Word of The Day
1. June 16, 2006



(Beginning of Healing Scriptures)

Exodus 23:25

 

But you shall serve the Lord your God and He will bless your bread and your water; and I will remove sickness from your midst.

2. June 20, 2006

Exodus 15:26
And He said, “If will give earnest heed to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the Lord, am your healer.”

3. June 21, 2006

Deuteronomy 7: 15
“And the Lord will remove from you all sickness; and He will not put on you any of the harmful diseases of Egypt which you have known, but He will lay them on all who hate you.”

4. June 22, 2006
Deuteronomy 28: 1-14, 61   
1 Now it shall be if you will diligently obey the Lord your God, being careful to do all His commandments which I command you today, the Lord your god will set you high above all the nations of the earth.

2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you will obey the Lord your God.  

3 Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country.

4 Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground and the offspring of your beasts, the increase of your herd and the young of your flock.

5 Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

6 Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.

7 The Lord will cause your enemies who rise up against you to be defeated before you; they shall come out against you one way and shall flee before you seven ways.

8 The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your barns and in all that you put your hand to, and He will bless you in the land which the Lord your God gives you.

9 The Lord will establish you as a holy people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you will keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and walk in His ways.

10 So all the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of you.

11 And the Lord will make you abound in prosperity, in the offspring of you body and in the offspring of your beast and in the produce of your ground, in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers to give you.

12 The Lord will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens to give rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow.

13 And the Lord shall make you the head and not the tail, and you only shall be above, and you shall not be underneath, if you will listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, which I charge you today, to observe them carefully,

14  and do not turn aside from any of the words which I command you today, to the right or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

5. June 23, 2006
Deuteronomy 30: 19-20
 

19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse.  So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants,

 

20 by loving the Lord you God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days that you may live in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.

6. June 24, 2006
1 Kings 8: 56
 

Blessed be the Lord, who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all that He promised; not one word has failed of all His good promise, which He promised through Moses His servant.

7. June 26, 2006
Psalm 91:16
 

With a long life I will satisfy him, and let him behold My salvation.

8. June 27, 2006
Psalm 103:1-4
 

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name.

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits;

3 Who pardons all your iniquities; who heals all your diseases;

4 Who redeems your life from the pit.
9. June 28, 2006
Psalm 107:20
 

He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.

10. June 29, 2006
Psalm 118:17
 

I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done.

11. June 30, 2006
Proverbs 4:20-23
 

20 My son, give attention to my words; 

     Incline your ear to my sayings.

21 Do not let them depart from your sight;

      Keep them in the midst of your heart.

22 For they are life to those who find them,

     And health to all their whole body.

23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life.

12. July 1, 2006
Isaiah 41:10
 

Do not fear, for I am with you;

Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.

I will strengthen you, surely I will help you,

Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.

13. 7/3/06

Isaiah 53: 4-5
 

4   Surely our griefs (sickness) He Himself bore,

    And our sorrows (pains) He carried;

    Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken,

    Smitten of God, and afflicted.

5  But He was pierced through for our transgressions,

    He was crushed for our iniquities;

    The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him,

    And by His scourging we are healed.

 

* The words in parentheses are margin notes in the New American Standard.

14. 7/4/06

Jeremiah 1:12
 

Then the Lord said to me, "You have seen well, for I am watching over My word to perform it."

15. 7/5/06

Jeremiah 30: 17
 

For I will restore you to health And I will heal you of your wounds, declares the Lord,

Because they have called you an outcast saying "It is Zion; no one cares for her."

16. 7/6/06

Matthew 8: 2-3
 

2 And behold, a leper came to Him, and bowed down to Him saying, "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean."

 

3 And He stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed."  And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.

17. 7/7/06

Matthew 8:16-17
 

16  And when evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill

 

17  in order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, "He Himself took our infirmities, and carried away our diseases."  *

  

* This refers back to Isaiah 53:4

18. July 8, 2006
Matthew 18: 18-19
 

18  "Truly I say to you, whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

 

19 Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.  *
 *The emphasis on the word "anything" is mine.

 

Also, the importance of this scripture is to remind us that there is great reason for us to pray together regarding anything.  There is power in the prayer of agreement.  As we pray together, praying together for someone's healing especially; we know that we are praying in agreement with God the Father and with Jesus.  We know this because of the other scriptures we have seen so far because we are seeing and have seen that God believes in healing.

19. July 10, 2006
Matthew 21: 21-22
 

21  And Jesus answered and said to them, "Truly I say to you, if you have faith, and do not doubt, you shall not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' it shall happen.

 

22 And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive."

20. 7/11/06

Mark 11: 23-24
 

23  "Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it shall be granted him."  

 

24  "Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they shall be granted you."

21. 7/12/06

Mark 16:17-18
 

And these signs will accompany those who have believed; in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it shall not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.

22. 7/13/06

John 10:10
 

The thief comes only to steal, and kill, and destroy; I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly.
This is Jesus speaking and this one scripture settles for all that he, Jesus, wants us healed and whole.  Many people wonder about this point even unto death.  Well, now we know with certainty that Jesus wants us to live and not only that but to live well.  

 

The emphasis above is mine.

23. 7/14/06

Romans 4: 17-21
 

17  (as it is written, "A father of many nations have I made you") in the sight of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist.

 

18  In hope against hope he believed, in order that he might become a father of many nations according to that which had been spoken, "So shall your descendants be."

 

19  And without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah's womb;

 

20  yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief, but grew strong in faith giving glory to God,

 

21  and being fully assured that what He had promised, He was able also to perform.

 

This is the story of Abraham.  It is the story of how Abraham's belief and faith were reckoned to him as righteousness.  Abraham was seen, by God, as righteous, because he just kept believing; because he would not give up on what God had promised.  God had promised to make him the father of many and yet he and Sarah were childless.  Nonetheless, Abraham knew that God calls into being those things which do not exist and against all reason, he believed God.  They had a son and named him Isaac and all the tribes of Israel came from him.

 

Note:  Where ever you see He or Him capitalized, those refer to God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit.

24. 7/15/06

Romans 8:11
 

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.

25. 7/17/06

2 Corinthians 10: 4-5
 

4 (F)or the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

 

5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.

One might ask what this scripture has to do with healing and health.  The last phrase is critical to our well-being.  We must think according to these daily scriptures rather than according to our symptoms.  When a thought starts to pass through our minds, we capture it and make sure that it lines up with the Word of God.  If it does not, then we reject it and replace it with words which are consistent with the Word of God.  You just kick that thought out and instead speak the Word you know and a positive confession of health.

26. 7/18/06

Galatians 3: 13-14
 
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-for it is written "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"-

 

14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

                                                                                                                                       

This goes back to the twenty-eighth chapter of Deuteronomy where we saw God give the choice between the blessing and the curse.  This chapter does two things for us.  First it settles any outstanding questions of whether or not there is redemption from the curse.  Jesus bore the curse so that we might live by the blessing.  He became a blessing for us by bearing the curse. The curse came on mankind through the fall of Adam.  This verse tells us plainly that Jesus died once for all so that we might live and He, Himself, said so that we might live more abundantly.

 

Secondly, this verse makes it clear that redemption from the curse, which is deliverance unto the blessing, came through Jesus not only to the Jew but to the Gentiles as well.  We all have every right to live in blessing once we have proclaimed Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  We saw in Deuteronomy that part of the distinction between living in the curse or living in the blessing is that health is part of the blessing and sickness part of the curse.  Therefore, since we have been redeemed from the curse by the very blood of Jesus, then we have all right and privilege to walk uprightly in health.

 

Lastly, these two verses are so good in the Amplified version of the Bible that I am sending that version also.

13 Christ purchased our freedom [redeeming us] from the curse (doom) of the Law [and its condemnation] by [Himself] becoming a curse for us, for it is written [in the Scriptures], Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree (is crucified); 

14 To the end that through [their receiving] Christ Jesus, the blessing [promised] to Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, so that we through faith might [all] receive [the realization of] the promise of the [Holy] Spirit. 

27. 7/19/06

Ephesians 6:10-17
 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 

11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 

14 Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

15 and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; 

16 In addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

28. 7/20/06

Philippians 4:6-7
 

6  Be anxious for nothing but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your request be made known to God.

 

7  And the peace of God which surpasses all comprehension shall guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

29. Friday, July 21, 2006

2 Timothy 1:7
 

For God has not given us a spirit of timidity (fear), but of power and love and discipline (sound judgment).

 

We were not created into this earth to be afraid; we were not created in a spirit of fear nor of a spirit of fear.  No, we were created by and through a spirit of power and love.  We, therefore, should not walk around in fear.  Specifically, we should not fear sickness, disease, plague or the ravages of age.  We were born in power so we should walk in power.   We were born in the love of God.  Focus on God's loving power to heal.  He wants you whole.

30. Saturday, July 22, 2006

Hebrews 10:23
 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering for He who promised is faithful.

31. Monday, July 24, 2006

Hebrews 10:35
 

Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.

  

Keep your confidence in God and in these scriptures for the reward of keeping them is healing.

32. Tuesday, July 25, 2006

Hebrews 11:11
 

By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised.

  

Not only was Sarah well beyond the age for having children, she was also barren, but God had promised her a child and that she would be the mother of nations.  So, she believed the one who promised.  She believed the word of God and that he who had promised it was well able to perform his word.  Isaac became the child of promise.

 

We have the promises of God today.  Age is not a deterrent to health as Sarah showed.  Nothing can stand against God and he is well able to perform his word today just as he was able to do in Abraham and Sarah's time.  The Bible says that God is no respecter of persons, meaning he will do for any of us what he has promised.  The promises are for all of his kids, not just a favored few.

33. Wednesday, July 26, 2006

Hebrews 13:8
 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.

  

This one is fairly obvious.  If Jesus was ever willing to heal; if he ever did heal, he is just as willing to do so today.  We have seen that he "healed all who were sick," therefore his healing power is available to you today.  Say, "Yes."

34. Thursday, July 27, 2006

James 5:14-15
 

14  Is anyone among you sick?  Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord;

 

15  and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him.

35. Friday, July 28, 2006

1 Peter 2: 24
 

(A)nd He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

36. Saturday, July 29, 2006

1 John 3: 21-22
 

21  Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;

 

22  and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in his sight.

37. Monday, July 31, 2006

3 John 2: 1-2
 

1 The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth.

 

2 I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers.

38. Tuesday, August 1, 2006

Revelations 12:11
 

And they overcame him (the accuser) because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death.

 

This scripture teaches us how to use the other scriptures we have studied.  It tells us that the victory over Satan and sickness lies in two things.  First we are victorious because the blood of the lamb and second because the word of our testimony.  Jesus, by his blood, purchased for us the victory.  We claim and receive it by our words, by our confession.  The words of our mouth are the receptors for all that Jesus purchased for us.  You cannot continue to confess sickness and have health and healing manifest in your body.  Confess your healing today.
39. Wednesday, August 2, 2006

Job 22: 28
 

You will also decree a thing, and it will be established for you; and light will shine on your ways.

 

Boy, I love this scripture.  It is saying to you and me that if you will decree and declare your healing, then your healing will be established.  The healing power is established in your mouth, in what you say.  Bless the Lord!

40. Thursday, August 3, 2006

Proverb 18: 20-21
 

20 With the fruit of a man's mouth his stomach will be satisfied; he will be satisfied with the product of his lips.

 

21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.

41. Friday, August 4, 2006

Romans 12: 1-2
 

1 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

 

2 And do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

   

These are two great scriptures but what do they have to do with being healed?  Well, let's start with presenting our bodies to God.  Aren't our bodies central to the issue of health and healing?  Well obviously yes.  There are also mental and spiritual healings but mostly we are focusing on sickness, disease and injury in our bodies.  Therefore, let us begin our healing process by submitting, dedicating and giving our bodies to God.  That is a wonderful first step.
 

Secondly, renew your mind.  Do not conform to the world's way of thinking about sickness and health.  Conform to the Word's way of thinking about sickness and health.  Let the Word of God change the way you think by meditating on these scriptures.  Renew your mind regarding how you think about being sick.  Begin to completely think a new way.  Cause your thoughts to line up with the Word of God by taking every thought captive.  Make them conform.  Amen.
42. Saturday, August 5, 2006

Proverb 17:22
 

A joyful heart is good medicine.

43. Monday, August 7, 2006

Mark 5: 34
 

And he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace and be healed of your affliction.

End of Healing Scriptures
Beginning of Spiritual Warfare Scriptures

44. Monday, October 16, 2006

Ephesians 6:13-14

 

... having done everything, to stand firm.  (14) Stand firm therefore....

 

 

This series of scriptures is meant to help believers to stand firm when in the hard times or when under attack.

45. Tuesday, October 17, 2006

Ephesians 6:12

 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

   

We should remember that although people often get in our way or cause us problems, it is not they who are our enemies.  Satan and his forces are the ones behind every attack that comes against you.
46. Wednesday, October 18, 2006

  

Isaiah 54:17

 

No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper; and every tongue that acuses you in judgment you will condemn.

47. Thursday, October 19, 2006

 

 Isaiah 41:10-12

 

10) Do not fear, for I am with you; Don not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.

 

11) "Behold, all those who are angered at you will be shamed and dishonored; those who contend with you will be as nothing, and will perish.

 

12) You will seek those who quarrel with you, but will not find them, Those who war with you will be as nothing, and non-existent.

 

13) For I am the Lord your God, who upholds your right hand, who says to you, 'Do not fear, I will help you.'"
48. Friday, October 20, 2006

  

Isaiah 54:14

 

14) You shall establish yourself in righteousness (rightness, in conformity with God's will and order): you shall be far from even the thought of oppression or destruction, for you shall not fear, and from terror, for it shall not come near you.

   

You shall not be oppressed or in fear of any kind.  Fear nothing, not even terrorists.  This scripture stands firmly against all attacks of terror.  The terrorist objective is to spread terror.  FEAR NOT!
49. Monday, October 23, 2006

  

Isaiah 60:14

 

And the sons of those who afflicted you will come bowing to you, and all those who despised you will bow themselves at the soles of your feet.

50. Tuesday, October 24, 2006

  

Isaiah 54:4

 

Fear not, for you will not be put to shame; neither feel humiliated for you will not be disgraced.

51. Wednesday, October 25. 2006

 

Exodus 14:14

 

The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent.

  

I find this scripture immensely encouraging and I have seen it at work.  It really is true.  The hard part is getting out of his way so that he can fight the battle for us.  Notice the last part.  It says that the Lord fights while we are silent.  It is a reassuring clause but it also points out to us our role in the fight.  He, God, doesn't just fight along side us, he actually wants us to get out of the way and allow him to fight the battle for us.  He wants us to turn the problem over to him entirely and go on about our life and our calling.  Stand back and let God win your battle for you.
52. Thursday, October 26, 2006

  

2 Chronicles 20: 15, 17, 20

 

14) . . . Do not fear or be dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours but God's.  (emphasis added)

 

17) You need not fight in this battle; station yourselves, stand and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf.

 

20) Put your trust in the Lord your God and you will be established.  Put your trust in His prophets and succeed.

 

This is just one of my favorite stories in the Bible.  I wish for you to go to the 20th chapter of Chronicles and read the entire story for yourself so you can receive the richness of this event and its telling.  Jehoshaphat, King of Judah was faced with the invading armies of three nations: the Moabites, the Ammonites and the Meunites.  It was reported to him that a "great multitude" was coming against him.  He sought God in this crisis and God answered him telling him, through the prophet Jahaziel, to stand and watch his enemies destroyed before his eyes.  Jehoshaphat set those who sang to the Lord and those who praised Him before the army.  The text then reads, "And when they began singing and praising, the Lord set ambushes against the sons of Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; so they were routed."  Jehoshaphat's army never lifted a finger.  The enemy was completely and thoroughly routed on their behalf by the might hand of the Lord.
 

This is the same power that is at work for you today.  You don't even have to lift a finger.  You spend your time serving the Lord and let him fight your battles for you.  The mightiest warrior of Judah that day did not even draw his sword.  Jehoshaphat's battle plan ended up being singing and praising the Lord.  Wow!  Can you imagine today a general directing his forces to stand with their weapons sheathed but their voices lifted to God?  People would think he was crazy, at least until the battle was over.  About the enemy of Judah that day the Bible says "no one had escaped."  There was no loss of life on Judah's side.  What a wonderful report that would be to give to the people.  Before hand, though, the general would look like a complete idiot.  The moral of this story might be that sometimes you might appear crazy when you stand in faith but the results just cannot be beaten.
 

The lesson of the story is to let God fight for you.  Stand firm and watch him deliver the enemy into your hands.  How do you stand?  Just stay resolute in faith and in speaking words of faith instead of words of doubt and struggle.  Do what you are called to do and don't be distracted by the attacks of the enemy because that is exactly what the enemy is trying to do, distract you.  Let God handle the battles as you go about God's work and you sing praises to the Holy One.
53. Friday, October 27, 2006

 

Matthew 5:44 

44) But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.

This scripture seemed like the obvious choice after yesterday's message.  Undoubtedly, praying for those who come against us is one of the hardest things we have to do.  This direction comes from Jesus and he was certainly someone who knew about persecution.  Honestly, this is warfare at its greatest.
I want you to notice one word in particular in this passage. It is the word "for."  Don't pray about them; pray for them.  
54. Monday, October 30, 2006

Psalm 54

 

1)  Save me , O God, by Thy name and vindicate me by Thy power.

2)  Hear my prayer , O God; Give ear to the words of my mouth. 

3)  For strangers have risen against me, and violent men have sought my life; they have not set God before them.

4)  Behold, God is my helper.  The Lord is the sustainer of my soul.

5)  He will recompense the evil to my foes; destroy them in Thy faithfulness.

6)  Willingly I will sacrifice to Thee; I will give thanks to Thy name, O Lord, for it is good.

7)  For He has delivered me from all trouble; and my eye has looked with satisfaction upon my enemies.

55. Tuesday, October 31, 2006

 

Psalm 55:22

 

Cast your burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain you; He will never allow the righteous to be shaken.

 

You might want to read all of Psalm 55 as I am sure most of us at some time can relate to David's lament.  At the end though, after his crying and complaining, he knows that his God is greater than any of his problems or foes.
56. Wednesday, November 1, 2006

 

Psalm 56

1 Be gracious, O God, for man has trampled upon me; fighting all day long he oppresses me.

2 My foes have trampled upon me all day long; for they are many who fight proudly against me.

3 When I am afraid, I will put my trust in Thee.

4 In God, whose word I praise, In God I have put my trust; I shall not be afraid. What can mere man do to me?

5 All day long they distort my words; al their thoughts are against me for evil.

6 They attack, they lurk, they watch my steps, as they have waited to take my life.

7 Because of wickedness, cast them forth, in anger put down the peoples, O God!

8 Thou hast taken account of my wanderings; put my tears in Thy bottle; are they not in Thy book?

9 Then my enemies will turn back in the day when I call; this I know, that God is for me.

10 In God, whose word I praise, In the Lord, whose I praise, 

11 In God I have put my trust, I shall not be afraid.

12 Thy vows are binding upon me, O God; I will render thank offerings to Thee.

13 For Thou hast delivered my soul from death, indeed my feet from stumbling, so that I may walk before God in the light of the living.

57. Thursday, November 2, 2006

 

Psalm 57:1

 

For my soul takes refuge in Thee; and in the shadow of Thy wings I will take refuge.

58. Friday, November 3, 2006

 

Psalm 91: 1-5

 

1  He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

2  I will say to the Lord, My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!

3  For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper, and from the deadly pestilence.

4  He will cover you with His pinions, and under His wings you may seek refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and bulwark.

5  You will not be afraid of the terror by night, or of the arrow that flies by day;

6  Of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, or of the destruction that lays waste at noon.

 

Psalm 91 is known as the protection scripture.  Read it slowly and look closely at the comfort and protection it offers.  It is a good place to meditate and to pray it daily for you and your family.
59. Monday, November 6, 2006

 

Psalm 91: 7-11

 

7   A thousand may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand; but it shall not approach you.

8  You will only look on with your eyes, and see the recompense of the wicked.

9  For you have made the Lord, my refuge, Even the Most High, your dwelling place.

10  No evil will befall you, nor will any plague come near your tent.

11  For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.

60. Tuesday, November 7, 2006

 

Psalm 91: 12-16

 

12  They (His angels) will bear you up in their hands, lest you strike your foot against a stone.

13  You will tread upon the lion and cobra, the young lion and the serpent you will trample down.

14  "Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because  he has known My name.

15  He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him, and honor him.

16  With a long life I will satisfy him, and let him behold my salvation."

61. Wednesday, November 8, 2006

Psalm 34: 17

 

The righteous cry and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their troubles.

62. Thursday, November 9, 2006

 

Psalm 34:18

 

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves those who are crushed in spirit.

63. Friday, November 10, 2006

 

Psalm 34: 19

 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord delivers him out of them all.

64. Monday, November 13, 2006

 

Isaiah 54:10

 

"For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, but my lovingkindness will not be removed from you, and my covenant of peace will not be shaken," says the Lord who has compassion on you.

65. Tuesday, November 14, 2006

 

Isaiah 55:12

 

For you will go out with joy and be led forth with peace; the mountains and the hills will break forth into shouts of joy before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.

66. Wednesday, November 15, 2006

 

Isaiah 40:31

 

Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.

Thursday, November 16, 2006

 

Psalm 27:5-6

 

5  For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; in the secret place of His tent He will hide me; He will lift me up on a rock.

 

6  And now my head will be lifted up above my enemies around me; and I will offer in His tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord.
67. Friday, November 17, 2006

 

Palm 31:1-4

 

1  In Thee, O Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never b e ashamed; in Thy righteousness deliver me.

2  Incline thine ear to me, rescue me quickly; be Thou to me a rock of strength, a stronghold to save me.

3  For Thou art my rock and my fortress; for Thy name's sake Thou wilt lead me and guide me.

4  Thou will pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me; for Thou art my strength.

68. Monday, November 20, 2006

 

Psalm 112:1, 7

 

1  Praise the Lord!  How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments.

 

7  He will not fear evil tidings; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.

69. Tuesday, November 21, 2006

  

2 Timothy 1: 7

 

For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.

70. Wednesday, November 22, 2006

 

Hebrews 10:35

 

Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.

71. Thursday, November 23, 2006

  

Philippians 4:6

 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

72. Friday, November 24, 2006

Psalm 4: 8

In peace I will both lie down and sleep, for you alone, O Lord, make me to dwell in safety.

73. Monday, November 27, 2006

  

Ephesians 6: 10-18

  

10  Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might,

11  Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

12  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

13  Therefore, take up the full armor of God that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

14  Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with the truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

15  and having shod you feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

16  in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one.

17  and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

18  With all prayer and petition, pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints.

  

This is the classic text for standing against the enemy.  Many of you know this scripture.  I want to look at it a little bit differently today though.  Many times we quote Ephesians 6: 10-17.  I have added verse 18 because I think it is the anchor and the answer to the preceding verses.
 

It is to say, once you have donned your armor and armed yourself with the word of God then the way you stand is to pray.  This is your offensive strike.  All of the armor is there so that the arrows of the enemy do not harm you.  The armor is not offensive; it is for your defense.  That is what keeps you out of harm's way in the first place or prevents you from being injured when the attacks come against you.  All of your armor comes to you and you dress yourself with it by spending time in the word.
 

Having gone through all of the preparation of dressing and arming yourself, what are you then supposed to do?  The answer is verse 18; pray.  Pray for yourself, pray in the Spirit, and pray for all the saints.  That is the purpose of all of this preparation.  Just by going through these scriptures daily, you are clothing yourself with the word of God.  Your anointing is in that raiment.  Then you use that anointing (which is the word of God through his Spirit) to pray for all the saints.  
 

One more thing, the verse says to pray at all times.  How can you do that?  Don't formalize your prayer.  Speak to your Father the minute something hits your mind.  Don't worry about lofty formality.  Just tell him what or who you are thinking about and ask him to work out his perfect will for that person or that situation.  Don't wait for the perfect time to pray.  Right now is the only time you will ever have.  Do it now.
74. Tuesday, November 28, 2006

 

Jeremiah 1: 17-19

 

17  "Now, gird up your loins, and arise, and speak to them all which I command you.  Do not be dismayed before them, lest I dismay you before them.

 

18  Now behold, I have made you today as a fortified city, and as a pillar of iron and as walls of bronze against the whole land, to the kings of Judah, to its princes, to its priests and to the people of the land.

 

19  And they will fight against you, but they will not overcome you, for I am with you to deliver you," declares the Lord.

75. Wednesday, November 29, 2006

  

2 Corinthians 10: 4-5
 

4  For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

 

5  We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.

76. Thursday, November 30, 2006

  

1 Corinthians 16: 13
 

Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith.  Be courageous.  Be strong.  (New Living Translation)

77. Friday, December 1, 2006

 

1 Timothy 1:18
 

This command I entrust to you Timothy . . . fight the good fight.

78. Monday, December 4, 2006

  

Job 22: 21-30
 

    21" Yield now and be at peace with Him;
         Thereby good will come to you. 
    22 "Please receive instruction from His mouth
         And establish His words in your heart. 
    23 "If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored;
         If you remove unrighteousness far from your tent, 
    24 And place your gold in the dust,
         And the gold of Ophir among the stones of the brooks, 
    25 Then the Almighty will be your gold
         And choice silver to you. 
    26 "For then you will delight in the Almighty
         And lift up your face to God. 
    27 "You will pray to Him, and He will hear you;
         And you will pay your vows. 
    28 "You will also decree a thing, and it will be established for you;
         And light will shine on your ways. 
    29 "When you are cast down, you will speak with confidence,
         And the humble person He will save. 
    30 "He will deliver one who is not innocent,
         And he will be delivered through the cleanness of your hands." 

79. Tuesday, December 5, 2006

  

Proverb 25: 15
 

Through patience a ruler can be persuaded and a gentle tongue can break a bone.  (NIV)

  

This may not seem like a typical scripture for fighting through life's battles but the potency of it really struck me.  This says that patience and gentle speech are powerful weapons that can breakthrough tough circumstances.
80. Wednesday, December 6, 2006

  

Isaiah 58: 14
 

Then you will take delight in the Lord, and I make you ride on the heights of the earth; and I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

81. Thursday, December 7, 2006

 

Psalm 112: 4
 

Light arises in the darkness for the upright; He is gracious and compassionate and righteous.

  

No matter how dark your days; light cometh.
82. Friday, December 8, 2006

 

Psalm 105: 4
 

Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face continually.

 

This is one of my favorite scriptures and is clearly the way to win every battle you ever face.  Problems vanish in his presence.
83. Wednesday, January 3, 2007

  

Psalm 112: 1, 7
 

1  Praise the Lord!  How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments.

 

7  He will not fear evil tidings; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.

84. Thursday, January 4, 2007

  

Psalm 112: 4
 

Light arises in the darkness for the upright; He is gracious and compassionate and righteous.

  

This scripture is good for its encouragement alone and that is why I chose it to send to you.  Just the knowledge that light comes is reassuring.  There is something else interesting in this scripture, though, that I want you to see.
 

The subject of the sentence is light.  The scripture is speaking about light.  The second part of the verse refers to light as "He".  To whom is the author referring?  Who is light?  Jesus!  In John 8, verse 12 Jesus says, "I am the light of the world."
 

How much more encouraging is this scripture now.  You are not just getting light like sunlight arising in your dark hour.  Really, you are getting the son of the almighty coming to you in your darkness.  He goes to you in his own graciousness, compassion and righteousness.  How exciting!
 

Jesus arises in the darkness for the upright.
85. Friday, January 5, 2007

 

Psalm 105: 4
 

Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face continually.

 

We will soon be wrapping up this topic; though I suppose it is really the substance of the entire Bible.  Standing in faith on the word of God, in the goodness, and in the grace and mercy of God is certainly a foundational stone upon which our relationship with God and his son rests.  We are learning more and more to trust God with every element of our life.  As we grow in this direction we find it increasingly easy to not only pray to God but more importantly to talk with him about the small things in our life in addition to the big ones.  
 

This scripture seems to me to be the epitome of developmental scriptures.  In it is the secret to a better and more satisfying relationship with the Lord Jesus and with his father, the Great I Am.  In it is your healing, prosperity, victory over problems in your life and everything that any of us could possibly need or want.  Write this scripture on an index card or in your calendar and post it in a prominent location.  From experience I can tell you honestly that if you seek him, he will find you.  Seek him until he finds you.  Seek him with all your heart.  Talk with him as you drive your car, pump gas or even grocery shop.  You will find that he is eagerly awaiting a more intimate relationship with you and he greatly enjoys time with you.
 

God bless each of you with his greatest gift; Himself.
86. Monday, January 8, 2007

Isaiah 58: 9
The you will call, and the Lord will answer; You will cry and He will say "Here I am."  

87. Tuesday, January 9, 2007

  

Job 5: 10 - 11
 

He gives rain on the earth and sends water on the fields, so that He sets on high those who are lowly and those who mourn are lifted to safety.

88. Wednesday, January 10, 2007

  

Job 11: 19
 

He who is steadfast in righteousness will attain to life.

89. Thursday, January 11, 2007

  

Psalm 94:14
 

For the Lord will not abandon His people, nor will He forsake His inheritance.

 

Isn't that good news?  Though we might go through some rough times and may even be going through some difficulties right now, it is good to know that God will not abandon us.  Even if it looks like he is far off, he is not.  He will not for one moment forsake us, His inheritance.
90. Friday, January 12, 2007

 

Psalm 100
 

1 Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth.

2 Serve the Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful singing.

3 Know that the Lord Himself is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and sheep of His pasture.

4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise.  Give thanks to Him; bless His  name.

5 For the Lord is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting, and His faithfulness to all generations.
I was looking for a scripture about standing firm in the midst of spiritual warfare.  I was looking for a word of encouragement about how God would rescue in your hour of need or about how you should stand, warrior like, against the schemes of the devil.  I had my plan but God had his plan.
 

The gracious Lord is showing us in this scripture how we live a victorious life instead of daily fighting the battles the devil puts in our path.  This is the greatest warfare of all.  Praise the Lord.  Thank him for his wonders and for who he is.  Enter his presence with shouts of joy, thanksgiving and praise.  I imagine us so many times entering into his presence with our petitions.  Especially when we are in the heat of battle we have a laundry list of things that we need the Lord's help with.  Our greatest weapon, though, is our faith in and fellowship with the Lord most high.  It is he who delivers us from all our battles and from every oppression.
 

Praise him today.  Don't wait till tomorrow, praise him today.  You are his people and the sheep of his hand.  He longs to care for you as his dear child.  Open your heart to praise for the Lord is in fact good.  He is good all of the time and his lovingkindness is everlasting.  In the midst of your toughest battles, Praise the Lord with joyful Thanksgiving.
91. Tuesday, January 16, 2007

 

Psalm 119:63
 

I am a friend to everyone who fears you, to anyone who obeys your orders.
  

Isn't it nice to know that you have a friend.  We have a camaraderie and companionship, those of us who believe together.  We have been made into a family.  When life is dealing you some challenges, you know that you have a friend in Jesus, that your Holy Father yearns to help you and you have me and the rest of the body of believers.  We were never meant to fight the battles alone if at all.  I maintain that the battle is the Lord's, but if you need a stalwart warrior to stand beside you, know that God has given me and all of your other Christian sisters and brothers to stand with you.
92. Wednesday, January 17, 2007

  

Matthew 18:19 
  

Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.

  

Yesterday's scripture showed us that we have friends in a time of need.  It is nice to know that you have friends but it is also a source of power.  Jesus said that when we get together and agree in prayer about anything, that Father God will do what we ask.  It is great to have companionship but don't forget to pray together about the thing that is troubling you.  Ask God to move on your behalf then praise him and thank him for answering your prayer.  
93. Thursday, January 18, 2007

  

Matthew 18:20
 

For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.

  

Here is the ultimate good news about getting together with your Christian sisters and brothers and praying together.  Christ comes to be in our presence when we gather together in his name.  What could possibly be better than that?  It is his presence and his anointing that settles all of the issues in our lives.

94. Friday, January 19, 2007

  

Psalm 23:4
 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

  

Most of us know the 23rd Psalm pretty well.  Maybe you memorized it in Sunday school when you were a child.  Sometimes I think we don't pay that much attention to it because it is so familiar to us. Yet I think it was taught to us as children because it is such an important scripture.  It characterizes and describes the Christian walk for us.
 

Verse 4, specifically, is about the tough times and shows us our position is the body of Christ even in times of difficulty and it shows us God's position relative to us.  First it seems to promise that there will be times of difficulty but it also says explicitly that we are walking through not buying a home and moving in.  Most importantly, we are not afraid in these times because we have a revelation that God is with us.  Remember, the Lord is shepherding us.  We are only going through this place in order to get to the good place where there are green pastures and plenty of water.  His rod and staff comfort us because those are the tools of the shepherd and we know that he is consistently guiding us, by them, to the place of overflow.
 

Read the entire chapter at your leisure.  Take your time with it and you will see that it really illustrates what our walk with our Lord is supposed to be on a daily basis.  Don't look at the valley of the shadow of death; look at the promise on the other side and you will be fine.
95. Monday, January 22, 2007

  

Psalm 107:6
 

Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He delivered them out of their distresses.

96. Tuesday, January 23, 2007

  

Proverb 28:1
 

The wicked flee when no one is pursuing, but the righteous are bold as a lion.

97. Wednesday, January 24, 2007

  

Matthew 14: 14
 

And when He went ashore, He saw a great multitude and felt compassion for them and healed their sick.

  

This is the last scripture we will do for now under this title, and a fitting one it is because it really is the epitome of spiritual warfare.
 

The story here is that John the Baptist, who was Jesus' cousin, has just been beheaded.  Jesus withdrew to be alone. The scripture says "He withdrew from there in a boat to a lonely place by Himself."  Matthew 14:13.  A crowd followed Jesus though and he had great compassion for them.  He gave up his alone time, his grieving and went to the crowd to meet their needs.  This is also when he fed the thousands (some say as many as 20,000 might have been there when women and children were counted) and this is when he walked on water.  Two of his most awe inspiring miracles were performed in the midst of his grief over John the Baptist.
 

Jesus struck back at the devil with the most powerful force he had; love.  He ministered to the needs of God's children as payback for what the devil had done to John the Baptist.  This is the best example I know of how to battle the devil.  He didn't get angry and fight against Herod, he ministered to God's people.  This is how we win the war against the schemes of the devil.
End of Standing Firm Scriptures

98. January 25, 2007

 

1 Kings 8:56
 

Blessed be the Lord, who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all that He promised; not one word has failed of all His good promise, which He promised through Moses His servant.

99. January 26, 2007

 

Jeremiah 23: 23
 

"Am I a God who is near," declares he Lord, "and not a God far off?"

100. February 12, 2007

  

Jeremiah 29:11
 

"For I know the plans that I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans for welfare (good) and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.

101. February 13, 2007

  

Isaiah 30: 18

 

Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you.  For the Lord is a God of justice; how blessed are all those who long for Him.

102. February 14, 2007

  

Proverb 4: 7
 

The beginning of wisdom is: Acquire wisdom; and with all your acquiring, get understanding.

103. February 15, 2007

 

 Colossians 1:9
(B)e filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom an understanding.

 

  

This was a prayer of Paul's, that the Colossians would be filled with the knowledge of God's will.  I find this interesting because so many people these days say that we cannot know the will of God.  Well, why, then, would Paul pray for the Colossians to be filled with the knowledge of God's will?
 

Obviously he knew that it is God's desire that we know His will.  Not only that, we are to be filled with the knowledge of it.  Further, we are to have spiritual wisdom and understanding of God's will.  That is God's plan for us today.  
 

That might give you something interesting to meditate on.
104. February 16, 2007

  

Philippians 4: 6 & 7
 

6  Be anxious for  nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your request be made known to God.

 

7  And the peace of God which surpasses all comprehension  shall guard your hearts and mind in Christ Jesus.

   

This is a familiar bit of scripture but I find it does me good to review it often.  God has a peace that is so remarkable that comprehension of it is elusive.  It is beyond our conventional concept of peace.  God actually guards our hearts and minds.  That means that you have peace in your emotions and your thoughts.  You are neither emotionally nor mentally tormented regardless of the situation.

 

This peace does not just drop out of the sky on you though.  It does not even come by praying for it.  That may be a bit hard for some of us to swallow but you have only to read verse 6 again to see that this is truth.  This peace comes by giving over, to God, the entire situation, by yielding it to him through prayer, through supplication.  At the same time you are to be in thanksgiving.  How do we do that?  Thank God for his might, for his ability and willingness to deliver you from the situation.  Thank him that you are saved and for his dear son.  Thank him for the peace that you know will follow.  There is much you can express thanks for even in the midst of a trying situation.  

 

Forget not the first statement though for here is the key.  No longer be anxious for or about the situation.  Do not let worry enter back into your mind.  When concern about the situation returns just turn your mind away from it and refuse to worry or think about it.  This is only a trick of the devil to get you to give up your gift of incomprehensible peace.  When a problem comes back to my mind I say something like, "That's God's problem now," and I wipe it from my mind.  This takes practice but you will discover a greater peace than you have ever known if you will practice this.

 

105. February 19, 2007

 

 Philippians 4: 13
 

I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

106. February 20, 2007

  

Jeremiah 33:3
 

Call to Me, and I will answer you and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.

 

There are two promises in this verse.  Make sure you receive both of them into your mind and spirit.

107. February 21, 2007

 

Proverb 3: 1-2
  

1  My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments; 

 

2  For length of days and years of life, and peace they will add to you.

108. February 22, 2007

 

Proverb 3:3
 

Do not let kindness and truth leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.

109. February 23, 2007

 

Proverb 3:4
 

So you will find favor and good repute in the sight of God and man.

  

The previous two days of scripture have been leading up to this one.  I believe we all want favor in the sight of God, especially, as well as with other people.  Verses 1-3 of the third proverb tell us how to attain that favor and good reputation.  This is a good scripture to remind yourself of your favor in so many situations.  It is a great encouragement scripture.  Don't let verses 1-3 get away from you though.
110. February 26, 2007

  

Psalm 25: 4 & 5
  

4  Make me know Thy ways, O Lord; teach me Thy paths.

 

5  Lead me in Thy truth and teach me.

111. February 27, 2007

 

Galatians 6: 17
 

From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.

  

You have been bought with a price.  Your salvation was free to you but it cost Jesus and God a great deal.  When you chose Jesus' torture as your sacrament and received unto yourself salvation and forgiveness, you were sealed in him.  You have been marked.  Though you cannot see it, the demons can.  They know to whom your allegiance belongs.  You are no longer subject to the trouble of the world because Jesus bought you out of it with his own blood.  Your spiritual self has a tattoo on it (if you will) and it shows the spiritual realm that you are the Lord's, that he is your keeper and your protector.  Proudly declare that you belong to Jesus and that you bear on your body the brand-marks of his name and his suffering. 
112. February 28, 2007

 

1 Kings 8:56
 

Blessed be the Lord, who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all that He promised; not one word has failed of all His good promise, which He promised through Moses His servant.

 

We are now his people through Jesus Christ so this scripture speaks directly to all of us.  God's word does not fail.  It never has; never will.  What is God's promise for you today?  Not one word of it will fail.
113. March 1, 2007

 

Exodus 23:25
 

But you shall serve the Lord your God, and He will bless your bread and your water; and I will remove sickness from your midst.

114. March 2, 2007 
 (Already used on  2/13/07)
 

Isaiah 30:18
 

Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you.  

115. March 5, 2007

 

Proverb 11:25
 

The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered.

116. March 6, 2007

 

Philippians 2:3
 

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself.

 

 

Does the Bible really say that?  Does this apply even when we are driving?  When and where else might it apply?  At work?  What about at home?  Ouch!  I imagine all of us could use a little time meditating on this scripture.

117. March 7, 2007

 

Isaiah 26:3
 

Lord, you will give perfect peace to anyone who commits himself to be faithful to you.  That is because he trusts in you. (NIV)

   

I thought there were two very good messages in this passage of scripture.  First is the assurance that God will give us perfect peace.  Peace is something many people are without these days and something desperately sought.  We do not have to seek it though.  If we are dedicated to the Lord then peace is one of the gifts that we receive.  That thought should bring peace.
 

The other thing I found interesting is that the passage leads us into trusting the Lord.  It is our trust in him that ultimately brings peace.  If we really trust him to take care of us, then what have we to worry about?  I am reminded of how small children trust their parents.  They do not worry about anything.  We should endeavor to trust God in that same way.
 

I pray that you live in God's promise for peace today.

118. March 8, 2007

 

Colossians 3:23 & 24
 

23  Whatever you do, do your work heartily as for the Lord rather than for men; 

 

24  knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.

 

 

This is a lesson that seems to sometimes be forgotten in today's society.  We work for the Lord in everything we do and we are accountable to the Lord for the work we do.  We ought also, then, to do our work with joy as a service to the Lord.  We should give 100% to each effort rather than trying to figure out how we can get paid the most for doing the least amount of work.  We should always work in such a way as to be pleasing to the Lord.
 

Think about this today as you do your occupation.  Pretend that the Lord is watching you.  Honor him with the service of your work and have a great day.
119. March 9, 2007

  

Romans 8:14
 

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.

 

  

Let's remember who we are today.  We are the children of the most high God, creator of heaven and earth if we are being led by his Spirit.  

120. March 12,2007

 

Proverb 21:23
 

He who guards his mouth and his tongue, guards his soul from troubles.

121. March 13, 2007

 

Psalm 27: 4
 

One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to meditate in His temple.

 

 

All of Psalm 27 is so good that it is difficult to choose just one section of it.  You might consider reading the whole psalm today.  I am sure it will bless you.

122. March 14, 2007

 

Proverb 23:7
 

For as he thinks within himself, so he is.

 

 

This verse tells us about the power our thoughts have to affect our lives and who we are.  The thoughts we have are a reflection of who we are but they also have the power to mold who we will become.  There are two facets of this idea.
 

One is that how we think of ourselves not only influences who we are and become but that those self image pictures are undeniable blue prints of who we will be.  In other words, the way you think of yourself is exactly how you will be.  Are you thinking positive or negative thoughts about yourself?  Do you think of yourself as a godly person or a sinner?  Do you see yourself as successful or as a failure?  These thoughts will absolutely determine the way you behave and who you are.
 

The second facet is that what you meditate on is what you will be drawn to.  The thoughts that you give time to are going to be the things that you attract to yourself.  You become the things that you think about.  What are you thinking about?  Are you thinking about exercise?  Are you thinking of foods that are not good for you?  Are you meditating on all the bad things you see on the evening news or on the good news of the Bible?  To where do your thoughts stray and where do they call home?  Whatever things you meditate on, whatever things you think on, these will begin to form who you are.  If you continue to meditate on the negative, guess what you will become.
 

So, in conclusion, what thoughts you are harboring about yourself and what things you let your mind think on are creating who you are.  Reject any image of yourself that is negative.  It is not the truth once you stop thinking it is.  Second, don't meditate or think about things that are not healthy for you.  Remove as much negative influence from your life by rejecting negativity in your environment.
 

Be Blessed!
123. March 15, 2007

  

Philippians 4:8
 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.  (KJV)

124. March 16, 2007

 

Romans 12: 2
 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.

 

 

Now you have three scriptures which work well together to show the importance of guarding your thoughts.  If you combine the last three days scriptures (Proverb 23:7, Philippians 4:8 and Romans 12: 2) you will have a nice synopsis of God’s teachings in this area.  

Allow yourself to be transformed by meditating on who you want to be; by thoughts of who you are in Christ Jesus.
125. March 20, 2007

  

Mark 11: 24
Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they shall be granted you.

126. March 21, 2007

  

John 15: 7
 

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.

127. March 22, 2007

  

John 14: 13
 

Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

128. March 23, 2007

  

Matthew 18: 19
 

Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.

129. March 26, 2007

  

Luke 11: 13
 

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.

130. March 27, 2007

 

Matthew 21: 22
 

And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.

131. March 28, 2007

 

Matthew 7: 7 & 8
 

7  Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.

 

8  For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds and to him who knocks it shall be opened.

132. March 29, 2007

  

John 7:11
 

If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?   (KJV)

133. March 30, 2007

(re-used 1/24/15)
John 8:36
If therefore, the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.

  

This is Jesus speaking here.  He was speaking to a group of Jews.  They had previously said to Jesus that they were of Abraham and had never been enslaved.  So why did Jesus respond with our passage for today?  Apparently he was speaking of a different kind of bondage.
 

The question, then, is what are you a slave to?  Is there anything that keeps you under its control?  Is there anything that exercises dominion over you?  Are you a slave to your work, to a habit, to fear, memories, guilt?  Let us each throw off the shackles that have bound us.  Jesus' has broken through our prisons and has set the captives free.  "It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery."  Galatians 5:1.
134. Monday, April 2, 2007

 

Proverb 3: 25
 

Do not be afraid of sudden fear . . . .

  

What do you suppose this means?  What is Solomon trying to lead us to here?
135. Tuesday, April 3, 2007

  

Proverb 3:25
 

Do not be afraid of sudden fear, nor of the onslaught of the wicked when it comes.

This is the verse from yesterday in its entirety.  Let us not be in fear and certainly not in constant fear.  Why are you afraid?  Is the Lord not your God?  Is he not mighty?
 

Father God does not want us to be afraid in any circumstance.  Neither be afraid when something happens all of a sudden to frighten you nor when worries grow on you and compound.  When you are in fear, you are not in trust.  Begin today noticing how many times you say, "I am afraid ...."  Then begin to replace that concern with more trust in God.  Let your reliance on him bloom into complete and total trust and confidence.
136. April 4, 2007

  

Joshua 1:9
 

"Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous!  Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go."

137. Thursday, April 5, 2007

David and Goliath   1st Samuel Chapter 17

 

I recently reviewed the story of David and Goliath and found myself renewed.  I thought many of you might also find new strength and courage in the words and attitude of the boy who would be king.  The God that protected him is the same one that guards each of us in our daily walk.
 

When David volunteered to rid Saul of the threat of Goliath, Saul resisted because David was young and a shepherd boy, not a warrior.  David responded to Saul that he had killed both lions and bears when they threatened his father's flock.  Then he told Saul:
 

"The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine."  (1 Samuel 17:37)
 

David's confidence was not in the circumstance.  It was not in the might of his own hand or in his own skills.  His confidence was solely in the Lord.  He did not boast in himself but in the Lord.  This is what he said to Goliath.
 

"This day the Lord will deliver you up into my hands and I will strike you down and remove your head from you."  (1 Samuel 17: 46)
 

As you know, David did defeat the giant, Goliath.  The chapter goes on to tell that when the Philistine army saw their champion defeated they fled.  One boy set the entire Philistine army to flight.  His faith and confidence in God also put the heart back into the army of Israel for the passage says that "the men of Israel and Judah arose and shouted and pursued the Philistines."
 

One person putting their trust in God can change the course of history.  Fear happens when you believe the devil, faith happens when you believe God.  Can we trust God just a bit further today than we ever have before?  Fear not; trust God.  Let him deliver the giant into your hands today.
138. Friday, April 6, 2007  -  Good Friday

   

Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.  (John 15: 13)

 

I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  (John 10:11)

 

We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  (1 John 3:16)

  

There are many messages in these three scriptures but I want to bring two to the forefront of your thinking today.  First, Jesus was not killed by the Romans.  They crucified him but they did not kill him.  Jesus laid down his life.  He was the only one who had the power to end his life.  The Gospel of John says, "And He bowed His head, and gave up His spirit."  (John 20: 30).  Matthew 28: 50 says that Jesus "yielded up His spirit."  In the 23rd chapter of Luke it is written, "And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit."
 

See, those people did not have the power to kill him, to take his life from him.  He is the great healer.  Healing power and anointing were (and are) in his body.  His body was automatically healed by the power of the anointing in him.  What is more, no one ever died around Jesus.  If he was in town, people just weren't able to die.  Remember Martha said to Jesus that if he had been in town, her brother, Lazarus, would not have died.  So how could they have killed him?  They could not.
 

This brings me to the second point.  Why then did Jesus lay down his life?  The verses above tell the answer.  It was for love that Jesus laid down his life.  It was so that we could be reconciled with the Father and come into deep fellowship with Jesus and Father God.  His love for us called him into the greatest sacrifice of all.  
 

This Easter season I hope you will focus on and meditate on Jesus' and God's love for you.  How great is His love?  Share Jesus' love with yourself.  Let yourself be fully and completely immersed in the power of his love.  Keep his love in the forefront of your mind.  He gave all for you because he loves you so dearly.
 

Blessed Easter.
139. Monday, April 9, 2007

 

 

Psalm 107:2

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He has redeemed from the hand of the adversary.

 

 

The Lord God has redeemed us from the hand of Satan through Jesus' sacrifice at Calvary and his resurrection.  We were rightfully the property of Satan because of the fall of mankind.  But now we are of the household of faith through our faith in Jesus Christ.  We should bear in our minds that we are redeemed from the curse, from the power of Satan.  Then begin to speak out of your mouth that you are the redeemed.
140. Tuesday, April 10, 2007

  

Ephesians 4: 1-3
 

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

141. Wednesday, April 11, 2007

   

Hebrews 10: 23
 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

 

 

Don't give up and don't stop saying what God's word promises you because he is faithful and it will come to pass.  Keep speaking the Word.  If you need healing, keep speaking healing verses; if courage, then speak the "Standing Firm" verses; if finances, then the financial prosperity verses.  Keep confessing what God's word says about your situation and you will see victory. 
142. Thursday, April 12, 2007

 

 1 John 5: 5
 

And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

  

If you believe that Jesus is the son of God, then you are an overcomer.  Do not let the devil tell you otherwise.  Expect victory!
143. Friday, April 13, 2007

 
Matthew 5: 44

But I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.  (KJV)

 

Proverb 25: 22
 

21  If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink;

 

22  For you will heap burning coals on his head, and the Lord will reward you.

 

 

Romans 12:19 & 20
 

19  Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.''

 

20  "But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for is so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head."

 

21  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

 

 

 

I know today's word is long but I thought we all needed to see these verses together.  I also want to tell you that many of the verses that I send to you are from lessons I am currently studying or lessons that I am learning through my life.  What I send to you are not just words from the book.  They are breath and life.  They are the words that I have found or am finding that are profoundly shaping my life.  Today's verses are a striking example of that.  
 

Recently I had the opportunity to curse those who curse me or to pray for those who have despitefully used me.  I will say that it is absolutely amazing watching God working in these situations.  
 

You don't feed your enemy because you want coals heaped upon their head.  You do it out of your love for and obedience to Jesus.  Out of that comes God's grace and he prepares for them a way to redemption.  Believe me, because I have seen it very recently, while his grace is sufficient for them, if they don't repent and avail themselves of his great mercy, they condemn themselves.  God does not even have to heap the burning coals onto them.  They do it to themselves.  
 

God has a plan of redemption.  This speaks to born again believers equally as strongly as to the unsaved.  Redemption is not only for the unsaved.  God wants to redeem us from stupid things we do after we get saved.  He has a plan to redeem the person who hurt you from the damage they caused.  This is true especially when that person is another Christian.
 

Pray for your enemies because the love of Christ is shed abroad in your heart.  And I promise I won't deny you a small smile when you see God deal with them.  I truly believe that your reward will be great when you hold love instead of unforgiveness in your heart.  I know it was great for me.
144. Monday, April 16, 2007

  

James 1:5
 

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

  

The book of Proverbs instructs us to get wisdom.  Now you know how to get it.  Just ask God.  He gives generously.  Isn't that great news?  What do you need wisdom in today?
145. Tuesday, April 17, 2007

  

Proverb 3: 25
 

Do not be afraid of sudden fear, nor of the onslaught of the wicked when it comes.
  

Do you remember this verse?  We just saw it last week.  Now I know what it means and why the Lord showed it to us last week.  Even when bad things happen like happened yesterday at Virginia Tech, we are not to give in to the fear it can cause.  Here is the same verse from the Amplified version.
 

Be not afraid of sudden terror and panic, nor of the stormy blast or the storm and ruin of the wicked when it comes. (AMP)

 

There is verse after verse in the Bible that says, "Be strong and courageous.  Do not fear nor be dismayed."  As hard as it is, we are not to be dismayed and frightened.  We should respond with compassion and prayer but we should also let our faith rise up because our God is greater than all of the problems of this world.  
 

Throughout the Old Testament, the Lord had to constantly remind his people not to be afraid.  I have heard it said that there are 365 places in the Bible where God exhorts us to be not afraid.  I would believe that because we may just need one a day.
 

I believe God is telling us not to be afraid for several reasons.  One is that he knows that if we are in fear, we cannot act in faith.  How can we pray effectively for the Virginia Tech faculty, students, staff and alumni as well as the families of the dead and injured and the city of Blacksburg if we are drowning in fear?
 

Also, I believe God wants us not to be in fear because it puts our eyes on the works of the devil instead of the power of God.  God wants to deliver and minister to his people.  He is big enough to help us even in these horrendous situations.  Let us put our eyes on him, therefore, and ask for and expect his help in this situation.
 

Lastly, I have heard ministers teach that fear draws something to it.  In other words, you attract what you are afraid of.  Fear certainly does not build people up.  You cannot move in fear and faith at the same time. What would have happened to David if he had gone out to confront Goliath cloaked in fear instead of faith?  I think it likely that the story would have turned out quite differently.
 

I wish to encourage each of you.  Combat the spirit of fear with the faith of God.  Think of what the scriptures promise and hold those scriptures in your heart in faith rather than allowing the terror of these events to take a grip on your heart.  Be strengthened and encouraged by the Word.
 

Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.  

 

Isaiah 41: 10

146. Wednesday, April 18, 2007

Psalm 112: 7 & 8
7 He will not fear evil tidings; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.

 

8 His heart is upheld, he will not fear.

  

Bad things happen in the world because there is evil in the land.  John 10:10 says that the devil comes "only to steal, and kill, and destroy."  None the less, the children of the Lord need not fear because in the same verse he, himself said that he had come to give life, and that more abundantly.  Psalm 112 tells what those who revere the Lord can expect.  This is the word of the Lord and you can tuck it into your heart and hold on to it.
 

I would also encourage you to reach out to someone else right now.  There are people you know who are hurt over this tragic loss.  You may not even know how they are feeling but people are affected by events like have happened this week.  If you still have the Word of the Day email from yesterday, I want to encourage you to send it on to at least one person.  If you would like another copy, email me and I can forward a copy to you.  Let's all extend what comfort we have to as many as we can.
147. Thursday, April 19, 2007

 

Deuteronomy 31: 8
 

And the Lord is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you.  He will not fail you or forsake you, do not fear, or be dismayed.

148. Friday, April 20, 2007

 

John 14:27
 

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

149. Monday, April 23, 2007

  

Romans 15: 13
 

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

150. Tuesday, April 24, 2007

  

Psalm 37: 4
 

Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the desires of your heart.

  

That is a firm promise.  It leaves no room for doubt.  Don't let anyone talk you out of receiving the desires of your heart.  Anytime the road looks rocky and it looks like you are not going to get what your heart desires, hold this scripture up and confess it right in the face of adversity.  Believe this word from the Lord instead of believing the circumstance or how things look.  God is not a man that he should lie and He will give you the desire of your heart if you don't give up.

151. Wednesday, April 25, 2007

  

Isaiah 55: 6
 

Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.

 

The book of Isaiah looks forward to the coming of Christ so this is a call to all people, those of the Old Testament and those of the new.  Do not read this only as a message of salvation though.  It is also an invitation for those who are saved to come on into the deeper waters.  We don't seek the Lord just once, get saved and then stop looking for him.  No.  Rather it is the beginning of a life spent seeking Him and going deeper and deeper in relationship with him.  Call to him to take you deeper into the things of his Spirit today.
152. Thursday, April 26, 2007

  

Psalm 34: 4
 

I sought the Lord and He answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.

153. Friday, April 27, 2007

  

Job 22: 28
 

You will also decree a thing, and it will be established for you; and light will shine on your ways.

  

What is it that you want in your life that is not there?  Decree it!  Say it with your mouth.  Do you want health?  Then decree and declare health in your life.  Do you need increasing finances?  Say it.  Decree that you are a person of means.  Do you need good grades, favor with your boss?  Whatever you require, you have only to release God's creative power by making affirmative statements of the desire of your heart and the Lord, himself, will establish it.
154. Monday, April 30, 2007

  

Isaiah 35: 4
 

Say to those with anxious hearts, "Take courage, fear not."  

155. Tuesday, May 1, 2007

  

Psalm 141: 3
 

Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips.

 

There probably are not many of us that do not need work on the words of our mouth.  Remember that what we say is what we are going to get.  The scriptures even say that death and life are in the power of the tongue (Proverb 18: 21).  If the tongue has power over life and death, then our words certainly have power over every other element or issue of life. 
 

I thought this might be a good meditation and a good prayer for the first day of May.
156. Wednesday, May 2, 2007

  

Proverb 15: 4
 

A soothing tongue is a tree of life, but perversion in it crushes the spirit.

157. Thursday, May 3, 2007

  

Psalm 19: 14
 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

158. Friday, May 4, 2007

  

Psalm 59: 12
 

On account of the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips, let them even be caught in their pride, and on account of curses and lies which they utter.

159. Monday, May 7, 2007

  

Nahum 1: 7
 

The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows those who take refuge in Him.

160. Tuesday, May 8, 2007

  

Micah 6: 8
He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.

  

I like the simplicity of this verse.  It makes it easy to understand what God asks of us: 1) behave justly, 2) extend kindness, 3) with all humility, walk with God.  In the New Testament Jesus told us to: 1) love God with all our hearts, minds and souls and 2) Love our neighbor as we love ourselves (Matthew 22: 37).  This verse shows the expression of that commandment.  In other words, we express our love for the Father and his kids by being just and kind to others and by spending our lives humbly in his presence, walking with him daily.
161. Wednesday, May 9, 2007

  

Joel 2: 28 & 29
 

And it will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.

 

And even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.

  

These are those days!  This is the promise of which Jesus spoke.  Ask the Lord to refresh your spirit by pouring out His on you today.
162. Thursday, May 10, 2007

  

The New Covenant
 

Jeremiah 31: 33
"But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the Lord, "I will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people."

  

If you wanted to know what your covenant with the Father is, here it is.  What a great promise.  He wants to be your God and wants you to be his child.  The law now lives within you in the person of the Holy Spirit (John 14: 17).  Galatians 3: 13 reminds us of our adoption into the family of God through faith in Jesus.  So we are now of the house of Israel and this is God's promise to us, that he will put his word in our hearts, that He will be our God and we shall be His people.  What a privilege to be called the people of God.  Meditate on that.
163. Monday, May 21, 2007

  

Galatians 6: 6 & 7
 

6  And let the one who is taught the word share all good things with him who teaches.

 

7  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.

  

The Bible directs us to sow all good things into the lives of those who teach us the word.  Is there something you can sow into the life of your minister?  They minister the word to us and we minister what we have back to them.  This is how it is supposed to work.  Do something nice for your minister this week.
164. Tuesday, May 22, 2007

  

Philippians 4: 19
 And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

 

I know most of you recognize this scripture but I was hoping for you to see deeper into it today.  How deep and wide is God's glory in Christ Jesus?  It might be unfathomable to us.  That is how vast his resource is for meeting your every need.  
 

The other word that strikes me in this scripture is the world "all".  Many of us relate this scripture to financial need.  It certainly does cover financial need but it encompasses so much more.  He meets our physical needs, our emotional needs and everything else we need.

165. Wednesday, May 23, 2007

  

Psalm 18: 3
 

I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies.

166. Thursday, May 24, 2007

  

Psalm 34: 10
 

The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; but they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing.
167. Friday, May 25, 2007

  

Psalm 32: 11
 

Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, you righteous ones, and shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart.

168. Tuesday, May 29, 2007

  

2 Timothy 2: 24
 

And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged.

169. Wednesday, May 30, 2007

  

Isaiah 30: 21
 

And your ears will hear a word behind you, "This is the way, walk in it."

170. Thursday, May 31, 2007

  

Isaiah 30: 18
 

Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you.  For the Lord is a God of justice; how blessed are all those who long for Him.

171. Friday, June 1, 2007

  

Proverb 22: 24 & 25
 

24  Do not associate with a man given to anger; or go with a hot-tempered man, 

 

25  Lest you learn his ways, and find a snare for yourself.

172. Monday, June 4, 2007

  

Psalm 27: 13 & 14
 

13  I would have despaired unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.

 

14  Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the Lord.

  


Everyone is given plenty of opportunity to despair.  In this Psalm, David admits that his troubles would have caused him to despair.  There was one thing that kept him from despair though.  That was his faith that he would see the goodness of God in the situation.  He believed his God stood beside him and would not let him fall.
 

Do not look at the circumstances around you.  They, like David's circumstances, are enough to cause you to fall into despair.  Keep your eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of your faith.  Take courage.  Jesus has overcome the world.
173. Tuesday, June 5, 2007

  

Jeremiah 31: 3
 

... "I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness.

 

 

Father God loves us in a manner that is almost unimaginable to us.  That is why he draws us unto himself, so that he can love us intimately rather than from afar.  He is drawing us to him today.  If you are quiet and very honest with yourself and your emotions, you can feel him pulling you towards him.  Draw close to him and allow him to love you with and everlasting love.
174. Wednesday, June 6, 2007

  

Matthew 6: 25-27
 

25  For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on.  Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?
 

26  Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not worth much more than they?
 

There is so much in these passages.  I am going to follow tomorrow and Friday with the rest of this chapter and you will see even more content.  It certainly is a message about not worrying.  But I am more struck today with the provision of God in these verses.  He provides for his kids.
 

The birds of the air are not made in his image as his own children and yet he has provided for them.  Nor do they sow which is a dominant theme in the Bible.  How is it that they reap sustenance when they have sown no seed?  God just provides.  It is that simple.
 

I think there is one thing the birds have that we don't; bird brains!  I don't think they go about intellectualizing and questioning God.  They just go dig around and expect their source to provide for their needs.
 

I want to challenge you even as I set myself to this challenge, that we trust God at a new level and expect him to meet our every need.  Let us refrain from trying to figure out how God is going to do it and just trust him.
175. Thursday, June 7, 2007

  

Matthew 6: 25-30
 

25  For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on.  Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?
 

26  Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not worth much more than they?
 

27  And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life?
 

28  And why are you worried about clothing?  Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin,
 

29  yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.  
 

30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you?  You of little faith!
  

Philippians 4: 19 promises that God will supply all of our needs.  So why should we worry about what we shall eat or drink or wear?  In the scriptures above, Jesus is turning our minds away from the cares of the world to the things of God.  He is pointing out the futility of worrying about such things.  Instead of worrying about the next bill that needs to be paid or an illness, let us turn our thoughts to the Lord of victory and let him work out the solutions to what we perceive as our problems.  Stay your mind on Jesus.
176. Friday, June 8, 2007

  

Matthew 6: 25-34
 

25 For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on.  Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?
 

26 Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not worth much more than they?
 

27 And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life?
 

28 And why are you worried about clothing?  Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin,
 

29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.  
 

30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you?  You of little faith!
 

31 Do not worry then, saying, “What will we eat?" or "What will we drink?" or "What will we wear for clothing?"
 

32 For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.
 

33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
 

34 So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own.
 

The crux of this 3 day message is found in verse 33.  Let us take our eyes off of the things of this world including our needs because worrying about them avails nothing.  Rather let us set our eyes upon Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith because God knows our needs and takes care of us.  We need to be like the birds and just expect that God is going to meet our every need.  Then we can keep our energies on drawing closer to God.
 

So if someone calls you a "bird brain", tell him, "Thank you."
177. Monday, June 11, 2007

  

Isaiah 43: 2
 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers they will not overflow you.

 

When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you.

Tuesday, June 11, 2007

Jeremiah 29: 11   (This one has been used before on Feb. 12, 2007)

178. Wednesday, June 13, 2007

  

Daniel 10: 12
 

Then he said to me, "Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart on understanding this and on humbling yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to your words."

 

 

An angel of the Lord appeared to Daniel in response to his prayer and though some time transpired between the time Daniel first prayed and the arrival of the angel, the reality was that the Lord had sent the angel to him when he first prayed.
 

The angel can be seen as a metaphor for answers to prayer.  When we pray, we sometimes do not see the answer to our prayer immediately.  "Do not be afraid."  From the first moment you prayed, God started working out your situation and your answers are on their way.  Just don't give up on them.
179. Thursday, June 14, 2007

  

Matthew 7:12
 

"Therefore, however you want people to treat you, so treat them, for this is the Law and the Prophets."

180. Friday, June 15, 2007

  

Mark 4: 22
 

For nothing is hidden, except to be revealed; nor has anything been secret, but that it should come to light.

  

Politicians ought to read this, everything comes to light.  
 

But seriously, there is a different message in here.  Some people believe that the ways of God are mysterious and beyond man's comprehension.  That is just not true.  His ways are above our ways and we cannot understand him by thinking like we think but, praise God, we don't have to try to understand him.  He reveals himself to us.  He wants to show himself to us.
 

These are Jesus' words.  He is trying to tell us that all knowledge and wisdom is available to us through his Father and ours.  God does not wish to keep his knowledge to himself.  He wants to reveal it to us.  We have to put ourselves in a position to receive that revealed knowledge.  Most importantly, we have to ask.  Instead of pondering over a problem, ask God what he thinks.  It is his desire to reveal to us the information and wisdom that he has.
181. Monday, June 18, 2007

  

Isaiah 42: 3
 

A bruised reed He will not break, and a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice.

 

 

In this passage, God is speaking through his prophet Isaiah about the coming of Jesus.  I am struck by God's description of Jesus' character.  His gentleness is characterized here and I believe it is something we can embrace.  
 

I see in this verse, hope for every person.  I think no matter how dimly the wick is burning, Jesus will care for that little bit of flame.  He will nurture it.  And to the degree that we will allow him, he will grow it into a strong, burning flame; one that is able to warm an entire room.
 

It also seems to me that Jesus gets this warm, loving and caring capacity from His Father which should give us even greater reason to rejoice.
182. Tuesday, June 19, 2007

  

Proverb 22: 4
 

The reward of humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, honor and life.

183. Wednesday, June 20, 2007

  

Proverb 21: 30
 

There is no wisdom and no understanding and no counsel against the Lord.

184. Thursday, June 21, 2007

 2 Timothy 1: 7
 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  (KJV)

  

We have looked at this scripture before but I felt it was time to pull it out again.  I have been really surprised recently over how many people live in an almost constant state of fear.  There are perpetuators of fear in the world.  Really it is all around us but we do not have to live in a state of fear.  What an awful way to live.  Fear really is a very uncomfortable emotion.  Fear is debilitating but praise God, Jesus is liberating.
 

If you struggle with fear, know that it is not God's will or intention for you to live with that fear.  Read Psalm 91 every day and turn off the news.  You will find that you will begin to be filled with confidence in God's ability to protect you and your property instead of possessed by fear.

185. Friday, June 22, 2007

  

Jeremiah 30: 17
 

For I will restore you to health and I will heal you of your wounds.

 

 

If you've gotten nicked in the battles this week, give yourself over this weekend to the Lord for him to minister to all your injuries.  Trust him to want to heal you and to in fact heal your every ache and pain.  Let us all turn our minds to him and give him some of our time so that he can restore health to our bodies, souls and spirit.
Monday, June 25, 2007
(used before on Wed. May 9, 2007)

  

Joel 2: 28                      The Holy Spirit promised

186. Tuesday, June 26, 2007

  

Romans 8: 11
 

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.

187. Wednesday, June 27, 2007

  

Deuteronomy 29: 9
So keep the words of this covenant to do them, that you may prosper in all that you do.
188. Thursday, June 28, 2007

  

Acts 2: 42
 

And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

  

This passage refers to a group of three thousand people who had been saved and baptized in response to a message from the Apostle Peter.  I found it interesting the matters to which they dedicated themselves.  We would imagine that they dedicated themselves to prayer and to the teachings of the apostles, but would you have thought that they dedicated themselves to fellowship and to the "breaking of bread?"
 

Their life in the word became all encompassing.  They formed a community and shared together.  Our social lives so often involve meals together.  How much can we encourage and build each other up by taking Jesus to lunch with us.  
 

Rock yourself out of your comfort zone.  Invite someone to lunch or dinner that loves the Lord as much as you do and invite Jesus to be a part of it.  Don't keep yourself and Jesus cooped up in your house all of the time.  See what happens when you take this bold step.  I am sure you will have a great time.
189. Friday, June 29, 2007

  

Acts 10:38
 

You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was with him

  

I just love this scripture.  It says so much and is so powerful.  The anointing of the Holy Spirit brings with it the very presence of God and power and manifests as breaking the power of the devil off of people's lives, healing and all sorts of good works.  Praise God!
190. Monday, July 2, 2007

Romans 8:31

If God be for us, then who can be against us?  (NIV)

191. Tuesday, July 3, 2007

  

Galatians 6: 9
 

And let us not lose heart in doing good for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.

192. Wednesday, July 4, 2007

  

Galatians 5: 1
 

It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

193. Thursday, July 5, 2007

  

Ephesians 3: 18
 

17  . . . and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 

 

18  may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth.

 

In this chapter, Paul is writing about how the manifold wisdom of God is being given to mankind; that God is revealing that which was previously a mystery.  Then he, Paul, begins to pray for the church at Ephesus that they would be partakers in the fullness of this conveyance of knowledge and wisdom.  What I find so striking is that Paul sets out a prerequisite, that love precedes knowledge and wisdom.  He seems to say that without us being firmly grounded in love, we will be incapable of comprehending the things of God.

 

194. Friday, July 6, 2007

  

Psalm 3: 3
 

But Thou, O Lord, art a shield about me, my glory, and the One who lifts my head.

 

This is a psalm of David and is called "Morning Prayer of Trust in God."  King David lived by his trust in the Lord.  It seems a good guide for how we might begin our mornings.

195. Monday, July 11, 2007

  

2 Corinthians 3: 17
 

. . . where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

196. Tuesday, July 10, 2007

  

Leviticus 19: 32
 

You shall rise up before the grayheaded, and honor the aged, and you shall revere your God; I am the Lord.

197. Wednesday, July 11, 2007

  

Job 6: 14
 

For the despairing man there should be kindness from his friend.

198. Thursday, July 12, 2007

  

Matthew 5: 11 & 12
 

11 Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of me.

 

12 Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

  

This is one of those lessons many of us struggle with.  It really goes against our sense of justice.  You are trying your best to walk through the world in love and frankly, you are doing a pretty good job.  The next thing you know, Wham!, someone blind sides you with rude behavior, lies or some other injustice.  You know it is not right and it is kind of confusing.  It seems people treated you better when you were acting like a heathen. 
 

Well, guess what, it's true.  They did treat you better when they saw less of Christ in you.  The more you walk in the Spirit, in truth, in love, the more some people will want to cast insults and false allegations at you.  Don't worry though.  It only means that you are succeeding.  If the devil can throw insults at you and break you right here, he will rob the kingdom of a mighty warrior.  Stand your ground.  You will get to the other side.  Remember that we are instructed to pray for those who persecute and despitefully use us so pray for those folks and then put it out of your mind.  Praise the Lord that who you are on the inside is showing on the outside.  You are walking on Holy ground and you are drawing closer to the Lord.  You are experiencing that which he experienced and so you have something intimately in common that you can talk with him about.
 

Praise God when these things happen to you!  You are winning!
199. Friday, July 13, 2007

  

Isaiah 52: 4
 

For thus saith the Lord God, My people went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause.  (KJV)

 

This goes along with yesterday's message about people speaking falsely about the children of God and abusing them without cause.  Yesterday's message was from the lips of Jesus.  Here is an Old Testament example from the mouth of God.  God delivered his people from Egypt and from the Assyrians and he will likewise deliver you.
200. Monday, July 16, 2007

  

Isaiah 52:7
 

How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who announces peace and brings good news of happiness, who announces salvation and says to Zion, "Your God reigns!"

201. Tuesday, July 17, 2007

  

Psalm 33: 18 - 21
 

18  Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, on those who hope for His lovingkindness,

 

19  to deliver their soul from death and to keep them alive in famine.

 

20  Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield.

 

21  For our heart rejoices in Him, because we trust in His holy name.   (Emphasis added)

Our trust in the Lord is a key that opens many doors.  As we trust him, we let go of the concerns that abound.  As we let go, he is able to operate more fully in our lives.  This, of course, causes our faith to grow and helps us to trust him even more.
 

Fear of the Lord in this sense is reverence or think of it as those who trust in him.  It is not used in the sense of being afraid of the Lord.  Notice that his eye is on those who revere him; those who are in relationship with him.  He provides salvation, yes, but he also delivers from famine.  If he keeps us alive through famine then I believe it is safe to say that he is able and willing to safeguard us and deliver us in all situations.
202. Wednesday, July 18, 2007

  

John 1: 14
 

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.

 

Psalm 107: 20
 

He sent His word and healed them and delivered them from their destructions.

203. Thursday, July 19, 2007

  

Psalm 95: 1-2
 

1  Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.

 

2  Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.  (NIV)

204. Friday, July 20, 2007

Proverb 28: 25
An arrogant man stirs up strife, but he who trusts in the Lord will prosper.

205. Monday, July 23, 2007

  

Jeremiah 51: 15
 

He made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his understanding.

206. Tuesday, July 24, 2007
(reused Monday, 2/23/15)
  

Titus 1: 7
 

Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he must be blameless - not overbearing, not quick tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain.

 

This is Paul's message to Titus regarding the selection of elders for the church.  We should all be pursuing spiritual maturity and this is a good measure of what it looks like.  One might expect a spiritually mature person to have overcome any tendency toward drunkenness and we would expect that person not to attempt gain by deceitful or dishonest means.  Certainly a spiritually mature person should not be a person of violence.  Would we, though, have thought to include a quick temper and an overbearing manner to the list of characteristics that a spiritually mature person is not?  

Webster’s defines overbear as: to dominate, domineer over, overrule, or subdue.

And overbearing as: acting in a dictatorial manner; arrogant; domineering, overriding.

When we think we have the answers or God has shown us something that has helped us to mature we sometimes begin to shove those answers down other people’s throats.  We sometimes try to overrule or subdue others thoughts or feelings.  I doubt any of us wishes to be described using any of the terms above.

That is not God’s way.  He was patient with us; let us, then be patient with others.  Besides, our answers are not always their answers.  If we are truly mature in Christ, then we can fully trust the Lord, even to helping others find their way.   

207. Wednesday, July 25, 2007

 

Titus 1: 8
 

Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined.

  

Yesterday we saw the characteristics that should not be part of a mature Christian's walk.  Today Paul shows us the characteristics that do illustrate a mature Christian’s walk.

208. Thursday, July 26, 2007

  

1 John 5: 12
 

He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.

 

 

That's pretty simple, isn't it?
209. Friday, July 27, 2007

 

Jeremiah 51: 46
 

Do not lose heart or be afraid when rumors are heard in the land; one rumor comes this year, another the next, rumors of violence in the land and of ruler against ruler.

210. Monday, July 30, 2007

 

1 John 4: 7
 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.

211. Tuesday, July 31, 2007

 

Philemon 1: 7
 

Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the saints.  (NIV)

  

The seeds of love and encouragement you sow encourage and strengthen all of us.  Pastors and teachers gain strength from the encouragement you give to them as well as from the evidence of their work as you constantly sow love into the lives of others.  Give great joy and encouragement to your pastors and teachers by sowing what they have given to you into the life of someone else.
212. Wednesday, August 1, 2007

  

Colossians 3: 23 & 24
 

23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men;

 

24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.

 

How easy it is to forget that the Lord would have us perform our jobs as if he was our boss instead of a person.  It is for him that we work and do all things.  Show it in the way you do everything.

213. Thursday, August 2, 2007

 

Proverb 26: 21-22
 

21 As charcoal to embers and as wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife.

 

22 The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to a man's inmost parts.  (NIV)

214. Friday, August 3, 2007

  

Lamentations 2: 22
 

Because of the Lord's great love, we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  (NIV)

215. Monday, August 6, 2007

 

Hebrews 2: 1
 

We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 

 

This is talking about paying more careful attention to the Word you have heard.  God's word is life and health to those who find it.  The writer of Hebrews tells us that the danger of not heeding the Word, is that we might drift away.  Renew your minds daily with the Word of God.
216. Tuesday, August 7, 2007

  

Lamentations 3: 25 
 

The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him.

217. Wednesday, August 8, 2007

  

Lamentations 3: 57
 

You came near when I called you, and you said, "Do not fear."

218. Thursday, August 9, 2007

  

Ezekiel 3: 1
 

Then He said to me, "Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll and go, speak to the house of Israel.

  

This is an interesting story about God sending the prophet Ezekiel to the house of Israel with a prophetic word.  In a vision, the Lord gave a scroll to Ezekiel and ordered him to eat it so that he could speak the word given.  
 

It caused me to think of our own lives.  There are many times we need a prophetic word or we need to speak the Word of God that has been given to us already.  We cannot do that unless we have previously fed on the Word.  Then in the day of need, the Word is there to carry out the Promise of God.  Feed on the Word daily so that your strength will be built.

219. Friday, August 10, 2007

 

2 Corinthians 12: 9
 

But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is perfected in weakness."

 

Jesus' words here to Paul are a good reminder to us that his strength is more than enough for every circumstance.  Furthermore, his power is perfected in our weakness.  Therefore, the fact that we are weak or without strength is really not bad news because he is at his best when we are powerless.

220. Monday, August 13, 2007

 

Isaiah 42: 6
 

I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you.

221. Tuesday, August 14, 2007

  

Isaiah 30: 18
 

Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you.  For the Lord is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long for Him.

222. Wednesday, August 15, 2007

  

Matthew 7: 26 - 27
 

26  And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand.

 

27  And the rain descended and the floods came and the winds blew and burst against that house; and it fell and great was its fall.

 

No one wants to look foolish or be accused of being like a foolish man nor do we want to suffer a great fall.  And yet how many people do not act on the words of Jesus?  I suppose we all could do better but I really imagine that we are trying and growing in this area.  There are plenty of folks not trying though.  Let us begin with some of Jesus' advice.  In the paragraphs just preceding this, he encouraged us to prayer.  Let us pray, today, for those who are not heeding Jesus' words and let us pray for ourselves, that He, Jesus, will help us to be more like himself.  Make it a point to stop today and say a little prayer to the one who is able to help.  He is waiting to show his great compassion to you.

223. Thursday, August 16, 2007

  

Isaiah 49: 16
 

See, I have engraved you on the palms of My hands.

 

 

It is wonderful to see how precious we are to the Lord.  So precious in fact that we are ever before his eyes.  He longs to show his love to us.

224. Friday, August 17, 2007

  

Galatians 6: 17
 

From now on, let no one cause trouble for me for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.

 

Father God has inscribed us onto his hands.  We also bear witness that we belong to the Lord.  You cannot see it perhaps, but it is there none the less.  We bear the brand-mark of Jesus letting everyone know to whom we belong.
225. Monday, August 20, 2007

  

Proverb 25: 15
 

Through patience a ruler can be persuaded, and a gentle tongue can break a bone.

226. Tuesday, August 21, 2007

 

 

Isaiah 44: 5
 

... and another will write on his hand, "Belonging to the Lord."

227. Wednesday, August 22, 2007

 

Isaiah 35: 4
Say to those with anxious heart, "Take courage, fear not.  Behold, your God will come with vengeance; the recompense of God will come, but He will save you."

228. Thursday, August 23, 2007

 

 

Jeremiah 1: 12
 

You have seen well, for I am watching over My word to perform it.

   

God is watching over his word to perform it.  All we have to do is speak his word, and he will perform it.  Ephesians 6: 17 tells us to take up the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.  Well, how does one wield a sword that is made of words?  You speak them.  You speak the words you find in scripture and God and his heavenly hosts set about to accomplish that word you speak.
229. Friday, August 24, 2007

 
 

2 Thessalonians 3: 16
 

Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance.  The Lord be with you all!

230. Monday, August 27, 2007

 

 

Isaiah 50: 5
 

The Lord God has opened my ear.

 

God still speaks to his people today.  He has opened our ears so that we may hear him.  But first you must believe that you can hear from him.

231. Tuesday, August 28, 2007

 

 

Isaiah 30: 21
 

And your ears will hear a word behind you, "This is the way, walk in it."

232. Wednesday, August 29, 2007

 

 

Psalm 117
1  Praise the Lord, all nations; laud Him, all peoples!

2  For His lovingkindness is great toward us, and the truth of the Lord is everlasting.

3  Praise the Lord!

 

 

 

That is Psalm 117 in its entirety.  It is really short but I imagine the writer thinking that all had been said in that moment.
233. Thursday, August 30, 2007

 

 

Psalm 103: 1 & 2
 

1  Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name.

 

2  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits.

 

 

Why don't more people turn their lives over to Christ?  Maybe they have forgotten that a life with God is a life with benefits.  There is much more to life with Jesus and our Father than just the next life.  Over the next six days, I will send one of the six listed benefits listed in the verses that follow today's passage.  These six benefits should surely have us blessing his Holy name.

234. Friday, August 31, 2007

 

 

Psalm 103: 2 & 3          

Benefit 1
 

 

2  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits;

 

3  Who pardons all your iniquities.

235. Monday, September 3, 2007

 

 

Psalm 103: 2 & 3b                
Benefit 2
 

2  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits;

 

4  Who heals all your diseases.

236. Tuesday, September 4, 2007

 

Psalm 103: 2 & 4a          

Benefit 3
 

2  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits;

 

4  Who redeems your life from the pit.

237. Wednesday, September 5, 2007

 

 

Psalm 103:2 & 4b


Benefit 4
 

2  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits;

 

4  Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion.

238. Thursday, September 6, 2007

 

 

Psalm 103: 2 & 5a


Benefit 5
 

 

2  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits;

 

5  Who satisfies your years with good things.

239. Friday, September 7, 2007

Psalm 103: 2 & 5b


Benefit 6
2  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits;

 

5  So that your youth is renewed like the eagle.

240. Monday, September 10, 2007

 

 

Ecclesiastes 7: 5
 

It is better to listen to the rebuke of a wise man than for one to listen to the song of fools.

 

 

Real growth seems to be predicated on one's ability and willingness to listen to the truth.  Many times we do not want to hear the truth because it is a bit painful.  I would suggest that it is not nearly as painful as staying in one's current condition and situation.  The scripture says that the knowledge of the truth will set you free.  Is someone in your life trying to lead you into truth right now?  Follow truth and be free.
 

241. Tuesday, September 11, 2007

 

 

Isaiah 46: 4
 

Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you, I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you.

242. Wednesday, September 12, 2007

 

 

Ecclesiastes 7: 9
 

Do not be eager in your heart to be angry, for anger resides in the bosom of fools.

  

Easier said than done perhaps, but God would not have given us this instruction without also giving us the means to accomplish it.  It is not so much a matter of what we are able to do through him as what we will allow him to do through us.  If we will yield ourselves to him, he is more than able to overcome anger and any of the other situations of our lives.

243. Thursday, September 13, 2007

 

 

Philippians 2: 3 & 4
  

3  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself;

 

4  do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

244. Friday, September 14, 2007

 

Ecclesiastes 7: 19
 

Wisdom strengthens a wise man more than ten rulers who are in a city.

245. Monday, September 17, 2007

 

 Ecclesiastes 8: 12
 

(I)t will be well for those who fear God, who fear Him openly.

 

 

The word used here and translated as the English word "fear"  means to hold a reverential respect for.  So the verse says that it will be well for those who revere or respect the Lord openly.
246. Tuesday, September, 18, 2007

 

Ezekiel 16: 49
 

Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom; she and her daughters had arrogance, abundant food and careless ease, but she did not help the poor and needy.

 

 

Could this be said of any of us today?  What about us corporately?  Is our town, our church our country guilty of this kind of arrogant self-indulgence?  We look at our success and prosperity and clap ourselves on the back for the success we have wrought.  But it is the Lord that gives us power to make wealth (Deut. 8: 18) and he does that, not only to bless us, but also that we may bless his other kids who are not where we are or as fortunate as we.

247. Wednesday, September 19, 2007

 

Proverb 9: 8-9
 

8  Do not reprove a scoffer, lest he hate you,

    Reprove a wise man and he will love you.

 

9  Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser,

    Teach a righteous man, and he will increase his learning.

248. Thursday, September 20, 2007

 

 

Proverb 9: 11
 

For by me your days will be multiplied and years of live will be added to you.

249. Friday, September 21, 2007

 

Psalm 105: 34
 

Let my meditation be pleasing to him.

 

  

I found it interesting that the psalmist here is praying that his meditation would be pleasing to the Lord.  That seems to indicate that the Lord knows on what we meditate.  Further it seems clear that we are to think on, meditate on, that which is pleasing to the Lord.  We could all stand to ask ourselves what we are allowing our minds to spend time on.
250. Monday, September 24, 2007

 

 

Psalm 19: 14
 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

251. Tuesday, September 25, 2007

 

 

Psalm 141: 3
 

Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth

252. Wednesday, September 26, 2007

 

 

Matthew 7: 12   
 

Therefore, however you want people to treat you, so treat them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

 

 

 

The Golden Rule; lest we forget.
253. Thursday, September 27, 2007

 

 

Proverb 3: 9 & 10
 9   Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the first of all your produce; 

 

10 So your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine.

254. Friday, September 28, 2007

 

 

Obadiah 1: 15
 

 As you have done, it will be done to you.  Your dealings will return on your own head.

 

  

I hope you hear this as very good news today.
255. Monday, October 1, 2007

 

 

Isaiah 55: 11
 

So shall be My word which goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.

 

256. Tuesday, October 2, 2007

 

 

Matthew 8: 17
 

"He Himself took our infirmities and carried away our diseases."

 

257. Wednesday, October 3, 2007

 

John 14: 12
 

Truly, truly I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to the Father.

 

 

This verse might make a few folks uncomfortable but these are Jesus' own words.  He is speaking about us, those who believe in him.  We are to be performing not only the same works that he did, but even greater.  We keep waiting for God or Jesus to perform miracles in our lives and our society when all along he has given us his name to go out and do even greater works than he did.  Which one of us is living up to Jesus' expectation?
258. Thursday, October 4, 2007

 

Matthew 28: 18
  

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

 

 

Why are we not all doing the things Jesus did and greater things?  I believe we have allowed the truth to be stolen from us about our heritage, our ancestry.  Jesus knew who he was and by whose authority he had the right to perform miracles.  He recognized that he had all authority but also that the authority was given him.  By whom?  The Father of course.  Jesus went about doing good, healing the sick; but he never took credit for it.  He said, "It is not I who do these works but the Father in me."  He recognized that he had authority but he also knew in whom his authority rested.  And he had faith in that authority and he who backed it up.
259. Friday, October 5, 2007

 

Luke 9:1
 

And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and authority over all the demons, and to heal diseases.

 

 

We saw yesterday that Jesus said that he had been given all authority in heaven and on earth.  Here we find Jesus giving authority to his followers.  He gave them authority over sickness and disease as well as over every type of demon.  So, God gave authority to Jesus and Jesus went about casting out demons and healing all who were sick.  Then he passed this authority on to us, his followers so that we might also go about healing all who are sick and casting out any sort of demon.  There is an unbroken chain of power and authority from God to us through the person of Jesus Christ.  When we start to understand this and believe the words of Jesus, then we too will do as he did and greater things too.
260. Monday, October 8, 2007

 

 

Matthew 17: 16
 

And I brought him to Your disciples, and they could not cure him.

 

 

Even after Jesus said that the works that he did, we also would do and greater works still and after having given all authority to cast out demons and heal the sick to his disciples, his disciples failed to cast the demon out of the boy that the parents had taken to them.  So, the parents took the child to Jesus.  Jesus' response was, "O unbelieving and perverted generation how long shall I be with you?  How long shall I Put up with you?  Bring him here to Me," (Verse 17).
 

How could his disciples have failed given that Jesus had given them his own authority?  If they, who walked with Jesus, failed, then where does that leave us.  What caused the disciples' failure and does it reflect our own times?
 

Verse 18 picks up after Jesus' command for the boy to be brought to him.
 

18  And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him and the boy was cured at once. 
 

19  Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it out?"
 

20  And He said to them, "Because of the littleness of your faith."
 

 

Here is our problem.  Jesus has commissioned us to do this work on this planet, to be his disciples and do the things he did and even greater works and yet we do not see Jesus' kind of miracles in American society very often.  Why not?  Jesus said it is because of our lack of faith.  I would go further to say that we can't even reach faith because we have a problem with belief.  We don't even believe that we should be seeing these kinds of miracles much less that you and I should be performing them.  We are so hung up in our ego's that we do not recognize God as the source and that miracles we perform are through the grace and authority of our Father and our Lord.  All we see is ourselves.  You will never perform a miracle by your own power but if you would open your heart and mind, Jesus could perform miracles through you.
 

Christians are sick and dying.  People are going to hell and yet the body of Christ won't get out of its comfort zone.  It is time we receive a real revelation of what it means to be the body of Christ and for the slumbering giant to awaken.
261. Tuesday, October 9, 2007

 

Psalm 116: 5
 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yes our God is compassionate.

262. Wednesday, October 10, 2007

 

Psalm 111: 4
 

The Lord is gracious and compassionate.

263. Thursday, October 11, 2007

 

 

John 16: 13
 

But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.

 

 

There are plenty of observations to be made in this scripture but the one I wish to emphasize is that the Holy Spirit speaks to us.  The Spirit of Truth is the Holy Spirit which Jesus promised and also called "the Helper."  The verse says that he will lead us into all truth.  He will do this by speaking to us what he hears the Father and Jesus speaking.  The Holy Spirit conveys to us that which Father God and Jesus speak which by its nature is truth.  Therefore, we are being led into all truth by listening to what the Holy Spirit has to say to us.  If you are not expecting the Holy Spirit to speak to you, then you should change your expectation because this verse says the Holy Spirit was sent to disclose all truth to you by speaking to you.
264. Friday, October 12, 2007

 

 

Proverb 3: 5-6
 

5  Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on you own understanding.

 

6  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.

 

 

This is a pretty popular and well known verse.  Many of us can rattle it off without really thinking about it.  I wonder, though, how many people trust the Lord "with all (their) hearts."  And few of us can go forward in a situation without trusting and leaning on our own understanding.  
 

Sometimes the facts are more convincing to us than what the Word says.  This is where the rubber meets the road.  Can we trust in the Lord in the face of what we see in the facts and understand about how they work in the world?  Or can we follow what the Lord is telling us in spite of what "makes sense?" Something is going to influence our decisions.  Let us endeavor to push ourselves a bit more.  If we will follow Him instead of trusting in our own knowledge then our way will be a lot easier and we won't have to spend as much time wandering through the weeds trying to find our way.
265. Monday, October 15, 2007

 

 

Psalm 111: 7  (NIV)
 

The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy.

266. Tuesday, October 16, 2007

 

 

Psalm 118: 29
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His lovingkindness is everlasting.

 

 

 

This is part the good news that we are to preach to the world, and it really is very good news.  None the less, I've noticed that God gets blamed for a lot of the bad things that happen to people.  There is good in the world and there is evil in the world.  Some people want to deny the presence of an enemy even though the Bible tells us that the devil and his minions are our enemies and that the devil comes only to kill, steal and destroy (John 10:10).  When people deny the existence of the devil, then they end up blaming God for the bad things that happen.  I am sad to say that many Christians do this even though they know that "God so loved ..."  (John 3: 16).
 

God is a good God and loves us beyond what most people can even comprehend.  Let us give him praise for all the good things he does for us and just for who he is.

267. Wednesday, October 17, 2007

 

 

James 5: 13
 

Is anyone among you suffering?  Then he must pray.  Is anyone cheerful?  he is to sing praises.

 

 

This scripture goes well with yesterday's scripture.  God is waiting to help us with whatever troubles we encounter.  This means health issues, financial problems, family problems, etc.  He wants to help us through every situation in our lives.  It is his delight and joy to help his kids.
 

Our part is to be thankful.  Praise breaks shackles off of us and deepens our relationship with our Father.  He is a good Father and wants to help in and be a part of every aspect of our lives.  Praise is our love offering back to him for all that  he does for us.  Don't forget to pray and don't forget to be thankful for answered prayer.
268. Thursday, October 18, 2007

 

 

Psalm 28: 7
 

The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in Him, and I am helped; therefore my heart exults, and with my song I shall thank Him.

 

 

In this verse we can see an order to prayer and worship, a methodology if you will.  First, there is the declaration of God's Word and his promise.  Then we give our heart over to full trust in that word and the God behind it.  The result is that we are helped in our need.  Then we exult in God and praise and thank him.  Notice that our time is not spent praying for our need but rather in confessing God's word and declaring our trust in his faithfulness.  Lastly, we spend our breath praising and thanking him instead of moaning, groaning and confessing our problems.  
269. Friday, October 19, 2007

 

Job 5:10
 

He gives rain on the earth, and sends water on the fields.

  

We could use some of that rain that God sends.  God is our source for all things and he meets all of our needs.  Let us all agree in prayer for the rain that we need and an end to drought.
270. Monday, October 22, 2007

 

1 John 4: 18
 

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.

 

Many Christians know this or it is at least familiar to them, and yet, I find a lot of fear in the body of Christ.  Some times I am shocked at the reign fear has established in our communities, even our Christian community.  Jesus is perfect love and in him there is no fear.  We are in him and he in us so we should have no fear either.  When fear comes knocking on your heart, pray immediately.  You don't even have to stop your activity.  Just say, "Perfect love casts out fear and I cast out that fear right now in the name of Jesus.  I do not receive fear.  My faith is in God and his son and Holy Spirit."  You can have confidence in this prayer because of he who is perfect love.  When you pray in him, he shows up with all his dominion and power to reign over the situation for you.  Love and fear cannot exist in the same space or the same moment.  Throw yourself and your trust headlong into Jesus' love.
271. Tuesday, October 23, 2007

 

 Jude 1: 19-21
 

19  These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly minded, devoid of the Spirit.

 

20  But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the Holy Spirit; 

 

21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.

We have the choice of thinking like God thinks or thinking like the world thinks.  Thinking like the world brings division, even in the church.  But we are of the Spirit and the Spirit brings love.  It does not come naturally though.  We must keep ourselves built up by praying in the Holy Spirit.  
272. Wednesday, October 24, 2007

 

Romans 8:6
 

For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.

  

This scripture goes well with the one from yesterday.  Just like praying in the Spirit keeps us in the love of God, it also brings life and peace to us as well as to our environment.  It makes sense.  If we are walking in the love of God, we should expect life and peace.  Life, love and peace are what we will spread too.  The conclusion then is to pray in the Spirit.
273. Thursday, October 25, 2007

 

Ephesians 4: 1-3
 

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

 

 

We are implored to walk in this manner but you know as well as I that though we desire to walk in a manner worthy of our calling, it is not always an easy thing to do.  This kind of patience, temperance and love walk comes only by prayer.  We must, as we have seen this week, keep ourselves built up on our most holy faith by praying in the Spirit.  
274. Monday, November 12, 2007

 

Psalm 105: 8
 

He has remembered His covenant forever, the word which He commanded to a thousand generations.

 

Isn't it good to know that God has not forgotten his word to you?  He stands behind his covenant waiting to fulfill it in your life.
275. Tuesday, November 13, 2007

 

Daniel 1: 9
 

Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials.

 

Daniel was about to petition the commander to allow Daniel and his friends to continue to eat their own kind of food instead of the portion of the King's food that the King was having set aside for them.  It is not shown that Daniel prayed for favor.  Daniel had decided, though, that to eat the king's meat would defile him.  So he decided to keep himself holy to the Lord.  Then the Lord, on his own initiative, gave Daniel favor in the sight of those who had jurisdiction over him.
 

Isn't it nice to know that God will, and does, work on your behalf granting needs and favor even when you have not specifically prayed for something?  God knows your needs even before you do and he is already at work meeting your need.  Set your eyes on him, like Daniel did, and he will work out the details.

276. Wednesday, November 14, 2007

 

Deuteronomy 29: 9
 

So keep the words of this covenant to do them that you may prosper in all that you do.

277. Thursday, November 15, 2007

 

Titus 3: 5
 

He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of, regeneration, and renewing by the Holy Spirit.

278. Friday, November 16, 2007
 
Proverb 23: 18
 
Surely there is a future, and your hope will not be cut off.

279. Monday, December 3, 2007
 
1 Peter 3: 8
Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.  
280. Tuesday, December 4, 2007
  
1 Peter 3:10
 
Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech.

281. Wednesday, December 5, 2007
 
Psalm 106: 1
 
Praise the Lord!  Oh give thanks to the Lord for He is good; for His lovingkindness is everlasting.
 
This verse directs us to give thanks to the Lord.  We have much to be thankful for and having recently celebrated Thanksgiving we may have reminded ourselves of that.  Of all the things we have to be thankful for, first among them surely is God's lovingkindness and goodness.  We can be very thankful for God's very nature.
 
I think of this as first among God's blessings and promises to us.  Out of his good and loving nature, all else flows.  It is because of this, God's essential nature that Jesus was sent to us as the recompense for all that separated us from the Father.  Let us not lose sight of this most important gift and fundamental keystone of our relationship with the Father; that he first loved.  It is his love and his goodness that is the foundation of all.  It is this, first and foremost, to be comprehended and embraced so that we can receive all the other blessings that God so wants to give us.
282. Thursday, December 6, 2007
 
Proverb 4: 7
 
The beginning of wisdom is: Acquire wisdom; and with all your acquiring, get understanding.

283. Friday, December 7, 2007
  
Matthew 8: 13
 
And Jesus said to the centurion, "Go your way; let it be done to you as you have believed."
  
What a powerful statement!.  Why do you think this story is in the Bible?  I imagine Jesus is saying the same thing to us today.  I wonder sometimes if "it" is being done to me as I have believed.  What about your life?  Do you have exactly what you have believed for?  The centurion was the author of his own miracle by his faith and belief in Jesus' power and authority.  What are you believing in today?  What are you believing for?  What would you believe for if you knew that Jesus was going to say to you, "Be it done for you as you have believed?"
284. Monday, December 10, 2007
 
Psalm 119: 165
 
Those who love Thy law have great peace, and nothing causes them to stumble.
  
Who does not want great peace?  I am chagrined at times, especially at this time of year to see and hear so many people who have lost their peace or who seem so lost and unhappy.  I want so much to give them the peace and joy that comes with being one of God's kids.  Yet we stubbornly hold onto the things of the world rather than turning our hearts to God.  Why?  With him comes so much benefit; love, joy, peace, hope.
 
I thank God every day that he is my life and wonder how those without him survive the rigors of this world.  He takes care of so many of the things in life for those who let him.  His peace is free and available to any one who chooses it.  May his peace spread across the land this day.
285. Tuesday, December 11, 2007
 
 Ephesians 2:14
 
For He Himself is our peace ....

286. Wednesday, December 12, 2007
 
1 John 4: 7
 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
 
 
Sometimes I think all of this talk about love sounds a little bit like 1960's hippy talk.  But in this verse love comes with a very high recommendation.  It also sounds a bit wimpy at times but I have found that walking in love is one of the most difficult and courageous things one can do.
 
Let us use this Christmas season to extend ourselves a little.  Despite the wonder of the season, there are a lot of grumpy people out there.  Be the one who is full of cheer and try to bring light into other people's lives.  Maybe it is a habit we can get used to.
287. Friday, December 13, 2007
 
Isaiah 40: 29-31
 
29  He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases power.
 
30  Though youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly,
 
31  Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength.

288. Monday, December 17, 2007
  
Isaiah 61: 2
  
He has sent me to tell those who mourn that the time of God's favor to them has come, and the day of his wrath to their enemies.  (Living Bible)

289. Tuesday, December 18, 2007
 
 Isaiah 60: 21
  
"As for me, this is my promise to them," says the Lord; "My Holy Spirit shall not leave them."

290. Wednesday, December 19, 2007
  
Matthew 7: 1
 
Do not judge lest you be judged.
 
 It seems to me that at Christmas time we find the extremes of human emotion on display.  There are those whose joy overflows and those who seem as much like Scrooge as Scrooge himself.  With so much to do and traveling and being with family and Christmas parties, sometimes our love walk is tested.  These words from Jesus are a good reminder to us all to be gracious with others this season.  Whether it is someone who half runs you over at the mall or that family member who always seems to always act out at the holiday gatherings, try to see them through Jesus’ eyes and stay in love.  God bless you.
291. Thursday, December 20, 2007
  
Galatians 5: 22
 
But the fruit of the Spirit is:
 
Love
Joy
Peace
Patience
Kindness
Goodness
Faithfulness
Gentleness, and 
Self-control.

292. Friday, December 21, 2007
 
Luke 2: 10-11  (King James)
 
10  And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
 
11  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.
  
The New American Standard version says the angel brought "good news."  It makes me want to shout; a savior was born!  I am constantly amazed these days at how the message seems to be lost that this is great news, an occasion for great joy.  Jesus came not only to save us from sin but also to save us from a life fraught with all kinds of unpleasantness.  He, himself, said that he came that we might have abundant life (John 10: 10).
 
This gift, the first gift of Christmas, is to all people so that all people can share in the joy and good news of Jesus who is Christ the Lord.
293. Monday, December 31, 2007
  
Proverb 26: 20
 
Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down.
  
Sometimes during holidays family spats can spark.  Let them die out now by refusing to continue talking about them.  Let forgiveness fill your heart.  It is a good way to start the New Year; giving everyone a clean slate.
 
Happy New Year!!
294. Wednesday, January 2, 2008
 
Jeremiah 31: 3
 
I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness.
  
God has loved you from the beginning of time and always.  Therefore he calls you to himself.  He doesn't call you by bringing calamity into your life.  He calls you with his unending, immeasurable love for you.
295. Thursday, January 3, 2008
 
Psalm 35: 27
Let them shout for joy and rejoice, who favor my vindication; and let them say continually, "The Lord be magnified, who delights in the prosperity of His servant."
  
This verse is a nice capsule of our relationship with God.  We are to keep praises to God on our lips and God, who greatly enjoys blessing us, prospers us.  He delights in prospering us.  We then, in turn, praise him all the more.  You do not prosper yourself.  It is God's pleasure and joy to do that for you.  He basks in your thankfulness and love for him, though.  Put your mouth to work praising your God who delights in your success.
296. Friday, January 4, 2008
(re-used 4/1/15)
 
James 4: 7
 
Submit therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
  
I read something recently that Gloria Copeland wrote which had a profound effect on my thinking.  She was in prayer one day when the Lord told her, "Separate yourself and you'll be separated."  She went on to write, "[F]ollow God and separate yourself from evil (then) you will be separated from evil."
 
That took hold of me.  I thought about how applicable that is in an every day sense.  Gloria Copeland was writing on Psalm 91 and the protection God has provided for all of us.  So many times bad things happen to folks and thus they are looking for relief.  Well, the devil is in this world and he is going to make life difficult, if he can.  One of the best ways to cut him off though, is to separate yourself from him and separate yourself unto God.  What does this mean?  
 
It really is quite simple and that is one of the things I liked about it.  If you want evil out of your life, separate yourself from evil.  In other words, bad things come from Satan, not God.  As you live unto God there is a greater and greater chasm between you and the effects of the devil.  If you continue to dally in lies, deceptions, gossip, unkindness, etc., you are allowing evil to maintain a place in your life.  As you separate yourself from doing things you shouldn't, then you are separating yourself from evil and then, therefore, it is much harder for the evil to get to you to harm you.  It is a two edged sword, you cannot practice ungodliness without it biting you too.  Don't give the devil a place in your life. 

297. Monday, January 7, 2008
 
Proverb 37:4
 
Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.
  
I have misread this scripture for years.  I have always read it to say for me to make myself a delight to the Lord and he will give me the desires of my heart.  I never felt that I could be a delight to the Lord so it would follow that I had a difficult time believing him for the desires of my heart.  But that is not what this scripture says at all.  I looked it up in other translations and what it means is to be delighted with the Lord.  We are delighted or pleased with who the Lord is and that he is in our lives.  From that flows his supply of all of our desires.  What an amazing and eye opening revelation that was for me.  As we are delighted with him, praise should automatically flow from us.  We need to let it come forth and he will take such joy and pleasure in our being delighted with him.  Tell him today that you are delighted with him and let him return the favor.
298. Tuesday, January, 8, 2008
 
Psalm 119: 37-38 (Living Bible) 

37  Revive my heart toward you.  
 
38  Reassure me that your promises are for me, for I trust and revere you.
 
 
It seems to me that we all need assurance at times.  We need to remind ourselves, with the Holy Spirit's guidance, of God's promises.  Then we need to renew our minds to the fact that all of God's promises are for each and every one of us, not just a special few.
299. Wednesday, January 9, 2008
 
Psalm 94: 19
 
When my anxious thoughts multiply within me, thy consolations delight my soul.
 
If you are having worry and anxiety, then Psalm 94 has the remedy.  Talk with your father and let him console your heart.
300. Thursday, January 10, 2008
 
Psalm 27: 10
 
For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord will take me up.
  
Have you ever felt forsaken?  How about lonely?  No matter how ostracized or alone you may feel, God is a very present Father and he will enfold you in his loving embrace.  He will make up for that which was denied you or taken from you.  He says in Jeremiah 23 that he is a God near rather than a God who is far off.  He is an up close father rather than a far away and distant God.  He can and wants to have a close and personal relationship with you.  Many doctrines teach us that he is a far off and removed God.  We are taught that we can't talk to God, we can't reach him but those are wrong teachings and wrong doctrines.  He is a close and intimate father upon whom we can rely 100 percent.  I encourage you to reach out to him today for a closer and more intimate relationship with him than you have ever had before.
301. Friday, January 11, 2008
(re-used 4/7/15)
 
Isaiah 55: 1
 
Ho!  Every one who thirsts, come to the waters.
 
One thing amazes me above all things; we live in a world full of people who thirst deep down in their souls and Jesus is right here offering them the coolest, most refreshing water and yet most don't avail themselves of this life giving offer.  Jesus has everything we need and he is standing calling and offering.  Do people love their pain so much?  Spread the word that Jesus is our substance and is longingly giving all that is needed.  He is calling out.  All who are thirsty come drink.
302. Monday, January 14, 2008
 
Isaiah 58: 9
 
Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry and He will say, "Here I am."

Isn’t it great to know that when we call, the Lord answers?  Sometimes we can feel very alone and as though we are praying into a vacuum but the truth is that he hears each and every one of our prayers and he answers us.  

303. Tuesday, January 15, 2008
 
Isaiah 31: 1
 
Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, and rely on horses, and trust in chariots because they are many, and in horsemen because they are very strong, but they do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord.
 
This verse is about us trusting the things of this world to help us instead of trusting in and seeking the Lord.   How many people rely on their friends and family when trouble comes and never turn to the Lord?  Where is our trust?  In our friends?  In the might of our own hands?  Or in the Lord?  

Egypt symbolizes the ways of this world.  The children of Israel were led out of Egypt into a journey wherein they needed to learn to trust God.  Sometimes it was hard for them to keep trusting God to meet their needs so they would look back towards Egypt.

So many times Christians do the same thing.  We begin by walking in faith and trusting God to take care of whatever situation we are facing but when things get a little tough we begin to look to the things of this world to save us.  Maybe we rely on money or a job or perhaps other people.  God says “Woe unto us” when we do that.  Woe is not something we really want in our life but that is what comes from looking to and expecting the world to meet your needs.

304. Wednesday, January 16, 2008
 
Psalm 25: 1-3
 
1  To  Thee, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  
 
2  O my God, in Thee I trust, do not let me be ashamed; do not let my enemies exult over me.  
 
3  Indeed, none of those who wait for Thee will be ashamed; those who deal treacherously without cause will be ashamed.

We can trust God to lift us up in times of trouble.  We really can trust him.  You really can trust him.  Sometimes it may seem that God is not close enough to save you but that is a fallacy.  He is an ever present Father who will rescue you.  Do not fear.  Do not give into fear.  Confess out of your mouth that Jesus is Lord, that God is almighty and that they will not let you fall or be ashamed.  Do not give in to a negative confession if the circumstances around you appear to be turning out badly.  Just trust, believe and keep confessing God as your almighty source, protector and help.

305. Thursday, January 17, 2008
 
Proverb 3: 5
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart.

You really are safe trusting in him.  Let go of your fear that he will fail you.  Every time you feel that fear creeping up on you, say “My God has supplied all my needs.  He will not fail me.”  Invest your whole heart into trusting that he will take care of you.

306. Friday, January 18, 2008
 
Zechariah 4: 6
 
"Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit," says the Lord of hosts.
  
In whose power are you working today?  The Lord is the one who brings us success.  Any success gained by the might of your hand is transitory.  Take the few minutes necessary to give your plans to the Lord and let him work through the Spirit to establish your ways.

307. Tuesday, January 22, 2008
 
Proverb 7: 1
 
My son, keep my words, and treasure my commandments within you.  

308. Wednesday, January 23, 2008
  
Proverb 7: 2
 
Keep my commandments and live and my teaching as the apple of your eye.

Think of how precious the word of God must be in order to be the apple of your eye.  That is really something special.  If you want this for yourself then you begin by asking the Lord to make it the desire of your heart.  Ask him to make his word that precious in your life.  That is how it is done and it sure is a lot easier than trying to do it by the might and power of your own will and hand.
 
309. Thursday, January 24, 2008
 
Proverb 7: 3
 
Bind them (my commandments) on your fingers; write them on the tablet of your heart.

310. Friday, January 25, 2008
 
 Proverb 8: 10-11
 
10  Take my instruction and not silver, and knowledge rather than choicest gold.
 
11  For wisdom is better than jewels; and all desirable things cannot compare with her.
  
I wonder how many people really believe those words.  How would our lives change if we all sincerely believed this passage and took it to heart?  Sometimes we think that God's instruction will take something away from our lives but the truth is that it is the way to abundance in every area.  Be blessed today.

311. January 28, 2008
  
Isaiah 43: 2
 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they will not overflow you.  
  
God gave us this scripture so that we can know with certainty that he will back us through whatever we are to face.  Really it is more than just backing us up.  He will sustain us.  He will be the strength we need when we are faced with uncertainty or even apparent impossibility.  No matter what God has called you to do or is telling you to do; you need not be concerned about how it is going to happen.  He will take care of the how to.  He will hold back the waters so that you can walk through.  All you have to do is walk.  Really, he is doing all of the heavy lifting so don't worry about what God is leading you into right now.  Even though it looks impossible and it does not make any sense to the world, follow him.  It really is going to be okay.
312. Tuesday, January 29, 2008
  
2 Chronicles 20: 20
 
Put your trust in the Lord your God, and you will be established.

313. Wednesday, January 30, 2008
 
 2 Chronicles 20:17
 
You need not fight in this battle; station yourselves, stand and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf ....  Do not fear or be dismayed.
 
Don't look at the size of the army facing you or the size of the obstacle.  Don't look at the facts surrounding your situation.  Though people are not saying the words you want to hear and it looks like nothing is going your way, don't believe it.  Stand on the truth.  Jesus said, "I am the truth."  Your job is to stand in faith.  Keep quoting this scripture when the situation starts getting you down.  God will fight every battle for you and he will win the victory on your behalf.
314. Thursday, January 31, 2008
  
Proverb 10: 22
 
It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich, and He adds no sorrow to it.
  
The Amplified Bible says "makes truly rich."  Father God blesses us with the richness of his blessing so that we are fully and completely rich, lacking in nothing.  That means that he blesses us in such a way that we are not missing joy, peace, love, etc.  The verse says that he adds no sorrow to it.  How many people do we see on the news everyday who have success in one area of their lives but the rest of their lives are a complete mess.  Real wealth comes from the Lord.  He is the one who gives the increase.  When your wealth is of the Lord, you don't receive all of the negative aspects that so many have come to associate with having money.
 
I think the only reason some of us are not more blessed financially is because we have seen the price that the world charges for financial wealth and we don't want that kind of curse on our lives.  The other thing is that we Christians have started to believe that money is unholy or of the world.  Neither of those is true.  You can get financial wealth in your own power, by the might of your own hand but we are after complete wealth of which money is only a part.  God wants to financially bless his kids.  Money is part of what is in the blessing of God.  It is just there and there is no grief, guilt or condemnation, or sorrow of any kind, which comes along with it.  So the next time someone says for you to have a blessed day remember that the blessing of the Lord makes rich.
315. Friday, February 1, 2008
 
Isaiah 41: 10
 
Do not fear, for I am with you;
Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you, surely I will help you,
Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.

316. Monday, February 4, 2008
 
 2 Timothy 2: 24
 
And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged.
  
This is a tall order, without a doubt, but Paul minces no words here.  There is no room left for speculation.  We must not be quarrelsome.  It must not be part of our behavioral pattern.  Check yourself.  Do you find yourself in constant quarrels?  Also, we must be kind to everyone, even that person that seems to get on your nerves.  And lastly, no whining when wronged.  We must be patient with that person who has wronged us knowing that it is there own weakness or injury that causes them to hurt others.  I hope you will give this some deep thought today.
317. Tuesday, February 5, 2008
(re-used 4/6/15)
 
James 1: 13
 
Let no on say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.
  
God gets a lot of bad press these days.  We all know that.  But what is disturbing is how much of it comes from Christians.  Well meaning Christians blame God for a myriad of problems.  They say God is tempting them in order to test them or that he is bringing this or that challenge to them to make them strong; grow their faith.  That is just blatantly untrue.  We have been told lies and we must correct ourselves with the truth.  The Word is truth.  Jesus said that we would know the truth and the truth would make us free (Matthew 8: 32). The word says that God is love and that he cannot tempt.  He does not have evil to tempt us with.  God wants good for his kids.  Every good thing comes from him.  Let's put the correct party on trial here.  It is the devil who comes to "steal, kill and destroy" (Matthew 10: 10).  Let's start giving him the bad press he deserves.
318. Wednesday, February 6, 2008
 
James 4: 1
 
What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?  Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?
  
We saw earlier in the week in 2 Timothy that we are not to be quarrelsome, then here in James we find out the reason we often are.  Our flesh is not satisfied in some way.  We fight with others because we are not getting our way.  We have put fleshly, sensual desires ahead of the word of God.  When someone has something we want and they are not providing it the way we want it, it stirs up our flesh and we get out of our love walk.  The people are supposed to mean more to us than the thing they have or the thing we want them to do.  We have allowed ourselves to get our eyes off of Jesus and to serve ourselves in our selfishness.  Keep Jesus and love in first place.
319. Thursday, February 7, 2008
 
James 1: 17
 
Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.
  
It is good to know that we have a father who bestows good and perfect gifts.  Get a revelation today of God as a loving parent to you who wants to bestow good upon you.  Receive his best.
320. Friday, February 8, 2008
 
James 1: 19 & 20
 
This you know, my beloved brethren.  But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.
  
Has God been dealing with you about your anger?  This verse says that we are to be slow to speak and I cannot think of a time more appropriate to hold our tongues than when we are angry.  We need to be better listeners instead of talking at people all of the time and we need to especially hold our tongues when anger starts rising.  If you are having a challenge in this area, the first thing to do is to pray and ask the Lord to help you with it.  There is a reason you have anger in you and you will never control it by an act of your will.  You need Jesus' healing power down inside your spirit taking away the source of the anger and helping you to have a more calm approach to life.  You will find that your relationships improve as well as your health.  Let us all pray today for Father God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit to heal our angry spirits and bridle our tongues so that we may demonstrate and enjoy the righteousness of God.
321. Monday, February 11, 2008
 
James 1: 26
 
If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless.

322. Tuesday, February 12, 2008
 
James 2: 8
 
If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well.

323. Wednesday, February 13, 2008
 
James 3:17
 
But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.
 
This is a good check.  If you think you are walking in wisdom yet you are missing these attributes in your walk, then you are being mislead.  Are your life and your interactions with others characterized by the above?  If not, ask the Lord to give you his wisdom, which he gives freely.
324. Thursday, February 14, 2008

James 4: 11
 
Do not speak against one another, brethren.  He who speaks against a brother, or judges his brother, speaks against the law, and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it.
  
There probably are not many of us who have not transgressed in this area.  Jesus said, "Judge not."  Then here we have his brother intoning the same theme.  James adds to it that we are not to speak against someone.  The link between the two is logical.  It would be difficult to speak against someone lest you had already judged some act of theirs.  People often do things that are so blatantly "wrong" in our eyes and we get frustrated and annoyed with them.  Sometimes it feels that if you don't speak your emotions, you will pop.
 
The key here is a new life and a new pattern of behavior in Jesus Christ.  He redirects those negative emotions.  If you can stop your mouth before you let all of that negativity spew out, then you have a chance to turn your thoughts to Jesus.  It changes your whole frame of mind and gives you the ability to act as he would.  You will not be able to walk in love by an act of your will.  You will need Jesus' help and his character in you.  You can stop your mouth by the sheer force of your will though.  Refuse to let those words come out.  They only stir up strife.  Just as importantly, they are harmful to your walk in peace and I would not have your peace disturbed for anything. 
325. Friday, February 15, 2008
 
Proverb 22: 4
 
The reward of humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, honor and life.
326. Monday, February 18, 2008
 
1 Peter 3: 8-9
 
Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.
 
Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.

327. Tuesday, February 19, 2008
James 4: 8
 
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
  
I find this to be such an empowering scripture.  You can have more of God whenever you want.  You can draw near to him through prayer, meditation, reading your Bible or just talking to him.  Isn't it nice to know that if you want a closer relationship with him, you can have it?
328. Thursday, February 21, 2008
Psalm 119: 92-93
If your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in my affliction.  I will never forget your precepts, for by them you have preserved my life.

329. Friday, February 22, 2008
  
James 5: 13 & 16
 
13  Is anyone among you suffering?  Let him pray.
 
16  The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.
  
There are so many people suffering from so many things.  Are you one of them today?  If so, this is an encouragement to pray.  Sometimes it gets hard even to pray when you are going through difficult times.  Don't let it stop you though.  Prayer works.  You are not alone.  No matter what you are feeling today, talk with your father about it.  He understands and is waiting to help you or share your happiness with you.
330. Monday, February 25, 2008
 
Isaiah 54: 14
 
In righteousness you will be established; you will be far from oppression, for you will not fear; and from terror, for it will not come near you.
 
 If you have ever been oppressed here is good news.  You never have to be again.  When you put your trust in the Lord and let go of fear, then oppression cannot reach you.  Neither can terror.  That is great news these days when there are those who have started a campaign of terror against the people of this nation.  Give yourself wholly to the Lord and banish fear from your life. 
331. Tuesday, February 26, 2008
 
Isaiah 54: 15
 
If anyone fiercely assails you it will not be from Me.  Whoever assails you will fall because of you.
 
There are two great and encouraging messages in this one little passage.  First, God is very clear that the bad things that come in to your life, that attack your well being are not from him.  So many people have bought into the lie that God is the one doing bad things to us; that he brings these things into our lives to make us stronger.  Here is God saying very clearly that they are not from him.  That can be put to rest I think.
 
Secondly, anyone who does bring trouble into your life will stumble over the mess they bring.  They will fall in their own mess because you are blessed and protected.  Praise God!  You never have to do anything to them.  As a matter of fact, you should be praying for them but their bad seed that they meant for you will produce a crop.  It won't grow in your fields, though, because your soil is prepared in the Word of God and no evil can grow there.
 
Bless God!  You are protected and blessed!
332. Wednesday, February 27, 2008
  
Nehemiah 13: 2
 
However, our God turned the curse into a blessing.
  
This passage comes from a story of how the Ammonites and Moabites greeted Israel with a curse instead of kindness.  God is still turning what others mean as a curse into a blessing for us.  Romans 8:28 says that "God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God."    God has always been and still is in the business of taking what the devil meant for ill and turning it to the good for us.  So, don't worry about what your enemies or the enemies of this country have in mind.  God has another plan.  All we have to do is to keep loving God and trust him to take care of us.
333. Thursday, February 28, 2008      (Already been used about a dozen times)
 
Isaiah 30: 18
  
Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you.

334. Friday, February 29, 2008
 
Proverb 20: 1
 
May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble!  May the name of the God of Jacob set you securely on high!

335. Monday, March 3, 2008
  
Galatians 5: 16
 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.
 
Many times when people talk about giving into the desires of the flesh, they think about sexual desire but there are many other inclinations of the flesh that are harder to resist than sexual sin.  Unforgiveness would be a key one.  Verses 19 -21 read, "Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these."   Webster's defines enmity as "the bitter attitude or feelings of an enemy ... hostility; antagonism."
 
It is easy to blow by this scripture if we limit ourselves to thinking of it as speaking only to such things as idolatry and sexual immorality.  As we can see, this scripture deals with a great deal more than those.  Outbursts of anger, factions and dissensions are all manifestations of walking in the flesh.  We should be on our guard against all of the expressions of the flesh.  The way to over come our tendency to exhibit these characteristics is to walk by the Spirit.  One can only walk by the Spirit by developing a relationship with him.  Then he leads you into the ways of the Spirit which he gets from the Father.  The walk with the Spirit and that relationship is developed by spending time in the Word and time with our Father.  Then the Spirit will lead you and you will not have to fight constant battles and overcome by the power of your will. 
336. Tuesday, March 4, 2008
  
Nahum 1:7
 
The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble.  He cares for those who trust in him.  (NIV)

337. Wednesday, March 5, 2008
 
Proverb 15:4
 
The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit.

338. Thursday, March 6, 2008
 

Isaiah 26:3
Lord, you will give perfect peace to anyone who commits himself to be faithful to you.  That is because he trusts in you. (NIV)

I thought there were two very good messages in this passage of scripture.  First is the assurance that God will give us perfect peace.  Peace is something many people are without these days and something desperately sought.  We do not have to seek it though.  If we are dedicated to the Lord then peace is one of the gifts that we receive.  That thought should bring peace.

The other thing I found interesting is that the passage leads us into trusting the Lord.  It is our trust in him that ultimately brings peace.  If we really trust him to take care of us, then what have we to worry about?  I am reminded of how small children trust their parents.  They do not worry about anything.  We should endeavor to trust God in that same way.

I pray that you live in God's promise for peace today.

339. Friday, March 7, 2008
 
Psalm 56: 3
 
When I am afraid, I will put my trust in Thee.

340. Monday, March 10, 2008
 
Zechariah 2:5
 
"For I, declares the Lord, will be a wall of fire around her, and I will be the glory in her midst."

341. Tuesday, March 11, 2008
 
Proverb 1: 33
 
But he who listens to me shall live securely, and shall be at ease from the dread of evil. 

342. Wednesday, March 12, 2008
 
Psalm 4: 8
 
In peace I will both lie down and sleep, for thou alone, O Lord, dost make me to dwell in safety.

343. Thursday, March 13, 2008
 
Deuteronomy 33: 12
 
May the beloved of the Lord dwell in security by Him, who shields him all the day and he dwells between His shoulders. 

344. Friday, March 14, 2008
  
Psalm 103:4
 
Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion.

345. Monday, March 17, 2008
 
1 Kings 8:56
 
"Blessed be the Lord, who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all that He promised; not one word has failed of all His good promise, which He promised through Moses His servant."
 
None of God's promises fail.  Sometimes the situation around you looks like God has forgotten you or that his Word just isn't going to work but don't be deceived, none of his word has ever failed.  Do not give up on it.  He has given you rest so that you do not have to worry.
346. Tuesday, March 18, 2008
 
Psalm 11
 
1  In the Lord I take refuge; how can you say to my soul, "Flee as a bird to your mountain;
 
2  For behold, the wicked bend the bow, they make ready their arrow upon the string, to shoot in darkness at the upright in heart.
 
3  If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?"
 
4  The Lord is in His holy temple; the Lord's throne  is in heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men.
 
5  The Lord tests the righteous and the wicked, and the one who loves violence His soul hates.
 
6  Upon the wicked He will rain snares; fire and brimstone and burning wind will be the portion of their cup.
 
7  For the Lord is righteous; He loves righteousness; the upright will behold His face.
 
 Good news!  God is on his throne.  He sees what is going on in the earth but he is righteous and will honor the righteous.  Though the wicked draw back their bow to fire flaming missiles at you, stand firm in the strength of the Lord.  He will rain down snares on the evil.  He will support the righteous with his righteous right hand.  Fear not!
347. Wednesday, March 19, 2008
  
Deuteronomy 31:8
 
And the Lord is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you.  He will not fail you or forsake you.  Do not fear, or be dismayed.
 
This scripture has such comfort and encouragement in it.  No matter what you face today, know that the Lord is going before you.  He will prepare your path and be with you as you walk it.  Even if you see a bump in the road ahead of you, do not worry for God is there to smooth out those bumps.  So when you see the bump, do not think of it, but rather that God is going to take care of it for you.  Amen.
348. Thursday, March 20, 2008
 
 2 Chronicles 25: 9
 
The Lord has much more to give you than this.

349. Friday, March 21, 2008
 
 Exodus 23: 20
 
"Behold, I am going to send an angel before you to guard you along the way, and to bring you into the place I have prepared."

350. Monday, March 24, 2008
 
Hebrews 11: 6
 
And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

This is the beginning of the prosperity verses.

351. Monday, March 31, 2008
 
Psalm 35: 27
 
Let them shout for joy and rejoice, who favor my vindication; and let them say continually, "The Lord be magnified, who delights in the prosperity of His servant."

352. Tuesday, April 1, 2008
 
Psalm 25: 12 - 13
 
Who is the man who fears (reveres) the Lord? He will instruct him in the way he should choose.  His soul will abide in prosperity, and his descendants will inherit the land.

353. Wednesday, April 2, 2008
  
Malachi 3: 10
 
"Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this," says the Lord of hosts, "if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.

354. Thursday, April 3, 2008
 
Malachi 3: 11
 
"Then I will rebuke the devourer for you , so that it may not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes,"  says the Lord of hosts.
  
How would you like God almighty to rebuke the devil for you.  That sounds like a perfect situation.  Malachi 3: 10 tells us what our part of the bargain is.  Bring the whole tithe to him.  The tithe represents the first tenth of your income.  What a deal!  We give him a tenth part and he will rebuke the devil for us so that he can not steal or destroy our fruit.  You cannot make a much better deal than that.
355. Friday, April 4, 2008
 
Proverb 11: 25
 
The generous man will be prosperous.

356. Monday, April 7, 2008
  
Psalm 34: 10
 
But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing.

357. Tuesday, April 8, 2008
  
Psalm 55: 22
 
Cast your burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain you.

358. Wednesday, April 9, 2008
 
Psalm 1: 1
 
How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!

359. Thursday, April 10, 2008
 
Psalm 1: 2
 
But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.

360. Friday, April 11, 2008
 
Psalm 1: 3
 
And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers.
 
Over the last three days we have seen the blessing of God and how to attain it through Psalm 1: 1-3.  Verse 3 (above) describes the condition of blessed people.  They will be firmly planted, they will be consistently watered, they will yield fruit, their leaves will not wither and they will prosper in all that they do.
 
Verses 1 and 2 show us how to be those blessed people.  Do not take our advice and counsel from the world, nor make the ways of the world our path, nor take our place with the unholy.
 
Rather we are to delight in the Word of the Lord and meditate in it day and night.  Then we will be that tree firmly planted, and all that we do will prosper.  
 
So, if you want to be blessed in all that you do, here is the road map.  Stay out of the worldly traps and way of doing things and spend time with Word.  The Word will be the seed which is planted in your heart and it will yield a great and bountiful crop.  "Test Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows."  (Malachi 3: 10 speaking on the tithe).

361. Monday, April 14, 2008
  
Isaiah 1: 19
 
If you consent and obey, you will eat the best of the land.

362. Tuesday, April 15, 2008
 
Galatians 6: 9
 
And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.

363. Wednesday, April 16, 2008
 
Deuteronomy 28: 1
 
Now it shall be if you will diligently obey the Lord your God, being careful to do all His commandments which I command you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth.

364. Thursday, April 17, 2008
 
Deuteronomy 28: 2
 
And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you will obey the Lord your God.

365. Friday, April 18, 2008
  
Deuteronomy 28: 8
 
The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your barns and in all that you put your hand to, and He will bless you in the land which the Lord your God gives you.

366. Monday, April 21, 2008
 
Psalm 37: 4
 
Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the desires of your heart.

367. Tuesday, April 22, 2008
 
2 Corinthians 9: 8
 
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.

368. Wednesday, April 23, 2008
 
2 Corinthians 9: 10
 
Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.

369. Thursday, April 24, 2008
  
Ephesians 3: 20
 
Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us. 

370. Friday, April 25, 2008

Been used before  
(3/20/08)
  
2 Chronicles 25: 4
  
"The Lord has much more to give you than this."

371. Monday, May 5, 2008
 
Psalm 81: 10
 
I, the Lord, am your God, who brought you up from the land of Egypt; open your mouth wide and I will fill it.

372. Tuesday, May 6, 2008
 
Deuteronomy 29: 9
 
So keep the words of this covenant to do them, that you may prosper in all that you do.

373. Wednesday, May 7, 2008
  
Isaiah 1: 19
 
If you consent and obey, you will eat the best of the land.

374. Thursday, May 8, 2008
 
Deuteronomy 8: 18
 
But you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth. 

375. Monday, May 12, 2008
 
Psalm 112: 1-3
 
1  Praise the Lord!  How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments.
 
2  His descendants will be mighty on earth; the generation of the upright will be blessed.
 
3  Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever.

376. Tuesday, May 13, 2008
 
 Proverb 28: 25
 
An arrogant man stirs up strife, but he who trusts in the Lord will prosper.

377. Wednesday, May 14, 2008
  
Isaiah 1: 19
 
If you consent and obey, you will eat the best of the land.

378. Thursday, May 15, 2008
 
Jeremiah 1:12
 
You have seen well, for I am watching over My word to perform it.
  
This verse is important and should be included in every study.  The reason for studying the Word is not because it is a great piece of literature or because it is an important historical document.  We study God's Word because it has power to affect people's lives.  We seek to know God's thoughts on a topic.  This verse conveys the scriptures from static words on a page to a dynamic force in the universe.  God is watching over his Word to perform it.  That means that when we see a scripture on healing, or prosperity or peace, we then know that we can have whatever those scriptures say because God is fulfilling His Word in this world.  This is why we send out daily scriptures.  If you don't know what God has promised you, how can you bring that promise to bear in your life?  Once you read a verse that speaks to the situations in your life, then you have the promise and because of this verse you also have the promise of its fulfillment.
End of Prosperity scriptures
379. Friday, May 16, 2008
  
Proverb 27:19
 
As in water face reflects face, so the heart of man reflects man.
 
What is your heart saying about you?  Do people see the love of God expressed?  As we sow more of Jesus and more of the Word into our hearts, more of God's love and saving grace is reflected in our lives.  Whatever is in our hearts comes out of our mouths so we must take care as to what we put in us.  It is impossible to get the water to reflect a different face than the one we show it.  In like manner, our heart reflects the real us.  As we continue to put Jesus in our hearts then we begin to reflect him in all we say and do.
 

380. Monday, May 19, 2008
 
Psalm 111: 1-3
 
1  Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart, in the company of the upright and in the assembly.
 
2  Great are the works of the Lord; they are studied by all who delight in them.
 
3  Splendid and majestic is His work; and His righteousness endures forever.
  

381. Tuesday, May 20, 2008
  
Micah 6: 8
 
He has showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  (NIV)

382. Wednesday, May 21, 2008
 
Proverb 30:5
 
Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.  (NIV)

383. Thursday, May 22, 2008
 
Jeremiah 32: 27
 
Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh; is anything too difficult for me?

384. Friday, May 23, 2008
 
Romans 12: 10
 
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor.
  
This is a strong statement and stands in strong contrast to the ideals that seem prevalent today.  We seem to be a very self oriented society.  What can I get for me?  Can you imagine what the roadways would be like if each of us gave preference to another?  This is for mature Christians.  Put the needs and wishes of others before your desires.  I suggest that this is difficult for many of us to do but that with God, all things are possible.  With his help, strength and guidance, we can walk on this high ground.
385. Tuesday, May 27, 2008
  
Matthew 5: 4
 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

386. Wednesday, May 28, 2008
  
2 Corinthians 1: 3
 
(W)ho comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.


387. Thursday, May 29, 2008
 
Luke 5: 16
 
But He Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.
This passage is speaking about Jesus.  As you read the accounts of his life, you will discover that Jesus frequently went off by himself for time alone with his Father.  Likewise, we need to learn to get away, alone with God regardless of how busy we are.  We will never walk in the way of Jesus without doing the things he did.  Surely if he needed time alone with God, then we do too.  
 
I am encouraging you to find time to be alone with God because that is where your intimacy with him is found.  No matter how much we go to church or how big our ministries are, the relationship with the Father is built in the quiet times together.  Show him how precious he is to you by giving him a few minutes of your time.  If you cannot give God some of your time, then how important to you is he really?  I promise you that the rewards are well worth the time spent.  
388. Friday, May 30, 2008
 
Psalm 119: 50
 
This is my comfort in my affliction, that Thy word has revived me.
 
God's word has great power to comfort, heal and create.  Regardless of the affliction, be it a health problem, a relationship problem, stress or anything else, the Word has the power to soothe.  There is no problem that God's word does not address and heal.  As we daily put the Word in us, it is working to guard and protect us from the onslaught of the world.  When life's challenges do arise, lean on the Word and God.  Draw that word out and rely on its power to perform.  It is the power of God.  It is the same power that he himself used to create the world.  He has given it to us to use freely.  Avail yourself of its timeless power.
389. Monday, June 2, 2008
 
Proverb 29: 1
 
A man who hardens his neck after much reproof will suddenly be broken beyond remedy.
 
Has God been trying to show you something, to teach you something?  Are you resisting his reproof?  The longer you resist, the harder it goes.  Why we fight against God is a question that astounds me but we all do it.  There is such relief and joy at giving in and fighting him no longer.  He is trying to lead you in the way that you should go for your own good.  Life is so much easier and better when you stop fighting him and let him love you into all that is good.
390. Tuesday, June 3, 2008
 
Psalm 18: 2
 
The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

391. Wednesday, June 4, 2008
  
Psalm 127: 2
 
In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat - for He grants sleep to those he loves.


392. Thursday, June 5, 2008
 
Psalm 81: 13-14
 
13  Oh that My people would listen to Me, that Israel would walk in My ways!
 
14  I would quickly subdue their enemies, and turn My hand against their adversaries.
  
I well imagine the Lord is of the same mind today; that we would turn our ways to him so that he can subdue our enemies for us.  He would squash our problems if only we would let him.  We are often so busy trying to fight battles in our own might that we do not leave room for him.  We forget to walk in love but rather walk in our own self-centered, self-serving ways.  God cannot work in that environment.  The bible says that faith works by love.  If we would only listen to him, he would solve all of our problems for us.  We lie, cheat ... whatever we have to do to get our way.  It really is too much work.  If we would give away what we want, we would receive back many fold that which we desire.  How frustrating it must be for God, sometimes, to want to do for us and yet not be allowed to because we refuse to create an environment in which his power can flow.  His power flows through love and faith.
 
Do you want God to subdue your enemies?  Do you want Him to turn His hand against your adversaries?  Maybe your adversaries are sickness or injury, or poverty or bad relationships or disobedient children.  Re-read verse 13 again and substitute your name in place of "Israel."  If you want God to overcome them for you so that you don't even have to fight those battles for yourself, then listen to him and walk in his ways.  It really can be that easy.
393. Friday, June 6, 2008
 
1 John 3: 9-10
 
9  No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.
 
10  By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.


394. Monday, June 9, 2008
 
Psalm 119: 165
 
Those who love Thy law have great peace, and nothing causes them to stumble.
 

395. Tuesday, June 10, 2008
 
Matthew 6: 35
 
But love your enemies, and do good and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.


396. Wednesday, June 11, 2008
  
Daniel 9: 4
 
And I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed and said "Alas, O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments."

397. Thursday, June 12, 2008
 
1 Corinthians 13: 4-7
 
Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
  
We know that God is love.  This chapter, then, describes his character.  If you want to know what God is like, all you have to do is read this section of verse.  If you want to please him, you can see here those things which please him.  Meditating on these verses gives real insight into the character of God.
 
398. Friday, June 13, 2008
 
Proverb 12: 14
 
A man will be satisfied with good by the fruit of his words, and the deeds of a man's hands will return to him.


399. Monday, June 16, 2008
 
Proverb 12: 22
 
Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord.
  
I have noticed that our society has relaxed its standard against lying.  It has become more and more acceptable to tell lies, especially if one believes they are victimless lies.  I would suggest that there is no victimless lie because they are an abomination to the Lord.  He is pained by every lie told.  Adhering to telling only the truth is important enough to God that he included it on his top ten list; the ten commandments.  He said, "thou shall not bear false witness" (Exodus 20: 16).  That means thou shall not lie.
 
Sometimes I know it seems that some lies are harmless.  They really are a bigger problem than many have been thinking though.  Jesus said, "I am ... the truth."  Therefore, when we are abiding in truth, we are abiding in him.  When we step over into lies, even just dip a toe into falsehood, we are engaging in anti-Christ behavior.
 
Jesus spoke to this topic in the book of John.  "You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire.  He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. (John 8: 44)
 
You see, when we lie, even a small lie, we are walking in the devil's realm because he is the father of lies.  Jesus is the truth.  When we walk in truth we are walking in him.  So whose path are you walking down; Jesus' or Satan's?  You cannot have it both ways.  Either we choose truth and life or we choose lies and death.  Which will it be?

400. Tuesday, June 17, 2008
 
Psalm 4: 8
 
In peace I will both lie down and sleep, for thou alone, O Lord, dost make me to dwell in safety.
  
I wish for us, as Christians, to get a real revelation of God's protection surrounding and keeping us and our families.  There is much danger in the world but we are not of the world.  There is so much fear embracing people but we were not given a spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind (2 Timothy 1: 7 KJV).
 
God has us under his arms, hidden under his wings.  He has given us protection.  This verse shows how expansive and complete that protection is.  This is a Psalm of David, a man who knew what it was to have enemies, real enemies, the kind who track you down and kill you.  Yet, he knew that he was safe in the loving embrace of his Father God.  So much so in fact, that not only could he lie down, but he could also sleep.  He could sleep without fear of his enemies or any kind of harm.
 
Obviously when you sleep, you are completely defenseless.  David had learned to let go of his own human defenses and sleep securely and soundly in the defense provided by his Lord.  And just think, that was all before Jesus came and redeemed all of mankind.  It was before the new covenant.  It was before the love and grace was poured out.  It was before God poured the Holy Spirit out on the earth.
 
We live under a much better covenant or contract if you will.  We are under the blood of Jesus.  He has now come to make his abode in us.  He lives right within your own spirit.  He is with you every moment of every day.  He is with your family too.  As you send your children off to school or your spouse goes off on a business trip you have no reason to fear.  He is with them and will guard and protect them every minute of every day, even when they sleep.  
 
All you have to do is accept his free gift.  Receive his love and protection.  Thank him for it.  Expect him to be good to his word.  The Bible says that he is not a man that he can lie (Numbers 23: 19).  Has he said it, and will he not do it (Ibid).  So, we can just take Father God at his word and believe that he will keep us safe, just as David did.  It worked pretty well for David.
401. Wednesday, June 18, 2008


Psalm 91: 1
 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  

The Hebrew word translated as "the Almighty" is El Shaddai.  Its root means powerful, impregnable.  In English, it sounds as though the two phrases of this sentence are saying the same thing.  In the Hebrew, though, one is able to see a strong message.  It is saying if you will put yourself in God, then you will abide in the impregnable, powerful fortress of the Almighty.  If you will make God your source and your refuge, then you will be under his protection which no foe can penetrate.
 
This first verse of the 91st Psalm sets the tone for the rest of the passage.  This psalm is often referred to as the protection scripture.  Verse one sets the stage by telling us first and foremost that we are under the protection of the Holy One, the all powerful, omnipresent God of all.  The rest of the psalm goes on to tell how this protection will be manifested but it is important to first establish that we are under God's protection.  We can move forward only after we have clearly settled in our lives that the Almighty God has us under his protective wing.
 
Although many Christians have read this scripture before, sometimes many times before, they still have not settled the issue in their own hearts that they are protected by God's divine hand.  Verse two points out one of the issues that keeps people from accepting that God protects them.  It reads, "I will say to the Lord, 'My refuge and my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!'"  Many Christians still do not trust God.  The author of this psalm starts in verse one by showing us the protection that God has provided for us and then in verse two teaches us how to receive it.  We must trust.  We should do as the author does and confess our trust in the Lord.  We should tell him that we do trust him and learn to lean on and rely on that trust.
 
Two other issues which block our ability to receive his protection are unforgiveness and sin.  If we know we are in unforgiveness or sin, then our own guilt feelings reject God's love.  We feel unworthy of him or any of his gifts.  At one level, in our minds we believe The Word we hear but at a deeper level we do not believe that we are able to receive his goodness because of the taint on us.  One might know of God's protection plan and truly believe that it is God's intention to protect us but still live in fear because he or she knows they are unworthy of God's gifts.  Well, you are unworthy.  We all are unworthy in our own righteousness, but bless God we have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus.  If you have sin or unforgiveness going on in your life, get rid of it.  Just do it.  Then realize that we have all been saved by the grace of God through Christ Jesus.  You do not have to be worthy in your self and you cannot be but, you cannot intentionally flaunt your disobedience before the thrown of God and receive his good gifts.  Your psyche won't let you.
 
He has provided the means for you to walk through this world unharmed and blessed.  Receive his best.  Trust him to care for you.
402. Thursday, June 19, 2008
  
Psalm 91: 5-6
 
You will not be afraid of the terror by night, or of the arrow that flies by day; of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, or of the destruction that lays waste at noon.
  
How many of you know there are different fears at night than during the day?  Have you noticed that your house makes different sounds during the night than it does during the daytime?  Most of that is because we are in a different place emotionally during the night than we are during the daytime.  Of course, you might also feel more vulnerable to certain kinds of attacks at night.
 
This scripture says that you will fear neither terrors that come by night nor the devastation that comes with the dawn.  You will not fear because you have made the Lord your dwelling place and you trust him.  You will not fear because you will attain a revelation that he will not let any harm come near you.
 
You will be able to lie down and sleep at night without worry.  You can live a life of peace.  Let go of those things which bar your peace from you and lie down in the comforting arms of the Father.
 

403. Friday, June 20, 2008
 
Psalm 91: 10
 
No evil will befall you, nor will any plague come near your tent.
  
It is really worthwhile to read all of Psalm 91.  There are more examples of how God's protection will keep you from harm.  Verse 10 should give you much confidence.  It is very broad in its protection.  Also, remember this verse the next time you hear of some flu epidemic or biological warfare scare.  You do not have to be afraid of the manmade or naturally occurring terrors.  You are hidden under God's protective wing.

404. Monday, June 23, 2008
 
Psalm 94: 14
 
For the Lord will not abandon His people, nor will He forsake His inheritance.
 

405. Tuesday, June 24, 2008
 
Psalm 119: 50
 
This is my comfort in my affliction, that Thy word has revived me.
 
On those days when you just do not feel great.  Maybe physically you are down or maybe you are just not having a good day, you can still take comfort.  God's word is there to revive you.  You do not have to stay in that condition.  Take a break, take a nap if you need to but take God's word too.  Go off and read for a few minutes.  Maybe you have made 3 x 5 index cards that you keep in your desk or purse.  Read them, refresh yourself with the good word that you have heard.  Even though your day may have started off rocky, you can revive it with God's word.  In no time at all you will start feeling better.  Have a good day.


406. Wednesday, June 25, 2008
 
Psalm 141: 3
 
Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips.
 
What a wonderful meditation and prayer from King David.  I do not imagine there is even one person who does not need to be reminded, occasionally, about the words of his mouth.  By our words, we create our realities.  We sow seeds when we speak and those seeds inevitably produce a crop.  Sometimes we want to burn the crop before it has matured because we are reaping exactly what we have sown.  
 
If you do have a bad crop in the ground, ask God to plow it under.  He can do that and he will do that.  There is probably no leader who hasn't had to pray that prayer before.  God understands we are human and he is able to assist us.
 
Then plant the crop that you wish to harvest by saying the words which are in line with that desire.  If you have been sick and want to be well, then speak words of health.  Do not hold on to the sickness with the words of your mouth.  If you are looking for a job or need an increase in your income, then speak the words which are compatible with prosperity and success.  Do not keep speaking the problem, speak the success.
 
Lastly, every one of us could stand to say this little prayer each morning.  This surely is one of the top ten scriptures that we should have on our bathroom mirror or on our refrigerator.
 

407. Thursday, June 26, 2008
 
Galatians 6: 7 & 8
 
7  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.
 
8  For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.
 
After yesterday's verse about the words of our mouths being seeds that we sow, this passage struck me in a new light today.  We often think of these two verses in terms of deeds that we sow.  For example, if you do bad deeds you will reap bad things in your life in return.
 
While that is true, I saw this in a new way by seeing the words we speak as seeds.  If we speak bad words such as lies, gossip, back biting or any other kind of injurious speech, then we are planting bad seeds in our own lives.  You may hurt the person you are talking bad about but you will hurt yourself much more.  That person will have one barb thrown at them which might cause them some small injury but you will have a whole crop coming up in your life.
 
God gave us these guidelines in order to protect us and help us.  He knows that if you speak ill begotten words your are going to cause yourself trouble.
 
But look closely at the scripture again.  It cautions us not to sow to our flesh.  That means more than just attacking or maligning other people with your words.  It means if your conversations, your mumblings, even your prayers are words intended purely to advance your fleshly desires or needs, then you are sowing the seeds of corruption.  
 
God wants us to put our minds on him instead of the things of this world.  He said that if we would do that, then he would take care of all our needs.  He even said he would give us the desires of our hearts but our objective is to delight ourselves in him, not contrive, manipulate and work to gain the desires of our heart.  He is to be the first desire of your heart so your words ought to be seeds of faith and praise; words pleasing to the Lord.  Don't use the powerful tool God has given us of language to sabotage yourself.  Speak words which seek to please God and reap a bountiful harvest of his great favor and gifts.
 

408. Friday, June 27, 2008
 
Galatians 8: 19-21
 
Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
 
Yesterday I wrote about sowing to the flesh.  Above are the deeds of the flesh.  When we have these things in evidence in our lives, then we have sown seeds towards them.  No one makes us have outbursts of anger.  Someone else can provide a stimulus for anger but they cannot make you have an angry outburst.
 
In these things we are feeding our five senses, our minds, our egos and our selfish desires.  We are not feeding our spirits.  We certainly are not walking in love or sowing into our love walk nor are we being others centered as Jesus taught.
 
How do we correct ourselves?  Remember that this teaching began with the words of our mouths.  We should pray that God set a watch over our mouths.  Then we should ask for his help in defeating the kind of behaviors which are listed in Galatians 8: 19-21.  Certainly apply your willpower to this issue as well but we will never win in our own power.  Do not neglect your own will though, expecting God to do all the work.  He will lead you, guide you and help you but you must be engaged also.  Then make sure that you are speaking good words about yourself and others.  Sow words to your spirit which feed it instead of your flesh.


409. Monday, June 30, 2008
 
Leviticus 19: 18
 
You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.
 
When asked, “Which is the greatest commandment,” Jesus answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and foremost commandment," (Matthew 22: 39).  He was referring to Deuteronomy 6: 5.  Interestingly, Jesus did not stop there though.  He went on to say, "The second is like it, 'you shall love your neighbor as yourself."  Here Jesus referred to our scripture of the day.
 
You see, it was not a new concept, this love thing.  Love did not enter the world with Jesus.  God is love.  Jesus was talking to a group of Jews and being questioned by a student of the law, a lawyer.  Now these Jews certainly knew the law.  These were not new statements to them.  Then Jesus said to them, "on these two commandments depend the whole law and the prophets."  In other words, Jesus is saying to them, "You know the law, you know all of the commandments.  These two are the greatest of the commandments.  If you will keep these two, you will necessarily be in line with all of the other commandments and the whole of the law.
 
The same is true today.  If we will just focus on loving God with all our being first then even loving our fellow man will flow from that.  When we are centered on loving God and loving our fellows, then we will walk as Jesus walked.  We will be like him.  We will sow to the Spirit instead of to the flesh and we will reap from the Spirit instead of from the flesh. 
 
God has not changed.  He still wants us to walk by love.  He taught this principle from the beginning and it is still the call by which he has called us.  He is love and there in no other way to him or to understand him but by love.  It is not so hard though because he first loved.  Open yourself to receive more of his love today. Then you will be able to love others more and more and thereby fulfill God's purpose in your life.

410. Tuesday, July 1, 2008
 
 Matthew 5: 43-44
 
43  You have heard that it was said, "You shall love your neighbor," and hate your enemy.
 
44  But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you.
 
 
Here Jesus is speaking and refers back again to the word God gave to his people in Leviticus 19: 18.  Jesus escalates the love requirement though.  He tells us that it is not enough just for us to love our brothers, but we must love even those who are hurtful to us.  Not only do we have to love them but we also have to pray for them, not about them, for them.
 
Remember that Jesus was talking to Jews.  There was a world divided into "us" and "them."  Jesus knew full well that the Jewish people understood people as being separated into Jews and gentiles.  He also knew that a time was coming when gentiles would be reconciled into the family of God.  Here Jesus makes plain that it is not enough just to love your own kind, your own family; you must learn to love all humankind.
 
Jesus also knew that a time of tribulation and persecution was coming.  He knew that he and his disciples would be persecuted and he was preparing the way for them to walk in God's commandment, regardless of the circumstances.
 
We are still learning these lessons as Christians.  We must learn to put love in first place.  We are to learn to pray for those that we think are standing against us, or who cause us any kind of harm.  These are two of the greatest tools Christians have and we must learn to deploy them to great effect.

411. Wednesday, July 2, 2008
  
John 13: 4
 
A new commandment I give you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
 
Jesus began his teaching on love by reiterating what his Father had commanded, that we love one another as we love ourselves. That means that we are not to love ourselves more than we love anyone else.  Everyone else's needs and desires, then, are just as important as our own.
 
Then Jesus raised the bar by telling us that not only were we to love our "neighbor" as we love ourselves, but we are also to love our enemies and even pray for the people who persecute us.  Now that seems a pretty high hurdle to get over.  As though that were not enough, before Jesus left the earth, he gave us a new commandment.
 
In this new commandment Jesus tells us that we are no longer to love others as we love ourselves, but rather we are now to love them the way Jesus himself loved us.  How did Jesus love us?  He put our needs and our well-being before his own.  He is saying to us, put others before yourself.  Put the love of others and the well-being of others as a higher priority than your own needs or wants.  
 
Sound impossible?  It is.  In your own strength anyway.  But Jesus said that it was to our advantage that he go away so that he could send the helper (John 16: 7).  He was referring, of course, to the Holy Spirit of promise.  Jesus also told us in Matthew 19: 26 that "with God all things are possible."  We cannot do this in our own strength but through him all things are possible (Philippians 4: 13).  Our job is to let the love of God pour through us to all people.  That is how God's work gets done in the earth.

412. Thursday, July 3, 2008
 
Philippians 2: 3-4
 
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself;
 
do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
 
Here one finds the words of Paul as Paul continues the work begun by Jesus.  Jesus commanded a new kind of service in love, that we are to put others before ourselves.  We are not seeking our own but rather for the love of Christ we seek to bless others.  Paul carries the banner forward on this passage.  Now it is our turn.  
 
If you are constantly serving your own needs, then you are not serving Christ.  Most of us need help in this but praise the Lord that he sent us a helper.  Ask Father God to help you and then allow the Holy Spirit to express God's love through you.  Set your mind on blessing others and watch what the Holy Spirit will do through you.  It will bless you beyond anything you have ever experienced.  And have fun!

413. Friday, July 4, 2008
 
Proverb 29: 20
 
Do you see a man who is hasty in his words?  There is more hope for a fool than for him.
 
It came as a great revelation to me that I do not have to say everything I think.  There is great wisdom in keeping your mouth shut.  People do not need us correcting them all of the time nor do they need all of our opinions.  What they need is love and acceptance.  Sometimes we can talk people half to death.  Now, of course, there is a time and place for discussion but be on your guard that you are not constantly beating people with a barrage of words.  The expression goes, "Silence is golden" not "a multitude of words is golden."  You will keep yourself out of trouble and probably find you make friends much more easily.

414. Monday, July 7, 2008
  
Psalm 145: 13      (NIV)
 
The Lord is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made.
  
What is hard about that?  Hath he said it, will he not do it (Numbers 23: 19)?  For some reason I have yet to figure out, we have a hard time really believing that God will do all that he says he will do.  This is a Psalm of David, a man who had reason to know if God keeps his word or not.  David is a good witness to God's behavior.  Besides why would God lie?  He doesn't have anything to hide.  If he didn't want to do something, he just wouldn't do it.  He doesn't have to lie to us about it.  He can just say, "No."  It is not like any of us can intimidate him or make him do something he doesn't want to do.
 
If you see a promise in the Bible, then you can bet that God will fulfill that word.  Besides he is loving to us, his creation and wants to help us.  Just hold God's word up to him and tell him which of these promises you want.  Once you find the promise from the Word of God that fits your situation, which should settle the problem once and for all.

415. Tuesday, July 8, 2008
 
Proverb 30: 32   (NIV)
 
If you have played the fool and exalted yourself, or if you have planned evil, clap your hand over your mouth!
How interesting that the remedy for having played the fool, exalting yourself and planning evil is to shut your mouth.  The writer knew full well that if we can control our tongues we can control our destiny.   The author knew that one does not get into that kind of trouble without his mouth first speaking foolishness.
 
If you want to change something in your life; if you want to get calamity and evil out of your life, shut your mouth.  We've got to start with right words and until we can we need to just keep our mouths closed.  There is too much damage that can be done by letting our lips flap uncontrolled.
 

416. Wednesday, July 9, 2008
  
Psalm 145: 19
 
He will fulfill the desire of those who fear him.
  
We understand the word, "fear" in this verse to mean to revere God.  Do you revere God?  Then it is his pleasure to fulfill your desire.  Now why in the world doesn't everyone want to serve God?  The almighty God, creator of heaven and earth wants to fulfill the desires of your heart.  God keeps all of his promises so let him give you the desire of your heart.  

417. Thursday, July 10, 2008
 
Romans 12: 18
 
If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.
 
We have to make peace our goal and objective.  Peace is one of the fruits of the Spirit; one of the characteristics that should be in evidence in our lives.  We must endeavor to stay in peace.  First we don't stir up any strife ourselves. We intentionally behave in such a way as to ensure peace.  Then comes the more difficult part of staying in peace even when someone else disturbs the peace.  Your peace is from Jesus and I entreat you not to let anyone have it.  There are some people, and you know some of them, who love to stir up trouble.  It seems they are not happy unless they are unhappy.  Don't you be one of them and to the degree that you are able, do not let them have your peace.
 
418. Friday, July 11, 2008

(reused 6/12/15)
  
2 Corinthians 10: 3 - 4
 
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.
 
How easy it is to forget that although we are in this world, we are not to war according to the world.  But wouldn't we really rather have divinely appointed weapons anyway?  Paul is reminding his readers that we are not to walk according to the flesh and we are not to fight our battles in the flesh or as we learned to do.  We are to learn a new way to wage war.  That is in the Spirit.  We wage war in the Spirit through prayer and by speaking the Word of God.  Every time we speak a verse of the Bible over a situation, we are waging Spiritual war.  
 
If you have a mountainous challenge before you right now, set your heart and mind to use your most powerful arsenal, use the divinely appointed weapons of the Spirit.  They are prayer, God's word and love.  We do not want to hear that last one but it is the nuclear bomb or spiritual weaponry.  You are allowed to use this bomb.  Whatever challenge or enemies you are facing today, remember to pull out the big guns.  Don't fight your battles in the flesh.  Use the weapons that God Almighty has provided you.

419. Monday, July 14, 2008
  
Ephesians 5: 4
 
And there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.
  
We all know that profanity is not attractive language and is not edifying to anyone.  In this culture it is hard enough just to abstain from cussing but this scripture leads us to more control in our language than just eliminating profanities.  We are not to engage in silly talk or coarse jesting.  That would include sarcastic joking and picking on others, even in jest.  Speech is a powerful tool that God has given us.  It is important that we guard our mouths.  I guess the old adage is appropriate, "If you can't say something nice, don't say anything at all."  If you are going to open your mouth, use it to praise God and thank him for all that he is.


420. Tuesday, July 15, 2008
 
Psalm 3: 3
 
But Thou, O Lord art a shield about me, my glory, and the One who lifts my head.
 
I found this scripture while studying trusting the Lord.  For those who place their trust in the Lord, he becomes a shield all around them.  I imagine the author saying to God, "All this stuff is happening, this guy is trying to get me and all these bills are about to come due, and my child needs braces, But Thou, O Lord are a shield about me."   If you read verses one and two, you will see that is attitude of the author.  He is saying that although all these mountains of potential problems surround me, I know that you will take care of it all because I have thrown my trust over into you.  Sometimes the sheer enormity of the problems we must face regularly has a tendency to make us drop our heads under the weight of them.  God though, takes those problems from us and lifts our heads.  Trust him more today.
421. Wednesday, July 16, 2008
 
Proverb 29: 25
 
The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in the Lord will be exalted.
 
 Well, that is a bit of good news today.  We saw that God lifts our heads when our trust is in him.  To be exalted is to first be lifted up.  No matter the situation, God will lift you up.  The second definition of exalt means to promote, elevate, raise the status of.  Your trust in God gives him the freedom to promote you as well.  When we do not cast our care on him and endeavor to fix our own problems, we just get in God's way.  Do not fear another person. That is only a trap the devil uses to ensnare your mind.  You cannot fear another person and trust God at the same time.  If you are in fear over what someone else will do to you or will take from you, then you are not leaving enough room for God to work on your behalf.  You are putting your emotion into fear instead of trust.  Fear and faith cannot exist in the same space.  Roll that care on to God.  Trust him to take care of it for you and be at peace.
422. Thursday, July 17, 2008
 
2 Corinthians 12: 9
 
And He has said to me "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness."
 
It is common in our culture for people to tell us to be strong.  It is common for us to strive to be strong.  What foolishness that is in light of this scripture.  Jesus said that power is perfected in weakness.  We want power operating in our lives, don't we?  You mean power does not come with strength?  That is what Jesus said.  I imagine he knew what he was talking about.  His grace is what we are supposed to rely on, not our own strength.  This trust thing is serious business.  Put your trust in him; not in your own skill, persuasiveness or strength.  Give away those things.  They do not have real power in them.  They only have the seeds of ultimate failure.  Give over to God and let him use his power in your life to bless you.

423. Friday, July 18, 2008
 
Matthew 20: 25-28
 
But Jesus called them to Himself, and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.  It is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."
 
Jesus contrasted the way the world system works with the way the Kingdom of God works.  He was saying that even when one has a right and has authority over someone else or over a situation, he should not exercise that authority in his own interest but rather in serving others.
 
We often take the easy route even here because we think of serving others in a very removed framework.  Perhaps we think of feeding the hungry or working in our church but Jesus had something much closer and more personal in mind.  He is talking about looking at the people around you; your family, your friends, those you work with.  What have you done for any of them?  Do you serve them or do they serve you?  You cannot advance in the Kingdom of God until you learn to get your eyes off of yourself and serve others.  This is a basic tenant.  It is very primary and foundational.  
 
If you want God to help you and promote you, then you have to help others and promote them.  You cannot continually serve your own desires and interests and also have God serve your interests.  You must choose.  Will you work in the world system of self promotion or will you surrender to God's desire for your life.  He has called you not to serve yourself but to serve others.  What will it be?

424. Tuesday, July 29, 2008
 
 Hebrews 10: 35
 
Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.
 
To what confidence does this verse refer?  It refers to the confidence we have in God.  It is the confidence from verse 23 that we have that God, who is the one who has promised, is well able to perform and that he is faithful.  Do not lose your confidence in God because in that faith in Him is your reward.

425. Wednesday, July 30, 2008
 
Hebrews 11: 3
 
By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God.
 
Words are powerful.  They are faith or doubt containers.  How can anyone ever know whether one is in fear or faith?  It is show by the words one speaks.  What we feel in our hearts will eventually come out of our mouths.
 
Words are so powerful that they were the medium by which God fashioned the worlds.  They are the way we fashion the fabric of our lives also, whether or not we mean to.  We are going to have what we say because that is the way the world works.  Let us be mindful of the power of our words and endeavor today to speak words of life and peace.

426. Thursday, July 31, 2008
 
Matthew 12: 37
 
For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned.
  
These are words of Jesus.  At one level this is a frightening scripture.  It makes one pause and try to remember what words have been coming out of one's mouth.  On the other hand, it should give us great encouragement.  Once you know that you have the power in your own mouth to create good, then you should feel encouraged and empowered.  You have the power to create a good future for yourself and you can put yourself in the position of being justified by God.
 
If we are going to either be justified or condemned by the words of our mouth, then we should take great interest in guarding what comes out of us.   We are not alone though and do not have to do this of our own power.  Ask God to help you with the words of your mouth.  Psalm 141:3 reads, "Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my mouth."  We can pray that each day and rely on God to order the words of our mouth so that we may be justified in his eyes.
 
427. Friday, August 1, 2008
 
Matthew 12: 34
 
You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good?  For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.
  
Jesus continues his teaching on the words of our mouths in this scripture.  He teaches that the character of a person is revealed by the words which come out of his mouth.  We saw yesterday that we can (and should) ask of God his help in guarding the words which come out of our mouths.  Today's lesson goes a bit deeper, though, because Jesus is showing us that this is also a matter of the heart.  Sometimes one has a very difficult time speaking words of life and success because of the injury and hurt in his heart.  
 
The first step is to ask God to help guard our mouths but the next step must be to allow him to clean up the mess in your heart.  Everyone carries baggage with them but God is in the business of unpacking all of the baggage if you will let him move in.  You will never speak the words you want as long as your heart is not healed because out of the overflow of your heart, your mouth speaks.  Where there is unresolved hurt there is every sort of negative action and reaction.  
 
Let God heal you.  Let him take away the hurt.  It is not easy and I would never say that it is, but running away from it is so much more painful.  Do not harbor the past.  Let go of the past so that God can give you a future.  Let go of the hurt.  Let God in, no matter how afraid you are.  It really is so worth it.

428. Monday, August 4, 2008
 
Psalm 103: 1-2
 
1  Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name.
 
2  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits.
 
Isn't it interesting that the words following "Bless the Lord," are about the blessing on us?  David tells us to bless the Lord but then he says, "And while you are blessing Him, don't forget all of the benefits that come along with being His kid."  I found six enumerated benefits following these two verses.  Bless the Lord because it is a good thing to do but do not forget that it is his desire to keep you in a blessed state of being.  Live in the benefits and bless the Lord.
 

429. Tuesday, August 5, 2008
 
1 Peter 5: 7
 
[C}asting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.
 
If you have been walking around upset or worried, I have good news for you.  God cares for you.  He cares so much, in fact, that he does not want you to be anxious for anything.  Cast all your care upon him.  What does that mean?  It means every time a troubled thought comes to your mind, pray it away and give it to God.  It does not have to be a fancy prayer.  In fact, it should be short and sweet so that you can say it anytime.  You might start off your morning talking with God about the challenges in your life and tell him that you are going to leave them in His capable hands.  Then when those anxious thoughts come along during the day, just say, "I have cast the care of this over onto the Lord and I am not going to worry about it."  Or you might say something like, "Father, I thank you that you are taking care of this situation for me so I am not going to worry about it."  In this way you can live anxiety free.  Wouldn't that be great?

430. Wednesday, August 6, 2008
 
Isaiah 35: 4
 
Say to those with anxious heart, "Take courage, fear not."
  
After reading 1 Peter 5: 7 yesterday, hopefully there are fewer with anxious hearts.  Sometimes it takes a bit of time and practice to rid oneself of all anxiety though.  So, here is a further word of encouragement from the Lord.  Do not worry, do not stay in fear.  God is for you.  Take courage for he will not abandon you.
 

431. Thursday, August 7, 2008
 
Ephesians 4: 29
 
Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear.
  
We have all heard the saying, "If you have nothing good to say, then say nothing at all."  Well, what part of that have we had a hard time understanding?  That is exactly what Paul is instructing us to do in this passage.  Unwholesome does not mean cuss words or profanities only.  It means any expression that is not edifying.  If the words are negative and have a tendency to tear down rather than to build up, then they are unwholesome and not fit for your sanctified mouth.  They should become distasteful to you.
 
Now, I know there are some situations and some people who try your soul.  You may feel that if you don't complain to someone you will explode.  You are going to need God's help for those situations.  Ask him for his help and do your very best not to speak negatively regarding the situation.  The last thing the situation needs is negativity.  No one is going to benefit from you spewing negative statements even, if they are true.  If they don't express love and build up people, then they should not be uttered.  Do your part to keep those thoughts from having life and allow God to help you.

432. Friday, August 8, 2008
  
Proverb 22: 24
 
Do not associate with a man given to anger; or go with a hot-tempered man.
 
There are some things God just does not want us around.   Included among those are people with bad tempers.  Does that surprise you?  Very little good ever comes from losing our temper.  Nor is it any fun being around people who are hot-tempered.  Either they make everyone around them uncomfortable or they stir up more trouble and strife.  This is not what God wants for us.  He wants us to live a life of peace.  If you do not have peace in your life, look around at some of the people around you.  Make sure you do not have someone in your circle who is a peace stealer.  If you do, try not to be around them often and put them on your prayer list.  God can help them and he will.

433. Monday, August 11, 2008
 
Ephesians 4: 14 - 15
 
14  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
 
15  but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ.
 
 
Paul is teaching us how to grow up in our Christianity in this passage.  In verse 15 he lays out the model for the mature Christian.  No longer are we to be as children but we are to grow up into mature, adult Christians.  This means using our mouths in a positive way.  We cannot just be silent.  We must use the creative power of words as God has shown us.  Secondly, those words we speak must be words of truth.  Nothing else will do but truth.  Third, they must be spoken in love.  We do not have the luxury of speaking out of every emotion we may experience.  As mature Christians, regardless of our emotions, we must speak words of love.  There is no compromise.  Lastly, as we speak words of truth out of a place of love, then we will grow up into a mature Christian into Him.  We are not just to grow up to be like him.  Rather we are to grow "into Him."  We will only accomplish this last part only if we make love and truth our guiding stars and put our words work for us.

434. Tuesday, August 12, 2008
  
John 16: 32
 
Behold, an hour is coming and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me.
 
You never have to be lonely again because when you get a revelation of this scripture you will realize that you are never alone.   For anyone who has had trouble being alone, receive this encouragement from the Lord.  He is with you always and you can become so close to him that you will become aware of his presence with you.  You will never have to feel alone again.
 

435. Wednesday, August 13, 2008
  
Psalm 46: 10
 
Cease striving and know that I am God.
 
Cease striving.  The margin in my Bible says, "Let go, relax."  The King James version says, "Be still and know that I am God."  This is a difficult requirement for many in this society.  We are very busy and are rarely still.  We don't easily let go, we do not easily relax.  We are in a constant state of striving and achieving.  We rarely are still, especially mentally.  How are we to know God and the power of his might if we can not let go and let him be God?  How can we get to know him if we can never get quiet on the inside and listen to him?  Our lifestyles have gotten very busy and there is not much down time.  We cannot get into an intimate place with God without quiet time with him.  We really do not have to accomplish all tasks by the power of our might.  If we can get quiet long enough to really get to know God, then we would find that we do not have to strive so vigorously.  In the still quiet times is where we find God.  Just as Jesus had to withdraw into quiet and solitude, we too must find some moments to be still in all parts of ourselves.  In peace and quiet are the answers to many of the questions we face.  I pray you find stillness and the peace which accompanies it.
 

436. Thursday, August 14, 2008
 
Philippians 1: 9-10
 
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best. 
 
 
As we spend more quiet time with God he will grow love in us because he is love.  When we spend quiet time with the Father, he draws nearer to us.  The relationship between the Father and his kids becomes closer and more intimate.  Discernment and insight grow out of this more intimate relationship.  You will then find you do not have to strive so hard because God is more able to direct and lead you.  You will find that you hear him much more easily when you develop the habit of spending quality time with him; quiet, quality time.

437. Monday, August 18, 2008
 
Acts 3: 14-15
 
But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murder to be granted to you, but put to death the Prince of life.  
  
Jesus, the Prince of life.  Jesus has many titles but this is one that I do not hear referred to often.  Jesus said of himself that he came in order to give life and that more abundantly (John 10: 10), so it is an appropriate name for him.  I am reminded of the popular saying, "get a life."  I wonder what that means to different people.  Whatever it means to you, Jesus is the means by which you can have the life you desire.  Do you need health, finances, peace?  Jesus came so that you could have all of those things and have them in abundance.  He came so that you could have a good life.  Get a life with Jesus today.

438. Tuesday, August 19, 2008
 
Isaiah 43: 23
 
I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins.
 
How many people walk around burdened by the memory of past sins?  Here we have God speaking in the Old Testament.  This is a time before Jesus even came to remove the sin guilt.  God says that he will not even remember our sins.  Don't let mistakes of the past keep you down and keep you from moving ahead.  If you have confessed your error to God and asked his forgiveness, then he has wiped out your sin and does not even remember it anymore.  Talk with him about it.  Thank him for his goodness and forgiveness.  Then put it in the past and leave it there.  Jesus came to set us free from the burden of sin and guilt.  Do not let forgiven sin be a millstone around your neck.


439. Wednesday, August 20, 2008
 
Isaiah 43: 4  (NIV)
 
Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you ...
  
What is the one thing we want to hear God say to us more than anything else?  I think it is that he loves us.  This message should be taken personally.  It is not a matter of God loving everyone on earth, though he does.  Here God is trying to make clear to you that you are precious to him.  He loves you.  If you were the only person on earth, God would have still sent Jesus just to save you.  Put your name at the end of the verse and read it again.  If you get no other message out of the Bible, this is the one that you should get a hold of.

440. Thursday, August 21, 2008
 
Psalm 105: 14
 
He permitted no man to oppress them, and He reproved kings for their sakes.
 
This Psalm is talking about a time when the children of Israel were wandering about, going from nation to nation.  Even though they were strangers in the land, God protected them and blessed them.  He prepared their way so that they would have the land of milk and honey.  Even when they were wandering about he was there with them, watching over them and minding their way.  I am sure there were times when the Israelites did not feel God's presence but he was there nonetheless.  
 
In the same way he watches over us today.  As he led the Israelites into the prosperous land, so he is leading you today.  We do not always feel his presence around us but he is there regardless.  He will reprove kings and others for you and will not allow anyone to oppress you.  He is a righteous king and protects his loved ones in his righteousness.
 
No matter what you are facing today, what obstacles appear in your path remember that God is looking after you and no obstacle is able to stand before him.

441. Friday, August 22, 2008
 
Romans 12: 2
 
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
 
The minute you are saved your spirit is reborn into the very image of Christ.  You become a new person and old things pass away.  Your mind, however, does not get reborn.  It has to be renewed.  This requires effort on our part.
 
Earlier in this letter from Paul, in Chapter 8, Paul admits to the warring nature in his own person.  He writes that he does the very thing that he does not want to do and does not do the things he does want to do.  He is pointing out to us that the renewal of our minds is a process.  Furthermore, it is a process in which we must actively participate.  Paul tells us that is how we will be transformed, by us actively renewing our minds.  In 2 Corinthians 10:5 Paul tells us to take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.  We actually have to police our thoughts and anything that does not line up with the Word must be cast out.
 
Joyce Meyer wrote a book titled The Battlefield of the Mind.  In this pivotal work she teaches that our thought life is where the battle with the devil will be won or lost.  The battle between good and evil, between right and wrong plays out in our own minds.  It is not over kill.  The word says that as man thinketh, so is he.  
 
If you feel like you are losing anywhere in your life, look at your thought life.  Are there thoughts running around in there that are not beneficial to your new life in Christ.  If you find any, talk to God about them and every time one of them comes to your mind, replace it with what the word says.  Kick that thought out of your mind and soon it will lose its power.

 

442. Monday, August 25, 2008
 
John 10: 10         (Amplified Version)
 
I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance to the full till it overflows.
 
I am often surprised that people choose to live their lives without Christ.  Life with him is so much easier and blessed.  It is a life of hope and grace.  This does not come just with saying the sinner's prayer though.  It is received through surrender.  You have to make Jesus the Lord of your life and let him be master over it.  It is when we hold on too tightly that we choke out the life he came to give us.  In complete surrender is freedom and peace.  Type A, controlling personalities have a difficult time surrendering that control to anyone but as one, I can tell you that it is so worth it.  Life on the other side is so much more enjoyable, is not fraught with stress and is just simply easier.  Whatever your personality type, I encourage you to try your very best today to give over more of your life to Jesus.  Let him be the Lord of your life instead of you being the lord and master of it.  You will find it is a life much better lived.
 

443. Tuesday, August 26, 2008
 
2 Chronicles 16: 9
 
For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.
 
Who would not like the idea of having God's strong support?  He is actively searching for people to whom He can give his support.  All we have to do is to give our hearts to Him, one hundred percent.  It really is not hard.  It is just a matter of falling in love.  You surely have given your heart to someone before.  If we can give our whole selves to another person, shouldn't it be much easier to give ourselves to God?  Give yourself to him and let him be your support.

444. Wednesday, August 27, 2008
  
Luke 10: 19             (King James Version)
 
Behold, I have given you power to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
 
The word "power" above is also translated as "authority".  Jesus gave us his authority for us to exercise in this earth.  His disciples were amazed at the power that they commanded in His name.  They returned to him saying, "even the devils are subject to us in thy name."
 
This is the same authority we have today and are under today.  When we submit ourselves to the authority of Jesus, we then come under that authority.  Then we gain the right to exercise that same authority.  Then you can have great confidence in the protection of the Lord.  When you put yourself under him, you become entitled to all the benefits of His kingdom.  No demon or devil can harm you.  Nothing can harm you.  You walk clothed in the authority of Jesus himself.

445. Thursday, August 28, 2008
 
 Psalm 145: 14
 
The Lord sustains all who fall, and raises up all who are bowed down.
 
Many people do not seem to understand the basic nature of God.  He is a father first and foremost.  He longs to care for his kids.  He does not want us to come into the kingdom so that we can serve him.  He wants everyone to enter in so that he can take care of them.  He wants to help us, to lead us, to show us the way so that we do not stumble but in those inevitable times when we, just like any kid, don't listen to him and we do stumble and fall, he is there to pick us up and make it all better.  He longs to be generous and kind to us and he only wants the best for us.  He is there today for anyone who has fallen or lost their way.  He is a loving father longing to extend his love and care to all who will receive him.

446. Friday, August 29, 2008
 
John 17: 15
 
I do not ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to keep them from (out of the power of) the evil one.
  
I felt compelled to put the text from today's word in red in order to emphasize that these are the words of Jesus, that this is a prayer of Jesus.  I am of the opinion, maybe even assumption that Jesus' prayers got answered.  I well imagine that most of us think that whatever Jesus prayed, he received.  Well, if you believe that then praise God because that is one awesome prayer he asked of His father on our behalf.  That means that God keeps us from the power of the devil.
 
Now do we sometimes submit ourselves to be under the power of the devil?  Sure we do.  But here is the great news.  Because of Jesus, because of his sacrifice, because of his prayer, we never have to be subject again to the bondage of the devil.  Hallelujah!  If that does not make you want to shout, then I do not know what will.  You are free from the power of the devil.  Amen.

447. Tuesday, September 2, 2008
 
Psalm 27: 14
 
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; yes, wait for the Lord.
 
Waiting is one the hardest things we ever have to do.  This verse implies more than just letting time pass though.  It is getting quiet in your mind and body and letting your faith rise up.  When you have a big goal or a big prayer out there that you are awaiting, the first thing the devil is going to do is shoot fear and doubt at you.  This is why David encourages you to take some time alone in the quiet with God.  You need to hear from him and fear or doubt as well as simply busyness will inhibit your ability to hear from him.  Sit quietly and wait to hear from the Lord.  Let your heart fill with courage and faith and you will receive all of your answers.  Then you will be able to praise God as David did.

448. Wednesday, September 3, 2008
 
Psalm 37: 7
 
Rest in the Lord and wait patently for Him.
 
It takes trust to wait upon the Lord.  If you do not trust him you will find it very difficult to wait for him, especially to wait patiently.  Patience is a virtue that is in short supply these days.  The good news is that faithful waiting actually builds trust and confidence.  This is not a passive wait but an act born of decision.  As you spend quiet time with the Lord, that faith and trust build making it easier to continue to wait.  Then his perfect will can be realized.

449. Thursday, September 4, 2008
 
Psalm 37: 25
 
I have been young, and now I am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken.
 
What wonderful news to hear this morning.  In times past, in times present, God has never forsaken his righteous.  He is not going to begin now and he is not going to begin with you.  I know that it sometimes seems he has left you and forgotten you but it is not true.  He is there with you.  If you are suffering, he is suffering with you.  It is we who have perception problems.  And sometimes we have reception problems.  You might be praying until you feel blue in your face but cannot seem to find God.  Don't you waiver.  Although you cannot feel him, He is there.  Sometimes, no matter how desperately we pray, we can at the very same time have a very difficult time letting God in.  Even though we want him, our pain and our fear block reception of all that he wants to bring to us.
 
It is like this.  God is knocking on your door.  You keep shouting, "Come in!"  This goes on and on.  You get frustrated and maybe even a little angry at God.  Then sometime later you realize that the door was locked all along.  What a faithful God we have to keep standing there and to keep knocking at a locked door.  What a loving father to persist even when he knows you are getting angry at him.  He knows it is not His fault and that your anger at Him is not justified and yet He keeps standing there, knocking at your door with His arms full of all of the presents he has brought you.
 

450. Friday, September 5, 2008
 
Psalm 147: 3
 
He heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds.
 
Have you ever had your heart broken?  Do you ever feel broken?  If so, then God has sent this word of encouragement to you.  He wants you to know that he can heal those wounds.  He desires to heal all of your hurts.  In order for him to heal your broken heart though, you must let him in.  Now the truth is that when you are hurting, you do not want to let anyone into your heart.  It is a sensitive area and you guard it.  The problem is that God cannot heal your heart when you are keeping him out of it.  I know this is one of the hardest things you will ever do but I promise you that any pain you feel by opening up your heart will be short lived and miniscule in contrast with the great healing that you will receive.  It is so worth it.  The risk is minimal.  Trust God.  He really will come through for you.

451. Monday, September 8, 2008
 
Romans 8: 38-39
 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
 
Do you know that not even God himself can separate us from the love of God?  He has given all power over our relationship to us.  He never wanted to control us.  He wants us to love him because we choose to.  That means that the total power of our relationship with the creator of all rests in our hands.  That should empower you.  No matter how strained your relationship with God becomes, he does not even have the power to forsake or abandon you.  Only you can end that relationship.  If things get tough and your reaction is to back away from God, know this.  When you come back around to yourself, you will find that God is still right there waiting for you.  He has waited for you a long time and he will wait for you until the end of time.  Furthermore, if you are in a place in your life where you think you are ready for a deeper and stronger relationship with him, then the power to cause that to happen resides in your hands.  God is always there for you and you can have as much of him as you want.

452. Tuesday, September 9, 2008
 
Genesis 12: 3
 
And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you, I will curse.
 
How would you like God saying this about you?  Well, he has.  God is a jealous God and he loves his kids fiercely.  This verse can give you comfort that you are looked out for but it may have another affect on you too.  I now find it easier to pray for those who do things against me because I have a real revelation of how God reacts to them in light of this scripture.  Sometimes when someone does something to me, I really feel sorry for them because I know they just hurt themselves much more than they could even try to hurt me.  Just for beginners, they have sown bad seed and it is going to yield to them a crop.  But secondly, I know they just put themselves in opposition to God because they have messed with his kid.  Maybe you too will find it easier to pray for your enemies when this scripture gets down into you.  The last thing someone wants to do is to cause anguish for you or me.  All will not be well with them.  Maybe now you will actually feel compassion for them.  They sure need someone praying for them.

453. Wednesday, September 10, 2008
 
Matthew 14: 14
 
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
 
When I read this story, I am touched by Jesus' compassion.  Jesus had withdrawn in a private boat so that he could be alone yet when he landed he was confronted with large crowds.  I believe many of us would like to be like Jesus.  Many people pray to be like Jesus.  What is it we imagine God will do when we pray to be like Jesus?  I think many of us believe he will alter our actions at the appropriate moment.  That is not how he works though.  He works through us by changing us bit by bit.  We are transformed by the renewing of our minds.  He does not just take over and change our behaviors  when needed.  He changes our hearts so that we begin to act like him.  For those of us who pray to be like Jesus this means that we must let him into our deepest parts and allow him to transform us into an image of him.  Where there is hurt, we must allow him to heal.  Where there is anger we must allow him to resolve.  We must put on the new man and we must be obedient to his commands.
 
The truth is, in order for Jesus to change you to be like him, he must change you.  Most people don't like change.  Frankly most people seem to be afraid of change.  If we really want to be like Jesus, we are going to have to let him be our complete source.  We are going to have to let him into our hearts in complete surrender so that he can overflow out of our hearts.  As we surrender to him our inadequacies, he fills us up with himself.  Finally we can over flow love.  That is the truest success we can ever experience.

454. Thursday, September 11, 2008
  
2 Kings 19: 19
 
"Now, O LORD our God, I pray, deliver us from his hand that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You alone, O LORD, are God." 
  
Today being the anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, my mind turned to the protection we have under God's wings.  This scripture rang out loudly to me especially.  At some level the attacks on 9/11 were an attack against our God, against our faith, against our way of believing.  We as Americans as well as Christians should turn our eyes unto God, our savior and our redeemer.  We should lift our eyes to him and expect him to protect us in our daily lives, to protect our families and to protect our countries.  Let the nations see that our God is the one and only true God.  Let them see his manifestation over our lives and over our nation. 
 
The Israelites in the Old Testament kept walking away from God and walking into idolatry.  No matter how much God did for them, they always fell away.  It seems ridiculous when you read the stories.  Let us not become a New Testament example of the same foolishness.  Let us turn back to God now.  Let us individually and collectively put ourselves back under his protective umbrella so that no harm can befall us and so that the nations will see the might and power of our God.
455. Friday, September 12, 2008
  
Genesis 15: 1                (Amplified Translation)
 
Fear not, Abram, I am your Shield, your abundant compensation, and your reward shall be exceedingly great.
 
The book of Galatians tells us that we are the offspring of Abraham (Abram) and the heirs to his promise from God.  Therefore, any promise of God to Abraham is a promise to you.  So, take Abram's name out of the passage above and put your name in.  God has specifically told you not to fear because he is the shield about you.  If you ever see cartoons maybe you can understand having a personal force field all around you.  That is God's idea of a shield.  It is like a protective bubble all around you.  He completely surrounds you protecting you from harm coming from any direction.  That includes dangers that you cannot even see because you can't look in all directions at one time.  That means you do not have to anticipate ever danger and pray for protection for that specifically.  You just have to know that he is a real and present protector who takes his care of you seriously.  All you have to do is thank him for it and let him do his job.  Thank him each morning that he is the God that protects you then put your mind at ease.  
 
I am beginning a short series on protection so that we can refresh our minds with God's promise of protection.  If you don't know what gifts are yours, how can you avail yourself of them?  We must be convinced that God's gift of protection is for us.  If not, the devil will continuously steal our safety from us.
 

456. Monday, September 15, 2008
 
Deuteronomy 1: 29 - 30            
 
29  "Dread not, neither be afraid of them. 
 
30  The Lord your God Who goes before you, He will fight for you.
 
 
God tells us over and over again to be not afraid.  I guess it is one of those messages that we may need to hear every day.  There is much in this world to frighten us.  And yet, God's word is the same.  "Do not fear for I go before you to battle your problems for you (paraphrase)."   Whatever situations arise before you, know that God has already foreseen it because he goes before you.  He has already perceived the problem and is fixing it for you before you even know there is a problem.  When you see that problem looming on the horizon, think of that.  Remind yourself that God has already arrived on the scene before you and has the situation in his hand.  That should save you alot of worry and hopefully alot of fear too. 

457. Tuesday, September 16, 2008
 
Deuteronomy 33: 27                     (Amplified)
 
The eternal God is your refuge and dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms; He drove the enemy before you and thrust them out, saying, Destroy!
 
We continue to see the Lord going before us and clearing our way. As he goes he prepares a place of rest and tranquility for you.  He is that sanctuary.  You are safe in the everlasting arms and can take your rest in Him.  
 
You can see one important reason to follow the leading of the Lord in this verse.  If he is going before us preparing the way, then we surely want to go the way he has prepared.  If you are having to fight alot of your own struggles, look back and make sure you are on the path that God prepared for you.  If you are, then just keep trusting Him.  If you find you are not doing what he said to do or not going where he is leading you, then double time your way back onto the correct path.  He is working things out for you, follow him.
458. Wednesday, September 17, 2008
 
2 Samuel 22: 1
 
And David spoke the words of this song to the Lord in the day that the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul.
 
I find much encouragement in this verse and I pray that you do as well.  One of the things I want you to see was that God delivered David from ALL his enemies.  He didn't just deliver him from the little problems or just the big ones.  God thinks that all of the problems you have are important.  How could God even differentiate from what we think is a big problem or a small problem?  To him they are all small.  That does not mean that they are insignificant in his eyes.  It just means that from his vantage point, very few of the problems we take to him are earth shattering.  He just does not have the perspective necessary to distinguish a small problem from a big one.  If you care about it, that is all that is necessary to him.  They are all important to him if they are important to you.
 
God does not pick and choose which of your enemies to defeat.  He is after them all.  So whether it is a safety issue, health challenge, financial problem or something else, he intends to defeat them all while you rest in the safety of his everlasting arms.
  

459. Thursday, September 18, 2008
 
2 Samuel 22: 2 - 3
 
The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer.  3) My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge; my savior, Thou dost save me from violence.
 
This is a psalm of David, a man who knew violence, who knew what it was to be hunted by enemies.  He was constantly confronted with big problems.  His boss wanted to kill him and would alternate between praising him and threatening him.  Yet this is a man who died of old age.  The odds were against him most of his life but he learned early to trust God with his problems and became the greatest king of Israel and a man that God himself described as a man after his own heart.  Yes, David had more than his share of challenges but God saw him through each and every one of them.  He took his refuge in God and God saved him.

460. Monday, September 22, 2008
 
2 Samuel 22: 4
 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised; and I am saved from my enemies.
 
One of the reasons I believe God and David were so close was that David had unfettered praise for the Lord.  He was truly grateful for who God is and all that God had done for him.  I imagine that there was praise in his mouth often.  As he grew older it was probably even more profuse.  David cannot even tell us about God answering his call to save him without saying in as aside how worthy God is of our praise.
 
I have to believe that is part of the reason David walked in such revelation of the nature of God.  God was good to David but David was good to God too.  David believed in his God and therefore, his enemies, though many, were no match for the power that flowed out of that relationship; God loving and caring for David and David loving and praising God.
 
Don't ever doubt that God is watching over you to do all that you want and that you say.  But also remember to thank him on occasion for all that he does.

461. Tuesday, September 23, 2008
 
Job 1: 10
 
Hast Thou not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side? 
 
For me, this is where the rubber meets the road as relates to God's protection.  Psalm 91 is the Gold standard of verses on protection.  It is one of the one's that every one should be familiar with so that you can know where to go in time of need.  This passage in Job, though, seems to be the result of the application of God's word on protection.  We have seen verses that tell us that he is a shield all around us and that he is our refuge.  He protects us from our enemies (problems) and defeats our foes on our behalf.
 
This passage has the devil describing to God the effect of all that other word, of those other verses, of God's protection.  The devil meant it as a criticism of God but I am very happy to hear that when the devil looks at me he sees a hedge all about me and my possessions.  This is also the way I pray every morning.  I thank the Lord that he protects me and my family and I remind him of his word.  Then I ask that he post his angels all around me, my family and all of our possessions.  I want you to see yourself surrounded by a hedge of protection also.  Make this picture clear in your mind.
  

462. Wednesday, September 24, 2008
 
Psalm 3: 6
 
I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people who have set themselves against me round about.
 
And why should you be afraid of anyone?  Romans 8:31 reads, "If God be for us, who can be against us?"  The long and short of it is, if you have God on your side, then it really does not matter how many are on the other side or how big they are.  Once you have God, you win.  God equals victory.  Yahoo!

463. Thursday, September 25, 2008
 
Psalm 4: 8
 
In peace I will both lie down and sleep, for Thou alone, O Lord, dost make me to dwell in safety.
 
There is alot going on in the world that has the tendency to frighten people.  Here is a word from God that you do not have to fear because you are his.  When you go to bed at night, you can sleep peacefully knowing that he has made your dwelling a place of safety.

464. Friday, September 26, 2008
 
Proverb 18: 10
 
The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it and is safe.
 
The Amplified Bible says that the righteous person is "high above evil."  That is a good image to hold on to.  The Father's love for you places you out of the reach of every evil thing.  You can sleep in peace and work in peace and even drive your car in peace because you know that you are in the hands of your Father high above the low and base things of life.  As you go to sleep at night, as you begin your day, picture yourself in his hands far above the chaos and calamity of this world.  You are in a place of perfect peace, tranquility and rest.  Nothing can bother you or get to you in this place.

465. Monday, September 29, 2008
 
1 Peter 4: 10
 
As each one has received a (special) gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
 
Each of us has been uniquely gifted by God for the edifying of the saints; every single one of us.  I want you to also see how this scripture reads in the Amplified Version of the Bible.
 
As each of you has received a gift (a particular spiritual talent, a gracious divine endowment), employ it for one another as (befits) good trustees of God's many-sided grace [faithful stewards of the extremely diverse powers and gifts granted to Christians by unmerited favor].
 
I have heard many people say they have no gifts or that there is nothing special about them.  Well, the Bible disagrees.  The Apostle Peter led by the Holy Spirit says that there is something unique and special about you.  What’s more, you have the ability to help others in and out of the body of Christ with your special gift.  Don't discount your value to the Body of Christ.  You are important and valuable.  Ask God to reveal your gifts to you, or more importantly ask him to reveal to you what you can do to help his kids.
 

466. Tuesday, September 30, 2008
 
Isaiah 65: 24
 
It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear.
 
Sometimes it feels like God is far off or that he does not hear us when we pray.  That is why Christians are not supposed to be led by what they feel.  The truth is God is waiting eagerly to hear what you will say.  He and his hosts are standing by attentively.  Perhaps we do not always talk to Father God because we are afraid he will not be listening.  Well, fear not!  Before you even utter the first word, his attention is completely upon you.  Open your mouth and talk to him.  He will answer.
 

467. Wednesday, October 1, 2008
 
Galatians 6: 1       (Amplified)
 
Brethren, if any person is overtaken in misconduct or sin of any sort, you who are spiritual [who are responsive to and controlled by the Spirit] should set him right and restore and reinstate him, without any sense of superiority and with all gentleness, keeping an attentive eye on yourself, lest you should be tempted also.
 
I don't like this verse and I just don't like it.  I have fought with it.  I have wrestled with it but every time I open my Bible it is still there.  If you have a Bible that does not have this verse in it, I will buy it from you.  I do not seem, however, to be able to change God's mind about it.  So, what are we to do?  Well, I consider myself as one of those who is responsive to and led by God's Holy Spirit.  Therefore, there is no doubt that this scripture applies to me.  How about you?  Do you consider yourself spiritual; mature in the things of God?  Do you want to be?  Then this is the standard we must all attain to.
 
You will notice that the scripture does not say, "All of you who are spiritual, preach at the one who is sinning; correct and admonish him."  Nor does it say to run him down behind his back.  Well, this is the way most of us behave, even (or especially) those who call ourselves Christians.  We are to restore that person and that does not even mean ostracize him.  This is a very difficult scripture.  Picture this.
 
You've got a brother who is misbehaving or out and out sinning.  Maybe it is a co-worker or a family member.  Maybe it is even someone in your church.  They are causing trouble for themselves sure but it is never that simple.  They are causing trouble for others too.  If someone in the church is involved in some continuing sin, it does not just hurt him, it hurts everyone in the church and may even damage the salvation message of the church.  Doesn't it seem an appropriate response for all of us to attack that person and correct him in the strongest terms.  Sure it does.  Then why has God put this scripture here?
 
God knows that the only way to restore someone is through love and prayer.  Those of us who think ourselves spiritual better guard ourselves (as the scripture recommends) to be sure that we are not in violation of this bigger spiritual principle.  God has commanded us to love.  He has instructed us to pray for (not about) those who despitefully use us.  While we are considering this person's sin, we must be very careful that we are not running aground of this scripture and all that God has said about love and prayer.  We might be forced to ask ourselves who is committing the biggest sin?
 
Last, although far from least, notice that we are to restore such a one with gentleness.  We are not to look down our noses at the person who is committing such flagrant sins.  He will atone to God for those abuses.  We are to love them out of the mess they are in and do such with a spirit of gentleness.  Look, the sinner deserves none of the kindness and love that God is leading us to extend to him.  He deserves the worst and deserves every bad thing he gets.  He is causing great harm to others, never considering anyone else, their needs or what he does to them.  Why, therefore, does he deserve any consideration himself?  The answer is that he doesn't.  He does not deserve any of your kindness.  He does not deserve any of your forgiveness.  He does not even deserve your prayers.  It's just that this is what the Father has asked you to do.  God extended the same love, patience tolerance, kindness and gentleness to us when we did not deserve it.  Now he is asking you who are mature to act like him.  We say all that time that we want to act more like Jesus.  Well, here is your chance.  God loved us while we were still sinners and sacrificed Jesus for us.  All we have to sacrifice is some gentleness and some prayers for those others who are undeserving like we were.
 
I told you this was a tough verse.

468. Thursday, October 2, 2008
 
Galatians 6: 2
 
Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.
 
This is the second instruction to those who think themselves spiritual.  We are to carry the burden for those who are weak until they can do it for themselves.  If someone is struggling with sin or with their spiritual growth, it generally does not mean they do not love God.  It is a product of their weakness and immaturity.  It may be a reflection of their personal and emotional injuries.  God can and will heal those areas if He is allowed to but in the meantime, those people need an intercessor, someone to carry the load for them.  I do not say, "He's my brother, he ain't heavy" like a popular song once intoned but you who are mature have God to lean on.  As you intercede for your brother in prayer and have a burden to do so, sometimes it will feel like a heavy burden but you can shift that burden over to your Father God.  He wants to help you with your burden as you help your brother.  Pray for your brother's needs and draw from you Father's strength.  You will grow closer to God in the process and you will help the ministering spirits to save your wayward brother at the same time.  It may be a difficult thing for you to do but it is in these things, the one's that are trying, that our obedience proves most profitable.  God will honor you and you will find that you and He become closer and closer and that relationship is worth any pain or discomfort.

469. Friday, October 3, 2008
 
Romans 15: 1
 
Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength.
 
Just in case you thought God was not serious about yesterday's message (Galatians 6:2) about carrying the burden for others, here he is saying it again.  I know it isn't fair but how is that person who is too weak even to carry his own prayer burden going to get better if there isn't someone stronger and more mature praying for him?  How is he (or she) going to get healed without an intercessor?  
 
We have all needed someone to pray for us when we were yet babes.  Now that you are mature, it is your turn to pray for those yet maturing.  We all need to grow up as a body and that is only going to happen if we all work together.  The new in Christ or the immature, are the one's who someday will need to be the strength for others.  How will they fulfill that role if someone does not bear them up now?  Let us bear the weaknesses of others with prayer and fulfill the law of Christ.
 

470. Monday, October 6, 2008
 
Romans 5: 5
 
[A]nd hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
 
How do you express love when you do not feel it, when you do not think you have love for someone?  You use God's love.  
 
When God tells you to do something, he never does so without giving you all of the tools you need to perform the function he has called you to.  So when he tells you to love and pray for that person that you are angry with, he knows that you do not have that kind of love in your natural person.  He, therefore, provides you with his love.  All of his love has already been poured into your heart.  Isn't that great?  God gives you his love so that you can give it to the person he is asking you to pray for but the great thing is that he pours his love onto and into you first.  You are blessed because he poured it out on you first.  The more people you help the more you are truly blessed because God first gives you the blessing that they need so that you can give it to them.  God is a blessing and he blesses.  So when he asks you to do something, even something hard, get happy because he is about to pour out a blessing on you.  And when you feel you have run out of love, fear not.  Reach into your heart and find that reservoir that God has filled with his love.

471. Tuesday, October 7, 2008
 
2 Corinthians 9: 8
 
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything you may have an abundance for every good deed.
 
This scripture teaches us that God provides every tool, every resource we will ever need in order that we may perform the works he calls us to.  That may mean a gift of teaching, if called to the ministry.  It may mean financial support for meeting needs.  He provides all of it to all of us so that we will have the means by which to accomplish all good deeds.
 
It also supports yesterday's scripture (Romans 5: 5) which says that God has already poured out his love into our hearts.  Through this pouring out of his love, you are able to love the unlovely.  Through his love, you are able to pray for the undeserving.
 
God is giving you everything you need in order to do whatever he is asking you to do right now.  For everything God ever asks you to do, no matter how difficult, he will provide all of the resources for the accomplishment of that task.  He does not ask you to perform out of your strength and out of your resources.  No, the mature Christian is the one God can call on who does not have the resources to do what he asks.  They have learned to lean on God as their source and because of that, they can do the impossible.
 
No matter what God is asking you to do today, he has provided every tool, every resource to complete that mission.  
 

472. Wednesday, October 8, 2008
 
Psalm 61: 1 & 2
 
1  Hear my cry, O God; Give heed to my prayer.
 
2  From the end of the earth I call to Thee, when my heart is faint.
 
 
God answers our cries and our prayers.  Even when you cry from the ends of the Earth, God hears your cry and answers you.  No matter where you go or what problems you may encounter, God is waiting to hear from you.  He longs to hear you talk to him and he wants to help you with your day.  When you feel faint, tired, out of energy, he is there for you.  When you are lonely, he is right there.  He is awaiting you, not the other way around.  If you call out to him, he will absolutely hear you.  If you whisper in the still of the night, he is listening.  Everyday, he is waiting to hear what you have to say.
 
473. Thursday, October 9, 2008
 
John 14: 6
 
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.
 
Jesus said that he was the way.  The way to what?  Who?  He gives us the answer in the second part of the verse.  Jesus is the way to God.  He paved the way for us to know God as our Father.  Jesus' sacrifice reconciled us back to the Father.  So, he, Jesus, is the way to the Father.  Sometimes we as Christians can be guilty of not spending enough energy on our relationship with the Father because of our love and adoration of the Lord Jesus.  That is a cause for sorrow for Jesus because he wants to see us reconciled with the Father.  We must really spend time with the Father getting to know him and falling in love with him.  This is a right and proper thing to do and is not offensive to Jesus.  We are to seek the Father, not just pray to him about our needs.  Seek Him in order to get to know him and to draw closer to him.
 

474. Friday, October 10, 2008
 
Proverb 10: 8
 
The wise of heart will receive commands, but a babbling fool will be thrown down.
 
Have you ever known someone who talks all of the time but never seems to listen.  That is the person referred to in this passage.  We all know people like this.  They always have alot to say but they never seem to listen to anyone.  Father is telling us here that wisdom asks us to remain teachable.  We need to keep listening and keep learning.  We must be able to receive instruction and correction.  God keeps teaching us all the days of our lives if we will keep on listening.  Besides wisdom, you will gain great joy in allowing God to keep instructing you. 
 

475. Monday, October 13, 2008
 
Acts 10: 38
 
You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was with Him.
 
It is easy to see why people are attracted to Jesus.  He is a person of great power and yet he went around doing good.  Sometimes we think of people with power as dangerous because we have had experience with people ho have power being corrupted by the power they hold.  Jesus could not be tempted by power, though.  He used his power to benefit others.  he did not even use it to benefit himself.  he could have been the most powerful man on earth with the power he had and the knowledge he held.  The devil tried to tempt him into using that power but Jesus was above it.
 
I would love to have his reputation.  He is known as a person who had great power and went around doing good while he was in this earth.  The scripture says that he is "the same yesterday and today and forever" (Hebrews 13: 8).  So he still goes about doing good.  But now he lives in us. So the good to be done must be done through us.  We can walk in the anointing of the Holy Spirit too and through the power of the Holy Spirit, we can continue Jesus' good works.  Then people will recognize us as Jesus' followers without us having to say anything.

476. Tuesday, October 14, 2008
 
Proverb 22: 16
 
He who oppresses the poor to make much for himself or who gives to the rich, will only come to poverty.
 
This verse should be a good guide for our national fiscal policies.  These principles are so old that you would think we would all have them down by now but apparently we are still learning.  It is bad seed sown into bad soil when you do not follow sound fiscal policy.  That is true on a personal level as well as on a national level.  Policies which favor a particular group for reasons other than sound, fair policy are always going to turn out badly. Only when there is equity across all income levels can we hope to reap a good and bountiful crop.  This is good advice for us nationally and might help guide us individually as well. When we let truth and righteousness guide us, we will fair well.  I was taught when I was young that we should all tithe 10% of our income and save 10% of our income.  There is nothing complex in that advice but it would make a global difference if we all subscribed to and followed it.  

 

477. Wednesday, October 15, 2008
 
Psalm 121: 7-8
 
7  The Lord will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul.
 
8  The Lord will guard your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forever.
 
We need a scripture like this every day to remind us how complete and vast our protection in the Lord actually is.  There is something on the news all of the time that could easily plunge a person into the depths of fear and anguish and if we constantly wrap ourselves in that kind of stimuli, then we will find ourselves easily depressed and discouraged.  This verse and others like it are good retaliation for all of the negativity that is dumped on you every day.  It can be put on an index card and taken once or twice a day as a anti-fear pill. 

478. Thursday, October 16, 2008
 
Isaiah 45: 2
 
I will go before you and make the rough places smooth; I will shatter the doors of bronze, and cut through their iron bars.
 
God did not promise there would not be rough places but he did promise he would make them smooth for you.  He will break down all barriers that stand in your way.  How do you avail yourself of this promise?  First believe that it is true and meant for you.  God cannot send to you what you do not believe in.  Then trust him to do what he has said.  That really means that in the face of evidence to the contrary, you keep believing in God's promises to you.  Keep believing that he will make the rough places smooth even when it seems like you are headed into troubled waters.  Just keep your mind focused on him and his Word rather than on the problems ahead.  Then when you get there, the problems will be gone.

479. Friday, October 17, 2008
 
Isaiah 45: 3
 
And I will give you the treasures of darkness, and hidden wealth of secret places, in order that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who calls you by your name.
 
If you ever wondered who the Lord is, he tells you right here.  The God of Israel is the Lord.  And he, the Lord of all, has called you by your name.  What has he called you to?  Himself.  That is what it really means to have a calling on you.  He is calling you to himself.  He wants to be in relationship with you.  He is calling you into a deeper relationship with him.  He wants to have an intimate, personal relationship with you.  We are talking about God Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and he is calling you because he wants to be your friend and your father.  He wants to be your confidant and your refuge.  Not only that, he will even give to you the hidden riches of the world so that YOU may know that it is he that is calling you.  That is pretty encouraging news.  Don't even worry about the stock market.  God has stored up riches put aside for his kids.  He will give it to you to sustain and bless you that you may know that he is your Father who cares about you.  Answer his call to deeper, more honest and open intimacy with him today.
 

480. Monday, October 20, 2008
 
Exodus 8: 10
 
"May it be according to your word, that you may know that there is no one like the Lord our God."
 
This is a guiding principle in the Bible.  God will back up your words just like he did here with Pharaoh.  This is good and bad news.  It is great news if you understand this principle and use your language to your benefit.  It is horrible news if you use words carelessly.  The point is, you are going to get what you say.  The question is, what are you saying?  
 
God is on his throne and he has let us know that he is giving us the option to have it as we say.  He is going to back us up in what we say.  By this we are raised to a higher level.  He did not design us as servants but rather as his kids.  He is honoring us by honoring our words.  You can pray until you are blue in the face but if you constantly confess the opposite of what you are asking God for, you are going to be in trouble.  How can he give you what you ask when he has already established this principle and promised us that he is going to support our words.  He is not a man that he should lie (Numbers 23: 19) so he has to do according to what you have said.

481. Tuesday, October 21, 2008
 
Romans 8: 31
 
If God is for us, who is against us?
 
You are His kid and highly favored of the Lord.  So who can be against you when you are God Almighty's kid?  The next verse goes on to say that God has withheld nothing from his kids.  If he did not even spare his own son but gave him up for us, then what will he do for us or give us?  If God is so enamored with you that he would send his own son, then what will he not do to keep you?  The more you read this scripture, the more it sinks in how dearly He loves us.  The more that thought gets down into you, the more confidence you will have that He is going to meet every challenge in your life.
 

482. Wednesday, October 22, 2008
 
Psalm 116: 5
 
Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yes, our God is compassionate.
 
Some people have an idea of God as an angry God or a hard God.  They are just wrong about the nature of God.  Our God is a loving God.  He is gracious and compassionate.  God is not in the business of hurting people.  He is in the business of saving people.  He is nurturing and caring.  God is love!  He cannot act outside of his basic nature.  Maybe some people don't want to believe in a devil or they don't want to admit that they are reaping the fruit of their own seed.  What ever the reason, wouldn't we all be much happier and healthier accepting the love of God?  Get to know God as your loving parent who wants to shed his love onto every area of your life.


483. Thursday, October 23, 2008
 
Proverb 12: 14
 
A man will be satisfied with good by the fruit of his words, and the deeds of a mans hands will return to him.
 
Do you want good fruit in your life?  Well we are fortunate to have the recipe right here.  Fill your mouth with words that are good.  That means speaking well of yourself, speaking well of others and keeping your mouth from negative filled statements.  Good words and good deeds beget good.  How we treat others and how we speak are going to determine what we get in life.  Can you speak nicely of yourself?  You are God's prized child.  You are the apple of his eye.  Treat yourself like you are precious to God and treat others as though they are more important than yourself.  Put their needs above your own and don't forget how special you are to God.
 

484. Friday, October 24, 2008
 
Psalm 56: 9
 
This I know, that God is for me.
 
On Tuesday we saw Romans 8: 31 which says that if God is for us, who can be against us?  Which is to say that if God is on your side, it doesn't matter how big the giants are who are on the other side.  Now this verse assures us that God is in fact for us.  God is for you and no giant and no devil in hell or in your home town is big enough to overcome your Dad.  God is for you.

485. Monday, October 27, 2008
 
John 16: 1
 
These things I have spoken to you that you may be kept from stumbling.
 
Jesus spoke these words.  All that Jesus said while he was here on earth was for this purpose, to keep us from stumbling.  This is true for all of the Bible.  It is the word of God, given to us to lead us and guide us along our journey.  No one wants to stumble but few people realize the power the Word has to keep you on level ground in every area of your life.  The more of the Word you get, the less likely you are to stumble.  If you don't stumble you are surely not likely to fall.

486. Tuesday, October 28, 2008
Psalm 32: 7
 
Thou art my hiding place; thou dost preserve me from trouble; thou dost surround me with songs of deliverance.
 
There are many scriptures that assure us of God's protection and deliverance.  God must have given us so many scriptures and so much assurance because he knew that we would be constantly bombarded with doubt and fear.  You do not have to live with that fear though.  Doubt does not have to be a close friend.  God is bigger than any doubt or fear.  He has sent you these scriptures to keep you built up.  You need these scriptures to combat the fear that attacks you daily.  Do not let them get the best of you.  You and God are undefeatable.  Let him be your hiding place.  Let him preserve you from trouble.  Cooperate with him and he will surround you with songs of deliverance.  Let him fill you with music while he hides you from trouble.

487. Wednesday, October 29, 2008
 
Psalm 136: 1
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for his lovingkindness is everlasting.
 
God is good.  That is a great place to start.  If you are just learning about God or getting to know Him personally, that is the first thing to know about Him.  He is all good, he is good all of the time and there is no darkness or shadow in Him.  His very nature is one of loving kindness.  That is a wonderful thing to have said about you.  It is more than a character trait to God.  It is the substance of who He is.  He is love.  He is kindness.  And it should bring us great joy to hear, to know that his lovingkindness is everlasting.  That means that it is settled.  God is loving now, yesterday and tomorrow.  You never have to wonder if God is going to be loving today or kind tomorrow.  He is everyday loving and kind to you.  Does that not afford you great confidence?  Of course, you can approach Him anytime because you already know that His approach to you is going to be loving and kind.  What is it that you need?  Do you just need a friend to whom to talk?  Guess what.  You already know that He will be kind and compassionate when you talk with Him.  No wonder this psalm begins with "Give thanks to the Lord."  We can begin with thanksgiving because we know that we are going to be received in love before we utter the first word.  It should be easy for us to be thankful knowing that we will encounter good, love and kindness.  Thanks be to the Lord because He is so good.
 

488. Thursday, October 30, 2008

Proverb 31: 8-9
 
Open your mouth for the dumb, for the rights of all the unfortunate.  Open your mouth, judge righteously and defend the rights of the afflicted and needy.
 
Despite popular opinion, we do not have a democracy in this country.  Our form of government is a democratic republic.  A democracy is rule by the majority.  That form of government has a tendency to run over minorities.  Almost everyone is in a minority at some time.  A minority is simply a group other than the majority.  It is not an ethnic group.  On any given issue you may find that you are in the minority.  The idea of a democratic republic is that the many protect the rights of the few.  Our system of balancing the Executive, Legislative and Judicial branches of government is also a way of balancing the demands of the majority against the rights of the minority.  
 
It is the responsibility of each and every one of us to not only look after our own self interest but rather to look after those less fortunate or with a smaller voice.  This is Christian, it is biblical and it is right.  Jesus taught us to love one another and care for one another even as he himself loved us.  I think if each of us will look closely at this scripture and really give it some thought, we will see that righteous path that we as individuals and as a collective body are to embrace.  It is the path that our heavenly Father designed for us, that Jesus died to preserve and that our founding fathers were divinely given and fought to implement. 

489. Friday, October 31, 2008
 
Proverb 13: 3
 
The one who guards his mouth preserves his life; the one who opens wide his lips comes to ruin.
 
This verse does not seem to take alot of explaining nor does it seem open to varied interpretations.  We are ruined by the words of our mouth.  It is very difficult to keep proper speech in our mouths at all times so sometimes it is just best to keep our mouths shut entirely.  This verse does indicate to us just how important the words of our mouth are.  They can bring you to ruin in any area of your life.  Therefore, we must guard carefully what we will allow to come out of our mouths.  Remember, anything that comes out of your mouth, had to be in your mouth first.  So if something negative about someone else comes out of your mouth, it had to be in your mouth first.  That means you get to eat the fruit of it even as you say it.  The phrasing of this verse is very strong and might cause one to think that the author meant it so.  Let us all take care with what we say.
490. Monday, November 3, 2008
 
Jeremiah 22: 16
 
He pled the cause of the afflicted and needy; then it was well.  Is not that what it means to know me?" declares the Lord.
 
Jeremiah is teaching about righteousness here.  The Amplified version reads, He judged and defended the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well.  Was not all this what it means to know and recognize Me?  says the Lord.  Jeremiah wrote in the previous verse (verse 15) that Josiah did justice and righteousness and then all went well with him.  
 
Jeremiah is trying to give us a message here.  He is telling us (or the Lord is telling us through Jeremiah) that if we will care for others, especially those who are less able to care for themselves, then he will cause all things to go well for us.  If we take our eyes off of filling our own needs and put them on the care of others, then our heavenly father will take care of our needs and all will go well with us.
 
God goes further with this thought to say, "Isn't that what it really means to know me?"  If we truly want to walk with God and be like him, then part of that will be to put the concern of others in our hearts and our mouths.  What can we really do though?  First of all we can pray.  If all of us shifted our daily concern to the plight of some of the less fortunate or just someone who is going through a tough time, we could truly move mountains.  If we all would shift our priorities in prayer for just one week, we might truly affect the course of a nation.  It is equal parts of getting our eyes off of ourselves for a moment and putting the needs of others before the throne of God.
491. Tuesday, November 4, 2008
 
Jeremiah 33: 3
 
Call to Me, and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.
 
Do you know that God knows things we do not?  Many people think those things which God knows are secrets, that he will not reveal them to us.  They say that God is mysterious and no one can know the ways of God.  I guess they have just never read this verse.  God is not keeping all of his knowledge secret.  He wants to reveal it to us.  He is just waiting for us to show an interest.  As soon as we call, he is there with an answer.  He says, "Call me and I will answer you."  You can ask him about questions that are pertinent to your life or just things about which you would like to learn.  He is willing to teach you about the mighty things of his kingdom.  He is waiting for your call.
492. Wednesday, November 5, 2008
 
Ecclesiastes 8: 12
 
[I]t will be well for those who fear God, who fear Him openly.
 
Fear in this passage means to revere God.  Those who will honor and serve God will have things work out for them.  How do you serve God?  Not by doing good works although that is great.  It is by doing as he commands that you honor him.  If you will pray to him with an open heart, listen to him and do as he says, you will honor him.  You will find that when you do things God's way that things just work out well for you.  That is why he tells us to do the things that he does, so that all may be well for us. 
493. Thursday, November 6, 2008
 
John 16: 13
 
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth.
 
Jesus promised us that when he went away he would send another to help us, the Spirit of Truth.  The Holy Spirit's job is to lead us, teach us and guide us.  He is here to guide us into all truth.  What do you want to know about?  What questions do you have?  There are no mysteries left on Earth because the Holy Spirit has come to teach us.  We have only to learn all that he can teach.  This is such encouraging news.  Anything you need to know about he already knows because he gets his information from the Father.  Now he, the Holy Spirit of God, is here specifically to impart this wisdom to us.  Don't be shy.  He is here to teach us and wants to teach us.  Step up and ask your questions.  Ask him to lead you, guide you and teach you.

494. Friday, November 7, 2008
 
Romans 8: 26
 
And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we don't not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
 
The Holy Spirit is the third person in the God Head or Divine Trinity.  He is part of God like Jesus is part of God and we must learn his role and our relationship with him just like we have fellowship and connection with both the Father and the Son.  
 
One of the ways the Holy Spirit helps us is to pray for us; to intercede for us.  To intercede means "to plead or make a request in behalf of another" according to Webster's New World Dictionary.  The Holy Spirit, part of God himself, makes intercession for us because we do not always know how or what to pray.  God knows what prayer we need.  He knows what we need in every area of our life so he sends part of himself to pray the prayers we ought.
 
For our part, we must get to know the Holy Spirit just like we developed our relationships with the Father and the Son.  Then we must learn to surrender to him and allow him to lead us into all truth, knowledge, enlightenment and healing for he is here to reveal the Father to us and the Father's grace and mercy.

495. Monday, November 10, 2008
 
Genesis 12: 3
 
And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.
  
This scripture has led me into being much more compassionate.  When someone speaks against you, talks negatively about you or does something against you, they have sown a seed that will reap a crop.  God, himself, is going to hold them to the fruit of their deeds.  He is not going to let them get away with harming you or running you down.  That is why I sometimes feel sorry for people who do something against me.  I know they are hurting themselves much more than they can hurt me.  I have such a revelation of this scripture that I know beyond any doubt that they are going to get back much more hurt than what they tried to sow into my life.  One little seed bears a whole bush, after all, and that bush then bears much fruit.  God doesn't have to punish them because they have sown their own curse.  They have cursed themselves.
 
When someone does you wrong, think of this scripture and maybe you will feel compassion for that person instead of anger.  Then pray for them.  Don't pray at them or about them, pray for them.  Bless them with the words of your mouth.  According to Matthew 5: 11 they have already blessed you because you get blessed when they insult you, persecute you and say false evil things about you.  Later in Matthew 5, in verse 44 Jesus encourages us to pray for our enemies and those who persecute us. Maybe he was thinking of this scripture in Genesis and knows how badly they have just hurt themselves.  Pray for them and bless them.  Maybe they will be able to prevent cursing themselves in the future.  If you do not pray for them, who will?  They really need your help.
496. Tuesday, November 11, 2008
 
Romans 10: 11
 
For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed."
  
God will never leave nor forsake you.  He is concerned about you and watching over you every second of every day.  Sometimes the situations around us appear as though God has forgotten his promises but don't you believe it.  He is still beside you.  In the midst of those difficult times, confess this scripture.  You will get to the other side of your trouble and from that side you will see that God is still there and that he was supporting you all along.  Don't let temporary setbacks cause you to fall into disappointment.  The fight isn't over until you've won.  Keep sowing good seeds.  Keep confessing the Word of God and God will take you through to the other side.

497. Wednesday, November 12, 2008
 
Jeremiah 29: 11
 
"For I know the plans that I have for you," declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope."
  
God has a plan for you, a plan for your life.  And it is a good plan.  It is a plan for you to fare well for that is what welfare means in this context.  It is not a plan for you to be on the public dole.  It is not a plan for failure or calamity but rather he has a good plan for your future.  He wants to give you a future and he wants to give you hope.
 
No matter where your life is right now; no matter how dismal; no matter how distant God and any plan of his for you seems right now, he is there with a good plan for a beautiful future for you.  Do not lose faith in his power to take you from where you are to a land flowing with milk and honey.  That is the business God is in.  Miracles are what he does best.  He doesn't bother with the mundane because, frankly, we can do those things for ourselves.  God, though, is masterminding a wonderful future for you and he has already begun to put it into motion.  All you have to do is to believe him.  Keep expecting him to do wonders and miracles for you.  They are in his plan for you and they are on their way.

498. Thursday, November 13, 2008
 
Hebrews 10: 23
 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.
 
I know that sometimes it is hard to keep hope alive.  You get tired of hoping when you do not see the fulfillment of your dreams unfolding.  The next thing that happens is that we let our mouths slip.  We start saying things which are inconsistent with our hopes, plans or God's promises to us.
 
Don't let this happen though. Do not give yourself the luxury of doubt.  Keep the faith, keep up your hope and keep your words in line with your desire.  God is faithful.  If he promised it, then he will do it.  He is using your words and your faith to create your dreams though.  Do not short change him of the building blocks he needs to build your heart's desire.  Hold fast to your good confession believing that God is well able and willing to fulfill his promises to you.
 

499. Friday, November 14, 2008
 
Matthew 7: 16
 
"You will know them by their fruits.  Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they?"
 
This passage is from Jesus' Sermon on the Mount.  He was teaching how to know a false prophet from a true one.  His message is that you don't just listen to what people have to say, you check the fruit on their tree.  He goes on to say that a good tree cannot bear bad fruit and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.
 
Satan often comes as a wolf in sheep's clothing.  Those who are following wicked ways know that the only way to get next to you is for them to sound like a Christian.  If they sounded evil, you would not let them into your presence.  They will start out talking to you about your Christianity but as time goes on, they will not be able to keep up the facade.  The way you can know from the inception is by looking at the fruit in their lives.  Are they living a christ like life?  I don't mean going to church or doing good works.  I mean are they kind, generous, patient?  Do they promote peace or strife?  Are they forgiving?  Do they exhibit love or judgment and conviction?  
 
You cannot get grapes (i.e. good fruit) from a thorn bush.  Those people, no matter how good a game they talk, who demonstrate the fruit of the flesh are thorny people.  They need your prayer but you should be wise in your association with them.  Do not be deceived.  The Jesus in us should show on the outside of us.  We are all growing and learning and none of us have reached perfection but Jesus taught us how to discern.  We should therefore take heed of his words and learn how to tell the false from the true.
 
See Also Galatians 5: 22; Galatians 5: 19

500. Monday, November 17, 2008
 
Jeremiah 29: 13
 
And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.
 
Finding God is just one heart's desire away.  It is nice to have his own promise that when we seek him, we shall find him.  The truth of the matter is that he wants to be found by us.  It is so much like playing Hide and Go Seek with a small child.  They want to go hide and try to fool you but not nearly as much as they want to be found by you.  God is the same way except he is not hiding.  He wants us to find Him.  He is just waiting for us to look for him, to seek him and he promises that when you do seek Him, you will find Him.  When we seek him, he will reveal himself to us.  What is stopping you?  Seek him out today.

501. Tuesday, November 18, 2008
 
Isaiah 54: 17
 
No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn.
 
People are going to say things against you.  Don't worry about it.  Those who accuse you falsely shall be judged themselves.  Those who make false allegations against you are laying the bed of their own demise.  You will see them judged.  People who talk negatively and are quick to try to find the worst in people spread strife and dissension.  They are not in the will of God and their sin will be reckoned against them.  Don't get involved in it, don't retaliate.  Stand still and know that the Lord is your God.
 
The one caveat is that you have to answer to God.  Make that your priority.  If you have sin in your life, get it out and then repent.  To repent means you don't continue in the sin.  Once you and the Lord are square don't worry about the nay sayers.  They will always be there.  If you know you are right with God; if you can honestly go into his presence with confidence and joy, then do not worry abut those who would try to bring you down.  Roll the care of that over to the Lord.  His word never fails.

502. Wednesday, November 19, 2008
 
Psalm 107: 6
 
Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He delivered them out of their distresses.
 
This is part of a larger passage that tells about the trials and wanderings of the Israelites after they left Egypt.  If you read Psalm 106 and 107 you see the saga of the Israelites' struggles in the desert.  God would save them from peril by his miraculous works.  The people would rejoice and praise him; for awhile.  Then they would fall into some new egregious sin and anger God.  Then they would cry out to Him again and He would again save them.  The next thing you know, they would disobey Him again and get themselves in to heinous trouble.  God's patience was sorely tested but each time they called to Him, he would rush to save them.
 
The Israelites did not deserve God's grace.  Nor did they deserve His devotion.  He did not make promises to them because they had done anything for Him nor because they did anything worthy.  He was faithful to them just because He is a good and gracious God.  It is wonderful to know that He is loving.  You do not have to do anything to earn His love.  He has already given it to you.  All you have to do is to receive it.  No matter how many times you mess up, God is still waiting and willing to help you.  You could never deserve or earn all the love He has for you.  That is why it had to be a free gift.  There are no strings attached either.  Even if you receive grace today and blow it again tomorrow, if you humble yourself and call to Him, he will come to you.  Just like the Israelites, no matter how much trouble you get yourself into, He is well able to rescue you and He is more than willing.  Don't ever worthy about being worthy or feeling worthy.  None of us deserves or can deserve all of the grace, tenderness and mercy our Father has for us.  That is why He sent Jesus to us, so that we can be worthy in Him.
 
Blessed be the Lord who is gracious and loving.

503. Thursday, November 20, 2008

 
Psalm 107:20
He sent His word and healed them.
 
Jesus is the Word that He (God) sent.
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. (John 1: 1, 14).
 
God sent us the Word so that in it we might be healed; so that we might be whole in every part of our being.
Proverb 4:20-23
 20 My son, give attention to my words; incline your ear to my sayings.
21 Do not let them depart from your sight; keep them in the midst of your heart.
22 For they are life to those who find them, and health to all their whole body.
 
The Word of God, i.e. the revelation brought to us by the Bible, is the power of God.  Father God sent Jesus into the world to reconcile us to himself in all capacities so that we might have life and have it in abundance (John 10: 10).  That means that in the Word; in Jesus, is God's grace for your physical healing and wellness.  In it also is your wholeness for every aspect of your life.  He (God) means for you to be whole emotionally, physically, spiritually and financially.  He means for you to have meaningful and numerous friendships and it is his desire that your family relationships bless you.  It is His good intention that you be healed and whole in every single segment of your life.  There is no part of you or your life that should be broken or lacking.  Jesus is the Word.  God sent the Word and healed us all.  We are to give attention to the Word, follow the advice in Proverb 4 and be healed.

504. Friday, November 21, 2008
 
Psalm 119: 165
 
Those who love Thy law have great peace, and nothing causes them to stumble.
  
I thought everyone might be ready for a good word of encouragement.  No matter what challenges might be on your horizon, there is no cause for worry or fear.  Nothing, absolutely nothing, shall cause you to stumble.  Just keep focusing your attention on the Word of God instead of on the problems you face and not only will you not fall, nor even stumble, but you shall have great peace besides.
 

505. Monday, November 24, 2008
 
Proverb 11: 24
 
There is one who scatters, yet increases all the more, and there is one who withholds what is justly due, but it results only in want.
 
What does it mean to scatter?  This is a "seed" verse.  God always taught sowing and harvesting.  It is not just a New Testament principle.  You scatter seed.  That is a term for sowing your seed.  We also talk about broadcasting seed which means we cast our seed out broadly, not narrowly.
 
God is teaching an important economic lesson here.  He is telling us that the person who scatters his seed, or gives, is the one who will receives the most back.  The person who is generous, who gives to others, who gives to charities, you makes other people's needs a concern of their own, will reap all the more.  They give out of a kindness in their hearts and a genuine concern for others.  God is teaching us that those people will not be in want because more than their seed will come back to them.
 
Then there is the person who does not give freely.  Sometimes he even withholds what is due others.  That person will not be able to make enough money because he is violating spiritual law.  He will always be in want and need.  God set up the universe to work in a certain way.  If you work within the system, the system will work for you.  If you do not then it will always feel like pedaling uphill.
 
God's financial law is the law of sowing and reaping.  It is just like gravity.  Gravity is a physical law and whether we like it or not, that physical law is in operation.  It works all of the time.  We live our lives in accordance to the law of gravity because, whether we understand it or not, we understand its application.  God's spiritual laws work the same way.  They are in operation all of the time.  They are impacting us all of the time.  The difference in application of the law of gravity and the law of sowing and reaping as applied in each of our lives, is that we know more about gravity.  We learn at a young age the effect of gravity on us.  Few people are taught the law of sowing and reaping though.  Also, it is opposite of people's way of thinking.  But people didn't make the universe, God did.  So the sooner we learn to think like he thinks, the better off we will be.
 
In these challenging economic times, it is good to get strong financial advice from God.  We should not limit our giving but rather scatter our seed broadly.  To the giver go the spoils.  I celebrate all of you who are givers and encourage you to keep to your ways.  Don't let what you hear on the news channels frighten you off from being like God.  Don't cut off his giving by cutting off yours.

506. Tuesday, November 25, 2008

 

Proverb 11: 25
 

The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will be watered.

 

God himself will water the one who cares for his kids.  As you bless others, you don't have to worry about yourself and your needs because you become God's priority.  He will care for you as you care for others.  Your welfare is God's concern so you are able to take your thoughts off of your own needs and be a blessing to other people.  Isn't that wonderful?  And because of your generosity you will also be prosperous.  You can do more for yourself and others by being generous and blessing others than by using the same resources to take care of your needs.  When you are putting those resources to work for other people, then you are meeting their needs and your needs are being met by God's resources.  So, one dollar goes further.  

 

If we could teach this message to and from Washington, D. C., we would shortly be out of this recession.  If we could have this message received and people put their trust in God we would turn this economy around in a hurry.  At least let your personal economy be God's concern and teach one other person to be like yourself.

507. Wednesday, November 26, 2008

 

 Ephesians 6: 7-8
 

With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord.

Let the love and good will of the Lord flow out of you.  Allow yourself to become an instrument for kind deeds and generous gifts knowing that the good that you bestow unto others, you also bestow unto God.  And when you purpose to bless someone, do it with God on your mind.  Let your gift be to Him and because of Him.  Receive your joy from simply endeavoring to please the Lord.   Seek to put a smile on his face and you will be the greatest recipient of your gift.  And while you are giving, do not forget to receive, for God is a gracious and a good God and He loves to bestow wonderful gifts upon his children.  Allow yourself to receive his goodness and his blessings.  It is his desire and pleasure to bless you that you might have more than sufficiency for yourself and for every good work. 

508. Thursday, November 27, 2008

Psalm 100: 4
Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise.  Give thanks to Him; bless His name.

If you look up “Thanksgiving” in the Bible, you will find that many of the scriptures include singing songs to the Lord.  You will find many of the Thanksgiving verses in the Psalms which are, after all, songs to God.  When we enter into his presence in grateful songs, worshiping and praising the Lord, it blesses him.  Thanksgiving is more than just being grateful.  That is a big part of it, of course.  But Thanksgiving is the expression of that gratitude.  It is telling God that you are grateful and giving him the thanks and the praise for all the wonderful things that He does in your life and that He is in your life.  Bless Him with your words; sing him a song.  Let your relationship with Him be marked by your giving of Thanks.

Friday, November 28, 2008

Holiday – No verse

509. Monday, December 1, 2008

 

Matthew 6: 31-33
 

Do not be anxious then, saying, "What shall we eat?" or "What shall we drink?" or "With what shall we clothe ourselves?' For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.

 

This passage is in my Bible under a section titled, The Cure for Anxiety.  Jesus is teaching how to be free of anxiety and worry.  In these times of economic uncertainty many people are feeling very anxious.  It is for just such a time as this that Jesus taught this valuable lesson.  He told us that the answer is to trust God and to seek Him and his Kingdom.

 

Our economy, mine and yours, is not tied to the economy of the United States or the World.  We are under God's economy.  This can be a very difficult concept to fully grasp even if it is fairly obvious and intuitive to you.  It is hard for us, sometimes, to divorce our thinking from the world system.  But, no matter what the circumstances look like, the truth is that God knows your needs and it is His job to meet them.  Jesus tells us to put our minds on God rather than on the things we think we need.  Put your thoughts on God and seeking him and allow God to meet your needs.  No matter what the circumstances around you look like, no matter how dismal it looks at times, the truth is that you are in God's hands.  This might be a deeper level of trust for you.  Don't worry about the stock market.  Trust God and believe with all your heart that He has the willingness and the resources to meet all of your needs and more besides.

510. Tuesday, December 2, 2008

 Philippians 4: 19
 And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

 

In Matthew, Chapter 6 Jesus told us that we are much more important and valuable to God than the birds of the air and yet God meets all of the needs of the birds.  If He meets all of the bird’s needs and we are more valuable than the birds, doesn’t it follow that he will meet all of our needs?

We should expect God to meet our needs and trust Him even in the face of contradictory evidence.  If you keep believing and expecting, you will see your salvation.

511. Wednesday, December 03, 2008

Proverb 12: 25
Anxiety in the heart of a man weighs it down, but a good word makes it glad.

The “good word” is the word of the Lord.  Life brings anxiety.  The world gives each of us plenty to be concerned over.  But the Word of God is an elixir for all of those things that bother us.  Taken every day, it can alleviate the stress and anxiety that so many people struggle under.  Further, the longer you immerse yourself in the Word, the less likely you are to put yourself in stressful situations.  The more time you spend with our Heavenly Father and with his word, the greater the balance becomes in your life and the less you chase after those things that are stress laden.  Your life takes on ease and peace.  Then when those unavoidable situations do occur you are so much better equipped to handle them and maintain your peace.  Doesn’t that sound wonderful?  It all begins with the good Word.
512. Thursday, December 04, 2008

Isaiah 54: 15

If anyone fiercely assails you it will not be from Me.  Whoever assails you will fall because of you.

Many people think that when something bad or challenging happens to them, it is from God.  They say He is bringing calamity into their lives in order to make them grow.  Most of the time, it is Christians saying such things.  Those statements are not consistent with God’s word though.  He himself tells us in this passage that those assaults are not brought on by Him.  Not only that, the person who is used to bring distress into our lives will not escape God’s wrath.  You are God’s precious child.  He is looking over you jealously and He will not look the other way when someone attempts to hurt you.  Keep all of your trust in Him for he cares for you.

513. Friday, December 05, 2008

Genesis 11: 31 - Genesis 12: 1, 4
Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan.  But when they came to Haran, they settled there.  Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Haran.  

1The Lord said to Abram, “leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.  4[A]nd they set out for the land of Canaan and they arrived there.

Have you ever wondered what made Abraham so special?  Why did God choose to bless all the nations through him?  We often attribute it to his faith.  After all, he is called the father of faith.  I would suggest the answer is even more basic though.  

At this point in Abram’s (Abraham) life he has not demonstrated any faith that has been recorded in the scriptures.  In fact, within paragraphs of the passage above, we find Abram not filled with faith at all but rather acting out of fear.  When he went into Egypt he was afraid that the Egyptians would kill him over Sarai because of her beauty.  So out of fear he lied to Pharoh and entreated Sarai to lie as well and tell Pharoh that she was Abram’s sister. Which she did.  Instead of killing Abram, the Egyptians courted him and Pharoh took Sarai as his wife.  Abram does not seem a man of faith or virtue at this point.

So how did Abram become the father of us all?  The answer seems to be in verse 4 of chapter 12.  These words appear, “So Abram left, as the Lord had told him.”  It seems obedience was Abram’s great gift and through that he grew to have incredible faith.  He obeyed long enough to learn faith and trust.  

We cannot know as a certainty from these passages but it appears that God may have told Abram’s father Terah to take his family and go to Canaan.  Terah got tired though.  He ran out of obedience perhaps.  He started out for Canaan but then found a desirable land along the way so he stopped and made his abode there.  So then, when he died, God spoke to Abram and told him to pack his family and belongings and leave the home his father had chosen and go to the land God had chosen.

What would have happened if Terah had continued on to the land of Canaan?  Might we all be talking about Father Terah instead of Father Abraham?  Maybe God would have made a great nation of Terah.  

Is there anything the Lord has told you to do that you have not done yet?  He wants to pour out the richness of his blessings but he must find obedience to work with.  Will you let him put you in the position to be blessed super abundantly?  Think back.  Search your heart and mind.  Pray and ask your Father.  Is there anything that you have missed?  Everyday is a do over in God’s kingdom.  If you missed it yesterday, no problem.  You have today to fix it. 

514. Monday, December 8, 2008

 

Isaiah 55: 9
 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Sometimes there seems to be no solution to a problem.  Sometimes you are trying to trust God with all your might but you just cannot see any possible answer for your circumstance.  Well, do not be dismayed.  It is completely feasible that you do not see a proper solution.  That is why trust in the Lord is so vital.  He has ideas and remedies about which we could not even imagine.  

I am reminded of the story about Jesus and Peter having to pay the temple tax.  I am sure that Peter did not have any ideas of how they were going to raise the money for the tax.  Nor would he ever have dreamed up the solution that Jesus came up with.  Jesus told Peter to go fishing.  Well, I can imagine that Peter was a bit put off when he first heard these words.  He probably wanted to explain to Jesus the seriousness of the situation and make clear that while he would love to go fishing instead of worrying about this problem, fishing just would not fix his tax dilemma.  But Jesus told him to look in the mouth of the first fish he caught and in it he would find a coin which would pay the tax for both of them.  Interestingly enough, Jesus did not tell him to go catch one fish and then come back and pay the tax.  He just told him to go fishing and that the first fish would solve the money problem.  Since Jesus told Peter that the coin would be in the first fish, he must have been thinking that Peter would continue to fish and catch more fish.

Don’t worry about the problem; just go fishing or biking or whatever it is that you like to do and let God handle the problem.  Sit there on the bank of the river praising the Lord and enjoying your private time with him.  He will solve your problem while you are not even looking and you will be amazed at how he handled it.
515. Tuesday, December 9, 2008

Psalm 119: 105
Thy word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.

God’s word is illuminating.  We all know that.  But that illumination has a purpose too.  It is for leading us into the right paths.  The light shines on the way.  As we follow the light, our path becomes quite clear.  It does not pay to run off into the dark though.  Any number of traps lies out there.  As we spend more and more time in the word, we see more clearly and are able to avoid the pitfalls others find themselves trapped in.  God’s word leads you and shows you the way to go.  It will show you the path you are supposed to choose.  Just keep following the light.
516. Wednesday, December 10, 2008

Psalm 5: 4
For Thou art not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; no evil dwells with Thee.

God is a Holy God.  He is a good God and everything that comes from Him is good.  He takes no part in wickedness nor is there any shadow anywhere in Him.  Nothing wicked can be with Him either.  Evil can not bear to be in His presence and nothing of that sort is allowed to abide with Him.  He is good through and through.  It is a beneficial thing for us to know the innate goodness of our God.  In His goodness is promise of good in our lives.  When He comes into our lives He brings His very nature which is goodness.  Our God is a good God and He wants good for you.   
517. Thursday, December 11, 2008

Proverb 1: 23
Turn to my reproof, behold I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you.

God does not wish to keep secrets.  It is not His desire to have us ignorant of His ways.  He is more than willing to teach us His ways.  He sent His Holy Spirit to do just that.  By wisdom God founded the earth and all it contains.  By wisdom He intends to lead and guide us.  God’s functioning in the earth today is by His Holy Spirit but through us.  Therefore He wants to reveal His mysteries to us so that we can be effective emissaries to the world.  We must turn to Him and be humble before Him.  Submit to his correction and discipline so that He can pour out His wisdom upon you.  And ask Him.  Ask Him all the questions you have about your life and His great mysteries and expect Him to answer.  He does answer.
518. Friday, December 12, 2008

Proverb 28: 25
An arrogant man stirs up strife, but he who trusts in the Lord will prosper.

At first glance one may certainly wonder what the two phrases of this sentence have to do with one another.  They seem to be expressing two separate and distinct thoughts.  Upon further review, though, they do express one consistent thought.  Arrogant is the person who believes that his prosperity is his own doing.  Although we often hear of the “self made man,” there really is no such thing.  People become impressed with their own success, though, and never realize that it was God who prospered them.  They become self-centered, self-impressed and arrogant.  The arrogance of these people then produces every kind of disagreeable act, including stirring up strife.  But he who trusts in the Lord instead of the might of his own hand will prosper and goodness will follow her wherever she goes.
519. Monday, December 15, 2008

2 Corinthians 3:18


But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

When the Holy Spirit comes to live in us, he brings with him all that he is including his characteristics.  Then slowly we begin to transform into the image of the Lord through that indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  The rate at which we change corresponds to the degree to which we are able to yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit.

None of us is able to change ourselves.  Many people want to change but find themselves experiencing that which Paul did when he said that he finds himself not doing the things he wants to do and doing those things that he did not want to do (Romans 7: 19).  He said that although he willed himself to change, he found that wanting to change was not enough.  None of us are able to change only by an act of our will.  We must be willing of course but then we must subsequently be submitted and humble to the Holy Spirit of God.  Then we will be remade into the image of our dear Lord through the Holy Spirit’s efforts, not ours.

Further reading: Romans 7: 14-25

520. Tuesday, December 16, 2008

Proverb 9: 10
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

If you want wisdom and understanding they are found through relationship with the Lord.  You cannot spend meaningful time with the Lord without gaining these eventually.  As your relationship with Him develops and you become accustomed to the sound of His voice, you will be able to receive wisdom and understanding from Him regularly.  He will give you insight and understanding into situations that you would otherwise have no way to understand.  He will inform you with wisdom in every area of your life.  From Him all goodness, power and wisdom flow.  The more we come to know Him, the more we will receive of all He has to offer.

521. Wednesday, December 17, 2008

Deuteronomy 8: 7
For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing forth in valleys and hills.

I like to say, “The facts don’t count.”  Do not look at the situation around you, the circumstances nor any of the physical facts of this world.  They do not matter.  All that matters is the truth and the truth is that God has a good future planned for you.  Not only that, but He also is preparing that future for you right now.  It is even in route to you.  Disregard the appearances of things around you.  They are not truth.  Jesus said that He is the truth.  And He also told us that we shall know the truth and the truth shall set us free.  The truth is that Jesus is hovering over you right now with His blessing in His hand.  The devil is a liar but He is the prince of this world.  he is making your situation look desperate.  But don’t you believe him.  He is lying to you.  Believe the truth and get free.  God has His blessing just for you.  He is bringing you into a place where you can dwell in the blessing with ease.

Further Reading: Jeremiah 29: 11
522. Thursday, December 18, 2008

1 John 5: 20
And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding, in order that we might know Him who is true, and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.  This is the true God and eternal life.

God is the true God and His Son, Jesus, is truth.  In them is all of the truth, knowledge, and understanding of this and all ages.  Jesus is come that we might have truth and that we might have understanding.  It is true that God’s ways are above our ways and His thoughts are above our thoughts but that is why we have the Son and the Holy Spirit; that they might teach us and lead us into all truth.  There is but one God.  He has all knowledge, truth and understanding in His hand.  And it is a free gift to you and me simply because He loves us.  He is love and truth and in those two are all creation.  He is revealing himself to us through His Son and His Spirit so that we might get to know him better and thereby enter into deeper communion with Him; so that we might be one with Him.
523. Friday, December 19, 2008

Psalm 73: 1
Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart!

Anytime you see a promise to Israel you can shout for joy because we are heirs to the promise through Jesus.  We have become his chosen and He is good to His chosen.  God is full of blessing and goodness.  That is what He has to pour out on you.  He gives to you of himself, literally.  He does not have sickness in His body.  He does not have bad in Him anywhere.  He can only give what He has and He is full to overflowing with goodness.  It is not really that hard to be pure in heart either.  Just open your heart fully to him.  When you do, He comes in and floods it with goodness and holiness because He is good and holy.  All He needs is for you to throw open the doors so that He can come in and bring all of His good gifts with Him.
524. Monday, December 22, 2008

Psalm 84: 11
For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord gives grace and glory; no good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.

Do you need a little sunshine in your day?  The Lord God is light to all those who find Him.  He is the morning sun.  He sheds his light and warmth on us.  This isn’t just metaphorical language.  He really is a warm place where we can lounge and soak up the rays.  If you are not experiencing all of the goodness of God just tell Him so.  Tell Him that you hear there is more to Him and His gifts than you are experiencing and that you want it all.  He loves to hear that kind of talk coming out of your mouth.  He will fill you up to overflowing.  You will have joy in times when you don’t have any business being happy.  People won’t understand you though, I’ll warn you now.  They will want to know why you are not as worried about the recession as they are.  Just tell them it is because the “sun” is shining on your face.
525. Tuesday, December 23, 2008

Micah 6: 8
He showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

Most of us want to please God but sometimes is seems there are so many rules and works that we have to pursue in order for God to be pleased with us.  I guess the people in the old times had the same problem.  What good news it must have been to them to have God tell them so succinctly how to please Him.  When you love Him you want to do a lot more for Him but in this verse we find the essence of a right relationship with our God.  Justice, mercy and humility; these are the three attributes God wants us to manifest in all our dealings both with Him and with others.  
526. Wednesday, December 24, 2008

Luke 2: 18 - 19
And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds.  19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.
The angels and the heavenly host appeared to the shepherds who then followed the star to Bethlehem to behold the Christ.  When they arrived there they must have beheld many other people who flocked to the Christ.  The shepherds began to tell all that they had seen and heard.  Some of the people who heard them probably did not absorb al they told.  It seems they must not have taken these words and planted them in their hearts and meditated on them.  They were probably like many of us.  They hear the word and have joy for a few minutes but then they forget the good word they have heard and they have to hear another good word.  They lose the good word that has been given to them because they do not treasure them in their hearts the way Mary did.  She knew the word given to the shepherds by the angels was precious so she tucked it away in a safe place.  There she would have it always and she could ponder those inspired words at any time.  They were treasure to her and she treated them as such.  The inspired Word of God is treasure to all who find it.
Thursday, December 25, 2008

Christmas Day!!

527. Monday, December 29, 2008

Zechariah 10: 1
Ask rain from the Lord at the time of the spring rain – the Lord who makes the storm clouds; and He will give them showers of rain, vegetation in the field to each man.

In the days, not so long ago even, when most of the people depended on crops for their livelihood, the presence or absence of rain determined the well being of the people.  These days most of us are not so directly tied to the land but the lesson is the same.  Ask the Lord for that which you need.  He is the provider.  He gives rain in season and every other good and needed thing.  He is Jehovah Jireh which means “God will provide.”  He will supply your need; He will rain on you graciously.

528. Tuesday, December 30, 2008

Isaiah 51: 12 - 13
I, even I, am He who comforts you.  Who are you that you are afraid of man who dies, and of the son of man who is made like grass; that you have forgotten the Lord your Maker, who stretched out the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; that you fear continually all day long because of the fury of the oppressor, as he makes ready to destroy?  But where is the fury of the oppressor?

God is making a very loud and strong point here.  He is asking, “Who are you to be afraid of man continually when your own father is the one who created the earth and laid out the heavens?”  It is a good question, is it not?  If we could really get a grasp on who we are in Christ we should never again have a cause to fear.  If we could really see ourselves as God sees us, we would be humble but fearless.  Attack one little area in yourself where you have noticed fear residing.  Apply these ideas to that area and see if you cannot find a stronger, more secure perspective.  God is your comforter and your strong ally.  

529. Monday, January 5, 2009


(reused July 7, 2014)
Isaiah 40: 27
Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord, and the justice due me escapes the notice of my God?”

Sometimes, I know, it seems that God is far away.  You are doing your best with all you do; trying with your effort to please the Lord, but it seems the ungodly are getting the best of you.  You wonder why God does not see all the good you do and how much you are giving in order to be like him and why he does not rush in to vindicate you.  Do not fear.  Do not lose your patience.  God is watching and he is seeing.  All that you do in secret is plain to him.  Nothing you do goes without his notice.  He will come to you in a time when you least expect it.  There is a law that cannot be denied.  That is that what you sow, you will get.  While it may seem that your efforts are going unnoticed, believe there will be a reckoning.  God is paying attention to you and he is working out situations for you right now.  When it seems that you are the most alone, just look up.  God is much closer than you think and your deliverance is just around the corner.  No matter how bleak the prognosis nor how dire the circumstance God will deliver you into his own hand.  He has your solution in his hand right now and is rearranging whatever he must in order to get it to you.  Don’t lose faith.  What you have done in secret, the Lord has seen and you will be rewarded according to your faithfulness.
530. Tuesday, January 6, 2009

(reused July 8, 2014)

Job 42: 2
I know that Thou canst do all things, and that no purpose of Thine can be thwarted.

Do we really know that He, God, can do all things?  Have we really grasped in our depths that no purpose of His can be thwarted?  I very much doubt that we have really grasped the truth of those two statements.  If we had, no purpose of His to which He has called us would be impossible to us.  We would have no fear in the things that He has asked.  I am not sure that this is just a matter of faith.  This passage is found in the last of Job.  These statements represent some of Job’s last utterances in the long discussion which is the book of Job.  I think these passages reflect a heart, which rather than demonstrating faith, show surrender.  Job finally surrenders to God’s omnipotence.  He finally accepts that he, Job, cannot make everything make sense but if He will surrender to God, He can make it right.  Job’s next words are of repentance.  Then God restores Job.  Job had to come to a place of surrender and repentance in order to receive all that God had for him and all that God wanted to do for him.  Job had to get himself out of God’s way.  He had to surrender his thoughts and his ways and acknowledge that God, Jehovah, is the way and that God, not Job, can do all things.  Job, through surrender, let go of his arguments and his wisdom and acknowledged that God knows all things.  These statements, so seemingly full of faith are actually full of surrender and repentance.  It is the letting go of ourselves, then, that allows us to flow in deep faith. 

531. Wednesday, January 7, 2009

(reused July 9, 2014)

Psalm 1: 1-3
How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.

3 And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers.
We all want to be blessed of God and that is what God wants also.  That is why he gave us this passage, so that we would know how to be blessed.  The first verse tells us three things to avoid if we want to be blessed.  The second verse tells us one affirmative thing to do and the third verse illustrates the effect of the blessing on us which results from obedience to the first two verses.

In a nutshell, this passage tells us to turn away from the ways of the world and turn towards God.  In plain language it means we should spend more time pursuing God than pursuing the world.  Turn off the TV every now and again and spend that hour reading your bible.  Don’t take your advice (counsel) from the world, look to the word and mature Christians.  Don’t do the things the people of the world do.  That is what is meant by do not “stand in the path of sinners.”  God is telling us not to be on their path.  Choose a different path.  That does not just mean don’t sin.  That is a given.  But this passage is not talking about salvation it is teaching living in the blessing.  So God is telling you not to do the things the world does because it is not leading to blessing.  The blessing is in God and in his word.  Spend some time reading the word or reading a book by a Christian.  Listen to a TV preacher right in the middle of the week.  Delight yourself in His word and you will be that tree that is planted near the stream.  It is taller and stronger than other trees.  It bears more fruit and its fruit is sweeter.  Moreover, this tree does not lose its health and vitality.  All it takes is to start spending more time actively pursuing Jesus and less time in the world.  

532. Thursday, January 8, 2009

(reused July 10, 2014)

Psalm 1: 4-6
The wicked are not so, but they are like chaff which the wind drives away.

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.
This is the second half of the first Psalm which we read yesterday and it contrasts the consequences for the wicked with the results of the righteous.  Rather than being a living, strong, regal tree firmly planted in good soil, the wicked will have no root.  Any little wind will blow them this way and that and they will have no staying power.  Any success they find will blow away because it is not rooted and grounded.  There will be no substance and they will not be able to stand on the last day.  

The unrighteous spend their time foolishly and they greatly suffer as a consequence.  Let us spend our time in pursuit of the lovely one and let our life find deeper meaning and purpose.  Let us shine before men because the “son” shines on us.  Pursue the Lord with all your might, forsaking not your relationship with the Father and His Holy Spirit.  All heaven and earth shall be your prize.  Do not forsake the God of your youth.  Call upon Him now while he is near.  He will answer.  Draw closer to Him than ever before.  Riches and glory are in Him and most importantly so are peace and love.  Find that for which your heart seeks.  It is all in Him.

533. Friday, January 9, 2009

(reused July 11, 2014)

Psalm 2: 4
I was crying to the Lord with my voice, and He answered me from His holy mountain.

King David kept God busy.  He was at God’s throne day and night.  He was constantly before the Lord.  And he needed to be.  David was always in one need or another but through his need and reliance on God, they developed one terrific relationship.  David knew that he could go right to God’s holy mountain and get help in a time of need.  He knew that God heard his voice when he talked to Him from his bed.  Every morning and every night, David went before God.  He showed up demanding God’s attention.  That one man could have kept God busy all by himself.  You and I might feel a little pestered by someone like David but do you know what happened between God and David.  They became friends.  Yeah, friends.  Not just God and disciple but close friends and God loved him.  Dare you pester God like David did?  All you have to gain from it is everything, including God’s friendship.  Determine that you are going to pursue God just as relentlessly as David did and soon, in less than a month I would say, you will find yourself starting to express the same confidence in God that David did.  God will answer you every time even if it is just for the two of you to chat.  You will develop such a confidence in God that everything in your life will change. 
534. Monday, January 12, 2009

(Used 8/25/14)
Proverb 10: 22
It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich, and He adds no sorrow to it.

Upon what are you dependent for you prosperity?  I hope it is not this economy because the present economy is sure to let you down.  We are blessed in the Lord with every blessing under the sun.  Part of that blessing is the wealth of God.  Having a hard time believing that?  Look at Kind David or his son Solomon.  Solomon was the richest man ever to live.  He was so wealthy that he didn’t even bother to count silver.  It just wasn’t worth his time or effort.

Modern day Christians have a hard time receiving all that God has to give because we have bought into the lie that it is wrong for Christians to be wealthy.  That doesn’t even make sense and it certainly isn’t biblical.  You are the kid of the Almighty, you should be abundantly blessed.  Deuteronomy 28: 6 says that we are blessed coming in and going out. 

Do not worry about this present economy.  It only means that the world system is failing.  Your prosperity and the provision for your needs are not in the hands of the world but rather in the hands of the Almighty.  Lift up your eyes and your voice to him.  Tell him that you are putting all of your trust in him for your financial well being and you will be able to look back on these times and say that in the worst economic climate since the great depression you prospered.

535. Tuesday, January 13, 2009

(used 8/27/14)
Deuteronomy 28: 2
And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you will obey the Lord your God.

When you read the 28th chapter of Deuteronomy you see that there is a lot of blessing promised in that chapter.  I quite like the idea of the blessing chasing us down in the street and overtaking us.  And as much as we might relish that thought and even believe God, we still might question how it is going to happen.  The answer, fortunately, is in the last phrase of the sentence.  The blessing is in our obedience.  That may sound more spiritual than it needs to.  It is more basic than many of us appreciate.  God will bless you even in tough economic times by giving you ideas and plans for gaining wealth.  Maybe he is telling you to save 10% of your income.  Maybe he is telling you to give money to a charity.  We have to become sensitive to the urges God is using to prompt us and then we must obey.  Maybe we have thought to give money to a minister but haven’t done it.  Maybe we had a generous thought towards someone else and didn’t follow through.  God isn’t trying to get something from you; he is trying to get something to you.  He will prosper you in these times but you must obey.  In the midst of a bad economy, God wants to prosper you abundantly.  Listen to what he is telling you.  Pray about it and by all means follow through.
536. Wednesday, January 14, 2009

Proverb 3: 9-10
Honor the Lord from your wealth, and from the first of all your produce; so your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine.

It is the blessing of the Lord that makes us rich, that prospers us and meets our needs, not the work of our hand nor our wisdom.  God blesses the work of our hands and is he more than willing to give us his wisdom.  We then follow his wisdom and the thoughts and plans that he gives us and we prosper.  What is our part then?  We are to honor him with the fruit of the success he has given us.  We are so blessed of God to live in this country and to have the opportunities that we have.  We are to take our opportunities and bless God with them.  Bless his kids.  The first 10% of our increase or our income is to be set aside for God.  That is the tithe.  Out of the 100% he has given us, we are supposed to give him 10%.  That seems like a pretty reasonable ratio.  But don’t let your giving stop there.  Re-read the passage for today and you will see that the gifts that you sow are what God is using to get more to you.  He uses your seeds to bring you a whole other crop so that your barns will overflow.  Don’t be stingy with God.  Bless him so that he can continue to bless you, so that he can increase your overflow.  Honor him with your wealth so that he can create in you super abundant overflow.
537. Thursday, January 15, 2009

Joel 2: 12-13
“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “Return to Me with all your heart, and with fasting, weeping, and mourning; and rend your heart and not your garments.”  Now return to the Lord your god, for He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness.

No matter where you have been in your life nor what you have done, God has issued an invitation for you to return to him.  His great compassion is revealed in His words.  He is willing to accept any of the lost sheep back into the fold.  

In the old times the people would tear their garments is an expression of their grief or repentance.  It was an outward expression of the turmoil of their spirit.  God tells us here not to rend our garments but rather to tear open our hearts.  He is looking for open hearts to dwell in.  He is looking for people who are sincere in their deepest parts in their searching and longing for him.  

He is an open God and is extending open arms.  The more we allow ourselves to be open to Him, the more he can fill us.  He is looking for people who will seek Him with all their hearts, not lukewarm petitioners.  The God of the universe wants you; wants more of you desperately and He will meet you with at least equal enthusiasm as you take to him.

538. Friday, January 16, 2009

Isaiah 30: 21

And your ears will hear a word behind you, “This is the way, walk in it.”

God is leading us with his voice.  In the Old Testament it did not seem to surprise people to hear the voice of God.  These days we seem to not expect to hear God speak to us.  That is not the expectation we should have though.  We cannot hear Him until we learn to accept that He does still talk to His people.  He promised he would lead us by his voice and he is not a man that he should lie.  This is one of the key ways he leads us and we all need to be lead by Him.  Expect God to speak to you and you will hear his voice calling to you.
539. Monday, January 19, 2009

(reused 10/7/14)
1 Peter 5: 8
Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

You have an adversary and he is named here.  Do not be uninformed.  There is an enemy out there and he comes only to steal, kill and destroy (John 10: 10).  He will devour as many as will let him.  Someone told me once that she did not believe there was any such thing as “evil” in the world.  Well, she is susceptible to all of the snares of the wily one because she does not even acknowledge that there is an adversary.  He can run around her life unchallenged.  He can sneak around and plot all he wants because there is no lookout. I would rather trust the Apostle Peter’s knowledge and have my defenses built against foes.  Be on your guard, be alert.  Know that there is an enemy; prepare yourself by spending time in the word and with your heavenly father so that your defenses will be too much for the enemy.  He will pass you by for easier targets because you are built up in your most holy faith (Jude 1: 20).

540. Tuesday, January 20, 2009

(reused 10/8/14)
1 Peter 5: 9
8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

9 But resist him firm in your faith . . . .
Yesterday we read verse 8 wherein the Apostle Peter gave advice for us all to remain on alert for the machinations of the devil.  In today’s verse, he tells us how to do that.  We must remain firm in our faith.  Our faith in the prowess of our father is our protection and defense against the evil one.  There is no power on earth or in the heavens that can overcome the power of our Lord and Father.  When we have absolute faith in God’s supremacy and his faithfulness, then nothing is able to touch us.  Our faith in him is our guard.  God is a bubble of safety around us.  The devil is roaming around seeing whom he can devour.  Not many animals will attack an elephant.  They have to be pretty desperate to take a chance on trying to overwhelm an elephant.  There is easier prey for them to hunt. In the same way, we want to be clothed in the armor of our father so that the enemy realizes it is not worth the bother.
541. Wednesday, January 21, 2009

Ephesians 6: 11

Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

In the book of Ephesians, Paul gets a chance to teach us how to withstand the plots of the devil.  The first thing that I noticed is that Paul did not use the word attack or assault relative to the devil’s activity.  The first thing the devil does is to plot and scheme.  He roams around trying to find someone he can devour.  Then he starts scheming.  We want to make ourselves unattractive as targets.  Then using the teachings of Paul and Peter we proceed to thwart the devil’s schemes.

Paul goes on in this chapter to detail the armor God has provided us.  There is first truth and righteousness.  Then there is the preparation which is in the Word of God.  Then we take up the shield which is faith and the culmination of our armor is salvation.  Having put on the full armor of God we are able to withstand the “flaming missiles of the evil one” (Eph. 6: 16).  This armor is our defense.  This is the protective covering God has given us so that we will not be victims of the devil’s schemes.  God has provided the means for our protection, defense and security.

God has also given us a weapon.  It is the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.  The Word is your weapon.  It is the tool which you use to strike back at the devil.  He hates to hear the Word quoted to him.  It defeats all the lies of the devil.  

Lastly, Paul instructs us to “pray at all times” and “be on the alert” (Eph. 6: 18).  That sounds very similar to the teaching of Peter.  Keep on the alert knowing that there is an enemy out there who would like to take you out if he can.  Pray keeping yourself built up in your most holy faith.  The shield of faith will “extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one” (Eph. 6: 16).
542. Thursday, January 22, 2009

(used Oct. 2014)
Ephesians 4: 32

And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

Do you really want to put a cramp in the devil’s style?  Take a hint from this message from the Apostle Paul.  Be kind to each other.  Do not speak to one another with harshness.  Be forgiving and patient.  You can really see the work of the devil these days in the lack of patience and kindness people show one another.  Just get out on the roads for any amount of time and you will see the personality of the devil demonstrated rather than the attributes of the Father.  We yell at old drivers rather than humbling ourselves and respecting our elders.  We almost run over people rather than wait two seconds for our turn.  You would think the whole of the world depended on our arriving at our destination in the next minute.  One more minute might spell the doom of the world. 

Let us, instead, endeavor to show a little human kindness; a little of our father in us.  Let us try to be a little less self-oriented and self-important and see others and their journeys as significant and as important as ours.  Let us speak kindly and go out of our way, if need be, to help someone else.  If we start with the way we speak to others, the rest will naturally follow.

543. Friday, January 23, 2009

Ephesians 4: 29
Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear.

This is further illustration in keeping with the “word” from yesterday.  God is serious about our words and how we use them.  We can use them to build up others or tear them down.  The word edification means instruction or enlightenment, especially when it is morally or spiritually uplifting (Encarta Dictionary).  So, therefore, we are supposed to use language with each other that is uplifting.  If people feel better and/or encouraged after speaking with you, then you are fulfilling the direction and purpose of God.  But if people feel frustrated, hurt or bad when they leave your presence, then you are not using your words in a way that God will approve.  Language is a powerful tool that we have for good or for ill.  It is so powerful and so important that it is the weapon that God gave us with which to battle our enemies.  He didn’t give us lightning bolts or fire balls that shoot from our fingertips.  He gave us his most powerful weapon; words.  Each of us must make wise choices with this awesome power.  
544. Monday, January 26, 2009

(Reused 10/14/14)
Ephesians 4: 30 – 31
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.

One thing I would never want to do is to grieve the Holy Spirit of God.  That drums up a truly horrid image.  Fortunately for me and everyone else, Paul proceeds to tell us how we can avoid doing so.  We are to make bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, slander and malice completely foreign to our way of living. That means that we are to have no ill will (malice) toward anyone, nor speak of others in a way that will damage their reputation in the eyes of others (slander).  We are to put anger away from us.  That is no surprise but sometimes we allow ourselves the luxury of anger.  If you do not want to grieve the Holy Spirit of God, then you should quickly put the anger away from you and move into forgiveness.  Bitterness is defined as: sharp and disagreeable; harsh; severe; piercing. 2) Characterized by strong feelings of hatred, resentment, cynicism.  You have known people who are sharp with others.  That is not the attitude God wants us to show to others nor are we to be cynical.  Taking verses 29 through 32 together, there is a picture revealed to us of the Christian walk.  If it were to be summarized we might say guard our mouths only letting those words come out that are edifying and uplifting and be kind to everyone in word and deed.  In this way we will be pleasing to the Lord God and not grieve the Holy Spirit of God.
545. Tuesday, January 27, 2009

(reused 10/15/14)
Ephesians 5: 18
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.

Does this verse mean that we can get drunk on vodka or gin; anything but wine?  I think we all know that drunkenness is not in the will of God for his kids.  Synonyms for dissipation are debauchery and indulgence even wickedness, depravity and decadence.  These are not words that any of us want to have associated with us.  Does that mean we can never drink wine or other adult beverage?  The verse does not indicate that Christians cannot have a drink but we should not allow ourselves to become intoxicated with strong drink.  The only thing we are to be intoxicated with is the Holy Spirit.  The way to protect yourself from getting drunk or any other kind of dissipation is to be filled with the Spirit.  Pray to the Lord to fill you up to overflowing with the Holy Spirit of God.  You can never over indulge in the Holy Spirit. 
546. Wednesday, January 28, 2009
(Reused Oct. 2014)
Matthew 21: 22
And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.

You might say that you have not received all that you have asked in prayer.  I have a question then.  How is your receiver?  Maybe your believer is broken.  The scripture says that what we believe when we ask in prayer, we will receive.  If that is true, then perhaps we have received exactly what we have believed.  So, we need to work on our belief.  The way to increase belief is to spend more time with the Father and his word.  The more time you spend hearing, seeing and reading the word related to the subject of your prayer, the more your belief will grow.  When you find a really key scripture, one that goes right to the heart of your prayer, you should meditate on that one.  Meditate just means that you are thinking on it in a concentrated manner.  Think about each word in the scripture.  Why did the author use a particular word?  Look up the key words in a dictionary.  Look up synonyms for the word.  Talk to your heavenly Father about the scripture.  Ask him what the scripture means to him and ask him to shine even more light of meaning on it for you.  As you do this, one day the faith will just jump in your heart.  All of sudden you will know that you know.  Then the facts won’t count.  It will not matter what the situation around you looks like because you will have a revelation of the truth.  Truth is above facts and the truth always trumps facts.  Once you know the truth, you will truly be free.
547. Thursday, January 29, 2009

(reused Oct., 17,  2014)
2 Corinthians 4: 8 – 9
[W]e are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.

No matter what hardships come against us, we are never defeated because of the love of the Father, and God who always picks us up and provides us all the tools and weapons for defense and victory.  We never have to live even one day in despair because we have a Father who is loving and kind.  Moreover, he is able to care for us.  He is always there for us.  Even if some event knocks you down, do not despair.  Your Father will not allow you to be defeated.  You may say with all confidence that although you have suffered a blow, you will be back in greater form than ever before.  God is not willing that any of us should suffer defeat.  Put your confidence in His faithfulness.  We are never forsaken.  Not even when it looks like we have been.  
548. Friday, January 30, 2009

Acts 2: 21
And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

What great news!  God has already decided who will be saved.  Everyone!  

Everyone that wants to be will be.  It is God’s will that everyone would be saved and that none should perish.  He created us to be with him; to spend eternity with him.  He did not create us to perish in eternal flame.  He has enough respect for us that he gave us free choice though.  That is the graciousness of God.  People have the right to go to hell if they choose to.  God is not a Roman Emperor who will give you a thumbs up or a thumbs down on the “Great Day of Judgment.”  He is a loving and beneficent Father.  He has already made his determination. He wants all of his kids to spend eternity with him. If you want to be saved, then call upon the name of the Lord.

549. Monday, February 2, 2009

Isaiah 45: 22
Turn to Me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other.

Can it really be that easy?  The determination of our eternity is as simple as just turning our face to God?  God has made it so easy; why do men complicate it so?  He says to the entire world, to every person of every race, “Turn to Me, and be saved.”  That is all there is to it.  How do we mess up what is so simple?  How can any of us miss it?  And yet we do, too many of us do.  How?  For one thing we confuse ourselves that there is more than one God and more than one way to salvation.  There is only one creator.  There aren’t a bunch of creators running around somewhere in the heavenlies.  One made you and another created me.  There is but one God and he is the only one who is able to save.  He has made it easy for us though.  He isn’t trying to keep us out of heaven.  He is trying to get us into heaven.  All we have to do is to turn our faces to Him.  He will handle the rest, and already has.

550. Tuesday, February 3, 2009

(re-used Oct. 2014)
2 Corinthians 13: 14
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

This is Paul’s closing in his second letter to the Corinthians.  He is sending his best wishes, hopes and prayers to them just as many of us do in the closings of our letters.  The best that Paul can come up with is what he includes in his prayer for them.  I find it interesting which gift he associates with each part of God.  Paul would have known each part of God intimately and would have been very aware of the gifts of each of them.  He would have known what flows from each of them and by and through this we can know what personifies each of them and what we can expect from each of them.  

God is love.  We’ve heard it over and over again but so many times we fail to really appreciate that love is God’s substance; his very nature.  He is made up; constructed of love and it overflows him.  He has love in abundance to give each of us.

Grace flows from Jesus.  His sacrifice has bathed us in grace.  His grace covers us.  His pardoning grace has saved us and made the way for us to bask in the love of the Father.

What of the Holy Spirit?  What can we expect of him?  We can expect to fellowship with him.  We can hang out with him, talk with him, receive instruction and inspiration from him.  Paul would not have prayed that the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with the church at Corinth unless it was attainable.  We are living in a new age.  We are living in the age of the Holy Spirit.  He is here for us in ways that were not possible in any previous age.  Because of the love of God and the sacrifice of Jesus, the Holy Spirit has been sent to us to make his abode with us.  He has come to lead us, guide us, teach us.

May the grace of the Lord, the love of the Father and the intimate presence of the Spirit of God fill your day and your life.
551. Wednesday, February 4, 2009

(re-used 10/24/14)
Philippians 2: 3-5
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.

There is an entire sermon in just the first phrase of this passage but I want to focus on the theme contained in the remainder of today’s selection.  It is a very important topic and one that does not get a lot of coverage.  That is probably because none of us really want to hear it much less teach it or have to submit to it.  

The first phrase calls us to never once act out of selfishness nor to ever act on conceit.  The rest of the passage takes us just a bit further.  It expands on the theme.  Not only are we not to be selfish, we are actually supposed to put other people ahead of ourselves; their interests ahead of our own interests.  How many people accomplish this directive?  Importantly, how many are even trying?  Are we, as the church, even aware that we are supposed to be putting other people, their interests, their needs ahead of ourselves?  

Most of us say that we want to be like Christ.  We pray to the Father and to Jesus to help us to become more like him every day.  Our churches teach us that we should follow his example and his path and yet how many are clearly telling us that we need to put others before ourselves in all things?  And yet verse five says explicitly that this is the attitude which has always been in Christ Jesus.

First we have to learn that this scriptural imperative exists.  As of today, at least you are on notice as to its biblical existence.  Now we can do something about it.  Most of us will need plenty of help in accomplishing this edict.  Fortunately there is a Father, a Son and a Holy Spirit who can and will help us.  Begin by humbling yourself before the throne.  Repent before the Almighty for those times when you have acted out of self-interest.  Humility and repentance are cleansing forces.  They clear your heart and mind making it easier for you to connect with the Father on a deep level.  Then you can ask him for help with an open heart.

I know some people don’t like repenting or asking for forgiveness.  We don’t like admitting that we were wrong or have behaved in a way that is not pleasing to the Father.  We can make a million excuses why it is not necessary to repent but they are all just wasted breath.  Repentance is good for the soul.  We are not directed to repent and ask forgiveness for God’s sake.  It is for our sake.  In order to walk in this kind of obedience, you will need a lot of God’s help.  When you need a lot of help from God, you need to connect with him at a very deep level.  The way to do that is to start with a clean slate.

I encourage you, even as I admonish myself, that you make this a goal of your heart that you walk in the same attitude as Christ.  That we all learn to put other’s needs and interests before our own.  I heartily implore you to embrace this way of life.  I pray that we would all learn to move ourselves out of our minds and let the ego have a vacation.  Dedicate this day to putting yourself out of your mind and out of your motivation.  Mark others as more important than yourself and let the Holy Spirit move through you to bless you and others.
552. Thursday, February 5, 2009
(re-used 10/2014)
Numbers 11: 23
And the Lord said to Moses, “Is the Lord’s power limited?”

How would you answer that question if you were in Moses’ shoes?  We all know the answer but God wanted Moses to get a revelation of how powerful God really is.  He is all powerful.  There is nothing beyond his ability.  What is it that you need today?  For what are you believing?  

God met the needs of the Israelites no matter the need.  When they were thirsty, he brought water from a rock.  When they were hungry, he fed them with bread from heaven.  Their clothes did not wear out nor did their shoes.  Still, every time they had a need they cried and moaned and doubted God’s ability to care for them.  Their unbelief turned an eleven day trip into a forty year voyage.  Let’s not make the same mistake.  Call on the awesome power of the living God and let him turn your journey into a jaunt.
553. Friday, February 6, 2009
(re-used 10/2014)
Psalm 26:2
Examine me, O Lord, and try me; test my mind and my heart.

This is a prayer we all need to make to the Lord but it might be a little frightening to ask God to look into the secret places of your heart.  The very fact that it is a bit scary and that you may have concern that there is something in there that you do not want the Father to see is the very reason that you should have this conversation with him.

First of all, he is not going to be surprised.  He knew what he was getting when he got you and he knows more of what is in there than you do.  He is not going to see something ugly and stop loving you.  He wants you to expose these hidden areas so that he can heal them or change them if need be.  This is a prayer of great trust.  When you begin to walk in deep trust with the Lord then you become confident that you can lay your heart and mind wide open to him.  You know beyond any shadow of a doubt that he will care for you.
The greater fear may be that you do not want to see or admit what is in the deep, dark recesses of your heart and mind.  Fear not.  God is with you.  He will never leave you nor forsake you.  Who better to have with you when you are walking in the dark places?  Wherever he goes, there is light.  Those places will not stay dark and scary for long because where the Lord is, there is love and light.  Fear not; ask the Lord to examine your deep places.  Invite him in and let his presence fill you.

554. Monday, February 9, 2009
(re-used Oct.2014)
Psalm 103: 20
Bless the Lord, you His angels, mighty in strength, who perform His word, obeying the voice of His word!

There is not a lot known about angels but here is one scripture that gives us some insight.  Their role is to perform God’s word.  When God wants a thing done, he speaks it and the angels go into action to perform that which he has spoken.

Romans 4: 17 says that God “calls into being that which does not exist.”  He speaks out his word, calls light to be or whatever result he desires, and then his angels go about accomplishing that which was spoken.  He has angels just standing by waiting to be given their marching orders.  They await the spoken word of God and as soon as they hear it they hearken to it.

In the book of Daniel, the tenth chapter and twelfth verse, the angel responding to Daniel’s petitions said, “Your words were heard, and I have come in response to your words.”  

The angels are listening and awaiting the spoken word.  When we speak God’s word, they are attracted to it.  If you speak God’s word into a situation, then the angels are going to hearken to His word and fulfill it in the situation that you have spoken God’s word over.  So, if you are in need of healing, speak healing scriptures.  If you have needs to be met, speak God’s provision scriptures.  No matter what situation you are challenged by, there is a specific word of God in the Bible that is applicable.  Find that word and speak it until the might of God shows up on the scene.

555. Tuesday, February 10, 2009

Psalm 103: 19
The Lord has established His throne in the heavens; and His sovereignty rules over all.

I got this from Dr. Charles Stanley recently.  He explained that when we accept that God is sovereign over all we can finally walk in full trust and walk in the fullness of faith.  When we can really grasp that God is on his throne and that he has his attention on us with the full might and power of all that he is, then we can finally stop worrying.  No matter what happens or what you might be afraid will happen, if you know beyond any shadow of a doubt that God is on the throne not on vacation then you will not give the problem more than a moment’s thought.  Don’t we all want to live like this; to live without worry or fear?  Then we must come to embrace, fully, the fact that God is the Almighty, that he rules over every single thing, and that he loves us unconditionally.  Once we get this down into our spirits, nothing will be able to rock our world again.
556. Wednesday, February 11, 2009
(re-used 10/14)
Ephesians 6: 18
With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints.

We, the church, need to become people of prayer.  It seems that almost every day there is some tragic bit of news.  People are struggling with flooding, mud slides, wildfires and every sort of disaster.  I have noticed that when we hear bad news on the TV we are moved by compassion and feel sorrow for people going through rough times.  The hearts of many people are truly compassionate and caring.  The outpouring for Katrina victims was an example of the good heart in the American people.

And while we can be very generous and kind, there is one thing we can do that will really help all people.  We can learn to pray.  Now that may sound like drivel or may sound cliché but I find that we do not pray as we might.  So many times we have built prayer up in our minds until it has become a Holy Ritual instead of an intimate communication.  There is nothing wrong with reverence and holiness in prayer but we also need to have more routine communication with God.  I think many times we tell people we will pray for them and we have the very best intentions but then we wait until we can get in our prayer closet or wait for our prayer time.  By then we forget who we promised prayer.

As we are drawing close to God and becoming really intimate with him, he becomes not only our God but our best friend.  During that process it becomes easier and easier to talk with Him all through the day.  This is the kind of prayer that Paul encourages us to in this passage of scripture.  We can become so attuned to living a prayer full life that when we see some catastrophe on the news, we immediately say a prayer for the people affected.  When you talk with someone on the phone and tell them you will pray for them, you either pray for them right then and there while they are still on the phone with you or you pray as soon as you hang up.  We need time alone with God when we are in a very prayerful state but we cannot wait until then for all the prayer that needs to be sent up to heaven.  There is too much need.  Begin training yourself to pray whenever you perceive a need.  The body of Christ needs you and your prayers.  The world really needs you.
557. Thursday, February 12, 2009

(re-used 10/14)
Malachi 3: 16
Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, and the Lord gave attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the Lord and who esteem His name.

The children of the Lord were talking and what God heard pleased him.  I imagine that they were talking about the Lord God.  They were probably saying how great He is and recalling all the great and wonderful things he had done for them.  God heard them and was so pleased that he had a book of remembrance drafted so that these people and their love of the Lord would be memorialized.  

Don’t we all want to be remembered by the Lord for the lovely things we have said about him?  How remarkable it would indeed be to move God to the point that he commands a book to be written about us.  It is like a scrapbook or a photo album.  It is something so precious to the Lord that he wants to capture it in his memory book.  Let us be moved by this verse and endeavor to proclaim God’s goodness to one another.  Let us encourage one another and praise the Lord in one uplifted voice.

558. Friday, February 13, 2009
(re-used 10/14)
Malachi 4: 2
But for you who fear My name the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like claves from the stall.

There is so much to love about this scripture.  The image is one of incredible blessing for those who love God.  Just thinking about the sun of righteousness rising on you might be enough to dwell on for quite some time.  But that the rising of the aforementioned sun brings with it healing is great news.  Because you love God, because you have dedicated your life to Him, there is blessing in the wings for you.  One of the blessings is that you should live a healed life.  You do not have to accept the sickness that the devil has spread.  God and Jesus have already provided for your healing and your health.  They have so blessed your physical body that as you receive more of the blessing, you will be able to skip around like a calf.  You are expected to be spry and agile.  Your body serves you.  And if you are in Christ then you have your life in Christ and your body is his temple.  Your body is dedicated to the service of the Lord and the Lord is responsible for its upkeep.  Thank the Lord for his grace and mercy and for the great gifts he has bestowed on us.
Monday, February 16, 2009

President’s Day Holiday

559. Tuesday, February 17, 2009

(reused 12/12/14)
Isaiah 42: 3
A bruised reed He will not break, and a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice.

The forty-second chapter of Isaiah is a prophetic foretelling of the coming of Jesus.  This passage reveals the gentleness of Jesus.  He came that we might all come to the Father.  He will not foreclose anyone’s opportunity to come into the Kingdom of God.  No matter how dimly the light is burning Jesus will stay there and fan that flame.  No matter how weak or damaged a person is, she is never too far gone for Jesus.  He will bring forth justice for that person and they will receive their salvation and all of the other gifts the Father has provided.  Never give up and never give up on anyone else.  Neither Jesus nor the Father has forsaken them for God has promised us that he will never leave nor forsake us.  
560. Wednesday, February 18, 2009
(reused 12/15/14)
Psalm 86: 7
In the day of my trouble I shall call upon you, for you will answer me.

David had experience with God.  We can learn a lot from David because he and God were so close that they were actually friends.  David reveals to us the nature of God in this passage.  David knew from experience that when a faithful person calls upon God, God answers.  He answers every time.  He answers every person.  

Part of that receiving is in the faith.  David became very good at receiving from God because he had absolute faith in God’s faithfulness.  David believed whole heartedly that God would answer his every prayer.  God is moved by that kind of faith.  He wants people to call on him and depend on him.  The more we expect God to move on our behalf, the easier it is for us to receive all that God has bestowed upon us.  When you call, expect an answer and I promise you will not be disappointed.
561. Thursday, February 19, 2009

(reused 12/23/14)
Psalm 91:15
He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him, and honor him.

This is an absolute promise from God.  This means that when you have been in trouble, God has been with you.  Whether or not you were aware of his presence, He was with you.  He has promised to rescue you from your trouble.  He has said it so he will do it.  We have only to believe and receive it.  

We do not receive with our eyes though; we receive with our hearts.  We don’t look with our eyes to see what God will do or what he is doing.  We receive with our hearts despite the way the circumstances around us appear.  No matter what someone says about the circumstances the truth is in God’s promises.  You cannot convince me that our Father is not present in my time of trouble.  Nothing you say will persuade me.  That is what it means to be fully persuaded by God’s promises.  We choose to believe God’s promises over any other evidence that anyone can present.  God said he is with us in our time of trouble and that settles it.
562. Friday, February 20, 2009
(reused 1/12/15)
Isaiah 58: 9
Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry, and he will say, “Here I am.”

When you call, he will answer.  “Well,” people say, “I cannot feel him.  I cannot hear his answer.”  I know that is problematic so I want to address it.  See God works in faith rather than in feelings.  That is why we are not to go by feelings but rather by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.  The Word is our anchor, not our feelings.  Feelings can be fickle and they can be influenced by a host of exterior and interior stimuli.  The Word, on the other hand, is solid.  It is the rock.  Once you find a passage of scripture which speaks to your situation, then you latch on to that and it becomes the final say in the matter.  You don’t sway or let your emotions move you off of what the Word says.  So, if the Word says that when you call, He answers, then you must choose to believe that rather than choosing to believe the emotion which says, “I cannot feel him.”  Tell your emotions that they do not rule you and that you are not motivated by feelings; rather you are motivated by the Word of God.  It does take some practice but you will find in a short time that you will begin to stand firmly.  As your emotions recede to their proper place you will begin to hear the Father more clearly and you will feel him.  Trust in the Word for it has the power to change situations.  Trust the Word because it is the anchor you need.
563. Monday, February 23, 2009


(re-used 4/22/15)
Titus 3: 1
Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed.

This passage says a lot and requires a lot.  We are reminded that we are subject to authority.  God has placed each and every one of us under the authority of someone else.  Now that is something that really rankles in today’s society.  We are becoming a nation of fierce individualists who have only our own interest in our mind.  Paul is telling Titus to remind those in his charge that we are not the sun in our own solar system.  We are part of organizations and groups.  We are under authority at work, in our families, our churches and every other human institution as well as in the body of Christ.  We are encouraged to be submissive and obedient to those authority figures.  Instead of constantly putting ourselves at the top of the pyramid, we are to recognize those people who God has put in authority over us.  We are to subject ourselves to their authority.  As mature Christians, we learn to be grateful for those people and support them as they pour themselves out for us.  As leaders, we must humbly and reverently concern ourselves with the well being of those God has put in our charge.  Who are the people in your life that God has placed in authority?  Stop grumbling about them and what you think they should do better and subject yourself willingly and prayerfully to their service.  God has placed them there for your benefit not for ill.  Pray daily for those people because they are caring burdens for you.  Fulfill the will of God and the call of Christ by so doing.
564. Tuesday, February 24, 2009 

(re-used 5/27/15)
Titus 3: 2
…malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, showing every consideration for all men.
Malign no one – that means that we are not to say anything bad about anyone at anytime.  That is a big bill to fill but that is what God wants us to aspire to.  What about being contentious?  A contentious person is one who tends to argue, tends to find himself in arguments, debates and disagreements.  Merriam-Webster defines a contentious person as one likely to cause an argument even sometimes “exhibiting an often perverse and wearisome tendency to quarrels and disputes.  We all know or have known someone like that.  Every time you talk with them they have another story about a conflict they have been involved in.  God does not want us to live in conflict.  He certainly does not want us to bring conflict into other people’s lives.  As it says above Father God wants us to be gentle in our dealings with one another and to be considerate of every person with whom we come in contact.  You cannot be contentious and kind.  A contentious person will have a two-fold problem.  First, people are not likely to enjoy being around a person like that and secondly, one cannot fulfill the ambition of the Lord for our lives.  Let us endeavor to live in peace.  Let peace lead you.

565. Wednesday, February 25, 2009

(Re-used 5/28/15)
Titus 3: 3
For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.

Paul gives us the perfect guidance for being patient and kind with others.  We once were just as painful to be around as the unlovely are to us now.  I praise God that we are growing and learning to be more like Christ but let us not lose sight of where we were before His grace moved in our lives.  We demonstrated all of the undesirable traits above and probably a few more.  Now as we are learning to be more like Christ we must learn to love and be kind to people even while they are in an unenlightened state just like Christ was generous and forgiving with us.  I do not say that it is always easy but by focusing our attention on those qualities God would have us develop we come up just a bit higher.  Set your sights on the heights.  You will bless those around you.
566. Thursday, February 26, 2009

(re-used 5/29/15)
Titus 2: 9 - 10
Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, not pilfering, but showing all good faith that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.

We looked, earlier in the week, at a verse in which the apostle Paul directed us to subject ourselves to the authority figures in our life.  We learned that we are supposed to be subjected to them and serve them.  In the context of this verse one will understand that the bondslave/master relationship most naturally converts to the employee/employer relationship in today’s society.  You may be under someone for whom you do not have a lot of respect. Or your boss may not be as smart as you.  None the less, God says that you are to show them respect, not argue with them but rather show faithfulness to them and the company.  Why do we do this?  First of all, because God said so.  That should be enough for most of us.  But also so that the light of God and his doctrine shall shine and God be glorified.  Your employer should come to notice that Christian employees are a blessing because they are faithful, obedient and trustworthy.

567. Friday, February 27, 2009
(re-used June 1, 2015)
Ephesians 6: 5
Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ.

Just in case you thought yesterday’s word was a fluke and could ignore it, here is another book in which God commands us to be good employees.  God is concerned with the condition of our spirits and our testimony.  In everything we do, we are representatives of him.  If we talk about others behind their backs, then we are being bad stewards of the faith God has placed in us.  That is especially detrimental when that person is our boss or pastor or some other person God has placed in authority.  You are damaging your own spirit and spiritual growth as well as sowing bad seeds and disobeying the directions of the Lord.

Your boss or whoever that person of authority is, will account to God for their actions and that really is none of your concern.  Your calling requires you to be the best employee you can and to pray for all of those who are in authority positions.  God wants to be able to use you.  He wants to be able to send you into situations where you can do His work.  You have to take your eyes off of yourself first.  Do not be self-concerned but instead pray.  God might have put you under that person just because they do need help.  How is God supposed to move in the earth if every time he sends a Christian into a situation, they gripe and criticize, worrying only about themselves and their rewards?  If the circumstances are not perfect where you work then maybe it is that very brokenness that has attracted God’s attention and the reason why he has sent you there.  Be faithful in your current position.  Show God you have what it takes to be one of his lieutenants.  Then you will be poised for promotion.
568. Monday, March 2, 2009
(re-used June 2, 2015)
Psalm 73: 2 – 5, 12
But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling; my steps had almost slipped.  3 For I was envious of the arrogant, as I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 4 For there are no pains in their death; and their body is fat.  5 They are not in trouble as other men; nor are they plagued like mankind. …12 Behold, these are the wicked; and always at ease, they have increased in wealth.

I suppose most dedicated Christians have almost stumbled over this stone at some time or another.  You dedicate yourself and your life to the Lord and you fully expect that you will fare well in your service to Him.  The next thing you know, you look around you and it seems the heathen are succeeding while the Christians are suffering.  

Well, don’t lose hope if that is where you are now.  It is only an appearance.  When you read this passage in its entirety, you see that the wicked get the fruit of the seed they have planted.  The good news is that you will reap the fruit of your good seed as well.  While it looks for a while like the good guys are losing, it is just an illusion.    The universe produces fruit after its own kind.  You cannot sow broccoli and get tomatoes.  Galatians 6: 7 reads, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”  The wicked will fall and you will succeed if you do not faint.  Do not envy their success because it is short lived and laden with sorrow and pitfalls.  Do not stumble over the apparent success of the unbelieving.  God is faithful.  Hang in there.
569. Tuesday, March 3, 2009
(re-used June 3, 2015)
Psalm 73: 28
But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have made the Lord God my refuge, that I may tell of all Thy works.

Here is David’s answer to the success of the world.  He found his rest and his success in the shelter of the Lord.  Take your time with this verse and feel the intimacy David had with the Father.  That kind of close relationship is worth everything the world has to offer.  What can you imagine would be greater to have than a personal closeness with God Almighty?  I cannot conceive of anything better.  David could always retreat to his place of fellowship with the Lord.  It was his refuge and his hiding place.  In his relationship with the Lord were his safety and his well-being.  When you attain that kind of familiarity with the Lord, then all of the other needs are just automatically fulfilled.  In God is everything we could ever possibly need or want.  Seek Him and this kind of intimacy and you will have no want of anything.
570. Wednesday, March 4, 2009

(re-used June 4, 2015)
Isaiah 42: 16
I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, in paths they do not know I will guide them.  I will make darkness into light before them and rugged places into plains.  These are the things I will do, and I will not leave them undone.
Even in the darkest times, in the times you cannot see your way, God is there to lead and guide you.  He will lead you by a way you do not know.  Do not strain.   He is there and will not leave you.  He will make the way before you smooth and straight.  It may be in a way that is completely foreign to you and that you would not have thought of on your own.  Fear not!  Do not worry.  God said that he will not leave this undone.  Relax and let him lead you on the path.
571. Thursday, March 5, 2009

(re-used 6/5/15)
Proverb 3: 5
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.

God has promised us that He will lead us and guide us making our paths straight.  Well, that is great news!  Here is the real key though.  We must really learn to put all our trust in Him.  We must abandon our own ways of thinking even to the point of abandoning our own understanding.  Many of us have our security tied up in understanding things for ourselves.  This is like jumping off of a height.  All that we know about gravity and the consequences of such an action tell us that this is a foolish action.  None the less, if God is telling you to take a step that you do not understand, you must just trust Him to bring you through.  Do not require God’s plans to make sense to you.  Don’t lean on your own wisdom and knowledge.  We really aren’t that smart anyway.  Rely on God’s ability to do what He promises.  Abandon yourself, your plans and your will to Him.  Trust Him to lead you into the fullness of all He has promised you.
572. Friday, March 6, 2009

(re-used 6/8/15)
Psalm 31: 3
For Thou art my rock and my fortress; for Thy name’s sake Thou wilt lead me and guide me.

God has a vested interest in leading you.  He wants you successful because your life is a testimony to others.  He wants his kids to find their way and to live peaceful, successful lives.  He directs your steps so that you can find your way.  If he did not lead and guide us, we would easily get lost. There is safety in Him and He leads you into that safe place for His name’s sake.  In that place, in Him, is all of the substance you need.  He has promised to lead you so He must do it or otherwise damage His reputation.  He cannot lie so if He has said it, He must do it.  Do not ask yourself if God will lead you and guide you.  You are not the expert on what God will do.  He has already established, by His own word, that he will direct you.  Just relax and let Him.
573. Monday, March 9, 2009
(re-used 6/9/15)
Isaiah 49: 10
They will not hunger or thirst, neither will the scorching heat or sun strike them down for he who has compassion on them will lead them, and will guide them to springs of water.

What a wonderful promise and image.  Father God has compassion on us and knows our needs.  Jesus’ life was characterized by his great compassion.  Their love for us compels them to care for us just as Jesus analogized about the sheep and the sheep herder.  He told us, as recited in John 10, that he is the good shepherd and that the shepherd lays down his life in defense of the sheep.  Will he who has defended us even unto his own death, now not lead us to fresh water?  Will he not provide and care for us?  

Psalm 23 so clearly demonstrates the acts of a shepherd caring for his sheep.  He will not allow anything to happen to us and he will meet all of our needs.  He will lead us through the times of trouble just as described as the valley of death in Psalm 23.  Do not fear your enemies or tortures.  Our shepherd is well able to defeat them all.
574. Tuesday, March 10, 2009
(re-used 6/15/15)
Isaiah 45: 3
And I will give you the treasures of darkness, and hidden wealth of secret places, in order that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who calls you by your name.

Did you know that you are called of the Lord?  And that he has called you by name?  Well, you are called.  He has called you to himself.  Who will answer his call?  He is willing to pour out his blessing on you to confirm his call on your life.  The secret to all of this is in the answering of his call.  Run to him with all that you are.  Withhold nothing from him.  So many people pray to him for the things they need when the real answer is to turn your face to him.  You do not have to call him.  He is already present with you, calling your name.  You have only to acknowledge him.  In every way that you acknowledge him, he will be your Lord and bless you.  If you let him be the Lord of your health, he will bless you in your body.  If you acknowledge him in your finances, he will release his blessings in your financial life.  Acknowledge him in all your ways and he will make your paths straight (Proverb 3: 6).
575. Wednesday, March 11, 2009

(re-used 6/24/15)
Psalm 37: 31
The law of his God is in his heart; his steps do not slip.

Wouldn’t it be great to know that your steps will not slip; that your steps are sure?  Of course it would.  The way to accomplish that is to put God’s Word in your heart.  The more you establish the Word of God in your heart, the more his wisdom is imparted to you.  Then you are able to walk securely.  God’s word has answers to all of life’s problems and it also has encouragement and strength.  The more time you spend in the Word, the more you fortify yourself.  Your steps will be sure because you will be well grounded.  We cannot under-estimate how much good putting the Word of God in our hearts actually does us.  It is a key to living a successful, peaceful life.
576. Thursday, March 12, 2009

(reused 6/30/15)
John 14: 6
I am the way, and the truth, and the life.

Sometimes I think we become so familiar with certain verses that we cease to hear what they have to say.  This is one of those verses.  It is truly powerful.  The world is out there looking for answers to all kinds of problems.  Unfortunately, we, Christians, tend to look to the world for every kind of answer too.  We have forgotten that Jesus came to earth to be the answer.  He is the way for which we are searching.  Jesus has paved the way for us to go to the Father of all for every answer that has or ever will exist.  The creator is standing by to give us answers and show us the way.  Don’t look to the world for your answers; they do not have them.  Ask your Father.  He knows all and is more than willing to share all of the wisdom he has with you.

577. Friday, March 13, 2009

Ecclesiastes 9: 16
Wisdom is better than strength.

The story which accompanies this scripture is of a small town that was besieged by a powerful king.  However, the wisdom of one poor man was able to deliver the victory.  While we may not have all of the resources we want, we do have the capability of great wisdom by and through the Holy One.  God asked Solomon what he desired.  When Solomon responded, “Wisdom,” the Lord God provided it, along with great wealth and everything else Solomon could have desired.  The same wisdom and resource is available to each of us today.  Get wisdom.  It is the beginning of all true success.
578. Monday, March 16, 2009

Romans 8: 11
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.
This passage may sound little bit like double speak but the message is that if God can raise Jesus from the dead, he also can give health and life to your mortal body.  The very power that God used to raise Jesus’ dead body and bring it back to life is available to you for healing in your body.  That power is alive in you in the form of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit is life to all who find him and life to your physical bodies.

579. Tuesday, March 17, 2009

re-used 7/24/15
Proverb 1: 18
But they lie in wait for their own blood; they ambush their own lives.

This verse tells us about the ramification of sowing ill-fated seed.  When people plot to hurt or deceive others, they are in fact lying in wait for their own blood.  They are killing themselves.  Verse 19 says that this kind of life “takes away the life of its possessors.”  In other words, these acts are draining the life out of the person who performs them.  God gives us guidelines and rules to go by because he is trying to protect our lives.  He wants you to consider other people’s feelings and be kind to others because he wants to protect your life from damage.  Put other people first in your life so that more life can flow to you.
580. Wednesday, March 18, 2009

reused 8/10/15
1 Corinthians 13: 3-7
 (The Message Bible)

If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don't love, I've gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I'm bankrupt without love. 

   Love never gives up. 
   Love cares more for others than for self. 
   Love doesn't want what it doesn't have. 
   Love doesn't strut, 
   Doesn't have a swelled head, 
   Doesn't force itself on others, 
   Isn't always "me first," 
   Doesn't fly off the handle, 
   Doesn't keep score of the sins of others, 
   Doesn't revel when others grovel, 
   Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
   Puts up with anything, 
   Trusts God always, 
   Always looks for the best, 
   Never looks back, 
   But keeps going to the end. 

Love is the bottom line.  God is love and the only way that we are truly going to reflect the image of Christ and become like Him as we say we wish to, is to major on love.  We must arrest ourselves when we feel ourselves acting in a way that is inconsistent with the above text.  We should repent when we find that we have contravened any of the guiding principles we see in this passage.  Only then can we begin to turn ourselves to a life that is governed by the rule of love.  This is no small task.  Rather it is likely the most difficult journey any of us will ever make.  Yet because we love the Lord, we will strive to be like Him in this most vital way.  Because He first loved us, we are willing, and even desire to walk a life of love for His name’s sake.
581. Thursday, March 19, 2009

re-used 8/20/15
Psalm 107: 17-22
Fools, because of their rebellious way, and because of their iniquities, were afflicted.  Their soul abhorred all kinds of food; and they drew near to the gates of death.  Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He saved them out of their distresses.  He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.  Let them give thanks to the Lord for His lovingkindness, and for His wonders to the sons of men!  Let them also offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, and tell of His works with joyful singing.

Just as Proverb 1: 18 teaches, those who plot and scheme and are full of rebellion, lay traps for themselves and bring about their own sufferings.  Then when they are weighed down by the misery and torment they have caused themselves, they cry out to the Lord for deliverance.  They do not deserve God’s lovingkindness and gentleness towards them.  They are only reaping the fruit of the very seed they intentionally and willingly sowed.  Then when the crop they planted comes in, they cry to God for his mercy and deliverance.  Thank God He is so full of grace and mercy and that He is first and foremost love.  Because of who he is, He saves us out of the quagmire we have wrought for ourselves.  Our part then should be to sing His praises.  He has saved us from ourselves.  Sing praises to the Lord.  Tell of His great works.  Don’t let the miracles he has performed in your life be your secret.  Offer Him sacrifices of Thanksgiving by praising Him; telling him how appreciative and grateful you are and tell others how great is our God.
582. Friday, March 20, 2009

Proverb 10: 23
Doing wickedness is like sport to a fool; and so is wisdom to a man of understanding.

Foolish people spend their lives in foolish exploits.  It is like sport to them.  They are letting their lives leak out in useless pursuits.  Foolishness comes easily to them but in like manner, wisdom comes easily to those who seek her.  The beginning of wisdom is revering the Lord (Proverb 9: 10).  Those who are spending their time seeking the Lord will find wisdom.  God has stored up wisdom for them.  You will see, increasingly, wisdom manifesting itself in your life.  You will find you have answers that you didn’t know you had and that you have no reason to have.  They will just be in you.  You are the blessed of the Lord and he has storehouses of riches to pour out on you.  Wisdom is one of those riches and it is coming on you in increasing measure and for the rest of your life.
583. Monday, March 23, 2009
reused 8/14/15
John 15: 8
By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.

This is the high calling on our lives, that we should imitate the Lord in word and deed.  Many people will read this verse and begin to think of all the good works they can do so that their light will shine.  It is important for us to see, though, that Jesus did not ask us to perform great tasks and good works.  Rather he desires us to bear fruit.  This is an important distinction.  The fruit of the Spirit is: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5: 22).  These are the traits that Jesus wants manifested in our lives.  If we do all the good works but are not bearing the fruit, our testimony will be tainted.  Good works are wonderful.  There are many needs that we can individually and collectively address through our good works but they are not the end.  Paul said if he did all good things but was without love it profits naught (1st Corinthians 13: 1-3).   Let us focus on letting our lives demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit and in so doing we will forget not the good we can do for others.
584. Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Psalm 138:8     (NIV)

The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your love, O LORD, endures forever— do not abandon the works of your hands.

The Lord has never abandoned his plans for you.  Although it may sometimes seem that the vision you had has dried up and died, it is still alive and well in the heart of the Father.  We are the works of His hands and he will not abandon us, ever.  No matter how gruesome a situation looks, no matter how forgotten you may feel, the Lord is as close to you as a whisper.  He will cause your purpose to be fulfilled because of his great love for you.  Do not forsake you former plans nor entertain for a moment that the Lord has forsaken you.  Call upon him; ask him to renew your dreams.  Ask him to rekindle the fire and know his presence all around you.
585. Wednesday, March 25, 2009

Doubt Arises

Matthew 11: 3
“Are you the expected One, or shall we look for someone else?”
In Matthew 3, verse 11, are recorded the words of John the Baptist when he prophesied about the coming of Jesus.  John said, “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  Then when Jesus did come, he (Jesus) went down to the Jordan River to be baptized by John.  John at first refused Jesus saying to him to him, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?”  Matthew 3: 14.  John knew who was coming before Jesus began his ministry.  He knew the Holy One was on his way.  Then when Jesus did appear to him, he recognized Jesus and who he was; as the one who was to come.  He knew this was the one about whom so many prophecies had been made and he wanted Jesus to baptize him instead of the other way around.

It is one thing to believe and have faith and then it is another to keep believing and keep having faith.  It can be hard to keep on believing when the pressure of the world starts bearing in on you.  Would anyone think that John the Baptist, the one about whom Jesus said, “[T]here has not arisen anyone greater,” (Matthew 11: 11) could fall into doubt?  And yet that is exactly what happened.  Today’s text is what John the Baptist later asked Jesus via John’s disciples.
You see, John the Baptist had faith in Jesus until he found himself in jail.  Now all of a sudden, things were not going to well.  John began to look at the conditions around himself instead of at the Word of God which was in his heart.  John was trying to use his eyes to convince his faith. Instead he should have been using his faith to convince his mind.  He expected Jesus to build a kingdom on this earth.  When he did not see this kingdom unfolding the way he expected it to, he began to lose his faith; to have doubts.  

Many times God will not do things the way we expect him to.  That does not mean that he is not building his kingdom or that he is not fulfilling his promises.  You cannot look around you for verification and then choose to believe God.  It happens just the other way around.  Do not use your eyes.  Use your heart.  That is where you plant the Word of God and you believe from your heart no matter what your eyes tell you.  Then, when you have believed with your heart, you will see God’s victory coming into your life.  Do not let doubt arise.  Keep it down and your faith up.
586. Thursday, March 26, 2009
re-used 9/14/15
Isaiah 40: 8
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.

There is one thing you can count on all of the time.  No matter what comes and goes, no matter what changes we go through in the world, our God is never changing and his Word is unshakeable.  If you feel that sometimes you are walking in quick sand know that our God has given you a firm foundation in his Word.  Regardless of what you are going through or where you are in your life, the Word is solid and reliable.  It means exactly what it says and you can depend on it and on our Father.  If you find a promise in his Word, it is just as applicable to you now as it was when it was first written or spoken.  He is the God who is more than enough and he has given you a book of inspiration and promises so that you will have everything that you need at all times.
587. Friday, March 27, 2009
reused 8/6/15
Isaiah 40: 3
A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness.”

John the Baptist was the one prophesied that would be the voice of one crying out in the wilderness to make ready the way of the Lord.  This Old Testament passage foretells of the coming Messiah and his herald.  Now the coming of Jesus is history too.  And yet, the old has become new again.  Jesus is coming back and there is a voice crying out, make yourself ready for his return is imminent.  That cry is from the Holy Spirit telling us to make ready the way of the Lord.  There are many people who do not know of the greatness and the love of the Holy One.  They are hungry and searching but they search after every kind of lost doctrine out there.  They become the blind leading the blind and they will all fall in a ditch.  Only the true voice of the Holy Spirit can lead them into truth, which is the son of God.  Let us each find our voice and also pray that the Father will anoint people to go into the world carrying salvation and the grace of the Lord with them.  We must all pray if we are going to accomplish great things for the Lord.  Who shall we send?  Jesus is coming.  He has salvation in his hand.  All of us have a part in spreading this message.  The time is at hand.  Make clear the way of the Lord in this land.
588. Monday, March 30, 2009

1 Timothy 4: 4

For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, if it is received with gratitude.

There is a misperception in the body of Christ.  We have fallen into a false belief that God puts calamity and disease on us.  We have misused the scriptures and failed to understand the true nature of God.  God is love.  He is a loving God, not a hateful God.  He made things that are good and good for us.  He did not make cancer and he did not put it on us.  Remember that this world is in a fallen state and that there is a devil out there whose great desire is to cause of to fall and suffer.  And though we live in the world we do not have to live in a fallen state because we have been redeemed by the blood of Christ.  Receive the God of love   Receive the love of God.  He has many great and wonderful things he longs to give you.
589. Tuesday, March 31, 2009

1 John 2: 10
The one who loves his brother abides in the light and there is no cause for stumbling in him.

How would you like to live a life without stumbling?  That sounds pretty good.  Well, the Apostle John reveals the secret to living this kind of life, a life of walking on solid ground.  You have got to walk in love.  That love protects you and leads you in all things.  You are able to find your way easily rather than with struggling.  The love is a lamp unto your feet preventing you from stumbling.
590. Wednesday, April 1, 2009

1 John 2: 21
I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie is of the truth.

Jesus told us that he is the truth (John 14:6).  When you were born again, Jesus moved into your heart and made his abode there.  Therefore, the truth resides in you.  This is in part why we are supposed to be people of the truth, because he is truth.  No lie can be part of us and we can discern the truth from the lie by he who is with us. We can know all truth through him.  Satan is the father of lies and we have no part in him nor his ways.  You will know the truth because the Spirit of Truth abides with you.  You do not have to be deceived by the lies of the devil.  You can know all truth because you have God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit providing light for you.  When you hear the truth, you will know it in your heart because he who is truth is resident there.  Satan can lie to your head but the truth is in you.  Follow the word that is in your heart.
591. Thursday, April 2, 2009

Proverb 2: 6
For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.

I like to say, “There is an easy way and a hard way to do everything.  Where we can, let us do it the easy way.”  But people are funny.  Sometimes we just stubbornly cling to doing things the hard way.  As we learn to live our lives in communion with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, life sure gets easier.  They have all knowledge so they can just give it to you or you can spend hours, days and weeks trying to learn the same information.  The Holy Spirit was sent here in Jesus’ wake for just this purpose.  He is come to lead us into all truth and to be our teacher.  Ask the Lord for knowledge, wisdom and understanding.  Expect the Holy Spirit to lead you in truth and understanding.  They most certainly will do all of that and more.  You may need some practice as you learn to listen and follow but from the very beginning it is such an easier way to live life.  
592. Friday, April 3, 2009

Zechariah 4: 6
“Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord of hosts.
God tells us to rely on the power of His Spirit instead of trying to accomplish matters in our own strength.  It is so easy to get caught up in your own skills, talents and even education and not turn matters over to the Father.  I should know because I have been around this mountain more than once.  This goes to the theme of doing things the easy way or the hard way.  We can struggle in our own strength but it is a much more difficult way to live and a life less successful.  God’s way is for us to walk in love and prayer and leave the heavy lifting to him.  He will make your ways straight if you will only release your work and problems to him.  Give him the situation in prayer and then let go of it.  He will work it out and lead you to solutions while you spend your time in prayer and thanksgiving.  Pray for the situation.  Pray for the people involved and then thank the Lord of the Harvest for your solution.
593. Monday, April 6, 2009

Proverb 6: 12
A worthless person, a wicked man, is the one who walks with a false mouth.

The Holman Bible reads, “who goes around speaking dishonestly.”  This is a real issue with God.  We live in a world that increasingly accepts, even expects dishonesty.  Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14: 6).  He also said of the devil, “He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies” (John 8: 44).   Why does Jesus say anything about the devil being a murderer when the whole verse talks about lies?  Because there is death in lies just as there is life in truth.  Jesus equated truth and life as he also linked death and lies.  

We need to set an example for the world.  We need to hearken back to a time, not so long ago, when it was not considered “OK” to lie.  We must show ourselves as people of the truth so that all peoples are reminded that there is a Holy God in heaven.  Deception is the tool of the devil.  Anytime someone uses deception, they are using the weapons of the devil.  This can only lead to sorrow and suffering.  We can begin to establish a value system in our society for truth.  We need to let others know that we expect the truth and that we will neither cooperate with nor tolerate falsity of any kind.  We serve a Holy God and we are to worship Him in truth and Spirit (John 4: 24).  This is a very elemental and essential piece of the gospel because Jesus is the truth and the Holy Spirit is called the “Spirit of truth.” (John 15: 26).  Let us get this essential truth down in our spirits.
594. Tuesday, April 7, 2009

Romans 14: 17
For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Hallelujah!  There is joy in the Holy Spirit.  The kingdom of God is about righteousness, peace and joy.  That is a great legacy.  As we follow God and seek him, we are following after these three great states.  Who does not want to live their life in peace and joy?  Joy follows behind God.  It is part of him.  We do not have to seek joy because it just comes to us as we seek Father God.  No matter what sadness and sorrow the world dumps on you, turn to the Father and ask him to pour out on you his peace and joy.  And forsake not his righteousness.
595. Wednesday, April 8, 2009

Romans 15: 13
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit has power.  That is enough reason to shout right there but he also has power to bring about joy and peace in our lives.  Now that is a tremendously good word and relief to those who are weary.  The power of the Holy Spirit is available to you to bring you hope, joy and peace so that you do not have to strive in the power of your own might.  “Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4: 6).  He contains joy, peace, righteousness and hope inside himself.  It is his responsibility to shed them abroad in your heart by the power of his might.  Invite the Holy Spirit into the deepest parts of your being and ask him to bring his great and wonderful gifts with him.

This is my prayer for each and every one of you today.
596. Thursday, April 9, 2009

1 Thessalonians 1: 6
You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit.

Many people do receive the Word in tribulation or in times of great trial but, praise God, there is joy embodied in the Holy Spirit.  We all need the joy that is of the Lord.  The world can wear you out, at least wear you down.  Thank God, though, that he has provided for us a reservoir of joy and peace.  Jesus said that it was to our benefit that he go away so that he could send the Holy Spirit, the comforter (John 16: 7).  I am comforted that he sent the Holy Spirit to us.  I am thankful that the Holy Spirit is full of hope, joy and peace.  Pull on that resource every time you need it.  It was for that reason that the Father sent him to us.
597. Friday, April 10, 2009

re-used  9/21/15
Joel 2: 13

Now return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness, and relenting of evil.

Are you as close to the Lord as you want to be?  Are you as close to him as you once were?  Do not worry.  He is a God of great compassion and graciousness.  This is a great time to draw nearer to him.  He does not hold grudges or count passed time.  He just wants to be your closest friend.  He forgives all even when we don’t deserve it.  He sent Jesus to this earth to be the sacrifice for us so that nothing would ever stand in the way of our close, personally relationship with him.  Do not let anything in your past prevent you from drawing nearer to him today.  There is no hardship and suffering in him, only love and compassion.
598. Monday, April 13, 2009

Isaiah 54: 10
For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, but My lovingkindness will not be removed from you.

Nothing can shake God’s love.  Though a force great enough to remove mountains and shake hills comes, God’s love will endure.  Though calamity shakes your world, his love will not be removed from you.  There are few things in this earth that are unshakeable.  It is nice to know there is one thing that we can absolutely rely on.  God is the same yesterday, today and forever and his love for his kids will outlast even this earth.
599. Tuesday, April 14, 2009

Isaiah 55: 1
“Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters.”

There is no point in any of us going about thirsty.  Father God is our source and substance.  All we need is in Him and he gives freely.  Fill up on his graciousness.  Drink deeply of his lovingkindness.  What do you need?  He has prepared a table for you so that you shall not hunger or thirst.  Call upon him and receive all that he has prepared for you.  Do not allow yourself to go on being thirsty.  He has paid too much for you to have lack or longing in your life.  He wants to fill you up to overflowing.  Drink deeply of his living waters until you are overflowing with all of the goodness that he is.
600. Wednesday, April 15, 2009

Psalm 116: 1
I love the Lord, because He hears my voice and my supplications.

What great confidence we can have in life if we truly believe that the Lord, our God, hears our voices.  What shall we fear if the Lord God, almighty king of all, listens to the utterances of our hearts?  Who are we to fear when He is our God and our Father?  Our love blossoms in Him because he first loved us.  Our love is born anew when we understand that He is listening to our every prayer.  He is a loving Father who never puts us off but rather pays close attention to every thing that we say.  He is patiently waiting to hear what you will say?  What will you say to him this day?  Perhaps we should begin with, “Father we love you.”
601. Thursday, April 16, 2009

Psalm 116: 3-4

The cords of death encompassed me, and the terrors of Sheol came upon me; I found distress and sorrow.  Then I called upon the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I beseech Thee, save my life!”

See the torment and despair that people suffer until they call upon the name of the Lord.  They are surrounded with fear so pronounced that it invokes terror in their hearts.  Ah, but we are of the Kingdom of the Lord and he hears our every prayer, our every supplication.  Therefore, we do not have to be hostage to fear and distress.  We do not have to suffer sorrow.  The cords of death must loose their hold on us because He who is king of all hearkens to the sound of our voices.  What a privilege and unrivaled joy to be children of the king.  What an awesome revelation that God, the creator of heaven and earth, is attending to our call.
602. Friday, April 17, 2009

Psalm 116: 5
Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yes, our God is compassionate.

Graciousness is defined as kindness, politeness, having mercy and compassion and full of tact and generosity.  This might be especially shown in kindness and patience to those who are inferior.  God is accepting of you right where you are.  That does not mean that He wants you to stay there but still he loves you in the midst of your mess.  He is righteous and full of compassion.  His compassion makes him indulgent but he cannot abide in unrighteousness.  This means that he cannot draw as near to someone as He might like if the are living in unrighteousness.  It is not that he does not want to it is just that unrighteousness and righteousness cannot live in the same space.  None the less, he loves the unrighteous and is gracious and compassionate to them.  This is part of his essential nature and he can be no other way.  He loves the unlovely but He is also calling us all up to a higher level.  He calls us to righteousness in him.
603. Monday, April 20, 2009

Isaiah 57: 13
But he who takes refuge in Me shall inherit the land, and shall possess My holy mountain.

In the time of trouble, many of us take refuge in our friends and family or in our own skills and education instead of in the Lord.  We grow up learning to rely on ourselves instead of learning to lean on the Lord.  It is interesting that as our Father, He actually wants us to turn to him instead of leaning on our own resources.  If we will turn our faces to Him and call out to Him, he will take care of our problems.  He will become our refuge and we will inherit His land to boot.  He will take care of our problems for us and give us His land for letting Him work out our problems for us.  I cannot imagine a better deal.  Do those who give more problems to Him inherit more land?  I don’t know but clearly God wants us to learn to turn to him as our resource instead of relying on ourselves and our friends.  It will be well with us as we learn to do just that.
604. Tuesday, April 21, 2009

Luke 5: 16
But He Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.

The “He” in this passage refers to Jesus.  Even though Jesus was the son of God, he was still a man.  He lived on this earth as we must, suffering many of the same trials that we encounter.  

He had an insight into overcoming though.  He knew and told us that we would face trouble too but that we could over come through him.  “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16: 33).  He showed us through his own example how we may be overcomers.  Have faith in him and his example.  Get away to your place of prayer.  It is good to pray at all times and talk to God all day long.  Sometimes, though, you need to get away by yourself and really spend some alone time with the Father.  We must keep ourselves built up in the Spirit and the only way to do that is to spend quality time with God.  If Jesus had to “often” get off by himself, then I well believe that we need that one on one time too.
605. Wednesday, April 22, 2009

Mark 11: 24
Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them and they shall be granted you.

Kenneth Hagin spent his entire career preaching on Mark 11: 23 & 24.  I doubt there is much that I can add to Brother Hagin’s teaching but I think if we had grasped what he saw in these passages, we would all be walking in more victory than we are.  All the world would see the power and majesty of our God.  What I can say is that we should all meditate on this scripture over and over again and try to hear it in the fullness that Jesus meant when he spoke it.  What was he trying to say to us?  Apparently, we should have so much trust and confidence in the Lord, our God, that when we pray, we know we are heard and know that our petitions are met.  Let us pray that the Lord will give us a deep revelation of this scripture and that each and every one of us will begin to pray and receive as he has designed.
606. Thursday, April 23, 2009

Mark 12: 29
And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.  The second is this, you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other commandment greater than these.

Jesus was often tested by the establishment.  They would try to trick him and trap him so that they could condemn him.  He always answered with love.  Once they attempted to trap him by asking him which was the greatest commandment.  He answered with love.  Then he said that the second most important commandment is love.  Before he left, he told his followers, one commandment I give you, love (John 13: 34).  This is the same way we should meet the challenges in our lives.  We should meet them with love.  Although it sounds soft and weak, love really is the most powerful force in the earth.  No one can overcome the power of love.  It bends the knee of every person no matter how tough they think they are.  Love them despite their unloveliness.  You can take down the biggest mountain if you will operate in the most powerful gift; love.
607. Friday, April 24, 2009

Isaiah 50: 4
He awakens me morning by morning, He awakens my ear to listen as a disciple.

Do you know why God gives us the ears of a disciple?  It is so that we may be able to minister a word of encouragement to those in need.  Our Father talks to us so that we may have the words to say to others.  He also talks to you so that He can lead you in the path He has made for you.  Some might think God never talks to them but what I have found is that we have fallen deaf out of misuse of our spiritual ears.  It does take a bit of practice and it definitely requires that you turn off some of the chaos in your life so that you will be able to hear from God.  God is not going to try to compete with the loudness and constant stimulation in our lives.  His voice is seldom that booming voice that we think of.  It is most often the calm, still voice that we hear.  You cannot hear a calm voice over the TV, and every other kind of noise.  Also, I find that if I have not been spending enough time with my Father, it makes it much harder for me to hear him.  If I have not slowed down my life sufficiently, even when he speaks to me, I am less able to recognize it in my rush.  He is speaking to his kids.  Let’s give him our ear; as a disciple.
608. Monday, April 27, 2009
re-used 7/21/15
Jeremiah 22: 13, 17
13 Woe to him who builds his house without righteousness and his upper rooms without justice, who uses his neighbors services without pay and does not give him his wages.

17 But your eyes and your heart are intent only upon your own dishonest gain.

What is this really about?  It is about building our lives on virtue and righteousness.  We are living in a time and society that is very much centered on the individual.  Our society tells us to get all we can for ourselves.  We are actually taught to be very self centered and greedy.  And just look at the economic trouble that is causing all of us right now.  God wants us to have nice things but he does not want us to gain off of the misused labors of others.  God is a giver, not a taker.  He wants us to behave as does he.  When he wants something, he sows a seed.  He gives his way into what he desires.  He sowed his only child and got back many sons and daughters.  That is how his kingdom works.  Let us build our lives on the same principles God uses.  Rather than using people for our gain and our purposes, let us bless those around us; building our house in righteousness rather than selfishness.
609. Tuesday, April 28, 2009
re-used 9/24/15
Luke 12: 25
"And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life's span?”

What are you worrying about?  Jesus told us not to worry about anything.  What good is worry going to do us?  It distracts us from keeping our thoughts on the God of our breakthrough and therefore prolongs the misery.  We need to keep our thoughts on the promises of God and his ability to meet all of our needs.  When we think on the problem, we elevate it in our minds.  It becomes our God in that we are looking at it instead of Jesus and our gracious Father.  We meditate on the problem, turning it over and over in our minds.  In the end, there is usually very little we can do towards the solution anyway.  Even what we are able to do may be completely out of the will of God.  We need to really work on turning our problems over to Him and getting our minds focused on His goodness.  Meditate on God the Father and his lovingkindness rather than the problems this world presents you.  What are you worried about today?
610. Wednesday, April 29, 2009

re-used 10/19/15
1 Peter 5: 7
Casting all your care upon Him for He cares for you.

This is the instruction the Lord gives for all the worry and care that plague you.  Give it to Him.  Roll all of the care of your problems and concerns over onto Him.  Take the problem and mentally see yourself putting it in God’s “In” box.  Write it on a piece of paper and make an “In” box if you need to but get that junk out of your mind and out of your Spirit.  Put it in to the hands of He who is well able to resolve all of the problems.  All that junk just hampers your creativity and takes your mind off of your relationship with your Father.  Turn off that stuff and turn your thoughts on to the God of creation.  Hand the problem to Him in prayer and then move on.  He is waiting to take on every single problem in your life.  Give Him a job.
611. Thursday, April 30, 2009

re-used 10/20/15
Habakkuk 2: 2

"Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it.

This verse is the anchor pin of a good goal setting seminar.  God told the people that he was going to give them a message in the form of a vision.  He then instructed them to write down the vision so that the person who reads it might be able to “run with it.”  That language is used in the figurative sense.  God wanted it written down so that it would not be forgotten and so that it could be reviewed systematically.  He wanted it written in plain language so that it could be clearly understood by all and so they could aggressively go after the goal.  God was teaching here as well.  He is telling us today to write down the vision he gives us; the vision for our goals, future and calling.  Having written it down, review it daily.  When we do so, it is easier to daily pursue our dreams and goals.  You’ve got to have it written down and in front of your eyes in order to keep you on target for the big things God has for you.

612. Friday, May 1, 2009

re-used 10/21/15
Psalm 32: 8
I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon you.

I am always attracted to the many scriptures that tell us that God will lead us and teach us.  It seems to me that as long as we have his counsel, that he is guiding our steps and instructing us, that there is really no need left in our lives.  He can always lead us into what we need and also give us wisdom and knowledge for each situation.  With God leading us, we can never go too far astray.  Perhaps we do not always listen as well as we might but he is right there to help us get back on the right path.  His eye is on us, looking over us and watching out for us.  We are certainly blessed.  Incline your ear towards him so that you will better hear the instruction of the Lord.
613. Monday, May 4, 2009

1 Peter 4: 8
Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.

This is interesting advice, especially coming from Peter.  Peter was a little rough.  He would cut your ear off if he didn’t like what you were about.  Yet here he is telling us that above all else put love.  This is not exactly the message one would expect from Peter.  Jesus had an influence on the person of Peter though, the same way He, Jesus, influences us today.  The more any of us hangs around Jesus, the more we are transformed into the image of Him through the renewing of our minds.  Although Peter was a rough and ready man, he learned that love is the most important thing of all.  He knows that we all make mistakes and that there are many times we might wish to take back a thought, word or action.  He also understood though, that if we will all major on love, we will overcome those other slip ups.  We are not expected to be perfect in a day but by putting love in first place, we are certainly moving in the right direction.

614. Tuesday, May 5, 2009

re-used 10/1/15
Luke 6: 49
But the one who has heard, and has not acted accordingly, is like a man who built a house upon the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed and the ruin of that house was great.

Jesus was imploring his followers to not only listen to His words but also to act upon them.  He tells us that by listening and acting upon his words, we build a strong foundation for our lives; a foundation so strong, in fact, that it can withstand all of the storms of life.  Those who don’t listen at all and even those who listen but never put Jesus’ words to work in their lives will experience great ruin when the storm comes.  What words is Jesus specifically talking about?  The first is his commandment to love.  We are also taught to be merciful and to forgive.  All we need do is read all of the type that is in red in the New Testament and we will have a great synthesis of the actions that should be evident in our lives.  Jesus teaches us how we should behave.  His teaching is designed to help us withstand the storms.  In other words, it is for our own good that he teaches the things he does.  He is not trying to take anything away from us.  He is trying to give us life and that more abundantly.
615. Wednesday, May 6, 2009

re-used 10/22/15
Malachi 2: 10
Do we not all have one father?  Has not one God created us?  Why do we deal treacherously each against his brother so as to profane the covenant of our fathers?

This verse can relate to many issues among human relations.  It speaks to race divisions, gender schism or any other group we can split off from ourselves.  Even amongst those we call brother, we deal treacherously and with discrimination and criticism.  This verse brought to my mind the separation many of us experience and even nurture between various denominations of our own faith.  As if there is not enough separation of people by our different religions, those of us of one household (if you will), the protestants, deal unkindly with each other.  We sometimes speak disparagingly of other denominations and/or their beliefs.  

We should not be preaching against other denominations.  Which one of us holds all of the truths? There is one truth we must all embrace and that is Himself, Jesus, the Christ who said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life (John 14: 6).  From there we need to learn to appreciate that we are all one with the Father.  We have one Father.  We do not have to agree on every point of doctrine if we will put love in first place.  With love we are able to do all things, even tolerate our brothers.

616. Thursday, May 7, 2009

Mark 11: 23     (KJV)
For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.  
The question is, “What are we saying?”  If we shall have whatever we say, then what are we saying?  Our circumstances today reflect those things which we have said in the past.

We have looked at this scripture recently but even since then God has strongly impressed upon me that we all need to look at it again.  We need to get on this scripture until we really comprehend how powerful and necessary our words are to our living a successful life.  I am listening to a excellent CD series by Billye Brim and Gloria Copeland entitled, Living in the Last Days.  Billye Brim’s son had an encounter with God at a time when the son was frustrated and perhaps a little bit lost.  He inquired of God if, how and when the promises of God work and wondered if he had somehow dispossessed himself of the blessings of God.  God responded to him and led him to this scripture.  God told him that the way His kingdom is set up, words have the creative power to bring about those things for which we pray.  God told him that he must confess the word of God over the situations in our lives.  For example, if you are not completely healed in every part of your body, if you are praying for and believing God for health and healing, then everyday, at least twice a day, you should confess a healing scripture such as, “by His wounds I am healed” (paraphrase of 1 Peter 2: 24).  If it is finances that you are working on, then speak something like Proverb 28:25, “he who trusts in the Lord will prosper.”  If you are working on both then use 3 John 2: “Beloved, I wish above all things that you may prosper and be in health, even as your soul prospers.”

Write out a list of confessions.  Say them aloud twice a day.  Use them also every time a negative thought comes into your mind about your situation.  It is not enough that we just stop confessing negative over our lives.  We now need to fill our mouths and hearts with the good news about what God says about our circumstances.  We need to talk like him.  He has given us this creative power and he expects us to use it to his glory.  Keep confessing God’s words until you believe it.  As your faith grows and you send God’s words out, you will see God’s blessing working in every area of your life.  Amen.
617. Friday, May 8, 2009

re-used 10/26/15
Romans 10: 9

(New Living Translation)
If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

This verse shows how the Kingdom of God works.  In order to receive salvation we must believe with our hearts and confess with our mouths.  Now, how do you suppose we are to receive anything and everything else?  We are to believe in our hearts and confess with our mouths.  Once you know the will of God for a situation, the methodology is the same.  Keep confessing the scripture that covers your situation until the promise of God materializes in this earth.  He has already given us everything in the heavenly realm (Eph. 1: 3) so all we have to do is appropriate it, transferring the blessing into the physical earth.  We do that by speaking faith filled words.  Our faith in God’s promise is what translates that blessing into the earth.  We must continue to say out of our mouths that which God says about the situation.  Then we shall have the promised blessing.
618. Monday, May 11, 2009

re-used 10/27/15
1 Peter 1: 5
…who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

It is important for us to remind ourselves that God has provided for our protection.  It is his power that saves us but that power is at work through our faith.  His power is activated and operated through our faith.  When we speak words of faith, we activate his power in our lives.  We say out of our mouths that God is our fortress and our protector; he is our shield and our refuge.  When we do speak these strong words of faith, the power of God comes on the scene to fulfill its role.  God said that his word never returns to him void without having accomplished that for which it was sent (Isaiah 55:11).  So when we boldly profess his word regarding protection, that word must bring about God’s protective forces.  His angels are standing by to do the works of the Lord and they hearken to His word.  Appropriate all of God’s blessings for yourself by boldly declaring all that God has promised you.
619. Tuesday, May 12, 2009
Re-used 10/28/15
1 Peter 4: 10
As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another.

God has sown his good gifts into the Body of Christ for the building up of the entire body.  You have different gifts than do I.  Yours are different than your best friend’s likely.  That is because we are supposed to use our gifts collectively to build a stronger house.  There is no purpose in two of us having the same gifts as there is no reason for us to have two plumbers and no electrician.  No one’s job is more important than another’s.  It takes them all in order to build a strong house.  Are you gifted?  Are you blessed?  Those blessing and gifts are for you to use to build up others.  If you are blessed, then you should be seeking out ways to bless others.  God wants to bless you but he also wants you to grow up and be like him.  What does that mean?  He wants you to outgrow being a consumer only and become a sower.  He will continue to sow good things in your life but don’t be the clog in the plumbing.  Keep that blessing moving.  The more you sow, the more there will be for others to sow with.  
620. Wednesday, May 13, 2009

re-used 10/29/15
1 Peter 3: 8-9
To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.

We really need to get this message.  Time and time again we are told to trade blessing for cursing but there really isn’t much that is harder than to bless some that is a thorn in your flesh.  It seems like God is being unfair with us and that he is asking the impossible of us.  Well, two things about that.  First, he is asking the impossible.  You probably cannot do this in your own strength.  I know I cannot.  But the weak say, “I am strong.”  When it is impossible to you, then you have to allow His power to work through you.  Secondly, God is not trying to get something from you.  He is trying to get something to you.  Look at the last sentence.  God often requires things from us.  We need to get it in our heads that he does that in order that we may receive a blessing.  He needs us to cooperate with Him so that he can get the blessing into our lives.  When will we just learn to trust him?  When will we believe that he is a good God and that he wants to bestow good on us?  You were called for that very purpose, that God may show you the exceeding goodness of himself in Christ Jesus.  So forgive others.  Do not get into strife no matter how much the other person tempts you.  Meet annoyance and persecution with blessing.  Be humble and harmonious no matter how difficult.  Through this God’s purpose in the world comes.
621. Thursday, May 14, 2009
re-used 10/30/15
Psalm 34: 12-13
Who is the man who desires life, and loves length of days that he may see good?  Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.

Do you desire good life?  Do you desire to have a long life filled with the goodness of God?  David tells us in this psalm how to get just that.  He instructs us to keep our lips holy unto God.  Speak words of life and healing rather than words of death and destruction.  Don’t indulge in telling lies or even telling half truths because that is also deceitful.

Every time you open your mouth about a situation you can either give a report on what the devil is doing or you can report on what God is doing.  You can say, “Oh, my knee hurts,” reporting on the hard work of the devil.  Or you can say, “By his stripes, I am healed,” telling of the good works of God.

If you desire a long life filled with the promises of God, then you need to fill your mouth with the good news of the Lord.  Speak out of your own mouth all that he says regarding every situation in your life.  Are you broke?  Or are you rich?  Are you sick or are you healed?  What does God say about your situation?  Find out if you don’t know and then repeat what he says.
622. Friday, May 15, 2009

re-used 11/2/15

Romans 8: 32
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son (John 3:16).  What will he not give us now that He has given us His best?  Sometimes people have difficulty grasping that Father God is interested in every single aspect of their lives and furthermore that He is willing to help them in all things.  But this verse really brings home to us the message that God is more than willing to do all things for you.  He is more than willing to give to you all the things you need or want.  After all, he sent His only son so that we could be reconciled unto Him.  Certainly he did not do that only to remain estranged and far removed from us.  No.  He has called us into the kingdom of His dear Son so that we can be one with him.  He wants to be a good father to us.  He will certainly give us all these other things; things we need, things we want.  We just seek Him and he adds all the other things so that we never even have to go after them for ourselves.  Save your energy.  Do not strive for your needs or desires of your heart.  After all, He has already provided for your eternal life and blessing.  Will he not provide for you in this life too?  Will he give you His very best and then withhold the lesser part?  I don’t think so.  He gives freely and not sparingly to those who love Him.
623. Monday, May 18, 2009
re-used 11/3/15

Romans 8: 34



Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

Jesus completed his work on earth and is now seated at the right hand of the Father.  And what does Jesus do now?  Is he retired?  No.  He talks to the Father about our needs.  I’ll bet he brags on us too.  I can imagine him saying, “Father, just look at that child of yours, how she has reacted in love to that person.  Father, send a special blessing to that child of yours.”  Can you imagine that?  How wonderful.  And when he sees us struggling, he tells the Father that we need a little help.  What a magnificent thing this is.  Jesus sits next to our heavenly Father and prays on our behalf.  Thank you Jesus!
624. Tuesday, May 19, 2009
re-used 11/4/15
Psalm 34: 10
But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing.

Matthew 6: 33 says, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.”  Christians do not have to run around seeking after “things,” even things they need.  In Philippians 4: 19 God promises us he will provide for our needs.  Our role and function in this relationship we have with Him is to seek Him.  It is His responsibility to provide for our needs as well as everything else.  The above verse says we will not lack any good thing.

I do not say this is always an easy thing to do though.  The cares of the world come and choke out the Word that was planted in our hearts (Matthew 13: 22).  But take a care.  Put your effort and energy into reviving that Word in you and sow the Word of the living God into your heart and He will be able to move on your behalf to meet your needs and your desires.  Seek Him!  Seek Him and don’t worry about the things of this world.  You will choke on the cares of this world.  And there is no point when it is His good pleasure to give you those things you want.  Seek the Lord.  Seek His face continually.  Let your energy go into seeking him.  “I will be found by you” says the Lord as written in Jeremiah 29: 14.  Seek him and you will find him and every good thing will be added to you in His name.

625. Wednesday, May 20, 2009
re-used 11/5/15
Psalm 145: 18
The Lord is near to all who call upon Him.

At some point in time we have to decide to simply believe the words of the Bible.  We have to move on from wanting everything to be proved to us and arrive at belief.  We are said to be “believers” but just what is it that we believe?  I want you today to choose to believe that God is with you.  When your life is troubled or even very busy, you may not feel like God is close to you.  But we do not go by feelings.  We go by faith.  This is where belief in God and his Word needs to be preeminent.  Belief in the Word needs to rise up so that it can strengthen you.  Know that he is near you as you call upon Him.  Do not doubt that he is right there for you.  He is working on your behalf even when you cannot see his work or feel his presence.  Don’t doubt it for a second.  You are precious to Him and nothing you do or say escapes His notice.  The Lord is near you today.  What have you to say to Him?

626. Thursday, May 21, 2009
re-used 11/6/15
Proverb 6: 2
. . . snared with the words of your mouth, have been caught with the words of your mouth.

The words of our mouths; by them we shall live victoriously or be snared.  If you knew for a fact that whatever you say is what you are going to get, would you change some of the things you are saying?  Would you speak differently about your children, your health?  What about your job?  We need to get a revelation about the words we speak.  God used words to create the whole universe (Hebrews 11:3). And He sustains the world by the "word of his power" (Hebrews 1: 3). Words are powerful.  They are going to determine where we are five years from now. So the question is, “What are we saying?”  
I heard a story about a man who confessed over and over again that he was going to die young?  Guess what?  He did.  Athletes use positive affirmations in their work.  They know that they are determining outcomes with their words.  All sorts of Positive Mental Attitude speakers and authors have taught how powerful words are in people’s lives.  It seems most of us, though, have not wholly grasped the enormous authority that our words have.  If we had, we would guard very carefully the things we say.  We would not claim disease as “my” heart disease or “my” diabetes.  Don’t own it.  Don’t claim it.  Give it back to the devil since he seems to like those things so much.  

The Bible says that life and death are in the power of the tongue (Proverb 18: 21).  Take some time to notice what words you speak.  Then maybe even take some time to write out the things you would like to see manifested in your life.  Speak those good results and teach others to do the same.  We will have in the future what we speak now.  Let us all speak good of ourselves and our futures.   
627. Friday, May 22, 2009

re-used 9/22/15
James 1: 5
But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
We all need wisdom.  And we know where we can get it.  What great news that he gives to us all generously.  You can trust that if you need wisdom for a problem, he will give it to you.  He has promised and he is not a man that he should lie (Numbers 23: 19).

We do not have to live our lives like the unsaved, wondering what to do all of the time.  We can simply ask the Father.  That is how we are able to live a life without worry.  We role the cares of the problems over to our Father God and we ask him to give us insight and wisdom into the things we should do.  We pray, “Show me what I should do in this situation,” and then we enter into his rest.  It could be that he does not want you to do anything.  His wisdom will guide you.  In every situation, ask God for his wisdom on the matter.  Don’t worry yourself to death trying to come up with the answers.  That is really not your job.  God does not want you burdened down with all of those issues.  Just ask for his wisdom and his guidance and then let it go.  Do all that he instructs you to do and nothing that he doesn’t.  He is the one person we want advice from and He is always available to give us sagely advice from the reservoir of His infinite wisdom.
628. Tuesday, May 26, 2009
re-used November 10, 2015
Psalm 20: 6
Now I know that the Lord saves His anointed.

Who are the anointed of God?  These are his saints.  God has separated you unto himself.  You are a chosen people, a holy race.  God sent Jesus into this earth in order to make it so.  That is what it took to separate you into a holy and secure place in the Lord.  It took no effort on your part other than that you receive his anointing; receive his gift of salvation.  When you did, you became set apart unto him.  With that comes all the blessing of being his chosen.  You have been anointed in the blood of Jesus rather than in oil.  This was God’s will for you.  It is the fulfillment of his desire so that he may care for you; so that you could partake of all of the blessing that inures to the anointed of the Lord.  You, no matter how insignificant you may sometimes feel that you are, are the anointed of the Lord.  You are highly favored and chosen so that he may show his goodness to you.  You, though, must receive it.  He prizes you highly above all things.  He desires you and longs to be in deeper fellowship with you.  You, though, are the captain in that relationship.  He has saved you by his righteous right hand and will walk with you in all things.
629. Wednesday, May 27, 2009

re-used 11/11/15
Mark 4: 8 
Multiplication
"Other seeds fell into the good soil, and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a crop and produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.
In this passage and its accompanying verses, Jesus explains how the Kingdom of God works.  It turns out that God multiplies.  Why is this important for you and me to know?  Consider the story of the widow in 2 Kings 4.  This widow went to Elisha complaining of her financial need and telling Elisha that the creditor had come to her door to take her two sons so that they might be his slaves in order to satisfy the debt.  This woman was broke.  She had no funds to give to the creditor in order to save her sons.  And yet Elisha’s response to her was, “Tell me, what do you have in the house?"  I bet she wanted to say, “I don’t have anything you old fool.  That is why I am here.”  But she didn’t.  Instead she answered; I have nothing “except a jar of oil.”  So, Elisha says Ok, go get every kind of jar, pot and vessel that you can borrow and don’t just get a few.  So she went to her neighbors and borrowed every kind of container she could.  When she had obeyed that command, Elisha had her pour out her little bit of oil into the first container.  Behold, after the first container was filled, there remained oil in her jar so she poured out into the second container.  The oil remained until every vessel was full.  The miracle was only limited by her obedience to collect many pots.  Fortunately she did obey and she ended up with enough oil to pay off the creditor and live on the proceeds after that.  

The widow in 1 Kings 17: 12 had a little bit of flour and a little bit of oil.  She was gathering sticks to make a fire.  Then she was going to make a pancake for her and one for her son and then they were going to lie down and die.  She was really destitute.  But she didn’t know about the law of multiplication.  She didn’t know it but she was wealthier in seed than Elisha’s widow because she had some flour and some oil.  The prophet Elijah told her; make me a little bread before you carry out your plan.  See God often has a different plan than ours.  She did as Elijah required and God multiplied her bowl and her jar so that from then on she ran out of neither flour nor oil.  

Maybe you need a breakthrough in some area of your life.  Well, you need some seed.  Maybe God is requiring you to sow some seed.  Like Elisha said to the widow, “What do you have?”  Maybe you need to give into someone else’s life so that God can multiply your seed thirty, sixty or a hundredfold.  Maybe you don’t have much.  Maybe you are like one of the women in these stories but understand that God gets your miracle to you by multiplying the seed that you sow.  You’ve got to give him something to work with.  Then he will make your miracle.

630. Thursday, May 28, 2009

Isaiah 32: 17-18
The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever. 

My people will live in peaceful dwelling places, in secure homes, in undisturbed places of rest.

Righteousness means being in right standing with God.  People are considered righteous when they follow the precepts and commands of God.  And this is not a heavy burden that we do as God has instructed us because the fruit that it yields is in excess of the difficulty of walking in righteousness.  Jesus gave us one command, that we love one another as he loved us (John 13: 34).  His love for us was unselfish.  He gave up himself for us.  He put others; their needs and wants; ahead of his own desires or needs.  He wants us to behave in that same way towards others.  As we walk in his kind of love and forgiveness, our homes become homes of peace where we can both lie down and rest.  We live securely and peace follows us everywhere we go.  And there will be a quiet confidence in our person.  We will enjoy the peace of God because we have rolled our cares over to him and we walk in the confidence which is derived from that trust in him and in his love.
631. Friday, May 29, 2009

re-used 11/12/15
Isaiah 33: 5-6

5 The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high;
         He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness. 
6And He will be the stability of your times,
         A wealth of salvation, wisdom and knowledge;
         The fear of the LORD is his treasure.
God gives us His justice and righteousness.  The Bible says that we have become the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5: 21).  We do not have to manufacture our own justice and righteousness.  We have only to walk in His righteousness.

As we do, besides becoming our peace (see yesterday’s word), he also becomes our stability.  Another translation says that He becomes a “sure foundation” for us.  In Him is a wealth of salvation for every situation.  He saves us in all things.  His salvation is even more full than only the salvation unto eternity with Him. He saves you anytime you need saving.  We also receive a wealth of wisdom and knowledge so that we have His wisdom and knowledge for every circumstance of life.

And, as if that was not enough, we also walk in the reverence of the Lord, which is a gift from Him too.  The reverence of the Lord, that relationship that we learn to walk in is a treasure trove in and of itself.  Once you have the reverential love of the Lord in your heart, you have the key to unlocking anything and everything.  It is the wisdom of God.  The scripture says that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Proverb 9: 10).  You will not have need of anything because His wisdom, knowledge and power are on the scene to lead you into all righteousness which also leads you into all other things too.  It is a cycle that keeps you filled up with all of the goodness of the Lord.
632. Monday, June 1, 2009

re-used 11/16/15
James 1: 26
(NIV)

If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.

The New Living Translation of this verse is even more direct.  It reads, “If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless.”
That is straight forward but it sounds a bit harsh.  James is trying to get across to us just how important the words of our mouth are.  You cannot have an effectual religion and an unsaved mouth.  That is just how it is.  In this chapter James is writing about being an effectual doer of the word.  He then says you cannot accomplish this if you cannot tame your tongue.  

There are many scriptures in the Bible about the words we speak.  It seems to me that in this passage, James effectively refers to the body of verses about the tongue saying to us that you have heard all of these verses but still you let your mouth wander off in any direction it chooses.  He tells us that we will never attain to effectual faith if we don’t once and for all get a bridle on our tongues.  He wants to wake us up to the power of the tongue.

We must first grasp the importance of this and then learn how we are to use words in our every day lives.  If we do not, James says our religion is worthless.  I do not want my faith to be of no use and I am sure you do not either.  Let us examine the words we speak.  Let us begin to guard the words of our mouth jealously.  Let us draw together with a determined purpose; to focus our attention on the words of our mouths and help each other to have victory in this most important area.
633. Tuesday, June 2, 2009

re-used 11/17/15
Romans 15: 7
Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.

God has not called us to be separatists but rather to love one another in the unity of His great love for us all.  Neither did he call us to be judges, neither of the brethren nor of the world.  This is a great temptation for us all.  We know the way he has called us to righteousness.  We have seen in his word behaviors he has told us to stay away from so it is easy for us to say that those things are wrong and judge people who participate in them.  Sometimes we go even further.  We judge those who are different from us or practice their faith in a different way.  We need to remind ourselves that we are called into unity with one another and that Jesus gave us only one commandment.  That is that we love one another as he loved us.  His love was sacrificial; putting our needs before his own. When we can get that one commandment down we will not have to worry about judging others.  We will receive them in love.  We will accept everyone even as Christ accepted us.
634. Wednesday, June 3, 2009

re-used 11/20/15
James 4: 8
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.

Do you desire a close personal relationship with God?  Do you really want to be one of the people that talks with God, rather than at Him?  Well, you can be.  That kind of closeness and relationship is available for as many as who desire it.  You have to initiate that kind of rapport though.  God has given us free will and He is not going to violate yours.  He is not going to force you into a close friendship with Him.  But, if you initiate it, then He will joyously join you.

But how do you really draw near to God?  The first and easiest thing to do is to spend time in His word.  His word is part of Himself.  When you read and search the word of God, you search the heart and mind of God.  You will learn a lot about Him and you will find Him in those pages.  

Secondly, spend time talking to Him.  Forget traditional ideas of prayer.  Just talk to Him like He was your best friend.  He likes being part of everything that is important to you.  Tell Him everything.  Talk to Him about everything.

Lastly, learn to praise Him and be appreciative of all that He does for you.  In the beginning you might not be aware of how many things He does for you in a day but as your relationship grows, you will begin to see His fingerprints on many things in your life.  When you sincerely tell any friend how important they are to your life, it always draws the two of you closer.  Learn to express your gratitude.

As you begin to do any of these things you will find your relationship with Him growing and becoming closer.  It all begins with drawing closer to Him.
635. Thursday, June 4, 2009
re-used 11/24/15
Romans 16: 20
I want you to be wise in what is good, and innocent in what is evil.  And the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.

I am sometimes amazed at people whose lives are filled with chaos.  They have an uncanny ability to live in the midst of turmoil.  As for me, I need peace.  I want a life of calm.  In this passage, Paul teaches us how to have that peace.  One thing I love about this verse is that God himself will provide his peace.  He will do it by crushing the devil under our feet.  I love that!  But you see, for the person of chaos, they are constantly inviting the spirit of chaos to rule in their lives.  I think some people are addicted to the drama.  But for those of us who love peace, God has told us that if we will focus on those things which are good and pure, and will avoid all things which are from Satan’s camp (lying, cheating, back-stabbing, gossiping, etc.) then the peace from God will make its abode with us.  
636. Friday, June 5, 2009

re-used 11/25/15
John 16: 5, 7 and John 15: 26
But now I am going to Him who sent Me.  But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness of Me.

When Jesus went home to be with our Father, he sent a helper to us.  This helper is the Holy Spirit of promise.  In Acts 1: 4 Jesus commanded his disciples to remain in Jerusalem until they received what the Father had promised telling them that they would receive power when they received the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  We are now living in the promised Age of the Holy Spirit.

The 1st Testament was about Father God.  We see God, himself, interacting with his people.  The Old Testament looked forward to the coming of Jesus with much prophecy.  The second Testament or the New Testament is about the life and ministry of Jesus. Every thing changed in the earth as a result of Jesus’ ministry.  Everyone who wrote in the New Testament times wrote in respect to the new covenant which was bought by and ushered in by Jesus the Christ.

Jesus looked forward to another time too, just like the Old Testament prophets did.  He prophesied about the coming of the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Holy Trinity.  We are now living in the days of the Third Testament.  This is the time of the Holy Spirit.  We are to learn about him just like the New Testament people learned about Jesus.  As we develop in our relationship and understanding of working with the Holy Spirit, we look forward to another time too.  We await the second coming of Christ.  Each of the three persons of the trinity will have their own age and we are to get to know each of them in their individuality as well as the collective God head.  Then Christ will return in all His glory and we will all be caught up with him and live eternity with God, The Father; Jesus, the son; and the Holy Spirit..
637. Monday, June 8, 2009

re-used 12/1/15
1 Thessalonians 5: 11
Therefore, encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

Each day presents us with opportunities to interact with other people.  Do we ignore people or do we say a friendly “Hello?”  Do we spend more time tearing people down or building them up?  You have so much power.  You can strongly affect other people’s day or even their self-esteem.  And how do we talk to children?  Do we allow them to make mistakes and encourage them or are we always critical and reproving?  Do you encourage and build up the children around you?  I wish to encourage you to use your power for good.  Reach out to people.  Say “Hello” to strangers.  Encourage someone who is down or who makes a mistake.  Build people up and make them stronger.  And pray for others as you do.  You will be doing your heavenly Father a big favor and he will be very proud of you.  
638. Tuesday, June 9, 2009

re-used 12/4/15
Acts 18: 9 - 10
And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, “Do not be afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city.”

Whatever God gives you to say, speak with confidence and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus said that he has many people in the city.  He is telling us that he has people who are praying for the word to be preached, for the word to be taught.  He has praying people whose prayers are supporting you and pulling on your anointing.

I heard a story told by a bible teacher of a man that had been involved in the occult.  He was a witch doctor and his father was a witch doctor.  The man is now a Christian but was telling how is father trained him in the things of the occult.  The father pointed out one little village and said, “We will not be putting any curses on that little village.”  When the son asked why, the father responded, “Because a Christian lives there.”  Because one Christian lived in that village, the whole village was protected from the curse.

Brother, when someone goes to attack you because you are spreading the gospel, they are in for some trouble.  Go forward in faith and courage for the God of all creation is on your side and he has assigned praying people to guard your back.  Obey the Lord in everything he has given you to do and do not fear.
639. Wednesday, June 10, 2009

re-used 12/7/15
1 Kings 22: 5
Moreover, Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “Please inquire first for the word of the Lord.”

The king of Israel, Ahab, had asked the king of Judah, Jehoshaphat, to go up with him against another army to take some land that he thought belonged in the kingdom of Israel.  Jehoshaphat answered that they were as brothers, that his people were Ahab’s people and his horses were Ahab’s horses.  He was practically committed to helping Israel just by their closeness, but still, he required Ahab to pray about this war before he went up against the army.

We could all stand to take a page out of Jehoshaphat’s book.  We should pray about everything before we give our answer.  Before we undertake anything, even our drive to work, we ought to say a prayer.  Every time even a small decision is required, stop and ask the Lord what he advises.  He cares about everything in your life; even the things that you think are small and insignificant.  He has great insight and can save you a lot of time and effort.  Remember Jehoshaphat and when you have a decision to make call on God for direction and assistance.
640. Thursday, June 11, 2009
re-used 12/8/15
Psalm 32: 6
Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to Thee in a time when Thou mayest be found; surely in a flood of great waters they shall not reach him.

When should you pray in response to a calamity?  Today!  When you are in a crisis is no time to begin praying.  It is the daily prayer, the continual prayer that helps you to be able to stand in the time of great pressure.  When the challenge comes, your deep, abiding trust in the Lord arises because you have been daily praying to him.  

You can hear him a lot better when you are quiet too.  You need the calm, quiet time to build yourself up and to hear from Father.  In a crisis is no time to try to start that.  When you have laid in layer after layer of prayer in your heart and thereby drawn closer to the Lord and more secure in your relationship with him, all that prayer comes to your defense when you need it.  Pray now, when you are not over-stressed so that in the time of great need your defenses are fully arrayed. Your armor will already be on you and the weapon of our warfare, the Word, will be in your heart at the ready. 
641. Friday, June 12, 2009

re-used 12/9/15
Psalm 133: 1
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!

We have opportunities everyday to get offended and/or get in strife.  God is looking for people who can hang on to their peace even when things challenge them.  This is no easy task in today’s world.  Just driving to the grocery store and back can be enough to steal every bit of peace you have; not to mention the time you spend in the store waiting in line, etc.  There is no shortage of chances to let your emotions get wrought up.  What can we do to stay in peace in the midst of the daily turmoil?  We have to rise above it.  We ask the Holy Spirit to help us be at peace and maintain our peace.  We are not going to change every driver out there so we must get Jesus to help us. Not all of our co-workers, family members or even church members are going to walk in a manner that makes it easy for us to stay out of strife.  None the less, Jesus said that he gave us his peace (John 14: 27).  We must refuse to let the devil hop up and down on our buttons and cause us to get stirred up.  Only by yielding to Jesus and allowing the Holy Spirit to do a work in us are we going to be able to walk in this world but not be of it.  Jesus has within himself the power to overcome these obstacles to our love walk.  He told us that he has overcome the world so by and through him we are overcomers too.  Hold on to your peace.  Follow peace.  Don’t let others get you into strife and dissention.  Let us exemplify Christ in our unity and communion with others.
642. Monday, June 15, 2009

re-used 12/10/15
John 14: 27

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.

Jesus left his peace here with us.  Jesus was able to walk through this world and remain in peace.  He did not let all of the nay-sayers get him down or steal his peace.  We don’t see him getting all riled up, except when the people used his father’s house as a farmers’ market.  Then he cleaned house.  He was called names; people tried to stone him and criticized his ministry.  Jesus was able to walk on through it all, though, and maintain his peace and his purpose. When he left the earth He left his peace with us.  He said that He doesn’t give as the world does.  He gives as only a true love can.  He left his own peace, the best of His peace. He didn’t leave anything out.  His peace is a supernatural peace rather than a worldly peace.  His has the power to soothe and comfort you even when circumstances are against you.  Even in your darkest hour, His peace is enough to calm and console you.  Don’t fear anything.  His peace has been given to you so that you can endure all without fainting.

643. Tuesday, June 16, 2009

re-used 12/11/15
John 16: 33
These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.
Jesus says to us, in this passage, that we can have peace “in” Him.  He has already overcome the world and all of its tribulation and trouble.  Being “in Him” means we do not have to participate in that tribulation.  Yes, there are always bumps in the road but because He has already overcome, we can keep our peace.  We do not have to get all upset and worried.  Really we should not.  He came so that we might have life in abundance (John 10:10).  As we roll all of our care onto him; putting our full trust in Him and in His victory, then we do not have to suffer the emotional turmoil that the world is tortured with.  Jesus is with us everyday and we are everyday learning to draw closer and closer to Him and into His peace.  He is, after all, the Prince of Peace.
644. Wednesday, June 17, 2009

re-used 12/14/15
Exodus 23: 20
Behold, I am going to send an angel before you to guard you along the way, and to bring you into the place which I have prepared.

God has a plan for you.  He has planned for your welfare and he has prepared a good place for you.  He has good plans for your life.  And he is leading you into that good place.  What’s more, he has sent his angel to guard you along the way even as he, himself, leads you.  His angel goes in front of you, preparing the path before you.  When you get to a segment of the path that was damaged or bumpy, the angel has already been there and smoothed it out for you.  God has not only prepared good things for you, but he is also at work to see that you arrive at that good place.  He has made preparations for bringing you into the place that he has planned for you.  Just keep following him.  He is marking the trail for you and leading you along the best course for you to arrive at your destination.

645. Thursday, June 18, 2009
re-used 12/15/15
Psalm 88: 2-3
Let my prayer come before Thee; incline Thine ear to my cry!  For my soul has had enough troubles.

I suppose most everyone has felt like the psalmist here at one time or another.  Have you ever felt that you have had enough troubles?  Well, the good news is that God is there at your cry.  When your soul is over burdened and over wrought, then empty it of all of its care by calling upon the name of the Lord.  Sometimes we need to get to the end of our rope before we will give all our care and worry to the Lord.  When we do, He is faithful to carry those burdens for us.  Do not wait until you cannot bear up any longer.  Empty your mind and emotions to Him in his throne room and allow Him to care for you as a loving father.  It is his desire to care for you anyway.  You do not have to do it all on your own. Are you tired; weary?  Call upon His name and allow him to help you.
646. Friday, June 19, 2009

re-used 12/16/15
1 John 4: 4
You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.

We are God’s little children and precious in his sight.  He cares for us as any good parent would look after their small children.  He is protection to us as well as leadership, guidance and even correction when necessary.  It was out of his great love that he sent his son in the first place.  Jesus is the perfect big brother.  He has fought the bully who has tried to pick on the younger, smaller siblings.  When we were defenseless, he arrived on the scene to overcome all manner of torment and aggression.  He defeated the devil and all of his cronies and purchased our freedom from the tyranny of our former bondage.  Now, in the freedom that Jesus purchased for us, we are overcomers because he lives in us and greater is he who lives in us than all of the problems, demons and challenges of this world.  Greater is Christ in us than anything the devil can throw at us.  When he tries to overcome us, even if by a horde of his devilment, we just shout the name of our big brother and He comes to our side and sets the bully into fearful flight.
647. Wednesday, July 8, 2009
re-used 12/17/15
1 John 5: 4
For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-our faith.

We are born of God as his dear children.  Jesus’ sacrifice purchased our lives from death and bondage and we have been translated into the Kingdom of Christ.  Because of Jesus, because of who he is in us, we overcome the world.  We have the ability and capacity in Him to overcome every trial, every obstacle.  It is our faith in Him that has made us overcomers.  We do not have to live as the world does.  We do not have to be victims to all that is in the world including economic depression or terrorist activity because we are born of God through Christ Jesus.  Much more happened to us when we were born again than just our eternal salvation.  We were adopted into the family of God and into the Kingdom of His dear son.  That has given us certain privileges and protections.  Imagine yourself as the child of the President of the United States.  What protections and privileges would you have?  Expand that many times over because God is more than a president, more than a king, more even than the king of the world.  He is the almighty majesty of the universe.  All things are under him and he is your Dad.
Gone to California for KCM Conference

648. Thursday, July 9, 2009
re-used 12/18/15
Luke 10: 42
You are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed.

Only one thing is needed.  There are many things which distract us and which seem important at the time.  Jesus told Martha that only one thing is needed.  That was the Word of God.  Martha’s sister, Mary, had chosen that one thing.  She was sitting at the feet of Jesus receiving the Word of God.  Jesus told Martha that this one thing, this one needed thing, would not be taken away from Mary.

We are confronted by so many challenges in a day.  Even as we seek answers sometimes we can become overwhelmed by the multitude of things we feel we must do in order to receive our relief.  Thank God for the Word of God and this teaching from Jesus.  When all is in chaos, we need only one thing, the Word of God.  

Jerry Savelle taught on this at the recent Kenneth Copeland convention in Long Beach, CA and I was impressed that our lives could be much easier and more simple if we can grasp the deep revelation of this passage.  There is really only thing that we need.  The Word of God will guide us and enlighten us.  In our day to day lives as well as in a time of need, there is only one thing which is needful.  Like Mary we choose that best part which is the Word of God.
649. Friday, July 10, 2009

re-used 12/21/15
Psalm 5: 12
Thou dost surround him with favor as with a shield.

All of your protection is in the Lord.  We claim it everyday according to Psalm 91.  In the same way, you are surrounded by the goodwill of the Lord.  You are to receive favor and walk in it.  You are to have favor with both God and man (Proverb 3: 4) and that favor surrounds you.  It encompasses you on every side.  No one nor any thing can come to you except through the favor of God.  Favor is the unmerited (you didn’t have to earn it) blessing of the Lord.  It is that people and God see you and receive you with goodwill and a kind heart.  They are willing to be gracious to you because you have an abundance of favor.  You can expect the best, not in an arrogant or cocky way because you did nothing to earn or deserve it.  You can receive it, though, in the graciousness of God.  Just because he loves you, he gives you favor.  Receive his favor and watch it bless your life daily.
650. Monday, July 13, 2009
reused 12/22/15
Exodus 14: 14

The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent.

The Amplified version of the Bible reads, “The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace and remain at rest.”  This is an easy scripture to read right over but if we will open our hearts and minds to it, it will grow into a very large ministry to our hearts.  There are many times that we want to fight our own battles but God told the Israelites to hold their peace.  In other words, stay still and keep your mouth shut.  God is going before you to fight your battles for you.  This was just before the Red Sea was parted and the Egyptians were swallowed up in it.  The Israelites had to do nothing but cross over on dry land.  The Lord did the rest.  Isaiah 43:2 reads, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.”  
Father God is leading us into trusting him at a new level.  He wants us to release our troubles to him, rely on him and watch the victory unfold before us while we retain our peace.  You just go to prayer and hold this scripture up to Him.  Tell him that you are going to let him handle this problem for you.  Then pray for (not about) the people involved in the situation.  Your life then becomes about the Lord Almighty and your trust in him rather than your cogent arguments or the persuasiveness of your speech.  Life is no longer about what you can accomplish through the force of your personality but rather how deeply you can trust your Father.  He is waiting for people to depend on him and the promises he has made to us.  Hold him to his word and let him deliver you.
651. Wednesday, July 15, 2009

re-used 12/23/15
Job 3:25


For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me.

It is a spiritual law that those things which we greatly fear, we will attract to us.  Why?  We meditate on it.  We roll is around and around in our minds until it takes on a life of its own.  As we think on that thing over which we are afraid, we experience many of the same emotions and almost to the same intensity level as if they really happened.  In our imagination they are real and they have life.  The next thing you know we start spitting that unbelief and fear out of our mouths.  Language is how God created all that is.  Our words have tremendous power in our lives.  So when we harbor fear and dread in our hearts we continually give it life until we finally give birth to that which we have most feared.  

But take heart!  Perfect love casts out fear (1 John 4: 18) and God is love (1 John 4: 8).  God is that perfect love which has been shed abroad in our hearts (Romans 5: 5).  Cast all of your care upon him; cast all that you fear into his hands because he cares for you (1 Peter 5: 7).  You now have no reason to fear.  He has taken all of the fear unto himself and given you his perfect love in its place.  Meditate on the depth of God’s love for you and you will be so full that there will be no place for that fear any longer.  Bless God!

652. Thursday, July 16, 2009

Isaiah 54: 17
No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me, declares the Lord.

Are you a servant of the Lord?  Is it he you serve?  Then take heart.  He is your vindicator.  Exodus 14:14 says, “The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent.”  This is your heritage.  You can claim this for yourself.  No weapon that is formed against you has power over you and anyone who attempts to wield it against you will themselves be condemned.  Do not worry over what the crowed says about you.  You must answer to the Lord your God only.  When you are right with him, then you walk in full confidence that he is your Lord and he will care for you.  You pray for those who accuse you or judge you.  They will need all the prayer they can get because the Lord your God is your vindicator and your guard.
653. Friday, July 17, 2009

re-used 1/4/16
Psalm 119: 97 - 98
O how I love Thy law!  It is my meditation all the day.  Thy commandments make me wiser than my enemies for they are ever mine.
It is the Word of the Lord that instructs us, protects us and guides us.  It is life to all who find it.  It is refreshment to their bones.  All who wish wisdom, peace and success can find those things in God’s word.  When we put his word in us, we are literally putting life into our very being.  We also find the wisdom we need for these trying times.  God said that we are to be the head and not the tail, above and not beneath.  He gave us his word so that through it we would rise to the top.  He sowed success and peace and every good thing in the pages of his word.  All we have to do is read his word and believe that which we read is truth.  He does not wish us to be uninformed so he gave us the book.  In it lies the wisdom of God and it is all ours for the taking.

654. Monday, July 20, 2009
re-used 1/5/16
Colossians 3: 12 - 13
And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

We are the chosen of God.  We have been adopted into the family of God by the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus and we are now joint heirs with Abraham.  We are holy and beloved.  Therefore, God wants us to walk in a manner worthy of our high calling.  We are to put on the character of Jesus and walk in Him and in the manner of his calling on us.  Our lives should be typified by compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and forgiveness.  For these are the characteristics of Christ himself and the life we now live we live in Him.  If anyone is lacking in any of these attributes, he should ask of the Lord Jesus and he who gives all freely will anoint you with all you need so that you might also walk in all the grace which he has poured out on mankind.  It is a high calling to walk in this kind of grace and fellowship.  It is the high calling of Jesus on our lives.  So put on Christ and be transformed.
655. Tuesday, July 21, 2009
re-used 1/6/16
James 1: 21
Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.

The Amplified version of the Bible says that the Word of God, implanted and rooted in our hearts has the ability to save our souls.  It is our hearts to which the Word of God must be sown.  It is one thing for us to know the Word with our minds and with our intelligence but that is not the way in which we have been instructed.  The Lord God is telling us that we must implant the Word into our hearts.  Once we do, it has the power to heal our souls.  God has not called us to an intellectual relationship with him.  He has called us to intimacy through the communion of our hearts with His.  Only then can we receive all that He has designed for us. Only then can we walk with him.  Only then will we be able to really know him and his plan for our lives.  He cannot minister to our deepest needs if he is consigned to our minds and our intellect.  He wants to be close and intimate with each of us.  When we open up our hearts to Him and to His word, then all the power of heaven comes to reside in our deepest being, leads us and save our souls.
656. Wednesday, July 22, 2009

re-used 1/7/16
Galatians 2: 20
I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.

So many times we try with all our might to be like Jesus.  We pray to the Father to make us more like Jesus and ask Jesus to help us conform ourselves to his image.  As is clear in this passage, though, that is not what we are to do.  We don’t have to be like Jesus.  Isn’t that a relief?  We are taught to surrender our lives to him so that he lives through us.  This is a very atypical thought for a society like ours.  Our society tends to be very “self” oriented and because we have been indoctrinated into this thinking we strive with all our might to accomplish lofty goals in ourselves.  While it is laudable from one perspective, that really is the worldly perspective.  God never called us to be saints apart from himself.  He called us into deep relationship with him wherein he lives an exalted life through us.  It is his job to live the life of Christ through us as we are the Body of Christ.  Our task is to get out of ourselves. It is, in a nutshell, to get ourselves off of our minds.  If we listen to our language we sometimes find that the pronoun “I” is much used, even overused.  It is not so much a question of what God wants you to do, but rather what you will allow him to do through you.  “I” no longer live.  “I” am dead.  The life I now live is the life of Christ in me.  If we, the church, can get this message deep down into our spirits, we will most certainly see an enormous change in ourselves, our churches and our community.
657. Monday, July 27, 2009
re-used 1/8/16
Proverb 3: 23 – 24
Then you will walk in your way securely, and your foot will not stumble.  When you lie down, you will not be afraid.

Those two verses contain some very nice promises.  I imagine that every person would greatly desire the security and steadiness spoken of in those two short verses.  They really include a rather large promise.  But the first word of the passage indicates that there is something which precedes this divine security.  The entire third proverb is about wisdom and Verse 21 tells what leads a person to this specific kind of protected existence.  We are directed to pursue wisdom and understanding and specifically to keep sound wisdom and discretion.  By wisdom, God created all the heavens and earth.  By them, we live in His secure place.  We are to live a discrete life, following God’s wisdom and his ways.  Wisdom is found by those who seek her.  She is found through the pages of his word and meditation therein.  Nothing can replace the time we individually spend with God’s word.  He is His word and He reveals Himself to us in these pages.  Seek wisdom for she will guard your way and be a lamp unto your feet.  You will live in peace and comfort.
658. Tuesday, July 28, 2009

re-used 1/10/16
Hebrews 4: 16
Therefore, let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Did you know that you can enter God’s throne room?  Did you realize that you are actually invited to do so?  Father God has made access to him available to each one of us so that we may receive the help we need.  Not only that, but we are also to enter boldly with confidence.  He is our Father not a far off, removed deity.  We can be like any child entering her Father’s office.  Children just barge into their parent’s offices without waiting just as if it was their own office.  In like manner, we are to go boldly to our Father’s office to talk with him and get whatever we need whenever we need it.  There is no guard at the door and you do not have to make an appointment.  He is waiting there for you even at this moment.  Whenever you can free up your schedule, he is available.  See yourself in your mind’s eye striding purposefully into throne room.  Walk in as a privileged guest, not as a meek servant.  Have your audience with the God of the universe, your Dad, and receive all that you need for this day.
659. Wednesday, July 29, 2009
re-used 1/12/16
1 Timothy 1: 14
(Amplified Version)
And the grace (unmerited favor and blessing) of our Lord actually flowed out superabundantly and beyond measure for me, accompanied by faith and love that are to be realized in Christ Jesus.

This passage was written by the Apostle Paul.  He was recounting how he blasphemed the Lord and persecuted the church.  Yet nonetheless, Christ, through grace, showed him mercy.  How is it that the Lord was willing and able to show such kindness to this man even while he was torturing and murdering Christians?  The mercy of the Lord and of our Father is beyond comprehension.   Jesus poured out on Paul superabundant favor and blessing.  It certainly was not because Paul earned it.  It comes just from the Father’s deep love.

Paul, unlike so many modern Christians, was able to receive God’s abundance.  Why?  I believe the answer is two-fold.  I think that one of the reasons Paul was able to receive God’s abundant, beyond measure grace is that he, first, completely knew that he was unworthy and undeserving.  This freed him to jus receive by grace.  He did not try to earn God’s favor because he knew that he was way beyond that.  

Secondly, I think that Paul was so humble and grateful that his heart was wide open before the Lord of grace.  I deeply desire for the American church to draw close to God just as Paul was intimate with him.  We see the abundant love and grace that the Father has for us.  Now if we can sincerely open ourselves to him the way Paul did, we might also walk in the kind of grace that was afforded Paul.  Let us not wait for God to knock us off our donkeys though.  Let us all, with blind faith, reach out to the source of all and invite him into the deepest part of our beings.

660. Thursday, July 30, 2009
re-used 1/13/16
Mark 10: 21

The Rich Young Ruler

And looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, “One thing you lack; go and sell all you possess, and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”

The body of Christ is so confused about finances.  The misconceptions and misunderstandings are prolific.  I find that it is difficult for many pastors to teach on the subject because they fear their congregation will misunderstand them and think that the pastor is trying to get something from them.  This is an area that is important for us to understand, especially in today’s economy.  We need to understand what God has to say about finances so that we can plot our course according to his way.  

This story of the rich, young ruler is one of the most misunderstood and misquoted of them all.  The first thing we might notice is that Jesus felt a love for this man.  He was a ruler and he was abundantly rich.  We have been taught that Jesus liked neither rulers nor rich people.  Well, you can throw that teaching straight in the garbage because it is in direct contradiction to the word of God.  This fellow was a man after Jesus’ own heart.  Jesus looked upon him with love, not disdain.  Jesus was so touched by the heart of this man that he wanted to fellow to follow him.

Now here we have a well propertied ruler.  The guy had kept his life straight, obeying the commandments all the days of his life.  This was apparently a profitable lifestyle because the chap ends up (at a young age) a ruler and very wealthy.  Jesus saw in the man the very characteristics that he was trying to teach to his followers.  This man was a living testament to Jesus’ teaching; except for one thing.  Jesus said that he lacked one thing.  What was that one thing?  Jesus did not tell us.  But he told the man to sell his stuff and follow Him.  Apparently Jesus intended that in following Him, the young man would gain the one thing he lacked.  

We have turned this story into an anti-wealth message when it is exactly the opposite.  Tomorrow we will delve further into this story and see what the Lord will teach us from it.
661. Friday, July 31, 2009


re-used 1/14/16
Mark 10:17-31
The Rich Young Ruler

And as He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him and began asking Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  And Jesus said to him “Why do you call me good?  No one is good except God alone.  You know the commandments, ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and your mother.’”  And he said the Him, “Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up.”  And looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess, and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”  But at these words his face fell, and he went away grieved, for he was one who owned much property.  And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!”  And the disciples were amazed at His words.  But Jesus answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is to enter the Kingdom of God.”  And they were even more astonished and said to Him, “Then who can be saved?”  Looking upon them, Jesus said, “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.”  Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.”  Jesus, said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, but that he shall receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.  But many who are first, will be last; and the last, first.”

“One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess, and give to the poor.
Above is the text for the entire story so that you can see it in context.  Try to read it with new eyes.  Try to read it without the wind of doctrine blowing through it.

In this excerpt I want you to see that Jesus did not tell the man to give away all that he had.  He told him to sell it.  The man did not have only money.  He owned much property.  That probably means real estate, but likely includes other property as well.  Jesus wanted the man to follow him and knew very well that the man could not manage all that property and go out on the road too.  Jesus wanted the man to convert the property into cash.  Then his assets would be portable.  In this more liquid form the man could have sown into many great works and projects.  Jesus wasn’t making the man bankrupt; he was teaching him how to work in the Kingdom of God.  He was going to teach him wealth management and growth according to God’s financial principles.  He was going to teach him the law of sowing and reaping.  The man would have ended up much wealthier by far.

662. Monday, August 3, 2009

Mark 10: 29-30
The Rich Young Ruler
Jesus, said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, but that he shall receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.

I said on Friday that Jesus would have made the rich, young ruler wealthier still if he would have obeyed Jesus.  So many people have taught this story is about becoming poor for Jesus.  What blasphemy!  Jesus said everyone who gives up something for his sake shall reap a hundred times more than what he gave up.  That, according to Jesus, is now, here in this life.  This whole discussion about the rich young ruler is not about salvation, it is about the here and now.  It is about how we are to walk and live in this life.  In the very last phrase of the very last sentence Jesus mentions the after life.  The Kingdom of God is not about salvation and eternal life. That is called the Kingdom of Heaven.  Jesus said that here, in this age, in this time we shall reap 100 times that which we give into his kingdom.  Do we not believe that there is kingdom work going on in the here and now?  Of course there is.  Jesus is trying to teach his disciples and the rich young ruler that there is increase in this earth.  The way you get increase is to sow seed.  

If you have one tomato and you eat it or consume it, then all you will have had is one tomato.  If, rather, you sow (or plant) that one tomato then your yield will be exponential.  How many tomatoes does one tomato yield?  It is hard to say.  One seed yields an entire plant which then yields many tomatoes.  There are many seeds in a tomato, many more than one plant’s worth.  The hundred fold return really is not that difficult.  It is easy to get a hundred tomatoes from one tomato.  But it is only easy if you sow that one tomato.  If you consume it, well, then there is no more.  Jesus for centuries has been trying to teach us to sow the one tomato so that we may have plenty for ourselves and an abundance left over to give to others.  
663. Tuesday, August 4, 2009

Mark 10: 23 - 26

The Rich Young Ruler

And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!”  And the disciples were amazed at His words.  But Jesus answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  And they were even more astonished and said to Him, “Then who can be saved?”

In Old Testament times cities were built with walls around them.  In the walls were many gates.  We read about some of those gates in the Bible.  The “eye of the needle” is the smaller door within the large gate.  During the daytime, the gates would stand open but in the evening the gates would be closed and barred.  If anyone wished admittance after the gates had been closed for the evening, the smaller door could be opened to permit them entrance.  The problem with the camels and the eye of the needle is that they could not fit through the eye burdened with their load.  In order for the camel to be able to go through the eye of the needle, the owner would have to unload his goods from the camel and then lead the camel through the entryway.  Then he would have to carry all the cargo through the door and then reload the camel.  A camel burdened with all the owner’s worldly goods just had a difficult time going through the door.  You see, it wasn’t impossible by any means, but it was a burden.  A broke man with no worldly goods could just walk through the door without delay.  

Possessions can be a burden.  You have to dust them and keep the maintenance up on them.  It is nice to own things but there is always responsibility that comes with it.  Jesus wanted the rich young ruler to follow him so that he, Jesus, could teach him all the things of the kingdom of God.  The young ruler, though, was burdened by the weight of his responsibilities.  It made it difficult for him to follow Jesus.  It was not impossible but there were difficulties.
664. Wednesday, August 5, 2009

re-used 1/20/16
Mark 10: 23 - 26

The Rich Young Ruler

And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!”  And the disciples were amazed at His words.  But Jesus answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  And they were even more astonished and said to Him, “Then who can be saved?”

If Jesus was teaching that rich people cannot get into heaven, then why were his own disciples astonished?  Why has this come as such a surprise to them?  After all, they have been following him around for sometime.  They were living in a totally different mindset than we are today.  Wealthy people were the spiritual leaders and all of the spiritual leaders and wise fathers were wealthy.  Abraham was very rich.  To the disciples this was like Jesus telling them that Father Abraham couldn’t get into heaven.  In their minds, if rich people couldn’t get into heaven, then no one could.  Furthermore, they were men of means.  Peter and his brother, Andrew, owned their own fishing business and James and John were partnered with their father in their own fishing business.  Matthew was a tax collector.  Tax collectors were wealthy and well educated though despised, probably because they collected taxes for the Roman authority.  Because of their wealth they were not only astonished but also a bit concerned.  You see that in their entreaty about leaving behind everything to follow Jesus.  They apparently didn’t sell everything they had because they reveal here that they left it at home.  They left their worldly goods behind.  They did not give it away.  Matthew used his immense wealth to throw Jesus a big party (Luke 5: 29).  He must have had a big house too because the scripture says “there was a great crowd.”  David was rich.  His son Solomon was the richest man in history, even to this day.  What sense would it have made to the disciples for Jesus to say that rich men couldn’t get into heaven?  Abraham was already there (see Luke 16).  

But Jesus was not telling them that rich people couldn’t or wouldn’t get into heaven.  He wasn’t even telling them that it is hard for them to get into heaven.  He did not even mention heaven until the last sentence.   How is this reconciled then?  Jesus was teaching them about the kingdom of God, not the kingdom of heaven.  These are related but different subjects and understanding that clears up the confusion evidenced by the apostles.  We will see it more clearly tomorrow.

665. Thursday, August 6, 2009
re-used 1/21/16
Mark 10: 17 – 20

The Rich Young Ruler

And as He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him and began asking Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  And Jesus said to him “Why do you call me good?  No one is good except God alone.  You know the commandments, ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and your mother.’”  And he said the Him, “Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up.”
Jesus wasn’t teaching about salvation in this story.  He was teaching about walking according to the kingdom that God is now and in the future will establish.  He is talking about learning to work and walk in the earth as God has so designed.  We can see this in the first several verses.  Jesus finishes dealing with salvation in verse 20 and yet the story goes on through verse 31.  So what was Jesus talking about in the subsequent 11 verses?

The young man asked what he needed to do to inherit salvation and Jesus answered him, “Keep the commandments.”  The man answered that he had so done all the years of his life.  That’s it then, isn’t it?  Jesus said, “Do this and you shall inherit salvation” and the fellow essentially says, “Ok.”  That ends that conversation.  But Jesus saw something in this young man that he really liked; more than liked actually.  The scripture said that Jesus loved him.  Jesus said, “Come follow me.”  It is like Peter and Andrew leaving their nets and following him.  I am also reminded of the story in Matthew 8.  Jesus called someone to come with him but the man responded, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.”  Jesus answered him though, “Follow Me; and allow the dead to bury their own dead.”

You see, nothing was more important than following Jesus.  To this day nothing is more important than following Jesus.  Anything that we allow to come before our following of our Lord is a problem.  Actually it is an idol.  Anything that we put in a position of higher importance than the Lord Jesus is an idol.  We are serving it rather than the Lord.  You see that Jesus was not going to be second place in any of these people’s lives.  Jesus understands that we all have responsibilities but he wants us to put him first place in our lives.  He is to be our Lord and all other things should fall into place behind him.

666. Friday, August 7, 2009

Mark 10:  21

The Rich Young Ruler

And looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him, and said to him, “One thing you lack . . . come, follow me.
What was the one thing that the rich young ruler lacked?  I believe it was a deep abiding trust in the Holy One.  I think Jesus was preaching Proverb 3: 5 to him which reads; “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  We know that this young man was holy because he kept the commandments.  We know that he loved God.  That is why he kept the commandments.  He had a deeper longing for God also.  He was not prideful either.  Those two are demonstrated in the fact that he ran to Jesus and that he threw himself at Jesus’ feet.  He wanted to know how to come closer to God and was willing to chase down the man he thought could teach him that.

His problem was not that he had riches.  Really it is not hard to get into heaven with riches.  You just leave them behind here on earth.  You go, they stay.  No, his problem was that he had learned to trust in his wealth.  He trusted in his skills.  He knew how to live and be prosperous but his trust was in himself and his ability to take care of himself.  Jesus called him to leave that life and his possessions behind and follow him.  Peter, John, etc. left their goods behind and it did not seem to bother them much.  They did not have their trust tied into their fishing nets.  This young man didn’t know how to walk by faith though.  This is what Jesus wanted to teach him.  In the fourth chapter of Mark, Jesus compared the kingdom of God to seed which is planted and having been planted, after a time, yields a crop.  He was trying to teach them all the law of sowing and reaping.

When Jesus called Andrew and Peter, he told them that he would make him fishers of men.  In the rich young ruler’s case, he would have shown him how to sow and reap in the kingdom of God.  He would have taught him how to make money by sowing, but also he would have taught him how he (the young ruler) could plant the seed of God’s word and reap souls saved and destiny bound.  He could have become a great evangelist because he already knew the principles of business.  He just needed to learn to operate as God and Jesus did.  And he needed to learn to what we are all still learning even to this day.  Walk wherever Jesus calls you without fear or concern for your own livelihood.  Do what he calls you to do and have no thought for your own needs.  They are the responsibility of the Father.  The rich young ruler couldn’t step out of his comfort zone and follow Christ.  He couldn’t step out on that water and trust Christ to hold him up.  He couldn’t go where Jesus called because of his fear and lack of faith and trust.  Now the real question is, “Can we?”
667. Monday, August 10, 2009
re-used 1/13/16
Proverb 11: 24 – 25
There is one who scatters, yet increases all the more and there is one who withholds what is justly due, but it results only in want.  There generous man will be prosperous and he who waters will himself be watered.

How is it that the one who gives generously shall increase all the more while the person who hordes shall experience lack?  This is the law of sowing and reaping that Jesus was teaching his disciples and is still teaching us today.  This is how the Kingdom of God works.  You cannot reap a harvest without putting some seed in the ground.  When the Israelites were being fed in the desert by manna from heaven, when they tried to store away extra, it rotted.  That is what happens with our resources.  I am all for saving but not at the cost of being tight fisted and stingy.  The kingdom goes to those who learn how to give.

I have noticed that the people who get the most disturbed about Christians and especially ministers having substance are those who are not givers.  The reason might be that they simply do not have a revelation yet of how generous Father God is yet.  They seem afraid to release anything that belongs to them.  Once they find out that there is joy in giving then they will no longer be afraid of loss.  Then, perhaps, they will not begrudge others having material wealth because they will understand two important principles.  First, they will not fear that someone else having wealth means that they will somehow be deprived and second, they will understand that those people acquired their substance through their own generosity as the scripture says.  Once we understand how the kingdom of God works and have experienced God’s generosity in our own lives then there really is no place for fear of lack or jealousy.

668. Tuesday, August 11, 2009
re-used 1/14/16
Malachi 3: 10

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this”, says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.

This is the leading scripture on tithing.  There are different ways to give to the Lord, the most basic of which is the tithe.  “Tithe” literally means 10%.  The first ten percent of our income is given into the house of the Lord for its support.  In the old days people actually gave food stuffs.  This, then, was how the priests ate.  You see that the verse says, “so that there may be food in My house.”  Father God is serious about this.  You can see that in his promise to open his storehouse for us and his permission for us to hold his feet to the fire on his promise.  He says “test me now in this.”  That is a pretty amazing statement for him to make.

So the tithe is the first ten percent of our income and it is paid into the church for its support.  God always has a reward attached to our giving and the opened storehouses of heaven are the reward for tithers.  Also, verse 11 says that He, God, “will rebuke the devourer” for our sakes if we are tithers.  He protects our crop so that the devourer does not diminish it in any way.
669. Wednesday, August 12, 2009

re-used 1/15/16
Genesis 14: 18 -21
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High.  And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand.”  And he gave him a tenth of all.

It is a little difficult to tell what is going on here without reading the entire story so let me expound just a little.  Abraham, before his name was changed from Abram to Abraham, had gone out to battle against some kings.  These kings had, as part of their spoils from previous battle, taken Lot and his family captive.  So, Abram (Abraham) went out against them in order to rescue Lot, his nephew.  Abram won and reclaimed all the goods and people that had been taken.  Melchizedek, who was a high priest, ministered to Abram after the battle and blessed Abram.  And Abram gave to Melchizedek a tenth of all the spoil or tenth of all of the income of the battle.  This is the model of the tithe.  As you read on in the story, you find out that various distributions were made after the battle.  In fact, Abram ended up keeping nothing.  It is interesting to note, though, that the ten percent was paid over to Melchizedek before any other distributions were made.  That is the tithe so that there will always be food in the house of God to meet every need.
670. Thursday, August 13, 2009

re-used 1/28/16
Hebrews 3:1 & 5: 10
Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession…being designated by God as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

Jesus is now our high priest and he is clothed in the same priesthood as Melchizedek.  Some people actually teach that tithing is an Old Testament doctrine.  I can only postulate that people posit that theory because they do not want to give to God.  The answer I have heard people give to that hypothesis is, “If they could give ten percent under the law, how much more we under grace.”  Our high priest is Jesus.  That is according to New Testament scripture.  How much more should we want to give under his priesthood than those Old Testament folks who had not been saved by grace unto eternity?  Later on, after Jacob and Isaac and the twelve tribes, priests were appointed from the house of Levi.  God could have appointed Jesus as a priest according to the order of the Levites but he did not.  His priesthood is higher than the Levi priests.  Therefore, if Abraham, Father of all of us through grace and the shed blood of Jesus, could give ten percent to Melchizedek, then how much more can we do unto Jesus our High Priest?
671. Friday, August 14, 2008

Galatians 6: 6
And let the one who is taught the word share all good things with him who teaches.

There is often a question regarding where we are to give our tithe.  Malachi 3: 10 said to take the tithe into God’s house so that there would be food in his house.  That feeds the priests and others who minister to you and me.  Ministers and pastors sow the Word of God into our lives and they reap the harvest of their sustenance from us.  So, your home church is the place where your tithe should go.  That minister has the responsibility for shepherding and caring for you.  He or she should be sowing the Word of God into your life and the harvest which comes from that should be shared with that ministry.  

Second, there may be other places where you are getting fed.  There are many ministries which, through various technologies, have made it possible for people to receive teaching from far away distances.  If one of these is your primary source of sustenance, then I do not disagree with allowing them to receive your tithe.  Otherwise, you might still tithe to your home church and send gifts or other offerings to these ministries.

I prefer my entire tithe to go to the same place in one check but I have known people to split their tithe.  I have no scripture which directly addresses this.  It is important to solicit the Lord’s help when our situations present questions.  The main objective is to begin to tithe.  You and he will work out all of the fine detail as you go.

672. Monday, August 17, 2009

re-used 2/5/16
Acts 9: 3 - 4
And it came about that as he journeyed, he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; and he fell to the ground, and heard a voice.

Everyone needs a personal meeting with Christ Jesus.  It is in this personal contact that we come to know the person of Jesus.  Hopefully, most of us do not need a wake up call as loud as Paul’s though.  Paul could not hear the quiet voice of Jesus.  He was too busy persecuting followers of Christ to hear the voice of the Lord.  He was a zealot pursuing a course of action that he thought was right.  Though he was trained in the law, he did not have a relationship with the Father.  He never checked in with Father God about what he should be doing.  He just decided in his own reasoning that he was protecting the church from heretics.  As it turned out, he was far outside the will of God.  After his encounter with Jesus though, he learned to follow the leading of the Lord in everything he did.  His religion came alive on that Damascus road.  It was no longer a book of the law to be rigorously followed; it became a relationship with a beloved Lord.  In like manner, we all need to meet the Lord personally.  We need to know him personally.  That begins with recognizing that he is still alive.  Jesus is not dead, he is resurrected.  From there you have only to ask him to enter into a personal relationship with you.  That is it.  That is what this whole thing is about.  If Christianity is a stale religion to you, I invite you to meet Jesus personally.  Talk to him.  The next thing you know, you will be walking in a deep love relationship with the one who loves you.
673. Tuesday, August 18, 2009
re-used 2/10/26
John 3: 16
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

While this is a very familiar passage of scripture, it is good for us to have a look at it sometimes and remind ourselves about our faith.  We must grasp and retain that this is a love thing.  The whole basis of Christianity is right here.  Out of a driving force of love, God sent his only son into this earth to be the sacrificial lamb so that all might be cleansed and renewed.  God sent and Jesus came out of their super-abundant, overflowing love for us.  We need to understand that it all begins, ends and revolves around this precept.  God gave everything out of his deep and abiding love for us.  He loves you with all that he is and all that he has.  Everything you have ever seen him do or read about him doing is all because he loves you.  He wants you to be reconciled to him and be able to live in victory and freedom because he wants all of the best for you every day.  He didn’t send Jesus into this earth for us to serve him or for us to learn to obey a rigid list of laws.  He sent his dear child so that we might be free and happy.  He, Father God, is love and He so loves that He will do anything for you that is good for you.  He longs to be a Father to you and to shower you with His love.  Will you please let Him?
674. Wednesday, August 19, 2009

re-used 2/22/16
John 10: 10
I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly.  I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

John 3: 16 tells us why the Father sent His son into the earth.  It was because of his love for us and so that, by that love, we might be saved and inherit life.  Here Jesus tells us in his own words what his motivation and purpose were in coming to earth.  He came into the earth to lay down his life for ours so that we might have abundant life, life overflowing.  What is that motivation then?  It is love, of course.  Jesus so loves us that he willingly and knowingly laid down his life for us.  He knew when he began his ministry how it would end.  He knew that he was destined for Calvary and he chose that path because he so loves us.  The Romans did not kill him.  The Jews did not kill him.  He laid down his life for us.  

Knowing and understanding this should not put you under condemnation though.  Do not feel guilty or unworthy of the sacrifice.  That is to make the sacrifice less than it is.  No rather we should express our deep and overflowing love and gratitude to he who first loved us.  Just let the love of Christ fill your heart to overflowing and then as it does, let it overflow in your adoration and appreciation of him.
675. Thursday, August 20, 2009

re-used 2/24/16
Matthew 7: 24 – 27
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock.  And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock.  And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand.  And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it fell, and great was its fall.”

Jesus spoke these words.  He says that anyone who hears his words and acts on them is like a wise man.  The rain, floods and wind represent the storms of life.  Those people who hear and act on Jesus’ words will be able to withstand the storms of life.  Those who do not listen to and act on Jesus’ words get battered and destroyed by every storm that blows.  Do you want to be able to stand in the roughest of times?  Then you must commit yourself to the Word of God.  God’s wisdom is contained in these pages and through your relationship with him, he reveals the deep truths contained therein.  Is there anyone foolish enough to say that he/she does not want God’s wisdom?  There probably is though it is very difficult to understand.  Obviously, he is without wisdom if he would say such a foolish thing.  Therefore, since most of us do want the wisdom of God, let us dedicate ourselves to reading his word.  This need not be tiresome.  Get a version that is more readable than the King James if it helps you.  Go to any Christian store and read the same passage in several different translations.  There are plenty out there these days that are not written in Elizabethan English.  There is also the One Year Bible if you are ready to commit to reading the entire Bible.  It also comes in a couple of translations.  Do yourself a favor; start reading a little each day and let the Lord of Hosts bring life and wisdom to you.
676. Friday, August 21, 2009
re-used 3/7/2016
Mark 10: 43 – 45
But it is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.  

Christianity is unlike any other religion.  Really it is not a religion at all but rather a relationship with our Lord and God.  While we do worship Him, Jesus came to earth not to be served but rather to serve.  No other religious figures laid down their lives in order to redeem us.  This is the good news of the gospel; that through the shed blood of Jesus, we have been redeemed and reconciled to the Father.  Jesus is the greatest servant of all.  By becoming least among men, he became the greatest.  He came to serve our need.  He came to save us.  He gave even his life because of his love for us and for the Father.  It was through his deep love that he became the servant of all.  Now we serve the Father, not of requirement, but out of appreciation, gratitude and love for Him.  We happily serve him as dear children though, not as slaves.  We humble ourselves before others because he first loved us.  The irony is, we humbly serve others not because we are servants nor have been made slaves but rather because Jesus set us free.  He freely served us of his own volition.  Now we have been set free from all the bondages that held us captive including those of ego and self-promotion.  Because we are learning who we are in Christ we have been set free from having to prove something to ourselves or others in this realm.  We have been redeemed from the curse and the only debt we own is to love one another.
677. Monday, August 24, 2009

re-used 3/8/16
Psalm 23: 2
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside quiet waters.

Our God is a God of peace, not chaos.  He does not lead you into places that are full of bedlam and stress.  He leads you into quiet places.  He causes you to lie down in green fields; fields which are well watered and with plenty of grass or sustenance.  When he leads you, he leads you beside the quiet waters not the raging mayhem the world dishes out.  He wants to lead you into a tranquil, quiet place so that he can refresh you and talk with you.  You won’t be able to hear him in the pandemonium of the world because it is just too loud and busy.  He is leading you into that still quiet spot where the two of you can be alone together.  Believe me, it is easier for you to get a much needed drink of water at the quiet waters than from the raging torrent.  Find your quiet peaceful place with him and let him fill you back up.
678. Tuesday, August 25, 2009

re-used 3/9/16
Romans 10: 13 – 15
For “Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.”  How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed?  And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach unless they are sent?
Some folks rightfully ask how people in lands that have not received the Word of God will get to heaven.  First, our God is a loving God and He will (and has) made provision for every person on the earth to hear the Word of God so that they may spend eternity with Him in heaven.  Secondly, this passage teaches the primary way God reaches those people.  Through you and me he sends preachers into all the earth to spread the good news of Jesus Christ and Him crucified and resurrected.  But where there are those who are sent, there are those who do the sending.  Not all of us are called to go to far off lands to preach the gospel.  Some of us live in the most prosperous nation in the world and we get to stay home and use our great wealth to send those who do have that call on their lives.  The when all the peoples HEAR about the goodness, faithfulness and love of our Father, then they will have the same opportunity to call upon His name and be saved.  Then they can get to know Him as Father.  Before you know it, they might be sending more people to preach the good news of Jesus Christ.
679. Wednesday, August 26, 2009

re-used 3/10/16
Psalm 14: 6
I will sing to the Lord, because He has dealt bountifully with me.

Sometimes we really do not slow down enough to take account of all the Lord has done for us.  When the world is swirling around you, it can be very difficult to notice all of the kindness your Father has shown on you.  When you really do take account of your life and all that you have, you will see his fingerprints on many things.  You will see many blessings and many times he has protected you.  When you really stop and take notice of Him in your life, you will find plenty to sing about.  You will find plenty to praise Him over.  That praise and thanksgiving brings you closer to the Father and you will find more and more to praise Him over.
680. Thursday, August 27, 2009


Matthew 7: 1

Do not judge lest you be judged.
Jesus spoke about judgment in pretty plain terms.  As a matter of fact, in verse 5 he calls people who judge others hypocrites.  This is a big problem that the church has, judging people and yet Jesus said so plainly, “Do not judge.”  People who stand in judgment of others are a big problem for the image of the church because the church inherits the label of “hypocrite.”  Jesus gave us one commandment and that was to love one another as he himself has loved us (John 15).  He loved us by laying down his life for us even while we were sinners.  He did not judge us.  He just loved us.  This is our example.  Besides, your judgment of someone just might be wrong.  That was often the case in the stories of Jesus.  The religious people were constantly passing judgment.  Jesus did not receive these people and he called them hypocrites and children of their father the devil.  He even said that some of those would not enter heaven.  So, we need to clean up our act.  We need to just focus on spreading the love of Jesus to everyone and let God Almighty work out who He will let into heaven.  We need to do the one thing that Jesus told us to do.  Love everyone as he first loved us.

681. Friday, August 28, 2009
re-used 3/11/16
Mark 6: 7 – 11
And he summoned the twelve and began to send them out in pairs; and He was giving them authority over the unclean spirits; and He instructed them that they should take nothing for their journey, except a mere staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belt; but to wear sandals; and He added “Do not put on two tunics.”  And He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave town.

Jesus sent out his disciples to preach the gospel.  He sent them out without worldly goods yet with all they would need in order to fulfill their commission.  Apparently, they had means, gold, silver, etc., otherwise he would not have had to instruct them not to take those things.  Jesus provisioned them with the might and power of God.  I notice that they still wore their money belts though.  Did he expect that they would acquire means along the way?  He was teaching them a very important lesson while he was still here on the earth to help them if they failed.  He was teaching them that the Lord, our God, would provide for them.  When God calls you to a task, it is His responsibility to provision you.  It is his job to care for all your needs.  They were sent to preach the Word of God and minister to the needs of the people in the name of the Lord.   That was the sum total of their responsibility.  Whatever God calls you to do, put your eyes on that and take them off of your worldly needs.  Learn to trust him for your daily needs and spend your energy going about the task He has set you.
682. Monday, August 31, 2009

re-used 4/6/16
Galatians 3: 13 – 14
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us – for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree” – in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles.

This is a message of the cross that we do not hear often and yet it is so profound that we should be shouting it from the housetops.  This is a huge statement.  While we were under the curse, God provided a way, the way, to redeem us from that curse.  Jesus Christ, our beloved, went to the cross not to bear the burden of the curse but rather he became a curse, for us, so that we could be freed from the curse, from sin and from death.  This passage says that Jesus went to the cross so that we could be redeemed from the curse of the law and thereby be reconciled to God and into the blessing of Abraham.  This passage, therefore, drives an impetus of study for it demands an answer to the question, “What is the blessing of Abraham?”  But it also answers many questions and some very large ones at that.  We know, beyond doubt, that we are to live lives of blessing being no longer under the curse.  We are heirs of all of the promises God made to Abraham.  We know what the Christian life is to look like and it is not one of sickness, disease and poverty.  Those are in the curse.  It is not a life on anguish and torture.  We are delivered from the curse of the law, from the power of darkness, into the kingdom of his dear son.
Additional text: Deuteronomy 28: 1-14

683. Tuesday, September 1, 2009

re-used May 4, 2016
Deuteronomy 28: 2 – 14
2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you will obey the Lord your God.  

3 Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country.

4 Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground and the offspring of your beasts, the increase of your herd and the young of your flock.

5 Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

6 Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.

7 The Lord will cause your enemies who rise up against you to be defeated before you; they shall come out against you one way and shall flee before you seven ways.

8 The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your barns and in all that you put your hand to, and He will bless you in the land which the Lord your God gives you.

9 The Lord will establish you as a holy people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you will keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and walk in His ways.

10 So all the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of you.

11 And the Lord will make you abound in prosperity, in the offspring of your body and in the produce of your ground in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers to give you.

12 The Lord will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow.

13 And the Lord shall make you the head and not the tail, and you only shall be above, and you shall not be underneath, if you will listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, which I charge you today, to observe them carefully,

14 And do not turn aside from any of the words which I command you today, to the right or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

This is your heritage and your birthright.  These verses are what Jesus went to the cross to purchase for you.  This is the message of the cross.  We were lost.  We were estranged from our Father.  When we had no way back to the Father, Jesus became the way.  Father God wanted us in unity with Him.  He wanted us to be blessed.  He created all this earth in order to bless us, but we lost our way.  So, compelled by His deep love for us, He sent His only son that we all might be reconciled to Him.

We, the church, have become the downtrodden and abased.  But Jesus, our Lord, went to the cross in order to put us back in right standing with our Father.  He took on the curse and became the curse so that we could again walk in the righteousness with which God adorned us at the beginning of the age.  We must now reclaim that heritage and our rights and no longer be the oppressed but rather live as the kids of the King.  We must accept our rightful place and step into it.  You are the child of the Most High.  What more do you need?  You are a princess, a prince of the greatest kingdom ever to be.  Stand your ground as an heir to the promise and no longer see yourself as a slave nor let anyone convince you of your lowly station in life.  The King of all put His son on the cross so that you can stand in the blessing created for you.  Celebrate who you are in Him.
684. Wednesday, September 2, 2009
re-used May 5, 2016
Revelation 12: 11
And they overcame him (the devil) because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony.

Jesus told us that the devil comes “only to steal, and kill, and destroy” (John 10: 10).  But we are over comers (1 John 2: 13) through him that came to bring us the victory.  “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith” (1 John 5:4).  You see, Jesus overcame the world.  He has done his part.  In John 16: 33 he told us to take courage for he has overcome the world.  And yet some of us are not walking in the full measure of Jesus’ victory.  Why?  How can that be?

It seems that we have a part in this victory as well.  While Jesus has overcome the devil and all of his minions through his blood we must include ourselves in that victory through the use of our testimony, or our confession, and our faith.  This means that our words have something to do with the measure of Jesus’ victory we will walk in.  Satan is overcome by Jesus’ shed blood and our confession.  Faith is believing God’s word, even in the face of contradictory evidence.  The expression of faith is the confession of our mouth.  What comes out of our mouths demonstrates exactly where our faith is.  Are you sick, going to get healed, getting healed or healed?  You see, those words indicate levels of faith.  There is no condemnation if you are not yet confessing the greater part of faith.  It just shows where you are currently.  Tomorrow you can be in a different place altogether.  Further, the more your confession matches the Word of God, the more of Jesus’ victory you will experience.  

We must all learn to order our words aright.  Every one of us must be constantly vigilante regarding the words that proceed from our mouths.  Proverb 18: 21 says that death and life are in the power of the tongue.  We need to learn to wield that power to our benefit.  We will thereby overcome the devil and all of his machinations.

685. Thursday, September 3, 2009

re-used May 6, 2016
Luke 9: 51 – 56
And it came about, when the days were approaching for His ascension, that He resolutely set His face to go to Jerusalem; and He sent messengers on ahead of Him.  And they went, and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make arrangements for Him.  And they did not receive Him, because He was journeying with His face toward Jerusalem.  And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”  But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know what kind of spirit you are of; for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.”  And they went on to another village.

James and John had a real zeal for the Lord.  They were offended that someone would reject their Lord and they were willing to do something about it.  They would have wiped out that whole town if Jesus would have allowed them.  But Jesus rebuked them.  He said you don’t get it guys.  I came to save people, not condemn and judge them.  

According to Bible Commentaries there were significant theological and cultural conflicts between Samaritans and Jews.  These differences showed themselves when Jesus’ disciples went into the Samaritan village to make arrangements for their stay there.  It is apparent that the arguments between these groups were of no small consequence to either group.  In the case of the Samaritans it was significant enough to deny Jesus and his group to stay in their village.  To James and John, that rejection was worthy of complete annihilation.

But Jesus apparently did not take exception with the Samaritans views or he would have never sought to stay in a Samaritan town.   He certainly did not accept James and John’s view of needful and justifiable action.  No, he rejected their reaction completely.  Why is this important?

We all are faced with the same opportunities today that James and John faced 2000 years ago.  While we are called to be zealous for the Lord and we applaud that zeal when we find it in others, we must have a care how we express our zeal.  One commentary said that James and John failed to see the behavior of the Samaritans in the light of the social and cultural fabric.  They did not recognize the national prejudices and bigotry at play (Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary on the Bible.).  The commentary goes on to say that the Samaritans were not rejecting God, the message or the messenger of God but that is all that James and John could see.  It might even be that it was something missing in James and John that caused their strong reaction, something broken in their hearts.  We must be careful that we don’t burn others because we do not understand them or their beliefs.  We should be careful that we do not condemn whole groups of peoples to hell because of our beliefs.  

Jesus rebuked those two disciples.  He said, “You do not know what kind of spirit you are of.”  What kind of spirit are they and all of us a part of?  It is the spirit of love which is why Jesus gave us the one commandment, that we should love one another as he himself has loved us.  Instead of criticizing and condemning others, we are truly to love them and pray for them.  And by pray for them I do not mean to pray for God to change them to agree with us or our doctrine.  For we might find, like James and John, that it is we who are wrong rather than they.  Furthermore, it just is not our job to judge others.  Jesus didn’t even judge and if Jesus didn’t then we certainly shouldn’t.  Our job is to love everyone right into heaven and then we can let our Father sort it all out.  

Don’t let your zeal for what you think is right cause you to violate the love commandment.  Don’t let your ideas condemn others else you might find that Jesus is not rebuking them but rather rebuking you.  Be zealous in love and invite all peoples into the Kingdom of God.
686. Friday, September 4, 2009

re-used May 9, 2016
Psalm 13: 5
But I have trusted in Thy lovingkindness; my heart shall rejoice in Thy salvation.

This is a psalm of David described as a prayer for help in trouble.  This part of the psalm certainly does not sound like he is praying for help though.  The structure of this prayer is so insightful.  David begins with his woes but by verse three is makes his petition to the Lord.  Then by verse 5 of this six verse psalm, he has shifted into trust, thanksgiving and praise.  David knows that despite the appearance of some problems in his life, his God will rise up and save him.  He confesses that his trust is in the Lord and that ends his troubles.  He knows what the end of the story is going to be and he sings his praises to the Lord.
Monday, September 07, 2009

Labor Day Holiday

687. Tuesday, September 8, 2009

re-used May 10, 2016
Psalm 112: 8

(NIV)
His heart is secure, he will have no fear; in the end he will look in triumph on his foes.

This is just one of the benefits that belong to the person who reveres the Lord.  We are supposed to come into a place within our faith that we no longer fear those who strive against us.  Our hope and our trust are in Him, our Lord and provider.  In Him is victory.  In Him is peace, the kind of peace that makes us secure regardless of the circumstances.  We can come into a place wherein our thoughts of Him and our faith in Him are bigger than any other person or thing we encounter.  We only have to keep our eyes glued on Him and His word and speak His words instead of the doubt of this world.
688. Wednesday, September 9, 2009

Psalm 110: 4
The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind.

Every thing the Lord says or has ever said is cast in stone. There is no one greater for Him to swear by but His sworn statements are every word that proceeds from His mouth.  He cannot and will not change His mind.  Any statement you can find in His word, you can hold up to Him as a sworn statement.  He must stand behind it.  Furthermore, he has not changed and will not change His mind.  That is part of the reason that the Old Testament still has so much value to us.  Really calling it the “Old” Testament is probably a misnomer.  While it is true that we are no longer bound by the law, the truth is that anything the Lord, our God has every promised is just as strong and viable today as it ever was.
689. Thursday, September 10, 2009
re-used May 11, 2016
Proverb 24: 17 – 18
Rejoice not when your enemy falls, and let not your heart be glad when he stumbles or is overthrown, lest the Lord see it and it be evil in His eyes and displease Him, and He turn away His wrath from him [to expend it upon you, the worse offender].

It is so easy to judge other people’s faults.  But God did not send you and me into the world to judge it.  That is His job alone.  He is so adamant in this point that this scripture shows that His wrath will turn from the bad actor to the worse offender, i.e. those of us who judge others.  

We even think we are doing justly when we judge others’ actions yet Jesus said, judge not lest you be judged (Matthew 7: 1).  But when we speak to God about other people’s sins or sometimes even our perception of their wrong doings, God’s eyes turn away from their mistakes and onto our outright disobedience.

I know it is difficult but our part is to love and to pray for those whom we think are missing God’s best.  And I do not mean those judgmental prayers. You know the ones where we condemn people and attempt to put them under bondage while in a conversation with our heavenly Father.  No, our prayers are to be out of love and honest concern for their welfare.  Do you want to please your Father?  Pray earnestly and lovingly for those people that you think are falling short of God’s glory.

690. Friday, September 11, 2009

re-used May 12, 2016
Job 42: 8
Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, and go to My servant Job, and offer up a burnt offering for yourselves, and My servant Job will pray for you.  For I will accept him so that I may not do with you according to your folly because you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has.

If you read the book of Job you will see that Job’s “friends” spoke against him for the whole book.  I mean they really gave him a time.  As soon as bad things started happening to Job his friends descended upon him and accused him of some great sin as the cause of the tragedies which were occurring in his life.  

Isn’t that just like folks?  They probably had been jealous of Job all the while because he was very wealthy and blessed in all things.  Then when the devil started stealing his blessing, his friends began to harshly criticize him.  In the end God corrected and reproved them.

Now if I were Job, I might not want God to send those chaps to me for me to pray for them.  I can imagine saying, “God, I don’t want to pray for those fools that have harangued me for months.  Just let them reap the fruit of their seed.”  Fortunately for them, Job was obedient to God.  I do like that they had to take him a big offering though.  And we know that Job did pray for them because the subsequent verses tell us that God did accept Job’s prayer. 

You see, the Old Testament teachings are consistent with the New Testament.  God had Job pray for his enemies and we are under the same command today.  Pray for those who persecute you and despitefully use you (Matthew 5: 44).
691. Monday, September 14, 2009

Psalm 19: 14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

Well, if there is anything most of us need help with, it is the words of our mouth.  The one thing that can compete with it, surely, is the meditation of our hearts.  They are linked after all.  Jesus said that the mouth speaks from the overflow of the heart (Matthew 12: 34).  If we are going to get the meditation of our hearts and the words of our mouth correct, we are going to need the Lord’s help.  We need daily help.  That is why this is a good daily prayer.  Put this verse on a 3 X 5 card or in your daily confession so that it can help you focus on having thoughts and language which agree with the Word of God.
692. Tuesday, September 15, 2009

re-used May 13, 2016
Luke 6: 38
Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.

For years I didn’t really understand what this scripture was trying to get over to us.  I understand give and it will be given to you.  That is a clear direction from God concerning being generous in our giving to others.  What is all of that other language for though?  We do not have represented here a simple one to one ratio vis-a- vis giving and receiving.  Rather, God is telling us that when we give, he gives back a vastly multiplied amount.  It was one day when I was filling a container with a dry ingredient that this verse’s meaning became evident to me.  As I poured my dry product into the container it began to fill while I still had more to fit into the container.  So, I started tapping the container on the counter causing the substance to pack more compactly.  Doing this allowed me to put much more substance into the container.  Then I realized that is what “shaken together” is all about.  Maybe you could also press the dry material down with some sort of tamping tool so that you can fit more into the vessel.  

You see, God does not just give back to you in equal measure.  He gives back ample supply.  He presses down and shakes down the substance so that he can get more into the container.  And even then, he still runs the container over from his generous giving.  He causes all things to come to you in abundance so that you cannot even contain it all.  Well, good!  Then you can take the overflow and give it away.  But have plenty of pots and canisters available when you do because he is going to give back to you again, good measure!

693. Wednesday, September 16, 2009
re-used 5/18/16
1 Chronicles 29: 9
Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering to the Lord with a whole heart, and King David also rejoiced greatly.

What a beautiful passage of scripture.  These people experienced much joy because their hearts were in their giving to the Lord.  Did you know that giving offerings to the Lord could fill you with joy?  Really, most of us enjoy giving.  We just do not like to feel obligated or coerced to give.  When we give freely to the Lord with our whole heart, it does make the heart glad.  It is a personal giving between the person and the Lord and that sort of giving lifts the heart and countenance.  I think some of us are grumpy because we hold on so tightly to our money or gifts.  When we let them go freely, we elevate our own spirits.  And I know that the Lord is overjoyed when we give to him out of the abundance of our hearts. It doesn’t have to be a big gift, just a joyful one.  
694. Thursday, September 17, 2009
re-used May 28, 2016
2 Corinthians 9: 6-8
Each one must do (give) just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
God loves a cheerful giver.  God is less concerned about one giving from the abundance of one’s purse than giving out of the abundance of one’s heart.  He is less concerned with how much you give and more concerned with how you give.  He wants you to give to Him and to His work because you love Him and because you want to give.  He does not want you to feel compelled because there is some good work to give to.  He certainly does not want your guilt offerings.  In other words, He doesn’t want your gift to Him to be motivated by your guilty feelings.  Give less if need be so that you can get happy.  Make it a joyous occasion between you and the Lord.  Take your eyes off of the person, church or ministry that you are sowing into and put your eyes and heart on the Lord.  Let your gift be a blessing unto Him.  Then you will really be happy.

695. Monday, September 21, 2009

re-used 5/25/16
Philippians 4: 17

Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account.

The Apostle Paul, in this passage and its accompanying scriptures, taught the Philippians about giving into the Lord’s work.  But he was not only teaching them to give into the support of the ministry.  He also taught them the principle of sowing and reaping.  He told them in this excerpt that their gifts accrue to their own account.  You see, God works according to multiplication.  He takes what you have to sow and from that creates a harvest.  So the Philippians’ gifts to Paul not only supported his travels but they were also the means God had to get more substance into their hands.  I heard Minister Jesse Duplantis say one time, “God isn’t trying to get something from you.  He is trying to get something to you.”  I think that is Paul’s message in this scripture.  As God continues to multiply the harvest back to the sowers, they have their needs met and more besides to support more ministries, to send ministers into every need.
696. Tuesday, September 22, 2009

re-used 5/26/16
Philippians 4: 19
And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

This verse is just two verses after yesterday’s verse about the gifts of the Philippians accruing to their own account.  Here Paul delivers the punch line.  Because they, the Philippians, met the needs of the ministry, God was obligated to meet all of their needs.  We really need to learn that God moves resources all over the world according to this principle.  He multiplies seed sown.  This is the principle we all need to adopt in our finances.  This is the way God set up the earth to work.  We have turned it on its head and operated our economy according to all we can get.  That is just the opposite of the economic principles God established in the earth in the beginning.  One can see the righteousness in God’s way and the greed in the other way.  It is no wonder our economy has collapsed around our ears.  It was never meant to work that way.  God is your source and your provider and he wants to see you well cared for.  He does that by multiplying your seed so for goodness sake, sow some good seed today.

697. Wednesday, September 23, 2009
re-used 5/19/16
3 John 2
Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers.

This passage of scripture portrays the image of a victorious Christian.  This is the picture of who we are all destined to be because of the life, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  First of all, our souls are to prosper.  That encompasses our emotional life, social life, and our intellectual life.  It is the transformation of the human soul through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  Perhaps this is best thought of as the intangibles.  It is all of the things that make a life full.  It is part of what Jesus meant when he said that he came into the world to give us abundant life (John 10: 10).

As we allow the Holy Spirit to work within our spirits, setting us free from every sort of bondage, we are supposed to also evidence physical well being and financial prosperity.  You see, to God and to Jesus, it is a package deal.  We are supposed to have it all, not just one little portion.  You are supposed to be well in your body and well in your finances.  Your soul is supposed to be healed from any emotional scars and you are to be free.  Jesus said that he was anointed to set the captives free (Luke 4: 18).  So, his ministry and his word do free us from our former bondage so that we might live in abundance of every sort and pass that blessing on to others.  

It starts in your spirit and manifests in every part of your life.  Do not let the devil steal any part of it from you because Jesus came to set you free.
698. Thursday, September 24, 2009
re-used 5/23/16
Romans 8: 28
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to his purpose.

I call this the “Lemonade Scripture.”  It says to me that God will take the lemons handed you and make lemonade from them.  Whatever Satan means for harm in your life, God will find a way to turn it to good.  God will not allow the devil just to rain bad things into your life.  He is going to turn them around for you.  Your part is to give the Lord that kind of authority over your life.  When the devil hands you lemons, you just call up God and say, “Hey, there is a delivery here for you.”  It is not your job to create the miracle or fight with the devil.  You just know that God is Lord and tell the devil to get back under your feet where he belongs.  In your prayers, tell God what you think you need or what you desire and then you can thank Him and let it go.  Go enjoy a tall glass of iced lemonade, on Him.
699. Friday, September 25, 2009

re-used 5/30/16
Joshua 1: 7 - 8
Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. 

This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 

Here is a success kit.  All you have to do is cut and paste this into your life and success will have to follow you.  God’s word cannot be denied and here is His word on success, loud and clear.  Perhaps we do not know how to believe as we should but we are all changing that day by day.  But, God’s word works and it works all the time.  We have lost the ability and or knowledge of how to receive in this country.  Maybe it is because we have so much and really have not had to rely on God for our basic needs.  In other countries, amazing miracles are taking place.  We need only to put our faith back in God’s word and believe that what he says will come to pass.  Then we meditate on it, we speak it out of our mouths and we do according to all that is written there.  When we do that, we cannot fail.  All that you want, and or need, is surely to follow.
700. Monday, September 28, 2009

re-used 5/20/16
Matthew 8: 34
And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; …

How do you expect this sentence to end?  I expected the whole city to turn out, fall at his feet and praise him.  I thought the next line might be “and they marveled at the wonders he performed in their midst.”  That is not how this story ends though.  The rest of the passage reads:

And when they saw Him, they entreated him to depart from their region.

Now isn’t that a kick in the teeth?  This passage is the conclusion of the story of the Gadarene demoniacs.  The introduction to this story says that these two men were so violent that no one could use that road.  Jesus cast out the demons, restoring the men and the thoroughfare at the same time.  Two of the town’s citizens were restored and a major problem rectified.  Yet the people’s reaction was to reject Jesus.  It sounds ludicrous with the advantage of 2000 years of hindsight.  The same thing happens today though and if they did it to Jesus, of all people; people are going to do it to his followers as well.

This does not diminish the message though.  Just understand that even when you do the work of God, even when you preach the message God has personally given you to preach, you are still going to encounter resistance.  Some people are not going to be able to receive your message even though it is directly from God himself.  But take heart.  They did it to Jesus too so you are in very good company.

I do not say that it is always easy to preach the message you have been given but be of good heart knowing that your obedience to God will be much more pleasant than even the rejection and criticism you must sometimes endure.  People need to hear the word that God has given you.  Don’t let fear have the final say.  Do what you need to do knowing that even Jesus ran into critics but the message did get through and at least two people in that town were set free.

701. Tuesday, September 29, 2009



re-used 5/31/16
Isaiah 50: 5
The Lord God has opened my ear.

God has not determined that only a few may hear His voice.  He has opened the ear of us all that we might be led by Him.  Life becomes substantially easier when you can hear His voice.  You are able to then receive His wisdom and walk in the path He determines is best for you.  You may say that you have never heard His voice before though.  Ok, first you must accept that you can hear the voice of the Lord.  Then come to expect it.  Next, listen.  You should start to actively listen.  The leading of the Lord can be subtle but with time you might also find that He can be loud and clear.  I have noticed that some of us have a difficult time hearing a person that is standing three feet away speaking audibly.  Our minds have so much chatter going on in them that we really don’t listen to people all of the time.  If you have discovered this in yourself, don’t worry.  You are not alone.  It is an epidemic.  We are busy people juggling a lot of data in a short period of time.  Learn how to quiet your mind so that you can hear from Him.  Sometimes it is just a thought that comes to you out of nowhere.  As you listen for His voice and begin to hear Him, you will grow accustomed to His communication.  You will begin to recognize His voice at the first whisper.  You are meant to hear from Him.  You are the special person that He wants to talk to.
702. Wednesday, September 30, 2009

re-used 6/1/16
1 Timothy 4: 16
Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things; for as you do this you will insure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.

Our lives are our testimony.  As we walk and talk, we minister God’s gospel.  Therefore, let us walk in a way that is worthy of Him.  How do we do that?  First it is a choice of will but after that it is a matter of paying attention to the Word of God and seeking more intimacy in our relationship with Him.  As we give heed to His Word and spend time with the Father in prayer, conversation and just silence, we become more attracted to the ways of the Father.  We act more like Him because we are hanging out with Him.  It is just like your mother told you when you were a child; you are going to act like those you hang around.  Put your eyes on His Word, persevere in seeking Him.  Order your words according to His Word.  Then all will be well with you and your life will a light to all those with whom you come in contact.

703. Thursday, October 1, 2009

re-used 6/2/16
Colossians 2: 12-13
[H]aving been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions.
Because of and through your faith in Jesus, you have died, been buried and raised by the power that is at work in God for Jesus.  For the power that raised Jesus from the dead, is alive and has renewed you too.  If you have given your life to Jesus, then your old self has died and been buried.  The life you now live is a new life in Christ Jesus.  It is his life that we live because we are apart of Him.  And for goodness’ sake, don’t go resurrecting that old man.  He is dead and stinks.  Leave him in the grave.  Live a new life; one in Jesus.  Live the life that Jesus bought for you.  You are a new creature.  The sin of the past has been buried and so have the habits of the past.  Leave them with that old, dead flesh.  All that was in the old person was only leading you to death and destruction.  The new life that Jesus has purchased for you leads to life everlasting as well as victory here on this earth.  Don’t let the devil trick you into considering your past and your old self.  That person has died and all those problems died with him.  Let your mind consider the glorious life that Jesus has given you, a life in Him and with Him.  Let your mind stay on that so that your joy can be made full.
704. Friday, October 2, 2009

re-used 6/3/16
Colossians 3: 1
If you then have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

I love the “seeking” scriptures because they remind me of the principle task which God has assigned me.  I am reminded that my job is to seek Him and it is his job to take care of everything else.  That is good news to me.  Jesus promised us that if we seek, we will find (Matthew 7: 7).  He also told us to seek those things above and God would add all the other things we need.  We focus our eyes on Him and he takes care of our earthly worries.  This pattern relieves us of worry and draws us closer to Him at the same time.  That is a pretty good deal.  
705. Monday, October 5, 2009 

re-used 6/6/16
Colossians 3: 8 – 9
But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander and abusive speech from your mouth, do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices.

As we set our eyes on those things above, we must take care that we do not resurrect those things from our old self.  But the good news is that as you keep your eyes on Jesus, those old things will feel foreign.  They are inconsistent with your new self and soon they become uncomfortable.  Then they will begin to melt away from you.

It is interesting how many of the above offenses are committed with our mouths.  Getting our mouths under control is the bulk of the battle but with our eyes fixed on Jesus, he lends his strength to us so that in our weakness, we are strong.  As we focus our attention on seeking Jesus and our Father, his power is made alive in us.  Our worship and love of him draws us away from our old behaviors.  They will eventually become as repugnant to us as they are to Him because we are drawing closer to Him every day and becoming more like Him.
706. Tuesday, October 6, 2009

re-used 6/7/16
Matthew 13: 58
And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.

We think of Jesus as all powerful as well we should.  The three years of his ministry were full of miracles, amazing miracles.  And his miracles were not spotty as in one here and one there.  He would go into a town and heal everyone that was brought to him.  That’s big!  But here in Matthew 13 he had gone home and he was not greeted as the great prophet.  For some reason we think that people we know cannot be mightily used of God.  Only those from other towns can be prophets of God.  Well, Jesus encountered this phenomenon when he went home.  Although the people there recognized the wisdom with which he taught, they still became offended at him just because they knew who he was.  Because of their attitude, he could perform no miracles there.  You see, we have a part to play in the performance of miracles.  Jesus cannot create miracles that we cannot believe for. Time and time again Jesus told people that their faith had made them well.  We have to work on our believers so that when we need a miracle, we are already full of belief.  After all, all things are possible to those believe.
707. Wednesday, October 7, 2009

re-used 6/8/16
Psalm 145: 9
The Lord is good to all, and His mercies are over all His works.

This scripture is talking about us.  We are the works of God’s hands, His handiwork.  And He has good plans for us.  He is merciful when we make mistakes and His plans for us are plans for good.  Sometimes we think of God is vengeful and harsh but the Word of God says that He is a good God and that He is good to His kids.  He is a loving father with plans for good things for you.  He gives good gifts to His children and protects us from harm.  All His ways are of kindness and goodness because He is love.  His substance is love.  So, all that He has is good.  He wants to give more good to you than you have ever received before.  Let us get a revelation of His goodness so that we allow him to pour all of His lovingkindness into our lives.  You have to settle in your heart first, though, that God is a good God.
708. Thursday, October 8, 2009

re-used 6/9/16
Isaiah 30: 21




Your ears will hear a word behind you, "This is the way, walk in it," whenever you turn to the right or to the left.

God means that you should hear his voice.  He wants to talk with you.  He also guides you with his voice.   It seems that hearing from God has been relegated to a few people but that is not God’s intention.  It is our tradition that has developed that idea.  

The big secret about hearing the voice of God is that it takes practice.  You begin to recognize the voice of God and it becomes easier and easier to hear him.  One time I went on a trip and took a suit with me for the occasion.  Then I had this idea occur to me to take an additional suit.  I thought about it and said to myself, “But I don’t need two suits.”  The thought persisted though so I packed the second one.  As it turned out, I did end up needing two different suits of clothes.  That was when I realized that it had been God telling me to grab the second suit.  I learned a lot from that.  First of all, I began to learn how God’s voice sounds in my ear.  Sometimes it is just a thought that occurs to me from out of nowhere.  I may be thinking of something totally different and a thought comes to me.  Recently I left my house to go to an appointment.  I got to the end of the street and the thought came to me that I had left the garage door open.  I thought about that for a minute and in my own thinking I did not think that I had left the door open.  The thought persisted though so I turned around and drove back to the house.  Guess what?  Sure enough the door was open.  

That is the way God communicates with us.  In the example about the suit, it would not have been the end of the world if I had not listened to Him and packed only the one suit.  Even with the garage door, I am sure that He would have protected my house in my absence but it is sure nice that he does tell me these things because my life is much better for all of the things he tells me.  

And that brings up the second lesson I learned about hearing from God.  He often starts out teaching you to hear his voice by talking with you about small things.  It did not take much faith for me to turn my car around and go check the garage door.  He has built my faith in Him and in my hearing Him in these small things.  Now when He says something big to me, I am better able to recognize that it is His voice speaking to me and I have more faith in hearing Him so that I do what I hear without arguing it away.

The thing you really have to do to start hearing God’s voice is to turn off some of the noise around you.  If you are like I was you always have some noise machine on.  In my case I had the TV or stereo on every minute of my life.  There was no quiet time in my life for Him to speak in.  The other thing that I had to do was to quiet my mind.  My mind was so busy and so loud that there was little chance of me hearing Him.  Quiet your mind.  And lastly, I absolutely prayed about hearing the voice of God.  I knew that other people heard God’s voice and I absolutely insisted on hearing also.  If anyone is receiving a blessing from God, you are entitled to that same blessing because it is one and the same Jesus that has bought that blessing for each of us.  Don’t let any of God’s blessings evade you.
709. Friday, October 9, 2009
re-used 6/13/16
Romans 8: 32



(New Living Translation)
Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else?
Our God is a good God.  That cannot be said enough.  So many times we think that God is punishing us when something bad happens in our lives or that God is trying to teach us a lesson.  That just is not true.  Our Father loves us.  If he loved us enough to let His only son die a cruel and horrible death for us, will he not also give all good things to us?  Is it reasonable to suggest that he did not withhold His son but is withholding all kinds of other good things from us?  The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 6: 17 that God “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.”  We are increasing in our knowledge of God and His nature.  As we do we also increase in our trust in Him because we come to know that He wants to perform good works in our lives.  Then the relationship with Him also grows and we come to trust Him even more.  The more trust we put in Him, the more we are able to walk faith.  It all keeps growing to our benefit but the first step is ours.  We must let him be a good God to us and expect good things from Him.
710. Monday, October 12, 2009

re-used 6/10/16
Matthew 14: 28 - 31

Peter said to Him, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water." And He said, "Come!" And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!" Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?"   (emphasis mine).

I want you to notice that Jesus did not hesitate but rather when Peter needed him, He moved immediately.  Many of us have the idea that God waits until the eleventh hour to move on situations.  I have been guilty of that myself.  Now that I have seen this verse I must reevaluate my thoughts.  Jesus did not wait to see if Peter could work it out for himself.  He did not let him sink a bit in order to let Peter exercise his faith or grow.  As soon as Peter cried out, Jesus saved him.  Jesus did teach Peter that it was his lack of faith, his doubt, that caused him to begin to sink but He took hold of his hand first.  Jesus works that same way with us today.  He wants to teach us and he wants us to walk in faith but He always provides for our safety first.  He will not throw you out in water over your head and expect you to walk on the water all by yourself.  He will always have you by the hand.  Not only that but also He will teach you all you need to know in order to succeed in your endeavors.  
711. Tuesday, October 13, 2009

re-used 6/20/16
Isaiah 30: 19
O people in Zion, inhabitant in Jerusalem, you will weep no longer.  He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when he hears it, he will answer you.

God answers prayer.  He is always attentive and listening for you.  He longs to be gracious to you.  When he hears you cry out, He will answer.  This does not say that He will sometimes answer or when He feels like it He will answer.  It is a definitive statement, leaving no room for misunderstanding or interpretation.  Perhaps we are not always attentive to His voice but He is always and forever answering our cries.  

Do you have a need today?  Do you have a desperate situation with which you really need help?  He is standing by to help you.  He is there answering you.  When you cry out to Him, accept that He is answering you.  Shut up and listen.  Don’t rush around looking for answers.  Get quiet and receive His help.  The hardest part is shutting off all of the noise in and around you.  Know and do not question or doubt that our God is present and available.  Know that he is helping you and is right beside you.  As soon as you call, he comes.  He is faithful.
712. Wednesday, October 14, 2009
re-used 6/14/16
Psalm 31: 22
As for me, I said in my alarm, “I am cut off from before Thine eyes”; nevertheless Thou didst hear the voice of my supplications when I cried to Thee.

Here is a song of David which reflects a time of panic in his life.  David said that it was a time of alarm.  He was enduring a stressful and anxious period.  His distress was so complete that he felt blocked off from anyone who could help him, even God.  He did not even think that his prayers could get through to God because he felt so completely cut off.  None the less, God heard all of his prayers and answered all of his petitions.  God heard every tearful word.  How did David know that God heard every supplication?  It is because God answered David in this time of need.

God’s presence is much closer than you think.  When we are really stressed and over wrought it becomes very difficult for us to feel God’s presence around us.  He is there with us none the less.  We cannot always go by our feelings because feelings are fickle.  We have to know and say that our God is with us all of the time.  Even when we cannot feel you, Lord, you are with us for you will never leave us nor forsake us.
713. Thursday, October 15, 2009

re-used 6/15/16
Psalm 31: 23 – 24
O love the Lord, all you His godly ones!  The Lord preserves the faithful, and fully recompenses the proud doer.  Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who hope in the Lord.

This verse reminds me of Psalm 23 where it reads, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for Thou art with me.”  What an amazing statement.  God will sustain you, protect you and preserve you no matter what kind of situation you walk through.  He will be with you even in your darkest day.  He is not going anywhere without you.  So even though you walk through some scary times and places, you can have confidence.  You are secure in his care.  Be strong, take courage, you are not alone.  You have an attentive father who also happens to be the most powerful being in the universe as your right hand guard.  Take heart.  You are ok.
714. Friday, October 16, 2009

re-used 6/16/16
Romans 8: 15
For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, " Abba! Father!"


Some people do not have an appreciation that we have been adopted in the Holy one’s family.  We are no longer strangers or trespassers.  Also, He went to enormous lengths to adopt us.  This relationship as Father and child should become very real to you.  It can become so real, in fact, that you begin to see Him as your father foremost, even more so than your biological father.  God was a father to you before you were a child of your biological father.  God is well aware of that relationship and longs to have you treat Him as your father.  Yes, He is God almighty but He is your Dad too.  He hears every word you speak to Him and is ready when you cry out Abba, father.
715. Monday, October 19, 2009

re-used 6/17/16
Mark 16: 15


(NIV)
He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.

This passage is from when Jesus commissioned his disciples after his death and resurrection.  He told them to go and preach the “good news” to all creation.  Sometimes as Christians we forget how Jesus phrased this and we lose sight of our commission.  He did not tell us to go into all the world and correct others and criticize their life styles.  He did not tell us to go and preach fire and brimstone on them until they repent.  He told us to tell them the good news; that he, Jesus, came that they might have life and have it more abundantly (John 10: 10).  We are supposed to preach that he came into the world so that all could be saved and can enter into a personal relationship with the Father of all creation.  He breached the gap between people and God so that we could be reconciled to Almighty God as our own father.  This world needs love.  People everywhere suffer from a lack of love.  We need to tell them that our Father is love and that he loves them.  Don’t preach John 3: 16 and skip the word love.  Preach it the loudest.
716. Tuesday, October 20, 2009

re-used 6/22/16
Matthew 18: 21 – 22
The Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him?  Up to seven times?”  Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.”

We all know that we are supposed to forgive all who act against us.  This passage reflects one of the really difficult situations in which we find ourselves sometimes.  This is the case that the same nut head keeps on sinning against us.  I can well feel Peter’s pain here.  It was really hard to forgive the guy the first time and now he has gone and done something heinous again.  How many times, Lord, must I turn my guts inside out for this guy who just abuses me at every single opportunity?  Well, Jesus’ point here was not only seventy times seven.  His real point is that you should forgive him every single time he does something against you.  Jesus must have thought that by the time we have forgiven someone 490 times, we might have the idea.  Sometimes you have someone who is just a thorn in your flesh.  Keep on forgiving.  Don’t get discouraged.  You are becoming more like your Dad every time you struggle through that forgiveness battle.  Soon, way before you go through it 490 times, you will have a revelation on how you can keep your peace even when that person is around.  And pray for him.  God can change him and the more you pray for him, hopefully the sooner he will change.

717. Wednesday, October 21, 2009

re-used 6/27/16
Matthew 5: 44

(King James Version)
But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.
These are the words of Jesus from early in his ministry.  We see him taking his own advice at the cross when he prayed to his father from the cross to forgive those who crucified him.  Jesus knew something that we are hopefully all learning.  When people act out, they are really revealing their own brokenness.  When we are healed and walking in our office and authority, then these people’s offenses become an opportunity for ministry rather than a time for us to be offended.  I am learning that people can do things that are prime stimuli for me to lose my peace but that it is really my decision to allow them to steal my peace or not.  The stronger and more complete my healing, then the less their stuff gets on me and the less it offends me.  You begin to see that the people who strike out at you or attempt to hurt you are really only exhibiting their own emotional damage.  As God heals their wounds, they will not feel the need to strike out at others or hurt others.  Their language will correct itself and they will be able to become others centered instead of being so selfish and self-centered.  We can help these people.  First, physician, heal thyself.  Allow God to do a work in you so that you are not susceptible to other people’s problems.  Then, learn to sincerely pray for these people.  Help them.  Also, as you grow and people do not so easily offend you, when someone does something that once had the power to upset you, you will find that you can meet them at their point of need right then and there and minister to their need.

718. Thursday, October 22, 2009

re-used 6/28/16
Ephesians 1: 5
He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will.

Just because some are adopted into the family does not make them any less a part of the family than those born into it.  We, of course, know this.  Yet, have we applied it to our relationship with our heavenly father?  Have we really come to know that we are children of the King because he chose us?  Adoption is a powerful law which gives the same rights to the adopted children as those who were born into the family.  Also, there is a covenant relationship involved in this adoption of gentiles into the family of God because although Jesus was the first born, he was also adopted.  

When we read the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1 we find that the genealogy that is listed is through Joseph, the husband of Mary.  “And to Jacob was born Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ” Matthew 1: 16.  Later in the scriptures Jesus is referred to as the son of Joseph.  Man adopted the son of God into a human family and God reciprocated by adopting the children of men into his family.  We are absolutely entitled to all of the benefits that belong to an heir because our heritage was guaranteed to us by the promises of generations.  We did not earn these benefits but just receive them because we have been adopted into the family of God, but as children of the father, let us try to do all things which are pleasing to him.

719. Friday, October 23, 2009

re-used 6/29/16
Isaiah 40: 8
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.

What is your life and your faith based upon?  As I observe people and religions I find it interesting to notice what underpins people’s lives as well as faith systems.  When we construct buildings we certainly want the under girding to be very strong indeed.  Yet with our lives we do not always give the same consideration.  Surely, we all want our lives to be founded on that which is strong and true.  The Bible says in Ephesians 6: 14 to gird ourselves with truth.  John 17: 17 says “Thy word is truth.”  So, putting those together would direct us to under gird ourselves with God’s word.  In other words, if we build our houses, our lives, on the firm foundation of His word, then we are building our lives on a platform of strength and stability.  This is the foundation which stands forever, the word of God.  We need something of strength and durability to stand on and that is the word of God.  I know that many people criticize the Bible or question its validity but this is what I have noticed.  Many who make those comments have not spent much time with it.  They have read very little of it and are really just commenting on what they have heard about it from someone else.  Secondly, those who actually have spent time with the word yet who do not revere it, rarely have anything substantial to supplant its use. They seem to have nebulous philosophies to which they loosely refer.  That is fine.  We all have to choose our own path in life but I say build your house on the rock and you will fare well in the storm (Luke 6: 48).  The Bible works.  It has been working for thousands of years now.  Its truths are infallible and the word of our God stands forever.
720. Monday, October 26, 2009

re-used 6/30/16
Matthew 21: 22
And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.

Wouldn’t it be nice if this verse simply said, “All things you ask, you shall receive?”  But, there is that problematic word set off between the commas.  We receive all things which, when we pray, we believe we will receive.  In Matthew 8: 13 Jesus told the Centurion, “[L]et it be done to you as you have believed.”  That could be frightening if Jesus said that to many of us.  We might be concerned that we will receive just exactly as we do believe.  Is fear dominant or is faith?  Most likely we have been receiving just exactly as we have been believing.  

In Mark 9: 23 Jesus told a petitioner, “All things are possible to him who believes.”  The man immediately cried out, “I do believe; help my unbelief.”  The man had not been in faith when he first approached Jesus. He told Jesus that he had brought his son for prayer but that Jesus’ disciples had been unable to cast out the spirit which was oppressing the boy.  Jesus responded “O unbelieving generation, how long shall I be with you?  How long shall I put up with you?  Bring him to me.”  The boy was delivered to Jesus and the boy’s father said to Jesus, “But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us!”  Jesus must have been amazed at the father’s unbelief.  He exclaimed, “If you can!”  That is when Jesus said to the man, “All things are possible to him who believes.”

So whose unbelief was it that Jesus was speaking to?  It is often presumed that Jesus was dismayed at his disciples and maybe he was.  But take a look at this man.  When the boy was taken to Jesus, he did not immediately pray for the boy.  First he spoke with the father.  He had to change the father’s unbelief into belief before he prayed for the boy.  You see, it was the father’s unbelief that was keeping the boy imprisoned.  When Jesus told the father that all things were possible to him if he would but believe he cried out, “I believe!”  Well, that is a great start.  First get your confession right.  Say out of your mouth that thing which you need, the result you want.  Secondly, knowing that he was no faith giant but rather was in unbelief, he asked Jesus to help him with his unbelief.  That was the real issue.  That was where Jesus had to minister.  As soon as the father believed Jesus was able to cast out the spirit.  The boy was set free.  

In order for us to receive the great gifts of the Lord, we too must cast out our own unbelief and become real believers. Pray to the Lord for help and work on believing Jesus.  When he says a thing, just accept it.  If it is too big for you, then ask the Lord for help in believing. This is how the whole kingdom of God works.

721. Tuesday, October 27, 2009

re-used 7/1/16
Psalm 84: 11
For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord gives grace and glory; no good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.

There is much substance in that small verse.  Our Father, God, is all things to us.  Is that not enough, that He is all things to us including our sunshine and protection?  For Him it is not.  He then gives to us all good things.  All of us who choose to be called his own; that is.  He even gives to us grace and glory.  Didn’t you think that glory was reserved for Him?  It is not.  We are to give Him glory but he also gives his glory to us.  Not only does His grace cover us, we all have heard that and accept it but he actually gives us His grace.  Now what do you suppose we are to do with his grace?  Spread it to others perhaps.  Even as He has given all good things to us, let us give good things unto others.  As we become more and more like Him, this will become our very nature too.  And while you give good things to men, don’t forget to spread around a bit of that grace God gave you.

722. Wednesday, October 28, 2009

re-used 7/5/16
Psalm 84: 12
O Lord of hosts, how blessed is the man who trusts in Thee!

How blessed indeed!  Do you know how little there is for you to worry about once your trust is in the Lord?  It is a great and wonderful blessing not to have to worry about every single thing in our lives.  The more we are able to turn over to the Lord of Hosts, the less there is for us to worry over.  You don’t have to take stress management classes anymore.  You are just less stressed.  The Lord, our God, is carrying all of that stress for you.  Each thing that you do not want to carry any longer, turn over to Him.  It may take a bit of practice and perhaps this is one of those things about which we must be constantly vigilante but it sure is worth every bit of effort.

Here is one little trick that I use.  I imagine one of those “IN” boxes that everyone used to have on their desks.  This one belongs to God.  Walk up to it and put into it the matter that is taking up so much of your thought life.  If a matter is important enough to you to cause you concern, then it is important enough for you to give to God.  He cares about every thing you care about, even the small things.  I have noticed that it is impossible to fill up His “IN” box.  He always has room for more.

723. Thursday, October 29, 2009

re-used 7/6/16
Isaiah 58: 6 – 7
Is this not the fast which I choose, to loosen the bonds of wickedness, to undo the bands of the yoke, and to let the oppressed go free, and break every yoke?  Is it not to divide your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into the house; when you see the naked, to cover him; and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?

This is the service the Lord prefers; that we would serve our fellows rather than empty and meaningless rituals.  God does not call us into works.  We are not justified by works.  We are justified by love but in that love let us serve our Lord and God by not turning our faces from those in need.  It is in our capacity as “His” body that we reach out to the lost and broken.  We are His hands in the earth.  We have the power in Him to break the bonds which tie people and destroy the yokes which keep people oppressed.  What small part can we each play?  Let the love of the Lord be seen in the earth, not because you are compelled to out of a sense of duty but rather out of the love that was first given you.  Let the love of the Lord that has taken up its residency in your heart flow out to other people.  Do not hide the righteousness of the Lord in your heart but rather let your heart express it to others.

724. Friday, October 30, 2009

re-used 7/7/16
Isaiah 58: 8
Then your light will break out like the dawn, and your recovery will speedily spring forth; and your righteousness will go before you; the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard.

Do you want to know what precedes the above? What comes before your light breaking out like the dawn?  It is verses 6 and 7 which were from yesterday, doing for others.  God does not ask you to do things for others for their sake only.  He is trying to get something to you.  God knows the law of sowing and reaping.  He knows it is the principle by which he created the earth.  He also knows if he can get us to sow a little seed, he can make it grow into a glorious dawn.  Think of what the light of dawn is like.  Have you seen a dawn recently?  It is glorious.  Moreover, it cannot be held back.  It lights the earth as far as you can see and beyond.  That is how God wants your light to be.  Your righteousness, which you have in Christ Jesus, will go before you and God is going to bring up the rear.  How glorious is that really?  In the middle is everything you need and more than you can think or ask.  God wants to sandwich you in His goodness and he is showing you how to enable him to do just that.  Give and it shall be given unto you (Luke 6: 38).

725. Monday, November 2, 2009

re-used 7/8/16
John 7: 39
But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

But now the Son of God is glorified and seated at the right hand of God.  Now the Spirit is a gift to all those who believe in the Son.  The Old Testament people met God though they knew very little about the coming Messiah.  They only knew that He was promised.  In the New Testament, we meet Jesus, the Messiah; the once promised, now come Son of God.  Jesus then told about the promise of the Holy Spirit.  He even said that it was to our advantage that He go away so that He could send us the “Helper” (John 16: 7).  There were many who did not recognize the promised Messiah once he came.  Let us not miss the promise that has come in our age, the promised Holy Spirit.  He is our helper and our teacher and we really need His help.  Call upon Him just as you would our Father and our Lord Jesus to help you in a time of need. Let Him lead you and guide you into all knowledge.  He is your constant help in a time of need.  Call Him.

726. Tuesday, November 3, 2009

re-used 7/11/16
John 16: 2 - 3
They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God.  And these things they will do, because they have not known the Father, or me.

Do you ever feel that you don’t quite fit in?  I suppose there are many people who feel that way at one time or another otherwise we wouldn’t have all of the conversation that we do about being yourself and “fitting in”.  Well, if you have ever felt that way, don’t worry.  You are in very good company.  Jesus didn’t fit.  He was an outcast and most of his group was not fit for the Kingdom of God in the eyes of the church leaders.  Paul was a well-trained man of the church but he was unacceptable in the eyes of God because he was persecuting all who believed in Jesus.  The he was converted in a very dramatic fashion.  He became an important disciple of Christ but he was no longer in the grace of the church.  So, as hard as it may sometimes be, do not fear and do not give up hope in our Lord because you don’t feel that you quite fit.  Be you because that is who the Lord made you to be.  Seek Him!  Honestly search Him out!  Chase Him with all your heart.  When you have done that, he will make all things alright.  You will find that he will teach you how valued you are in His sight.  He will give you the acceptance that you so crave.  Once you know in your heart of hearts that the Lord, our God, loves you just as you are, you can finally love yourself honestly and accept yourself just as he does.  You are his precious no matter what anyone else says.  And he loves you dearly.  That is a promise.

727. Wednesday, November 4, 2009

re-used 7/18/16
Psalm 27: 14
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; yes, wait for the Lord.

This is certainly a good verse for teaching about waiting on the Lord.  I was really intrigued, though, over the line, “let your heart take courage.”  I see in those words that we must make a decision to be encouraged.  We have to decide to let our hearts fill with encouragement.  You can choose to be discouraged or you can choose to be encouraged.  Perhaps it takes strength to allow yourself to stand in courage instead of living in discouragement because David tells us to be strong.  Certainly, in waiting on the Lord, you must decide to “faint not.”  That means, don’t give up.  Don’t give up on God or let your faith founder while you are waiting.  Waiting in faith does take backbone.  You have to decide to stand regardless of the appearance of the situation around you.  You must decide to keep on confessing words of faith even when the circumstances appear bleak.  You have to decide to let your heart be filled with courage.  You can even learn to encourage yourself when you don’t have an encourager to do it for you.  You purposefully decide to be of good courage.  You purposefully decide to believe God and his word instead of letting your heart fall into discouragement.  If you have felt discouragement lately, take heart; be of good courage because now you know that you can affect the condition of your heart.  Allow yourself to be encouraged.  Allow your heart to be filled with courage.  The Word of God is the best encourager there is.  Get in there and let your heart be full of the encouragement of the Lord.

728. Thursday, November 5, 2009

re-used 7/19/16
Jeremiah 30: 17
For I will restore you to health and I will heal you of your wounds, declares the Lord.

It is never too late to walk in the healing that the Lord has prepared for you.  It is certainly never too late to start declaring that your God, your Father, is a God of healing and health.  In these times it seems there is some catastrophic illness around every corner.  Every winter it seems that there is a new flu that threatens to decimate the human population.  In these times, know that our God is a God who heals and who provides health.  Even once you have become sick or injured, He is still on the job to heal you.  He is a God of restoration.  He can take what is broken and mend it.  He can restore the diseased and infirm to wholeness.  That is the essence of what He has for us, wholeness.  He wants to put you into a place where no sickness, disease or lack of any kind is permitted to deprive you.  And do not forget that He heals wounds as well as curing sickness.  He heals all wounds, even emotional ones.  He will remove the scars from you and restore you to the condition that you enjoyed prior to the injury.  

For your part, you must first believe that He is a God who heals.  Then you invite him to be the Lord over your physical and emotional health.  Give to him all the damage in your body and soul.  Pray asking Him to heal all of the injured parts of your body and life.  If you will let him, he really will meet you at your point of need.  He is love and He loves you dearly.  He wants to help you with the problems that vex you.  Expect Him to do just that and leave the door open for Him to heal you.
729. Friday, November 6, 2009

re-used 7/25/16
Proverb 22: 6

(NIV)

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.

Every parent confronts a big challenge in raising their children.  It has always been a difficult job.  God sure knows it too.  He has had a time with disobedient children.  That is why he has so constantly sent to us prophets and teachers to lead us.  Now He has even sent us His own Holy Spirit to be our teacher and our guide.  God knows that if we will receive His teaching that it will guide us all the days of our lives.  He also sent His son to be an example for us.

In the same way, we raise our own children.  It is not enough to just tell them what they have done wrong.  We must also tell them when they have done well.  We must teach them the difference between right and wrong and help them to make right choices.  The most powerful thing we can do for the children in our lives is to set a good example for them just as Jesus did for us.  When they see us pray and read our bible, then they learn how life is to be lived.  And don’t just read a Bible to them and talk to them about Christ.  Live it in front of them.  Read your Bible for you.  If you don’t want your children to lie, don’t lie.  If you don’t want them to steal, don’t steal.  Whatever principles guide your life will be the model for them.  When you raise your children on Biblical principles they will always have that strength and truth to lean on and to guide them.  

It is the toughest job there is to be a parent and there is not a parent out there who couldn’t use the help of the Lord.  Parenting is the hardest and most important job you will ever have.  Let God lead you and let the Bible be your resource manual.  If you raise your children in the Word, they will continue in the Word.  Even when they are older and out of your house, they will always have that Word in their hearts directing and keeping them.

730. Monday, November 9, 2009

re-used 8/1/16
1 Corinthians 3: 3
[F]or you are still fleshly.  For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?

Paul seems to say here that he did not expect us to walk as mere men.  He expected more of us.  We are expected us to walk like Christ.  Paul could tell that his disciples were not walking in the way because there was still jealousy and strife among them.  He berated them as fleshly babies but then attempted to draw them up to their true calling.  That was that they were to leave fleshly desires and behaviors behind and come up to a higher walk.  Paul actually expected them to walk in a way that was above normal life.  Honestly, most of the things that people strive over or are jealous about are temporal.  They generally are not important in the grand scheme of things.  When you have your eyes on the things above, it helps you tolerate the things of the world.  Set your gaze on things above and let the things of this world slip beneath your feet.  Don’t get caught up in the things of this world and you will find it easier to be kind to other people and jealousy and envy will no longer plague you.

731. Tuesday, November 10, 2009

re-used 8/2/16
Mark 4: 30 – 32
And He said, “How shall we picture the Kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it?  It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon the soil, yet when it is sown, grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms large branches; so that the birds of the air can nest under its shade.”

Jesus was trying to illustrate the Kingdom of God for us.  He compared the Kingdom of God to a seed, and not just any seed, but the smallest of all seeds.  He tells us, though, that once this seed is sown, it yields the greatest harvest of any seed of the garden.  The mustard plant not only yields a food crop, as do the other garden plants, but it also provides shelter and protection for the birds.  God is telling us that we need sow only a small seed in order to reap a large harvest, a harvest which will provide our food as well as our protection and shelter.  Everything we need is contained in that small seed.  Operating in the Kingdom of God is easier and more fruitful than operating in the world.  The world is like the rest of the garden where you labor and yet reap a smaller crop.  The Kingdom of God operates in faith and efficiency.  You can sow smaller seeds and yet gain all that you need.  

As you meditate on this scripture, you will find more and more depth in it.  Read it then think about it then re-read it.  Remember, this is Jesus trying to demonstrate the Kingdom of God to us so it is probably in our interest to glean all of the understanding from this that we can.
732. Wednesday, November 11, 2009
 re-used 8/4/16
Matthew 6: 33
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things shall be added to you.

One encounter with God can change your life forever.  Having an encounter with God is worth everything.  There really is nothing greater than a touch from Him.  But how do we find God in our everyday lives?  We must seek Him.  When we seek Him, we find Him.  In Him is the answer to every question we have as well as every need.  Our job is to seek Him out and it is His job to provide us with the resources we need.  Everything we need, want or desire is in Him.  Seek Him with all your heart, all your mind and all your strength and he will give you the desires of your heart.  He will be everything you need or want.  His touch will fill your heart and heal your hurts.  This type of seeking requires commitment and surrender though.  If you will be determined to seek Him out, you will most definitely find Him.  Seek Him in His word and through your prayers.  He will be found by you.

733. Thursday, November 12, 2009
re-used 8/17/16
Psalm 105: 4
Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face continually.

If you need strength today, it is in the Lord.  You do not even have to seek strength just seek Him.  All of the wisdom and knowledge you need are in Him also, so when you seek Him you gain all of the strength you need as well as every other thing you need.  Really, all of life can begin to boil down to this concept because if we will seek Him he will give us all that we need in every arena of life.  He is willing and able to assist you in every single area of your life.  From locating your misplaced keys to the wisdom you need in making an important decision, He is there to assist you.  Seek His face continually and He will fill your life with His very essence wherein all good things exist.
734. Friday, November 13, 2009

re-used 8/16/16
Mark 4: 35 – 41
 35 On that day, when evening came, He said to them, "Let us go over to the other side." 

 36Leaving the crowd, they took Him along with them in the boat, just as He was; and other boats were with Him. 

 37And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were breaking over the boat so much that the boat was already filling up. 

 38Jesus Himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke Him and said to Him, "Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?" 

 39And He got up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, "Hush, be still." And the wind died down and it became perfectly calm. 

 40And He said to them, "Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?" 

 41They became very much afraid and said to one another, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?" 

Don’t you just love this story?  It is so out of our realm of experience.  The storm they encountered out on the sea was obviously a big storm because waves were crashing over the boat and filling it with water.  There were gale force winds.  That is not the time most of us want to be out on the ocean.  First of all, Jesus was just sleeping through it.  That is amazing enough but then when his disciples awoke him, he actually rebuked them for their lack of faith.  He was disappointed that they were afraid.  Now how many of us would also have been afraid if we were in that kind of storm while on the sea?  And yet Jesus tells us that we should not be afraid nor should his disciples have been.  We are supposed to counter frightening circumstances with faith instead of fear.  Isn’t that remarkable?  Jesus did not even seem to think that the storm required a lot of faith to overcome.  He accused his disciples of having no faith.  You would think that hanging out with Jesus would cause his disciples to have great faith but they were even more afraid of him than they were the storm.  They began to learn what he could do but they were not learning yet that it was his faith in the father that was the source of it all.  Jesus expected the disciples to take care of that storm using the same faith that was available to him.  What does that say for us?  We must all learn to utilize that same faith that has been given to us through the son and the Holy Spirit.  First by reading and meditating on this story and others like it, we can begin to become familiar with the level of faith that is available and even expected of us.  We cannot begin to walk in this level of faith until we accept the idea that this kind of faith is possible to us.  You cannot have what you cannot believe for and you cannot believe for that which you cannot fathom.  Therefore, the first thing for us to do is to begin to wrap our minds around the concept of an enlightened faith walk. That is a harder task than it may first sound like because there are so many people who just cannot believe past the end of their noses.  They won’t want you believing big either so they will attempt to discourage you.  My advice is to follow Jesus example rather than theirs.  I just think that you would rather walk like he did than anyone else you know.  Set your eyes on him as your example and begin to tell yourself that all things are possible to those who believe.
735. Monday, November 16, 2009

re-used 9/5/16
Psalm 34: 10
But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing.

I am impressed again at the beginning of this week that there is a great spiritual key revealed in these few simple words.   You know, if you could really hear God’s voice clearly you would surely be successful in everything you do.  You would most assuredly be led down the best paths.  You would have insight and wisdom that would be enviable.  

This sort of grace comes through your intimate, warm relationship with the Lord.  That warm relationship comes from you seeking Him with all your heart and strength.  If you will do three things you will find tremendous results in a very short time.  Start today.  Read your Bible.  Pray to your Dad.  And spend a few minutes before Him in silence.  Those three things will launch you into a new level with the Lord of Hosts.  Don’t worry about how much you read or how long you pray.  Just start where you are.  That is where He expects you to begin.  He doesn’t expect you to read as much everyday as someone who is in full time ministry.  Just read it.  Start in Matthew and just read a bit each day.  Then spend a few minutes just talking to your Dad.  Don’t pray elaborate prayers; simply talk with Him as your friend and father.  I wouldn’t even worry about praying for all of the things you think you need.  Spend those precious moments just being with Him.  Then sit in silence for a few minutes.  That’s it; three things that will quickly change your life.  Today is a great day to start or start over.

736. Tuesday, November 17, 2009

re-used 9/2/16
Romans 4: 17

(KJV)


. . . God … who calleth those things which be not as though they were.

As Christians, there are several ways we can affect the situations around us.  One way is simply to pray and ask our Father to intervene.  There is another means by which the Lord has meant for us to affect our lives and the entire world.  That is through the power of our tongue; the power of confession.  God has given us His power so that we might go into all the world doing good even as Jesus did.  Our confession is the basic tool for this process.  This is the means by which the Father created the earth, the universe and all creation.  He spoke them into existence.  There is something so primal and so basic here that if we, as the body of Christ, can get a hold of it, we will be the means of change.  

God calls those things that aren’t as if they already were.  In His confession is creation.  Thereby it becomes reality.  So, His saying it makes it real.  Isn’t that awesome?  He has given this same ability to us because we have now been recreated in His image.  

I would love to declare a National Words of our Mouth Day.  On that day everyone would speak only positive, life giving words about any and every situation.  For that one day we would all say aloud those things which we want to see come to pass.  I would call you healed and prosperous and you would agree with me.  It would be very easy to have the second National Words of our Mouth Day because people would be filled with expectation from the great success they saw in the first one.  Expectation would make the second even more momentous.   Maybe we could start tomorrow.
737. Wednesday, November 18, 2009

re-used 9/7/16
Matthew 11: 28 – 30


Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.

You’ve heard the song and now read the book.  Come unto me for I give you rest.  Are you tired, weary?  Jesus gives restoration and healing.  He is not arrogant, demanding or boastful.  He is gentle and nurturing.  He will not lay on you a burden.  He will not charge a high cost in order to receive his rest and reassurance.  The price is already been paid.
Do you know anyone who is worn out?  Who has spent their energy striving only to fall on their faces or find that the prize was not worth the effort?  Send them this word of encouragement.  I just cannot think of a better word of encouragement.  Jesus, himself, offers that which so many people are desperate for.  Send this to someone today and spread this great news.  We don’t have to strive any more.  Jesus already paid the cost for our rest.  We have only to go to him and receive that which he is warehousing for us.  What do you want?  What do you need?  Jesus has it in abundance for you today.

738. Thursday, November 19, 2009

re-used 9/8/16
Exodus 8: 8 10
Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and begged, “Plead with the Lord to take the frogs away from me and my people. I will let your people go, so they can offer sacrifices to the Lord.” 

 9 “You set the time!” Moses replied. “Tell me when you want me to pray for you, your officials, and your people. Then you and your houses will be rid of the frogs. They will remain only in the Nile River.” 

 10 “Do it tomorrow,” Pharaoh said. 

   “All right,” Moses replied, “it will be as you have said. Then you will know that there is no one like the Lord our God. 

What a nut!  Why didn’t Pharaoh answer Moses with, “Do it TODAY!  Do it right now!”?  But are we really any different?  Don’t we look to tomorrow for our prayers to be answered?  Are we waiting until tomorrow to receive our healing?  Our prosperity?  What is wrong with today after all?  Is this just some kind of fear?  Do we need a day to prepare to receive God’s miracles?  Well, I don’t know the answers to these questions but I do know that today is better than tomorrow.  Why put up with frogs if you don’t have to?  Or is it that our problems become so familiar that there is actually some comfort in them.  That is to say that because change is so uncomfortable to most people we actually rest with our problems rather than challenging them.  Would you really prefer to be miserable with the problems you know because there is familiarity in the status quo than getting completely free of them?  Are the frogs you know more tolerable than the risk of facing them even if you are already guaranteed that the Lord will banish your frogs?  When we learn that we really can trust our Father and that the words He has given us are truth and life, will we then be able to tell Him that we want the frogs gone today?  I hope so.  I hope we can take a step towards allowing God to free us from all the snares in which we are entangled.  I pray that we take at least one small step in that direction today.

739. Friday, November 20, 2009

re-used 9/13/16 as edited
Psalm 16: 8


I have set the Lord continually before me; because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.

That is a good feeling, to know that God Almighty is walking at your right hand.  King David, the author of this psalm, had practice walking with God.  He had experience with Him.  David was confident in God’s ability to take care of him.  David took the first step though.  He placed God at the center of his world.  The Lord was continually before his eyes because David put Him there.  David established the Lord in his life and he learned that by so doing he could walk through the world without being shaken.  Even when trouble came, David knew that God would see him through it.  What a sense of peace that must have given him.  We can attain to that same relationship with our Dad too and even greater because we are living in the new covenant.
740. Monday, November 23, 2009

re-used 9/14/16
Jeremiah 31: 33     11/23/09
I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

Relationship; that is what this whole Christianity thing is about.  At a very basic level Christianity is not a religion.  Religion is what happens after people believe in our Father but the fundamental desire of our Father is not to be worshiped and served.  His fundamental purpose is to be in relationship with us and to provide the means by which we can be in relationship with Him.  The reason Jesus came to the earth was to restore that “way” to the Father for us.  Jesus is “the way”.  By and through him we travel back into a close, personal relationship with the Lord, our God.  

A relationship of any kind requires input by more than one person.  In other words, relationships require two-way communication; give and take.  Many Christians have a very one dimensional connection with the Lord.  We can have so much more and it is our God’s desire that we do.  As we open our minds to what it means to develop a good relationship with another person, we begin to also open our hearts to what it means to do the same with our Father God.  As we open our hearts and minds to Him, he is better able to direct us and thus lead us into a deep and meaningful relationship with Him.  He really will teach you all kinds of things about walking with Him like Adam and Eve walked with Him in the Garden of Eden.  As we treat him as a person of value rather than as a far away God, we will really move into an intimate place with Him and I can think of nothing greater than that.

741. Tuesday, November 24, 2009


re-used 9/14/16
Romans 15: 13
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Our God is hope.  We have an uncommon peace because it is the peace Jesus left for us.  It is the peace that comes from having faith in the Holy One; from knowing that He is on your side and is watching over you.

I feel for the people who do not know God.  They are without hope.  But no matter what our problems; whether sickness, a lost loved one or any of a multitude of things, we have hope because we have God.  There are people out in the world who have no hope.  They have no expectation that things are going to get better.  We can have hope even when we do not see any way for our circumstance to improve because we know God and know Him to be a miracle worker.  Maybe you have been in a hopeless situation and seen God deliver you.  In Him there is always hope and that is a truly great thing.  Our hearts need not be burdened with the worry because we know He is there for us.

I pray, along with Paul, that you will “abound in hope” and be filled to the fullest by the Holy Spirit.  Don’t let the problems get you down because where there is God, there is always hope.  May you be filled with the joy and peace that comes from believing in Him.  May you overflow with gratitude that you always have a hope and a prayer.
742. Wednesday, November 25, 2009

re-used 9/16/16
Psalm 16: 1
Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge.  I said to the Lord, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing.”

In this verse I think you can hear the absolute trust David had in the Lord.  He seems to have reached a place in his life where God had filled every facet of his life.  The Lord became his refuge and his protection.  David does not sound the least bit concerned over his safety because he has given the task of his protection completely to God.  He has absolute faith that God will keep him secure and safe.  Whatsmore, he has come to the place where he is blessed beyond measure but knows that all of the good of his life is the gift of the Lord.  He is secure in every part of his life.  There is no worry.  David certainly had his share of trouble but he had learned to turn it over to God and trust Him fully.  We, as fellow believers, get to glimpse David’s life and his relationship to the Father.  As we do, we see the heights to which we can attain in our fellowship with the Lord.  Let the fullness of revelation fill you and then determine that you will know the maker fully as well as David did.  Let God be your all in all.
743. Thursday, November 26, 2009

Revelation 7: 12
Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever Amen.

Thanksgiving, this is the season for it.  And truthfully, God deserves all the glory and thanksgiving we can bring to him.  But did you know that we benefit from giving God thanks?  Thanksgiving unlocks a powerful flow of God in our lives.  There is something about it that opens our hearts when we sincerely give thanks.  Sincere thanksgiving comes from our hearts and connects to the heart of God.  Anytime you connect with God, He always gives more than you could ever give.  When you open that channel between the two of you, He uses it to flood your being with His blessings.  We know we are supposed to give thanks to God for all the good things He has done and for who He is.  We forget sometimes, though, that everything He has instructed us to do, He has told us for our own good.  He is not trying to get something from us.  He is trying to get something to us.  Open your heart today and give Him all the thanks He so richly deserves.  Then let Him flood your heart with all that He wants to communicate to you.  Retain this posture of Thanksgiving all year and assume a new connection with the Lord.
744. Friday, November 27, 2009

re-used 9/19/16
Genesis 39: 2
The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered.

People constantly run around trying to figure out the secret to success.  There are seminars, books and tapes, even classes trying to teach success.  Well, here is the shortcut for those of you who don’t want to work quite so hard.  Joseph dedicated himself to the Lord.  Joseph’s story is a great one.  There was no way to keep that boy down.  No matter what the devil did to him, he kept his faith in God.  And God overcame ever obstacle, even the impossible ones.  There is no way a Hebrew can go from a pit, to being a slave, to prison, to the right hand man of Pharaoh.  Joseph had almost as much power as Pharaoh himself.  He wore the King’s ring.  This rise to success is impossible, isn’t it?  Well, it is also history, meaning it has already happened.  God specializes in the impossible.  He expects you to do the possible.  You don’t need Him in order to do the possible.  But together He expects you two to do the impossible.  That is what He does.  Do you want to be successful in every area of your life?  Is it impossible for you to have Joseph’s kind of financial success?  Can God do in your family what He did in Joseph’s?  Of course He can.  That is what He does.  He can even make your unruly, disobedient, murderous brothers love you and honor you.  That’s big!  And that is what God wants to do in your life.  Be like Joseph.  That is all you have to do.  Put your mind, heart and energy into studying Joseph’s life and his dedication to the Lord.  Learn to have faith in God and trust Him like Joseph did.  Serve in honesty and faithfulness.  The rest is up to God.

The Lord be with you.
745. Monday, November 30, 2009

re-used 9/20/16
Exodus 15: 26
I am the Lord that heals you.

That is short, sweet and to the point.  You would need help in confusing this scripture because it is so simple.  And yet, we really are not walking in this simple belief.  Most of us believe that God heals.  All you have to do is go to a hospital to see that truth.  People will receive prayer when they are sick even if they have refused God all of their lives.  Why do we ask people to pray for us if we do not believe God heals?  Well of course we do believe.  Then why are we not all walking in health?  Somehow in the body of Christ we have let this simple truth slip away from our daily walk.  We know that He is our Lord that heals us.  We know it!  But I think we only know it with our minds.  We don’t believe it with our heart of hearts.  We pray for healing when someone is seriously sick hoping that God will heal them rather than believing that God is going to heal them.  Then in our daily lives we receive all manner of sickness, pain and suffering.  We do not mean to.  We have just been led along by the world; by those who do not have a hope of healing.  We have started acting like them instead of acting like children of the great healer.  

It might be a great task for all of us to get ourselves turned back around but we can do it because all things are possible in Him and to those who believe.  We just need to take one small step and then another.  We need to encourage one another and we need to keep on praying as we have been but now with greater expectation that the God of miracles really is present for us and that He really will show up on the scene.  Help your friends increase their expectation and demands on God’s promises.  Encourage them and when you have a sickness or a disease attack your body, ask them to pray for your health too.   Working together we can turn around the body of Christ and reclaim the promises of God in our life.  
746. Tuesday, December 1, 2009

re-used 9/21/16 as edited
Psalm 18: 28
For Thou dost light my lamp; the Lord my God illumines my darkness.

It is nice to know that the Lord is your light in dark times.  No matter how tumultuous the time nor how bleak the horizon, God is your ever present light shedding illumination on everything in your path.  You do not have to stay in the darkness.  His light will lead you out.  Let him be the lamp unto your feet.
747. Wednesday, December 2, 2009

re-used 9/22/16
Genesis 39: 5
From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph.

The place where you work should be blessed just because you work there.  Every organization that you are a part of should be under the blessing just because you are there.  Don’t ever minimize that important role you play.  You may be wondering why you are where you are or why God does not take you out.  Maybe you think you should be in a better job or that another company might appreciate you more.  Maybe you are even in an almost unbearable situation.  Don’t worry.  Wherever you are, God has your back.  It may be, though, that you are the only light in that place or maybe you are not the only light but that if you left the few remaining people like yourself will not have the support they need.  Whatever the circumstance, take your eyes off of yourself for a minute and ask God if you are in the right place.  If you are, then just serve gladly and faithfully.  Remember, Joseph went through some undesirable places but he ended up at the right hand of Pharaoh.  You are going to end up at the right hand of God so do what you can to bless others even while in unlovely situations.  

748. Thursday, December 3, 2009

re-used 9/23/16
Matthew 7: 21
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.”

Sometimes I like to say, “Don’t judge Christianity by Christians.”  Christianity is best judged by looking at Christ.  He is the one we are trying to be like.  We are still striving and becoming.  We are broken, yet overcoming.  Sometimes our brokenness is louder than His healing.  Yet, as we go along, we change and are changed.  Eventually the love of God will dynamically alter our lives and we will better represent the Kingdom of God.

There are some, though, who upon receiving forgiveness and salvation never let the miracle working love of Christ transform their lives.  There is no obvious difference between them and the unsaved.  The love of Christ, the sacrifice He made for us, ought to have an impact on our lives and our behaviors.  We, like him, should walk in love, forgiveness and unselfish affection for others.  How does our Christianity show or better still, how should it show?  The first and greatest commandment was love and the second one was love; love God, love your brothers.  Let the light in you shine and let others see the miracle and blessing of God that you are.
749. Friday, December 4, 2009

re-used 9/26/16
Galatians 5: 1
It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

The spirit of Christ has set us free from every type of bondage.  Is it possible that you are in bondage to something?  Fear, a bad habit, anger?  Is there something that keeps you down?  Well, Jesus is the good news of the gospel!  His accomplishments on this earth and beyond have now provided everything you need in order to be free of every kind of torment.  When Jesus purchased our freedom, he meant that we might be free from every sort of bondage.  The price He paid was complete and so, too, should be your freedom.  If there is anything that dominates you, pray to the Lord about it.  Tell Him that you give it to Him and that you receive your freedom.  Then, never be subjected again to the yoke of slavery.  Shake it off.  Every time that same old thing tries to get you down, claim your victory in Christ Jesus and call upon Him for your continued salvation from that torment.
750. Monday, December 7, 2009

re-used 9/27/16
James 1: 22

(Amplified Version)
But be doers of the Word [obey the message], and not merely listeners to it, betraying yourselves [into deception by reasoning contrary to the Truth].

Jesus said we would be known by our fruit (Matthew 7: 16).  It will not be by what we say but rather the evidence of how we behave by which we will be known to Jesus as His own.  Probably we all know someone who talks a good game but doesn’t seem to really have the proof in the pudding.  In other words, they know the right things to say but their life really doesn’t represent the love that Jesus invested in them.  I know someone like that.  This person seems to read the Bible, listens to tapes by Christian leaders and reads Christian books and yet, the love of Christ and the Truth of Christ does not always seem to be present.  Now we can all make mistakes and many fall into carnality sometimes but we really should endeavor to do all that Christ is teaching us.  The Bible is not a book for intellectual meditation as much as it is an owner’s manual for each of us.  We are to apply what we read there.  When it says, do not judge, forgive, pray for those who persecute you, love all, pursue peace and the rest, we are actually supposed to give ourselves over to those behaviors.  We’ll not do it all in our own might though.  Here is where the love of Christ in our lives manifests itself.  In all humility we ask our Dad to help us; to create in us a heart capable of behaving like Jesus.  Then we surrender to His ministrations as he makes us into an exact image of Christ exemplified in us.  Hallelujah!  All this is possible in Him.  Let us do what we see in the Bible including letting Him, with our help, transform us into the very image of His dear son.  Be ye doers of the Word, not hearers only.

751. Tuesday, December 8, 2009

re-used 9/28/16
Psalm 107: 9

(Amplified)

For He satisfies the longing soul and fills the hungry soul with good.

We all know someone who is hungry on the inside.  Their soul longs for something and thirsts desperately.  They don’t even know what it is that they so urgently crave.  As humans we try to fill that longing with all sorts of things.  You know the list.

Each and every one of us has a place in our hearts, in our souls that only God can fill.  We can try every sort of thing to make ourselves happy but it never works.  We have a deep, spiritual place in our being that needs to be ministered to in like manner as we feed and nourish our minds and bodies.  We are tri-dimensional beings and nothing short of spiritual food can feed the spiritual parts of ourselves.  You can drink all the booze you want, work all the hours you can, go from lover to lover, and all of the other various things people do in order to satisfy themselves but none of it will satisfy.  Money will never fill the void and neither can another person.  So, if you are waiting for someone or something to make you whole, give it up.  Only God can fill that spiritual void in your life.  And don’t get to thinking that a bunch of non-Godly spirituality can do it.  That is about like your body living on sugar alone.  It will not, cannot satisfy.  Only the love of God can fill that hungry spot.  Only His Spirit can nourish your spirit.  The sooner we all realize that our spirits long for His sweet embrace, the sooner we can get healthy, the sooner we will be whole.  

Do you know someone who is desperate?  Do they hunger and thirst yet know not for what they hunger and thirst?  Pray for them today to receive the food that our Lord and God so willingly offers.  His food is free to us and the satisfaction it brings is eternal.  It is great and wondrous to be satisfied.  Praise God for the harvest.
752. Wednesday, December 9, 2009

re-used 9/29/16
Psalm 9: 1 – 2

(Amplified)

I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will show forth all thy marvelous works.  I will be glad and rejoice in thee; I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High.

The dictionary says that to praise is to commend the worth of, express approval or admiration of and also to laud the glory of as in song; glorify; extol.  The noun is commendation and glorification.  When we praise the Lord, we are to extol His greatness.  This verse shows, I believe, a good example of one who knows how to praise the Lord.  I imagine, though, that there are plenty of us who spend little time praising Him.  I am impressed that God would have us turn our attention to praise.  We need to learn how to praise Him and we need to praise him continually.  

Praise is a powerful tool.  It helps in our relationship with Him and it also helps unlock the power that he has stored up for us.  God used praise to defeat armies.  He can use praise to defeat every enemy and obstacle that you face.

Let us all learn to raise our voices to tell of his glorious nature.  It is really good to praise Him in your private time.  That is when you can be most free.  Don’t use your time with God only to ask Him for all kinds of things.  Spend some time recognizing his greatness and all that He has already done for you.

In this Christmas season, let us turn our hearts and minds to worshiping Him anew.  Praise Him with a new heart and a new voice.  Let Him hear how precious He is to you and how deep your love for Him really is.
753. Thursday, December 10, 2009
re-used 9/30/16
Genesis 37: 6 – 8
And he said to them, “Please listen to this dream which I have had; for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf rose up and also stood erect; and behold, your sheaves gathered around and bowed down to my sheaf.”  Then his brothers said to him, “Are you actually going reign over us? Or are you really going to rule over us?”

Joseph was seventeen years old when he had that dream.  Just a youngster but he knew he had heard from God.  We all know the end of the story.  He did eventually rule over his brothers.  There was quite a journey between the time of the dream, though, and the realization of it.  What amazes me about Joseph is that he never gave up on the dream and he never gave up on God.  

Frankly, if I was sitting in a prison or serving as a slave in a foreign country I am pretty sure that I would have doubted me, God or both; probably both.  I would probably have started out thinking that I didn’t really hear from God.  I only thought I heard from God but if I really did then I wouldn’t be sitting in this filthy prison.  I just have been wrong about hearing from God.  But it seemed so real, so certain.  Well, maybe it is that I missed it somewhere along the line.  Maybe I really did hear from God but I blew it somehow and now I am off the track.  Yeah, that’s it.  Well, even so, why isn’t God big enough to bring about his will even when I make a mistake?

Does any of that sound familiar?  Have you ever had similar doubts?  Maybe it has been several years since you had that word from God and you see absolutely no evidence that you are any closer to the realization of it than you were the day you received it.  The trite statement of the day is, “Have faith.”  It seems trite but really that is the thing we must do.  In order to accomplish great things with God, we supply the faith and he supplies the power.  You’ve got to hang in there, though, when the situation looks bleak.  Even when you are Egypt and you think your miracle is in Canaan, hold on.  What God did in Joseph’s life He is able to do in yours.  Brush off those old dreams and goals.  Give them a new coat of paint.  You are coming out of prison and the future is bright.
754. Friday, December 11, 2009

re-used 10/3/16
Psalm 107: 8

(Amplified)

Oh, that men would praise [and confess to] the Lord for His goodness and loving-kindness and His wonderful works to the children of men!
We have plenty we can celebrate about the goodness of God.  He has freed us from every burden, sin and has set us up on high with Him.  Now let us boldly praise His name and tell of his goodness.  But also, confess the victories of the Lord.  Confess his victories in your life and over all the works of the devil.  Confess His healing in the face of the devil’s sickness.  Proclaim your liberty.  Say it loud out of your mouth.  My God has overcome every evil thing in this and in the age to come.  He has set me free from the law of sin and death (Romans 8: 2) and I praise you Lord that you have.  I praise your name and glorify you because you are worthy of all praise.

It’s that easy, though I admit that it sometimes takes some practice.  Confess His word.  Let it come out of your mouth.  Thank Him from the bottom of your heart.  Give Him praise.  It all works together for your overcoming in His name.

Monday, December 14, 2009

No Verse, took this day off.
755. Tuesday, December 15, 2009

re-used 10/4/16
1 Chronicles 16: 4
And he appointed some of the Levites as ministers before the ark of the Lord, even to celebrate and to thank and praise the Lord God of Israel.

King David erected a tent to house the Ark of the Covenant.  On the day that he had it moved to the tent, he sent singers and musicians before the ark and he, himself, also sang and danced before the procession.  After the ark was placed in the tent, King David made offerings to the Lord.  When he had finished making the offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the Lord and then he appointed a whole group of people to celebrate before the ark.  There were people who played instruments, some even who blew trumpets continually.  They were assigned to bring praise to the name of the Lord and to give thanks.  It was important enough that the King involved himself in seeing it done.

These days we do not have priests to perform these tasks for us.  We have entered into an intimacy with the Lord such that we do not need intercessors or mediators between us and our father.  Jesus purchased our way to the father.  We can now lay our own petitions at the feet of the father ourselves.  That means, though, that we must also learn to praise and give thanks for ourselves.  David setup a system whereby there was always someone in the tent offering thanks and praise to the father.  That suggests to me that we are to be in a continual state of thanksgiving and praise.  Even as you remind the Lord of the things for which you ask, offer your praise and honor him.  Tell him how grateful you are to even be able to come into his presence.  Let him hear how you love him and trust him.  And really, if you will do that first, before you begin to petition him, you will find that your asking will change in tone.  You will have a different perspective on his provision, more confidence and assurance I think.  And that also will please the Lord.
756. Wednesday, December 16, 2009

reused 10/5/16
2 Chronicles 31: 21
And every work which he began in the service of the house of God in law and in commandment, seeking his God, he did with all his heart and prospered.

This verse is about a fellow named Hezekiah.  Hezekiah taught me how to follow the Lord. I remember clearly the day in 2005 when the Lord gave me this verse.  It radically transformed my life and I hope it will have the same effect for you.  I saw in this verse my way through the maze of all of the things I thought I should do.  I gained an understanding of how I would make important decisions in my life.  This verse was part of an epoch journey that has led, and is leading me, into a deep, abiding trust in the Lord; a trust that is freeing and optimistic.

The Lord showed me that if I would seek Him, He would show me the way to go.  Even if, or when, the path looks danger fraught or even just silly, He taught me that I could trust Him.  He taught me to throw my whole heart into whatever He has shown me.  It has been difficult putting aside my reservations but therein lies the freedom.  

Whatever God is telling you to do, throw your whole heart into it and trust Him to work out the details.  It is His job to prosper you, not yours.  Your job is to follow His leading and trust Him.  Your job is to seek Him.  The rest is on Him.  Once you are sure of the way the Lord is leading you, toss your worry aside and put your whole heart into that which He is leading you, even if it makes no sense.  He knows what he is doing.  Really!  Trust Him with all your heart.
757. Thursday, December 17, 2009

re-used 10/10/16
1 Chronicles 16: 8 – 9
O give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples.  Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; speak of all His wonders.

Now there is a beautiful picture of praise.  Here speaks the voice of one who is truly grateful for all the Lord has done and for who he is.  Sometimes we need to remind ourselves of all that the Lord has done for us so that we can be just as jubilant as was David in the above passage.  I have to remind myself but once I get started I find there is an infinite well from which I can draw.  Then it becomes easy to speak of all that He has done in your life.  His wondrous deeds begin to bubble out of you.  Sometimes when you begin to think of what the Lord has done it is hard to get past the blood of Jesus.  That alone can fill you with praise.  Think on all the things you have and all that God has done for you and then sing praises to Him.
758. Friday, December 18, 2009


reused 10/11/16
1 Chronicles 16: 11
Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face continually.

This verse is placed in a “Psalm of Thanksgiving” found in First Chronicles.  I find it interesting that in the midst of a Psalm of Thanksgiving David would include these words.  This was his source of strength.  He recognized that his source of Thanksgiving came from his seeking of the Lord.  His great praise comes from his having sought the Lord on many occasions.  He knew that he was enjoying this wonderful time of praise because he sought his Lord prior to the abundance of blessing.

This verse teaches us that the blessing is in the seeking.  In other words, when we seek the Lord, we find the multitude of blessings that are just a part of him.  David is teaching us that we should praise and thank the Lord but that we should also remember to continue to seek God’s face continually.  Jesus prepared a way for us to commune with he and the father and it is in that communion with them that the greatest blessing is found.  Then there is great ground for praise and worship.
759. Monday, December 21, 2009

re-used 12/15/16
Romans 12: 10

(Amplified)

Love one another with brotherly affections [as members of one family], giving precedence and showing honor to one another.

This is a tall order to fill.  Nonetheless, God would not have directed so if he had not also empowered us to do it.  This, being the season of ultimate love, it is worthwhile to look at love from the author of love, our own dear father.  Even as we celebrate the birth of Christ, our sight drifts forward to the sure knowledge of Calvary.  While the angels sang and the shepherds rejoiced in pure delight for the arrival of the messiah, God in heaven knew the destiny of the babe.  But men did not know.  They did not realize that the messiah would save all by sacrificing himself.  Men thought of a conquering Lord of war.  Little did they know that Jesus would overcome by his stripes and it was his deep and abiding love for you and me that gave him the strength to receive those stripes.  It was love that brought him into the earth and it was love that put him on that cross.  And it is love that will carry us all home.

He now lives inside of us.  Because of that, his love also lives inside of us.  We are able to love in a holy, self-sacrificial way because love has come and made its abode with us.  Because he first loved, we love.  And not because anyone deserves our love.  Many do not deserve yours or God’s love.  But he showed us how to love even when we were undeserving and unworthy.  Now by his grace and because of his love and mercy, we love others, even the unlovely; those who are difficult to love.  He loves them so we allow his love to work through us.  Because he first loved a people; a person, who was unworthy of love and even unwilling to be loved, we allow him to express himself through us.  During this season, his love is more touchable than ever.  Let your heart be soft allowing him to fill you to overflowing with his goodness and love.  And then pass it on.  In his name.
760. Tuesday, December 22, 2009

re-used 10/13/16
Romans 12: 11
(Amplified)

Never lag in zeal and in earnest endeavor; be aglow and burning with the Spirit, serving the Lord.

Are you on fire for God?  That is what this scripture is telling us we can be; that we should be.  Do you know that glow that a bride has around her on her wedding day?  That is like the glow that should follow us.  When we get a real revelation of the deep love the father has for us, it lights us up like a Christmas tree.  Then we can evermore glow with the fire of the Holy Spirit.  We need that.  Stir yourself up so that you never lack in zeal for the Lord.  Serve Him with a full heart because you want to; never because you think you have to.  Remember he called you in love rather than in duty.  Yet it is your love for him that will draw you into doing things you never even thought possible.  Let the Holy Spirit fill you to overflowing so that you will be aglow with His love and power.
761. Wednesday, December 23, 2009

re-used 10/13/16
Romans 12: 14
(Amplified)

Bless those who persecute you [who are cruel in their attitude toward you]; bless and do not curse them.

I really think this is the hardest thing we have to do as Christians.  If we are really dedicated to our Father and really want to please Him, we have to learn to bless those who torture us.  We have to learn how to ask God to bless those people who are mean and vindictive to us.  Look, if they are behaving in a way that is mean spirited, then they really need your prayers.  They are acting out of broken place in them and only our heavenly father has the power to heal those deep injuries.  If you damn them and curse them, then who is going to pray for them?  They are acting out towards you precisely because you are of the Lord and your life and light are beacons to them.  Perhaps it is also a condemnation because they know the unlovliness that is resident in their hearts and they feel conviction from the Holy Spirit.  Don’t give up on them though.  No matter how they torture and abuse you, keep your faith in the Holy One of Zion.  He will see you through and he is their salvation as well.  Hang in there.  You might be the only person that your tormentor has that will pray for them.  Your father sees your suffering and your faithfulness.  And even though it seems hopeless at times, your father will see you both through.
762. Thursday, December 24, 2009

Luke 2: 9 - 11
And an angel suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened, and the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Glory to the Lord for a savior has been born!  There is no need for anyone to be lost because a savior was sent into the world.  There is no need for the broken to suffer or for any need to go unmet.  God has put his answer into the world so that world may rejoice and be glad.  

After the shepherds followed the star to Bethlehem and saw the baby Jesus, the scripture says they went away “glorifying and praising God” (v. 20).  I pray the joy which met and filled those shepherds will fill your heart this season and that you will see hope for every situation.  I pray that the miracle of Jesus will give you a new revelation of all that is possible in him.  I pray that your every need will be met in your life and that you will have and enjoy super-abundant joy.  May the blessing of the Lord follow you every where you go.  Merry Christmas!
763. Monday, December 28, 2009

Psalm 107: 31
Let them give thanks to the Lord for His lovingkindness, and for His wonders to the sons of men!

When you really pause and consider all the wonders of this life and all of the blessings in your life, it is not hard to sing praises to the Lord.  His wonders do fill the earth and his miracles are daily.  It is indeed a great blessing that we were born into this country with its opportunities and its many blessings.  All of the blessings of this world and of this life, He has prepared just for you.  Because He loves you, he has filled you with good things and he has filled the earth with good for you.  When you behold all that He has done it becomes a small thing to give Him thanks.  At the base, we just give thanks that He so loves us.  It is His great love for us that compels Him.  And because of that love, we are blessed in the field and blessed in the city; blessed going in and blessed going out.  Give thanks to Him for all that He is and for all that He has done but mostly just because He loved us first; because He loved us when we were unlovely.
764. Tuesday, December 29, 2009

Luke 2: 28
[T]hen he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, “Now Lord, Thou dost let Thy bond-servant depart in peace, according to Thy word.

This is the story of a man named Simeon.  Simeon was a devout man to whom God made a promise.  God, through the Holy Spirit, told Simeon that he would not see death until his eyes had beheld the savior of Israel, the messiah.  When Mary and Joseph took the baby Jesus to the temple the Holy Spirit also lead Simeon to the temple.  Seeing the baby Jesus, he took Him into his arms and thanked his God for the answer to prayer and the fulfillment of God’s promise.  Simeon held the messiah in his arms and looked upon the face of he who would save the whole world.  How blessed Simeon must have felt on that day.  He saw salvation come into the world.  He saw his dreams fulfilled and God’s promise honored.  

God still honors His word today just as He did all those many years ago.  He has no choice but to do what He has said He would do because He is not a man that He can lie.  His very speaking of a thing makes it so.  Has God made you a promise?  Never let go of it.  Even if it tarries, it must come to pass.  What God has said, He must do.  Remember Simeon in those times when the vision begins to slip a little.  Hang onto the hope of the promise for God will do for you all that He has said.

765. Wednesday, December 30, 2009

reused 10/19/2016
Romans 10: 11
For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.

I believe the above yet I know many disappointed Christians.  For years I have wondered why we are not living in more victory than we are.  I have found one reason even if it may not be the definitive answer.  When we read a passage like the one above, most of us are first off excited by the idea.  But within seconds, doubts come.  We don’t know if we can really believe this or not.  Right then we begin to compromise the Word of God.  We don’t like to think that we do that but the truth is that we unfortunately do.  Then the next thing we do is wait for God to prove that this word is true.  We have all done it even though we all want to be faith giants.  We adopt a “wait and see” attitude.  To do otherwise is like stepping out on the edge of a cliff.  

I am coming to believe, though, that God’s miracles are out there on that cliff.  I believe He wants us to accept His word as truth and act on it rather than waiting to see it proved out in our experience.  He wants us to learn to have faith and trust in the words we read and put our reliance in them.  What would it mean to you if you really, really believed the passage above?  What if you knew beyond any doubt that you would not be disappointed in whatever you do?  Would it change the way you approach some situations?  I know it would change how I deal with situations if I could jump all the way into radical belief and radical trust.  Join me!  Let’s step one step further out on that cliff and try to believe God the way He says things.  Let’s try to accept Him where He is instead of making Him fit into our limited thinking.  Let’s just inch one bit further into trust and acceptance.  It could make for a very radical experience indeed.
g out on the edge of a cliff.  

I am coming to believe, though, that God’s miracles are out there on that cliff.  I believe he wants us to accept His word as truth and act on it rather than waiting to see it proved out in our experience.  He wants us to learn to have faith and trust in the words we read and then put our reliance in them.  What would it mean to you if you really, really believed the passage above?  What if you knew beyond any doubt that you would not be disappointed in whatever you do?  Would it change the way you approach some situations?  I know it would change how I deal with situations if I could jump all the way into radical belief and radical trust.  Join me!  Let’s step one step further out on that cliff and try to believe God the way He says things.  Let’s try to accept Him where He is instead of making Him fit into our limited thinking.  Let’s just inch one bit further into trust and acceptance.  It could make 2010 a very radical year indeed.
766. Thursday, December 31, 2009
re-used 10/20/16
John 16: 13
But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth.

There used to be an expression, “God can’t steer a parked car.”  The point of it was that the Holy Spirit has been sent here to steer and direct you but you have to get the car off of the curb first.  You must start the car and put it in gear and then the Holy Spirit can direct you.  What does this mean in practical terms?  It means that you cannot just sit around and wait for God to drop something in your lap and have great success.  The reason is that He directs your steps not jump starts you.  You’ve got to get involved in your own success.   Talk to the Lord about the things that you want.  You can still tell Him that it is most important to you that you follow His directions.  You’ve got to start heading somewhere, then He can tell you which turns to make and which paths to take.  But don’t just sit in your car waiting for him to start the car and drive too.  It is not going to happen.  Start doing something.  Head in some direction and He will let you know if a course correction is called for. But first, get out of park.  

767. Friday, January 1, 2010

[New Year Message]
2 Corinthians 5: 17
(NIRV)
The old is gone! The new has come!

Hallelujah! Old things are gone and it is a new day!  Our old nature is gone and a new creation is born.  Yesterday is firmly in the past and it is a bright new day.  Last year is behind us and we have a brand new, clean slate upon which to write.  The old things are passed away with all their sorrow and worry.  If last year was a bit tough, fear not because it is a new day and we all get a do over.  We can have new hopes and new dreams.  They are not tarnished by last year’s failures, fears or lack.  We get to start with a new, fresh, clean outlook.  No matter how difficult your past, no matter what restraints hindered you last year or years previous, today is a new day and you get to write the story anyway you wish.  Do not even consider your past as you look into your future.  The old is gone!  It is dead and passed away.  Jesus says in Revelation 21: 5, “Behold, I do a new thing.”  He makes all things new.

Were you ever hampered by low self-esteem?  Did you have a disadvantage past?  Were you subject to crippling fears, health challenges, loneliness?  Well, I’ve great news for you today!  That is all in the past.  It is a new year and this new year has in its breath the hope of great and wonderful things for you.  You can soar like you never before even dreamed possible.  It has the hope of a future.  It is a fresh, faced youth with no past only a bright and glorious future.  It is forward looking and has belief in all opportunities and excited anticipation of the numerous and magnificent blessings the Lord has in store for you.

Don’t look behind you anymore.  You do not have to carry the past into your future.  It is dead and gone.  Leave it buried.  You are a new creation and you have a brand new start beginning today.  Grab a hold of your newness.  Embrace your own freshness.  Let you be you perhaps for the first time in your life.  Do not be what others made you to be, give free expression to the glorious creature God created in you.  Don’t let age hinder you.  Don’t let anything constrain you.  You are God’s most glorious creation and He wants to see you soar on the winds the way he created you to.  Past injuries?  They are history.  You are a new creature; born anew with no hurts or anxieties when you let the Lord, our God be your father; your dad.  He is a great and wonderful parent who has re-birthed you.  He has never and will never treat you in anyway that would cause you injury or trauma.  You are brand new today.  Throw away all of the past and believe for your bright future.  It is calling you.  It is beckoning.  Answer the call and Happy New Year!
768. Monday, January 04, 2010

re-used 10/21/16
Psalm 30: 5
For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime; Weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning.

Some people spend their whole lives in bondage of guilt and torment because they fear God’s anger is against them.  This seems to be true even of people who are Christians.  It should not be.  God is love (1 John 4: 16).  He sees you with favor.  In other words, when He looks at you, He looks upon you with fondness.  Anger is not the emotion that wells up in Him when He looks at you.  We are His children and dear to Him.  While we certainly do things which can provoke His anger, His disappointment in us and with us is always overcome by His great love and affection for us.  We are His people.  He made the choice.  He knew what He was getting when He chose us.  We did not choose Him, He chose us.  His love burns like an eternal flame; it cannot be quenched.  I figure that is His problem.  He is the almighty.  He knew I was flawed when He chose me but His great grace is working in me and in all of us to transform us into the image of His dear son.  I am willing to give myself to Him to allow Him to work Himself out in me.  You will have a very difficult time doing that though if you think your relationship with the Lord is based on His anger towards you.  While we all may deserve His anger, His grace has given us favor.  Bask in your favor and be grateful that we are not getting what we would have deserved if it had been up to us to earn anything.  Praise God for His love and Jesus’ blood and let the favor of God completely envelope you.  After all, the weeping was for last night or last year.  It is a new day so shout.
769. Tuesday, January 5, 2010
re-used 10/24/16
Psalm 112: 1 & 7
Praise the Lord!  How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments.  He will not fear evil tidings.  His heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.

The word “fear” in the above passage means to revere and worship.  Therefore, blessed is the person who reveres and worships the Lord, who treasures the Word of God.  That person need not live in fear of anything.  The Word of God is alive in his (her) heart. When you have developed an intimacy with the Word of God, your trust grows to the point that fear becomes an insult.  Fear just begins to recede as the Word of God grows in your heart.  You really do not have to do much; it just begins to happen increasingly.  You find you believe more in the Word of God than you do the evil forebodings that want to take root in your mind and heart.  Then your faith increases because your heart is rooted in the Word.  Knowing God’s will makes you steady as well as making your heart steadfast.  You become a firm fixture who is not easily blown from place to place.  Trust in the Lord with all your heart and you will not be easily shaken.  The Word is the foundation upon which that trust is built.  
770. Wednesday, January 6, 2010

re-used 10/25/16
Isaiah 6: 8
Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?”  Then I said, “Here am I.  Send me!”

What a poignant and moving passage of scripture!  It is called Isaiah’s commissioning.  Perhaps it stirs your heart because there is something in you that says, “Send me Lord.”  Maybe you feel the call of the Lord on your life when you read these words.  We all are part of the body of Christ and every part of the body is important.  Maybe you have been called into “the ministry” and maybe you haven’t but everyone has their part.  You are uniquely suited to do that for which you are called and no one can do what you can do because of your uniqueness.  You are the only person like you in the world and the only one placed exactly where you are.  Maybe you are the mother of someone who will never be who they should be except that you fulfill your job.  Only you can be the encourager they need.  Maybe you are a great influence in your job.  Or maybe you finance the work of the kingdom and without you some preacher will never get sent.  Your faithfulness is key in the Kingdom of God.  There will never be another you and only you can do what you have been given to do.  Don’t minimize who you are but rather tell our Lord, “Here am I.  Send me.”

771. Thursday, January 7, 2010

re-used 10/26/16
Jeremiah 23: 23
“Am I a God who is near,” declares the Lord, “and not a God far off?’

God wants you to know that he is a close God rather than a far away deity.  He is a personal, close friend and confidant.  Sometimes people perceive God as sitting far away in some distant space.  He says that he fills the heavens and the earth (Jeremiah 23: 24).  He is as close as your breath.  He lives in you and all around you.  Look at something near you at this moment.  God is in that space between you and the item at which you looked.  He is in your present moment.  He is completely filling the earth.  His presence is so close that when you inhale, you are breathing him in.  When your heart beats, he hears the beat of it.  He has filled all of the space of this earth.  Every where you go, there He is.  He is a very present God because He is in love with you.  He wants to be with you all of the time and help you with everything you do.  He wants to do things for you so that you can enjoy your life.  You have a very close friend.  He is ever present so you will never be alone.  What do you want to do today?  How would it be if you carried the creator of the whole universe with you?  Wouldn’t that be awesome?  There is nothing He would like more than to go to work with you today and go to lunch with you.  
772. Friday, January 8, 2010

re-used 10/27/16
2 Corinthians 6: 18
And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me.”

This is a deep and important message but it is difficult for many of us to really fathom.  The relationship that God want to have with you is central to all his thoughts.  Every other promise He has made us is here in this simple statement.  And he made this statement many times throughout history and is still saying today that He wants to be a father to you and he wants you to be, to choose to be, his child.  This relationship is so important to him that it forms the basis of his covenant with David.  Of all the things He could give to David or promise David, God chose this relationship of father and child to be the most important thing he could give.  David was well loved by God.  The bible says that David was a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13: 14).  In other words David was precious and dear to God and David’s behaviors pleased and blessed God’s heart.  God could have given David anything in all of creation.  He could have promised him anything.  What God did do was promise David everything.  Within the covenant He made with David was every need met, the desires of his heart fulfilled and David was made a king to boot.  Everything you need or will ever need or want is in this relationship and it is his covenant promise to you.  Be his kid and let him be your father.
773. Monday, January 11, 2010

re-used 11/22/16
Psalm 22: 1
My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?

Many people recognize these words as those having been said by Jesus on the cross when the sin of the world hit him.  But did you know that David had penned the same words and that they are recorded in the 22nd Psalm?  Realizing that fact made me think that perhaps many people have felt the exact same way at some time in their lives.  I know I have.  But if you read the rest of David’s psalm, you will hear how his attitude changed.  The end of the psalm is written in confidence in and gratitude for God’s delivering power. 

David sure went through some challenges in his life but he well knew that the Lord was his strength.  No matter how bad things got; no matter how worried David became, in his depths he knew that God would deliver him.  And from deep inside of him, the strength of the Lord would rise up.  David’s trust and confidence in the Lord would overwhelm the greatest of problems.  The next thing you knew, he would be writing a psalm of praise extolling the Lord’s delivering grace.

No matter how alone you feel and how desperate your situation appears, know for a fact that the Lord has not abandoned nor forsaken you.  I know it feels like it but just like David, when you take your eyes off of the enormity of the problems surrounding you and put them back on your father, you will find that he was standing right beside you the whole time.  He is well able and willing to deliver you from this present trouble.  Trust his love and power.
774. Tuesday, January 12, 2010

re-used 11/23/16
Hebrews 10: 35
Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.

When your confidence is in God and in His promises, it yields its own great reward.  Why?  Confidence in God by another name is faith.  When you are living in faith that He is well able to perform all of His promises, then you are actually exercising spiritual power.  Your faith and trust in God’s ability will move mountains.  One of the things that happens when you are living in your confidence is that you automatically get out of God’s way.  When you do that, there is room for Him to work.  He cannot work on something until you let go of it and give it to Him.  Your trust and confidence in His word is the spiritual material God uses to fashion the miracle you need.  And by the way, they are not miracles to God.  What is a miracle to us is just everyday business to him.  So put your confidence in Him and in His word because that confidence is the substance of your breakthrough and it will bring forth the answers you need.  When you are tempted to worry, just remember this verse and get yourself back over into trust.
775. Wednesday, January 13, 2010

reused 11/25/16
Hebrews 11: 6
And without faith it is impossible to please Him.

It is faith that moves God.  He likes being held to his word.  He approves of those who will boldly confess his word, even to him.  You can quote His own scripture to Him and He loves it.  When you have faith enough in that Word and in His willingness and ability to fulfill it, you are very pleasing to Him.  He has given you His word in order for you to use it to create your realities.  He has angels standing by to perform the Word.  He is only waiting for us to believe enough to launch those angels on their tasks with our faith.  You see, He has given the earth to us.  He has also given us His Word (with which He created the entire universe) and His power.  Our only part is to mix it all with our faith, which is our belief in His word and trust in Him.  We must trust enough in His love for us to actually and truly believe that He will do for us all He has promised.  When we do; when we really do have faith in Him, then of course He is pleased with us because we believe Him.  To not have faith is to not have developed sufficiently our trust in Him.  There is no shame in that.  We all have to develop trust one little step at a time but it is well worth the effort.  You will find that you won’t have trouble having faith in a living God as you walk bit by bit with Him.
776. Thursday, January 14, 2010

re-used 11/28/16
2 Chronicles 20: 20
Listen to me, O Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, put your trust in the LORD your God and you will be established.”
It is a little bit hard learning to trust someone you cannot see or cannot hear.  If you have never stepped out in faith and believed God for something, then you might appreciate some guidance in learning how to walk in faith.  Start risk free with something small.  It might be some task you are working on without a lot of success.  Maybe you just need to write a thank you note and the words just are not coming out right.  For me, it was leveling a refrigerator.  It was late at night and the freezer door was not staying closed because I had moved the refrigerator and the floor was not level.  I had already inadvertently thawed an entire bag of chicken breasts that I had purchased from Sam’s.  How many are in those bags, 14?  It was a lot; a lot more than I wanted to cook.  Well, I was lying on the floor turning the leveling legs and it just wouldn’t work.  The whole thing defied logic.  I was getting tired and frustrated.  Finally, I stopped and prayed.  Then as I looked back at the refrigerator, I had the idea to lengthen the left side.  Now, that was just opposite of what you would think but I did it anyway since I had prayed.  You know the end of the story.  It immediately fixed my problem and the freezer door stayed closed.  I was shocked and flabbergasted but really relieved at the same time.  It only took a minute to fix the problem once I prayed but I wasted a lot of time messing with the thing before I prayed.  I learned an important lesson that night; pray first. 

That refrigerator was one of many small ways I learned to trust God.  Though I am still learning, now it is much easier for me to trust him in bigger things.  As we go, we begin to turn problems over to him more quickly and we learn to take our hands and thoughts completely off of the problem.  You will find that you even quit talking about the problem that you have handed over to God because you have such an awareness that it is his problem and he will handle it.  It takes seeing him come through for you a time or two before you really begin to believe he can and will affect our lives here and now.  Until you have witnessed it yourself it is easy to think of God as uninterested and removed from our daily lives.  Once you know the truth, though, you will be thrilled at how involved with you he really wants to be.  Go ahead.  Look for some little thing that you can trust him with and soon you will have fewer and fewer troubles that you have to deal with.  
777. Monday, January 18, 2010

reused 11/30/16
Psalm 22: 26
The afflicted (poor) will eat and be satisfied; those who seek Him will praise the LORD.  Let your heart live forever!

I am struck by the phrase, “those who seek Him will praise the Lord.”  That is such a confident expression.  One thing is sure, if you seek Him, you will find him.  In Jeremiah 29: 14 God says, “I will be found by you.”  Well, if we know that when we seek Him we shall find Him, then I suppose it is not a great logical leap to conclude that there will be praise.  How could we find God, or better yet, have Him reveal Himself to us and there not be subsequent shouts of praise?  I think the real issue is that we don’t seek Him enough and likely most of us don’t really know how.  It really is simple but it is the answer you already know.  He can be found in His word.  He is His Word.  We don’t want to spend the time in the Bible or prayer that we need to.  I am not saying it takes a lot of time.  By no means!  Sometimes I have found Him waiting for me when I just bothered to spend even a little dedicated time with Him.  You just are not going to see His glory by saying to Him, “Lord, show yourself to me.”  You have to actually seek Him.  That is what the verse says.  The way you do that is to get into your Bible.  It is so much like the Kevin Costner movie, Field of Dreams.  Costner’s character kept hearing a voice in his head saying, “If you build it, they will come.”  And come they did.  Now hear this voice in your head, “If you seek Him, you will find Him.”  You already have the promise that you will find Him so there is no risk to you.  Don’t you want the King of all creation as your personal friend?  Of course you do!  Open your Bible and look into His heart and mind.
778. Tuesday, January 19, 2010

reused 12/7/16
Matthew 9: 28 – 30
And after he had come into the house, the blind men came up to Him, and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”  They said to Him “Yes, Lord.”  Then He touched their eyes saying, “Be it done to you according to your faith.”  And their eyes were opened.

It seems that we know what the faith of the two blind men was.  They must have had faith that Jesus could and would restore their sight.  Jesus prayed that they would receive according to their faith.  It was not His own faith Jesus used to heal the two men.  It was their faith.  Isn’t that interesting?  This may account for the limitation in miracles we see these days.

When the two blind men approached Jesus about restoring their sight, He had a pretty surprising response to them.  “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”  Why did He question them about their belief?  Why wasn’t His own knowledge enough for Him?  When Jesus was in His own hometown the scripture says that “He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.”  (Matthew 13: 58).

You see, many people don’t understand why things happen sometimes or why God does not intervene in certain situations.  What many of us fail to recognize is that God needs some faith to work with.  Our faith is the material that He uses to fashion our miracles.  Hebrews 11: 1 says that “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” KJV  Faith is the substance of our answered prayers.  We give God our faith and he creates with it.  We are in partnership with God and faith is one of the main things we bring into the partnership.  

How do you develop faith?  By reading God’s word.  Nothing is going to replace getting in the word and letting Him talk to you.  Romans 10: 17 says, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”  That’s the base, the foundation.  Then the other thing we can do is get around faith people.  When you are around other people who are building their faith, it helps you build your own.  We become more faith minded and are pulled up into higher levels of faith.  And you can go from zero to hero faith in a very short time.  But begin with the word and pray for help in growing in faith.
779. Wednesday, January 20, 2010
reused 12/8/16
Romans 10: 11

For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.”

You never have to be disappointed.  Now wouldn’t that be great to live a life where you are never disappointed?  Do you believe that is possible?   Probably not, and that is where we all lose it.  It is very difficult to believe that we can live a life without disappointment.  And there is the rub; if we can’t believe it, we can’t achieve it.  Anything we cannot believe for, we cannot attain.  God works through our faith to bring those things to pass that we need.  He performs the miracles but he needs us to do the believing.
We all need to work on our belief level.  We need to trust him with some small matters so that we can prove to ourselves that He is true to His word.  We need to hear about the miracles He has performed in other people’s lives.  And we need to become familiar with the promises He has made us.  If we can really “believe” in Him, then we truly can live without disappointment.
Thursday, January 21, 2010

No scripture (no internet connection)

780. Friday, January 22, 2010

reused 12/9/16
1 Corinthians 2: 10
For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

We are only beginning to understand the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  This powerful scripture shows us part of the function of the Holy Spirit.  He reveals knowledge, wisdom and insight to us from God the Father.  There is nothing at all hidden from the Holy Spirit.  Since God knows all things, the Holy Spirit knows all things. He searches the deepest parts of God’s being so nothing is barred from Him.  Then He discloses to us these deep things.

John 16: 13 tells us that the Spirit will disclose to us those things which He hears from God.  The Spirit was sent here to guide us into all truth.  He is the Spirit of Truth.  So you have a very present helper who can bring you help from the very heart of God.

You can talk with the Holy Spirit just as you talk with the Father or the Son.  Invite Him to be in your life.  Ask Him to lead you and teach you.  He will be a mentor and a friend to you.
781. Monday, January 25, 2010

re-used 12/13/16
Luke 4: 1 – 13
And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led about by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil.  And He ate nothing during those days; and when they had ended, He became hungry.  And the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”  And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’”  And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment.  And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.  Therefore if you worship before me, it shall all be Yours.”  And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’”  And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here; for it is written, ‘He will give His angels charge concerning You to guard you.’ And ‘On their hands they will bear You up lest You strike Your foot against a stone.’”  And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  And when the devil had finished every temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune time.

This is an important story because it shows how the devil tempts and how Jesus fought those temptations.  Ephesians 6: 17 says that the weapon any of us has is the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God.  Jesus, being our model, demonstrates how to defeat the enemy.  I want you to see and recognize the weapon of His warfare.  Jesus defeated Satan with the word of God.  Notice that after Jesus had fended off two of Satan’s attempts with the word, Satan quoted the word from the 91st Psalm to try to deceive Jesus.  But Jesus knew the word.  He knew it so well that he could see the perversion of the word that the devil attempted to sneak past Him.  

There is no other weapon that would have defeated the devil then nor is there any weapon other than the word that will defeat him now.  It, the word of God, is the sword that the Father has given us.  It is well able to defeat the enemy but you have to know how to wield it.  Each time the devil threw a temptation at Christ, Jesus countered that temptation with, “It is written.”  It is a good thing, then, that Jesus knew the word.  He used the word itself, not just his knowledge of the word, to combat the devil.  Jesus did not rely on His own strength, His own knowledge or His own wit to defeat the devil.  No, He used the word of God.  He did not argue with the devil.  He just quoted the scripture to him.

This is a really important message sent to us in this passage.  If we are to defeat the devil and his minions we must first give attention to the word.  If you don’t study the word then you are unarmed and you really don’t want to fight the enemy unarmed.  Further, we need to understand that Jesus did not fight with or argue with the devil.  He did not rely on His position as the Son of God.  He was a man and in all ways tempted as are we and he had to resist the devil with the same tools that are available to us.  He simply quoted the word to the devil.  He did not enter into a debate with him.  Jesus made the word of God the final authority and the wielding of that word defeated the devil.  We must all learn to do this too.  Read the Bible.  Arm yourself with the living sword of the Spirit.  Then when the devil gets in your face, just start quoting scripture.  You will see for yourself that the devil cannot stand up to the word.  He will have to flee from you just like he did when Jesus beat him with the word.
782. Tuesday, January 26, 2010

re-used 12/14/16
Acts 13: 44
And the next Sabbath nearly the whole city assembled to hear the word of God.

I often wonder why we, as Americans, do not seem to honor the Bible greatly.  In the passage above, nearly the whole town turned out to hear the word of God.  One reason may be that Bibles are so readily available to us; we have such easy access to them.  Looking up from my keyboard I can count eight Bibles of various translations, formats and languages.  And that is only the ones in this room.  There are others in different places in the house.  Does this sometimes make us complacent?  Do we esteem lightly those things which are easily obtained?

I also hear people talk about the Bible being written by men although it is inspired by God.  Their point is that they think the Bible may be flawed because God had to pen it through a person’s hand.  So, I wonder.  Have we become arrogant in our age of individualism and intellectualism?  Are we so impressed with our own great intellect that we do not feel that we need take direction from another?  Do we believe that the Apostle Paul cannot inform our lives?  If not that, are we just lazy?  Do we not read our Bibles because we have televisions to entertain us?  Or maybe fear plays a role in our indolent attitude towards the Bible.   Maybe we are afraid that it will in some way require something of us.  Perhaps we fear it will require something we are unwilling to give.  Maybe we think we can plead ignorance when we face God so we keep ourselves intentionally ignorant of its passages.

I do not know all the answers to these questions but I do have observations.  And I have observed that a great many Christians give short shrift to the Bible.   The scriptures and teaching of them does not even always hold a primary position in services.  Whether we believe the Bible is the infallible word of God or not, most of us do believe it is the word of God.  It is the only word of God we have.

I want you to develop a life long love affair with the word because it is the power of God.  There is comfort in the word.  There is healing.  I know the best thing I can give anyone is the word of God.  There is so much security and help in the word and all I can bring you is a little dose.  God talks to us through his word.  He leads us through his word.  It is your sword and your shield and your very constant companion.  
783. Wednesday, January 27, 2010

re-used 12/18/16
Luke 4: 3

(emphasis mine)
“If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”

The devil told Jesus to “tell” this stone to become bread.  He didn’t say, “Wave your hands over it and make it bread.”  He didn’t even say “turn this stone into bread.”  He knew that the power to change the circumstances was in the words Jesus would speak.  Satan was an angel of God before he committed treason.  He knows how the power of God works.  He knows well that God created every thing through the spoken word.  Therefore, when he was tempting Jesus, he was trying to get Jesus to “say” something.

The devil does the same thing to you today.  He tries to get you upset so that you will “say” something that is out of line with the word of God.  The devil knows that the whole battle is won or lost in what you say.  You can say, “I am sick” or you can say “By His stripes I am healed.”  You can complain about your economic condition or you can say, “He meets all of my needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”  If the devil can get you into unforgiveness and speaking that language instead of love, he can bind you.  What you say is what you get so what are you saying?  Don’t let the devil trick you into saying all sorts of unbiblical things.  Get your words in line with the Word of God and defeat that old boy every time.

784. Thursday, January 28, 2010

re-used 1/3/17
2nd Corinthians 10: 3 – 4

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

Well, by now you know that the weapons of our warfare are the Word of God and prayer.  It is interesting to pause and think what our weapons are not.  They are not gossip, backbiting, nor argument.  Our weapons are not anger, harsh speech nor fisticuffs.  You see, the picture that the Lord is painting for us here is one very different from that of which most of us are familiar.  He teaches us that our methods for dealing with situations and people have changed because we are changed. 

When people are angry with one another, they talk bad about the other person.  They attempt to run that person down in the eyes of others.  We love to talk about the horrible things they have done to us in an attempt to demonstrate what horrible people they are or at least how vindicated we are.  God says that is not the way.  It is not His way.  We are not supposed to fight our problems, the devil nor the antagonistic and annoying people in our lives the same way that the world does.  We are not supposed to use the methods that we have seen all our lives because that is not His way.  He teaches us that His way to overcome problems and adversity is to pray and to use the Word of God.  He tells us more than once that we are to pray for our enemies.  We are supposed to be speaking His Word into and over the situation instead of reacting like we did when we were sinners.  Now we are children of the King and we are supposed to act like it.  We have the power of the kingdom behind us.  All we need do is to speak the Word.  

785. Friday, January 29, 2010

John 14: 1
Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.

Is your heart troubled about something?  Maybe it is something personal or maybe it is something more universal like the economy or crime levels.  In any event, Jesus encourages us to give our concerns to him rather than let ourselves be tormented.  He invites us to exercise our trust in Him and God to assuage our concerns and worries.  When you have that unsettled feeling in the pit of your stomach because something is troubling you, stop and lean on Jesus.  There is such a plea in Jesus’ voice in this passage.  It sounds like a longing to take away our suffering; to take it on Himself so that we may be at peace.  He is saying to us that if we will believe in God, really believe in God and also believe in Him, that we might be spared the anguish that otherwise affects people.  Stop and take an inventory of your emotions.  Are you worrying?  Are you troubled?  Use a few moments to roll the care of that issue or issues over to God and let He and Jesus carry the load for you today.
786. Monday, February 1, 2010

reused 7/18/17
Matthew 15: 17 -18
“Do you not understand that everything that goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is eliminated?  But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.”

This is Jesus’ teaching.  He was attempting to bring His followers into enlightenment about attending the law out of ritualistic habit versus living to God.  He wanted them to understand that ritualistic adherence to the law was not true service to the Lord, especially when it is just used to judge and condemn others.  

You see, the Pharisees were concerned about Jesus’ disciples not washing their hands before they ate bread.  Now no one is trying to teach not washing our hands but these folks were ready to condemn the disciples to hell.  Jesus is so clear here.  He says don’t worry so much about what you are putting in your mouth.  Be concerned about what is coming out of your mouth because that really will condemn you to hell.  Are the words coming out of your mouth more likely to tear people down or build them up?  Are you encouraging and edifying others or are you condemning and criticizing?  You Pharisee!  Clean up your language.  Your words can be building blocks or daggers.  Which will God prefer?  And really…which of us adheres so closely to the Word of God that we should disparage others?  You better pray for those folks and pray for yourself while you are there.  Ask God to guard your heart, mind and mouth.  Ask Him to cause every word which proceeds from your mouth to be acceptable in His sight (Psalm 19: 14).

Jesus said what comes out of our mouths is indicative of what is in our hearts and that is what defiles a man.  God is interested in the condition of your heart.  He does not judge your acts but rather your heart.  You can put on a good show to others but God knows the intent of the heart.  Surrender your whole heart to God.  Let Him fill you with His goodness.  Then the overflow of your heart will bless all you come contact with. 
787. Tuesday, February 2, 3010
re-used 7/19/17
Psalm 20: 6

Now I know that the Lord saves His anointed.

Who is the anointed of the Lord?  Is it you?  In Isaiah 61: 1 the prophet Isaiah prophesied about the coming of Jesus.  He prophesied about the anointing that would be on Jesus.  The first of Jesus’ anointed duties was to bring good news to the afflicted.  When Jesus began his public ministry, he went into the synagogue in Nazareth.  When the book of the prophet was handed to Him, He opened it to Isaiah and reading the passage in Isaiah 61 declared that the scripture had been, that day, fulfilled in those people’s presence.  Jesus was anointed with power and the Holy Spirit so that He could fulfill His commission as enumerated in Isaiah 61 and Luke 4: 18.  Then in Matthew 28: 16 – 20 we read about Jesus passing this commission on to those who follow Him.  We are still to go to the world bringing the good news of the gospel to all.  We don’t do this in our might though.  We do it in the strength of the Lord and the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  It is God’s anointing on us and in us that empowers us to do His bidding.  If you have received God’s commission to you and you have received his blessing of the anointing to do His will, then you are His anointed and you, therefore, are protected under His anointing.  And while the enemy will do everything he can to thwart you, you are covered by the grace and anointing of God.  Jesus said that persecution would come but for us to fear not because He, Jesus, has overcome the world.  Rely on Jesus.  Rely on your anointing for they have great power to save you.
788. Wednesday, February 3, 2010

John 4: 50
Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your son lives.”  The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and he started off.

This man’s simple belief is a testament to us all yet he was not a simple man.  He was a royal official, a nobleman.  He asked Jesus to go with him to heal his son because his son was near death.  But when Jesus spoke, the man did not argue with him at all.  He just turned and went towards his home.  He was met along the way by some of his servants who told him that his son was well.

I was struck by the fact that the man didn’t argue with Jesus or question him further.  As soon as Jesus made his proclamation, the man left.  Especially as a nobleman he was probably accustomed to people explaining themselves to him.  But you see, this man’s belief was already present before Jesus spoke.  Then as soon as Jesus spoke, the belief became faith.  The scripture says that the man believed the word that Jesus spoke.  That was the end of the story for him.  Jesus said it.  That ends it.

Would that we all had the same kind of faith in the words that Jesus spoke.  If we believed the way that man did, we could devour the New Testament just seeking what Jesus said.  Then we would have all that he said too because our belief would bring it to bear in our lives.  Every day we get a chance to move closer to Jesus and we do that by seeking Him in His word and through prayer.  Just get an inch closer today and let Jesus’ faith start a new work in you.
789. Thursday, February 04, 2010
Isaiah 41: 10 -12
Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.  Behold, all those who are angered at you will be shamed and dishonored; those who contend with you will be as nothing, and will perish.  You will seek those who quarrel with you, but will not find them, those who war with you will be as nothing, and non-existent.
This is one of the scriptures that everyone should highlight in their Bibles because if you don’t need it right now, you will.  It is, to me, a foundation scripture.  By that I mean that it is one of the scriptures that you can build your foundation upon.  Don’t you feel God’s strong right hand when you read this passage?  He is with you through thick and thin and He absolutely will uphold you.  You are never down and out when you have God.  You may feel down.  You may feel trod upon.  But, you will be sustained by His strength and His love.  Look to Him and focus your attention on His righteousness.  As the scripture says, do not anxiously look all around you.  Just look at Him and trust Him to deliver you.  Keep your focus on Him and let those problems melt away under His scrutiny.  He is your God.  He is your strength.  He is your father.
790. Friday, February 05, 2010

re-used 
Psalm 145: 14
The Lord sustains all who fall, and raises up all who are bowed down.

Everyone stumbles sometime.  Maybe it is sheer fatigue that gets you or maybe it is an overwhelming problem.  No matter, though, because God is always there to lift you back up.  He provides for you while you recover.  Even if you are bowed down with the weight of challenges or the number of things you have to do, He is ever present to sustain you and lift you up.  Lean on Him and be very aware of His presence with you.  Allow yourself to rely on His support.  You don’t have to be independent and self-sufficient.  That is just ego talking.  He is a good father just wanting to help you.  Give Him whatever is weighing you down and let Him be your God.  It is His job to sustain you and lift you up.  Don’t make him unemployed by trying to do it for yourself.  Keep God employed.

791. Monday, February 8, 2010

re-used 9/25/17
Acts 10: 38
You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was with Him.

God gave Jesus power through the person of the Holy Spirit so that He, Jesus, might be equipped to succeed in the matter for which God sent Him.  In the same way, God has also anointed us with power so that we can perform our tasks as well.  Jesus told His disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit for, he said, “you shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  Then he told them “you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1: 5 & 8).    

It was the anointing of the Holy Spirit that empowered Jesus so that He could go about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil.  He was able to do all this because “God was with Him.”  In like manner, God has not called us to do anything in our own might.  He has called us and empowered us by the Holy Spirit to accomplish our calling through the power of God’s might.  There is plenty of good for you to do too but you need the power of the Holy Spirit just the same as Jesus did.  Make sure that you have invited the third person of the trinity, the Holy Spirit, to be a part of your life and your daily activities.  Make sure that He knows He has an open invitation to be a part of all you do.
792. Tuesday, February 9, 2010

re-used 10/5/17
2 Corinthians 10: 3 – 4

(used in a different context on 1/28/10)
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

Now we hear God telling us that these weapons are divinely powerful and will destroy fortresses.  Think of the word fortress also as stronghold.  The Word of God will utterly destroy the stronghold of the enemy.  But, guess who else has strongholds.  Sure, all of us.  We have mental and emotional strong holds that need to be defeated.  The Word of God is sharp and sure and you can use it to destroy your own strongholds.  

What are some strongholds that people often have?  Well, we carry around all kinds of emotional baggage for starters.  Strongholds can be little areas we retreat into when we are threatened.  Strongholds can also be old and outdated traditions.  Sometimes we adhere strictly to traditions that no longer make any sense.  Maybe you lock yourself away in a fortress of fear.  Even sickness and injury can be strongholds.  Frankly, sometimes it is easier to be sick than to get up and fight to get well or whole.  I know.  Perhaps you rely on someone else to your own detriment.  There is always a balance between leaning to heavily on others and being self-reliant to a fault.  There are probably innumerable strongholds that we hide away in but the Word of God is strong enough to destroy all of those secret fortresses.  While we have used those strongholds to protect ourselves, in truth they are keeping us from being whole.  They have a high cost.  They keep us disabled.  They prevent us from reaching our true potential.  Most importantly, they rob us of ever having healthy relationships with our father and with others.  They were convenient for a season but now it is time to break out of all those little dark fortresses we have built up within ourselves.  They keep us from truly experiencing the freedom that we could have in Christ.  Most of them are built out of lies and misconceptions anyway.  

You no longer need a made up fortress to protect you from hurt.  You are an adult in Christ now and you can take on the biggest baddie that the devil ever created because you don’t have to fight anything in your own might any longer.  You don’t have to hide away in fear any more.  When the light of the son shines on those old fears, you will see them for the lies they are.  You will see how much greater the son is than those problems.  You can truly be free and you can develop into the person that God intended you to be before those things interfered with your development.  Let the light of the Word shine and vanquish those little demons that have plagued you for so long.

793. Wednesday, February 10, 2010

Galatians 5: 22 – 23
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

You are going to encounter a lot of different kinds of people in a lifetime.  Some, frankly, mean you ill will.  Here is the surprise though.  They will usually come dressed as one of the flock, hence the saying a wolf dressed in sheep’s clothing.  That is the only way they can get close enough to you to do you any harm.  If they looked like someone that has bad intent on their minds, you would stay far from them.  So, they come camouflaged.  But fear not.  You can tell who they are rather simply and easily.  Check their fruit.   Do they exhibit the above characteristics?  It is not what they say that matters.  Remember that Satan quoted the Bible to Jesus in order to trick Jesus.  It is not their good works or status in a church.  The Spirit of God alive in a person reveals himself through them by the above traits.  If they are not kind and gentle; if they show a lack of self-control, then you will know that they may not be who they profess to be.

Look, we are all trying to become the people that God has created us to be and most of us are far from perfect but Jesus said in these last days there would come false prophets.  He said that we would know them by their fruit (Matthew 7: 15 -16).  Now by this we not only learn how to discern God’s Spirit in ministers but also in everyday people.  Let us not be unwise but rather protected by the Spirit of the Lord through heavenly wisdom given to us by the Lord himself.  Look at people’s fruit, not their words or activities, before you follow them or take their advice.  
794. Thursday, February 11, 2010

Luke 5: 16
But He Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.

This passage is speaking of Jesus.  Most of the scripture reveals His public ministry but this is a glimpse into Jesus’ personal habits.  Ministry isn’t that different from sports.  The success is in the preparation.  For athletes we like to say it is what you do away from the cameras that really matters.  We know from Acts 10: 38 that Jesus was anointed with Power and the Holy Spirit.  That should be enough one would think, to be anointed by God.  But Jesus developed the gift in Him by spending time alone with his father and the Holy Spirit.  It is that alone time that built Him up and prepared Him for the work of the Lord. It was necessary, vital time.

Not much has changed.  We can have the same anointing as Jesus, many do.  But we, like Jesus, need time to develop the gifts inside of us.  We need time alone with God, quiet time that He can use to build us up and develop us.  You and I are never going to develop spiritually by spending an hour in church once or twice a week.  For that matter, no amount of time at church is going to replace the time that you need to spend alone with your father.  Church serves a different function and was never meant to replace quiet time with the Lord.  I wish for you all to have fulfilling intimacy with the Lord.  I want you to be as close to Him personally as you want to be.  That only comes by time with Him though.  You have to sneak away from the bustle of life and find quiet time with him.  For those of you with a lot of time on your hands, praise God.  You have the time others have a hard time finding.  Don’t let yourself be lonely.  Use that time to get into God’s presence.  The rewards are awesome.

795. Friday, February 12, 2010

Romans 5: 5
[A]nd hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

I feel real sorrow for the unsaved because they have no hope.  I think it is a horrible thing to live life without hope.  When something bad happens in the life of a believer, we can always turn to our father for help in a time of need.  And He is always there to render assistance or even a rescue if necessary.  To whom do the unsaved turn?  What hope have they?

No matter your problem or difficulty; no matter the challenge, you always have a constant helper in the Holy Spirit who was sent into this earth specifically to be your helper.  No matter how steep the mountain, the Holy Spirit is here to not only help you scale it, if need be, but also to move that mountain completely out of your way.  Whatever you are facing today, let hope well up in your heart because God’s love has been poured out into your heart and His love brings hope.  Grasp the fact that you have a way out of your most trying problems.  You have a way to win.  Then also take a moment to pray for all the lost.  Even as you thank God that He has given you hope, ask that He send hope and salvation to all the needy.  Let the world receive hope through the love that was poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit of God.
796. Monday, February 15, 2010

re-used 5/10/17
Proverb 2: 6
For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.  He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity.

All wisdom, knowledge and understanding are God’s and He freely gives it to His children.  But like children, sometimes we forget that we have a parent with knowledge and wisdom who is willing to help us if we will only allow ourselves to be led.  The irony is that it takes a great deal of maturity for us to begin to realize that we do not have all of the answers and to accept help from others.  It may seem ludicrous that we would value our own advice and knowledge over God’s but that is the way we behave.  Little children are proud of doing things for themselves and it takes a while for them to learn when to ask a parent for help.  

Well, I like that God gives wisdom.  He doesn’t sell wisdom but rather gives it away.  When we listen to Him, we receive knowledge and understanding because that is what comes from His mouth.  He has stored up the wisdom you need for every situation in your life.  Will He not give it to you if He has been saving it for you?  Of course, He will.  

So how do you receive it?  You ask Him for wisdom.  Ask Him to give you understanding.  Then you have to be quiet long enough to hear.  For me that means turning off the television and the stereo because I cannot hear Him when my environment is full of sound.  You may have to slow down a bit.  Find some quiet time and let Him give you the answers you seek.
797. Tuesday, February 16, 2010

Proverb 4: 20- 23
My son, give attention to my words; incline your ear to my sayings.  Do not let them depart from your sight; keep them in the midst of your heart.  For they are life to those who find them, and health to all their whole body.

Sometimes there is a war raging in your body.  It is the battle between sickness and health.  I know for many of you that daily battle is very real.  It is not very different from the war that rages around us in the world, the war between good and evil.  That war is being played out in a very real sense in your body.  Well, we have something to say about the outcome.  Our Father has given us some weapons of warfare.  One passage says that, “He sent His word and healed them” (Psalm 107: 20).  
We do not understand at the deepest levels yet how this works but we know it to work.  Nor am I here to try to explain it today.  But this we know, God’s word does heal.  The thing is, you have to take it like medicine.  In other words, you have to take regular doses for it to work.  What is regular?  Perhaps it depends upon the size of the battle you are in but I would think it careless to prescribe less than daily doses.  Three times a day is not too much if you are in a real struggle.  As you feed your body the Word, you arm it with the weapon it needs to fight sickness and sustenance with which it sustains itself.  You also shore up your mind for the fight.  

Believe me, the agents of sickness and disease are out there trying their best to destroy the children of God.  We need the protections and armament provided us by the Father.  Light and darkness cannot exist in the same space so send the forces of darkness to flight by shining more light into every area where you are challenged.  Let the word of God be a lamp unto your feet and all your life.
798. Wednesday, February 17, 2010

Proverb 4: 1

Here, O sons, the instruction of a father, and give attention that you may gain understanding.

The book of proverbs is packed with wisdom, instruction and encouragement. There is no way, in daily excerpts, that I can give you any taste of the richness of the Proverbs.  I would wish for you to spend a day in there or a lifetime because after 30 years or so of reading them, I still find jewels embedded in those chapters.  The proverbs were written by the wisest person ever to live.  He had an intimacy with wisdom unlike anyone before or after him.  He shares those deep insights with us in these pages.  As you find wisdom, you find life.  You could spend a month in the fourth proverb alone.  

In the selected passage, God is telling us that if we will be attentive to his Word, we will receive understanding.  He will give us wisdom.  And really, if you want to know the whole truth, He already has given us wisdom.  It is up to us to appropriate it by reading His word.  It is like a field that He has already planted and cultivated such that a very bountiful and rich harvest has grown.  All we need do is go reap His harvest.  It is there awaiting us.  And believe me, there is a lot of good fruit in the proverb section.  If you want to start there you could feed yourself for a very long time.  

Come.  Enjoy the fruits of His labor.  Eat and be filled in Jesus’ name.
799. Thursday, February 18, 2010

Proverb 3: 32
For the crooked man is an abomination to the Lord; but He is intimate with the upright.

I cannot think of anything more wonderful nor anything more satisfying than an intimate relationship with God the Father, His son and His Spirit.  No matter what else goes right or wrong in life, a close, personal relationship with them, where you know them and have time with them, really anchors all of life.  Your brokenness, or other people’s, is no longer the master of your life when you have your Dad to turn to and to talk to.  Just being in His presence is joy itself, and life abundant.  It is better than the best day at Disney World or even raising the championship trophy over your head.  And when you are broken and defeated, He will breathe air into your lungs.  He is everything and knowing Him as your friend and as your Father is all things.  So many things become easy when He is your constant companion.  I am not saying that there are not still challenges in the world.  As long as there is a devil he is going to try to find someway to upset you but when you have God as a Father and Jesus as a big brother, believe me, they can do some real damage to your enemies.  Just keep your eyes and attention on them and allow the Holy Spirit to completely fill you up.  You will find the rest and comfort you need.
800. Friday, February 19, 2010

Ephesians 6: 11 – 12
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Do you want to be able to stand against the storms of life?  Do you want to be able to remain firm when all around you the tempest rages?  Well then, the first thing you need to understand is that the fight is against the devil and his gang.  

There are two problems I see with people distinguishing their enemy.  First, they do not know who their enemy is because they do not have a realization of the devil.  There are many people in our society who do not even believe there is a devil much less that he is at work in this world all of the time.  And even though this scripture is about as plain as it can be; even though the Bible clearly tells us that our problem is the spiritual forces at work, many Christians are just as misled as the rest.  This works very well for Satan because if we don’t even acknowledge his presence then we cannot fight against him.  So, he just wanders around uninhibited.  That is a real problem.

Second, people generally focus on the people who seem to be the cause of their trouble instead of penetrating the sheath and recognizing that it is the devil’s crew behind the scene that is manipulating the whole mess.  

If you are going to win against the schemes of the devil, you first have to recognize who your enemy is.  Once you have done that, we have some answers about how to deal with his shenanigans.  Verse 11 tells us that putting on the armor of God will give you the ability to stand against him.  What is the armor of God?  Verses 14 – 17 hold that answer: truth, righteousness, preparation in the gospel, faith, and salvation.  You must put on truth and wear it like wearing a pair of pants.  Wear righteousness as your shirt.  Your shoes are the time you spend in the word.  Faith is your shield.  It completely encompasses you and every thing you are. Faith is in everything you say and do.  Finally, salvation, the precious blood of Jesus, is your hat.  It crowns you and covers all.  It is the top and everything else is beneath the saving grace.  You wear these pieces of armor as part of yourself.  Any piece you leave off, though, leaves you exposed.  Do not leave truth out of your wardrobe.  Don’t forget to put on your shoes of the Word.  Every piece is important and they will guard you and help you.
801. Monday, February 22, 2010

Proverb 3: 3
Do not let kindness and truth leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.

Within this short, little passage we have the makings of greatness.  First of all there is the command quality of the statement.  It is a declarative sentence.  It makes a statement, not a suggestion.  Here is wisdom speaking; a wise father telling his kids what to do so that they will experience success.  There is also a promise attached which is in the next verse.  It promises favor and a good reputation in the sight of God and man if you will keep truth and kindness as your trademarks.

The command alone should be enough to compel us but if the command does not, the promise certainly should.  Yet there is more.  In this little verse we also see the application of the fruit of the Spirit and the armor of God.  You see, kindness is one of the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5: 22).  Truth is part of the armor of God (Ephesians 6: 14).  Here God has combined his armor with the fruit of the Spirit.  Your protection and success is here.  God is leading us into success in all areas of our lives by teaching us to walk according to the Spirit instead of walking according to the flesh.  If you walk by the Spirit you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.  The fruit will protect you from the lusts of the flesh.  You have to decide to live by the Spirit though.  

Secondly, God wants to protect you with His armor.  Again, though, it is your decision to walk by truth instead of deceit.  You have to choose to put on His armor.  Then His protection surrounds you and you can call on all of His angels to reinforce you.  Kindness and Truth will go before you like a guard.  When you out of an act of your will, choose to operate in Kindness and in Truth, then you are marshalling the forces of God into your ranks as your soldiers.  If you lie and deceive or behave unkindly, you are using the weapons of the enemy and you will defeat yourself.  

God would have you wear kindness and truth close to you, even inscribe them on your heart.  He wants you to do this so that He can cover you with His favor and bring all His blessings to your house.  Don’t let the devil deceive you into lying and or being unkind.  Don’t let him steal your blessings from you.

802. Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Proverb 19: 11
A man’s discretion makes him slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook a transgression.

I heard Kenneth Copeland teach on anger recently and it was the best I’ve ever heard, but then again, not a lot of people preach on this topic.  Copeland said not to practice anger.  People are so easily offended these days.  And it seems people are constantly falling into strife and anger.  Kenneth Copeland made the point eloquently that we should not hold anger at the ready so that we are quick to anger.  He taught that we should practice not getting angry.

These scriptures are not difficult.  God has said that we are supposed to be slow to anger and overlook another’s transgression.  Do you think you have something to be contentious with someone over?  Then here is what the scriptures say.  Forgive him, pray for him, and overlook his transgressions.  Do not express your anger but rather move yourself quickly into forgiveness and prayer.  Believe me; it will be much better for your heart.  Hold your peace.  Keep peace about you like a blanket.  Don’t let the devil have it even though he will do his best to get it from you.  Jesus left us his peace so that we could deal with people who transgress against us.  Hold onto it and forgive.
803. Wednesday, February 24, 2010

John 14: 21
He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him.

Here is a motivational scripture for you.  Would you like for Jesus to disclose himself to you?  And don’t we all want to be loved by the Father?  Jesus has broken this down into simple terms for us.  Keep His commandments, be doers of His Word and you will have all of Jesus as your own.  He will make His life with you; His home with you.  He will be your ever present companion; your ready aide.  He will fill your heart with love and your life with power and goodness.  

As is typical with the things of God, though, the first step is ours.  We see the will of God which is to come and make His abode with us but we must do those things which allow Him His desire.  Namely, we must keep His commandments.  This is not difficult to figure out though it can be difficult to perform.  Jesus made it simple.  Love the Father with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and love other people even as He, Jesus, has loved us.  How did Jesus love us?  “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 15: 12).  Since Jesus was willing to lay down His life for us, ought we be willing to lay down something for our friends?  Can we learn to lay aside our egos and self-interest?  Can we lay aside some time?  Maybe we can give out of our busy schedules time to someone who needs a hand with something.  Perhaps we can lay aside for a short time that which is important to us so that we can do something for someone else.  God is not asking us to go to the cross but He is asking you to lay down part of your life for someone else.  Maybe it is just an hour to go visit a friend.  Maybe a friend with the flu could use some home cooking.  It really doesn’t matter what God is asking you to do but Jesus has made it clear that it is the expression of love that He wants from His disciples.  When we show our love to God’s beloved, we show also our love for God.
804. Thursday, February 25, 2010

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails.

Love, God’s love, the love He again and again commands us to exhibit is not an emotion.  It is a choice.  Love is not about how you “feel”.  It is about choosing to obey God and expressing His love regardless of circumstances or personalities.  Love is the very essence of God.  1 John 4: 8 reads, “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”  So love is living a life of expressing God’s fundamental nature.  It is choosing to behave like God and as He has directed regardless of our emotions.  Earlier in this same letter the apostle John wrote that “this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love another” (1 John 3: 11).  So it is the same old message that Jesus taught and every apostle after him.  It is the same message that each of us has to learn today.  This is not a request but is the very core message of the gospel.  This is quintessential Christianity.  

Read the verses above again pausing to ponder each characteristic of love.  Let this sink into your depths so that it resonates inside of you.  You will be given many opportunities to walk out of love but let this verse help you walk in God’s path instead.
805. Friday, February 26, 2010

Ephesians 6: 7 – 8
With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.

Not everyone has a pleasant job situation and even when you do, there is always some task you prefer not doing.  God has made a way for us to endure the unpleasant tasks in our lives.  Do your work as if you are doing it for the Lord.  As we read through the rest of the verse we see that we actually are doing every thing we do for the Lord.  He is the rewarder of all we do.  I also like to think of doing it with Him or Him with me.  You see, every part of every day can become part of your time with the Lord.  You can move through your day with Him following along with you all day long.  That is a good way to live.

God sees every single thing you do.  That can either be good news or bad news I suppose but I take comfort in His being with me in everything.  When you develop a consciousness of His being a part of everything you do, then you automatically want to do it to the best of your ability so that He may be proud of you.  We should never do shoddy work of any sort.  We should always provide excellence in what we do.  Disregard from now on whether you like your boss or not.  Disregard your feelings about the sufficiency of your pay check.  The real consideration is, “Will your heavenly Father be pleased with what you have produced?”  If the answer is, “Yes,” then it is up to Him to pay you for good work.
806. Monday, March 01, 2010

Ephesians 21: 17
… that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.

Here is a beautiful blessing that the Apostle Paul prayed over the Ephesian church.  I pray the same thing for you this day.  What greater blessing could I want for you but that you would have increasing revelation of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit?  You do not need anything else when you have revelation knowledge of Him.  He is all the answers you need as well as your comfort and peace.  He is love so revelation of Him is going to reveal more of His tremendous love for you.  He is forgiveness and kindness.  He is our joy and our strength.  He is all good things.  So, my prayer today is that you increase in the spirit of wisdom that He has given to you and that you increase in your revelation of Him.  May you be blessed in the love that is the Father, the peace that is the Son, and the power that is the Holy Spirit.
807. Tuesday, March 2, 2010

Galatians 6: 9
And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.

Is there something or someone you have been praying for a long time?  Or maybe it is some project you have been working on and haven’t seen the results you expected yet. Don’t give up!  Don’t lose heart!  Sometimes you may feel like you are never going to see the end result that you have been praying for but don’t let the appearance of situations determine your resolve.  You have God’s word that you will eventually see the fruit of your prayers.

This piece of encouragement was put in the Bible because Father knows how wearisome it can get sometimes and He wishes to encourage you.  He is hanging in there with you so don’t give up.  You are going to reap.  Even though it may be that you have been praying for years, don’t quit.  Your answer is coming.  It is in route.  And what is going to happen to the people you are praying for if you quit?  Who will pray for them if not you?  Be encouraged.  Know that God is aware of your persistence and that He is faithful.  You will get your answer as long as you don’t quit.
808. Wednesday, March 3, 2010

Proverb 3: 9 - 10
Honor the Lord from your wealth, and from the first of all your produce; so your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow.

We have all heard that we are supposed to give into the Lord’s work.  Few seem to know why though.  Nationally, only 10% of people tithe.  So clearly, as a people, we are not giving regularly to the Lord.  Part of the reason, I believe, is because so few understand the why of it all.  People think that some preacher or church or maybe even God himself is trying to get something from them.  It is just the opposite though.  God is trying to get something to you.

God works by multiplying seed.  He takes what you sow and multiplies it so that you reap thirty, sixty or a hundred fold more than you sowed.  His kingdom operates by the law of sowing and reaping.  So, God wants you to give from your wealth and from the first of all your produce so that he can fill your barns, so that you will have all you need and then some.  Bless the Lord and allow Him to multiply your gift back to you thirty, sixty or a hundred fold.

809. Thursday, March 4, 2010

Exodus 3: 13 – 14
Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I shall say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to them?”  And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

If you look in the margin of a Bible with helps you will see something interesting here.  You will find God’s name.  You see, “God” is not His name.  It is His office, His title.  He actually has a name.  And what’s more, He has given it to you.  The name?  YHWH or Yahweh with vowels.  Either way is correct.  You see God has given you His name so that you can be on a first name basis with Him.  Why?  Because He loves you and longs for intimacy with you.  His name means “I AM” and it embodies His state of being constant and with you all of the time.  He told Moses to tell them “I AM” has sent you.  “I AM” who always is, always was and always will be.  That same I AM is your Father, best friend and confidant.  The great “I AM” is your personal companion.  He has given you the name so that you can speak to Him as a friend; so that you can come into intimacy with Him as a very close friend and ally.  Why don’t you take it for a test drive?  Talk with Yahweh today.  Tell him that you long for a deeper and closer relationship with the great “I AM.”
810. Friday, March 5, 2010

Ezra 7: 6, 9, 10
. . . the king granted him all he requested because the hand of the Lord his God was upon him.  [T]he good hand of his God was upon him.  For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the Lord, and to practice it….
Some years ago I heard a speaker tell his audience that if they wanted to be successful to observe successful people, find out what they did and then emulate them.  That sounds like pretty good advice.  Here we have an example of a very successful man.  He had great favor with the king.  Because of that favor he was able to be successful in what he did.  But it was the favor of the Lord that brought him favor with the king.  King Artaxerxes saw that the hand of the Lord was upon Ezra and because of that he granted all of Ezra’s requests.  It all began when Ezra turned his face towards his God.  Ezra set himself to studying and practicing the word of God.  The rest followed from that.  So, do you want a formula for success?  Pick up your Bible and start studying it.  Then do what you find in there.  Let the Lord speak to you through those pages.  You will have favor with the Lord and good success in whatever you set your hand to.
811. Monday, March 8, 2010

2 Chronicles 25: 9
The Lord has much more to give you than this.

God has so much more he wishes to give us.  The subject of this story had to have his mind expanded by the prophet of God sent to minister to him.  We are all in the same shoes at one time or another.  We often have low expectations of what God is willing to do for us; what he is able to do for us.  Since we have such low expectations, we don’t even bother to pray.  Then a servant of the Lord comes along to remind us that God is all powerful and that he loves us intensely.  Then hope is reborn; our faith is renewed.

Let us all renew our hopes today.  Let us make new plans and revive old dreams.  Take all of your desires, wants and fervent prayers to the Lord.  Take your disappointments and failures as well.  And dare to believe that God can and will fix every problem you have and bless you with all the good things you desire.
812. Tuesday, March 9, 2010

 2 Chronicles 26: 5
[A]nd as long as he sought the Lord, God prospered Him.

God is just waiting for you to seek His guidance so that He can lead you into His blessings.  He wants to help you with all life’s questions and choices.  He can give you His Godly wisdom rather than you having to search for answers.  He can tell you in a minute what might take you years to research and learn.  All He is waiting for is for you to seek Him in all of those things.  You have to open the door to Him.  You are going to prosper and succeed in all you do when you have the wisdom and guidance of the Lord.  His all knowing can be your benefit.  

We all need to learn to pray constantly.  We need to be in prayer about every little thing.  We’ve got to stop making prayer into some ritualistic event so that we can, with ease, enter into God’s presence at any moment.  I am not saying that you shouldn’t have quiet prayer time with God in your private space.  I am saying you cannot wait until you have that perfect circumstance in order for you to talk with the Lord.  Why do you think He is omnipresent?  It is so He can be with you every minute of every day.  Sometimes I talk with Him while I am pumping gas or walking through the grocery store.  We need to invite Him into all of those moments as well as our spiritual time.  He wants to be our every day Lord not just our Sunday Holy God.

We prosper and succeed when we seek Him and we need His help all of the time.  Therefore, let us learn to seek Him often so that we can walk in His grace and in His wisdom.  
813. Wednesday, March 10, 2010

Mark 4: 19
[A]nd the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

Most people would probably say that they are not enjoying all of the victory in life that they would like.  Jesus tells us here why some of their work is unfruitful.  The Word is getting choked out.  It is so easy to start out right where you need to be and then the next thing you know, something is spinning out of control.  What happened?  Usually it is one of the above.  I would add one other item to the list.  Sometimes busyness is the thing that chokes out the Word.  We could too tied up in the things of this world and with running around trying our very best to get everything done only to realize that we have neglected the most important thing.  

Look, you have seen plenty of wealthy celebrities with their lives in complete shambles.  They were deceived into thinking that wealth and fame would make them happy.  Striving for the money and the toys has left us all empty.  When our desire for the things of this world outweighs our desire for the things of God, it is inevitably going to go badly for us.  And as children of the most high, we should know that we do not even have to pursue those things like the world does.  We seek the Lord and he gives us the desires of our hearts including some toys and other things that enrich life.

We do not want the Word to be unfruitful.  Therefore, we must guard ourselves against getting our eyes on the things of this world, including our jobs and other activities to the detriment of having our attention stayed on God, his son, his spirit and his word.  If we keep our priorities in line and keep our desire fixed on the Lord, then all these other things will be added to us.
814. Thursday, March 11, 2010

Mark 5: 36
Do not be afraid any longer, only believe.

We are given many opportunities to be afraid.  For some people those opportunities present themselves daily.  But Jesus has an answer for that fear.  The answer is his love (1 John 4: 18).  There is no fear in love and his perfect love casts out fear.  So we are to abide in his love so that we may overcome fear rather than be overcome by it.

There are times you fear for your children and fear for your health.  Sometimes situations look desperate and fear arises.  But once you have lived this life long enough, you begin to realize that fear attracts negative things to itself while positive attitudes reject fear.  As you gain a little experience you find that no matter how hopeless a situation appears, there is always a way out of it.  There is always a glorious answer.

This is not to minimize the problems people face.  There are huge challenges out there; otherwise there would really be no need for this teaching.  Jesus knew that each and every one of us was going to face frightening circumstances.  That is why he is teaching us to redirect our focus onto him.  When we think about his miracle working power and the things he has pulled off for us in the past, we are able to face new challenges with much more faith.  So when you feel fear creeping into your heart, quickly redirect your mind to thinking about the miracles of Jesus.  Think about things he has worked out in your life in the past and move your emotions over to faith in him rather than belief in that which you fear.
815. Friday, March 12, 2010

2 Timothy 1: 7
For God, has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

If God has not given us a spirit of fear, then from where do you suppose it came?  Who did give it to us?  Bingo!  Fear is a weapon from the enemy’s camp.  God gave you a spirit of power.  He gave you His love and He gave you a sound mind.  A mind that is consumed with fear is not from God.  Jesus came so that you could be free from such torment.

God’s love inside of you produces power and soundness of mind.  It is a shield and protection.  That is not to say that you will not be attacked with the weapon of fear.  Satan knows well that he can really sidetrack us with fear.  Fear causes you to take your mind off of Yahweh and Jesus.  It causes you to meditate on the bad things that “could” happen when you should be meditating on the promises of God.  You can choose God’s Word over Satan’s lies.  It is not always easy but we need to grow.  When you are attacked, do just what Jesus did.  Confess God’s Word right out loud.  If it is a Dr.’s report that is worrisome, then attack that fear with God’s Word that He, God, sent His Word and healed you (Psalm 107: 20).  Or that the stripes that Jesus bore for us were for our healing and that by those stripes you are healed (1 Peter 2: 5).  

Know that God is not the author of fear but rather that He has sent to you His spirit.  There is power, love and a sound mind plus all the wisdom you need for every situation in God’s spirit.
816. Monday, March 15, 2010

Colossians 1: 3
We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you.

It is important that we pray for each other as we see in the example Paul set for us.  We need each other’s support.  Jesus said that while we are in this world we will have trials but to take heart because he has conquered the world (John 16: 33).  We do not have to crumble at the trials of the world because he has triumphed.  He has provided the way for us to triumph over the challenges of the world.  One of the tools we have is prayer.  We can pray for our own needs and that is good but sooner or later we learn to get out of our little sphere and pray for others.  As you sow prayer into the lives of others, you sow into the kingdom of God.  This is a continuing message of sowing and reaping because all of the Kingdom of God works by this principle.  And as we sow, we also reap.  We do the work of God and God takes care of our needs.  As you spend your time planting seeds for the betterment of others, God is at work in your life.  As you pray for others, you are forced to turn your mind off of yourself for a moment.  That allows God to work for you because you have released your care for your own issues for a time.

Also know that I, following Paul’s example, pray for you every day.  Everyone who receives these daily emails gets covered by prayer.  Likewise, pray for me all of you.  As you pray for me and keep me built up, I have more to pour out to you.  That is how it works.  As we support each other, we are each edified more than if we just pray for ourselves.
817. Tuesday, March 16, 2010

Psalm 37: 5
Commit your way to the lord, trust also in Him, and He will do it.

Learning to trust God is a continual work.  We need to become as little children and trust him wholly and completely.  You have seen a small child jump off of a height into a waiting parent’s arms.  Their trust is complete and fear non-existent.  Unfortunately, as we grow, the world teaches us to trust in ourselves and no one else.  We learn distrust instead of maintaining that attitude of complete trust.  We learn fear.  As adults, and yet children of God, we need to learn to go back to what I call radical trust.  It is the trust of a small child.  We need to unlearn what we have learned of the world and go back to our simpler days, the days of our youth.  Do you know why children are able to trust so completely?  It is love.  Their world is love.  That is all they know in the beginning of their lives.  They have not learned of the ugliness of the world because they are still in the cocoon of love.  1 John 4: 18 says that perfect love casts out fear.  So, there is no fear in them.  

As you grew older, the world invaded your world and taught you the things outside of love.  And many of us learned those lessons so well that we let go of what love taught.  We actually, then, become creatures of the world instead of children of love.  But, as sentient beings we have the ability to choose.  You can turn yourself away from a life of fear and skepticism and go back to a world of faith, love and trust.  In the Lord is complete safety and love.  I wish I could trust Him for you.  I wish I could give you my trust but you must see for yourself.  It begins with one small trust step for most of us.  Then we see God’s faithfulness and the next time we are able to trust Him a bit more.  Then more, and more.  Finally one day we will abide in radical trust of the Lord.  That is where I want to be because it is a life of no worry, no stress and no fear.  You won’t sweat the stuff that is driving other people crazy because you will have such complete trust in the Lord’s faithfulness towards you.

Commit your ways completely and totally to the Lord and let Him show you what He will do for you.
818. Wednesday, March 17, 2010

Psalm 37: 7
Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him.

Here is faith and trust in action.  Patience is not supposed to be a nail-biting period of endurance.  It is supposed to be easy for us because of our faith in God.  We should be able to rest during the time of patience rather than being in a barely contained frenzy.  Patience is the product of absolute faith that God is well able to carry out all of his good promises.  When you have that kind of trust in Him, then you are able to relax.  Rest and await His deliverance.  Do not be anxious.  He has your every need in mind and is already moving resources to their proper place so that at the appointed time, all will be in readiness.  Rest.  Relax.  He has it all well in hand.
819. Thursday, March 18, 2010

Psalm 37: 8
Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; do not fret, it leads only to evildoing.

Here is the word of the Lord on worry and anger.  It is pretty clear.  It says don’t do it.  Now what part of that is difficult?  Well, sometimes the hard part is in doing what God has directed us to do.  There is help in that though.  First, God will never tell you to do something that He has not already empowered you to do.  So take some comfort there.  Secondly, if He has told you to do it, then He will also help you.  He never tells you something to do without making His resources available to you.  You do not have to use will power to control your anger, you use His will power.  Pray for His help and then let Him help you.

And as for worry, nothing good comes of it.  Put worry away and don’t let it control your life anymore.  Don’t waste your time and energy.  Ask for help daily if need be and determine that you are not going to be a worrier.  Anytime you feel yourself slipping, call on God to rescue you.
820. Friday, March 19, 2010

Psalm 37: 21
The wicked borrows and does not pay back but the righteous is gracious and gives.

Do you know what it is called if you borrow and fail to pay back?  It is called stealing.  Yep!  That’s what it is.  Now why would any of us intentionally steal from one another?  An absolute and complete lack of understanding and faith is why.  If you understand God and who you are in Him, then you have no reason to withhold payment from those to whom it is due or not to give generously to others.  Only those who are looking to their own hands to prosper themselves would make such a huge mistake.  You are stealing meat from your own house.  

For those of you who are gracious and giving, you have the love of God in you.  That love expresses itself in your kindness and generosity.  And God can most certainly work with that.  He is gracious to multiply your seed so that you “always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed” (2 Corinthians 9: 8).  You are his precious gift to us because you and He together can express His goodness to every good work.  He can keep prospering you and wants to, in fact, so that you can keep blessing others with your generosity.

It is God who multiplies and those who understand that do not withhold their seed.  They are willing and generous givers.  They know whom they serve and long to be like Him in thought and deed.  You are a blessing to all of us and I celebrate you today.  May God richly bless your giving!
821. Monday, March 22, 2010

Malachi 3: 10
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house and test Me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.”

There is much talk about giving to the church but it seems to me that there is little understanding.  I suppose it is just one of those uncomfortable subjects.  Well, let’s just look at God’s words and see what He says about it.  

This one little verse says quite a bit.  It contains both a command and a promise.  God would that you would pay attention to both parts.  The “tithe” is one tenth of your income which was supposed to be given to the church for the maintenance of those who minister: ministers, priests, etc.  This tenth part is also used to minister to the needs of others.  So in old times as now, it is used to support the ministry so that the ministry can continue to perform its function.  Now this ten percent was a command of God, not a suggestion.

The part of this verse that I wish to bring your attention to, though, is the part which contains the promise.  God promises to pour out the substance of heaven on to you.  He promises to pour out a blessing so huge that you cannot even contain it.  That is what overflow is; more than you can contain.  Now what do you suppose you might do with that overflow?  You are probably going to bless others.  So God has great interest in keeping you overflowing so that all may be blessed.  Eventually those who have been blessed abundantly by your giving also mature in Christ and they begin to give.  First they begin with their tithe.  Then as the blessings of God overflow, they also become great givers in the Kingdom.  Then their giving allows other people to be reached and blessed.  I guess you see how this works.  

What I want you to see is that God has a vested interest in prospering you.  If you have proved that you can be trusted with money, He wants to give you more so that you can continue to bless others.  He is adamant on this point and here is where I think most American Christians lose God.  He is so resolute that He invites, nay orders us to test Him in this.  He commands us to hold Him accountable to His word regarding our giving.  Many Christians want to give without any expectation of receiving.  That sounds good and I think comes from a kind place in their hearts but it is just not biblical.  Satan is the only one who does not want you to reap from your giving, not God.  Satan doesn’t want you to reap a reward from your giving because He knows you are going to turn around and give some away again.  He can’t have that.  If you keep that up you are going to set people free.  You are going to cause great damage in his kingdom.

God wants you to hold His feet to the fire and require a thirty, sixty or hundred fold return from Him.  Look, even dirt gives you a return if you plant a seed.  Isn’t God much more rewarding than a patch of dirt.  I know that you give a gift out of the kindness of your heart.  And that is a great thing.  God wouldn’t change that.  He just wants you to understand that what is a gift to you and probably to the recipient as well, is a seed to Him and He wants you to expect a yield.  He wants you to sow your gifts towards greater gifts so that He can do more for you.  No matter what we want to believe, He cannot give us what we will not receive.  So keep up your generosity.  Even increase your giving but in your giving expect God to do something great.  Require Him to keep His word to you.  In His own words, “test me now in this.”  You will not lose your holiness by expecting a return from Him and you will gain a new level of obedience.  As you reap, listen to Him and He will show you how you can continue to bless Him and His kingdom.
822. Tuesday, March 23, 2010

John 1: 1, 14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.

The reason I send you a scripture each day is because I believe the Word of God has the power to improve your life.  The Word of God is alive and powerful.  It is not just a collection of writings by a bunch of dead guys.  The Word is Christ.  He was the Word and was with God and He still is the Word.  He is life and power.  

You see, too many people think the Bible is just a book.  But to Christians it is so much more.  We can understand it at great depths depending on our own level of development.  As we grow we understand it to be a how to manual on how to live in this earth, it is a book of promises, it is our covenant, and it is the sword of the Spirit.  The more we grow and learn the more we recognize it as vibrant and animated.  For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword (Hebrews 4: 12a).   The sword of the Spirit is not some dead thing.  How much good would that do us?  It is alive and viable even to the separating of joints and marrow (Hebrews 4:12b).  
Now to those who believe the Bible is just a dead book then they will only be able to get theology and philosophy from it.  But, for those who understand that it is alive and that it is part of the trinity in the person of Jesus Christ, then it is life and hope and power and salvation.  It is the light in dark places and deliverance in the storm.  It is the answer to life’s problems and the herald of the new life.

Do not let yourself be deceived into devaluing the potency of the Word of God and the power that it can have in your life today.  Grab hold of it in Spirit and truth and let God’s Holy Spirit lead you into all truth and into victory.  Live your life on the Word of God and let it breath life into every area of your life.  It is not just a book.  It is the life, the light and the way.
823. Wednesday, March 24, 2010

Hebrews 4: 15
For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize without weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.

Two ideas strike me about this verse:  Jesus’ compassion and his sinlessness.  The two work together for our good.  Jesus was in all manner tempted just as we are and yet did not sin.  He knows the temptation of sin and is compassionate on us.  He knows exactly what we go through.  Yet he was able to face those temptations and turn away.  His success should bring you hope rather than condemnation because if he did it (and he did) then he is able to help you withstand the pressures of temptation.

When you talk to Jesus about some habit or challenge you are facing, he is able to understand completely.  But do not stop there.  Go on to ask his help in overcoming the problem.  He overcame so you also can overcome.  Tap into his strength and wisdom.  Don’t stop at his compassion.  Move on to his power.  Even though we have a high priest who is able to sympathize with our struggles, that does not mean we are supposed to fall to them.  Our high priest is an overcomer and intends to lead you into overcoming as well.  Let Jesus show you the path to your victory over temptation and every other challenge of life.
824. Thursday, March 25, 2010

2 Corinthians 6: 21

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

We have become the righteousness of God in Christ because Jesus took our sin onto himself.  There is a song that, although pretty, kind of bugs me because it fails to reflect this great thing that Jesus did for us.  The chorus says that the singer is just an old sinner saved by grace.  Well, which is it?  Are you an old sinner or are you saved by grace?  You cannot be both.  Now the song is trying to make a point about God’s grace saving us from our sins but we need to be very clear on this point in our own minds.  You cannot be both a sinner and saved by the grace of God.  Jesus took your sin onto himself so that when God looks at you he sees the righteousness of Christ.  Jesus took away our sin.  That’s what killed him.  It wasn’t Roman soldiers.  The wages of sin is death (Romans 6: 23).  The sin of the world hit Jesus while he was hanging on that cross.  It caused a separation between him and God because God cannot be in the presence of sin.  That is why Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27: 46). For the first time in his life, he was without the presence of God.  But Jesus endured that, even becoming our sin so that we might become his righteousness.  That is why I don’t like the chorus of that song.  Even though I know that the author meant to glorify God and has the very best intentions, it just does not represent the true nature of God’s grace and that is that we are fully and completely washed clean of our sin through the forgiveness of sin.

Don’t go around wearing your sin like some old garment.  Throw it out with the rest of the rubbish.  To do less makes Jesus’ sacrifice of lesser effect.  It is like putting him back up on the cross every day.  He died once for all; for all people, for all sin.  You are not an old sinner anymore if you have accepted Jesus as your Lord and savior.  His blood has washed you clean and you are a new person in him, the old having completely passed away (2 Corinthians 5: 17).  You are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus.  That is what the Bible says.  That is what God sees when He looks at you.  You have been washed clean by the shed blood of Jesus the Christ.  Glorify God in what Christ has done for you.
825. Friday, March 26, 2010

Hebrews 4: 16
Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.

God is sitting on the throne of grace.  Did you know that?  He is not sitting on the throne of judgment nor the throne of condemnation.  No, His choice of thrones is the one of grace.  That should set someone free right there.  Glory!!  

Additionally, we are invited, no, instructed, to draw unto that throne so that we may receive mercy and grace to help us in our time of need.  I used to picture myself entering the throne room of God.  But in re-reading this scripture I realize that we are not to draw near to the throne room but rather to the throne itself.  I was often satisfied just entering the throne room when God has said, “Come on up to the throne where I am.”  Are you getting a revelation of this?  God wants us to draw nigh to Him so that He can extend His mercy and grace and so that He can help us with every challenge.  That ought to radicalize your thinking.  You ought to get a breakthrough just realizing at a greater level how sincerely and longingly He wants you to run into His arms like a little child so that He can help you with everything.  

Do you know what the word “grace” actually means?  It means “unmerited favor”.  So God is saying to you, “Come receive my favor.  Let us put my favor on you and on whatever situations you are facing.”  He is trying to get you to go to Him with your needs.  He wants to be your helper.  Look, He could have chosen any throne He wanted but He chose to sit on the throne of unmerited favor so that He could bless you without you having to earn it.  So, who will be the first to run into the throne room and up to that throne today?  Will it be you?  
826. Monday, March 29, 2010

Exodus 5: 22-23
(NIV)
Moses returned to the Lord and said, “O Lord, why have you brought trouble upon this people?  Is this why you sent me?  Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has brought trouble upon this people, and you have not rescued your people at all.”

Reading this makes me uneasy.  My heart responds, “Moses, you better watch it talking to God like that.”  Then as quick as a thought my perspective changes because I know the rest of the story and I think, “Just wait Moses.  God is coming and He is gonna show up big.”

I am willing to wager that there are few Christians who have not approached God with the same confusion.  You know the promise of God.  You are standing on that promise.  You have quoted it, written it and you honestly believe God.  Yet you look at the circumstances and think, “Hey God, wake up will ya?  We’re dyin’ down here.”  

Well, it is easy to have faith in God’s deliverance when you have read the rest of the book and know what happens.  It is so joyful and you want to cheer when God moves.  It is not so much fun, however, being in Moses shoes and we’ve all been there.  You try to figure out what is going on since you are following God’s direction but it looks like the bad guys are winning.

Hang on!  God bless you just hang on!  Keep believing God and keep confessing His word.  Just as was the case in Egypt with Moses, God is going to show up on the scene and lead you to the Promised Land.  He is moving resources into place now.  He will give Pharaoh one more chance not to doom himself but He, God, is going to rescue you.  The only question is will he have to crush Pharaoh to do it.  God would rather save you both but listen, He is going to bring you out of Egypt one way or the other and if He has to move a kingdom and a king to do it, well then, so be it.  Don’t give up.  Remember what happens at the end of the story.  Your own story is not so different as Moses’.  Believe me.  And you are every bit as important to God.  I know the end of your story too.  You win!  Now just hang in there and see your deliverance.  Don’t give up and decide you will just stay in Egypt.  Keep believing.  Keep confessing God’s promises to you.  You are going to win if you don’t quit.
827. Tuesday, March 30, 2010

Psalm 27: 10
For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord will take me up.

Has either of your parents ever let you down?  Have you ever felt abandoned by a parent?  Maybe you didn’t have two parents growing up or maybe not even one. Very many people have experienced that deep disappointment of not having two loving parents.  It can be very traumatic and very damaging to a person’s self-esteem and self-image.  But Glory to God there is healing for this too.

I recently attended a Joyce Meyer conference.  On Friday morning she told her story.  She was horribly abused for most of her childhood.  Both of her parents forsook her.  And by her own admission she was a mess but she found a way to survive.  But surviving was not enough.  She was severely damaged in her personality and that damage was reflected in all of her relationships.  But look at what God can do with a surrendered life.

God is a father to you but He also has all of the qualities of a loving mother.  We all come out of Him and everything good comes from Him.  So if you need a mother in your life, He will be a mother for you.  If you didn’t have a healthy relationship with your earthly father, then God will fill that void and make you whole.  If He can take a completely broken person like Joyce Meyer and build a world wide ministry through her, then He can do all things through you too.  But you’ve got to let Him into the deep parts of you and then surrender to His love.  Trust Him to work it out in you.  You will be glad you did.
828. Wednesday, March 31, 2010

John 8: 31 – 32
Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

I wish to draw your attention to the two statements Jesus makes in this one sentence.  Although there are two thoughts, he tied them together in one sentence.  That is because He wanted us to understand that the two ideas are tied together.  

First, if you want truly to be a disciple of Christ, then you must abide in his word.  Now abiding is not a casual once in awhile visit to his word.  To abide in his word means to take residence in, to remain.  Another definition is to submit to.  If you want to be his disciple, then you are going to have to take up his word and live in it.

Secondly, if you are his disciple, then you will know the truth.  Now, how do you suppose you are going to come to know the truth?   Through his word, of course.  The Lord will lead you to the truth and wisdom you need through his word.  Then you will be set free because you will have the truth as it relates to your particular situation.

So, since these are causal statements let us look at this backwards going from the effect backwards to the cause.  The end effect is that you will be free.  Do you want to be free?  Free from the burdens that have tormented you?  Freedom comes from knowing the truth.  Truth comes by being his disciple.  You are his disciple if you abide in his word.  Therefore, the beginning of your freedom is HIS WORD.  It all begins and ends there because he is the living word.
829. Thursday, April 1, 2010

John 8: 3 – 11
And the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery, and having set her in the midst, they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act.  Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women; what then do You say?”  And they were saying this, testing Him, in order that they might have grounds for accusing Him.  But Jesus stooped down, and with His finger wrote on the ground.  But when they persisted in asking Him, He straightened up, and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”  And again He stooped down, and wrote on the ground.  And when they heard it, they began to go out one by one, beginning with the older ones, and He was left alone, and the woman, where she was, in the midst.  And straightening up, Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they?  Did no on condemn you?”  And she said, “No one, Lord” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go your way.  From now on sin no more.”

The moral of this story may be “Take care at whom you throw rocks.”  This woman (and presumptively her partner) was caught in sin.  They violated one of the Ten Commandments.  Borrowing a bit from David Letterman, I like to call the Commandments God’s Top Ten List.  So there was no gray area here.  They had broken the letter and the spirit of the law.  But Jesus’ coming ushered in a new way of thinking about sin and grace.

Take care when you begin to throw rocks at others.  Be careful about judging them for you may find all too quickly that Jesus is taking you to task over your judgment.  He gave us one commandment and that is to love.  I doubt you can stand in judgment and love at the same time.  Besides which, none of us has been called to sit on the throne of judgment.  That is God’s job alone.  So even if someone is in such an obvious sin as adultery, mind your attitude.  Pray for them (not about them).  Ask God to save them and rescue them.  Ask for his grace and mercy to cover them at the same time.  Before you cast the first stone remember the times that God’s mercy has covered you because you weren’t perfect either.  Pray people into grace rather than condemning them to hell or you may find yourself in the same shoes as these Pharisees; standing in opposition to Jesus.

And finally, if you are the one in sin, there is great grace and mercy for you but take note.  Jesus’ last comment to the woman was to “sin no more.”  He didn’t just turn a blind eye towards her behavior.  Don’t use God’s grace and mercy as an excuse to keep on in sin.  Don’t kid yourself.  Get yourself right and thank God for his everlasting mercy.
No scriptures in this interim

830. Thursday, April 08, 2010

Ephesians 4: 22 – 23
. . . that in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind.

The devil has deceived us with the lusts of the flesh, whether that be material possessions, food, drink, or any of the other things that bring pleasure to our carnal selves.  He has convinced us that those things will bring us happiness and he has convinced many people that the way of Godliness is a burden.  These are lies.  Deceit is the devil’s only real weapon but it is a big one.  Deceit is defined in Webster’s New World Dictionary (2nd Ed. 1982) as 1. the act of representing as true what is known to be false; a deceiving or lying  2. a dishonest action or trick; fraud or lie 3. the quality of being deceitful.
But God has told us to put off the old self; the deceit and the lusts of our flesh, and put on our new selves through the renewing of our minds.  You are a new creature in Christ Jesus and you do not have to live under the regime of the devil any longer.  Put aside the lies of the past and put on the new person by using your mind in new ways, by thinking new thoughts.  Throw away the thoughts and behaviors of the past.  You are no longer that old person.  Why do you want to keep acting like him?  You have been created anew.  You have been created for life, truth and freedom in Christ Jesus.  Be renewed in your mind and no longer let the lies of the enemy perplex and mislead you.
831. Friday, April 9, 2010

Ephesians 4: 24
. . . and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.

You have been created a new creature.  You have been created in righteousness and truth.  Jesus said in John 14: 6 “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.”  You have been created in the truth because Jesus is the truth and you are the righteousness of God because Jesus gave you right standing with God through his blood.  That is what righteousness means, “right standing with God.”

In this passage Paul is trying to lead the church at Ephesus to put away their old man and old ways and to realize that they have been made new by the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  He is showing them that their new selves have been forged in truth and righteousness not because of anything they did but by what Jesus did.  He wants them to receive the gift of holiness and walk therein.

Jesus paid an enormous price so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  We have our part to play though.  We must receive this gift and walk in it.  It is not by works that we are saved or righteous, it is only by the price paid by Jesus.  Now in humble gratitude we proclaim that we are new and glorious creatures because our Lord has made us so.  It is not by our works but only by our faith in His sacrifice.  Don’t make his sacrifice of nil effect though.  As Paul says, “put on the new self.”  
832. Monday, April 12, 2010

Ephesians 4: 25
Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, each one of you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.

Now that we have put on the new self that Jesus bought for each of us, we are to interact with each other in the holiness that He has provided. Look, it is time we stopped acting like the devil, especially in our relations with one another.  But, do you know what it takes for us to stop acting like the devil?  It takes surrender.  God, through Jesus and the Holy Spirit, has provided everything we need in order to overcome the world and the ways of the world but we have to receive it.

We need to bow our knees to our God.  Yeah, He is my best friend but He also is God Almighty, The Great I AM, the creator of heaven and earth.  We need to humble ourselves and deal with our egos once and for all.  Settle this question once and for all, who is going to be the God of your life, you or Yahweh?  If you decide you are sincere about giving your life to the Lord then you need to find humility and bow your knee and your ego to Him.  When you sincerely yield to Him then He is able to help you to walk as Jesus did.  But you are the one who must take the steps necessary. That is why Paul importuned the Ephesians to “put on the new self.”  Even though Jesus had already bought and paid for the new self for each of us, Paul knew that it was going to take an act of will from each and every devotee of Christ to become Christ like.

Jesus will help you with every single thing in your life but you must bury the old man.  Let that old cuss die and quit digging him up each time someone bothers you a little or every time it is inconvenient to walk in truth and holiness.  Make a commitment that you are going to live, walk, breathe and speak in holiness and truth.  

Lastly, if we are in Christ Jesus, then everything you do to or for your brother, you have done to Jesus because we are all of one body, His.  How then do you sin against yourself to your benefit?  You cannot.  And when you are kind and generous to your brother, you have blessed yourself.  Let us put away the old self and begin to really see the world and each other through the eyes of our dear Lord.
833. Tuesday, April 13, 2010

Ephesians 4: 26 -27
Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity.

This is the verse I have been working my way towards for several days now.  The point of all of this is for Paul to tell us not to give the devil an opportunity in our lives.  An opportunity for what?  Well, Jesus told us in John 10: 10 that the devil comes only to steal, kill and destroy.  Therefore, we want to keep the door closed to the devil so that he cannot kill us, steal from us or otherwise destroy us, our families or our lives.  That is what all of this has been building up to.

We saw Paul teaching the Ephesian church to put away their old selves in which they were deceived by all of the lusts and desires that the devil tempts with.  He told them in putting away their old selves they should put on the new man that was purchased by the shed blood of Jesus.  It is that blood by which we have become the righteousness of God.  We are to live in truth, which is Christ, and put aside for all times the ways of the devil.  We are to walk like Jesus rather than act like the devil.  Then Paul sets the anchor pin by telling us not to give into anger.

Culturally we have completely overlooked this command.  We constantly vent our anger and act out.  So many people have heard the first two words of verse 26 and stopped there.  We’ve got to read to the end.  Paul knows that you are going to feel anger at times but he is telling you not to give vent to it.  Keep your mouth shut.  Don’t rage, don’t tell everyone and their brother about this thing that has angered your or the person that you think has done you wrong.  

He just finished telling us that we are the righteousness of God and holiness through the truth which is Christ.  Do you think he is then telling us to allow anger to run amok in our life?  Surely not.  No, rather in verse 29 he goes on to say, “let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth” which is exactly what will happen if you let anger have its way with you.  Then when you open your mouth you are going to give the devil something to work with and he is going to run amok with it.

I want you to see the completeness and the construction of Paul’s instruction.  He is showing us how to overcome the devil’s machinations.  He is protecting his own flock by showing them how to defeat the wiles of the devil.  Don’t give anger a place in your life.  Put that anger down.  Do not carry it into the next day.  For that matter, you are to overcome the anger before the sun sets.  Do not let that anger rule you.  As soon as you let the anger have expression in your life you are going to say things you ought not and you are going to give the devil an opportunity.  And believe you me, if you give him an opportunity he is going to take it.  He is going to steal something from you.  Let the expression of anger and lying lips be part of the old man that you bury forever.  Put on the truth and righteousness of Jesus so that you may live a life of victory over the trickery of the devil.  Be free from the sin that continually binds you to disappointment, frustration and defeat.  Receive this instruction into your spirit from a loving Father giving it as a means to protect you.
834. Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Ephesians 4:  29
Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, that I may give grace to those who hear.

Here is what Father God would have you do when you are angry.  Rather than giving place to the devil we are supposed to say things which are edifying.  To edify means to build up.  In other words, we are to speak those words which build up others rather than tearing them down.  

Now really, this is not too hard to understand, just kinda hard to do at times.  But with Jesus all things are possible.  I do not begin to say that you should do this in your own strength but rather that you should surrender your will to Jesus and let Him be the graciousness you need.  And do you see that God will give all grace to all who are in need?  He will fill the space with his grace where previously your old self would have filled the air with blue streaks.  Now by humility and prayer a bad situation becomes a time of grace and blessing.  When you yield your will to God, He is able to take all that is bad and turn it into the beauty of who He is.

In your time of need, before you give voice to your emotions, pray for the Lord of Hosts to be God of the situation, God of the moment and God of all that you are.  Pray for Him to move in His grace rather than you moving in your emotions.  You will see incredible moves of the Lord when you yield to His leading in such times.
835. Thursday, April, 15, 2010

Ephesians 4: 30
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

There is continuity in Paul’s teaching to the Ephesians.  He begins at a basic place; redemption.  Paul tells us to put on the new self that was won for us through Christ’s victory.  He continues through the other verses we have looked at building upon each preceding verse; the foundation being Christ himself.  Paul teaches us about truth, anger, righteousness and the tricks of the devil.  Then he instructs us to keep our mouths from speaking anything except that which is edifying.  No sooner does he give us instruction about the way we use our language than he tells us not to grieve the Holy Spirit.  In other words, we have the ability to grieve the Holy Spirit and one of the quickest and easiest ways to do that is to speak in a way that is not consistent with truth (which is Jesus) and love (which is God 1 John 4: 8).  

We must begin to take these things seriously.  The Lord is showing us that it is important to Him that we guard our mouths, that we treat each other kindly, that we act in ways that are becoming of the children of God.  Really now, none of us want to grieve the Holy Spirit of God.  That is a horrible prospect.  But we don’t take these other instructions of God seriously at times.  We say any stupid thing that comes to our minds.  We say unkind things about others and we often lie.  Even if you are telling the truth if it does not edify then it should go unsaid lest you grieve the Holy Spirit.  Do you really want to cause our God and Father grief?  Then begin to take seriously his instruction to you.  Don’t take the Bible as just printed words on a page but instead see the living, breathing Word of God.  Take His word to heart and let it change you.  Let it guide and instruct you.
836. Friday, April 16, 2010

Ephesians 4: 31 – 32
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  

In the preceding verse Paul told us to grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.  His very next words seek to further instruct us in how to avoid distressing God’s Spirit.  Put all of these things away from you; bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, slander and malice.  Don’t have them around you at all because they should not be part of the mature Christian’s walk.

 

Most of us know, or at least have a good idea what bitterness, wrath and anger are but I found that I was reading right over clamor without giving it much attention.  Then slander stands out to me because it refers to the spoken word, reminding us again about the words of our mouth.  Then there is malice, about which most have a rough idea as to its meaning. 
 

Stopping to look up each of these words in the dictionary, I realized that there is much more meaning in this scripture than we might, at first reading, appreciate.  Look at the Webster's definition of each of these terms.
  

Bitterness:  sharp and disagreeable; harsh; severe; piercing. 2) characterized by strong feelings of hatred, resentment, cynicism.
 

Wrath:  intense anger; rage; fury 2) any action carried out in great anger especially for punishment or vengeance.
 

Anger:  a feeling of displeasure resulting from injury, mistreatment, opposition, etc., and usually showing itself in a desire to fight back at the supposed cause of this feeling.
 

Clamor:  a loud outcry; uproar 2) a vehement, continued expression of the general feeling or of public opinion; loud demand or complaint. In its verb form - to make a clamor- cry out, demand, or complain noisily.
 

Slander:  the utterance in the presence of another person of a false statement or statements, damaging to a third person's character or reputation.
 

Malice:  active ill will; desire to harm another or to do mischief; spite. 2) evil intent.
One can easily see the consistency in Paul’s discourse.  Here he is again encouraging us to curb our language and restrain our tempers.  This verse expounds on what he wrote in the previous text.  Here we go deeper into the meanings of his former instructions.  We see that clamor amounts to complaining and I think the idea of loud complaining draws up an image with which we are all familiar.

We are not to be cynical and skeptical.  We are not to complain about others or speak in a way that is disparaging to their character.  Well, we know that from verse 29 which says to only use our words in a way which edifies others.  We are not to be harsh or sharp which means we are to be gentle.  Nor are we supposed to strike back from a sense of being wronged.  Staying apart from wrath includes avoiding any action carried out in anger. 

I encourage you to keep this list for the future so that you can look back at it from time to time.  These definitions will have different meaning for you at different moments of your development.  You will see different significance depending on what is going on in your life at the time.  The message that I think will consistently ring out through these words is, “Get a tight rein on your words and your anger.”  Those two ideas are embedded in the definition of the six words.  

Lastly, the definition above for slander is the world’s definition.  I would suggest that God’s instruction to us may draw us to a higher standard than the legal definition of slander.  In the legal sense, one must utter false statements in the hearing of another which have the effect of damaging a third person’s reputation.  I believe God would even restrain you from speaking true statements about someone else that have the effect of damaging a person’s reputation.  This is especially true when your motive is to tear them down or damage their image in the eyes of someone else.  Please recall that we are instructed to only say those things which are good for edification of others.  Therefore, even if the statements you make are true, if you are harming another in the utterance of them or you have the intent to harm them or their reputation, then I believe you are in disobedience to God and risk grieving the Holy Spirit.  Keep your words holy because Jesus is “The Word” and He is holy.
837. Monday, April 19, 2010

Ephesians 4: 32
And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

And finally be nice, for this is the way of a mature Christian.

On Friday we read Paul’s directions for the attitudes and expressions we must avoid.  Today he shows us the contrast.  He said don’t be a party to bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor (complaining), slander and malice.  Now he is saying do be kind, tender-hearted and forgiving.  

Think about tender-hearted for a moment.  That would be the exact opposite of being hard-hearted.  You will see the tender heart evidenced in compassion, empathy and sympathy.  When something happens to someone else whether that event be large or small, a tender-hearted person would feel compassion for the other person and then would likely express that compassion in gentle words.  A tender-hearted person would feel the effect of that event on the other person.  A person who is tender-hearted feels things.  Their heart is easily touched.  This does not mean that they are a slave to their feelings.  They just have the ability to understand legitimate emotion.  You cannot be hard-hearted and walk as Jesus walked because he was a man of great compassion.  We need to allow ourselves to be moved by the condition and situation of others.  We don’t become enablers in the dysfunctional sense but we can respond from a heart of compassion.  It is possible to balance these things.  Jesus certainly did.

And if you think anyone has done you wrong, forgive them.  How many times, really, do we need to hear this?  Once a day perhaps.  Look, it’s not all about you.  It is not about what you wanted, what you thought or what they did to you.  It is not even about what they said about you.  Let it go.  They are fascinated with you because their own life is so boring or messed up.  Don’t get in their muck with them by getting all steamed up at their bad acts.  Let them wallow in the muck and mire if they must but get yourself into your place with Jesus far above and beyond all the filthiness of this world.  Let your heart of compassion forgive them and for goodness sake pray for them.  They really need it.

Be kind, be gentle, be forgiving.  It is the way.
838. Tuesday, April 20, 2010

Ephesians 4: 15
But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ.

This verse of Ephesians 4 could well be called the topical sentence of all that comes after it.  All of the verses at which we have looked hang on this verse.  This represents the theme of the chapter.  

We are all supposed to be growing up into Jesus Christ himself.  We are not only to grow into an image of him but we are actually supposed to be growing up as part of him just like the branch is vitally integrated into the vine.  This is what we are supposed to be accomplishing as Christians.  We are supposed to be growing up.  Christianity is more than a salvation prayer uttered once.  It is life and it is a total way of life.  It is Christ.

There are two essential elements that we need in order to grow into him as we should.  They are not a mystery.  They are in the verse above: love and truth.  Only through love and truth can you grow into the integration with Christ that God has called you to.  God is love (1 John 4: 8) and Jesus is the truth (John 14: 6), so of course we cannot do without them.  You are going nowhere without love and truth.  

Jesus said in John 15: 1-2 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vine-dresser.  Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes (cleanses) it, that it may bear more fruit.”  That means you either bear good fruit or God prunes you away.  And when you do bear good fruit he nurtures you so that you can bear even more good fruit.  See please that truth is the true vine.  Makes sense right?  Love is the vine dresser.  You must abide in truth, thereby abiding in Jesus (John 15:4) and you must allow love to guide your growth.

It all makes sense when you see it this way.  Of course, all of the rest of the verses in Ephesian 4 follow from verse 15.  Of course you want to keep your mouth from all unwholesome language.  Of course you are kind and gentle because love is kind and gentle.  And finally it all makes sense and becomes easy.  If you will allow truth and love to guide you all day every day, you will be a well watered branch lovingly cared for by the Holy Gardener.  Every other verse of the Bible folds right in here.  In here is your every need met, your healing, your protection and of course your salvation and redemption.  It does not have to be difficult to understand any longer.  Where there is love and truth, there is the real first family, the family of God.
839. Wednesday, April 21, 2010

Isaiah 51: 12
I, even I, am He who comforts you.

You do not have to rely on the comfort of friends because God has assigned the task of comforter to himself.  It is great to have the comfort of friends and family but they are not always available.  There is only one who is with you morning, noon and night.  Yahweh, Father, Holy God is with you in all hours of the day.  Furthermore, He knows your problems intimately so he can address them better than anyone else.

What’s more, He loves you so much that He does not want to leave the comfort of you to someone else.  He wants to be the one you call first.  And you won’t awaken Him if you call Him in the middle of the night.

This is part of your covenant with the Lord.  We didn’t even have to ask Him for His part of the bargain.  He has freely offered to be your shelter, your refuge.  It is a job He sought, not one that we gave to Him.  That alone should give you some amount of comfort.  He will take away all the sorrow, grief and worry.  Just put everything on His shoulders and let Him be the comforter of your soul.
840. Thursday, April 22, 2010

1 Chronicles 1: 9
Now, O Lord God, Thy promise to my father David is fulfilled; for Thou has made me king over a people as numerous as the dust of the earth.

When God made that promise to David it probably seemed as impossible as any of the promises you have read in the Bible.  Yet God was able to fulfill all He promised to David.  David’s son Solomon bears witness to us that all has been fulfilled in his sight.  In other words, we have an eye witness account that God did exactly what He said He would do.

The word “promise” in the above passage is even more accurately translated as “word.”  That would make the sentence read, “Thy word to my father David is fulfilled.”  I do not find it any coincidence that we call the Bible God’s “word.”  To bring this verse forward to each of us, that would mean that God fulfills his word to you.  That would include everything that He has said to you in His Word, the Bible.  This is a very significant revelation.  Just as God fulfilled His word to David, He is obligated to fulfill His word to you.  You have an entire book of transcriptions of what God has said to you.  Every word in God’s word is His obligation to you.

You should be encouraged, therefore.  If God fulfilled His word to David, then He will fulfill His word to you because the Bible says that God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10: 34).  In other words, He does not favor one child over another.  As a matter of fact, the NIV version of Acts 10: 34 says that “God does not show favoritism.”  What He was willing to do for one, He is willing to do for all.  

Now you put a demand on the promise given you.  That is what faith does.  Expect God to be good to his word.  Expect Him to meet your every need; emotional, physical and emotional.  After all, He is the one that promised.  We are just holding Him to His “word.”
Friday, April 23, 2010

No email
841. Monday, April 26, 2010

Psalm 22: 24
For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither has He hidden His face from him; but when he cried to Him for help, He heard.

God never abandons His people but when one is going through a difficult time, it is easy to feel alone and isolated.  No matter what your situation right now, God is not offended by those problems that hinder you.  He is offended by sin.  But even if sin is the problem that afflicts you, there is none better to save you.  Yahweh does not hide His face from you but you may hide yours from Him.  No matter your challenges, no matter your disappointments turn to Him today and ask for His help.  He will always answer your cry for help.  You are never alone.  He is awaiting you so that He can be a very real and present help.

842. Tuesday, April 27, 2010

Micah 5: 2, 5
But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.  And this one will be our peace.
Here is a foretelling of the coming of Jesus.  He was expected and the Jews were looking for Him.  It is just like Father God to use some small town, one of insignificance to bring His son into the earth.  From the small and weak He is able to do great and mighty things.

When God sent Jesus into the earth He also sent our peace.  In other words, He sent peace to us and for us.  Just before Jesus left the earth, he told us that he was going to leave his peace with us (John 14: 27).  The father and Jesus are always in union with one another.  God promised to send Jesus into the world to be our peace and Jesus promised to leave his peace with us. It is a godly anointed peace and it is with you at all times.  He left it here for you so that you could live free of the turmoil of the world.  Though you may encounter troubles you don’t have to be tortured by them because you have the peace of God. 

This peace must be very important since both the father and the son have worked to get it to you.  Treasure it and don’t let go of it lightly.  And don’t let anyone steal it from you.  
843. Wednesday, April 28, 2010

John 15: 18 - 19
If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.  If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.

It can be pretty confusing and disheartening when someone dislikes you or treats you badly when you have never done anything to them.  And here is the bad news.  The more godly you become, the more they will hate you.  But take heart.  They hated Jesus first and more so.  You are in very good company.

I have great compassion for you because I know how it feels but the one who is greater has even more understanding and compassion.  He has been through an even worse experience so he is completely able to comfort you.  The world hates you because you love him.

This is very difficult to handle at first.  It is not fair.  But once you understand what is going on, you begin to find it more tolerable and you actually begin to have compassion for those who persecute you.  You will increasingly see them through your Father’s eyes and you will see that it is just their own brokenness that is causing them to malign you.  Soon, very soon even, you will find their lies and criticisms do not touch you.  You know the one who is the truth and that really is enough to comfort you.  Take heart my beloved.  You are in the best possible company and the master is well able to take care of you.
844. Thursday, April 29, 2010

1 Timothy 6: 18
Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share.

You can always recognize people who are full of the love of God.  They are always generous.  You have to be because God is generous.  So when you are full of Him, generosity naturally flows from you.

Why then are some people, even believers, tight fisted?  It is their lack of faith, lack of trust and their belief that their own hands have provided for them.  Once you truly begin to trust God, you begin to understand that He will always provide for you.  You are then able to release the death grip you have on money and things because you know that God is your source, not you.

As long as you see yourself as your source you will have a tendency to be stingy with your hard earned money.  Once you realize that you cannot do anything without God’s grace and that it is He that has blessed you, you will begin let God’s provision flow through you.  You can let God use you as a conduit.  You will stop being a dead end in God’s flow and instead be a multiplier.  As you start really giving, you will see that your supply is not hindered at all and you will become an even greater giver.  When we know God and trust Him, we can let go of every concern.  Then we can let go of our resources.  We become like God himself just looking for someone to bless.  What a wonderful way to live life.
845. Friday, April 30, 2010

Psalm 28: 7
The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in Him, and I am helped; therefore my heart exults, and with my song I shall thank Him.

This is a great model for showing us how to live with God’s active presence in our lives.  We put our full trust in Him which allows Him to work in our lives.  The result is that we are helped.  The next thing that happens is that in our joy and gratefulness, we praise Him.  Now that is how the Christian life is supposed to work.

Don’t spend all of your time crying and whining about your problems.  Instead, take them to the Lord in full trust.  Trust Him to be your strength and shield in every situation.  Give the problem to Him fully.  Then relax.  When you do that, you give God room to work in your life.  You have to let go in order for Him to be able to take over.  But wait!  Your job is not over when the solution comes.  Your part of problem solving is praising the Lord who works on your behalf.  Just spend your days praising and thanking him instead of in travail over all the challenges that meet you.  Tell Yahweh that you know those problems to be His concern rather than yours and that you are going to praise Him all the days of your life.  Trust Him.  You are going to be amazed how much easier life can be.
846. Monday, May 3, 2010

Nahum 1:7
The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows those who take refuge in Him.

The Lord is good.  That doesn’t sound like a huge revelation perhaps but you might be surprised how many Christians have not come to that conclusion yet.  He is good and He does good.  He is not bad and He does not do bad things to us.  He is full to overflowing with goodness and He rains His goodness on us.

He is also a strong fortress in our day of need.  What does it mean that He is a stronghold?  It means that you can run to Him and he will be your strength, answer and protection.  You can rely on Him to be your safe place when trouble heads in your direction.

What’s more, He becomes intimately familiar with those who trust Him and take refuge in Him.  He wants to be your hiding place.  He wants you to lean on Him when the pressure is on rather than relying on your own resources.  You can come out of a bad situation as the victor and also closer to God.  That alone makes it a victory.  The more you get to know Him, the more you spend time with Him the more he will be able to share His wisdom and other good gifts with you.  He is a good God and all of that goodness is stored up just for you.
847. Wednesday, May 5, 2010

Isaiah 41: 15
Behold, I have made you a new, sharp threshing sledge with double edges; you will thresh the mountains, and pulverize them, and will make the hills like chaff.

God has made you something strong.  You are no longer weak.  Do you see who you are in His eyes?  By and through Him, you are mighty and powerful.  Is there a mountain looming over you?  Well, God has made you able to demolish it so that it becomes little more than a memory.  You will look around and say, “Where is that mountain that terrorized me?”

All that God is, all that Jesus brought and all that the Holy Spirit conveys, is alive and well on the inside of you right now.  You are no little worm in the grass.  God has made you the head and not the tail, above and not beneath (Deuteronomy 28: 13).  You are an overcomer, a victor.  Let the vision God has of you fill you from head to toe.  Change your self-image to agree with that of the Father.  Then speak to that mountain and watch it vanquish before you.  You are a beloved child of the most high.  Let his expression of love dwell richly within you.
848. Thursday, May 6, 2010

Isaiah 41: 9
I have chosen you and not rejected you.

Did you know that God has chosen you?  Do you know that you are precious to him?  Sometimes we think that the only people God has chosen and called are those called into ministry.  That just isn’t true.  It took me awhile to understand the call on my life but now I can help you.  I thought He was calling me into business as a Christian business person.  Then I thought He was calling me into law.  And while those were appointments for a time, I finally realized that the real call on my life was to Him.  And just the same, He is calling you to himself.  That is the call on your life.  Yeah, it may ultimately manifest in a variety of ways but you need not worry about that.  He will lead you into your path once you have answered His call.  You need not concern yourself with what He has called you to in terms of a task or an occupation.  All you have to do is recognize that He has called and chosen you.  Answer Him.  It is no different than when you were a child and a parent called you.  They meant for you to go to them.  They called you to themselves.  Then you would go find them.  This is the same with God.  He is calling.  He has chosen you.  He has not rejected you.  Go to Him.  Seek Him.
849. Friday May 7, 2010

Romans 1:29 – 31
[B]eing filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful.

Paul is describing a wretched group of people here.  First he shows the malevolence with which they are filled and then he tells us how those things manifest.  He begins with “they are gossips” and then goes on through some pretty atrocious attributes.  It strikes me that he begins this list of horrible characteristics with gossiping.  One would think Paul could have headed his list with something more diabolical than gossip.  But maybe, just maybe gossiping is much more treacherous that we thought.  Otherwise, why is it even included in this list?  It is keeping pretty bad company.

Most of us recognize the other items in this list and most of us would denounce them.  But how many would say that gossip is a real problem and denounce it?  How many of us would balk at a gossiper as we would a hater of God or an arrogant, boastful inventor of evil?  You see, God is showing us in this passage that the same unloving attitude that makes one an evil hater of God is that which causes us to gossip.  Gossip is malignant and creates discord and strife in the body of Christ.  It is a big problem as evidenced by its inclusion in this verse.  Paul wished to cut it off in the churches to which he ministered.  We, therefore, need to be mindful of gossip as well.

Gossiping is not really frowned upon in our society as can be easily evidenced by watching any reality show.  They are all about drama and gossip.  How many other television shows are completely based on gossip or gossiping?  Quite a few.  This general acceptance in our society makes it difficult for Christians to recognize the danger of gossip.  It even cloaks when Christians are participating in gossip because it does not stand out anymore.  And it seems that no one is immune to either the lure or the effect of gossip.  But gossip is very damaging to the body of Christ.

Thus, we must all be vigilante to police our words and root out gossip from our lives.  As Ephesians 4: 29 instructs us, we should only speak those words which are good for edification.  And when we find ourselves trapped in a conversation which turns to gossip and running others down, we must find ways to extricate ourselves.  It is best for us when we are around others who are using their words for edification rather than for tearing apart.  And maybe as we make an effort to remove ourselves from gossip, others might be influenced as well.  Take this message from Paul to heart and be mindful about the things you say and help others grow in their use of language too.
850. Monday, May 10, 2010




(Beginning of Holy Spirit)
Acts 1: 2 – 3
[U]ntil the day when He was taken up, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen.  To these He also presented Himself alive, after His suffering by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days, and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.
There was a period of forty days between when Jesus was resurrected and when He ascended to heaven when He made several appearances to his disciples.  He had his body and was alive.  He ate with them and they touched His body.  This is the period of time when Thomas, whom we like to call doubting Thomas, pressed his finger into the wound in Jesus’ side.  When Mary, who was the first to encounter the risen Jesus, pressed into Him, He told her not to “cling” to Him because He had not yet ascended to the Father.

It is interesting to note that there was this period of forty days when Jesus appeared to his disciples.  He had arisen from the dead with his body but He had not yet ascended to heaven.  He used this time to minister to his disciples and to teach and instruct them.  I imagine that this was very special time to the disciples.  From this we get an understanding of resurrection and that Jesus’ body did not just evaporate in that tomb but that it was raised up.  We gain insight into our own day of resurrection and that we also will be alive just as Jesus is now alive.  He is alive and this message was truly born in that forty day period between the resurrection and Jesus’ ascension to His Father when the disciples saw Him, spoke with Him and touched Him.  Their experiences with Him during that period strongly influence our message today.  He is alive!  And we will live with Him for all eternity and the power and glory of His victory.  He is most assuredly alive.  He lives.  And it is for us that He lives.  Truly this is a message worth shouting from the rooftops.  Our Jesus defeated the bonds of death.  He overcame a world of destruction and decay so that we all might live and not die.  He conquered death and taxes, the two things that we think cannot be overcome.  He had fish paying His tax for Him after all.  When we get a real deep revelation of His victory over the things that seem impossibilities to us then we are going to gain our own freedom.  We will be truly alive, then, in him.

851. Tuesday, May 11, 2010

Luke 24: 49
And behold, I am sending forth the promise of my Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.

This statement Jesus made during the forty day period between his resurrection and ascension.  He was preparing his disciples for the ministry ahead of them.  Shortly they would form the new church and would have to carry out all the administration and teaching of a brand new religion.  He had to minister to them to get them from their deep sorrow to the dynamic profession of the faith.  For all they knew, the whole mission died with Jesus.  They were expecting a very different kind of victory out of Jesus and they were expecting him to establish the new kingdom.  That did not happen though.  And even though they were taught the scriptures they just could not reason out this apparent defeat.

So Jesus visited them during this period.  He lifted their spirits and he instructed them.  The disciples saw with their own eyes the living Jesus.  They heard his voice and dined with him.  They went from defeated people who were probably wondering what to do, to world changing believers.  They were then able to go out and proclaim the victory of Jesus with strong conviction. 

But before Jesus released them on the world, he told them to await the promise of the Father.  He told them that the reception of the promise would cloth them with power.  They might have thought themselves ready to go proclaim the gospel of Jesus’ when they saw him.  Certainly their sorrow turned to joy and they must have wanted to run out to the streets and spread the good news.  But Jesus told them to wait so that they could receive what the Father had promised.  This was part of the preparation for the gospel.
852. Wednesday, May 12, 2010

Acts 1: 4
And gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” he said, “you heard of from Me . . . .”

Before Jesus sent the disciples out to teach and preach the good news of the Messiah arisen and alive, he prepared them.  Part of that preparation was for the disciples to receive the promise from the Father which Jesus said that he had spoken to them about.  What was this long awaited promise?  Jesus tells them in the very next phrase.  Acts 1: 5 reads, “for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with (in) the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  In other words, Jesus told them that they were to await the promised Holy Spirit that the Father had been promising for some time.  They were to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit before they left Jerusalem and started out in their ministries.  

When God gives you a ministry or a job to do, He always prepares you first and gives you all of the gifts and assistance you need in order to accomplish that which He has directed you to do.  It is His job to train you and to equip you with all that you need to succeed.  The chief gift is the promised gift of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus said, “…you shall receive power when the Holy Sprit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1: 8).  
We are still completing this mission that Jesus gave to the disciples on that day.  We are still going into all the world spreading the good news about Jesus.  And we, like the disciples of old, need God’s power working in our lives so that we may accomplish all that He has set us to.  And what God has promised He is more than able to deliver.
853. Thursday, May 13, 2010

“I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind.”  Joel 2: 28

“And I will pour out … the Spirit of grace and of supplication.”  Zechariah 12: 10
“I shall have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel.”  Ezekiel 39: 29

Until the Spirit is poured out upon us from on High.  Isaiah 32: 15
I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring.  Isaiah 44: 3

Father God started promising the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon us long, long ago.  Here are some quotes from the Old Testament where God made this promise to us.  The people of the Old Testament did not really know a lot about the Holy Spirit.  In fact, there are only about twenty-nine references to Him in the Old Testament.  Of these twenty-nine, a fair number of them dealt with the day that God would pour out His Spirit on all mankind.  Previously, the Spirit would come upon someone and he or she would enjoy anointed success from the Lord or they would prophesy in the Lord’s name.

But God was looking forward into the future to a time when He would pour out His Spirit upon all of us and the Spirit would stay with us rather than just resting with us for a short time.  He knew when this pouring out would occur for it was fixed in time.  Father promised to send us His son and He did.  He also promised to send to us the third person of the trinity, the Holy Spirit, and God is not a man that He should lie (Numbers 23: 19).
854. Friday, May 14, 2010

John 16: 7, John 14: 16-17
But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away; the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”

And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth.

As the end of Jesus’ ministry approached He told His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and be offered up as a sacrifice.  His disciples were understandably distressed by this information.   But Jesus comforted them, telling them that all would be well and He began to teach them about the promised gift of God.  He even went so far as to tell them that it was to their advantage that He leave so that He could send the Father’s promise to them.  

This, then, was that fixed point in time that had long been prophesied about.  First the coming of the Messiah had been prophesied.  But there were also the prophesies of the coming of the Holy Spirit; that He would be sent by God as a gift to all mankind.  The coming of Jesus fulfilled the prophecies about the coming Messiah.  And now Jesus told His disciples that the prophecies regarding the gift of the Holy Spirit were about to be fulfilled in their presence.  Jesus also made it clear that there was an order to the things of God.  These events had been put into motion thousands of years previous and there was an appointed time for each.  Jesus said that it was imperative for Him to leave because the Holy Spirit could not be sent until Jesus ascended.  But Jesus promised that when He left He would send the Spirit to us.  And the Holy Spirit will remain with us for all time.  We will never be without Him.  And that is God’s plan; for us to have His Spirit and His anointing with us always.  We are never alone because God has always had a plan for taking care of us and He has always done as He promised.
855. Monday, May 17, 2010

John 14: 16
(Amplified Version)


The Role of the Holy Spirit
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, and Standby), that He may remain with you forever.

The central role of the Holy Spirit and God’s main reason for sending Him to us is for the Holy Spirit to aid us in whatever capacity necessary.  That is why He is often referred to as the Helper.  Jesus frequently called the Holy Spirit our “Helper.”  If the kind of help we need is prayer, then the Holy Spirit intercedes for us.  If we need strength, then He strengthens us.  He was sent to us to be our constant companion, to standby us every minute of everyday to help us in every situation.  That is the role of God’s Holy Spirit.  I think that is exhilarating.  Just think, God’s own Spirit has been assigned the job of being with you constantly so that He can help you every second of every day.  He is to standby you and await any opportunity to aid you.

Now, some people may say, “Well, He doesn’t seem to be at my side helping me daily.”  That could be true because one thing you bet on is that the Holy Spirit of God is a gentleman.  He must first be invited.  He will not horn in on your life; He will not push his weight around on you.  The Spirit of God is gentle.  Remember that gentleness is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5: 22).  He is powerful but He absolutely will not force Himself on you.  So just invite Him into your life.  Give Him permission to take up permanent residence with you.  You are going to experience a whole new life with God through His own Spirit when you do.
856. Tuesday, May 18, 2010

John 7: 39
But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Here Jesus was speaking to a crowd and teaching them of the things to come.  This statement from Jesus shows us that the Spirit is to be received.  In other words, He is a gift and those who wish to receive the gift shall have it.  But the Holy Spirit is not going to be forced on those who are unable to receive Him.  There is the element of choice on the part of the recipient. The Holy Spirit is for all of those who choose to receive Him.  Receiving Him is not automatic.  You have to make your own choice.  Not even God is going to make it for you though Jesus did command His disciples to remain in Jerusalem and await the gift of the Holy Spirit so it clearly is His intent that we receive the gift.

Jesus also tells us who is eligible to receive this gift.  The gift is for those who believe in Jesus.  That is the only requirement.  If one truly and honestly believes in Jesus as the Messiah, the chosen one of God, then that person is eligible to receive the long awaited gift of the Holy Spirit.

We also see in this passage the timing of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus said the Spirit was not yet given because Jesus had not yet been received into glory.  We know that during the 40 day period between when Jesus resurrected from the dead and when He ascended to the Father He appeared to His disciples.  One of the things Jesus told them was to await the promise of God because they would receive “the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  Shortly thereafter Jesus ascended to heaven to be seated at the right hand of God and then the Holy Spirit was sent into the earth to be with us for all time.
857. Wednesday, May 19, 2010

Luke 11: 13
If you the, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?

The Father promised the Holy Spirit to His people for years.  Then when the appointed time came, the Holy Spirit was poured out onto all who would receive; all who ask.  Jesus promised us that all who would ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit would receive.  God is not trying to make you earn this gift.  He is not withholding the Holy Spirit or reserving it for only a precious few.  Jesus said that God is a good Father, a better parent than any of us even have the capacity of being.  Yet, earthly parents give good gifts to their children.  You don’t make your children earn your gifts.  They are not gifts if they are earned.  They would be payment instead.  You give good gifts just because you love your child or grandchild.  It does not even have to be a birthday or Holiday.  You just give to your children because they are your beloved.

How much more is God a good a gracious parent?  How much more does He love us?  Therefore, He wants to bestow good gifts upon us especially the gift of the Holy Spirit.  That is the point Jesus is making here.  Your heavenly Father loves you more than you can even imagine and out of His love for you flows His unfailing gift of love, the bestowing of the precious Spirit of God.  You have only to ask.
858. Thursday, May 20, 2010

Acts 1: 8
[B]ut you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.
We know something about God and we know Jesus but who, really, is the Holy Spirit?  The answer is that He is the power of God, the creative force of God.  In the first chapter of Genesis we see that the earth was formless but that the Holy Spirit was moving (or hovering) over the surface of the waters.  Then God spoke the word and the Holy Spirit responded to that spoken word and created all that God spoke.  So, by the Holy Spirit God created the earth.

Then we see in Luke 1: 35 that it was the Power of God through the Holy Spirit that caused Mary to conceive.  There is the creative power of God at work.  All three persons of the trinity have their place.  They each have their own roles and characteristics.  We are beginning to learn who the Holy Spirit is.  When we do, we will be able to work with Him more effectively.

He is the one who is in the earth right now and who was promised to remain with us forever.  He was sent to be our helper, guide and teacher so the more we can understand his role in our lives, the more we can learn and the more we can be led by Him.  It is by His power, the power of the Holy Spirit, that we are able to positively affect our lives and the lives of others. 
And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving (hovering) over the surface of the waters.  Genesis 1: 2
And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.”  Luke 1: 35

And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit.  Luke 4: 14
And it came about one day that He was teaching; and there were some Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing.  Luke 5: 17
And you know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power.  Acts 10: 38
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15: 13
“…in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit…”  Romans 15: 19
And my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.  1 Corinthians 2: 4
[T]o be strengthened with power through His Spirit.  Ephesians 3: 16
[F]or our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit.  1 Thessalonians 1: 5
859. Friday, May 21, 2010

John 1: 33
He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the one who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.
In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit would come “on” someone and they would perform anointed works.  Gideon blew his horn; many prophesied.  But the Holy Spirit would lift off of them after their task was accomplished.  He did not come upon them and remain.  The time of the Holy Spirit was not yet.  

John the Baptist baptized in water but announced that one was coming after him who would baptize in the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3: 11, Mark 1: 8, Luke 3: 16, John 1: 33).  This, of course, was Jesus.  When Jesus ascended to heaven He sent the Holy Spirit to be with us, to live with us forever as we saw in John 14: 16.  The Holy Spirit was to no longer come “on” us and then vacate.  Instead Jesus said that He was going to send the Holy Spirit to be with us forever to be our constant helper, teacher and guide.  So now the Holy Spirit has come and made His abode with us.  Paul wrote to the church at Corinth, “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”  (1 Corinthians 3: 16).  Then in Romans 8, the eleventh verse Paul writes, “He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.”  Now we have the Holy Spirit with us, dwelling in us all of the time rather than coming upon us in a time of need.  He is here to be your constant standby and He couldn’t do that very well if He had to come and go.  So Jesus sent Him into the world to be with us and to stay with us until Jesus comes back to establish His Kingdom in the earth.  We are never abandoned because God has made provision for us to have a divine helper with us at all times.
860. Monday, May 24, 2010

Acts 2: 32 - 33
This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.

This verse unites many of the themes we have seen in the scriptures we have looked at regarding the Holy Spirit.  God multiple times made a promise to pour out the Holy Spirit upon all mankind.  Jesus, then, told us that it was imperative for Him to leave so that He could send that which the Father had promised.  Receiving the promise unto Himself from the Father, He then poured the Holy Spirit out to all.

It is done.  God has done His part.  Jesus has done His.  The prophecies and the promises have been fulfilled.  These are the days of glory that the Lord spoke about.  So why aren’t we living in more victory and in more of that glory?  

Just like it took some people a long time to recognize Jesus as the Messiah, even when He walked among them and they witnessed His miracles, we are only just beginning to recognize the Holy Spirit and His role.  It is much easier to be wise when one can look back into history and see what others missed.  It is quite a bit more difficult to be wise in the days of your own history.  That is why we need the Holy Spirit.  Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would “teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you” (John 14: 26).  Jesus also said that the Holy Spirit would take what He hears from the Father and will disclose it to you (John 16: 13).  So the Holy Spirit’s job is to lead us into this wisdom of the Father.  We have been given the scriptures to help us learn about the Spirit.  We have the wisdom to seek Him and to learn to work with him because the Holy Scriptures first taught us to expect Him and then informed us as to role in our lives.  The Holy Spirit has the Word as one of His tools.  He uses the Word to remind us of the things Jesus said and also to lead us in the way that we should go.  The Holy Spirit also has the very thoughts of God to minister to us.  What we must do is recognize Him.  We must be more wise than those who did not recognize Jesus in His day.  Then, having recognized the Spirit of God, we invite Him to take an active role in our lives.   We invite him to indwell us, teach us and guide us all day every day.  He can have as large a role in your life as you want but you must first ask Him into your life.  Then let Him fill you up to overflowing.
861. Tuesday, May 25, 2010

Ephesians 5: 18
[B]e filled with the Spirit.

God does not only want you to have a little bit of His Spirit.  He wants you to be full to overflowing.  Well, that is His nature after all, isn’t it?  In everything He does He likes to fill us and more so that our every need is met with plenty left over for others.  He never leaves the smallest portion of us unfilled or unfulfilled.

After promising the Holy Spirit to us for many years, it is not surprise to me that He wants to completely fill us with this promise.  There in no part of us that God, our Father, does not want to inhabit with us.  He wants to be a part of everything that is important to you but He also wants to participate in all of the small things of life with you.  To Him, they are all important because they are all a part of you and your life.  That is why He wants to fill you to the utmost with Himself.  And that is what His Spirit is, His inner being and He wants to share that most intimate part of Himself with you.  God is not a small God and He does not do things in a small way.  He gives you His best and He gives you all you can hold and a bit more so that you will have some to share with others.  It is God’s intention that you be filled with the Holy Spirit. Make it your ambition to be filled with His Holy Spirit until He, the Holy Spirit, bubbles out of you in your abundance.   

For he will be great in the sight of the Lord and … he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, while yet in his mother’s womb.  Luke 1: 15
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  Luke 1: 41
And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit.  Luke 1: 67
And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan.  Luke 4: 1

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2: 4

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit ….    Acts 4: 8

And when they had prayed the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.  Acts 4: 31

But select from among you, brethren, seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task.  Acts 7: 3
And the statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit.  Acts 6: 5

But being full of the Holy Spirit …. Acts 7: 55

[F]or he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.  Acts 11: 24

But Saul who was also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze upon him.  Acts 13: 9

And the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.  Acts 13: 32
862. Wednesday, May 26, 2010


(End of Holy Spirit Series)
Galatians 3: 13 – 14
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us – for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”- in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

In the Old Testament when God promised that He would pour out the Holy Spirit He sometimes made the promise to the nation of Israel but more often said that He would pour out the Spirit on all mankind.  You see, God already knew the future.  He knew that through Jesus and His sacrifice all the world would inherit the blessing of Abraham through adoption into the family of God.  It was God’s intent that we would all share in the blessing.

Paul, I believe, demonstrates how important this whole structure is.  God put together a plan that would insure that we received all the best He had.  It was an elaborate plan and very expensive.  It took the sacrifice of the unblemished lamb in order to extend the blessing of the chosen to those of us who were formerly outside of the family.  God gave His son as that sacrifice so that He could bring us under the umbrella of His protection and into His family.  We are now children of the most High.  It cost God everything and through God’s sacrifice, we receive everything.

That is how important you are to the King.  And that is how important the Holy Spirit is that God went through these elaborate measures to get the promise to you.  The promise is for you.

Now, what do you do?  You invite the Holy Spirit into your life.  You ask Him to be a part of your daily life; everything you do.  You talk to Him just like you talk to God because He is God.  He, being the third part of the trinity, is God with you.  Ask Him to come live in you.  Ask Him to fill you up with himself.  And as Paul wrote in the passage above, you must receive Him by faith.  You certainly can study more about the Holy Spirit.  There are many more verses about Him.  They continue to show who He is and how He operates in this world.  Many people in the New Testament received the baptism in the Holy Spirit when someone prayed for them so you can ask a pastor or other spiritually mature person to pray with you if you like.  There are plenty of people who have received Him while alone in their own prayers.  There is no secret here.  It is all in the scriptures.  It boils down to acknowledging Him, asking Him into your life, asking Him to live inside of you, to fill you, and then receiving Him.  That is really all there is to it.  Don’t miss out on the third person of the Trinity.  I believe today’s passage shows how important this part of our relationship with God really is.  As Jesus said, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20: 22).

863. Thursday, May 27, 2010

Exodus 11: 3
And the Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians.  Furthermore, the man Moses himself was greatly esteemed in the land of Egypt, both in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the sight of the people.

Now if you know the story about Moses leading the Israelites out of Egypt, you know that neither Moses nor the Israelites had favor in the sight of the Egyptians in the natural.  They were hated and despised.  Pharaoh was more than fed up with Moses and Aaron.  At one point Pharaoh told Moses that if he saw Moses’ face again, Moses would surely die.

None the less, when it came down to it, God was victorious.  Not only did Pharaoh release the captives, but the Israelites carried out of Egypt much gold and silver.  They left 400 years of slavery in immense wealth.  God gave them such favor that the Egyptians just gave over their wealth to the Israelites.  That is God for you.

You saw yesterday that through Jesus all of the blessing of the Israelites has come upon all people; all who call God their Lord.  How much more should His favor be able to operate in this country and in our lives than against such high odds as in Egypt?  The Israelites were slaves after all when they were in Egypt.  And yet they left Egypt with the Egyptians giving them their wealth.  The Israelites didn’t earn that wealth directly.  It was the favor of God on their lives that moved the wealth out of the hands of the Egyptians and into the hands of the Israelites.  That same kind of profound favor is available in your life too.  

God sent His son to the cross for you so that you could enjoy all of the blessings of God.  We must accept in our hearts that God is a good God and that He has good intentions towards us.  Then with our faith we reach out to God with the expectation that He will be a good partner in our lives.  He will lead us by His Spirit into the land of favor and abundant life.  That is after all what Jesus said He came here to bring us (John 10: 10).
864. Friday, May 28, 2010

Colossians 1: 12
… giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.

You are already qualified to share in the inheritance of God.  Isn’t that good news?  You do not have to earn it.  It is done.  So, give thanks.  Praise the Father.  He has arranged everything so that you could be His heir.  Even if you do not pray everyday, get in the habit of praising everyday.  That is really more important because God has already done everything He needed to do to bring you into the throne room of grace.  He has already provided for your every need.  He has already bestowed on you the blessing of Abraham.

You have been pre-qualified.  Now enjoy the fruit of what God has supplied you but always remembering that as His child He has an expectation that you are not going to use all that He has provided you on your own lusts.  He is not increasing you so that you can have a new boat.  You can have the new boat and a jet ski too but remember that your job is to feed His children.  You are to use your inheritance to spread God’s love and prosperity around.  It is not only about you and how much of your inheritance you can spend gratifying the pleasures of the flesh.  It is not just about a new vacation and new shoes.  God wants to bless you but He wants you to bless others.  He wants you to be like Him.  He is not using up all of His resources on Himself.  Otherwise, there would be no inheritance for us to receive.  Don’t use up all the blessing that He is giving you on yourself.  Thank God and praise Him from the bottom of your heart and then show your appreciation by blessing His kids.  Find someone everyday that you can bless.  Then you will really see the manifestation of God.

Monday, May 31, 2010      Memorial Day          No Verse     

865. Tuesday, June 1, 2010
Proverb 6: 16 – 19
There are six things which the Lord hates, yes, seven which are an abomination to Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to evil, a false witness who utters lies and one who spreads strife among brothers.

This is an amazing passage to me.  First of all, it is so interesting that of the things God hates, I mean really hates, He has included haughty eyes and a lying tongue.  Now we all expect Him to hate hands that shed innocent blood, feet that run to evil and a heart that devises wickedness.  I don’t imagine any of that is a surprise but what about the haughty eyes and lying tongue?  Did you think that God hates those as much as the others?

Secondly, the haughty eyes and lying tongue are mentioned before those heinous attributes that we all recognize as wicked.

Also, the author uses a body part to describe each of the things that God hates until He gets to the end.  He starts with eyes, then tongue, hands, heart and feet.  When he gets to the end he just goes straight to talking about God hating a person who does these things.  That is really strong.  You may not have thought that spreading strife was that big a deal or making false statements but it seems to me that those two don’t even get the benefit of a body part to hide behind.  The writer just levels those straight at anyone who participates in that kind of behavior.

Lastly, I am struck that three of the things God hates have to do with how we use our mouths and two of them have to do with lying specifically.  We need to get a revelation here people.  These things are an abomination to God.  He hates a lying tongue, a false witness who utters lies and one who spreads strife.  The first two are pretty obvious.  As for strife, how is that usually spread?  By the words of our mouths usually.  Look, Jesus described himself as the truth so of course lying and bearing false witness are an abomination to the Lord.  The truth and a lie cannot exist together.  The devil, God’s mortal enemy, is the father of lies (John 8: 44) so we have no business having any part in deception of any sort.  Jesus is the truth and the Holy Spirit was called, by Jesus, the Spirit of truth (John 14: 17) which stands to reason since Jesus is the truth.  So the truth is completely incompatible with deception and lying.  We must choose.  It is either truth or deception, God or the devil.  You cannot have it both ways.  Choose truth in all circumstances and don’t grieve the heart of God.
866. Wednesday, June 2, 2010

Proverb 3: 5

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.

This scripture was brought to my mind recently and I saw it in a new light.  Trusting the Lord is a favorite theme of mine both in my ministry and in my own personal life.  I have a personal saying that I wish to walk in “radical trust in the Lord.”  And sometimes I have been that deep in my trust but I find it is a difficult place to stay.  The world rushes in; my own thoughts take me captive and the next thing I know, I have let my trust slip.

This proverb points out how complete our trust in the Lord is to be.  When we trust the Lord with our whole heart, rather than only part, then there is no room for any other emotion at all.  There is no room for even one seed of doubt or one micro-ounce of fear.  There is no questioning how He is going to provide the answer we need because we have completely abandoned the problem to Him.  When we really trust the Lord with all our heart, then trust is all there is.  All of your heart, all of your emotion, all of your thoughts are of easy reliance on our God and Father.  

Read this verse again today for the first time.  Read it with emphasis on the word all.  Picture a human heart and imagine yours completely full of trust.  See that there is no room for doubt or fear.  Let yourself feel that immersive trust welling up from inside of you and overcoming you entirely and enjoy a new level of trusting the Lord.
867. Thursday, June 3, 2010

Matthew 7: 15-16

Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  You will know them by their fruits.  

Galatians 5: 22- 23
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  

Jesus gave us a warning in chapter 7 of Matthew.  He told us that in these days there would be people who would represent themselves to us a part of the flock of Jesus but in reality they are ravenous wolves who would devour us if we let them.  Fear not though.  There is a way we can tell real followers of Christ from those who pretend to be sincere believers.  You will know them by their fruit Jesus said.  “What fruit,” you ask.  The fruit of their character.

Do not attempt discernment by listening to what they say.  Anyone can say anything.  That is what Jesus was pointing out when he said they would be dressed as sheep.  They will say the right things and will sound convincing but ask yourself about their fruit.  They can even quote scripture and sound all holy but Satan quotes scripture too.  That is what he did in the temptation of Christ (Matthew 4: 6) Being able to quote scripture does not make you holy or a Christian.

Also do not let their works persuade you.  These false people will do many of the things that the children of light do in order to appear as sheep rather than as their true selves.  But our salvation and our redemption are not in works. They are in faith in Jesus Christ, our redeemer.  As a matter of fact, these people may even be leaders in the church.  They may be on every church committee.  They may participate in charitable works.  But these things don’t make you a Christian anymore than swimming makes you a fish.
Jesus explained that the way we can know about people is to check the fruit that is on their tree.  Galatians 5: 22 tells you what fruit to look for.  While none of us is perfect, if Christ is really inside of you then, you should increasingly bear the fruit that is of Him.  You cannot give yourself to Christ without His light showing through you.  As you walk through life don’t be mislead by people who purport to be Christ centered.  If they truly are, they will not have to tell you.  You will see that their lives are characterized by love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

868. Friday, June 4, 2010

Galatians 5: 24 – 25

Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

So many times when people hear about passion and desire they think of sexual desire.  That is a very limited view of what this passage is speaking about.  Your passion for anything, your desire for anything that is not God can be a problem.  When your consuming passion is for a new car, a favorite activity, food, etc. then you are serving the desires of your flesh instead of the desires of the Spirit.  So even if sexual lust is not a problem for you there may be something that does consume your thoughts.  There is help though.  When we crucify the flesh Jesus stands with the promised gift in His hands.  We do not have to fulfill the lusts of the flesh because we have a helper.  We are not alone.

For those who belong to Jesus the helper leads and guide.  He teaches and He empowers.  As He teaches us He also leads us in our own personal reformation.  He changes us from the inside out.  We no longer have to adhere to a strict set of rules that we enforce through an act of our willpower.  That is life according to the law.  Now, in our enlightenment, we walk by the Spirit.  The Spirit leads and guides us.  As we surrender more fully to His guidance, we just naturally do not fulfill the lusts of the flesh because He leads us by a different path.

The key word, though, is surrender.  It takes a person of courage to surrender their lives fully to God.  It also requires someone who can sacrifice their ego on the altar of grace.  God, through the Holy Spirit, will do all of the heavy lifting but you first have to find the guts to move out of God’s way and give your complete life over to Him.  In truth, I find that many just can’t put God ahead of themselves.  They do not have the courage to surrender.  They are just plain scared and they don’t really trust God.  Look, it is easy to talk the talk but it is hard to walk the walk.  How many will graduate from God’s elementary school to the upper grades?  Well, the choice is completely ours.  Can you really let go of your control, your thoughts, your plans, your ideas, your power, your ego?  If you will really let go, then the Holy Spirit will take you by the hand and gently guide you in the way.  He will lead you into those green pastures.  He will keep you from harm even when enemies approach from all sides and He will turn your problems into victory.  Let go of your control and live and walk by the Spirit into all grace. 
869. Monday, June 7, 2010

John 7: 30
They were seeking therefore to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come.

John 10:14-15


I lay down My life for the sheep.
Some people debate and rage over who killed Jesus.  These become very passionate debates.  Some say the Romans killed Him.  Some say the Jews.  When we really understand the passion of Christ, then we can finally let go of this debate.  The only one who had power over Jesus’ life was Jesus.  

In the seventh chapter of John, those who hated Him tried to seize Him so that they could put Him to death.  But Jesus’ hour had not come yet so they were unable to take Him.  Jesus just slipped away as He did at other times.  In the tenth chapter of John the crowd was going to stone him.  The scripture says in verse 39, “Therefore they were seeking again to seize Him, and He eluded their grasp.”  Notice that the verse says they were seeking to seize Him again.  This wasn’t the first time and it was not to be the last but Jesus had a say in what was going to happen to him.  The temptation in the garden of Gethsemane wouldn’t have been so difficult for Jesus if the end was a forgone conclusion and he did not have any power to affect the outcome.  No, it was because He had to willingly go into captivity and to the cross that the temptation was so great.  He had the power to walk away but made the choice to stay.

Only when Jesus’ time had come was it possible to capture him.  Even then Jesus had to practically help the soldiers arrest him.  When they came with Judas to arrest him, they all ended up falling to the ground under the power of God.  Read John 18: 3 – 11.  Jesus waited for them to recover and then, again, identified himself for them.  Peter drew his sword to defend Jesus but Jesus told him to put it away.  Jesus said, “Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?”  Jesus had chosen to follow God.  He had chosen to lay down his life for the sheep.  That is the only way they could have ever put him on the cross, through his choice.  In John 10, verses 17 and 18 Jesus said, “For this reason the Father loves Me because I lay down My life that I may take it again.  No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative.  I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.  This commandment I received from My Father.”  Jesus was saying that no one had the authority to take his life from him.  Only he had the ability to sacrifice his life.  And that he willingly did for us.  

If you ever hear people debating this question again you can answer, “It wasn’t the Romans that put Jesus on the cross; it wasn’t the Jews.  It was love that put him there.  Love for you and me.  As Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends,” John 14: 13.  And that he did; laid down his life for us.  It was his to give and freely he gave it to us.

870. Tuesday, June 8, 2010

Isaiah 57: 15
For thus says the high and exalted One who lives forever, whose name is Holy, “I dwell on a high and holy place, and also with the contrite and lowly of spirit in order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.”

Although God lives in a high and holy place, above and beyond all that we can even imagine, he also has come to make his abode with each of us.  Why?  So that he can revive us.  No matter how weary you become; no matter how stressed and over taxed you are, the Spirit of the living God has come to live with you so that he can build you back up and restore you.  He is even ready to come to your aid when your heart is burdened or injured.  He knows your deep concerns and hurts.  He recognizes how weary you are from worry and the concerns of life.  He wants to be your ready helper.  He wants to be the one you turn to for restoration.  He can take you to that high and holy place with him and refresh you with His springs of living water.  

There is nothing or no one in this earth, above or below, that is more important to Him than you.  Rather than just sit on His holy throne in the lofty places, he wants to be with you.  All that He has done throughout history He did in order to accomplish this goal.  His primary desire is just to be with you and help you.  It is all He has every wanted.  He is your hiding place and your refreshing water.  His life is in you.
871. Wednesday, June 9, 2010

Psalm 30: 11 -12
You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart may sing to you and not be silent.  O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever.

This is a picture of a saint who was in mourning until the Lord turned his sorrow into joy.  Sackcloth is a symbol of mourning like wearing black.  But God removes that deep hurt from us and replaces it with joy.  He takes tears and creates from them a dance.  There is no hurt so deep that He cannot soothe it; no sorrow so expansive that He cannot bridge it.  He is healing and comfort to all who grieve.  The wails of the night He turns into the praise of the morning.  He causes our hearts to sing with joy.  The joy of His presence is greater than the brokenness or our experience and we find healing in Him.  Our mouths will open to sing praises to Him and thanksgiving will be our constant refrain.  Great is the Lord; great to behold and worthy of thanksgiving and praise.

872. Thursday, June 10, 2010

Psalm 119: 112
I have inclined my heart to perform Thy statutes forever, even to the end.

The New Testament equivalent of this verse is found in James 1: 22 where James, the half brother of Jesus, importunes us to “prove” ourselves “to be doers of the word, not merely hearers.”  James teaches us that it is not enough to go to church and listen to a minister tell us about the Word of God.   We need to take the word we hear and put it into action.  

The psalmist from the passage in Psalm 119 has made that transition.  He knows that his success is tied to applying the statutes of God, not only hearing them and learning them.  He has decided, has set his heart, to doing all he sees in the Word of God.  

We all need to be like the psalmist.  We need to make a quality decision that we will let the Word of God lead us.  We should let God’s word be the final authority in our lives.  Everyone wants to hear from God.  Meanwhile we have His Word lying on our coffee tables and yet ignore it.  He is speaking to you; it is His Word; His words to you.  He is trying to lead you to the calm waters and into the green pastures but many of His kids are not listening.  He wants to lead you to the paths of success, happiness and joy.  

It seems that it should be enough for us that God Almighty has made a decree.  That ought to be reason enough for us to set our hearts to obey.  But when you begin to understand why He has made the decree you ought to want to run to perform all that He has said because everything that He tells you to do, every rule that you fuss over, every bit of guidance He is giving you is for your benefit.  He is not leading you into dark alleys where something bad is laid in store for you.  He is leading you into your promised land.  Rush quickly to do all that God is telling you to do.  If you don’t think He has told you something specific for you to do, then pick up your Bible and He will show you something.   There is plenty there for us to work on.  Make up your mind that you are going to dedicate yourself to doing all that you find in the Word of God.  Decide that you are going to devote yourself to performing all of His statutes.  Then you will find favor and every blessing.
873. Friday, June 11, 2010

Acts 2: 26
Therefore my heart was glad and my tongue exulted; moreover my flesh also will abide in hope.

It is a horrible thing to live without hope.  And yet there are many people who are doing just that.  But you don’t have to be without hope any longer.  Jesus brought hope into the world.  Now you can be free of dejection, depression and sorrow.

When Jesus went to the cross, died and rose again, he accomplished more than salvation for your eternal soul.  He brought hope into a dying world.  He became hope.  He died that we might live.  He told us in John 10: 10 that he came to give us abundant life.  Jesus conquered hell and the grave that we might live in joy and victory, his victory, the victory that he won for us.  When we couldn’t overcome, he overcame for us.  When we were down trodden he arose, lifting us up with him.  

You see there is no reason for you to be overcome with the anguish of this world any longer.  Although we know that the world dishes out pain and suffering, Jesus said for us to take heart because he has overcome the world (John 16: 33).  You do not have to despair any longer.  Jesus has made a way for you to be comforted and enjoy the good fruit of his victory.
874. Monday, June 14, 2010

Romans 5: 5

And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given.

Don’t lose hope because, just like love, hope does not fail.  Even though the horizon may look troublesome, do not give in to fear and hopelessness.  Your hope is in the Lord Jesus, our Father and the Holy Spirit who they sent to us.  The love that was poured out to us is the anchor of our hope because that love can never fail.  It is pure, secure and determined.  That love brought Jesus into the world for the reconciliation and redemption of us all.  How can you give up hope when the God of the universe is the one who sent you His own love in order to secure you.  Look up.  Look upon that horizon with renewed faith and confidence.  It may look like storm clouds but it is really your victory on its way to you.  Just don’t give up before it reaches you.  Through the love of God, your hope will have its satisfaction.
875. Tuesday, June 15, 2010

Romans 15: 13
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

We never have to be without hope because God sent us the Holy Spirit through whom we always have hope.  And in hope we can be continuously filled with joy and peace.  When you let go of hope you will find that joy and peace leave as well.  But we can abide with all three at all times because wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is hope.

I know the situation looks bleak.  I know that the people involved in your crisis do not appear in the least cooperative but don’t forget God.  He is able to work out the most contrary and difficult conditions.  There is no such thing as hopelessness in God.  So, if you are feeling hopeless you just need to press into God and let Him minister hope to your heart.  No matter what we say, feel or think, there is always an element that must be figured in.  That is the power of the living God.  Regardless of the appearance of things He is able to trump all and turn a bad situation around to your good.  Don’t give up.  Hang in there until the end.  Don’t quit believing and hoping.  In the end, you will see God’s deliverance.
876. Wednesday, June 16, 2010

Exodus 24: 7
Then he (Moses) took the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!’

We know that the Israelites did not always do everything as God directed.  In addition they often complained bitterly to Moses.  And yet, they did have the best intentions at this point in time.  Is this like many of us?  We have the very best of intentions but somehow we get off track.  Then we need a reminder so that we can renew our conviction.  The quote in the above message is really strong and it would be great if we would all live up to it all of the time but sometimes we do lose our way.

What was the last thing that God told you to do?  Are you doing it or did you get side tracked along the way?  Renew yourself to doing all that God has directed.  This, of course, includes all that we see in His Word.  As you will notice, Moses read to the people the words that God had given him.  We have those words and more.  You cannot do all that God has spoken if you aren’t spending some time in the word finding out what he has said.  Re-commit yourself today just like it is January 1st again.  Every day you get the chance to start over so take advantage of it.  Commit yourself to reading His Word and doing all that you find there.  Let the Holy Spirit guide you.  Let Him show you passages you need for your life and journey and then declare that you will do all He said and be obedient.

877. Thursday, June 17, 2010

Psalm 145: 8
The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger and great in lovingkindness.

Now isn’t that what you want in a best friend?  As I read this verse I thought that is really what we all want in our closest friend and God can certainly be your best friend.  Gracious means showing favor, kindness or courtesy; being merciful and compassionate especially to one’s inferiors.  Mercy is refraining from harming or punishing offenders or persons in one’s power; kindness in excess of what may be expected or demanded by fairness; forbearance and compassion.  An additional definition says that mercy is a disposition to forgive, pity, or be kind.  That is all great! In addition God does not get angry easily or quickly.  Plus he is loving and kind.  I really don’t know what more I would ask of Him.  He sounds perfect to me.  And His love is perfect.  

He is not mad at you.  Isn’t that good news?  He loves you and wants to show you mercy and compassion.  He desires to shower grace on you.  He just wants to love on you and set you on high places out of harm’s reach.  Get in touch with your best friend today and just let him know that you are really glad He is the way that He is and that you want to be His best friend too.
878. Friday, June 18, 2010

Psalm 25: 10

All the paths of the Lord are lovingkindness and truth to those who keep His covenant and His testimonies.

God wants to constantly lead you onto paths of goodness.  He wants to give you a life of joy, peace and prosperity.  He is a good God.  But we have a part too.  First of all we have to yield to Him enough to let Him guide us.  That means that you can’t be headstrong and independent.  Secondly, we need to learn to keep His Word.  The covenant is our bargain with the Lord.  It represents our promises to God and His to us.  We are supposed to heed His commands and honor Him and He is to meet all of our needs.  That means our every need, every need you can even imagine.  We choose to participate in this love fest or we opt out.  You participate by doing those things that you see in the word.  But even that, we do not have to do on our own.  We can pray and ask the father to help us to grow and to change.  We can use His strength to forgive someone we would rather not forgive or whatever it is that we need to do.  We move through our love for the Father and then His love for us sustains us in all things.  Then all our paths will be lovingkindness and truth.
879. Monday, June 21, 2010

Proverb 2: 6 - 7
For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.  He stores up sound wisdom for the upright.

Do you need wisdom, knowledge or understanding?  Well, the Lord, our God, has stored these things for us so that they would be available in our time of need.  Now, the real question is, “How do we avail ourselves of these things?”  The answer is that you spend time in prayer.  God is going to lead you in wisdom and knowledge.  That is whey he has stored them up; so that He can give them to you.  You receive knowledge, wisdom and understanding from Him by spending time with Him.  He will give you all that you require of Him.

I am a big proponent of “praying at all times.” By that I mean that I do not want you to await the perfect opportunity for prayer but rather talk with Him all day, every day.  Talk with Him while you are pumping gas, grocery shopping and exercising.  Talk with Him all of the time. Every time you think of something you need to pray about do it right then.  But, there is also a need for quiet, private time with the Lord.

This is time when you move everything else out of your mind and focus solely on him.  You want to live your life in a state of divine revelation.  To do that you need focused time with Him.  I am not saying that you cannot receive a deep and meaningful revelation while you are on the treadmill.  You can.  But you cannot live your life on snacks.  Eventually you need to sit down and have a full meal.  That is what that alone time with God is analogous to.  Take time out of your schedule to just be with Him alone.  Seek the wisdom, knowledge and understanding that you need for your life.  And have your Bible handy because many times He gives you the word you need by pointing you to a scriptural passage.

Take time to be alone with your Dad.  Listen to Him.  Allow Him to lead you.  He will lead you into the wisdom, knowledge and understanding that you need.
880. Tuesday, June 22, 2010

Isaiah 41: 17

The afflicted and needy are seeking water, but there is none, and their tongue is parched with thirst; I, the Lord, will answer them Myself, as the God of Israel I will not forsake them.

Sometimes we forget that we have the Almighty God of heaven and earth as our provider.  Regardless of our need or affliction, He is well able to provide our solution.  Even when there is no resource obviously available He will make a way for you.  He can make a river in a desert if that is the need.  He can provide healing in your mind, body or emotions.  He can give you favor in a difficult situation where there seems no hope at all.  And where there is financial lack, He will lead you to a new source or increase your current one.

Jesus talked about how precious we are to the Father in Matthew 6.  God provides for the birds of the air splendidly.  How much more will He provide for us.  Our part is to seek Him (Matthew 6: 33) and just believe.  Sure, tell the Father what it is that you think you need but then relax and let Him meet your need in what you truly need.  Thank Him that He is your provider and then let Him do His job.  He promised it, Jesus confirmed it.  That settles it.
881. Wednesday, June 23, 2010

Isaiah 41: 9
I have chosen you and not rejected you.

Do you ever wonder who you are in Christ? Or do you love God but just don’t know how you fit in?  Do not worry.  God called you from the far reaches of the earth.  He called you when you didn’t know him.  You love God because He first loved you.  He wanted you in His family since the beginning of time.  He picked you; He chose you.  He certainly has not rejected you.  Perhaps you do not think you are who you should be.  Well, we are all growing into a better version of ourselves but that does not mean that God is rejecting who you are.  He just wants you to grow up into the you that you were always destined to be.  That does not mean that He wants to alter the basic elements of who you are.  We just all have to grow.  We all need to learn to walk in love, mercy, peace and truth.  We don’t just instinctively know how to do that.  So, sure, we are all learning and growing but God wants you to know that He, himself, has chosen you and not rejected you.  He wants you to hear this loud and clear.  He knew exactly who you were when He got you.  He called you to himself when you were yet imperfect.  So, don’t think you have to be perfect to please Him.  He is the perfection.  Just join with Him.  Integrate who you are with who He is.  You will be perfect in Him because the two of you will make an unbeatable pair.

From this day on, never again question who you are because I am going to tell you who you are.  You are God’s chosen, His elect.  He sought you and He bought you.  You have been redeemed in the perfection that He is.  You are His joy and His delight.  You are receiving this message because you are a precious member of His own family.  He has always loved you and validated you.  He just longs for more of you.
882. Thursday, June 24, 2010

1 Corinthians 3: 19 – 20
For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God.  For it is written, “He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness”; and again, “The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are useless.”
I was struck today with just how simple we are in comparison to God.  I have often wondered why He didn’t make us smarter so one day I asked Him.  Do you know what His answer was?  “You don’t need more intelligence because you were supposed to follow me with your spirit rather than your mind.”  Wow!  That set me straight.  I thought today that perhaps we intellectualize so much because we are aware of how unenlightened we really are.  We try to be smart because we are subconsciously aware that we really are not.  

And as I was praying for people today I prayed that we would all just be led by God.  Well, there is where infinite wisdom resides.  We have seen that He stores wisdom for us and that He gives it to us willingly and freely.  Let us not be wise in our own eyes because that only shouts how foolish we really are.  Let us humble ourselves before the omniscient Father of all, allowing His wisdom and knowledge to guide our steps.  Rest today in complete confidence in your ignorance because you have the all-knowing one as your ever present leader.  Paul said that when He was weak, He was strong.  In the same way that God substitutes His strength for your weakness, He provides His wisdom and knowledge when you have none of your own.  Lean on Him and He will provide you all you need.
883. Friday, June 25, 2010

Psalm 115: 15
May you be blessed of the Lord, maker of heaven and earth.

I have noticed that there is a new expression that has gained much popularity.  It seems I hear it mostly on voicemail messages not actually spoken person to person.  That expression?  “Have a blessed day.”

It is a nice sentiment but at the same time can be pretty empty.  I expect that the people who leave this on their voicemail message are very sincere about wishing you to be blessed; I hope they are anyway.  But it is good to remind ourselves from where blessings come.  

God is the source of all blessing but we are the hands of the Lord here in the earth.  So, although all good things come from above, it is through us that the Lord reaches out to others.  And while it is nice to wish others a blessed day, let us not forget that we can effectuate that ourselves.  You can be the one that insures that they have a blessed day by blessing them.  

Hasn’t Jesus taught us that it is not enough for us to just say to a hungry person, “Be fed.”  He taught us to feed them.  When we wish for someone to be fed or to be otherwise blessed aren’t we really saying that I hope someone will bless you today?  Aren’t we really expecting the person’s blessed day to come through other people?  Well, why should we wait for someone else to have the idea to bless them?  It is already in our mind and on our tongue.

Additionally, hungry and homeless people aren’t the only persons needing blessing today.  Everyone you see could use a blessing.  Also do some kind thing for someone wherein you have no benefit in the blessing.  In other words, bless someone in a way that you are not also reaping a benefit.  It is alright to have win/win situations but we need to learn to do what is in the best interest of others even if it is not in our interest.  How much of a blessing is it really if your blessing of someone else is reaping a benefit for you?  You’ve got to ask yourself how true your motive is if that is a constant occurrence.  

And lastly, become a giver.  Let being a giver become part of your personality.  Look for opportunities to bless others.  Try to figure out a way everyday to do something kind for someone.  What if we all got in the habit of blessing one person a day?  Wouldn’t that be something?  We might start some kind of revolution.  I think it could really have an impact on our communities.  So, shall we start today?  Find someone to bless.  Do something kind; give to others.  I guarantee that you will end up being the most blessed person of all.
884. Monday, June 28, 2010

Genesis 26: 1, 12
Now there was a famine in the land.  Now Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold.  And the Lord blessed him.

This passage is very timely for us since we are living through a famine of sorts ourselves.  Americans, and others around the world, are experiencing a shortage of jobs, income and other resources.  Fuel and food prices have significantly altered family budgets.  None the less, we can live in prosperity even in the midst of a famine if we know God and how to operate in His economy.

Like Isaac, you must sow if you want to reap.  And you should reap.  There is nothing wrong with reaping a harvest from sowing seed.  Some people act like they should not expect a harvest when they sow seed but that is just not what God has taught you.  Jesus taught in Matthew 13: 23 that the seed should yield thirty, sixty or a hundredfold return.  Well, it is just as easy to believe for a hundredfold return as it is thirty; especially since we see that Isaac received a hundredfold return in the time of famine.

Isaac’s economy was not tied to the world economy and neither is ours.  We, like Isaac, look to God as our resource.  We are a part of the kingdom of God and, therefore, His rules of operation apply to us.  So, if you want to reap a hundredfold during the time of famine, you are more than welcome by God to have that expectation.  But, you must sow.  You must cast your seed.  Then when you have you should fully expect a hundredfold return.  Do not worry about or align yourself with the famine.  The famine is not for you.  Your soil is richly blessed and fertile.  Fear not about the current economy just work with your Godly economic environment and reap bountifully.

885. Tuesday, June 29, 2010

John 16: 32
Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.

This conversation takes place just a short while before Jesus is betrayed into the hands of the priests.  Jesus told his followers what was to come.  He was fully aware of just how alone He was to be very shortly.  No one, not even Peter or John, would stand with Him.  Peter denied Him three times in fact.  Jesus knew that He was going to be left all alone before it happened and yet He had a revelation of never being alone.  His Father, and ours, was with Him and He was confident in that.

All that Jesus ever had He bequeathed to us.  Actually, he said that it was to our advantage that He leave so that we could have even more than was available at that time because the Holy Spirit had not yet been poured out (John 16:7).  He took everything that was bad with us and left all that was good from Him.  You, therefore, can have the same confidence of never being alone that Jesus had.  Jesus’ mission on the earth was one of reconciliation.  He reconciled us back to the Father so that we could enjoy the close, meaningful relationship with the Father that was always the Father’s intention.  You never have to be alone again and you never will be.  Do not mind your feelings, i.e. feeling alone.  The feelings are false and the fact is that the Father will never leave you nor forsake you.  Jesus bore that burden for us.  No matter how desperately alone you feel, understand that you are never alone.  Know it with the same confidence that Jesus knew.  Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are with you to the end of the age.
886. Wednesday, June 30, 2010

John 16: 33

Amplified Bible
I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have [perfect] peace and confidence.  In the world you have tribulation and trials and distress and frustration; but be of good cheer [take courage; be confident, certain, undaunted]!  For I have overcome the world, [I have deprived it of power to harm you and have conquered it for you].

We saw yesterday that verse 32 assures us that we are never alone because the Father is with us.  This passage is the next thing out of Jesus’ mouth.  You are not alone because He is with you as well and because He is with you, you can have supreme confidence and assurance that the world has no power over you.  Jesus has defeated the power of the world and taken away any and all power that it had over you.  Jesus has overcome the power of the devil and His ability to harm you.

Jesus tells us that the world has all of these trials, tribulation, etc. but that we are not to be discouraged by the problems of the world because He has already defeated them for us.  We are not of the world (John 17: 14) so we don’t have to partake of the world’s trouble.  We are of Jesus, so we partake in His perfect peace.  He says, “Be of good cheer.”  In other words, cheer up.  “Don’t worry; be happy” like the song says.  

Here is the long and short of it.  The devil comes to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10: 10).  He is going to try to spread strife, destruction, anguish and every other sort of torment.  But the thing is, we do not have to participate in all that.  Jesus defeated Satan and all of his schemes for us.  The people in the world just have to fight through all of that the best way they can.  You do not.  One truly great thing about being a Christian is that all of that junk has already been conquered for us.  I am not saying that Satan won’t try to get at you but the thing is, you don’t have to succumb to his shenanigans.  You really don’t even have to fight him because he is already a defeated foe.  You do, however, need to start understanding your victory in Jesus so that you don’t allow the devil to deceive you into thinking that you are fair game for him.  You have been purchased by the blood of Jesus and have the victory over every scheme of the devil and all of the suffering of this world.  So, the next time the devil tries to attack you or the distress of this world starts to get to you, remind yourself that you are not of this world and its problems but rather that Jesus has purchased you out of the world and given you victory over all of its problems.
887. Thursday, July 1, 2010

1 John 4: 4
You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.

This passage is saying that you have already overcome the evil forces of the devil because Jesus lives in you.  I want you to see this passage from the Amplified Bible.

Little children, you are of God [you belong to Him] and have [already] defeated and overcome them [the agents of the antichrist], because He Who lives in you is greater (mightier) than he who is in the world.
Isn’t that powerful?  You already have the victory.  You have already triumphed over the forces of this world.  Whatever the devil tries to bring against you has already been defeated in Jesus.  And that victory through the person of Jesus himself is alive inside of you.  What do you have to do?  Nothing!  It is done.  Jesus has completed His work.  He has already conquered the enemy.  You just have to let it be lived out in your life.  You just have to accept that Jesus has overcome for you.  

There are two powers in operation.  There is good (The Holy Trinity) and there is evil (Satan).  Now this scripture tells us in no uncertain terms that the one that lives in us is greater than the one that is in the world.  In other words, the power of God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit is greater than the power of the devil.  And that power is alive in you.  Moreover, Jesus has already defeated the enemy.  He has already overcome all of the power of the devil.  Because of Jesus’ victory we have already overcome the agents of the devil and all of their little plots.  See that the scripture above says that we are from God and we, therefore, have already overcome them.  You no longer have to be run over by the devil.  You do not have to succumb to his attacks.  He can only get away with that when you don’t know the truth.  But now you do.
888. Friday, July 2, 2010

2 Corinthians 2: 14
But thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ.

The most important word in this sentence for us may be the seventh word, “always”.  We don’t have a hard time believing that God causes people to triumph but we do have trouble with always.  Always includes every time and every person.  That means you.  It also includes whatever situation you are facing right now.  God has already created the victory in that situation.  Only when we first embrace this truth will we see it manifested though.  He has created the victory but you have to receive it.  You cannot have what you cannot believe.  It is just impossible.  That is why you see Christians who are not triumphant.  We have yet to accept God’s victory for ourselves.  

But think of it this way.  You know that Jesus has overcome all of the trouble of the world.  For whom did He fight the battle and claim the victory?  It was for us, right?  If not, He could have just stayed in heaven and lived forever in that paradise.  He came to this earth in order to bring the victory to you.  He was already successful but we were suffering and going down for the third time.  Now that He has triumphed over the devil, we don’t have to be beaten up by every little scheme the devil and his minions can think up.  When the devil comes at you with trouble and aggravation, remind him that you are of God and already have the victory that has overcome the world.

Monday, July 5, 2010

Holiday
No scripture

889. Tuesday, July 6, 2010

Romans 8: 2
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

The first phrase of the above sentence is just glorious good news.  You have been set free.  The Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of life, has set you free from all bondage by the power of love and life in Christ Jesus.  Hallelujah!  Whatever has bound you in the past no longer has power over you.

Taking the whole sentence together gives us another perspective.  In Jesus we were set free from the law of sin and death.  Do you see there are two paths here?   The Holy Spirit through Jesus has set us free so that we can walk in the law of the Spirit of life rather than walking in the law of sin and death.  So there is a path of life and a path of sin and death.  Formerly we were trapped on the path of sin and death.  We had no choice, no escape.  But then Jesus came and broke all the chains that bound us so that we could be free indeed.

Here is the point that we need to understand though.  When Jesus broke all those chains that held us captive, we were no longer bound to the path of sin and death.  We, however, no longer being slaves but rather free people in Christ have a choice.  While Jesus paid the price of your ransom and set you free, He did not make your choice for you.  That would only be another form of slavery.  The scripture says that whomever the Son shall set free shall be free indeed (John 8: 36).  In other words, Jesus did not trade your bondage for another form of slavery when He ransomed you.  He didn’t buy you as a slave that is bartered and traded.  He ransomed you out of the hands of the oppressor so that you can live as a truly free person with all the rights and responsibilities that inure thereto.  Therein lies the rub.  Where there is freedom and rights, there is responsibility.  

Jesus didn’t redeem you so that you can run around in the darkness, a slave to the law of sin and death. Rather He shed His blood so that you would have the right to choose.  He is not going to pick you up and put you on the path of life.  He is not going to chain you to the correct road so that you don’t go wandering off like a lost sheep and fall back into the pit.  He has purchased your complete freedom and is not going to take it away from you even if you make an absolute mess of your freedom.

You must choose.  Are you going to walk on the path that is paved with the law of liberty in Christ Jesus, the path that love bought?  Are you going to live the way of the path of life?  Or are you going to keep dancing along the path of good intentions fallen short; the path of compromised ethics?  Are you absently mindedly or even intentionally going to stay on the low path that leads ultimately to death and destruction?  Look, you don’t walk the High Way without purpose and intent.  You must make conscious decisions everyday to come up higher.  The road leading to life and liberty is one of choice and deep commitment.  Your right to walk on it was guaranteed by Jesus but you must still choose to come up to the higher life.  Little compromises along the way are going to create pot holes in your road.  Do not let inattention to the details of life damage your path.  And do not forsake your values for convenience or benefit. Choose to walk on higher ground.  It is the best and safest path.

890. Wednesday, July 7, 2010

Psalm 105: 15
Do not touch My anointed ones, and do My prophets no harm.

There are very few people who are not tempted to talk about and often criticize their pastors but don’t you do it.  These are God’s chosen.  The ones He has sent to care for you and they carry that burden daily.

The calling on their life didn’t make them perfect.  Don’t we all wish it did?  What it did was paint a big bull’s eye on them.  It says, “Devil, aim here.”  These people are far from perfect, just like everyone else, but they have been called on to stand for us and deliver God’s word.  They are going to suffer persecution and attacks because of that calling on their lives, because they are called to serve us.

We must learn to honor them, support them and most importantly, pray for them.  We should be praying for our leaders every day.  There is so much egotism and self-aggrandizement these days that we don’t want to admit that we are subject to authority.  We always want to be the leaders rather than ever humble ourselves to leadership.  But God has given us men and women to be leaders for us, to teach us and to pray for us.  Let us all learn to support these people and help them to carry the load.  Your prayers will go a long way.

891. Thursday, July 8, 2010

Psalm 17: 3
I have purposed that my mouth will not transgress.

There are two things that really get us into trouble; our thoughts and our words.  If you can get control of your mouth you will go a long way.  Often the thoughts and the mouth are connected so what you are thinking comes straight out of your mouth.  At least keep your mouth buttoned up and you will buy yourself time to work on your thoughts.  Once you let those words fly out of your mouth, though, then you are going to have trouble.  

David knew how important it was to guard his mouth.  That is why he purposed in his heart to keep his mouth from getting him into trouble.  Whatever you say is what you are going to get.  If you say you are sick, guess what, you are going to be sick.  If you pray to God about your finances and then go around talking about how broke you are, you are going to be broke and stay that way.  It is like your words are the fabric with which God was going to make you a garment of prosperity.  Before He could get the first stitch in, though, you went and took away all the good fabric.  God is left sitting there with needle in hand just waiting for you to give him something to work with again.

Now we used to know in the natural world that whatever we say is what we are going to get.  Did we just forget that?  How much more should we Christians be aware of the power of words in the spiritual realm?  Are we so blinded?  We’ve all got to work on our mouths.  It is not one of us, it is all of us.  It is the easiest thing in the world to do to start talking about how we feel and what results we see.   And we all slip in this area.  But let’s remind ourselves to clean up our language and get back to speaking the words of faith.  And for goodness sake, let’s guard our mouths.
892. Friday, July 9, 2010

1 Chronicles 28: 9
If you seek Him, He will let you find Him.

We have a lot of different ways we worship God.  There are many different religions and even in Christianity there are many different beliefs and denominations.  Be that what it may, the real crux of the whole thing is embraced in today’s passage.  Whether you are Jewish, Baptist, Pentecostal or any of a myriad of belief systems, it all comes down to this quite simple principle.  It is all about you finding Him.  That is what it has always been about to God.  All He has ever wanted is to be our God and for us to be His people.  He has chased us from one end of this globe to the other seeking to have a personal relationship with each and every one of us.  It really doesn’t matter to me what faith, religion or belief system you claim.  What matters is that you seek God with your whole heart and with honesty.  If you do, you will find Him.

Don’t go around looking for a church that believes like you do, or friends that will agree with you.  It is not about the church.  It is about God.  Seek Him, not religion.  It really doesn’t matter if you are Methodist or Lutheran to God.  That is all stuff and non-sense to Him.  These churches are for our comfort zones, not God’s.  And guess what!  There will only be one church in Heaven so you might as well get used to the idea now.

So many people have failed because they look from church to church and religion to religion seeking satisfaction and comfort.  You were never supposed to do that.  You were supposed to seek God and then He will lead you to a worship center that is right for you.  Right for you, by the way, does not always mean the one that is most comfortable for you.  He didn’t want you sitting on your laurels in the first place.  He wants to feed and nurture you.  He will, therefore, lead you to a place that will do just that, if you will listen.

And even if you believe you have found the right type of worship for yourself let me tell you that it is subject to change as you grow.  But it was never about the kind of church you go to.  It was always about your heart seeking God with all of your might.  That is what matters.  If you have a good church home, congratulations.  But don’t stop in your seeking.  Don’t get so comfortable that you stop reaching out to God.  Stir up that passion that you had when you were first saved and go after God with all your strength.  He has already promised to let you find Him.
893. Monday, July 12, 2010
 
Psalm 27: 14
 
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; yes, wait for the Lord.
 
That is some really good advice from someone who had reason to know how to work with the Lord, King David.  From the time David was a small boy even through the time of his death he faced giants of all sorts.  And with the help of the Lord, he slew them all.  David learned while he was still a young shepherd boy tending his father's flocks how to trust the Lord.  He encountered predators that preyed on his flock and he had to fight them off.  He relied on the strength of his God to defeat the bear and the lion.
 
He slew the giant Goliath who dared profane the Lord God.  As the King of God's flock, David had the same kind of problems.  By this time, though, he knew how to defeat every kind of foe.  Wait on the Lord.  Be of strong courage, let your heart take courage and stand steadfastly trusting the Lord.  It worked for David time after time; year after year.  This is the message to us.  Stand and trust the Lord.  Let him defend you and defeat your foes for you.  Be of stout heart because you know the Lord will overcome every challenge that is hurled your way.
 
Only let your heart be strong and unafraid.  You have the God of David over your right shoulder.  He can teach you just as He did David.  Don't worry; let God be your strong right hand in every situation.

894. Tuesday, July 13, 2010

Ephesians 4: 1 – 2
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love.

This message is not only for those in the pulpit.  We have all been called of God and to God.  Paul is speaking here to you and me.  The call of God on your life should call you up to higher ground.  You should honor that call on you.  How?  By treating each other in a manner worthy of the Lord.  You should walk in all humility.  Do you find that difficult?  Just remember that you were not always so pulled together.  It is the grace of God that has smoothed your rough edges.  Give others the benefit of God’s grace.

We should also be exhibiting gentleness with others.  Don’t use harsh words and harsh tones; not even to your children.  Give others the benefit of being ignorant and having an opportunity to learn.  Other people have been patient and gentle with you as you learned.  Bear other’s weaknesses with great patience and diligence.  By this you show the love of God.  Believe me, we all still have our rough edges but as we are striving to become more polished we can show others the gentleness and patience that God is demonstrating towards us.  Be humble and afford other people, including children, the time to make mistakes, grow up and mature.

895. Wednesday, July 14, 2010

Psalm 20: 1
May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble!

I have noticed two distinct ways people deal with their day of trouble.  First there are those people who immediately get prayerful.  Even if their prayer life has not been what they intend for it to be, when the pressure comes on, they find the time to dive into the Word of God and time to pray.

The other group of people behaves like turtles.  When danger appears, they immediately tuck their heads into their shells and hide.  And they do not come out of that shell until the danger has passed.  I want you to know that it is hard for the Lord to answer you in your day of trouble if you have not first called Him.

God is a compassionate God and he waits to have compassion on you.  What happens is that the devil forms some kind of attack and you go into hiding.  From there you can easily be deceived and isolated.  You don’t reach out to your Christian friends, your pastor or even God.  It is very easy then for you to be blown around from one idea to the next.  You need the Word of God to secure you.  You need good solid Bible teaching.  And you need fellowship with mature Christians.  Without these it is often the case that these people find themselves depressed and cut off.  Before long they are following some wrong doctrine.  And when they realize that they are not really listening to God and obeying him, they isolate themselves further.  They become concerned that a discerning person will be able to see that they are in disobedience.

God is an understanding God.  He will show you love and affection even when you are off track or defeated.  Also, He has appointed people in the body of Christ to support you and pray for you.  He has appointed teachers who can point you in the right direction.  Don’t let yourself become so overwhelmed that you start closing off the avenues through which God can minister to you.  Do not become a turtle.  You are going to get nowhere as a turtle.  Let God help you.  Let Him answer you.  Pray to Him asking for His help and then let Him help you.  And don’t be afraid if He uses another person to help you.  Fear is meant to stop you.  Don’t let it.
896. Thursday, July 15, 2010

Philippians 2: 7
[He] emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.

Jesus was and is and always will be.  He was with God at the creation of the world.  He sat in the high places with God and He was God.  And yet, he emptied Himself of His deity and came to earth in the form of a bond-servant.  Why? 

No one less than the very Son of God was good enough for God to send into the earth for the redemption of each and every one of us.  And what is amazing is that Jesus willing gave up everything to come to this world as the sacrificial lamb.  He gave up sitting on His throne in paradise to come into this broken world to fix all that was broken.

Sometimes we forget that when Jesus came here He gave up being a God to become a man.  Sometimes we think that it was easy for Him to perform the miracles that He did because, “After all, He is God.”  Yes, He is but he emptied Himself of all of that so that He could be the perfect sacrifice.  He had to be a regular person in order to redeem people.  He took on our form so that He could stand in our place before God.  Now His perfection and His blood speak for us because He is standing before the throne in our place.  When we, therefore, go to our God, we have the testimony of Jesus Christ as our garment, our robe.  Never underestimate how important you are to God or how glorious Jesus’ sacrifice was.  You are God’s precious child.  He was willing to sacrifice everything for you. 
897. Friday, July 16, 2010

Philippians 2: 8
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

Jesus took on the form of humanity so that He could lead us into true harmony with our Father God.  He did not present Himself as a King or an honored person of any kind.  He came as a servant to all.

I am moved by this image of Jesus as so humble and obedient that not even death, not even a horrible death, could sway Him from His committed passion for us and the Father.  This is the image of a man who was not here to serve His own selfish interests but rather to pay the price of reconciliation so that the Father and His children could become one again.

If we are truly to imitate Christ then our imitation must be foremost in humility and obedience.  This idea is critically important for us to grasp.  Our task isn’t about feeding the hungry or clothing the homeless.  It is not about working at church or building a home for the needy.  Those are the manifestations of our having gotten ourselves so right with God that we have absolutely learned to humble our needs and desires to the direction of God.  Humility is all about getting us off of our minds.  It is the call to put other people before your wants and even your needs.  It is not about you!  It is about Jesus.  He has called us to himself that we might be His hands in this earth.  But even more importantly, we are to be His heart in the earth.

We must learn radical obedience and honest humility.  Let us give ourselves over to the Father completely.  See what He can do with you.  Let go of yourself and your own control.  Let go of all that you are telling Him that you want and just ask Him what He wants.  Ask Him to allow you a chance to be obedient.  Give Him yourself, your dreams and desires.  Then let Him fill you with all that He would do with you.  Humble yourself to His great desire and gratefully obey.
898. Monday, July 19, 2010

Philippians 2: 9 -10
Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth
Verse eight of Philippians 2 tells us that Jesus humbled himself by becoming obedient even to the point of death.  Therefore, God highly exalted Him.  Jesus has been given the name which is above all names and the name to which every knee will bow.

Now as soon as some people read that they chaff against those words.  They may not admit it aloud but they do not like the idea of bowing their knee to anyone.  It is even hard to admit to oneself that the idea causes an internal turmoil.  We really must allow ourselves to release our ego to our Father.  It was this very thing that caused Jesus to be so highly exalted.  He was able to humble himself to the point that His will no longer mattered.  Obedience to the Father is all that really mattered.  That is not to say that it is easy.  It wasn’t even easy for Jesus but we are able.  Jesus fought the temptation to serve His own interest.  We can and should do the same.  Why?  Because God would like also to exalt you.  

And truly there is no joy greater than obeying the Father.  I do not say that it is always easy.  But I do say that there is great gratification in it.  We often think that God is trying to get something from us but it is just the opposite.  He is trying to get something to us.  If we will really learn humility; if we meditate on what it truly means to be humble and others centered, then we will find great revelation in the Father and in what He can do with us.  And nothing is more fun than working with the Father.  This week give time to the ideas of humility and obedience.  Let yourself ponder what it means to be humble and ask the Father how you can be more obedient.  I can promise you will have a very good week if you do.
899. Tuesday, July 20, 2010

1 John 4: 8
The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

Love and God are interchangeable.  They are one and the same.  You cannot know God if you do not know love.  If there is not love inside of you, then God is not inside of you either.  If you are not walking in love, then you are not walking with God.  It is just that simple.  The very essence of God is love.  It is not a personality trait, not something He has a lot of.  It is what and who He is.  Verse 16 reads, “the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.”

Here is a revelation for you straight from God.  Love is the principle thing.  It is what God has been telling us and teaching us about for five thousand years.  Jesus left us this one commandment, to love one another even as he loved us (John 13: 34).  He only needed to leave us one commandment because the one covers all.  You will not hurt others if love guides you.  And you will be good to others if you allow love to guide you.  Everything that the apostles, Jesus, God and the Holy Spirit have tried to teach us is contained in one word.  It is so simple that it has eluded us.  Love!

Hey, Christianity is not difficult to understand.  It is not complex.  It is really quite simple.  If you want to be the greatest Christian ever, then be the biggest lover ever.  Learn to get outside yourself and be kind, generous and considerate.  Get yourself off of your mind and ask what you can do for someone else.  You are God’s hands in this earth.  Allow Him to bless someone through you today.  Get completely wrapped up in love and stop being judgmental and critical.  Stop finding fault in others and just give yourself over to loving them and blessing them.  You will be walking so deeply with God that your every breath will be a greater infilling of Him.  That is a pretty good place to be.

900. Wednesday, July 21, 2010

1 John 4: 17
By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.

This is an amazing passage of scripture.  It is saying that we are as Jesus.  Remember that this whole section is speaking about love.  We discovered that love abides in us because God abides in us and God is love.  That love is then perfected in us and through that love we are just the same as Jesus.  

Jesus didn’t walk and talk and act in his own capacity.  He was a witness of the love of God.  He lived in that love and with that love and He was in complete unity with the love of God.  He walked in love on this earth because He walked in God.  And God was with Him through and by that love.  It was this love, God’s enduring compassion that gave Jesus the power to heal the sick and raise the dead.  Love called Him and compelled Him.

That same love abides with us and in us.  That same love can work miracles through us just the same as it did through Jesus if we will allow it to mature in us.  It is that very same love because it is the same God that works in each one of us.  Therefore we can walk just exactly as Jesus did because the same love is at work in us as was in Him.  We have the same witness and that is that God first loved us.  And now His love is at work in us.  We didn’t do anything to earn this love, it is just that God chose us.

Now here is your part.  Each person must allow that love to mature within them.  Each person must allow love to have its perfect expression through them.  It’s not that we really have to do much but we do need to allow love to have its perfect work in us.  We have to let go.  We must give the Lord permission to work in us and through us.  We have to release our selfish aims and ego based desires.  Those are rooted in fear.  Release the fear of not having what you want or what you think you need and allow God to raise you to your high, appointed place by His grace and His love. 
901. Thursday, July 22, 2010

John 1: 1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

This passage contains a revelation that we would do well to comprehend.  We will have a much better understanding of the Kingdom of God if we do.  You would really be well served to read the entire first chapter of John.  It says that Jesus existed before the world was made and it was through Him that God made everything.  Importantly, this chapter teaches us that Jesus is the Word.  So God made everything we see through the Word.

The Word is God.  When you understand that you see that if you don’t obey the Word you are not obeying God.  Then one might ask, “How can you obey the Word if you don’t know the Word?”  I believe that our society, our American brand of Christianity, has not given the Word of God its proper place of respect.  Sometimes we don’t like what it says so we invent excuses to put it away from us.  The truth is, though, once you understand the Word, you will find you don’t disagree with it so much.  It is very often misunderstanding that has misled you.  As you spend time with the Word, and hence with God, you will see the love of arising.  

It is this prevalent fear that God is trying to take something away from people that drives them away from God and away from the Bible.  When you once and for all understand that God is love, you will embrace God and all that He has to say.  God is not judgment, anger or correction.  He is love.  He is trying to communicate His love to you.  Fear is not from God so when you feel fear, you are not being influenced by God.  If God is love and the Word is God, then doesn’t it stand to reason that the Word is love?  Jesus came into the earth as a human being to heal and save a broken and dying world.  Love sent Him here.  Love required it.  Now as you dig into the Word of God you are digging into Him and to all deliverance.  Let the Word of God heal you and set your feet on a high place.  Dust off that book, not for God but for you.
902. Friday, July 23, 2010

Revelation 12: 9
… Satan who deceives the whole world.

The facts are not always as they appear.  Situations are not always as they appear.  There is a deceiver present and he is a master at his craft.  He has been well able to fool Christians in all sorts of ways.  That is one of the reasons that the Bible is so important to us.  It is an anchor for our lives because it is truth and there is no deception in it.

One problem that the body of Christ has suffered is that the devil has fooled us about all sorts of doctrine.  We have been led astray by many winds of doctrine, some of which are so unimportant that they have been forgotten.  None the less they are deceptions that led people away from the truth.  So they fulfilled their function for the devil’s schemes.  Others of his deceptions are clearly visible today.  Two of the most damaging deceptions are that 1) there really is no devil; and 2) that the Bible is not the true Word of God.  These two deceptions of Satan are leading people into all sorts of destruction daily.  They have effectively limited the power of Christians so that most Christians have no more victory in their lives than those without God.  This is a horrible shame.  

Your actual Father is the Master of the Universe, the creator, the almighty and yet many of us are just about as powerful as a 3 volt battery.  Christians get run over by the devil and they never even know what hit them.  They certainly can’t fight back because they are deceived and powerless.  This ought not be.  I implore you to help me turn this around.

First, let us all get our heads out of the sand.  Look around.  The world is falling into chaos all around us.  Evil runs amok in our towns and cities.  It is hard to deny the power of the devil and the impact he is having in our society yet many of us do.  Let’s stop letting the devil get away with murder.  We must first identify that it is he who is our enemy and then, secondly, we must give the Word of God an honored place in our lives.  Not so that we can worship the book but rather so that we will cherish its contents and allow it to work in our lives.  We must have God’s help to overcome the schemes of the devil and the Word is the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6: 17).

You are no longer deceived because you have heard the truth.  Now we must all band together to fight the devastation caused by the devil and his horde.  We must give the full measure of respect to the Word of God and a fully accept and appreciate that it is the weapon of our warfare.
903. Monday, July 26, 2010

Isaiah 49: 10
They will not hunger or thirst, neither will the scorching heat or sun strike them down; for He who has compassion on them will lead them and will guide them to springs of water.

There is another verse that says that God waits to have compassion on you (Isaiah 30: 18).  He is just awaiting the opportunity to show His great grace to you.  What prevents Him?  We do.  Isn’t that something?  We don’t mean to, of course.  But we often times don’t let him in.  We don’t always give Him permission to work and move in our lives.

His desire is to show you great compassion.  His compassion leads Him to show you His grace and His mercy.  Of course His grace covers every aspect of human existence.  He longs to have compassion on you.  But you have got to invite Him into those aspects of your life where you need grace and mercy.  His Spirit is like living waters refreshing all the parched regions of your life.  When you thirst, He is refreshing waters.  If you hunger, He will fill you.  You no longer have to suffer lack.

Here is what I want you to appreciate.  His desire to show you His compassion is great.  He wants to lead you to the springs of water.  There is so much He wants to do for you.  He is just awaiting your invitation.  Open the doors that have been barred before Him.  Throw yourself wide open and invite Him in.  Ask Him to inhabit all of the rooms of your life.  And lastly, give Him permission to pour Himself into you.  He is waiting and longs to show you His great compassion.
904. Tuesday, July 27, 2010

Luke 6: 35
But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great; and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.

Jesus says a lot in this short passage.  It is a summation of the previous several paragraphs.  He is giving us a model for living.  This is the way He and His Father interact with others.  Jesus tells us that God is kind to ungrateful and evil men as a way of showing us that we, being made in the image of God, should behave in like manner.

Anyone can be kind to those who are kind to them but the life of Jesus calls us to a higher plane of existence.  Jesus wants us to be like Him.  To do so, we must expect more of ourselves than the simple life that anyone can accomplish.  We should aspire to the high life, and that is the life and likeness of Jesus.

We need to love even when it is uncomfortable.  We must learn to not only forgive those who transgress against us but also to pray for them; and moreover to pray from a generous and kind heart.  We should learn to give generously, especially when there is no hope of a return.  It is not a gift if you are expecting something in return.  It is an investment.  God, on the other hand, gives even to those who hate Him.  He would have given His son even if there was only one person on earth and that person hated Him with the full strength of his being.  Our God is a loving God and we are seeking to be just like Him.  Therefore, we must give from our heart love, goodness and every good thing, expecting nothing in return but just to please the Father.
905. Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Luke 6: 12
And it was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to God.

If it was good enough for Jesus, then it is good enough for me.  That is a slogan we could all well adopt and frankly it is the way most of us approach situations now even if we don’t articulate it that way.  Specifically I am talking about two things that I glean from this passage.  

First of all, note that Jesus went off by himself at times.  He isolated himself from all distractions so that he could spend quality time with Dad.  When all of the weight of the world is pressing on you, and you have about a hundred things on your “to do” list running through your mind, it is very difficult to have quality time with the Lord.  Sometimes you simply need to get away to a quiet spot where there are fewer distractions.  You need to turn off your telephones and televisions and let some peace into your space.  You cannot hear God speak to you when you have constant noise in your mind and your environment.

Secondly, Jesus found it necessary to pray all night long.  Isn’t that something?  You would think that the Son of God wouldn’t have to work so hard.  So many people think that Jesus got his power and his holiness by birth but they would be wrong.  He got his humanity from his birth.  His holiness he got from committing his time and effort to communing with the Almighty.  He treated our Father with honor by dedicating time with Him.  He needed that closeness.  But then we all do.  If we truly want to walk as Jesus walked; if we really want a high calling on our lives and deeply desire to do the work that the Lord has called us to, then we are going to have to get committed to spending time with our God and Father.  We need the Word of God sown into our lives and we need prayer time.  Every once in a while it won’t hurt to take a whole day, or all night as Jesus did, to pray to the Father.  Only when we finally dedicate ourselves to a devoted walk with the Father are we going to finally see His glory manifest in our lives.  
906. Thursday, July 29, 2010

Luke 6: 7
And the scribes and the Pharisees were watching Him closely, to see if He healed on the Sabbath.

On one particular Sabbath Jesus was teaching in the temple.  Present was a man with a withered hand.  The amazing thing about this scripture to me is that the Pharisees and scribes were not watching to see if Jesus could heal the man with the withered hand.  They were watching to see if Jesus would.  They were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus.

Interestingly, this is at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  He had not even chosen the twelve apostles at this time.  None the less, people were certain of His ability to heal.  The fact that no one questioned His ability and willingness to heal is an absolute wonder to me.  Verse 19 really speaks to this:

And all the multitude were trying to touch Him, for power was coming from Him and healing them all.

They expected Jesus to heal them.  People flocked to Him in order to be healed and delivered.  Here’s my question.  Isn’t this the same Jesus that is our Lord and Savior?  Isn’t He still alive today?  Even Jesus’ enemies expected Him to heal the sick.  Their only question was whether or not He would heal on the Sabbath.  Well, we certainly don’t have a problem with Jesus healing on the Sabbath if He is going to heal at all, but do we expect Him to heal us?  And what would happen if we really did start expecting Him to touch our lives with His power?  What if we showed up to church expecting God to touch us?  Has the power that was coming from Jesus expired?  No, it is the same Holy Spirit.  I think it is just that our believing has waned.  Stir yourself up.  Stir up your faith in the Jesus that does good works.  Let us all invite his power back into our lives and our services.  Let’s believe in Him again like the people of old and let us receive His goodness and pass it on to others.
907. Friday, July 30, 2010

Luke 6: 46
And why do you call Me “Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?

Jesus is the most kind, most compassionate person any of us know, yet He is not afraid to tell it like it is.  And this is pretty plain language.  Jesus is not impressed with lip service.  A person can bow and kowtow all he wants.  He can say Jesus is his Lord until the cows come home but none of that matters to Jesus.  The proof is in the pudding as they say.  What are you doing?

In John 14: 21 Jesus said, “He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me.”  In other words, show your fealty by obeying His commands.  Do what He has said.  Did He say love one another even as He has loved us?  (John 13: 34).  Hasn’t He said, give generously and judge not (Luke 6)?  Then that should guide our actions.  Jesus is the Word (John 1).  Are we doing what the Word says?
Now just in case Jesus had not made himself plain enough in Luke 6, listen to His words in Matthew 7: 21:

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.”
Jesus wants us to honor Him by doing what He says for us to do.  He doesn’t want us just to tell Him how much we love Him but rather He wants us to show it by doing what He says and by loving others.  Being a deacon at the church doesn’t buy you into heaven.  Following the Words of Jesus is what matters.  Do you want to please Jesus?  Do you want to be one of the people of whom Jesus says, “He/she loves me?”  Then follow His commands.  
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908. Monday, August 23, 2010

Proverb 2: 6 -7
For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.  He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity.

I asked the Lord for a bit of good news to send today and He showed me this.  I know this will be a word of great comfort to many who receive it today.  God is right there in your situation with you and He has wisdom, knowledge and understanding for you.  Isn’t that great?  What an encouragement.  God does not intend for you to plod through this earth and through your life uniformed.  He does not expect you to blunder about until you stumble over the answers you need.  His idea is that He give you the wisdom, knowledge and understanding that you need.  He has it stored up for you; for just this day.

Now, how are you to receive this wisdom from God?  Well, you are probably not going to get your Word of wisdom from the TV.  One thing you can do is what I did today.  I asked God for what I wanted and then I opened my Bible and there it was.  Now that is the number one way God is going to communicate with you.  If you never open that book you are going to have a hard time.  God also speaks to us in our own internal ear.  You have a thought; you hear a thought go through your head and realize that it was not your thought.  That was God talking with you.  That is how He does it.  You have got to shut down the noise in your environment and your mind, though, to allow that communication.  God will also speak to you through other people.  Maybe the “Word of the Day” reaches you and it was just what you needed to hear.  Perhaps your preacher teaches like he or she has been reading your mail.  God uses people, especially those dedicated to Him, to give you exactly what you need.

First realize that God has stored up wisdom for you.  Know that it is His intent that you draw from His storehouse.  Then talk with Him.   Tell Him what you need and want.  You are why He built and filled the storehouse in the first place.  Lastly, listen.  Listen to your pastors, teachers and preachers.  Listen to what God may be saying to your own ear.  And open your Bible.  Be attentive to listening because God is going to supply your need.
909. Tuesday, August 24, 2010

Nehemiah 10: 39

Thus we will not neglect the house of our God.

To understand where this statement comes to play you really need to read at least from verse 28.  The context of this passage is that a group of people, Israelites signed a document by which they made certain obligations of themselves.  It caught my eye because verse 28 said that it was people who “had knowledge and understanding.”  Since we saw the verse yesterday on knowledge, wisdom and understanding I was very interested in seeing from God where revealed knowledge takes us.

These people made a solemn vow to themselves, each other and their God to give.  The whole passage is about their giving.  It is a wondrous passage.  It speaks of giving the first fruits of all trees, crops and herds and the first born sons.  It tells how they will honor the sacred festivals with their giving.  We are told that their giving will atone for Israel and provide for the priests and others who work in the house of God.

These people took on a sober obligation to support the house of God and its workmen.  The tithe was only part of their offering.  They made a system of giving for themselves.  Two thoughts occurred to me as I read this.  One is, “No wonder the Jewish people always seem to have money and be the leaders in banking.”  The other thought is that knowledge and understanding led them to give to the house of God.  It makes me think that if we could get a revelation of what they understood, we would be givers too.  You need to understand that these contributions to the temple were what fed the priests, the Levites and all the temple workers.  This was their tribute to the Lord but it was also the upkeep of the ministers.  The priests were to minister the Word to the people and go to the altar in prayer for the people.  The people, in return, ministered to the physical needs of the ministers.

You know, this has not changed.  Ministers are still supposed to spend their time on spiritual matters for the benefit of the people and the people are supposed to take care of the ministers.  I don’t really think we are proficient in this yet.  Many of us take for granted the work of our pastors and teachers and then the next thing you know the pastors and teachers become diluted in their sowing of time to the ministry of the Word.  If we will avail ourselves of the wisdom of God, he will show us how to live and how to give.  We can see in our support of the ministry of the Word our own maturity in spiritual things.  As long as we are like children, always taking and seldom giving, then we are only going to be able to partake in a child’s part.  When we mature and take on the responsibility of the maintenance of the servants of God’s Word, then we will all be able to grow into a mature body.  The attainment of knowledge, wisdom and understanding should change your life.  This passage of scripture shows one of the ways that your life should be dramatically altered.

Further study:  Nehemiah 10: 28-39
910. Wednesday, August 25, 2010

Genesis 12: 3
And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you, I will curse.

Here is the wisdom and understanding from God.  As you sow so also are you going to reap.  God told Abraham that he would bless all who were a blessing to Abraham.  In the same way you can hear God saying this to His children today.  God will take it unto himself to bless the people that bless His kids.  This couldn’t be more obvious than when it is applied to our ministers.  God has made it His business to bless those who care for the needs of His called servants.

This then is the revelation that the children of Israel had when they committed themselves to caring for the supply of the temple.  In their gratitude and admiration for God they undertook to supply His house knowing full well that then God would meet all of their needs.  You see, their first thought was no longer on themselves and meeting their own needs.  They transcended that.  They saw how the kingdom of God works.  Therefore they devoted themselves to constantly sowing into the temple.  God had already bound Himself with His words.  He was obligated to prosper them.  And here is the really good news.  God is still bound by His own words.  He cannot do anything contrary to His words.  “Has He said, and will He not do it?  Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good,?” Numbers 23: 19.  That is to say that what He promised to the Israelites is what He also promised you because He cannot change His words.  He said He would bless those who bless His inheritance which is you and I.  So, therefore, when you bless God’s kids, He is obligated (and delighted) to bless you.  So learn to be a blessing so that He can pour out His desire upon you.

And just a word on the last part of the scripture.  Mind what you say about God’s elect.  A curse is not only people sitting in a circle putting a curse on someone else.  It is also more than profane language.  When you talk bad about the child and/or servant of God, you are treading on very Holy ground to God and that seed will bear a crop just like your good seed does.  Do not let your words bind you to misfortune.  Be a blessing and allow God to bless you.
911. Thursday, August 26, 2010

Psalm 105: 14 -15
He permitted no man to oppress them, and He reproved kings for their sakes: “Do not touch My anointed ones, and do My prophets no harm.”

God looks after His own.  He is always watching.  Many people these days think that God is far off; that He is no longer present in our environment.  They are so wrong.  God is right here with us and He is watching over us.  He will not allow your adversaries to harm you.  Even though it may appear for a time that they are triumphing over you, don’t you believe it.  God is not asleep.  There is not a seed that has been planted that is not going to bear fruit after its own kind.  Those people are going to reap the fruit of their actions.  And God is not going to leave His beloved alone and stranded.

What about when the persecution comes from professing Christians?  What about when it is “the church” or church people that slander and maltreat you?  The Bible says that God is no respecter of persons.  That means that God treats all people equally.  He will defend you against Christians every bit as much as against unbelievers.  Christians’ bad acts are going to reap rotten fruit just like the unsaved person’s bad acts.  One does not get a pass just because they once confessed Jesus as Lord or because they have their own pew in the local church.  A malicious gossip is a malicious gossip regardless of their theology.  

If you are the one who has been speaking bad against another let me encourage you to clean up that behavior right now.  God cannot bless you when you are sowing discord.  Even if for a time it appears that you are doing ok, let me assure you that it is only temporary.  As a man sows, so is he going to reap.  It is just a fact.

So take heart.  God is looking after you.  He longs to show you His compassion.  And if He was willing to reprove kings on His kids’ behalf, He will certainly take care of that bully at work, or the negative brother-in-law.  Keep your confession strong and accurate.  Keep your mouth from transgressing and allow the power of God to work in your life.

912. Friday, August 27, 2010

Isaiah 43: 2
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they will not overflow you.  When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched.

There are two messages (at least) in this passage.  First, when you are going through rough times, make sure you go through.  Don’t pitch a tent and stay there.  I have seen people who become so enamored with having problems that they camp out in them.  They never seem to move out of the valley of the shadow of death.  Instead they apply for a permanent address.  Don’t fall in love with your problems or with the attention you receive from having trouble.  Go through.  Keep moving.

Secondly, God will be with you so that the troubles do not over come you.  We are overcomers in Christ Jesus so we are not meant to live under the torment of problems.  Jesus will bring you right on through so that not even the stench of the fire will be on your clothing.  Put your eyes on Him instead of on the trouble.  Don’t let the problem dictate your life when Jesus is your Lord.  Stay focused on His victory rather than your problem.  Why raise the problem over the glory of the Lord?  Why put it on the highest pinnacle?    Make those problems bow their knee to Jesus and claim Jesus’ victory as superior to any and all problems.

Life will deal out problems every now and again but you are not meant to be the slave of them.  You were not destined to serve the problem nor grovel under its power.  Those problems are to get under your feet.  You are in Jesus and He has already overcome the world and all of its torment.  Be, therefore, no longer a victim but rather a victor in Jesus.
913. Monday, August 30, 2010

Psalm 46: 1 – 3
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth should change, and though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains quake at its swelling pride.

Above the psalmist paints a picture of great natural disasters.  I see volcanoes erupting with violent earth quakes.  The earth itself is afire while the sea is whipped into a tempest.  And yet through it all we shall not fear for the Lord God is our refuge and our very present help in every time of need.

The Bible is consistent in telling us to “fear not.”  Yet there are many times that we do allow fear to persuade our actions.  It is not because of disobedience that we fall into fear.  It is because we do not have a complete revelation of the power of our God.  We are not as connected to his strength as the psalmist was.  We have not yet developed our awareness of God as our refuge to the point that we can have unshakeable confidence in His ability to take care of us.

Some have though.  During recent calamities there arose stories of the people who were saved because they hid in God.  The great and devastating tsunami took many lives but there were those who surfaced to tell us how God protected them.  These same kinds of experiences were recounted from survivors of the trade tower attacks and the subway bombings in England.  Wherever the forces of evil arise to threaten the children of God, there will be the stories of victory from those who ran into the refuge of their Lord.  Let us, therefore, give more attention to the saving strength of our God than to the fear campaign of the wicked.  Our God is supreme.  His power and love are everlasting.  Let us praise and thank Him for all that He is.  Let us hide ourselves in Him.
914. Tuesday, August 31, 2010

Genesis 26: 28 – 29
And they said, “We see plainly that the Lord has been with you; so we said, ‘Let there now be an oath between us, even between you and us, and let us make a covenant with you, that you will do us no harm, just as we have not touched you and have done to you nothing but good, and have sent you away in peace.  You are now the blessed of the Lord.’”

Wouldn’t you just love to have people to say about you, “We see plainly that the Lord has been with you” and “You are now the blessed of the Lord?”  The story here is that Isaac had settled in the land of Gerar and he prospered there even in the time of famine.  The people of that land were, therefore, leery of him so they forced him to move to other lands.  As he moved he opened up wells that his father, Abraham, had dug when he lived there but that the Philistines had filled when Abraham died.  Each time Isaac dug a well, though, the people of Gerar would contend with him over the water and he would end up moving on.  Finally, though, Abimelech, the king of Gerar, sought out Isaac to make a covenant with him because he saw the hand of God on Isaac.  And while he was willing to bully Isaac, he wanted no part of God’s fury.

Would that the world would say those types of things to us today.  Would that the hand of God on our lives was so evident that people would decide it is in their best interest to be in our good graces rather than opposed to us.  If we will develop our relationship with the Lord to the degree that Abraham and Isaac did, then evangelism will not be a thing we have to give any thought or energy to.  People will flock to the God of Abraham, Isaac and you.  That, I believe, is supposed to be our living legacy, that we live a life of testimony.  When people see the blessing of Abraham flowing in your life, they will want to know your God too.  God should be receiving glory for supernatural miracles happening in our lives everyday.  We need to seek Him and dedicate ourselves to Him so that He may open the storehouses of heaven and pour out on His kids a blessing so great that it will be unrestrained.  When that happens, we will be able to take care of many needs in this nation and others.  Our God will receive His due glory and the needs of His children will be met.  We will get to be the instruments, also, for introducing other people to the loving Father of the blessing.  Keep seeking Him with all your heart and with your time so that very soon people will be saying of you, “It is plain to see that you are blessed of the Lord.”
915. Wednesday, September 1, 2010

Isaiah 59: 1 – 2
Behold the Lord’s hand is not so short that it cannot save; neither is His ear so dull that it cannot hear.  But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.

Hallelujah!  What may sound like rough news to some is shouting ground for us because the blood of Jesus washed away our sins, the only thing that separated us from God.  Yahoo!  Because of Jesus, our Father hears our every word.  His hand is right on our shoulder leading us and protecting us.  His arm is well able to save and His ear able to hear.  The only thing that blocked Him from us was the veil of sin.  Praise God Jesus tore that veil asunder and because he did, we now stand in the very presence of God  

When you know who you are in Christ Jesus, when you get a revelation of the victory He won for us, what was previously bad news becomes glory ground.  If you are not 100% sure of your standing, then say this:

“Jesus, I thank you for your righteous blood which has washed away all of my sin and iniquity.  Lord, I receive your great sacrifice and I accept your cleansing power.  I lay my whole life; former, present and future, at your feet, at the feet of the cross.  Lord, receive my life as a love offering.  Come fill my life, spirit, soul and body with your presence and with your love and be my Lord all the days of my life.  Amen.”

Now you are as clean as Jesus’ robes.  In fact God sees His righteousness when He looks at you.  You have the saving grace of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit on you and in you.  His voice is in your ear and your voice is a melody in His ear.  Bless the Lord and be blessed. 
916. Thursday, September 2, 2010

John 13: 34
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

2 John 1: 6
And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments.  This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.

Jesus gave us one commandment, that we love one another.  He didn’t give us a whole book of rules and regulations, just one commandment.  He kept it very simple for us.  It is not a request either.  A command is as strong as a direction gets.  Jesus is not looking for excuses or reasons for non-compliance.  He is expecting obedience.

The apostle John, I think, made this really clear and really simple in his letter.  He essentially points to the commandment of Jesus and then he shows us that the path of love is to do as Jesus says.  You see, John says that love is known and exemplified in our keeping the commandments of Jesus.  If we are to walk in love it will mean that we do as Jesus commands.  And the thing that Jesus commanded is that we walk in love with one another.  So, you see, to love is to obey and to obey is to love.  Ok, can it really get simpler than that?  Jesus said to love one another and John said that love is in obeying Jesus.  So love is loving one another as Jesus loved us.  This defines love and shows the breadth of it as well.  What then does it mean to love Christ?  It means to love other people even to the exclusion of yourself, even if it costs you something.  By this we will be shown to be the disciples of Christ.
917. Friday, September 3, 2010

re-used 8/5/15
Mark 6: 31
And He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a lonely place and rest a while.” (For there were many people coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat.)  And they went away in the boat to a lonely place by themselves.
Jesus and his disciples were absolutely flooded with work; so much so, in fact, that they did not even have time to eat.  Have you ever been that busy?  If so, look at the teaching Jesus gave the disciples.  Take time out.  Do not keep up this pace.  Jesus took them away from their work to a quiet, lonely place so that they could have rest.  The work they were doing was important.  It was the work of the Lord.  They were ministering to the needs of the people and people were getting saved.  Yet even though they were doing Jesus’ own work, working in his own ministry he took them away from it.  It was important to Jesus that he teach them balance.  This lesson was so important to Jesus that he took his disciples away from the needy and hungry children of Israel.  Can you really grasp how significant that was?  Jesus’ ministry was only to last three years and yet he took his disciples away from work.

And why did this story find its way into the Bible?  Of course it is so that we will not make the same mistake that the disciples were making.  Jesus wants us to learn to balance our lives.  He takes no joy in a work-a-holic.  Our society applauds busyness and over work but in Jesus’ book those are the signs of someone who is out of balance and headed for a crash.  Jesus said his yoke is easy and his burden light (Matthew 11: 30) so if we are struggling under a heavy burden then we know we have stepped out of Jesus’ yoke and picked up a burden of our own.  Jesus would “often slip away to the wilderness and pray” Luke 5: 16.  He taught his disciples to slip away so that they could rest and pray.  If he did that and he taught his disciples to do the same, then why do you think that he wants something different for you?  Luke says that Jesus would “often” slip away.  That means that he didn’t just wait for his annual vacation.  He lived a life of balance and he wants us to do the same.  I once heard Kenneth E. Hagin preach a wonderful message about living a fasted life.  Some people live life full steam in one direction and then full steam in another direction.  Hagin was teaching balance.  Work when it is time to work but rest when it is time to rest.  Take time to pray and take time to live.  Don’t overload in any direction but rather keep yourself in peace and balance.  If Jesus was not only willing but dedicated to leaving his work in order to get rest and prayer time, then don’t you think it is wise for us to do the same thing?  I know this can be a difficult lesson to learn but listen to the Spirit of God.  He is trying to tell you something.  It is in your best interest and for God’s glory.
918. Monday, September 6, 2010

Ephesians 1: 20-22
He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to come.  And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church.

Ephesians 2: 6
. . . and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus.

I want you to see your position and specifically your position relative to Satan.  God has elevated Jesus above all things including the rule, authority, power and dominion of the devil.  He has put all things beneath Jesus’ feet.  That includes the devil and all his imps.  Then in order to make His joy complete, God raised us up to sit in the heavenly places with Jesus.  You are right now seated at the right hand of the Father with Christ Jesus.  Just because your body is sitting in your office or at home doesn’t make this any less true.  Spiritually you are in Jesus and Jesus in you.  You have been elevated with Jesus.  His victory is your victory.  And when the Father put the devil under Jesus’ feet, guess what happened.  He put him in subjection under your feet too.

Look, we do not have to be run around and beaten up by the devil.   When we begin to understand who we are and what rights we have in Christ then we will with confidence tell the devil exactly where he can go and what he can do.  Jesus said that we no longer have to be subject to the yoke of slavery.  We are free and that includes being free from the persecution of the devil.  

When he starts at you, you let him know that he has no right over you and to get back under your feet where he belongs.
919. Tuesday, September 7, 2010

Philippians 4: 18

But I have received everything in full, and have an abundance; I am amply supplied.

Philippians 4: 19 is a very well known scripture but I am amazed that no one seems to know verse 18.  They both talk about God’s supply but from two different postures.  First  let’s look at verse 19:  And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.  Paul, in writing to the church at Philippi, taught that the God of Paul would meet the needs of the Philippians because of the gifts they had sown into Paul’s life and ministry.  He is saying to them, “Because you have met my needs, my God will meet your needs.”  This is a very basic principle of how God’s kingdom operates.  When you give into a ministry, God is obligated to you.  God called Paul into ministry and then the people Paul ministered to took care of meeting his needs.  That obligated God to take care of their needs.  That is why Paul said, “MY God shall . . . .”  His God had promised to bless everyone who blessed him (Genesis 12: 3).  

That is the first level of God meeting your needs and it is the most basic.  As you minister to the needs of the ministers, God causes your seed to multiply back to you.  After we have mastered this level (which the body of Christ is still working on) then we move onto glory land.  That is where Paul was.  He had moved off of verse 19 and onto verse 18, “I am amply supplied.”  See Paul knew who his source was and he knew that he could always rely on God to meet his need.  You won’t move onto verse 18 until you have mastered 19 though.  And just as quickly as we can I would like to see the entire body of Christ over into verse 18 where it is no longer my God who will meet your need but rather your God.  Isn’t that great?  And God is going to more than supply your need.  You will have everything in full, an abundance and be amply supplied.  You will have more than enough.  Then you will have more blessings you can sow into other people’s lives and ministries you can support.  Giving will be such a way of life for you that you will barely even notice that you are doing it.
920. Wednesday, September 8, 2010

Acts 18: 5
But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.

Here is a clear recitation of the responsibility of the minister.  This passage just says it so clearly that it is a blessing.  And this is what we all want our ministers to do, dedicate themselves completely to the word.

Before this time Paul was still plying his trade as a tent maker.  He came to a point, though, where he realized it was time for him to go into full time ministry.  Then he needed to dedicate his time to the Lord and the word.

It is so very easy for ministers, and especially pastors, to involve themselves in every thing that goes on in the church and the congregation.  It is so very easy to encumber oneself with good works and meetings to the degree that the special time that should be devoted to the Lord and to His word begins to slip away.

If you are a pastor or minister, read this as a warning.  Check yourself routinely to make absolutely certain that you are doing as Paul did, devoting yourself to the word.  If you are a lay person you have a role in this too.  Ask yourself what you and your congregation can do to afford the pastor the time to do the things she or he really need to do.  How can you help your pastor?  Are there some small things you can do for them like mowing their lawns?  Perhaps there are responsibilities around the church that can be shared among congregation members.  Ministers, rededicate yourself to your time with the Lord and his word and allow your congregation members and friends help you in your primary mission.
921. Thursday, September 9, 2010

Acts 18: 6
And when they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be upon your own heads!  I am clean.  From now on I shall go to the Gentiles.”

What a sad story!  Paul was delivering to the Jews in Corinth the good news of the long awaited Messiah.  He must have anticipated that they would be as excited about the news as He.  Instead, he was rejected and scorned by the Jews of that city.  I think how discouraging that must have been for Paul.  Yet, he shook it off, literally, and dedicated his life to the preaching of Jesus to the Gentiles.  

I think that it is sometimes not much different today.  And it is sad.  At times I have noticed that it can be easier to talk with the unsaved about the things of God than it is the church.  You have probably encountered the same thing.  Have we just become complacent?  I don’t know, but we have the best news in the world, the great good news that the world has been awaiting. 

Each of us, every single one of us, needs to stir up that great gift that is inside of us.  We need to renew our minds to the singular miracle of the Lord of all living inside of us.  He walks with us everyday and our every breath is on his mind.  As we think about the enormity of greatness that is within each and every one of us, perhaps the fire of the glory will be rekindled in us.  Then we will rejoice, everyday, in the manifested presence of our dear Lord.  

922. Friday, September 10, 2010

Romans 8: 35
Who shall separate us from the love Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  

The first thing that I find interesting in this passage is that Paul begins out by asking “who” shall separate us from the love of Christ and then he goes on to list things rather than writing a list of who might do this thing.  Is there a revelation in there that Paul had that we do not?

The main point of the passage, though, is obvious.  That is that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.  When a person is going through tribulation, persecution, etc. they can feel very lonely and separated from God.  The truth, however, is that no thing can separate us from Jesus, Father, and the Holy Spirit.  

Economically we are going through a bit of a famine right now but you can overcome in this time of economic down turn and any other trial that tries to make you falter because the God of the universe is alive and well and living right inside of you.  There is no thing and no one, the devil included, that can separate you from the love of God and the power of God.  You are seated at the right hand of the Father with the glorious Jesus, the Christ, the Messiah. Reread the list above and let it sink in how encompassing the list really is.  If those things cannot separate you from the love of Christ then nothing can.  

Lastly, receive this truth despite your feelings.  Put feelings to the side because they will mislead you and handicap you.  You may feel alone but the fact is that you are not.  You may feel isolated but No Thing and No One can isolate you from the love that sent Jesus into this world in the first place.  Let truth overcome emotion.  Let Jesus reign over all, including emotions and circumstances.  Know beyond reason that the love that sent Jesus is present and watching over you today.
923. Monday, September 13, 2010

Romans 8: 37

35 Who shall separate us from the love Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword

37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.

Not only do we conquer but we overwhelmingly conquer.  We do not have to be defeated Christians.  So well do I remember when in California I began to meet Christians who were healthy, wealthy and wise.  Now that is exactly what I wanted to be.  I was attracted to them because of their successful lifestyle.  Then as I began to know them, I saw a closeness with the Lord Jesus that I didn’t even know was possible.  I remember clearly one person telling me how he takes Jesus with him to business meetings.  He revolutionized my thinking.  His entire life was lived for Jesus and the Kingdom of God.  He told me a financial goal he had.  It was for him and his family to live on 10% of their income and give God 90%.  Wow!  And they were living good.  What ground-breaking thinking.  I have never recovered from my association with that man and his family and bless God I hope I never do.

If you read and believe the scriptures your thinking should undergo a transformation too.  We should stop believing in the sickness and defeat of the world and begin to really believe in the wonder working power of our God.  We should rise above the challenges of the world and small thinking people.  We should become overwhelmingly victorious because of Him.  He has already overcome all for us.  Now we must just begin to believe Him.  Who are we going to choose to believe, the world or our Lord?  Think about it. When you do you shall become an overwhelming conqueror too.

924. Tuesday, September 14, 2010

Matthew 25: 6 – 13

(NIV)

While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.  When the disciples saw this, they were indignant.  “Why this waste?” they asked.  “This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.”  Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman?  She has done a beautiful thing to me.  The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me.  When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial.  I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”

How typical is this?  Entirely too common I would say.  Let’s start with the disciples.  These were Jesus’ own disciples weren’t they?  One might expect that they would like to see Jesus blessed but look at their reaction.  They mourned the lost revenue they might have gotten from selling the perfumed ointment instead of mourning the loss of Jesus.  Jesus had just told them that he was to be handed over to be crucified and yet all they can think of is the money they could have had from something expensive.

Also notice that they did not say anything to Jesus.  No, they started harassing this poor woman.  I say poor only in the sense that empathy is due her from having to endure these “holy” men.  She obviously was not poor in the economical sense because she had an “expensive” jar of perfume.

One of the areas people get hung up on all of the time is the economic status of Jesus.  Many people want to believe that he was broke.  Look, the man got gold coins out of the mouths of fish.  He had no lack of resources.  Do you really think this story about the woman with the expensive jar of alabaster perfume relates the first time that someone had blessed Jesus?  This story appears in the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew.  It occurs at the end of Jesus’ ministry when he is about to go to the cross.  Jesus’ ministry supported a staff of at least twelve.  Their work had to feed themselves as well as their families.  The disciples left lucrative businesses to join Jesus’ ministry.

Jesus had supporters, partners if you will, just like ministries of today.  He was able to travel and feed his whole entourage.  People loved Jesus.  Doesn’t it stand to reason that this story does not reflect the first time that someone gave something precious to the Lord?  And bless God this woman will be remembered for all time for her generosity.

Tomorrow I want to look at a different aspect from this scripture.
925. Wednesday, September 15, 2010

Matthew 25: 6 – 13

(NIV)

While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.  When the disciples saw this, they were indignant.  “Why this waste?” they asked.  “This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.”  Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman?  She has done a beautiful thing to me.  The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me.  When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial.  I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”

Another aspect gleaned from this passage that is so common to today is the jealousy with which the disciples reacted.  As I read this passage I was reminded of so many comments I have heard when good gifts have been given to ministers.

First, do we really think that had the perfume been sold that any of the money would have ever made it to the poor?  These men were thinking about themselves and what they could have done with that money.  It was jealousy that drove them and Jesus knew it.

Secondly, why do they think they have any standing at all to tell this woman what she should have done with her own property?  The perfumed ointment was hers to do with as she saw fit.  Furthermore, I believe that she was acting according to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus was just days from the cross.  He saw her kind act as preparation for the coming events.  Before we criticize anyone’s gift to a minister we best consider that the Holy Spirit might be directing them.  And if God sees fit to bless a minister of the gospel, who are we to question him?  We tend to criticize the minister and the one who gave the gift when none of it is our business.  If we wish to make it our business then it is only to bless our God who is so kind and generous.  We are supposed to act in love in all things and criticism is very far from love.  We should lift up that minister and the donor and thank God for the blessings he, God, is pouring out on his children.  You can have those blessings too but not if you criticize.  You cannot have what you speak against.  It is just a spiritual law.  You have what you speak, not what you speak against.

Be thankful and grateful that someone is prospering and pouring out those blessings on the body of Christ.  That is exactly what the woman in this story did.  She poured the expensive ointment over Jesus’ body.  Now we are the body of Christ and we should still expect God’s goodness to be poured out on us.

Do you want to be remembered like this lady is?  Then be generous.  Learn to be a giver.  Learn to let God use you as a blessing.  God has so much more he wants to do than this but he must find a few faithful and obedient people.  Are you one?
926. Thursday, September 16, 2010

Psalm 22: 24
For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither has He hidden His face from him; but when he cried to Him for help, He heard.

This is really good news.  God has not hidden his face from you or from anyone else.  Regardless of how nasty and ugly your mess is, God has not and will not turn His face from you.  And believe it or not, He has seen worse.  Remember this is the same God that watched His son be tortured and crucified.  So your disaster is not going shock Him.  Moreover, no matter how big your mess, when you cry out the Lord, He hears you and listens to you.

Now I know there is someone right now saying, “Hey, He didn’t hear me when I called.”  Oh yes, He did.  My evidence is the Word of God.  What is yours?  Are you saying God’s Word is not good? Did He lie?  Of course that is not true so something is wrong with your evidence.  

Here is a problem that I have noticed and it may well answer the question of why you think God wasn’t listening to you.  I have been praying for a number of people to be blessed (and don’t forget I pray for each of you every day as well).  So, I’m praying for blessings for these folks and two things have happened that I have noticed.  The first dynamic is that a blessing comes to them and they turn it down or turn it away.  They have trouble receiving for whatever reason.  Now they want to be blessed but they don’t know how to receive a blessing.  The other thing I have noticed is that sometimes when the blessing does make its way through, they don’t recognize it.  They never stop and appreciate the miracle that just occurred in their lives.  They let these things slip by almost unnoticed.  In fact, they kind of hold their breath waiting for it to blow up because they really don’t believe God is going to bless them.  Sometimes I have had the opportunity to point out the move of God for them and it makes quite an impression then.

You see, many times we really don’t expect God to bless us so we actually block the blessings.  We pray for answers to our problems but we actually close off our hearts to the move of God, usually out of fear and doubt.  Then even when He is actually able to sneak a blessing in, we are so fearful that it is not going to really work or that something is going to happen to take it away that we discount it instead of embracing it.

What we need to do is pray and then expect God to answer that prayer.  Believe He is going to hear you and show up on the scene.  He does it all of the time.  We just have to let Him in.  Give Him room to express His love in your life.  And get out of His way.  Quit trying to fix all of your own problems.   You are just messing it up and interfering with His deliverance.  Pray and get out of the way.  Put that problem in His “inbox” and leave it there.  He is capable, more capable than we are.  Then you can send me the testimony of what a great God we have.  I am looking forward to hearing the story.
927. Friday, September 17, 2010

Galatians 6: 7 & 9
Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.

Some of you have sown good seed into the Kingdom of God but you have not seen a harvest.  Do not give up.  God said you will reap if you don’t give up.

When Daniel prayed to the Lord he was heard by God.  And God sent an angel to Daniel but it took the angel of God twenty-one days to reach Daniel.  The Bible tells us that the forces of Satan hindered the angel of the Lord so that God actually sent Michael, one of his arch-angels to help (Daniel 10).

The devil is trying to hinder your blessing in just the same way but God has told us that as long as we don’t give up, we win.  The forces of God will always overcome the forces of Satan.  And we have something important that Daniel didn’t have.  We have Jesus, the overcomer.  Jesus has already defeated Satan and all of the forces of this world.
Satan does not have any real power anymore.  He has to trick you into defeating yourself.  If he can get you to give up he wins even though the answer had already been sent from heaven.  Another trick he has is that he will try to get you to speak something negative out of your mouth.  By the words of your mouth you pull your own seed up out of the ground and stomp on it.  Or you speak good words and water that seed.  It is your choice but the devil will try to trick you into defeating your own crop.  But if you will hang in there and keep confessing God’s blessing in your life, you are going to have whatsoever you pray for.  Don’t give up!  Don’t give in!  You win.
928. Monday, September 20, 2010

Psalm 19: 7 – 8
The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple, the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.
If there is one message I would like to impart to the body of Christ it is that God’s word is power and life.  There is nothing that the Word of God cannot do in your life.  It has the power of restoration, healing, enlightenment, wisdom and salvation just to name a small number of its graces.  Too few Christians really understand the power that the Word has.  Unfortunately, to most American born Christians it is just a big book that we used to put on the coffee table where it collected dust.  Frankly, that is an improvement from where the Bibles are these days.  How many “Christians” even know where their Bibles are?  How many have opened it in the last two months?  

It’s like you have water from the fountain of youth or a miracle fountain and you can’t get anyone to drink it.  Well, the good news is that this living water does not go bad.  You can leave it on the shelf as long as you like and it will still be good.  An excellent practice would be to take a slug of water every day.  You know, we have learned how to take prescription medicines and vitamins daily.  How do we teach ourselves to take a dose of the Word daily?  

I want you to have every good thing you want.  I want you to be healthy emotionally and physically.  I want you blessed coming in and going out.  You are the head and not the tail.  Miracles should rain on you like a summer shower.  The only way I know how to get all those blessings to you is by giving you the Word.  I pray that you receive a new revelation of and relationship with the Word of God today.  It is life and power.
929. Tuesday, September 21, 2010

1 Peter 1: 23
For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is through the living and abiding word of God.

Isn’t it good to know that you have been redeemed by imperishable seed rather than perishable?  You salvation is secure.  You have been born again and this time you are born into the everlasting nature of your Father’s family.  You are safe and secure for all time.

But did you know that when you were born again you were born of seed?  Well, that is always how the Kingdom of God works.  It always works by someone planting a seed.  Then that seed grows and produces a harvest.  You are God’s reward for having planted seed.

The verse above tells us that the seed that God planted in order to reap a relationship with you is the “living and abiding word of God.”  Now isn’t that exciting?  It might also be a bit perplexing so let me expound just a bit more.

Jesus told us in Mark 4: 14 that “the sower sows the word”.  Now what does a farmer traditionally sow in order to reap a crop?  Seed right?  Therefore, the word is the seed that was sown.  If you read the whole 14th chapter you will recognize the parable of the Sower and the Soils.  God sowed His word into the world and from it came crops.  We heard that word, we received that seed and we grew into fresh, choice crops that were gathered into the kingdom of heaven where we now reside spiritually.

But if you are able to go a step further consider this.  John 1: 1 and 14 say this: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.” That is speaking of Jesus.  In fact, Jesus is the Word.  He was with God in the beginning and then he came and dwelt among men.  God gave us Jesus in order to redeem us from the curse of the world.  He gave us Jesus so that we might be saved and become children of God.  God sowed Jesus into our lives.  He sowed a child and reaped many children.  So, you see, Jesus is the imperishable, living seed that you are born of, the abiding word of God.  You are very special to God, you are the result of his everlasting, living seed and you will abide with Him forever.
930. Wednesday, September 22, 2010

Exodus 17: 6
You shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it that the people may drink.

What do you need today?  The children of Israel were thirsty.  They were out in the desert without water.  But our God is the great provider.  He gave them water out of a rock.  Now isn’t that something?  I reckon if God can get water from a stone, He can meet all of our needs too.  When Israel was hungry, He fed them from heaven’s resources by raining down manna.

I looked down on the people of Israel years ago because I could read and see miracle after miracle and yet they still did not believe God.  Then one day I realized that most of us are exactly the same today.  We read about those miracles but we believe even less than the children of Israel.  We explain those miracles away one way or another until we convince ourselves and others that those miracles are not for today.  And yet, is it not the same God whom we love and serve?  I know that He loves us as much as He loved the Israelites because He sent His son, Jesus, to die for us.

The Israelites sound like a lot of babies and complainers but they also seem to really expect God to perform a miracle for them daily.  When He didn’t, they harassed Moses mercilessly.  They really seem to have some level of expectation.  And God certainly did take care of them?  Will He do the same for us today?  Does He love us as much?  Is He less powerful today than He was then?  Well, I believe He is the same yesterday, today and forever.  He is still willing and able to care for us and meet all of our needs.  Let’s start expecting Him to be a big God.  Tell Him your biggest needs. Are you thirsty?  He is the living water that satisfies all.
931. Thursday, September 23, 2010

1 Kings 17: 8 – 16
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and stay there; behold, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you.”  So he arose and went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks; and he called to her and said, “Please get me a little water in a jar, that I may drink.”  And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, “Please bring me a piece of bread in you hand.”  But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have no bread, only a handful of flour in the bowl and a little oil in the jar; and behold, I am gathering a few sticks that I may go in and prepare for me and my son, that we may eat it and die.”  Then Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go, do as you have said, but make me a little bread cake from it first, and bring it out to me, and afterward you may make one for yourself and for your son.  For thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘The bowl of flour shall not be exhausted, nor shall the jar of oil be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain on the face of the earth.’”

The widow woman of Zarephath was in the midst of a drought and a famine.  She was in hard economic times not unlike many of us today.  When the economy is really bad like it is now and like it was in Zarephath, people really need to hear from God.

The story actually begins with God telling Elijah to go to Zarephath because He has appointed a widow there to provide for him.  When Elijah gets to Zarephath he finds that his “provider” is so broke and destitute that she is gathering sticks to make a fire so that she can use the last handful of flour and the last bit of oil to make a bread cake for her and her son to share.  Her after dinner plan is for them to lay down and die.  She was done.  She had no more money and no prospects.  As far as she was concerned it was all over.  This is who God sent Elijah to for sustenance.  Now how was she supposed to care for Elijah when she couldn’t even care for the needs of herself and her son?  But see, God knew that this woman needed a miracle.  That is why He sent his prophet and a prophetic word to her.

I want you to notice the first thing that Elijah said to the woman when she told him she had neither meal nor oil.  He said, “Fear not.”  Fear is the first thing that has to be dealt with in hard times of any kind.  Many times when an angel would visit someone the first thing the angel would say is, “Fear not.”  We’ve got to get that fear out of our environment so that faith has an opportunity to work.  Faith and Fear are opposites so you can’t have a faith environment where there is rampant fear.

I would say that is one of the biggest problems in our economy right now.  The American people are afraid.  When Americans are full of confidence and faith, they are able to do amazing things.  But we have let our faith drop and we are living in an environment of fear.  So that was the first thing Elijah had to deal with in order to get this woman’s miracle to her.  How was she going to walk in faith and make a cake for Elijah as long as she was gripped by fear?  She would have been unable.  But faith took hold in her and she went and did as Elijah said.  And she received her miracle.  Her flour bowl was constantly full as well as her jar of oil.  She was, therefore, able to support Elijah as well as feed herself and her son.  

The first step to your financial breakthrough is to rid yourself and your household of fear.  Don’t mind what the economists and broadcast media tell you.  Use the newspaper as kindling if you must.  Those sources are going to be sources of fear, not faith.  And where do you find faith?  “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ (Romans 10: 17).  You’ve got to hear God and what He says about your situation.  God’s word has got to be your final authority like it was for the widow woman rather than what the media says or the way things look.  Facts are situational.  They can change today and no longer be the fact at all.

Listen because God is calling out to his kids.  He wants you to be free of financial care.  He desires to have your cup runneth over.  Hearken to the voice of the Lord.
932. Friday, September 24, 2010

1 Kings 17: 8 – 16
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and stay there; behold, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you.”  So he arose and went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks; and he called to her and said, “Please get me a little water in a jar, that I may drink.”  And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, “Please bring me a piece of bread in you hand.”  But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have no bread, only a handful of flour in the bowl and a little oil in the jar; and behold, I am gathering a few sticks that I may go in and prepare for me and my son, that we may eat it and die.”  Then Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go, do as you have said, but make me a little bread cake from it first, and bring it out to me, and afterward you may make one for yourself and for your son.  For thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘The bowl of flour shall not be exhausted, nor shall the jar of oil be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain on the face of the earth.’”

Yesterday we saw that the first thing Elijah had to deal with in order to get the widow’s miracle to manifest was her fear.  After she overcame fear then she needed to hear the Word of God and receive instruction.  God gave her a promise, the bowl of flour would stay full and she would not run out of oil.  Once she had the promise of God that she could clutch in her hand she could put faith to work.  And action follows faith.

It has always amazed me that God required something of this woman.  Here she was down to her last dregs of oil and flour and God said, essentially, “Give part of them to me.”  Well, once you understand how the Kingdom of God operates, it really is no surprise.  The law of the Kingdom is sowing and reaping.  God sowed Jesus and got you.  When you need or want something, plant a seed and allow God to multiply it.  It really shouldn’t be that big a deal to us anyway.  What we have and what this widow had is not enough to get the job done in the first place, so it is really best to put it into God’s hands and let him multiply your not enough into more than enough.

Now here is the part a lot of people do not want to hear, but truth is truth.  To whom did the widow give her seed of a small pancake?  Whoa!  She fed a preacher.  Is that holy sown seed? Really?  Well the answer is that she received her miracle.  See, some of us are very willing to give to God but we get our noses out of joint at the thought of giving to some preacher, especially for him to consume.  But that is exactly how it has always worked.  When you support the work of God and his called ones, He supports you.

This widow was obedient to the Word of God and she received a miracle of God.  Neither she, nor her son nor Elijah went hungry.  They were able to live in complete sufficiency, actually abundance, right in the middle of that famine.  We are in a bit of a famine too and this widow and Elijah have shown us how to get the break through many of us need.  Sow a seed.

And if you are not in financial need, bless God!  But there are many people who are really hurting out there.  Take some of your abundance and help some other folks.  Start a food bank at your church, have a clothes exchange, or start a ministry of helps for outside of the church.  Mow someone’s grass; make a mortgage payment for someone who is behind in their payment.  Or ten of you get together to make a mortgage payment.  Let’s try to help each other.  Amen.
933. Monday, September 27, 2010

Proverb 12: 14
A man will be satisfied with good by the fruit of his words.

The truth is that sometimes we pray and then we never see the result of our prayer.  Why is that?  Well, I believe the answer to that is that from the time we pray until the time our answer arrives there is a fight just like that described in Daniel 10.  The excerpt below explains this phenomenon the best I have heard.
The period of time from when you speak words of faith until they manifest is when the fight of faith takes place.  That’s the time Satan will throw everything he has at you to get you to interrupt THE BLESSING’s work by speaking words of unbelief.  That’s the time he will lie to you and use every trick he has to try to get to your mind.  Remember, lies and tricks are all he has.  Jesus stripped him of everything else.
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The devil can’t defeat you.  Only you can defeat you.  He uses his energy to try to get you to say something that is inconsistent with your prayer.  For example: you pray for healing.  While you are praying you are full of faith and really believe that God is going to heal you.  Then later that day someone calls you on the phone to ask how you are feeling and you talk about how bad you feel and that you don’t know if you will ever recover.  And after all, you are getting older and can just expect to be sick.

Every word you say is guiding your outcome.  If you say, “Praise God, I believe I am healed,” then you are speaking healing to your body and encouraging its normal healing process.  If, however, you speak sickness and symptoms you are telling your brain that it is not time for the body to heal itself and it will make sure your body obeys you.  And it certainly is not going to allow God to work a healing miracle in your body when you are telling it you are supposed to be sick.
It’s what you say after “Amen” that is going to make the difference.  You might have the most beautiful and elaborate prayers in the world but if you undermine them with what you say after “Amen” they aren’t going to be worth a hill of beans.  The devil is going to try to steal your blessing.  Don’t let him.  Guard your lips and speak only that which is consistent with the Word of God.
934. Tuesday, September 28, 2010

Ephesians 2: 3
Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

My favorite word in this verse is “formerly.”  I am glad that living in the flesh is in our past.  None the less, this is something we all have to be vigilant about.  It is also one of those things that are overcome in stages.  So perhaps we are learning to live in higher and higher revelations.  

Much of the church reads a passage about “lusts” of the flesh and all they can think about is sexual lust.  Sure that qualifies but it is the small part.  Many people who have conquered sexual lust still have plenty of trouble with living to the flesh instead of to the Spirit.  The easiest way to think about this is to first consider the tri-union nature of who you are.  You are a spirit who has a soul and a body.  As mature Christians we are trying to grow in the spiritual part of our being.  We are dying to the body and soul.  Consider your soul as your emotions, desires, thoughts and your will.  Now when people think of lusts of the flesh some are really reading in here “lusts of the body.”  That is not what the scriptures are about though.  You soul is part of your flesh too.  When you are sowing to your flesh it may have very little to do with your body but it may have a great deal with your desires, your ego, your fantasies or even the injuries in your personality.

I’ve known people, and so have you, who needed to amass money just so they could feel good about themselves.  Their energy, then, is spent serving that brokenness.  God has already made us worthy in Christ Jesus.  Once one receives that, the broken part of them can be healed.  Then they can set goals about what they can do for the kingdom of God rather than what they need to do in order to feel good about themselves.

So many of us serve our egos instead of our God.  That is the hardest thing in the world to overcome.  First you’ve got to be really, really honest with yourself.  And sometimes the truth is not comfortable.  But once you see the truth it is really liberating.  Most of us cannot even see how we elevate our needs, our wants, our desires and our egos above God.  It can be really difficult but I want to challenge us all to look closely at ourselves and ask why we do the things we do.  Even our “good works” can be works of the flesh if we are doing them out of a sense obligation or for the attention we seek to receive.  

Let’s go deeper with God.  To do that we need to survey ourselves.  As we do, He will lead us to deeper revelations.  And while it may be painful for a moment, it is just that, a moment.  The joy is everlasting and much more full than the moment of discomfort.  Besides, if you hurt for a moment, he is the great healer.  He can heal you of that problem forever instead of you continuing to struggle with it all your life.

This is a call to higher ground, to maturity, to greater real spirituality.  Won’t you answer the call?

935. Wednesday, September 29, 2010

Ephesians 2: 4 - 5
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).

Hallelujah!  If you were brave enough to really hear yesterday’s “Word” then here is the great payoff.  Even in those times when you have to face your short comings, there is always this great word.  God loved you beyond reason yesterday, and the day before that.  And He knows your heart.  He sees your goodness even when you fail miserably.  But don’t use all of your energy trying to succeed; in anything, even Christian things.  Give up, give in and let God in.  Use your energy in prayer, praise and thanksgiving and let Him do all of the heavy lifting for you.  He loves you so much and He wants to help.  As you expose all of your “stuff” to Him, He heals, soothes and comforts.  He longs to take you into His arms and heal you.  You don’t have to be so strong.  You were never called to be tough.  You were called to be His child.  You were called to be the object of His love and attention.  You can do that, can’t you?  Let Him love you.  That is His job.  He is rich in mercy.  He has more than enough.  Receive an additional measure of Him today because He loves you with all His being.
936. Thursday, September 30, 2010

Ephesians 1: 15 – 18
For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you, and your love for all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.  I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.

This is a very moving prayer that the Apostle Paul prayed for his followers from Ephesus.  I think it will touch your heart when you read it slowly and hear the love and admiration Paul was feeling for the people of Ephesus.  But why am I sharing it with you today?

This is very much like the prayer I pray for you each day and I want you to receive this down into your spirit so that daily you can be lifted up and have new grace and revelation flowing into your spirit from the Father of grace.

There is no problem that a revelation from God cannot resolve.  If you have a fresh revelation from God every day, there will be nothing too difficult for you.  There is no situation that will not bow to the wisdom of God.  The more you have revelation of God and from God, the more the problems of this world will not even touch you.  You will be lifted up above them.  This is really true.  Many of the things of this world begin to just fade into insignificance.

Every day, open yourself to receive a fresh word from God, our Father.  Knowing that a prayer similar to this one is going up to God for you every day, let your spirit receive the blessing that flows there from.  Every morning thank God and tell Him you are ready to receive your wisdom and revelation and the enlightenment of your heart.
937. Friday, October 1, 2010

Ephesians 2: 8 – 11
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

Well now, that is a little confusing.  Is it about works or isn’t it?  Within a couple of phrases Paul talks about “not works” and then seems to say we should be involved in good works.  Well, which is it?

The body of Christ has really had trouble with this.  We get our wires a bit crossed over this and the church has dealt with this going back to near antiquity.  People are trying to get into heaven by their good works.  That is the part Paul is addressing in the negative.  No one is ever going to impress God through their holiness and good works.  Even on our very best day we will never rise to that level.  What impresses God is the blood of the lamb.  The only admission ticket to heaven is that precious blood.  If you have it, you get in.  If you don’t, well  . . . we’ll let God handle that one.  But it won’t be on your good works that you gain admittance.

I am constantly surprised by the number of people who think they “have” to do good works.  It is only by the grace of God that we are saved.  But … once you are saved, love should begin to flow outward.  Prior to getting saved many people are self interested, self absorbed.  Everything is supposed to flow towards them.  After you get saved love, blessings, kindness, etc. are supposed to start flowing out of you.  We don’t do good works to get God to love us, to approve of us or to stamp our boarding ticket for heaven.

And when you are thinking of “good works” try to get out of the traditional view of works and towards a more spiritual sense.  This scripture says we are to walk in these good works that were prepared beforehand.  Let us then think of sowing to the Spirit instead of sowing to the flesh.  Once a person can get himself off of his mind, then many kinds of spiritual works present themselves, including praying for others, forgiveness, and walking in the fruit of the Spirit.  Don’t get yourself so bogged down mentally or emotionally that you overlook the works of the Spirit.  Feeding the poor is a great thing to do, and I encourage it, certainly, but it does not cover unforgiveness in a person’s heart.  Nor do any good works cover gossiping, backbiting, lying, etc.  First sow to the Spirit and then let the fruit of the Spirit manifest in your life.  When you do that, you will be balanced and good works of all sorts will just flow from you because you will take on the very nature of God.  You will be a giver because God is a giver.  You will be kind because He is kind.  These are the real works we are supposed to be walking in.  Once we have these priorities in correct sequence, then all sorts of good works will just be natural extensions of who we are.  But don’t forsake what is first for what should be second.
938. Monday, October 4, 2010
Re-used 8/3/15
Ephesians 4: 11 - 12
And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ.

These are called the five-fold ministries and God calls people to these offices.  What I found so interesting about this list is that only one of these ministerial offices is directed towards people outside of the church and, of course, that would be the evangelist.  Verse 12 tells us that God gave these offices, and people to fill them, in order to equip the church for her work.  In other words, the saints, or the laity, are being equipped for the work of the church.  You are the body of Christ.

Jesus told us to go into all the world and preach the gospel (Luke 16:15) but then when he gave the ministerial offices he gave four that were designed more for the church and only one specifically for the unsaved.  These offices are appointed to equip us to go into all the world and preach the gospel.  They are designated to teach us and build us up.  But we are not supposed to only absorb the teachings for ourselves.  We are meant to be the distributors of the good news of Jesus Christ.  Now how do we do that?  Well, this specifically means that we were not all called to preach at people since we are not all called into one of the five fold ministries.  But we are all called and equipped for “the work of service.”  Your calling might be as a school teacher or a hair dresser.  Or maybe you are a doctor or work in a laundry.  You are the word of the Lord that is sent into the world and you are going to interact with a lot more people than the pastor at your church.  

You are the one who will be there when a co-worker has trouble.  You will be the one they see day in and day out.  You don’t have to preach at them.  Just let the love of God show in what you do.  Be loving and compassionate.  Do your job with vigor and honesty.  Let them see how a child of the most high behaves.  Let the light, who is Jesus, inside you shine.  It’s not about telling other people what they should do.  It is about being who you should be and allowing the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5: 22) to manifest in your daily life.  That is how people will be saved, by love.  Because God so loved, he gave . . . (John 3: 16).
939. Tuesday, October 5, 2010
re-used 8/4/15
Galatians 5: 22 - 23
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

This is one verse we really must get down in our spirits.  Even if you don’t memorize the scripture itself, remember Galatians 5: 22 so you remember how to get back to it and refresh yourself.

And here is the big reason you need to remind yourself.  When you were filled with the Spirit of God, the fruit of the Spirit entered in with him.  So, if the Holy Spirit is living in you, then his fruit, his nature, his characteristics, are living inside of you too.  Therefore, I want you to read the scripture this way: “I am love.  I am joy.  I am peace.  I am patient.  I am kind.  I am good.  I am faithful.  I am gentle.  I have self control.  These traits are already in you by the Holy Spirit.  You don’t have to develop them you have only to express them, to allow them to manifest through his presence inside of you.  Meditate on them already being in you and confess them.  Read the confession above aloud so that your own ears hear you saying what you are.  You will find that you begin demonstrating the fruit of the Spirit more and more. 
940. Wednesday, October 6, 2010

Isaiah 50: 4
He awakens my ear to listen as a disciple, the Lord God has opened my ear.

One thing that really amazed me when I started studying the Bible was how apparently easily people heard God speak to them.  I was not aware of God speaking to people today.  I mean there were a few special ministers, I guess, that God spoke to but not to regular old people.  That was not Biblical though and I had to face the truth.  God didn’t lose His voice and people still hear Him today.

And it is a good thing that God is still speaking.  We sure need to hear His voice today.  And you too can begin to hear His voice clearly if you do not do so now.  First of all you have to believe that He will speak to you.  This verse ought to help in that regard.  Then ask Him to speak to you.  Then comes the hardest part of all, find some quiet in your life.  I don’t mean you have to just sit in a dark room for hours, though if that is what it takes for you to hear God it would be well worth it.  In my own life I found that I had very little quiet in my world.  There was almost always some kind of sound machine on in my world.  If it wasn’t the television, then it was the radio or stereo.  And sometimes I was even listening to Christian teaching tapes.  But even Christian teaching tapes and CD’s do not take the place of the voice of God.  

Now I was amazed at how little time it took for God to begin speaking to me.  In fact, I discovered that He had been talking all along but that I was unable to hear.  As soon as I set my heart to hearing God, there He was.

One word of caution, and this is something I did almost clinically in the beginning though automatically today.  As you begin to hear a voice in your head, check it out against the Word of God.  God will never contradict His word.  If what you are hearing doesn’t line up with the Word of God, then reject it.  I also asked God to confirm His word to me.  When I thought I had heard God speak to me I would ask Him to confirm it by another witness and He always would.  Usually He would show me a scripture that agreed with the word I had heard.  Sometimes he would use a minister to confirm it.  Regardless, I didn’t move until I was certain that it was indeed God.

And that is all there is to it.

Also see: John 10: 27

941. Thursday, October 7, 2010

Hebrews 10: 23
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

Why must we hold fast to our confession?  Because sometimes it takes sometime before our answer arrives just as was the case in Daniel chapter 10.  But first you must have hope.  Then hope gives you reason to pray and develop a confession.  Without hope, you won’t even pray.  Why would you if there was no hope of answered prayer.  But we always have reason to hope because our God is faithful.

Now, when you pray, you have reason to expect God to answer that prayer.  And yet the answer isn’t always on the doorstep the next morning. So what shall we do?  We enter our confession stage.  We are to develop a confession (or profession of faith, if you will) which is consistent with our prayer and with the Word of God.  For example, if my prayer was for healing an ankle sprain and my ankle still hurt the next morning, I would begin to confess my healing rather than confessing the pain.  My confession might sound like, “My ankle is healed because 1 Peter says that by His stripes I was healed.”  Then I am going to hold onto that confession until my ankle manifests its healing.  I am not going to start speaking doubt and unbelief because I have faith that God, the one who promised, is faithful.  The writer of Hebrews tells us to hold fast without wavering.  So we shouldn’t waffle back and forth.  Since He who promised is faithful, then we just hang onto our confession of faith until our answer arrives.  
942. Friday, October 8, 2010

Romans 6: 6 – 7
Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin.

This is a wonderful bit of good news this morning.  You have been freed from sin that once hampered you and, furthermore, your old self has died having been crucified on the cross with Jesus himself.  If there is some habit, sin or condition that has plagued you for years, understand that you are dead to it as soon as you acknowledge that the old man who, was you, died on that cross.  You were raised up as a new creature in Christ Jesus at Jesus’ resurrection.  You are a full partaker of the resurrection.  

If you died, then sin can no longer hold you.  It was in the old man and the old man is dead.  The new creature who was raised in Christ is the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus.  Ok, does that mean that you never, ever sin or fall short of the mark? Not necessarily but it does mean that you are no longer a slave to sin.  Sin no longer owns you.  You have been purchased with the precious blood of Jesus so that you are in the Kingdom of righteousness instead of the camp of the enemy.  You are free from the bondage of sin and it no longer has a hold on you.  You just have to make sure that you no longer have a hold on it.  Jesus has set you free but you need to stand up and walk out of the prisoner of war camp.  Don’t hang out there anymore.  Your freedom has been bought.

You have died to sin and are free of the torment that it brings.  No matter what hold sin had on you, you are now dead to it.  Don’t go to the grave and resurrect that which Jesus has freed you from.  No matter what habit held you, know that Jesus took that to the cross with him so that you could participate in his resurrection as your new self; clean and washed in the blood of the lamb.  Celebrate your new self today.  You are a glorious new creature in Christ Jesus.
943. Monday, October 11, 2010

James 1: 17
Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.

Every good gift comes from our Father who is in heaven.  Where do you suppose every bad gift comes from?  Not the Father of lights, for there is no darkness in him, no hint even of a shadow.  Honestly this sounds like a very simple principle.  Well, I suppose it is but people get confused about it all of the time.  John 10: 10 tells us that the devil comes only to steal, kill and destroy and this verse tells us that good gifts come from our Father.  Why is it, then, that so many people think that God sent them cancer or some other portion of the curse.  He is the Father of light, the author of the blessing.  The devil is the one trying to kill you.

In 2 Corinthians 12: 7 Paul tells us about his “thorn in the flesh.”  Now some folks will tell you that God gave Paul that thorn in the flesh.  I don’t know how they get there intellectually since the verse says plainly that it was a messenger of Satan.  Do we think that God sent a messenger of Satan to Paul?  Well, of course not.  That is silly.  So why do we think God sends us thorns in our flesh?  Well, the answer is that we have been deceived.  The devil is a liar and the Father of lies according to Jesus (John 8: 44).  We don’t have to believe his lies though.  And we must be diligent to know the Word of God so that the devil cannot deceive us any longer.
944. Tuesday, October 12, 2010

2 Chronicles 15: 2
And if you seek Him, He will let you find Him.

Do you really want to find God?  It turns out that it is not so hard.  Just seek Him.  It is like a game of Hide and Go Seek where God isn’t hiding.  All you have to do is seek. 

Have you ever played Hide and go Seek with a young child?  You have to hide in plain view because they couldn’t find you if you hid in a really good hiding place and then they get frustrated.  The next thing you know, they are crying because they think they have lost you.  So, you hide where they can find you.  In other words, as the adult, your whole purpose is to be found and you hide accordingly.  

God hides himself in plain view.  All you have to do is lift up your eyes.  He positions himself where you have to see Him if you open your eyes.  His whole purpose is to be found by you.  Just lift up your eyes.  Honestly, He is right in front of you.
945. Wednesday, October 13, 2010

James 3: 16

For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.

Take a moment and ponder that.  We all know that jealousy is not of God.  We’ve been taught that.  Even if we are still sometimes jealous we at least know that is wrong of us.  But, haven’t we said of other people, “He is ambitious” and actually meant it as a compliment.  We’ve also seen examples in our own lives of where ambition has caused harm.  Let us take a moment and look carefully at these words and our own lives though.  Apparently God is trying to make a point here.

Selfish ambition has a great deal to do with the economic downfall our country has been experiencing.  There should be more to our work and business than just filling our own selfish desires, our own carnality.  We used to hear business people talking about more than the bottom line.  Their purpose was to meet the needs of others and make a living in so doing.  I really think that business model has changed though.  Moreover, we might speculate that our model for living our lives has become increasingly about serving self.  Obviously even in James’ time there was a problem with people living to self and being jealous when someone else accomplished something or had something they didn’t.  Really, how juvenile.  Moreover, James warns us so very clearly that where we find these things we also find disorder and every evil thing.  Why?  Because jealousy and selfish ambition are seeds that when sown yield chaos and evil deeds.

Let’s really look at ourselves today.  Is our purpose on this earth just to keep feeding our fleshly pleasure?  Is it really about a bigger job so that we can have more money to buy more stuff to please our flesh or so that our egos get stroked even though we might be better suited to and happier in the position we are in?  Is our whole life about getting a bigger house so others will finally look up to us and think we really are someone?  Are we so damaged in our personalities that we need that in order to finally feel good about ourselves?  Meanwhile, we think it is a big deal to tithe 10% of our income.  Even when we get a bigger income we still struggle with 10%.  Why?  Because we spend all of the increase on our flesh.  We should be prosperous because we serve a mighty God but our ambition should not be all about us.  It should be about increasing His kingdom and helping His kids.  What good is it for you to increase if you are just going to spend it all on yourself, i.e. a new car, bigger house, every toy known to man?  We should have matured past this by now.  We want God to teach us the meat of His wisdom but we are still babies requiring milk.  Check your flesh.  If your life is all about you, your toys and your little world, then, I’m sorry, but it is time for a wake-up call.  God made you so much more than that.  He made you a royal heir and ruler.  It is time to get out of the sand box playing with your toys and start ruling and building the kingdom.  There are people dying out there who need you to grow up and step up.  It is your turn and the world needs you to get into your divine place.
946. Thursday, October 14, 2010

James 4: 8
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.

This is a very simple little verse and easy to understand.  You would have to do considerable work to complicate it.  So, my question then is why are we not all very close to God?  

I see two answers, one pretty obvious.  The obvious answer is that we have not drawn near to Him.  God will always let you be in charge of your relationship with Him.  He is gentle and kind so He will never force himself on you.  World evangelist and teacher Jerry Savelle says that each of us is just as close to God as we have chosen to be.  That is pretty uncomfortable to hear but is probably true.

But some people do honestly seek God and still haven’t the closeness they wish to have with Him.  So here is answer two.  Many of us are afraid to allow anyone to get too close to us.  We pull away from relationships that are close to the heart.  We are afraid of exposing our tender parts.  So often we try to act tough.  We act so strong but to the wise these are screaming declarations that we are broken and scared.  The stronger we pretend to be, the more the educated can see that we are really hiding our tenderness.  Now, if we are afraid to let people close to us, then how much harder is it for us to let God into our most tender and intimate parts?  How are we to expose our hurts and injuries?  Just allowing someone to see the fragileness of who we really are is threatening enough but God can see so clearly and we know it.  We can lie to people but you cannot lie to God.  He recognizes a lie and sees the truth.  So what ends up happening is that we seek God with our mouths but our hearts remain closed as do our ears.

But here is the good news of the gospel.  God heals.  He heals broken hearts and that is all that is keeping you from enjoying deep, intimate fellowship with Him.  Isn’t that great news?  God can fix all of this.  Ok, you have to have a little bit of courage.  Certainly you have courage as big as a salt crystal.  It doesn’t take very much.  You don’t want to be a coward all of your life and keep running away from your problems, do you?  That is such a painful existence.  If you can have courage even as much as a grain of sand, God can fix it all.  And it is, honestly, a lot less painful than living the lie that you are living now.  I compare it to having a splinter in your foot.  Are you really going to live with that splinter the rest of your life?  It hurts all the time, every day when God can remove it so easily.  And you probably won’t even feel Him remove it.  You are just afraid but what you are afraid of is nothing.  You are afraid of a hurt that you will probably never feel.  If you do feel any pain at all, believe me, it is less than the hurt that you suffer every day and put your family and friends through.  Also, any pain suffered with God healing you is so short lived as to not even be deemed significant.  Just have a little tiny bit of courage and a little bit of trust and you can truly be set free.  You will enjoy your life so much more and you can become intimate, close friends with God.  If you will let Him in, He will be your constant companion and your best friend.  That is a really great place to be and you can have it.
947. Friday, October 15, 2010

Isaiah 61: 1

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives, and freedom to prisoners.  

He whom the Son has set free is free indeed (paraphrase John 8: 36).  I said yesterday that you could be truly free from the injuries that have plagued you and held you back from intimacy with God and others.  You can be truly free in every aspect of your life.  You can (and should) be free from every encumbrance, every bondage.  You only need one thing.  The Son.

This passage declares Jesus’ anointing.  It is the passage that He read in the temple when He began His ministry (Luke 4: 18).  Yesterday we mentioned the good news of the gospel and here we see to whom this good word is intended.  It is for anyone who is in any way afflicted.  Now I want you to realize that means that the good news of God’s healing and restorative power is for every single person because almost everyone is afflicted with something whether it be guilt, hurt feelings, bondage to anger, a bad habit….  The list goes on and on but the message is this, God’s good news was sent to you.  Furthermore, Jesus was anointed to deliver it to you.  

He has come to heal the brokenhearted.  Is that you?  Did something happen to you in childhood that you have carried into adulthood and continue to allow to color your actions and reactions?  Does it still affect your relationships with other people?  I want you to know that Jesus has come to relieve you of that.  Ok, you can pretend to be “strong” and “fine” with me, but you and God know the truth.  Guess what, most of us know the truth too but perhaps you won’t seek another person’s help.  Fine.  Let God be your counselor.  Let Him set you free.  God anointed Jesus with just the right anointing for that purpose.

Do you see above that Jesus is anointed to proclaim liberty to captives?  He obviously isn’t talking about prisoners because the next statement is in regards to prisoners.  Even then, anyone can be a prisoner to something.  Sometimes the prisons with the bars are not the worst kind.  I implore you to allow Jesus to liberate you, heal you and set you free.  No matter what hinders you, give it to Him and let Him deal with it.  Why do you want to hold onto junk?  Let Him rid you of that junk once and for all.  Be free in the Spirit of the glorious Lord, our Jesus.
948. Monday, October 18, 2010

Matthew 18: 16
(Amplified Version)
…so that every word may be confirmed and upheld by the testimony of two or three witnesses.
Alright, so now you are beginning to hear the voice of God.  Oh, but there seem to be other voices too and you can’t always tell if it is God or you or just the wind blowing through your head.  It’s ok, we’ve all been there.  Here is a starting point for you in discerning God’s voice until you recognize His voice easily.  First, God will never contradict His Word so if you think that it is His voice telling you it is ok for you to be in an adulterous relationship, you are being fooled.  That is the voice of Satan.  Satan will constantly contradict the Word.  Secondly, if you think God is speaking to you and this is about something significant in your life, ask Him to confirm it.  He will always confirm His word to you.  Now let us also exercise some wisdom, if you get confirmation from your hedonistic friend who is always dragging you into trouble, then you might question it.  God is going to use His Word and His anointed ones most often.

Here is an example.  One time God was trying to tell me something and I really was not getting it.  He had already shown me the applicable scripture but frankly I still couldn’t see how it applied to me.  For about a month everywhere I went that scripture popped up.  I really mean it was everywhere.  Every preacher I turned on was preaching it.  Any publication I picked up had it splashed all over it.  I was even given a product on CD to preview and it turned out to be on that section of scripture.  Out of all the books in the Bible I was given the CD with that scripture on it.  Then I went to a Joyce Meyer conference and the songs they sang were about it and Joyce actually interrupted the praise and worship to preach on it.  Ok, finally I got it.  It was so loud by then that I really couldn’t miss it.  This example, I think, shows a couple of things.  First of all, we can all be kinda thick at times, but more importantly, the confirmations of what God told me privately all came from Christian sources.  Secondly, He absolutely will confirm His Word to you.  And He will keep it up as long as necessary when you are honestly seeking Him as I was.  Many of the confirmations came by way of His Word.  He would have preachers preach and teach on the scripture that pertained to my situation.  He put that verse on every media type I touched.  I think that if I had eaten a fortune cookie during that time that scripture would have been my fortune.  There is something very secure about seeing your answer in the scripture.  I would not have the same confidence if I was watching some TV drama and “got a message.”  I am not saying God couldn’t use that forum.  I’m just saying that it would not (and should not) inspire the same confidence. 

Lastly, let me share this with you.  When I was learning how to hear God’s voice, God would often let me practice with little things.  He might show me or tell me something unimportant so that if I missed Him it was not a big deal.  When I did hear Him though, and acted on it, I would realize that I had heard the voice of God.  From many small things, He has taught me how to hear Him in the big things.  I would even talk with Him while I was walking around the grocery store.  It sounds weird, I know, but it helped me to learn to be led by Him.  And if you knew how much I dislike grocery shopping and how bad I am at it, you could fully appreciate that I needed to be led by God.  It was really good practice and it became fun.  Try it with something small and have a good time hanging out with God.

949. Tuesday, October 19, 2010

Psalm 3: 8
Thy blessing be (is) upon Thy people.

God’s blessing is on you right now.  Who wouldn’t think that having God bless you is a really good thing?  Now that it exactly what He has done.  If you can imagine standing before God and Him blessing you, you would get the image you need.  But, what is the blessing and what does it mean to have been blessed by God?

God’s blessing is an empowerment.  What would you expect the result to be if you really stood before Him and received a blessing?  It would be something great, wouldn’t it and it would be huge.  You would imagine that His blessing would endure also.  It would never wear off.  Don’t you imagine that it would be imbued with power?  

God put his blessing on you so that you would have power to meet every circumstance of life.  The blessing empowers you to overcome all obstacles.  God’s blessing causes you to succeed in every area of your life.  If you are a child of God, then His blessing is on already on you.  You don’t have to earn it.  But knowing that it is on you should change the way you think about your circumstances.  Don’t expect to fail, expect to succeed.  Expect favor on you.  Expect His blessing to follow you every where you go and be sure to thank Him for it every morning.

950. Wednesday, October 20, 2010

Psalm 9: 9 
The Lord also will be a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.

Sometimes we, as Christians, think that we have to be beaten up by the world.  That could not be more misguided.  Just look at this scripture.  When the trouble times come, He becomes our stronghold.  Now think of a stronghold.  You may have a different image in mind but I picture an impregnable castle.  God is saying to us that even as we see trouble on the horizon, we retreat into the fortress and that trouble will never reach us.

Imagine yourself standing on the ramparts of your castle.  Off in the distance you see the forces of Pharaoh marching towards you.  Immediately you order the gates closed.  No matter what Pharaoh brings against your fortress, nothing can harm it or penetrate it because it is the perfect fortification of God.  God made it with His own hands and nothing can get at you when you are within His protection.

This is the reality of God’s protection.  He is that impregnable fortress.  In the day of trouble you run into it and hide until God defeats your enemy.  When you emerge there is not even evidence that your enemy was ever there.  God is your safe place into which you run and thereby avoid the intended onslaught of the enemy.

951. Thursday, October 21, 2010

Psalm 9: 10
And those who know Thy name will put their trust in Thee; for Thou, O Lord, has not forsaken those who seek Thee.

Yesterday we looked at Psalm 9: 9 and found that God is an impregnable fortress in which we are completely safe in the day of trouble.  This, the very next verse, shows us the relationship side of that fortress of protection.  Imagine, if you will, that beautiful, wonderful castle that God built just for you.  You are standing outside of it when you see Pharaoh’s army marching towards you.  You turn and look at the castle but instead of running towards it in relief, your heart becomes gripped with fear because you are not sure that it is really going to protect you against this danger.  You fear that God really has forsaken you and that the castle is just going to crumble around you.

In real life we cannot see the fortress of God and we have not developed our trust in his protection.  Therefore, in the day of trouble many of us either tremble with fear and worry  or attempt to defeat the enemy with our own puny weaponry.  When we have learned to trust Him, then we run into His fortress although in a sense it is a figurative fortress.  The truth is that He really is a fortress and you really can, in real life, run into His protection.  You must first know Him, know beyond a doubt that He has not forsaken you and trust that He really will protect you.  When you have that kind of trust, you really will be able to stand against the forces of the enemy completely safe and protected.  You will watch as God defeats your foe and you will have never even lifted a finger.  Those who know His name will put their trust in Him.  His name is Yahweh.  Now you know.
952. Friday, October 22, 2010

John 16: 33
“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”

We are still looking at this question of whether Christians should be beaten and down trodden or if God has provided us some form of relief.  We saw in Psalm 9: 9 – 10 that God has provided us a fortress of protection which we can trust and into which we can escape the trouble of the world.  Today’s verse is a New Testament version of Psalm 9: 9.  It is even better though.  
In Psalm 9 you would have to run into the protection of the Lord. That protection is still available today.  But today’s Word is from Jesus and he tells us that we don’t have to fear the day of trouble because He has already defeated the enemy.  He has already overcome the world for us.  Jesus is telling us that we can have peace even when the world is full of tribulation.  Jesus knew about Psalm 9.  He knew that our Father had already provided us protection from a world full of tribulation.  But Jesus is the fulfillment of the law.  He is that law and beyond.  Therefore we still have all of the promises of the Old Testament plus we have a new covenant based on better promises and sealed in the blood of Jesus rather than the blood of sheep and goats.  Because of the shed blood of the perfect lamb, the enemy has no more power over us.  The blood has covered us and Jesus defeated the enemy one time for all.  So Jesus tells us that although the world is full of tribulation, we should have no cause for fear because He has already defeated the prince of this world.  Jesus has told us these things so that we may live in peace rather than fear or worry.  He said, “Take courage.”  I would also say, “Trust”.  How much better a promise is this?  Rather than having to wait inside our fortress while God fights our foe for us, we can simply stand realizing that Jesus has already defeated Him.  You still have all of the promises of the past plus you have the fulfillment of them in Jesus, the Christ.  Jesus said in the world you have tribulation but in Him you have peace.  Call me simple but I think I will choose to be in Him.
953. Monday, October 25, 2010

John 17:16
“They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
Why should you be troubled with the problems of the world when you are not even part of this world?  Above we see Jesus telling us that we are not of this world.  Therefore, the problems of this world do not have power over us.  Moreover, Jesus told us that He has overcome the world with its tribulation.  Since He is already victorious and we have our life in Him, what then should be our standing with the world?

We are overcomers with Jesus.  We should not bow and cave into the distresses of the world but rather stand against them.  We are the defense that God has put here to stand against the forces of the enemy.  We are supposed to be praying and standing on God’s word.  We need to pray for the unsaved asking God to rescue them from the terrors of the world.  We cannot very well stand up for the defenseless if we are yielding to the schemes of the enemy.  First we must claim our own victory and not give ourselves over to the problems that the world is infested with.  We’ve got to stand on the Word of God for our own deliverance and believe God that the enemy has already been defeated on our behalf.  Then we can begin to stand up for the rest of the world.  Dare to believe God and dare to believe His Word.  You are the hope of the World in Christ Jesus.
954. Tuesday, October 26, 2010

Hebrew 4: 2
For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard.

This can be a disturbing verse if you consider it.  It says that although a group of people had the Word preached to them, it profited them not.  It is even more disturbing when you consider from whom they would likely have heard the preached Word.  This was the new church and they were hearing the Word fresh from the people that walked with Jesus.  Maybe they even heard Jesus himself.  The writer of Hebrews heard the same Word preached that this other group of people heard but it did him much good and them no good.  So what was the difference?  The writer of Hebrews tells us that the Word did not profit this other group because they did not mix their faith with it.  What’s this?  We have an important role to play in how much the Word of God is going to affect our lives, how much it is going to profit us?

This is really important for us to understand.  We should never put ourselves under condemnation because there is no condemnation in Christ, but in order for the Word to profit us we must first believe it.  How many times do we read the Bible or hear it preached and yet do not really believe it?  We often have a “Yeah, but” response.  Yeah but that is the Old Testament, yeah but that was the apostles, yeah but that passed away with the early church.  We can come up with a lot of reasons not to believe the Word of God as it has been told to us by God.  It can be hard.  But we have to make a decision to actually believe what is written there.  Then we must add our faith to it in order for it to profit us.  I am sorry to say that it is not enough just to hear the Word of God.  You actually have to do something with it.  You have to believe that it is true, that it is for you and then you have to have faith that it is going to work for you.  Make a conscious decision to start reading and hearing the Word as if it was God speaking to you alone and to you directly.  Hear it as if it was the first time.  Let God’s Word to you penetrate your innermost being and then add your faith to it.  Believe it is going to work for you and it will.
955. Wednesday, October 27, 2010

Psalm 89: 34
My covenant I will not violate, nor will I alter the utterance of My lips.

We have a covenant with God and He has made us promises.  He has sworn on Himself, because there in nothing higher, holier or more sacred for Him to sear on, that He will not violate His promises to us.  He cannot and will not alter one syllable that has ever come from His lips.  If He has said it, He will make it so.  You can bet on it.  Imagine, if you will, someone who is completely incapable of lying.  That is God.  He lacks the ability to lie.  Whatever He says becomes reality.  It is truth.  Therefore, whatever promises you find in our covenant, you can depend on them 100% because He has told you in this verse that He will not change one thing that He has said.  Furthermore, you are invited by God to remind Him of His promises.  He likes for you to have that level of confidence in Him that you are willing to hold His promise up to Him and claim it as your own.

You can have absolute confidence in the Word of God because it is the unalterable truth of the living God.  Get out your Bible and dig around in there.  Any promise you find, any utterance of God is yours for today because He cannot and will not change.  All of the Old Testament promises are yours because the Old Covenant has been fulfilled in Jesus.  All of the New Testament revelation is yours because Jesus established the new covenant in His blood.  Any promise of God is yours for the taking.  Fill your shopping cart with His promises.
956. Thursday, October 28, 2010

Exodus 28:  36, 38a
You shall also make a plate of pure gold and shall engrave on it, like the engravings of a seal, ‘Holy to the LORD.’  It shall be on Aaron's forehead.

Aaron was appointed as God’s high priest and God specified exactly what clothing he was to wear when he approached the alter to minister.  Part of Aaron’s accoutrement was a golden medallion that he was to wear affixed to a turban so that it was always on his forehead.  The medallion was engraved with the words, “Holy to the Lord.”  Anytime Aaron went before the Lord, the engraving went before him.  It announced him as he entered.  

You wear the same sort of pronouncement on your forehead.  When you enter God’s presence He sees the blood of Jesus proclaiming “Holy to the Lord.”  The blood of Jesus clothes you so that His righteousness is on you like Aaron’s medallion.  When you enter God’s presence Jesus’ blood calls out, “Holy to the Lord.”  That is what you are, holy.  Jesus has made us holy.  Don’t consider yourself a lowly worm because the writing on your forehead announces you as God’s chosen, one who is holy.  Your stature is from nothing that you have done so that none of us has reason to boast but it is precious and sacred because of Jesus.  You should enter God’s presence knowing that He sees you as holy but your boasting is in Christ instead of yourself.  You should not call yourself lowly because that is an insult to the blood sacrifice.  Just be grateful and full of thanksgiving that God has made you righteous and holy by the blood of Jesus.

957. Friday, October 29, 2010

Hebrews 9:13-14 

(New Living Translation)

Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a young cow could cleanse people’s bodies from ceremonial impurity.  Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. 
I want to discuss sin consciousness.  This scripture tells us that under the old dispensation, the blood of animals was able to clean people, ceremonially, so that they could worship God as clean individuals.  The blood sacrifice covered their sin so that they could go before God.  The blood only covered their sin though.  It still remained but was overlaid by the blood of sacrifice.  The blood of animals did not and could not erase their sin.

We are under a different covenant with God now because of the shed blood of Jesus.  1 John 1: 7 says, “The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.”  When we have accepted Jesus’ sacrifice and confessed Him as Lord, then He is righteous and good to forgive our sins.  His blood doesn’t cover our sin; it eradicates it from the memory of God.  It is as if it never happened.  The blood of animals only covered sin so that we could enter God’s presence but Jesus’ blood, the blood of the unblemished lamb, has completely erased our sin and completely cleansed our souls.  We can therefore stand before God spotless in the blood of the lamb.

This is really important to grasp.  God no longer sees you as a sinner.  He does not even know what sin you are talking about because it has been completely washed away by Jesus.  The only place that sin still exists is in your mind.  But this scripture tells us that the blood of Christ has the power to purify and clean your conscience.  You must let go of that sin consciousness and allow the blood of Christ to stand for you.  It is only vanity that keeps you holding on to your deeds instead of yielding to Jesus’ great act.  When you take your mind off of yourself (including your past acts) and put it on Jesus and His wonderful intercession, then you will be able to enjoy a holiness consciousness instead of a sin consciousness.  You will let go of past failures and glorify God for Jesus’ great success.  You are no longer a lowly worm of a sinner if you have confessed your sin and allowed the blood of the perfect lamb to wash you clean.  If you have not confessed your sin and if you are not letting Jesus wash you clean, then you have a much bigger problem that should be addressed.  But if you are really a child of the most high through the shed blood of Jesus, then your sin no longer exists.  It has been washed away by the one who is greater than you.  You can and should let it go and live in the glory of who He is rather than in the failure of who you were.  It is all about Him and He has perfectly redeemed you with His own precious blood.

Quit wallowing around in your sin and stand erect and perfect in the blood of the lamb.  Do not make the blood of Jesus of no effect by continuing to hang on to a sin consciousness.  You are no longer an old sinner burdened by past sin.  He has made you clean and you are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus.  “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him,” 2 Corinthians 5: 21.  It is not holy for you to keep beating yourself up about past sin.  It is not saintly for you to continue to humbly call yourself a sinner.  It is a false humility based on your acts instead of the actions of Jesus and it is a sacrilege.   Let go of your sin consciousness and adopt instead a glory consciousness for the miracle that Jesus, God and the Holy Spirit have wrought in you.
958. Monday, November 01, 2010

Romans 3: 22 - 24
This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

Glory Hallelujah!  Although each and every one of has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God in ourselves, through our faith in Jesus we have been justified by grace.  And not just any grace but that which Jesus so lovingly bestowed upon us with His father, our heavenly father.  Their grace has redeemed us from the curse of the law and placed us under their redemptive glory.  We are justified in Jesus.  That sounds odd because we know that we don’t feel that we should be justified.  But we are none the less.  Moreover, this grace, justification and redemptive glory have come to us not only when we did not deserve it but despite our unworthiness.  While we were yet in our fallen state Jesus won the victory for us.  This passage even tells us that this wonderful grace comes to us freely.  We did nothing, paid nothing to acquire it

And now we have become the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5: 21).  And we have become worthy.  Jesus spilled his blood for us so that we could stand before the throne of grace worthy and righteousness.  He did not endure torture, hell and the cross so that we could grovel in the dirt like worms.  He made us the righteousness of God and we ought to act like it.  I don’t say that you will never make another mistake the rest of your life.  I mean to convey to you that Christ purchased your holiness, worthiness and righteousness with His precious blood so that you might walk in it and so that you may go boldly to the throne room of grace.  The cost to us is that we must believe.  The scripture says that this righteousness comes to us through faith in Jesus.  It comes to ALL who believe.  “All” is a pretty inclusive word.  It includes you.  You are not an especially wicked sinner.  Your sin was not so great that Jesus’ blood couldn’t wash it away.  To think so is just to bask in self worship and vanity.  Jesus’ sacrifice, his blood is much, much greater than any sin you ever committed.  So, let go of the sin and worship the holy one who gave himself so that you might walk in the glorious righteousness that he purchased for you.  You are so worthy.  He thinks so.  Even at your worst he was willing to die so that you could be part of his family and walk in divine kinship with him.  Get out of the dirt and into the throne room.  Tell Father how blessed you are.  Express your thankfulness to Him and never again allow yourself to lose sight of who you have become in Christ Jesus.
959. Tuesday, November 2, 2010

Hebrews 4: 16
Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.

What would you think if you heard the author of Hebrews preach this sermon in your church Sunday?  Would it sound odd to you?  He seems to say that we can enter God’s throne room now even while we still live on this earth.  How do we accomplish that?

I believe the writer of Hebrews is telling us that we should be entering God’s throne room now.  Not only that but also that we should enter confidently.  We are spiritual beings even though we are currently housed in physical bodies.  We can, therefore, participate in spiritual exercises like we do physical ones.  For example, is prayer a physical or a spiritual exercise?  The answer may have something to do with our own spiritual maturity but I think most of us would say that it is a spiritual exercise.  Most people probably recognize that we exist in the spiritual realm even while we live in the physical realm.  This should not be too hard to comprehend.  After all, we can exercise mentally and physically at the same time so also we can exercise spiritually.  Now, what I will say is that most of us spend more time on our minds and bodies than we do our spirits.  None the less, you and I can operate spiritually and we should.  So, how do we actually enter God’s throne room?

The answer is that we do so in our spirits by and through prayer.  Now don’t get all mystical on me.  Working with God is not mystical.  It is just a step above natural and it is called supernatural.  When you pray, imagine yourself walking into God’s throne room.  See yourself invited and accepted.  Then just talk with your father.  Can you picture yourself driving a red Ferrari?  You probably did even as you read “Ferrari.”  You use the same method in seeing yourself in the throne room only it is applied through the spirit and prayer.  See yourself walking into God’s presence.  Watch yourself boldly enter His throne room.  You can still operate in humility even while you confidently approach God because your confidence is in Jesus.  He has paved the way for you to enter into Father’s presence.  Go forth confidently; knowing that Jesus has prepared this avenue for you.  Go be with your Dad and talk with Him.  He would love to spend time with you.
960. Wednesday, November 3, 2010

Matthew 21: 31- 32
Truly I say to you that the tax gatherers and harlots will get into the kingdom of God before you.  

For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax gatherers and harlots did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him.

This is Jesus speaking to a pious collection of church leaders about the message of John the Baptist.  Imagine their outrage at being told that the dregs of society would get into the Kingdom of God before them.  In that day, the tax collectors were about the lowest form of humanity.  They were actually Jews who collected taxes for the Romans using any means they could devise.  Jesus’ use of the word “harlot” also indicated a group of people absolutely despised by pious Jews, that of the prostitute.  And though despised, the prostitutes were kept in business as were the tax gatherers.  Both of these groups of people represent the lowest, most profane and most reviled people in that society.  Yet Jesus told the church leaders and elders that these low lives were going to get into the Kingdom before them.  Even after the religious leaders witnessed the belief and faithfulness of the non-celebrated members of society, they still did not turn and repent.  The Amplified version of the Bible says it this way, “… and you, even when you saw that, did not afterward change your minds and believe him [adhere to, trust in, and rely on what he told you].  

Who are the most reviled members of our society today?  And are they going to make it into heaven before us because they are willing to believe Jesus?  I certainly hope not.  It is just as easy today as it was in Jesus’ day to get so inculcated in church doctrine and religious culture that we fail to listen to Jesus.  We have witnessed or experienced one reading a passage of the Bible and experiencing great discomfort or disagreement.  What are we to do when the Word of God disagrees with our long held belief or with what our church teaches?

This is what I have learned from God.  His Word is truth and His truth brings life.  It isn’t always comfortable but it is always ultimate truth.  I have found that at times I have warred with certain passages of the Bible only to find out later, once I had yielded myself to understanding and to God, that I had misunderstood the passage all along.  One passage in particular was saying exactly what I wanted to hear but I took it for the exact opposite meaning.  Once I yielded myself to God, His wisdom and His teaching, the truth became so clear that it is amazing to me to this day that I couldn’t see it from the first.

When you learn to trust God and trust His Word, you will find life and truth.  You won’t be one of the sanctimonious church goers who is left waiting outside the pearly gates while all the disagreeable (but believing) members of society parade past you.  You will be one of the one’s about which God says, “Well done good and faithful servant.”  Be very careful who you look down your nose at.  Be very careful about whom you try to keep out of church.  Believe in the “Good News” that Jesus died to bring us and enter into His gates in His glory.
961. Thursday, November 4, 2010

Jeremiah 17: 5 – 6
Thus says the Lord, “Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the Lord.  For he will be like a bush in the desert and will not see when prosperity comes, but will live in stony wastes in the wilderness, a land of salt without inhabitant.”

Does this sound familiar or ring any bells.  It immediately caused me to think of the hard economic time the United States has suffered for the last several years.  That first statement in the verse is so strong too.  Cursed is the person whose trust is in mankind.  That is a bold, loud statement and I could not help but think that is what we as a nation have done.  We have put our trust and reliance on a system that was the creation of man.  We keep expecting men to bring about our recovery, to save us from our current peril.  The passage even says that those whose trust is in men and the systems of men won’t even see prosperity when it comes.  And I have to say that I have witnessed the truth of that.  We don’t even seem able to see wealth lying on the ground before us.  And we continue to trust the ways of the world instead of the way of God.  Of course we are living a cursed existence.  That is exactly what Jeremiah told us would happen over two thousand years ago.  He told us that people who put their trust in the world would live as if in the desert, a barren land where there is nothing but waste and wilderness.  The land will yield no crop.  There is no fruit.  Where we have turned our hearts away from God there is only emptiness and wasteland.

Of course we are living in a barren land of deprivation and want.  We as a nation and even as individuals have turned our hearts away from God and have put our trust in governments and the economic systems of man.  We have reaped exactly what was foretold.  But, there is good news.  We can turn our hearts back to God.  We have that power.  You can put your trust individually in God and you can preach this message to others.  We don’t have to be doomsayers.  We don’t have to whine and complain about the current situation.  We can begin to come out by training our confession and sowing our hearts into God.  We can immerse ourselves in His promises and drown ourselves in radical trust.  We can tell others to do the same.  Then as we begin to come out, we can help others.  There is great need out there and you have the answer to all of the problems that people are facing.  Get your personal economy straightened out by believing God, confessing His Word and sowing financial and any other kind of seed into the God’s hands.  Find a ministry that is doing the work God has called them to and sow your seed.  Then teach others to do the same thing.  Don’t sit around crying about the economy nor listening to others whine about how bad it is.  Become proactive.  Do something about it.  Put your trust totally and completely in the Lord of the harvest and expect Him to rescue you and the rest of the nation and world.
962. Friday, November 5, 2010

Jeremiah 17: 7 – 8
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and whose trust is the Lord.  For He will be like a tree planted by the water, that extends its roots by a stream and will not fear when the heat comes; but its leaves will be green, and it will not be anxious in a year of drought nor cease to yield fruit.”

Compare Jeremiah 17: verses 5 & 6 to verses 7 & 8.  What a difference.  While they both use very picturesque speech, the picture they paint is quite disparate.  In today’s passage we have the picture of a lovely green tree that is well watered and never fails to yield fruit.  It does not fear the drought because it is secure.  Nothing causes it anxiety or worry.  

Now how would you like to be that tree?  You see the entire difference between being a bush planted out in the barren desert and being a well watered tree that bears fruit in season and out is in trusting the Lord.  This is a choice that you can make and God will honor.  Isn’t that great?  He has already laid the choice before you.  He has even told you what the outcome is of each choice.  I think He has made it pretty simple.

Will you believe that some people will actually choose to keep trusting a failing system that was the concoction of man when the choice has been laid out so clearly for them?  I have a hard time understanding that but it is true.  I think what really happens is that the cares of the world choke them.  When that happens they take their eyes off of God and start looking around for some quick fix.  Well, those quick fixes aren’t working and they are what got our economy in such a big mess.  We stopped running our finances the way we had been taught and we have suffered because of it.  It is time for us to get back on God’s train and do things the way He has taught.  And if you begin to feel choked by the pressures of the world, turn to the Word.  It is the remedy.  God has not left you orphans little children.  He is longing to help you.  What have you to lose by getting completely radical in your trust of Him?

Jeremiah 17 talks about being blessed or being under the curse.  Let us choose blessing and trust God to make it so.

963. Monday, November 8, 2010

Matthew 21: 12 – 13


Cleansing the Temple
And Jesus entered the temple and cast out all those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who were selling doves.  And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; but you are making it a robbers den.”

Some Bibles have topical headings describing the passages.  Mine is one of those and this passage is headed by the title, Cleansing the Temple.  Now this is a familiar passage to many but I want you to read it with new eyes, as if you have never heard this story before.

My first question to you is this.  Jesus had been to the temple many times before and He had never upset the cart, so to speak, before.  Why this time?  The second question is, why did He did He even do it.  It was not an uncommon situation.  He, His disciples and everyone in Jerusalem were accustomed to seeing trade going on at the temple.

The reason this passage is so important is because of 1 Corinthians 3: 16- 17, 1 Corinthians 6: 19 and 2 Corinthians 6: 16 all of which tell us that we have become the Temple of God.  Jesus’ storming of the temple in Jerusalem was immediately upon His triumphal entry into the city on a young, donkey colt.  The crowds shouted, “Hosanna” as He entered and threw their cloaks and tree cuttings on the road so that not even the hooves of His colt would touch the ground.  This entry into Jerusalem marked the end of the journey for Jesus.  He would never leave.  When He left for Jerusalem, He went with the intention of sacrificing Himself for our sins.  He knew that He was about to be offered up as the sin offering for all mankind.

Jesus cleansed the building that was used as the Old Testament temple as He entered the city and He cleansed the temple of the New Testament, you and I, as He left, “For we are the temple of the living God (2 Cor. 6: 16).  Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross cleansed all of us for all time and now the Father, Son and Holy Spirit come and make their abode in us.  You are now that house of prayer that Jesus’ spoke of.
964. Tuesday, November 9, 2010

1 Thessalonians 3: 2
… and we sent Timothy, our bother and God’s fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith.

Several times I received the high compliment that I am an encourager.  It really blessed me for people to tell me that because I really like to encourage folks.  If I am indeed an encourager, then this passage shows why.  God has sent me and others to be encouragement.  He wants to encourage His people.  Now, sometimes God has to teach you and sometimes He even must reprove you but underlying it all is His great hope that you will receive instruction and improve your situation.  He wants to give you hope and encouragement and then instruct you in the way you should go in order to have those hopes realized.  If He gets on you sometimes, don’t take it hard.  Just understand that He is showing you things so that you can move towards His great desire for a better life for you.

In Jeremiah 19: 11 God said, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  God has really great plans for you.  He has plans to prosper you and to give you a good and glorious future.  His plans for you are pleasing, full of love and full of His glory.  He has so much goodness that He wants to rain into your life.  Never give up!  Never, ever quit!  God has a plan for a good future for you and you need to set your mind on that plan of His and ignore this present uncomfortableness.  It will surely pass and you will get on to the better things.
965. Wednesday, November 10, 2010

Hebrews 10: 23
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

Hope is the beginning of faith.  Without hope, one will not even look forward to the promise.  But we can have great hope and hence great faith because the one who has made promises to us is more than faithful.  He is honest and true without the ability to lie.  And as we think on Him, our hope grows.  We can feed that hope with the Word of God too and it is just like applying fertilizer and water to a young plant.  That Word causes our faith to grow the same as the fertilizer and water cause the plant to grow.  Our faith then develops and when it reaches maturity, it produces a crop.  But it all begins with hope like a small seed faithfully sown.

We are to hold our confession of hope without wavering which means we keep speaking the word of hope and then the word of faith even when we cannot yet see the offshoot of the seed.  We hold onto our belief that the seed will produce a plant whether or not we see the evidence of that plant.  The evidence is our faith because our confidence is in He who promised.  We keep our words (our confession) aligned with our hope and His promise despite any evidence.  Then when the proper time is come, the seed gives forth the plant which then gives forth the fruit.  

Keep your hope and keep your faith.  Fear not.  Trust He who is faithful and worthy of our trust.  Don’t dig up your seed with contradictory language but rather keep your confession consistent with His promise for in due time you will reap if you don’t grow weary.
966. Thursday, November 11, 2010

Proverb 3: 11 – 12
My son, do not reject the discipline of the Lord or loathe His reproof, for who the Lord loves, He reproves, even as a father, the son in whom he delights.

You might have reason for concern if God is not correcting you.  If you never receive reproof or correction from the Lord, then you must be ignoring His discipline.  Worry more about not receiving correction than having to endure discipline because he who the Lord loves, He disciplines. 

It is for our benefit that He corrects us.  He wants us to live the best life and the best is that lived through and by Him.  The book of Hebrews says it this way, “All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness” Hebrews 12: 11.  Few people want to receive discipline but the wise know that it is to their benefit and even consider it a compliment that God loves them enough to correct them.  

God wants you to have a good life and moreover, He wants you to attain to an even higher life once you leave earth.  So, He keeps leading you in paths that will take you to that higher life both here and afterwards.  If He has to instruct, correct and discipline you then it is just because His love for you requires it.  He doesn’t want you wandering around lost nor does He want you behaving in ways that lead you away from His awesome plans for you.  Listen for the correction of the Lord so that you will become the person He has designed you to be.  He will use preachers’ voices to minister correction to you.  Very often He uses His Word, The Bible, to discipline and instruct.  He will also speak to you himself but when you have become accomplished at ignoring His discipline, He usually has to use a human voice to get your attention.  Therefore, don’t ignore what the Spirit of the Lord is saying through scripture and ministers of the gospel.  And yes, this does mean you.  God is trying to get a good word to you because He loves you and wants to bless you.  He can’t bless you where you are right now so stop ignoring Him and listen to the voice of correction.  Follow His instructions because they lead to a great place.
967. Friday, November 12, 2010

And I will grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be that when you go, you will not go empty handed.  Exodus 3: 21  Now the sons of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, for they had requested from the Egyptians articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; and the Lord had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have their request. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.  Exodus 12: 35-36.  Then He brought them out with silver and gold. Psalm 105: 37.
I am showing you these three verses to demonstrate just how separate your finances are from those of the world and why you should not connect your fortunes to those of the world.  

The Israelites were slaves in Egypt.  Yet the time came for them to leave and God sent Moses to lead the people out of Egypt.  Being slaves, though, they had not accumulated for themselves wealth.  None the less, God promised them that when they left Egypt, they would take the wealth of Egypt with them.  Sure enough, when they left Egypt, they took silver, gold, articles of clothing and jewelry and large herds of livestock with them. 

How did they go from slaves one day to wealthy the next?  It was the favor of God.  Exodus 12 says that God gave them favor in the eyes of the Egyptians.  This was a big deal.  Can you imagine giving all of your wealth to your slaves?  It wasn’t enough that they were losing all their slaves but also the slaves are leaving with immense wealth.

We have so much in common with those ancient Israelites.  We too have been enslaved.  We have been slaves to a world economic system that has broken our backs.  But like the Israelites, God has ordered us to be freed.  What I really want you to see is that when economics failed the Egyptians, the Israelites were improved.  The Israelites were not tied to the economy of the Egyptians.  When the Egyptians were doing well, the Israelites certainly were not.  So a booming economy in the land of Egypt was not benefiting Israel even though the Israelites lived in Egypt.  Are you seeing this?  Then when God sent His people out of Egypt, they carried the wealth of Egypt out with them.  You see, when the world’s economy is failing, you do not have to fail with it.  God has separated you out.  Further, I really believe you should arise and succeed in such times even as the Israelites fared well while Egypt was emptying itself.  When Egypt was enjoying great wealth, it was really the wealth that was created by the Israelites all along.  The wealth of the land was tied to the labor of the Israelites.  Then there was a just realigment.  Well, in the same way that the Father was looking after the Israelites, He has been watching over you.  He has wealth stored up for you.  Don’t look at what is happening in the world’s economy unless that is the system that you want to be a part of.  Look to God who has been laying up treasure for you all along.  He has unlimited resources with which to bless you.  Don’t watch the evening news and expect to hear anything that relates to you and your condition.  Just because you live in Egypt does not mean that you are a part of Egypt’s system.  I tell you that you are not.  Your news broadcast is called “The Good News” and it is broadcast everyday, all day between Genesis and Revelation.  If you want to know what is happening in your economy, then you’ve got to read the book.  God is telling you what to expect and believe me, it is the Good News Report.  Hallelujah!  When the world system fails, look to heaven because maybe, just maybe, it is about to rain manna from heaven for you just like it did for the Israelites.

968. Monday, November 15, 2010

Proverb 1: 33
But he who listens to me shall live securely and shall be at ease from the dread of evil.

There has been little security for many people over the last many years.  Between terrorist attacks and threats and economic hardship people all over the world have lost their sense of well being and safety.  Fortunately, we do still have a safe place to hide, our own refuge.  We can live safely and with the feeling of security because we have a God who is bigger than all of the trouble the devil dishes out.

You see, as the verse says, if we listen to Him, He will lead us to a place of protection.  He will give us the ideas and answers we need in order to live securely, both physically and emotionally.  You shouldn’t have to live in dread and worry because your Father has provided a safe haven for you.  But His security is only for those who believe Him and listen to Him.  Now, that is only a decision away.  You may have been a Christian all of your life but have never quite gotten out of the boat yet and walked by faith.  Well, today is your day.  Set your mind on Him, completely on Him.  Let His word instruct you and guide you.  Let Him fill you, all of the parts of you, even those places you have walled off before.  Those walls are only keeping you handicapped anyway.  But now put Him and His word first place in your life and allow Him to flood you with the peace and security.  Choose to believe that He is protecting you and call on that protection.  Ask Him to surround you, your family and friends, and your properties with His angels.  Don’t give in to fear any longer but rather live in the security and peace of mind that comes from living to Him and listening to His instruction.  Be free of fear.  Be secure in His name and blood.
969. Tuesday, November 16, 2010

2 Samuel 22: 31
He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him.

I want you to know that God has provided protection for you nine ways from Sunday.  Everywhere you look in His word has the promise of His protection.  He is a refuge, a shield, a strong fortress.  He sends angels to look after you.  He has sent His son and now He has sent His Holy Spirit.  Every thing He is and has is laid at your feet.

Now here is the rub.  There always seems to be a contributory factor for which we are responsible.  Yesterday’s scripture told us to listen to Him and that those who do shall live securely.   Today’s scripture tells us that we must take refuge in Him for His protection to operate for us.  Now this isn’t meant so that you can become confounded, frustrated and worried.  It really is as simple as His building a fortress for you and you deciding whether or not you will avail yourself of it.  

Imagine medieval times and God has built a strong, walled city.  Some people build their homes outside the city walls though.  None the less, in times of trouble they are allowed, even expected to withdraw within the protective walls of the city.  This is such a good image of the protection the Lord has provided.  Some people actually are going to choose to sit outside as marauding invaders approach rather than take advantage of the protection provided for them.  Is that nuts?  And then when those brigands fall on them, who do the people blame?  They blame God, of course?  You hear it all of the time.  “Why did God let this happen to us?”  He didn’t.  He provided a fortified city for you to dwell in.  It is not His fault if we are too proud or foolish to avail ourselves of it.

We must look to the Lord as our fortress and our refuge in times of need.  If we constantly look to the things of the world for protection and to solve our problems, then we are effectively shutting God out.  It is like sitting outside the gates.  Just run into His city and allow Him to defend you.  Look to Him instead of governments and other human agencies to be your guard.  When you see a threat on the horizon, talk to Him first.  He has already prepared an answer for you.  He loves you and wants to help you in all things.

Start copying from here

970. Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Malachi 3: 8 – 9
“Will a man rob God?  Yet you are robbing Me!  But you say, ‘How have we robbed Thee?’  In tithes and offerings.  You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation of you.”

Let me talk to you about tithing.  It is a very unpopular topic and many people do not want to teach about it.  It is hard for your pastor to talk to you about it so here, perhaps, we can look at tithing Biblically in an unthreatening environment.  I say unthreatening but that is God speaking in the verse above and it is pretty frightening if you read thoughtfully.

I don’t think God leaves a lot of room for discussion here.  As a matter of fact, He is talking about more than tithing.  He says He is being robbed in tithes and offerings too.  The tithe is the first 10% of your income. Technically “tithe” means ten percent.  And it is supposed to be the first ten percent.  That means we are supposed to tithe on gross income folks.  I know you don’t want to hear that but it just is what it is and our discomfort doesn’t change God’s word.  

Now I know some of you are having a hard time wrapping your head around that so you are really going to love this next part.  But it is clear from this passage that God expects us to give above and beyond the tithe.  Otherwise He would not talk about offerings.  He even says that He is being robbed in offerings.  That indicates that the offerings are His.  So when we don’t give them to Him we are stealing from Him.  Come on!  That is strong God!  And yet, day after day we look at promise after promise that He has given us.  The fact that He requires a little something of us really shouldn’t cause us so much heartburn.  But there is little that is more controversial and misunderstood of Biblical principles.  People really don’t want to hear that God wants them to give something.  Isn’t that amazing with all that He has given us, wants to give us and has promised us.  It’s not like He is asking for 90% and asking us to live on 10%.

I know that many of your churches have different doctrines regarding tithes, offerings and pledges.  But just ask yourself this one question.  From where did those doctrines arise?  Are they purely from the church’s need to finance its programs?  Was there a divine source?  If it came from God, how can it contradict His word?  

I know this really challenges some of you but there are very good reasons God has required the tithe of us.  Yeah, I know some of you will say that tithing is from the “Old Testament” or the “Old Covenant.”  I honestly don’t think that even deserves a response but for those of you who are sincere rather than just looking for an excuse not to tithe or give gifts let me give you two things to think about.

If the Old Testament people who were under compulsion from the law gave 10 percent of their income, how much more should we who are under grace, who have received the Christ, give?  Secondly, all those promises that we cling to, that we believe and that we hold up to God, many of those are in the Old Testament too.  Do you expect all of those promises to have passed away? Of course not! That is ridiculous.  The Bible says that, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.” (Hebrews 13: 8) and that is New Testament.  The truth is, the things that make us uncomfortable we claim passed away somehow but the parts we like, we keep.  

Lastly, why am I bothering to teach you about this?  Not because I want to but because God wants you informed.  He wants you to tithe.  I do not stand to gain from you embracing this teaching.  Most of you have a home church to which you will give your tithe.  Others of you, I know, are supporting many ministries.  I want you to learn this because I want you blessed and I want this entire nation to grow in the glory and blessing of our Lord.  But here is the thing, it begins with you.
971. Thursday, November 18, 2010

Malachi 3: 10 – 11
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.  Then I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it may not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes,” says the Lord of hosts.

Yesterday’s message was pretty hard and the whole topic is uncomfortable for some folks, BUT here is the good news.  And don’t you know that the gospel is Good News?   Everything God said is for our benefit.

So now this section of Malachi 3 is just as loud to me as yesterday’s passage.  God comes right out and tells us why He has made this requirement.  And that is not like God.  He doesn’t usually tell us why He wants us to do a thing.  We are supposed to just trust Him and do as He says.  He tells us here that we are the one’s that supply His house.

Then, no sooner does He gets these words out of His mouth than He starts making some BIG promises: 1) He will open the windows of heaven for you, 2) He will pour out a blessing on you so huge that you will not be able to contain it and, 3) He will rebuke the devourer for you.  Now, any one of those is enough but all three is really above and beyond.  

But I want you to see and understand that the promises He makes are part of the same sentence as the dictate to bring the tithe into the church and the explanation of why He gave the directive in the first place.  In other words, in the same breath He starts telling you about the benefit to you when you stock the storehouse of God.  The reason these are all together is that provision for you is the reason He wants you to give in the first place.  He is telling you something for your own good.  He is so adamant about this that He invites you to test Him in this.  Isn’t that remarkable? Wow!  God wants you to put Him to the test.  He wants to bless you and He wants to protect your seed and your harvest.  He is trying to show you how His kingdom operates.  He is trying to get you to let Him into your finances so that He can be the cultivator and protector of your harvest.  

You see, we are in covenant with God.  When you take care of the finances of His house, you have just invited and given permission to Him to take care of the finances of your house.  It really is that simple.  That is what He is trying to get over to you.  He is trying to get something to you, not something from you.  He wants to stand in your garden and protect it from the devourer.  You have sown seed when you give into God’s house, so you are due a harvest.  He is going to watch over that crop until the harvest if full and ripe.  That is what it means when he says your vines won’t cast their grapes or fruit.  Fruit which has fallen off of the vine is no good.  It needs to stay on the vine until it is ripe, receiving nutrients, and then it is picked at the height of maturity.

If we could really grasp this, I mean really get it down into our hearts and into our understanding, we would never hesitate to give to God.  No, we would give with great joy and excitement.  When you are a tither, you can make a demand on God’s resources.  When hard economic times come, you know with confidence that your harvest is protected by God.  You will increase while others decrease because your wealth is tied to God rather than to the economy.  If something bad heads in your direction, you will have the boldness to stand strong in the promises of God.  You won’t have to ask God about your finances.  That is already handled.  You will just stand firm with that shield of faith out in front of you declaring and decreeing the Word of God.  

So tithing is good news.  Tithing is good for you.  It was designed to bless you and protect your finances.  It is part of God’s kingdom resources.  You need to be a tither today more than anytime in the past.  I know it is tough when you first start, but start.  Get involved in God’s economic system.  Don’t let another day go by that you don’t tell God you want in.  If you don’t have an income, find something, anything to sow into His kingdom.  You can always give time.  You can probably find something of value in your house that will really bless someone else.  Just do whatever you need to do in order to become part of God’s economy.  Get in on His system today.
972. Friday, November 19, 2010

2 Corinthians 9: 7

Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
Here is a New Testament anchor pin for you.  One should see from this verse that God does not mandate your giving at every expense.  In the Old Testament He had to just tell people what to do.  That was before the Holy Spirit was given.  Now He expects us to be led by the Spirit.  So He should not have to set out a lot of rules for us because love directs and informs us.  As you have seen, God wants you to be a giver and there are plenty of scriptures that tell us that.  But He does not want you to give grudgingly.  He wants you to give out of a heart that is full of the love and joy that we have in Christ Jesus.

You see, although God has directed us to give both tithes and offerings, He is very concerned that we give from our hearts.  He wants our giving to be done in the joy of the Lord.  And really that isn’t that hard.  When we really put our minds on all that God has done for us, it is only natural for us to want to give something back.  God’s desire is that our gift be a love gift.  He required 10% plus offerings from the Israelites.  I am sure that He would expect that love would offer more and never under compulsion.  If your tithe or your offering is given only because you feel pressured to give, then just keep it.  Don’t let your giving to God be under that circumstance.  You are supposed to be in a love relationship with our God.  If you really don’t want to give Him anything, then you shouldn’t.  But when you are in touch with who you are to God and how much He loves you, then your giving can be a time of celebration and great joy.

How much do you want to receive a Christmas present from someone who really doesn’t want to give you a present?  How do you feel about it when you know there was no thought in it and no love.  I would rather have nothing, wouldn’t you?  A gift given under those tense conditions is no gift at all.  It is more like an insult.  God would rather avoid that situation with you.  He doesn’t want you to resent gifts you give to Him.  It really is not worth it.  He doesn’t need your money.  He wants the relationship that is behind a cheerful givers gift.  Yes, I believe we should all tithe and I believe we should give beyond the 10%.  I know God wants our finances linked with Him through the covenant.  But the bottom line is that your giving needs to come from love.  If you don’t want to give to the Lord, then by all means don’t do it under some order or compulsion.  Give because you love Him, because you want to bless other people, because you want to support the work of the ministry and because you want to see people set free.  Love God and love His people.  And be a giver, but only if you can be a cheerful giver.

973. Monday, November 22, 2010

Isaiah 31: 33
“But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the Lord, “I will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”

This is the crux of the new covenant.  I am especially moved by the latter part where God says that He will be our God and we will be His people.  This is where we are today.  God wishes to be your personal God and you and me to be His people.  There is a very personal, intimate anticipation in this.  It is about the relationship that we are to enter into.  No longer is God to be a distant and removed God, who can only be approached by a few select people, but rather a personal God with whom we have direct contact.

Jesus told us in John 14: 23 that He and His father would come and make their abode with us.  He also told us in the 17th verse that the Holy Spirit abides with us and in us.  You see, this is a shift from the Old Testament relationship.  In the new covenant, God wants to be a very personal God to us all.  He no longer has His presence in an ark but rather in us as we have become the temple of the new covenant. 

His word is now a part of our hearts by the Holy Spirit and by the son himself.  We have been told that Jesus is the word (John 1: 1-14).  Here we see that the word, Jesus, has come to live in our hearts.  Additionally, the Holy Spirit who has been charged with teaching us and guiding us into all the truth (John 14: 26, 16:13) has made His home in our hearts.  So, the word has now been written to our hearts and is in our hearts.

The God of all creation, the God who made the sun, all the planets and every star, who made the trees, all animals and us, has come to live inside of you.  He has chosen you as His temple.  You are His chosen people.  This is what God has been looking forward to for millennia, that we should be His people and He should be our own God.  You are the realization of His ambition.

These are the days.  We are the prophesied people.  You are no lowly worm of the dirt.  You are the chosen people of Almighty God.  You are the culmination of all of His desires and plans for thousands of years.  That should make an impression on you and hopefully make you feel differently about yourself.  Maybe it makes you consider your relationship with the Father a bit differently.  Collectively we are the body of Christ.  Individually you are a member of the body.  You are important to God, immensely important.  Don’t let anyone tell you otherwise.
974. Tuesday, November 23, 2010

Jeremiah 32: 38 – 41
“And they shall be My people, and I will be their God; and I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me always, for their own good, and for the good of their children after them.  And I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me.  And I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will faithfully plant them in this land with all My heart and with all My soul.”

God’s great passion and great desire is to do good for you.  This is a beautiful passage of God expressing His heart towards his people, you.  There are two things you should understand as you read it though.  The word “fear” has to be read carefully in the Bible.  It does not represent fear as we know it.  Fear in this sense is a reverential fear.  It might be akin to awe.  The Message translation uses the word respect.  It is not the sort of fear that makes one run from the source.  God wants us to stand in reverential awe of Him so that He can be our God and so that we may trust Him.  It is for our good rather than His that He wants us to have this perspective of Him.  He wants you to have confidence as you stand under His wings.

The other part that is grammatically confusing is where the passage reads, “I will not turn away from them, to do them good.”  Read that like a numbered list, i.e. 1) I will not turn away from them, 2) I will not fail to do them good.  The NIV translation reads this way, “I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop doing good to them.”

We have a good God whose sole aim is to create good for us.  His desire is to cause us to live blessed, happy, good lives.  He brings good to our lives.  How can He say it that we can hear it?  He is not the author of evil tidings.  He does not put bad in our lives, not even so that we might learn.  That is not the covenant that He has made with us.  Our part of the covenant is to be His people. We do that by confessing Jesus as Lord and being born again.  By so doing, we become members of His family.  The rest of it is on Him and I don’t see one place where He has said that He will send a constant flood of problems so that we might learn and grow so that we might be worthy of Him and of His many gifts.  The scriptures don’t say, “They will be worthy and I will then bless them.”  He knows who and what we are.  He knew our condition when He made the above statement.  His desire isn’t for you to be a genius, knowing everything so that you can earn your way into heaven.  His desire is for you to be His kid and Him to be your loving Father.  He just wants you to say yes to being His kid.  That is the entirety of your part under the covenant.  We are to be His people.  Hopefully we do grow because kids are supposed to grow but that is not the purpose of this whole covenant.  Many of us completely have the horse before the cart.

We need to get a revelation of our standing with God and His relationship with us.  We can’t move forward as a body until we understand our covenant.  We can do good for our nation, we can do good for the world but only once we realize that we are God’s kids.  Once we understand our relationship, we might start acting like kids of the king.  We might begin walking in our office.  We might then become part of the good that God wants to bring.
975. Wednesday, November 24, 2010

Job 5: 20 – 22, 24
In famine He will redeem you from death, and in war from the power of the sword.  You will be hidden from the scourge of the tongue, neither will you be afraid of violence when it comes.  You will laugh at violence and famine, neither will you be afraid of wild beasts.  And you will know that your tent is secure, for you will visit your abode and fear no loss.

We are in the midst of both famine and war.  The economy has been through the ringer and is not rebounding as quickly as we would have hoped.  As a matter of fact, it seems that there is great demand at food banks this year despite the fact that the economy was supposed to be on its way back up.  

We’ve got troops deployed around the world and, the effects of the war against terror have certainly crossed our borders.  The new body scanners and “pat downs” at airports is clear evidence of that.  And yet amongst it all, God has told us that we need not fear.

Fear, that is the real problem here.  If we trusted God, if we believed His words and trusted in His leading, we wouldn’t have to leave all of our personal liberties at the door of the airports.  We have young women and men all over the world putting their lives on the line to protect our liberties and then we just give them away at home.  Why, pray tell, are we sending them to the middle east and asking them to put their very lives at risk if we are just going to give away all of our civil liberties at home?  This is a very sobering question, and one we should start asking ourselves.

Most of the answer is that we are motivated by fear.  People are so afraid that they are willing to absorb insane amounts of radiation from a body scanner or have people grope them so as to make sure that no one boards an airplane carrying explosives.  First of all, the body scanners do not detect some of the most prevalent forms of explosive.  Second of all, everyone is subjected to invasive forms of detection whether or not there is even a hint of a suspicion much less a reasonable suspicion that a person may be concealing explosives.

By way of elucidation, how many people think it is acceptable for a police officer to stop you on the street and search you doing a pat down?  There are laws against such an action and there have been many a court case establishing such prohibitions. Most people would find that kind of behavior reprehensible.  And yet, we willing allow TSA workers, people who have not had the training of a police officer, to search us publically without any suspicion of wrong doing whatsoever.  And why?  Fear.

When this passage in Job was written God must have had today in mind.  He must have looked into the future and tried to reassure us by telling us that we could rely Him.  Fear is a killer.  The terrorists are not stripping us of our rights.  It is not the terrorists who screen our phone calls and internet communication.  It is not bombers who are invading every facet and area of our lives.  They are in caves somewhere laughing at how we are our own worst enemy.  We have done much more damage to ourselves than they ever could have.  We willing give up our rights left and right so that we won’t have to worry and yet our fear is not in the least alleviated.  We are more terror stricken every day and all of our “safety measures” are making things worse instead of better.  Then when there are increased instances of cancer we blame God.  What do we expect the outcome to be when we irradiate people at the levels we are?  Why are we so surprised when a school child or a normally passive co-worker goes “postal?”  Personal liberty and privacy rights are not just nice phrases.  They are essential to the human being.  Without them, people feel smothered, suffocated and emotionally claustrophobic.  Eventually they can’t take it anymore and they lash out.  And we act surprised.  George Orwell’s book 1984 foresaw this day. 

These rights and liberties have been sacredly guarded and protected because they are an essential and necessary part of being human and living a civil life. They are the rights that our forefathers gave all of their personal wealth and lives fighting for.  And we thank them and the God that they trusted by just giving away these rights willy-nilly.  What happened to our courage and our belief in a big God?  Are we really the descendants of people who would rather die than succumb to domination by a governmental power?  Have we completely forgotten our history and our heritage?

What will it take for Americans and especially Jewish and Christian Americans to find their strength and courage?  Consider this a rallying cry or an indictment.  I for one am tired of Americans tucking their tails between their legs and cowering like whipped dogs.  I do not expect the government to solve all of my problems for me and I will not give away all of my rights.  And excuse me for saying that only cowards are willing to flush all of our civil liberties, our rights that generations of Americans have fought and died for down the toilet.  If we are not willing to stand up for our rights then we are not worthy of all of the veterans and civilians who have sacrificed everything so that we could have a life worth living.

They remembered their God.  They trusted their God and relied on Him.  Is this generation of Americans able to stand with the same kind of fortitude as our ancestors or are we all soft and cowards?  My God is well able and is willing.  Who will stand?  Read today’s verse again.  Hear a big God speak.  Dare to believe Him.  

Holiday

976. Monday, November 29, 2010

Matthew 9: 13
“But go and learn what this means, ‘I desire compassion and not sacrifice,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.

Jesus was referring to a passage in Hosea where God told His people that He was looking for devotion rather than offerings.  Clearly Jesus did not think that the Pharisees had yet learned what God was saying to them.  The point though is that God is not impressed by pharisaical offerings and service.  He wants us to love with a pure heart.  Godly love will reveal itself through compassion.

Jesus had once again been accosted and criticized by the Pharisees.  But knowing what they were thinking and saying he tried to lead them into understanding.  Jesus drew a distinction here.  The sacrifice represents all of the works of the flesh and all of the ritualistic service of the Pharisees.  But Jesus is looking to the heart condition.  He tells them that God is more interested in them having a kind, loving and compassionate heart than to do Him ritualistic service.  God, and Jesus, is more concerned with our heart than our works.  God would rather that we are kind and loving than that we show ourselves as religious perfectionists.

And this is so typical of God.  He is so much less concerned about our performance in church as our expression outside of church.  The Pharisees’ approach is very self-oriented while God was, and is, trying to get people to be others centered.  Service to our God is not about getting our cards punched.  This is no longer Vacation Bible School.  It’s not about getting a gold star for attendance and another one for reciting a Bible verse perfectly.  That was our training when we were children.  Now that training and our faith are supposed to have an outward expression.  Much was sown into us by pastors and teachers.  Those seeds were supposed to grow into a heart of compassion whereby we are not judgmental.  Instead we embrace and bless the broken.  We pray for and feed the needy.  And we can learn to show compassion to the sinner who at least has the excuse that they don’t know Jesus.  

Further, the Pharisees would have done well to keep their criticism to themselves.  This is another important lesson that we can learn from this passage.  But they would be critical of Jesus because He was doing all the things they were not.  It is much easier to criticize someone else than to clean up your own short comings.

So, let us pray.  And let us ask Father for forgiveness because most of us have fallen short in this area.  Thank God we have the right to repent and begin anew.  Let us show the compassion of the Father to all we meet and refuse to criticize and judge others.  By this we will bring joy to the heart of Father and show people the real meaning of Christianity.
977. Tuesday, November 30, 2010

Proverb 19: 17
He who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his good deed.

Although this passage was written before Jesus came in the flesh to walk this earth, it is that very Christmas spirit that this verse celebrates.  And that is what I hear in it, a celebration because at this time of year we truly are at our best.  All that Jesus is fills us to overflowing.  So many of you give to the needy all year long and yet at Christmas you are digging even a little bit deeper to give even more.  It is a glorious thing and to be highly praised.  Many of you have not had a lot to give this year and yet you have done it anyway.  Well, God bless you.  And what you have done for others, may God do for you even more abundantly.

You bless the heart of God because you are so willing to take care of His kids.  You are a lamp to a lost and dying world.  I pray that God give you more and more seed so that you can sow into the lives of more people.  Jesus said that what you have done for any one of his, you have done unto him.  You have fed him and clothed him.  You have built him homes and paid his utility bills.  I pray that your spirit is contagious so that we all increasingly find ways to help those in need.  This Christmas season as you are baking cookies for friends and neighbors and making the red kettles ring, don’t forget to look around you for the need.  There may be people in your daily life that really could use a blessing that will never benefit from the charities that we support.  Maybe someone at work or at church really needs some help.

I bless you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and pray that you are abundantly supplied with every good thing for the equipping of the saints in Him.  May He shower upon you gifts from a grateful God.  May you know the joy of Him this season in full.  Glory to God in the highest.
978. Wednesday, December 1, 2010

Proverb 23: 4
Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, cease from your consideration of it.

There is sometimes confusion over what part the Old Testament plays in a New Testament people.  And I don’t say that it is always an easy answer but this verse gives an excellent opportunity to see how the Old and New Testaments work together.  

Hebrews 13: 8 says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  That means that God has not changed His mind or principles.  True we are no longer living under the Levitical priesthood so some things have changed but not God nor those premises that He sought to teach the Old Testament people.  Jesus didn’t come here to throw out everything that God had been teaching for thousands of years.  Jesus himself said, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill” (Matthew 5: 17).  Jesus became the embodiment of the law.  He changed it from a bunch of rules to a lifestyle.  His life and ministry took the legalism out of the law, turning it into a passion.  His coming and his leaving takes us deeper where our relationship with him is the focus but yet embodies all of the law and prophets.  And our relationship with him, with the Father and with the Holy Spirit would have contained all of these elements even if we had never seen, heard of or read an Old Testament text.  So when you love Jesus, you automatically love the law and want to do those things that the prophets taught, even had the law never been taught.  Compassion which comes from our love of Jesus now drives us to do all the things that the prophets had to instruct and order the Old Covenant people to do.

One of the things I love is seeing where the Old Testament text and the New Testament intersect.  I enjoy seeing the fulfillment of the Old Testament and those mirror images of each other.  For example, let’s look at this text from the book of Matthew.  “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there will you heart be also.  No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6: 19-21, 24).  Then Jesus went on to speak about not being anxious about our needs and concluded with, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6: 33).  Jesus’ teaching in Matthew says the same thing as the proverb.  It just took Jesus more words because He wasn’t just laying down a law.  Rather, He was teaching the substance of the law.  He was teaching why that rule was ever given to us.  He could have just quoted the Proverb to us but He came to lead us and teach us rather than to give edicts.  Under the new Covenant we are supposed to be able to understand, use wisdom and thereby make good choices for ourselves.  We are still supposed to refrain from chasing after material wealth.  We are still supposed to keep our minds from the consideration of it and our needs but now we have a more full explanation. 

Jesus came to set us free from the bondage of the law but as you see, the basic tenets have not changed.  The legalism is gone but love compels.
979. Thursday, December 2, 2010

John 16: 33
These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage, I have overcome the world.

Revelation 12: 11

And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony.

God awakened me early in the morning last weekend with this verse on my mind.  I had been reading some material that just didn’t sit well.  I had a lot of questions.  People need answers and I needed answers.  

What God showed me in the middle of the night is that the way that we prevail over the troubles of life requires the participation of both Jesus and us.  The solution to your problem is the dynamic duo, you and God.  You see, when God woke me up with that scripture, He was showing me that in order for us to live the abundant life He has designed for us we must partnership with Him.  Jesus said that He had already overcome the world so we shouldn’t be discouraged.  The question remains, though, how do we appropriate Jesus’ victory and apply it to our problems?  God showed me that it is through the power of our testimony.  

You see, it takes you and Jesus to defeat the devil’s schemes.  Revelation 12: 11 reveals to us that Jesus has already done His part.  His shed blood beat the devil forever.  He has defeated the devil and overcome the world.  “But, the devil is still out there stealing, killing and destroying (John 10: 10) you say.”  Right you are.  We’ve now got to do our part.  We have to use our words.  Our weapon, our sustaining victory, is the word of our testimony.  Ephesians 6: 14-17 lists our spiritual armor and the one weapon we have.  Our one weapon is the “sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (verse 17).  

So, there is our answer, the answer to our every problem.  Jesus has poured out his blood, his sacrifice forever sealing the devil’s fate.  Our part of the battle is to speak the Word of God letting it be our testimony.  The Word of God has an answer for whatever crisis we encounter.  Yes, Jesus has defeated the devil but you have to participate in your own solution.  You must apply His victory to your life by speaking His word.  Don’t only pray asking Father to fix your problem.  Yes, do that, but go beyond that and do as we are instructed to do.  Speak the Word of God that addresses your issue.  Speak it everyday and especially any time doubt assails you.  Look this is a battle.  The devil isn’t going to lie down just because you say one prayer.  You’ve got to let the blood of Jesus speak for you and that is done by the Word of your testimony.

980. Friday, December 3, 2010

Proverb 3: 4
So you will find favor and good repute in the sight of God and man.

God wants you to have favor with Him and with people.  That is why He put this verse in the Bible, to instruct you in how to obtain favor.  Read verse 3 to find what you should do.  I want to, instead, give you a mini-study on favor so that you will be clear that this is something God has established and ordained for you.

In Proverb 8: 35 Wisdom is speaking.  She says, “For he who finds me finds life, and obtains favor from the Lord.”  Psalm 111: 10 says that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  So, putting those together and remembering that the fear of the Lord is a reverential awe instead of terror, we find that revering God brings us the favor of God.  Those who love and revere God will find favor and wisdom.  

We see examples of God’s favor in both the Old and New Testaments.  “Now the boy Samuel was growing in stature and in favor both with the Lord and with men” 1 Samuel 2: 26.  Luke 2: 

52 records the favor of another important figure, “And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.”

So this brief walk through the scriptures shows a definite pattern.  God has provided for us to walk in His favor.  He also expects you to have favor with people.  So then, each morning when you say your prayers ask God for favor for the day.  Remind yourself of Proverb 3: 4 and that you are supposed to have favor with God and men.  Speak favor over your life every day and when you see it manifest make sure you give God all the credit and glory, with Thanksgiving.
981. Monday, December 6, 2010

Exodus 14: 15 - 16, 21

The Red Sea is divided

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me?  Tell the sons of Israel to go forward.  And as for you, lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go through the midst of the sea on dry land.”

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord swept the sea back by strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters were divided.

So, my question is, “Who parted the Red Sea?”  Was it Moses or was it God?
Throughout Biblical history God has raised up people through whom He could move.  Or perhaps it is more accurate that He has searched and found a person of faith through whom He could work.  God waited for Moses to be ready.  Why didn’t God free His people Israel 30 years earlier?  He needed a person He could work with.

Now, I am not saying that God cannot intervene directly in the lives of people but if you look at the historical record you will see that is not His typical method.  In Genesis, God gave the earth to mankind and He has respected that this is our planet.  He has by His own decisions and His covenant with mankind, limited His direct involvement in the affairs of men.  So many times people wonder why God has not taken some action or another. There would be the answer.  He has given this earth to us and He gave us the authority to govern it.

It is important for us to understand that God has given us a role to play in this earth.  It is not true that our only job is to pray for Him to move in the earth.  That is a great thing to do and I wish that everyone prayed daily.  The truth is, though, that the sea did not part until Moses raised his staff.  You see, God combines His power with our obedience and faith and creates a miracle.  We need to see that we are a vital part of the equation though.  Even Jesus could not perform miracles where there was no faith.  We see this in the book of Matthew where it reads, “And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief” (v. 58).  Even Jesus was limited by the doubt and unbelief of the people and He was walking there right in their midst.  How much more is this true today?

So there are two issues here.  First, our own unbelief can shutdown the miracle of God and secondly, God needs a person to work through.  We have sat on the sidelines long enough waiting for God to fix all of our problems.  He is been awaiting us just like he waited for Moses.  He said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me?  Stretch out your hand.”  

I know this is hard to hear and may run afoul of some our Christian traditions but Jeremiah 23: 28 says “Let him who has My word speak My word in truth.”  That means we cannot hide the light under the bushel basket any longer.  While it is a great deal more comfortable to sit by and wait for God to perform, the truth is that there is a job for us to do.  We have been joined in a partnership with God almighty.  It is called a covenant.   The battle is won and the problems overcome by the combined authority of us and the Lord.  It is the tandem acts of the Lord and us that carries the day as was revealed in Revelation 12: 11.   We have something to say.  And if we are not saying it and if we are not reaching out our hand where instructed, then the sea shall remain undivided.

Each of us has our own “Egyptian horde” chasing and harassing us.  We all need a miracle in some aspect of our life.  Ask the Lord, your God, to reveal to you your role in dividing the sea. Pray, also, that he might raise up a Moses in the land.

982. Tuesday, December 7, 2010

John 7: 14
The Jews therefore were marveling, saying, “How has this man become learned, having never been educated?”

I was asked a very good question recently.  It is one we all must consider at some time.  And we should be well prepared.  The question really goes to the problem of whom we should trust to deliver the Word of God to us.  Television preachers seem to arise every day as well others who wish us to believe they are called by God to preach.  Even I.  Why should you trust me or any preacher in a pulpit or on television?

Jesus warned us about deception in the last days.  “And many false prophets will arise, and will mislead many.”  So, we are wise to use discernment in choosing to whom we will listen.

In the world, the first thing we do is to look at a person’s credentials.  What degree do they have?  Where did they go to school?  What experience have they and with whom?  This is not a bad question per se but the problem is that first, it is the world’s way of thinking and judging, not God’s.  Therefore its effectiveness is going to be limited and possibly even skewed.  Secondly, when a false prophet comes into the world, he is probably going to have very good credentials.  If a deceiver is sent into your community, he is not going to have the obvious short comings.  That would make him easily detectible.  

Just because someone has good credentials, maybe attended the best seminary, doesn’t mean that he is anointed by God to bring the good news of the gospel.  Conversely, just because someone does not have a seminary degree does not mean that God isn’t using them to set the captives free.  The best examples of this are Jesus and Saul (later to be renamed Paul).  Jesus was “uneducated” and without the first credential.  Saul on the other hand, was a Pharisee of Pharisees.  He studied with the master of the time.  He had the very best education, degrees and credentials.  And yet Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and power and went about doing good (Acts 10: 38) while Saul persecuted Christians.  Who was operating in the will of the Lord and speaking the Word from God?  Fortunately Saul got turned around, was renamed Paul and went about doing great things for the Kingdom of God.  His great education and credentials did not save him from the Jewish leadership then though.

Jesus, knowing we would face these difficult times, offered advice as to how we are to discern his chosen from would be deceivers and false prophets.  “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  “You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?” Matthew 7: 15 -16.

We are to recognize people by their fruit.  If their fruit is good, then the tree is good.  But don’t forget that you can pray and ask your Father for wisdom.  He can guide you to those who are anointed by Him to teach the gospel.

Lastly, from experience I have noticed that those with a strong anointing on them rarely are those who only and always tickle your ears.  In other words, they don’t always say what you want to hear.  The people that God has called will often challenge you and challenge your thinking.  They will inspire you to do something.  The deceivers will attempt to lull you to sleep while the true apostles will call you to some action.  If you look through the Bible you will notice that God’s called were always shaking up the people.  They were trying to awaken the people to God’s voice.  So if someone is shaking you up a bit, don’t turn him off right away.  That may be the one God has sent.  If that preacher is making you a little bit uncomfortable, before you shut them down, ask God about it.  That is probably the very person God has sent into your life.

God wants you to grow, especially in these last days.  Therefore, the people he is sending are going to challenge us.  He has a whole nation of folks to stir up so don’t be surprised if the voices you hear begin to challenge the status quo just like Jesus did in His day.  If there is going to be a great awakening, there are going to have to be some alarm clocks.
983. Wednesday, December 8, 2010

2 Timothy 4: 2 – 4
Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.  
Today’s verse and word is the obverse of yesterday’s message.  This passage was written to pastors, ministers, teachers, preachers, etc.  You see the instruction that pastors and teachers are under from the Lord.  There is much that can be taught from this passage but I wish you to see two items in particular.

First, look at the method and means God gives as direction for ministers of the gospel.  He expects us all to instruct and He warns us to be ready at all times.  Furthermore, He charges all ministers to be patient.  God knows that great patience is going to be required so he is telling ministers, be prepared to exercise great patience because you are going to need it.  

Secondly, as to the means and methods, He directs His ministers saying reprove, rebuke and exhort.  Well, to those sitting in the pews, which is us all, only the last one is good news and but even exhortation is not always comfortable.  Certainly, though, none of us wants to be confronted with reproof or rebukes.  None the less, God is telling his ministers that they must foremost preach the word.  But, with preaching the word there sometimes comes reproof, rebukes and exhortation and to not forsake any of them.  

The other point I want you to see is that God knew that the congregations were going to want to hire preachers who would just tell them what they wanted to hear, to tickle their ears so to speak.  So He comes right out and warns preachers about it.  God says, “Preach the word.”  He is exhorting ministers to preach and teach the truth even if it does make folks uncomfortable.  The truth needs to be foremost.  A bunch of pretty words and comfortable doctrines are not going to help anyone.  Freedom is in the truth.  So understand that when a minister of God’s word does tell you the truth, it is not always going to be comfortable but it is what God wants you to hear because God wants you to be free.  He wants every bondage broken off of you.  That is not going to come from nice, little nursery rhymes.  Freedom comes from knowing the truth.
984. Thursday, December 9, 2010

John 6: 63
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.

This text is best read in context; the passages I have listed below for you.  This is a difficult teaching; one hard to understand and hard to swallow especially when read in its totality.  I am only going to deal with this one small portion though, intending to convey the importance of the words that Jesus spoke.  I would, however, comment that Jesus’ words are not only those found in red type but rather that Jesus’ continued to speak through Paul, Peter, James and John.

Jesus’ said that the reason for his coming is so that we might have life and that more abundantly (John 10: 10).  Here he tells us that life comes from the Spirit.  It is from the Spirit of God that we have life.  Then Jesus says that the words he spoke are life and are spirit.  

It is not difficult to conclude, therefore, that in order to have the abundant life that Jesus came to give us we must pay heed to the words he spoke.  Moreover, it seems a fair suggestion that if his words are actual life, then it is wise to read them more than once.  

Who has not watched a movie or read a book for the second time and seen something that they did not see before?  Surely everyone has experienced that.  The same is true of reading the Bible.  Sometimes I jest with Father that He has managed to sneak things into my Bible while I sleep.  I can read something many, many times and then go back and read it again and swear it has changed.  I see something totally new.  Of course it is I that has changed.  I suppose the Bible is much like the proverbial onion.  We understand it in layers.  Perhaps as the layers are stripped off of us we are able to understand the deeper meaning in the Bible.  In any event, there is such richness in the Word of God.  It is life to those who partake of it.  We are to consume it as the bread sent from heaven the same as the manna from heaven fed the Israelites while they were in the desert.  It is life and sustenance and none of us will have life, much less rich, abundant life without routinely feeding on this bread.  In this case we want to be fat; fat on the Word of God.  The more of the Word we put in us, the more of the life of God will be poured out on us and in us.  

Thanksgiving is behind us for this year but everyday can be a feast day if you choose.  Celebrate today with a double helping of the Word of God.  You are going to be blessed by what you find in there.  

Additionally Read John 7: 59 - 65
985. Friday, December 10, 2010

John 6: 66 – 67
As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew, and were not walking with Him anymore.  Jesus said therefore to the twelve, “You do not want to go away also, do you?”  Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have words of eternal life.”
Verse sixty-six tells us that many ceased to follow Jesus because of a difficult teaching.  Do you realize which teaching it was that caused many to fall away?  It was the one that was in the Word of the Day yesterday.

Jesus had many followers.  His disciples were considerably more than just the twelve apostles.  We think so often of just the twelve but that was only his executive cabinet if you will.  People followed him everywhere he went trying to get in on all of his teachings.  Then he taught something difficult, something they didn’t want to hear and they fell away.  It is just as 2 Timothy 4: 3 - 4 warns.

Jesus, knowing that people were choking on his words, turned also to the twelve and asked them if they wanted to leave as well.  Peter answered wisely though.  He had actually listened to and heard the word that Jesus had just spoken.  He had just told all of those people that his words were spirit and life and they immediately began to spit them out.  Jesus’ preaching did not tickle their ears.  Furthermore, he began to teach them the deeper things and they couldn’t handle it.  They could only handle the milk when he was endeavoring to give them a little bread and meat.

But Peter and the twelve were wise.  They had just heard Jesus say that his words were life.  Even if they couldn’t understand the depth of all that Jesus was teaching, even if they couldn’t swallow it at that time, they had the good sense to just hang on until such a time that they could.  

Many of us do the same thing that some of Jesus’ disciples did in this passage.  When things get tough, when the Pastor steps on our toes, we leave.  We might think the Pastor is wrong in what he is teaching but the reality is probably that we just aren’t mature enough to understand it yet.  As more of our layers are peeled off and we become deeper people, we will have the ability to understand.

If nothing else, don’t be a quitter.  Don’t be the modern version of these people who walked away from Jesus.  Can you imagine such a thing?  They had the opportunity that we would love to have, to sit at the feet of the master and they abandoned it because it got a little tough.  For goodness sakes!  I don’t want to be one of those people and I hope you don’t either.  Can you imagine what those folks will say when they face Christ one day?  What would you say to him?  I know what I want to be able to say, “For all my faults and short comings, I hung in there.  I am still with you Jesus.”  

Jesus said, “Blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me” (Matthew 11: 6).  He was warning people that it wouldn’t always be easy following him.  But he said that we would be blessed if we didn’t allow ourselves to fall away.  So let us not be tripped up by him or his word.  Do not forsake Jesus or his teaching.  That means you keep on pursuing him.  You keep on partaking of his word.  It doesn’t mean just showing up in church and warming a pew for an hour while all along not listening to a word that Jesus is ministering.  Remember, God is sending alarm clocks into the body of Christ.  They are going to shake up some folks.  Just hang on.  Pray for enlightenment and trust Jesus.  You are his disciples, his beloved.  Don’t withdraw from him.
986. Monday, December 13, 2010

1 John 3: 17
But whoever has the world’s goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?

While this verse is a condemnation of some people’s actions, its converse is a celebration of the love that has been shed abroad in your heart (Romans 5: 5).  The apostle John was always talking about love.  Here is saying, how can we be flush with the love of God and yet not be charitable to our brothers and sisters.  The answer, of course, is that we cannot.  When the love of God is in you, you begin to have compassion.  That compassion motivates charity and giving.

John wants us to give but it is not for giving’s sake.  He expects the love that God has poured into us to rouse us to acts of kindness.  When we are experiencing God’s love, we don’t have to motivate ourselves to give.  We do not begrudge the necessity of giving.  And we most certainly do not give in satisfaction of “Christian works.”  Love just compels us.  We give because we want to and because it warms our hearts.  It celebrates who we are in Christ.  Because he first loved, because he first gave, we become full of his love.  Then his overflowing love just wants to do for others.

I send this word to you today in celebration of you and the love that has been shed abroad in your hearts.  I know many of you never pass a Salvation Army kettle without dropping something in.  You have been giving to friends, neighbors, ministries and charities.  You have increased your giving this season although your income has not increased.  You are not giving because you have to.  You are giving because you want to.  I want to say, “Thank you” to you all.  You are blessing the heart of God.  When you do something even for the least in his kingdom, you do it for him.  When you feed the hungry, clothe the poor, you feed and clothe him.

I hear plenty of stories of how tough it is for many folks this year.  Your nickels and quarters do much more good than you know as God is able to multiply your gifts.  May God richly bless you this season and may you experience the very best of God this Christmas season.
987. Tuesday, December 14, 2010

Psalm 37: 1 – 3
Do not fret because of evil-doers, be not envious toward wrongdoers.  For they will wither quickly like the grass, and fade like the green herb.  Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness.  
This is such solid advice.  I remember so clearly when I learned this.  I saw mean people prospering and living the high life while “good” people had less in the way of material goods and “success.”  I thought it so unfair.  But this is when I learned the truth of Galatians 6: 7 which says that a person will reap whatever he sows.  
So while God was teaching me that verse, I was watching these people abuse others and enjoy all that life could offer.  There was a great reckoning though.  And they did reap just what they sowed.  It was not pretty.  The mighty fell and they fell hard.

God instructs us not to be envious of those people.  Don’t worry and fret because of them.  You just trust in the Lord and continue doing good like Jesus did.  Keep your mind fixed on Jesus.  Don’t even pay attention to them and their ways.  And definitely don’t be jealous of them because a day will come, and it won’t be long, that you will not want to be in their shoes.

Put all of your trust in God.  Don’t walk by sight but by faith.  That means don’t pay attention to the way things look.  God is at work and even if you don’t see the fruit of it right now, believe me, you will.  You just keep up the good work and have your faith and hope firmly fixed on Jesus and his Dad.
988. Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Psalm 37: 4 – 6
4 Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the desires of your heart.  5 Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He will do it.  6 And He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your judgment as the noonday.

Verse 4 is often quoted but I wanted you to see it in a larger context.  First of all, these are the words that follow yesterday’s word.  God tells us to pay no attention to evil doers nor be envious of them but rather to trust in Him.  Then He says to delight in Him and He will give you the desires of your heart.  So, rather than looking at the prosperity and success of the wrong doers, look to Jesus, delight in Him and He will give you your desires.  And yours won’t be fleeting like that of the evil doers.

Secondly, commit your plan to Him.  You have things you want, goals you would like to achieve.  Well, commit all those ideas and plans to Him.  Lay them before Him.  He has the strength and wisdom to bring them to pass.  What’s more, He just may have a better plan.  Trust in Him, lay your hopes and desire before Him and He will bring it to pass.

Now here is the hardest part of it.  Once you have committed your way to Him, let trust have its full measure.  More often than not, answers do not appear immediately.  It is what you do while you are waiting for Him to bring it to pass that has the greatest influence on your outcome.  Don’t wait to “see” what God is going to do.  Go ahead and start declaring it from the beginning.  Do not trust in your eyes.  Trust in your God.  Your success is going to be so great that it will be as bright as the noon son.  Those people that you once envied will be as nothing.  They will envy you.  And when you are enjoying the desires of your heart, remember the God of your heart who brought it to pass.
989. Thursday, December 16, 2010

Colossians 1: 13 - 14
For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

I wondered if we fully appreciate the truth behind this verse.  This is an immense concept.  Do we look over it lightly?  Maybe it is too difficult to fully perceive.

The miracle that our Father wrought in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection is not only a great story but it is the greatest news of the gospel.  We have been translated into the kingdom of light from the kingdom of darkness.  Jesus told us in John 8: 12 that he is “the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.”  We were legally under the authority of Satan.  But Jesus broke that bondage.  He went to hell and came out victorious and with the keys of death and hell (Revelation 1: 18).  He broke us out of hell and we became part of his victory, part of his inheritance.  Because of Jesus’ victory over hell and the grave, we have become part of the kingdom of light.

Now this is interesting.  Jesus then says that we are the light of the world (Matthew 5: 14).  When we accept the gift of salvation and receive redemption, then we are translated out of the realm of darkness and into the kingdom of light.  Then we actually become the light because we are in the light.  Jesus is the light and we are in him, so we are the light in this dark world.  This is pretty heavy but what this is really saying is that we are Jesus in this world.  We are his body.  That makes us his hands, his feet and his mouth.  We have been saved from darkness and brought into the light so that light completely infuses us.  We have become full of the very essence of Jesus if we are in him and he in us.  

All of the power of hell and the grave has been broken off of us.  We are completely regenerated in the life giving power of God.  That new life in us has the power to break the bondages off of others as well.  We have new life, a life of light and power in Christ Jesus.  Darkness no longer has any power over you.  That has got to be reason to celebrate.
990. Friday, December 17, 2010

2 Timothy 2: 23 – 24
But refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce quarrels, and the Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged.

This is a good time of year to be reminded of this scripture for while some will have an idyllic Christmas not everyone’s Christmas is straight out of a Currier & Ives print.  So we need to remember our priorities and try to keep everything in perspective.

We should keep our eyes so focused on Jesus, the hope of our calling, that the challenges of the season don’t trip us up.  Now I know I am asking a lot but I hoped by bringing this up now, we might all prepare ourselves.  See, the gift God brought us in Jesus is so far above the one that unenlightened relative gives you that it should outshine all of the insults, oversights and snide remarks.  Don’t even hear any of that stuff.  And you know the relative that never pulls their weight but always eats enough for seven guests, well, let’s just be thankful that we have been adopted into the kingdom of God.

I’m trying to use a bit of humor to remind us all of the joy of the season but I don’t take lightly the challenges and I know that you don’t either.  Some people have real tribulations during the holiday season.  And while we watch our favorite Christmas movies and sing Christmas songs, we need to appreciate that not everyone experiences a perfect Christmas holiday.

I want to encourage you now, on the 17th, to wrap the most precious gift into the folds of your heart and don’t let anything or anyone steal it from you.  Ok, there might be a challenge here and there but none of them even come close in magnitude to the grand gift God gave us.  Without Jesus we would all be lost.  So, when that thorn in your flesh tries to get under your skin this year, just hold the image of Jesus, the Christ, before your eyes.  Let the glory of who he is shine much more brightly than the ill spoken words and ill conceived gestures.  Refuse to give up your peace, which is, after all, the peace which Jesus came to give us.  Don’t let the devil have your peace or your joy no matter what he throws at you for ultimately it is he who wishes to destroy the joy of this season for you.  He wants to steal that which Jesus came to give you.  Refuse to let him win this year.  Ignore anything and everything that is not of God.  Give glory to your most Holy Father remembering that He has you in the palm of His hand.

My prayer for each of you is that the message of the season will be more real to you this year than ever before.  That the joy that is in Christ Jesus will dominate your hearts and minds and that you will feel Jesus inside of you more strongly than ever before.  I pray that the glory of His Spirit will arise inside of you until you are an extension of his love.  I ask the Lord for you to feel his closeness to you like maybe you haven’t felt in years; maybe since you were a child or maybe even never.  Let his love penetrate every fiber, every molecule, every quark of your body so that you are filled up to the full with His love and His joy.  May you be so filled with Him that His love spills out of you onto every single person you encounter.  May the joy and mercy of who He is so surround you and encapsulate you that nothing can shake you from the love of God. May you be blessed coming in and going out and may you be a blessing to every single person with whom you have contact.  May our Lord keep you in His love and glory this season.  Amen.

991. Monday, December 20, 2010

Ephesians 3: 10
… in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be make known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.

In the previous verses Paul tells us that the mystery of God was not known in earlier generations but now is made known through Christ.  God is not hiding his wisdom.  Part of his plan in sending Jesus into the earth was that He would be able to reveal all of himself to us.  All of the wisdom of the universe is now available to the children of God.

So what is your challenge today?  Is it a big problem or just something small?  You see, you have only to ask the Father because He has now made all knowledge and wisdom available in the earth.  The other thing you may need to do, though, is to learn how to hear him.  Many of us are not adept at listening to and recognizing the voice of God.

Most often His answers come as a still, small voice in your head.  Often I just “get an idea.”  Once I used to take credit for those ideas that just came to me from nowhere but now that I have learned to recognize the voice of the Lord.  It comes with practice.  Once you begin to recognize his voice the first time, it will come more and more easily.

This is part of the Holy Spirit’s job, to teach us and guide us.  So avail yourself of this benefit of being a child of God.  He has released His wisdom into the earth if we will learn to ask and learn to listen.  Don’t feel that you are alone with your problems, even the little ones.  Learn to ask for His help.  He has gone to great lengths to bring that help to you.
992. Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Isaiah 30: 20 – 21
He, your Teacher will no longer hide Himself, but your eyes will behold your Teacher.  And your ears will hear a word behind you, “This is the way, walk in it.”

Isaiah had a strong revelation of the coming of Jesus.  He prophesied his coming in specific terms and described how things would be after his coming.  In this passage he is telling us that we will hear Jesus' voice and be taught by him.  He is specifically showing the difference in the Old Testament times and after Jesus’ coming.  All of the mysteries of God that were formerly hidden are now exposed by Jesus.  Furthermore, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to lead us and to guide us into all truth.

Adam and Eve used to walk in the Garden of Eden and talk with God.  Ever since the fall of Adam, God worked to restore His children back to Him.  He longed to again walk in the cool of the evening and fellowship with His own.  Jesus’ coming to earth and giving himself in place of our sin, of actually taking our sin on to himself, was God’s master plan to allow us to walk and talk with Him again.

We’ve heard that God longs to be in fellowship with us.  We’ve heard it said that Christianity is more about a relationship than about religion.  Well, what kind of relationship can we have with someone if there is no communication?  How close do you think you can actually be with someone if you don’t occasionally talk with one another?  So much of relationship is based on sharing experiences, thoughts and dreams.  So this is an important part of our Christianity.  We must believe that we can have a close, interpersonal relationship with our Dad and then embark on those things which will draw us more closely to Him.

We are living in the days that Isaiah dreamed of.  He must have longed to live in these days.  Let us make the most of it.  Learn to fellowship with your Father daily.
993. Wednesday, December 22, 2010

Luke 2: 8 – 11
And in the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields, and keeping watch over their flock by night.  And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.  And the angels said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior who is Christ the Lord.”
Merry Christmas!  

I can’t help myself; I love this passage of scripture.  I tried not to use it this year but it is just so glorious.  I hope you feel the glory in it too.  I was struck this year by the words “which shall be for all people.”  That was a foretelling.  You see, the Jewish people had been awaiting the Messiah.  They knew he was coming.  This would be great and glorious news to them.  They alone would understand the full meaning of the coming of the Messiah.  And while Jesus walked the earth, his ministry was to the Jews.  It was only after the death and resurrection of Jesus that people actually began to understand that he came to give us all adoption as sons of daughters of the Most High.  And yet here, in the very beginning, the angel disclosed that this great thing that just happened, the birth of the baby Jesus, was to be a matter of great joy for all people.  And he is still for all people, even those who don’t know it and don’t recognize him.  He is love for them just as he is love for you.

People of the earth did respond too.  Kings came bearing gifts to him.  Somehow, although they had not had eons of teaching regarding the soon coming king, they knew something great and wonderful had happened.  This was to be a great joy to all people.  Isn’t that wonderful!

And don’t you wonder about those shepherds?  Who were they?  Why did the angel appear to them?  And what did they do with the flocks they were watching when they went into Bethlehem to see the Christ child?  The scripture says that they “came in haste and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger.”  I imagine that nothing mattered to those shepherds in that moment except finding this savior.  

So let us look too.  Let us all make great haste to find the Christ child.  Let us search anew this Christmas for the Christ, the savior, our Messiah.  Look deep in your heart.  Look in other people.  Enjoy Christmas celebrations.  This is a matter of great joy, not little joy.  Amidst all of the many things you have to do, really stop and find time for Him.  Let your heart be filled with Him and the joy of God’s great gift to us.

I wish for you such joy that your heart feels like it cannot hold a drop more.  May you be abundantly blessed this Christmas season.
994. Monday, January 3, 2011

John 9: 5
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.

Matthew 5: 14
You are the light of the world.

Jesus told us that while he was in the world, he was the light of the world.  But now that he is seated at the right hand of the Father, he left us to be the light of the world.  

It is not in our works that we are the light of the world though.  It is in our interaction with people.  We are to let our light shine and that light is Jesus inside of us.  We are not supposed to labor to show that we are the light.  Instead we are just to allow the light inside of us to shine.  Jesus inside of us is the light of glory.  He is the fulfillment of our restoration.  And we are new creatures, recreated in him.  So the hope of glory is in blessing of Jesus.  It is the resurrected Jesus shining out through us in the way we speak and the way we behave.

He is love, he is kindness.  He is gentleness and patience.  As we let his attributes shine out of us, he is glorified and people are blessed.  In this way we shine the light of Jesus.  Our effort, then, is in allowing ourselves to reveal him rather than in putting forth any certain effort or accomplishing tasks.  It really is in our surrender to his nature; allowing him to express himself in us and through us.

The way we do this is to constantly allow ourselves to be renewed by the Holy Spirit.  It is in the constant surrender of self.  This is a very comfortable place to be but it can be difficult to reach.  It is very pleasant living in Jesus and allowing him to live through us but it is very difficult to surrender our egos, our personalities, ourselves.  We can be afraid that we will become lost; that we will cease being us.  But that is not the reality.  We just become our fulfilled selves; our divine selves.  We become the people that we were meant to be.  Then it is so easy for the light of Jesus to shine through us.  Then all people will see the Jesus that transforms and makes new.
995. Tuesday, January 4, 2011

Nehemiah 10: 39
Thus we will not neglect the house of our God.

This Old Testament passage is about the commitment of the people to make sure that the house of the Lord was well supplied and taken care of.  And that is a good message all by itself.  But today when the Lord showed it to me I saw something completely different in it.

With the resurrection of Jesus, we have become the temple of God.  No longer does God have His presence in the Ark of the Covenant or the Holy of Holies.  Or rather you might say we have become the Holy of Holies.  Yahweh, our God, has come and made His abode with us.

Therefore, when we read this scripture through New Testament eyes we can hear “Do not neglect your body for it is the temple of God.”  With this being the beginning of a new year I imagine many of us are making new commitments regarding our bodies.  Perhaps you have resolved that you are going to eat better or exercise more.  Maybe you have decided that this is the year that you will finally lose that extra weight.  Well, let me add this to your New Year’s Resolutions.  You are well worth the time and effort.  You are the temple of God and you are going to need your health and your well-being so that you can carry out the plans that God has for you this year.

Everyone is busy.  That goes without saying.  But I have noticed that some people still manage to get in their workouts and take the time to eat well.  Frankly, I find that eating is a nuisance and takes up way too much time.  Yet it really is important that we nourish our bodies.  It is also important to get exercise.  Sometimes it seems to come down to a matter of priorities.

I have found in my own life that I have let my workout move to a back burner when there are other demands on my time.  What is happening there?  I am making a judgment that my workout is not as important as all the other things that need to be done.  At some level we must ask ourselves if there is some level of self-love and self-worth that is missing here.  Are the things that are important to us pushed to the back burner when others make demands of us?  Do we re-arrange our schedules and what is important to us so that we can accommodate other peoples’ needs and demands?  If so, have we done this in unhealthy ways?

We are to be others centered.  We are supposed to put the needs and wants of others ahead of our own wants.  But balance is always a key element.  We must not constantly put the demands others make on our time trump the things that we are supposed to be doing.  This becomes an even louder statement when we let other things get in the way of the things God has told us to do.  In this we create a real problem that will have long reaching ramifications.  And this even includes taking care of yourself because God is telling you to care for His temple.

I want you to love yourself enough to do the things that you need to do for you.  I am not talking about feeding your flesh and being selfish.  I am encouraging you to take care of you.  Nor do I say that you should be self-seeking and make everything that you want and want to do the most important thing.  Of course, you should be considering other people and how you can blend your schedule with theirs.  Some of you are just too self-important.  You think that everyone should bend around your schedule and what you want to do.  That is just immature and selfish and you need to swing back in the other direction.  But for those of you who are constantly sacrificing yourself and what is good for you then it is time you let this scripture speak to you.

God thinks that you are worth the time to do those things which are good for you.  He wants you to take care of you.  Think of a good mother and how she takes care of her children.  She makes certain that they get proper nutrition and rest.  She ministers to the needs of their bodies and minds and spirits.  That is what God wants you to do for yourself.  He wants you to love yourself in a caring way.

We need to take care of our bodies.  We need to eat properly and exercise.  We all know that.  And furthermore, God is requiring us to take care of this temple that He has made. What keeps us from doing the things that will help our bodies?  If it is because we don’t value ourselves enough or don’t prioritize the care of our bodies, let us rectify that today.  Really, for those of you that this really speaks to, get alone with God and let Him minister to you.  Ask Him why you have stumbled in this area?  Be really honest with Him and let Him breakthrough any of the obstacles that have hindered you in the past.  

Understand that you, yes you, are very important to Him and that he wants to see you healthy and whole.   There is not one who is insignificant in the Kingdom of God.  There is not one of you who God is not watching with loving eyes.  Even if you feel like the smallest, most insignificant person on the planet, you need to understand that God loves you with an intensity that is unparalleled.  He cares about you and He wants to see you cared for.
996. Wednesday, January 5, 2011

1 John 1: 3
And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.

John 17: 22 – 23
 “The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.” 
John 14: 23
Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.”
On Monday I sent you a verse and message about our being the light of the world now.  While Jesus was in the world, he was the light of the world but when he left, we became the light in the dark.  This is accomplished in that we have become the temple of God.  Jesus’ death and resurrection, his redemption and restoration of us, has made us God’s temple and abode.

I like these scriptures in conjunction for showing that God is light and that He has come to live inside us.  I just love that the God of the universe, the one who actually made the sun is living inside of us.  He is the light that is inside.  He is light and there is no darkness in Him.  That is how we have become the light shining through the darkness.

How glorious is it that the light of the universe (and beyond) is living inside of you?  That is why it is pointless to try to be a bright shining light.  We have only to let the light that is already inside of us out.  We are one with God and Jesus; unified in them.  Therefore when we let that nature show, our new nature, we bring glory to the kingdom of God.  God’s nature is alive in us.  We live and breathe in the light and by the light.  The light of the world has become our very essence.  

You are the light of the world.  You have the source of light living right inside of you.  Fellowship with God and enjoy His magnificence inside you.
997. Thursday, January 6, 2011

James 5:16b

(NIV)
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 
The Amplified version of this scripture reads, “The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power available [dynamic in its working].”  Or we might say, “The prayer of a righteous person really works.”  There is power in prayer.

We don’t always hear a lot about the effectiveness of prayer from the pulpit, especially in faith circles.  The reason for this is that there is more than one kind of prayer.  This is a supplication prayer.  There could be concern that if too much teaching is spent talking about supplication then people will stop doing their part and leave everything to God.  That sounds wonderful and Holy but it just isn’t Biblical.  Psalm 115: 16 tells us that the heavens belong to God but the earth He has given to us.  After God created mankind the first thing He did was give us dominion over the earth and tell us to rule it.

You see, we have power and authority in the earth and we need to exercise it.  As a matter of fact, God expects us to exercise our authority.  That is where the prayer of faith and the power of our confession come in.  That is why we are told in Romans 4: 17 to use our words to call into existence those things that currently do not exist.  We are still supposed to rule the earth and exercise our dominion over it.

But there is a God who stands by to help us.  The Greek text of this passage tells us that the prayer of supplication is powerful and effective.  The word “supplicate” means to ask humbly or earnestly; to make a humble entreaty; to beseech.  There are some things we do not have dominion over.  We make supplication in those areas.  For example, we do not have authority over God so when we ask Him for something like sending His Spirit among us, we do not command according to our authority but rather ask humbly.

Still, while I wish to convey that there is real humility in this prayer I would also make a comment here.  We still are not worms in the dirt, crawling into the throne room begging God for an answer to prayer.  We only have the right to ask Him anything because of the sacrifice of Jesus.  But the redemptive work that Jesus did for us has made us children of the Most High.  We are afforded the right of every form of prayer because Jesus did a great work and made us worthy in him.

So, my purpose is sending this scripture is to encourage everyone to pray.  We literally can move mountains by prayer.  We are told our prayers are effective and powerful.  Our prayers for revival will be heard.  Our prayers for restoration for our nation will have the ear of God.

The caveat to this message, though, is, don’t leave your work to God.  Have dominion in your life.  Pray the prayer of faith.  Use your words in a positive confession of what God’s Word says.  But when you have done all, stand.  Do all that you are supposed to do and then pray your most humble and earnest prayers to your Father for He is listening and longs to perform in your life.  Work with Him and with His Holy Spirit to bring about real change in your life, in the country and in the earth.

998. Friday, January 7, 2011

Philippians 4: 6
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

Now, because of James 5, you know what a prayer of supplication is.  It is the earnest, humble prayer.  And we know that the earnest, humble prayer of a righteous person accomplishes much. And Jesus told us in John 16: 23 that whatever we ask the Father in Jesus’ name, the Father will give us.   Knowing that, we can now be anxious for nothing and move into thanksgiving knowing that our prayers and petitions will not be ignored by God.  

Isn’t it interesting how the Bible works together like that?  But it is not a coincidence.  The Father had a perfect plan.  He put that plan into action and it all works together so that our every need is met.  Therefore, we don’t have to worry about anything.  We are to enter his gates with thanksgiving in our hearts.  We can do that because we have done as the Word has taught us.  We have humbled ourselves before the throne of God which Jesus bought us 24 hour access to.  We have asked the Lord for his graces and mercies in the name of His precious son.  There is, therefore, nothing left but for us to praise Him and worship Him.

Even in the midst of trials and adverse circumstances, you can still praise Him because you know the outcome.  The evidence of our eyes is not the final word on the subject.  His graciousness and power speak louder and last.  So be anxious for nothing.  Pray, let your petitions be known to God.  Humble yourself.  Then enter into praise.
999. Tuesday, January 11, 2011

Galatians 2: 20
I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.

Once we give ourselves to the Lord, we begin a new life.  That is the new birth.  Our old selves were crucified with Christ and we are born again as new creatures; new creatures in Christ.  The person you knew all of the years before you were reborn has been crucified.  He is dead.  You have new life.

And this new life that you have received is not of your own doing but a free gift of Jesus Christ and God the Father.  Jesus died that you might have new life; so that you might be reborn.  Paul says that this new life is not even the kind of life we once lived.  Rather, this new life is lived in Jesus and in faith in his redeeming power.  For we have been born out of the old; out of death and into life through the shed blood of our Lord.  But it is faith that is the medium of our new life.  Our new life is a life of faith.  We no longer walk by that which we see but rather in faith in Jesus and the power of his resurrection.  

Christ is alive in us and the life we live is through him even as he lives in and through us.  We walk and breathe together as one even as he and the Father are one.

Every once in awhile we must revisit this passage and others like it. For while they are very fundamental, they certainly are not superficial.  It is important that we check ourselves so be certain that we are living our life through him and that we have not resurrected the old man.  The old man lived in sin and death whereas Jesus has resurrected us to life.  Every once in awhile we need to go back to the alter and make sure that we have laid that old man on that alter.  We need to reaffirm our commitment to the Lord.  Some people call it re-dedication.  Call it what you will.  I am not saying that you have to have some formal rite.  I am only saying that within ourselves and within our relationship with the Lord we should constantly assess where we are in our Christian walk. We need to recommit ourselves to the things of the Spirit.  We must consistently strive to live our lives by faith in Jesus rather than in the things of the world.  And even if you have not slipped backwards a little you can still have as your goal to move forward and that is my real intent here.  I do not accuse you of backsliding.  I am encouraging you, as I do myself, to move forward in the things of God.  Trust Him one little step further.  Walk just a bit more by faith.  Stretch yourself to be more like Jesus.  Walk in His grace by exercising your faith in Him.  Ask the Father, “Help me be more like you.”
1000. Wednesday, January 12, 2011

1 Peter 1: 3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  

This new life that was wrought for us in the death and resurrection of Jesus is a new beginning with new hope.  And it is a living hope, one that does not fade, pass away or expire.  It is new everyday just as your life is renewed every day.  God caused you to be born again so that you could have a new life full of hope and joy.  The resurrection has purchased for you not only a new lease on life but a new life altogether.

And where you did not have hope, you now can.  His abundant mercy has caused us to be reborn.  Now in that new life you can have new hope.  Even if you were born again years ago, you still have new hope.  Just laying your hands on this scripture gives you reason to revitalize old dreams and build new ones.  There is no hopelessness in Christ Jesus.

I have often thought about evangelism and what it is that makes being a Christian so wonderful.  When I do I think that having hope is one of the truly great things about being a Christian.  No matter how dire a situation, we always have hope because we have a loving Lord who lives to make intercession for us; to give us life and a hope.  Those without Christ must live a pretty traumatic life.  But you don’t have to.  In all things, he is able.  And he is willing.

There is no situation of life that should keep you from hope.  You have a living hope through Christ Jesus.  The resurrection has brought you into new life.  This kind of life that Jesus purchased for you has revitalized, new hope in its wings each morning.  

Our hope and faith are in you dear Lord.

1001. Thursday, January 13, 2011

Romans 11: 29
[F]or the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

Irrevocable means that the subject cannot be recalled or undone.  It is unalterable.  That means that not even God can revoke or recall the gifts He has made or call back the calling He has sent.  Once done, it is done for all time.  God is bound by His own words and cannot change His mind.  But that is what God intended, i.e. that He be bound.  He has made His word irrevocable so that you might have confidence and assurance.  If He ever said it, then it is there for all time.  In this way, we can have faith in every word He has ever spoken.

Therefore, any promise you find in the Bible, even if it is an Old Testament promise, is yours because God cannot take it back.  Any promise He has ever made to you personally is also still active and you can rely on it.  It does not matter if that promise is twenty or thirty years old.  God is just as bound by that word today as He was the day He made it.  So don’t give up on your hope.  

Furthermore, get smart and go digging around the Bible for His promises.  When you find one that covers your situation, you can hold it up to Him expecting Him to fulfill it for you.  All you have to do is ask Him.  He has already made the promise and is standing by to fulfill everyone He has ever made.  He is just waiting for you to bring it to Him to be filled.

Don’t miss out on the last part of the verse though which says that His calling is irrevocable as well.  God has called every single person to Him.  That is the calling that is on every life.  And every single person has a place in the body of Christ.

But there are some of you who have a specific call on your life who have begun to wonder if it will ever come to pass.  God has spoken to you but you have given up on the call on your life.  Maybe life got busy and the calling slipped to the back for awhile.  And yet it is still in the back of your mind pestering you, trying to break out.

You have a reason to hope.  His name is Jesus and by his resurrection you have a new life and a new hope.  The calling of God is alive and every bit as available to you now as the day you first heard it. Don’t give up on the calling of God because God did not and cannot call it back.  Be encouraged for His word never dies and it has within itself the power to bring itself to pass.
1002. Friday, January 14, 2011

Isaiah 45: 2 – 3
I will go before you and will level the mountains; I will break down gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron.  I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so that you may know that I am the Lord, the god of Israel, who summons (calls) you by name.

We saw from Romans 11: 29 that all of God’s gifts and His calling are irrevocable.  They cannot be removed, drawn back or recalled.  Today’s verse has both promises and the promise of your calling in it.

It is God’s will that you succeed in this life.  That is why He is going to go before you and break down mountains, strong impassable doors and cut through bars that were put up to keep you out of your success.  This is such beautiful imagery of our God who is willing to participate with you to break down every barrier that has been erected against you.  

He wants you to have the hidden treasure and the treasures of darkness.  When you read that part of the passage it sounds a little odd that He is going to give us the treasures of darkness but when you look it up the Hebrew text makes much more sense.  The word “darkness” as used in this passage is taken from the ordinary word (chashak) that means to be without light, dark.  But the Hebrew text did not use that ordinary word.  The word used in this text is choshek.  In this construction the word translated as darkness actually means: misery, destruction, death, ignorance, sorrow, wickedness and obscurity.  What a huge difference one word makes.  

What God is saying to you is that he will break down all of the barriers that have come out of misery, destruction, death, ignorance, sorrow, wickedness and obscurity so that you may reap the treasures that were wrought in that wickedness.  It is very much like Romans 8: 28 where God told us that He would cause all things to work for our good.  In this case he is going to take the wealth that was stolen and misappropriated through immoral means and redeem it for His chosen ones.  He is going to take that theft that the devil meant for ill and redeem it for His kids.  You are given the riches that have been stored away secretly.

God is going before you so that you just walk through the busted down doors, you walk on a level path rather than having to climb or go around mountains.  His holiness will redeem the ill gotten gains and then He will give them to you.  Now don’t sit in Egypt awaiting manna from heaven.  The Israelites only got manna when they got off their duffs and on their feet.  What we have to do is follow Him.  He will break down the locked and barred doors, He will level the path before you but you must walk with Him where He leads you.  Your success, your wealth are in His wake.  Well, that is a good place to be.
1003. Monday, January 17, 2011

Psalm 31: 23- 24
(NIV)
Love the Lord, all his saints!  The Lord preserves the faithful, but the proud he pays back in full.  Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord.

The New American Standard Version says, “Be strong and let your heart take courage.”  We all have reason to be of strong courage and full of hope because the Lord fills the heart of the faithful.  He preserves the faithful.  He is our shepherd tending us, looking after us, meeting our needs.  He is the good shepherd.  He is preserving us through his Word and his righteousness.

Don’t allow your heart to be weary.  I know the world crumbles in on you from time to time but do not let that remain your course.  Look up unto the horizon.  No matter how dreary, there will be another sunny day.  No matter how weary you are, there is restoration.  Love the Lord and allow him to refill your tank.  Give yourself to him.

He really can heal every wound you have, if you will let him.  He can do nothing without your permission though.  There is always a cooperation between us and the Spirit of God.  Where you see a promise of God you will often see a condition precedent, meaning something we must do first.  God is a gentleman.  He is not going to run over you even if it is to do something nice for you.  He waits for you to invite him in.  Then he will heal every injury, fix every broken thing and protect and prepare your future paths.  So in this verse you see that the first thing is to love the Lord.  When you love him, you trust him.  And when you trust him, you begin to let him in.  And then the next thing you know you are asking him into all of the sealed off rooms of your heart so that he can mend every hurt you have ever had.

It begins with you loving the Lord.  Love him with all of your heart, with all of your mind and with all of your strength.  He is faithful to care for you in every way.  Therefore you can be strong of heart and full of hope because he has promised to preserve you.  You don’t have to earn his graces.  You just have to love him and give him permission to be Lord of your life.  You must allow him to shepherd you.  Be strong and courageous because you have a Lord who given you hope.  Release yourself into his arms.  He is a loving father and you are safe.
1004. Tuesday, January 18, 2010

Matthew 26: 47 - 50
And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up, accompanied by a great multitude with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and elders of the people.  Now he who was betraying Him gave them a sign, saying, “Whomever I shall kiss, He is the one; seize Him.”  And immediately he went to Jesus and said, “Hail, Rabbi!” and kissed him.  And Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you have come for.”

Often when I am in difficult situations I take myself out of the picture and substitute Jesus in my place.  I try to see how he would behave, what he would do.  I would never have foreseen or imagined him being so gracious in this situation.  The best I could imagine is being silent.  That is the best I can do many times.  And often that is a huge success because sometimes no matter what you say it is going to be wrong.  Sometimes if you can just manage to keep your mouth shut that is a huge victory.  I do not mean this as sarcasm.  I know that not to say what is in your mind to say is a victory.  And I know that it is very difficult.

Just as we are celebrating our new found growth because we have finally responded in silence for once, Jesus gives us an even greater example.  Can you even imagine calling the one who is actively in the process of betraying you “friend?”  No?  Well, until we can imagine ourselves behaving like Jesus did here, we won’t be able to do it.  And that is why it is important to meditate on the scriptures.

We must get Jesus’ nature down in our hearts and also an image of his nature.  We can see what Jesus’ nature is by his actions and reactions.  So when we encounter a recitation like this one in the 50th verse of Matthew, we need to stop and mull it over.  Now that is really all meditation is.  You stop on that word or on that thought and you mull it over, turn it over in your mind.  You just stop and think about it.  Take the words and create a picture in your mind.  What did Jesus do with his hands when Judas kissed him?  Did Jesus return the kiss?  I imagine that his body posture remained relaxed and composed.  Now put yourself visually in that scene.  See what you would do to imitate the nature of Jesus.  Do you look into Judas’ eyes?  Maybe you look around the scene at the other people present.  

When you meditate on the Bible you do it a verse at a time and all of a sudden a verse that maybe you have read fifty times takes on new life for you.  You see much more deeply into it.  You see a word in it that you have never noticed before.  And then you just start thinking about the choice of that word or the construction of the sentence or paragraph.  Or maybe you ask yourself, “Why is this story in the Bible?  What did God intend to convey to me by including this story?”  You are now meditating.  It really isn’t some strange, new age voodoo.  And the ungodly don’t get to own meditation as their own.  It is something the people of God have done for countless centuries.  God has been instructing his people to meditate on his word every since Moses began giving them the law.  We all are supposed to meditate on His Word but some have been afraid of stepping over a line and entering into occult kind of activity.  Others have reconciled themselves to meditation but have not known how to do it.  I hope this message has helped in that regard because it is only by deeply integrating the example of Jesus that we will ever be able to look our foe in the eyes and call him friend.
1005. Wednesday, January 19, 2011

Psalm 32: 10 - 11

(NIV)
Many are the woes of the wicked, but the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in him.  Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart!
The psalmist, who is King David, expects rejoicing and singing to breakout from the good news he has just delivered.  And why shouldn’t he?  There is a lot of great news in those few words.  First of all, David tells us that the wicked will have many woes, many sorrows.  His life will be fraught with troubles.  He will have to endure constant problems.  But the righteous will not have to live a life of constant woes.  David is contrasting the life of the wicked with the life of the righteous.  The righteous are not supposed to live the same life as the wicked.  The fruit of their life is not that of the wicked.  Therefore, the righteous do not have to constantly face one problem after another.

The person who loves the Lord and has put her trust in Him shall be surrounded by the loving arms of the Father.  Those arms nurture and protect.  All the junk that rains into the life of the ungodly is shed by the sheltering arms of the Lord.  He envelopes His children in love and love never fails.

Don’t expect your life to look like everyone else’s.  It is not supposed to.  When you see hard times coming or hear some kind of gloom and doom prediction, just break into song and rejoice.  Praise God that you are not expected to participate in any of it.  And in the midst of your praise pray for all of those people who don’t know the Lord or don’t know of their redemption.  David tells us to rejoice and be glad.  You are encased in the love of God where no harm can befall you, where the woes of the world cannot enter.  Bless the Lord and be happy.
1006. Thursday,  January 20, 2011 
 
Led of the Lord

Make me know Thy ways, O Lord; teach me Thy paths.  Lead me in Thy truth and teach me.  Psalm 25: 4
I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon you.  Psalm 32: 8
There are several lessons you can take away from these passages.  You can see the relationship that David shared with the Lord.  You can also see how he prayed and how he worked with the Lord in times of trouble or times of need.  Also interesting is how David prayed in Psalm 25 for the Lord to teach and guide him and then how the Lord answered back with a promise that He would teach and guide David.  And God even went a little further, beyond the scope of David’s prayer when he said that he would counsel David with His eye upon him.   That means that God is going to instruct David and give him advice.  I believe that means that David is not going to have to pray about every little thing because God is going to counsel him, give him advice before David ever even gets to the point of prayer.  God’s counsel will precede the problem or decision.

One of hardest lessons to learn is to await God’s counsel.  Here God has promised to lead and guide David but David was not the kind of person to sit around and do nothing.  He was one to get things done.  So imagine how hard it might have been at times for David to do nothing when he saw something to do.  Imagine that God has given him a vision and a goal.  Once David had that goal, he would have thought of things that would further that goal.  But wait, God said he would counsel you.  That necessarily means that you don’t run off ahead of God doing your own thing.

This is one of the most difficult instructions I have to follow.  We have to strike a balance between doing the work God has given us to do and resorting to the power of our hands.  God has restrained me so many times in the last many years when I saw ways of doing things or had ideas of how to move forward.  When He is leading us though, that means we don’t run off in directions that He has not directed.  Sometimes that means doing nothing in a situation.  Now that is contrary to the way most of us have been taught.  Most of us are doers.  In other words, our reaction to a situation is to “do something.”  Your friends will even ask you, “What are you going to do?”  But when you are following God and allowing Him to bless you, then sometimes the answer is “Nothing.”

I cannot emphasize this strongly enough and yet I am not counseling you to sit on your hands and do nothing while you await God.  What I am saying is to allow Him to direct your steps.  And recognize that when He is directing you, sometimes you have to leave something alone and let Him bring it forth.  Don’t take the dream that God has given you and turn it into a work of the flesh.  And don’t worry about the criticism from other people either.  God hasn’t spoken to them about His plans for you.  Some people are going to find a way to criticize you no matter what you do so pay them no mind at all.  Keep your mind focused on the God of Glory.  Walk where He says walk and importantly don’t walk where he has not ordained.  Don’t go where He has not sent you.  Not doing what Jesus has not instructed you to do is just as important a part of obedience as doing what He says affirmatively to do.  And when you have heard Him tell you to do a thing, do it with all your might.  Do it until He tells you otherwise.  Do it until He releases you from it.  And do it with joy because you are in His will and nothing is better than that.  Be blessed.
1007. Friday, January 21, 2011

Mark 8: 34 – 35
“If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s shall save it.”
In Galatians 2: 20 Paul makes an interesting statement.  "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.”  Paul was living and teaching exactly what Jesus said was the call of each of us; to give up our lives for Him.  We are not supposed to have a care for ourselves.  Well, how can we?  We are dead?  Why should we worry about a dead person, a former existence?  For example, let’s say someone does or says something that would predictably hurt your feelings?  If you are dead and the life you now live is the life of Jesus, why should you be offended?  Or let’s say there is something you would really like to do but you have not read your Bible or prayed all week much less on this day?  Jesus said deny yourself, take up your cross and follow him.  That is not to say that you can never have any social time or play time.  That is not what Jesus is even saying here.  He is simply saying that if you truly want to be a follower of his, you have to learn to put him absolutely in first place.  Your old self is dead.  Quit serving him.

When you died with Christ you were also raised up with him.  The life you now live you live through the Son of God.  It is his life that you are to lead, not your own.  You are to leave the carcass of your old man lying in the grave and pick up your cross and follow the Son.  

What is your cross?  It is not suffering, brokenness nor bondage.  It is the mission that God has predestined for you.  Jesus’ cross was a literal one.  He came to die on that cross so that we might live.  But you don’t have to die on a cross.  There is something else for you to do.  There is something uniquely ordained for you.  Your cross figuratively represents that anointing.  So your life becomes about your vision and your anointing because of the new life that you have been given in Christ Jesus rather than about the things that you thought were important when you were still living in the world.  You are a new creature uniquely created in Christ Jesus.  Take up the new life that Jesus has given you and follow him.
1008. Monday, January 24, 2011

Exodus 14: 15
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to Me?  Tell the sons of Israel to go forward.”

Picture this.  The Israelites have made it to the shore of the Red Sea but they are being pursued by Pharaoh’s army.  So they have the sea on one side of them and the Egyptians on the other.  They are stuck between a rock and a hard place.  But God tells them, “Move forward!”

God used this story once in my life to get a point across.  I was stuck.  The way forward did not look very inviting.  It held plenty of trepidation and no certainty of success.  The way back was clear though.  There was nothing there for me.  I knew what the past held.  There was no promise in it but there was at least familiarity.  It was at least a way I knew, but it was not God’s way.  I felt trapped, just like the Israelites.  I had my back up against the sea and the enemy army was on its way.  

Then Yahweh said this to me one day.  “How long are you going to wait to go forward?  Are you going to wait until the army is right on top of you?”  That was very sobering because the image of the Israelite predicament was very clear in my mind’s eye.  I could see that army coming into range; see the dust rising from their advance.  How many days march is it until they reach me?  

The truth of the matter is that God had told me something to do and I was not doing it.  I was in denial about what He said.  I was not heeding His direction.  All the Israelites had to do is move forward.  That is what God was telling me also.  “I know the way before you looks impossible but I have made a way through.”  So we shouldn’t look at appearances but rather hang on the word of God.

Well, you won’t be surprised to find that God was right.  His way was right.  And just as He did with the Israelites He did with me.  He made a way.  In fact, He had already made a way.  I just couldn’t see it because of the blinders on my eyes.

Maybe God is telling you something.  Maybe He has told you something to do.  Maybe He has told you something to give.  But you are finding it hard to let go of the thing He wants you to sow or maybe what He has told you to do is a bit frightening.  Don’t worry.  He has it worked out for you.  And the thing that He is telling you to do is for your benefit whether or not it looks like it.  He has a good plan for you.  Don’t wait until the Egyptian army overwhelms you to do what God has told you to do.  Today is a really good day for obedience.
1009. Tuesday, January 25, 2011

Joel 3: 10
(KJV)
Let the weak say, I am strong.

Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 12: 10, “Therefore, I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.”  There is a good lesson for us to learn in the compilation of these two verses.  In Joel we are encouraged to say that we are strong even when we are weak.  Then Paul tells us that even when we are weak, we are strong.  How can this be?

I learned recently that the verse in Joel is very flexible in the sense that it can be used in many situations.  For example consider this paraphrase, “Let the sick say, ‘I am well.’”  Or “Let the angry say, ‘I am calm.’”  God showed me that we are going to have a great influence over ourselves, our bodies and our circumstances by our words.  Why didn’t the weak in Joel confess that they were weak?  They apparently were weak.  Why not just admit it?  

It has everything to do with changing our circumstance.  Why do we pray?  Because we want to influence or alter the status quo.  Correct?  In like manner, God is teaching us that the words you say outside of prayer have something to do with the outcome also.  

Paul had a revelation of this.  He had come to know and understand that the words of his mouth were going to condition his result.  He learned that in his weakness, he could wear Jesus’ strength.  That is why we are praying, is it not?  We do not presume, do we, that we are going to overcome in our own strength?  No.  It is the power of God working in us through the person of the Holy Spirit that overcomes every obstacle.  When we confess the result for which we prayed, then we are backing our prayer with faith words and faith is the substance of things hoped for (Hebrews 11: 1).  In other words, you are putting substance into the situation.  Your faith is the substance that the Holy Spirit is going to work with in order to craft the desired outcome.  Your confession is part of your cooperation with the Holy Spirit.

So, let’s get busy doing our part.  Pray to the Lord.  Ask Him for what you will.  Then keep speaking that result.  Say you are strong even when you feel weak.  Your feelings are not the final word anyway.  Otherwise, why bother to pray.  Keep your mouth inline with your prayer and your faith rather than reinforcing that which you are attempting to alter by praying.  Let the weak say, “I am strong, for when I am weak, I am strong.”  Amen.
1010. Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Ephesians 1: 18 - 19
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.  

This is part of what I pray over each of you everyday.  When I re-read it recently, it grew even larger in my eyes.  Do you see that He wants you to know the “surpassing greatness of His power toward us?”  That one little paragraph is packed with the blessings of God.  

First, it is His desire that you be enlightened.  Some people think that God is a mystery and cloaks himself in mystery but that just isn’t true.  He wants the eyes of your heart to be opened.  He wants you to see and perceive all that He has for you.  He does not choose for you to be ignorant of the marvelous blessings He has prepared for you.  Only Satan wants you ignorant because if He can keep you ignorant of your inheritance then you will not expect much.  God has a glorious inheritance for each of you and that is not for heaven.  

That is for here.  In heaven you won’t need your inheritance, it is here that you need to see and enjoy the glory of his rich inheritance.  It is now that your eyes need to be enlightened.  There will not be any need for your eyes to be opened in heaven.  You will be walking in full revelation when you get there.  

God wants you to know the hope of His calling for all are called to Him and there is hope in Him.  Whoever answers His call should live with hope for a good end in every situation.  He has called you to Him so that He can bless you.  Why wouldn’t he want to bless you if He has called you?  He did not call you so that you can be sick, broke and in bondage.  He called you that you might be free and enjoy all of the good fruit of being His dear child.  And then the blessing on your life begins to bless others.  Enlightenment brings you the revelation of all that God has for you and for His other children.  You can be a light to someone in their time of darkness.  But it all begins with having your eyes open to the surpassing greatness of His power towards you.

I heard another minister say this recently and I’ll just echo it.  The first chapter of Ephesians is a good place to spend some time and the prayers you find there are well worth speaking over yourself and your family on a consistent, if not daily, basis.  Be blessed in the knowledge and the power of our God and Father and let His blessing flow out from you to all people.

1011. Thursday, January 27, 2011

Psalm 34: 12
Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many good days, keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies.

Do you love life?  Do you want to see many good days?  Well, here is the recipe for just that.

I am impressed by how many times the Bible tells us about the use of our words.  It seems there is no end to the verses that either teach us about not saying bad things or that teach us to use right words.  It makes me think that God has always had a hard time getting this across to people.  Think about it.  The Old Testament represents thousands of years of teaching and prophet after prophet.  Then along come the New Testament teachers and they begin to preach the same message.  It is as if God has continually sent this message to us and we still don’t “get it.”  And I guess that is true.  I know in my own life getting my own language right is a challenge.  

But, as for this scripture, I think the message is pretty simple.  Quit lying is loud and clear.  “Oh, I don’t lie,” you might say.  Are you sure?  Are you telling falsehoods that you think are innocent?  How about this one?  Do you tell stories in a way that casts the most favorable light on you?  Did that story really need a little reconstruction?  Or is it your poor self-esteem that causes you to recast the telling?  Whatever the cause, God is extremely clear in this passage that it is bad seed.  It does not lead you to good life, good days or length of days.  And God really doesn’t discriminate between little lies and big lies.  To Him they are all the same.  They are false and He is truth and the two are mutually incompatible.

What about the phrase above that says to keep your tongue from evil?  Besides lying, what could He be talking about here?  Start with gossiping.  There is nothing good or holy about gossiping.  It is not of God.  I know how difficult it can be but God didn’t tell us that it was ok under difficult situations.  He just said don’t do it.  There is nothing edifying about gossip.  As a matter of fact, the whole purpose of it is to tear someone down.  Do you think that is what God has called you for, to tear people down?  Don’t you think those people are down enough already?  They need someone to lift them up rather than tear them down.  Where do you expect God to stand on gossip?

Other forms of evil speech are telling off color jokes.  Again, are we building people up or tearing them down?  Who is the butt of that joke?  Does it edify that person or group?  Of course not.   What about speech which is sexist or racist?  One might like to argue that there is not a victim in this language but we who are Christians should know better.  First of all, the person engaged in such speech is the first victim (read the verse above).  Secondly, if you understand that words have power and that through speech God created the entire universe, then you begin to understand that there are no words which are powerless.  Therefore, when any of us speaks uncomplimentary words about other people, we are unleashing negativity in to our culture.  And third, the people hearing derogatory speech are victims.  Even if they nod assent, even if they laugh, they are not better off for having heard defamatory and ugly words.  They may agree and maybe they don’t but either way it does not help them to become better people or better Christians.

Keep from lying.  That includes lying to your kids and little white lies.  Just don’t lie!  It is that simple.  And keep your lips from all ugly words.  If you wouldn’t say it to Mother Teresa or the Pope, then it probably should not be said.  And remember, Jesus does hear everything you say.  If you wouldn’t say it to his face, then maybe you don’t want to say it at all.  

Let’s all commit ourselves to watching our speech and getting control over our lips.

1012. Friday, January 28, 2011

Psalm 1: 1 – 3
How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand I the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.  And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water which yields its fruit in its season, and its leave does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers.

Joshua 1: 8
“This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.”
The most casual reading of these two verses teaches us that meditation on the Word of the Lord brings us to prosperity and success.  But I see deeper meaning in these passages.  In them I see a lifestyle.  Each of them speaks about meditating in the Word day and night.  When I read this I picture a people for whom Christianity has become their lifestyle like Judaism was and is for the Jews.  I am seeing a people whose faith colors their whole life.  It is in everything they say and everything they do.

Christianity ought to be not only something we believe in but something we do.  It ought to be our beginning and our end.  We should live a “God with us, God in us” lifestyle.  I mean, imagine God as the center point of our day, life and community.  Most of us hold our God as someone very dear to us but we have not developed a culture of being Christians.  Our culture has been to save our Christianity for Sunday.  We look like everyone else Monday through Saturday.  

This isn’t criticism but rather a calling.  We are being called up higher and at the same time deeper by our God.  The culture of a people changes with time and I believe it is time for us to make our faith be the dominant piece of the life around us.  I mean to distinguish this from being the most important thing in your heart.  It may be that God and your faith are the most important things in your heart.  I believe that.  What I am suggesting is that collectively we should begin to make our faith the umbrella, the cloak of our lives.  It is the covering of all.  I am suggesting that it is not only something we are but it is something we do.  

God tells us to do this by meditating on His Word day and night.  I imagine that as we focus on His Word it will begin to permeate our conversations.  Maybe it affects the music around us too.  I don’t know all of the ways it may be manifested but I do know that we must “move into” our Christianity.  It needs to be the central part of who we are and what we do.  It should become the dominant quality about us.  People should know how great our God is.  And they will when we begin living large in the Faith of our Father, His Son and the Holy Spirit.

1013. Monday, January 31, 2011

Matthew 10: 19
…for it shall be given you in that hour what you are to speak.

I have used this verse many times and for many years but the Lord just recently showed me a new way to apply it.  He showed me that we can use this as His promise that He will give us the words to speak in prayer when we don’t know what we should pray.  Sometimes you are faced with a situation that you don’t know how to handle and you don’t know what or how you should pray.  Maybe you’ve heard a dozen preachers teach about prayer and now you are just feeling overwhelmed.  Not to worry.  God has prepared a parachute for you.  He has promised that He will give you the words to pray.  You just go to Him and tell Him you don’t even know what to pray and ask Him to lead you and to give you the words.  Prayer time really is about fellowship with Him anyway so this is a very natural thing to do if you really think about it.

So don’t get overwhelmed by the idea of prayer.  It is as simple as talking with you Father.  Let Him know where you are mentally and emotionally and ask Him to give you the words to speak.  He has already promised to do just that.

1014. Tuesday, February 1, 2011

Romans 8: 26
And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.

You should see that the Father is well aware that we do not always know how to pray as we ought.  He has provided divine intercession for His kids so that there is always help in the time of need.  To intercede means to plead or make a request on the behalf of another.  So, the Holy Spirit prays to the Father on our behalf, making requests for us when we do not know how.  The Father knew there would be times when we would have difficulty knowing what to pray.  He, therefore, made provision for those times.

In the fourth chapter of Philippians Paul tells us that we should not be anxious for anything but rather to make our requests known to God (Phil. 4: 6).  So God would not have us be anxious or worried but rather take everything to Him in prayer.  He desires to meet our every need.  In His desire to meet our needs He has even provide for prayer to be made on our behalf when we are unable and has Himself promised to give us the words to say when we do pray.  When we talk about God meeting our every need, it really means every.  There is no need you have, no trouble that you have encountered that He has not already anticipated and provided an answer for.  Go to Him in prayer but also thank Him for the Holy Spirit who makes intercession for you.

1015. Wednesday, February 2, 2011

Romans 8: 34
Jesus Christ is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

I want you to see how fully and completely Father God provided for your spiritual health and your overall well-being.  Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father praying on your behalf.  

All three parts of the trinity pray for you.  Jesus and the Holy Spirit make intercession for you and the Father promised that He would give you the words to say when you speak.  There are many needs that we each have and some of them we have not even thought of, for example the need to have someone who is constantly looking after our prayer life and helping us with it.  Before you even knew that you had that need, God had already provided ministers.  He has appointed two members of the trinity, parts of the God head itself to pray for you.  He has appointed the most powerful; the best informed prayer counselors there are or could ever be to pray for you and with you.  This is how completely God meets your needs.  He has provided His own son and His own Spirit to pray for you.  He didn’t just appoint a couple of angels or even a couple of the arch angels.  He has said in His own spirit that nothing less than the very best will be good enough for those who love God.

And can’t you just see Jesus seated on God’s right hand side leaning over to talk with Him.  Do you suppose that God hears every word that Jesus utters?  Think about that image.  Picture it in your mind and then realize that Jesus is talking to God about you.  And do you know there is nothing else the Father would rather talk about than you.  That is why He has given Jesus this ministry.  If God didn’t want to hear about you He would not have appointed the guy at his side the job of praying for you; especially when He could have assigned it to anyone.  Do you see that this role of the Holy Spirit and Jesus is so important to God that He made it a priority of the ones closest to Him?

The Bible is full of good news but this one ought to make you jump and shout.  God has not abandoned nor forsaken you.  He has appointed the most powerful beings in the universe to constantly intercede for you.  God’s love for you and His care of you know no bounds.  How can we know that God loves us?  I think the fact that He has apportioned the care of you to His glorified Son and to His own Spirit speaks as loudly as I can imagine.  God wants to talk with you.  He wants you to enter His throne room and talk with Him about all that you care about.  But He loves you so much that He is not willing that your issues wait to be heard when you get the time to pray.  He has arranged it so that He has a 24 hour a day live feed.  There is nothing in this world or any other that is more important to Him.  That now seems obvious.

1016. Thursday, February 3, 2011

Ephesians 3: 19
…and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
Paul prayed for the Ephesian church to have an understanding of the incomprehensible depth of love that Jesus has for us.  Well, when one first reads this passage one might think how can I understand that which is incomprehensible?  How can I know that which surpasses knowledge?  You can’t, at least not in normal human terms.  The love that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have for you is beyond normal human comprehension.  That is why Paul prayed this prayer to the Father.

God is the Father of all wisdom and knowledge. Through Him we can learn that which is beyond human knowledge.  The depth of love that God has for us is one of those things that is beyond human knowledge.  Think of someone that you love intensely.  Do you love that person so much that it almost hurts?  Well, God’s love for you is far beyond that.  Jesus loved you so much that he endured the cross.  Those aren’t just trite words.  It is a depth of commitment and love that is beyond words.

If Jesus loves you so much that he would face the cross for you, then what more will he do for you?  Sometimes when I hear people talk about Jesus or the Father it is so clear that we don’t have a full appreciation that it is love that motivates God.  It is his love for you that he wants to pour out on you.  He is a loving God with a loving nature.  He loves you so much that human expression has no means by which to describe it.  And that is no big surprise because He does not love you as people love.  He loves as only He can.  There is no human expression because this kind of love is beyond the human experience.  We must have an experience with God.  This is Godly love and it is far above and beyond anything that you can ever experience with another person, even a child.  God’s very being, His substance is love for you.  He is made up of love.  If there is one message that God wants you to hear, it is that He loves you.  When you can accept His love, then you can be filled up to the fullness with Him.
1017. Friday, February 4, 2011

1 John 4: 16
And we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us.  God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

I have been impressed lately that people are starving for love and acceptance.  It is such a pity that people are starving when God loves them so much.  Most people just don’t have a revelation of the love God has for them.  They feel such emptiness when God wants to fill them to the fullness with Himself.

I have become particularly aware of this tragedy by watching television reality shows.  I really like the “Dog Whisperer” and “It’s Me or the Dog.”  It is amazing to watch these enlightened trainers work with troubled dogs.  What has become increasingly clear, though, is that most of the problems are with the owners rather than the dogs.  I have watched episode after episode wherein the biggest problem is that the humans treat the dogs like people.  They lavish their affection on the dog to the detriment of the dog, themselves and their family.  Many of them have even substituted the love of people for the love of animals.  It is amazing to me how dysfunctional the pet becomes.  More than once I have seen an episode where the spouse cannot sit near that pet owner nor even get in bed with their spouse because of the outrageous behavior of the dog.

I’ve also watched shows like “The Nanny” where, again, it is obvious that people are missing something in themselves and trying to get someone or something to give it to them that were never meant to fill that void.  You can see it in the world around you.  Parents keep their children debilitated and dependent because of their own need to “be needed.”  This is not love.  It is dysfunction and it damages the child just like misplaced affection damages pets.

Don’t get me wrong.  I think you should love your pets and take care of them.  I believe God gave us the responsibility for caring for all of His creation when He put it into our hands.  What concerns me is that people are so empty that they create dysfunctional relationships so that they can feel good.  They are using these relationships with people and/or pets the same way that addicts use drugs and alcohol.  It is all the same dynamic.  There is brokenness inside that they try to repair with a substitute for the real answer.  There is an emptiness within them that they try to fill with all sorts of things.  And sad to say, some of these people are Christians.

Nothing fills that void but God alone.  People chase all kinds of things trying to make themselves happy.  They are looking for that one thing that will make them feel good and whole.  But nothing is going to satisfy that longing except the love of God.  The thing that makes this so sad is that God does love each and every one of us with His whole being.  All of these people are running around, as the song says, “looking for love in all the wrong places.”  We are asking dogs and children; drugs and booze to fill us and make us feel good about ourselves when it is not their place.  Sadly we are damaging those people, making our animals neurotic, and destroying our bodies.  And lest I overlook any unhealthy segment of the population, others of us have more tidy ways of expressing our desperation and loneliness.  There are plenty who substitute work, food and other “acceptable” vices for the love of God.  We constantly try to fill the void but nothing will work but the love of God.  

The really sad thing is that people are chasing after all kinds of things trying to feel better when the one thing that they really want and really need is here and available.  It is not like God does not love us or that His love is not attainable.  Loving us is His greatest desire and joy.  He loved each and every one of us before we were born.  He is just waiting for us to accept Him and His affection.

We really need to get a revelation of this.  We can be healed and we can heal our nation.  People don’t need to run around like lost puppies.  The thing they need and want most is readily available to anyone who will avail themselves of it.  God longs to envelope each of us in His love and care.  There is nothing else that will ever satisfy that part of us.  It longs for God and Him alone but that is alright because He is ever willing to fill us to overflowing with His love and affection.
1018. Monday, February 7, 2011

James 4: 11

Do not speak against one another.

This is undoubtedly one of the hardest principles for us to put into action consistently but the message is pretty clear.  It is easy to understand, not always so easy to do.  There are at least four other scriptures in the New Testament alone that tell us not to gossip (1 Cor. 12: 20, Romans 1: 29, 1 Tim. 5: 13, 2 Tim. 3:3).  So it is not that God hasn’t instructed us over and over about this it is just that we don’t want to hear it.  We are really good at pointing out other people’s sins or even condemning whole categories of people to hell for their behaviors but it is hard for us to see the image in the mirror at times.  

The problem with overcoming gossip is that no one wants to talk about it because it is a common problem.  It is easier for us to get together and condemn someone whose actions are something we do not participate in.  But gossip is a widespread problem.  In other words, we are almost all guilty of it.  So who is going to be the one to speak against it?  Well, James, the half brother of Jesus was willing to teach about it.  He went so far as to put it in writing and our Father God made sure that James’ letter was delivered to us through its inclusion in the Bible.

I have been very guilty of this but I want to please God so I am willing to lay my speech on the altar of God.  That must be the first step.  First confess your sin to the Father, ask for and receive His forgiveness.  Then we must restrain ourselves when the opportunity comes to “speak against” someone.  I know how difficult this is but I noticed that James did not qualify his statement.  He didn’t say, “Don’t speak against others except when it really cannot be helped.”  He just said, “Don’t do it.”

I have also noticed that as I have worked on this in my own life, I have become increasingly more uncomfortable in the presence of gossip.  I find my insides cringing when people start running someone else down.  It has begun to make me so uncomfortable, in fact, that I now must excuse myself from that conversation.  The Spirit of God within me writhes with anguish if I do not.

I have also noticed that people who constantly run others down are usually guilty of two things.  I have thought to myself as I listened to them tearing someone else apart that they are guilty of the exact same thing and sometimes to an even greater degree and it amazes me.  The other thing I have observed is that many times these people, these gossipers who tear down other people with their curt comments are often people with damaged personalities.  In other words, they do not seem to be the people who have it all together.  They have a problem in their self-esteem or self-image.  Maybe they know that they have severe emotional problems and by tearing others down they are able to feel a bit better about themselves.  Perhaps this is their way of lying to themselves so that they can be “ok” in their own eyes.  They will find someway to criticize others so that they don’t look so bad in comparison.  As a matter of fact, in the first verse of this same chapter James asks, “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?”  He then responds that it is our own desires battling within us (v. 1 NIV).  So, you see, it is the problem within our own psyche that causes us to condemn ourselves with our words as we use them to run down others.  Therefore, if you are having trouble in this area, pray to the God of heaven, to your own heavenly Father that he heal you, that he repair the damage inside of you so that you will not feel the need to destroy with your words.

And then ask the Father to help you not to sin in this way ever again.  And this is the temptation that you will face.  Perhaps many other sins do not tempt you but you can bet that as you try to correct this behavior, the temptation to gossip, to speak against another will arise.  You must refuse to give into sin.  Resist gossip.  Do not speak negatively about any other person.  

This is not a gray area.  God has told us unequivocally not to speak against another.  That should end it.

1019. Tuesday, February 8, 2011



James 4: 7
Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
A friend of mine the other day in response to the question, “How are you?” responded, “I am fighting the devil.”  I thought, “Praise God she knows how.”  That is a great deal more than can be said for many people.  I have encountered people who believe there is no evil in the world.  How can anyone really think that?  Have you looked around lately?  I have met plenty of others who don’t believe there is a devil.  Again I wonder how people can be so deceived.  Both of these groups are pretty easy targets for the devil.  They never fight him because they don’t even acknowledge his presence.  So he gets away with anything he wants in their lives.

But then there are the people who know he exists, know that he is a liar and knows that he is bent on killing, stealing and destroying.  These are the people of the Bible.  And yet, I wonder how many of us really know how to fight the devil or perhaps need a refresher course.  You see, we were not born with innate knowledge of how to operate in spiritual matters.  We must learn and to learn we must be taught.  Thankfully this friend of mine has learned how to stand against the devil’s schemes.

Ephesians chapter 6 tells us to put on the full armor of God that “you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil” (v.10).  Having clothed ourselves, then and only then, we take up the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God (v. 17).  Your one and only weapon against the devil is the Word of God.  It is the only weapon God has given us but then again, it is the only one we need.  Now, how do we wield this weapon?

Once the devil has begun an attack, you must find scripture that speaks to the situation.  Perhaps a verse you already know applies.  Otherwise you begin with prayer.  Go to the Father in prayer and ask for Him to show you what you need.  Petition Him for His wisdom and understanding.  He has already promised to give you both of those.  Sometimes you will need to spend some significant time in prayer.  You should commit yourself to seeking His answers.  You can also call a friend or pastor.  Now you don’t need to call your pastor whining.  There is a better use for your time and his (hers).  Humble yourself and allow them to lead you.  They should give you Bible verses upon which you can stand.  You can also look for help from all sorts of Christian authors and reference materials.  Topical Bibles are nice in such a case.  Some ministers have even written help books that list verses for specific kinds of problems.

Once you have found scriptures that speak to your heart about your situation, write them down in a readily accessible place.  Review them constantly.  Meditate on them.  Repeat them over and over in your mind, and even aloud if you can.  Minimally you should review these verses daily.

Then you’ve got to start speaking them out of your mouth.  Let God’s word come out of your mouth.  That is where the real power is.  Start saying things right out loud such as, “Greater is he that is in me than he that is in the world” (1 John 4: 4), meaning greater is God who is alive inside of you than the devil who is the prince of this world.  Or “By his stripes, I am healed (1 Peter 2: 24).  Job 22: 28 says that you will decree a thing and it will be established for you.  So, the question is, what are you decreeing?  

You’ve got to stand against what the devil is trying to convince you of and stand on what God has said.  You must choose whose report you will believe.  Shall you believe the report of the world or the report of “The Word?”  Then hold up that Word as the final authority.  Keep pounding the devil with it.  That is exactly what Jesus did in the desert when the devil tempted him.  He kept fighting back with the Word.  He kept quoting the Holy Scriptures to the devil.  That is our model.

And then begin to get out in front of the devil’s attacks.  Start preparing your way daily so that you are not having to constantly fight the attacks of the devil.  If you are finding that you are often sick, then begin to daily confess healing scriptures.  Don’t wait until the devil is all over you to start sticking the Word in his face.  Do it daily.  Remind him and yourself every day that God already sent His word and healed us all (Psalm 107: 20).  Are you financially challenged?  Daily confess financial blessing scriptures.  

And speak results.  Don’t only go to God and ask him to fix your world.  That is only one way of talking with the Father.  There is a time for putting your petitions at his feet but having done that you need to move on to faith speech.  God works with faith words.  Start speaking out the blessing instead of the curse.  Offer tons of thanksgiving and praise.  Thank the Lord that He has already provided your healing.  Declare and decree your financial increase.  

Don’t wait until the devil is beating up on you to start praying.  You can win some of these battles before he ever has a chance to get his team on the field.  Start decreeing and declaring your victory in advance.  Use the sword of the Spirit to defeat the devil.  Resist his lies.  Resist his report and he will flee.
1020. Wednesday, February 9, 2011

Jeremiah 1: 12

“You have seen well, for I am watching over My word to perform it.  

This is one of the best reasons I have found for knowing and speaking God’s word.  The Amplified version of this verse says that God is alert and actively watching over His word.  He is paying attention, in other words.  He is listening for His word.

God created the universe by speaking it into existence.  Romans 4: 17 says that God calls into existence those things which do not exist.  In other words, that is how those things come into being, by God’s use of words.  He has established His word forever.  Everything that God has ever said stands for all time.  It is stable and unchangeable.  Isaiah 40: 8 tells us that “the word of our God stands forever.”  There is permanence and there is security in the Word of God.

Moreover, God is listening and searching the world for His word and for those who are speaking His word.  When God gave us His word, He intended for us to use it as a sword.  It was not meant to merely be a book for us to read.  He didn’t even give it to us just to study.  That book is insight for living.  The book, itself, is supposed to lead us into a higher way of living.  Part of the revelation we are to receive from it is that the Word itself has power.

God showed us this in Isaiah 55: 11: “So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me empty without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.”  The word itself has the power to bring itself to pass. God hearkens to His word to bring it to pass.  Wherever the Word of God is spoken, God is there.  He is in His word and He is His word.  So when you want to affect the conditions of your life, speak His word.  It is the sword of the Spirit that He has given unto you so that you can pronounce victory for your life.  You’ve heard the world say, “What you say is what you get” and we have believed it.  Now I am telling you that God is saying, “What you say, I will do. I am alert and paying attention for my word to be spoken.”  We’ve got to say something.  We’ve got to put God’s word out there and give Him something to work with.  The Bible isn’t just an important book.  It is your key to health, happiness, success, strong relationships and every other thing that you desire.  Model God and Jesus and start speaking out His word with boldness and confidence.  Ask yourself, “What am I going to say today?”

1021. Thursday, February 10, 2011

Hebrews 1: 3

And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things all things by the word of His power.  

Do you remember that song, “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands?”  That is what came into my mind when I read this verse.  I can picture God with the whole world in His hands.  This verse then tells us that He upholds it or He sustains it by His word.

It is so important for us to get this revelation of the power of the Word.  It is how God holds the whole world together.  It is His power in not only creating the universe but in keeping it running.  God’s Word is the glue that keeps all things together. And He gave it to us.  

Now it doesn’t take a genius to know there is something very special about that.  It seems, though, that this message has been lost to us for some time.  Maybe you heard it growing up in church but most of us did not.  Everyone was supposed to have a Bible but that was about the end of it.  There has really not been that much emphasis on taking it to church with us much less reading it on our own time.  

I am glad to say that is changing though.  People are getting taught the Word now, maybe more so than in decades.  God’s Word is coming back into its proper place.  And that is so important because we are living in difficult times.  We need the wisdom the Bible teaches and we need the power that it gives.  Every answer we need for life is in there.

I am amazed sometimes when I listen to the world’s wisdom.  It isn’t all bad it’s just funny because the person conveying this knowledge thinks it is new and that he (or she) has discovered this great bit of wisdom.  I have to laugh because it has been in the Bible for thousands of years.  If they only knew.  Now even medical doctors are encouraging meditation.  God told Joshua about meditation long, long ago (Joshua 1: 8).  And I see the same thing over and over.  Look, we could really take a short cut here by just reading the Bible.  God is trying to teach us and take care of us.  I would love to have the words that would wake up the whole country and the world to the power and the blessing of the Word of God.  Maybe knowing that God is upholding the entire world with the word of His power and the realization that He has given us this word will shake the slumber from our eyes.  
1022. Friday, February 11, 2011

1 Chronicles 28: 9
If you seek Him, He will let you find Him, but if you forsake Him, He will reject you forever.

Which will you choose, to seek Him or to forsake Him?  I know your answer, you have already chosen Him, but did you realize that to God it is such a stark choice?  You have chosen to seek the Lord and He decided long ago to let you find Him.

This was in an address from King David.  He directed this comment to his son, Solomon.  David was teaching Solomon how to be a good King.  It seems the best advice he had for Solomon was for him to seek the Lord.  I guess there is no better advice any of us could give or receive.  In the Lord is the answer to every problem we face.  In Him is strength when we are weary.  He is protection from all storms and enemies.  He is wisdom, knowledge and understanding.  He is everything we need.  

What must we do in order for the Lord to be manifested in all those ways in our lives?  We must continually seek Him.  Now I love that He is going to let us find Him but truthfully, He has never really been the problem.  We have not really sought Him.  How do I know this?  Because if we had, we would have found Him.  We are too busy, we don’t know how … there are a myriad of reasons why we have never really sought the Lord.  For my part, I was afraid He wasn’t really going to be there for me.  I thought He might not answer me.  But then I got really good and fed up of other people having such a close and personal relationship with Him and me not.  So I chased Him down and do you know what happened when I chased Him?  He got me.  I chased Him until He caught me.  And it didn’t take long.  I found out that He was waiting for me.  As soon as I turned my face to Him, no longer holding back, He met me.  He let me find Him.  He led me to find Him.  And it was glorious and I will never turn away from Him because of what I found in Him.  It is why I am in ministry.  I wish that everyone have what I found and more besides.  It has been so good that I have had to share it.  And I have learned that everything He has given me, He has in store for you.  He wants every single person to have an intimately close relationship with Him.  He wants to help you in every thing you do.  He wants to give you all the answers.  It is like taking a pop quiz on the test of life and He is letting us cheat off of His paper.

You’ve got to discover what is holding you back from really reaching out to Him.  Is it fear?  Ego?  Do you think you are too busy?  Whatever is going on in your heart that prevents you from throwing yourself wide open to Him, that is the very reason you need Him.  He will remove that fear in a moment and heal all your old wounds.

Look, to the degree that you are not seeking Him wholeheartedly you are rejecting Him, or forsaking Him.  I know that is not your intent but it is the reality.  You must seek Him with reckless abandon.  Don’t worry about the consequences.  Just declare that you are going after God and do it.  He is going to meet you more than half-way and it is going to be the sweetest homecoming you can ever imagine.  He’s waiting.
1023. Monday, February 14, 2011

1 Corinthians 3: 16 – 17
Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.

The word temple in these two verses is also translated as sanctuary.  You are the temple of and a sanctuary for God.  Isn’t that exciting?  The Holy Spirit of God lives; dwells inside of you.  The old days of the tent of meeting and the Ark of the Covenant have passed.  The Holy One has a new temple, you.  Imagine that.  The holy temple of God is you.  The Holy Spirit has come to make His Home in you.  That is astounding.  Some times we look over these things because we have heard them before but just think about how remarkable that really is.

And this new temple is holy to God.  Anyone who destroys the temple will likewise be destroyed.  You are special to God in all ways, even your body is special to Him.  So you have a responsibility to guard the temple so that no one does it harm.  You are not to serve your body but rather serve God.  But, at the same time, you are not to abuse your body nor allow anyone else to.  If you allow it, then you are answerable to God.  If someone else causes harm to your body, God’s temple, then they must answer to God.  

Wherever you go, there goes also the holy sanctuary of God.  God’s holy temple is with you at work.  His holy sanctuary goes into the presence of everyone you meet.  His holy presence is with you wherever you go.  That is a very exciting truth but it might also be a bit sobering.  Are there some places you have gone recently that you think wouldn’t be completely appropriate for the holy tabernacle.

The Bible tells us to worship God in Spirit and truth.  Let us keep in mind that His Spirit is living inside our bodies and that our bodies are holy to him.  Don’t mistreat your body.  Take care of it as part of your service to the Lord.  And don’t overlook your importance to God.  He has made you his holy temple.  That sounds very important to me.
1024. Tuesday, February 15, 2011

1 Corinthians 6: 19 - 20
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.
You have been bought with a price and now you are no longer your own.  God bought you out of death and hell with the precious blood of Jesus.  In so doing, God raised up a new temple.  Then he gave you part of himself in the person of the Holy Spirit.  

Now some people’s ego gets in the way of this verse.  They chaff at being considered no longer their own or being some kind of property of God but I take this as a great honor and compliment.  I am grateful that God thought enough of me and wanted me in His family badly enough that He sacrificed Jesus for me.  I mean, the price He paid for you and me was so dear that we should feel honored.  And it is a privilege to give God glory.

How can we think so little of ourselves when God has done so much for us?  I don’t intend that we should think highly of ourselves because of anything we have done.  That is ego again.  I mean that we should not think of ourselves as worms in the dirt when God has gone to such lengths to glorify us in Him.  He gave all.  So, you must be worthy.  He gave his son’s life and blood in order to redeem us from hell.  Then He sanctified us.  Then He sent His own Spirit to live in us and be with us every day.  We were always precious and dear to Him and now we have become holy.  That is the only way holiness could live in us, by God making us holy.  And now God is with us always and at all times.  He is with you and He cares for you.  He couldn’t have possibly given any more.  He can never leave you nor forsake you because you have become His temple.  

You were expensive to God but oh, so worth it.  But now you are His and that is a truly great thing.  Honor Him in and with your body; with all you do and say.  Give Him glory and thanksgiving.
1025. Wednesday, February 16, 2011

2 Corinthians 6: 16
What agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, “I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God and they shall be My people.”
From the moment man fell, God began putting into action a plan to restore us to Him.  This verse affirms, like the two other verses so far this week, that we are the temple of God.  But this verse begins to show the even larger view of God’s plan to reinstate us.

God knew there were problems with the Mosaic Law and Abrahamic Covenant.  Man couldn’t live by the law, certainly not in the fallen state.  So God planned to send a Messiah, a savior who could redeem us from the law and reconcile us in a covenant of grace.  He promised that He would be our God and we would be His people.  His plan was to live amongst us and be with us.  Are you beginning to see how vital the other two verses from this week are?  Is the glory of God beginning to shine through?

God’s greatest desire always was to restore us so that we could walk in the cool of the day with Him and talk with Him.  His greatest want was for us to have fellowship with Him.  But he had to restore us in order for that to happen.  So he sent Jesus who, through his blood, justified and sanctified us.  God had to create a new temple so that He could come to us and be with us and in us even as he was with Jesus when Jesus was in the earth.

There are seven distinct places in the Old Testament where God promises that He will be our God and we will be His people and there several more that talk about some element of the same.  He was looking forward to this time and telling His flock that He was preparing a way to be in them and with them at all times.  No more does He dwell in temples made by the hands of men.  He has created for Himself a temple holy and set apart.  

Now then, keep the temple holy and righteous.  There is no place for the temple of God with idols.  Anything that you worship above God is an idol.  What the world runs after is not what we are to run after.  Some of those cultural icons have become idols to many.  But rather regard yourself as holy unto the Lord and choose the best for yourself.  All of God’s great plan is culminated in His coming and living in you until the final coming of Christ so regard yourself as precious to the Lord.

1026. Thursday, February 17, 2011

Luke 6: 38
Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.

God strongly poured this verse and message out to my heart yesterday.  It comes from His heart of compassion.  He knows that His people are still going through a difficult time financially and He wants to rescue them.  

I was reading Paul (David) Yonggi Cho’s book, The Fourth Dimension.  This passage stood out to me. Cho wrote, “God never works anything independently of you that concerns your life (p. 21).  That sounds like a very important statement so I highlighted it.  Paul Cho is the pastor of the largest church in the world and it is in Korea.  Korea is a predominantly Buddhist country.  Cho became a Christian when a young missionary girl from the US witnessed to him and prayed for him when he was on his deathbed dying from tuberculosis.  He accepted Christ and began reading the Bible and praying for his healing.  He was healed and went on to become a pastor.  I figure Cho knows a great deal about working with God. 

As I was thinking about this statement God began showing me how we must become givers if we want to receive.  He also pointed out scriptures showing that He wants to bless us (Psalm 34: 17, Psalm 37: 4, Proverb 10: 24).  So the problem seems to be that we need to participate in our own blessing.  We do that by transforming ourselves from people who habitually take, to those who are great givers.

Now I know your first thought.  “But I don’t have money to give.”  God knew your first thought too and he ministered it to me just this way.  Most of us are living in the United States.  That alone is a financial blessing that most of the world’s population does not share in.  While there are certainly plenty of poor and needy people in this country, we do not know poverty as a country.  There are whole countries who are impoverished.  And then by the world’s account every one of us has a very nice home, we own cars, and each of us has at least one computer.  This is not said to make you feel guilty or feel any negative emotion.  It is just called perspective.  While we are going through a rough time at home, I want you to realize that we are so blessed.

God wants to rescue you out of your present financial need.  But first He must show you that you have much more than you think you do.  He has to break up some of the cobwebs in our heads.  The other thing He wants you to accept and admit is that He will bless you financially.  He wants you to accept today’s scripture literally; that when you give more will be given to you.  He longs to give to you but we keep ourselves broke by clutching our few coins.  Frankly, we all have something to give.  If not money, then something else, even time.  You can find a worthwhile church or charity to donate time to.  But you have money too.  And there are plenty of worthwhile ministries that could use your support.  

We just haven’t decided to give.  We have become a society of takers.  How many ministries do you take from but never give anything to?  Look, you are not alone.  It is the way we have become as a society.  But I am promoting a change.  Let us become givers.  When you decide you want to be a giver you will find a way.  There are not many people who receive this email who cannot come up with one dollar to give.  I know that some of you are having a hard time making ends meet now but if you aren’t making ends meet anyway, why not give a dollar to God?  We haven’t desired strongly enough to become givers to allow it to change our habits.  You haven’t been desperate enough to bless God that you have disconnected your cable TV so that you would have something to give him.  In truth, we want to give out of our surplus.  But the whole truth is that if you don’t give in times of a little, you won’t give in times of much.  Well, Isaac learned that he had to sow in the time of famine.  And God took Isaac’s seed and multiplied it a hundredfold (Gen. 26: 12).  

Now that is what God is telling us today.  He wants to bless you super-abundantly just like it says in Ephesians 3.  But you have to do something.  Don’t just pray for God to meet your needs.  While you are there on your knees ask Him what you can do for Him.  Ask Him where you can sow some seed.  And don’t think that anything is too small.  When Kenneth Copeland was getting started in ministry he had nothing but the clothes on his back.  He was desperate, though, to give God something so he pulled a button off of his shirt and put it in the offering plate.  When you get desperate to be in cooperation with God, you will do something too.  We just haven’t gotten desperate enough yet.  

I realize today’s word is long but I cannot seem to emphasize strongly enough how loudly God is shouting this in my ear.  He wants to help his kids.  He wants to help you.  But he can do nothing in your life without your cooperation.  You must participate.  Get down to basics with God.  Tell him your needs.  But then dig a buck out of your piggy bank and give it to God’s service.  And don’t tell me that you don’t have one dollar.  Understand that God can do miracles with that dollar.  And just think if we all gave a dollar each month to a deserving ministry.  We can absolutely be the agents of change and we can make a huge difference.  Give and it shall be given to you.

1027. Friday, February 18, 2011

1 Kings 17: 12-13

But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have no bread, only a handful of flour in the bowl and a little oil in the jar; and behold, I am gathering a few sticks that I may go in and prepare for me and my son, that we may eat it and die.

Then Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go, do as you have said, but make me a little bread cake from it first, and bring it out to me, and afterward you may make one for yourself and for your son.

This widow was about as destitute as anyone can get.  She had no money, no flour, no oil and no hope.  Well, she had just a little bit of flour and oil.  She had no means of getting any more though.  She had only enough for one little cake for herself and one for her son.  Then they were going to starve to death.  Well, thank God that He had another plan for her.  Which reminds me of Jeremiah 29: 11 which says “For I know the plans that I have for you … plans for welfare and not for calamity.”  God had a plan for her well being (or faring well) so he sent the prophet Elijah to her.  What is amazing to me is that when Elijah arrives, the first thing he did was to require something of her.  Here she is so broke, so destitute that she is ready to lie down and die.  So God sends a big time prophet to be His instrument to rescue this widow from her dire situation.  And then right off this man of God asks her for a bread cake and some water.  Wow, what a rescuer he is turning out to be.  He is going to eat the last of her flour when God sent him to help her out of her poverty.

That is the way it works though.  God wants to bring you a financial breakthrough but He requires that you participate in the solution.  He isn’t intending that as the answer to your prayer he is just going to give you money like you are on the government dole.  No, He wants to teach us how to participate in His kingdom.  You’ve heard the old expression about teaching a man to fish instead of just giving him a fish.  Well, this is what the Father is doing for us.  He wants us to participate in our own rescue.  He wants to teach us to fish.  And you know it is true that we don’t want people just sitting around receiving welfare.  We want them to be willing to do something to help themselves.  Think about this carefully.  What if we could sit in our houses and pray for finances never doing anything to improve our situation and God would just slide $100 bills under our door.  How would that make us any different from people who expect their parents, family, the government or someone else to give them money while they lay around on the couch?  You can see how that is not going to help us grow and learn how to operate in the Kingdom.  We would constantly be in need of another miracle and another miracle …. Instead, God wants to teach us Kingdom principles and chief among them is the law of sowing and reaping.  He wants to teach us to fish.  That way you will always have enough for yourself and more left over to meet the needs of others.  And then as those people that your giving helps learn how to fish, they will be able to have enough for themselves and enough left over to help the next group.  

It is self-rescue in a sense but with divine, spiritual multipliers working on our behalf.  When we give to God, he blesses and multiplies the seed that we sow.  That widow in the story above sowed just a handful of flour and a little bit of oil and her labor to make the cake.  She reaped a flour bowl and oil jar that could not be exhausted.  This story takes place in a time of drought and famine which means that she had to sow even in famine.

God really does want to pour His blessing out onto you but you’ve got to participate.  You have to give Him something to multiply.  I’m not great at math but I know that even one hundred fold of 0.00 is 0.00.  God has promised to multiply your seed 30, 60 and 100 fold.  So really, it is just a math problem.  Sometime he goes way beyond those multipliers as He did with the woman in the story above but He has promised at least a thirty percent increase.  Tell me, where can you get a thirty percent return on your money these days other than the household of God?  I know what my CD’s are earning and it certainly isn’t that.  So, take your flour in your hand.  Even if it is not much take it to God and expect Him to perform a miracle for you.  Expect Him to give you a breakthrough.  He is your God and Father afterall.

1028. Monday, February 21, 2011

Psalm 34: 15
The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are attentive to their cry.

Did you ever wonder what God does all day?  He watches over you.  According to 2 Corinthians 5: 21, you are the righteousness of God so you don’t have to worry about whether you qualify or not.  If you have received Jesus as your personal savior then you are object of God’s love and care.  And He can see you from heaven.  He sees the wonderful acts of kindness you show to others and He sees when you are having trouble.  

His ear is tuned to you as well.  He waits on His throne for His children to call His name.  Some people wonder if God hears them.  Well, once we know this verse we longer have to wonder if He hears us.  We have assurance that He does.  Not only does He hear us but He is attentively listening to us.

These words were written before Jesus even came.  How much more precious do you think you have become now that you have been washed in the blood of Jesus?  God so loved you back when David was writing the psalms that He made His plan to send Jesus into the earth so that you could be redeemed from the curse of sin. 

And now as a member of God’s family, you are ever under his watchful eye.  And He is listening for you to speak with Him.  Whatever you want to talk about, He is interested in.  Don’t wait to talk to Him when you need something.  Although he is attentive to your cry, He is also just wants to hear from you.  He is watching and listening from His throne.  

1029. Tuesday, February 22, 2011

Mark 3: 31 – 35
And His mother and His brothers arrived, and standing outside they sent word to Him, and called Him and a multitude was sitting around Him, and they said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are outside looking for You.”  And answering them, He said, “Who are My mother and My brothers?” and looking about on those who were sitting around Him, He said, “Behold, My mother and My brothers!  For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.”

If you want to know the rest of the story, as Paul Harvey used to say, it is this.  When this story takes place, Jesus was in the early phase of his ministry.  At the time of this episode, he had returned home to Galilee where he was sitting, teaching a multitude of people.  But some scribes from Jerusalem were spreading rumors about him that he was possessed by Satan.  It was this satanic possession to which they attributed Jesus’ success in dealing with evil spirits.  As Jesus answered these accusations and taught the multitude his family showed up.  Do you think they went to hear him preach?  No.  They were there to get him and take him home because they thought he had lost his mind.

Guess what, your family is likely to think that you have lost your mind too.  If you dedicate your life to living with Jesus and letting he and the Holy Spirit direct your paths, then there are going to be people who think you peculiar.  Well, don’t worry about it.  You are in very good company.  The alternative is to act as the world acts.  That really doesn’t make much sense, does it?  If we actually follow the leading of the Holy Spirit, then it stands to reason that we won’t act like everyone else.  So take heart my friends.  If your family and friends think that you are a bit strange or peculiar, then you are on the right track.  

The really great news is that Jesus said that those who do the will of his Father, those are his brothers, sisters and mother.  He is saying, “If you follow me, then you are with me and I will be with you.  You are my family.  Even if you are estranged by your family and all of a sudden your friends have less time for you than they used to, don’t worry.  You are now with me.  I will be your close comfort.”  And you know, it really is true.  In that period of silence or maybe aloneness you will find a new comfort.  You will learn how to be with Father, Son and Holy Spirit in a way you did not previously know.  Don’t regret that period of estrangement.  Embrace it.  You are learning how to walk in a space that many will never learn.  On the other side you will have more than you need and everything you wanted.  This is only for a season.  For those who will dare walk out on the water, there is great grace.  And all your friends and family will come back around when they see how successful you are.  So don’t worry.  Follow after Jesus.  Go as far with him as you can imagine.  He is going to give you back everything that you sacrifice in order to follow him and more besides.  But the greatest thing you will find is a closeness with him that not even his family could enjoy.  
1030. Wednesday, February 23, 2011

John 14: 27
Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

Ephesians 2: 14
For He Himself is our peace.

God has always meant for us to live in peace.  Jesus left his peace here with us and Paul said that Jesus had actually become our peace.  Every book of the New Testament with the exception of 1 John speaks of peace so it seems clear that peace is, not only a dominant theme, but also an important attribute that our Father wants for us all.

The word peace in Biblical usage signifies harmonious relationships among people, nations and all institutions.  We are to have peace in our families, in our churches, and in every aspect of human interaction.  It also connotes rest and contentment.  It is easy to see how the word would carry this additional connotation.  If we had peace in all of our human relationships and had peace with God, it should certainly lead to a feeling of rest and contentment.

The Hebrew word for peace probably bears the greatest significance though.  It is the word Shalom.  Jews greet each other with this word.  Its meaning is best rendered in English as wholeness to wit, nothing missing, nothing broken.  So we see Jews greeting each other with a blessing of peace and wholeness.  After thousands of years of speaking peace, Jesus responded and became our peace.  He became for us wholeness, rest and contentment.  He gave us power in Him to have harmony in our human interactions and to be complete in Him with nothing missing and nothing broken.  Jesus said that this gift of his should impact your heart so that it is not troubled or fearful.  Jesus was a Jew. His concept of peace was that all should be right with you.  This is the peace that he left for you.  He did not give a worldly peace or peace as the world gives.  He gave divine peace.  He became peace for us and then gave himself to us in order to be our peace for all times.

When you accepted Jesus as your Lord you were adopted into God’s family, into the household of faith.  You have his kind of peace.  Is there anything in your life that it broken?  Then hold it up to the Lord and require that his peace repair it.  Is there fear in your heart?  His peace replaces fear.  Rest in the Lord, rest in his peace, for in him you are whole.

1031. Thursday, February 24, 2011

Psalm 34: 19 – 22
(Amplified)
Many evils confront the [consistently] righteous; but the Lord delivers him out of them all.  He keeps all his bones; not one of them is broken.  Evil shall cause the death of the wicked, and they who hate the just and righteous shall be held guilty and shall be condemned.  The Lord redeems the life of His servants, and none of those who take refuge and trust in Him shall be condemned or held guilty.  

You are the righteousness of God is Christ Jesus so you are saved from all manner of evil tidings.  Although problems come against you and your enemy the devil would deal all manner of evil schemes against you, the Lord, our Lord, is more than able to guard you from these attacks and protect you.  Jesus has already defeated the devil and holds in his hands the keys to hell and the grave.  Anyone who knows his standing with God and his position with Jesus shall overcome every evil design of the devil.

When God said that you are his righteousness (2 Corinthians 5: 21) he was saying that you have “right standing” with Him.  That is what righteousness means.  It doesn’t mean that we are perfect or holy.  It only means that we have been restored to our right standing with the Father.  Jesus purchased our redemption.  Look above.  It says that the Lord redeems the life of His servants.  How much more is that redemption fulfilled in the lives of the adopted sons and daughters of the Most High?  You have been restored to the divinely appointed position in God that was designed in the beginning of time.  Through Jesus, our Christ and Lord, we now have access to the Father (Ephesians 2: 18).  It was nothing that we did but rather what Jesus did.  But now that he has restored us, let us walk in that victory and unity that he purchased for us.

If we know our proper status; if we can accept who we are in Christ Jesus, then we can begin to walk in the unparalleled success that he has planned for us.  But Satan wants to keep you defeated and the easiest way for him to do that is to keep you from understanding who you are and what your standing is with God.  When you really begin to appreciate the high standing you have with God and your valued place with Him, then you look at verses like the one above with new eyes.  You get excited about His devotion to you and His promises are no longer words in a book but rather they come alive.

Can you read the above verse and know without any doubt that it is talking about you?  Can you receive God’s love, mercy and blessings?  The only thing that stands between you and your living the life that is portrayed above is belief.  If you believe it is for you, believe that God loves you and made this promise to you then it is yours.  You have His protection and He is your refuge from all of the storms.  And He will defeat all of the evils that assail you while you walk in peace.
1032. Friday, February 25, 2011

James 3: 2
For we all stumble in many ways.  If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.

Sometimes we stumble.  We all want to walk as Jesus walked but every now and again we trip over something, or someone.  James is saying here that among the many ways we err, the most common, the most prevalent is with our mouths.  He says that if anyone can control their mouth, then they are perfect because it is the hardest part to control.  Moreover, he goes on to talk about how bridling a horse’s mouth gives one the ability to control the entire horse.  Isn’t that amazing?  That huge animal can be steered by his mouth.

James is using that example as an analogy for our bridling our lives.  He is saying that if we can control our mouths, then we can control all of our lives.  For one thing, it is the hardest to control.  If we are going to mess up it usually is going to be in something we say.  The mouth is a very wily member of our bodies and hard to censor.  Whatever is in our hearts is going to come out of our mouths.  Eventually what we are thinking and believing is going to be evidenced by what we say.

The other point James makes here is that we control ourselves by controlling our tongues the same way we control a horse by controlling his mouth.  Whatever you say is what you are going to get.  So if you want to walk a particular path or live a certain life, then you have to be talking the talk of that walk.  You can’t let your mouth run amok and then expect your life to be disciplined and ordered.  Where the mouth of man leads, the body will follow.  You will be hung by the tongue and your actions and behaviors will be representative of that which you speak.  What you speak is going to be that which you have in your heart.  So what you are thinking on and meditating on will eventually come out of your mouth.  Once it does, you have given life to those ideas.

If you continue reading this chapter of James you will find that he transitions from talking about the mouth to writing about wisdom from above.  Is this an accident?  I should say not.  James says that no one can tame the tongue.  But, God’s wisdom is sufficient to meet every situation.  

There are two aspects here where the wisdom of God can help us.  First of all, we can pray that the Lord in his wisdom will help us to make the words of our mouth acceptable in his sight.  Secondly, we can seek his wisdom and his help to remedy those things that are in our heart that cause us to stumble.  From the overflow of our hearts our mouths speak so if we don’t like what is coming out of our mouths, it is probably wise to go to the source of the flow and correct the problem there.  You do not have power on your own to control your mouth.  But that is not a problem because you have a very big God who can handle this.  Commit your words to Him, ask Him to set a guard over your mouth but importantly, also allow Him to deal with the root problem at its source.  Let Him work in your heart to modify those thoughts and feelings so that your words can become holy unto him.  If you can keep from stumbling in what you say, then you are going to find your footing in all things much more sure and you are really going to like the result.
1033. Monday, February 28, 2011

Galatians 3: 7

(Amplified)
Know and understand that it is [really] the people [who live] by faith who are [the true] sons of Abraham.

First of all, let me explain all of the brackets above.  The Amplified version of the Bible takes the Hebrew and Greek text and expands it in order to capture the full meaning of those languages.  Sometimes one English word does not fully capture the meaning of the text that was originally written in Hebrew as was Old Testament or Greek for the New Testament.  It is a nice version to have on your shelf to help elucidate the English text.

In this example we see Paul making clear that the promise is coming down to the household of faith. Now everyone at the time of this writing was well aware of the promises that belonged to the Jewish nation.  But a new thing had happened and it was a matter of great change to the people.  The promises of God were no longer limited to the House of Israel.  God was extending His promises to those who would receive them by faith.  

God sent Paul to preach the good news of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles (which simply means to the non-Jews).  This was radical at the time although now we accept it fairly easily.  Still, there is one thing required in order to be a member of the family.  While you no longer have to be of a certain birth right, you do have to enter with faith.  All of the promises of God are for whoever will believe.  All people who will approach God in faith have become the children of Father Abraham and heirs to all of the promises.
1034. Tuesday, March 1, 2011

James 1: 1
James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad, greetings.

I want you to consider this man James.  He is the half-brother of Jesus.  He was raised in the same household as Jesus.  He was familiar with him.  Do you remember what Jesus said about familiarity?  Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown and among his own relatives and in his own household." Mark 6: 4.  The people who knew him growing up were the least of his fans.  They certainly did not honor who he was.  Recall that in Mark 3: 35-36 the story is recounted of when Jesus’ mother and brothers went to get him and take him home because they thought he was out of his mind.  Even the messiah, the Son of God got no respect at home and among his friends and relatives.

But look at the turn around here.  James confesses that he is a bond-servant of Jesus and calls Jesus Lord and the Christ.  Can you imagine the road James must have travelled between thinking Jesus was a nut to calling him Lord.  Wow!  And it must have been so difficult for him.  He probably ate a lot of crow.  At least Jesus would have been kind to him.  Imagine the humility James must have eventually felt as the truth became clear to him.  I really respect that this man had the integrity in his personality to humble himself before his own brother.  I perceive that it took a stout hearted person to confront his own lack of faith and his disrespect of his brother.  And while I think it would have been a great deal harder for James as the brother of Jesus, it is representative of the journey each of us has had to make.  And in that way this is a good lesson for us all and something to think upon.

There is, perhaps, another message in here as well.  How many people do we treat with scorn who are called into positions that should receive respect?  And if not scorn then do we act overly familiar or perhaps just do not show them the respect that their office, if not themselves, is due.  Let us think of people such as our pastors, our bosses, professionals, teachers and elders.  There is any number of positions and people who have earned respect but we resolutely refuse to show it to them.  I have noticed this in many environments.  There is something going on in our culture that is causing us to try to bring everyone down.  Maybe it is our own poor self-image that causes us to try to bring people down to our level.  But whatever the cause, the remedy is in our own hands.  We all need to make a concerted effort to treat those who are older than us, who have positions of authority and who are accomplished and learned with respect.  It is not for them that I give this advice.  It is for ourselves that we should determine to honor those people.  And in the interim let us seek that which is in our hearts that has prevented us from elevating others and showing them honor and respect.  Let us allow the great healer access to those issues and to mend us.  Who is in your close sphere that you can show more respect and honor?  Don’t delay.  Begin today.
1035. Wednesday, March 2, 2011

Romans 8: 26 – 27 

And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

You need the Holy Spirit working with you.  He prays for the saints making intercession for us.  The verse says that the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness because we do not always know how to pray as we ought.  That is to say that He helps us with our prayers.

In our religious culture we have not yet developed our relationship with the Holy Spirit to the same extent that we have with the Father and the Son.  And yet the Holy Spirit of God is the third person of the trinity.  So we certainly want to learn about Him and the role He plays in our lives.  These verses show the central role the Holy Spirit plays in our prayer life.  In His aid of our prayers, He intercedes for us which means that He makes requests to the Father on our behalf.  He also leads our prayer.  When you pray in other tongues you can clearly see the manifestation of the Holy Spirit interceding with groanings too deep for words.  But when you pray in your own understanding, English for most of us, you still can rely on the Holy Spirit to lead you and guide your prayer.

Now here is the really exciting part.  Verse twenty-seven tells us that the Holy Spirit prays for us according to the will of God.  Believers are often concerned that they “ask amiss” as discussed in the fourth Chapter of James.  One cannot pray wrong or ask amiss if they are praying the will of God.  So the Holy Spirit’s guidance in prayer is invaluable because when we allow Him to pray through us or for us then we cannot pray outside the will of God.  Whatever we pray within the will of God is certain to be answered.  In this way the Holy Spirit and God are merged in their efforts to bless you.  God wants you to be blessed so He has established that the Holy Spirit and Jesus both intercede for you (Romans 8: 34).  He also makes His will for you known to them so that they can pray according to His will.  In this way the Father, Son and Holy Spirit come into agreement for your petitions.  It doesn’t get any better than that.  

So get to know the Holy Spirit.  You can talk to Him just like you would either God or Jesus.  Invite Him into your life and especially your prayer life.  Start reading the verses in the Bible about Him.  I think you are going to enjoy your partnership with the Holy Spirit.

See also:  Matthew 18: 19
1036. Thursday, March 3, 2011

Romans 8: 28
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

This scripture has caused a lot of people a lot of trouble.  The reason why is because they have misunderstood it.  And why has it been so misunderstood.  Frankly, many preachers have taught it wrong in the past.  So let’s deal with this passage.

I call it the lemonade scripture because to me it says that God takes lemons and turns them into lemonade.  I wasn’t always of this mind though.  As a young person I was taught that this scripture means that God makes bad things happen to us so that He can make us strong or teach us something.  That is just opposite of its meaning.  The scripture says that He causes all things to work for our good, not for the bad.  Let’s look a little more closely at the wording.

Notice that the verse begins with the conjunction “and”.  So the question becomes, what two ideas is Paul joining together with that conjunction? The answer is that it is the passage from yesterday, Romans 8: 26-27 where we are told that the Holy Spirit prays for us because we don’t always know how to pray as we ought.  It also said that the Holy Spirit prays the will of God for us.  So when coupled these verses say that God has given the Holy Spirit the job of helping us pray and interceding for us according to God’s own plans for us so that every thing will work together for our good.  We know that God’s plans for us are good plans because of Jeremiah 29: 11 which says that He has plans for our well being and to give us a future.

So through theses scriptures we can see that God has devised an elaborate system whereby His plans to prosper us always have an advocate.  He made good plans for us and then set Jesus and the Holy Spirit the task of praying for us so that good can be manifested in our lives.  God is good and has good for you.
1037. Friday, March 4, 2011

Romans 8: 29 – 30
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born of many brethren; and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom he justified, these He also glorified.

Yesterday we looked at Romans 8: 28 which said that “God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” Did you wonder if you were one of those who God is called according to His purpose?  This verse, which is the continuation of the thought that is in the 28th verse, says that you are.  Now if you just accept for a minute that you are the subject of these verses and re-read verses 29 and 30 you should feel very blessed and elated.  After all, God is telling you, among all else, that He has justified you and glorified you.  That is shouting ground if I’ve ever heard it.  But let me show you more closely that you really are His chosen; His elect.

I think most people accept that God “foreknew” them or knew them even before they existed in this earth.  Jeremiah 1: 5 says “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you.”  Ephesians 1: 4 says that God “chose us in Him before the foundation of the world.”  God knew us before we even existed in the earth and He chose us.  Therefore, your destiny is to become the image of His dear Son.  If He foreknew you, and we just said He did, then you have already been called, justified and glorified.  We accept then that all things work together for the good for you because you were chosen even before the foundation of the earth was laid and you have been called to God.  You are the chosen and the called of God.  Celebrate!  All of these verses are working together to show you and tell you that God is on your side.  He has loved you and ordained you since the beginning of time.  Before you came into the physical world He had a good plan for you and He is ever working all things for you and on your behalf.
1038. Monday, March 7, 2011

Romans 8: 31

(God’s Word Translation)

What can we say about all of this? If God is for us, who can be against us?

The verses from the last three days of last week have lead up to this one.  Paul spends every word from verse twenty-six until now telling us how God has created a providential structure that is in place to take care of us.  This verse is the beginning of Paul’s wrap up.  It begins his conclusion.
And his conclusion is this, when you look at the preceding text you have to ask yourself, “Since God has predestined me to be called according to His purpose, has sent the Holy Spirit to help me in my time of weakness and to help me pray, even interceding for me and since He causes all things to work out for my benefit, then whom shall I fear?  Since God is for me, who is there who can stand against all of these mighty and divine benefits?”

You see, the revelation that Paul had and was trying to convey to us impressed him that nothing in this world is able to stand up against the great and awesome things that God has done for us.  Paul is saying that God is with us so who is there in this world, even the devil, who can stand against God?  In my mind I hear Paul speaking this paraphrase to the world saying, “My Dad is bigger than your dad.”  I just think of a youngster who has the greatest bragging rights if a bully should ever dare to pick on him.  “My brother is bigger than your brother and my Dad is bigger than your dad.”

Now the devil would love to be able to pick on you.  He is the bully that will take your lunch money and cram you into the trash can just because he can.  But he can only get away with that if we do not realize who we are in Christ Jesus.   If we have the revelation that Paul was trying to get across to us in these verses, then there is no way we are going to let this bully steal our stuff and beat us up.  We should stand right up and tell him in no uncertain terms that if he even acts like he is going to touch us, we are going to call our big brother and our Father and they are going to wale the tar out of him.  

For those of you who were ever picked on and didn’t have anyone to come to your rescue, it is payback time.  You’ve got the Dad of all Dads as your advocate.  Just the mention of His name is enough to send the enemy scurrying.  And your brother has already whipped him soundly.  You just let the devil know that if he touches you, your money or your family you are going to call your big brother Jesus to come whip him again.  There is no one you need ever fear again and no circumstance either.  Since God is for you, who cares who or what is against you?  They are nothing compared to our Dad.
1039. Tuesday, March 8, 2011



Romans 12: 2
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
Paul Cho teaches in his book, The Fourth Dimension (1979 Logos International, chapter 5) that in order to commune with God you have to have a renewed your mind.  God communicates with us through our thought life.  If your thought life is not renewed then there is no way that God can communicate with you.  You need to have His word in you and His kinds of thoughts.  You cannot have a polluted thought life and experience God’s thoughts within you.  He just cannot work in that kind of environment.  God touches your thoughts with His thoughts.  

How do you renew your mind?  By washing it with the water of the Word.  As you read and study the Bible, you actually train your soul and mind.  You redirect all of the pathways of your thinking from all that you have learned from the world to what you are learning in the Word.  This will completely revamp your thought life and the rest of your life.  God will communicate with you through your thought life by your renewed mind.

He also communicates with you through His word.  Just last week I was praying earnestly over something and God brought three scriptures to my mind and linked them together.  Had I not had those scriptures already in my spirit and my mind, He could not have simply brought them to my remembrance.

Jesus said, “But the helper, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in My name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you” John 14: 26.  But he cannot bring it to your remembrance if you never knew it in the first place.  This is a very important lesson.  The Holy Spirit cannot remind you of that which you never knew.  In order to commune with God, you must renew your mind and feed it on the Word of God.  By this you will be transformed into the very image of Jesus.  You will be able to communicate with God.  God will be able to work more closely with you on the issues that are of importance to you and then He will be able to lead you in the issues that are important to Him.  But you are never going to develop that close relationship with Him and strong communication with Him if you do not renew your mind with the Word of God.  First take out the trash. Then replace all of those old decrepit, worldly thoughts with the thoughts of God.  That is what the Bible is after all, God’s thoughts.  These two steps will lead you into closer communion with God.  You are going to hear His voice more clearly and you will find it much easier to be led by God.  Renew your mind.  Wash it with the Word of God.

1040. Wednesday, March 9, 2011

Psalm 44: 3

(New International Reader’s Version)
They didn't win the land with their swords. They didn't gain success with their powerful arms. 
Your powerful right hand and your mighty arm gave them success. You looked on them with favor. You loved them. 

This verse reminds me very much of Zechariah 4: 6 which reads, “Then he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel saying, ' Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the LORD of hosts.’”   God is trying to teach us something as he was Zerubbabel.  That lesson is that success and victory come to us not by our own skills and strength but rather by the power and Spirit of the Lord.  God is the source of our victory.  His love has always motivated Him to care for and protect us.  He looks upon us with favor and love and it is that which ultimately caused the people in today’s verse to win their victory.  It wasn’t the power of their own arms; it was the power of God’s mighty arm which moved on their behalf because of His love for them.

So first we need to grasp this idea of God’s love for us even if we cannot appreciate its scope.  We need to accept, at a deep level, that God’s love for us is the strongest, most motivating force in the universe.  We need to accept that He does truly love us.  Secondly, we need to learn to rely on His strength and His power rather than looking to ourselves as the means for success.  This means that rather than worrying about what we should do for a particular situation, we look to God and actually allow Him to work it out for us.  Also, we are not going to be the ones to make our goals and dreams realities.  We need to put our dreams and goals into His hands and let Him create His wonders.  

These days businesses often talk about sourcing.  Do they out source a project or keep it in house?  I want to you to think about that term in a different way.  If God is our source, if He honestly and truly is our source, then we should be out sourcing everything to Him.  And once you give it to Him you can let go.  Rather than putting our effort into trying to succeed we can devote our time to praising Him.  

No matter what you are undertaking today, make your start by beginning with the Lord.  That time that you spend with Him will get you closer to your goals than extra time spent at work.  Realize that every battle can be won in the Spirit.  Remember, not by might nor by power but by His Spirit.

1041. Thursday, March 10, 2011

1 John 5: 18

(New International Reader’s Version)
We know that those who are children of God do not keep on sinning. The Son of God keeps them safe. The evil one can't harm them. 

Here is some great news today!  The evil one cannot harm you.  Are you surprised?  There is nothing the devil can do to you.  Jesus has already fought and defeated him and Jesus keeps you safe.  It is only in Jesus’ safety that we are unharmed though.  Apart from him there is no safety or protection.  

Now, who is it that is protected from the evil one?  This scripture says that it is the children of God.  How do you become a child of God?  By believing in the one he sent.  But, there are also signs that follow the children.  One of those signs is that these are people who have given up sin.  They do not do the things that they once did and they are certainly not living as the world lives.

Once we accept Christ, we are supposed to be transformed (Romans 12: 2).  The life we live after being saved is the life of Christ (Gal. 2: 20).  The love of God transforms us.  And certainly Christ has no part in sin.  He is the way, the truth and the life.  Our protection from the evil one is in he who is the way, he who is the truth and he who is the life.  Our way is not to be the way of the world but rather the way of Christ.  We have given up our old lives in order to live this new life in Jesus.  Our lives, then ought to be distinguishable from those living outside of Jesus.

In this verse, John seems to suggest that there is some relationship between the sin life and the life of protection in Christ Jesus.  I see this verse as a progressive verse suggesting a progression in growth and maturity of believers rather than John suggesting that there is a causal relationship between sin and protection.  

It begins by talking about people being the children of God.  Then that transmission from the world into the kingdom of God causes people to renounce sin.  They become enveloped in the love, truth and redemption of Christ and in that redemption they find grace and mercy and no longer want to participate in anything that grieves Jesus.  

Jesus specifically denies in John 9: 2 that bad things happen to us because we have sinned.  But in this verse John does lead us to mature in the things of God.  Once you have tasted the sweet saving grace of the Lord Jesus, you should want to avoid sin.  There should be something inside of you that makes you want to stop practicing sin.  Sure we are all still mortal and are constantly having to crucify the flesh, by which I mean that sometimes we still slip up but there should be true remorse and repentance in your heart when you do.  But, you are no longer in bondage to sin.  Jesus redeemed you.  So don’t keep living under it.  Don’t practice it.  Make sin foreign to you.  You have been given power to separate yourself from sin.

But also hear the larger message in this verse which is that Jesus keeps you safe from the schemes and ploys of the evil one.  This is tremendously good news, but you will never be able to receive this kind of protection if you have a sin consciousness.  

There are two parts of this scripture and I am trying to get you past the sin part and over into the victory in Jesus part.  I want you to depart from a life of sinfulness and sin consciousness and move over into the part where Jesus can impart his grace and victory to you.  Let go of sin both in practice and in self-image and renew your mind to the fact that you are the righteousness of God is Christ Jesus.  And not because of anything that you have done so that any of us should boast but because of what Jesus did.  All of these things that he did were done for you so you should start living in them.  Put your eyes on him.  He is the author and perfecter of your faith (Heb. 12: 2) so it is in him that your faith should reside.  And rejoice.  If you can accept it, Jesus is keeping you safe so that the evil one cannot harm you.

1042. Friday, March 11, 2011

Psalm 42: 5
Why are you in despair, O my soul?  And why have you become disturbed within me?  Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him for the help of His presence.
This passage is interesting in part because the author is counseling himself.  He is speaking to his own soul.  Your soul is your will, your thoughts and your emotions.  So the psalmist was dejected, perhaps forlorn.  Some other translations say, “Why are you downcast or why are you discouraged, my soul?”  Verse 6 reads, “O my God, my soul is in despair within me.”  So it is plain that the psalmist was going through great emotional turmoil.  He was discouraged.  Who can’t relate to that?

But he had something not every Christian has.  He had a deep abiding belief and faith that God would save him out of the present trouble.  He commands his soul, “Put your hope in God!”  You see he was speaking to his soul, to his own emotions.  He was not letting them run him but rather was taking control over them and telling them how to feel; what to believe.  

When we look at the results and the circumstances around us, it is easy to get discouraged.  But sometimes you just have to disregard the facts and see with your faith.  If we constantly get our input from the circumstances we will often fall into despair.  That is why we must renew our minds like Romans 12: 2 tells us to do.  We must focus our thoughts and focus our minds on the words of God rather than on the evidence we see with our natural eyes.  We have to use our spiritual eyes, the eyes of faith to see what God has promised us rather than meditating on the evidence from the world.  If we always stare at the evidence from the world, we will constantly be depressed.  But faith and belief in God is soul lifting.

The psalmist was confident that although the situation looked bad at the moment, he was going to see the glory of God.  He believed that God would raise him from his predicament.  And he prophesizes over himself saying, “I will praise God again.”  He is telling his soul, “Look mister, shape up.  God has this under control.  He is going to bring me out of this trouble and you will praise him.”  He was even confident in God’s presence.  So although he felt horrible, he took control over those emotions and proclaimed by faith that God was greater than any problem he faced.  And he said, “I am going to praise him and thank him for his presence.”

You can do this too.  This is an operation of the will.  Sometimes you just have to tell yourself what to believe and give yourself a good old fashioned pep talk.  You can’t lie around and moan and groan about your troubles and expect a good result.  You can’t throw a temper tantrum and fuss and cuss and do yourself any good.  You’ve got to get back down to what really works and that is a professed faith in God.  Don’t let current pressure or problems cause you to back down from the promises of God.  If he promised it then He is well able to perform it.  And don’t let your own emotions talk you out of receiving the best from God.  Just press through when you get discouraged.  Get up and do something positive.  In just a little while you will be singing his praises if you don’t back down or give up.
1043. Monday, March 14, 2011

Ecclesiastes 8: 4

(King James)
Where the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, what doest thou?
You have the word of not only “a” king but “the” king.  So it seems to me there should be even greater power present when we are talking about “the” king.  The words of kings have always carried power but it is really difficult to get that message across to Christians.  We are all quick to appreciate that when an earthly king or queen speaks, things happened.  As a matter of fact, we would be surprised if there was not a quick response to the words of a monarch.  And yet, we tend to find it hard to fathom that God’s words have power.  How much more power ought they carry than the word of some earthly king.  Consider also that “the” king, our Father is not only a ruler but He is also the creator.  The king of any country rules it but he did not create it.  He didn’t make the land and trees, the creeks and mountains.  A creator is even more powerful than a ruler.  And it was with words that God created the world.

Even more surprising to me is the second phrase of today’s verse when compared to earthly rulers and God.  How many people really question a monarch, especially to their face?  And yet we question God all of the time.  Do we really have less faith in and less respect for God than most people have for human rulers?  You have to wonder.  

I think it is really that we can perceive earthly rulers with our senses whereas we must perceive God with our spirits.  Being earthly creatures ourselves before we are born again, we naturally understand earthly power.  But now that we are born again we are new creations.  We are spiritual beings.  Now we must turn to our spirits.  We must develop sensitivity in our spirits and have our minds renewed.  Then we can appreciate the power God has and the power we have in him.  Our minds will be able to learn and understand who we are in God and what is available to us through him.  

God’s Word has power.  The ruler and creator of all has given you His Word so you now have His power.  It is worth our while to discover what we have and how to use it.
1044. Tuesday, March 15, 2011

Psalm 37: 35 – 36

(New International Reader’s Version)
I saw a mean and sinful person. He was doing well, like a green tree in its own soil. But he soon passed away and was gone. Even though I looked for him, I couldn't find him. 

Do not despise wicked and deceitful people even when they are languishing in apparent success and prosperity.  It is a falsehood and an illusion.  It won’t last.  It can’t because lavishness that grows from roots of meanness, malevolence and corruption is negative and diseased.  Nothing good and sustainable can come from evil beginnings.  You will see the fall of people, institutions and even governments whose foundation is laid in wickedness.  

People are drawn to the appearance of success.  People like to be around people that they deem successful.  But we should weigh the cost of those people’s success and then determine if they are really the kind of people with whom we should associate.  This is not to say that we don’t minister to all people.  It just means don’t be drawn to these people for what you can get from them even if that which you get from them are intangibles.  Maybe it makes you feel better about yourself being around people who have the similitude of success whether or not they have acquired it by honest means.  If that is the case then we have to ask ourselves why that is.  We should feel good about ourselves without those kinds of associations because our Father is the king of all, the great I AM.

Do not be jealous of these people nor covet their life.  It is transitory.  You will turn around and not even be able to find them.  Their success will have flown and maybe even their lives with it.  We are to be rooted and grounded in love (Eph. 3: 17).  Your success is from the root of love.  If you build a house on the correct foundation, which is the Word of God, then your house will stand.  Even in times of great trial and storms, it will stand.  But for those who build their house on the backs of others or on deceitfulness, wickedness and other evil principles, great will be their fall.  You don’t want to be in the house when it falls.  So don’t go into the house of the scoffer.  Stay in the house of the Lord and of Godly people.  The success and prosperity that lasts is there, with God and with His people.  Go often to the house of the Lord and dwell with His holy ones.  You will be blessed and enriched.
1045. Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Proverb 10: 6
Blessings are on the head of the righteous; but the mouth of wicked conceals violence.

Did you know that you are crowned with blessings?  That is what this verse says.  The New International Reader’s version reads, “Blessings are like crowns on the heads of those who do right. But the trouble caused by what sinners say destroys them.”  That should be a wake up call for the unrighteous.

2 Corinthians 5: 21 says that we have become the righteousness of God.  If, then, you have become the righteousness of God, then you have been crowned with blessings.  One version says that blessings rain down upon the heads of the righteous.  So use your mental canvas and paint this picture for yourself.  When you proclaimed Jesus as your lord and savior, you became the righteousness of God through the substitutionary miracle of Jesus.  Immediately, the blessings of God fell on you and became a golden crown for your head.  Jesus took what you were upon himself and substituted you into his place.  So all of the blessings that were on Jesus have come upon you.  Jesus placed his own crown upon your head as his joint heir and his ambassador.  You have been given a very high place.

In the past Christians have been confused about their position in the earth and in the Kingdom of God.  God has made us kings and queens, rulers in this domain (Romans 5: 17).  Yet many Christians have decried themselves worms of the dirt.  You are not a worm; you are the anointed child of God.  You have kingdom authority.  God sacrificed Jesus for you.  Do you really think he gave his only begotten son because you are a lowly worm?  And even if you had been, Jesus made you something new, something beautiful and wonderful.

You are worthy of blessing and God has already crowned you with glory and majesty (Psalm 8: 4).  You are worthy because God made you worthy and your crown is full of the majesty of God.  Get blessing oriented in your mind.  Leave the worms in the dirt.  They are for fishing not for inheriting the kingdom of God.  And don’t dishonor God by calling his beloved child a worm.  Call yourself a child and an heir.  Call yourself the blessed of God.  Just being a Christian makes you blessed.  See yourself wearing a beautiful golden crown called “The Crown of Blessing.”  See Jesus placing it on your head.  Amen.
1046. Thursday, March 17, 2011

Mark 5: 34
And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your affliction.”

You probably recognize this passage from the story about Jesus and Jairus.  Jairus had entreated Jesus to go to his house and heal his daughter who was at the point of death.  Jesus turned immediately and began following Jairus.  But, along the way, a woman with an issue of blood pressed her way to Jesus saying to herself that if she could just touch the hem of his garment, she would be made well.  When she did touch the hem of his robe, she felt within her that she had been healed.  Jesus, realizing that power had gone out from him sought who had touched him.  Today’s verse is Jesus’ response when the woman came forward to admit it was she who had touched him.

This story is remarkable in many ways but I want to look at the role we play in our own healing.  The narrative tells us that the woman had done everything she could do with medical science to get well.  She had spent her fortune and suffered much at the hands of physicians.  But they had been unable to heal her.  She did not give up though.  When she heard about Jesus and the miracles that followed him, her hope was renewed.  She believed that Jesus was the answer to her problem.  If she could just get close to him and touch even his garment, she would be made whole.

There was a mass of people all around Jesus.  This woman, though, pressed through the crowd to get to Jesus.  That couldn’t have been an easy task in itself but she was convinced that in Jesus was her healing.  All she needed to do was to connect with him.  So she made her way to him and the moment she touched him, she was healed.  Notice that Jesus didn’t do anything.  He was walking along oblivious to this woman until she touched him and drew on the healing power within him.  He didn’t lay hands on her or pray for her.  Jesus said that it was her faith that made her well.  So what was her faith?  She had faith that there was healing power in Jesus and that if she could in anyway join with him she would benefit from that healing power and be made well.

Obviously the importance to us today is that this is the same Jesus.  He hasn’t changed nor has the power within him diminished.  He is just as willing that people be healed today as two thousand years ago.  The hang up is our faith.  Do we have the same faith as the woman in this story?  Do we believe that this same Jesus can heal us today as he did then?  Or is our faith in medicine and medical science?  Have we lost our faith in the healing power of Jesus?  Is his power to heal the same today as it was then?  Is it less?  Is it greater?

And how do we have the kind of faith the lady in this story had?  Faith comes by hearing the Word of Christ (Romans 10: 17).  If you read the whole story (Mark 5: 21 – 34) you will discover that her faith came “after hearing about Jesus” (Mark 5: 27).  The more you associate with the Word the more you grow in the things of God including faith.  And then your faith in the faithful one will make you whole also.  No matter what ails you, whether in spirit, soul or body, the healing anointing of Jesus is more than sufficient to make you whole.  

Someone might say, “I tried that healing thing but I didn’t get healed.”  Well, first of all, if you aren’t dead then it isn’t over yet.  I would also say, don’t try it.  Do it.  Anyone who would say that the “tried” is indicating that they quit.  Otherwise they would say they are “trying.”  Look, it might or might not be easy.  What does it matter?  If you are healed and healthy what difference does it make whether you had to put in some effort?  Isn’t it worth it?  What about the woman in the story.  She had to keep pressing in.  What do you suppose would have happened if she had stayed at home and prayed for God to send Jesus to her front door step?  She believed and then she put that faith into action.  She exercised her faith and she was healed.  I believe that God wants you healed.  Prove it to yourself.
1047. Friday, March 18, 2011

Ephesians 2: 17
And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near.

Paul is talking about Jesus in the verse above.  Jesus came with the message of peace and he continues in that message to this day.  Now understand that Jesus was not preaching peace to governments and kings. He was preaching peace to you and me, to individuals. This is a personal peace that he wishes to impart to you.  In John 14: 27 Jesus, in preparing his disciples for his departure, said that he was going to leave his peace here.  He also taught that it was not an earthly peace, but his own peace.  The result of his peace is a tranquil heart which does not know fear.  His peace calms all of those things which disturb your heart or causes it the experience fear.

If you are worried or frightened, then you are not experiencing the fullness of his peace.  But it is available to you.  That is why he left his peace here in the earth, so that until he comes back and takes us all home, we can live in this earth in peace.  No matter what is going on around you, you can still have peace.  Imagine Jesus when he walked in the earth.  Nothing ever stole his peace from him.  No matter what happened, he was able to keep his peace about him.  He wasn’t afraid; he didn’t fall into worry or even dread.  That is the kind of peace that he has left for you.

Ephesians 2: 14 says that he himself is our peace.  We live and have our breath in him.  The life we now live, we live in him.  So as we are walking in him, we walk in peace.  You know you are in him and in his peace because your heart is untroubled.  You have perfect peace in your heart.  This is an important way we can know if we are doing as he and the Holy Spirit are directing us.  I have heard it said this way, “Follow peace.”  If you find yourself agitated or even unsettled, then that is a good time to double check if you are really headed in the right way.  That doesn’t necessarily mean that you are in sin but it might mean that God is trying to lead you a different way.  When you have that unsettled feeling then you need to pray.  There is probably something that needs attention.  If you don’t have peace about a course of action or something that is going on, then you really need to stop and readdress the situation.  If Jesus is your peace then you should never have to be without that peace because you should never be without Jesus.  It was important to him that you be able to live in this earth with an untroubled, peaceful heart.  That is the reason he left his peace here for us.  You should be living in perfect peace.  If you are constantly upset, worried, frustrated or irritated, then have a talk with Jesus and ask him to show you his peace.  If you have a decision to make, then check your heart after you make your decision.  You should find it at perfect peace.  Jesus is our peace and peace is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5: 22) so seek peace and follow after it.

1048. Monday, March 21, 2011

Isaiah 54: 14
In righteousness you will be established; you will be far from oppression, for you will not fear; and from terror, for it will not come near you.

What is your reaction when you read the verse above?  What ever it is or was determines what result you will have in your life.  If you read it and feel cheerful and encouraged then you will reap the benefits of having obtained this knowledge.  If your reaction is denial and negativity, then these promises are not going to do you much good.  They will work for those who believe them but are of limited value to those who argue with them.

The prophet Isaiah was prophesying about a day that was coming; he was looking forward to Jesus.  After the coming of Jesus, Paul told us that we had become the righteousness of God through Jesus (2 Cor. 5: 21).  So all that was prophesied in this verse is now present.  You are already established in righteousness and insulated from oppression, fear and terror. 

How many people do you know that are living without fear, oppression or terror?  And yet God made a plan thousands and thousands of years ago to separate us from those horrors; a plan that He carried out in Jesus.  If you will re-read this verse and determine in your heart that this verse was meant for you, that it is personal between you and God, then you can set yourself apart from fear and worry.  You’ve got to claim these promises as your own and then expect God to do just as He said.  Hold him accountable for His words and His promises.  He didn’t speak these words or make these promises with the intent to try to effectuate them on as few people as possible.  No, He is trying to apply them in every person’s life.  It was His idea to make you these promises.  No one twisted His arm to get Him to say these things.  But He cannot activate what you will not accept.  

So receive today your freedom from fear, terror, and oppression.  Accept today’s verse as a gift from God especially to you.  Let Him fill you with confidence and assurance.  Freedom is only a word away.

1049. Tuesday, March 22, 2011

Romans 12: 2
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Let’s begin from the back of this verse.  We all want to know what the will of God is for our lives don’t we?  We all want to know His good, perfect and acceptable will.  So, in order to be able to discern the good and perfect will of God, we need to renew our minds so that we think as He thinks rather than thinking like the world thinks.  If you are having trouble with the word “prove” think of it more like a proof that you did in geometry class or a proof from logic or philosophy class.  When you transform your mind and your thinking you can then understand and reason the way God does.  Your thinking will be renewed by the renewing of your mind.

God wants you thinking His thoughts and with His way of thinking.  Through transformed thinking, we can transform our lives.  Is there any problem or obstacle in your life right now?  The way to overcome it is to transform your thinking.  The problem is in the world, it is a problem of the world.  As long as we continue to think the way the world thinks, then we will not see a way over or around the problem.  But the minute you begin to see things from God’s perspective, solutions present themselves.  You will find that your hope is renewed as well.

So, the key question is, “how do we effectuate this change of thinking?”  How do we learn to think as God thinks?  The Bible is our key to transforming our thinking.  It is a compilation of God’s thoughts.  Whatever He said, He thought first and the Bible is a record of what He has said.  Every day, pick up your Bible and read it.  Put God’s words inside you by reading His Word.  Then when you are confronted with a problem you have God’s wisdom inside of you to pull on.  Ask yourself, “What does God say about this?   I know what the world says but what does God have to say about this situation.”  That is the beginning of faith speaking because instead of just accepting what the world offers about a situation, you are turning to God to find out what He has to say.  Then you pick up your Bible and find those scriptures that address your particular circumstance.  Now, that may be a daunting task in the beginning but there are resources that help us to do that.  There are topical Bibles.  You can find them at Bible bookstores and also through the use of online search engines like Biblegateway.com.  Many Bible teachers have both published and online resources to aid believers in finding answers to their questions.  And you are welcome to write to me and I will point you to available resources.  There is no reason for anyone to suffer from a lack of resources in this day and time.  

But it begins with the Word.  God is going to help you overcome every obstacle but in order to work synchronistically with Him you have to transform your thinking by renewing your mind with the Word of God.  You have to stop thinking the way the world thinks if you want to overcome the problems of the world.  That makes sense doesn’t it?  Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed to a different way.  Renew your thinking and you will renew your life.

1050. Wednesday, March 23, 2011

Proverb 10: 19
When there are many words, transgression is unavoidable.

Did King Solomon just tell us to “shut up?”  I mean, that is about as plain as anyone can say a thing.  The New Living Translation reads, “Too much talk leads to sin. Be sensible and keep your mouth shut.”  God’s Word translation says that sin is unavoidable when there are many words.  When we were kids our parents told us that if we couldn’t say something nice we shouldn’t say anything at all.  What happened to that proverb?  Why don’t we hear it quoted any longer?

We must learn to keep our language positive, never letting negative words into our mouths.  How long will it take for us to learn not to speak badly about others?  Honestly, these are little baby lessons.  How can we go on to learn the deep things of God if we still haven’t learned the elementary ones?  I don’t know how much more plainly Solomon could have spoken in order to make this point and yet here we are all of these thousands of years later still struggling with the basics.  Make a decision that you are going to effect a change in your life.  Decide that you are going to put behind you once and for all back biting, criticism and negativity.  All of that stuff looks bad on you and it certainly does not bring your heavenly father glory.  It doesn’t make Him smile from heaven when he hears us tear down another person.  That poor old person, despite their problems and misdeeds is one of His kids too.  And that person desperately needs you to grow up and pray for them instead of tearing them down further.  I mean really, aren’t they about as low as a person can get?  Do you really need to crush them more?

Let us fill our mouths with prayer.  Put a guard on your mouth.  Ask God to help you so that only words which are edifying and uplifting come out of your mouth.  And when all else fails maybe the best thing to do is to just keep your mouth shut.  Let your mouth be a vessel or praise and prayer or else say nothing at all.
1051. Thursday, March 24, 2011

Colossians 2: 20
If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as . . . ?

In the context of this passage Paul was referring to religious rules about what to eat but he is really making a point in the larger context.  Why, if we are no longer of the world, do we still allow ourselves to be bound by the things of the world?  Paul said that we have died to the elementary principles of the world.  In other words, these base things of the world should no longer have a hold on us.  We have graduated to the higher principles.  Our minds, hearts and spirits are meant for the higher things.  Jesus wondered why we even take thought as to these base things like what to eat and what to wear (Matthew 6).  Jesus said that God knows we have need of these things.  This means that we don’t have to think about them but rather put those things in God’s hands.  Turn your mind to the things above.

We are spiritual beings and should, therefore, be living in the Spirit rather than being consumed by the elemental things of the world.  Focus your eyes and thoughts on the things of the spirit.  Understand that there are unlimited resources in the Spirit.  That is where your supply is.  God is our source, not this world.  That is why you don’t have to get all upset when something happens in the world.  It is not your source.  You pray about those things and thank God that you have the ability to pray.  But you don’t get into panic.  You are supposed to stand in prayer for those who don’t have a connection to the miraculous power of God.  

And when you do have a problem, rather than looking first at the solutions of the world, you turn to God and ask for His help and ask His advice.  There are some things that are impossible in the world but nothing is impossible for God.  That is the power that you are connected to.  That is your source of strength and solutions for both you and for the world.  We are not of the world so we should not be consumed by it but we should be praying for those who are of the world.  After all God so loved the world that He gave His only son (John 3: 16).  

So there are two messages today.  First, don’t be dragged down and in bondage to the things of this world.  You have died with Christ to the base things.  Secondly, look above and set your eyes to the higher things.  You are a spiritual being with a spiritual connection to the most high.  Make that existence the center of your thoughts and actions.  Look to God as your source.  Get spiritually minded instead of worldly minded.  Expect to live in the miraculous because He is a miraculous God.

1052. Friday, March 25, 2011

Job 22: 28
You will also decree a thing and it will be established for you.

I want to tie three scriptures together for you in order to demonstrate an important principle for operating in the kingdom of God.  First, God created us in His image (Genesis 1: 27).  He is our father and like most kids we were created and raised to be like Him.  We are supposed to act like Him.  The Word of God and the Holy Spirit teach us and guide us to maturity.

The second scripture I would like to share is Romans 4: 17 which, speaking of God says that he “calls into being that which does not exist.”  This simply means that God calls those things which do not currently exist into being by the words of His mouth.  We can see this in operation throughout the Bible but the Genesis account may be the most obvious example.  When He began creating the earth He said something.  He said, “Let there be light” and light became.  He said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters” and there was land.  And you know the rest of the story.

The point is, you’ve got to say something.  Or in question form, “What are you saying?”  You see, we are created in the image of God to walk like Him and talk like Him.  He operates through the declarations of His mouth.  And whether we know it or not, we are creating with our mouths too.  But are we creating the results we want?  There are always two aspects to talk about regarding the words we speak.  One aspect is that we should guard closely that which comes out of our mouths and keep our words positive and uplifting.  The other side of the issue is in using our words purposefully in order to create desirable outcomes.  That is what I want you to think of today.  God used His words on purpose to create the heavens and the earth and everything in them.  The reason he gave you these specific scriptures is so that you would understand that you are supposed to develop your world in the same way that He did.  He is our model and our guide in all things.  And the creative power that He used to form the earth is the exact same power that is living inside of us right now.  But…you’ve got to say something.  You have to speak words of faith.  You don’t just walk around wishing.  You open your mouth and declare something.  “I decree that I am going to live a life free of burdens and bondage” for example.  “I pronounce that I make $___________ a year.”  What ever it is that you need in your life, speak to it.  Call that thing which doesn’t currently exist into being.  Call it as if it already exists because in the spiritual realm it does.  You don’t have to be earth bound.  Anything in heaven is already yours by inheritance.  Speak and claim it.  Declare it and it will be established for you by my Father who is in heaven.
1053. Monday, March 28, 2011

Proverb 10:24
What the wicked fears will come upon him, and the desire of the righteous will be granted.

Fear is insidious and it is dangerous.  It attracts that which it dreads.  Father God tells us over and over in the Bible to have no fear.  It has been said that there are 365 places in the Bible which say to fear not.  I don’t know if that is accurate but it sure would be appropriate for we need to be reminded every day to put fear away from us and replace it with faith.

You know the story of Job.  He had a wonderful life but lost it all.  He tells us in the third chapter how this calamity came upon him.  “For what I fear comes upon me, and what I dread befalls me” Job 3: 25.   Fear and faith cannot exist in the same space.  Either you will stand in faith or you will give into fear.  When you give place to fear it becomes a stronghold in your mind.  You end up worrying over and meditating on the very thing that you do not want.  It is a much better activity to meditate and ruminate over that which you do want.  Imagine what you want and let that be what you attract to you rather than putting your mental energy into that which you do not want.  
That is what is represented in the verse above.  The righteous man is meditating on and receiving the desires of his heart while the wicked man is letting his mind concentrate on those things which he fears.  The thing that he dreads is going to come upon him because it is what he is giving life to in his mind.  He is going to attract that which is his focus.

Further, it is implied in this verse that fear is wicked and, therefore, the righteous man will not fear.  That is why this verse has a clear delineation between the wicked and fear and the righteous and desires.  The righteous are in faith rather than fear so they get what they desire.  There minds are meditating on their desires rather than that which they fear.  The wicked person is letting his mind focus on that which he fears and he is, likewise, going to get what he meditates on.  So the righteous person keeps himself from fear.  He walks in faith and reaps the benefit of his faith.  The person who nurtures his fear is acting unrighteously and without divine intervention will reap the fruit of his meditation.  If this is you, do not compound the problem by putting yourself under condemnation.  Speak to your Father.  Ask his forgiveness for your unbelief.  Repent and ask him to renew your minds and your thoughts.  Then get out your Bible and find words of faith to replace those fearful thoughts.  Meditate on the good news and restore your mind and your fortunes as did Job.
1054. Tuesday, March 29, 2011

Colossians 3:1 - 2
If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on the earth.

Although Paul wrote this about 2000 years ago, this is a message for today.  We live in a time when God wants to visit His power on the earth. He, therefore, wants His children to be more heavenly minded than earthly minded.  Or a better way to state it is that He wants us to be more mindful of the things of the Spirit than of the world.  It is not so much that He wants you thinking about heaven as He wants you meditating and thinking on heavenly topics.  He desires that we lift our thoughts to the contemplation of spiritual matters.  This is a persistent theme in the New Testament.  Jesus taught us in the lessons recorded in Matthew 6 that we need not think of the material things of this life because God knows that we need those things and He will provide them.  These teachers are directing us to get our thoughts off of the basic needs of our earthly life and onto the greater needs of all of mankind.  God wants us thinking His thoughts and seeking His wisdom and knowledge.  We are to seek Him and then pray as directed.  He will meet our elementary needs so those things need not occupy our time and energy.

God wants to perform the miraculous in our towns and cities.  He desires for us to live in the super-natural but we must first turn our minds to the super-natural.  We are so consumed by busy life-styles, television and other media and the care of the things of the world that we rarely have the time or the quietness in our minds to really dedicate ourselves to the pursuit of spiritual things.  It becomes hard for us to hear the voice of God through the ruckus of daily life.  It is no wonder why those who sought God often escaped to monasteries, convents or mountain tops; anywhere to get alone with God and hear His voice. 

Today is no different.  The world is too much with us but most of us cannot run away to the mountain top nor is that what God is telling us to do.  If you can, great!  But what He is really saying is to live the monastic life in our minds and spirits.  I heard Kenneth E. Hagin speak one time on living the fasted life.  He taught that we are to seek God everyday, not just on fast days.  And everyday is the Sabbath, not only Sunday.  It is this singular idea that you can be with God every minute of every day if you will start thinking in those terms and practicing it.  You can pray while you pump gas (and you really need to these days).  You can talk to God while you walk through the grocery store.  This doesn’t replace quiet, alone time with Him but in this way you can spend all day with Him.  You never have to be separated from His presence for even one minute.  You can talk to Him about all that you see in a day and get His thoughts on those things.  What does He think about the devastation in Japan?  Does He have specific prayers He wants you to pray for Libya?

Let your body walk around in the world and take care to do what you need to do but allow your spirit to start spending time with your Father.  Direct your mind to His thoughts and your ears to His voice.  Set your mind to things above instead of being consumed by everyday minutia.  Seek the things of God.

1055. Wednesday, March 30, 2011

Colossians 3: 12
And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

In this section of Paul’s letter to the Colossians, he discusses and illustrates the transformed life.  He compares and contrasts the former life to the new life of those who are in Christ Jesus.  He teaches that we are to abandon the former ways of the world and instead live a new life as one who is hidden in Christ.  He encourages us to put on the new self which is constantly being transformed into the very image of Christ.  

The measure of that transformation is in our ability to walk in the traits listed in the verse above rather than walking in the ways of the flesh.  If you will read Galatians 5: 22 which lists the fruits of the Holy Spirit, you will find great similarity between that list and this.  And that is as it should be.  As we walk in the Holy Spirit with our life hidden in Christ, then it is only reasonable that the fruits of Jesus’ spirit should be demonstrated in our lives.  If our life is in him and being lived in him, then our behaviors ought to comport to his.

So you can check yourself daily.  Ask yourself, “Am I expressing compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience?”  Whenever you feel the slightest bit of tension on the inside of you, check yourself.  That inner turmoil may well be from a conflict between the new creation you are in Jesus and the old self that has reared its ugly head.  When you behave in a way that is inconsistent with the heart of God, you should feel a restless unease inside of you.  And the more transformed you become; the greater your maturity in the things of God, the more pronounced that unease becomes.  It is an awesome check on the inside of us which helps to guide and correct us.  Whenever you feel that uneasiness, stop and pray.  Think about the most recent things you have done or said.  Most likely the error is in something that you said.  God wants to help you correct it right then.  It can also be from something you are thinking or a reaction you are having to someone else’s behaviors.  This is a wonderful opportunity because you can catch your reaction and correct it before you say something which you will later regret and have to repent for.

If you are never getting checked in your spirit, it is probably because you have never developed sensitivity to the Holy Spirit.  Talk to your father and the Holy Spirit and ask them to set a guard over your heart, mind and mouth.  Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you and to direct your words.  And ask him to show you anytime you are acting in a manner inconsistent with his best for you.  It is only through the power and assistance of the Trinity that we can be transformed.  And through the power of the Trinity you will express God’s loving nature.
1056. Thursday, March 31, 2011

Hebrews 12: 1
Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.

In this verse Paul is again trying to encourage us to lay aside all of those things which hinder us from pursuing God and following the course that He has laid out for us.  Paul acknowledges that there are many things in life which have the effect of encumbering us.  Imagine what he would say about today’s lifestyles.  Do you think he is astounded with how much we manage to stuff into a single day?

But this has been a problem of the ages.  You can always find plenty of things to occupy your time.  I laugh with folks I know who are retired and wonder how they managed when they were still working.  But regardless of the demands on our time, we must set priorities.  Many of us spend great amounts of times doing those things which feel like urgencies and we never get over to the items that are actually important.  Do those things first which have life long impacts.  

God needs to be at the very top of that list and being busy is not an excuse.  It feels like a reasonable one but it is not valid.  There is no excuse or reason in the world for not putting your time with God in first place.  Now I want you to know that the devil is going to routinely help you mess this up.  He is going to throw things into your path that seem important but some of them won’t matter a hill of beans if you don’t get them done that day or even ever.  

Take if from me.  I have made all of the mistakes.  I was a work-a-holic with misaligned priorities.  Don’t make God teach you this lesson himself.  Get a grip on it for yourself.  And on the same hand, don’t ruin your health trying to cram too much into your life.  When you crash it is not going to be pretty.  Then you certainly aren’t going to have time to do all that you think you have to do because you are going to be laid up in bed.

Whatever encumbers you to the point that you cannot follow God is arguably an idol.  I think we all know how God feels about idols.  But if you are putting those things before God then can’t you see that is what they are becoming in your life.  That is a pretty harsh reality.  None of us wants to live a life of idolatry and we certainly don’t intend to so here is your wake up call so that you don’t accidently slide into misplaced priorities.  

Unburden yourself.  Follow the course that God has set for you.  Make the time with Him and the things that He is telling you to do the highest priority in your life.  You will find that your life becomes more peaceful and that you can actually get more done.  
1057. Friday, April 1, 2011

Hosea 4: 6
My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.

John 10: 10 teaches us that Satan comes only to “steal, and kill, and destroy.”  He is out to destroy each and every one of us but knowledge stops him dead in his tracks.  What knowledge is this?  The knowledge of God.  You find knowledge of God in the words of the Bible.  So ignorance of the Bible is destroying folks.

This is the way it works.  The devil has to be very subtle because if you knew that he was infiltrating your defenses, you would stop him.  So he begins by planting the seed of a thought in you.  It might just be the whisper of an idea in the beginning or a little bit of doubt.  Then bit by bit he grows that seed.  Usually the attack is on two fronts.  On the one hand he will plant seeds of how the world thinks and at the same time he begins to erode your faith in what God says.  He is tearing you down in two ways.  

Some of these seeds he sows directly into your life.  Others he develops socially so that you are hearing these messages of doubt and unbelief in your daily interaction with society at large.  These are hard for you to combat because the whole of society begins to move in a certain direction like the flow of a river.  You find that you are being swept along with the tide without ever realizing anything has happened.  You might be completely oblivious to a change in the current.  Every once in awhile, though, someone will stick their head up and say, “Wait, why are we going this way now?  This is not how society was 20 years ago and it was better then.”  But it is very difficult for that person to swim against the tide.  And it is even more difficult to change the direction of the river.  Without proper tools the best we can hope for is for that person find some way to get out of the flow.

What will help you from getting swept along with the tide of popular belief?  True knowledge.  And you know where you get that.  Look folks, this is no game any longer.  People are dying because they have believed the lie and not sought the truth.  Everyone is being destroyed because of their lack of knowledge.  God’s word is life.  In the Bible we find the words of life and truth.  You want life, right?  It is in the Word of God.  And I don’t only mean the Bible but that which gives the Bible life.  Jesus, the Christ, the anointed one came.  He was the word but he took on human flesh so that he could be the light to a dying world.  But as we follow him we must realize and remember that he is the word (John 1: 1).  You cannot succeed against the devil without Jesus and Jesus is the Word.  He existed in the beginning, long before he came to walk the earth.  He has given us armor and a weapon with which we can stand against all of the attacks of the devil.  The sword of the spirit is the word of God (Eph. 6: 17).  That is what is going to keep you from being destroyed.

Look, first you must wake up to the realization that there is a battle going on all around you.  What’s more, you are the prize.  The devil seeks to destroy you and the Lord seeks to save you.  And this battle is not only about the great here after.  It is about today; about this time that you are here on the earth.  The devil can’t destroy you once you are in heaven.  He is trying to destroy you in the here and now.  His greatest weapon is ignorance or a lack of knowledge.  If he can keep you ignorant of your rights and power in Jesus, then he can destroy you.  Military and political geniuses have known this for centuries.  He who controls the information flow wins.  If Satan can control the information then he is free to enslave people. 

He is subtle and patient and that strategy has availed much.  Little by little he has talked us out of our allegiance to the Word of God.  Even modern churches of the living God pay less and less attention to the importance of the Word.  In some places it has been relegated to a back seat.  When this happens, Satan is able to enslave that people.  He can tell people anything he wants and they don’t even recognize the lie because they don’t know the truth.  It is through our lack of knowledge of what the Word says, what God says that Satan is able to destroy us.  And if the children of God are ignorant of what the Word of God says, then how much more are the unsaved?  And then who will teach them?

I implore you by mercies of our living God and our precious savior; do not let ignorance of the Word of God be your undoing.  Don’t let Satan destroy a precious child of God because you are uninformed of what God is saying to the church.  You are vitally important because of who you are and also because of what you are.  This society, this world needs you to survive because of who you are and also because you are a child of the living God.  We cannot afford to lose you or lose your life.  You country needs you.  Your family needs you.  Your society needs you and the body of Christ needs you.  Only as we all become informed and knowledgeable will we really be able to bind ourselves together and start turning the tide of popular culture.  Honor the Word of God. Don the full armor of God.  Don’t allow ignorance of the Word destroy you or the ones you love.
1058. Monday, April 4, 2011

1 Corinthians 13: 5
(Love) does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered.

Jesus made it clear that love is our commandment (Matt. 22: 37-40, John 15: 12).  Yet what kind of love is this?  What does the love walk actually look like?  The 13th chapter of 1st Corinthians is often called the love chapter and in reading the entire chapter one can see the characteristics of love.  One aspect of the love walk is that those who walk in love are not easily provoked to anger.  The New International Version reads that love is “not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.”  The New Century Version says that love “does not get upset” with others.  This segment of chapter thirteen is the subject of today’s Word of the Day.

You do not have to be a great student of human behavior to have noticed that people are easily offended these days.  It seems that people are always angry and upset.  We have created a whole genre of television programs showing people acting out in anger.  It was not very many years ago that this was considered bad behavior.  Now it is the everyday.  Why are people so constantly upset and angry?  They have completely lost sight of the love walk.  And let us be honest, it is not only the heathen who are having problems keeping their anger in check.  Go to a Christian conference and watch the frustration and irritation of folks as they try to get out of the parking lot at the end of the session.

No, not everyone is like that; thank God, but you do have to wonder how someone, anyone can spend an hour in a Christian conference and then walk out and act like the devil.  The answer is that they have not matured in their love walk.  God is love (1 John 4: 8) and those who belong to God demonstrate His nature.  1 John 4: 8 also says that “the one who does not love does not know God.”  In other words, once we truly come to know God, we will also love just as God does.  We will demonstrate those attributes of love found in 1 Corinthians 13.

The truth of the anger and offense problem lies in the last phrase of verse 5 where it says that love does not take into account a wrong suffered or that it keeps no record of wrongs.  The essential truth in this phrase is two fold.  First there is the very basic principle of forgiveness.  Because we walk in forgiveness, forgiving others as our Father has forgiven us, there is no possible way for us to keep a record or an account of wrongs done to us.  We discount them and release them the moment we forgive.  And the instant of forgiveness can follow immediately upon the heels of the offense.  If you forgive someone’s transgression even as it is happening the way Jesus did, then you never even have to opportunity to be offended.

The second truth implied in that phrase relates to Jesus’ teaching that we are to be others centered instead of self centered just as he was and is.  The only way you can be offended by someone’s act towards you is when you are being concerned about yourself.  Why do you get angry when someone cuts in front of you in traffic?  Is it not because you feel they have taken something away from you?  Why do you ever get angry?  It is usually because you feel someone has taken advantage of you or usurped your position in some way.  But if we were not concerned about ourselves then there is no way that someone’s act towards us could upset our peace.  It is only in defense of ourselves that we get offended.  When we are no longer first on our minds, then what others do to us looses its power.  That is how Jesus walked in the world.  Even while people abused him, he prayed for their salvation.  He didn’t make it all about him but rather all about them.  That was the heart and the expression of compassion.  Get yourself off of your mind and foremost in your priorities and you will find that it is increasingly difficult for anyone to offend you.  When you can travel through this world without getting offended, you will know that you have really matured in the love walk.
1059. Tuesday, April 5, 2011

Mark 4: 22
For nothing is hidden, except to be revealed; nor has anything been secret, but that it should come to light.

Jesus is revealing something here.  He is telling everyone that the knowledge and wisdom of God is available to His kids.  Nothing is to remain hidden, he says.  That is great news!  Don’t we all want the knowledge and wisdom of God?

In the book of John Jesus told of the coming of the Holy Spirit.  As a matter of fact, he said that it was to everyone’s advantage that he leave so that the Holy Spirit could come (John 16: 7).  I am sure that was hard for Jesus’ disciples to believe.  But Jesus said that when the Spirit came he would “guide us into all the truth” and that “whatever he hears, He will speak; and he will disclose to you what is to come” (John 16: 13).  

The reason that God sent the Holy Spirit into the world was so that he, the Holy Spirit, could lead us and guide us into all truth.  God is not holding anything back.  Nothing is being held back.

This is important for us to realize and accept.  Many people think that God is a great mystery wrapped in enigma but it just isn’t so.  True his ways are higher than our ways and his thoughts are higher than our thoughts but that is why he sent first Jesus and then the Holy Spirit; so that they could teach us and be guides for us.  Besides, the scripture says that we have the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2: 16).  That was given to us so that we could understand God’s mind and His precepts.  He longs to teach us and reveal Himself to us but as long as we go around saying, “No one can understand God” and “You can never know what God will do” then it is going to be impossible.  When we align our thinking with the Word of God, though, then we can hear from Him and receive instruction from Him.  He is more than willing to give us His wisdom and guide us with His instructions.  That was all part of the master plan.  So if we will receive today’s scripture into our hearts as truth, then we will have, likewise, prepared ourselves to hear from Him in all things.  We become receptacles for His knowledge and for understanding.  All of the wisdom of the ages has been stored up for you and it is God’s good pleasure to reveal it to you.  Ask of Him what you want.  It was all meant for you from the beginning of time anyway.
1060. Wednesday, April 6, 2011

Mark 4: 24
And He was saying to them, “Take care what you listen to.  By your standard of measure it shall be measured to you; and more shall be given you besides.”
It is important for us to guard our hearts and minds as to what we allow to enter into them.  One of the significant ways we can do this is by filtering what we hear.  Look at this same verse in the Amplified Version.
And He said to them, Be careful what you are hearing.  The measure of [thought and study] you give [to the truth you hear] will be the measure [of virtue and knowledge] that comes back to you-and more [besides] will be given to you who hear.  

This is a continuation of Jesus’ message that is recorded in the 22nd verse and which was the subject of yesterday’s Word of the Day.  Yesterday we learned that nothing has been hidden by God except that it is to be revealed.  Now Jesus tells us that as we give thought and study to the truth that we hear, virtue and knowledge will be given to us in equal or greater proportion.  There is a direct return for the amount of thought and study we give to God’s word.  Therefore it is important that we hear the truth or said differently, that we hear the Word.  We must give time and attention to the Word of God.  As we sow our time and thought, we reap virtue and knowledge.

Conversely, it is also important that we filter out information that does not yield a good crop.  I know many people like horror books and films.  But I have to ask, what kind of seed is being planted in the spirits of people that ingest that genre of media.  Is there really good that comes from it?  What about overdosing on the “bad news” that we get daily from news media?  How encouraged can one be after the barrage of bad news?  Television shows seem to get more and more gory every day.  

If we feast on the public media buffet and do not spend greater or equal time with the truth, we are going to suffer.  We deprive ourselves of the wisdom of God and create fear and unrest in our own spirits.  God wants to increase to you His wisdom and His knowledge.  That is why Jesus taught for us to take care in what we listen to.  God wants to encourage and edify His people.  Begin to take notice of all of that your ears hear in a day and decide if most of it is good for you.  You might decide that it would be good to buy some Christian teaching CD’s and put some good news in your ears.
1061. Thursday, April 7, 2011

Psalm 127: 2

(Amplified)
It is vain for you to rise up early, to take rest late, to eat the bread of [anxious] toil – for He gives [blessings] to His beloved in sleep.

God can do more in your life while you sleep than you can in all the hours of your anxious toiling.  This sounds like fantasy but it really is true.  God is still a player in the earth.  And while He needs you, He doesn’t need you running around frantically.

God would have us spend our time in prayer.  You see, God fully intends to enter into a partnership with us but we have failed to recognize our part in that partnership.  Our role is to give our attention to study and prayer.  God moves the mountains through us.  As we dedicate ourselves to those things of first importance, He leads us and directs us.  He will tell you what to do and you will get twice as much done in half of the time.  You will have no wasted effort.  And there is certainly no point in your being anxious for anything (Phil. 4: 6).

Our society has idolized work-a-holics.  We like to brag about how busy we are.  But we are actually out of the will of God.  God would have us all live in balance.  We certainly are not supposed to work ourselves to death or even to fatigue.  Sure there are seasons in each person’s life when the load is a bit heavier than other times but Jesus said that we are to give him our heavy burdens and take on his which is light.

If you will make your time with God your first priority then you will find that he can, and will, make all of your burdens light.  He is the source of blessing, not the labor of your hand.  And He will even flow blessings to you while you peacefully sleep.
1062. Friday, April 8, 2011

Hebrews 12: 2
Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

We have all heard it said that we must fix our eyes on Jesus, which is to say to put our sight on Jesus and leave it there.  But did you ever wonder why?  There is more to it than just reading about Jesus and trying to emulate him.  This passage speaks to our daily walk with the Lord. 

We look to Jesus as our leader.  We cannot follow where Jesus is leading if we do not look at him.  We keep our eyes on him rather than on anything or anyone else.  This means that first we are going to have to take our eyes off of ourselves.  If you are self absorbed and therefore paying attention to yourself all of the time, then you are not focusing on Jesus.  He cannot lead you if you won’t give your attention to him.  Secondly, we must take our eyes off of the things of this world. Again, the things of this world are not supposed to dominate our attention but most of us think of those things more than we think about Jesus.   God meets your needs so there is nothing that you need or want that is more important than Jesus.

One of the reasons that this is so important is because Jesus has been tasked with the responsibility of growing and maturing our faith.  He will lead us in faith steps.  When we follow him we walk in areas previously unknown to us.  He takes us places we could not and would not go alone.  We wouldn’t even know how.  But by staying in tune with him, by listening to him he teaches us new ways to interact with the world and with others.  He is leading us in new paths and he is teaching us how to walk on the water.  You know what happened to Peter when he took his eyes off of Jesus and started looking at the world and circumstances around him.  He started to sink.  As long as he had his eyes fixed on Jesus, he walked on the water.  You too were meant to walk in this kind of faith.  Fix your eyes on Jesus and follow where he leads.

1063. Monday, April 11, 2011

Isaiah 8: 11 – 14

(Amplified Version)
For the Lord spoke thus to me with His strong hand [upon me], and warned and instructed me not to walk in the way of this people saying, Do not call conspiracy [or hard, or holy] all that this people will call conspiracy [or hard, or holy]; neither be in fear of what they fear, nor [make others afraid and] in dread.  The Lord of hosts – regard Him as holy and honor His holy name [by regarding Him as your only hope of safety], and let Him be your fear and let Him be your dread [lest you offend Him by your fear of man and distrust of Him].  And He shall be a sanctuary [a sacred and indestructible asylum to those who reverently fear and trust in Him].
I am always blessed and intrigued when I find passages, ideas and messages in the Old Testament that parallel those in the New Testament.  But we really should not be surprised.  God has never changed.  He is the same “yesterday and today and forever,” (Hebrews 13: 8).  His purposes in the beginning are the same as today.  

So here in the book of Isaiah we find God warning His people about familiarity with the world.  We are not to participate with them nor act like them.  Most importantly, we are not to fear as the world fears nor are we to spread fear and anxiety.  God is painting a very different image of His people in this passage.  We are not to be in fear of the things the world fears and we are not to spread that dread and angst over the problems of the world.  

As I read this I think about woes of the economy, the many places wherein our soldiers are deployed and the energy crisis.  It is true that there are really tough times out there.  The disaster in Japan alone is enough to consume the prayer time of us all.  There is plenty to make us fearful and to talk about (or complain about).  But God has told us that we are not of this world (John 17: 16) and that we are not to “walk in the way of this people.”  This means that we are not to fear what they fear or gossip about it and spread that fear.

So how are we to behave?  We are to take our eyes off of the problems and fix them on Jesus who is the author and the finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12: 2).  Then we are able to respond in faith rather than in fear.  We regard God as holy.  He is our focus.  He is our protector and our source.  It is in Him that we invest our emotions motivating ourselves in trust rather than fear.  You cannot commit yourself to God in trust and continue to speak the language of fear.  The articulation of fear is a confession of deficient trust in God and His protection.  And it is an insult to the God of your prayers.  

When the problems of this world start getting to you, stop and redirect your eyes, your thoughts and your words.  Remind yourself who is Lord and confess your faith in his help and protection.

1064. Tuesday, April 12, 2011

Isaiah 8: 14 – 15

(Amplified)
And He shall be a sanctuary [a sacred and indestructible asylum to those who reverently fear and trust in Him] but He shall be a Stone of stumbling and a Rock of offense to both the houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  And many among them shall stumble thereon; and they shall fall and be broken, and be snared and taken.

I want to look at the second half of Isaiah 8: 14 today.  Yesterday we saw that God is a strong refuge to those who trust in Him.  In the second part of the 14th verse, Isaiah begins to prophesy about the coming of the Messiah.  (As an aside, the prophetic aspect of the Old Testament is an additional very good reason for Christians not to ignore the Old Testament).  Isaiah foresaw that Jesus would become a stumbling block to many, especially to those who are of the household of Israel.  But this stumbling block would not be confined to the Jews.

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 1: 23, “We preach Christ (the Messiah) crucified, [preaching which] to the Jews is a scandal and an offensive stumbling block [that springs a snare or trap], and to the Gentiles it is absurd and utterly unphilosophical nonsense (Amp.).”  Many other versions say that to the Gentiles, the preaching of Jesus is foolishness.  So what we see here is that Jesus is a stumbling block to many, Jews and Gentiles.  “[J]ust as it is written," BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED’” (Romans 9: 33, NASB).  Jesus witnessed this himself.  We see recorded in Mark 6 an account of this offense and occasion for stumbling. “Is not this the Carpenter, the son of Mary and the brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not His sisters here among us? And they took offense at Him and were hurt [that is, they disapproved of Him, and it hindered them from acknowledging His authority] and they were caused to stumble and fall” (Mark 6: 3, Amp.).  But Jesus said, “Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me” (Matt. 11: 6, NIV) and Romans 9: 33 said that those who believe in him would not be disappointed.  So in order to be blessed and not disappointed we need to ensure that we do not stumble over Jesus.  That doesn’t sound too difficult, does it?  So what was it that caused so many others to stumble?  “For thus it stands in Scripture: Behold, I am laying in Zion a chosen (honored), precious chief Cornerstone, and he who believes in Him [who adheres to, trusts in, and relies on Him] shall never be disappointed or put to shame. To you then who believe (who adhere to, trust in, and rely on Him) is the preciousness; but for those who disbelieve [it is true], The [very] Stone which the builders rejected has become the main Cornerstone, And, A Stone that will cause stumbling and a Rock that will give [men] offense; they stumble because they disobey and disbelieve [God's] Word, as those [who reject Him] were destined (appointed) to do.” (1 Peter 2:8, Amp.).  

They stumbled because they disbelieved and disobeyed the Word of God.  Let us, therefore, test ourselves in this.  Do we really believe the Word of God?   Are we actively and purposefully believing His word?   If not then we are, in fact, rejecting the chief Cornerstone of God, Jesus.  Is the Word of God fact or fiction to you?  Do you read it as ultimate truth?  Do you read it at all?  Are your devotions centered on the Word of God or the writings of man?  Where does God’s Word fit into your life?

By answering these questions you can determine where you stand in relation to the chief cornerstone of God.  I adjure you by all that is holy to not allow yourself to be offended by or stumble over the Word of God.  It is okay if you don’t understand it all.  Who does?  It is even okay if you have a conflict with it.  God is big enough and secure enough for you to have questions.  You can wrestle with the Word.  That is not sin if what you are seeking is God’s explanation, wisdom and understanding.  But don’t ignore it or minimize it.  Do not allow yourself to be offended by some passage of the Bible.  There is a good chance that you don’t understand it fully if you are in offense.  And if you are offended by the Word, then you are offended by Jesus because he is the Word (John 1: 1).   Our God is a god of love.  He is love.  So if there is something in His Word that you are having a difficulty with, He wants to explain it to you.  He is not trying to hurt you.  He wants to help you.  When you trust that truth, then the rest is easy.
1065. Wednesday, April 13, 2011

2 Chronicles 5: 13 - 14
When they lifted up their voice accompanied by trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and when they praise the Lord saying, “He indeed is good for His lovingkindness is everlasting,” then the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God.

What a glorious image!  This is how we are supposed to be living in these days.  Think about it.  This is Old Testament; before the coming of Jesus.  How much greater and better should our days be?  We should be living in the glory of the Lord.

Now this scripture does not represent a formula.  No, rather it is an example to us.  The glory of the Lord filled that place and it was brought about by the praise and worship of the people.  It is not critical that we have cymbals or that we say those exact words that the people in this passage did.  It is important, though, that we have the same condition of heart as they.  They praised and worshipped God from their hearts.  

God loves music.  Satan, Lucifer as he was known before the fall, was God’s chief angel and he was beautiful.  His body was made of musical instruments.  God loves for you to sing to him.  And did you know that no matter how bad your singing voice is, it is beautiful to God.

And oh, that we praised like this in our churches today.  Sometimes we (the church) act like we have been embalmed.  We are antiseptic, sterile.  But they sang and testified of the goodness of the Lord and the Spirit of the Lord filled the place.  The anointing of the Holy Spirit was so strong in that place that the priests could not even stand.  So, hey, if you don’t like your minister’s sermons, just praise the Lord with joy and music until the Spirit fills the place and he will not even be able to get up to deliver his message.

Let this scripture minister to your heart today.  Let it get deep down inside of you.  If we will all do just that, then maybe soon we can be living in glory filled days too.
1066. Thursday, April 14, 2011

1 Peter 2: 21 -23
For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously.  

You have heard it said that we are to emulate Christ as our example.  Well, here it is.  Here is the example and the commission to be like him.  First I take note that this message is from Peter; one who walked with Jesus and observed his every action.  Peter was a good person to testify to the way Jesus behaved in all circumstances.  Notice that Peter tells us that not only did Jesus not sin but also that no deception was found in his mouth.  What that means to me is that there was not even the hint of misconduct in him.  There were not even any of those border line statements that while not out right lies are in fact meant to mislead.  There were no little white lies.  Jesus didn’t walk on the edge of right and wrong.  He made a decision to live a virtuous life.  He didn’t play around the edges of the fire.  

Also, when someone did something to him, he did not retaliate.  He didn’t threaten them, curse them or talk badly about them.  Revile means: to regard or treat as vile; to use abusive or contemptuous language in speaking to or about someone; to call bad names.  Peter, having been with Jesus throughout Jesus’ entire ministry, saw and heard how Jesus responded in those times when people treated him badly and spoke badly of him.  Later Paul, out of his revelation of Jesus, would give us 1 Corinthians 13: 5 which tells us that love does not take into account a wrong suffered.  

How was Jesus able to live as he did?  How was he able to continue in love when the very people that he came to save and to die for treated him so horribly?  He kept entrusting himself to God.  That was his answer as it is ours.  He trusted God and not only trusted but kept giving himself to God in that trust.  This was probably more than a daily event for Jesus.  I am sure that every morning he entrusted his day and his life to God but I also imagine that throughout the day he reminded himself that his total life and being was in God.  He didn’t trust the evidence of the circumstances or the actions of the people around him.  He trusted in the one who sent him. 

You are to walk like Jesus and you can do it.  But you cannot emulate Jesus in the power of your will or your might.  Jesus didn’t even do it in his own strength.  He kept entrusting himself to God.  So when you are challenged, don’t expect that will power is your only resource.  Throw yourself into God’s embrace and let him give you grace in the time of need. 
1067. Friday, April 15, 2011

1 Peter 2: 24
And He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

In Jesus’ sacrifice was the eradication of your sins, your resurrection to righteousness and your physical and emotional healing.  I have noticed that although this verse is packed with benefits that Jesus wrought for us, people have tended to hear only the first one, that he died for the forgiveness of our sins.  But he did much more than that.  Now is the time that we embrace all that his sacrifice did for us.  
You are no longer alive to sin.  You have died to it.  You are not a sinner because you have died to sin.  You no longer have to be bound by sin because Jesus set you free from its imprisoning effects.  If you continue to practice sin it is because you choose to, not that you haven’t been set free.  Jesus separated you from the power that sin had over you and he made you the righteousness of God (2 Cor. 5: 21).  So quit confessing that you are a lowly sinner.  The blood of Christ was not shed for no effect.  It accomplished what it was intended to achieve.  To continue to confess that you are a lowly sinner is to deny the victory of Jesus at the cross and is an affront to the blood of Christ.

It was for freedom that Jesus set you free (Gal. 5: 1).  He came to give you life and that more abundantly (John 10: 10).  He did not make his great sacrifice so that you would continue to be enslaved.  His intent was that you live a free life, not bound in spirit or body.  That is why, besides your sin, he took on your pain and infirmities.  He knew when he came here that because of the dominion of Satan the world had sickness and disease in it.  It was sin that allowed the perversion of sickness and disease into the earth in the first place.  God made the earth perfect and beautiful.  Sin corrupted it.  So when we receive forgiveness of sin, we are allowing God to remake us in Jesus’ image in perfection before sin existed.  In him is no sin and therefore no sickness.  Howbeit that Christians can accept forgiveness of their sin but not receive healing or righteousness?  It is a package deal.  All three were in the same sacrifice, in the same blood.  Peter understood this.  That is why he treats all three in the same sentence.  He knew that there was no separation.  We have allowed our righteousness and our healing to be stolen from us but now you have seen the truth and knowing the truth sets you free (John 8: 32).  Free from sin, unrighteousness and sickness.  Therefore I say to you, “Be healed in the name of Jesus.”

1068. Monday, April 18, 2011

2 Chronicles 25: 9
The Lord has much more to give you than this.

The story here is that King Amaziah of Judah, in preparation for war, hired 100,000 men from Israel as warriors paying a hundred talents of silver for their services.  But a man of God said to him that God was not with Israel and instructed Amaziah to dismiss the men of Israel.  Amaziah’s reaction to the prophet was like that of most people.  He basically said, “But what about all of this money I have already paid?”  The statement from the verse of the day is the prophet’s response.

You see, Amaziah was thinking like the world rather than thinking like a person of faith.  Surely if God sent a prophet to Amaziah in order to aid in the structuring of the army, then it is not a far leap to understand that God was watching over the people of Judah.  And if God is watching over even the fine details of the battle plan then, again, it doesn’t take a huge leap of faith to believe that He will look out for the financial well being of the people as well.

I can almost hear the voice of the prophet saying, “Why are you worrying about this little bit of money when God is watching over you to ensure that you are successful in this upcoming battle?”  Surely if God is that interactive in the military affairs of His people He is fully aware of their other needs and will, likewise, meet them.  

God was telling Amaziah, through the prophet, that He had much more than a hundred talents of silver to give to him.  And through Amaziah, God is telling you that He has much more that He wants to give you and to do for you and so not to quibble over the things that the world gets all worried about.  Those things are not for you to worry about.  Your hope is in the Lord.  Your thoughts are to be on Him as well.  There is so much that the Lord wants to do for you but as long as we think the way the world thinks and follow after the things of the world it is going to be difficult for us to receive all that He has for us.  God is almost desperate in His desire to bless you.  Set your sights firmly on him and allow him to minister His blessings to you.  Open up your heart and your spirit to hearing from Him and expect Him to fill you to overflowing in every aspect of your life.

1069. Tuesday, April 19, 2011

2 Chronicles 26: 5
And he continued to seek God …and as long as he sought the Lord, God prospered him.

Some folks might read this in a negative way thinking that God withholds his blessing until someone earns it.  That’s not it at all.  The truth is that God cannot bless those who will not turn to Him.  It is kind of like God trying to deliver a package but you refuse to turn the porch light on for Him.  He wants to bless all of His children but those who actually receive His blessings are those who are excitedly and expectantly waiting.  They are looking out the window for Him.  They are attentive to Him, to His Word and to His voice.  Sometimes we spend all week ignoring Him and then wonder why He hasn’t prospered us more fully.

God is not a vending machine.  You don’t just put in a prayer and out pops a blessing.  God is a Father, a shepherd and a guide.  He leads us into good and fertile pastures.  He might be trying to lead you right now to a field of blessing but you might not be tuned into His wavelength.  He might be leading you to a land of provision just like He did Abraham.  What if Abraham had never gotten up and left the land of his father?  Would we now know him as the father of faith?  I doubt it.

Abraham learned faith through obedience.  We need to exercise our faith in the same way.  God has promised that if we seek him, we shall find him.  So it is no wonder that those who seek Him prosper because as we seek we find and when we find Him, we have found everything.
1070. Wednesday, April 20, 2011

2 Chronicles 7: 14
And (if) My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

God is still talking about seeking Him.  In this passage He promises us that if we will seek Him in conjunction with the other things mentioned above, He will heal our land.  That is really good news because The United States has been through a tough time.  It is time for some healing for our country.  Of course this holds true to any nation in the world.  Any who will turn their face away from sin and seek God, will see restoration, healing and blessing.  What God does for us individually, he also can do for our land.

It is really the same message just with a different application.  If you will seek Him, you will be blessed, you will be restored, you will be healed.  What is it that you personally need?  Is there some injury in your life, whether physical or emotional, that needs mending?  Is there something missing in your life that you want God to provide for you or restore.  He is the God of more than enough.  Everything you need; everything you want is in Him and He wants to give it to you.  Open your eyes and look upon His glory.  See His graciousness which is poured out for you.  Seek His face and regard His loveliness.  Fall in love with Him all over again.  

And in your seeking don’t forget to pray for others including your state, province or territory and your country.  Call on the God that is more than enough to bless and heal your land, your home and your life.
1071. Thursday, April 21, 2011

Matthew 7: 7 – 8
Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you
So the good news is that whoever seeks, finds.  1 Chronicles 28: 9 says that if you seek God, He will let you find Him.  He wants you to find Him.

All that we need and all that we desire are only a breath away because He, our God and father is all in all.  He is the fulfillment of our deepest longings.  What you ask, He will do.  When you knock on His door you find that it is not locked and it readily opens to you.  You have only to look for Him to find all that you have needed all of your life.

He is not holding out on you. He is the one who wrote this verse.  He wrote it in order to get you to come to Him with your petitions.  He wants to hear about your dreams and desires and He wants to help you achieve everything you want in this life.  He wants to be your constant companion.

Tomorrow we will see exactly how to seek Him and how to find Him.  He is waiting for you.  From tomorrow on you will never have to be alone again or unfulfilled.
1072. Friday, April 22, 2011

Matthew 28: 1
Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave.

They were still seeking Him, even after his death.  They went carrying spices to minister to the Lord.  On this Good Friday let us also seek to minister to the Lord.  Among the greatest blessings that we can minister to the Lord is to seek out his presence and to develop a closer and more meaningful relationship with him.  All that he did, he did for you so there is nothing more important than our turning our faces to him, especially when done in thanksgiving and in longing for a more intimate relationship with him.

Join me in a celebration of Jesus, of Easter and of all the miracles wrought for us and in us through the sacrifice of our dear Lord.  Instead of asking you to give up something for lent, I am asking you to give something to the Lord.  In a sense you are giving up something because what I want you to commit to is giving some time.  Join me for a 30 day gift to the Lord.  Each and every day commit with me to prayer and Bible time.  

Will you obligate yourself that for the next 30 days, beginning today, you will read your Bible everyday?  I am not saying how much you should read or for how long.  Let that be decided between you and the Lord.  But let this service be time in the Bible rather than in devotionals by people.  Keep doing your devotions.  They are wonderful gifts to the body of Christ but they are not the Word.  Dedicate yourself to the Word.  Put the Bible in your hands and let it minister to you as you fellowship with the Lord.

Additionally, commit, with me, to devote quality time to prayer.  Again, how long you pray is between you and Jesus but make it a gift worthy of your relationship with him.  I believe in praying at all times, i.e. when you are pumping gas, grocery shopping, etc. but for this I am asking that you devote some quality time to him alone.  This is special time between you and the Lord, one on one.  It is not group prayer, prayer in church or small group.  Set aside some time (it does not have to be long) for just you and Jesus.

This is our offering to the Lord in thanksgiving and praise for all that he has done for us.  I can think of nothing more suitable to give the resurrected Prince of Peace, the fountain of our salvation than time dedicated to him.  Will you join me?  Who will say, “Yes, I will do this with you Ivey in honor of the Lord and his blessings and sacrifice to and for me.”

Will you email me today and tell me that you are joining with me?  It would be a great encouragement to hear from you.
1073. Monday, April 25, 2011

1 Peter 1: 23

[F]or you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is through the living and abiding word of God.

The resurrection power that raised Jesus from the dead is the same power which has redeemed us so that we may be reborn from death in sin into the life which is in Christ.  Our former being was dying in sin but Jesus made the way for us to become new and to be reborn.  That former existence was of perishable seed and we, therefore, all were dying, perishing.  But now the blood of Jesus has made the way for us to live eternally.  We are reborn of imperishable seed so that we will never perish. 

That imperishable seed, by which we are born again, is the imperishable, infallible word of God.  The word has never failed nor suffered decay.  It is alive and giving unto you life. Hebrews 4: 12 says that God’s word is living and active.  The Amplified version says that it is, “is alive and full of power [making it active, operative, energizing, and effective].”  It is in His word that we have our life.  As we abide in His word, his word lives and abides in us, bringing us supernatural life.  His word is working in us.  It does not lie there dormant.  It is alive and it is active, operative, energizing and effective.  So the word gives us life and works in us to improve our quality of life.  The more of God’s word you have in you the better off you are and the more of God’s life is poured into you.
1074. Tuesday, April 26, 2011

Psalm 115: 16
The heavens are the heavens of the Lord; but the earth He has given to the sons of men.
One thing that really confuses people is the operation of this earth.  It is not only the unsaved that are perplexed by this, but also Christians.  I hear it expressed in this fashion.  “Why did God let this happen?”  You have all heard it a thousand times.  Or you will hear this question, “If God is such a loving God, why did He left that tsunami hit Japan?”  Are you ready to finally hear the answer to this question and to understand why bad things happen?  Ok, here it is.  God didn’t let it happen, we did. 

Wow!  That sounds rough doesn’t it?  It sounded rough to God when people held Him accountable too.  He created the earth and then made humankind.  After He had created mankind He gave them authority to rule over the earth; over every beast, over all of the fowl and over all the fish of the sea.  God told the people to care for the earth.  He made us in His own image with the same creative power available to us that He, Himself, used in creating the earth, namely the Holy Spirit and through that creative power we were supposed to operate as rulers in the earth.  But the humans that God created gave up their authority when they bowed their knees to Satan.  Then Satan became the ruler of this earth because through mankind’s disobedience to God, Satan usurped their authority.  Dominion over the earth transferred to Satan and all of mankind became slaves to sin.

But then Jesus came.  Jesus’ great work redeemed and restored God’s children to the Kingdom of God.  Jesus went into hell and defeated the devil taking back the authority that we had surrendered to Satan.  Jesus has restored to us power and authority.  We have power to rule and to effect change but the devil has not lain down and died.  He is still fighting tooth and nail.  We have to actively oppose him.  Otherwise he will continue to sow his seeds of destruction.

We must understand and teach to others that there is evil in this world.  That evil took a foothold in the earth when the children of God relinquished their power and authority.  And for all of these thousands of years the earth has been groaning under the weight of this evil authority.  The earth is not operating as it was designed to operate because perversion entered in.

If you want someone to blame for the destruction and calamities that plague the earth, blame the devil.  He is at the root of it but he has done a very good job of getting people to blame God.  He has hidden his workmanship as best he can and he attempts to cloak his very existence.  He sows discord, hate and every sort of evil while people sit around blaming God.  Well, it is time to call the destroyer by his name.  It is time to stop blaming God.  God has given us back our name, our heritage and our authority so that we can fight the devil’s machinations.  It’s time we live up to our name and positions as Kings and Queens.  We have been given the power to reign.  We’ve been given power in the Holy Spirit.  Let’s use the authority and responsibility we have been given to effect positive change on this earth while we are still here.  And let us teach those who are deceived who the destroyer really is.  It most certainly is not our loving Father.
1075. Wednesday, April 27, 2011

2 Corinthians 5: 14
For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died.

The Amplified version says that the love of Christ, “controls, urges and impels us.”  The NIV uses the word “compels” as in “the love of Christ compels us.  In any version you begin to get a picture of people moved to action, moved in their spirits by the love of Christ which compelled him to endure the cross for us.

It is precisely because he first loved us that we are growing into beings who are compelled by love.  In his sacrifice, willingly made, we all died.  Our sin was nailed with Jesus on that cross and our lives were buried with him.  Glory to God that our former sin riddled self was crucified and buried.  But hallelujah, we also arose with him.  It is, however, no longer our lives that we live but rather a life in Christ which is characterized by the very love that sent him to the cross.

His love is now manifested in and through us; and increasingly so as our revelation of his deep love grows in us.  The greater your revelation of the scope of his love and of the redemption he achieved for you, the greater your compulsion to move according to love’s command.  We who were formerly slaves have been saved by the spilled blood of the sacrificial lamb, the perfect, unblemished lamb.  Our understanding of a love that would cause someone to willingly endure the cross drives us to a deeper affection for him and for those for whom his blood was shed.  We now know love by his example.  And because he first loved us, we now love his flock.

If you do not perceive yourself as compelled by love yet, don’t make it an effort of your will to love Jesus’ sheep.  Focus your attention, instead, on his love for you.  Once you get a deep revelation of his love for you, you will then naturally be compelled by that love.  Love will motivate you.  Eventually it will just flow out of you from the abundance of love that he has given to you.
1076. Thursday, April 28, 2011

Matthew 1: 23
Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.”
Father God sent His presence into the world and to us in the person of Jesus so that we might always have God with us.  The given name, Immanuel, is the testament of this and shows one of the intents God had in mind in sending His son to us.  His purpose all along was for us to live and abide in His presence.  We lost that blessing when Adam fell so God fashioned another way for us to live constantly in His presence.  He sent us Jesus; Immanuel – God with us.

Jesus also purposed that he would be with us always.  He promised just that in Matthew 28: 20 when he said, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  In John 14: 23 Jesus said “if anyone, “loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.”

You see, it is the desire of the Father and of Jesus that they come and live with you and be with you all of the time.  And even now they are with you.  You are never alone and you never have to be alone.  The more we meditate on this the more real it becomes.  You begin to develop a consciousness of Jesus and the Father being with you.  Loneliness ceases to be the problem that it once was.  God promised us that he would never leave us nor forsake us (Joshua 1: 5) and He is still saying that same thing to you today.  He will be with you even until the end of the age.  Take heart!  You are never alone.  You are not abandoned.  “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you” (John 14: 18). God is with you.
1077. Friday, April 29, 2011

John 14: 16 - 17
And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you.

John 14: 6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.

First God was with mankind.  Then God sent Jesus into the earth and now here, finally the third person of the trinity is sent to be with us for all time so that we have Father, Son and Spirit.  Jesus is the truth and he calls the Holy Spirit the Spirit of truth.  That has to mean that the Holy Spirit is the very Spirit of Jesus.  

Jesus tells us that the world (those not born again) cannot receive the Holy Spirit.  They cannot be lead by Him or helped by Him.  Other translations, besides calling him the helper, call Him the comforter, advocate, encourager, intercessor, counselor, strengthener and standby.  He is there with you this very moment ready, willing and able to minister to your needs no matter what they may be.  What do you need?  He is there to assist you in all things.  Do you need someone to encourage you or give you strength?  Maybe you need someone to give you guidance and wisdom.  The Holy Spirit is your constant companion and sent by God and Jesus to help you.  He will lead you into all truth because He is the Spirit of Truth.  He will disclose to you the wisdom of God.  What more do we need?  Learn to talk with Him as you would either of the other two persons of the trinity.  He, the Holy Spirit, is God.  He will be with you always and will even make his home inside you if you invite Him to.  The Holy Spirit of God will live inside of you.  That is very powerful.  What a wonderful blessing of the Lord!

1078. Monday, May 2, 2011

John 11: 10
“But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”
John 8: 12
Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."
Jesus knew that there would be occasion for stumbling.  He told us, however, how to avoid stumbling.  Walk in the light!  He is the light.  

It is only when we take our eyes off of Jesus that we stumble and lose our way.  When we walk in him, he lights our way.  You walk the right paths, not only behaviorally but also in going in right directions and making good decisions because he is the light that illumes our choices.  Recall that he is the good shepherd who “leads us in the paths of righteousness” (Psalm 23).  A short hand way of thinking of righteousness is to think “right relationship with God” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, MacDonald Publishing Co., Mclean, Va.).  The light of Jesus, then, is constantly leading us in our right relationship with God.

And what does stumbling signify but the falling out of right relationship with God.  When we hear someone talking about stumbling we often think about the commission of sin.  And sin certainly does cause damage to our right relationship with God, but following the light deals with a great deal more than the avoidance of sin.  The light prevents us from stumbling in the dark but it also leads us onto enlightened paths where our relationship with the Father is built and nurtured.
See that there is more in these verses spoken by Jesus than only the avoidance of sin.  That is important, of course, and I do not mean to minimize it.  It is just that there is so much more that Jesus wants to do for you and with you.  He wants to lead you into paths of prosperity, health and wellness.  He came to give you abundant life (John 10: 10).  And he laid down his own life so that you could enjoy that abundant life.  He wants you to increase in your relationship with the Father.  It should be an improving relationship not a static one based on keeping the law.

And don’t we stumble in other ways also?  Perhaps in making a wrong decision about a life choice?  Maybe it is simply making a choice between two jobs.  We are all faced with decisions constantly.  Jesus wants to lead you in those choices so that you do not trip.  He wants to prevent you from losing your way.  Even in the storms of life, he is the light, which if you will follow it, will lead you to calm, tranquil waters (Psalm 23).

The secret to all success and happiness is in following the light.  He is the secret to right relationships and a good life in all ways.  Follow the light.  It is always leading you to good places and away from danger.  Keep your eyes and attention on Jesus and ignore the advice of the world.  Believe me, you will fare much better.  
1079. Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Romans 14: 13
(Amplified)
Then let us no more criticize and blame and pass judgment on one another, but rather decide and endeavor never to put a stumbling block or an obstacle or a hindrance in the way of a brother.
God did not assign us the jobs of critics and judges.  He appointed us to love one another; to help one another.  We are the body of Christ.  While none of us are perfect in our own flesh, the life we live in Jesus is teaching us and training us in his perfection.  As members of the same body we need to learn to work together for a common good; that is for the calling and mission of the Lord Jesus.

We need to deal with our own human frailties as well as being understanding and compassionate with the imperfections in others until we all attain to the victory in Christ Jesus.  Additionally, though one body, we have different theologies and religious customs.  As far as we are concerned this is another area where we must give people room to believe as they must in their increasing knowledge and wisdom.  Our insecurities need not be theirs.  Therefore, we need not be so invested in their belief system that we cannot accept and love them as they are.  There are some things that are just better left to God to work out whether it be your theology or mine.  Who knows, we may both be wrong.  In the meantime let us work together in love for the accomplishing of the great commission.

Whether in a personal or a sociological context, when we blame, criticize and judge others, we are throwing stumbling blocks in front of them and those others who hear our criticisms.  I know it is very difficult not to be judgmental and critical but it is something we must all work on.  Christianity is the love of God in Christ.  That is the basis of our faith.  So whether your brother has reached your level of maturity or not, it is important that you let love guide your words and actions and allow the Holy Spirit his place as teacher and guide.

Lastly, I have a personal rule.  Don’t criticize anyone until you have prayed for them.  And I don’t mean praying about them.  I mean praying FOR them.  In other words, you must get your judgment and criticism out of the way so that you can pray for them in the love and acceptance of God.  A paraphrase of this same rule would be, “Don’t go to your pastor complaining about someone else’s behavior until you have first prayed for them.”  Once you begin to pray for them with an open and honest heart before the Lord, you will no longer want to criticize and condemn them.  Instead your heart of compassion that you have in Jesus will well up within you so that you can be a minister of God’s love and compassion instead of a critic and a stumbling block.
1080. Wednesday, May 4, 2011

1 John 2: 10
The one who loves his brother abides in the light and there is no cause for stumbling in him.

Love is the answer for concern over stumbling.  As long as we walk in love, we walk in the light.  Our every word and our every action, when motivated by love, is the ministry of God through Jesus because God is love.  But each time we move out of love and get into our flesh we create occasion for us to stumble. Therefore, in order to insure that our steps are sure, we let love lead us.  Then we know without any doubt that we are on the right path.  The light, our Lord, then illuminates our way as a lamp unto our feet.

Love is not a wimpy emotion.  It takes great courage to let love lead you.  Look where it lead Jesus.  But there has never been one who has, at the same time, been more courageous and more loving.  Love inspires super human acts.  It calls us out of ourselves.  It fuels our deepest commitments.  Only when there is great love will we really be moved to great acts.  And it is only in the Lord Jesus Christ and his great love for us that we can come to know the kind of love that moves mountains.

As we abide in Jesus we are abiding in light because he is the light.  We have our life in him and he guards and keeps us.  We can see where to go by the light of the son.  Our way is clear for us and we do not stumble as in the darkness.  Have you ever arisen in the middle of the night and kicked the bed post or other obstacle because the room was dark and you could not see where to place your feet?  Who hasn’t, but Jesus calls us to abide in him so that we will not stub our toes in the journey of life.  And you cannot abide in Jesus without giving yourself over to love.

If you have a critical or judgmental nature, then pray to the Father asking him to relieve you of that predisposition.  Open up your heart wide to Him and let him fill you with his nature and His characteristics.  Yield to love.  Let love have first place in your heart and mind.  You will be the greatest beneficiary of your submission.  Remember, your active love of others is the surest way to keep yourself from stumbling.
1081. Thursday, May 5, 2011

John 4: 34

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His work.”

Do you need or want to lose weight?  Well here is a diet plan I have never heard proposed by anyone.  Jesus conveyed to his disciples that doing the will of his Father was sustenance to him.  It sustained him and nourished him.

Jesus had a real revelation of what kept him fed and even more than food it was doing the will of his Father.  That was as vital to him as food and water are to us.  Imagine if our lives had that kind of priority.  Imagine that, above all things, you needed to fellowship with the Lord everyday.  Picture yourself craving time with God more strongly than you have ever craved anything.  Can’t you just see the image of a starving person?  What if we all needed to do the will of the Father the same way that person needs food.

People say all of the time that they cannot find time for God yet they find time for TV.  They find time to eat.  “Well, we have to eat,” you say.  Yes, but what if you needed Jesus just as much.  You see that was the situation Jesus was in.  He needed to do the will of his father even more than he needed food.  Doing the will of his father was meat and bread to him.  Don’t we believe that doing the will of the father and walking in him did sustain and keep Jesus? Would it do the same for us?

What I am trying to illustrate with this passage is just how important following God’s direction was for Jesus, that it was very basic and that it was, indeed, nourishment for him.  Doing the will of God fed and sustained him.  From that perspective it seems only logical that we, who were made in God’s image and who are to follow in Jesus’ footsteps, may also have the same physiological and spiritual needs that Jesus did and also could enjoy the same benefits as he.  From this observation we might all decide that we also need this food of which Jesus speaks because no matter how much we eat, we are never satisfied.  Only the bread of the Father will ever meet our strong need.
1082. Friday, May 6, 2011

Colossians 3: 16
Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

In this passage we see an illustration of how our interactions with our friends are actually supposed to be.  It is not Monday night football that is to be our main topic of conversation but rather we are to edify each other through speaking the Word of God.  And not only that, imagine being with your friends and breaking into songs of thankfulness and praise.  Wow!  What an image.

Every person you know needs edification which simply means building up.  And only God is able to fill people with what they need.  You, however, are the messenger of God’s grace.  His word flowing out of you brings encouragement and hope.  Songs of the Lord fill us with strength and joy.  

The first thing we have to do is to let the Word of Christ richly dwell within us.  That is always the beginning point.  Only when you are full of the Word will psalms, hymns and spiritual songs overflow from you.  It is right and good for you to get together with friends and share the word of God.  Church services shouldn’t be the only time that you get to express your love and gratitude to the Lord of hosts.  

Let the word of Christ fill you up to overflowing and then allow that abundance to flow out to others.  Begin imagining you and your friends sharing the joy of the Lord in your gatherings.  Let your gratefulness for all of the good things He has done envelope all you are and all you do.  I am not saying that you can never discuss football or anything else that is of interest to you, but don’t let those things dominate you.  Leave room in your life and conversations for that which should be even more important to you; the grace and majesty of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
1083. Monday, May 9, 2011

Matthew 19: 16
And behold, one came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal life?”

Under the old covenant, people were under the law and must, through the law and their own efforts, win eternal life.  But people could not keep the law so God created a new plan of salvation through His son Jesus.

We now have a new covenant and a new understanding of what one must do in order to attain eternal life.  Unlike the person in this passage, new covenant people do not need to seek good works but rather the one in whom new life was vested, namely Jesus, the Christ.

Romans 10: 9 reveals the plan of salvation: “Because if you acknowledge and confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and in your heart believe (adhere to, trust in, and rely on the truth) that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved (Amplified).  Romans 10: 13 reads, “For everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord [invoking Him as Lord] will be saved.  

There is no good work by which any of us can attain eternal life.  It is the free gift of God through belief in the lordship of Jesus.  And yet you will find that there are still vestiges of belief in a plan of salvation by which we must earn eternal life through good behavior and good works.  None of us will ever be good enough to enter in to the great gifts of the Father.  It is reasonable that the great and good gifts that Father God has given to us will inspire us to be more than we were formerly but it is not rational to endeavor to earn the free gift of salvation.  Jesus has done everything necessary for us to enter into eternity with our Father.  There is not one thing that any of us can do to add to the triumphant victory of Jesus.  

Our part is to yield to his lordship.  It is vanity and conceit to believe that there is anything we can do to make ourselves worthy to enter into his rest with him.  But when we humble ourselves before his majesty and his sacrifice, then we take on and come under his kingly colors.  We obtain rights and privileges that we never will and never could earn.  It is all because of what he has already done and nothing we could ever do can add to that great work.

1084. Tuesday, May 10, 2011

Luke 6: 38
Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.

There is one thing about this scripture that used not to make a lot of sense to me.  I couldn’t understand the pressed down, shaken together part.  Then one day I was trying to fit a whole bag of grits into a storage container.  In order to get them all to fit, I kept shaking the container and banging it gently on the counter to make it all shake down.  All of a sudden it occurred to me that this was the very image Jesus had in mind when he was talking about God blessing us.  God is trying to fit every single grain of blessing into our lives not just a little blessing and rest of it air.  And still, even though the grain is pressed down and shaken together, it still over runs the vessel.  That is God’s idea of blessing.

And who does not want that kind of blessing?  Besides taking care of your own needs, you could do a lot of good besides.  But there is a condition.  Look at the first word.  You see, so many people want God to bless them but they overlook the first word.  Haven’t you ever noticed that not everyone is blessed as described above?  Haven’t you wondered why?  Well, now you have your answer.  It is one little word: give.  Many have failed in their giving and they are reaping exactly according to their own measure.  They have given little (or nothing) so they reap little.

Now imagine this.  God comes to you one day and says, “I want to bless you.  In order to do that I need for you to give me a measuring spoon or cup so that I can scoop out the blessings.  Would you really hand him a ½ teaspoon measure?  Not me!  I am going to the feed store and get one of those humongous scoops that my grandmother used to scoop out feed for the animals.  Are you kidding me?  Why would we want to hand God anything but the largest scoop we can find?  It doesn’t matter to Him one way or the other if you hand him a spoon, a cup or a shovel. So why limit Him?  He can spend the rest of your life spooning out ½ teaspoon measures if you like or you can let Him get on with it.  The whole thing is determined by the size of your giving.  Quit being so stingy.  You are robbing yourself. Give and it shall be given to you!!

1085. Wednesday, May 11, 2011

John 10: 10
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

I have been conversing with someone recently about how the victory that God wrought through Jesus won not only salvation and eternal life for us all but also victory in this life on earth.  Clearly, the gift of salvation is enough.  We would not require more but God had bigger plans for us here on earth.  Jesus knew that part of his mission was to provide the means for us to have abundant life here on earth.  It is important for us to intellectually come to this realization.

The devil has deceived Christians for a long time regarding their life here on this earth.  He has convinced them that there was no grace for this life.  And by so deceiving the church, he handicapped it.  Christians have not been the powerful force for good that they should have been.  We are supposed to be living victoriously in this life.  This victory in Jesus is not just for our own gratification though.  Yes, God wants you blessed and happy but he also wants you to be effective.  How much good can people do for their communities and their country when they are so busy suffering for Christ?  The answer is, “Little to none.”  Jesus already did the suffering so that we might live an abundant life.

Other Bible versions translate that last thought in these ways:

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 








New International Version

My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.








New Living Translation

But I came so that my sheep will have life and so that they will have everything they need.








God’s Word Translation

I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows).








Amplified Version

These translations make it very clear that God did not mean for you to wait until you got to heaven to start living.  He did, after all, make this planet for us in the first place and not so that we could struggle and suffer.  And He most certainly did not give His beloved son so that we could continue to live in this earth like lowly worms.  You are not a worm.  You are a child of the King and the Lord of Lords laid down his life in order to restore you to your proper place in the kingdom.  Awaken o’ sleeping giant of the King.  Awaken and take your rightful place as the Body of the victorious Christ.

1086. Thursday, May 12, 2011

Psalm 22: 24
For he has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither has He hidden His face from him; but when he cried to Him for help, He heard.

No matter how abhorrent a person is, God still loves him and even hearkens to him.  And regardless of any abhorrent act you may have committed, He is still your loving father and your god.

I just saw on the news this morning a story about the conviction of a Nazi war criminal.  This man aided in the death of over 27,000 Jewish people.  How much more abhorrent can a person be?  I think it is safe to say that no one receiving this email has ever participated in something so vile as genocide.  And yet sometimes we look at ourselves and think that God cannot love us nor forgive us.  But God is in the business of redemption and transformation.  He could even save and remake this war criminal if the man will repent and give his heart to Jesus.

One of the greatest prophets of all time was guilty of the same crimes as this man.  Paul did to Christians what this man did to Jews.  But somehow we don’t fully sense the scope of Paul’s sins like we do the crimes of the Nazi’s.  I guess the wounds are still fresh from Nazi Germany.  But Paul was the instigator of rounding up Christians.  He made it his personal mission to eradicate Christians from the face of the earth.  He was one of the most vile actors on the planet.  But look at what God did with him.  God turned his life completely around and made him a leader amongst Christians.

There is no person whom God does not love.  There is not one that he cannot save.  Regardless of anyone’s brokenness or sin, God still looks upon them with a loving heart and if they should finally yield to Him and cry out to Him, He will answer.  If God, therefore, can save and heal a man like Paul, then there is hope for each of us.  There is nothing so ugly or repulsive about you that God cannot love you.  You have never done anything as bad as the apostle Paul did before he was saved.  God did not turn His face away from Paul and He will never turn His face away from you.  All any of us have ever needed to do is just call to God for help.  He has been ever present and ready to give us help in the time of need.  You are beautiful in His sight and He is waiting to hear from you.
1087. Friday, May 13, 2011

Psalm 46: 1 – 3
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, and though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains quake at its swelling pride.

Does this sound familiar?  Think Japan.  The psalmists were foretelling these catastrophic events and teaching us to place our faith in God.  They were saying that, although all these things will come we need not fear because God is our refuge and strength.  He is our help in the midst of trouble.  

But we cannot wait until the catastrophe is upon us to put our faith in God.  That faith must already be developed.  This is shown in the passage.  Because God is our refuge, because we have faith in His protection and love, we therefore do not fear.  We put our trust in our Father daily and through this daily expression of our trust, our faith increases.  When calamity comes, we know in what direction we must turn and we do so automatically.  It is not very different from how athletes train their bodies.  After you have performed an action over and over again, it comes naturally.

Father God knew that the earth was going to go through this turmoil in the end so He gave Himself as a strong refuge for us.  He guards our hearts and minds as well as protecting our bodies.  So fear does not take its hold on us because our faith is in our God.  He is your strength, your refuge and a very present help in the time of need.
1088. Monday, May 16, 2011

Psalm 46: 10
Cease striving and know that I am God.

This is one topic upon which I am well qualified to speak.  You have heard the expression that wisdom comes from experience and experience from making mistakes.  Well, I have learned the hard way that while I can do all things through Jesus who strengthens me, I can do little to nothing without Him.

Zechariah 4: 6 says, “‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of hosts.”  While God expects us to be actors in this earth, He does not expect us to perform in the power of our might.  He expects and wants us to exercise our authority in the earth through the power we have, by faith, in the name of Jesus who at his resurrection sent to us the Holy Spirit for just such a purpose.  Sometimes we “try” so hard and put so much effort into the things that we must get done and those things to which God has called us and yet accomplish little more than exhausting ourselves.  We have the best intentions and feel duty bound to “work hard.”  But God never called us to work hard.  He called us to Him, to His grace and to His power.  

The message that God is conveying in today’s passage is to stop trying and striving so hard.  Be still and know that He is God.  You are not alone; you have a God who is well able and willing to be the might and power in your life.

I have seen God work through me and I have seen what happens when I try to use my intellect, my personality and my energy to accomplish what He asks me to do.  And the difference is like night and day.  As I am learning to turn the load over to Him, I find that I get more done in less time and with His anointing on it.  We must use our time to read the scriptures and pray.   Through that communion with God and what he teaches us in those times we begin to release God’s heavenly hosts to carry out His will in the earth.  God will teach you how to operate with Him and the Holy Spirit.  You will be surprised how much more you get done and how much better the tasks are accomplished when you learn how to stop striving through the power of your might and release the cares and control to God.  And you will feel better physically because you are not wearing yourself out.  You will have better relationships in your family and with your friends because you have more time and you are not so fatigued.  In all things pray and practice letting God work through you.
 
1089. Tuesday, May 17, 2011

Psalm 25: 12 – 13
Who is the man who fears the Lord?  He will instruct him in the way he should choose.  His soul will abide in prosperity and his descendants will inherit the land.

This is the real secret of life.  If we have God telling us what choices to make then what problems will we really have?  We will be equipped to avoid the many pitfalls that ensnare the unaware.  Imagine God standing at every crossroad indicating to you which path to choose.  You will avoid the bumpy road in favor of the paved one.  You will follow the provisioned path instead of the one which leads into the desert.

It begins with having our attention and focus on the Lord.  The word “fears”, in this application, means reveres or holds in esteem.  As you think on that definition reflect for a moment on what this might include.  If a man reveres God, then in what ways do you envision that reverence is manifested?  This is not a person whose only commitment to God is to believe in Jesus, him crucified and resurrected.  No, a person who really reveres God, the Son and the Holy Spirit is going to express that reverence in many ways.  Certainly that person will spend time with his Lord.  This would seem to be especially true if one really believes that God will show us the way.  In other words, if you believe this scripture, then you will want to make time for God so that He can reveal His wisdom.

I also imagine that this is a person whose life is filled with God rather than only Sunday morning being with Him.  The person who reveres the Lord probably spends much of his/her day thinking of the Lord and the scriptures.  I think of someone who is constantly in communion with the Lord through her thoughts, actions and words.  She is aware of God’s presence constantly.  She/he have become much more than pew warmers.  They have become people of God and He is with them constantly to show them the way.  Life is much easier for these folks because they have a good shepherd leading the way and He always leads them to good pastures beside still waters.  Prosperity fills every aspect of their lives which becomes an inheritance to all who follow after them.

1090. Wednesday, May 18, 2011

Exodus 23: 20
Behold, I am going to send an angel before you to guard you along the way, and to bring you into the place which I have prepared.

God has already made preparations for your success.  He has paved the path to your good place and lined the way with all the people and resources you will need along the way.  He has anticipated your every need and already made provision for all of those needs.

It is His good pleasure to do this for you.  He is the good shepherd and a good shepherd has already chosen watering holes and green pastures well before the flock arrives.  In God’s thinking, this kind of caring for you is what He is supposed to do.  You are His responsibility.  All we have to do to take advantage of His provisioning is to follow.  Don’t be rebellious and run off and leave the rest of the flock.

I think of those old western movies of cattle drives where there are always a few stupid head of cattle who want to run off into the tall weeds rather than staying with the herd.  Fortunately, the trail boss always sends someone after them.  Hopefully they find the confused cattle before the wolves get them.  Jesus teaches us that he will chase after the one lost sheep and rejoice over recovering it (Luke 15: 4 – 7).

So, stay on the path that God has prepared and marked for you. Know that He has gone before you to prepare your way and has set guards to keep you and protect you.  He is bringing you into a fertile land flowing with milk and honey.  Follow the light.
No verses Thursday through Tuesday

1091. Wednesday, May 25, 2011 

Psalm 67: 5 – 6
Let the peoples praise Thee, O God; let all the peoples praise Thee.  The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, blesses us.

I can think of three good reasons to praise the Lord; perhaps you can add more.  First, let us praise Him simply because He is God.  That is a good enough reason for any of us.  He is worthy of praise.  The author of this psalm gives us the second reason and that is that we should praise Him for all of the good things He has done for us.  He blesses us and it should become a natural response for us to praise Him because of all He does for us.

Lastly though, and importantly, praise is a powerful tool and a powerful weapon.  When your back is to the wall and you feel like you have nothing left inside of you, begin to praise the Lord.  When you are at your very lowest point, praise will lift you.  In those times when you don’t even know what to pray give yourself over to praise.

Praise is good for what it does for you and the devil cannot stand to hear you praising God.  You will defeat the devil with praise and you will build yourself up.  Praise puts you back in remembrance of how awesome our God is and it renews your spirit.  It renews your joy and draws you back to the presence of the Lord.  Remember praise as a powerful and useful tool as well as a way to honor our Father.
1092. Thursday, May 26, 2011

2 Chronicles 20: 21 – 22

And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who sang to the Lord and those who praised Him in holy attire, as they went out before the army and said, “Give thanks to the Lord, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.”  And when they began singing and praising, the Lord set ambushes against the sons of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; so they were routed.

This story demonstrates the power of praise.  Three nations had come out against Judah but God spoke through the prophet Jahaziel and told King Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah not to be dismayed but rather to stand and see their deliverance by the hand of the Lord.  They were told that their army would not even have to fight because the battle was not theirs but rather the Lord’s.  Jehoshaphat instructed the worship ministers to praise the Lord and worship Him in song (v. 14 – 20).

What a battle strategy!  Don’t you wonder what the army captains’ reactions were?  I don’t imagine this was the battle plan they had drawn up.  But perhaps they were men of faith or at least obedient.  In the end, this strategy worked very well.  Not a single soldier of the army of Judah was lost.  In fact, they never even had to unsheathe their swords.  

There are two lessons I want you to take away from this story.  First, praise is powerful.  It has power to overcome immense odds and deliver you.  Secondly, God’s plans often do not make much sense to the human mind and yet they work very well.  Don’t judge the idea or plan that God is giving you according to human reasoning.  His plans don’t always make sense to us but He knows what He is doing and His plans workout even better than our best conceived ones.  Let Him be God.  Do what He tells you and then stand by and watch your deliverance by the power of His might.

1093. Friday, May 27, 2011

John 8: 31 – 32
Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
There is much taught about discipleship in the church and many very good discipleship programs.  Here we have from the mouth of Jesus himself revelation knowledge of what it takes to truly be a disciple of his.  Jesus is very much to the point here.  If you want to be his disciple then you must abide in his word.  Now I don’t suppose it gets much more simple than that.  Then it is our decision whether we truly want to be his disciple or not.  

Webster’s New World Dictionary (David B. Guralnik, ed., 1980, Simon & Schuster) defines abide as: 1. to stand fast; remain; go on being  2. to stay; reside (in or at); 1. to await  2. to submit to; put up with  -abide by.  1. to live up to (a promise, agreement, etc.)  2. to submit to and carry out (a rule, decision, etc.).  I really like that last one, to submit to and carry out.  In any event, we get the idea that we are to remain fast in the Word.  We are supposed to live in it, to reside therein.  Through our abiding, Jesus reveals to us the truth.  He is the truth (John 14: 6) so he reveals himself to us as we abide in his word.  Is there anyone who does not wish to have Jesus reveal himself to them?  

Jesus does not intend to hide himself nor to be a great mystery.  His intent and desire is to reveal himself to his people.  That is why he gives us this great secret.  If you want to be in his inner circle; if you want to be one of the people that he calls upon when there is something to be done, then you must abide in his word.  By this you will receive wisdom and knowledge and prove yourself a disciple of Christ chosen for his good work in these last days.  This invitation is open to anyone who will accept it.

1094. Tuesday, May 31, 2011

2 Corinthians 7: 8

For though I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret it – for I see that that letter caused you sorrow, though only for a while.

One thing that has always intrigued me about human psychology is how powerful the fear of discomfort is.  We will go through a great deal in order to avoid perceived pain.  Let me explain.

I have noticed that people will endure years upon years of psychological torture rather than face their problems.  Their perceived horrors are so great that they will put themselves through literal hell rather than face them.  Obviously this makes absolutely no sense to a rational mind and yet it is utterly common.

Paul felt chagrin over the discomfort that his first letter to the Corinthians caused but in the final analysis he was happy that it affected long term good.  No one ever wants to create those uncomfortable feelings in others but the end result is so good.  It is like the Dr. giving you a shot.  Sure the shot can be a bit uncomfortable but the result is good.  It ends the suffering.    Rather than continue to suffer, just take the medicine and feel better quickly.

And so it is with emotional growth and psychological suffering.  You can be a prisoner to the same old triggers all of your life.  They will control you and your decisions will never truly be your own.  You will always dance to the tune that the past plays.  You will never be whole; you will never be free.  You will always be controlled by those same stimuli.  I cannot understand how any one would ever choose that path.  That sounds like misery to me.  Better to face your demons.  Confront them and put them down.  They are really not as big and scary as you think.  Their only power, honestly, is in frightening you.  They control you the same way a bully does but once you confront them, you find that they are not nearly as powerful or as frightening as you feared.

I have noticed that the pain is never as bad as expected and the duration is ridiculously short.  Sure, you might suffer a few minutes of discomfort and maybe even shed a few tears.  So what!  It beats the drama that you have to live with all of the time because you won’t crucify those rascals.  Trust me in this.  Face your fears.  Face those things which you have allowed to control you for years.  Most of them are just lies anyway as you will find out.  Many of them are lies you told yourself.  Truly when you face them you will know the truth and the truth will absolutely set you free.

I join with Paul in that believing that to suffer a short term discomfort or through my words cause you to suffer a short term pain is far better than living the real nightmare of injury, trauma, lies and bondage.  It is so, so much better on the other side of those things you are afraid of.  Look, there really are not monsters in the closet.  You think there are but there aren’t.  I implore you, don’t be held prisoner by your fears any longer.  Face those demons that you have cowered from all of your life.  It is so worth it!
1095. Wednesday, June 1, 2011

Romans 8: 38 - 39

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Each one of us must, at some time in our Christian journey, come to the realization that God will never leave us nor forsake us.  Moreover, there is nothing in this earth that has the power to separate us from the love of God.  We have the love of God with us each and every day for the rest of our lives. Paul is very inclusive in his list and by principalities he is referring to the devil and his horde.  Paul is saying that not even the power of the devil and his lieutenants can bar the love of God from reaching us.

The one thing that can happen is that you can “feel” that the love of God is not surrounding you.  That is why we are not supposed to be governed by how we “feel.”  Sometimes you have to just know that God is with you even if you do not feel his presence.  

Paul of all people was a good person to preach this message.  He went through storms, snake bites, being shipwrecked, beaten, stoned and imprisoned.  Basically anything that could happen to a person happened to Paul.  He is the poster child for trials and tribulation but no matter what the devil threw at him, he was always certain of his relationship with the Holy Trinity.  He did not falter and God never failed him.  Shipwrecked but not drowned; imprisoned but not bound; snake bitten but unharmed. God protected Paul in all of his journeys and He always turned what the devil meant for evil into triumph.  Paul never forsook his God and his God never forsook him.  

There is nothing on this planet, in the air, water, heavens or hell that can tear God’s love away from you.  Accept it as ultimate truth and let God’s ever Omni-presence keep you and guard you.
1096. Thursday, June 2, 2011

Psalm 37: 7
Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him.

For such a short sentence the verse above sure does cause many Christians a lot of trouble.  Learning to wait on the Lord and actually doing it are hard enough but we are supposed to exercise patience too.

This is the “faith” secret.  When we truly are walking in faith and trusting God then patience, really, is a natural by product.  True faith requires that once we pray about a situation and place it in God’s hands, then we let go and relax.  It is the same way as if you asked a trusted friend to do something for you.  Once you gave her all of the details you could actually release the matter from your mind as if it is already done.  You wouldn’t worry or fret.

That is the way we need to be with God.  After we pray about a matter, then we should be able to enter into His rest.  But what really happens is that we pray and are initially hopeful.  When the answer has not come by the time we think it should have, we begin to worry.  We start to have doubt and fear rises up.  We begin to give up on God.  Why hasn’t He answered my prayer?  What am I doing wrong?

Those are the moments when we must exercise control over our minds and put patience to work.  We need to be our own counselors and tell ourselves to refuse to doubt.  The best thing we can do at such a critical time is to begin to use our mouths for good.  Start saying things which are positive and full of faith.  Begin to confess that your God is a faithful God and speak the Word of God.  This is where the work of faith is done.  Don’t give up; press in.  Don’t get discouraged; get resolute.  Refuse to give in.  This is where the faith victories are forged.  This is your part in the miracle.  God will do the work, He will create the miracle but your part is to keep believing in Him until you receive the gift of His grace.  Enter His rest and believe.
1097. Friday, June 3, 2011

2 Corinthians 13: 5
Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!

Hebrews 11: 6 tells us that it is impossible to please God without faith.  But living the faith life is not always easy and sometimes we slip in our faith walk without completely realizing it.  A huge part of walking in faith is believing in God and the promises that He has made to us.  When we truly believe; believe in the deepest part of our beings, then we have the faith that God is going to come through for us for the things we need and even in the things we desire.  We have confidence that He is not only is going to but also that He is taking care of all of this issues in our lives.

Occasionally, though, we need to examine ourselves.  Are we still standing in faith and trusting God or have we lost our belief?  Have we shifted our trust to the things of the world?  Are we still standing in confident expectation?  It is very easy to unwittingly begin to take our eyes off of Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 12: 2) and begin to trust in the people and technologies of the world.  Now, this is not to say that God cannot or never will use things in the earth to meet our needs.  He absolutely will.  The issue is in where our trust lies.  

We have to be vigilant in our faith.  Faith is the fabric of which miracles are formed.  God uses our faith to fashion our answers.  And angels hearken to our corresponding words of faith.  They are attracted to the spoken word of God so when you in faith speak out those promises of God, the angels are drawn to you.  They come to carry out that which was spoken in faith by the word of God.

You cannot separate your needs being met from your faith and the words of your mouth.  All of it is tied together and this is how the kingdom of God operates.  Faith is more than a “churchy” word.  It is a way of living which always manifests in your language.  Faith is an actual substance.  It is something tangible in God’s hands.  As you believe God’s promises to you and you fully trust Him to come through for you, you give Him and His angels the material to work with so that they can move things in the spiritual realm for you.  And once that thing is created in the spiritual realm, it must manifest in the physical.

Give yourself a check up.  Are you still trusting God?  Is your faith in Him still absolute?  Are you willing to put all of your trust in Him and lay everything on the line?  Are you standing on His promises so devoutly that you cannot be moved?  If you cannot answer all of these questions with strong affirmations, then get back down to basics.  First pray, then get out your Bible and start meditating on the faith scriptures again.  Police your thoughts and words.  He is worthy of all of our trust and faith and faith and trust are how we connect with his wonder working power.
1098. Monday, June 06, 2011

1 Corinthians 2: 12
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God.

Jesus promised that he was going to send us a helper, the Spirit of truth, to lead us and guide us into all truth (John 16: 7, 13).  Then on the day of Pentecost he did just that (Acts 2).  All of this is so that we would have the truth of God and the power of God alive and active in our lives.  God never wanted us left as orphans.  So when Jesus left the earth, God sent another; one that would be with us forever, even until the end of the age.

Furthermore, it was God’s intention that he be revealed to humans.  It is not His will to be a great mystery.  He didn’t give His only child on the cross for us; submit him to horrific torture and a painful death so that He (God) could remain a veiled enigma.  All that God has done has been to bring His children close to Him.  He wants to be our God and us be His people.  He has sent us His own Spirit even as He sent His own son so that we can draw near to the very heart and mind of Him.  The Spirit of God knows the thoughts of God.  He knows every thought God has ever had and it is his job to reveal God to us.  Isn’t that amazing?

God wants you living in His very essence.  He wants you in the middle of His Spirit and His Spirit in the middle of you.  He wants to reveal to you His thoughts, His emotions, His passions.  And He wants to share in all that you find beautiful, joyful and even in every trouble and sorrow.  Through Jesus and the Holy Spirit and their roles in the earth, the life we live is now to be one of integration.  Where once we were far off, now we are drawn near by the love of God manifested in the shed blood of Jesus.  We are to become one in Him.  There is no boundary that God has erected between you and Him.  You are entitled and even invited into every intimate thought and emotion of the Awesome One.  Everything that God is belongs to you.  He gives Himself freely to you.  There are no more walls barring your access to all of God.  He is all in all and He is yours.
1099. Tuesday, June 7, 2011

Proverb 11: 25
The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered.

In the New Testament we have come to know this as the principle of sowing and reaping: whatever you sow, that also shall you reap.  But at a more basic level this is more than just a principle of the kingdom of God.  It is also a “how to” on finances.  This is an investment strategy given by God.  

You cannot get better fiscal advice than this.  Imagine being in class the first day of college.  God is the opening day speaker and His topic is financial planning for your personal income.  Lesson one is, “give and it shall be given to you” (Luke 6: 38).  The first thing you need to know on your first day of college as you begin molding your financial future is to learn to give.  This is the foundation upon which the rest of your financial education will be built.  If you learn first to become a giver, then your financial prosperity will be assured.  You will have everything that you need because you give into the needs of others.

Now, for those who wish to go proceed in the University of God, first you must pass lesson one.  When you can pass this test, then you will progress on to lesson two and beyond.  Prosper through generosity.
1100. Wednesday, June 8, 2011

Proverb 1: 1-6, 7
The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: to know wisdom and instruction, to discern the sayings of understanding, to receive instruction in wise behavior, righteousness, justice and equity; to give prudence to the naïve, to the youth knowledge and discretion, a wise man will hear and increase in learning, and a man of understanding will acquire wise counsel, to understand a proverb and a figure, the words of the wise and their riddles.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.
The book of Proverbs is a book of wisdom.  It is packed with the wisdom of God because of the gift of wisdom that God gave to Solomon.  This is an excellent introduction to the book of proverbs.  Solomon, himself, tells us why the proverbs are being written.  It is to give instruction and wisdom.  Through Solomon, God gave us an entire book of insight.  It is a great tool for everyday life. 

After Solomon wrote his introductory paragraph, explaining the purpose of the book of proverbs, he gave us his first nugget of wisdom.  Solomon says that the beginning of wisdom is the reverential fear of the Lord.  The first step in gaining the knowledge and wisdom of the creator of the universe is to establish yourself in a respectful relationship with Him.  You are establishing yourself in wisdom when you establish yourself in God.  Walking with God is the first wise thing anyone can do and the beginning of all wisdom.  So you have already taken the first step in wisdom.  Now, enjoy the book of Proverbs and may you find much wisdom in its words.
1101. Thursday, June 9, 2011

Psalm 107: 4 – 7
They wandered in the wilderness in a desert region; they did not find a way to an inhabited city.  They were hungry and thirsty; their soul fainted within them.  Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; he delivered them out of their distresses.  He led them also by a straight way, to go to an inhabited city.

This story is an exact representation of so many of us.  These people wandered around and around, lost in the desert.  They could not find their way.  They were not allowing God to lead them.  Instead they were trying to get to where they wanted to go on their own strength and their own wisdom.  That is until they became hopelessly lost in the desert without food or drink.  Their lives were in a shambles and they were desperate even to save their lives.  In their desperation, finally, they turned to the Lord and He heard them from His holy mountain.

You know God had watched them wander around in the desert listening only to their own counsel.  He must have been thinking, “Why won’t you let me lead you?”    They must have walked twice as far as necessary and probably passed by many towns without even realizing how close they actually were to help.  As soon as they turned their faces to God and opened their ears to Him, He immediately relieved all of their problems and led them straight to a city.

The people in this story could have saved themselves a lot of anguish and misery if they had begun their trip in the presence of the Lord.  Why didn’t they start out the trip in prayer and ask God to lead them along the way?  More importantly, why do we do the same thing today when we have the benefit of other’s mistakes as a lesson?

I cannot vouch for how intelligent humans really are.  We make some of the most ludicrous mistakes.  We wander around lost in the desert trying to do everything in our own limited wisdom and in our own might.  We make a total mess of the project trying to do everything on our own strength.  Then, usually, the next thing we do is to blame God for the mess.  Why he listens to our cries at all is a wonder to me.  But just as He did for the people in this story, He does for us; He rescues us out of all our troubles and delivers us to the place of sustenance and peace.

One of the lessons from this passage has got to be how gracious and wonderful our God is.  Even if we learn nothing else from this lesson let us at least appreciate the magnificence of His love and grace towards us.  Let us learn to give Him praise for all He is and for all that He does in our lives.

But should we have the ability to learn more, let us learn to pray before we enter our journey.  Let us learn to yield to God in the beginning rather than waiting until we are in a desperate situation.  He has ears to hear.  He is listening for your invitation.

Moreover, He is willing to lead us so that we don’t end up in a hopeless mess.  We must learn to humble ourselves before Him and ask His assistance in all things.  Talk to Him before you have made a horrible mess out of things.  He has opened your ear so that you can hear Him and He wants to guide you along your path.  He doesn’t want you hopelessly wandering around in barren places.  He wants to keep you fed and supplied.  His direction will save you time and a lot of suffering.  Lay all of your plans before Him and ask His direction and His anointing upon them.  You will be so glad you did.

1102. Friday, June 10, 2011

Proverb 6: 12
A worthless person, a wicked man, is the one who walks with a false mouth.

I was speaking with someone recently who commented on how prevalent lying is in our society.  It has become almost acceptable.  But look at God’s opinion on the topic.  He says that a person who tells lies, who speaks falsely is worthless.  I am not sure how much more plainly He needs to express himself.

What has happened in our society that makes it ok to tell lies?  Did something change while I was not watching?  The truth is, if you call yourself a Christian then you are supposed to have no part in the world.  You live in the world but are not a part of it.  Therefore, the social mores of the culture are not your ethical rules.  Just because it has become ok to tell lies in our social culture does not mean that it is alright for you.  Your culture is supposed to be the culture of Jesus and his father.

Little white lies are still lies.  Lying to your kids is not okay.  Lying to your parents is not alright.  Lying to your boss is not acceptable. And despite whatever justification you use for your lying, it is not okay with God.  You say you are trying to protect someone by telling them a lie.  I understand that but you need to understand that even those lies are not alright.  You are sowing bad seed into that person’s life.  You need to understand that Jesus is the truth (John 14: 6).  The devil, on the other hand, is the source of lies.  “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8: 44).  So when you lie, you are participating in Satan’s power and domain.  Jesus might say you are spreading Satan’s nature because you have his nature.  In other words, you are serving Satan as your father instead of God.

Now I know that none of you has a desire to further the kingdom of Satan.  You never intend to give glory to his nature.  And yet, when you tell a lie that is exactly what you are doing.  We need to get a grasp on this and finally face that this is no small thing.  This is the difference between Jesus and Satan.  They stand in direct opposition to one another.  Therefore, you can’t be with both at the same time.  When you choose to lie, you have chosen to put your foot in Satan’s camp and thereby set yourself in opposition to the truth, i.e. to Jesus.  

If we are going to grow up spiritually, then we must face this truth.  We must begin to stand for the truth and bring others with us.  We cannot be used in a powerful way by God as long as we are still playing in Satan’s sandbox.  And, frankly, this is kindergarten stuff.  This is one of the first principles we should have mastered.  I will be glad when no minister has to preach this message because we will have put this matter so far behind us.  Face up to the truth today and let truth always be your guiding light.
1103. Monday, June 13, 2011

Philippians 2: 3 – 4
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

Paul is writing here.  I was struck by this verse today because it does not sound like very deep spiritual advice.  Paul being one of the leading New Testament teachers should have very profound messages for us but this sounds like the kind of lesson your grandmother would have taught you.  The point is, though, that this is the profound message of Christ.  It is the message of love.  Because it manifests in ordinary ways, or is applicable to ordinary life, people tend to skim over it.  We want to hear those weighty proverbs that only the spiritually advanced can fathom.

I have in my mind the familiar image of one climbing to the top of the mountain to speak to the wisest of all spiritual leaders.  After climbing, maybe even for days, would we be surprised, perhaps even disappointed if this was the sage advice he gave us?  I wonder.  But this is the essence of the message of Christ.  As a matter of fact, in my Bible these two verses are in a section entitled “Be like Christ.”  So, there is no higher calling than this message.

What makes this so difficult is that most of us are very self concerned.  We are busy defending our rights.  We guard our territory vigorously so that no one gets anything from us or over on us.  We are easily and quickly offended.  We are so busy defending ourselves and our perceived rights that we never offer a kind word or gesture to others.  God forbid someone take our spot in traffic.  I perceive that it is our own brokenness that causes this reaction in us.  If we would allow Jesus to heal us through and through then I don’t think we would really care about other people’s ridiculous little acts.  And wouldn’t this make good marital advice.  If each person in the marriage looked after the needs of the other instead of themselves, then marriages would have much less trouble.

In order for us to walk in this kind of love we must do two things.  First we must decide this is a value worthy of pursuing.  We must make a decision to that we desire to live life in this way.  Then we have to let Jesus heal any parts of our personalities that make this way of behaving difficult or impossible.  If we will pray, telling Jesus that these verses represent the kind of life we wish to live, then he will quickly come to aid us in our pursuit.  This is the real key to spiritual maturity.

1104. Tuesday, June 13, 2011

2 Corinthians 5: 15
And He died for all, that they who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.

We live in a world of very narrow focus these days.  Although there is still plenty of trouble in the world, essentially our existence has become one of comfort.  We do not have to scratch our existence out of the soil nor are we in constant fear for our lives.  More importantly, we do not fear persecution because of our religious beliefs.  That is not to say that we are not still persecuted for them but we do not have to fear crucifixion, stoning or other forms of brutal treatment because of our Christianity, at least not in the western world.

It was not always so.  Obviously, Jesus died for us in that environment of torment as did many of the disciples.  He gave so much so that we could live.  He gave all.  And of all the people who ever walked this earth, he was the one person with so much power that nothing and no one could touch him.  And yet love put him on that cross.  How powerful is love?  I’ve heard it said that it is the most powerful force on earth and that must be so.

Now here we are 2000 years later trying to be the best Christians we can be but we don’t really know what that means.  I have asked this question before of my self and philosophically of all, “What are we willing to do for our God?”  What are we willing to do for Him today; for He that gave all?  I find myself and modern day Christians lazy.  I think that perhaps it is our ease that causes us to take our Christianity a bit for granted.  Sometimes it is so easy to read the New Testament accounts as just words on a page.  Occasionally, though, those words leap off of the page and become real in our mind’s eye.  All of a sudden we have a real appreciation for the events that took place all those many years ago.  It is in those moments that we must ask ourselves what our Christianity means to us.  Would we die for it?  More to the point, would we give up some of our valuable time for it?  Would we turn off the TV for the hope of glory?  Will we forsake our pleasures or busy schedule for 20 minutes of quality time with the Lord?

It is not as easy as it sounds.  There are so many things crowding our schedules.  But when we really need the Lord’s help we usually find the time.  We are not forced to gather secretly like believers of the past and yet sometimes it seems to me that those who were in peril risked their lives to draw together more often than we get together.  Their lives became their Christianity and visa versa.  Our Christianity is a part of our lives that we fit in where we can.  The scripture tells us not to forsake our gathering together for the encouragement of each other (Hebrews 10: 25).  Some people translate that verse into “Go to church.”  But that is not what it says and I believe that is a very limited view of our opportunities to gather in the name of the Lord.  Some of the best encouragement you will ever receive or give will be outside of church services.  It may well be that your greatest opportunity to minister to someone is at a church activity but not the formal services.  Maybe it is at a church picnic.  Moreover, would that you and some of your like minded Christian friends get together over the word simply for a time of fellowship in and with the Lord and one another.  Maybe you gather for a time of prayer and ministry.  

Well, whatever we can think to do, we can all afford to do much more of it.  So much of our Christian heritage is slipping away from us but perhaps if we begin to dedicate more of ourselves to our faith, when our faith is a larger part of our daily existence, then maybe we can reclaim some of the ground we have lost.  I desire for us to live in the strength, victory and power of the Lord but there is a cost for living in that kind of success and we just are not going to be able to avoid the price.  If we are going to walk in the kind of miracles that the early church saw, then we are going to have to be devoted the way they were.  We will have to be devoted in heart, mind and time.  The more we give to our faith, the more we invest in it, the more we will reap. You do not reap without first sowing.  Let’s ask ourselves these questions again.  What are we willing to do for our Christianity, what are we willing to do for our God?

1105. Wednesday, June 15, 2011

Proverb 10: 23
Doing wickedness is like sport to a fool; and so is wisdom to a man of understanding.

It is pretty easy to picture the fool that is discussed in this verse.  You have undoubtedly encountered him at some time in your life.  But do you know a person of understanding?  Is there someone in your present or past of whom you are reminded?  Wouldn’t we all like to be considered that person?  For the person of understanding wisdom is a constant expression.  It is in the way he speaks and acts.  He is informed by wisdom daily.  Wisdom has come to be a constant companion.

This kind of understanding, this kind of wise living comes through and by the Word of God.  The entire book of Proverbs is a book of wisdom but assuredly the entire Bible is a tome containing the wisdom of God.  Those who wish to have wisdom as a counselor must do the first wise act that wisdom requires.  That is to partake of the Bible.  It is not enough just to read it every now and again.  We must begin to learn it.  We must feed ourselves on the Word of God.  When one goes mining in the Word of God, one finds pure gold nuggets.  But you have to dig into it to uncover those nuggets.  There is an entire treasury in its pages.  This is not toil.  It is discovery.  It is not painstaking research.  It is the uncovering of miracles.  Success and every blessing are folded up in those pages.  Get in there and wrest them out.
Wisdom will become a habit for you just as Solomon anticipated of any wise and understanding person.  This is your calling and God’s vision for you.  You will walk in wisdom in all things that you do and success will be a natural habit for you.
1106. Thursday, June 16, 2011

Acts 18: 9 – 10
And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, “Do not be afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city.”

Do not be afraid of what God has called you to any longer.  No matter what it is, He has already prepared the place and the people that will help you along your journey.  You are not alone.  I know that you feel very alone and isolated at times.  Sometimes you feel that your faith isolates you.  But God’s word to you is that He has people already in the town where you need them.

You will never do anything significant without someone criticizing you.  Small minded people always try to minimize the accomplishments of the achievers.  But turn a deaf ear to them.  God has defenders in place for you.  Sometimes it is difficult to do what God has called you to.  People you know don’t want to recognize the new thing that God is doing in you.  But you have been called to Him and by Him.  He wants to walk with you every minute of everyday.  So just shake off all of those who criticize you or call you weird because you have faith.  It is only that your faith exemplifies their doubt.  And as for those friends that you thought were coming along with you, continue to pray for them daily but don’t stop moving forward because of them.  Maybe someday they will come back into your life.  Jesus told Paul to keep moving forward, keep speaking. He also told Paul that he was with him.  That is Jesus’ message to you and to all of us today.  He is with you. So bolster your courage and speak all that Jesus has given you.  The one who has called you is ever with you.  He is the hope of glory and your constant companion. 
1107. Friday, June 17, 2011

John 16: 2
They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God.

Jesus spoke this to his disciples in the days leading to his crucifixion.  He warned them about the reception they would receive.  And as history demonstrates, Christians were run out of the synagogue and had to meet in the homes of believers.

History is full of examples of exclusionism.  It seems there is something about human nature that wants to exclude others.  We believe we are living in a period of enlightenment but the same discriminatory and exclusionary policies are practiced today.  There always seems to be some characteristic by which we can judge others and, therefore, keep them out of our organizations and even our congregations.

Well, if you have ever felt ostracized, unwelcomed or as if you just didn’t fit in, there is good news for you today.  Jesus was treated as an outcast before you were so you are in very good company.  You have a Lord who can sympathize with your discomfort.  But if you feel that the church judges you and excludes you be reminded that the scripture tells us to seek the face of God.  We are not expected to find our fulfillment in a church but rather in God himself.  Many times we have replaced God with the church.  That is a mistake.  Churches are man-made institutions that help us to find and worship God.  They support our worship and education and fulfill other needful roles.  They are not, however, God himself.  You must first seek God.  Seek his face.  Determine to know Him.  

When you get to know God you will find that He accepts you as you are.  He will support you and encourage you.  It is all about your relationship with Him.  Don’t wait for mankind to validate who you are.  Take who you are to your father.  He will tell you and show you how beloved you are by Him.  You will know in your heart that you are precious to the Holy One.  No one can take that away from you.  Then He can lead you to the right people and places.  You will always fit in with Him.
1108. Monday, June 20, 2011

Genesis 25: 29 – 34

And when Jacob had cooked stew, Esau came in from the field and he was famished; and Esau said to Jacob, “Please let me have a swallow of that red stuff there, for I am famished.”  Therefore his name was called Edom.  But Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.”  And Esau said, “Behold, I am about to die; so of what use then is the birthright to me?”  And Jacob said, “First swear to me”; so he swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob.  Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew; and he ate and drank, and rose and went on his way.  Thus Esau despised his birthright.

When we read this story it sounds ridiculous.  In those days, being first born was very significant.  Esau sacrificed the blessings of his birthright in order to satisfy his appetite.  Who would trade their birthright for a bowl of stew?  While it sounds ridiculous and very short sighted I suggest that in substantial ways we do the same thing today.  We forfeit our birthright, our inheritance for the sake of our appetites.

We are the heirs of Abraham according to the promise (Galatians 3: 29).  Jesus’ victory over Satan won for us all of the blessings of Abraham (Galatians 3: 14).  Abraham’s heirs had a right to inherit the blessings of Abraham.  Since we have become the heirs of Abraham through Jesus’ then we have that same right to inherit all the blessings God gave to Abraham.  But many times the allure of the world and its pleasures distracts us from the promise of God through Christ.  In other words, the attraction of those things which satisfy our flesh often override the appeal of those things which benefit the spirit.  Food can be a lust for us just as it was for Esau but there are many things which draw our attention these days because we are living in a time with many more attractions.  For example, we have televisions and games and computers; we have sporting events, hobbies and movies.  And that certainly does not exhaust the list of diversions in our lives.  We forsake the greatest prizes and ultimately the greatest pleasures because we choose the good smelling, appetizing stew instead of the meat of the Word of God.  It is very difficult to choose God when the world is so tantalizing with all of its treats.  But everything we want and everything we need is imbedded in the promise of Abraham in Christ.  Our inheritance is much richer than the short term pleasures of the world.  But it takes a commitment to receive those things and that is the hard part.  Esau would have remained hungry a bit longer if he had chosen his birthright instead Jacob’s stew.  It is no easier for us.  We must sacrifice some of the things we wish to do in order to spend time with God.  That might even mean sacrificing some sleep.  But our inheritance in Christ Jesus is worth the short term sacrifice.  We may forego some short term pleasures but the long term gains are well worth it.  So before you look so harshly on Esau realize that his short sightedness is similar to the challenges we face today.  However, through his story we are forewarned and can make better choices.
1109. Tuesday, June 21, 2011

2 John 1: 5 - 6
And now I ask you, lady, not as writing to you a new commandment, but the one which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another.  And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments.  This is the commandment just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.

Well, at least Jesus made it simple for us if not easy.  We demonstrate our love for Jesus and for Father God by walking in love towards one another.  We’ve seen before that the love walk means putting other people’s needs and wants ahead of our own (Philippians 2: 3- 4).  We are supposed to take our eyes off of ourselves and be concerned about blessing other people. It really is not a difficult concept it is just difficult to do day in and day out.

But here is the important part that I wish to emphasis today.  Forget about everyone else.  Forget that there is a love commandment out there.  Let’s talk about the love of the Father.  John tells us that this is how we show that we love our father, by obeying his commandments.  But really it is more than just how we show our love for Him.  When we obey His commandments we are actively loving Him.  It is more than just a demonstration of our love.  It is the act of love.  

Without an active love life with the Father, it is impossible to walk in the anointing.  The power of God is in the relationship with Him and there can be no sustainable relationship without love.  Therefore, without obedience to His commandments, there is no power; no anointing.  But that makes perfect sense doesn’t it?  How can we expect to walk in His grace and His miracles without relationship with Him?  

“If you love me you will keep my commandments” (John 14: 15).  Well, Jesus has made himself pretty clear.  There is no need for us to tell him again and again how much we love him.  The way to show him our love is to obey his commandments.  We now have an easy way to judge the health of our relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We need only look at how we are honoring him by how well we are keeping his commandments.  That will tell all we need to know.  If you find you are not where you would like to be, then pray to the Father and ask for his help.  He is only too happy to help you in all things.
1110. Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Romans 1: 11
For there is no partiality with God.
There is no one more special to God than you.  Did you know that?  It is easy to think that God favors some of His kids over others but it isn’t true.  You are every bit as important to Him as anyone else.
Moreover, what God has done for anyone, He will do for you.  His care for His kids is universal.  He has not chosen favorites and decided to bless them and no one else.  His great grace is for us all.  “But,” you may say, “not everyone receives the same.”  You are so right.  But not everyone believes the same.  Some people expect to be blessed.  Most of us, honestly, do not expect God to answer our prayers.  We pray hopefully but without any real conviction.  Even while we are praying we are thinking with our own minds what “we” can do about the situation.  It is knowledge about God’s promises and belief in His willingness to grant blessings to us that makes the difference.  A very famous man of God said it this way.  “There is something about believing God that will cause Him to pass over a million people to get to you” (Smith Wigglesworth from The Will of God in Prayer by  Kenneth E. Hagin1998, Faith Library Publications).   

It is your faith in God and your belief in Him that moves Him.  You are the most important thing in this whole world to Him but He is only moved by faith.  He is not moved by doubt or fear.  He deeply desires to move all blessings to you.  He needs only your belief in Him.  He desperately wants you to understand how important you are to Him and how beloved you are.  You are not important to Him because of what you can do for the Kingdom.  You are important because He loves you.  You are precious to Him.  Begin to tell yourself daily that you are loved and favored by God.  The more you say it the more you will believe it and the more you believe it the more favor you will see manifesting in your life.  There is no one more precious to the Lord than you.  Embrace that truth today.
1111. Thursday, June 23, 2011

Ezekiel 11: 19 - 20
And I shall give them one heart, and shall put a new spirit within them.  And I shall take the heart of stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in My statutes and keep My ordinances, and do them.  Then they will be My people, and I shall be their God.

God is speaking to us from the ancient times of the Old Testament prophets.  This is the promise of the new covenant which is the promise to us.  The people of that time lacked the ability to keep the Father’s ordinances because they had a heart of stone.  We see repeatedly in the Bible the people described as hard-hearted.  And because they were hard-hearted, they could not live like God.  It took the redemptive power of Jesus’ victory to restore humankind so that people could again believe and walk like God.

God promised us that when the new covenant was established we would have a soft heart, one capable of compassion.  And that covenant was brought to life by the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Now God has put His heart in His people.  He also promised that He would put in us a new spirit.  That is the Holy Spirit of promise that He and Jesus promised from early Old Testament times all the way to Calvary.  The promise has now been given to us (Acts 2).  You have a new spirit in the Holy Spirit of God if you choose to receive him.  You have a new heart through your surrender to and subsequent acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord over your life.  When you surrender every bit of your heart to Jesus, he remakes it into the new heart of the Father in Christ.  Therefore, relinquish every part of your heart to the Lord.  Reserve nothing from Him.
When we yield our hearts and spirits to the Lord allowing him to remake us in his own image we become the very essence of him.  We are transformed into his body and into his likeness.  As such we are no longer sinners but the righteousness of God through the shed blood of Jesus.  We are born again from our old selves into a new creation in Jesus.  We experience a metamorphosis similar to that of the caterpillar.  As our new selves, we can follow God’s statutes and Jesus’ example.  We are no longer slaves to sin.  We do not have to bow the old sin nature but can live in righteousness through the power of the Son.

And then the new covenant is not only revealed but fulfilled.  Father writes His statutes on our hearts; we have become His people and He is our ever present God.  This is the message of the Gospel.  This is indeed very good news.  Where once we were slaves to sin; now we are alive to righteousness and the righteous one.  He is all in all and fills us to overflowing with himself.  He writes himself on the tablet of our hearts and we bask in His awesome presence.  Truly the new covenant is far better than the Old.  We have become part of the Father and He part of us.

And you thought you weren’t special.  Think again.
1112. Friday, June 24, 2011

Romans 5: 5
And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

If you recall the Word of the Day from yesterday, which was Ezekiel 11: 19-20, this will impact you in an even greater way and make perfect sense to you. Hope does not disappoint because God has given us new hearts, the heart made flesh by and through the victory of Jesus.  Likewise, Jesus once he was raised and had sat down at the right hand of God, sent us his Holy Spirit.  The heart and the Spirit are both sourced from love.  In other words, since God is love then His Spirit has to be the Spirit of love and His heart has to be the heart of love.  So love is poured out into us.  It was a free gift from the Father of love.  And in that love we have eternal and majestic hope.  And this kind of hope never fails.

Recognize, though, that the hope spoken of in this passage is the hope of faith.  This is not a weak, repressed hope as in, “I hope God heard my prayer”, “I hope God will hear the cry of my heart.”  Rather this is a strong, immovable hope.  Its expression is, “My hope is in the Lord.”  It is a definitive statement of belief even in the face of overwhelming circumstances.  It is a faith statement.  And this kind of hope never fails.  It is a resolution of position and action.  It says, “I will stand and see my deliverance because I know my God and it is in Him that I have placed my trust.

It all begins with the love of God though.  You see, hope does not disappoint because of the love of God.  That love having now been poured into our reformed hearts cannot disappoint if we hold to it.  The only way we can fail is to release our grip on the hope of our relationship with our God.  It is His love that forges the victory.  Love overcomes all obstacles.  It really is the most powerful force in the earth or in the universe.  When you receive God’s Holy Spirit you receive all that he is along with all that God is.  The Holy Spirit of God cannot be separated from God nor, for that matter, can it be separated from Jesus.

If you have never received the gift of the Holy Spirit I recommend that you take this moment to invite him to fill you.  Receive the love that he brings to flood your heart.  Allow him to remake your heart into the heart of the Father where love never fails.  And where love never fails, neither does hope.  Hope does not disappoint so dust off those old dreams and give them the Holy Spirit.

1113. Monday, June 27, 2011

Isaiah 40: 29 – 31
He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases power.  Though youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly, yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.

This is a beautiful and poetic passage of scripture.  It is often quoted but I wonder if we understand it or if we just appreciate the eloquence of it.  As pretty as it is, there is also a practical, applicable side to these verses.  God is teaching us how to move in Him rather than in our own might so that we do not wear ourselves out.  You can have strength and endurance beyond that of the young, vigorous youths because your strength is in the Lord.

What we must learn to do is to work inside our anointing in the Lord, moving always in His Spirit instead of in our strength.  This verse, then, is the application and result of Zechariah 4:6 which reads, “‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of hosts.”  
The first step is to dedicate our work to the Lord.  Each day we begin with acknowledging God as our source.  Then we lay our work before Him and ask His anointing on it.  Moreover, we allow Him to guide our steps all day long.  That way we do not waste time with useless effort.  Secondly, we commit the works of our hands to Him and we give over the control and decision making to Him.  As we give control to Father God He accepts responsibility for its successful completion.  We release the concern of the work to the Father and He gives us His peace in its place.  Using your time to read your Bible and pray are the two most powerful time expenditures you can make.  You become easier for the Holy Spirit to lead when you are exercising and sensitizing your Spirit.

One of the great benefits of this work pattern is that you get much more done in less time.  So the next time you find yourself really busy and you don’t know how you are going to get everything done that you need to get done, dust off Isaiah 40 and Zechariah 4 and let them work for you.
1114. Tuesday, June 28, 2011

Psalm 16: 7
I will bless the Lord who has counseled me; indeed, my mind instructs me in the night.

I have discovered that “my” best ideas are not really mine at all.  The way I began to notice this is that I became aware that at the time an idea occurred to me, I was thinking of something else entirely.    I might be actively engaged in thinking about what to wear when an idea for a Word of the Day just pops, unbidden, in my mind.  There have even been times when I have disagreed with the thought.  For example, recently when packing for a trip, I got the idea to pack an additional nice outfit.  I could not fathom a circumstance wherein I would need the extra outfit.  I have learned, though, not to argue with those kinds of thoughts too long.  I yielded and sure enough, I stayed a day longer than I planned to.

You see, God is trying to get his wisdom to you.  He even tells you simple things that just make your life easier.  You have to develop the ability to listen to him though.  It is not, usually, that you don’t hear Him.  It is that you don’t listen.  You are not accustomed to listening to God’s voice, that’s all.  A good example of this is when you don’t take the extra outfit of clothes, end up staying an extra day and then realize that you actually had the thought to pack the additional outfit.  After the fact is when most of us first realize that the thought of extra clothing ever crossed our minds.  We didn’t really hear it the first time.  It only brushed the surface of our consciousness and we quickly dismissed it.  You don’t even remember the thought until later.

Hearing God speak to you and allowing God to lead you in this way is just a matter of development.  When I am with someone who is beginning to learn to hear God, I like to point out examples to them of when they have heard God.  That way they can immediately fix in their minds what it was like.  Before long you come to recognize God’s leading.  It just takes that first recognition of God speaking with you to begin developing a habit of hearing God.

Today’s verse shows another way God will speak with you.  If he cannot get through to your conscious mind, sometimes He will speak to you in a dream.  I have had a number of these dreams.  I call them prophetic dreams.  You know it was God when you awaken.  These dreams are very powerful and can be life altering.  But God can also lead you in simple things in your dreams.  It can be an answer that you have been seeking or help with a decision you have to make.  It might be that God communicates an idea to you.

The more you put your mind into a tranquil state, the easier you will find it to hear God.  Additionally, you may have to turn off some of the sounds around you.  I found that in my life there was very little quiet time.  I always had a radio or TV on.  Even though I was often listening to Bible teaching, it still left no time in my life when there was quiet.  So, I began turning off the radio in my car sometimes and leaving the TV off in the house.  What a difference that one change has made.  God speaks in a quiet voice and it can be quite difficult to hear Him over the din in your life.

Lastly, don’t forget to bless the Lord for His leading and fellowship.
1115. Wednesday, June 29, 2011

Psalm 16: 8
I have set the Lord continually before me; because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.

This scripture shows us how to live without ever being shaken.    I have the image that as we set the Lord before us, he then is a constant forward shield.  He is a bulwark before us so that every thing and everyone encounters Him before they encounter us.  

The question becomes, “How do we set the Lord continually before us?”  We must put Him before our eyes continually.  The way that is done is to put the Word before us continually.  Start with reading the scriptures but don’t stop there.  Get some books by Christian authors writing on their experience with God.  Let them teach you from their perspective and share their experiences with you.  Listen to ministers teach.  You can receive their messages on TV, CD’s and DVD’s.  Rip the CD’S content to your mp3 player.  You can also find a plethora of content on the internet.  Each minister has their own website and many of them have content you can download.  You can also buy the entire Bible on CD.  

You see, in our generation there is no shortage of Christian media.  We do not have to travel long distances in order to hear the Word.  But sometimes that accessibility makes people value it less.  It is important that we do not fall into apathy.  Putting God continually in our eyes and ears is the key to our success.  With God constantly at our right hand then of course success is a foregone conclusion.  Set the Lord continually before you by putting Him foremost in your thoughts.  Surround yourself with His Word and be blessed.
1116. Thursday, June 30, 3011

Luke 18: 1
Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart.

1 Thessalonians 5: 17

Pray without ceasing.

Ephesians 6: 18

With all prayer and petition  pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints.

All three of these verses stand for the same proposition; that we ought to pray at all times.  Praying incessantly sounds like a very difficult thing to do.  The reason this is so is that we, as a culture and as a church, have changed the image of prayer.  We have over ritualized and over spiritualized prayer.  It has become a big to do instead of a regular event.  In so doing, we have made it difficult.  What we should be doing is talking with God continually, as if He were standing right beside us all day long.  Can you imagine having a friend with you all day but you don’t talk to her until just before you go to bed.  Then you use Elizabethan English to speak with her.  How unnatural is that?  

I’ve got a friend who I have learned not to ask to bless a meal because she takes so long to pray.  By the time she is done the food is cold but she has prayed for everything and everyone.  I want to say to her sometimes, “You know, you are not limited to one prayer a day.”  You see, we don’t have to have that formal moment in order to talk with God.

Just the other day, God reminded me of how common He wants prayer to be.  I had transported my kayak on top of my car.  When I reached my destination I needed to take the boat off.  One of the tie downs was quite long and I had a ton of knots in it so it wouldn’t flap around while I drove.  As I reached for the tie down to begin loosing all those knots, the Spirit of God spoke up inside of me telling me to pray first.  You see, sometimes the knots will tighten and they can be very difficult to get loose.   God reminded me to pray before I ever touched the tie down.  I said the quickest little prayer ever.  It was something like, “Father, help me with this.”  Very eloquent, huh?  But that was all that was necessary.  Those straps came off more easily than I ever remember being the case before.  There was nothing beautiful about my prayer.  You certainly would not have been impressed with my great spirituality if you had heard it but I didn’t have to fight with those tie down straps.  

Pray in all things.  Pray at all times.  Learn to simplify prayer and pray all day.  You can still have your times of formal prayer in your prayer closet but don’t wait for a formal environment or situation to talk with your Father.  He is with you all day so let us learn to speak with Him continually.

1117. Friday, July 1, 2011

1 Timothy 1: 5 – 6

But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.  For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless discussion.

Timothy was trained as a minister by Paul.  In this message Paul instructed Timothy in the purpose of ministry.  Timothy was left in Ephesus for some time which was a tough town.  He and the believers under his tutelage would have been bombarded on all sides by a plethora of religions.  It would have been quite easy for the church at Ephesus to have unintentionally incorporated heathen doctrines into the faith.  Therefore, Timothy had to be constantly vigilant to keep himself and the church on the correct path.

Paul, therefore, encouraged Timothy and taught him how to teach the gospel in a fruitful way.  The goal of the ministry was to teach and inspire love from a pure heart, actions and thoughts that would insure a clear conscience and promote a sincere faith.  This is the goal of the ministry.  Paul effectively warns Timothy in the last sentence that when people cease to vigorously pursue the essential objectives of the gospel, they fall into useless verbosity.  In other words, they talk a lot but to know useful effect.  People will argue the most inane doctrines until the death.  Their time would be much more wisely spent encouraging one another in the essential doctrines.  I have noticed that most of the things that Christians argue about don’t matter one hill of beans.  All of those debates, God will resolve and none of our arguing will have aided anyone.

Let us, therefore, use our time edifying one another.  Focus your attention on those things upon which you agree with your brother.  Don’t spend your energy trying to change his mind.  Just study the word together, pray and let your father who is in heaven lead and direct you both.  This will draw the body of Christ into unity, make us much more pleasing to God and make us more effective in our own lives as well as the lives of others.

Monday, July 4, 2011

July 4th Holiday

1118. Tuesday, July 5, 2011

John 12: 48
He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.

Few people would be surprised to find that those who reject Jesus will be judged.  What might surprise some people, though, is the preeminent position of the word in the Day of Judgment.  This scripture illustrates the importance of the word.  We discover that those who reject Jesus’ word will be judged because they rejected his word.  That would even seem to suggest that one could accept Jesus and yet reject his word thereby finding himself judged.  Furthermore, it is the very word that was rejected that will judge a person.

The importance of this is that one might be a confessing Christian and yet find himself judged by the word.  Not all people who call themselves Christian accept Jesus’ word.  Many live by their own doctrine instead of the by the Word of God.  In this scripture Jesus made clear to us that rejection of his word is rejection of him and leads to judgment.  Jesus told us this in order that we might avoid judgment.  He is not preaching judgment.  He is preaching life.  He wants us to find life and avoid judgment so he instructs us in the way.

One cannot reject the word and legitimately have accepted Jesus because Jesus is the word (John 1: 1, 14).  Regardless of our many denominations, we must all gather around the word.  In the word we have our unity and our peace.  It is our source because without it we do not have access to the father.  Jesus is the way to the father (John 14: 6) and he is the word so it is through the word that we draw nigh to the father.  It is imperative that we embrace the Word of God.  If you find a section that you do not understand or that disagrees with your philosophy, do not reject it because that is to reject Jesus.  Take it to him in prayer.  Expect him to make sense of it and to explain it to you.  It is not always saying what you think it is.  He will open the eyes of your understanding and give you insight.  And believe me, he is not afraid to be challenged on his word.  As a matter of fact, God welcomes respectful inquiries.  Just remember that He is God.  Allow Him to teach you.  He has the answers.

1119. Wednesday, July 6, 2011

John 13: 7
Jesus answered and said to him, “What I do you do not realize now, but you shall understand hereafter.”
Sometimes we just need to accept the words and actions of Jesus with faith.  We do not always understand why God does things the way He does.  Actually, sometimes the things He does or the way He does them makes no sense at all.

I have discovered that to be true in my own life.  I remember one time in particular when what God was telling me to do made absolutely no sense at all.  And, of course, I dragged my feet in complying.   Finally I succumbed to His urging.  Later I saw clearly how right God was.  I know how stupid this sounds.  At the time though, I kept convincing myself that I couldn’t be hearing God clearly.  Surely what I was hearing was some other voice.  Maybe it was me.  Maybe it was the devil.  Well, after I did as God directed all began to make sense.

He sees beyond the present circumstances and limitations.  He knows where you are going to be in a few months and what your needs are going to be then.  So, He begins to prepare your environment before those needs even develop.

If you are unsure about where and how God is leading you, rather than spending weeks and months trying to figure out the sense of it all, just ask Him to confirm His word to you.  He does that all of the time.  Jesus said that a thing is to be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses (Matthew 18: 16) and there are at least four other scriptures which say the same thing.  That means that He is more than willing to tell you the same thing in other ways or confirm His word to you through a sign.  So don’t waste your time trying to figure it all out.  Talk with God about it in a trusting way believing that He probably knows what He is doing and that He has your best interest in mind.  Once you have discerned that it is definitely Father God leading you, then just jump in.  You may not understand the wisdom of that move right now but you will see and understand it all at a later time.
1120. Thursday, July 7, 2011

Psalm 32: 6
Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to Thee in a time when Thou mayest be found; surely in a flood of great waters they shall not reach him.

We know by now that we are to pray at all times.  Prayer is a daily event.  Through consistent prayer, the Lord reveals himself and teaches us.  It is in this time that we learn how to walk with him.  Then when the storms of life hit, we are already engrossed in a conversation with him.  The time of crisis is no time to try to learn to work with the Lord.  Crisis management is done day by day.  In all of those times spent in your prayer closet or just talking with the Father you develop the confidence and the skills you need in order to face the challenges that inevitably come.  And when the emergency presents itself perhaps all you do is utter the name of Jesus and your deliverance is immediately at hand.  In the simple exclamation of his name is all the hours you have spent together.  It is the praise you have offered up to that name.

A wise soldier never waits until the time of war to begin his preparation.  Neither does an athlete await the beginning of the contest to start her training.  We, likewise, need to understand that we need to prepare ourselves.  Do not wait until you are in desperate need of God’s help to start developing that relationship and your own skills.  Talk with Father daily.  It does not have to be some sort of formal prayer, just start talking with him.  Find out what is on His heart and mind.  Let Him teach you.  Then when the pressure is on you, the things He has taught you will begin to pour out of you.  
No message Friday, July 8, 2011

1121. Monday, July 11, 2011

John 13: 34 – 35

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.

How is the world to recognize a Christian?  Or let us ask this question, “What is the mark of a good Christian?”  If you present that question to Christians you will find that as an answer you often get a laundry list of good works.  Maybe a few folks will include in their lists that good Christians are also those who give to charity.  But that is not Jesus’ answer.  That is the answer we have received through religion.  In other words, good works makes us good Baptists, good Methodists, good Catholics, etc.  Unfortunately, it does not make us good Christians.  Christians must be followers of Christ and Christ’s answer is that we should be known and recognized by our love for one another. In order for that love to be recognized it must, of course, be demonstrated.  

Love is the characteristic which distinguished Jesus from every other person.  His love and the love of the Father are supreme and the Father, Son and Holy Spirit established a level of love and self-sacrifice that is the very definition and image of love and Christianity.  Jesus told us that we are supposed to love one another as he loved us.  His kind of love is not jealous or self-seeking.  Consider this definition of love: “Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believe all things, hopes al things, endures all things (1 Corinthians 13: 4-7).”  Reflect on each of those attributes of love.  Each one is powerful and represents the tell tale traits that are supposed to mark us as Christians.  

You can give to the poor, work at the church and attend all of the fund raisers but if you do not have love it means nothing.  If people do not regard us as those who are full of love and who demonstrate that love to others, then we are nothing but a stench in the nostrils of the world and our Lord.  Until we operate in love we are not identifying ourselves as Christians.  This is the real test of spiritual maturity.  Here is one test you can use.  Whenever you are in a situation with others, stop and ask yourself, “Am I serving the needs and wants of myself or of the other person?”  Do not be surprised if you find yourself constantly protecting your interests and serving your desires.  That is the flesh.  It is in complete control in new Christians.  As we grow, however, we increasingly are able to check our self absorption at the door and will receive a more favorable answer to that question.  Secondly, if you find yourself defensive or fighting with that question, forget it.  That means that you are still serving yourself and defending it.  As you grow, that fight will melt away.  You will not feel the need to defend your thoughts and actions.  Hold your feet to the fire demanding a Christ like love walk of yourself.  At the same time, recognize that this is a growth process.  You will see progress.  Require that you see progress.  We are all growing.  Allow yourself growth space but do not allow yourself to stagnate.  Keep moving forward in your love walk.  It is the real measure of the Christian.

1122. Tuesday, July 12, 2011

1 Corinthians 2: 2
For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

As I grow up in the Lord it becomes increasingly clear to me that the question, the issue, the answers are not about me.  It is all about the Lord and nothing else.  This is not new to me.  I have learned this lesson at many levels over the years but as I continue to grow I also continue to find areas in which I have allowed myself to remain the center of my world.

It is hard for a person with a strong ego to die to self but it is imperative.  Our paths to heaven (or hell) may well be paved with good intentions but there is only one key to the gate and that is Jesus Christ himself.  We must, therefore, learn to take “I” out of the equation and become Christ centered.  

I find this self centeredness to be an insidious trap.  I have often fallen into it before I realize there was any danger.  And sometimes I fail in the most apparently unassuming ways.  I may think that I am being spiritual and holy only to find later that all of the questions and all of the reasonings were about me.  Perhaps I have spent time seeking God about what I should be doing with my life only to find that every question is about me, never really focusing on my Father or his kids.  Or perhaps I ask him about the tasks that I am performing but all the time it is a litany of “I, I, I.”  Then I awaken and realize that the pronoun “I” is the most used word in my vocabulary.  The gentle voice speaks to me then saying, “It is not all about you Ivey.  It is about my Son and him crucified, resurrected and sitting at the right hand of glory.”  I feel very small and embarrassed in these moments but the Father of grace is just that and He extends His loving grace to me and embraces me in gentleness.

He is teaching me not to focus on my giving but upon he to whom my gift is directed.  When I succeed in refocusing my sight and attention, I find I cannot give enough to the Lord who gave all for me.  When I refocus my attention on him the question changes from, “Lord, what is it that I should do for the kingdom” to Lord, what may I do for you today.”  While the first question may sound spiritual and holy, it really can be completely self centered instead of Christ centered.  As long at we are the ruler, the measuring stick, as long as our actions are our measure, then we are still self oriented.  It is only when our eyes are finally off of ourselves that we begin to enter spiritual maturity.  

It is not about me.  It is not about you.  It is all about Jesus.  Spiritual maturity requires us to daily crucify this ego making it obedient to the Lord.  The self, the ego, must be managed and made to obey.  It must be made to serve the Lord.  We cannot serve ourselves and Jesus.  There can only be one Lord.  Sooner or later we must decide that we will die to self and live to Jesus.  For those with large personalities or type “A” personalities this is a difficult task but we are the people who most need to confront this issue.  There is no excuse for our allowing ourselves to be central in our lives.  I cannot emphasize strongly enough how important this is.  We will never be able to serve our Lord in a meaningful way until we die to self.  

1123. Wednesday, July 13, 2011

Romans 14: 1 – 4
Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.  One man has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only.  Let not him who eats regard with contempt him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats, for God has accepted him.  Who are you to judge the servant of another?  To his own master he stands or falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

This scripture is not about eating or not eating.  It is about judging one another.  Judgment is a significant problem in the body of Christ and it is something we need to be reminded about constantly.  It is so easy to judge others as less spiritual than ourselves or to judge their actions as ungodly.  What is so funny in this passage is that both the one who eats and the one who does not eat each judges the other.  Each think they have the “right” answer.  Paul brings out several good points about judging others in this passage.

First of all, other people’s actions are none of our business.  Paul says we have no business judging the servant of another.  God is the master so He is the only one who has the right to judge His servant.  Secondly, Paul shows us that what is “right” for you may not be what He has ordained for another.  When we judge people we do not have the righteous measure because we do not know what God has ordained for that other person.  We, therefore, cannot judge in righteousness.  So, we lack the ability to judge correctly in addition to lacking the right to judge.  Additionally, God is able to uphold the person whom you may wish to judge.  In other words, you might judge a person, condemning him in your judgment but the righteous right hand of the Lord is well able to support and uphold that person such that He is able to stand in the face of anyone’s judgment.  The righteousness and the love of the Lord is a strong fortress able to withstand your judgment or mine.  In the end, we only set ourselves against God when we judge those whom He is upholding.  That is not a very good position in which to place ourselves.

Lastly, “God has accepted him.”  Those words should chill any inclination we have to judge others.  There is no vacillation in those words.  There is no wiggle room.  It is a definitive, declarative statement and I have to believe that Paul meant to make a strong statement.  The question becomes then, “Do you want to set yourself in opposition to that which God has accepted?”

God has not made any of us the “Secretary of What is Right.”  He has not appointed us to be judge.  Every one of us has made the mistake of judging others but we must redouble our efforts to not be judgmental and critical.  God is not pleased with our judgments of His handiwork.  Judgment and a critical nature are not simpatico with the love walk.  Love and judgment are like oil and water and they have no part with one another.  Whenever you opine over the actions of another you should stop and ask yourself if you are abiding in love or judgment.  

1124. Thursday, July 14, 2011

Ecclesiastes 11: 1-2
1 Cast your bread on the surface of the waters, for you will find it after many days.  2 Divide your portion to seven, or even to eight, for you do not know what misfortune may occur on the earth.

The first verse of this passage is simply about sowing and reaping although couched in slightly different terms.  The point God is trying to get across to us in the first verse is that you should sow bread into the lives of others.  He intends that you not horde your money but rather invest it into the kingdom.  This is the basis of God’s economy.  He can bless many people with the same dollar bill but only if we keep the money moving.  God then multiplies all of our giving so that there is always enough to meet our needs as well as some left over to give to others.  We cast our bread by giving to ministries which feed others and then after a bit of time has passed we receive our return.  In understanding God’s financial system we realize that our return is greater than our investment.  As a matter of fact, the Wycliffe translation contains this language, “Send thy bread upon the water, and after a time, thou shalt receive it back, and more along with it.”  And that is as it should be.  

God wants you to expect a return.  These two scriptures are about investing.  Many Christians have a religious concept of giving to the church but they lack the pragmatic understanding of God’s economy to go along with their spiritual ideals.  God is talking about economic principles here.  He is not teaching you to be holy in this passage.  Instead He is teaching money management.  He knows how the economic system that He created works and is, therefore, teaching us how to operate in it.  We fund God’s economy through our giving.  If we do not give then we create a bottleneck and choke off God’s money flow.  Likewise, you are supposed to receive a return on your investment.  It is through that increase that you fund other projects such as sending missionaries and evangelists throughout the world.  We sometimes think that we are going to offend God by expecting a 30, 60 or one hundred fold return.  We need to remember, though, that the increase was His idea (Mark 4: 8).  

The second verse is more basic financial advice straight from God.  He tells us to diversify our investment portfolio.  He even tells us why we should be diversified and that is because we never know what calamity may occur in the earth.  So God tells us to spread out our investment so that if one area collapses we will have plenty of seed producing a harvest in other areas.  This advice is good financial advice for everyone and in every financial endeavor.  From a spiritual point of view one has to surmise that God means for our giving to be diverse as well since our giving is ultimately the source of our harvest.  This leads us to the concept that our seed sown into the kingdom must be above and beyond the tithe.  I know you don’t want to hear that but just know this is an area that we can grow in.  If you are not tithing yet, of course, begin there.  The tithe is ten percent of your gross income and it is to go to the church or ministry where you are being fed.  It is to feed those who are feeding you.  Generally that will be your home church.  But then, if we are supposed to give to seven or eight ministries, as God seems to be saying, we will necessarily support other ministries as well.  My best advice is that you should set a goal to support every ministry that is feeding you.  In other words, support the works that are supporting you.  Additionally there are plenty of food kitchens, food pantries and other good works that need our help.  There are worldly ministries that are doing good works too and reaching people.  You probably want to make sure that you are giving into the kingdom of God first though.

Lastly, God is not teaching us these fiscal principles in order to get our money.  We must get that through our heads.  He is not trying to get something from us; He is trying to get something to us.  He is teaching us how His economy works so that we can operate it.  As more and more Christians understand and begin to operate within God’s economy there will be an increasing amount of resources available to Christians for every good work.  That, after all, was God’s plan.  
1125. Friday, July 15, 2011

Romans 15: 4
For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.

It is so important for us to remember that the Bible is not a dusty old book of ancient experience and wisdom.  It is a living document given to us for this age.  The wisdom of God given in times past is just as relevant today as it was to those of the past.  Our ancestor’s experiences give us insight into our own lives and experiences.

Paul reminds us that all of those ancient experiences and the wisdom gained were recorded for our benefit.  The scriptures instruct us.  That is why we must study them.  They were written in order to help us but for us to obtain the assistance of the scriptures we must delve into them.  Paul also tells us that through perseverance the scriptures encourage us and give us hope.  Everyone needs encouragement.  It is nice to know that it can be found in the pages of the Bible.
1126. Monday, July 18, 2011

Isaiah 30: 18
Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you.  For the Lord is a God of justice; how blessed are all those who long for Him.

Your God is a just and righteous Lord.  He is a loving and benevolent father.  He longs to show you His compassion and shower you with His affection.  What limits Him?  It is the walls we erect between Him and ourselves that limit His graciousness to us.  It is the space we build in to the relationship with Him.  As we draw closer to Him, He is more able to communicate Himself to us in all that He is.  

The words of this passage were written thousands of years ago in order to encourage the people and to motivate them to turn their faces to God.  When you know in your spirit that your father loves you and longs to show you His compassion then you may find it easier to open your heart to Him.  You see from this passage that God was waiting on high to show his love and compassion.  Upon what or whom was He waiting?  He is God, why does He await anyone?  God gave humankind free will and He honors our rights absolutely.  Then as now, the people wandered from His grace.  So God sent His prophet, Isaiah, to encourage them to turn their hearts fully to Him so that He could encourage them and lift them up.

Isaiah’s prophetic utterance is also for today, to remind you that you have a father who loves you immensely.  He is only a whisper away at any moment.  All those who seek Him and long for Him are blessed beyond measure.  I encourage you to call upon Him today.  Allow Him to help you in all that you do today and to be your companion.
1127. Tuesday, July 19, 2011

Isaiah 30: 15
For thus the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, has said, “In repentance and rest you shall be saved, in quietness and trust is your strength.

If you have not yet discovered the book of Isaiah I think you would be blessed to spend some time with it.  There is much encouragement in this book and also prophecy about Jesus.  Without a doubt it is a book that will much bless you.

Secondly, as you read the Bible generally and Isaiah specifically, wherever you see the name “Israel” in one of the promises of God, I want you to replace Israel with your name.  You have received the blessing of Israel through the sacrifice of Jesus.  So you now stand in Israel’s place through your adoption into the Kingdom of God.  

In this passage, Isaiah again teaches us how to enjoy the fruit of our standing with God.  Our success in all matters is in the quiet trust in our Lord and savior.  Salvation and rescue is not in the frantic prayer of the forlorn.  It is in the peaceful trust that our Lord is bigger than any problem that we encounter.  As we pray and meditate on the scriptures, our confidence in the Lord grows.  We see all the provision He has made for us and we begin to trust Him to greater and greater lengths.  From this we develop that quiet confidence that is so powerful.  Know that your God is with you to assist you in all matters of life.  

1128. Wednesday, July 20, 2011

1 Corinthians 2: 14
But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

Don’t be real surprised if you don’t understand all that God is saying to you.  Your natural man and your natural intelligence are without the ability to understand the things of God.  The things of God are spiritual in nature.  Our natural intelligence and the training and education we have received in the world have not prepared us to understand things of the Spirit.  The way you develop spiritual wisdom is by spending time in the Word and with the Holy Spirit of God.  The Holy Spirit teaches you and leads you.  Through your time with him and in following him you develop spiritual maturity and with spiritual maturity you gain spiritual discernment and understanding.

Likewise, when you attempt to tell others the spiritual truths you have learned you may find that they are not able to understand.  You may get a lot of blank stares.  The great revelations that you have gained are foolishness to a natural person.  And they will think you foolish.  That is where you get tested.  God doesn’t test you by putting sickness on you.  You find yourself tested when you stand on the Word and others treat you as a leper.  As you go deeper in the things of God it is just hard for some people to follow you.  Pray for them that they may be able to gain the deeper things of God too.  And pray that you will be able to stand in the face of criticism, ridicule and isolation.  Pray for us all to follow the Holy Spirit into the deeper things of God.  That is where all truth and joy are found.  
1129. Thursday, July 21, 2011

Psalm 105: 17 -21
He sent a man before them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave.  They afflicted his feet with fetters, he himself was laid in irons; until the time that his word came to pass, the word of the Lord tested him.  The king sent and released him, the ruler of peoples, and set him free.  He made him lord of his house, and ruler over all his possessions, to imprison his princes at will that he might teach his elders wisdom.

God knows what you need before you need it and he has already made provision for you.  The perfect example of this truth is the story of Joseph.  When Joseph was still a young person, God told him that he would be a leader among people.  God gave him visions and dreams of his future.  Joseph would be a rescuer of Israel.  

Joseph believed God.  There was another who listened and believed.  Satan understood the plan of God and immediately began to try to disrupt it.  No one can thwart God though.  God has power to bring his plans to fruition.  Satan sowed jealousy among Joseph’s brothers which resulted in Joseph being sold to slave traders.  You know the rest of the story, how the favor of God caused Joseph to be promoted although a slave, and how Satan again attempted to destroy Joseph so that he unjustifiably ended up in prison.  In the end, though, Joseph was promoted by pharaoh to be second in command just below himself in all of Egypt.  Joseph progressed from a young slave boy in prison to having the power to imprison even the princes of Egypt.  He had enormous power and glory even though he was a foreigner in Egypt.  There were so many strikes against Joseph that it was impossible for him to rise to any kind of position in the kingdom.  And yet, God excels in the impossible.

As a ruler, Joseph was wise among all men in Egypt and prepared well for the famine which God showed him was coming.  When Israel was starving because of the famine, God had already laid up provision for them in Egypt.  Israel did not deserve God’s blessing.  Clearly the tribes of Israel were not listening to the leading of the Lord.  God had to lay up provision for them in Egypt because they were not listening to Him.  None the less, no matter how much Satan tried to destroy the plan and the servant of God, there was nothing that could frustrate the plan of God.  

This story was written down for you.  It was written so that it might encourage and instruct you.  There is so much for you to glean when you put yourself in the place of Joseph and realize that no matter what Satan tries, God will prevail and His promises to you will come to pass.  Stand firm therefore.

Today, however, I want you to see yourself in the place of Israel.  God already knows there is going to be a famine in the land and He is making preparations for your well being even in the midst of the present calamity.

The Word of God will test you and this is the test.  Will you believe the Word of God or will you believe the evidence of your eyes?  Are you going to believe in the dream or are the prison walls more real to you?  Will you stand on His promise to you or will you believe the media?  As for me, I am going to stand on the Word.  If God does not have power to bring His word to pass then I will fall.  But if He does have power to bring His word to pass, then all who stand on His word will be standing on hallowed and firm ground.  As for you, dare to believe God and hold Him to his word.  If He has promised to meet your needs, then require that He do just that.  Don’t worry about the famine in the land.  He knew it was coming and prepared beforehand.  He has provided for you Israel.  Don’t let the devil fool you into believing otherwise?
1130. Friday, July 22, 2011

Exodus 3: 13 - 14
Then Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I shall say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?’  What shall I say to them?”

And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
I wish to introduce you to the name of God because I want you to be on a first name basis with Him.  His name has been lost over the centuries.  Some of you know it but there are many people who have never heard God’s name.  This is because in times past it was dangerous for people to use because the use of it identified them as persona non grata.  But much was lost when we lost “The Name.”

First I want to tell you that there are a number of Bible teachers who teach thoroughly on this subject.  I owe much of my information to Dan Stratton, who is a minister from New York whose website is www.faithexchange.org.  

In today’s passage, Moses wanted to know whom he was representing.  Moses knew that “God” was not God’s name.  Otherwise He would not have asked the question.  It is His title, His position.  Moses understood that He was talking to the God and creator of all and that God was sending him to the nation of Israel to lead them out of captivity.  He asked God, “Who shall I say sent me?”  God responds with “IAM.”  When you look at the notes for this expression you find “The Name.”  This is how the notes of the New American Standard Bible read: “Related to the name of God, YHWH, rendered Lord, which is derived from the verb HAYAH, to be.”  You will also see God’s name spelled Yahweh which is simply the inclusion of the vowels.  His name means being or to be.  It is beyond a label.  It is the expression of existence.  As you see from the note, His name is derived from a verb.  His name is active and alive.  It is not a stagnant title or label.  It is the alive and breathing existence of all that is.  It is not just a word that is attached to Him so that we have something by which to call Him.  It is His name which has power in it.  It is the very essence of being, of the verb to be.  So, imagine how powerful it is to pray in the name of the very essence of all existence.

God wants you to know Him.  He wants you to know Him beyond His title as Lord, God of the Universe, Creator, etc.  He wishes for you to know Him in His being.  He wants you to call Him by His name rather than always referring to Him by His title.  How foreign and coldly distant to only speak to Him by His title.  At least we sometimes call Him Father.  That is an improvement but you really should come to know Him as He describes Himself: Yahweh – I Am.  When you go to Him in prayer, you can call Him Yahweh.  And far from being offended, He will  be delighted for you to begin to come into His presence with increased intimacy.

1131. Monday, July 25, 2011

John 18: 3 – 6
Judas then, having received the Roman cohort, and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, came there with lanterns and torches and weapons.  Jesus therefore, knowing all the things that were coming upon Him, went forth, and said to them, “Whom do you seek?”  They answered Him, “Jesus the Nazarene.”  He said to them, “I am He.”  And Judas also who was betraying Him, was standing with them.  When therefore He said to them, “I am He,” they drew back, and fell to the ground.
Notice that the word “He” is italicized.  That means that it was added by the translators.  The translators did not think Jesus’ statement made sense without the inclusion of the pronoun “he.”  They were not taking into consideration that which you now know about the name of God, Yahweh which means “I am.”

When the soldiers approached Jesus and he asked for whom they were searching they responded with the earthly name and citizenship that Jesus gained when he was born in the flesh.  But Jesus responded with his heavenly identification, the name that he has had since the beginning of time, Yahweh, I AM.  They were looking for a man named Jesus but they encountered God himself in the personage of the Son of God who was given the name above all names.  

No wonder they fell down.  That name has power and it was more than they could bear.  This was not the only time Jesus used the name.  The book of John has recorded seven times when Jesus identified himself as such (13: 19, 18: 5, 8: 24, 28, 58, 4: 26, 9: 37).  You can understand why the Pharisees and the Priests had such heart-burn over this man.  He was not the first one to come along calling himself the messiah nor was he the last.  But Jesus said, “I AM” by which he declared himself THE Son of God and as God himself.  That must have driven the priests right out of their minds.  

It is this name to which every knee must bow.  It is this name that Jesus has given you power of attorney over allowing you to use it in every circumstance.  It is this name that he has given you authority to pray in.  Don’t loose this name.  It has power to bring about every word and every promise ever uttered by God.  Praise the name of Yahweh!
1132. Tuesday, July 26, 2011

Proverb 6: 16 - 19
There are six things which the Lord hates, yes, seven which are an abomination to Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to evil, a false witness who utters lies, and one who spreads strife among brothers.

This is very fundamental material but I have learned that it is wise to constantly go back to the fundamentals in any endeavor.  In our journey from spiritual babies to mature Christians, the first thing we must do is to remove from our behaviors those things which are not compatible with a Christian lifestyle.  After that, we then begin to add the positive characteristics that God has predestined for us.  So, in this case, this verse speaks to that first category of behavioral traits, those which we must eliminate.  Until we do so, we really can never go on to the deeper things of God.  We will always just be babies playing with adult ideas.

The literal translation of verse 16 says that these things are an abomination to God’s soul.  It seems the writer is using very strong language in order to make an emphatic point.  These behaviors are not acceptable in the Kingdom of God and most certainly not in God’s presence.  Of this I can assure you, these behaviors are sure to chase the Holy Spirit from your presence.  God cannot abide these kinds of acts.

Let us have a look at the items on this list.  Hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans and feet that run rapidly to evil are all pretty obvious.  Few of us are guilty of these things.  What about haughty eyes?  That is arrogance.  The New American Heritage Dictionary defines haughty as: Proud and vain to the point of arrogance; scornful and self-satisfied.  Now we are in the neighborhood where many of us have visited at times and some of us have taken up residence.  We need to understand, though, that this attitude is an abomination to God.  That is strong language but the writer uses it to emphasize to us just how distasteful this kind of attitude is to Him.  We cannot live in God’s presence when we are haughty and prideful.  He means for us to have Him first in our hearts and His kids second.  We should be the last people on our minds.

Then there is the admonition against the person who spreads strife among the brothers.  Most of us have been guilty of this at one time or another.  But remember that to God, this is an abomination.  He hates it.  Any time you speak against someone else, you are guilty of an abomination before God.  When you judge another God suffers.  Don’t you remember that old saying, “If you have nothing nice to say, say nothing at all.”  It does not matter if what you are saying is true.  You are still spreading negative against one of God’s children and God loathes that.

Lastly, God hates a lying tongue and a false witness who utters lies.  I find it curious indeed that the author felt the need to include lying twice.  What do you think he is trying to convey to us?  Is it alright to lie sometimes?  Are white lies okay?  This is still a large problem in the body of Christ.  People want to follow God but they don’t want to give up their earthly ways.  I know that sometimes it is inconvenient or embarrassing to tell the truth but God did not make any exceptions for lying.  Really I think that a lot of people lie out of cowardice.  They are afraid to face the truth.  They are living in a way that causes them to need to camouflage their acts. 

Among this list this is the only one that is also on the list that God gave to Moses on the mountain (i.e. The Ten Commandments), though if one were to shed innocent blood to the point of death then that is on God’s top ten list too.  But murder didn’t make this list twice so what shall we say.  There should be no reason for us to lie or to deceive one another.  If there is, then we might need to look at our life and ask ourselves why.  

Do you want to grow up in the things of God?  Do you want to leave kindergarten and move on to more substantial topics with God?  Then you must become master over the items in this list.  As long as we are still failing in these areas, we are never going to get to move on with God.  There is so much God wants to teach us and do with us but we must do first things first.
1133. Wednesday, July 27, 2011

James 3: 17
But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.

James 1: 5 tells us that if we lack wisdom we should ask of the Father and He will provide generously the wisdom we seek.  That is very good news and coupled with this verse they form a reassuring duo.

The wisdom from God always is filled with all that is good.  His wisdom always pours goodness into your life.  Knowing this helps us to discern God’s voice from the other voices that sometimes crowd our minds.  Often people have said to me, “How can I know that this which I hear is from God?”  Well, this verse forms the answer.  You take what you are hearing and run it against this list.  If what you hear does not bear the attributes above, then discard it.  God will always give you guidance which is edifying to you and to others.  He will not give you advice which is contrary to his word because His wisdom is His word.  So it is going to be full of truth, mercy and good fruit (see Galatians 5: 22 for the fruit of the Spirit).  It will not be unmerciful to others because He is a merciful God.

Occasionally when you are faced with a decision you may find yourself of two minds.  This is very common but it is not God.  God leads you to a place where in you are not double-minded.  His advice causes one to be focused and of one mind.  It is unwavering and steady.  Confusion is not of God so as long as you are fighting confusion keep praying.  God’s wisdom brings peace and quiet assurance.  Confusion is torment and God’s leading has no torment in it.  When you are faced with that kind of confusion and turmoil it is just the devil trying to muddy the waters so that you will not receive the blessing that God has for you.  Just settle in and keep praying until you have that calm assurance that you are hearing from God.  God’s advice will settle your mind and spirit because it is full of His peace and gentleness.

Any time you are faced with a decision you can use this verse as a test.  Pray and ask God for His wisdom and guidance.  Then weigh what you hear against this verse.  You will find your decision making becomes easier and more assured.
1134. Thursday, July 28, 2011

John 14: 23 – 24
Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him.  He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.”
This is the real test of whether or not we actually love God.  Do we keep His Word?  Is there any adherence to the Word in our lives?  Often I have heard people speculate about whether some other person is “really” a Christian or not.  Or perhaps one thinks that someone else does not act like a Christian.  An obvious example of this is found in last week’s news and tragedy in Norway.  How does one who calls himself a Christian cause such havoc and heartache?

The first thing that must be said is that it is not our place to judge another’s Christianity.  Remember that Paul said in Romans 14: 4, “Who are you to judge the servant of another?”  And yet there are times when we must judge a person’s actions, not for judgments’ sake but rather in determining if this is someone we should be in association with or someone we should follow.  This is to say that you still do not judge the person but you must sometime judge their actions because God tells us not to associate with evil doers.  

So this is the situation we find ourselves in: a person confesses to be a Christian and yet their actions do not comport with the Word.  God tells us that we will be known by our fruit (Matthew 7: 16).  We can call ourselves Christians but the truth is in the fruit.  “The fruit of the Spirit [of God] is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5: 22).  God knows if we love Him or not by whether or not we keep His word.  We can say all day long that we love God, be an elder in the church and serve on the most powerful church committees but does that make us Christian?  If we do not keep Jesus’ words, then he says that is sufficient evidence to conclude that we do not love him.  But if we do love him we will keep his word and he and the Father will come and make their home with us.  That is our desire, is it not?  Then the way to enjoy that benefit is to abide in and by the Word of God.  So, ultimately this verse is about self-judgment.  Do you think you are a Christian?  Do you love God?  Well, the test is right here.  Did you pass?  If you did not give yourself as high a mark as you would like, do not worry.  All the power is in your hands, well, that is if a Bible is in your hands.  You have the Word and it is your key to a closer and more abiding relationship with the Father, His precious Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Every day is January 1st and you get a “do over”.  You can start fresh today.  You are the most important thing in this or any other world to the Lord, our God.  Don’t ever give up on yourself.  Just make tomorrow a new day in the Lord.
1135. Friday, July 29, 2011

2 Timothy 3: 1
But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.

In Paul’s second letter to Timothy, he warns Timothy that tough times are ahead and goes on to describe exactly how this will be manifested.  Observe how the next verses are written in the Message translation.  “As the end approaches, people are going to be self-absorbed, money-hungry, self-promoting, stuck-up, profane, contemptuous of parents, crude, coarse, dog-eat-dog, unbending, slanderers, impulsively wild, savage, cynical, treacherous, ruthless, bloated windbags, addicted to lust, and allergic to God. They'll make a show of religion, but behind the scenes they're animals. Stay clear of these people (v. 2-5).”  Sound familiar?  We are absolutely living in the days of which Paul warned Timothy.  Some days it seems that the world will implode under the weight of sin that has possessed this world and not only the world but our nation and neighborhoods as well.  Last Christmas I heard of people in the United States who, when interviewed, professed that they did not know of, had never heard of Jesus.  How can anyone grow up in this nation having never heard of Jesus?  The loss we have suffered in just one generation is overwhelming.  But what shall we say of these things?  

Well, I can tell you what Jesus said.  In John 16: 33 Jesus said, “In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”  Jesus and Paul both thought it wise to warn the faithful about the difficulties ahead.  But, having warned their followers they each go on to encourage and inspire.  Jesus told us not to worry because he has already defeated the world.  Therefore, through him and his victory, we have overcome the world.  If you read the remainder of the third chapter of Timothy you will find that Paul told Timothy that the sin of the world will be exposed and it will be overcome.  He commended Timothy for having followed him in the way pointing out that through all of his trials and tribulations the Lord had delivered him.  Then he instructs Timothy that the way to overcome the trouble of the world is to continue in the things that He has been taught, i.e. to continue in the word.   We understand that there is trouble now and more ahead but Father God has provided for us even in the midst of unrestrained debauchery.  The blood of Jesus has provided our victory.  Do not fear!  Do not let fear or dread grip your heart for although these are evil times in which we live, our Lord has already defeated and overcome it all.  You are the heir of the Prince of Peace, the mighty warrior whose victory is supreme and shall endure for all time.  You are covered in his blanket of grace.  So, anytime the world is too much with you, remember Jesus.  Recall his victory on Calvary and don’t allow the world to bring you down.

Lastly, I do not wish for you to be caught unaware anymore than Jesus or Paul did.  Therefore, you should take note that Paul warns Timothy that these decrepit people of whom Paul spoke are found in the church.  They “make a show of religion.”  They will make a good show and they will lead people astray.  They will be some of the most “religious” looking and talking.  The church is already filled with such people.  But you need not worry.  God has provided everything for you so that you will not be caught in their traps.  You have the word and the word is protection and grace and mercy.  You are being trained in the things of God so that your protection will be complete.  Your eyes are open and you will recognize these people just as Paul did.  It is and always was about the fruit.  You shall know people by their fruit (Matthew 7: 20).  People can sound all religious but if they do not have love it is only noise.  If they are not kind and gentle then they are religious phonies.  If you will allow the fruit of the Spirit (found in Galatians 5: 22) to guide you, you will be able to discern a religious phony.  Paul tells us to stay away from these people.  He understood that we would be able to distinguish them from true believers even though they talk a good game.  You do not have to look for perfect people; just let the Spirit of God and the word guide you.  You have discernment.  The Message Bible says in verse one, “Don’t be naïve.”  Having been warned, you are prepared.  Have no fear!  But be encouraged that Jesus has already provided for your protection and victory.  He has overcome, defeated and beaten the devil and all of his little helpers for you.  Don’t worry about fighting every demon in hell.  Jesus already did it for you and he won big.  His victory is complete and he has put on your chest the medal of victory and the campaign ribbon.  As far as the devil and his army can tell it was you who walked on them.  You just make sure that you continue in your victory every day.  Don’t let the devil or any person talk you out of it.

I know this message today is long but I want you to know that Jesus foresaw these difficult times and provided for your triumph in them.  Jesus knows that some days you feel a bit overwhelmed.  That is why he is sending you encouragement.  He has heard your cries and is answering you.  He is right beside you and will never leave you.  Amen.
1136. Monday, August 1, 2011

2 Timothy 3: 16 - 17
All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

Among God’s great gifts to us is His Word.  His word is our anchor and underpinning.  It forms our rock steady foundation and gives our lives structure and meaning.  Through out the ages, including this age, God has given people inspiration to pen life giving words that lead us in paths of grace and mercy.  The Scriptures lead us and direct us in the paths of liberty and righteousness.  Without God’s Word to guide us, we become rudderless and undisciplined.  It is only in His wisdom from above that we have life.  

We all need the wisdom from above.  Without the Word of God we are left only with the opinions of man.  Human, worldly wisdom is flawed and inadequate.  There is no one, no not even one, who is as wise as God.  We do not have the ability to see into the future and to know the best choices.  The world we live in should be sufficient evidence of that.  But many people worship in a religion that has only human wisdom as its source.  These people celebrate their own intelligence when in fact it is infinitesimal in comparison with the knowledge and wisdom of God.  Human knowledge is not inspired whereas the Scriptures are inspired by God Himself.  

The great wisdom of the universe has bothered to write down His best advice and yet many people do not avail themselves of this great resource.  The Bible is the Encyclopedia of God.  Everything you need to know and understand has been sandwiched between its covers.  Moreover, the Word is our weapon.  It is the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6: 17).  It is, therefore, the weapon of your warfare; God’s sword placed into your hands.

Two things are needful.  Get into a church that teaches the Word.  Otherwise you are only going to hear human reasoning which will not give you strength and help in the time of need.  Use the many media tools that are available in order to hear Bible teachers deliver the inspired word.  Secondly, get for yourself a good readable version of the Bible.  The King James translation is beautiful and poetic but you will find yourself blessed to compliment it with a more easily read and understood version.  And read it everyday.  Give your Spirit, which was given to you by God, what it needs.  The food of the Spirit is the Word of God.  Feed your Spirit daily so that it will be strong and nourished in the hour of need.
1137. Monday, August 8, 2011

Philippians 1: 19

For I know that this shall turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

Paul, in writing to the Philippians, makes his declaration of faith in God through Jesus and the Holy Spirit very clear.  Regardless of the circumstance or problems, Paul knew to trust the Lord and he, Paul, was exceedingly confident that God would rescue him out of any and all tribulations.  How could Paul makes such a boldly confident statement?  He had experience.  He learned, as we all must, to trust God with life situations.  God demonstrated time after time that He was worthy of that trust.  Without exception, God rescued Paul out of the most dire situations.  So although Paul’s trust in God was tested many times, God always met the need.

We can utilize Paul’s experiences to our benefit.  Rather than having to build trust by experiencing a multitude of situations, we can learn from Paul’s life.  As we read the New Testament we witness the attempts of the devil to silence Paul.  No matter what the devil threw at Paul, God always provided an escape route.  Though stoned, shipwrecked, snake bitten and more, Paul’s witness always stood because of the faith he demonstrated in our Father’s ability to save him.  That power is available to us as well.

God loves you every bit as much as he loves Paul.  God does not play favorites.  What he did for anyone he is willing to do for you.  You are his beloved after all.   What is confronting your life today?  Is there a financial situation perplexing or persecuting you?  Do you have family that needs God’s touch?  No matter what your need our God has already provided for that need to be met.  You only have to believe and to connect with your father in order to experience His provision.  You must believe He has met your need before you can receive that which you need.  How can you possibly receive something that you don’t think exists?  When you know, as Paul did, that everything shall turn out for your deliverance, then you will find that everything will, in fact, turn out for you deliverance.  Let us put on the confidence of Paul in every circumstance and behold the deliverance provided for us by our Lord.
1138. Tuesday, August 9, 2011

John 8: 32
And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

Jesus had a way of saying a lot without using many words.  In this passage He gives a very important life lesson but you must meditate on it and expand it to appreciate the depth and richness of it.

In John 14, verse 6 Jesus tells us that he is the truth.  So then today’s verse means also, “You shall know Jesus and Jesus shall make you free.”  We read in the first chapter of John, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God (v. 1).  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (v. 14).”  So, Jesus is the Word and Jesus is the truth.  Therefore, the Word is the truth.  That is exactly what Jesus tells us in John 17: 17.  Jesus, in a prayer to the Father, says “Your word is truth.”

When we put these verses together we see that Jesus is leading us to a deep understanding of liberty through the Word of God which we now call the gospel of Jesus, the Christ.  You shall know the truth and the truth provides liberty from anything and everything that seeks to extend control or domination over you.  The Word of God is Jesus and Jesus is truth and knowing the truth sets you free.  Therefore, the Word of God is your passport to freedom.  As you study and know the Word, then the constraints which limit you increasingly lose their power.  Of course you must put into action the truth which you learn from the Word.  You cannot just put your Bible under your pillow at night and wake up free from that which has hindered you.  I wish we could.  But the more you read the Bible, the more its truths enlighten your life.  Knowledge of the Word breaks the shackles.  And when you know the truth, then lies absolutely cease to exert power over your life.  Many times we believe lies and that belief cripples us.  But, if we will begin to know the Word and believe the Word, then this belief in truth shall set us free.  When we do not know the truth then we are susceptible to the lie and the lie will always steal life from us.

I pray that this daily email from the Word of God radiates a bit of truth into your life every day and that through God’s revelation power you experience ever-increasing levels of freedom.  In His name, Amen.
1139. Wednesday, August 10, 2011

Psalm 107: 20
He sent His word and healed them.

This is an important scripture for me and I trust it is for us all.  We understand that Jesus is the Word (see yesterday’s WOTD and John 1: 1, 14).  So, since we understand that Jesus is the Word then we understand the import of this scripture.  God sent Jesus and healed us.  1 Peter

 2: 24 tells us that we have already been healed through the scourging of Jesus.  It reads “By His wounds you were healed.”  We are not going to be healed.  We already have been.  God already sent His Word and healed us.  We, then, are not looking for healing because it has already been provided.  We are just looking to manifest that which God has already supplied.

Healing is not that different from salvation in this respect.  God has already provided for every person’s salvation.  There is nothing else He need do or even can do to provide saving grace.  It is done.  It is complete.  None the less, there are very many people who are not saved.  God has given salvation to all people but not all people have chosen salvation.  As Christians we understand this so clearly.

We are not as savvy when it comes to healing though.  And yet you can see that it is the exact same set of circumstances.  Jesus was sent into the world as the means of salvation.  He was also sent as the means to healing.  Yet many of us who have accepted the free gift of salvation have difficulty appropriating healing.  If you are saved, then it seems to me that you must, as a function of logic, also believe in healing since both were provided by the exact same mechanism.  Why, then, are we adept at receiving salvation and God’s continuing grace and yet cannot seem to receive His healing?  I very much wish I had the answer to that question but I don’t.  What I do know is that God said He sent His Word and healed us and that by Jesus’ stripes we were healed.  God could not and would not lie to us.  Why would He?  Therefore, He must have meant for us to be healed.  My hope is that as we as a culture begin to accept this idea of healing, we will begin to manifest it.  Plant this seed in your heart and begin to meditate on it.  God is responsible for watering the sown seed.  Soon, perhaps, we will begin to manifest a culture of healing.
1140. Thursday, August 11, 2011

Proverb 12: 18
The tongue of the wise brings healing.

This is one of the keys to living in health and receiving healing.  We must speak wisely.  Words are like little power containers.  Whatever you pour into those containers is what is going to be poured out.  That makes sense doesn’t it?  It is the same as sowing seed.  Whatever seed you plant is what your garden is going to produce.  It is awfully hard to sow broccoli and harvest watermelon.  So, the words we pour into our lives are going to be manifested.  It is kind of goofy to expect that we can speak one way and manifest an opposite effect.  When you speak words of kindness and love to your spouse, family and friends you tend to reap kindness and love.  Start sowing hateful speech into you relationships and see what you reap.

The world used to understand this principle.  You would hear the expression, “What you say is what you are going to get.”  Somehow we have forgotten the simple yet powerful truth of that statement.  I have noticed that we have become a society of sickness practitioners.  By that I mean that we rehearse our sicknesses over and over.  If we spoke the Word of God like we speak sickness and disease I have no doubt that our health would fare much better.  It seems to me that after a person reaches 50 years old, they are expected to complain about their ill health and begin to manifest every sort of problem.  Well, I suppose if we speak ill health all of the time we are going to experience it.  We call people on the telephone and rather than saying, “What’s up” or “How is it going” like we did a few years ago we being to say, “How are you feeling?” or “How is your ___________________?” referring to another’s malady.  That invites complaining and woe is me.  How many people respond, “By Jesus’ stripes I am healed”?

I mean to suggest that we practice our healing at least as much as we practice our sickness.  I would like to change our health confession.  I wish for us to begin to use the language of God as it relates to health and healing.  While there may be sickness in your body, there is also healing.  Just watch what happens to your finger when you cut it.  The bleeding is the first step of healing.  The blood cleanses the wound just the same as Jesus’ blood cleansed us.  Coincidence?  Before you know it that cut has healed itself completely.  So the question is “Are you injured or healing?”  Can you be both?  Most importantly, which one are you going to focus your thoughts and language on?  I know we want to complain but it is in our best interest to confess what God says about healing rather than what the symptoms are screaming.  You are a cheerleader and you are going to get behind one combatant or the other.  Wouldn’t it be wise to add your enthusiasm to the power of healing instead of the degradation of disease?  

The tongue of the wise brings healing.  I suggest we use it to maximum advantage.
1141. Friday, August 12, 2011

Proverb 30: 12
There is a kind (of person) who is pure in his own eyes, yet is not washed from his filthiness.

There is not one of us who is pure except in the blood of Jesus.  We are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus but this righteousness is not won in our good works and our personal holiness.  Our righteousness stinks.  It is filthy rags covering a decaying body.  But, oh, the righteousness of Jesus; his blood has washed us clean.

I believe we should declare loudly who we are in Christ Jesus.  I think we should boldly proclaim the glory we wear in His victory.  We should not be shy about stating publicly who Christ is and who we are in Him.  But, there is no glory in us except that which the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have wrought in us.  So, what are we to say?  Are we to be bold and vocal or humble and meek?  

Humility of behavior is wise in the presence of the almighty and He is omnipresent so He always hears our boasts.  When we boast in Him we bring Glory to His name.  When we talk about the things that we are doing, we are attempting to bring glory to our name and that is offensive to the Spirit of God.  We need to learn to wear our humility with grace knowing that in ourselves we are nothing but in Him we are everything.  False humility is no more attractive than vain boasting.  It brings the Lord no glory when we claim to be worms in the dirt when God sacrificed His son so that we would not have to crawl around on our bellies.  Remember the scripture says “I can do all things” (Phil. 4: 13).  That is not wormy language.  However, you must read the rest of the verse to grasp its real significance.  The complete verse reads, “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”

You are a giant killer.  You are His chosen and His beloved but it is the love of the Father and the blood of the son that has made us worthy of the air we breathe.  So it is not your work at the church that is impressive.  It is not the hours you spend in prayer nor the fact that you have been made an elder in your congregation that are remarkable.  It is the blood of Jesus and His Spirit at work in you that are so attractive.  I remember telling someone once, “Jesus looks good on you.”  That statement came right out of my spirit without my thinking about it but since then I have come to appreciate the significance of it.  It was so clear to me that she was in full cooperation with the Holy Spirit; that He was able to work through her to the glory of God.

Jesus suffered and died to make you a king and a conqueror and I would never diminish that but when you throw that kingly robe around your shoulders, make sure it is the blood of Christ.
1142. Monday, August 15, 2011

2 Chronicles 11: 4
“Thus says the Lord, ‘You shall not go up or fight against your relatives.’”


The nation of Judah had split off from Israel.  The King of Judah gathered his troops and arrayed them against Israel.  God spoke, though, and stayed the king’s hand.  He told them not to fight against one another.  This is still a good lesson for today but in order for it to be instructive we must first comprehend who our relatives are.  Who is your brother?

Judah and Israel are to each other as all of our dominations are to each other.  In other words, our brothers and sisters are all of those people who are members of denominations different from ours, yet call Jesus their Lord.  We are all of the same Father.  While we may disagree on some matters, that does not change the fact that we are family.  What family do you know that does not have disagreements?  

God has a message to us today from this very old story in Chronicles.  It is a message of reconciliation.  No longer are we to criticize and deride our brothers from other divisions of The Church.  We are to love them and find a way to worship with them.  You do not have to agree with everything they believe but God has forbidden you from fighting them.  Let us get a revelation today of the love of God which has been cast abroad in our hearts through Jesus.
1143. Tuesday, August 16, 2011

Isaiah 46: 10
Declaring the end from the beginning.

Romans 4: 17 tells us that God calls into existence those things which do not exist.  This is the way the Father creates.  He uses words to form matter.  He combines His faith with His words, calling those things which were not into existence.  Hebrews 11: 1 tells us that faith is the substance of those things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  Faith is the substance of the things that you want and need.  Language is the mechanism for unleashing the creative power of God which transforms the substance into the materiality of this world.

The perfect example of this is in Genesis, Chapter 1, verse 3, “Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.”  God spoke the entire earth into existence.  Whatever God said, whatever He says comes to pass.  Language is a powerful tool.  That is what God is trying to teach us.  That is why there are so many scriptures on the mouth and the use of words.  God is trying to teach us to guard our mouths and to use our words creatively in order to fashion our world.

God wants us to behave like Him in all things.  We are His children and made in His image.  So, like Him we are to declare the end from the beginning.  Do you want good grades in school, a promotion on the job, better health?  Then you need to start calling what you want.  You’ve got to declare that in the name of Jesus you get good grades, have the vice-presidency and are healed.  You’ve got to open up your mouth and say something.  Whatever your goal, you need to begin to declare the end result now.  State the end result.  What would the result of your goal be?  Start proclaiming that now and don’t give up until it is manifested.
1144. Wednesday, August 17, 2011

2 Corinthians 1: 20
For as many as may be the promises of God, in Him they are yes; wherefore also by Him is our Amen to the glory of God through us.

Paul, in writing to the Corinthians, says that all of the promises of God have been answered “Yes” by Jesus.  Look at this verse in the New Living Translation: “For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Christ with a resounding “Yes!” And through Christ, our “Amen” (which means “Yes”) ascends to God for his glory.”  This version, perhaps, makes it a bit more clear.  

Jesus has validated every promise the Father has ever made.  They are for every Christian today no matter when the promise was made.  That is what Jesus did for us.  So, any promise you find, even though it was made in Old Testament times and made to Israel, is yours today because of Christ.  Think of it this way.  Imagine that the promise of God is like a prescription given to you by a Physician.  That promise is as valid as the day the Father made it but you needed to fulfill the requirements to get the prescribed answer.  Jesus came and filled that prescription for you.  He fulfilled all of the requirements.  So it is like he took the prescription (the promise) that the Father gave you to the pharmacy and filled it for you.  Isn’t that great?  I always detest standing in those lines, especially when you are sick as a dog.  But that is the beauty of Christ’s fulfillment.  Father God already anticipated your every need and Jesus already filled the prescription for you.  He stood in line and paid for it.  All you have to do is tell Jesus what your need is.  

Our “Amen” at the end of the request is agreement with God’s word and His promise.  It means let it be done.  Or you might say, “Let it be done, Father, as you have said and promised.”  When we let our request be known and then finish our request with “Let it be done according to your word,” we are showing our faith in His promise and agreement with His word.  Therefore, when you say “Amen” understanding what it means and you say it with confidence and conviction then it is to the glory of God.  We are expressing our confidence in our Lord to meet our needs in Christ Jesus.  God is glorified.  

To you God has made available all of His good promises.  He says, “Yes” to your prayers and requests.  He already made the promise before you discovered your need and Jesus already fulfilled it for you.  Now start to say with conviction, “Father, let it be done to me just as you have already promised.”  Amen.

1145. Thursday, August 18, 2011

John 8: 19
You know neither Me, nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also.

When Jesus spoke this statement he was talking to Jews, people who in the same conversation claimed to be the offspring of Abraham.  In verse 42 it is recorded that they said that their father was God.  Yet Jesus says that they do not know God.  How appalling!
This verse is not in the Bible so that we can judge and condemn Jews.  It is here so that we can reflect on our own relationship with God.  We call ourselves Christians and the children of God through Christ but how well do we know God?  Do we even know Him and His word as well as the people to whom Jesus was speaking in this passage?
Sometimes we go through the ritualistic steps necessary to be called Christians but we never go on to get to know Christ or his father.  Yet God has not called us to rituals but to relationship.  He has a deep longing to know you personally and to reveal Himself to you.  His pleasure is not in watching us attend church services or even in good works.  His pleasure is in our sharing our lives with Him the way we do with a spouse or best friend.  He loves to hear the things you are thinking and see the world through your eyes.

One time I was riding my bicycle on a beautiful forest path.  I was struck by how gorgeous the scenery was.  I started talking to God aloud telling Him how beautiful this place was as if He who created it had never seen it before.  I felt a little embarrassed about that as I realized I was talking not only to my Dad but to the creator of all. But He spoke up inside of me and said, “I have never seen it through your eyes before.”  He enjoyed my joy in the awesomeness of His creation.  Of course He had seen all of that landscape before but on that day He got to experience it and enjoy it the same as I.  He participated in my emotions and wonder.  It was a blessing to Him and an enlightening experience for me.  It showed me how close He likes to be to my everyday experiences.

Both Jesus and Yahweh want you to know them for themselves.  They want to share their thoughts with you as you share your life with them.  They want to be a part of your week rather than just your Sunday.  Don’t allow yourself to be one of those Holy people of the church who never knew God.  There is so much more God has for you.  It begins with getting to know Him.

1146. Friday, August 19, 2011

Matthew 7: 21 - 23
Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?”  And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.”

This verse continues the theme from yesterday.  I felt that I would be remiss if I did not continue with this additional statement of Jesus.  This is such a strong statement from our Lord and very discomforting I think.  In our natural minds and our worldly, legalistic way of thinking we would expect those who perform miracles, prophesy and cast out demons in Jesus’ name to undoubtedly have their tickets to heaven punched.  If not they, then whom?  How many of us are operating strongly in the spiritual gifts of God?  And yet these people’s apparent piety will gain them nothing in the eyes of God.

As is typical of Jesus, he tells us that the very people we think will get into heaven won’t, just as  those who we think unworthy will enter the kingdom of heaven.  What we are endeavoring to learn from these passages is the difference between earning our sergeant’s stripes through operation of the law and good works and entering the kingdom of heaven as sons and daughters through the grace afforded us by the Father through Jesus.

So who are these people that Jesus identifies in this passage of scripture.  They are church leaders, are they not?  How horrible that Jesus’ response to them is going to be, “I knew you not.”  Why is this?  The answer is in yesterdays verse.  Jesus’ response is “You know neither Me, nor My Father.”  

So what is Jesus trying to get across to us in these passages?  I think it is this; you can work your fingers to the bone doing good works, you can be the most devout member of the congregation attending every service, sitting on every committee, you can even perform miracles in Jesus’ name but in the end in Jesus’ eyes you will appear as nothing more than a pew warmer.  You will appear as a dead person wearing living clothing because your spirit is not alive to Him.

Jesus didn’t die so that you could prove yourself a capable and dedicated servant under the law.  He came, suffered, died and rose again solely for the purpose of reconciling you to the Father.  His sacrifice was so that we could live unto our Father rather than labor for a deific being.  We are to stop practicing religion, which is a manmade institution, and begin to love the Lord our God with all of our heart, all of our minds and all of our strength (Luke 10:27).  We are to worship Him in Spirit and truth (John 4: 23).  We can do neither of these things if we do not first come to know Him.  

If we could do this one thing, then we would really change our lives and the world.  We need to begin to talk to Yahweh as our Father and best friend not only as our God.  We need to seek personal intimacy with Him rather than intellectual knowledge.  It is not even His Word that you know and can quote that is important to Him.  It is that little bit of the Word that you exercise like when you forgive someone that does not deserve it and you do it not because the law requires it of you but rather because God is your delight and it pleases Him for you to do so.  

If I could but find the right words that would break the shackles of your heart so that you could fall desperately in love with our great and wonderful Father.  Oh that you would sense His longing for you.  Don’t tell me of all of your great works in the church.  It is as filthy rags.  And please don’t try to impress God with it.  He will simply say, “I never knew you.”  But fall in love with Him and do not mind yourself.  Take yourself off of your mind and out of your language.  It is all about Him and He has unbounded love for you.  Open your spirit to Him.  Allow Him unlimited access to the rooms of your heart.  Throw wide the prison doors that you have used to guard yourself.  He will break all the chains which have bound you and envelope you in a love so immense that you will never cease in your praise.  Hallelujah!
1147. Monday, August 22, 2011

Exodus 15: 26
I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the Lord, am your healer.

We are not in the same position as the Egyptians in anything, including health and healing.  Egypt stands for the world.  When you see references to Egypt or hear a minister refer to Egypt it is a pseudonym for “the world.”  And, according to Jesus, you are not of the world (John 15: 19).  

Therefore, you are not to perceive or think about disease and sickness the same way that the world does.  The world has only limited knowledge regarding the human body and wellness.  We are of the household of faith.  The head of our household has complete knowledge about the human body and its workings.  Our head of household is the Father and creator who made our physical form and therefore knows how to heal it.

When you accept the Lord as your healer, then you open yourself to complete revelation of the workings of the body.  Additionally, God becomes a co-participant in all of your health matters.  He is your physician and He knows many, many things that we have not yet discovered through medical science.

What, then, does this mean for us in a practical sense?  First, we should avail ourselves of all of the wisdom and tools that God has provided for the continuation and recovery of our physical health?  This includes medical doctors and medical science.  Physicians and medical researchers have not discovered anything that God did not already know.  Rather, it is He who revealed this great knowledge to mankind in the first place.  But we should not limit ourselves to only that which mankind has been able to learn thus far.  Father has so much more He would say to us and teach us individually and collectively.  Additionally, there is so much more that He has already said regarding health and healing that the medical profession has not yet embraced.  

You, therefore, are not and should not be limited to the knowledge of the world.  You are not Egypt nor under the power of those things which have cursed Egypt.  You have been set free from the captivity of the world, its ways and limitations by Jesus just the same as the Israelites were led out of captivity by Moses.  The Israelites were no longer afflicted by the curse of Egypt so why should you be?  We are of an even greater freedom than were they.  

You live under a new dispensation with better promises.  All that God promised to the Israelites has been fulfilled to you by Jesus and more blessing and promise has come to you through him than the Israelites were privy too.  Let us therefore, no longer live in the same bondage as the Egyptians.  Instead, let us partake of the freedom purchased for us at Calvary.  That saving grace has put all of the blessings of God and all of the wisdom of God into our hands.  We have more resources at our disposal than just those of the world.  We have God Almighty, the Creator as our physician, advisor and teacher.

Because God is our source and our constant help in every time of need, we should draw nearer to Him in all things and with all problems.  We rightfully should rely on His knowledge, wisdom and advice.  He has had much to say about health and healing.  It is to our advantage to discover what He has said and what His opinion is in all matter pertaining to our health and to our bodies.  Moreover, we should expect Him to address our individual questions as well as giving us global answers.  But, unless we seek out His wisdom regarding health we will be no better off than the world.  That seems a real pity.  You are a child of the most high and there is benefit and privilege which is yours because of that simple fact.  Why should we limit ourselves to the imperfect knowledge of the world when our Father has so much more to give us?  Well, we shouldn’t.  Let us turn to God in all things, including our health.
1148. Tuesday, August 23, 2011

Psalm 34: 1 - 3
I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.  My soul shall make its boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear it and rejoice. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together.

Let us make a joyful sound unto the Lord.  Let us join together and praise the Lord.  He is worthy of all praise and worship.  Who He is gives us enough reason to bless Him at all times.  When you also consider all that He has done for us there is an unlimited source of reasons for us to bless the Lord.

I truly believe that this is a missing component in our relationship with the Lord.  As a matter of fact, I believe the lack of praise in the mouth of Christians is the major reason “the church” operates in such limited power.  Praise is an enormously important element in our faith walk.  I think that most of us are failing in the level of thanksgiving, praise and worship we should be offering the Father.  Because we are falling short in this area, we are less powerful and less successful than we should be.  Praise lifts us up and empowers us.  Through praise we draw ourselves into the presence of God and in His presence we gain wisdom, strength and all that we need for the situations of life.  

There is probably not a one of us that does not need to improve in this area but the good news is that each day is a new day and we get to start over.  So, “magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together.”  Let’s all join our voices in one chorus declaring that upon which we all agree: God is great and worthy to be praised.  Lift your voice this day in thanksgiving and worship the Lord.

1149. Wednesday, August 24, 2011

Habakkuk 3: 17 – 18
Though the fig tree should not blossom, and there be no fruit on the vines, though the yield of the olive should fail, and the fields produce no food, though the flock should be cut off from the fold, and there be no cattle in the stalls, yet I will exult in the Lord.  I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.

This passage might cause one to stop and ponder why the prophet proclaims that He will worship God though he is not being flooded by blessings.   Indeed, instead of living in abundant blessing the picture painted here is one of lack and in which nothing seems to be flourishing.  Neither the crops nor the livestock are willing to give up their yield.  And yet the author rejoices in God.
Our praise and worship of the Father are not contingent upon the circumstances in our life.  He is worthy of continual praise for the gift of salvation alone.  He is worthy of praise because He is.  Praise is not tied to what God has done for us lately.  That would be more closely related to thanksgiving though I do not propose that thanksgiving is only for when things are going right.  God has done enough for us already that we should be able to give thanks for the rest of our lives.  None the less, when God manifests some blessing to you, even if it is only a good parking space, it is natural to want to thank Him.  That is only as it should be.  Praise, though, is not related to those instances of blessing.  Neither is rejoicing.

We rejoice in the Lord because of who He is and also because of whom we are in Him.  He has put us in fellowship and relationship with Himself when we had no means by which to associate with Him.  In this relationship with Him we have the honor of offering up praise.  We are now invited into the house where praise and rejoicing are lifted up continually.  It is our good fortune to be allowed the privilege of lifting our voices to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  So we rejoice in Him because, above all things, we are able.  Father, Son and Holy Spirit have created the path and the means by which we enjoy all things.  Chief among these things is the honor of getting to be among those who have the right to be in God’s midst so that we might sing to Him praises.

Habakkuk wants us to understand that rejoicing is God is not tied to the last good thing that God has done for us.  God does not have to earn our praise by continually raining good works and blessings into our lives.  We are to learn from this passage that rejoicing is for every day, not just for when the crop yields her bounty.  It is not limited to the day you receive your pay raise.  This day was made for rejoicing in the Lord, our Lord and our God who is worthy of all praise.

Ask Father to teach you to excel in worship, praise and rejoicing.  Let’s all become proficient at praising the King.

1150. Thursday, August 25, 2011

James 1: 2
Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials.

This passage from the New Testament makes a good accompaniment to the 17th and 18th verses of Habakkuk.  Like Habakkuk, James points out to us that joy is not found in everything going just right for us.  Joy is an inner strength that is ours in Christ Jesus and for no other reason.  Joy is, at its base level, a decision.  It is not an emotion but rather a choice.  We decide whether or not we will live in the joy of the Lord and rejoice in Him.  It is not conditioned on any circumstance.  

So, even when the crops refuse to yield fruit or when you are faced with various trials, you can still have joy.  You can choose to rejoice in the Lord even in your darkest hours.  Paul and Silas proved that point.  We see their story recorded in Acts 16.  “22 And the crowd rose up together against them, and the chief magistrates tore their robes off them, and proceeded to order them to be beaten with rods.  23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them securely; 24 and he, having received such a command, threw them into the inner prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks.”  Now those boys were having a bad day.  I would say that this experience of theirs goes beyond the olive tree failing to give forth its yield or even the various trials that we face in life.  Even on our worst days it is rarely as bad as what Paul and Silas had to endure.  But Paul and Silas did not let their persecution steal their joy.  Isn’t that amazing?  Look at the rest of their story.  “25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them; 26, and suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison house were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s chains were unfastened.”
Yahoo!  That is what praise can do in your life.  Do you see that Paul and Silas, far from losing their joy, sat in that stinking jail and sang praise songs to God?  See, praise and joy are not contingent on your surroundings or circumstances.  They are determined by the condition of your heart.  And when you have a heart full of the joy of the Lord, when you determine that your heart will praise our Lord and King regardless of the circumstances, then all of hell and earth will move on your behalf.  God will cause an earthquake for you too if that is what you need.

Don’t let life and this world get you down.  Lift your eyes unto Calvary and sing your little heart out.  It is a joyful noise to the Lord and could well be the means to your own rescue.  Rejoice in the Lord.
1151. Friday, August 25, 2011

Nehemiah 8: 10
The joy of the Lord is your strength.

This verse discloses one of the most important reasons to rejoice in the Lord.  That joy we have in Him is our strength.  That joy gives us strength; it empowers us.  Without God, we are nothing and without His joy we become weak.  Releasing our joy at being in Him is one of the most revitalizing things we can do.  This is such a simple little verse yet it contains a powerful truth.

When we allow ourselves to let go of our joy of the Lord, we find ourselves weakening.  All sorts of little things begin to go wrong and we lose our ability to manage them.  We find ourselves very quickly frustrated and then eventually overwhelmed.  But if we will hang on to the joy of the Lord, then those things lose their power to bother us.  We are able to confront big problems without frustration and anger.

If you see someone who often expresses anger, frustration or annoyance, then you know that person has not mastered the art of hanging onto the peace of God.  They do not have the joy of the Lord working in them.  You cannot be joyful and angry at the same time.

When you find yourself overcome by those negative emotions, recognize that joy has slipped from your grasp.  If you are wise you have a praise CD handy in your car, at home and even at work.  Put that CD in and let it lift you so that you are again rejoicing in the grace of the Lord.  Don’t allow yourself to wallow around in that cesspool of negativity.  It is not good for you and it is certainly detrimental to those around you.

You have need of your strength.  Everyday presents enough challenges.  Realize that the Lord is the source of your daily strength and that you need His joy in place so that you can face all of the challenges of the world.  Rejoice in His name and in who He is.  Begin your day with refreshing yourself on the mercy and glory of our Lord.  Then don’t let go of His joy and have a great day!
1152. Monday, August 29, 2011

Habakkuk 3: 19
The Lord God is my strength, and He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, and makes me walk on my high places.

Have you ever watched mountain goats or mountain deer run along steep mountain peaks?  It is a most amazing sight.  They are able to avoid predators because of their agility and speed.  They dance among the highest places going where other animals are unable to go.  They are sure-footed and graceful.  That is what God has made you.  He has gifted you as he gifted these nimble creatures.

A “hind” is a female red deer.  These deer climb the steepest peaks to incredible heights going where no one can follow.  They give birth to their young among these inhospitable regions so as to safeguard their offspring from danger.  You see, the danger cannot follow them to the heights which God has provided the means for them to access.  He has provided for their safety and protection and has given them the means to tread upon the “high” places.

God has likewise given you the means to hike in the high elevations.  He has not created you to walk in the lowly places nor among predators.  He has provided for you the ability to rise above any and all challenges and also above those who wish to cause you harm.  He has given you the ability to walk above the fray.

Also, notice that the verse says that God makes you walk on your high places.  That is interesting.  That means that God has already given you the high places.  They are yours.  His next step was to give you the means by which to access them.  This he has also done.  So He has provided for you to walk in safety among the elevated places.  He has given these places to you and made you to walk in them.

He is your strength and He is your joy and your salvation.  Praise the Lord!

1153. Tuesday, August 30, 2011

John 15: 11
These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.
It is Jesus’ will, first, that joy dwell in you and secondly, that it be should be complete and full within you.  Jesus gave us his words so that we might be filled with his joy.  The wisdom and words that he left with us should fill us to overflowing with his joy.  And recall that his joy is our strength.

Jesus intended that we be filled with strength and with everything that we need in order to live successfully.  He clearly did not expect us to live in a down-trodden state.  Had that been his intention, then he needn’t have come at all.  No, Jesus came to lift us up.  We now live in his peace and his joy through the inheritance of the saints in him.  In other words, we are his heirs and he devised to us love, joy, peace, etc.

Jesus told the disciples that the things which he had spoken to them should fill them with joy.  We are his current disciples.  Therefore, the words which he spoke should fill our hearts with his joy.  We then rejoice in these revelations that he bequeathed us.

Jesus knew that we would face challenges; he said so in John 16: 33, “In the world you have tribulation.”  But despite the trials he still anticipates us dwelling in joy and peace.  How?  He said that although the world presents trials, he had already overcome the world.  He also said in this passage, “These things I have spoken to you, that I Me you may have peace.”  Although the world is full of challenges, Jesus has provided the way for us to dwell in peace and joy even in the midst of those trials.  We live in his joy and his peace which he won for us at Calvary.  He has overcome the world and given us the fruit of his victory.

Jesus has spoken to us through his word and in so doing he has provided for us to have joy and dwell in peace.  We should pursue peace at all times.  When we are not at peace then we might have stepped outside of Jesus.  And your joy is not dependent on your feelings but rather on Jesus.  It is his peace and his joy that we abide in and we let his joy and peace fill us to the full, even to overflowing.  Jesus spoke to us, gave us that which we needed to hear in order that we might have joy and peace.   Don’t wait until you “feel” joyful.  Begin to exercise your joy in the Lord today.

1154. Wednesday, August 31, 2011

2 Corinthians 4: 13
But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written “I believed, therefore I spoke,” we also believe, therefore we speak.

Paul teaches that we are like the Old Testament people.  What we believe, we will speak.  Because of this, one good indication of what you truly believe is what you say.  If you listen to your speech, you will quickly recognize what is really in your heart.  You may say that you believe one way but when your mouth speaks, you will know the true content of your heart.

Jerry Savelle, in teaching on faith, said that there are two clear signs of your level of faith.  One is your actions and the other is your words.  You will act and speak in accordance with your heart felt beliefs and your faith.  Kenneth Hagin used to say that you could tell where a person was in their spiritual development by listening to them.  It won’t take long for a person to reveal themselves.

There is another side of this scripture though.  I would say that the previous discussion is the revelation side of the verse.  There is also a practical side.  And that is that what we believe, we should as a matter of our will begin to speak.  The thing is, you can be developing new beliefs which have not made it to your heart yet.  They are still largely a matter of the mind and learning.  But as you meditate on them, they begin to take root in your heart.  Then they become part of you.  Speaking these things aloud, confessing them, helps to sow them and firmly root them into your heart.  Then they will grow and become strong fortresses.   

Confession is part of prayer life.  First we must know what God says about a thing.  Of course we learn that from the word.  Then we meditate on it and confess it until it becomes ingrained in us.  It is not enough just to read the word.  You’ve got to do something with it and speaking it is a key part of that equation.  We should stop speaking as the world speaks and begin to speak as God does.  That is how we get God’s kind of results instead of the world’s.  You’ve gotta say something.  Take what God is showing you, the dreams and goals he has given you and speak them daily just like taking a vitamin.  This is a life of prayer.  It is speaking what God has given you to say.  Whatever you are believing for should be what you are speaking.  If you really believe God is going to help you then it shouldn’t be too much of a stretch to start saying it.  As Paul said, “We believe, therefore we speak.”
1155. Thursday, September 1, 2011

Hebrews 11: 8
By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going.

That is exactly how God’s calling and faith work.  Rarely do we know the details of where God is leading us.  He just calls and we are supposed to follow.  Easier said than done!  None the less, we can take encouragement from those who have gone before us.  We see, as exemplified by Abraham, that where God leads us is a good place.  He leads us to an inheritance.  In other words, he has something that he wants to give us.  That is the reason that he wants us to follow him. It is for our own benefit.

Now I have noticed about God that He always gets at least a two for one deal.  What I mean by that is that He has a way of getting two benefits out of one seed.  So, what is good for you will often bless others as well.

I used to think that God’s call was about going to work for him; called to some task or job.  But you have only to look at the life of Abraham to understand that this is not true.  I don’t know where I got such an idea.  The truth of the matter is that he is trying to lead you into green pastures (remember the 23rd Psalm?).  He is calling you to Himself.  It works just the same way with a human parent and child.  When you call the child’s name, you expect them to come to you.  So when God calls you, He is trying to get you to hearken to Him.  

The secret to receiving from Him is obedience.  Notice what today’s verse says about Abraham.  When he was called, he obeyed.  I can imagine that it was not very easy for Abraham to leave his family and head out to places unknown but that is what obedience sometimes requires.  God usually only tells you a part of the journey at a time.  When you reach the place that He has called you to, He will tell you the next part.  But you have to obey Him in the little bit that you know so that He can lead you on to the next step.  

It is by faith that we leave that which is comfortable and head out into the unknown.  We just have to believe that God will not leave us nor forsake us.  You may not know where He is leading you but it will be alright.  There is an inheritance awaiting you if you will just take the first step in faith and obedience.

1156. Friday, September 2, 2011

Matthew 7: 24
Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock.

Jesus seems pretty impressed with his words.  In John 15 he tells us that his words will give us joy.  Then in John 16 he says that his words bring to us peace.  Now we find that his words are the rock of our foundation.  But apparently the stability of our foundation is not only in hearing his words but in doing them.  So, what is it that we are supposed to do?  What can you think of off of the top of your head that he might be referring to?  The answer to this question is the key to our establishing our lives on the rock.

People forget sometimes that Jesus was a teacher.  We are so enamored with him as our Lord and our Messiah that we have a tendency to overlook his rabbinical service while he walked the earth.  People often called him “Rabbi” meaning teacher.  Noting this fact reminds us that he had a teaching ministry while he was here.

What did he teach?  Well, in this chapter alone he said for us not to judge others and he encouraged us to pray.  So when he says if you will act upon the words which I have spoken he is quite literally saying if you will pray and not judge others then your house will be established upon the rock.  Take into consideration, however, that these are not all of the lessons Jesus taught and we need to incorporate into our lives all that he said, but these are the two instructions which immediately preceded his promise that our house would stand through the storms if we would follow his words.  That seems to make these two directives imminently important.  When you take note of this chapter of scripture it appears that Jesus was trying to lay a foundation for his followers.  The keystone of this foundation seems to be learning and incorporating Jesus’ words.  Secondly, the encouragement to prayer and the prohibition against judgment stand in great importance in that these are the two lessons he gave as the examples for this key message.  

So, let us be reminded that our Lord is and was a teacher and therefore seek out his teachings in order to act upon his words.  In addition, let us develop within ourselves a non-judgmental mindset and resolve to pray in all things.
1157. Tuesday, September 6, 2011

Romans 15: 6
That with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
When read in context, this verse is about us learning to get along and to accept one another.  I wish, though, for you to see an almost assumed part of this passage.  Paul seems to expect that we all desire to bring glory to the Father and is just encouraging us to unify in order to glorify God within that unity.  I think we can spend some time contemplating that assumption though.

When I read this verse recently I saw that Jesus wants us to glorify God.  I understood God to be teaching me that part of Jesus’ purpose in the earth, part of the reconciliation ministry was to bring humanity into a place where we would be able to lift our voices as one to glorify the Father.  Jesus has a desire to see and hear us glorify our Father.  It bring our Father great joy when we can set aside doctrinal differences and join together in praising the Lord.

There is a very important message inbedded in here for Christians.  We are very focused on Jesus as Lord but we must remember that his ministry was to reconcile us to the Father.  We cannot forget that as thankful as we are to Jesus, it was Father God who love the world so much that He gave His only son.  We are to lift our voices to praise and worship the Father.   I don’t think any of us will ever fail in our gratitude for what Jesus has done for us but I do think we forget that his purpose was to restore us to the Father.  

Every word we utter and everything we do has the potential to glorify God or to embarrass him.  Let us dedicate ourselves to bringing joy and glory to our heavenly Father.
1158. Wednesday, September 7, 2011

Psalm 91: 11
He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.  

There are those days when you are mentally and/or physically worn out and you need a gentle touch from the Lord.  Those are the days when you should open your Bible to the Psalms.  The book of Psalms gives comfort and helps in your rejuvenation.  You are reminded of all the ways God has provided for you and how much he cares for you.

The 91st Psalm is the go to passage regarding protection.  It shows us how God has deliberately and with forethought arranged for our safety.  You will want to read the entire chapter to get the sense of how complete the protection is.   As you read it you should find yourself reassured about your divine safety.  More than that though, you get a picture of how the Father has provided a safe refuge for you which contains all that you need.  You will gain the assurance that God is looking after you and your needs at all times.  Nothing escapes his attention.  

The more you dwell in the Psalms, the more you come to believe in His ability to take care of you.  As you grow in this belief, you begin to express your trust in Him more strongly.  The more you exercise your trust in the Lord, the more you impenetrably you surround yourself in His armor.  You learn to trust in your refuge and you learn how to use all of the protections that He has built into the fortress.  Your increasing confidence makes you even more effective.

Start with His simple words of encouragement and let Him continue to build strong walls in your fortress.

1159. Thursday, September 8, 2011

Isaiah 50: 5
The Lord God has opened my ear; and I was not disobedient, nor did I turn my back.

We are living in a time when people are not hearing God as well as we should.  If you are one who does not hear God often, then I offer you this good news.  God has opened your ear so that you can hear Him.  He has things to say to you.  

Notice that the result of hearing God is that you must decide whether or not to do that which He has told you.  Perhaps that is why we, as a culture, are so hard of hearing.  Perhaps we are afraid of what God is going to ask us to do.  Maybe there is a part of us that does not want to hear God.  We have been tricked into thinking that God will ask too much of us; that He will ask of us something we think we cannot do or something we do not want to do.

This is a lie of the devil that has been allowed to permeate our culture.  God always leads us to green pastures and beside still water (Psalm 23).  He is leading us as a good shepherd into good places.  He has opened your ear so that you can hear His voice and receive His guidance.  
If you are having a hard time hearing God’s voice, don’t worry.  This is something that we all must become familiar with again.  Although we have lost the skill, it can be reclaimed.  Ask God to show you or tell you something small, something that has no consequences.  Then sit quietly and listen.  Many times it seems to me that I get an idea out of nowhere.  Then follow up on what you heard.  If you do not hear anything right away, don’t panic.  I find I sometimes hear Him best when I am not putting pressure on myself to hear.  You may be in the shower or pumping gas.  Just make a mental note of what it sounded like and how it came to you.  Then practice.  Ask God questions and allow Him to speak to you.  You will do best if you begin with easy matters so that you do not put pressure on yourself to hear Him.  Relax, and keep up the practice.  You will hear Him.  He has opened your ear so that you can.  It may take you a little time but you will probably surprise yourself at how easy it becomes.  You have the ear of a disciple.  Best to start using it.
1160. Friday, September 9, 2011

Isaiah 49: 25

For I will contend with the one who contends with you.

One of the hardest things to do is to allow God to be your defender.  When someone comes against you or speaks against you, it is only natural for you to want to defend yourself.  And, of course, many times the accusations against you are untrue and unjust.  Who would not want to, at the very least, set the record straight?

While I was still practicing law, God began to strongly instruct me in this.  I often encountered people who lied in order to cover their own mistakes or inadequacies.  Sometimes they would lie about me or my practice trying to improve their position.  My sense of justice was highly offended.  At the minimum I wanted to set the record straight by showing the facts.  But God began to deal with me.  He told me that I was not allowed to defend myself.  I would have you know that for a lawyer to be constrained from defending herself with proofs and arguments was absolute torture.  But God persisted.  He would not be talked out of His position.  This was a very difficult lesson for me to learn.  Finally one day Yahweh asked me what my client was supposed to say at trial.  I immediately saw the court room in my mind’s eye and understood that I speak for the client.  The client says nothing but rather sits there looking peaceful and confident.  The lawyer contends with the adversary.  At once I understood.  God used my own experience to teach me.  We are to Him as my clients were to me.  And although it can be frustrating keeping your mouth shut when others are falsely accusing you that is exactly what God is teaching us.

God will deal with those who contend with us and He does not need our help.  Moreover, we only get in His way.  He has ways of dealing with people that we lack.  We must learn to trust Him to take care of us and our reputations and we must trust Him to deal with those who come against us.  It is difficult but this is an important lesson.  Do not get dragged into a fray, especially one that begins with someone lying about you.  It is all falsity anyway.  The more you trust God and stay out of it, the more quickly you will see your vindication.  Do not sully yourself by getting involved in it.  Stay above the fray.  Do not lower yourself to the levels wherein those behaviors exist.  The gutter is no place for you, nor even your feet.  Keep your face pointed to heaven and let not your heart be troubled.
1161. Monday, September 12, 2011

Proverb 11: 24
There is one who scatters, yet increases all the more, and there is one who withholds what is justly due, but it results only in want.

Looking back through all of the Word of the Day emails, I find that I send this verse every couple of years.  In my eyes this verse is so profound that I want to send it every month but you would tire of it.  It demonstrates to us that Father God built His kingdom on the idea of sowing and reaping.  He tries to teach us that for every desired harvest we must sow a seed.  This is not the way of the world though.  We have grown up in a world where we hear things like, “It’s a dog eat dog world”, or “everyone for himself.”  I am sure you can think of more inspiring sayings such as those.  And when you grow up hearing selfish, dog eat dog philosophy it is very strange to adapt your thinking to the law of sowing and reaping.

A good thought for consideration is that Yahweh created this earth and everything in it.  His ways were before our ways; His ways above our ways.  So it seems reasonable to expect that His ways trump ours.  We might expect that his methods work because He was the one that created the entire system.  Wisdom suggests, then, that we learn His methods and employ them.

His word tells us the person who gives generously shall receive greatly.  The person who gives sparingly shall not succeed in conserving his trove but shall rather be in want.  The one who sows is not depleted but instead is always increasing in wealth.  Does this make any sense?  It does to God.  He developed a system by which we all increase in giving.  His system is fool proof.  This is the financial system that He is trying to teach us so that resource is always flowing into our hands.  He wants to meet your needs and much more besides so that you will have enough seed to sow into the lives of others.  He cannot produce a harvest for us, though, if we will never give Him our seed.

It is amazing to me how bad we Christians are at operating in God’s financial system.  We should be the greatest of all givers but many times we are letting the unsaved out give us.  Does that really make sense?  Our ministers are broke and the hungry go unfed.  Personally, I think it is a little embarrassing if your minister does not drive a nice car and live in a nice home.  We are supposed to take care of their needs even as they take care of ours.  But instead we make outlandish demands on our ministers but never do a thing for them.  This is not as it should be.  We should begin by bringing the whole tithe into the storehouse, which is the church.  But that is not a reflection of generosity.  That is only our duty.  Generosity begins after duty is completed.  And it is in our generosity that God can bless us.  And He so desires to bless us!  This leads us to the 25th verse of this same chapter which reads, “The generous man will be prosperous.”  God is trying to teach us here.  You’ve prayed and asked God to lead you.  Well, here it is.  He is leading you.  It may be that you just don’t want to hear what the Spirit of the Lord is saying to the church.  

Lest I be remiss in my duty let me say clearly what God is ministering today through this scripture.  He wants to bless you super-abundantly so that you will have resources for every need and much more for every good work.  The principle by which He will fill your coffers is the law of sowing and reaping.  He wants you to reap a great harvest but in order to reap you must first sow.  Therefore, His word to you today is “Give.”  Scatter your seed; cast it broadly expecting a great return.  Do not be embarrassed to expect a harvest.  That is the purpose of sowing seed.  Make giving a daily habit.  Give to the needy but also don’t forget to give to God’s work.  Everywhere you turn there are opportunities to sow seed.  Don’t let your seed go bad.  Sow it into good ground today.  Then wake up tomorrow looking for another opportunity to plant seed towards your great harvest.  Your harvest is in your seed.
1162. Tuesday, September 13, 2011

Luke 6: 38
Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.

This verse goes along with yesterday’s verse very well.  One key difference between the two is that this is a New Testament passage.  Another notable difference is that this was spoken directly by Jesus.  Some people mistakenly separate out Old Testament passages about giving as a means to absolve themselves of the responsibility of generosity.  That can be a bit difficult to do when you see these two verses together.

It is the same old message that God has been trying to get across to us for thousands of years.  We really are obstinate about this topic though.  Jesus wants to give to you good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over.  That language takes up most of the verse.  The means by which he is going to pour out these blessings to you, though, is through your seed.  Jesus begins with one simple word, “Give.”  He tells you to give.  Just the fact that Jesus said to give should be enough for Christians.  Jesus goes on, though, to tell us why he wants us to give.  One would think that the promise following the word “give” would certainly be enough to command our attention and obedience.  Still, we have a problem parting with a dollar.

I also have been persistent in admonitions regarding sowing seed.  I want you to give and be great givers because I want you to be blessed beyond measure.  I noticed today, however, that although I have been consistent in encouraging you to be generous in your giving, I have failed to give you any coordinated avenue for your philanthropy.  I mean to correct this fault.  Within the next few weeks I plan to have a charitable outlet organized so that we can all join together for a common good.  Begin praying about it, joining your spirit and agreement with mine, so that the Father may lead me in all that He wants to do.
1163. Wednesday, September 14, 2011

Matthew 7: 8
Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.

Jesus apparently wants us to receive, find and have doors opened for us and he is telling us how to experience all of this.  In order to receive we must first ask.  Now this seems pretty simple, doesn’t it?  And yet how many times do we fail to actually ask our father for those things which we need much less those things that we want.  This is a call to prayer from the Lord.  But you must believe that he is one who answers prayers or you will never bother.  Why would you?  If you do not believe that he is listening, has the power to answer your prayers or cares to answer your needs why would you waste the time talking into the air.

But we do believe that he is a caring, loving Lord who wants to bless us and help us in all that we need.  As is typical with the lessons that the Lord gives us there is often a preceding condition which we must fulfill before the deliverance of the promise.  This condition precedent is so very simple and so easy to do.  ASK!  Deliver to the Lord all of your requests.  

Prayer certainly is much more than showing up in God’s throne room just when you need something.  But Jesus also teaches us in this passage that he wants to ask for that which we want or need.  In John 16: 24 Jesus says, “Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full.  We saw in John 15: 11 that Jesus desires that our joy be made full.  In that verse he said that the words he had spoken were said so that his joy would be in us and be in us to the full.  Part of the words he spoke were these in Matthew 7 wherein he told us to ask and receive.  Therefore, even as we develop our prayer life into one that is deep and multifaceted, let us not fail to ask God for our needs and desires.  Ask in Jesus’ name and expect to receive.
1164. Thursday, September 15, 2011

James 1: 6
But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.

Remember yesterday that we looked at Matthew 7: 8 where Jesus told us to ask for what we want and that what we ask for shall be given to us.  Now here, in James 1 the brother of Jesus warns us that when we ask we need to ask in faith, not doubting.  Whatever we ask God in the name of Jesus, He will do but we must always approach Him in faith.  Hebrews 11: 6 says that without faith it is impossible to please God. 

Sometimes we really do ask having already decided that it won’t do any good.  Well, if that is your decision then you will find that you are prophetic.  When you ask, make sure that you believe God is going to answer your prayer.  And then after you have asked, don’t back off of your belief that He will come through for you.  

You’ve got to stand on His promise and your belief in His promise.  Otherwise you are like a wave which is tossed by the sea, here one minute and there another.  A person like that should not expect anything of God.  How can He ever come into agreement with a person like that?  They say one thing one day and something else next.  

James, I am sure, had experience with people who were learning how to approach the Father in Jesus’ name.  He probably encountered many people who, like us, ask God for something but then immediately begin to waiver.

Go boldly into God’s throne room and lay your petitions before Him.  But when you do go there full of faith that He will do all that you ask.  And do not lose that faith when the answer is not immediately delivered to you.  Don’t let doubt toss you back and forth.  Ask, believing in a God who answers prayer.

1165. Friday, September 16, 2011

Mark 11: 24

Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they shall be granted you.

In Matthew 7: 8 Jesus encouraged us to go to the Father in prayer and ask him for what we want.  Jesus’ brother James told us that when we ask we are to ask in faith doubting nothing.  Today we look again at the teaching of Jesus on prayer.  Jesus said that as we pray and ask, we are supposed to believe that we have received the substance of our petitions.  

We are learning about a certain kind of prayer here.  This is prayer for a specific request; something specific you need or want.  The first lesson Jesus teaches is for us to ask.  That is his first piece of advice.  So imagine sitting in a classroom with him presenting a problem.  His first response is, “Take that request to the Father.”  Then James, Jesus’ graduate assistant, says, “As you go make sure you go in faith.  Have no doubt that what you ask, God will do.”  Then Jesus begins to teach the next lesson on receiving your requests from God.

“As you pray,” Jesus says, “believe that you have already received your request.  Whatever you receive and believe as you pray, you will receive.”  Jesus is teaching a dynamic prayer life.  We are not just to beg God for the things we need.  Instead we are to mix faith and belief with the request.  We have an active role to play in the receipt of our requests.  

Jesus has already told us that we can have that for which we pray so we do not need to enter the throne room as beggars.  Instead we are making a draw on that which has already been granted us.  So our request becomes more like making a withdrawal on an account God has already made deposits to.  Imagine this.  You enter the throne room of God, your father and say, “Father, I was just talking to Jesus and he said that I could have my needs met so I came in to get my rent payment.  Thank you Father for paying my rent.”

Can you see that?  You no longer have to grovel.  That was never God’s intention.  Jesus came to reconcile us to the Father so that we might enter into His presence as sons and daughters rather than as slaves.  God wants to see his kids vital and successful and He is willing to help us every day.  We need to begin to appreciate who He is, who we are in Jesus and how the kingdom of God operates.  It does not operate on the basis of slaves and master.  God is our benevolent Father who wishes for us to enter His gates with thanksgiving in our hearts and on our lips who get their needs met while there visiting with Him.  You go to Dad’s house to visit with Him, enjoy His company and tell Him you love Him.  When you leave you find He has packed you a bag with food and other stuff to take home with you.  It is just His nature to be giving.  Now the truth is that you were not surprised when your Mother did just that.  As a matter of fact, you went over to her house hoping that she would send some food home with you.  How is it that you cannot appreciate that your Father is even more kind and generous than your dear Mother?  Give Him a chance and you will find that He will meet all of your needs and give you more besides.

1166. Monday, September 19, 2011

Jeremiah 30: 17

For I will restore you to health and I will heal you of your wounds, declares the Lord.

This is one of my favorite healing scriptures because it includes recovery from wounds along with restoration from sickness and disease.  Some translations even replace the word wounds with injuries (see for example New Century Version).
God is telling His people that He wants to heal us from all maladies.  There is not just a special class of sickness that God can heal and everything else is beyond Him.  He can replace missing limbs, remove disease and even repair what is broken.  He heals the body, emotions and every single form of brokenness.

It is His desire that we be whole in every way.  Why would He make us this promise if He did not intend to honor it?  It is not like someone was holding a gun to His head making Him say things He did not have to say.  He made this promise of His own volition.  But if we are not reminded of His promises, we do not know what is ours.  We cannot receive the benefit of a promise if we do not know about it.  That is why every generation must renew itself to all that God has said and done.  He doesn’t repeat Himself every twenty years.  We are supposed to pass on the wisdom and history to each successive generation.

Once we know God’s thoughts and intentions on a matter then we are supposed to act on them.  The first thing we must do is believe.  You cannot receive your healing unless you first believe that God desires for you to be healed and that He has the power to bring it about.  Once you and God get into agreement about anything, you will be unstoppable.  There is no power in this realm or any other that can overcome you.

Therefore, let us all come into agreement with Yahweh today regarding our health and healing.  There is a power that will try to impede you but don’t let the devil and his minions have the last word.  Keep agreeing with Father until you have the manifestation of all that you two agree upon.
1167. Tuesday, September 20, 2011

Psalm 119: 165
Those who love Thy law have a great peace, and nothing causes them to stumble.

What a great assurance!  If you love God’s law then you are entitled to peace and security.  Now you must read this with your New Testament eyes.  Remember that Jesus has fulfilled the law (2 Corinthians 1: 20).  So now, as you read this, you should hear, “Those who love your word have a great peace, and nothing causes them to stumble.”  And this makes perfect sense but let us look more closely to see the fullness of it.

John 1: 1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.”  Then in the 14th verse we read, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.”  Of course this is referring to Jesus.  Jesus is the Word of God incarnate.  So then Psalm 119: 65 in its fulfillment says, “Those who love Jesus have a great peace and nothing causes them to stumble.”  But let us go one step further.  We have seen in John 16: 33 that Jesus said that he spoke so that we may have peace in Him.  His words bring us peace.  Additionally, in John 14: 27 Jesus promised us that he was leaving his peace with us, giving us his peace.  So, knowing Jesus and knowing his words bring us peace.  His words give us security.  

Those who love Jesus are sure to dwell in his peace.  And if we have made our abode in Jesus; if we love him then peace is our dwelling place and nothing can cause us to trip or stumble.  As we keep ourselves close to God and dwell in His word, then our paths are made straight and smooth.  There is no occasion for stumbling.  What a glorious revelation!  You do not have to stumble through life.  He, Jesus, has made a way for you.   That way is paved because he has gone before you and cleared the obstacles.  His power has provided for you.  None of us need fear; we need not worry.  The Word is on the job preparing the way for us.  And then as the good shepherd he leads us in this smooth path.  Jesus is the Way; he is the Word and He is the truth and the life.  We have only to draw close to him and our road becomes the road of peace and no stumbling.  While we stay on his prepared road, we don’t even stub our toes because he lifts us up.  He has given His angels charge concerning us and they will “bear you up in their hands, lest you strike your foot against a stone” (Psalm 91: 11-12).  

The peace of God and of the Lord Jesus is yours today.  Your pathway has been cleared so that you will not struggle or fall.  Just walk in the path in which he is leading you and let your heart be at peace.

1168. Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Proverb 3: 23

Then you will walk in your way securely, and your foot will not stumble.

If you want to do an interesting study, look up all of the places the word “stumble” appears in the Bible.  You will find that the word is used many times.  You will also find that God has prepared safeguards against your stumbling.

In this verse, God was specifically talking about seeking and adhering to wisdom.  He advises us to keep wisdom, understanding and discretion close to us.  We get wisdom from God.  His word advises and teaches us.  When we seek out wisdom from God, He is faithful to teach and guide us.  

God is aware of the many opportunities we have to stumble.  That is why He has taken care to provide for our secure progress along all of life’s highways.   He is always watching out for you each step of the way.  In every task you undertake, He has already foreseen the dangers and pitfalls and has engineered a safe route for you.  It has been ordained by the highest authority in the universe for you to walk securely so don’t allow anyone to tell you that the road ahead is rocky and fraught with danger.  There is security in the Lord and His peace goes with you.

1169. Thursday, September 22, 2011

Isaiah 58: 9

Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry, and He will say, “Here I am.”

When you call the Lord, He answers.  There are no ifs, ands or buts.  Say what you will but I say that the Word is true and that God cannot lie.  So, what is going on if you don’t think He is answering you?  The answer begins with belief.  Hebrews 11: 6 teaches us that in our coming to God, the first step is belief.  If we don’t expect to hear from God, then certainly we will not.

When you call, the Lord will answer you and when you cry He will sweetly answer, “Here I am.”  God is not hiding from you.  He wants you to call Him and He wants to answer you.  He is available to you at all times and is only awaiting your call.  He is like many parents who would love to help their kids.  The parent has answers and resources but the child never asks for help.  So the parent waits, waits for that call, hoping that they are going to be given the opportunity to help their children.

God would have you know that He is ever present.  He is there with comfort.  He is there with His peace.  Maybe you do not need anything other than just someone with whom to talk.  Perhaps you just don’t want to feel alone.  He is standing by just awaiting your call; quick to answer.  He has the words, “I am here” formed on His lips at this moment.  He is standing right beside you.  Whatever you need, He is in your presence at this moment hoping to be the one to whom you turn.

And you don’t have to be so strong and brave.  That is His job.  You don’t have to do everything on your own.  It is foolishness even to try.  He is the Lord.  He is God.  He is powerful and He is our strength.  We are His delight and joy.  So call His name today.  If nothing else just invite Him to go along with you today and be with you in all that you do.  He would really get a kick out of that.  He is your Dad and He is awaiting you.  He is with you and for you.  Bless the Lord.
1170. Friday, September 23, 2011

1 Peter 5: 7


(Amplified Version)

Casting the whole of your care [all your anxieties, all your worries, all your concerns, once and for all] on Him, for He cares for you affectionately and cares about you watchfully.

Many of you know or have seen this scripture but I was struck by the Amplified Bible’s rendering of it.  The Amplified Bible, as its name implies, takes the original words of the text and explodes them so that we can see their full meaning.  When works are translated from one language to another, there is not always a corresponding word for the one in the original text.  In that circumstance multiple words or phrases are required to convey the full meaning of the original.  That is where the Amplified Bible comes in handy.  It expounds on the original text to get at the full meaning of the original language.

The phrase “once and for all” speaks to a common problem.  Many times we will offer a problem to God but then when He doesn’t seem to be handling it quickly enough, we take the issue out of His box and put it back on our backs.  The only result then is that we get bowed down under the weight of it.  So, we exercise wisdom and again put the problem in God’s “In Box.”  Before long, though, we are back in His office looking at His In Box trying to determine if He has made any headway with the problem yet.

The truth is that we have never cast the whole of our problem on Him.  We have kept a line tied to it so that we can retrieve it whenever we feel the need.  I was the world’s worse at this so I know exactly how this goes.  Finally, though, after much trial and going around the same mountain time and time again, I learned to put the problem in His hands and let go.  Now when it comes into my mind, instead of worrying about it or turning it over and over in my mind, I just say, “Hey, that is not my problem any longer.  You are going to have to go talk to the big guy about that one.”  What a relief not to have to carry all of these issues along with me every day.

I thought it was my responsibility to worry about my problems but I have found that both Father and I are much happier with this new arrangement.  My need to stay involved in situations that I really could not influence very well was just aggravating both of us.  God could never fix the problem because I wouldn’t take my hands off of it and I was driving myself crazy worrying and fussing over it.  Now we are both much happier.  We spend our time together in joy and peace rather than me giving Him a soliloquy on the merits of my position relative to the problem.  This approach really seemed irresponsible to me but guess what?  It works.  Dad handles the problem outside of my presence and I am unburdened.  Then I can enter His gates with thanksgiving in my heart rather than a mouth full of complaints.

I suggest if you have not learned this lesson that you quickly jump into the ideology of letting Yahweh handle your troubles.  Believe me.  The results will be better and you will not worry yourself to death.  It is a much better existence.
1171. Monday, September 26, 2011

Deuteronomy 30: 11

For this commandment which I command you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it out of reach.

The commands of God often seem too difficult to achieve but He never requires anything of us that is beyond our reach.   The Bible is full of instruction for us.  Some of the directives do indeed seem beyond our capacity but we have to understand that God knows our limits and He would never ask us to do something that is beyond our ability.  That would be pretty mean spirited and that is one thing that we know our Father is not.  So, every commandment in the Bible is possible for you to observe.  

There is an additional way for you to think of this verse which I wish you to consider today.  What has God asked you to do?  What is the personal calling on your life?  Or better still, what was the last thing God told you to do?  Have you done it?  When God calls us to do a thing it often seems too large or too hard.  But God knows our capabilities.  He knows that we are well able.  Whatever God has asked you to do is within your reach.  No matter how impossible it appears at this moment, know that God sees within you the ability to do what He has asked.  If you can just accept this in faith, it will make your journey much easier.

It may be that you do not have all of the resources available yet that you need for your calling but God didn’t say all goals had to be completed today.  He gives you a vision of where the two of you are going together.  You only have to accept it and take a step in that direction.  He will take it from there.  He will lead you in the way that you need to go and prepare your path before you.  When you reach a junction, He will have already arrived ahead of you and planned for the next leg of the journey.

Just accept today that He knows what He is doing.  He knows where He is leading you and He knows what you and He are capable of doing together.  Whatever He is telling you is within your reach and it is not too much for you even if it feels that it is.  Just trust that He is going to do the heavy lifting and it will certainly take a load off of your mind.

1172. Tuesday, September 27. 2011

John 15: 7
If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.

Do you want answered prayers?  Then here is the formula, if you will.  Jesus himself is describing how to receive what you will from the Father.  It is a rather simple proposition as you will note.  Jesus does not add a lot of conditions or a lot of technical detail.  He just said to abide in him and let his words abide in you.  

We have seen before Jesus’ emphasis on adherence to his words.  In John 15: 11 he said that his words bring us joy.  In John 16: 33 he said that his words give us peace.  Now he tells us that the sure way to answered prayer is to allow his words to abide in us as we abide in him.

Now, of course, having Jesus’ words abide in us is not the same as a fleeting glance at scriptures.  To abide with his words means that we must live with them.  His words must be a part of our daily existence.  They are with us and in us every day.   So we should read his word daily and meditate on those words at all times.  They are to be our way of life.

I am not saying that there can be nothing else in your life but if we are Christians then Christ’s words form a very important part of our lives.  It is a matter of integrating his word into your life and integrating your life into him.  You, Jesus and his words become increasingly intertwined.  Eventually it will be difficult to tell where one of you ends and the other begins because you are becoming one and the same.

We must give Jesus’ words their proper place.  As we do so, we will almost automatically abide in him.  Then just as an operation of spiritual law, whatever we ask will be done for us.  It is like a physical law such as gravity.  No one has to make a decision or be convinced of the law of gravity in order for it to operate.  It just does.  Spiritual law is the same way.  You do not have to persuade Father to answer your prayers, they just are fulfilled when you abide in Jesus and his words abide in you.

Isn’t this great news?  You have a revelation on answered prayer and are just a moment away from living a life of answered prayer.  Just keep to the word and Jesus.  Keep reading your Bible and spending time in prayer and fellowship.  This whole system is designed to work for you and Jesus is teaching you exactly how to operate in it.  Hallelujah!

1173. Wednesday, September 28, 2011

John 16: 1
These things I have spoken to you, that you may be kept from stumbling.

Recently, just last week as a matter of fact, I shared with you some scriptures on stumbling, or more to the point, not stumbling.  Interestingly, God has actually spoken about this many times.   We have also seen a number of scriptures where Jesus describes the purpose of his teachings.  We saw in John 15: 11 that Jesus said that he had spoken so that his joy would be in us and that our joy may be made full.  John 16: 33 records Jesus saying that he spoke so that we might have peace.  Now here is another example of Jesus’ purpose in teaching.  His words keep us from stumbling.

Psalm 119: 105 explains why paying attention to God’s word keeps us from stumbling.  It reads “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  All that God has said is for understanding and instruction.  He leads us into those cool, quiet places by the gentleness of His voice.  Jesus taught so that we would have his instructions to guide us after he left.  His words light our path so that we do not stumble.  Of course the key element is our knowledge of his words.  Remember that Jesus said that a lamp is not lighted in order to put it under a basket (Matthew 5: 15).  In other words, unless we know Jesus’ words it is the same as putting the lamp under the basket.  The light is hidden and does not light our path.  Jesus is the light; his words light our way, but if we take his words and just put them under a basket, they will do us not good.  We have to put the light on the lampstand where it will shed the most light and in this case the lampstand is our hearts.

Jesus had a very specific mission while he was here on earth.  All that he did was to prepare our way back to the Father.  His teachings were meant to help us, lead us and guide us in the same way that he leads and cares for us as our good shepherd.  If you want to walk on the clear trail instead of stumbling through the overgrowth, then follow the good shepherd.  He has spoken and his words are a light and a lamp unto your feet.

1174. Thursday, September 29, 2011

Philippians 2: 14 – 15
Do all things without grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as light in the world.

One of the clear observations about the Israelites as they trekked across the desert is their persistent complaining and fault finding.  No matter what miracle God performed for them, there was always a follow-up complaint.  Despite the faith and leadership of Moses, there was constant grumbling in the camp.  Perhaps this fact, at least in part, explains why it took forty years for them to complete an eleven day journey.  

As with all Bible stories, there is a lesson in there for us.  We must stop and ask ourselves if we behave any better today.  I like to think that we are better behaved but we do a lot of fault-finding and complaining ourselves.  Notice from the text that we are supposed to distinguish ourselves from the world by getting along with others.  Paul recognizes that constant grumbling and disputing is the way of the world but he says that we are supposed to be a light unto this perverse generation.  Our light is supposed to shine on a different path showing the world a different way.   

Look at verse 14 from the Amplified Version.  “Do all things without grumbling and faultfinding and complaining [against God] and questioning and doubting [among yourselves]”.  This text is even more enlightening when read from the Amplified.  It shows that people complain and grumble against God.  Well, that certainly was the case with the Israelites as they crossed the desert.  But then there is a component of this attitude which addresses itself to our human interpersonal relations.  Whereas we are supposed to be kind to each other, Paul observed that people were in constant disputes with one another.  We love to find fault with others.  We expect perfection in others but are quick to accept God’s grace to cover our faults.  And, of course, one cannot simply observe the faults of another without announcing them to others.  Do you know someone who constantly pronounces the faults of others?  Are you challenged by this bad habit?

We are supposed to be above the reproach of the world.  We are supposed to be a light in this darkness.  Paul seems to say that complaining, fault finding, and grumbling brings us down to the perverseness of the worldly.  We are to be above such worldliness and let our light show the unsaved a better way.   It really is as simple as, “If you haven’t anything nice to say, then say nothing at all.”  Mind your tongue when you complain because that is to criticize God and press the mute button when you begin to say something negative about someone else.  And remember the veracity or falsity of the statement has no bearing on its utterance.  If it casts someone in a bad light, even if it is true, you shouldn’t be saying it.  We are to edify each other, not tear each other down.  That is our job.  Remind yourself of this instruction of God and let your light so shine. 

1175. Friday, September 30, 2011

Colossians 3: 12
And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

You are God’s chosen, His holy and beloved.  And that puts you in a rarified position.  It has its costs too because you see from this verse how God expects you to behave.  Here is the clincher though.  God does not expect you to do anything in the power of your own might.  He expects you to allow His love to shine out of you.  Being kind to people is just part of His nature.  He is gentle and patient.  As a matter of fact, if you compare the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5: 22 you will find great similarity between them and this list of behavioral characteristics.  Of course the fruit of God’s Spirit reflects His personality traits.  So, God is telling us that He wants us to be like Him.  What good father doesn’t want his kids to be like him?

The way we deal with one another is of great importance to God.  We are called to be compassionate.  Implied therein is the requirement that we demonstrate that compassion.  This is the trait that I most identify with Christ; perhaps you do too.  He allowed himself to be moved by his compassion.  It was not always easy or convenient to do so, but Jesus put his desires and even his needs behind the needs of the people.  Jesus is alive inside of us and his compassion is with him so the key is allowing that integration of ourselves and Jesus to express itself.  As we die to the flesh and its worldly desires and live to Christ, it is easier for us to allow the expression of his love to manifest itself through us.  That expression and surrender touches the heart of the Father.

When you give yourself over to the compassion of Christ, then it becomes easier to demonstrate kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Forbearance with and forgiveness of others becomes a possibility in Christ.  Forbearance is best thought of as tolerance and acceptance.  It is putting up with flaws in other people, even overlooking them even as God bears your faults.  See it is just a continuation of the love God has shown us.  We emulate Him and as we do people get blessed because the love of God can do nothing other than bless people.  

I encourage you to dig into your heart of compassion today.  Be less critical of others.  Do not judge them and think yourself better than they.  Forgive those who have hurt you.  The love that allowed God to forgive you is alive inside of you so that you can also forgive others.

1176. Monday, October 3, 2011

Matthew 9: 36
And seeing the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like sheep without a shepherd.

Jesus had a way of seeing people that was kind and gentle.  He was moved by compassion.  That same love and compassion are still alive in Jesus today.  He still looks upon the masses with compassionate care.  And he is looking upon you with that same compassion that motivated his actions when he walked the earth.  He sees your problems, your isolation and he is ever ready to be the good shepherd to all who will embrace him.

There are two levels at which I see this scripture operating.  First is the compassion of our Lord Jesus that is working to lift you out of a dark day and set your feet on the smooth and lighted path.  Then there is the same power and compassion alive in you and available to work the same miracle for others.  You can be the delivery system for Jesus’ love and compassion to those who are unable to receive God’s compassion for themselves.  What God and Jesus give to you, you can then give to others.  

There are a lot of hurting people in the world and sometimes their hurts cause them to act unbecomingly.  And while their behaviors can certainly wear thin at times, the compassion of Christ can step in and replace irritation with tolerance and forbearance.  Frankly, it is difficult to see everyone through the eyes of love but with Jesus’ help we can constantly increase in patience and mercy.  When we extend the love of God to others, they are able to find the one who has the power to heal them.  

First, let Jesus reach into the heart of you and heal you of your deepest injuries.  Let him soothe the ancient wounds.  Trust him to be compassionate with you.  Then let that grace, mercy and healing flow through you to others.  He is the good shepherd and desires to take good care of you.  Allow him to do just that.  Then the next thing you know, you will be his apprentice shepherd helping to take care of his beloved sheep.

1177. Tuesday, October 4, 2011

1 Peter 5: 6

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He many exalt you at the proper time.

You have likely heard sermons on this passage or at least on the theme of humbling oneself before God and most people have a pretty clear understanding of what this means.  But I wish for you to look at the two phrases of this verse together rather than focusing solely on the first one.  When taken together one perhaps perceives an image of humility and promotion.

Think of it this way.  In much of life, we must be self-promoters.  If you wish a raise on your job then you go to your boss and list all of the ways in which you are an asset to the company for which you work.  If you are in sales, then you are involved in constant self-promotion.  In many, many aspects of life, we are confronted with the need to promote and market ourselves and/or our projects in order to move towards our goals.  

There comes a time, though, and certain areas of life where God wants you to step back and let him promote you.  It can be very difficult to let go of the reins of the horse that you are riding.  But God wants you to trust him.  There are times when he does not want you to do hard sales; doesn’t want you to be the one who shows and tells people the benefits that you can bring to them.  When these times occur, you may find it difficult to sit back and let opportunities go by.  But, this is wilderness or depression thinking.  It is hard for us to let go because in the depths of our being we are afraid that we will fail if we don’t take advantage of every opportunity to sell our product, project or ourselves.  Of course, when we sell a product, a service or even an idea, it is a means of selling ourselves.  And no one likes to be rejected so we become very wrapped up in the success of the task.  

When God asks us to let go and allow Him to be the promoter, it goes right to the core of our being.  He is messing with our self-worth.  And the depression aspect of this (as in the Great Depression) means that the idea compromises our sense of self-preservation.  In other words, deep in the psychology of our being, to risk failure triggers the fear of starvation and the survival instinct.  So, when God asks you to take yourself out of the marketing department and allow Him to be in charge of all of the promotion of you and your projects, it goes right to the core of your being.  That is why it is so difficult to let go.

But God never asks us to do something that He has not already equipped us to do.  If He has asked it of you, then you are able.  Did I say it was easy?  No.  As a matter of fact, you can see why it can be very hard.  However, there is always freedom in obeying God.  No matter how difficult the task, no matter how painful it always works out for the best and feels better too when you let go.  And really, I think the reason some things are so painful for us is because we fight them so hard.  The sooner we surrender control, the better.

So, if you have been thinking in terms of promotion for yourself, your business, etc. talk to God about it and ask Him which tasks He wants you to do and which He is taking charge over.  He will send you to talk to the boss at the correct time with the right words if you will listen to Him.  Don’t fail to do what He requires of you but let Him be in charge.  Let Yahweh, the God of the universe be your promoter.  It is all going to work out well for you.

1178. Wednesday, October 5, 2011

Philippians 2: 16

(NIV)

. . . as you hold firmly to the word of life.  And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain.

Paul sent these words of encouragement to the Philippians in order to boost their zeal and help them to insure their own success.  In the preceding verses Paul instructed them on the pattern of behavior for believers.  Then, when he gets to this part of his letter, he anticipates them acting in a way befitting followers of Christ and imagines his happiness at being able to celebrate the labor he invested in them.

So, there are the verses counseling the Philippians on the proper courses of conduct and then Paul’s vision of the delight he will enjoy in being able to boast in them when the day of Christ arrives.  What links these two thoughts is the phrase, “as you hold firmly to the word of life.”  It is to say that the success of the Philippians, and also us by extension, in keeping to the way is in their firm hold on the word of life.  Whether or not they will be successful in comporting themselves in the manner prescribed by Paul and his eventual boasting in their success is dependent on their hold on the Bible.  

Our success today is tied to the same thing.  How firm is our hold on the word of life?  The answer to that question reveals if anyone will be able to boast in us.  The power, the success in all things, is in the word.  Our ability to succeed in our professions is imbedded in the word every bit as much as is our ability to conduct ourselves in a way consistent with our calling in Jesus Christ.  Verse 13 reads, “for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.”  It is God who is at work in us, helping us to do all things.  Everything that he asks us to do He also empowers us to do.  It is His power at work in us that brings forth the fruit.  His word is working inside of us to bring forth all that we need and want.  He is leading us by His word to the land flowing with milk and honey where we will show ourselves children of his leading by His grace and mercy.

1179. Thursday, October 6, 2011

Ephesians 6: 1-3
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Honor your Father and Mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.

This is very good advice.  I think Paul makes the point clearly enough about obeying and honoring your parents that I do not need to add much on this point.  I would say this, though. Recognize that Paul was not writing to adolescents or younger children.  He was writing this letter to adults.  I think the take away, then, is that his message is to adult children.  Just because we have reached majority does not mean that we are to stop honoring our parents.  We still need to show our parents great respect and honor their opinions and thoughts.

The idea that struck me as I read this passage is that God gives us commandments in order to bless us.  You see, this commandment to honor our parents is one of the Ten Commandments.  God attached a promise to the obedience of this command.  We should understand that He gave us this commandment in order to move a blessing to us.  People get this all backwards and confused.  So many people think God just makes up all kinds of arbitrary rules for us to follow.  Some people seem to think that God does this in order to make our life on earth less fun.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  He instructs us so that we will have all of the best in life.  Because He wants you to live a long life here on earth, He told you what seed to sow in order to reap a long life.

His rules are about life, liberty and victory.  He wants the best for us all so He shows us the paths which will lead us to those things.  Never look at God’s instructions as burdensome or meant to steal anything from you.  They are for the exact opposite purpose.  God’s directions are always in your best interest.  Be quick to do all that He commands because it is for your benefit.  God is always trying to get a blessing to you.  Cooperate with Him.

1180. Friday, October 7, 2011

Colossians 3: 15
And let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.

Although it is not always easy to know what to do in a given situation, one thing that will help you is to let peace be your guide.  We should have peace in our hearts at all times.  Whenever I lose my peace or have even a little unsettled feeling in my gut, I look back at my recent past.  Was I just speaking with someone?  Did I read something?  Was there something on television?  Something in my environment has altered my sense of peace and the sooner I discern what it was, the sooner I can correct the problem.

Unfortunately, nine times out of ten it is something I have said to someone.  Bummer!  It may not have been the substance of the comment alone.  It might have been the tone of my voice.  The more attention I have paid to this sense of peace and well-being, the more sensitive I have become to Father’s leading.  If you will seek peace and follow after it you will certainly begin to notice when it has left you.  Losing the peace that Jesus left us becomes a very uncomfortable feeling.

God has also used this mechanism with me in decision making.  If I make a decision and do not feel 100% at peace with that decision, I put it back on the shelf until I can resolve the question with absolute peace.

Whenever you find that your heart or gut is not absolutely at peace, question yourself as to what has happened that has caused you to lose your peace.  Sometimes it will be an interaction with another person and you may feel that the other person has stolen your peace.  Be very careful with this.  You may just be blaming the other person when there is something about the interaction that God is trying to point out to you.  Maybe even it is just that He wants you to pray for that person, forgive them or does not want you engaged in such conversations.  But here is the important thing for you to know about it; God is looking after you.  If you have lost your peace or have that unsettled feeling in your gut, then there is something God wants to touch so as to put you back in perfect peace.  Don’t proceed a minute longer without checking with Him about the problem.  The sooner you address it, the sooner you will feel good again.

And lastly, if you are find that you are losing peace often then you have a larger issue which you should address with your Father.  He can teach you how to cope with your environment and with difficult people so that your heart will remain settled.  Pursue peace.

1181. Monday, October 10, 2011

Colossians 3: 16

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you. 

I keep finding verses that instruct us to hold onto, dwell with and otherwise embrace the Word of God.  Do you think God was trying to make a point with us?  The honest truth is that many Christians do not really believe the Bible or believe in the Bible.  There are many more who believe in the Bible but don’t know what it says.  

We live in a culture in which we are blessed to be able to own Bibles.  There are still many regions of the world where owning a Bible is dangerous.  Missionaries are risking their lives smuggling Bibles into those areas.  Meanwhile, so many of us take the privilege of owning a Bible (or 3) for granted.   Why do missionaries risk so much in order to get Bibles into people’s hands?

The truth is that the Word is our stabile foundation.  I think of workout videos these days and how much emphasis is placed on working the core muscles of the body.  Spending time reading and meditating on the Word is like exercising your core muscles.  All of the muscles of the body are important but unless your core is developed building the other muscles is of limited value.  You need your core muscles to support all of the other muscles as well as your skeletal system.  Likewise, your knowledge of the Bible supports all of the other spiritual functions.  How do you know how to pray as you ought if you do not know the Word?  How can you pray in accordance with God’s will?  God has revealed Himself through the Bible.  To get to know the Word is to get to know Him.  He leads us by and through His Word.

In short, Paul’s advice to the Colossians to let the Word dwell within them richly would seem to be good advice.  It would also seem reasonable that we might benefit from following Paul’s instructions.  If this advice was good enough for the people of Colossae then it is good enough for me, perhaps you as well.  Let the mediation of your heart be the Word of God.  I am convinced it will serve you well.

1182. Tuesday, October 11, 2011

Colossians 3: 17
And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

I’ll admit it; sometimes I am mortified at the condition of American business these days.  Customer Service has become a misnomer for many companies.  So many of us have lost touch with this simple concept, “Do all you do in the name of the Lord.”

One way to think of this concept is that we represent God in all that we say and do.  That is not to say that we are perfect but I do believe that it means that we should reach for excellence in our words and acts.  Why?  Out of love for the Father; because we want to be pleasing in His sight.  And we certainly do not want to embarrass Him.

Another thought that influences our acts and might strongly influence our language is remembering that God is omnipresent.  Sometimes I imagine God sitting in the same room as me.  That can be a very sobering thought.  Would I say the same things?  Would my work product improve?  If I was cleaning someone’s house for hire, would I do a little better job?  What if it was God’s house?  Would I clean it better than I am doing for the current client?

These things influence me and perhaps you as well.  In every little thing you do you can ask yourself if you would do anything differently if you knew Dad was watching you.  If the answer is, “Yes,” then you might just go ahead and improve upon what you are doing or saying because the truth is that He is right there in the room with you.  In everything you do, do it as unto the Lord.

1183. Wednesday, October 12, 2011

Ephesians 1: 9
He made known to us the mystery of His will according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him.

Too many times we pray “If it be thy will.”  1 John 5: 14 tells us that we have confidence that when we pray according to his will, he hears us.  Then the fifteenth verse of First John says that if we know that He hears us, then we know that we have the requests we have made of Him.  Today’s verse tells us that He has revealed His will to us.  Therefore, in taking these three verses together we discover that we should be receiving answers to our petitions because He has revealed his will to us and we pray according to that will.   To end a prayer with “if it be thy will” indicates that we do not know the will of God.  If we do not know His will how can we pray according to it?  Furthermore, how is it that we do not know the will of God when Ephesians 1: 9 says that He has made known His will to us?

Undoubtedly something is out of kilter here.  What is the problem?  Is it that we use that tag phrase out of habit?  Or do we not know the will of God?  Do we think it makes us sound holy and contrite?  God never told us to pray in this way.  1 John 5: 14 illustrates that we are to have bold confidence before Him.  Hebrews 4: 16 says that we are to approach the throne of grace with confidence.

We are supposed to enter His presence with confidence and lay our petitions before Him.  Our expectation should be that He will grant our requests.  And we can have this kind of confidence before Him because we know that He loves us and because we ask according to His will.  If we pray according to His will, then we need not add on “if it be thy will.”  

How can you know God’s will?  How did He reveal the mystery of His will to us?  The revelation of His will is called, in modern vernacular, the Bible.  You don’t have to seek God’s will about salvation for your family, for example.  He has already expressed His will.  Father God wants us to walk and live and function according to His will.  It would be a little ridiculous for Him to ask us to walk according to His will if He did not reveal His will to us.  You can have confident access to the Father through His word.  Pray confidently and boldly, expecting God to answer your prayers.   Take Him at His word.  Rather than insulting Him, it pleases Him for you to approach Him in such a manner.  When you know the will of God you should be able to make your requests with confidence.  Seek Him and His will through the Word and pray with trusting confidence.

1184. Thursday, October 13, 2011

Matthew 8: 2 – 3
And behold, a leper came to Him, and bowed down to Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”  And He stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.”  And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.

Do you want to know God’s will regarding your healing?  Well, here it is and stated about as clearly as you could hope.  Jesus says, “I am willing that you be healed.”  In other words, “It is my will that you be healed and whole.”  We know that if we pray according to his will, he hears us (1 John 5: 14).  And we also know that when He hears us we have the requests we make of Him (1 John 5: 15).  So now you can pray with confidence regarding healing.

The difficult part is in just believing His word.  We have to be able to take God at His word and that is not always easy.  But here is such a clear, simple and concise rendering of God’s thoughts on a topic.  There is not a lot of room for argument.  It is just difficult for us to just take God’s words at face value.  It costs us something to just accept His word on faith.  To do so means that we must accept responsibility for our healing.  We cannot just blame it on God any longer.  I cannot use, as an excuse, that God doesn’t want me healed; that it is not His will.  I have to face the truth that if I am not healed it might have something to do with me.

The one argument that some folks might make is that this story is for and about the leper alone.  There is a reason, however, that this story is in the Bible.  The Bible was not inspired and compiled for the leper.  The Bible is for us and this story is for us.  We must learn how to work with God and with His word, applying his teaching and leading to our lives.  It was for you that the Word was inspired.  The Bible is our operational manual; our “how to book.”  Our task is to learn to accept the wisdom therein and apply it to our lives.  

1185. Friday, October 14, 2011

Colossians 2: 2-3
. . . resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

The formerly hidden wisdom is no longer a mystery.  All of the knowledge and wisdom of God has now been revealed through His dear son.  Because Jesus has come to live inside of us the wisdom and knowledge of God is alive in us.  Isn’t that exciting?  I think so.  This verse so went off inside of me when I read it.  The understanding that came through and because of Jesus is in me and is inside you.  What a great revelation!  No longer do we have to be without wisdom, knowledge or understanding.  Now that we know that in Jesus are all of the treasures of the wisdom and knowledge of God, we appreciate that we have access to every answer we will ever need through him.

God intended that His wisdom would be known.  In the Old Testament times He sent prophets through whom He could reveal His ageless wisdom.  While there are modern day prophets, we have been blessed with even greater messengers of the truth.  God gave us His son who is truth and life.  Then He sent us the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth.  Thy word is truth O Lord.  

So, what questions do you have?  What do you want to know?  All wisdom and knowledge is yours through Jesus who lives inside of you.  

1186. Monday, October 17, 2011  

Colossians 3: 1-2
If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.

In the second chapter of Colossians Paul tells us that we have died with Christ and been raised with him.  In this chapter, Paul begins to turn his attention to the result of our having been crucified with Christ and raised with him.  The very first thing is that we must set our minds on the things above rather than on the things of the world.  This is a real reconstruction of one’s life.

Whereas we live our lives in this world, John 15: 19 tells us that we are not of this world.  So our thoughts are to be focused outside of the world too.  We are to set our mind on the things of Christ.  What are the thoughts of Christ?  What do you suppose he is thinking about?  What are the things that are important to him?  We are supposed to set our thoughts on those things.

It is so easy to be consumed with the things of this world.  Life is busy and there are many distractions.  We have to, therefore, make a concerted effort to think on spiritual things.  Paul tells us to “keep seeking the things above.”  That is to say that this should be a continual exercise.  So remind yourself to lift your eyes above the horizon and set your mind on those things above.

1187. Tuesday, October 18, 2011

Colossians 3: 8
But now you also, put them all aside; anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.

I am still surprised, at times, how many verses of the Bible have to do with our mouths; whether it be the negative uses that we are supposed to refrain from or the positive uses that we are to employ.  Obviously, this is a list of negative uses that Paul instructs us to put away from ourselves.  Now anger is not actually a form of speech, is it, but Paul knows very well that we are going to express our anger through unattractive language.  If we don’t deal constructively with our anger, then we are going to say something we ought not.  

Malice is the desire to cause pain, injury or distress to another (Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary).  So, again, it is not a verbal issue on its face but the examples given in the dictionary reflected verbal speech.  In other words, you can experience malice without giving it expression but many times when it does find an outlet that outlet is through unkind speech.

Slander is telling untruths about someone with the intent to harm that person’s reputation to a third person.  In the law, truth is a defense.  With God, it is not.  When you tell something about another person and the telling is likely to harm that person’s reputation in someone else’s eyes, then you are crossing God’s line.  He wants us only speaking those things which edify others.  If the words you are speaking do not build someone up, then they ought not to be spoken.  Gossip has no place in the mouth of a Christian.  There is no place for it in a Christian life.  You know the Lord of Hosts, the creator of the universe so pray for that person you were going to gossip about.  Become mature in the things of God.  

If you will guard your mouth, you will have accomplished much.

1188. Wednesday, October 19, 2011

Colossians 3: 9
Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices.

The second chapter of this letter from the Apostle Paul deals with our having died and been resurrected with Christ.  The old man with its evil ways died and was buried and the new man was raised in Christ and in his righteousness.  Therefore, since you have died to the evil of your former life, don’t lie.  Really, can it get much easier or simpler than that?

When was the last time you told a lie, even a little white lie?  If you can remember it, then now is a good time to ask your Father for his forgiveness and dedicate yourself to never telling another.  God is faithful to forgive but you must be the one who repents.  And when one repents that means that there is an intent in his heart and representation to the Father not to repeat the act for which forgiveness is sought.

Since you are now born of incorruptible seed, you should no longer lie to one another.  Your new birth, your resurrection is of Jesus where there is no sin, shame or guilt.  Sure, I know we are still working out our salvation and not yet perfect but there is no room for lying.  We should be moving toward the high goal of our calling in Christ Jesus and that just is not compatible with telling lies or even stretching the truth.

Notice that Paul calls telling lies an evil practice.  There is no room in your life for an evil practice.  You have been saved from the father of lies and have been translated out of his kingdom and into the kingdom of God’s dear son.  So put on proudly the garment of righteousness that Jesus won for you.  Do not participate with the father of lies, not even to the IRS.  It is not ok to lie in any sense or at any time.  Put it behind you.  Bury it with the old self.  You are a child of the king after all!

1189. Thursday, October 20, 2011

Philippians 2: 3
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself.

Whom do you regard as more important than yourself?  How long was your list?  The truth of the matter is that this is not how most people in our culture are raised.  Mostly our culture promotes rugged individualism and competiveness.  We all want to get ahead.  Then Paul comes along and says that “it is not all about me.”  It is about the other guy.  It can be tough to reconcile these two philosophies. And yet Paul seems so “matter of fact” in this passage; as if he expects everyone to follow this instruction.

Here is what I have noticed in my journey.  There are people who are really quite good at putting the needs of others first.  Mothers come to mind.  Sometimes they have even anticipated your need before you have a realization of it.  These people are amazing and surely put a smile on the face of God.  

Then there are those who are kind hearted but, unfortunately, self-centered.  They would give you the shirt off of their back (literally) if you asked for it but they are so self-absorbed that they never even realize that there is someone with a great need standing right next to them.  They don’t tend to be as generous or as good at giving as the first group but a large part of the reason is because of their self-absorption.  They are just so busy pleasing themselves and taking care of their needs.

Then there is the last group.  Unhappily, there are more of these people than one would guess.  These are the folks who not only are self-absorbed but are self-important.  In other words, they really do think it is all about them.  Not only do they spend all of their time gratifying their desires and passions, but they also expect you to do the same.  The world exists to please them.  These folks not only fail to see the needs of others but even once the need or desire is known, they still horde all for themselves.  They want everything their way and really nothing and no one else really matters.  As you can imagine, they are not very good givers.  You don’t want these folks on your Christmas list.

The first group of people looks for opportunities to give to and/or do for others.  The second group is happy to help you or give something to you but you have to get their attention first.  They can be generous but they can also be a bit obtuse.  The last group needs a lot of prayer.  They are the last to do for others and almost always consume more than their share of any resources, including time.  They are often the ones who make the loudest to do over the few altruistic efforts that they do participate in.

Certainly many people are in a migration from one group to another.  Hopefully we are all moving toward the first group.  If you cannot honestly, with God in the room, say that you are of the first group, then simply ask your Father to make you a more selfless, others-centered person.  Ask God to empty you of selfishness and conceit and to help you to put others in front of yourself.  If you think you are in the first group of people, then I caution you to make sure that is not empty conceit speaking.  You might want to say a prayer because I find that the people in that first group are some of the most self-effacing folks around and they never seem to be impressed with all their kind acts.  They always seem to be looking for ways to grow in their assistance and giving to others.

And with humility start treating other people as more important than yourself.  I know how difficult this may be but this is a directive from God through the apostle Paul.  Exorcise selfishness and conceit from your personality.  Believe me, you will be a lot more attractive to others when you are a little less impressed with yourself.  Put Jesus before your eyes continually and with a humble spirit seek to serve his heirs in grace.

1190. Friday, October 21, 2011

Isaiah 41: 10 – 12

Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.  Behold, all those who angered at you will be shamed and dishonored; those who contend with you will be as nothing, and will perish.  You will seek those who quarrel with you, but will not find them, those who war with you will be as nothing, and non-existent.

This is the scripture Father showed me yesterday.  After I read it I thought that I should send it for a “Word of the Day.”  Once I ran a search through my WOTD database, I realized that I sent it last year.  So I apologize if this is redundant but I needed to hear it again.  Maybe some of you do too and it is so full of encouragement.

I ran into a little issue yesterday and Dad immediately ran me to this scripture.  As soon as I read it I realized that I do have an advocate and a strong right hand.  Of course, by this time I had already allowed the situation to raise my blood pressure a point or two.  Really, I should have remained calm knowing that He is my God and that nothing and no one can contend with Him nor me in Him.  I should not have allowed myself to get anxious or agitated.  I am still learning how to turn to Him with a calm attitude and ask Him to take care of the situation for me.  I could have just remained peaceful rather than causing myself tension.  You see, we cause ourselves at least half of the stress that we feel.  I was definitely feeling it yesterday but I did not have to.  I could have just prayed and trusted and then awaited His deliverance.

Well, the good news is that I did pray although I was fairly aggravated.  The better news is that I sat out on the porch this morning in a tranquil state of mind, read my Bible and prayed about the situation.  Yesterday I figured that I was going to have to spend the better part of the day today working on the problem and making phone calls.  This morning after I prayed about it I just let it go.  I still thought I would have to work on it some today but I was much more relaxed about it.  By lunchtime I still had not done anything about it.  And then the telephone rang.  Someone called to tell me that she had made a call regarding the situation and had spoken with someone who was very encouraging and cooperative and further that she had left a message for the department supervisor.  The caller had done everything for me and I didn’t have to make any calls.  What’s more, she had received a great deal of reassurance that the calamity of the previous day can and will be rectified.  I am praising my Dad for his goodness.  But I am also counseling myself.

I need never have gotten upset.  My anger did nothing to improve the situation.  It only made me feel bad.  I lost my peace, the peace that Jesus so kindly gave to me.  Why in the world I would let someone take that sweet peace is beyond me.  Ok, so I am not going to let them have my joy again.  

We really can trust God and He really will fix situations and problems for us.  This is a perfect example.  All I did was pray.  He did the rest.  He got someone else to make the phone call that I so dreaded making.  I didn’t have to deal with an unpleasant situation at all nor waste my time on it.  I could just sit in the presence of the Most Holy while He used other resources to confront the problem.  Isn’t that something?  Are you as amazed and impressed as I?  

So . . . this is a lesson in trust.  It is another lesson in learning how to work with Yahweh.  It is also a lesson on disciplining my flesh to obey the Word instead of letting my emotions steer the ship.  From this episode I have learned that I should remain calm and take my problem to God.  With full confidence I can expect Him to resolve my problems.  I need not let my emotions get stirred up.  I just need to lean on Him and let Him prove Himself my champion.  We’ve all just got to learn to trust Him to this extent and even beyond.  If I had really trusted Him from the beginning, I would have never gotten upset.  I would have known that He was looking after me and that those who contend against me are as nothing.  

Well, thanks for letting me preach to myself today.

1191. Monday, October 24, 2011

Psalm 23: 4
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for Thou art with me.

There are times when you have to walk through the valley of the shadow of death.  The point is, though, keep walking through.  Don’t stop and set up camp.  You’ve got a strong helper with you.  

Imagine walking through a dark alley full of villains.  That is something that you probably would rather not do.  But now imagine walking through there with a huge, powerful giant walking with you.  You still would rather not have to walk through the alley but at least you would have confidence that no one was going to bother you.  You cannot always avoid difficult journeys but it is good to know that your Father is with you each step of the way.  He never leaves you alone or forsaken.

This scripture reminds us that we have no cause for fear because we know Father God is with us.  Do not fear the evil that sometimes surrounds you.  You have no part with evil and your Father is well able to care for you even in the most dire circumstances.  Once we know that, we can move beyond obstacles with more confidence.

The other hazard that you face is in becoming too familiar with the problem.  That is why I say when you walk through the valley, keep moving.  Don’t pitch your tent.  This means to move through the problem.  Don’t adopt it and give it a room in your house.  Keep moving through the challenge expecting God to carry you through to the other side.  Sometimes people get their focus more on the problem than on God.  Don’t do that.  Keep your eyes fixed firmly on Jesus and His Father and let the problem drift from your focus.  Let God be the center of your view.  And walk through the valley knowing your Father is with you all the way.

1192. Tuesday, October 25, 2011

1 Thessalonians 1: 6
You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit.

I find it interesting that the church at Thessalonica received the Word of the Lord in such joy since it also came with tribulation.  As I read this passage, I really tried to put myself back to the time of this writing and imagine the trials that the early church must have endured for the gospel.  I marvel at the early Christians’ fortitude and am grateful that they stood through the tribulation.  Not only did they withstand the trials but they reveled in the glory and joy of the Lord even in the midst of trouble.  

Reading this caused me to wonder, “Would we be as joyful in our reception or defense of the gospel if we were tested for the gospel’s sake as the believers in ancient Thessalonica were?”  While there are challenges and affronts to the Christian faith in the United States these days, all in all we are free to worship the Lord of Lords and in no risk when we proclaim our faith.  It is “okay” to be a Christian in American society unlike Thessalonian, Roman or Jewish society of Paul’s day.  

Do we express the same measure of joy that Paul’s Thessalonian church did?  Is the joy of the Holy Spirit evident upon us as it must have been in the Thessalonian church?  I find myself doubting us and marveling at them.  And that is even without asking the harder question that this passage raises, “Are we imitators of Paul and of the Lord as was the early church.”

Do we take too much for granted in our freedoms?  Would our expression of our faith be more pronounced under duress?  One would tend to conclude that some people would probably become even more devout in their faith if challenged but many might simply fall away.  Sometimes our Christian faith is inconvenient in this present environment.  How much more so in a troubled climate?

This scripture reminds us to be grateful in what we have, to improve in our imitation of the Lord and his mercy and to be joyful in the grace that he has afforded us all.  We have plenty to be joyful about.  Let us, therefore, increase in our expression of his joy.

1193. Wednesday, October 26, 2011

Mark 8: 34 - 35

And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.”
This scripture is fairly familiar and perhaps does not invoke a great deal of notice because of its familiarity.  But look at it as it is written in the Amplified Version.  34 And Jesus called [to Him] the throng with His disciples and said to them, If anyone intends to come after Me, let him deny himself [forget, ignore, disown, and lose sight of himself and his own interests] and take up his cross, and [joining Me as a disciple and siding with My party] follow with Me [continually, cleaving steadfastly to Me].
35 For whoever wants to save his [higher, spiritual, eternal] life, will lose it [the lower, natural, temporal life which is lived only on earth]; and whoever gives up his life [which is lived only on earth] for My sake and the Gospel's will save it [his higher, spiritual life in the eternal kingdom of God].

I was especially astonished by verse 34.  I am certainly not that self-less yet.  We are to lose ourselves completely and have the gospel, the trinity and the service of God’s kids at the center of our sight.  For most of us, our worlds are so busy and full of events and “stuff” that it is sometimes difficult to find time to even fit God into our day.  

My thought, as I read this passage, was that this is Jesus’ definition and description of the Christian life.  It is his characterization of a Christian.  Wow!  The synopsis of this passage for me is that we are supposed to lose sight of self.  We are to become self-less or, to say it differently, we are no longer to be self-interested.  Can you really imagine what that would be like?  It is hard to even fathom.

One thing is that it would be very difficult to offend you or hurt your feelings because you wouldn’t be worrying and fussing over yourself.  If you have lost sight of your self-interest then why would you become offended because someone else failed to consider your interest?  

Much of what we do in a day is about ourselves so how radically would this way of living alter our lives?  Now, this is not meant as condemnation for there is now no condemnation in Christ Jesus (Romans 8: 1) but it can serve as a little wake up call.  We all need to be reminded that Christ is first.  He is our high priority and the focus of our lives.  Then comes everything else and finally ourselves.  We all need help in this area so don’t feel persecuted or alone.  But take this opportunity to realign your priorities a bit.  Are you being served by the people around you or are you serving?  Are you still a part of the “me” generation in your personality and traits?  Nudge yourself a little closer to Jesus’ self-sacrificing ways today.  Every inch closer is success.

1194. Thursday, October 27, 2011

1 Thessalonians 4: 13
But we do not want you to be uniformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.

Bless the Lord and bless Paul who gives comfort to all those who grieve over the death of a loved one.  Paul says that he does not want them to grieve as do the people who have no hope.  In other words, we have a reason to have hope.  Our hope is fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ and his father and ours.  He who raised Jesus from the dead is faithful to also raise our beloved ones from their sleep so that we will all be together again.

Paul is telling us that we do not have to grieve as one who is without hope.  People are so lost and without hope.  But we do not have to be in that same state.  Of course it is tough losing someone you love but what a great thing to know that we can have hope and be comforted.  Our sleeping are not lost to us.  In a while we will be reunited with them.  Our joy will be renewed.  Don’t lose sight of the comforter and the comfort he brings.  Do not be overcome like the hopeless.  Know that your loved one will be restored to you and you will have eternity to share with them.

1195. Friday, October 28, 2011

Isaiah 51: 12 - 13
I, even I, am He who comforts you.  Who are you that you are afraid of man who dies, and of the son of man who is made like grass; that you have forgotten the Lord your Maker, who stretched out the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; that you fear continually all day long because of the fury of the oppressor, as he makes ready to destroy?  But where is the fury of the oppressor?

This passage highlights so clearly the difference between God and man.  We have a powerful entity on our side, one who is well able to defend and protect us in all circumstances.  Man tries to cause us trouble but who is he compared to our God and protector.  Who is a person to come against you when the one who laid out the stars is your right hand and your constant companion?  Why should you fear man who perishes?  God is big, really big!  He is well able to save you in every situation and from every oppressor.

In all things, at all times, every day, commit your way to the Lord.  Invite Him into every aspect of your life and expect Him to be good to His word.  Allow Him to be your God and your Father.  And think about it, Jesus is your big brother.  Could you possible choose a better big brother than him?  I don’t think it is wise for anyone to pick on you because your big brother is certainly going to come to your rescue.  And while you are at it, tell the devil each morning that your big brother is watching over you.  Just remind him that you have put everything into God’s hands this morning and that if he wants to mess with you he is going to have to take on God.  That ought to get his attention.  And don’t allow yourself to fear man or the devil.  Our Dad is more than capable to take care of every need you have.  He is more than willing.  It is His desire to take care of you and bless you.

Just get it down in your spirit that the God who created this earth, you created the whole universe is your comforter, protector and everything else you need or want.  You don’t even have to ask Him to look after you; you just have to let Him.  It is His will to put you under His wings.  This is what He is saying to you today.  He has called you and formed you.  Fear nothing.  Just trust in Him.

1196. Monday, October 31, 2011

1 Thessalonians 5: 9
For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

This verse has everything to do with the personality and nature of God and is given to us by the Apostle Paul who had reason to know God’s character.  God’s ruling characteristic is love.  He is love.  He operates by love and his attitude towards us is one of love.  And yet many people have yet to realize this simple fact.  Sadly to say, some of those people are even Christians.  How can we, as Christians, not realize that God is made up of love?

I met a woman once who had a child with a birth defect.  She professed to be a Christian but strongly believed that this child was born disabled because of her past sin.  Now howbeit that the God and Father who sent His only son to earth to be tortured and die a terrible death in order to save us would then torture us with hardship?  How is it that our God was motivated by love to such a degree as to sacrifice His beloved son for us and yet now inflicts all sort of calamity upon us?  To think this is to not know the love of God.  John 3: 16 is one of, if not the most, well known verses in the Bible and yet we seem not to understand it at all.  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life (John 3: 16).  It was love that moved God and Jesus to a saving grace.  It was love that sent Jesus to that cross at Calvary.  The verse says that God so loved the world.  It does not say that He sent Jesus because He so loved those who love Him.  The verse specifically addresses God’s love and sacrifice to those who did not love Him.  While we were still sinners and lost therein, while we were still living in a worldly way God loved us so much that He nailed His son to that cross.  That is really amazing to me.  Even while Paul was persecuting the church and killing God’s kids, God loved him enough to ransom Jesus’ life for him.  I cannot imagine anyone committing worse sins against the church and God as did Paul.  And yet we see through the scriptures what mercy God showed to Paul.  Paul came to know the love of God intimately.  He knew the loving character of God.

God didn’t create us for wrath.  He created us for salvation through the sacrifice of his beloved son.  Does it even make sense that he loves us so much that he would destroy that which was so precious to Him and then turn around and torture and torment us?  That doesn’t make any sense to me.  If He loves us enough to martyr Jesus for us, then surely He loves us enough to care for and protect us.

How is it that we do not know God better; do not have a better understanding of his disposition towards us?  Why do we blame God for each bad thing that happens in our lives?  And what are we doing, as Christians, which has allowed this misconception of the nature of God to fester and spread?  There is a tormentor.  Why don’t people blame him?  Why do we, literally, let the devil get away with murder?  The devil is a liar and a thief but we Christians blame God when something goes awry.  

This is enormously disturbing.  First we need to get a personal revelation about the love of God.  You need to know that God loves you infinitely, beyond reckoning.  You are the light in His eyes.  Your life will change radically when you get a revelation of God’s loving nature and His personal love for you.  And there is probably not a one of us that has a complete revelation on God’s love.  We are all learning and growing still.  So meditate on God’s love today.  Spend some time actually thinking about a loving God and what that means to you and to society.  And allow God, increasingly, to express His love to you.

1197. Tuesday, November 1, 2011

Galatians 6: 7 – 9
Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.   For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.  And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.

This is a strong statement from Paul and carries the tone of a warning.  Do not be deceived! Apparently some people were being deceived.  They did not understand the principle of sowing and reaping.  Whatever you sow, that also shall you reap.  Some were mocking God by believing that they could sow one thing and reap another.  Their behaviors were certainly in line with their beliefs.  Paul makes a correction here.  You cannot sow one thing and reap another.  You cannot sow turnips and reap tomatoes.  You cannot fool God or make His kingdom operate in a way other than the way He designed it to operate.  Therefore, whatever we wish to reap from the soil of God’s kingdom that is what we should sow.  Paul teaches us that we should sow to the Spirit of God so that we reap from the Spirit.

Also, I wish to remind everyone that the Fall Food Bank Fund Raiser is ongoing.  The project continues through November 16th.  All proceeds are going to the Laurens County, South Carolina food bank.  No funds are being retained for administrative costs.  To all of you who have already made contributions to this project, you have my heartfelt thanks.  You are a tremendous blessing and I am grateful for your kindness and generosity.  For those who have not made your donations yet, there is still time.  I know the kind intention of your heart and wish to thank you in advance for your thoughtfulness.  You are all a blessing to me and it warms my heart knowing the good that we are all doing together.  People are going to have a Thanksgiving dinner who, but for your kindness, would not have.  That is meaningful.  And please remember everyone counts.  Don’t feel that your small contribution doesn’t matter.  It does.  This is about all of us doing a little bit but accomplishing a great deal.

1198. Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Isaiah 58:  6 – 7
Is this not the fast which I choose, to loosen the bonds of wickedness, to undo the bands of the yoke, and to let the oppressed go free, and break every yoke?  Is it not to divide your bread with the hungry…?

The Lord was admonishing the Israelites over their “form” of service.  He told His prophet, Isaiah, to shout these admonitions to the Israelites.  It seems apparent that God wanted to correct their form of service to Him and for that adjustment to happen immediately.

The Israelites were performing the rituals and rites that they thought had been prescribed.  The problem was that they had retained the form of the service but not the meaning or purpose.  In fact, if you will read the entire chapter you will see that they were complaining against God because they were performing all of the prescribed rites, doing all that they thought they were supposed to do and yet He was not showing up in their lives the way they expected Him to.  Does this sound familiar? In this chapter God answers that.

He said they were holding to a form or righteousness but without the substance.  They were fasting to try to get God to move in their lives but were missing the more important parts.  And here is where you can so clearly see the New Testament in the Old.  You can see the coming of the new dispensation.

God’s words showed that while the Israelites were indeed fasting and spreading out their sackcloth in all of the symbolism of righteous service, they were forsaking their fellows.  There was no love in their service.  Their service, while perfect in form, i.e. they had the sackcloth and the ashes, was a stench in God’s nostrils because they were missing the larger part.  They were showing no compassion to their fellows, they were over-working their workers and they were contentious.  There is also the accusation that they were using their rituals to gain God’s favor and attention and then praying for God to move against other people.  They wanted to curry His favor but then use His power to harm others.  They had no revelation of the love of God and their fasts were repugnant to Him.

It is not rites and rituals that God wants from us.  It is loving service to our fellow humans.  God is telling us that the fast that He desires from us is to help other people.  He wants us to give up some of our selfishness and self-serving nature to give something to someone else.  He wants us to fast our self-centeredness and give and to others.  His power is to be used to break the yokes from our fellow human beings.  He will let you call down His power from heaven.  In fact, He has already sent the Holy Spirit to you so that you have His power and strength with you every day.  But His anointing and His power are not so that you can succeed against your competitors.  Sure God wants you to be successful but not at the sake of others.  He wants you to use your success and affluence to better the lives of others.  What makes us any different from the Gentiles if all we do with our wealth and power is buy more stuff for ourselves?

We, in the United States, have so much more than the rest of the world.   We have been very blessed.  And sometimes we go to church and do our best to act holy and reverential when there is an easy way to serve God right at our fingertips.  Do something for someone else.  It is easy.  Give something away.  Donate money.  When you kneel to pray, pray for others, pray for other nations even.  When you see an opportunity to break a yoke off of someone, take it.  This is the religious service God requires.  He is looking for us to let love move us to do something for one of His kids.  Can’t we love God enough to move out of ourselves for a moment?  

I adjure you by all that is holy, learn the proper fast.  It is not going a day without food that makes a proper fast.  It is the doing for others that insures a proper fast.  If you want to go a day without something, go a day without television and spend that time praying for people you know.  Go a day without buying anything for yourself, not even a coffee.  And if you want to go a day without eating, do so and give that money to feed others.  Go a day without considering your own needs and wants and give thought, prayer and resources to the needs of others.  Now that is a proper fast.
1199. Thursday, November 3, 2011

Isaiah 58: 8 - 9

Then your light will break out like the dawn, and your recovery will speedily spring forth; and your righteousness will go before you; the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard.  Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry, and he will say, “Here I am.”

This is what everyone wants and needs, for God to break through for us; to be our guard and bring, quickly, answers to our troubles.  And also, this is God’s desire.  He wants to be your constant help.  He wants your light to shine.  God has given His advice in this chapter so that He could get to this section and show you the result of the actions and attitudes that He suggests.  His correction is always because He is trying to get something to you.  He is trying to improve your condition.  

What precedes this section are the verses in which God teaches us the difference between a “form” of ritualistic service and true service.  He tells in verses 1-7 that performing religious rites, even if we perform them correctly and often, is not what He designed for us.  Religious performance does not serve the purposes of God.  He wants us to fast our lives; to give of ourselves to Him.  We serve Him when we minister to His children.  He wanted to shake the Israelites out of their ritualistic service to serving the needs of the community.  There were people who were hungry, homeless, naked and oppressed and He wanted the Israelites to look after the needs of these people.

The Israelites were fasting and performing their religious rites in order to get God to hear them.  They wanted to call God’s presence down to hear them and move on their behalf.  God told them that religious rites were not the way to accomplish that.  But feed the hungry, clothe the naked, house the poor and relieve the oppressed and He will break through like the dawn and your light shall shine.  If you want God’s attention, then getting your eyes off of yourself, fasting your self-awareness is a sure-fire way to do that.  When you serve His kids from a loving heart, you are dwelling in the Most High.  He will be constantly with you and anyway you turn, He will be there.

1200. Friday, November 4, 2011

Isaiah 58: 10 – 11
And if you give yourself to the hungry, and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then your light will rise in darkness, and your gloom will become like midday.  And the Lord will continually guide you, and satisfy your desire in scorched places, and give strength to your bones; and you will be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water whose waters do not fail.

These verses do not need a lot of explanation but consider that God says that your gloom will be like noon, the sunniest part of the day.  That is as bad as your gloomy day will ever get.  And He, Himself, promises that He will continually be with you to guide you and to care for your every need.  He will give you strength and health.  You will be living together in Him and Him in you and, therefore, His strength becomes your strength.  His living waters satisfy your thirst all day.

Living by God’s prescribed way is good for us.  We can spend all day and all week meeting our own needs and seeking our desires or we can let God, the Father of all, meet our needs.  He will meet all of our needs even our emotional and spiritual needs.  But the only way to get into God’s provision is to give of ourselves into the needs of others.  It is perhaps a harsh reality but only givers will find their way into God’s heart and his provision.

1201. Monday, November 7, 2011

Isaiah 58: 13 – 14
If because of the sabbath, you turn your foot from doing your own pleasure on My holy day, and call the sabbath a delight, the holy day of the Lord honorable, and shall honor it, desisting from you own ways, from seeking your own pleasure, and speaking your own word, then you will take delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride on the heights of the earth; and I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

Even here in the Old Testament, the keeping of the Sabbath as a ritualistic event was not what was actually important to God.  It was always the condition of the heart that interested God.  It is and always was the motivation of our hearts rather than our ritualistic actions with which God was concerned.

One time when I heard Kenneth E. Hagin speak, his message was on living a fasted life.  It made such sense and sounded very much like the message from the 58th chapter of Isaiah’s book.  Hagin taught that we should live every day like it was the Sabbath.  Every day should be filled with thoughts of and conversations with the Holy Trinity.  Every day is a Sabbath in the New Covenant because our God has come to live with us and in us.  There is never even a moment when God is not present.  So New Testament people are supposed to live an every day observance of the grace and might of the Lord.

Notice in this passage what the Lord prescribes as a Holy Sabbath.  It is not in refraining from work as many of us think of the Sabbath.  It is in the abstinence from thoughts of ourselves; fasting our self-interest and self-awareness.  When I heard Kenneth Hagin speak on this topic this was part of the critical message.  As we live a fasted life according to the Lord’s definition and instruction in Isaiah 58, then we fulfill the New Testament commandment of living a life motivated by love.  In other words, if we live a fasted life, meaning every day is as much a Sabbath as any other, then we fast our self-seeking ways as God describes in Isaiah 58: 13-14 each day.  When we resist seeking our own pleasures and our own ways, then we escalate the needs of others.  And when the needs of others supersede our thoughts of ourselves and our wants, then we are walking in the love commandment which is the one commandment that Jesus gave us.  

Observing a true Sabbath, according to God’s way of thinking, has very little to do with a Saturday or Sunday service.  That is not to say that I am against church services.  That is a patently wrong statement.  I wish for you to attend as many services as possible.  I want you to be constantly fed with the Word.  No, this has to do with taking God out of the box.  It has everything to do with serving our Lord heart, soul, mind, word and deed every minute of every day.

In the Old Testament, the children of God quite literally had God in a box.  It was called the Ark of the Covenant.  But now you are the Ark of the New Covenant.  God has come and made His home in you.  His words are not written on stone tablets resting in a man-made box.  His word is written on your heart.  You are the vessel of His grace and His covenant to mankind.  So, the Sabbath, the fast, and other religious rituals go with you everywhere you go.  If you want to satisfy the Sabbath requirements, if you want to fast, then look closely at the words of God presented through his servant and prophet Isaiah.  It is not the rite that God is seeking from you.  It is a condition of your heart.  He wants you to get you off of your mind and turn away from seeking your own gratification.  Turn your foot, for a moment, from the pursuit of your wants and desires and look to the needs of the kingdom.  That is the fast and the observance of the Sabbath that God is seeking from you.

1202. Tuesday, November 8, 2011

1 Thessalonians 5: 11
Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

The Bible is full of many comforting and encouraging scriptures.  And just like the Father has seen fit to send us words of encouragement, He also wants us to be providers of encouragement to others.

Everyone has a rough day every now and then.  When you do, it sure is nice if you have a friend who is full of good news.  Are you one of those people that others like to call when they have had a tough day?  It is nice being the person who has words of hope and encouragement when others need them. And God knows that we need encouragement.  The world around us is full of every kind of bad news.  One cannot listen to all of that without becoming discouraged.  But that is why Father has sent us the good news.  And His children are to be the bearers of this good news.

Regardless of the problem, no matter how dire the prediction, God is the hope.  He gives hope in every circumstance.  In a world drained of hope, you are the conveyor of confident expectation.  Without believers to carry the good news, there is despair.  So be an encourager.  Pick up the phone and call someone just to lighten their load.  Remind someone that Jesus loves them and that God is watching over them today.  They need to hear it.  And consider this my encouragement to you.  You are the light of the world and the beloved of God.  His eye is on you to perform great works in your life through the expression of His unending love.

1203. Wednesday, November 9, 2011

Isaiah 59: 1
Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short that it cannot save; neither is His ear so dull that it cannot hear.

Have you ever been in despair so deep that you thought that not even God could reach you?  Did you wonder if He heard your cries?  Take comfort in these words from Isaiah.  God is never so far away that He cannot hear every word you utter.  He is never out of reach.  Regardless of the gloom of a bad situation, He is ready, willing and able to reach His hand out to you.  Despite your feeling of unworthiness, His ear is tuned to your frequency.

It is true that we sometimes build walls of separation between ourselves and God but those can be broken through in the blink of an eye.  When you turn your face to Him, He hears you.  He is not sitting in heaven isolated from real life.  He is alive inside of you working in you and with you to bring about all that is needed and desired.  Of course He is not going to fulfill sinful desires but by now we should have out grown those anyway.  We are seeking His way.  His way holds the answers to prayers.

No matter how far a person has gotten away from God, He is always able to reach them.  He is still able to hear their prayers and He knows their hearts.  If you have a loved one who is lost, don’t despair.  God absolutely will hear their prayer and His mighty right hand will reach to the farthest corners of the world to lift them up.  He is listening; He hears us.  Let us keep praying and expect His hand to be present to do a might work. 

1204. Thursday, November 10, 2011

1 Thessalonians 5: 12 - 13

But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another.
Did you know that your pastor has responsibility before God for you and your Christian upbringing?  Did you know that he or she will have to stand before God and answer for his/her teaching?   What’s more, your pastor’s anointing and protection is a covering over you.

Perhaps even some pastors forget that they will answer for the care of the flock.  You are so very precious to the Lord.  He calls people into ministry to look after and serve His sheep.  And it is only those who are called and appointed by God who should go into ministry.  But then, we all should be in the fields to which God has called and gifted us.  Because you are so dear to God, He takes very seriously the appointment of ministers. 

Now I know that there are good ministers and others who maybe are not as gifted.  There are some you like and others who are not your favorites.  But take your thoughts about the ministers given to you and put them in the context of the verse above.  What is God saying about us and to us?  You see, regardless of your pastor’s weaknesses and strengths, Paul encourages each of us to esteem our pastors, ministers and teachers highly.  We are to treat them with respect.  If you have ever been close to a pastor, you will know what a difficult job pastoring is, but it should not be a thankless job.  His or her anointing is covering you so out of self-interest alone, you should guard and care for that individual.  And if you are not praying for your pastor, ministers and teachers daily, you are missing it.  These people need your prayers.  Who do you think are going to be the very first targets of the devil?  Your prayers cover the ministers even as all their work is intended to benefit you.

I have noticed in our culture that we have ceased to defer to authority figures of any kind.  We have brought all authority figures down and refuse to acknowledge that anyone has proper authority over us.  This tendency is not scriptural as you can tell from this verse alone.  God has put people in authority over us in order to help us, teach us and care for us.  We are to revere them for their work and the position they hold.  If they get out of line or we begin to think that they are making mistakes, then we are to pray for them.  God will discipline them as is His right.  He will not look kindly on those who mislead or mistreat the flock.  But let us understand that God has an expectation for us too and that is that we love and honor those He has given to us as keepers of the flock.  Be mindful of your pastor.  Take it upon yourself to care for them even as they carry their burden for you.

1205. Friday, November 11, 2011

Galatians 5: 6
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.

We know that as children of the King, we are supposed to live lives of faith but did you know that faith works by love?  It is love that inspires and motivates faith.  Look at this same passage from the Amplified Bible; For [if we are] in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith activated and energized and expressed and working through love.
Paul tells us that what matters in Christ is our active, operational faith as expressed and moved by love.  This brings Christ’s Love Commandment into sharper focus.  God has not given a list of rules in the new covenant like He did in the old, but the one commandment, Jesus said, is that we love one another even as he, himself, loved us (John 13: 34).  God doesn’t tell you something to do just to make your life difficult.  When He tells you something, it is always for your own good.  That is and has been true throughout mankind’s history with Yahweh.  The same, then, is true of the love commandment.  Sure it pays dividends to others but Jesus also wants to increase blessing in your life.  So he gave you the love commandment knowing that love multiplies faith.  And God is love, so when you mix love in your expression of faith then you have the almighty backing up your faith.  Does this begin to make sense?  If so, then you can begin to see how very difficult it is to move in faith without love.

Circumcision and non-circumcision in the Pauline letters generally refers to Jews as contrasted with gentiles.  I believe, though, that it this context you can read those expressions a bit broader.  I see in Paul’s statement all of the law, ceremonies and history of the Jews that the gentiles did not have.  I hear him speaking about the hierarchy of Jewish culture, the Pharisees and the priests.  He is saying that all of their formality and ceremonial righteousness avails them not.  But neither does the absence of those things in the gentiles impress any form of meaning.  Paul says, in effect, that your piety, good works, and religious service mean nothing.  All that has significance is your faith working by love.  Paul makes it simple by stripping away all of the complexity of religious service and boils it down to the basic principle.  And he makes it easier for us to follow the gospel in so doing.  Paul’s teaching brings us full circle in that his exposition illuminates Jesus’ one command.  We come right back to Jesus saying, “I give you only one commandment, ‘that you love one another, even as I have loved you’” (John 13: 34).  Now you can see why Jesus only needed to give us one rule.  Everything is embraced in that one.  It is not works that Jesus wants from us; it is for us to exercise our faith in the expression of love.
Monday, November 14, 2011

Philippians 4: 13
I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

There are two applications of this scripture that I want you to consider today.  First, when you face a task which seems beyond your means; when it seems too big, then know that there is one who is with you strengthening you and helping you.  You do not have to do this task alone.  There are times in each of our lives when the task before us seems insurmountable.  There are also times when exhaustion fills you and even the smallest project is a daunting task.  In these times we can turn to our Father who is able to do all things.  But see that He is still going to work with you.  Allow Him to minister to your heart and your mind.  In those moments when you think you don’t have the time to do all that you must, when your strength is insufficient for the task and the stress is getting the upper hand, stop and take a few minutes with Jesus.  Tell him that you need his help and then quiet your mind and your emotions.  Allow him to fill you and to give you the ideas and thoughts that you need.

The second application of this scripture is a logical extension of the first.  If I can do all things through God, then why should I do anything in my strength?  You can move into a space with God wherein you do nothing in your own strength alone.  And why should you do anything without Him.  Where is the wisdom in that?  God’s desire all along has been to be in a close interpersonal relationship with you.  He wants to be with you every day and help you in everything you do.  Every single task can be something you do together.  Doesn’t that sound fun as well as much easier than doing everything yourself.  Take God with you everywhere you go and let Him strengthen you.  Let Him fill you and let Him work through you and with you in all you do.  Then this scripture will come to have a very special meaning to you.

1206. Monday, November 14, 2011

Philippians 4: 13
I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

There are two applications of this scripture that I want you to consider today.  First, when you face a task which seems beyond your means; when it seems too big, then know that there is one who is with you strengthening you and helping you.  You do not have to do this task alone.  There are times in each of our lives when the task before us seems insurmountable.  There are also times when exhaustion fills you and even the smallest project is a daunting task.  In these times we can turn to our Father who is able to do all things.  But see that He is still going to work with you.  Allow Him to minister to your heart and your mind.  In those moments when you think you don’t have the time to do all that you must, when your strength is insufficient for the task and the stress is getting the upper hand, stop and take a few minutes with Jesus.  Tell him that you need his help and then quiet your mind and your emotions.  Allow him to fill you and to give you the ideas and thoughts that you need.

The second application of this scripture is a logical extension of the first.  If I can do all things through God, then why should I do anything in my strength?  You can move into a space with God wherein you do nothing in your own strength alone.  And why should you do anything without Him.  Where is the wisdom in that?  God’s desire all along has been to be in a close interpersonal relationship with you.  He wants to be with you every day and help you in everything you do.  Every single task can be something you do together.  Doesn’t that sound fun as well as much easier than doing everything yourself.  Take God with you everywhere you go and let Him strengthen you.  Let Him fill you and let Him work through you and with you in all you do.  Then this scripture will come to have a very special meaning to you.

1207. Tuesday, November 15, 2011

2 Thessalonians 3: 16
Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance.  The Lord be with you all!

Jesus is the Lord of peace.  In John 16: 33 the apostle John records Jesus telling his followers that his teaching, his words are given so that in him we might have peace.  In John 14: 27 Jesus tells us that he left his peace with us; that he gave us his peace.  So, it is only natural that Paul would pray for Jesus’ peace to be with his disciples in Thessalonica.  

And this is my prayer for you too.  I pray that every day the peace of the Lord Jesus will follow you in all your ways and that your heart may be ruled by peace.  I pray also that you seek peace; pursue it.

Because Jesus is the Lord of peace, when we get out of his will we lose our peace.  So following peace is great way to check yourself.  If you are at work and all of a sudden realize that your spirit is not at perfect peace, then back up and see if you can discover what caused you to lose your peace.  Address it right then and get your peace back.  It is better for your health and your emotions not to allow yourself to dwell in strife or unease.  Don’t allow circumstances or someone else’s bad mood destroy your peace.  Covet peace.  Become zealous in your defense of your peace.  Then when someone does some goofy thing, you will have a new perspective on their behavior.  You may find you are more willing to just pass it by rather than allowing it to upset your equilibrium. 

Jesus wants you to live your life in peace.  That is why he left his peace here for you.  So don’t let anything or anyone steal your peace.  Hang on to it vigorously and in the meantime, I am praying this prayer over you.

In his name . . . .
1208. Wednesday, November 16, 2011

2 Thessalonians 3: 3
But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.

There is much that can be said about this little verse.  First, we need to understand and acknowledge that there is an evil one and it is he who is our problem.  But secondly, and much more importantly, there is a good one too.  Jesus pointed to Him in his ministry.  He is Yahweh, the Father, our God.  And he is more than able to protect us from the evil one.  Remember Isaiah 59: 1 which tells us that our Father’s hand is not so short that it cannot save us.  Remember also Philippians 4: 13 where we learn that we can do all things through He who strengthens us.  When you combine those two verses you get this one.  Our Lord strengthens us and protects us.  And this verse adds another important element.  Our Lord is faithful.  

One Biblical principle is that everything should be confirmed by a witness of two or three.  What does that mean?  It means that God confirms His word.  He tells us things twice or thrice in order to confirm His message.  This helps us to be clear on the message and avoid confusion.  So another important aspect about this scripture is that it confirms two other scriptures.  It shows God’s consistency.  

So, God is faithful.  We would all accept that I think.  But He is also communicating to you that His faithfulness, while it extends to all matters, is specifically applied to strengthening you and protecting you.  You have His word on that.  Now, every morning hold this verse up before your eyes and remind yourself and God that you have His word on these two important topics and that you are accepting His strength and His protection this day.  Then thank Him that He is the God of more than enough.

1209. Thursday, November 17, 2011

Isaiah 1: 19 - 20
If you consent and obey, you will eat the best of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.  Truly, the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

So, God has spoken.  Then I guess it is just up to us to choose whether we want to be devoured or want the best of the land.  It seems a pretty easy choice to me.  One must wonder, then, why so often we choose destruction by the sword rather than the greatest gifts of God.

Obedience to God is really not such a bad deal.  Everything He tells us to do is for our well-being.  He wants to bless His kids but sometimes we just won’t’ let Him.  That is ridiculous, isn’t it?  Why do we disobey Him?  There are two big reasons that come to mind.  Sometimes it is simply inattentiveness.  He is speaking but we fail to listen.  I know I did that one time in particular.  Then when I consented to obey Him I realized that He had been speaking for quite a while.  I had successfully blocked Him out.  Why?  I guess I really didn’t want to hear what He was telling me to do.  I sure am glad that I finally listened to Him though.  He was trying to bless my life but what I was hearing didn’t make sense to me.  I learned trust though and I am so glad that I did.  

The other big problem with obeying God is deception.  Sometimes we give more consideration to the lies of the devil than to the words of the Lord.  We allow that deception to rule our lives instead of obedience to the Word.  Ok, let’s be honest…that is just stupid.  And there is probably not one of us who has not allowed deception to keep us from the true course.  So often we believe that God is trying to get something from us or make unreasonable demands on our time or resources when it is really just the opposite.  God wants to multiply you.  Ever since the Garden of Eden, God has been trying to multiply the substance of His people.  And ever since the Garden of Eden we have been believing the devil instead of God.

So . . . what has God been telling you?  Is there something that God wants you to do that you have denied.  Do you really think it is in your own self-interest to disobey God?  Really?  Even without today’s verse, don’t you imagine that obeying God is a better course of action than disobeying Him?  Trust me in this, God wants to do something wonderful in your life.  He has your welfare right in the center of His heart.  As a matter of fact, He cares about the course of your life even more than you do and He had that great interest even before you were born.  Quit lying to yourself and also believing the lies of others.  Follow the truth and you cannot get lost.  He, the truth (Jesus), came to save the lost.  Whatever God has told you to do, get in a hurry about it and do it right now.  The mouth of the Lord has spoken.

1210. Friday, November 18, 2011

Psalm 26: 16 – 17
Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted.  The troubles of my heart are enlarged; bring me out of my distresses.

Loneliness and sorrow can be a big problem; and there are few who have not felt the sting of troubles the way that David expresses them in this psalm.  But there is good news.  His name is Jesus.  Never more do we need be alone or ever feel lonely.  

When we get a full revelation of God with us, then that feeling of loneliness disappears.  That is not to say that you will not still crave human companionship.  It just means that you will not need it in order to feel good.  I used to be a person who was not good at being alone but since I have received an expanded revelation of God with me, I am never alone anymore.  I even crave alone time now.  I like being alone with just God.  I don’t need people around me all of the time now.  And even if I am alone for a long period of time, I am more than okay.  That is a big change and a welcome one.  

There is a downside to having a big revelation of God with you.  Last night I was walking through a parking lot to my car.  As I walked, I looked at the sky and noticed that there were very few stars showing.  I concluded that there must still be a lot of clouds left over from earlier in the day.  Well, without thinking about it, I just shared that conclusion with God; out loud.  It took a moment to realize that I was talking out loud to someone that no one else could see.  So you might look a little crazy when this revelation fills you up but you won’t be lonely anymore.

1211. Monday, November 21, 2011

1 Thessalonians 5: 18

[I]n everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

This is the week of giving thanks.  Let us remember that Thanksgiving is a time to celebrate our Judeo-Christian heritage.  I think some people have forgotten to whom the thanks goes but we have the privilege of raising grateful voices to the King of Kings, He who has granted all things and given us all things to richly enjoy.

God has given us so much, He has provided for our every need.  It is a very small thing for us to give thanks but the real secret of this verse is to develop a lifestyle of giving thanks.  The ultimate expression of thanksgiving is in thanking our heavenly Father for all that he has done for us, including sending his son to earth to save us.  We should also learn to thank people for all of the kind things they do for us.  This also brings glory to the Father.  When people are kind and generous they express the nature of God.  Part of our nature should be to be grateful and full of thanksgiving. 

So, during this Thanksgiving and Christmas season, make sure that you express your thanks to God for all of the wonderful things He is and that He does.  And while you are appreciating the Father make sure that you also say, “Thank You,” to the people who do so much to make your holidays special.  Develop a habit of being thankful and expressing that thanks to all who bring good things to your life.

1212. Monday, November 28, 2011

1 Timothy 4: 1
But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron.

The Holy Spirit spoke so clearly of these times that we are living in and when you read this scripture closely you might feel a bit forlorn.  But, fear not!  For every circumstance of trouble, our God has provided an avenue of deliverance for which we gratefully praise and lift up the glorious name of our savior, Jesus.

We have only to look around us to see how true the words of Timothy are demonstrated in our communities.  People have fallen from the faith by the tens and thousands.  All about us people are deceived and led astray.  But thank God that this was foreseen and that God provided the means to keep us anchored in an otherwise tumultuous time.  You see, God has given us His Spirit to lead us; He has given us anointed teachers of the gospel; He has raised up apostles, prophets, pastors and evangelists to point out the way.  However, the most important gift He gave is His Word.  

It is by the Word that the Holy Spirit most often leads us.  It is the Word, above all else, that keeps us affixed in truth when all the world about us is filled with deception.  Jesus is the Word and Jesus is the truth (John 1: 1, 14, John 14: 6).  Therefore, when we are established in the Word, then we are established both in Jesus and in truth.  When we are firmly rooted in the Word, we are not easily led astray.  And although our precious Father has provided anointed women and men to lead us in the way, the prophecies also tell us that there will continue to be deceivers sown into the body for the purpose of leading the chosen off course.  But the Word is a safety harness.  When we follow the Word of God, we will never follow a pretender.

So be comforted and be encouraged in Jesus because in every need, in every situation, God has provided.  Be established in the Word and glorify Jesus.  Cover yourself in the protection and grace of the Word and be blessed.

1213. Tuesday, November 29, 2011

Psalm 31: 1 – 3
In Thee, O Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be ashamed; in thy righteousness deliver me.  Incline Thine ear to me, rescue me quickly; be Thou to me a rock of strength, a stronghold to save me.  For Thou art my rock and my fortress; for Thy name’s sake Thou wilt lead me and guide me.

The Lord is our rock, our strength and our protection.  He is a secure place where we can hide from the troubles of the day.  He is stronger than the rock of Gibraltar, and that is saying something.  When we hide ourselves in Him, we are where no harm can reach us.  

Every day we can make the same affirmation that David made in this passage, “In Thee I take refuge.”  That is your right as a child of the most high.  That is also God’s desire for you.  He wants to protect you and keep you safe from all of the world’s troubles.  In the references to the above passage, the translators also included the word “protection” for “strength”.  In other words, the Hebrew word which is translated here as strength includes the concept of protection.  It is protective strength, if you will.  And it is this protective strength in which you can clothe yourself.  It is God’s will for you.

He is a loving Father and a mighty God.  Those two aspects of His personality combine to cover you with His protection.  So pray this simple little prayer over yourself daily and pray it over your children as well.  You are the children of the King.  That fact certainly affords you some favors and the protective power of the king is one of them.
1214. Wednesday, November 30, 2011

Psalm 31: 4 – 5
Thou wilt pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me; for Thou art my strength.  Into Thy hand I commit my spirit; Thou has ransomed me, O Lord, God of truth.

This passage is a continuation from yesterday’s selection.  These two verses put one in remembrance of Jesus.  The fifth verse has David committing his spirit to God just as Jesus did on the cross (Luke 23: 46).  After committing his spirit to God, he proclaims that God has ransomed him.  We likewise have been ransomed but we were ransomed by the blood of Jesus.  Then David acknowledges that our God is the God of truth.  Well, we know that in John 14: 6 Jesus declares that He is the truth.

The similitude of this passage with New Testament doctrines that we know so well highlights an important principle.  God has not changed.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13: 8).  Why is this important?  While there is dissimilarity between the old covenant and the new covenant, we need to understand that God is the same.  He has not changed His mind.  His promises are for yesterday, today and forever.  What has changed is the timing and the delivery system.  We have Jesus and the shed blood.  The Messiah has been sent. The promise of the Holy Spirit has been fulfilled.  So we have a much better covenant based on better promises and sealed in the blood of Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  That is to say that all is better now than it was under the old covenant.  So as wonderful and powerful as God’s promises were under the old covenant, they are substantially better, gloriously better under the blood bought covenant of Jesus, the Christ.

This means that the confidence that David had in the promises, protection and presence of God pale in comparison to the confidence that you can have in the loving attentiveness that God has for you in the blood washed covenant of Jesus.  How much more significant are God’s promises to us who are under the blood of Jesus than to those who had only the blood of animals.  So, if David could call on the Father, in confidence, to save him from the snares that were laid for him then how much more surety have you that God will likewise save you?  I would guess the answer would be “substantially more.”  

Bless God for His promises and His love.  Not only are all of His promises of yesteryear for you today, they are stronger and more powerful than they ever were because they are now sealed in Jesus.  What is it that you need today?  What do you want?  All of His promises are yea and amen in Christ (2 Corinthians 1: 20).  

Do you like today’s verse?  It is yours in Christ Jesus along with any other promise of the Old Testament.  God has not changed but your position in Him has because of Jesus.  Hallelujah!

1215. Thursday, December 1, 2011

Genesis 12: 1
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you.”

Sometimes the call of the Lord looks like a call to sacrifice.  We think like Abraham must have thought when God called him that we must give up everything that is important to us in order to follow God.  Many of us have confused the call of God with sacrifice instead of blessing.  The truth is there is always a price for everything.  When you begin the process of buying a new car or a new house you always find that there are compromises.  You have to give up one thing in order to get another that you want.  It is like this with everything but the point is that sacrificing one thing may just be the way to get something else that you want more.  You may find that there are things that you miss about your old house even if your new house is significantly better.  

Abraham did have to give up everything that he knew.  He left his family and his friends.  He gave up being a part of his father’s established household.  He gave up his way of life.  Surely, this was very difficult thing to do.  Imagine being called away from everything you know and plunged into an entirely new way of life.  Some of you have experienced this very thing.  So you know how alarming this calling must have been to Abraham.  But as I have said before, Abraham made his mark through his obedience as well as his faith.  How much faith did Abram have at this point in his life?  Did he believe the promises of God or was he compelled purely out of obedience.  We don’t know but it is a fair speculation that Abram needed faith, trust and obedience to move him out of his comfortable life to a land that he did not know.  Through obedience you will learn faith; that I know.

So Abram packed up his belongings, and he and his wife, Sarai, along with Abram’s nephew, Lot started out for the new land.  How did it turn out for Abram?  Well, the price of obedience is blessing.  That is how God works.  And God blessed Abram super-abundantly in every aspect of his life including his finances.  “Now Abram was extremely rich in livestock and in silver and in gold (Genesis 13: 2).  And although this is scriptural, it is where folks start having trouble.  They are alright with God blessing Abraham and Sarah with a child late in life but don’t mention that God gave them that filthy lucre too.  People lose their religion right there.  The truth is that many of us need to lose our religion and get back to the Word of God.  You see, God wants to bless you in every single area of your life.  His blessing anoints everything you do and everything you have.  His blessing is not easily contained; it flows to every corner of your life just the same as it did for Abraham and his family.

The message I wish for you to see in this passage and that which follows it is that even though God may ask you to part with something or to give up something it is only because He wants to bless you.  God is not trying to get something from you except to the extent that it is blocking you from receiving what He is trying to give to you.   He is trying to bless us.  In order to receive all of His best, we need to learn obedience, trust and faith.  And we need to learn to listen to Him, His Holy Spirit and the Word.  If they seem to contradict our doctrines, then perhaps it is time to revise our doctrines.  God is calling you.  He has done a lot of work to get His blessing to you.  Now, receive in the name of Jesus.

Friday, December 2, 2011

Genesis 12: 2 - 3
1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you;

2 And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing;

3 And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.  And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Christians and Jews are very fond of blessing one another as well we ought be.  We say, “God bless you” when someone sneezes and we bless our food before we eat.  We say “Be blessed” and so many other sentiments of blessing.  This is all very good.  But we, perhaps, have not spent an abundance of time thinking about the source of the blessing other than that it derives from our Father.  This passage, though, is the beginning of the blessing.

God started out with humanity in the Garden of Eden.  As soon as God formed the man and woman, He blessed them (Genesis 1: 28).  But then man fell from grace, and with him the blessing.  Then came Abram and God established His covenant with Abram (Abraham) and blessed him.  So the blessing re-entered the earth through the covenant between God and Abraham.  And the blessing followed the descendants of Abraham through the ages.  But what of the rest of us?  What about those who are not descendants of Father Abraham?

Fast forward 2000 years and we find Jesus crucified on the cross.  And what has this to do with the blessing?  “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us – for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’ – in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles”(Galatians 3: 13).  And it was this blessing of which Jesus preached.  Behold the kingdom of God is at hand and has come nigh you.  

This is the good news of the gospel.  It is not only that Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law.  While that would be enough, that was not the fullness of God’s intent.  God fully intended, as can be seen from Galatians 3: 13, that the blessing of Abraham be extended to the Gentiles.  Why, one might ask, was it so important to God that we all receive the blessing?    Why would God hang Jesus on a tree so that we could receive this blessing from Him?

Honestly, that answer is a large as the Bible itself because the whole story from Genesis to Revelation is the full answer.  The short answer, though, is most precisely seen in Genesis 12 and Deuteronomy 28.  When you read those two chapters you find that the answer is this; in the blessing is everything that pertains to life and godliness and in the curse is everything pertaining to death and unrighteousness.  When God put Jesus on the cross for you he meant to introduce the fullness of the blessing back into the lives of His people.  He saved you from death (the curse) and translated you into the kingdom of his dear son.  And just like God called Abram to a new land which was the land full of blessing, flowing with milk and honey, God has called you to a new land, the kingdom of His dear son wherein is life.

Jesus said it more eloquently than anyone in his concise statement in John 10: 10.  “I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly.”  So where are those who want you to lead a less than abundant life?  Who says that being a Christian means to live a sparse life?  That is heresy.  It has to be because it is a direct contraposition with the Word of God and with Jesus himself.  There is no higher authority to whom we can look than the persons of the blessed Trinity.  If we shall not abide by those things which are proclaimed by the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, then we cannot rightfully call ourselves Christians.
So I issue a warning: beware of those who preach against the blessing.  Although they may not even realize it themselves, they are preaching against the life that Christ died to bring to you.  In Christ is the fullness of everything.  He is rich in love, joy, health, wealth, peace and every good thing.  There is no want nor lack in him.  There is no curse in him, no death, only life.  Call on the name of the Most High.  Be filled with the fullness of Christ and live to his glory.

1216. Friday, December 2, 2011

Genesis 12: 2 - 3

1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you;

2 And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing;

3 And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.  And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Christians and Jews are very fond of blessing one another as well we ought be.  We say, “God bless you” when someone sneezes and we bless our food before we eat.  We say “Be blessed” and so many other sentiments of blessing.  This is all very good.  But we, perhaps, have not spent an abundance of time thinking about the source of the blessing other than that it derives from our Father.  This passage, though, is the beginning of the blessing.

God started out with humanity in the Garden of Eden.  As soon as God formed the man and woman, He blessed them (Genesis 1: 28).  But then man fell from grace, and with him the blessing.  Then came Abram and God established His covenant with Abram (Abraham) and blessed him.  So the blessing re-entered the earth through the covenant between God and Abraham.  And the blessing followed the descendants of Abraham through the ages.  But what of the rest of us?  What about those who are not descendants of Father Abraham?

Fast forward 2000 years and we find Jesus crucified on the cross.  And what has this to do with the blessing?  “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us – for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’ – in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles”(Galatians 3: 13).  And it was this blessing of which Jesus preached.  Behold the kingdom of God is at hand and has come nigh you.  

This is the good news of the gospel.  It is not only that Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law.  While that would be enough, that was not the fullness of God’s intent.  God fully intended, as can be seen from Galatians 3: 13, that the blessing of Abraham be extended to the Gentiles.  Why, one might ask, was it so important to God that we all receive the blessing?    Why would God hang Jesus on a tree so that we could receive this blessing from Him?

Honestly, that answer is as large as the Bible itself because the whole story from Genesis to Revelation is the full answer.  The short answer, though, is most precisely seen in Genesis 12 and Deuteronomy 28.  When you read those two chapters you find that the answer is this; in the blessing is everything that pertains to life and godliness and in the curse is everything pertaining to death and unrighteousness.  When God put Jesus on the cross for you he meant to introduce the fullness of the blessing back into the lives of His people.  He saved you from death (the curse) and translated you into the kingdom of his dear son.  And just like God called Abram to a new land which was the land full of blessing, flowing with milk and honey, God has called you to a new land, the kingdom of His dear son wherein is life.

Jesus said it more eloquently than anyone in his concise statement in John 10: 10.  “I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly.”  So where are those who want you to lead a less than abundant life?  Who says that being a Christian means to live a sparse life?  That is heresy.  It has to be because it is a direct contraposition with the Word of God and with Jesus himself.  There is no higher authority to whom we can look than the persons of the blessed Trinity.  If we shall not abide by those things which are proclaimed by the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, then we cannot rightfully call ourselves Christians.

So I issue a warning: beware of those who preach against the blessing.  Although they may not even realize it themselves, they are preaching against the life that Christ died to bring to you.  In Christ is the fullness of everything.  He is rich in love, joy, health, wealth, peace and every good thing.  There is no want nor lack in him.  There is no curse in him, no death, only life.  Call on the name of the Most High.  Be filled with the fullness of Christ and live to his glory.

1217. Monday, December 5, 2011

John 14: 6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.”

There are four essential truths in this scripture.   Jesus is truth and all who abide in him must therefore abide in truth.  Jesus is the life.  All who have life have their life in Jesus whether they recognize it or not.  He is the life and he came that we might have abundant life (John 10: 10).  I wish to focus today’s message on the other two parts of this disclosure from Jesus about himself.  He is the way and none come to the Father apart from him.

Jesus is the way.  There is no other way.  He is it.  He is the way of life, he is the way of truth, he is the path we each must follow.  He leads us in the paths of righteousness (Psalm 23: 3).  Jesus is the way to every success, to salvation, to healing and any other good thing you wish to name.  He is the way to emotional healing and spiritual maturity.  He is the way to valid, healthy human relationships.  But most importantly, he is the way to the Father.  None go to the Father except by way of Jesus.

Salvation is through Jesus unto the Father.  None of are saved or have association apart from Jesus.  Our right standing with the Father is in Jesus (2 Corinthians 5: 21).  You have the right to go boldly before the throne of God (Hebrews 4:16) but it is only because Jesus bought that right for you.  Jesus restored humanity to the Father through the redemptive power of his shed blood.  Without that redemption we have no place in the Father’s kingdom.  We were lost and in a fallen state.  But Jesus took that sin upon himself so that we may stand in the presence of God who is holy and pure.  Jesus’ blood washed us clean of the sin that stood between us and God.  Without that blood our sin stain is an absolute bar from our being able to enter into the holy presence of God.

And that is one of the reasons this season along with Easter is so precious.  God gave.  He was the first to give.  And He gave the dearest, most expensive gift anyone ever could.  As we give gifts this Christmas season, it is in honor and celebration of the first gift.  The gift of a child; a child sent into the world to take upon himself all of the sin, hate and filthiness of the world, a child who would restore us to relationship with our Father.  God knew that even as people in Bethlehem were celebrating the birth of the Messiah, that this child would grow up to hang upon a cross for each of us.  Because of the blessed gift we now have a way to the Father.  We have been forgiven and restored like the prodigal son.  Jesus is the way.  He created a way for us and leads us in that path of righteousness for his name’s sake, for the glory of the Father and for our redemption.  Hallelujah!

1218. Tuesday, December 6, 2011

Matthew 23: 25 - 26

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence.  You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also.

Jesus is preaching on the hypocrisy of the church leadership and in this passage he is speaking directly to them rather than to others about them.  He says that they are spending too much time and attention on the outside appearance rather than on what is on the inside.  He is talking about people here and using the cup and dish as an example.  Notice that Jesus is not saying that they (the Pharisees, etc.) are busy cleaning up their own appearance.  No, Jesus is talking to them here as ministers.  He is saying to them that they spend their effort dressing up the outside of the convert or proselyte rather than attending to the internal transformation of the new believer.

I would like to say that we have learned our lesson today at the expense of these Pharisees but the truth is that many ministers and church elders fall into the same trap.  We forget sometimes that the transformation must come from the inside to the outside.  Evangelist and preacher Jesse Duplantis says it this way.  He says we must catch the fish before we skin it.  So many of us are trying to correct people and change their behaviors when what they really need is to hear about the love of God.  You’ve got to catch that fish before you can skin him.

This applies to each of us in our own lives too.  We need to understand that our own   metamorphosis happens from the inside out.  It is the love of Jesus inside us that transforms us.  Don’t get me wrong.  I am not saying that we do not have to take an active part in our change.  I am just saying that we cannot change ourselves, that we need the power of God to manifest effective and permanent change in our lives and in our personalities.

As ministers of the gospel it is important that we take care in our preaching.  People need to be taught what the scriptures say about right and wrong behaviors.  But we live under a covenant of grace rather than law.  The law was not invalidated.  It was fulfilled in Jesus.  Likewise, our transformations are going to take place not in the law but in Christ Jesus.  And it is not just a matter of going to church.  As Joyce Meyer says, “Sitting in the garage does not make you a car.”  So sitting in church isn’t going to make you holy.  Your spiritual growth, your transformation will result from the effort you apply to the teachings of the Bible.  You must spend your own time with your Bible and in prayer.  

It is not enough to read some canned Bible study.  You are not going to be transformed on the basis of someone else’s study.  I am not saying that reading books by anointed Bible teachers won’t help you, not at all.  As a matter of fact, I highly recommend Battlefield of the Mind by Joyce Meyer if you really want to grow.  But it is not just in reading the book that you gain the benefit.  You must apply the lessons you read there.  You have to go before the Lord with your issues.  You need to confront the truths about yourself and allow Jesus to be Lord of them.  When you allow Jesus to speak to you, when you allow him to correct you and then you honestly and fully yield to him, you receive such grace and peace as to make change a comfortable and rewarding experience.  Just understand that true growth and transformation must come from within.  Otherwise, it is just Pharisaical nonsense.  It is a pretty robe adorning a corpse.  And just like Jesus was able to see through the Pharisees, other people see right through your polished exterior.  But the good news is once you clean up the inside, the outside will manifest the glory of God.  Hallelujah!

1219. Wednesday, December 7, 2011

Habakkuk 1: 5
Because I am doing something in your days – you would not believe if you were told.

God is doing something in your days too.  He is doing a work about which you do not know.  He has not told you about it yet because you could not believe even if you were told and that unbelief would sabotage the thing that He is doing for you.

Some of you have been waiting for a move of God for a long time.  God wants you to know that He is moving on your behalf, so trust Him.  Do not fall into doubt and unbelief.  That doubt and unbelief interferes with the thing that God wants to do in your life.  You must stand in faith even while you do not see what He is doing.  Let it be enough for you to know that He is working on something for you.  Sometimes it is best to let things work out in the background.

The entire Bible works together; all of the verses work together to give a comprehensive plan for what God wants for you, has planned for you and is bringing to pass.  Today’s verse is well combined with any of the verses on faith and/or trust.  If you can take this word of the Lord, that He is working on something for you, on faith and just trust that He is bringing it to pass, then you can move on to thanksgiving.  You can go ahead and receive into your heart that which God is doing for you and begin to thank Him for it each day.  If you really accept that He is working on something for you, then you will not feel compelled to pray for it every day.  You will actually feel like giving Him thanks.

Lift your eyes to heaven because God has a wonderful plan for you and He is working it out right now.  Help Him to bring it to pass by believing Him and trusting Him.  You have good days before you.

1220. Thursday, December 8, 2011

2 Timothy 3: 2 – 5
For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.

Does this sound familiar?  The verse one says that difficult times will arise in the last days.  Those difficulties will arise because people will behave as described above.  It makes me think that we are living in the last days because we witness this kind of behavior every day.

I find these kinds of lists interesting because of what Paul includes.  Clearly, his intent is to describe mankind in a fallen state.  These are the characteristics that Paul says will be evidenced as we draw to the end of the age.  It would be interesting to ask a group of people what kinds of behaviors they would put together on a list to describe man’s deteriorated character.  Would we come up with the same kind of list?  Probably not.  Paul uses things like arrogance and self-centeredness to describe man’s character flaws.  He describes people who are gossips and are without self-control.  Revilers are people who subject others to abusive speech.  That is common today.

The worst part of this is that Paul is not talking about the unsaved heathen.  He is talking about the church.  He says that people will hold to a “form” of godliness but deny the power of God.  I see that happening throughout the church.  People, “godly” people, constantly make excuses for why the power of God will not work in today’s society.  The only reason it will not work is because we deny his power just as Paul predicted.

We are living in the last days, according to this scripture, and the warning that Paul issued in this passage is for us.  It is up to the church to awaken.  We must awaken individually as well as corporately.  We are to steer clear of people who are conceited, arrogant, revilers, gossips, lovers of themselves, etc.  Of course, we must first make sure that we have not fallen into these patterns ourselves since Paul warns that the people of the church will demonstrate these undesirable traits.  We have the Holy Spirit to help us if we have fallen under these bondages and prayer to help others but only if we stop denying the power of God.  We should not keep our eyes closed to the fact that these common characteristics are unwelcome in the presence of God and grieve the Holy Spirit.  We must also awaken to the good news of our Lord, that he can free us from such disagreeable manners and that he has given us the Holy Spirit to help us in all things.  We do not have to be under the yoke of bondage but rather, should be free.  It is for that freedom, after all, that Jesus came, suffered, died and arose.  Awaken O powerful church of the living God, awaken and let your voice and prayers be heard.

1221. Friday, December 9, 2011

Isaiah 48: 21
And they did not thirst when He led them through the deserts.  He made the water flow out of the rock for them; He split the rock, and the water gushed forth.

I love that God has always been full of saving grace.  His salvation if for life eternal as well as for the temporal life.  The Israelites, while wandering around in the desert, could not yet receive that grace that would save them from the damnation that their sins purchased for them.  They had to wait for the promised Messiah.  God could give them salvation, however, for every other need, and He did exactly that.  He gave them food right out of heaven so that they would not hunger and opened the rock so that it gave out water.

To me, this is a beautiful image of a very present God; one that is looking after His people to care and provide for them.  I love that God has always hovered over His people to take care of them as the good shepherd.  I have heard people talk about the God of the Old Testament and how He was a vengeful and angry God.  Sometimes I wonder if they have read the Old Testament.  He has always been a God of love.  Although we never deserved it, He has always loved us desperately.  He loves us more than any earthly parent has ever loved a child.  He loves us with every bit of His being.  He is love (1 John 4: 8) and it is by love that He interacts with the world.  It is what He is and what He knows.  And His love has no limits though we have at times tried His patience.  We absolutely deserve His vengeance to this day but the precious blood of His son that He gave up for us covers us.  So now we are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5: 21).  Hallelujah!

Now if God can and will open up a rock to provide water for a bunch of complaining folks who were not covered by the blood of the son, how much more will He care for the children of the lamb?  He is present in this moment to meet your every need.  You probably are not in desperate need of water but there is something that you need.  What is it?  Will you give that need to the Father and allow Him to meet that need for you?  He wants to, you know.  

1222. Monday, December 12, 2011

Psalm 27: 1 – 3
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the defense of my life; whom shall I dread?  When evildoers came upon me to devour my flesh, my adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell.  Though a host encamp against me, my heart will not fear; though war arise against me, in spite of this I shall be confident.

When you were a little kid, if you had a tough big brother you did not have much to fear.  Well, now you are an adult and the good news is that you have the toughest big brother ever.  Your big brother has already whipped hell, the devil and all of his minions.  If Jesus is the Lord of your life, then he is also your light and your salvation.  He, the Lord of lords, is the defense of your life.  Without regard to the power or influence of your adversaries, the Lord is master and he is already the guaranteed victor over them.

Now just determine first that you are not going to fight your own battles.  It is not really your job anyway.  And why would you want to war against your enemy when the Lord is standing right beside you to do it for you?  Your job is to pray and to apply your faith.  His job is to put down your enemies.

One thing that is so telling about David, as revealed by this passage, is his absolute confidence in our Lord.  The good news for us is that David well tested the theory of divine protection.  He proved to everyone that the Lord is able to defend his children because he was constantly in dangerous environments.  Like David, even though you may be surrounded by adversaries, you need not fear.  God is your strong defender and Jesus your salvation.  They will cause your enemies to fall before you while you stand singing praises.  Enjoy the salvation of the Lord.

1223. Tuesday, December 13, 2011

Psalm 27: 4
One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to meditate in His temple.

Yesterday we looked at David’s confidence in the protection of the Lord as expressed in the first three verses of this psalm.  In the fourth verse we glean a reason for David’s confidence.  He sought God with all his heart.  In seeking God, he found provision for every need.

In this passage, we can see David’s passion for God.  That passion drove David into the refuge of God’s arms.  In God’s presence he learned everything pertaining to security and to life generally.  We are blessed to have David’s memoirs on all that he experienced and learned.  The first, and I believe most important lesson we learn from David, is to run into the arms of the Lord; to seek his face at all times.  If we learn nothing else than that, I believe we have learned all we need.  Everything else is in our Father.  When we seek Him, we find Him.  And of course, when we have found Him, we have found the answer to every question and situation.  

So we have uncovered David’s secret to success.  Seek the Lord continually.  Then meditate in His presence.  Get quiet and listen to that small, still voice that is speaking to you.  Everything you need, everything you want is in the Lord.  Go to Him.  He is awaiting you.

1224. Wednesday, December 14, 2011

Matthew 28:19
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Recently I heard a preacher talking about the triune (3 in one) God that we serve.  He said that it is impossible for the human mind to comprehend the trinity.  God is three persons but He is also one.  There are not three Gods, there is only one.  I thought, when I heard this preacher, “Man, I am glad I didn’t hear him say that when I was a young Christian.”  Had I, I might never have understood this concept.  But God taught it to me all those years ago in such a simple way that anyone can understand it.

It is as simple as this.    Do you know any other triune beings?  Of course you do.  One is reading this sentence right now.  You are three parts in one.  You are a spirit, housed in a body and you have a soul; spirit, soul and body.  Now what is difficult about that?  If I touched your hand, wouldn’t you say that I touched you?  If a beautiful piece of music touched your soul wouldn’t you say that it touched you?  It didn’t touch your flesh but it sure touched you.  And what about that time you were in church or elsewhere and God touched your spirit?  That was still you.  See, you are a triune being but at the same time you are just one person.  

To my way of thinking, this reflects the most significant way in which we are made in the image of our Father.  I mean, did you ever stop to think what that phrase means “made in His image”?  It isn’t our ears and noses that mirror our Father.  He is three parts of a whole and so are you.  Now what is hard about that?  We are actually quite accustomed to this concept.  We just didn’t know that we are.

On a side note, there is nothing in heaven or earth that you cannot understand.  God has all wisdom, knowledge and information stored up for you.  That preacher should have remembered that.  Secondly, James 1: 5 tells us that if we lack wisdom all we have to do is ask our Father who gives to people generously and it will be given to us.  So there you go.  You have solved a great mystery today and you know where the box of answers is stored for every other mystery as well.  

1225. Thursday, December 15, 2011

Ephesians 5: 1


(Amplified)

THEREFORE BE imitators of God [copy Him and follow His example], as well-beloved children [imitate their father].

Do you want to know what it really means to be a Christian?  Well, here it is.  We are to imitate our Father.  You know that we are made in His image.  Because we are made in like manner to Him, we are also to pattern our behaviors after His.  This means more than just distinguishing between right and wrong.  That is just the “oh so obvious.”  The grown up version is that you are supposed to act like Him.  Do what He does, say what He says.  Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner” (John 5: 19).  

We should walk like our Father and talk like our Father.  We should emulate everything about Him just the way little children copy their parents.  If it was good enough for Jesus, then it is probably a good idea for us as well.  That is one of the great values of the Bible and even the Old Testament.  We can see how Father created.  We can observe how Jesus dealt with a problem.  We learn that we are supposed to use our mouths as a creative force and the love is the most powerful weapon ever known.  You see Father extending love when mercy was unmerited.  We find Jesus praying for his enemies.  We learn that in them we have power to affect the world.  

This is not just about sin.  Surely, by now you know the difference between sin and righteousness and do not need someone to point it out to you any longer.  This is about becoming the people God created us to be.  We have authority in the earth and we have ducked our responsibility in exercising that authority.  But God is showing us that we can be effective; our prayers really can cause dramatic changes.  You are a child of the King.  You have the authority of an heir apparent of the realm.

Allow the persons of the trinity to guide you and teach you the deeper things of Christianity for Christianity is more than just your sinner’s prayer. That was only the beginning, not the end.  You now have the keys of the Kingdom and God wants to promote you into a position of leadership in the Kingdom.  Come; hearken to the voice of the King.  In all your ways imitate Him so that you may be a proper and fully functional member of the royal priesthood in Christ Jesus.

1226. Friday, December 16, 2011

2 Timothy 4: 3 – 4
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.

If you are not being challenged in your church, then you might need to add some additional content to your spiritual instruction.  I heard Joyce Meyer teaching recently.  The message she had was very good but it was tough; tough to preach, tough to hear.  At one point, recognizing that there was a very real possibility that folks were taking offense at her message, she said that she might as well go all the way.  I felt great compassion for her.  I have heard her say many times that God did not give her a “dessert” ministry.  In other words, she does not get to be the one to deliver all of those sweet little pearls to the body of Christ.  God has tasked her with telling them the hard truth.  

Many people are exactly as today’s verse describes.  They do not want to be challenged with the truth but rather want to be coddled and told a few niceties and sent home.  Part of the reason for this attitude seems to be that people do not want to acknowledge any kind of authority figure at all.  Therefore, they do not want someone preaching to them from the pulpit as if that person has knowledge which is superior to theirs or authority granted from God.

We need to get over these ideas.  We must submit ourselves to God and to His appointed workers.  That is not to say that God cannot and will not speak to you directly but there are people who are specifically anointed for teaching the Word just as you are specifically anointed for what you do.  We should heed these people.

I don’t find it always easy to hear what I need to hear.  As a matter of fact, it is rarely easy when God is trying to get some major lesson through to me but I want to learn and I want to grow in the things of God so I relish that deep, challenging teaching.  When you attend church, you should be challenged to grow.  You should be confronted with issues about yourself.  When you are confronted with the truth about yourself, I can almost guarantee you that you are not going to like it.  But avoid the pitfall of becoming offended with the messenger or of criticizing the minister.  That is what the Pharisees did with Jesus.  Just because you don’t like the message doesn’t make it wrong.  People want their ears tickled but God wants to tell you the truth.  It is the truth that is going to set you free, not just a bunch of feel good messages.  If your pastor is not pushing your buttons every now and then, you best turn on Joyce Meyer or some other meat and potatoes preacher.  Get the Word of truth delivered to you even if it bruises you a little.  God needs strong people right now rather than just a bunch of lazy, dessert eating bumps on logs.  He is calling you to a higher level.  He is looking for a few folks that He can develop into generals.  As long as you think you don’t have anything to learn from God’s appointed ministers, are unwilling to grow, and too fragile to bear the truth, He cannot move you into the high position He has prepared for you.

For my part, I will try to deliver the unadulterated truth to you as God gives it to me.  I pray that I offend no one.  I love the days God gives me an encouragement message to deliver, but God has also called me to a teaching ministry and it is vital that I tell you the hard truth.  I want for you all that Jesus died to give you and I absolutely hate it when I see the devil stealing from you.  The truth is the weapon that God gave us to beat the devil with.  So, I apologize right now if I ever offend you or hurt your feelings but I can feel God pressing in, wanting ministers to begin teaching the deeper things.  We cannot do that until we get some of these fundamentals handled.

Don’t let your emotions rule your spiritual life.  Buckle down and ask God to grow you into the champion that He designed you to be.  You are God’s greatest asset.  Now, allow Him to develop the gift inside you.  Humble yourself before the mighty hand of the Lord and his appointed, anointed servants.

1227. Monday, December 19, 2011

John 3: 16
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

Although we don’t necessarily think of this as a Christmas passage, this is my Christmas message for you.  Most of us do a lot of giving during Christmas but I want to celebrate He who gave first, our Holy Father.  

It all began with a gift.  The Father gave His son.  His gift was motivated by love.  So, there is the real message of Christmas; for God so loved . . . .   Because God loved us, He felt compelled to give us something of great value.  So He gave the most precious gift of all, His dear son.  It seems, then, that true love causes us to want to give.

Three magi from the east saw Jesus’ star shining in the sky and discerned that a blessed babe had been born.  They travelled to Bethlehem and upon finding the child king fell upon their knees and worshipped him.  The next thing they did was to open their treasuries and give him fine gifts; gifts of frankincense, gold and myrrh.  At that time, frankincense and myrrh, which are each a type of tree resin, were very valuable, at least as valuable as gold.  They were used in the making of incense, perfumes and also for embalming.  So the three wise men gave Jesus very valuable gifts.  I believe their offerings were part of their worship.

It is no wonder that we celebrate the birth of the Lord with gift giving.  As you celebrate this special time of year, keep in mind the first gift; the giving of a child for the redemption and restoration of all of the peoples of the world.  Remember, that while you get presents on your birthday in celebration of your birth, it was your parents who gave you life.  Through God’s gift to you of the baby Jesus, He likewise gave you life.  Jesus is the life, so God sent His life into the world to save it from death and now because you believe, you have been born again from death unto life.  Hallelujah! Therefore, as you celebrate the birth of Jesus, don’t forget the Father who gave him to you.  Remember to say a special thank you to the parent who gave His only child for you.  Let His profound love fill you this Christmas season until it overflows.  And be blessed.

1228. Tuesday, December 20, 2011

Matthew 1: 21
And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.

Did you ever wonder about the name of Jesus?  I have heard quite a few teachings about the power of his name, praying in his name, that every knee shall bow at the name and that God has given him a name above all names.  And this verse did not make a whole lot of sense to me until I did some research.  

It turns out that “Jesus” was not even his name.  Now don’t get your feathers ruffled yet.  This is all going to make sense to you before I am done and I hope be a great blessing as well.  You see, Jesus, Mary and Joseph were all Jewish but the name “Jesus” is Greek.  So how do we get to the name Jesus?  I used Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance and E.W. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words to answer these questions as well as my Bible.

The first thing I found out was that “Jesus” is a Greek transliteration of Jesus’ Jewish name.  Ok, that’s cool.  Vine’s Dictionary specifically refers to this passage of scripture and tells us that “Jesus” is a transliteration of the Jewish name “Joshua” and that Joshua means “Jehovah is salvation” or “is the Saviour.”  Now how do you feel about today’s passage?  It makes perfect sense, doesn’t it?  Name him “he is the Saviour” for “it is He who will save His people.”  

As I kept digging, though, I found that his name probably wasn’t exactly “Joshua” but something very close.  When you chase all the references through you find his name was actually, Jeshua (Jesh’-u-ah) in its simplest spelling.  There have been other forms and spellings of the name though like Jehoshua and Yehowshuwa though it hardly matters to those of us who are not Hebrew scholars.  The main point is that when the angel gave direction as to what to name the baby he said, name him “savior of his people.”  Isn’t that wonderful?

Names were very important in Jewish culture which is why you see God changing people’s names at times, eg. Abraham, Sarah and Jacob.  So it makes sense that Jesus would be given a name that was meaningful.  Now imagine being one of those first Jewish people who heard about a virgin giving birth to a baby in Bethlehem, the prophesied city of promise, and then learning that the angels gave him the name “savior.”  I think they must have been very happy.  It is understandable why they celebrated his birth and gave him expensive presents.  And thank God that he fulfilled his namesake. He has saved each and every one of us.  Praise be to his name forever!

1229. Wednesday, December 21, 2011

Isaiah 7: 14
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign; Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.

Matthew 1: 23

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.” 

You know that Immanuel is one of Jesus’ names.  It means, as the scripture reveals, “God with us.”  And that is all you need to know but it is interesting and encouraging when we look even a bit closer.

As I said in yesterday’s Word of the Day, names were very important to the Jewish people.  You can look up any name in the Old Testament and find out what it means for they all have meaning.  The name Immanuel is made up of two words; amam and el.  Amam is a root word and means to associate or be together by huddling together, there is also a sense of being hidden in.  Its derivative “im” as used in Immanuel means to be with, in conjunction with, to be equally with.

El is often used as a prefix in the names for God.  It denotes strength and might specifically the Almighty.  It is referring to the might of the presence of God.  So when these two words are combined to make the name Immanuel, we get: the Almighty is with us, is equally with us, in his strength and might to hide us in Himself, to huddle with us so as to protect us.  Isn’t that wonderful?  God’s might is here for us; to sustain us and to keep us.  He associates with us even though He is God.  He, God, came into the earth so that He could be with us and a part of us and that we might become one with Him.  Glory!  

So when you sing Christmas carols this season with the name Immanuel in them, you will have understanding and reason to shout.  Every time you hear that name you will hear “God was sent into this earth to be yoked together with me and His mighty arm sustains me.”  Hallelujah!

1230. Thursday, December 22, 2011

Isaiah 9: 6 – 7
For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

There is a beautiful Christmas carol titled, “Emmanuel.”  I believe it was written by Michael W.  Smith and it is found on Amy Grant’s first Christmas album called simply, A Christmas Album.  In it, all of these titles for Jesus are celebrated.  Jesus is so many things to us.  Any one of them gives cause for celebration.

Love sent him to us.  Love caused him to go to a cross for us.  So ultimately this is (or at least should be) the season of love.  With all that you have to do to get ready for Christmas, it can be very easy to lose sight of what should be the joy of the season.  I am reminded though of Martha and Mary, sisters who followed Jesus.  In the rush and bustle of all that must be done Martha found herself overwhelmed.  Jesus said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things.”  He was compassionate and understanding that the care of all the preparations was burdening her.  She was dismayed that her sister was not helping her with the weight of work.  But in Jesus’ comforting of Martha he reminded her, as he also reminds us, that only a few things are really important and that Mary had chosen the important over the urgent (Luke 10: 38-42).

This Christmas season I pray that you have enough calm time to let Jesus communicate his love and peace to your heart.  Take some time to slow down and actually listen to the lyrics of Christmas favorites.  Revel in all of the names and offices held by Jesus because each one of them is a gift to you.  Cause your heart to be tender and sensitive again and let the full meaning of Christmas permeate your being.

I pray you have a very Merry Christmas, that you be filled with the love of the Father and that the light that He sent into the world will bathe you in the glory of the Lord.  Blessings in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Christmas Holiday
1231. Wednesday, December 28, 2011

Hebrews 2: 1

(Good News Translation)

That is why we must hold on all the more firmly to the truths we have heard, so that we will not be carried away.

Christmas is behind us and the New Year lies just before us.  Many are beginning to think of what the New Year will hold for them and also goals and dreams for the new year.  As you enter into that process I hope you will bear in mind this advice from the author of Hebrews, hold onto the truth lest you be carried away.

As we pass through this Christmas Tide (the twelve days of Christmas ending January 5th) we are living through the time of profound love and profound truth.  The truths we recognize and celebrate this Christmas season are those which we must strive to hold onto throughout the coming year.  There are those, however, who will attempt to strip away the truth and supplant it with a lie or at least attempt to confuse the truth.

This passage warns us that we must hold on firmly to the truths we have been taught.  Recall, of course, that Jesus is the truth (John 14: 6).  His birth brought truth into the world.  If you do not hold onto this truth vigorously, though, it will be stolen from you.  There is one who comes to steal, kill and destroy (John 10: 10) and we must be on our vigilant guard against him.

As you enter this New Year, I hope that you will seek the Lord for his plans for your future.  I hope that you will seek the truth and hold onto it resolutely.  Society bombards you with lies all day long and those lies attempt to displace that truth that has been sown into you.  Your pastors and teachers have sown this truth into you.  The Word is the truth.  Jesus is the truth.  Unless you pay attention to the truth you have been taught you will lose it.  Hold onto the truth, lest it be stolen from you.

1232. Thursday, December 29, 2011

Jeremiah 29: 11
“For I know the plans that I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.

Here is God’s New Year’s wish for you; that you have a good year, a year of faring well; not one of calamity, grief and despair.  

Well, it is a good thing to start out the new year knowing God’s will for you.  You will not have to wonder all year what God’s will for you is.  God is beginning the new year with the good news of the gospel and that is that he is for you, not against you.  Isn’t that really great news?  The master of the universe is on your side.

Now if there is frustration in the new year, you will know that God is not the author of that.  He has plans for you to have a good year.  His plans are for you to have a future and hope.  He has already thought about your future and has good plans; plans for you to fare well, very well in fact.

Christmas is the celebration of truth and hope being born into the world.  As we receive that glorious gift we turn our eyes to the future recognizing, of course, that the joy of the world and of all humankind is born.   We receive that hope and joy, turning our eyes to the future and the promise of all that is alive in Christ Jesus.  In the celebration of the giving of the Christ child, our heart is prepared for the hope of a glorious future.  We can face the new year boldly understanding that our God has already prepared our way.  He has given us the way, the truth and the life.  Tomorrow is assured.  No wonder it is easy for our Father to declare a glorious hope and future for us.  And today is just yesterday’s future.  Tomorrow is already assured.  Each day is a promise and a gift of glory from on high.  No day is small or meaningless.  Rather each day contains within it all of the hope of the Father and His plans for us to have a beautiful and glorious day.  

The future is not only that which is years upon years away.  It is today and tomorrow.  These days are the exact days that our Lord Father had in mind when He declared openly, “I have good plans for you.”  Embrace the good news that the Father has for you.  Hold firmly to the truth you have heard.  Don’t let the world or the stress of the world steal your joy and your hope for a brilliant future from you.  Each day arise with the revelation of the truth in your heart and mind.  Remember that each day is anointed by God for you specifically as a day of great hope and joy.  Know that each day contains within it the seed of hope and promise.  None of your days are without the notice of the Father, not even one.  Do not let despair have any part in you for your Father has already blessed your coming and going.  You are blessed in the city and the country.  

And oh, if you think you are exempt from this hope of a future because you have already enjoyed a good number of days on the earth, just look at the lives of Abraham and Moses.  You’ve got a lot of life left in front of you so cast your sight to the future rather than the past.  You now have the experience necessary to accomplish really great things.  Your children are grown and your time is your own.  Now is the time to move forward, not backwards.  Do not be deceived by a devil who wants you to take all of your wisdom, knowledge and experience and sit at home on your laurels and be depressed.  When you think about it, you know that is not God’s will for you but the devil will trick you into believing it if we are not vigilant.

Your future is bright.  God has already made plans for you to have a good future, not a bad one.  That future begins tomorrow.  

1233. Friday, December 30, 2011

1 John 4: 16
And we have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us.  God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

As we draw to the end of 2011 I wish to send this message to you for your mediation as you enter into the New Year.  As I prayed over today’s message I asked God what His most important message is.  I asked Him what singular thought He wanted us to begin the new year thinking about.  I heard the Father speak to my spirit and He said that there is no message of more importance than the good news of the Love of God.

You have heard God blamed for every bad thing that happened in 2011.  We have all heard God maligned and great have been the rivers of doubt which have flowed.  But every day is a new day and we have an opportunity to grasp the best that God has and His best is His love.

As we begin a new year God would have us know that the one thing which best characterizes Him is His great and abundant love for us.  His love is immeasurable, incalculable.  There is no end to His devotion towards you.  God is love!  He doesn’t just have an emotion towards you that we call love.  He is love.  Everything He says and everything He does is love.  He didn’t put cancer on anyone and He didn’t let that child get into a car wreck.  Love does not do those things.  Those things are bad, evil and God is neither of those.  He is good and gracious, kind to all and patient without end.

In the late 1960’s and 1970’s there were greeting cards, posters, coffee mugs, etc. all with big eyed children on them and the phrase Love is ________.  Everyone sought to finish the sentence with the perfect explanation or example of love.  It was a time of love.  Well, we have the real answer to the question, “What is love?”  Love is our heavenly Father who loved us when we didn’t love Him, who gave His only son to die a horrible death even while we were heathen degenerates cursing His name and denigrating those who called Him Father.  He loved us enough to send Jesus into Hell to save us from having to make the trip for ourselves.

I know what love is.  Love is patient, love is kind.  Love is not jealous and does not brag and is not arrogant.  Love does not act unbecomingly, does not seek its own and is not provoked.  Love does not take into account a wrong suffered nor rejoice in unrighteousness.  Rather love rejoices in the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things and endures all things.  Love never fails.  1 Corinthians 13: 4 -8.  Therefore, God never fails.

As you begin to think about the beginning of a new year and your goals and ambitions for this coming year, I wish for you to make it a resolution of your heart that you will seek the love of God; that you will endeavor to know better this year the love of God.  I pray for you an increase in your revelation of His unending love.  Secure in your heart this truth and do not let anyone steal it from you for certainly they will try.  But God’s love never fails and He will never leave you nor forsake you.   Even if you forsake Him He is faithful to stand and wait for you.  Make it a goal to meditate day in and day out on the love of God and what it means to you and to humanity.  Pour yourself into the love and let Him bathe you in His tender mercies.  Receive healing for brokenness and companionship for loneliness.  Let love fill you up so that you are completely saturated.  Then I will know, beyond any doubt, that you will, in fact, have a very Happy New Year as is my prayer for you.

1234. Tuesday, January 3, 2012

Isaiah 59: 21
“And as for Me, this is My covenant with them,” says the Lord; “My Spirit which is upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth, nor from the mouth of your offspring, nor from the mouth of your offspring’s offspring,” says the Lord, “from now and forever.”

As for me, one of my New Year’s resolutions is to live my life according to the word that Father God has sent me.  The first big revelation that we must all come to is the revelation of the deep love that the Father has for us.  Another one is that there is power in His word.  Once we come to that revelation then we begin to see the Bible as a book of answers.  We begin to dig through it like a miner mining for gold.  

There are answers in this book for life’s questions and problems.  There is guidance.  It is a rock upon which we can stand and shelter from the storms of life.  Within the pages of this book is protection for our families and health for our bodies.

When one recalls that Jesus, Jeshua (salvation), is the incarnation of the Word, then it all makes perfect sense.  He is salvation for everything; from sickness, from poverty, from distress.  Jesus is the answer to every single problem that you can name.  Hallelujah for it is that name that he has given you the authority to use.  When you read the Word, you find out about the authority in that name.  you discover your own rights in the power of that name.

We must first understand that love sent Jesus into the world and upon a cross.  Then next we must discover what that sacrifice accomplished.  When we’ve read the Word of God with the revelation of love in our hearts and on our minds, then we see all that God has accomplished for us.  Then we begin to see ourselves in the scriptures.  We begin to put our own names in the verses and we will then be full of gratitude for Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Then we will unashamedly act like children of the king.  And we will not allow anyone to steal what Christ died to give us.

It all begins with a deep revelation of God’s passionate love for you.  Then that love is coupled with the Word.  God is love and Jesus is the Word.  Now we are becoming fully realized children of the most high.  Then only one ingredient is missing; the creative power of the Holy Spirit.

Resolve that this year you also will seek to live according to the scriptures and not as a list of do’s and don’ts.  That is Old Testament thinking; that is the law.  Instead, decide to let the scriptures lead you and instruct your ways.  Look at the Bible as a valuable resource rather than as an unwelcomed burden.  It really is life and power for overcoming every obstacle.  Let it be that in your life.

1235. Wednesday, January 4, 2012
Mark 1: 27 - 28
And they were all amazed so that they debated among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority!  He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.”  And immediately the news about Him went out everywhere into all the surrounding district of Galilee.

Clearly Jesus astounded all who listened to him teach.  For one thing they heard something new, something different from what they were hearing in the synagogue.  So, naturally, it stirred up questions and the established hierarchy.  Two points particularly intrigued me about this passage.

First, those who were speaking about Jesus and his ministry were familiar with unclean spirits.  They discuss his authority over the demonic spirits openly and conversationally.  I am sure that I can count on my fingers and toes the number of times I have heard people speak in an informed way about unclean spirits in my lifetime.  I didn’t even know they existed in my early Christian walk and I dare say that many people are like me even though they have read this and other similar passages.  It causes me to wonder just how uniformed we are.

Secondly, it is apparent that Jesus had something new to say, something that was different from the teachings the people were accustomed to hearing.  What was so different do you suppose?  Jesus, his birth, life, ministry, death and resurrection are the beginning of the new covenant.  Followers of “The Way” were to become followers of the Spirit rather than the law.  Jesus began to teach this.  It is a message of freedom and love and of commitment to that love rather than to the law.  In this new covenant the people will be more committed than ever to attending to the words of the Father but it is not because God compels them to do so.  It is because love calls to them.

Where there is great freedom, though, there is also great responsibility and Jesus came to set the people free, all people.  And that is part of what Jesus began teaching too.  He taught us to take responsibility for our neighbors.  He taught us to become led by the Spirit of grace instead of the law.  He preached forgiveness of sins but also of our forgiving others even as our Holy Father has forgiven us.  Jesus called us to behave like our father.  Jesus did begin teaching a new thing and all is new in Christ Jesus.  We have been born again.  We are dead to sin and alive to righteousness in Him.  We are heirs of his grace and peace.  No longer slaves but sons. Praise be to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit of this new covenant of grace.

1236. Thursday, January 5, 2012
Hebrews 6: 1 
Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God.

It is important for us to revisit foundational teachings every now and again just to refresh ourselves but it is time for us to move on to the deeper things of God.  First, though, we must all get the fundamentals in place.

When I played sports we worked very hard on our fundamentals.  Even as we progressed and learned more complicated defenses and offenses coaches kept on drilling us on the fundamentals.  You can never leave the fundamentals behind.  They are the foundation upon which we build but after a while coaches didn’t have to continue to teach us the fundamental things.  We just practiced them.  And we didn’t need a coach over our shoulders constantly reminding us how to do the fundamental things.  Gradually they just became part of us.  As we advanced to higher levels of competition, we were expected to know and demonstrate the fundamental aspects of the game.

Our Christian walk is much the same.  We must get the fundamentals down and in constant usage before the Holy Spirit can begin to teach us the deeper things of God. The good news is that God really does want to reveal those deeper things to us.  But we, as a body, have not grown up enough yet.  Paul said, “I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able (1 Corinthians 3: 2).  And again, “In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! (Hebrews 5: 12 NIV).  Now, 2000 years later, we are still feeding on milk when we ought to be dining on the meat of God.

Less than 20% of God’s people tithe.  The percentage of folks who daily read the Bible and pray is equally low.  And we should have no need to still discuss sin.  We ought to all know by now what sin is and to avoid it.  We have become worldly and the world is beating us to pieces.  We are supposed to be a peculiar people, set apart for God, different from the world.  But we have been co-opted into all the world has to offer and the price has been very high.  We have lost that which was most valuable in our search for that which is at the very best transient, temporal.  We have become like the lost and unsaved so that there is no one left to lead them.

This is why I believe it is so important for us to dig into God’s word and really discover what it says.  Then we must apply what we’ve read.  Oh, how I long for a body of believers who will stand up and be counted, who will toss aside everything that dares to exalt its name above the name of Jesus.

It is happening.  There are enclaves of believers arising, people who are tired of playing religion, people who are longing for a deep walk with Jesus.  I believe that some of those people are reading this devotional right now and that gives me hope and encouragement.  And though, for a while, I must keep preaching milk, I encourage you to pull the deeper things out of me, the things that I am longing to teach, the things that God is showing me in our private time.  

I have a vision of us uniting in our convictions; of seeing us become a strong body of believers for whom nothing is more important than our walk with Christ, casting aside anything that holds us down.  I can imagine preachers and pastors being in high demand because the body of Christ is so hungry for the word.  But let us begin with the fundamentals so that we will have a strong foundation for the advanced things that God wants to lead us into.  Forgive me as I recount some of the things you already know and have mastered for all of us are not at the same level yet and in order to be in unity we must all get together.   So bear with me and remember that patience is one of those fruits of the Spirit.

1237. Friday, January 6, 2012
1 Timothy 4: 12
Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.

Timothy was a young preacher who had been anointed as a minister by Paul at the unction of the Holy Spirit.  As most young or new preachers will tell you, it is hard being young and having to lead older people.  Thank God for the Holy Spirit and his anointing.  Paul gives Timothy some good advice here.  He told him to begin his ministry by setting a good example of the behavior God expects from his people.  In other words, the place to begin isn’t in telling others what to do; it is in making our own lives a testimony.

Paul gives us five areas with to address in our Christian walk.  The place to begin must, of course, be the love walk because it affects our speech and every behavior.  Here is how you test your love walk.  First, are you gentle and kind to others or are you critical and judgmental.  Do you hear yourself say, “He should do this” or “she should do that?”  Do you find that you have a lot to say about the way others behave?  When you speak to people do you find gentle ways to address them or do you chide and belittle others?  If you will look at Jesus’ example you will see that he could even correct someone without criticizing them.  He had a marvelous way of addressing himself to others.  He doesn’t like a hypocrite though and he was rough with them when he walked the earth and he has not greater patience with hypocrisy now.

Secondly, are you self-centered or others centered?  Jesus taught that we are supposed to have the welfare of others foremost in our thinking.  Here is an interesting test of this.  Who was Christmas really about for you?  Your immediate response is probably, “Jesus,” but hold the phone.  How was your time and your money spent?  Did you delight in pleasing others or pleasing yourself?  Did you rack up the presents while others around you received little to nothing?  How, then, can you say it was about Jesus when He has given you explicit instructions to look after your brother?  Do you make the world spin around you or are you thinking of how to bless others?  What or who is the magnet of your thoughts?

Third, check your giving.  Are you a giver?  How can you be others centered and a hoarder?  I don’t think you can unless you have emotional dysfunction.  Jesus came to earth as a gift from the father.  He came to give all that he had and all that he was.  He and his Father are paramount givers.  Because God so loved . . . He gave.  Giving is always going to be a good measuring stick of your love walk.  Don’t get tied up in thinking that all giving is about money either.  There are many, many ways to give that don’t involve you spending money that you don’t have.  Having said that, do consider how many of your discretionary dollars are spent on yourself.  The truth is that even in these difficult economic times, we have more substance than most people in the world.  We just need to learn not to spend it all on ourselves.

So that is the beginning of what Paul told Timothy.  Check your love walk.  Make sure that you are an example of the love of God, that love which sent Jesus into the earth in the first place.  I think Paul was telling Timothy that not only do we need to show ourselves as an example of Christ but also that people will listen to what you have to say when your manner and speech express the love of God.

1238. Monday, January 9, 2012

2 Thessalonians 3: 10 – 12
For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order; if anyone will not work, neither let him eat.  For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.  Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread.

Paul expresses two ideas in this verse and is a bit tongue in cheek in his comments.  This is part of a series of verses wherein Paul attempts to demonstrate to Christians how they should behave in light of their conversion.

First he tells them the famed, “If you don’t work, you don’t eat.”  Ok, that is a pretty simple message although we seem to have forgotten it culturally.  The second part of the message is a bit more interesting, I find.  He begins to talk about busybodies and yes that exact word is used in several translations.  The Greek word which is translated here as busybodies, is used to describe someone who meddles in the affairs of another or is meddlesome.

I think Paul is saying in this verse that these people who have enough time on their hands that they can concern themselves with the lives of others ought to put their idle hands to work.  They are obviously not working hard enough if they have time to meddle in the affairs of others.  They should work in quiet fashion, in other words, keep their mouths shut.  

The most interesting part to me is the last phrase, “eat their own bread.”  Here is where I think Paul writes tongue in cheek.  At the surface it can simply relate to setting their hands to work and eating the fruit of their own labor.    But this also seems to be a reference back the nosiness of the busybody and he is telling them to eat the fruit of their own counsel.  So, not only does Paul tell them to mind their own business, he also says, essentially, look in the mirror and take your own advice; “eat your own bread.”

Two points are of immediate interest to me.  First, in this passage Paul ties being idle with being a busybody.  He knows that a solid cure for a busybody is work and that people who are busy with their own lives and have something interesting going on in their own lives are less likely to meddle in the lives of others.  Second, again we see people going astray with their mouths.  So many of the lessons in the Bible are about the use (or misuse) of the mouth.  It seems that nine times out of ten when we blow it we have said something that we shouldn’t have.

This is the kind of behavior that speaks to our maturity though.  God wants to teach us the deeper things, to wean us off of milk and feed us meat but we are still stumbling over the simple things such as discussed by Paul in this passage.  Talking about others, meddling in their lives is a common problem and I am as bad as anyone so if you don’t need this lesson today, please just bear with me while I preach to myself.  As a body, we have to move past these simple lessons so that we can get on to the deep stuff.  Unfortunately, until we mature as a body, God is not going to loose the advanced lessons; He can’t because we are proving that we do not have the maturity to handle them wisely.

So, if today’s lesson doesn’t apply to you, I know that you know at least one person to whom it does apply.  Pray today for that person and for the body of Christ as a whole.  Let us pass this test and move on to something more fun.
1239. Tuesday, January 10, 2012

1 Timothy 5: 13
And at the same time they also learn to be idle, as they go around from house to house; and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about things not proper to mention.

Lest you think that yesterday’s verse is an island, see this message to Timothy.  Apparently there was a problem with lazy busybodies and gossipers in New Testament times even as there is today.  One would think, though, that in 2000 years we would have learned a little something and would not be still struggling with the same old problems.

As Christians, sometimes we are very free with our judgments about what is right and wrong.  We have enduring and huge debates in society about those things which we deem as wrong.  Sometimes we find some way to use the Bible to support our positions and sometimes we really don’t but when it comes to gossiping and meddling I think you probably have noticed, as have I, that we let those go.  Throw an adulterer out of the assembly but don’t say anything to all the people that went around criticizing him, backbiting and gossiping.  Now we know that adultery is wrong.  The scriptures make that clear and we were listening but did we miss the parts about being a busybody or gossiper?  Look, no one said this was easy but Jesus has taught us a way to live and that is characterized by love, not gossip.   It has forgiveness at its bedrock.

We need to foster an attitude of love, forgiveness and prayer.  And we need to be just as unaccepting of gossip and busybody meddling as we are against any other sin.  We’ve got to stop talking behind each other’s backs and pray instead.  I believe that we do have a deep desire to be pleasing to the Lord.  It is probably also true that you do not personally have a big problem with this but I see this more as a call for us to begin to spread an awareness of God’s perspective on gossip and being a busybody.  I am calling to you as leaders in your spheres of influence to not only lead by example but to help others to learn and exercise more acceptable patterns.  In His name.

1240. Wednesday, January 10, 2012
1 Peter 4: 15
By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler.

This is my last message on being a troublesome busybody, I swear.  It is good to see, though, that this is a repeated theme in the New Testament and that it is spread across more than one writer.  The other thing that I find so interesting about this verse is that Peter includes meddlers with murderers, thieves and evildoers.  That is some pretty stiff company.  Doesn’t that pique your curiosity?  Why would Peter include busybodies with such criminals?  Does it say something about how serious he believes this problem to be?  

The other thought that comes to my mind as I read this passage is what our own lists of miscreants might look like.  Who would we put on a list and what does that say about us?  My suspicion is that we might put people on our list that are not on the Biblical lists and that we would probably leave out busybodies, gossipers and meddlers.  In other words, we might condemn people that the Bible does not condemn while passing on acts that the Bible clearly prohibits.  I just think it is wise for us to do a little check-up from the neck up every now and again to determine what kinds of misalignments we might be holding onto.  I hope this exercise has been good for you and that you have a refreshed point of view.
1241. Thursday, January 11, 2012

2 Timothy 2: 24
And the Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged.

Well, here is another exposition by Paul of his view of how a Christian should behave.  I suggest that most of us think we have met the third criteria in the list.  But I get the sense that all of these criteria go together, that they are integral one to another.  In other words, perhaps we are not qualified to teach until we are kind to all, patient when wronged and not quarrelsome.  That will probably give all the preachers, teachers and pastors that read this a moment of pause.  I know it causes me to consider my life and witness.

Over and over again I see the message of the love commandment that Jesus gave us expounded upon in the epistles.  Jesus gave us a good bit of instruction and every word from his mouth should, in my opinion, be considered a commandment but, he only gave us one commandment that he so labeled.  That was the love commandment and is set out in John 13: 34.  The fact that it is the only statement that Jesus branded a commandment has to set it apart.   

I believe the reason for this is because when we walk in love we do not have to worry about being kind to others or quarrelsome.  We will just naturally be kind to all and will not argue.  And perhaps we will even develop the patience to tolerate other people’s issues.

It’s really all about love.  The whole Bible is about love because God is love.  As we focus in on love, everything else will fall into place and we won’t have to worry about having a bad witness.  We will have the witness of Christ.

1242. Friday, January 12, 2012

The Helper Sent

And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth.      John 14: 16 - 17
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.       John 14: 26

When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness of me.
John 15: 26

All this week I have sent you what I call behavioral verses.  They are verses that attempt to teach us about the Christian walk.  I prefaced this week’s verses with the explanation that God is calling us into maturity, that He is requiring us to settle the fundamental things in life so that He can move us on to the meat of His word.  It has been a bit painful for me and I have chaffed against the bit but the master has the reins.  It has been uncomfortable for me because I do not want to teach “the law.”  The law has been fulfilled in Christ Jesus and through him we have been redeemed from the curse of the law.  The reason that preachers still have to preach these verses and the reason why Paul, et al. had to write them is because we are not maturing on our own.  We have not integrated these fundamental perspectives into our lives.

But the good news, the part that I want to preach is in today’s message; and that is that you don’t have to do this on your own.  As a matter of fact, you are not meant to.  Jesus sent you a helper.  He intended for you to be different, for your life to be different after receiving the love of God which leads to redemption.  He just didn’t expect you to change yourself in the power of your might.  He provided the power in the person of the Holy Spirit.

So now I can say honestly and boldly, yes, you are supposed to change.  You are not supposed to still act like the unsaved.  You are supposed to be transformed into the very image of Christ and are, therefore, supposed to be behaving like him.  You actually can do it too because Jesus sent you a Helper.  He sent you the Spirit which is a part of him and a part of the father.  You have been sent the third person of the trinity as your own personal helper.  Now what is it that you think you cannot do?  This means that God, one of the three parts of God, is sent to you as your personal helper.

So, what does this mean?  It means when you read a verse like any of the ones from this week you do not get under condemnation.  “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” Romans 8: 1.  You simply take it to him whose responsibility it is to help you overcome every obstacle.  But now here is the rub.  It absolutely is your responsibility to take these things to God in prayer.  He cannot and will not change you without your permission and request.  So you do have a major part in your transformation.  And you do have responsibility.  It just isn’t in changing yourself.  The love of God, his grace, word and power are what changes a person.  So don’t let yourself get under condemnation.  We are under a covenant of grace wherein we shout “Abba, Father.”  And our Father is immediately with us to help us with everything.  

The Holy Spirit has been sent to you as your personal helper.  Receive the Holy Spirit.  We have no excuses for continuing to act like children because we have God himself to help us work out all of this.  Let him fill you with his grace, love and power.  Let him in.  Get down on your knees and spend some time in humility before the Lord and King.  Open your heart and let him move in.  Stop pretending to be so strong and in control.  It is not working.  Not only does God see through it but you are not even fooling the people around you.  Just take some time to get before God in all honesty and humility and you will be so enormously blessed as He fills your heart with His loving power.  He will help you in all your ways and He will fix what is broken.  It just takes you giving Him some of your time, and humbling yourself before His awesomeness.  It is not painful.  It is glorious.  You can be all that God has designed you to be.  Yes, it is time to grow up but not in the power of your might but in the glory of who He is.  

1243. Monday, January 16, 2012

2 Timothy 4: 14 – 18
Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds.  Be on guard against him yourself, for he vigorously opposed our teaching.  At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them.  But the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me, in order that through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was delivered out of the lion’s mouth.  The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Today’s passage is quite long but it is such an encouragement that I was strongly motivated to send it all to you.  Sometimes it may feel to you that people are out to get you or that the people who you thought were your friends are not standing with you.  Fear not, there is one who will never leave you nor forsake you.

I think it fortunate that Paul, in this letter to Timothy, gave us such a clear picture of his own struggle.  We can relate to the problems he encountered.  Paul goes on to reveal a mature attitude about these things and that is of substantial value to us also.  I especially like his response to the friends who had abandoned him.  He said, “Lord, don’t count it against them.”  That response is so Christ like.

But the best news of all is the last sentence, “The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom.”  Glory!  Now that is what we need to hear.  Paul being a mature Christian and having experienced so much is able to speak with confidence and knowledge about the Lord’s saving grace.  He, Paul, is one to whom we can look for advice and we can have confidence in his message because great were his experiences.  His confident assurance that the Lord would deliver him out of every circumstance should encourage you as well because God will do for you anything and everything that he did for Paul.  “God does not play favorites” (Romans 2: 11 God’s Word translation).  What He did for Paul, He will do for you. Therefore, God is standing by to deliver you from every adversity and to deliver you safely to His heavenly kingdom.  Hallelujah!   Rejoice in the Lord.

1244. Tuesday, January 17, 2012

Proverb 16: 3
Commit your works to the Lord, and your plans will be established.

You are going to love today’s Word because I am going to reveal a secret for all of the really, really busy people who read the Word of the Day.  In October of 2011 God taught me a lesson on how to get much done with little time to do it.  I doubt I will ever forget this lesson because I was at the beach riding my bike to the coffee shop for a cup of coffee and social time when God spoke this to me.  While I was riding I began to pray as I often do on my bike rides.  I started praying for someone who had expressed to me the overwhelming demands on her time.  I barely got two words out of my mouth before God began to speak.  

He told me that as soon as I reached my destination, the infamous “Flying Pig” coffee shop, to call this person and give her these directions.  “Tell her, he said, “to get up five minutes early in the morning and spend that five minutes with me before she goes to work.  Tell her to give me her day and each of the items that she needs to accomplish.”  I had the idea of sitting with God, listing out all of the day’s meetings, goals, to-do items and projects one by one.  I can imagine telling Him about each one and what needs to happen with it.  It also had that sense of putting all of those things in His “In Box.”

So, when I reached the coffee shop, I called her and told her what God said.  Later I had an opportunity to talk with her again and she told me about the outcome of that advice.  She said that she got a lot done.  As a matter of fact, she said that she accomplished more than she could have expected to.  The next morning she arose five minutes early and spent that extra time with God.  Since then I have had occasion to ask her how that advice worked out.  I really wanted to know how much time, quantitatively; she reaped from giving that time to the Lord.  She told me that she got at least an hour’s worth out of that little five minutes. 

I have heard people say, “I am too busy to pray.”  You are too busy not to.  When you get a revelation of this, you will understand that God can multiply your time and effectiveness just like he does everything else.  And don’t forget, that which God multiplies is the very thing you give him.  So if you sow time into Him, He gives you time.  The big secret is this, “Whatever you need from God, give that to Him because whatever you sow, you will reap.  It really is such a simple concept.  Sowing and reaping.

So, it turns out that the big key to effective time management is prayer.  Who knew?  Now, are you struggling with all the things that you must accomplish in a day?  Here is my advice.  First, begin your day with prayer.  God asks for such a little investment on your part and yet will do so much with it.  And you can find five minutes.  Don’t say you can’t.  Secondly, listen while you are praying.  It also might be that there are some things that need to be trimmed from your schedule.  So from now on you might be busy but now you know how to get done all that you need to without becoming overwhelmed.

1245. Wednesday, January 18, 2012

Galatians 6: 6
And let the one who is taught the word share all good things with him who teaches.

Today’s word is in honor of your pastor, your teachers and leaders in the faith.  Now I know that some of you don’t like this passage.  Well, all I can say is that it really is in the Bible (I didn’t make it up) and secondly, take it up with God.  Some of you, though, are ready to celebrate when you read this verse because it also honors how wonderful, generous and faithful you are to your pastors.  So here we go.

Let us look at other Bible versions to make sure this one isn’t a distortion. 

Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their instructor.
(NIV)

Let him who receives instruction in the Word [of God] share all good things with his teacher [contributing to his support].

(Amplified)

The person who is taught God’s word should share all good things with his teacher.        (God’s Word)

Those who are taught the word of God should provide for their teachers, sharing all good things with them.
(New Living).

Ok, it is unanimous.  All of these translations agree that we should be giving support and good things to our teachers in the word.  Maybe we should have given our pastors Christmas gifts.  Perhaps every once in a while we ought to take them to dinner.  Or how about just giving them a fifty dollar bill for them to do with as they want?  You know, you don’t want the life of a pastor.  Most churches don’t pay their ministers very well and they make outrageous demands on them.  You know we want them to come visit us when we are sick but have we ever bought them a tank of gas?

Frankly, I think the pastors and teachers of the Word ought to be the most prosperous people in the community.  After all they are giving us those things which pertain to life and salvation.  We should shower them in gifts.  And there are many gifts besides cash that would bless your pastor.  How about mowing their grass this summer, or babysitting the kids.  Have your pastor over for dinner or send a nice card and flowers.  There are so many things that you can do to show your appreciation.  Believe me, these acts of kindness (and Biblical obedience) will bless you even more than it blesses your pastor.

Lastly, Brother James said in his epistle, “But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves” (James 1: 22).  Well, this is what he meant.  When you see something in the word, do it!  Don’t argue about it, don’t decide about it; just do it.  God put this passage in the Bible for a reason and I will let you in on a little known secret.  He didn’t put it in the Bible just for your pastor’s benefit.  No, He really put it there for yours but your pastor will benefit from you obedience to God.  Do what God says.  It is the Christian way.

1246. Thursday, January 19, 2012

James 1: 13
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.

I was doing my own personal reading in James last week and this verse just bothered me when I read it.  Sure, I’ve read this verse many, many times but for some reason last week it just didn’t go down well.  I mean, why would anyone say when he is tempted that he is being tempted by God?  That just sounds like foolishness to me.    And what about the part about God being or not being tempted.  Who would think that God could be tempted?  Now surely James, Jesus’ half-brother knew what he was talking about but it sure was not being communicated to me.  So I started studying out the Greek words that James used and it began to make some sense.

In this little passage we see a form of the word “tempt” four times.  There are two different Greek words translated as tempt or tempted in this passage.  The first one is peirazo and it is the word which is used the first two times tempted appears and in the last phrase where the word “tempt” appears.  It means: assay, examine, go about, prove, tempt, try.  The word from which this word, peirazo, is derived is peira which means assaying, trial.  The root word from which both of these words obtain their genesis reflects the idea of “test, i.e. attempt, experience.”

The second word used in this verse is apeirastos.  This is the word which was applied to God.  This Greek word means not to be tempted.  You can see by just looking at it that it is related to the word above.  According to Strong’s Concordance, from where I am getting all of this information, the word from which apeirastos is derived is peirao which means to test, to attempt –assay.  When you put these two words together you get the concept that God is not temptable, is untried and hence not to be tempted.  The idea is that God cannot be tested or tried.  He is beyond testing.

Why is this important?  For two reasons, I believe.  First, the very idea of God being tempted is ludicrous and that he could be tempted by evil is even more so for there is no evil in God at all.  So that passage of scripture seems to be without meaning.  But when we look at it the way it was actually written, there is a witness and a message.  That is that God is above and far beyond all means of testing.  He is untriable.  Those concepts are not a part of him in other words.  

Secondly, and most important to my way of thinking, is that this scripture reads very differently when we look at the words which were actually used.  This misunderstanding has led to an entire wrong doctrine.  When you take both of the Greek words used in this passage and look them up along with their parent words there is one word which keeps surfacing.  That is “assay.”  We generally think of this word being used in conjunction with metal or ore.  The American Heritage Dictionary defines it this way: 1. a. The qualitative or quantitative analysis of a substance, especially of an ore or drug. b. A substance to be so analyzed. c. the result of such an analysis.  2. Any analysis or examination.  3. Obsolete.  An attempt; essay.  Assayed, -saying, -says: 1. To subject to chemical analysis; make an assay of.  2. To examine by trial or experiment; put to a test: assay one’s ability.  3. To evaluate; asses.  4.  To attempt; try.

Now I know that this is a lot to ingest so here is the low down on it.  These two Greek words which are used in this passage mean to test or to put to trial.  That is the essence of all of this word study.  So now, look at this passage again with your enlightened mind.  It really says, “Let no one say when he is tested, “I am being tested by God”; for God cannot be tried or tested by evil, and He Himself does not test anyone.”

Now what do you think?  This makes much more sense doesn’t it?  Also you will find that this passage is much more coherent contextually now when you read it with the verse which precedes it and the one which follows it.

Here is the point I want to make.  Not only is God not tempting you, He is not even testing you.  This whole doctrine and teaching about God sending you hardships and trials in order to teach you is just wrong.  It is not Biblical.  Here James, Jesus’ half-brother says, in effect, “Hey, when you run into tests and trials, don’t say that it is God’s doing.”  When read in its proper context I think this verse is an extremely powerful statement.   When read in a wrong context it is confusing in the least and extremely damaging at the worst.

Just know this, God is for you.  He isn’t against you.  He is not trying to break your back and He is not trying to prove you wrong or that you are a miserable failure.  He is not trying to hold your sin and inadequacies up to your face.  If you understand the New Testament and the gospel of Jesus Christ you know that God, your Father, calls you the beloved and He sent His precious son, Jesus, to die on a cross for you so that when He looks upon you He does not see your sin and failures.  He sees the precious blood of Jesus washing you clean.  He sees you Holy and Righteousness because of the blood of Jesus.  He sent Jesus to redeem you, not condemn you or judge you.  Come church.  Let’s get a revelation of the Love which is God, Yahweh, our provider, our healer, our Father where upon we cry out “Abba, Father!”  He is not testing you today.  He is calling you.  He loves you and just wants to be with you.  Receive His love.

1247. Friday, January 20, 2012

James 1: 14 - 15
But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.

This is the verse which immediately follows the verse from yesterday.  Again the word translated here as tempted is peirazo which means test or try.  In yesterday’s Word of the Day we discovered that God is not the author of tests, trials and temptations.  In today’s verse we find the real culprit of tests and trials.  It is our own lusts.  Now don’t be constrained to thinking that the only lust people experience is sexual lust.  Just think in terms of a strong desire.  You can have a developed lust for about anything.  It might even be something as camouflaged as desiring to be recognized in church, or being seen as Holy before others.  Any out of balance desire can become lust.

When we give birth to that lust, we have created sin.  How does this happen.  It begins with a meditation.  A person begins to dwell on that false God, that passion instead of dwelling on the Word of God.  When he has dwelled on it long enough, meditated on it over and over, eventually that mediation will give rise to an action.  That is why Jesus said that thinking unholy thoughts about a woman is adultery.  He knows the intents of the heart first of all and secondly he knows that if you meditate on it, the opportunity will arise for you to act on your desire.

Then people say, “he was tempted by God,” but James says “Hey, don’t blame your lusts on God.”  Your unrighteous desire has put you to the test, not God.  God is righteousness; he cannot test you with unrighteousness.  That makes sense, right?  So James identifies the source of testing and trial and he tells us that it is our own unrighteous thoughts and mediations.  If you meditate on wrong thoughts believe you me, you will get the opportunity to be tested.  You are going to attract to you that about which you are meditating.  You are forming a framework in your mind that will ultimately provide you an opportunity to fail.  I am guessing that is why in the Old Testament and the New we are encouraged to meditate on the Word of God.

1248. Monday, January 23, 2012

James 1: 16 – 17
Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.  Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.

This is a continuation from last week.  We looked first at James 1: 13 and learned that we are not tempted or tested by God.  Then we learned from verses 14 & 15 that it is our own lusts and desires that submit us to testing and trials.  We are ending this brief study with verses 16 and 17 which will reveal to us what God does have for us.  God is not sending tests or trials to us from heaven; He is not sending evil temptations because He has no evil in heaven to send.  He is righteousness and love and that is the substance of heaven.

So what is from heaven?  James tells us that every good thing and every perfect gift comes from our Father, the Father of lights.  Apparently it is easy to be deceived about this because James warns us from the outset to guard ourselves from deception.  We know who the deceiver is, right?  Jesus calls him the father of lies.  Satan.  So, is it too far a leap to think that Satan wants to deceive us into believing that the source of our testing, trials and hardships is God?  He attempts to deceive us into believing that which the Father sends us is not “every good thing” and “every perfect gift.”  Who has a vested interest in our not understanding that our Father sends good gifts to us?

God is good.  Everything He does is good.  It has to be because he has no bad in him.  He is the Father of lights and there is no variation in that light whatsoever at all.  There is no shadow of darkness.  He is pure light from every angle.  He is pure love no matter from which direction you approach Him.  God is not dumping badness on you in order to cause you to grow.  He didn’t put a roadblock in front of you in order to make you stronger.  He gave you Jesus so that you would already have the victory in Jesus, your victor, your overcomer.  The joy of the Lord is your strength.  Obstacles and hardships are not the source of your strength.  The only stumbling block that you will hear God talk about is Jesus and it was His intent and is His current desire that you not stumble over Jesus but rather embrace Him as your savior.  Additionally, God and Jesus sent you the Holy Spirit to be your helper.  They did not send the Holy Spirit to you because they were about to dump a truckload of troubles on you.  They could have just saved everyone a lot of time and trouble.  They sent the Holy Spirit because they know that as long as you are a part of this world, that you would have trouble and that you would need help.  The powers and principalities of this earth are going to try to make trouble for you.  God is going to help you past them.  If you turn to the world and the world’s way of doing things, yeah, it is going to be a challenge.  Still, you will have the Holy Spirit to lead you out of trouble and into glory.  Lean towards the light, the Father of lights, and you will find the way illuminated and clear.  Lean that other way and you will find it is easy to stumble in the shadows.  Regardless, the Father of lights is always a breath away when you need Him and call upon Him.

1249. Tuesday, January 24, 2012

Mark 10:17-19
And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.”

God is good!  We know that yet I can well imagine that some of you are having trouble with the scripture from James from last week that tells us that it is not God who is putting us through tests and trials.  And even though you have seen the scripture with your own eyes, still you have likely experienced people telling you that it is God who is trying you.  I can appreciate that.  Therefore, I want to share an experience of mine that has been very much brought back to my remembrance as I discussed these passages of scripture.
Some years ago now, Father God told me to leave my law practice and go into ministry.  Well, so complete was my denial that I couldn’t even hear Him for a year.  Then I began to hear these whisperings in my ear.  My first response was that it had to be the devil, although I cannot now imagine why I thought the devil would have me leave the practice of law in order to go into ministry.  Anyway, although I had begun to hear denial was still a strong force operating in me.  Then I began to think it might be the whisperings of God but still I fought forcefully against the idea.  After all, I had a very expensive degree (that was not yet paid for I might add) that cost much more than just money.  I had my license to think of and my own practice and clients that I cared very much about.  Surely God would not call me away from this.

Now, to say that I went through intense trials during this period is a gross understatement.  You wouldn’t have wanted to be with me during this phase of my life.  It was not pretty.  Well, why would it be?  I was in disobedience.  I wouldn’t begin to list the challenges because we don’t have enough time, space or patience for that and it would be sure to depress one of us.  But, it was a crazy time.  

Even after I began to awaken from the commanding case of denial, I didn’t immediately run to obey God.  I still flailed around with it for some time.  I just couldn’t wrap my mind around the idea.  Well, the law practice began to suffer, my health suffered, relationships suffered.  Everything in my life suffered.  Finally I came to the end of the road.  God showed me how I was just like the Israelites when they were backed up to the Red Sea with Pharaoh’s army in pursuit.  He said to me, “Ivey, are you going to wait until the enemy is upon you before you move?”  

See, God was still speaking to me.  He hadn’t left my side.  He was communicating every way He could.  I, however, was not listening.  I put myself through hell.  I even said to someone last week that I sure had put myself through a trial.  And it is so true.  Had I just simply obeyed God when He first spoke, I could have avoided several years of intense suffering and hardship.  If I had it to do over again, I would be quick to obey.  Of course, in retrospect I can see that God was absolutely right; in so many ways I can see His wisdom . . . now.  The lesson I learned is to be quick to obey God because He has your best interests in mind when He tells you something.  He is trying to direct you to the land which is flowing with milk and honey just like He has been doing throughout all of recorded history.  Why is it so hard for us to understand?

Well, I say from experience that many of the tests, trials and hardships that we suffer are of our own construction.  If I had just obeyed God from the outset, I would have just moved on to this chapter of the life that I am now living.  I didn’t have to go through that agony.  And the suffering did not make me stronger.  It sought to break me and there were several times that it had a good shot at it.  But even in the midst of my disobedience, God, my Father, the Father of lights and glory, rescued me.  He brought me out.  He sought me and he bought me.  He gave me a life transforming epiphany.  Although I was a praying Christian, I was in rebellious, confused disobedience.  But God looked at my heart.  He knew that I was trying my best.  Yes I was floundering.  I was missing His voice and in serious denial but He is gloriously faithful.  

The one thing I will say about me is that I attack my troubles head on.  I am not generally one to run away from them but rather to chase them down and confront them.  That is why you will sometimes see me a little bruised and bloody.  So in the midst of this time, I still sought God and sought answers.  I just couldn’t (wouldn’t) hear them.  Finally, one day I had my fill and I confronted God.  Thank God for His kindness and patience because I was full on angry.  I was fed up.  I had been a Christian for a long time at this point and was extremely frustrated that I couldn’t hear God’s voice.  Of course the whole truth was that I was hearing His voice but just didn’t like what He was saying but I didn’t know that at the time.  I thought He just wasn’t speaking to me or that I, for some reason, could not hear Him.  Truth is, I really didn’t think He was being faithful to speak to me.  That was what was in the deepest part of my heart.  I challenged God.  Like I said, I tend to attack my problems.  So, I went to a conference seeking God.  I told Him, “I am coming to get you!”  I said it aloud and loudly.  The mere fact that I am still living is a testament to God’s grace because He would have been completely justified in removing me from the planet right then.  But I know about the love of God and how full it is because not only am I still here and still alive but He actually blessed me.  Yeah, He met me at that conference.  He met me in a big way.  He changed my life forever.  One of my friends says that I chased God until He caught me.  That is so true.  I chased Him down.  I went 2500 miles to get God and to get my answers but He got me.  He met me there.  He was there just waiting for me to get there.  Rather than being angry with me, He was ecstatically happy. 

I put myself through pure hell by not following God’s leading.  It was torture for me and everyone around me.  God though, plucked me out of it and covered me with grace and warm affection.  He loved me without measure and He has never stopped.  He pours out on me all of the love I will receive.  And I have grown by leaps and bounds.  It wasn’t the suffering though that caused my growth, it was His love.  He lifted me up to higher levels of understanding and fellowship.  I have not grown by and through my own merits and by my strength which I gained through trials and tribulation.  I have grown by His grace and by His love.  His Word, His Son and His Spirit lead me and guide me and I will be quick to obey because He just wants what is best for me.

So, when you get a personal revelation of God’s love for you, not only will you not blame Him for the trials in your life, but you might find you even get a little angry when others do blame God for every bad thing that comes into their lives.  When I stopped and took personal responsibility, everything changed.  When I allowed God to fill my life, He filled it with good.  And He is not done.  I will rejoice in His goodness all the days of my life and I will see His goodness.

I wish for everyone to have a personal revelation from God at least as big as mine.  I know that anyone who experiences God as I did will never be the same, nor will their life.  God is good and He is good all the time.  I hope you can believe me but if you can’t, chase Him down and find out for yourself.

1250. Wednesday, January 25, 2012

John 8: 32
“You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

John 17: 16-18
Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

I want to take today to explain why the daily email that you receive from me is in the format in which it is.  I believe it is the Word of God that will set you free.  I do not believe that it is the word according to Ivey that has power to set you free nor necessarily even powerful insights.  But I strongly believe that God’s word has the power to free people from every sort of bondage that encumbers them.  Of course one the greatest bondages it frees us from is the bondage of ignorance.  How are we to know truth and have wisdom without God’s Word?  I don’t believe we can.

Notice in the verses above that Jesus said that in knowing the truth we will be made free.  And then he taught that the truth which would set us free was the word of God.  So, according to Jesus, knowing God’s Word will set us free.  I like the sounds of that.  But take into consideration also that the first chapter of the gospel of John.  John tells us that Jesus is the word.  Doesn’t that make a powerful statement?  You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.  God’s word is that truth and Jesus is the Word.  So how can we expect freedom, much less experience it without the Word of God?  Well, my simple answer is that we cannot.

That is why each day you receive a passage of scripture.  The Word of God has power to heal and repair, to save and redeem.  The Word of God is our source and our blessing.  So, it is the first thing on the email.  

Then I spend some time writing in blue trying to elaborate on what God is teaching in the passage or sharing with me.  I rely on God for the selection of scripture as well as for the exposition in blue.  When I have done my job well, I have yielded to God and have gotten out of His way and allowed Him to communicate to you a message of His grace.  Sometimes God uses my own experiences to convey a message.  Sometimes I am learning it even as I am typing.  But what I believe is important is that the Word get exposure.  I like to think that I have learned a few things over the years but the Word is the one that is going to set you free, not me.  

So, that is why this daily email is called the “Word of the Day” and why it is in the format that it is.  I pray that as you receive The Word, that you will experience unfettered grace and the love of God and that His Word will enrich every facet of your life.  In His name.

1251. Thursday, January 26, 2012

Isaiah 61: 1 – 2
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners; to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn.

Yesterday as I wrote about The Word setting us free this verse came to my mind.  This verse is a prophetic utterance by the great prophet Isaiah about the anointing of the coming Messiah, Jesus.  God through Isaiah reveals the power and purpose of the anointing and the ministry of the Messiah.  Isaiah foretold that the anointing of Jesus would break the bondages from people and heal broken hearts.  The anointing will comfort all those who mourn.  Jesus proclaims to us the year of Jubilee, freedom, healing, wholeness, comfort.  He came to give us a garland of praise.  

Does this language sound familiar to you?  The recitation of this verse is how Jesus began his ministry.  He entered the temple, was handed the scroll of the book of Isaiah and opening to this passage, read.  You can read this account in Luke 4: 18.  Leaving the temple Jesus began his ministry.  He healed the sick, broke every kind of bondage off of people he encountered and he proclaimed the good news of the Lord.  The anointing that was foreseen and foretold by Isaiah almost three thousand years ago is the same anointing that is operation today.  It is the anointing every single minister of the gospel is under because we all operate as a part of Jesus’ continuing ministry to the saints.

Jesus is the word, we’ve established that (John 1: 1, 14).  That means that the anointing is also on the Word.  The word of God is anointed to set the captives free and to heal the broken hearted.  It is called the good news of God because it does proclaim the favorable year of the Lord and one of the key factors about the year of Jubilee is that indentured servants and slaves were set free.  The scripture says that it was for freedom that Jesus set you free (Galatians 5: 1) so we are no longer to be held captive by the bondages that once enslaved us.  

The Word sets us free.  It was Jesus’ anointing that broke the bonds of slavery for all time.  So, whatever has kept you down, limited you or restrained you is now broken in the name of Jesus.  If your self-esteem has held you back or you have a habit that has been a torture to you, know that the anointed Word of the Lord Jesus has come to set you free.  Receive the Word of God into the deepest recesses of your heart and let it do its work.

1252. Friday, January 27, 2012

2 Peter 2: 19
Promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.

It was for freedom that Jesus set us free that we would no longer be subject again to the yoke of slavery (Galatians 5: 1).  But we have never been enslaved, have we?  Some people have a very clear revelation of what it means to be in bondage.  Others, though, would argue that there is and never has been anything which has bound them in the yoke of slavery.  This scripture tells us that whatever overcomes us enslaves us.  Let us look at a few different translations in order to get a better grasp on what Peter is trying to convey to us.

… for “people are slaves to whatever has mastered them”  (NIV).

… for by whatever anyone is made inferior or worse or is overcome, to that [person or thing] he is enslaved (Amp).

… whatever overpowers you, enslaves you  (Common English Bible).

A person is a slave to whatever he gives in to (God’s Word).

For you are a slave to whatever controls you (New Living).

You see, as much as we wish to be self-reliant and want to claim that we are not and never have been slaves, once you listen to what Peter is saying you realize that everyone has been overcome by something at one time in their life; everyone has given into something and that something, at least for a period of time, has taken control.  Those things which we give into can absolutely have the power to rule us.  Not only that but many, many people are also slaves to their past experiences.

Something may have made a deep impression on you in your childhood or even as an adult.  The power of that event was so strong, or at least your assimilation and interpretation of the experience, that your behaviors today are not really your own.  You behave in a pre-ordained way because of the buttons that are pushed in your psyche today.  Someone pushes the blue button and whether you want to or not, you dance.  That, my friends, is slavery and the truth is that there are more people enslaved in this manner than there are people who are not.  Most people are living with baggage from the past be it a failed relationship, child hood issues, or an adult crisis.  These past injuries leave scars and those injured parts of you are sensitive to the touch.  But here is the good news that Jesus came to proclaim.  He heals the broken-hearted and sets the captives free.  That means you.  If any of your behaviors or responses arise because of the way someone treated you in the past or because of a traumatic event, know that Jesus came to heal you and set you free from those chains.  Are you angry?  Maybe you don’t even know why you are angry all of the time but you see in the eyes of your children that they are afraid of you.  Do you respond to other people in ways that you wish you could control?  Or maybe people respond to you in ways that seem not quite right.  Perhaps you let people take advantage of you.  Regardless of the manifestation of these past injuries, Jesus is here today to set you free.

Most of us have been or are slaves to something.  Fear not!  Our Lord is bigger than them all.  He has come to set the captives free and that means you and me.  So get really honest with the Lord.  Let him help you first of all to recognize the ways in which you are dominated and controlled.  Then let him heal you.  Let him bind up your broken heart.  He knows you have been hurt and he is here to care for you and comfort you.  He is the great healer and he has the keys to every shackle.  Won’t you let him in and let him make you free indeed?

1253. Monday, January 30, 2012

2 Corinthians 9: 8
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.

There is a lot of talk about the “Prosperity Message” these days and I know well that there are many varied opinions even about what the prosperity message is but here is my take on it.  Prosperity is having enough money that your needs are met and having enough prosperity in your soul that you take the additional money and resources that God gives you and you fund good works and you give to others generously.  That is the message of prosperity.

I love this scripture because it seems to peer right into the heart of God.  It touches my heart and makes me want to have more so that I can give more.  I am blessed to give what I do but how great would it be to see a need and be able to just handle it.

There is a child in North Carolina who needs a heart transplant.  The expenses to the family are expected to be approximately $45,000.  If you believed in prosperity to the degree that God does you could give all $45,000 from God’s supply.  Now that is the beginning of thinking big.  God can think even bigger than that even if I can’t yet.  Of course that implies that you are first able to receive abundance from God and that you have not spent it on your lusts.

You see, when you understand the fullness of the prosperity message as I see God teaching it, prosperity isn’t self-centered.  I don’t doubt that some people have the message wrong or that there are plenty of people who are so self-absorbed that all of their increase gets spent on their own lusts.  But you have to understand that that is the perversion, not the truth.  The truth is that when you prosper in your soul first and then you allow God to prosper your finances, you become a mighty warrior for the Lord.  Through the distribution of many kinds of resources you can defeat the devil’s schemes left and right.  This is the plan of prosperity. 

We have become such a nation of pleasure seekers that even the prosperity of God has gotten a bad name.  People spend so much money on gratification that some folks have a bad image in their minds but God intended first for you to have a good life (John 10:10 Amp).  Then He intended that the children of His heart would meet the needs of others.  And not only meet other people’s needs but also just give gifts of all sorts just to bless folks.  We do all in the might name of the Lord because it is He who empowers us.

So get in agreement with this verse.  Pray that God would make all grace abound to you so that you may have an abundance for every good deed.  And pray that He would prosper your soul as He prospers the rest of your life.

1254. Tuesday, January 31, 2012

3 John 1: 2
Beloved, I pray that in all respect you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers.

I shared 2 Corinthians 9: 8 with you yesterday which reads, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.”  I put forth that the real message of prosperity is prospering personally and then sharing God’s blessings with others.  I absolutely believe that you should prosper.  But I also believe that one of the indications of your prosperity is the well-being of people around you.  If you are driving the hottest car on the market, wearing nice clothes and playing with your iPad while your mother or child is going without then brother, you are broke.  That is not prosperity.  That is lust, greed, self-gratification and self-indulgence.  Don’t ask God to bless that.  Ask Him to fix your brokenness.

True prosperity has to be complete.  God absolutely intends that you always have a sufficiency in everything.  But he also means for your soul to prosper.  This is not living under the law.  This is living under grace and it is grace that has set you apart and set you free from every brokenness and every encumbrance.  So if you are broke in your pocket book, then you are not enjoying all of the liberty that Jesus prepared for you.  Likewise, if the people that are around you and that you glean substance and strength from are not prospering through the blessings that God is putting into your hands, then your soul has not prospered.  Both examples show a brokenness.  And Jesus is the answer to them both.

Let Jesus set you free from everything that binds you whether that be fiscal shortage or emotional scarcity.  He is your Lord and he is compelled by his love for you.  He wants to heal you and he wants to bless you.  Some people will allow God to bless their finances but they never turn over their emotional damage to Him.  Others trust God with the most intimate parts of their personality but wouldn’t let Him give them a cup of coffee.  Won’t you receive Jesus in his fullness today?  Won’t you stop cutting him off short and allow him to be the Lord of all of your life?  He is a great and mighty Lord and there is so much he would do with you if you would let him.  Let’s let him today.  As we do, he will prosper our pocketbooks and our souls.  We will be blessed coming in and going out and all those around us will receive the fruit of how good God has been to us.  Glory to God!

1255. Wednesday, February 1, 2012

1 John 2: 12
I am writing to you little children, because your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake.

Let’s talk about grace for a moment.  Do you see that your sins are not forgiven for your sake but rather for Jesus’?  Does that sound harsh?  Well, let’s move ourselves out of the middle of our personal universes for a moment and see how this might be a blessing rather than our being overlooked.

Now God has already told you that He so loved the world that He gave his son to die for each of you.  Ok, so we know God loves you and was motivated by His love for you to send His son to die on the cross.  But your sins were forgiven for Jesus’ sake.  This is a picture of grace rather than works.  In other words, grace was at work for the forgiveness of sins.  If your sins were forgiven for your sake then you might have had to earn that forgiveness or at least think that you had to try to earn it.  But the Father forgave all of your sins for Jesus’ sake.

So many times I have heard people say that they could not be saved because of the scope of their sins.  But you see, that completely misses the point.  You cannot be bad enough (less the one unpardonable sin) that God cannot forgive you because He is not looking at you.  He is looking at Jesus.  And Jesus paid the price for sin.  He paid the price for all the sin in the world.  So God really does not have to look at your individual sins.  He understands the shed blood.  He knows that it has washed away your sin so that He does not even see it anymore.

Because of what Jesus did, God has forgiven sin.  The sin debt was paid in full.  You just want to be under that blood.  When you proclaim Jesus as your Lord, you can take your eyes off of your sin.  Just put them on the majesty and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and leave them there.  Don’t look at yourself; just leave your eyes fixed on him.  You will be surprised how many ills that fixes.  For the sake of Christ, all of your sins have been forgiven and washed away.  Hallelujah!
1256. Thursday, February 2, 2012

1 John 2: 21
I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie is of the truth.

I am speaking today on behalf of myself and your pastor’s behalf.  Sometimes it may feel that we are preaching at you and that the preaching is basic and beneath you.  Many times I have heard people say, “Oh, I have heard this before” or “I already know this.”  Then they allow themselves to get bored at church and disenchanted.  Well, first of all, the pastor is not there to feed your flesh.  He is nurturing your spirit.  It is up to you to keep yourself from being bored.  I believe today’s word from the apostle John will help you do just that.

You see, when you are fed what you think is a baby message it may be one of three things.  It could be that your congregation is acting like a bunch of babies, it could be that there are new people in the church or it could be the reason that John refers to in this passage.  And it is to this third reason that I would like to speak.

There are even two aspects of this third reason for teaching a basic message to Christians who have outgrown their infancy.  One aspect is just that we all need to hear the basic messages from time to time in order to be reminded.  You will find that even those who are “beyond” the fundamental messages find themselves tripped up by the most basic things.  Sometimes we slip a bit and those foundational messages help us to right our ship.

But the thing I want you to appreciate and understand today is that you are hearing these messages in order to support and sustain you.  Sometimes you feel like you are the only person on the planet who is listening to what God is teaching.  It is a very lonely and isolating feeling.  And that is just the point.  The devil would like nothing better than for you to feel isolated.  But in God’s goodness about then is when your pastor comes out with one of those fundamental scriptures and messages.  Rather than finding yourself bored you should understand that this is your time of rejuvenation and support.  You are hearing from the pulpit the very things that you already know and believe.  This is to support you so that you are reminded that you are not alone.  John wrote, “I have not written to you because you do not know but because you do.”  You see, we need to hear that agreement.  We need to know that we are a part of a body of believers.  And you need to hear every now and again that you do have it right.  It is doubly powerful when it comes from your pastor or another minister of the gospel because those people have been called by God to minister His word.  And they have the position of authority in the church.  It is a validation of your beliefs, therefore.  God is validating you and your growth.  So instead of allowing yourself to be bored the next time this happens to you, let it fill your tank.  God knows how you are growing and he has anointed that minister to deliver the word to you so that it feeds your spirit.  Now let the Word do its job.

1257. Friday, February 3, 2012

1 John 5: 1, 4-5
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God …. Whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith.  And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

We really do have cause to celebrate.  We are the victorious in Christ Jesus, the messiah.  There is a reason the gospel is called the good news of Jesus Christ.  It is because it is good news.  It is full of the victory of Jesus which he has since shed on us.  The blood and the Holy Spirit and love have been poured out on us.  Love can never be conquered; it overcomes every adversity.  The blood stands against all foes having already defeated all of the forces of hell.  And the Holy Spirit is a mighty sword, the very power of God.

We have been bathed and clothed in the blood of Jesus and the love of God.  The blood which pummeled the devil and all of his minions covers us.  The baptism in the blood and in the Spirit have covered us so completely that there is not one exposed area of vulnerability.  We were not dunked and left with an unwashed, susceptible heel.  No, the blood of Christ has so covered us that there is not one single part of us that is not redeemed.

If you believe that Jesus is the Messiah then you are the begotten of God.  The begotten of God overcomes the world.  Therefore, you are a world overcomer.  There is nothing in the world, no circumstance, no power in the world that can defeat you.  Jesus already purchased your victory.  It is our faith in Jesus’ victory that makes us undefeatable.  How would you like to enter a contest knowing that it is impossible for you to lose?  That is exactly what Jesus has acquired for you; a no lose policy.  Your faith in his victory, your faith in the power of his blood, your faith in the Father and the Holy Spirit absolutely, without any doubt, cause you to win!  It is the easiest syllogism in the world. If you believe that Jesus is the Son of God, then you overcome the world.  You do believe that Jesus is the Son of God.  Therefore, you are a world overcomer.  And if you are a world overcomer then that necessarily means that there is nothing in this world that can beat you.  

Lift your head and look those problems straight in the eye.  Read this Word of the Day out loud to them if you need to but put them on notice that no longer are you going to let them hound you.  You are the victorious in Jesus Christ.  The battle has already been fought and won and you are the victor.  Goliath’s head has already been severed.  There is no giant in this earth that has dominion over you.  At least as long as you know what these scriptures say.  That is why the truth will set you free once you know it.

If you have been immersed in a difficult battle, load these verses into your Uzi, bazooka, bow or whatever weapon works for you and fire them at the enemy.  You’ve got a big brother who has already whipped every demon and every problem in the earth.  You just let those problems and the spirits behind them know if they don’t take a hike, you are going to set your big brother on them.  Receive your victory.  You are the one who overcomes the world!

1258. Monday, February 6, 2012

Psalm 37: 21

The wicked borrows and does not pay back, but the righteous is gracious and gives.

Most of this psalm contrasts wicked people with righteous people.  There are certain characteristics which just follow the righteous person and evidence the wicked.  This is not a call to behavioral modification.  It is a call to the righteous of the Lord.

This verse of Psalm 37 is not saying those who pay back are righteous.  It is saying that borrowing from others and not paying them back is a sign that follows the wicked.  It is not trying to get you to change your behaviors.  It is trying to help you recognize the characteristics of wicked people and the characteristics of righteous people.

The behaviors of a person are a reflection of what is inside of them.  Likewise, the behaviors of a righteous person reflect the love of God which is within them.  We do not, therefore, seek behavioral modification but rather a change of heart.  People need to know about the love of God and but they also need to experience it.  They need to have received the love of God into their spirits.  That is the only cure for wicked behavior.  When people have a true revelation of the love of God, their behaviors will automatically begin to improve.  But a spiritual revelation is not of the mind, it is of the spirit, therefore we must open ourselves, open our spirits to the Spirit of God.

You could have a person who is a Christian who still behaves in a way that is contrary to the Word of God.  Perhaps he or she is one of these people who borrow without paying you back or returning the item which they borrowed.  Maybe it is the case that they habitually do this.  It doesn’t mean that they are not saved.  It means that they have never allowed the love of God to renew them.  They may have accepted the gift of salvation but never have gone any further in their relationship with God than that.  They really have not received the grace of God in its fullness.

We are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus.  That came as a free gift to us by the work of Jesus.  But we then need to receive this love gift with our spirits, not only our minds.  We must allow the deep work of Jesus to penetrate us.  We need to let the redemptive work of Jesus complete its task and transform us into the image of Christ himself.  It is not for us to “try to be good.”  There is only one good and that is the Father himself.  Our part is to surrender ourselves to the love of God and allow it to heal us and reform us.

So, in conclusion, when you see these people whom the Bible characterizes as wicked, understand that they need the transforming love of God.  We need to pray for them that they will allow Jesus into their hearts and pray the love of God over them.  If you are one of these people, then recognize that your God wants to minister to your heart.  Don’t just try to change your behaviors but rather, let God help you to change.  Surrender yourself to him like you never have before.  There is compassion for people who behave wickedly whether it is you or someone you know.  God loves you and He loves them and He wants to wash away those bad tendencies and replace them with His tender mercies.  Glory to God our redeemer and helper.

1259. Tuesday, February 7, 2012

Psalm 30 – 31
The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, and his tongue speaks justice.  The law of his God is in his heart; his steps do not slip.

Now we know that we are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5: 21).  Our right standing with God is not of our own doing but it is the gift of God through Jesus.  Likewise, our right speaking and right doing come not by our own strength but through the grace of our Lord Jesus.

When you accept Jesus as your Lord and surrender your life to his leadership, then he comes and lives in your heart.  His indwelling presence recreates you.  And out of his presence flows goodness, mercy and grace.  The “law” from the Old Testament has been fulfilled by Jesus.  The “law” of God is now fulfilled in the love of God and grace in the person of Jesus, the Christ.  So, it is now Jesus in our hearts that orders our steps aright instead of the law.

It is the indwelling of God’s Word that causes us to have wisdom, speak justly and secures our footing.  Jesus is the Word.  We do not just speak rightly and justly because we received the free gift of salvation.  It is the living Word dwelling in our hearts that yields wisdom, justice and a secure path.  We must allow the Spirit of God living within us to have expression.  Also as we allow the Spirit to lead us and to guide each of our steps then of course our path will be straight and smooth.  

The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom and justice because the heart of the righteous has the living Word of God within it.  The miracle working power of God lives within us and sometimes that is exactly what is needed in order to get some of us to use our mouths wisely.  Know that the power of God is living inside of you and that because of that your mouth can be bridled and you can walk in secure paths.

1260. Wednesday, February 8, 2012

Psalm 30: 5
Weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning.

Jesus told us that in the world we would have trouble but to take heart because he has already overcome the world (John 16: 33).  We are in the world but we are not to be of the world.  The world has its troubles and we butt up against them every now and again.  But the good news of Jesus is that we have a rescuer and though there is trouble for a moment, in the morning there is joy.

This Psalm is called “Thanksgiving for Deliverance from Death.”  It is an ode of thanksgiving for God’s deliverance.  And yet many Christians hear “There will be weeping” and that is all they hear.  They completely miss the point of David’s song to the Lord.  They miss the message.  Though there be sadness or disappointment, there is always the redeeming, saving, delivering power of the Lord and the sun will shine again.

We have to look to the Lord of glory instead of allowing ourselves to be overcome by the burdens of the world.  If you let it the world will move into your house and bring with it turmoil and suffering.  But Jesus said, “Take courage; I have overcome the world.”  We have to live in his victory rather than in the world’s morass because the world will suck you in and the next thing you know you will be in up to your neck in the quicksand of problems and woe.  Your heart was not meant for such.  You were meant to gaze upon the glory of the Lord so that your spirit will be lifted to the heights.  His glory is your glory and his victory is your victory, casting all of your cares upon him because he cares for you (1 Peter 5: 7).

He has come to give you life, abundant life at that (John 10: 10).  He is the glory and the lifter of your head.  He delivers you from every problem the world throws your way.  And though there may be moments of darkness there is a shout of joy in the morning for the Lord of Glory is your righteous right hand.  He is ever watching and working to deliver you from every adversity.  He saves from every trouble and every circumstance.

So if you have had some sadness and you have been set upon by various trials and troubles, call upon the Lord.  Shout his name loudly.  Give him command over those problems and the associated emotions.  Yield all to him and allow your joy to be renewed.  He sits at the right hand of the Father to make intercession for you so give him all of those things in your life that could use the touch of the master.  Don’t get stuck in the nighttime of weeping but allow him to awaken you the morning of joy.

1261. Thursday, February 9, 2012

Psalm 30: 11
Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing; thou hast loosed my sackcloth and girded me with gladness.

Today’s verse is from the same Psalm as yesterday’s verse.  Yesterday’s verse was a proclamation.  It says “weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning (v.5).”  It looks forward to an undisclosed future and proclaims an anticipated end result.  One certainly would suppose that David made this proclamation based on his own experiences with the Lord.

The passage from today, though, speaks of the past.  David reveals that God has already turned his sorrow into an occasion for celebration.  David discloses his experience with God and his experiences caused him to write this song of celebration and thanksgiving.

Sackcloth represents mourning.  David teaches us that the Lord will replace our mourning with gladness.  God is always vigilant and looking after you.  Even in the midst of mourning, know that God is with you and working to restore gladness.  Although rain may fall, God is always there to restore you with the sunrise of morning.  He has never abandoned you and He never will.  Keep your eyes focused on Him and His restoration power.

1262. Friday, February 10, 2012

Matthew 5: 4
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

I want you to see that the idea of God comforting all who grieve is a consistent message in the Bible.  God was not unaware that His kids suffer difficulties.  And He has ever stood by them to restore them to joy and gladness.  In today’s message I do not intend to reiterate what has been said in the last two days’ Words of the Day but rather to show you the prominence of this idea in God’s mind so that you will grasp and vigorously hold onto the promise of sunrise in the morning, gladness and joy.

Isaiah 61 is Jesus’ commissioning.  It is the declaration and prophetic foretelling of Jesus’ ministry.  Verse 2 says that the Spirit of God is upon Jesus to “comfort all who mourn.”  Verse 3 reads, “To grant those who mourn in Zion, giving them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting, so they will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord that He may be glorified.”  You see in these words God’s desire to replace mourning, sorrow and sadness with the oil of gladness.  He wants to give you a garland to replace your ashes.  The garland represents a party, a celebration.  It is a decorative feature for a festival.  If you look at verses 1-3 which are Jesus’ marching orders you have to be impressed with how much of the passage deals with God replacing joy for sorrow.  That theme consumes most of the passage.  

Now fast forward to Jesus in the flesh.  He is about to begin his ministry.  He has gone to the Jordan and been baptized by John.  Then immediately he was taken to the desert to be tempted and tested by Satan.  Upon his return from the desert he goes into the temple where he is handed the book of Isaiah.  You are looking at the very beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  What does he do?  He opens the book of Isaiah to the passage above and he reads aloud.  Upon finishing he closes the book, sits down and declares, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  The next thing that happens is the Sermon on the Mount, from which today’s verse was taken.  The first words Jesus said were, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” The next words out of his mouth are today’s verse.

Do you see that the importance of this message to God is revealed in its positioning?  Neither God nor Jesus waste any time in getting this message out.  Not only that but who do you suppose are those who are poor in spirit?  Might they be the ones who do not know the Lord and do not already know that which Jesus is about to say.  In other words, are the poor in spirit the people who do not know that God has the oil of gladness to give them in place of their sackcloth?  I really think so.  I think the poor in spirit are those who do not know the great gifts that God has for them; those who do not know or do not believe that God is a good God, that He is a present God and that He has love and concern for them.  That would make one a poor, poor person.  Who is she who is rich?  Certainly the one who has a revelation of a loving and dynamic, involved God is rich; the one who knows that God is first a father.

My point?  My point is that God is very concerned about your emotional state as well as your physical and spiritual status.  He has made provision for you so that you do not have to remain sad and forlorn.  He has purchased for you the robes of gladness.  His Word has many, many expressions of concern over your distress and suffering and He means to convey to you that you do not have to remain in that state.  He has prepared the way of your salvation from grief, mourning, sadness and depression.  He has made the “Son” rise on all of those troubles and paved a way out of them for you.  Now that you have this knowledge all you have to do is to turn to Him and receive that which He has already prepared for you.  Just go to Him and thank Him for anticipating your need and tell you that you receive the deliverance and joy that He has prepared just for you, in Jesus’ name.

1263. Monday, February 13, 2012

Psalm 16: 11
You will make known to me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; in Your right hand there are pleasures forever.

I have spent some time thinking about the Book of Psalms and what I find is that through the Psalms we get to experience David’s trials and triumphs.  King David gives us a very personal firsthand account of a person who was confronted with many hardships yet learned, even from a young age, how to let God be his victory.  We see David filled with doubt only to rise to the pinnacle of faith and trust.  He knew how to believe God and be delivered.  He knew the sweetness of God’s presence.  This is the person who wrote the twenty-third psalm.  He knew what it meant to follow God’s leading and he knew that when he allowed himself to be led by God that he would end up lying in green pastures beside the still, calm waters.  But this is a man who also trod through the valley of the shadow of death yet he did so without fear because he knew that God would deliver him and at the end he would lie peacefully and contentedly in lush pastures.  He knew that he could close his eyes and listen to the sound of the breeze in the trees and the gentle lapping of the water on the shore because he knew that his God would protect and keep him.

When we allow ourselves to become immersed in the experience of the Psalms, we feel the press of enemies upon every side.  We endure the dangerous predicaments with which David was confronted.  And then, when all seems lost; when the enemy is upon us, David shows us the way, not of escape, but of victory.  When fear beckons and the terror of the night is upon us, David points us to the light and the way.  Our way becomes secure and victorious through our faith and our trust in our God and Lord.  But God does not just deliver us from this present darkness.  He leads us in the path of life and that path does much more than just provide us a way out of trouble.  It leads us into His presence.  In His presence is everything pertaining to life.  In His presence is joy in fullness and pleasures.  

Sometimes in our theology we paint a picture of God who delivers us from trouble but then we fail to complete the picture with the pleasures and joy that God has in his right hand for us.  We are able to comprehend and accept a God who will rescue us but not one who will bless us.  This error is a result of human frailty and reasoning.  This is not a picture of our God, the one true God.  This is a picture of a man-made God who is only as big as the mind of man can conceive.  We need not worship a God of our conception though.  There is a God who is real and who is in love with you.  Our challenge is to accept Him as He is and not remake Him in our image.  We are to expand and enlarge ourselves so that we can accept Him as He is.  And He is glorious, and great and completely in love with you.  He is a strong refuge in which you can and should hide yourself.  But should you get out in the world and get entangled in the world’s mess, then He is a faithful to deliverer and He will set you back on the path that leads you into His presence and to your stronghold of protection.  Then He will shower you with gifts and pleasures forever.  

Allow yourself to experience the God of David.  Allow yourself to be fully immersed in the passion of David’s writing.  Open yourself to experience what David reveals.  I think you will find a new relationship with your heavenly father, one that is full of His grace, His joy and benevolence.  Allow yourself to experience a bigger God.  He is all in all and wants to be that in your life.

1264. Tuesday, February 14, 2012

Philemon 7
For I have come to have much joy and comfort in your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.
Paul, in writing to Philemon, expresses his delight in the ministry of Philemon.  There was a church in the house of Philemon and through this gathering of believers Philemon was using his faith and his love to minister to the hearts of the people.  If your Bible has footnotes you will see that the word “hearts” actually refers to the innermost parts of a person.  So Philemon was ministering to the innermost part of the saints.  In other words, he ministered to their spirits.  That is the true calling of ministry, to build up the saints in their innermost man, the spirit.

There are many ways to edify the spirit of a believer.  Sharing the Word of God, of course, has to be at the top of the list.   In reading this passage of scripture I believe that Philemon was an encourager of the saints.  Paul recognized that the saints were “refreshed” through Philemon.  When we preach the Word of God it does bring encouragement.  The word of God refreshes even the weariest of spirits.  We have good news to share.  There is grace and mercy for all and Jesus’ victory has reconciled and redeemed us.

Some people are called to formal ministry.  For those of us who are we must be diligent and mindful to encourage the saints.  Even though there are times when God has an instructive word to be delivered, He always intends that it will build up the body, not tear it down.  But those called to ministry are not the only encouragers in the body.  Perhaps the greater part of the ministry of encouragement takes place in the body.  We need each other.  One of the important features of church service is the fellowship with other believers.  Your faith encourages me and it gets passed along to another.  So do not minimize your importance in the body of Christ.  Your fellow believers need to hear a good word from another believer.  

1265. Wednesday, February 15, 2012

1 Kings 4: 29

Now God gave Solomon wisdom and very great discernment and breadth of mind, like the sand that is on the seashore.

Imagine God appearing to you and telling you to ask what you would of him.  For what would you ask?  I am going to guess that many of us would not ask for wisdom.  Many of us would ask for riches.  The reason many of us would ask for riches is because we see wealth as an answer to most of our problems.  We think if we just had more money we would be able to resolve a lot of issues in our lives.

Solomon must have already had some wisdom in order to ask for wisdom instead of riches and honor.   Most of us would be afraid to ask for wisdom because we do not really think that wisdom would solve our problems.  Wisdom is not exactly legal tender in this country.  How do you trade wisdom for food or for the car payment?  Solomon was desperate though.  He was following after his father David as king of Israel.  How do you fill the shoes of a king as popular and successful as David?  Solomon did not feel up to the task.  So, he asked God for wisdom.  Actually, when you read the text in 1 Kings 3: 9 you find that he asked God for a “hearing” heart.

Wisdom comes from God and Solomon knew that if he could hear God then he would have wisdom for each situation.  That is all any of us need.  God’s wisdom will see us through every problem and every decision.  All we need is his word on any subject.  And, as you know, when God granted Solomon wisdom, he also gave him riches and honor beyond measure.  Solomon was the richest person in history even to the present.  He was so rich that he only counted his gold.  He threw away the silver because it was just too much trouble to count.  The whole kingdom prospered because Solomon chose God’s wisdom.

“Yeah, but that was Solomon,” you might say.  “He was the king of Israel.”  You might think that Solomon was better situated than you to receive what you ask of the Lord.  Think about this.  Solomon lived before God sent his word into the world.  He lived before the word was made flesh.  He lived before the Holy Spirit was sent to indwell believers.  Solomon didn’t have more than you have.  He had less.  The biggest difference between us and Solomon is that he knew that God was the answer to his predicament.  He knew that he needed God desperately and that only God could carry him through the challenges he would face.  

When God sent Jesus, he sent wisdom into the world.  When Jesus left the face of the earth he sent the Holy Spirit who would communicate all of the wisdom of God to us because his purpose is to reveal the truth, all the truth.  James, Jesus’ brother, told us, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1: 5).  You see, you have the promise of wisdom.  You have only to avail yourself of it.  It you seek God’s wisdom, you really will have need of little else.  He will show you how to prosper financially, socially, physically, spiritually and every other way you can think of.  In every situation seek God’s wisdom.  

1266. Thursday, February 16, 2012

Psalm 5: 12
For it is Thou who dost bless the righteous man, O Lord, Thou dost surround him with favor as with a shield.

To fully appreciate this scripture you must first remember that you are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5: 21).  You did not and cannot earn your righteousness but God gave it to you as a free gift.  Once you accept that you are righteous in Jesus then you can receive the favor of God surrounding you as a shield.  Favor is God’s gift to you because you love Jesus and have made him your Lord.

The favor of God surrounds you on all sides to help you in every situation.  It causes all things to work more easily for you.  You just have blessing on your life.  It also protects you from undesirable elements as long as you are not dipping your foot into those ponds.  It is a forward and a rear guard so that anyone or anything which approaches you must first encounter the favor of God.  
All you have to do now is to accept the favor and thank God for it.  Expect people to see you with favor and don’t forget to give God the glory.
1267. Friday, February 17, 2012

Psalm 145: 1 - 7

I will extol thee, my God, O King; and I will bless Thy name forever and ever.  2 Every day I will bless Thee, and I will praise Thy name forever and ever.  3 Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised; and His greatness is unsearchable.  4 One generation shall praise Thy works to another, and shall declare Thy mighty acts.  5 On the glorious splendor of Thy majesty, and on Thy wonderful works, I will meditate.  6 And men shall speak of the power of Thine awesome acts; and I will tell of Thy greatness.  7 They shall eagerly utter the memory of Thine abundant goodness, and shall shout joyfully of Thy righteousness.

There is one area in which I think most Christians are lacking.  That is in praising the Father and declaring His goodness.  I don’t think we spend enough time bragging on our God and all of the wonderful things He does for us.  He is mighty and worthy to be praised.  

I am specifically talking about the time we spend out of church.  Yes, it is good to praise the Lord and worship Him in church and sometimes we are very good at that but what I am talking about is our everyday life.  In this Psalm, David seems to want to tell everyone how good his God is.  His attitude blesses me but it shames me as well.  And it is not only about what God has done for us individually or collectively but rather about who He is.  He is worthy to be praised just because of who He is.

What speaks loudly about this Psalm is that it seems to speak of a different kind of praise than that which we might lift up in the congregation.  This is an everyday extoling and the open declaration of the greatness of God.  I would love to see the American Christian church grow in this area.  This is not something, however, that we can just drum up.  It must come from our spirits.  We must experience a change of heart and culture.  But if we each begin to individually meditate and pray over this idea, I believe we will see a change in our own hearts and even in the words of our own mouths.  Perhaps that will influence other Christians to openly proclaim the might and majesty of the Lord too.

1268. Monday, February 20, 2012

John 4: 23 
But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.  

The time has come for the true believers of Christ to first worship him and secondly that the worship shall be in spirit and the truth.  So there are two parts to this idea. First of all, that we should worship the Father, God and secondly the manner of worship we are to offer.  I would like to address the first part today.

 I wonder if we truly offer Jesus worship.  We go to church and participate in rituals of worship but it is so easy for those to become just that, rituals.  The Greek word used in this passage to denote worship or worshippers is “proskuneo.”  It is formed by two words, the first of which means “toward or forward.”  The second one means “to kiss.”  So the formal, literal idea of this Greek word means to bow down and kiss.  The image this conjures is of one bowing and kissing the feet of a Lord.

Strong’s Concordance explains this word as: to fawn or crouch to, i.e. (literally or figuratively) prostrate oneself in homage (do reverence to, adore).  Very literally this worship is bowing and kowtowing.  It is demonstratively submitting oneself to the authority of the worshipped.  God does not want demonstrations of worship though and the full meaning and inflection of the word shows us that the bowing and kissing are expressions of our adoration and reverence.  To worship God means to express your adoration and reverence of the Holy One.

Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words explains proskuneo this way.  “To make obeisance, do reverence to.  It is used of an act of homage or reverence.”  Obeisance according to Webster’s is, “a gesture of respect or reverence, such as a bow, curtsy, etc.  2. the attitude shown by this; homage; deference.” 

So in sum we are to show a true reverence and adoration to the Lord.  There is an act involved.  There is a true expression of devotion which accompanies a true attitude of devoted adoration.  It is not just the act of bowing before the Lord.  No amount of genuflecting is ever going to impress Him.  No, meaningless acts of adoration or service are an odor in His nostrils.

What, then, does all of this mean?  In its truest form what does it mean to be a Christian?  It seems to me that it means more than that we sit on a Christian pew on Sunday.  It must, at its base, mean that we worship the Christian God and His Christ.  Can we, therefore, truly consider ourselves Christians if we do not offer worship to our Lord and our God?  To offer worship which is more than empty ritual, we must hold a sincere faith which is characterized by true adoration and reverential love of our Lord.  It is more than an emotion.  Emotions can be fleeting and shallow.   This public or private homage that we pay to our God and Father is only meaningful if it is given freely and from deep devotion.  We must sincerely desire to bless our Holy Father with an expression of our deepest thoughts, feelings and convictions.  It is to give Him the praise He is due.

This is what it means to be a Christian.  Jesus said that the time has come for us to worship the Father.  Can we genuinely say that we regularly worship Him; that we offer Him homage and praise?  Can we really and honestly say that our churches are places of worship?  Or have we fallen into the trap of just going through the motions?  Do homage unto the Lord.  Humble yourself before Him and tell Him of your truly held belief of His worthiness for Honor and praise.  Give Him honor and praise.   

1269. Tuesday, February 21, 2012

John 4: 24

God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.

Yesterday we looked at what it means to worship our Father.  We said that it is an act of obeisance or homage deriving from a sincere attitude of the same.  It is an overt expression of a deeply felt adoration and reverence.  Jesus said that the hour has come for the true worshippers to worship the Father in spirit and truth and that Father God is seeking such people.  

Today we are looking at the very next verse.  It is remarkable that Jesus repeats himself almost verbatim from the previous verse.  It is unprecedented so Jesus must have been trying to drive home a point.  That point seems to be threefold: (1) that we must worship our Father, (2) worship in truth, and (3) worship in spirit.

Worship is more than a demonstrative act of humility.  Just to bow down to the Father means nothing if it is not as an expression of heartfelt devotion.  Jesus wants us to worship our Father in and with our spirits.  We can bow our bodies but that is to show respect with our bodies.  We can pray and speak his praises but that may only be the exercise of our will or mind.  Jesus wants us to connect with the Father on the spiritual level.  He wants us to use our spirits to worship the Father.  We bow down in our spirits, humbling ourselves before our God.  We may or may not bow down with our bodies but our spirits certainly do.  We are to do homage to our Lord through the exercise of our spirits.

Now some of you have never been in touch with your spirit.  That is okay.  We all start at the same place.  It is just a matter of learning and exercise.  Your spirit represents that deepest part of you.  It is not emotions; your emotions are part of your soul.  It is your heart of hearts.   When you want to speak with God through your spirit you may find first that you need time to quiet your body and mind.  It may take some contemplative, meditative time.  This is especially true in the beginning.  If you know how to pray in tongues that is a good place to begin because it automatically engages your spirit.  Then try to let your mind relax until your mind is not one constant stream of consciousness.  Think on God and who he is to you, allowing yourself to open up on the inside.  Then from your deepest self communicate to Him your love and devotion.  Let your heart express to God its deep affection towards Him.  Humble yourself before Him in your innermost being.  Let the core of who you are bow down to the One God, our Father.  

True Christians ought to be able to worship the Father but we may have fallen out of practice.  Worship Him in Spirit and in truth.  Worship Him because He is worthy to be praised.  Give God the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

1270. Wednesday, February 22, 2012

John 5: 18
For this cause therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because he not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.

This passage is at the end of the story about Jesus healing the lame man who was at the pool of Bethesda.  Jesus told the man to arise, take up his pallet and walk.  There was a problem though.  This occurred on the Sabbath.  The Jews chastised Jesus for “working” on the Sabbath.  But if you think they were mad about that, their anger was only beginning to be kindled.  When Jesus then called God his Father they lost their minds and wanted to kill him.  Although they were keen on the commandment regarding the keeping of the Sabbath, I guess these “holy” men forgot the part of the law that said thou shalt not commit murder as is so often the case with people who condemn others.

It is a bit hard for us to fully appreciate this dynamic as we sit in a completely different culture 2000 years later.  This was a big deal to these people though.  Even though they were the chosen of God, his own people, they had a lowly, worm in the desert attitude.  Their beliefs said that to call God your Father was to elevate yourself to His level.  Remember, these are God’s own chosen people, His chosen race.  If they did not call God Father, then who could?  You would drive them straight out of their minds.

You and I take it for granted that God is our Father.  It is a given and yet saying so in Jesus’ time was sacrilege.  You might be killed for calling Him Father.  This is the message of reconciliation.  Jesus has restored humans to a right relationship with God; a loving, warm and intimate relationship with Him.  This is also the message that Jesus preached.  He talked about our heavenly Father.  What we take for granted was heresy in that day.  But glory to Jesus who redeemed us from the curse of the law and transplanted us into his own kingdom.

You have what God’s own chosen people did not have in Jesus’ time.  His own beloved nation was a foreigner and an outcast; no longer sons but now servants.  That was never God’s intention.  He always wanted kids.  He wanted a family.  And that is why He even made the earth, so that we would have a home.  God used to walk through the Garden of Eden with Adam in the cool of the day.  That was God’s desire, to walk among us and fellowship with us.

God has never changed.  From Adam to Jesus we see a God wanting to be a friend and a Father to humanity.  Yes, He is God and we should revere Him but He is also a Dad and we should appreciate the great privilege that has been afforded us through the completed work of Jesus our Messiah.  If you do not know Him as Father, if you do not or cannot call upon Him as your own Dad then you are missing the essential effect of the work of reconciliation.  Don’t let a pharisaical theology rob you of your own Father.  Call upon Him as your own and let Him be what He has always wanted to be, your Dad.
1271. Thursday, February 23, 2012

John 6: 27 – 29
“Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man shall give to you, for on Him the Father, even God, has set His seal.”  They said therefore to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?”  Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”

This exchange takes place just after Jesus fed the five thousand.  They had been fed and then they followed Jesus when he crossed over the sea.  Jesus told them that they followed him because he filled their bellies.  He accuses them of following him not because of the spiritual guidance he gave but because their flesh and appetites were satisfied.  Jesus told them not to spend their energy working for perishable food but rather to seek the food that satisfies even unto eternal life.  So they asked him, “What work shall we do?”  Jesus answers that the work of God is to believe in he whom God sent.  In other words, if you want to do the works of God, then you are to believe in Jesus.

This is enlightening.  Many Christians run around trying to do the works of God and we debate endlessly about what “works” we should be doing.  But Jesus has given us the answer.  He is not after your physical work.  He is after your spiritual labor.  Recall that we are to worship the Lord in Spirit and truth.  Well this is part of our spiritual effort.  We are to engage our spirits in our service to the Lord seeking him.

Don’t you imagine that the people that asked Jesus the question above were surprised by his answer?  They probably expected some religious answer like serve at the temple a day a week or feed the hungry.  But you see, those are works of the flesh, where you send your flesh out to do some kind of work.  Jesus wants something more precious and more intimate.  He said that the work that he and the Father require is that you believe in Him.  He is calling you to work in your spirit.  He wants you to believe in Him not just in your mind but down in your heart.  He wants you to believe in the words He has spoken and perform them.  He is after your heart not your physical labor.  If you want the bread of life which has come down from heaven and gives eternal life to all who partake of it, then you have to actively engage yourself in believing him and his words.  

A word of caution; this believing is not talking about mentally believing.  Even the demons in hell believe that Jesus is the Son of God.  That kind of believing is called mental assent.  It is nothing more than intellectually accepting a presented fact.  Just believing that Jesus is the Son of God does not distinguish you from anyone and certainly is not what Jesus is talking about in this passage.  He goes on to say that we must eat of the bread of life, not just acknowledge it.  You must partake of him, consume him.  You must get to know him and believe what he teaches above all else.  We are to open our hearts to believing what he speaks to us and to obeying all that he tells us.  That is the prescribed works of God.

1272. Friday, February 24, 2012

Titus 1: 7

(Amplified)

For the bishop (an overseer) as God's steward must be blameless, not self-willed or arrogant or presumptuous; he must not be quick-tempered or given to drink or pugnacious (brawling, violent); he must not be grasping and greedy for filthy lucre (financial gain).

We are dealing here with the qualifications of an elder or the characteristics of a mature Christian.  In that sense this verse applies to us all because we are supposed to all grow up into a maturity in the things of God so that we may lead and teach others as we reach seniority.

The word pugnacious got my attention as I read this verse so I looked it up in the dictionary.  Webster’s defines it this way: combative, eager and ready to fight; quarrelsome.  As I read this definition I thought that each of us probably knows someone who qualifies as pugnacious.  Hopefully that person does not look back at us from the mirror.  Even if she/he is the person in the mirror, there is grace for this.  

God does not want you to be quarrelsome and disagreeable.  Believe me, your testimony has little value if people perceive you as always willing to put up a fight or as argumentative.  I am not implying that there are not things worth fighting for.  Just insult my heavenly Father’s goodness in my presence and see.  Paul, the author of this letter, certainly was a fighter.  Paul is trying to lead us away from being a combative personality.  It really gets old being around a person who seems poised to a fight at all times.  Eventually you learn to say nothing around them so as to avoid the fight.  Well, how can there be any meaningful relationship with that person if no one can converse with them.  How can they ever hope to lead if people are unwilling to talk with them?  And beyond that, they are just no fun to be around.

If you think you have a tendency to be a bit combative, then just speak with God about it.  He knew you weren’t perfect when He got you.  He did provide the means for you to be transformed, though.  Romans 12: 2 says that transformation takes place by the renewing of our minds.  And God sent His own Spirit to provide the power for reformation.  Just tell Dad that you would like that characteristic changed and give the Holy Spirit permission to work with you.  Then use the mind God gave you to reform your thinking thereby reforming your behaviors.  Meditate on the characteristics of Jesus and ask the Holy Spirit to manifest these in your life.  I recommend that you meditate on Galatians 5: 22 and 1 Corinthians 13.  Then you will be able to put away those boxing gloves and live a more peaceful life.

1273. Monday, February 27, 2012

2 Chronicles 20: 15, 17
Do not fear or be dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours but God’s.  17 You need not fight in this battle; station yourselves, stand and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.  Do not fear or be dismayed.

This is a key principle for the life of a Christian.  Once we accept Jesus as our Lord we must learn to let the Lord fight our battles.  In feudal times that was a large part of why one would align himself with and swear fealty to a lord.  The lord, then, was responsible for defending the realm.  It was he who fought the battles.  You cannot pick on me without offending my Lord.  When anyone of you is attacked or persecuted, the Lord Jesus Christ takes it personally and it is he who rushes in to defend you.

Your part is to get out of the way.  Notice that God directed his nation to position themselves where they could observe the battle but they were not to engage in it.  God is saying the same thing to you and me today.  He does not want us fighting our own battles.  We just pray to Him, give Him the care of the situation and then just stand there and behold the glory of the Lord.

The other part of this story which is not reflected in the verse selection for today is that the praise group was stationed in the forefront and when they began to praise God He routed the enemy for them.  So, what am I saying?  I mean to convey that your energy is to be spent in the prayer closet and in praise.  Give your Father the problem, expect Him to resolve it in your favor and stand expectantly watching the Glory of His salvation.  Praise Him.  Your time in fighting the battle is only in praying to the Father and in praising Him.  The battle is His.  Stand and see the glory of the Lord on your behalf.  Do not fear because this battle is not yours.  It is God’s and He has many ways to make you the victor.  Glorify Him for He is your champion.

1274. Tuesday, February 28, 2012

2 Corinthians 3: 18

(Amplified)

And all of us, as with unveiled face, [because we] continued to behold [in the Word of God] as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are constantly being transfigured into His very own image in ever increasing splendor and from one degree of glory to another; [for this comes] from the Lord [Who is] the Spirit.

God is remaking us, transforming us into the very image of Himself.  He accomplishes this as we behold Him in His word.  When a person is born again, her spirit is instantly renewed.  We become reborn in the image of Jesus in that moment.  Our souls, however, are still ingrained with our own personalities, experiences, strengths and weaknesses.  We are marked by our former victories and failures.  But as we behold the Lord in His word, the Lord remakes us into an image of himself.  We begin to take on his glory instead of our own.  His victory becomes ours; his strength becomes ours.  We lose ourselves in him as one loses themselves in a lover.  We become part of his glory.

You may say, “I don’t want to lose myself though.   I don’t want to cease to be me.”  What you have to lose is your injuries and your damage.  You gain his healing, his grace and his victory.  He doesn’t unmake you, he remakes you.  We become transfigured the way he himself became transfigured on the Mount of Transfiguration.  The more time we spend with him the more we become glorified in him because we behold his glory.  We become reflected in him and him in us.  We wear his glory.  He gives us his own glory.  Everything he is and everything he has he transmits to us as we behold him face to face.  Be transformed by beholding him.  Be transformed into his very own image bit by bit, glory by glory.

1275. Wednesday, February 29, 2012

Ephesians 4: 22

That in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind.

When we become Christians we are supposed to be changed.  We are to cast aside our former life which is in decay anyway and take up the life of Christ whereby we are renewed daily.  This verse tells us that in order to take up the new life that Christ has for us we must lay aside the old self. The word “self” indicates the part of us that is self-aware.  It is the ego in the psychological sense of the word.  It is the part of our personality that is most conscious of how we the world impacts us and how we interact with the world.  It is also the part of our personality that most guides our behaviors.

So one of the implications of today’s verse is that we will lay aside some of our old behaviors.  We are not supposed to follow our old lusts but we are to yearn for the life giving truth of the Lord Jesus.  His love calls us to a new place where priorities are shifted.  You see, our former behaviors were driven by that which we sought after.  Now as our hearts seek different desires, our behaviors are automatically changed.  Perhaps persistent behavioral patterns, then, are a reflection that our hearts are not completely renewed, that our hunger for the Lord is not complete and full.

The good news is that as your desires change, your behaviors follow.  This is good news because we all know how difficult it is to change one’s behavior through an act of the will.  I believe that it why addicts suffer so many hardships.  It is very difficult for them just to avoid or deny the thing that they most desire.  But when the thing that you most desire changes, then you are able to pass by the former lusts of the flesh.  When your spirit has a strong desire, the wants of the flesh are subjugated.   You are transformed into a new person having laid aside the desires of the old self as you focus on Jesus and his glory.  Set your eyes firmly on him and observe how you are transformed into a new creation in Christ Jesus.

1276. Thursday, March 1, 2012

Romans 12: 2
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.

The secret to transforming your life is in transforming yourself.  None of us is perfect in the flesh but we are perfect in Christ Jesus.  When Jesus enters our hearts he renews our spirit.  We must undertake the work of transformation of our souls through the renewing of our minds.  Jesus does not just move in and redecorate the house.  He recognizes and honors that you are still the owner of the house and it is your decision whether or not to make changes.  Most people do want to be transformed into the glory of Jesus, they just do not know how to go about it.  

First of all, it is not accomplished through the power of your might.  It is realized by the working of the Holy Spirit.  You work with Him.  Like a good decorator, he will make suggestions but you must ultimately be the one to make the choices and give him permission to work in you.  Then through renewing your mind with the scriptures, you are transformed into “You version 2.0”.  You will still be you but you will be a better version of yourself.  And the new you will be much happier, more successful and infinitely less stressed.  As we grow in our normal, secular lives we expect to mature and improve.  This is then the spiritual maturation and improvement.  We grow and change through the help of God’s Spirit rather than by our own efforts.

If you have something about yourself that you do not like then you know that it is hard to change.  Even if you have been trying to change yourself for years you may find that you still do the thing that you do not want to do.  For those who have Jesus as Lord, the struggle is finally over.  Jesus sent a helper and it is through him that all things are possible.

Secondly, any significant change must be preceded through our thoughts.  We are not going to be transformed in our actions until we have had a remaking of our thought life.  If you think you are unworthy, then you are going to behave like you are unworthy and you will expect the rewards of one who is unworthy.  If you think that your righteousness is in Jesus rather than in your works, then you are likely to behave and have expectations that are compatible with that view.

Lastly, it is clear to me that no Christian is going to make significant strides in their spiritual life without spending time in the Bible.  You are exposed to the world’s view of everything all day, every day.  If you do not educate yourself to God’s view of the situation, then you will not benefit from the anointing of the Christian life.  Sure you will go to heaven and that is important but while you are on this earth you will live the defeat of the unsaved.  You will not have the epiphanies of God informing or affecting your life.  This is why we must renew our minds, because God has something to say about the situations affecting your life.  He has solutions for you which are beyond the scope of what the world has to offer.  You can only avail yourself of them though if you will take the time to find out what He says.  If you spend all day listening to the world, then you are going to be like the world.  But if you will renew your mind, give it new ways to think, Godly ways to think, then your life will be transformed.  Then you will walk in God’s victories instead of the world’s defeat.  Wash your brain.  Renew it with the blessed Word of God.
1277. Friday, March 2, 2012

Romans 8: 29

New King James

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.

God always knew that you would be among His elect.  And He ordained, at the beginning of time, that you would receive a divine makeover.  You are the winner of a Christ image makeover.  God has created in you a child of his own choosing, one to be of His household.  This is a very great honor and you did not have to earn it.  Jesus is the first of the household of the Almighty but you are an heir to the promise too.

This reminds me of the princess movies with Anne Hathaway.  You may not have even known that you were predestined to be a princess or a prince but you are chosen.  Perhaps when you come to the King you, like Anne Hathaway’s character, are not very graceful or clean.  Perhaps you have little poise and bearing.  Maybe your image is a mess.  Despite your blemishes and awkwardness, you are a member of the royal family and God has already provided a big brother to show you the way and has put all resources in your hand.  God has provided divine servants, leaders and teachers, to help you to remake yourself into the very image of an heir of the high house.  Your visage conforms to the image of the first born with all the grace and royal bearing of he who is first.  All who see you see the same grace that adorns the firstborn.

God knew that you were destined to a royal priesthood.  He knew that you were destined to take up a position in His court as one of His own heirs.  So he provided for your sackcloth to be traded in for praise robes.  He made accessible the finest garments, soaps, perfumes and oils.  He has clothed you with favor and a noble position, one that can only be held by the offspring of the King.  You were divinely appointed to grace the inner court and God has made every resource available to you so that you may take on the mantle of an heir and a princess or prince.  Your stains have been removed; your hair has been unmatted.  The stench of your former uncleanness has been washed away and the finest raiments are at your disposal.  

All has been provided for you.  You, though, must take advantage of the gifts proffered you.  You also must make your self-image reflect the image God has of you.  What is the point of cleaning up the outside if you never allow yourself to be remade on the inside?  What good is it to put on a kingly robe just to go about like a serf?  Although you may be adorned as the king, do you still have the image of a pig farmer?  You must begin to see yourself as the child of the king and put on the internal image that Jesus has prepared for you.  Don’t slump around in the corner of the throne room when a seat has been prepared for you next to the king.  Allow your image, especially your self-image, to be remade so that it conforms to the very image of Jesus.  See yourself following in his footsteps.  God has provided everything you need but you must allow your mind to be renewed.  You must take an active part in cooperating with the divine hairdresser and make-up artist.  God cannot remake you without your participation.  You have to show up for your appointment.

So you can stay in your rags, smelling like yesterday’s trash and kick stones around in the courtyard or you can come in and take your place at the king’s table.  It is your decision alone.  God has already set your place.  He is longing for you.  Won’t you choose to join Him and Jesus at the table of life?  Everything is prepared and awaiting you.  Renew your mind, renew your thinking and accept your place.
1278. Monday, March 5, 2012

Psalm 107: 20
He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.

The first chapter of John tells us that Jesus is the Word of God.  Therefore, it is Jesus whom God sent to us as our healing.  It is Jesus who has delivered us from our destructions.  The footnote in verse 20 for destructions says “pits”.  Jesus has delivered us from the pits.  Isn’t that good news?  You never have to be down in the pits again.  He has healed us and delivered us.  

But here is the caveat.  In truth, this is part of that “renewing of the mind” that I shared with you last week.  This verse only works for you when your mind is renewed to it.  If you didn’t know that God sent his word and healed you, then you would not form an expectation of healing.  If you didn’t know this verse existed, then you wouldn’t think in terms of God having already sent His healing to you.  So, first we must become aware of God’s provision for us.  Secondly, we must believe.  We must believe that God’s word is true and that it applies to each of us.  None of us is more important to Him than any other so we each must know that God’s promise of healing is just as much for us as for any other.

As to the first point, renewing your mind to God’s promises to you, there is only one way to accomplish this.  You must find out what the Word says.  Now, you can read the Bible for yourself, you can listen to minsters share the Word of God and you can buy books and tapes by Christian teachers and read and listen to them.  Of course, I recommend that you do all of the above but the main point is that you have to put the Word in you.  If you have never read a book by a Bible teacher, then you are missing an opportunity.  There is a book for every need and the nice thing about a book on a single topic is that it is a very focused teaching.  You will learn what you need regarding that topic.  The main thing you have to check in order to pick a good author and a good book is how fully scripture is used to teach.  It is the Word of God which will deliver you (see today’s verse) not some person’s opinion.  A Bible teacher gathers topical scriptures together in one place for you and then expounds on what they mean.  You must have the Word though.  It is the Word that heals, it is the Word that delivers.

Jesus told us that he is the life (John 14: 6) and we know that he is the Word so as you fill up on the Word, you are filling up on life.  You can fill up with so much of the life of God that it will literally become hard for you to die.  Filling up on life certainly will positively affect your health.  Your youth will be restored as will your vitality.  But first you must put the Word of life in you.

Secondly you must believe that God’s Word is true and that it applies to you.  If your response to a healing scripture is, “Oh, that all passed away with the old Patriarchs,” then it is going to be difficult for that Word to renew your body.  You must renew your mind to God’s way of thinking.  You have to know that He is not a man that He should lie (Numbers 23: 19).  Nor has He or will He change His mind (1 Samuel 15: 29).  He has provided healing for your body, restoration for your mind and has delivered you from every pit.  He sent His Word and healed you.  He sent His Son to deliver you.  Fill up on life; fill up on the Word of God.

1279. Tuesday, March 6, 2012

Romans 10: 17
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

We are to live by faith (Romans 1: 17).   But how do we gain this faith.  Look at today’s verse in the New Living Translation, “So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about Christ.”  So it is that we acquire faith for living.  We must hear the Word.  Through our personal immersion in the Word, our faith is built.

Today’s technology is both a curse and a blessing.  Sometimes it would be nice if there was not the constant noise of a high tech society.  One of the benefits of our technology, though, is that there is no shortage of opportunities to receive the Word.  You can have someone preach to you anytime you want.  Put a CD in the player or rip it to your MP3 player.  Search content on your tablet or smart phone.  Turn on the TV and find many of your favorite teachers at any time of the day.  And if that is not enough, go to their website and you can listen to this week’s message or dive into the archives for years’ worth of teaching.  There is no reason why anyone in this society is starved for the Word.  It is available through ever sort of media device.  And if all of that fails, we still have access to printed Bibles.  Most of us own more than one.  That alone would be a great privilege in some countries.  But where people in other countries are starving for the Word and suffer great risk to obtain a Bible, we seem to take our advantages for granted.  I sometimes wonder if the Bible were outlawed would we zealously crave it.  Maybe it is too easy for us.  

I am grateful for the access to so many wonderful Bible teachers and I think we are very blessed to live in this country.   If I miss a favorite teacher’s television program, I can go to his/her website and replay it.  Since we are to live by our faith, it is great that there are so many opportunities for us to build our faith.  Really, there is no reason why most of can’t get a daily feeding.  

The other side of the coin is that the world is more stressful in some ways than it used to be and we need the daily bread.  Even the very technology that is such a blessing can be overwhelming and even oppressive.  We need the nurturing of the Word.  Thank God it is so readily available.  If you don’t feel that your faith is where you need it to be, then you know that you need more of God’s Word.  If you are not getting enough of His Word to keep you nourished then buy some CD’s to listen to in your car on the way to work.  Download some MP3 files to your phone.  Get a Bible application for your iPad or other tablet and let it read aloud to you.  Don’t let yourself be drained of your strength.  There are resources available.  If you haven’t read a Joyce Meyer book go to JMM.org and order one.  You will be blessed to read from those who have travelled the road before you.  Just make sure that you are getting enough of God’s Word to keep you filled up.  God knows you need it these days.

1280. Wednesday, March 7, 2012

John 6: 15

So Jesus … withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone. 

Today’s message is a bit the reverse of yesterday’s but still the same theme.  The theme is communing with God.  Yesterday I wrote about how technology is such a potent tool in enabling us to increase our exposure to the Word of God.  Today I wish to say, “Do not let technology rule you.”

These days we are almost over run by technology at times.  There are TV’s everywhere.  Monday I heard a CEO interviewed on Squawkbox.  He was saying that they are developing a technology by which television will be everywhere.  I know that many people will be thrilled by that but it sounds a bit like torture too.  

I went to the workout room to have a bit of a workout recently and took my book so that I could read while I did my cardio.  I had received a work of fiction for Christmas and this was my treat to myself to get to read it instead of reading something educational.  When I arrived at the workout room there was a gentleman there already.  He had an iPod strapped to his arm and seemed to be enjoying his time on the treadmill.  But above him, in both of the front corners of the room were televisions.  The volume was turned up quite high and the station was tuned to a 24 hour news channel.  Really?  Does listening to that negative, depressing news help people to have better workouts?   Wouldn’t you prefer something upbeat?  More to the point, perhaps what you want to listen to is different from what is playing on the TV or what the gentleman with the iPod.  No problem.  Play what you want to listen to on your MP3 player.  And what if you just want quiet so that you can read?  Instead of having a television blaring, why can’t we have quiet or take our own personal players to our workout.  You are never going to please everyone with the choice of station.  Then next time I went to the workout room there were two guys in there working out together and they had their own boom box.  They were able to program the kind of music that gave them the greatest lift.  

At another gym there was a television in the locker room.  I went to the dentist for my regular checkup and guess what.  They had a television perched right over my head.  I could hardly get in or out of the chair without cracking my head on the monitor.  Of course it was programmed to a news channel.  It is not bad enough to have a dentist poking and scraping but you’ve got to listen to the droning on and on of bad news at the same time?  Don’t get me wrong.  I think you need to know what is going on but I don’t think it is healthy for you to have the negativity of the news drilled at you 24 hours a day.  No wonder you are depressed.  The question I have is, “Why do we feel it is necessary to have a television in every inch of our existence?”

I believe the human psyche needs rest.  It needs quiet time.  We get up in the morning and turn on the TV and then we listen to the radio on the way to work.  When we get home we turn on the TV and it does not go off even when we go to bed.  Some of us even leave it running all night long.  Do you really think we are getting the best sleep possible when a television is playing in the background all night?  What is it about us that we need to be bombarded with media night and day?  Are our only friends our TV friends?  Do we need them to keep us company?  Are we so afraid of being alone with ourselves that we must fill up the space with noise?  Most importantly, how are we ever going to hear God speak amidst the cacophony of other sounds?  How will we ever hear His still, small voice?

I can tell you how Jesus did it.  He got away by himself to a quiet place.  He had to separate himself from the crowds and the noise so that he could hear from God.  We are praying to God for all kinds of answers but we are not always hearing the answers because the volume in our world is turned up so high.  We must suppress some of the noise around us in order to hear from God.  And I believe that our minds need quiet time.  You need time to think and you need time for your mind to rest.  Your mind is being stimulated at an extremely high level all day long.  You need time for it to be at peace.  And let me say again, we need time to think.  People run around on auto-pilot these days and never give themselves time for consideration and thought.  Where are the great thinkers of our age?  In front of a TV set?  

I think that television can be a great tool.  There are superb shows which educate, enlighten and edify.  You can gain access to Christian teachers and preachers who are many miles away from you.  But we can also carry our addiction to media to excess.  Then it begins to harm us instead of help us.  I implore you, therefore; find some quiet time in your day.  Fast your TV one day a week.  Pick up a book and read it.  Sit and talk with the people that share your house.  Take care of yourself by giving yourself some peace and quiet.  If Jesus needed to do it, then it is a good bet that we need that quiet time too.

1281. Thursday, March 8, 2012

1 Samuel 16: 11
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are these all the children?”  And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and behold, he is tending the sheep.”

David was a friend of God.  He was anointed to be king of Israel at a young age, he spent time as King Saul’s armor bearer and, lest we forget, he slew the giant, Goliath.  How did David become such a favored man of God?  I think that part of his success is thanks to the time he spent as a lonely shepherd boy.

David had a lot of time to himself as a shepherd.  He didn’t have an iPod.  He had his harp and a bunch of sheep.  There was no one for him to talk to except the sheep and God.  So, David made the best of that time.  He forged a relationship with God by spending time talking with Him.  The relationship that was built during those lonely days as a shepherd boy served David all the days of his life.  When later in life he needed help, he knew to whom to turn.  And he could call on God as a friend because of the time they spent together previously.  David would never have been able to do all the things for God and for the nation of Israel if he had not already developed a strong relationship with the Father.  He relied very heavily on the strong arm of the Lord.  He also knew how to run into the refuge of our Father.  He wrote love songs to God and sang praises to Him while in the pastures.

Part of Paul’s success may be attributable to alone time as well.  If Paul had not been cast into prison, then he would have probably continued to travel and establish churches among the gentiles.   But because he was confined he was forced to communicate with the churches via letters.  In so doing he authored two-thirds of the New Testament.  His writings provide guidance for us today and Paul stands out to us because of them.  Isn’t it interesting that what could easily be a major negative in his life became the vehicle for greatness.  Just like David turned his lonely time into an advantage, Paul let God use his time in prison to reach more people than he ever could have by being a travelling preacher.  I am not saying that God put him in prison in order to give Paul writing time.  No, I am agreeing with what Paul himself said in Romans 8: 28, “We know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”  

God is able to take the lonely times and turn them into benefit for you.  When we look to God in all of our situations of despair, he is there to turn our lemons into lemonade.  He will find you in your darkest despair and offer you a means of relief and of blessing.

One of the best things that might happen to you is that you have time alone.  It may not feel very good at first but if you look to God, if you get a revelation of His being with you at all times you may find that you are not as alone as you thought.  You may even begin to revel in your alone time.  I think the reason shepherd boys were able to do so much for the Kingdom of God is that they had time alone to commune with God.  They learned about Him and also came to know Him.  Well, you are not likely to be called to tend sheep out in a pasture all by yourself these days.  It is more likely that you do not have very much alone time.  The people who have a lot of time to themselves want companionship and the people who have people with them and around them all of the time want a little time to themselves.

If you have alone time, be grateful and use it to your advantage.  Use it to develop a deeper relationship with God.  If you devoted even a small amount of that time to your relationship with Him you could accomplish great things.  If you are surrounded by people all of the time, find some way to get some time alone.  Lock yourself in the bathroom if you must.  You need some time alone with God.  Learn the lesson of the shepherd boy and forge a deep and meaningful relationship with the Almighty.

1282. Friday, March 9, 2012

Romans 10: 11

For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.”

We’ve been talking this week about knowing God and His Word and believing what He says.  We began Monday with the revelation that God has already sent His Word and healed us.  But, we said, it is important to believe the revelation in order for it to empower your life.  If you don’t believe that God has already provided for your healing then you are not going to expect or accept your healing no matter how He tries to bless you with it.

Today’s verse goes a bit further in trying to encourage you to set out in faith and believe that what God has said is true and also that it is entirely possible for it to manifest in your life.  The Bible tells us that we are supposed to live by our faith (Romans 1: 17).  In Romans 10:17 we learn that faith comes by hearing and hearing the Word.  Our faith will not disappoint.  When we have faith, we also have belief and trust.  Faith invested in God and His Word leads us to deliverance.  Faith in God yields great joy.

You will not be disappointed when your faith is in Him.  Know this, accept it and believe it and when the circumstances look like they are against you and that you are going to be disappointed, stiffen your back and strengthen your resolve that you will not be disappointed because you serve a mighty God.  Don’t give up and don’t give in.  Even if things don’t go your way at first, understand that it is not over until God says it is.  Forget the fat lady’s singing, God has the last word.  

I am reminded of a story from Jerry Savelle about some land that God had promised that he could have.  Savelle watched other people and companies buy that land.  That must have been a little disheartening at first but Savelle is a person of faith so he stood by what God had said.  The land continued to change hands.  Still Savelle stood on the promise of God.  Then the land went into foreclosure.  Jerry Savelle got a phone call from the governmental agency that owned the land.  That agency wanted to get the land off of its books.  Despite the land having a large lien on it, the land was sold to Savelle for an extremely discounted price and the lien was cleared.

So, never mind the facts.  Just believe God.  You will not be disappointed. 

1283. Monday, March 12, 2012

Hebrews 4: 2

For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who hear.

The Word of God is our secret to success.  It is the weapon of our warfare according to Ephesians 6: 17.  It is good news to all who hear it preached and yet it has a greater impact on the lives of some than it does others.  Why?  Paul teaches here that the difference is that one group hears the good news and mixes it with their faith while others do not apply faith to the word which was heard.

Adding faith would seem to imply adding a positive action.   Clearly, just hearing the Word is not enough or it would have profited both groups to which Paul refers equally.  Faith comes by hearing the Word (Romans 10: 17).  Hearing the Word of God is how we develop our faith but then we are supposed to do something with it.

Some of what we do with faith may be very subtle.  We may choose to think differently about situations.  We may change our confessions by faith.  In other words, we may speak differently about situations.  Our faith might move us to prayer when we encounter an obstacle.  It may be that we react differently to a circumstance than we might have previously.  Instead of becoming angry and expressing that anger in not a few words, we arrest ourselves and decide to remain calm and tackle the problem with prayer and faith.

You see, these are not loud, energetic actions but they are the stuff of faith.  When we allow the Word to work within us and change our behaviors because of our faith in our Father and His Word, then we are adding action and faith to the Word heard.  We can sit in church listening to a preacher share the great news of God and of our Lord, Jesus, the Christ, until the cows come home but it will avail us naught or at least very little until we put our faith behind it.  We must take that preached Word and apply it as though we believe it.  And we must make an actual decision to believe God’s Word instead of the circumstances around us.  Don’t let the circumstances dictate the outcome.  Let your Father have the final say.  You’ve heard that expression that it isn’t over until the fat lady sings.  Well, in my household we have changed that to, “It isn’t over until Father says it is.”

So add your faith to the Word you have received.  Mix your faith with the Word of God and cause your actions, behaviors and words to align with the wisdom from above.  Don’t act like the world acts.   Instead, let the Word of God lead you.

1284. Tuesday, March 13, 2012

Hebrews 11: 1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

We have seen that God’s word is our secret to success.  It is the source of good health, rewarding relationships, financial security and victorious living in every area of our lives.  We also know that the Word must be mixed with faith.  Our faith is the activating agent for the Word.  We must expose ourselves to the word as much as possible and then we must add faith to it.  But what really is faith?

This verse is the Biblical definition of faith.  The footnotes to this verse would have you read this verse this way, “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  So faith is substance.  It is not a willy-nilly feeling.  It is actual substance.   Faith is the applied substance of the word.  It takes the Word and activates it into the substance that you need for each area of your life.  We develop faith by hearing and hearing the Word of God.  Then that faith adds teeth to the Word.  It is no longer a passive group of letters on a page.  The Word becomes that living, sharp sword in our hands that the Word describes.  

Faith is the evidence of the things we hope for.  We no longer live only in the hope of those things coming to pass whether it is a job promotion, favor with customers or anything else.  We begin to see those things through faith.  They exist in our reality because faith is the evidence of the things not yet seen.  They have become real to us.  Though those things may not be in our hands yet, they exist in our spirits.  They have become real because of faith in the Word of our Father.  No evidence to the contrary will sway us because we have the evidence of the Word through faith.

Faith is letting God having the last word.  It is believing that what God says about a situation or dream is more real and more true than the evidence of facts or circumstances.  Faith causes us to move on what God’s word says rather than on the evidence of our surroundings.  It causes our actions to alter so that we behave and speak in a way that is consistent with the Word of our Lord.  Faith is a real substance and when combined with knowledge of the Word of God it creates everyday miracles.  It creates a lifestyle of greater ease and of multiplied blessing in our lives and in the lives of those around us.  It is the assurance, the absolute assurance, that you will receive those things for which you hope and it is the evidence of those things which are unseen.

1285. Wednesday, March 14, 2012

Hebrews 11: 2, 6(a)

For by it (faith) the men of old gained approval.  6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him.

Without faith it is impossible to please God.  It seems clear, then, that we are supposed to live by faith.  That is why it is important for us to teach on and learn about faith.  It is the medium through which we are supposed to conduct our lives and it is our connecting link with God and His Word.  Faith is not just a topic for the so called “faith preachers” of the world.  We all have a mandate from God to live by faith.

The patriarchs lived by faith and it was accounted to them as righteousness.  By faith Abraham left the land of his father and went where God led him not knowing where he was going.  He trusted God to fulfill His promise and disregarded the insecurity of not knowing where he was being led.  That is a key element of faith.  We have to trust the leading of God and disregard the fear of the unknown because many times as you follow God you will be walking in the unknown.  Faith causes you to take those first tenuous steps regardless of your apprehension.

Faith is stepping out on God’s word despite the evidence of the world and despite the naysayers.  It is trusting God even when your friends don’t understand you.  It is okay because you will become a friend of God.  Your friends will see the fruit in your life and want the same for their lives.

We all want to be pleasing to God and this scripture reveals to us that it is impossible for us to do so unless we walk by faith.  Once we understand that we are called to live a life of faith then all that remains is for us to learn how.  Jesus has not left us without help.  He has not left us as orphans.  We will lead you and teach you by his Spirit so fear not.  Just determine that you want to live by faith and be pleasing to God.  Jesus, who has already prepared the way for you, will help you with the rest.

1286. Thursday, March 15, 2012

Psalm 1: 1

How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!

From whom are you taking your advice?  Are you receiving your counsel from Godly people?  Is your advice coming from people who are listening to God and following His counsel?  Are the people who are advising you succeeding in their lives the way you wish to?  

This verse is not about condemning people but rather about using wisdom in where you seek counsel.  People can only give advice from where they are in their lives.  Jesus taught us that we must check their fruit (Matthew 7: 20).  Does their life represent the thing which you seek?  Or are they succeeding in the area of their advice?  Is their advice worldly or from God?  We want the advice of the Word because we want Word results.  If we follow the counsel of the world then we will have worldly results.  We have seen how much trouble the world is in right now and we certainly don’t need any of that kind of help.

Do you wish to have a good prayer life?  Don’t take prayer advice from someone without a good prayer life themselves.  Don’t take advice on giving from someone who is not a good giver.  If you want to find a good Bible reading plan for yourself, get advice from someone who reads the Bible regularly.  

Most importantly, follow Jesus’ advice and check a person’s fruit.  That does not mean the words of their mouth.  Just because someone says he is a Christian does not mean that he is competent to give you advice.  Jesus taught us to look at the manifestation of his word in their lives.  That is what he was talking about when he said that they would be known by their fruit.  He was specifically speaking against the religious group of that day.  He was teaching us that even though they told people how pious they were and made a big show of public offerings they were actually dead men.  

The fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5: 22).  These attributes should be in demonstration and increasing.  Living in Jesus causes these characteristics to manifest in our lives.

These are perilous times in which we live and it is very important that we listen to wise counsel.  There is a lot of free advice available.  Everyone you know has an opinion about what you should do.  But God promised you His own wisdom.  It is a free gift to you because you are His beloved.  So draw on God’s promise to lead you by His Godly counsel.  To the best of your ability surround yourself with counselors and advisors who listen to God.  Reject advice and direction from those whose advice is from their own wisdom.  Castoff worldly advice regardless of from whom it comes.  Worldly advice is worldly advice and it will get you worldly results and you have already had all of the worldly results you can stand.  Get in on God’s advice and His way of doing things because you need super-natural results daily and only His knowledge and wisdom are going to get you there.  Make sure that the counsel you receive is Biblical.  God wants to lead you into blessing and soundness.  Let’s make sure we are following His leading.

1287. Friday, March 16, 2012

Mark 1: 4

John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

Matthew 11: 28 – 30

Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.

John the Baptist preached the message of repentance.  He called the people to repent of their sins, so that they might be forgiven.  John’s message points to and is focused on the acts of people; their sinful acts and their subsequent repentant acts.  Jesus, on the other hand, does not point to the people’s sins nor does he instruct them to an act of self-correction.  Jesus’ message points us to him.  He says come to me and I will give you rest.  He isn’t requiring any act of righteousness on our part.  He is our righteousness.  He just calls us to himself and he performs the act of righteousness on our behalf.

These two messages came to the world very close to the same time.  John came preparing the world for the message that Jesus was about to bring.  But John’s message was a message under the law.  At that time, though, the law was all they had.  Jesus came preaching the message of grace.  It was only in Christ that we are able to be saved by grace.  So Jesus is the messenger and the message.  

He came to give us rest from our labors.  We no longer have to toil for our righteousness or salvation.  We never could earn salvation no matter how good we tried to be and our own righteousness is putrid.  Only Jesus’ cleansing blood was able to satisfy the sin debt.

The footnote for verse 30 replaces “my yoke is easy” with “my yoke is kindly or pleasant.”  It is not just that it is without strain; it is that Christ is giving you a pleasant yoke to bear.  He is giving you rest and taking your burden.  There is no longer a heavy burden for you to carry.  He has already done all of the heavy lifting.  All you need to do is to receive his grace and mercy.  Receive forgiveness for your sins.  Don’t work to gain forgiveness, just receive.  Jesus has already done all of the work.  He just wants you to come into his forgiveness.  Lay down your burden.  It was nailed on the cross that he carried to Calvary.  Receive his refreshing, his righteousness and his pleasant yoke.  He has all this and more to give to you.  You must be able to receive.

1288. Monday, March 19, 2012

Ephesians 4: 7

But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

The word “grace” means the unearned, unmerited favor of God.  Aren’t you glad it is measured out according to Christ’s gift?  We are not required to earn God’s favor.  His grace is poured out for us and on us as a free gift.  None of us has ever done anything to deserve it and yet it is God’s absolute desire to cover you with it.  

It is important that grace is measured out according to Christ’s gift.  We do not want anything measured according to us because we fall short of the mark.  But in Jesus we are perfectly pleasing.  God looks at us through the finished work of Christ.  So when He measures out gifts to us it is according to the right standing we have with Him in Jesus.  So you have unlimited favor with God.  Then He pours out that favor on you so that you have favor with every person you come in contact with.

You will find that His favor causes things to just work more smoothly for you.  You get better parking places, your wait staff treats you well and people around you are friendly and accommodating.  Life just flows more easily.

Father God has more than enough grace to cover you today.  His grace, His unmerited favor is sufficient for every situation that you face.  As you finish reading this, just thank Him for His favor on you today.

1289. Tuesday, March 20, 2012

Hebrews 4: 16

Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.

God has provided access for you so that you can reach Him anytime you need to, anytime you want to.  We do not only draw near to the throne of grace in a time of need.  We go there frequently so that we may have confidence to receive mercy and grace in the time of need.  If you wait until you have a need to draw near to Him then you will not have the confidence to address Him as someone who is familiar to you.  So you are allowed to enter into the throne room every day, even more than once a day if you choose.  And notice that we must draw near to the throne.  We are not to stand out in the ante room or at the gates.  Father wants you close to Him.  Imagine yourself sitting in His lap.  See yourself falling asleep in His lap.  Learn to be comfortable in the throne room.

Now, how do you actually interact with the Father in this way?  Well, during your time of prayer close your eyes and using your imagination picture yourself walking up a hallway with large doors at the end.  You can see two very large, angelic guards standing at the doorway.  As you approach, picture them opening the doors for you.  Watch yourself pass through the doors and notice that all conversation within the room ceases as you enter.  See yourself go to your Father, sit down and start talking with Him.  That is all there is to it.  Just chat with Him like a child who has just arrived home from school.  You do not have to have a pressing need, just talk with Him.  Then when your time of need comes you will have complete comfort in going into the throne room and discussing your issues with Him.  

Father God would have you come frequently.  There is no limit to the number of times a day you may enter in.  God likes having you around and you can never make a nuisance of yourself.  Enter in boldly to the throne room of the King.  You are His beloved.  And enjoy yourself in His presence.
1290. Wednesday, March 21, 2012
      (This is a repeat of Wednesday, February 4, 2009)

Philippians 2: 3-5
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.

There is an entire sermon in just the first phrase of this passage but I want to focus on the theme contained in the remainder of today’s selection.  It is a very important topic and one that does not get a lot of coverage.  That is probably because none of us really want to hear it much less teach it or have to submit to it.  

The first phrase calls us to never once act out of selfishness nor to ever act on conceit.  The rest of the passage takes us just a bit further.  It expands on the theme.  Not only are we not to be selfish, we are actually supposed to put other people ahead of ourselves; their interests ahead of our own interests.  How many people accomplish this directive?  Importantly, how many are even trying?  Are we, as the church, even aware that we are supposed to be putting other people, their interests, their needs ahead of ourselves?  

Most of us say that we want to be like Christ.  We pray to the Father and to Jesus to help us to become more like him every day.  Our churches teach us that we should follow his example and his path and yet how many are clearly telling us that we need to put others before ourselves in all things?  And yet verse five says explicitly that this is the attitude which has always been in Christ Jesus.

First we have to learn that this scriptural imperative exists.  As of today, at least you are on notice as to its biblical existence.  Now we can do something about it.  Most of us will need plenty of help in accomplishing this edict.  Fortunately there is a Father, a Son and a Holy Spirit who can and will help us.  Begin by humbling yourself before the throne.  Repent before the Almighty for those times when you have acted out of self-interest.  Humility and repentance are cleansing forces.  They clear your heart and mind making it easier for you to connect with the Father on a deep level.  Then you can ask him for help with an open heart.

I know some people don’t like repenting or asking for forgiveness.  We don’t like admitting that we were wrong or have behaved in a way that is not pleasing to the Father.  We can make a million excuses why it is not necessary to repent but they are all just wasted breath.  Repentance is good for the soul.  We are not directed to repent and ask forgiveness for God’s sake.  It is for our sake.  In order to walk in this kind of obedience, you will need a lot of God’s help.  When you need a lot of help from God, you need to connect with him at a very deep level.  The way to do that is to start with a clean slate.

I encourage you, even as I admonish myself, that you make this a goal of your heart that you walk in the same attitude as Christ.  That we all learn to put other’s needs and interests before our own.  I heartily implore you to embrace this way of life.  I pray that we would all learn to move ourselves out of our minds and let the ego have a vacation.  Dedicate this day to putting yourself out of your mind and out of your motivation.  Mark others as more important than yourself and let the Holy Spirit move through you to bless you and others.

1291. Thursday, March 22, 2012

James 3:16
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.

I enjoyed a recent discussion with a well-educated and well-spoken psychologist about the impact of ego in society and Christianity.  That conversation led me into a deeper understanding that the ego can be a pernicious cancer in the soul of a person, a society or faith.  The self centralism of ego is at the heart of jealousy and selfish ambition and it is the root of a great many societal ills.

Preachers do not want to preach the crucifixion of self.  Some do anyway, God bless them.  It is much easier to encourage the body towards acts of charity than to get right down to the heart of the problem and issue correction.  We are not likely to want to continue in a church where the pastor tells us what we do not want to hear.  Soon that pastor may be preaching to empty pews even though his message leads to mercy, grace and maturity.  The truth is people must already have gained in maturity in order to really hear and appreciate a message on dying to self.

If we could embrace a message on the laying aside of self-interest and the promotion of others’ needs and wants, we would find so much grace for ourselves.  God wants you to be others centered because it is good for them, good for society, good for your own congregation, friendships and family associations and because it is oh so good for you.

When you move yourself from the center of your universe and put Jesus there, you find that you are so incredibly blessed that you are going to wish that you did it long ago.  I wish to give you a simple example that celebrates the greatness of Christ, our Lord.  

I have a new bike riding partner.  He is a wonderful riding buddy, very encouraging and very self-sacrificing.  He is faster than I, on a faster bike and a much better hill climber.  The trail that we ride is very hilly and I am not much of a hill climber.  The day we met was the first time I had been to that trail and I had no idea that it was going to be so hilly.  Peter was so encouraging and patient.  On the hills he would just ride away from me as I struggled up them.  But each time he would stop at the top and wait for me.  And what was amazing was that he was happy to do so.  When we stopped he encouraged me about my diet and was overall just a very uplifting, unassuming, gracious person.  He didn’t talk about himself, he used his time and words to encourage me.  

The day that I met him I noted that he was using an Aquafina bottle as his water bottle.   When I got home that day and unpacked I couldn’t help but take notice of all of the really nice water bottles that I have.  And then this thought came to me, “You ought to give him that nice Camelback Podium Chill bottle.”  For you riders you know that is a very nice water bottle.  It had been a gift to me having been something that I really wanted.  Well, I agreed that would be a nice gesture on my part.  As I packed my gear the next time he and I met to go ride I heard that thought in my mind again.  This time, although I agreed that it was a good idea, I began to have separation anxiety from the mere thought of parting with my Podium Chill.  I thought, maybe I will give it to him next time.  I am not sure what I thought that would gain me but then selfishness doesn’t have to be reasonable.  Finally Christ inside of me triumphed over my self-gratifying flesh.  I filled the bottle with ice and cold water and put it in my cooler.  When Peter arrived I had that nice bottle full of cold water for him.  He seemed to really like the bottle and also appeared to feel blessed by the gift.  I, however, was the most blessed and I mean by far the most blessed.  All the way home that day I just kept thanking Jesus and my father for letting me give that bottle and for making me a giver according to their personalities instead of my own.  I realized in those moments what a blessing it was for me to “get” to give Peter that gift.

And don’t you see how Peter’s selflessness inspired an act of goodwill from me.  His graciousness, which is from the very nature of God Himself, brought goodness, kindness and generosity out of me.  Do you see how people yielding to the kind nature of our Father, like Peter did, can improve an entire society.  When one gives, it yields giving.  Isn’t that amazing?  As you sow, so shall you reap.  When one abides in selfishness and self-gratification the seed which is sown also yields a harvest.  People are guarded around you.  They feel that they must protect themselves and their resources.  All of society is negatively impacted because everyone turns inwardly.  In the end our resources are consumed rather than planted.  They do not provide a harvest because they are never sown in faith.  Ultimately it was not hard for me to bless Peter because he first blessed me by being concerned about me and by considering me over himself.  He didn’t complain about not getting to ride at his pace but rather turned his energy towards helping me.  He began a culture of blessing in our friendship.

So, in conclusion, if you want to do yourself a favor, if you want to sow blessing into your own spirit, then teach yourself to stop considering your wants, your needs, your desires.  When you hear someone articulate a wish, be quick to fulfill their desire.  In your personal interactions, practice thinking about the needs of your friends and acquaintances.  Most importantly, pray to the Father of light.  Tell Him that you wish to be like Him.  Tell Him that you want to be a giver and that you want to die to self.  Believe me; you will have more than ever before because when you give yourself away you open the door for our Father to be the rewarder of your faith.  If you will move yourself out of the way you will find yourself more blessed and more gratified than ever.  Let the Father be your blessing instead of you always increasing yourself.  You will be so glad you did.
1292. Friday, March 23, 2012

Hebrews 11: 6(b)

And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that he is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

I wish to focus on the second part of this verse especially that phrase which encourages us to accept by faith that God is a rewarder of all those who seek him.  I can testify to the truthfulness of that statement and this is what I say, “If you seek Him, who will find all that you want and more besides.”

Several years ago now I found myself frustrated with my Christian life.  It was not all that I wanted nor all that I expected.  One day while I was getting dressed for work I heard a minister on television talking about his early days of walking in Christ.  Something he said just rankled inside of me and the frustration came bubbling out.  After my little fit, or maybe in the midst of it, I told God that I was going out to the upcoming conference in Anaheim, that I knew that He would be there and that I was going out there to get Him.  And get Him I did!  A double portion!

I am fond of saying that I chased Him until He caught me.  As soon as I set my mind to seeking Him, He met me in a big way.  In fact, my life has not been the same since then.  Father God was so ready for me to seek Him earnestly.  And He was more than willing to be found by me.  He has been faithful and true.  

He is longing for you to intensely seek a close, personal relationship with Him too.  He does not want to just be your God.  He wants to be your intimate comrade.  He wants you to be as close to Him and He as close to you as you have ever been with anyone in your life.  This relationship is not just for ministers.  It is for each and every one of us.  If you could but sense the longing in His heart for that level of closeness with you I think you might be amazed.  Seek Him diligently; aggressively and you will find that He is absolutely a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

1293. Monday, March 26, 2012

Proverb 18: 21

Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.

Death and life are in the power of the tongue.  There is probably no greater warning that could be issued to us believers.  If you search the Bible you will find that there are a great number of verses which deal with the tongue.  There is advice to guard our mouths from letting negative words issue from them and there is also an abundance of scriptures that encourage us to make positive use of our words.  This verse is a headliner on this topic because it lets the believer know right off the top that the words we speak can either damn us or benefit us.

We all need to be reminded from time to time to review the confessions of our mouth.  What are you saying about yourself that you would rather not have manifested in your life?  What are you not saying about the positive goals and plans that you have for yourself that you do want to see realized?  You are going to get what you say.  Everyone who has ever taken any kind of positive mental attitude course or read a PMA book has heard that before.  The world even knows this principle but so often we forget it.

Today is a good day to take a look at the things you are saying about yourself and your life.  Just how many negative confessions are you making?  You may be surprised.  Do you desire to be healthy but constantly confess sickness?  Are you praying to God for financial blessing but continue to declare lack?  Get your desires and your confession in synchronization with one another and flush every confession, every declaration of your mouth that is not consistent with what you want for your life.  Even if the facts say that you are sick, broke, etc. that is no reason why you have to declare it with your mouth.  The facts don’t need help, your future does and your future is in your mouth.  Don’t say anything about yourself that you do not want to be true even if the facts would agree with you.  Don’t confess that you are fat, sick, tired, stressed, etc.  Change your confession to agree with your desires rather than your defeats.  You are going to be really glad that you did.  I promise!

1294. Tuesday, March 27, 2012

Proverb 12: 18

There is one who speaks rashly like the thrusts of a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

I hate to admit it although it is true that sometimes I speak rashly.  Are there any among you who might say the same thing?  You really pay for those rash statements you make.  For example ….

Last year I learned a hard lesson about the words of my mouth.  I made a rash statement about my back and really paid for it.  Many years ago I hurt my back playing basketball.  It was a pretty bad injury.  When I went to the Doctor for it I also learned that I had some congenital issues.  A lot of physicians had a lot to say but none of it was good.  Well, at that time, deep in my spirit I knew better than to accept what they said on its face.  I rejected it and determined that I was not going to let a back problem run my life.  And on the whole, while I have had some interesting times with my back, the injury has never progressed to the level anticipated by those doctors.  To tell you the truth, I had really forgotten a great deal of what they prophesied.

But then I let my mouth get the better of me.  In some conversations about bothersome backs I dredged up all of that old junk and would you believe I spewed that rubbish out of my own mouth.  I confessed how serious my back injury was and how much trouble it gives me.  Now you have to understand that I have been standing against back trouble for many years but now, in one fell swoop I undermined my faith stand.  I couldn’t understand why I was having so much back trouble after that.  It went on for a couple of months until one day when I remembered what I said.  Well, I repented and asked God to redeem my words.  It took me several weeks and a new confession to get myself back together.  Finally the pain in my back receded and I could get on with my life.

The moral of this story?  Don’t let your words damage your health.  What you say with your mouth is going to affect your health so use your language skills to your best advantage.  There may still be some things for you to overcome but using wisdom to keep your words optimistic will be an especially big advantage.   Whatever you say about yourself will become true so choose your words wisely.

1295. Wednesday, March 28, 2012

Psalm 100: 5

New King James Version

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations.

One of the questions people have is which of God’s promises were for the Old Testament folks and which ones are for us today.  This verse answers that question for us.  God’s promises, his mercy, his goodness and his truth are for all generations.

God spoke his promises fully intending that they would endure down through the ages.  He had you on his mind when he first spoke his first promise.  Do you think for a minute that he only came to know you once you were born?  No, of course not.  He had you on his mind at the beginning of time.  So when He made His promises to Abraham He knew that through Jesus we were going to become family members and heirs to the promises of Abraham (Galatians 3: 14).  

There is another scripture which says that all of the promises of God are yes and amen (2 Corinthians 1:20).  All of the promises of God are yes.  That is to say that the answer to your request of any of His promises is, “Yes.”  He does not answer, “That was for the Israelites,” or “That was for people living before the time of Christ.”  That would be ridiculous.  How could a person ever reason that anyone could have a better covenant with God before the coming of the Christ, His Son?  

Also note that the scripture above, 2 Corinthians 1: 20, is a New Testament scripture saying that all of the promises of God are yes and amen.  You see, Paul knew quite well when he wrote this verse that all of God’s promises are alive and active down through the ages.  He was looking back to the promises of old but He understood the redemptive work of Christ.  That is why he had the confidence to keep all of those old promises fresh.  Time is not an issue with God.  We are bound by time but He is not.  For Him yesterday is as today and tomorrow is just a whisper away.  He was then as He is now.  He has not changed and He has not changed His mind.  

God’s Word is the same yesterday, today and forever.  He isn’t changing His mind or altering His words.  Whatever promise you find in the Bible you can have.  Now isn’t that good news?  God’s Word does not pass away.  It is just as alive and viable today as the day He first uttered it so whatever you find in the Bible is yours.  Start digging out all those pearls.  They are all for you.

1296. Thursday, March 29, 2012

Jeremiah 4:28
“For this the earth shall mourn and the heavens above be dark, because I have spoken, I have purposed, and I will not change My mind, nor will I turn from it.”

Malachi 3:6

“For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.

I asserted yesterday that all of the promises of God are still in effect today regardless of which epoch God made them in because He is a God that changes not.  Here are two verses in which God declares His changelessness.  

When God made His promises to us, there was no one compelling Him to grant us anything.  You could have compelled Him?  No one has ever had that kind of power.  So, when God promised a thing it was because it was His desire that the benefit be conveyed.  His promises to you represent His will for you.  It is not as though we are trying to get something from Him that He does not wish to give.  All of His promises were His ideas.

Plus God had eons to deliberate and consider what grants of His favor He would bestow on us; which of His kind gifts would profit us.  He has great wisdom, actually unfathomable wisdom too, so He has not had to reconsider His promises to us.  He knew when He made them that they were what we needed.  He is a deliberate God with well-reasoned purposes for all that He does and says.  Therefore, He doesn’t have to change His mind.  He has not made a mistake.

God doesn’t change.  Hebrews 13: 8 says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  The son does not change and the son is the image of his father so the father does not change either.  If He said it, that’s it; you can bank on it.  So, everything you find in the Bible, all of the promises of God whether in the New Testament or the Old Testament are yours today for the asking.  Every one of His benefits are for today.  His miracles, His blessings, His grace have not passed away.   You have a great God who wants to do great things in your life.  So, don’t limit Him with antiquated ideologies that have no basis in logic, reasoning or the Bible.  Open your heart and mind to all that God has for you and let Him bless you and set you free.

1297. Friday, March 30, 2012

Psalm 89: 34

My covenant I will not violate, nor will I alter the utterance of My lips.

God does not change His deal with you nor does He go back on what He has said.  

We do not deal with covenants much these days but they were very important in times past.  Covenants, even between people, were practically sacred.  One did not enter into a covenant lightly.  The covenants that God has made with us, His people, absolutely are sacred.  He would not a bit more go back on His covenant with us than anything.  I mean there is absolutely nothing that would make Him violate His agreement with us.  It is holy to Him.  And that is good news for us.

Also, He is not changing what He has said.  Whatever He has said to you in the past, whether personally or through the scripture, stands for eternity.  You can bet your life on it.  He will not, cannot, alter the utterance of His lips.  

I like that.  God is reliable.  Well, what else would we expect from an omnipotent God?  Surely we would not expect God Almighty, the maker of heaven and earth to be wishy-washy, would we?  We need to be able to rely on God, on His word and on His covenant with us.  We need Him to be solid, stable and unchangeable.  What good would He be as a God to us if we could not rely on His steadfastness?

So many times we judge God according to human standards but when you step back a little bit the picture begins to clarify.  It is a bit like looking at a Claude Monet painting up close.  When you stand close to the canvas it just seems to be covered in a lot of random paint strokes.  But, when you step back from the painting you gain a better perspective.  Then you discover that all of the strokes were purposeful and ordered.  Each makes sense, especially when taken in the whole.  Something beautiful emerges from the cluster of smudges.  

Sometimes we do the same thing with God.  We don’t step back and get the awesome image of who He is.  We stand close to the canvas and critique each brush stroke without ever stepping back and getting the whole picture.  When you do see God as God and when you look at His word as one binding, prophetic work you get a much better understanding of His purposes and His deep abiding love towards you.  And then so many things about God come into focus.  So much begins to make better sense.  The things of God begin to be so easy for you.  As you do this you will wonder how people can be so far off in their understanding of Him.  But don’t worry; they are just missing the big picture.  In time they will receive their revelation too.  Then they will enjoy the view from where you are standing.  

1298. Monday, April 2, 2012

Romans 4: 20

With respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God.

This verse is talking about Abraham.  Did you know that you are an heir of Abraham?  Well, you are.  Through Jesus every believer has come into the family of Abraham and are heirs of the promises God made to him.

Abraham is called the Father of Faith.  He was the first one to walk in faith and he was the one that God entered into the first covenant with.  The Old Testament covenant is called the Abrahamic covenant.  When you read in Deuteronomy about the blessing, this is the blessing that was promised to Abraham and his heirs.  And we know that without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11: 6) but Abraham did please God because he walked in faith and obedience.  Now it is our turn because Abraham is our inheritance.   

The King James Version says that Abraham did not stagger at the promise of God.  He believed God and it was accounted to him as righteousness.  How about you?  Are you staggering at the promise of God?  Are you wavering in unbelief or have you grown strong in faith?  There is a promise of God to cover every situation you are encountering at this moment.  Do you need financial help?  How about healing for your body?  Maybe you have enemies confronting you.  No matter what your need, there is a promise of God to cover it.  But do you have faith in the promises of God like faithful Abraham?  If you will also grow strong in faith like Abraham you will see miracles and wonders in your life as did Abraham.  God does not show partiality among His children.  Anything He did for any one of His children, He will do for you.  You have a whole book of promises in the Bible.  Pick the one you need most or want most and invest some belief and faith in it.  Let God be big in your life.  You are not alone and you don’t have to do everything in your own strength.  You have a faithful God who is a Father and wants to bless you with all of the blessings of Abraham and more.

1299. Tuesday, April 3, 2012

Romans 4: 21

Being fully assured that what He [God] promised, He was able also to perform.

Abraham was fully assured that whatever God promised he was also able to do.  Fully assured means there was no room left for doubt in Abraham’s mind.  This is the kind of confidence in God that we all need to develop.  God is ready to do wonderful things in our lives but we have to develop a life of faith first.  This could be a little harder to do than it sounds just because there might not that many faith people around you day in and day out.  But as we develop friendships with people who also walk by faith and as we talk about our faith then we will all grow in God and in the power of His might.  You see, when all of our conversation is about last night’s ball game or the season premiere of our favorite television show, then that is what gets developed in our circles and in our relationships.  But, when we mix in the things of God then we begin to live in a social structure that supports faith and believing in miracles.  It is really important that you develop some friendships that have God in them.  You need people who are believers in your life.  And I don’t mean just those people who prayed the sinner’s prayer once but live a carnal life from Monday to Saturday.  You need some friends who talk the Word of God, who are excited about the things of God.  Those kinds of friends will build your faith.  You may even find that you have to spend less time with your doubt filled friends and family, especially if you are working on something that requires a lot of faith.  Unfortunately those people will suck your assurance out of you.

As a body of believers, as we all begin to agree on the miracle working power of God and on His desire to do great things in our lives and communities you will see that more and more of those astounding things begin to happen.  We all need to become more like Abraham.  We need to become fully assured that whatever God has promised, he is well able to do.  Abraham’s faith did not waver because he had become fully convinced that God was not only willing but able to do even the most impossible sounding things.  His heart was convinced that God was a mighty God and that God’s Word meant something.  If we can all lift our expectations a little higher; if we can devote some time to finding out what God has actually promised us and then if we can convince ourselves that God is not a liar then we can lift the faith level of the entire Christian community.  Believe me, other Christians need to hear and see your faith and the world is absolutely desperate to see the power of God to deliver.  Continue growing in faith, keep taking those steps and maturing in your faith.  Believe with Father Abraham that God is well able and willing to be a miracle worker in your life.

1300. Wednesday, April 4, 2012

Genesis 18: 14

“Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”

Jeremiah 32: 26 - 27

Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah:  “I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me?

If you ask most people about the ability of God they will tell you that He is all powerful.  That is really not a debate.  The problem occurs when we try to believe his omnipotence for our particular situation.  It isn’t that we really doubt His power; it is that we do not have a revelation of His power as being available to our needs.

I don’t know if it is because we are so busy these days and have so many distractions or what but we tend to make God a very remote figure in our world.  He isn’t necessarily the first person that we think of when we need help.  We just don’t seem to have a revelation of a present, almighty God; one that is standing by to help us in our time of need.

However, not only is God with you right this minute, He is also in you.  He is everywhere you are.  Wherever you go, there He is.  And He is not dead.  He is performing miracles for other people in this nation and all around the world.  Really miraculous things are happening.  So why are they not happening to all of us on a routine basis.  My guess is that we are not as full of expectation as some others.  We have lost touch with His presence and His omnipotence.  If we really believe that the verses above are true, then perhaps we can begin to call on the all-powerful, all mighty God to be our personal God.  And that is what this whole shebang is about anyway.  He wants to be your personal God, your Father, your Dad, your best friend, your protector, literally everything you need.  He is waiting right now, this very second, for you to call on His power and then believe Him to come through for you.  And don’t back down if the circumstances do not immediately obey.  The things of this world are stubborn and they want to put up a fight but they must bow to the name of Jesus.  They have no choice.   

So, know that nothing is too hard for God.  The reason he put these two verses in the Bible is so that you would realize that He is big enough and strong enough to handle your problems.  Get a bigger, more present image of God in your spirit and let Him be the God that is more than enough.  Let Him show you His power in your life.  Let it rain miracles, after all, that is what He does.

1301. Thursday, April 5, 2012

2 Timothy 1:12


King James Version

For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.

Whom have you believed?  Do you know whom you have been believing?  Do you have this same confidence that Paul articulated here?   Paul’s confidence was in God.  He was clear and focused on whom he had fixed his hope and upon whose word he relied.  Paul was completely anchored in believing the Word of God.  He was fixed, steadfast.

Many of us never even consider whose report it is that we are believing.  We are assaulted by information day and night and many times our filters are not operating to sift out and sort this myriad of information.  A great deal of it could probably go straight to the trash can but often times we are not paying close enough attention to it to discard it.  It just gets filed away with everything else including the Word of God.

But not Paul.  He had his antennae up for the Word of the Lord.  He knew in whom he believed and whom he believed.  He believed in God and he believed God.  He made a clear distinction in his life as to whom he would believe.  So when the Word of God was stacked up against anything else, Paul had no troubles discerning his way.  He was well convinced, persuaded, in fact, that God’s way was the way of success and victory.

1302. Friday, April 6, 2012

Romans 1: 16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

I am not ashamed of the gospel and I hope that you are not either.  To fully appreciate this passage, though, you must know the Greek rendering of the word which was translated as “salvation” when this text was translated into English.  The Greek word which was used here is soteria and it means rescue or safety, deliver, health, salvation, save, saving.  What we learn from this word study is that “salvation” as used in today’s verse has a much broader meaning than only having been saved from our sins.  God’s word is the power to save us in every context, to deliver us in all ways and it is even provision for our health; saving us, as it were, from sickness and disease.  All of these meanings are in the word soteria.

Paul had good reason to make this statement.  He had been beaten, stoned and shipwrecked three times.  He was bitten by a snake, mocked, ridiculed and generally persecuted in every means possible but through it all God delivered him.  So when Paul speaks of the Word of God having the power to deliver, I think he knows what he is talking about.  And for goodness sake, if the gospel had the power to deliver him from stoning when he was left for dead, then I think it has the power to deliver us from our challenges too.

There is nothing, absolutely nothing that is more powerful than the Word of God.  No matter how large the problem looms the answer is bigger.  God’s Word dwarves every problem the devil can throw in your path.  What do you need saving from today?  From what do you need to be delivered?  You have a mighty sword in Jesus and his word.  Don’t let the devil deceive you for greater is he who is in you than he who is in the world.  The Almighty one lives in you and is with you.  You need fear nothing.

1303. Monday, April 9, 2012

Hebrews 10: 23

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

For what have you been hoping?  Do you have a promise of God that covers what you are hoping for?  Then celebrate because if God promised it, you are going to get it.  He is faithful.  Now here is our part.  We have to hold on to our confession but first we must have a confession.  So we begin with finding out what God’s Word says about that for which we hope.  A topical Bible like Nave’s is very handy to find what you need.  Also Christian bookstores have many resources besides books.  Many times you can find small booklets on a specific topic.  And then there are Christian websites with a plentitude of help.  Last, but I hope not least, you have me.  If you cannot find the promise of God to fit your situation then email me or call me.  I will find resources to help you.

Then your job is to develop your language so that what you say is in agreement with what you have read in the Word.  Listen, the Word of God is our source of power.  If we build our faith and hope on what we see there then we will have faith strong enough to move the mountains in our lives.  So, for example, if your hope is to be rid of a sickness, then you need the Word on healing.  So pick a couple of scriptures that really speak to your spirit.    Perhaps Psalm 107: 20 which says, “He sent His word and healed them.”  Or another favorite is 1 Peter 2: 24, “for by His wounds you were healed.”  Then when you speak about how you are feeling you line up your language with those two verses.  “By His wounds I am healed,” you say.  Well, what if you are still feeling sick.  The secret here is to hold onto the confession of your hope not the confession of how you feel.  Your hope is in being whole not in being sick so we are to hold onto the confession of being well.  Secondly, don’t waver, don’t vacillate.  God is faithful.   “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent; Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?” (Numbers 23:19).  Whatever He has said, He will do.  Neither is He asleep.  He didn’t just fall asleep after Peter and John passed away.  He is alive and so is His son.  We serve a mighty and a faithful God.  So don’t lose your good confession.  Keep saying what the Word says because He who promised is faithful to deliver you.

1304. Tuesday, April 10, 2012

Psalm 9: 10

And those who know Your name will put their trust in You, For You, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.

Do you need some good news today?   I think you will find today’s Word contains some great news.  God has many names.  His names are a reflection of his power and His character.  For example, El Shaddai is one of His names and means the Almighty One.  He is also known as Jehovah Jireh, the provider.  He is the God who is more than enough.  He is sufficient, more than sufficient, for every need you have whether it is some sort of provision you need or a difficult situation that you must deal with.

He is Jehovah Rophe, the Lord your Healer, Jehovah Nissi, the one who goes before you in battle.  He is your shepherd (Jehovah Rohi), your peace (Jehovah Shalom) and Jehovah Shammah which means that He is always with you and always present in every situation to assist you.  And you also know Him as Yahweh which I think of as His personal name rather than a title.  His name means, “I AM.”  He is, always was and ever will be.  He is not going anywhere.  He is everything you need.  He is always with you.  He is never not paying attention to you.  

When you know that God “IS” and that He is all that you need then indeed you can put your trust in Him as the verse above says.  Since you know His names and through them His supply for you, then it is natural and even becomes easy to put your trust fully in Him.  And as you trust Him and learn for yourself in a personal experience with Him all the names by which His great provision has expressed itself, then you will trust Him even more deeply.  Then you will be the one who declares that He is the God who can be trusted with all things for He never forsakes His own.  And you will happily encourage others to seek His face so that they may know in a very personal and intimate way the God who is more than enough.

1305. Wednesday, April 11, 2012

Luke 21: 26

[M]en fainting from fear and the expectation of the things which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

In the last days, terrors will come upon the earth; wars, rumors of wars, earthquakes, etc.  The earth will groan in travail and men’s hearts will become weak at the signs of these end times.  Perhaps disease and pestilence will also ravage the people of the earth.  Many believe we are seeing the signs of this great struggle now.  There certainly are many occurrences that would make you believe it could be so.  We are definitely living in some interesting times.  What I perceive is that people’s hearts definitely are failing.  Sometimes the news is just more than the human heart can seem to bear.  Perhaps the rampant heart disease that we see is a sign of the terror of this age.

Let me show you how some other translations record these words of Jesus.  The King James Version of the Bible says that men’s hearts will “fail” them for fear.  The Amplified version reads thus, “Men swooning away or expiring with fear and dread and apprehension and expectation of the things that are coming on the world.”  And the New International Version says that people “will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world.”  Jesus foresaw these times and warned us that the terror of the times would cause people’s hearts to fail.  But, take heart because he has overcome the world.  He said in verse 33 that heaven and earth will pass away but his words will not pass away.  So, we want to lean on and put our trust in his words because they are permanent and steadfast as is he.  Jesus also said that when you begin to see these signs you should, “straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near” (v. 28).  In other words, if you are a child of the Most High, you should not fear because the blood of the lamb is drawing forth.  You are under His wing, his blood having washed you clean of the earth’s stain.  Therefore, your heart should not faint.  If you know who your father is, if you have confidence in your big brother who is Lord of all, then your heart need not wither within your breast because you are the child of the victor and a victor yourself in his blood.  Though the world shall pass away, though it shudder under the violence that has been done to it, the Word of God shall not be shaken.  All of those who are standing on the rock of God’s word shall be stable and borne away in the redemption of the Son.  

Fear is not for you and you have no place in it.  But if one is a child of fear rather than an adherent to the Word, it is going to be very uncomfortable.  We do not want that anyone should suffer the terror of this world but rather that all should come into the saving knowledge and security that is His word; standing upon the rock of our salvation.

Fear not, but trust only.  Put your full trust in the Lord for he is more than able to save you from all the terrors of this world.  If you are his then you are born of his righteousness.  Stand tall, straighten your back and lift your head because your salvation is at hand.  You have nothing to fear if you are standing on the rock.

1306. Thursday, April, 12, 2012

Isaiah 26: 3

The steadfast of mind Thou will keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in Thee.

We do not want to be reeds in the wind blown to and fro by every wind of doctrine.  We want to be steadfast in our minds.  And of course if we are going to be steadfast upon anything it seems to me that we would want that upon which we stand to be firm and solid.  So, if we want to be steadfast, resolute, unwavering then it is important that we have a firm foundation in solid ground.  Of course there is nothing more firm or more solid than the Word of God.  So then, if we will build our foundation on the rock, which is the Word of God, we will be steadfast in our minds.  That unwavering steadfastness will yield to us the peace of God which is far above and beyond anything we can imagine.  It is the peace which surpasses understanding.

Those who have built their foundation in the solid bedrock of Jesus and his Word are steadfast and have that perfect peace.  Peace and a steady heart are the by-products of having put one’s faith and trust in our God.  Whereas other people tremble and their hearts are constantly shaken by fear of one thing or another, the children of the Most High live in peace.  This is a great gift.  Living in fear is awful.  It is torture and torment, but as such it was designed.  Fear is the tool of the devil just like faith is the assurance of the Lord.  The devil uses fear to torture people and it is absolutely miserable to live under that torment.  But bless the Lord who has given us His peace.  I feel compassion for everyone who is not under the peace of the Lord because it is a life of anguish.  We have all felt it at one time or another but praise God we no longer have to live under its debilitating influences.  

Fear not only makes people terribly distressed but like faith it works to bring about that which we meditate on.  I have heard teachers say that fear is just faith in reverse and I believe they are correct.  Living in fear is bad enough, it is misery, but it also gives birth to the fruit of the curse just as faith births the blessing.  Anytime we are waylaid by fear we know that something has knocked us off of our faith stand.  You cannot be in faith and fear at the same time because they are opposing forces.  So when we realize that fear is besetting us we know that we need to run, not walk, back to the rock of our foundation.  

There is a lot to fear in the world these days but Jesus said for us to take heart because we are not of this world as he is not of this world and further that he has overcome the world.  Let your faith rise to set you apart from the terror of the world.  The curse is the fruit of Satan’s deception and fear.  The blessing sets you apart from the curse.  Let the blessing grow richly within you by the washing of the Word.  Be strong and resolute in your mind, not blown about here and there, but rather firm in your knowledge of He who is the rock.  You have need of the rock in order to live in these perilous times.  Aren’t you glad He is right there with you all of the time?  Bless the Lord our rock!

1307. Friday, April 13, 2012

Job 32: 8

Amplified Version

But there is [a vital force] a spirit [of intelligence] in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives men understanding.

I was having a conversation with a friend when we agreed that God has given us intelligence and He expects us to use it.  God is the author of our intellect.  “But,” I said, “Even on our best days we cannot hold a candle to the intellect, knowledge and wisdom of God.”  So where is the balance between using our God given intelligence and relying on the wisdom of God?

The first thing that seems fairly apparent as one approaches this question is that God did not give us a reasoning mind in order that we would deny Him and His great knowledge.  Frankly, that would be pretty stupid wouldn’t it?  So, if our reasoning disagrees with the Word of God then I think it is a fair statement to say that we have gone adrift.  It seems to me that the great advantage of a reasoning intellect is so that we can understand the principles of God.  Look at this same verse from the NIV version.  “But it is the spirit in a person, the breath of the Almighty, that gives them understanding.”  You see, it is the very presence of God Himself in us that gives us understanding.   When God breathed life into the human, He breathed a part of Himself.  It is that part of Himself that is life, gives us life and gives us the ability to reason and understand.

I believe He gave us intellect so that we could fellowship with Him.  How would it be if we did not have this intellectual capacity?  We would not be able to participate in meaningful conversation with Him.  There would be no communion of our spirits.  We would be like pets instead of children.  That is not what God wanted.  He wanted people that He could walk with and talk with in the cool of the day.

We have used our intelligence to build temples to our brilliance when we are still baby intellectuals compared with God.  We have reasoned our way into disobedience and rebellion when this spirit of understanding within us could be used to unlock all of the mysteries of the universe.  We could have an answer to cancer and every other curse of the devil if we could develop some humility and perspective.  You are the greatest thing that God ever created but create you He did and the creation is not greater than the creator.  He who can hear, let him for to him who will build his shrines to Yahweh, nothing shall be impossible and no knowledge out of reach.

1308. Monday, April 16, 2012

Psalm 103: 20


King James Version

Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.

We don’t talk about angels very much or their role in the kingdom of God.  It is clear from this passage, though, that they do play a role.  The first thing that comes out of this passage is that they have the ability to bless the Lord.  How do they do that?  By doing His commandments and hearkening unto the voice of His word.

Secondly, it seems that angels are powerful beings.  Many times we portray them as cute, fat, little cherubs.  Well, maybe there are some that look like that too but this passage makes clear that they are mighty in strength ; that they excel in strength.  I looked up excel in the dictionary and it means to be better than, surpass, outdo.  Its synonyms are surpass, exceed, transcend, outdo, outstrip.  The editors of The New American Heritage Dictionary write that these synonyms reflect going beyond a limit or standard and that excel means to be pre-eminent or to perform at a level higher than that of another.  The reason I am telling you all this is so you will see just how mighty angels are.  They are beyond our standard of strength.  Their might surpasses any standard or measure of power.  Once you have this vision of an angel you can more readily appreciate their role in the kingdom of God.

The passage says that these mighty, powerful, excelling in strength beings do God’s commandments.  Well, what are God’s commandments?  We know them.  The first is to love God with all that you are.  The second is like it, Jesus said, and that is to love one another as he himself has loved us.  The whole of the New Testament reflects God’s will for the earth so we only have to read it to hear what His will is.  When you realize God’s will then you also come to understand that His angels are standing by to perform His will in the earth.  

Then the last thing we see in the verse is, I think, the most exciting.  The mighty and powerful angels hearken to the voice of God’s Word.  The passage does not say they hearken to God’s voice, though one would presume that is true as well.  It says that they hearken to God’s Word.  Now that is significant and all that I have written today is to get you to this point.  We should understand that God’s Word is Holy.  It is sacred to all of the angelic host.  Well, when you stop to think about it that is not a great surprise.  You have God’s Word.  It is in your hands and hopefully in your mouth.  When you have the Holy Scriptures of God, you have a host of angels waiting to see what you are going to do with it.  They are just waiting for that Word of God to be spoken and then when it is they hearken to it.  They are drawn to the Word of God like metal to a magnet.  They cannot help themselves.  It is automatic, like breathing.  You could hold your breath until you pass out but guess what happens when you pass out, you start breathing again.  The angels have the highest level of attraction to the Word of anything you can think of.  They can’t help themselves and they don’t want to.  They love the Word and they hearken to it joyfully and gladly.  So if you want a host of angels camped about you start speaking God’s Word.

But the angels do not hearken to the Word only because they like to be in the presence of God’s Word.  They hearken to it to perform it.  Look at today’s verse from the New American Standard Bible.  “Bless the LORD, you His angels, Mighty in strength, who perform His word, Obeying the voice of His word!”  This is God’s design.  He has given you His Word and taught you to speak it. You see, the angels hearken to the voice of God’s Word.  God has given you His Word but you are the one who must give it a voice.  When you speak God’s Word His awesome angels rush to it in order to perform it.  So the question is, “What are you saying?”  Do you want what God’s Word says you can have?  Then start speaking His Word.  You can have what the world is saying; sickness, poverty and brokenness or you can have what your father says, everything that is good.  God’s Word says “By His wounds you were healed” (1 Peter 2: 24).  The Word says that all of the blessing of Abraham is upon you.  Which shall you choose?

One last word.  If you go back and read the creation epic or remind yourself about it, you will recall that Satan’s minions are fallen angels.  Remember that?  One third of the angels of heaven went with Satan when he mutinied.  So, bear in mind that the spirits that are helping the devil are former angels.  The reason I am bringing this to your attention is because it is reasonable to suppose that the spirits of Satan hearken to the words of sickness and disease to perform them just like the angels of light hearken to God’s good news.  You are going to activate a power in the earth with your words so again, “What are you saying?”

1309. Tuesday, April 17, 2012

Ezekiel 12: 25

“For I the Lord shall speak, and whatever word I speak will be performed.  It will no longer be delayed, for in your days, O rebellious house, I shall speak the word and perform it, declares the Lord God.”

How much more true is this today now that we are living in Jesus’ grace?  And after yesterday’s verse we know how God’s Word will be performed.  His angels hearken to the voice of the Word.  God says that whatever Word He speaks will be performed.  He has given you His Word and it is up to us to speak His Word.  God even watches over His word to perform it.  This is no small thing to God.  He is very particular about His Word.  If He has ever said a thing, then it is established for all time.  It doesn’t just pass away.  It doesn’t deteriorate with time.  “Has He said, and will He not do it?” (Numbers 23: 19).  He might fulfill a scripture but then it only becomes more potent because He replaces it with a better promise.  All the promises of God are yea and Amen.  “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ. And so through him the ‘Amen’ is spoken by us to the glory of God” (2 Corinthians 1: 20).  You see, in Christ, we are living in an even better dispensation.  If God was willing to watch over His Word to perform it for a rebellious people how much more is He waiting to fulfill it in our sight since we are in Christ.  We are His in Christ and He is very proud of His son.  Although we are His children it is also like we are the children of His beloved.  That alone makes us very precious in His sight.  

So, take the Word that He has given you and begin today to speak those beautiful utterances.  Say what He says.  Whatever you say of His Words will come to pass.  He and His angelic host are watching over His Word to perform it right now.

1310. Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Jeremiah 1: 12

Then the LORD said to me, “You have seen well, for I am watching over My word to perform it.”

I want you to see though this week’s series of verses that God is attending to a His Word to perform it.  He has a host of big and powerful beings we know as angels that are standing by to hearken to the voice of His Word so that they can perform it.  God is paying attention.  He is attentive to His Word.  You cannot speak His Word without getting His attention.  Now I consider that very good news.

Do you want God’s attention?  All you have to do is start speaking His Word.  Don’t you love the idea that you can have God’s attention?  That is why we don’t beg and plead in prayer.  We have His Word.  We are supposed to find “Word” which relates to our situation and take that to the throne room.  God has already granted your petition.  All you have to do is apply the Word to your situation and then He will marshal His forces to make it so.  It is so much like a court of law.  Once you have researched the law and know that it supports the end result you desire, then you present the law to the court and petition the court to grant your request.  So just imagine yourself walking into God’s throne room as if it is a court of law.  See yourself presenting to Him verse citations instead of case citations.  Rather than a law book from the state of your residence you present THE book of the law which is from the kingdom into which you were translated, the kingdom of Christ.  Then you show the righteous judge, our Father, the book and page, the exact cite of that thing that you want.  His says, “Based on that Word, your petition is granted.”  And then His job is to use the power of his office to fulfill that Word to you.  It really is quite the same thing but much easier and less expensive that a human court of law.  And you see, He is constantly watching over His Word to perform it.  As soon as you speak His Word all of heaven moves towards it.

And do not be put under condemnation if you have not been speaking His Word.  It is fresh and new every day and today, can be January 1st for you.  Just start saying today what He says.  If you don’t know what He says then pick up the Bible and start reading Matthew 1.  Also there is plenty of help for you.  That is what ministries are for.  Call any ministry and get help.  Do what it takes so that you too can start saying about you what God says about you.

1311. Thursday, April 19, 2012

Psalm 25: 14

The secret of the Lord is for those who fear Him, and He will make them know His covenant.

Let us start with what a covenant is.  The best way I know to describe a covenant is as an unbreakable contract.  God swore by His own throne when He covenanted with Abraham so the effect of Him breaking this agreement is for Him to give up His throne.  But that cannot even happen because God lacks the ability to lie.  Now, you are in a covenant with God whether or not you know it.  God has made some unbreakable promises to you.  One of the things today’s verse shows you is that God desires for you to know your rights under this agreement.  He will take it upon Himself to teach you its terms.

This goes along with previous teachings of this week in that God wants you to know your rights so that you can speak them so that the angels can then hearken to the Word of promise to fulfill it.  You cannot speak that which you do not know.  But God’s will is that you know all of His secrets.  He does not want them to remain secrets from you but rather that you would enter His gates with full revelation.  That is His desire.  Look at this same verse from the Amplified Bible.  

“The secret [of the sweet, satisfying companionship] of the Lord have they who fear (revere and worship) Him, and He will show them His covenant and reveal to them its [deep, inner] meaning.”
He is not holding out on you.  He wants to be companionable with you.  He wants you to know the deep inner workings of all that He is and all that He has said.  How do you avail yourself of this promise?  Speak it.  See, here is one of those promises of the Lord.  This is His Word to you.  When you speak it all of the heavenly host moves to satisfy it, to fulfill it.  Angels hearken to it to perform it.  So you open your lips and say, “Father, your Word says in Psalm 25: 14 that your secret and the details of your covenant are for me because I revere you.  I now receive this promise, Father, in the name of Jesus.  Amen.”  Then the angels of God move because they have heard the Word of God.  They get excited and happy because they love the Word and because you have given them Holy work.

There is no secret in heaven that He is not willing to reveal to you.  He even desires to reveal them to you so that you can hold up your covenant promises and get your needs met.  Put the angels to good work.  Speak God’s Word.

1312. Friday, April 20, 2012

Exodus 33: 13

Now therefore, I pray Thee, if I have found favor in Thy sight, let me know Thy ways, that I may know Thee, so that I may find favor in Thy sight.  Consider too, that this nation is Thy people.

God had already told Moses that he had found favor in His sight so Moses says since I have found favor with you, teach me your ways.  Show me your ways and your paths.  Moses prayed not only for himself but for all of Israel.  His intercession was a saving grace for Israel.

You are God’s people today.  All who call upon the name of the Lord Jesus as their personal Lord are adopted into the family of God regardless of their origin.  And you have found favor in His sight when you confess Jesus as Lord.  Additionally, you have a personal intercessor in Jesus (Hebrews 7: 25).  So you are in an even better position.  Since, then, you have favor in the eyes of God and Jesus makes intercession for you beseech the Father to show you His ways so that you too may know Him.  That was the purpose that Moses stated for asking God to show him the divine way.  He wanted to know God and increase in favor.  I don’t doubt that as you know God better you will increase in favor.

It is permissible for you to know the ways of God.  You are highly favored of the Lord and there is nothing that He would withhold from you of all of His good blessings.  It is His own desire to lead you in the right paths.  He leads you on smooth paths that have already been cleared of stumbling blocks.  You make much better time when you stay on His paths as the children of Israel found out.  They wandered around in the desert for years because they would not listen to God but when they did it was great for them.

Understand that God wants you to know His ways.  He wants to reveal Himself to you.  Start asking Him to show Himself and His ways to you.  You are going to have such a great breakthrough when you do.  You’re really going to enjoy yourself.

1313. Monday, April 23, 2012

Proverb 1: 33

But he who listens to me shall live securely and will be at ease from the dread of evil.

The need to feel secure is becoming ever more important as the world becomes a more frightening place to live.  The news is full of reports of violence.  We need our safe haven like never before.  The good news is that God has created the means for us to live safely and securely even in these troubled times.  For all who will listen to him, there is an answer.

The key here is that we must learn to listen to Him.  In James 1:5 God promises to generously give us wisdom.  But what is the value of Him giving us all wisdom if we are not listening.  We must understand that there is a host of help and guidance; enough for every need and concern we encounter if we will only tune our ear into the God of hope.  If we don’t receive our needs being met then does that mean that God is not meeting them?  Just because a wide receiver does not receive the ball from the quarterback does not mean the quarterback did not throw it to him.  Reception requires the active participation of the recipient.  When we do not receive from the Lord two things invariably happen.  First we get angry with Him and accuse Him of having not sent us the provision.  Then the next thing is that we become hard-hearted.  We condition our hearts to be hearts of stone because to keep them soft and pliable might mean that we have to take some responsibility for our lack and our hearts just cannot bear that kind of self-incrimination.  So we harden our hearts and no one can break through.  The next step in this personal evolution is that one cannot hear God because God speaks to and through our hearts.  A hard-hearted person can have no deep fellowship either with God or people because they have walled off the sincere, soft regions of their hearts.  They can only have superficial relationships, especially with God, because they will not and perhaps cannot, open the deep parts of their heart to anyone for fear of injury or even of feeling their own self-imposed guilt.  

Well, God is desirous of changing all of that for you.  He longs for you to live in security both physically and emotionally.  He is standing by you right now hoping that you will let Him be the Lord of your life.  He is willing to move into your home with you and secure it for you.  Will you let Him in?  Of what are you afraid?  If you will listen to the Lord, truly open your heart and listen, He will take away the dread of evil and fill you with His security.  He will build strong fortresses around you and teach you how to live securely in even the most perilous of times.  He is our strong Lord with might in His arms and He wants to wrap those strong arms around you and make you safe.  Will you please let Him in?

1314. Tuesday, April 24, 2012

2 Timothy 3: 1

(New King James)
But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come.

Paul is making a prophetic statement here to his protégé Timothy, but he is not just prophesying.  His purpose in telling Timothy that these difficult times are coming is to tell him how to deal with them.  After this first verse Paul spends a great deal of his following text describing to Timothy the nature of these times.  Then he gets to the end of the passage and tells us through Timothy how we are to bear them.

2 Timothy 3: 14-15 – “But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”  In other words, the way through perilous times is to continue in the Holy Scriptures.  In the very next statement Paul tells Timothy that all of scripture has been inspired by God for the preparation of the saints.  Observe how the Amplified version conveys this message: “Every Scripture is God-breathed (given by His inspiration) and profitable for instruction, for reproof and conviction of sin, for correction of error and discipline in obedience, [and] for training in righteousness (in holy living, in conformity to God's will in thought, purpose, and action), so that the man of God may be complete and proficient, well fitted and thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3: 16-17).

The scripture is God breathed for your edification, preparation and deliverance so that you can stand in times of great difficulty.  The Word of God has been inspired by God in order to give you the protection and support you need in every difficult, perilous, stressful, hard to bear situation.  

See, in the beginning of time God had your security and safety in mind.  In the verse from yesterday, Proverb 1: 33 we saw that all who listen to God will live securely and safely and will be at ease from the dread of evil.  God never changed His mind about that.  In today’s verse Paul is continuing that same thought with his understudy Timothy.  But in today’s passage Paul tells Timothy how he will acquire this promised security.  It is by the Word of God.  The truth is, you cannot ignore God’s Word and live in His promises.  His promises are for you and they are for today and forever.  He had you in mind since foundation of the earth and He made provision for you to live securely even knowing that these difficult and perilous times would arise. 

If you look up the word “salvation” from the 15th verse in the Strong’s Concordance you will find that the Greek word that was used in this verse is “soteria” which means “rescue or safety; deliver, health salvation, save, saving.  Many people might mistakenly assume that the salvation spoken of is only that of the divine salvation that leads to eternal life in heaven.  That is not, however, what Paul said in this passage.  He said that the Holy Scriptures have the power to save us in these perilous times here on earth.  There is power in the God-breathed scripture and that power has been breathed into the scriptures for your security and protection.

God has provided everything you need in order to live safely, securely, happily and in health while you reside on this planet.  That provision has been breathed into the Holy Scriptures.  When we give the Word its proper place of prominence and preeminence then we will begin to appropriate those promises into our everyday lives.  The scriptures will teach us and inform us in how to live securely in the midst of insecure environs.  There is sustaining power in the Word.

Lastly, let us not leave out faith.  Look at this passage once more.  Paul tells us that the solution for our problem is “the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”  See that there is a blending of the nature of God in this salvation.  The Word of God gives you wisdom.  It gives you specific wisdom for specific situations as well as comprehensive wisdom.  You then become the agent who applies this wisdom.  You are an actor in your salvation in other words.  Well, that is not surprising is it?  Is it scary?  You were an active member in your salvation unto heaven as well.  You didn’t do it on your own.  Only the blood of Jesus enabled you to even be able to partake in the holy rebirth.  But you had to speak the Words of salvation and believe with your heart.  Well, this is the same thing.  You are going to have to express your faith which is in Christ Jesus and believe.  You speak words of salvation from terror, from insecurity, from everything which would seek to unsettle you.  You combine the wisdom of God and faith which is in and by Christ Jesus and your own voice speaks the faith filled Words of wisdom which are from God.  Faith in God’s Word; faith in His Son is going to get you over every obstacle because to have faith in God’s Word is to express faith in the son.  His grace is sufficient for us all and His Word has been given to us to get us through these difficult times.  

1315. Wednesday, April 25, 2012

Psalm 103: 1 – 2

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name.  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits.

This is one of my favorite verses.  It may seem a bit of a strange verse for someone to count among their favorites but I remember very well the day when this verse really “hit” me.  I found it amazing that I could bless the Lord.  I mean, what can I do to bless the Lord?  Well, I began to think about it and pray about it and came to realize that there is plenty we can do to bless Him.  

In the Amplified version this idea becomes clearer.  “BLESS (AFFECTIONATELY, gratefully praise) the Lord, O my soul; and all that is [deepest] within me, bless His holy name!”  So let me make a few observations.  First, notice that there is an exclamation point at the end of this sentence.  It is an emphatic statement then.  Secondly, look at some of the means of blessing the Lord.  The amplification of this verse reveals to us that the affectionate, grateful praise of the Lord blesses Him.  Well, why shouldn’t it?  If I affectionately and gratefully praise you I bet you would feel blessed too.  But also see what comes next in verse two.

Verse two tells us to forget none of His benefits.  It strikes me that God does not stop with our blessing Him.  He takes one little verse for Himself and then immediately turns it into blessing for us.  Isn’t that just so typical of Him?  He is always seeking to bless us.  

Also observe, though, that the way to the blessings in verse 2 is through verse 1.  The benefits come after the blessing of the Lord.  As we begin to praise Him in faith, all of his benefits come to us.  That conjures beautiful imagery for me of a loving, passionately loving God.  Also, thematically this goes right along with seeking the Lord and all these things shall be added to you (Matthew 6: 33).  It also goes with seek the healer and you shall have healing.  Seek the Lord and all of his benefits shall accrue to you.

Bless the Lord; affectionately and gratefully praise Him just because of who He is.  Bless Him because of how wonderful He is to you.  Let your motivation be to praise Him just because you want to thank Him and honor Him but don’t be unaware that He is going to bless you right back.  He loves you.

1316. Thursday, April 26, 2012

Psalm 103: 3-6

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name.  2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits;

3 Who pardons all your iniquities; who heals all your diseases;

4 Who redeems your life from the pit; who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion;

5 Who satisfies your years with good things, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle.

Yesterday we looked at verses one and two of this Psalm and discovered that we are to remember that we have benefits because of our relationship with the Lord.  Did you wonder what was in that benefit plan yesterday?  Well here are a few of the benefits that are in your package as a child of the Most High; as a member of the body of Christ.  I count six benefits.  What do you need today?

You can have any of this that you want.  And don’t give me your “buts”.  These benefits are for as many as will receive them.  If you don’t believe in healing, don’t worry, you won’t receive it.   But if there is anything in this benefit package that you do wish to avail yourself of, then they are all yours.  Do you receive all of your iniquities being pardoned?  Then receive the rest of that verse too.  Why not?  They are all in there for you.  Would you tell your employer, “Oh, I don’t believe you will cover my medical expenses so I just won’t file a claim for them?”  I bet not.  Do you know that God has already paid to have your life redeemed from the pit?  Then for goodness sake, “Get out of the pit!!”  

God has a great benefit package for any who want it.  He has already paid the premium.  You might as well use it all since it is already paid for.

1317. Friday, April 27, 2012

Romans 4: 6



Amplified
Thus David congratulates the man and pronounces a blessing on him to whom God credits righteousness apart from the works he does.

Whom is your righteousness of?  In Genesis 15 we see that Abram (Abraham) believed God and it was reckoned unto him as righteousness.  In other words, Abram wasn’t righteous in himself but rather in his belief in the might of God.  Because of His absolute belief in God, God imputed unto Abram righteousness.  God clothed Abram in His own righteousness.

2 Corinthians 5: 21 says, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  God made Jesus who knew no sin to be sin for us so that we could become the righteousness of God in Jesus.  You then, like Abraham, have been ascribed the righteousness of Jesus, not of yourself but in Him.  More than that actually because you have not just been given the righteousness of Christ but in the same way that He became your sin, you have actually become His righteousness.  You are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus.  And that not of yourself but just as a free gift of God through Jesus.

So God has credited unto you righteousness apart from any works you have ever done.  It isn’t about you at all, in fact.  God has attributed righteousness to you because of Jesus.  That is absolutely astounding.  And as if that isn’t enough, David congratulates you because God has credited to you a righteousness you didn’t earn and didn’t deserve.  Not only that either but David goes on to pronounce a blessing on you.  Yahoo!  Did you know that David has pronounced a blessing on you?  Aren’t you exceedingly happy to hear that anyone has pronounced a blessing on you much less King David?  

Your works are nothing.  Don’t even speak of them because you have been justified apart from your works.  Your righteousness is through Jesus’ work and nothing you can ever do can take away or add to them.  It is repugnant to speak of them for that reason.  But, on the other hand, your faith in what Christ did for you elevates you into the very throne room of God where you are received with glory.  Your part in all of this is belief.  Remember that Abraham “believed” God and it was accounted to him as righteousness.  Verse 5 of Romans 4 tells us that to the one who “believes” it is reckoned as righteousness.

So, you are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus and that not of yourself, your works or anything you have ever done.  But you have been accredited with righteousness by God and made the very righteousness of God in Christ Jesus because of belief in Him whose work was worthy of glory before the very throne of God.  Moreover, because you have received by faith rather than works the righteousness of God, you too have the blessing of David on you.  I think if you ruminate on that you will find plenty to shout about.  Glory to God because His grace has done for us what we could have never done for ourselves.

1318. Monday, April 30, 2012

Psalm 50: 15


(Amplified)

Call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall honor and glorify Me.

God is speaking here.  And there are no maybe’s in this verse.  God is saying that when you call upon Him in the day of trouble, He will deliver you.  Period.  No, ifs, ands or buts.  That’s good because you need to know that there is not a ten step list you have to accomplish in order to receive deliverance in that day of trouble.  Call on Him and He will deliver you.

This is what I might call a relationship verse, although in all honesty the entire Bible is about this close, intimate, personal relationship between you and the Father.  That is the substance and purpose of the Bible.  It is the essence of the message of God.  So what is my point?  My point is that this verse is not written to everyone on the earth.  It is written to His kids.  In a sense you did earn the benefit under this verse by choosing to be in relationship with the Father.  

As children of the Father, we seek daily to draw closer to Him.  We talk with Him, pray to Him, read His Word, hear His Word preached, all of which help us to get to know Him more intimately.  We have developed a relationship with Him.  That relationship has been born of the time we have spent together.  Think of your friends for a moment.  I am willing to wager that your very best friends are the ones that you spend most of your time with.  There are restrictions, of course, like that some of your friends live far away from you but as a general rule your relationships are born of having spent time together.  And the more time you spend together, the closer you become.  It is very difficult to have a meaningful friendship with someone who never has time for you.  So much of the intimacy of your closest friendships comes from the time you spent sharing the deep things of your heart.  In other words, your time together is not always just a passing moment.  You have spent quality time together getting to know one another and sharing your thoughts and feelings.  If you were to have a need, you know that you could call that close friend and they would hearken to your call.  You don’t have to do anything in order to get them to come help you other than call.  All of the time spent in fellowship in the past has developed that relationship so that all you have to do in your time of trouble is just call.  Your investment in that friendship bears fruit.  That fruit is the assurance that your friend is always there for you in the time of need.

Well, your heavenly Father is the same way.  He is there for you in the time of need because you are His beloved but if you are wise you will invest in your relationship with Him the same way you do with your friends.  I am not saying that He will not come to your call unless you have spent a certain amount of time with Him.  I am saying, though, that you will have greater confidence in your relationship, you will be more willing to call on Him, and you will have confidence that He will show up to help you when you have spent time with Him.  I am trying to encourage you not to ignore your relationship with Him because you will have need of that confidence.  That assurance is procured in the time you spend with Him today.  Then when that day of trouble comes you will, with all confidence, call on the name of the Most High knowing that He will deliver you.
1319. Tuesday, May 1, 2012

Genesis 12: 13

And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.

Here is the absolute manifestation of the favor of God on you.  God has a plan for you.  You are His beloved and His hands in the earth.  He wants to see you blessed and able to bless others.  His thought about you is that you will be able to bless all of the families of the earth.  That’s big.

Part of His provision for you and protection of you is that He will bless all who bless you and curse those who curse you.  I want you to know that this is real.  I have seen it operating in my life.  God will rush out to do for others when they have blessed me.  Because I have become acutely aware of this truth, my prayers have changed.  When someone blesses me I say right in that moment, “Father, bless them for they have blessed me.”

One of the ways this has manifested in my life is when I ride my bicycle on the street.  Some drivers are very courteous and go out of their way to give a bike rider a lot of space.  When those drivers do that for me I often wave to them but also I say, “Dad, bless them for that kindness.”  However, when you encounter that other kind of person, what do you do?  Do you curse them out of your own mouth?  May it never be!  God has sent us into this earth to be a blessing.  Not only that but we are supposed to pray for our enemies too.  So, I ask God to give them a revelation.

Begin to bless people with your mouth.  Put yourself in agreement with this verse.  On the other hand, if you find you have run aground make sure you have not harmed a child of God.  God is watching over us to bless us and He has built a hedge of protection around us.  If you want to see the wrath of God and see the effect of there being a curse in the earth, just go picking on His kid.  You are going to experience what it is like to mess with Mama Bear’s cubs.  He isn’t playing with this.  That is one of the quickest ways I know to mess yourself up.

Be blessed, be a blessing and bless others in all ways, including with your mouth and your prayers.  Understand that you are His beloved and He is committed to blessing those who bless you, so even when someone does something small for you, say a quick prayer for them that God will abundantly bless them.

1320. Wednesday, May 2, 2012

Mark 4: 15

And these are the ones who are beside the road where the word is sown; and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word which has been sown in them.

There is a key word in the passage above and that is “immediately.”  Satan comes immediately to steal the word from you.  This is the reason you have to have the Word of God every day instead of just Sunday.  As soon as your pastor sows the Word of God into your life, the devil comes immediately to steal it from you.  Think about it.  How many times has it happened that before you could even get out of the parking lot the devil has already stolen the sown word from you?  That is why you receive the “Word of the Day” not the Word of the week.  We must continuously feed ourselves with the Word of God because the devil is continually stealing it and corrupting it.

He has a number of tools he can use in order to pry that word out of you.  Strife is a major weapon the devil has in his arsenal.  At times before you can get out of the church building someone has gotten your mind off of the word and on to the world by some sort of negativity or criticism.  Often the devil will use someone who will be critical of the pastor.  If he can get you out of peace and into criticism, the word will fly from you.  It is going to be impossible for you to criticize the preacher and receive the bread she or he has imparted to you.  That is one of the biggest problems in the church today and I can just imagine how the devil laughs it up over our giving up the word which could have saved us in favor of a spirit of criticism.

Another way the devil comes quickly to steal the word from you is through the cares of the world.  Perhaps you haven’t even made it to the back door of the church yet and already you are thinking about all the things you need to do.  By the time you reach the door you are already stressed out.  And now you are anxious to get out of there in a hurry so that you can get home and attack that list of “to dos”.  So you are not as cordial to your church mates as you might have been and you edge your way into traffic where there really wasn’t space because you are in a hurry.  Now you have helped someone else lose their peace.  Wow!  It doesn’t take long and the devil already has us off of the word of peace.

So, what can we do?  First we need daily doses of the word.  Secondly, it wouldn’t hurt to meditate on the word that has been given to you.  In other words, keep it in your mind.  If you continue thinking on the word there won’t be space enough for thinking on problems.  Pray daily.  Get the Holy Spirit’s help with keeping your heart and mind on the word so that it can fill you and feed you.  And pray for those people that you would criticize.  Instead of being critical and robbing from yourself, pray.  Pray for your pastor and let it go.  Don’t hold onto that criticism because it is poisoning your spirit.  Pray about that monster list of things you have to do.  God will help you with them if you will let Him.  I promise you that if you get a revelation of enlisting God’s help in all you do, you will find you can get more done in a shorter time than you could have imagined.  Our Father is the ultimate time management help.  And lastly, seek peace.  Pursue it.  Jesus said that he left his peace here for us so grab hold of it and do not let it go.  You have need of your peace and Jesus knew it.  That is why he left his peace here for you.  And remember that his word is called the gospel of peace so when you partake of it you partake of his peace.  That is a good word and worth hanging onto because you are sure to need it today.

1321. Thursday, May 3, 2012

2 Peter 2: 9

The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation.

If you look up this scripture in your Bible you may find that the word “temptation” has a footnote beside it.  The footnote reflects that “trial” is an appropriate substitute for “temptation”.  So this verse says that the Lord is able to rescue you from everything that tries or tempts you.  Jesus has been tested in all things just like us.  The devil tempted and tried him for 40 days out in the desert but he overcame and now he can help you overcome.  He knows all of Satan’s tricks.  Not only that but he has already defeated Satan, death, hell and the grave.  He knows how to rescue you and set you above the destruction of the earth.

We are in him and he in us.  There is, therefore, no cause for us to be tread under foot by the corruption of the earth.  Jesus is well able to set you above the fray.  That is what he does.  He told us that there is trouble in the earth but to take heart for he has already overcome.  Jesus would have you know that there is no problem that the devil can throw at you that he, Jesus, has not already devised a solution to.  As I said, He knows every trick of the devil.  He has been at this awhile.  The devil would have you think that your problem is uncommon, that you are the only one to have experienced that problem but that is not true (1 Cor. 10: 13).  Jesus has seen it before and he knows how to defeat the devil even in that problem.  

Regardless of what you are going through, regardless of what problem has popped up today, Jesus already knows how to fix it, he already has a plan and he is already standing by to rescue you.  In the most dire of situations or even in the small yet annoying problems, he is attentive and ready.  All he needs is for you to turn to him; to call upon him.  He needs your permission to work in your life.  So take a moment; find a quiet place; lock yourself in the bathroom if you must but find that still space inside of you and call upon the name of the Lord.  Let him be Lord.  He is well able.

1322. Friday, May 4, 2012

John 16: 33

These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world

Over the last two days I have written to you about peace and the overcoming power of Jesus.  Here are both of those principles expressed in one verse.  Well, it makes sense that they might go together doesn’t it?  If you have power through Jesus to overcome the tribulation that is in the world, then you are going to have peace.  It is being “in” the trouble that robs you of your peace.  Jesus is letting us know that we needn’t lose our peace; rather we can “take courage” for he has already overcome the world with all of its associated troubles.

The Amplified Bible in place of “take courage” says, “Be of good cheer.”  The New International Version reads, “take heart,” but I really like God’s Word translation which says, “Cheer up!”  Jesus is telling you, “Cheer up, I have already overcome.”  Jesus is the author of Good News!

Some people read this verse and all they hear is “In the world you will have tribulation.”  Well that completely misses the point.  What about the sentence before that?  What about the rest of that very sentence?  Jesus says, “Look, I am telling you all of this so that you will have peace.”  Sure the world has trouble in it, “but,” Jesus says, “I have already overcome the world.”  You, therefore, need not worry.  Jesus already won and his victory is yours.  Don’t get bogged down in the trouble of the world.  Are you kidding me?  Jesus is our Lord.  It is his responsibility to rule the land in which we reside.  It is he who must keep the conquering horde at bay.  His Lordship requires that he commit his troops to our defense.  We pay our tithes to him; he takes care of the rest.  He mounts the army, feeds them, clothes them, supplies them.  He sends them into battle on our behalf.  But really he has already defeated Satan and all the weapons of his warfare so Jesus is just enforcing his victory.

For your part, you must maintain your residence in his territory.  Jesus taught us that we are to abide in and with him even as he and his father abide with us.  If you go live out in the world then you are going to be susceptible to the damage that is in the world.  But, if at any moment you discover that you have crossed the tracks, so to speak, it takes but a word to get your whole household back under grace and in the kingdom.  As the song says, “Just whisper, ‘Jesus.’”  Everything you need is in that name.  All the saving grace of the universe is only a whisper away.  Or shout it!  You will run a bunch of demons off if you shout Jesus’ name.  Oh that we could see in the spiritual realm and see them running off in stark fear.

Cheer up!  Jesus has already won your battle for you.  That problem is of the world but you are not of the world.  You are of Jesus, the high Lord of all.  Kick the devil and all his little pests to the curb.  The master has already spoken.  He holds the scepter in the righteousness of his hand.  He rules!  Not the devil.  The devil is defeated and your Jesus reigns.  Hallelujah!

So what was that problem the devil was trying to torment you with?  Take courage, take heart, be of good cheer!  Jesus has overcome so that you might have and enjoy peace.  

1323. Monday, May 7, 2012

Genesis 26: 1, 2, 12

Now there was a famine in the land and the Lord appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land of which I shall tell you.   Now Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold.  And the Lord blessed him.  

There is much we can see and learn from these few words.  First we must realize that there was a famine in the land.  That is the back drop upon which this story unfolds.  Famine in Isaac’s time would be similar to economic depression in our time.  The means of one’s livelihood is threatened.  What worked previously will not necessarily work in the time of famine.  We are living in a time of famine right now.  The economy is not flourishing as it once did.  That is what makes this verse relevant to today.  We can look at Isaac’s experience in famine and see how God led him.

The first thing God did with Isaac was to tell him not to go down to Egypt.  Egypt represents the ways of the world.  God was telling Isaac to depend on Him rather than on the world system of finance.  God is telling him not to look at the world’s way but instead to depend on THE provider for help in the time of need.  

Secondly, God said, “Go to the place which I will show you.”  This can be equated with letting God lead you.  Look to Him for instructions.  Go where He leads.  Let Him advise you in the time of famine.  He will give you ideas and will lead you to the places of bounty.  He might tell you to invest in a certain project, take this job instead of that one, or a myriad of other possibilities.  In the time of famine look to Him and His way of doing things rather than looking to the world system.  Worldly wisdom is not going to get you over in times of famine but God’s ways will.

Lastly, Isaac sowed in the land to which God led Him.  This is important on so many levels.  Some folks don’t like what they call “The Prosperity Message.”  Part of the reason they don’t like it is because they don’t understand it.  They think it is about being money grabbing while it is quite the opposite.  It is about giving.  And that is another reason they don’t like the message.  They don’t want to give.  That is really short-sighted.  This message also puts a responsibility on them to do something.   Today’s passage teaches us that Isaac sowed in the time of famine but it is God that gave the harvest.   God multiplied Isaac’s seed one hundred fold.  Now that is what the Bible says whether we like it or not.  So the lesson is that we are supposed to sow seed, give, even in the time of famine and then we put our trust in God for the Harvest.  God is the master of the harvest, not us.  But He cannot raise your wheat crop or your bean crop if you do not first put the seed in the ground.  The Lord blessed Isaac but first Isaac was obedient in following and sowing.

This really isn’t a difficult concept to grasp; it is not intellectually challenging anyway.  But this is not the way we have been raised.  We were raised in an environment that says hang on to what you have; don’t share it with others especially during the hard times.  So what makes this message so difficult is just that it is foreign to our way of thinking.  But God is teaching a vital lesson here.  Don’t think like Egypt; don’t think the way the world thinks.  Don’t do what the world does unless you want to participate in the famine.  If you want to flourish and have resources to meet the needs of your family even in the bad economy, then lean on God and His ways.

Your source is the Lord, our God and He is mighty to provide.  You must follow Him though.  That includes being in the place where God told you, where He has led you.  Turning to Him as your source rather than looking to the world system.  And like it or not, it also means that you are going to have to sow in the time of famine.  But fear not.  Like Isaac you will reap one hundred fold even in a bad economy.  Your caretaker will be God, the Almighty.  You are going to come out ahead rather than behind.  You will live above the famine, above the bad economy.  Your provider is the Lord Most High and He wants to lead you to fertile ground.  Follow Him, plant your seed and reap a great harvest.  And remember when you have multiplied that it was God who was the source and provider.

1324. Tuesday, May 8, 2012

Ephesians 4: 22 - 24

In reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.

When you get saved, born again, that is just the beginning.  Not the end.  A baby’s life doesn’t end when it is born, it has just begun.  The same is true of Christians.  When we get born again we are Christian babies.  We must learn and grow.  The difference between us and a baby is that we have a former life that we must deal with so that we can grow into adult Christians.

The first thing the Apostle Paul tells us is that we have to lay aside that old self.  This imposes a duty on us.  Sure you should pray for God’s help but it clearly means that you are the one who has the responsibility for laying aside the old you.   Don’t wait for manna to fall from heaven.  Make a decision that you are going to let go of the old person and embrace the new creature that you have become in Christ Jesus.

I think there is really good news imbedded in here if we pause for a moment and look at what the Spirit of God is saying to us.  First of all, God would not tell us to do something that there is no way for us to do.  So the mere fact that we are instructed to cast off the old self necessarily means that we have the ability to do so.  Secondly, think of your old self for a moment.  Did anyone ever hurt you?  Was any damage or injury ever inflicted on you?  Is there any old scarring from your past?  Well, good news, Jesus is able to remake you into a new creature without those scars and injuries.  He is creating a new person in you; one that is whole, one that never got hurt or suffered abuse.  He is able to make you new without scar or blemish.  Now don’t you think that is GREAT news? 

Now this doesn’t mean that he is just going to throw the old you and the past away.  He isn’t ignoring what happened to you.  This isn’t denial.  Jesus has made you a new person in himself.  He has taken your past and is giving you a future.  The past is satisfied and ended.  You are a new creature in Christ and you have a new life in Him.  

The Apostle Paul was an expert in this area.  He had been the persecutor of the church.  He actively sought out Christians in order to persecute and kill them for their faith.  But when he met Jesus he cast aside that former person and took up the new life, the new creature that Jesus created him to be.  Paul was transformed into a completely different person in Jesus.  So, hear the instruction of one who ought to know of what he spoke, lay aside your old self and be transformed in Christ.

1325. Wednesday, May 9, 2012

2 Corinthians 5: 17

Therefore if anyone is in Christ he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
The God’s Word translation adds an additional perspective, “Whoever is a believer in Christ is a new creation. The old way of living has disappeared. A new way of living has come into existence,” the message being that we have become new people in Christ.  Our old lives died and behold all is new.

Yesterday we saw from Ephesians that we are to lay aside our old selves and be renewed in the spirit of our minds, putting on the new self.  This “new self” is the new person that Jesus purchased for us at the cross.  The passage from Ephesians also told us that this “new person” is in the likeness of God and has been created in righteousness and holiness of truth.  

When you were “born again” you were reborn of the truth.  You, therefore, have not part in untruth.  That is obvious isn’t it?  And we know that Jesus is the truth (John 14: 6).   So you were born in Jesus.  You were also created in righteousness.  2 Corinthians 5: 21 reveals to us that we have become the righteousness of God in Jesus.  Your rebirth, then, was a quite a spectacular event; much more so than perhaps you were aware.  Your spirit was reborn of Jesus and his victory and recreated in the very image of God, created in righteousness and truth.  You were reborn into the nature of being that was created in the beginning before the fall of mankind.  The old has passed away and behold you are a new and beautiful creature in Christ.  There are some very deep spiritual truths in this that I pray are ministering to your depths.

There is a second part of the new creation though of which we also must become aware.  The first part was in obtaining the revelation of the new creature, the magnificent new being that you are in Christ Jesus.  The second part is in recognizing that you must yield to the new creation in you which is born of truth.  You have to embrace this new person and subsequently lay aside the former self.  It is by your strength that the old man must be cast off and buried.  You must intentionally, as a deliberate act of your will accept and put on this new person.  Jesus purchased the new you with his blood but you must receive the gift of your own personal resurrection in him.  Your old nature died at that cross with him but only if you lay aside the old man and let him be dead and buried.  

While Jesus paid the price, you do not have to receive that which he purchased.  It is completely your decision and exercise of your will.   It is just like salvation.  Jesus purchased your salvation but you did not have to receive it if you didn’t want to.  All of the gifts of God are yours but you have to choose to receive them.  Therein lies one big problem but that discussion is for another day.  Today is for the revelation that Jesus has made you new.  You are the beautiful creation that God intended in the Garden of Eden.  Cast off the old man with all of his trouble, scars, damage, sin, brokenness, etc.  Put on the new creation which is healed and whole, perfect, righteous and the glory of God in Christ Jesus.  Walk around in the suit that God made for you.  It is your decision.  

1326. Thursday, May 10, 2012

Romans 12: 2

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

We’ve been looking, this week, at the miracle of the new creation we have all become in Christ Jesus.  In Ephesians 4: 22 – 24 Paul instructs us to lay aside the old self and put on the new self who has been created in the image of God in righteousness and holiness of truth.  Yesterday Paul taught us from 2 Corinthians 5: 17 that we are new creations in Christ, the old ways have passed away and a new way of living has come.  Today we again turn to the Apostle Paul to teach us how to grow and mature in our recreated selves.

In the passage from Ephesians Paul said that we were to put on the new self by renewal of our minds.  In other words, it is through renewing our minds that we will actually put on our new self which Jesus purchased and created for us.  When we were in the world we were also conformed to it.  Now that we are a part of Jesus’ kingdom we must shake off the effects of the world and put on our new suit of clothing.

I wrote on Tuesday that being born again is the beginning rather than the end of our journey with God.  We are born as babes into a new life as Christians.  The way we mature is through the renewal of our minds.  We must cast off the old man and with him the old thoughts and the old ways.  As we transform our thinking we alter the way we interact with the world.  No longer does it hold sway over us but rather the Word of God is becoming increasingly more prominent in our lives.  Each year you should see in yourself that you know more of the Word of God and that its place in your life is more important.

You will be transformed into the person that God created you to be when you let go of the world and the old way of thinking that it taught you.  Bit by bit, day by day the Word will convert you from a creature of the world to the metamorphosed butterfly that you were always meant to be.  As I have said, you hold the reins in this metamorphosis.  Paul says “be transformed.”  That is a command.  You must spin that cocoon from which you will emerge as the beautiful creation of the most high.  The cocoon of your transformation is spun by through the emission of your mouth.  As you release the Word of God from your mouth, the cocoon is spun around you which covers you in the glory of the Lord.  It doesn’t happen overnight but if you will consistently apply the Word of God you will see a remarkable transformation in just a little while.  Be renewed; be transformed through the renewal of your mind.  Retrain; reteach your mind according to the Word of God.

1327. Friday, May 11, 2012

Ephesians 4: 28

Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share with him who has need.

Alright, today you are presented with an opportunity to renew your mind by changing the way you might have thought in the past to the way that God teaches.  If I had written this passage I would have probably said for the thief to work with his hands so that he can feed himself rather than taking away from the hard work of others.  But the Holy Spirit through Paul had a different thought entirely.  He said to work so that you might have something to give to others.  Now that turns a lot a people on their heads.  Most of us thought that we were supposed to work so that we can satisfy our own needs.  Here is where the Holy Spirit is transforming us into the image of the Holy One.  He teaches that we are to work so that we may provide for the needs of others.  Now, which way are we going to think, the way we were brought up thinking or the way the Holy Spirit directs?  If you choose to adhere to the way of the Holy Spirit, you are going to be transformed.  Your transformation will begin in your thinking but it is eventually going to show in other ways too.  You will begin to speak differently and there is going to be a significant alteration in your giving.

Query: since you work in order to meet the needs of others, from where does your supply, your provision come?   Be transformed by the renewal of your mind.

1328. Monday, May 14, 2012

1 Chronicles 14: 11

So they came up to Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there; and David said, “God has broken through my enemies by my hand, like the breakthrough of waters.”  Therefore they named that place Baal-perazim.

The background of this verse is that David had just been anointed as King over all Israel.  When the news of David’s appointment reached the Philistines they armed themselves for battle and conducted a raid in the valley of Rephaim.  The first thing David did was to pray and ask God if he should go up against them.  He wanted to know if going into battle against the Philistines was God’s will.  God assured David that He would be with him and would give the Philistines into his hands.  As you see from the verse above, God did commanded the victory into David’s hands.

There are a couple of observations and comments I would like to share today.  First of all, wouldn’t you think that the Philistines would have learned their lesson about David and the God that he served when he defeated Goliath when he was just a youth?  Verse 12 tells us that the Philistines abandoned their idols there in Baal-parazim and David burned them.  You would have thought that the Philistines would have already learned that their “gods” were no match for the God of Israel.

Secondly, unlike many of us, me especially, the first thing David did was to ask God for His will in this situation.  David did not rely on yesterday’s word from God.  He went to God for a fresh word.  This is an important lesson.  Too many of us rely on what God has told us or has done in the past rather than seeking His face and instruction.  That is a big mistake.  Every day and in every situation we should stop and ask our Father how He wants each situation handled.  The situation may look the same as a previous one but its appearance does not make it so.  Get a fresh word from God each day.

Lastly, when you are in God’s will then it is His hand that brings about the victory.  He doesn’t expect you to provide the might.  He is the force and power behind you.  It is He who causes you to triumph in everything you do (2 Cor. 2: 14).  We are more than conquerors but only in Him.  So when you, like David, need a breakthrough, first go to God and seek His counsel.  Once you have His direction march out in all confidence because He will give you the victory.  He is going to give you the breakthrough in whatever area you need.  Do you need a breakthrough in your health, your finances, relationships?  He is the God of the breakthrough and when He comes, He will breakthrough like a dam bursting.  He will blast through that problem like a raging torrent.  His waters will wash away even the vestiges of the problem.  The water of His salvation will cleanse everything in its wake and you will ride that wave to victory.

Take a lesson from David’s book.  When in need (which is about every day) seek God’s advice and then follow Him as He washes your enemy under your feet.

1329. Tuesday, May 15, 2012

2 Corinthians 10:4

For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

I want to spend a little time this week on the weapons of our warfare.  First we must realize that we are involved in warfare.  If you don’t understand that then you are defenseless.  Once you appreciate you are in war, though, you can win handily.  Paul tells us in Ephesians 6: 12 that “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”  But take heart he also tells us in Romans 8: 37 that we “overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.”   The Amplified version reads, “Yet amid all these things we are more than conquerors and gain a surpassing victory through Him Who loved us.”  Isn’t that great?  You gain a surpassing victory through Jesus.  Jesus himself told us to take heart because he has already overcome the world (John 16: 33).  So, do not be afraid that I tell you that you are in a war but recognize that you do have an enemy and his name is Satan.  God has already given us all the tools to defeat him but we must first recognize that Satan is real and secondly that he does not want to see you succeed.  Once you accept these two truths, then you are ready to do battle realizing from the outset that you have already been given the victory in Christ.

So we see that our struggle is not against flesh and blood but rather against spiritual forces.  Secondly we understand that our weaponry also is not of the flesh.  We have spiritual weapons for battling spiritual foes and our weapons are “divinely powerful.”  You have, in Christ, everything you need for defeating the attacks of the devil.  You are armed with the most powerful artillery of all time.  Jesus has already defeated Satan and through his triumph already purchased every victory for you.  You only have to walk in them.

1330. Wednesday, May 16, 2012

2 Chronicles 20: 21 – 22

And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who sang to the Lord and those who praised Him in holy attire, as they went out before the army and said, “Give thanks to the Lord, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.”  And when they began singing and praising, the Lord set ambushes against the sons of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; so they were routed.

Three different nations came against Judah and Judah was outmatched except for one thing.  They had the God of Abraham on their side and that is always enough.  The king at that time was Jehoshaphat.  He sent his most powerful weapon out in the first rank.  That was the praise team.  And that was all that was needed.  The army never even drew their sword.  They stood and watched God deliver the three nations into their hands.  This is not to say that the forces of Jehoshaphat did nothing though and this is where some people miss it.  They think that because God will deliver the victory in their hands they do not have to do anything and that is wrong.  Ask the praise team from that day if they did nothing.  They entered battle most assuredly but their weapons were spiritual weapons not carnal.  They didn’t draw the sword but they lifted up their voices.  And don’t you imagine that the other people began to sing with them and praise God.  But also notice that there were people who were appointed to sing and praise.  Worshipping God was considered important service.  

Praise, worship and thanksgiving are powerful weapons.  Powerful!  We discount them today and we are foolish to do so.  The people of that day realized that God inhabits the praise of His people (Psalm 22: 3).  Do you want to keep the devil at bay?  He cannot stand the sound of God’s children praising Him.  Praise will drive Satan right out of town.  He cannot stay in your presence when you praise the Lord.  So, if the devil is beating you up a little today just open your mouth and begin to praise the Lord.  Put on some good Christian music.  If you don’t have Christian music and especially some praise music you need to rectify that immediately.  

During a particularly difficult period of my life when Satan was doing everything he could to keep me down I put on a music CD that was full of songs about the blood of Jesus.  I played that CD everywhere.  If the devil wanted to mess with me, he was going to have to get through the blood to do it and he knows that he cannot do that.  I credit that CD with helping me get my feet back under me so that I could fight again.  

Don’t discount the power of praise.  It is a devastating weapon to the enemy.

1331. Thursday, May 17, 2012

Ephesians 6: 17

…the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God.

Now here is your big stick.  This is the number one weapon that God has given us to fight the devil.  It is the way that Jesus defeated the devil when Satan tested him for 40 days in the desert.  Jesus consistently fought back with “it is written.”  He quoted the scripture back at Satan and Satan could not win.  Satan cannot stand in the presence of the Word.  It will defeat him every single time.

The devil is a liar and the father of lies (John 8: 44).  He will come at you with deceptive thoughts and try to get you to believe them.  Once he can get the seed planted in you, sooner or later you will also begin speaking the lie instead of the truth and you are going to get what you say.  So now you know the devil’s strategy.  In order to defeat the devil, you must do what Jesus did, quote the scripture back in his face.  

If you start feeling sick, start quoting healing scriptures.  If you are stressed over finances, tell the devil what the Word says about God’s provision.  Start striking back at the devil with the Word of God.  He will have no choice but to fold his tent and go home.

1332. Friday, May 18, 2012

Luke 6: 38

Give and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.

If you really want to hit the devil between the running lights, give.  I have only recently really discovered this as a weapon.  The devil has really been trying to disrupt my life lately.  UPS packages that were supposed to be sent to me have been shipped instead to Puerto Rico.  Electronics have failed, etc.  There has been a parade of things coming between me and the fulfillment of my goals.  Well, one day in the midst of this cavalcade, the idea occurred to me to send a gift to a ministry.  No sooner did the thought go through my mind than I realized what a powerful weapon giving can be.  I got happy.  I decided that since the devil wanted to play games that I would just breakout my checkbook and bless one of God’s servants.  I wanted to pay back the devil for stealing from me.  Who says that we have to stand by while the devil beats us black and blue?  Not me, brother.  If Satan is going to launch his fiery missiles at me, then by God, I am going to launch some back at him.  Why are going to stand by passively and let him have a free shot at us?  No Way!

And don’t you imagine that Satan just hates for you to give into a ministry that is reaching people for the kingdom of God, a ministry that is pulling souls right out of the clutches of the devil?  So that day I determined to strike back.  The scripture says that God loves a joyful giver.  Well He must have really enjoyed that gift because I very happily gave into the work of the gospel.  I was ecstatic!

As I sent my gift that day, God reminded me that it was also seed.  In my zeal to strike back at the enemy I forgot about seed and harvest.  God reminded me and showed me that the money I sent could be a flaming missile and seed at the same time.  I had not thought of that.  So God had me tell him what I wanted that seed to grow into.  Well, I sowed that seed towards the very thing that the devil was trying to prevent.  What a victory!

One last thing though.  As I looked at the size of my gift I really wished that it could be bigger.  Again God spoke to my heart.  He reminded me about the mustard seed.  Although it is the smallest of all seeds, when it grows it is larger than all of the bushes and even able to provide housing for the birds.  God was telling me that although my seed was small, that a seed as small as a mustard seed can cause big shakeups in the spiritual realm when it is sown in faith.

Is the devil messing with you?  Is he trying to prevent the fulfillment of a dream or goal?  Maybe he is just getting in the way with the work that you need to do.  Regardless, get a little of your own back.  You do not have to stand there and just take the punches of the devil.  You get to throw your own.  I take great joy in sharing this good news with you today.  I hope you get as much joy out of counter-punching the enemy.  Give something away.  If you have ever wondered to whom you should send your gifts think of it this way today.  Who would it bother the devil the most for you to send your gift to?  Who will really make him pay for bothering you?  Just thinking about it is likely to put a smile on your face.  Have fun!

1333. Monday, May 21, 2012

1 Corinthians 1: 30

But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption.

By God’s hand you have been remade.  The life you now live you live in Christ Jesus who is the wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption of God.  You, therefore, are living in wisdom.  You are living in righteousness, sanctification and redemption.  These are all now a part of whom you are in Christ.  

Vine’s Dictionary of New Testament Words tells us that sanctification in this verse means separation unto God.  You have been set apart from the world for a life with God.  You have been set apart from the base things of the world for a life of the high and exalted.  Too many people, Christians, do not understand the full work of the cross.  Jesus did much more than just buy your eternal salvation.  That would have been enough for us but it was not enough for God and it never was.  All through the Old Testament God prophesied about our new covenant in Christ and the promise was far greater than just living with Him in eternity.  He said that we would be His people and He would be our God.  He said that we would be separated unto Him as His own people.

And as if that is not enough, we have also gained His wisdom, His righteousness and redemption.  We have been redeemed from the curse that we were under.  This was necessary if we are to live a life separated unto God.  How can we live under the curse and with God?  We cannot.  Now, because we have been redeemed from our former life, the sin stain that was upon us and the curse, we are in right standing with God which is the meaning of “righteousness.”  We have been separated unto Him where we have right standing with Him.  And in Jesus He has given us grace and all wisdom so that we might walk in our roles as the children of God.  By grace, not by our works or deeds we have become the very children of God.  We have been set apart to walk in our Holy office in Jesus.  By grace you have been set free of all bondages that you might live free.  

Renew your self-image according to this scripture.  Recognize who you are and that it was by God’s hand and His grace that you are in a high position with Him, not of yourself.  Princes and Princesses don’t earn their high position either.  They are just born into it like we have been born into the Kingdom of God.  But neither do the royal born live a lowly life just because they didn’t earn their position.  With humility, step into your high calling in Christ Jesus. 

1334. Tuesday, May 22, 2012

Romans 5: 17

For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

The transgressor was Adam and through his disobedience all humanity was subjected to the curse and death reigned in our flesh and bones.  But Jesus with one drop of his blood redeemed us all.  We have now received an abundance of grace so that not by works but by Jesus’ precious life we might all be free from the curse of sin and death.

We have been given abundant grace so that we no longer have to live under the law.  The curse of the law, then, has been removed from us.  Grace has given us freedom.  We have also been given the gift of righteousness so that we are now the righteousness of God.  In Jesus, we have right standing with God.  He has restored us to a place of good standing and not from anything we have done but just as a free gift.  That does not mean it should be taken lightly though.  You now have the privilege of entering God’s throne room but it is by the grace of God and the sacrifice of Jesus.  Before Jesus only the high priest could enter into the Holy of Holies.  But now in Jesus you can walk into God’s chambers anytime you want to.  You do not even need a reason.  You can just go and hang out with God.

This grace and righteousness have called us into a higher place with God.  We have been restored to the former glory where we are to reign this earth.  We are not lowly worms in the dirt.  We are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus.  We have responsibilities as the heirs of Christ.  God has not called us to slither around on our bellies.  He has called us to rule with Jesus.  Yahweh and Jesus did not sacrifice everything so that we could go around confessing what a lowly position we have.  God put His own son on the cross so that He could gain more sons and daughters so that we can go into the family business with Him.  Don’t insult God by calling yourself a worm.  You were worth everything to Him.  And when you think of what Jesus went through so that we could walk with him and reign with him it should give you pause.

Grace has been poured out on you because of the love that Jesus and the Father have for you.  If you have been saved, if you are a Christian, then God has a special place for you.  Now rise up and take your rightful place.

1335. Wednesday, May 23, 2012

Psalm 34: 19

(NIV)

The righteous person may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all.

One of the perks of being the righteousness of God is that there is always a way out of troubles.   Before you even encounter the trouble, God has already prepared a way out for you.  Jesus told us that the world is full of trouble but for us not to worry because he has already overcome all that will attempt to threaten us (John 16: 33).  

This means that when we encounter some problem we need to look to Jesus immediately for the solution.  Don’t mess around with advice from well-meaning family and friends.  Don’t jump on the internet.  Go first to the master and get the answer.  Why do you want to save him for last after you have talked with everyone you know?  Save yourself time and trouble by going to him first.  

You must train your mind to think of Jesus first.  If your first thought is to pick up the telephone then you need to meditate on this scripture day and night until it gets down in your spirit.  Say it aloud to yourself.  Memorize it.  While you are pumping gas say, “The Lord delivers me from all troubles.”  You’ve got to renew your mind and the only way to do that is through the Word.

1336. Thursday, May 24, 2012

Malachi 3: 6

For I, the Lord, do not change.

It is important for you and me to know that the Lord does not change and he doesn’t change his mind.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13: 8).  The reason it is important for us to know this is because we need to be able to rely on his Word without wavering.  That includes what was said in the Old Testament as well as the New Testament.  Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament and the promises therein.  Therefore, we can expect any promises from the Old Testament to be just as viable and available to us as those we find in the New Testament.

Additionally, knowing that the Lord does not change will help you to stand in difficult situations.  When you know that he is rock steady and stable it will help you to be stable too.  Look, everyone needs people they can depend on and knowing that someone is stable and unchanging gives us confidence in their dependability.

When you read the Bible and see how Jesus behaved when he walked on the earth you can know that what he did then, he can do now.  As you read about him healing the sick you can have confidence that he can and will heal you too.  Anything he has ever done for anyone else he is willing to do for you because he does not change.  Not only that, but remember that we are under a better covenant now with better promises so things have only improved for us.  We can expect more and better than anything you read in the Bible because we now have a risen Lord.

It should be easier for you to get to know him too because whatever you see in the Bible reflects who he is today.  So take heart!  Whatever you need from Jesus you can have.  If you can find one example in the Bible or one promise then you have the assurance of your prayer.

1337. Friday, May 25, 2012

Malachi 3: 3

And He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present to the Lord offerings in righteousness.

There has been much confusion over God’s purification process and people have gotten way off base with it. So let’s clear it up today.  God does purify us by His fire but His fire is the Holy Spirit and it is a cleansing fire.

So many people have thought that God purifies by sending calamity into people lives.  For someone to believe this it is to misunderstand the very nature of God.  God is love.  He is not going to break someone’s leg in order to get him to clean up his act.  God loves a person into repentance.  How do I know?  John 3: 16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”  There is God’s work of salvation and it is for whoever believes.

God’s cleansing comes after you are saved.  You come to him as you are but then he “refines” you.  He doesn’t burn you up he refines you so that your mettle is pure.  He doesn’t put car wrecks and cancer on people in order to make them better or stronger.  That’s crazy talk.  First of all God doesn’t have any cancer in heaven to put on people.  Cancer is of this world and who is the God of this world?  It was Adam but he gave his rights to Satan.  A lot of people blame God for these things because they have failed to recognize that Satan is real and that he is very active.

The way God purifies you is to ask you to love your enemies.  Right when you are starting to fire off your temper He tells you to pray for that person.  Or when you want to get your hands in the middle of something he tells you to keep your peace and let him handle the situation.  He calls you to be nice when you don’t want to and to stand in faith when the battle looks hopeless.  The purification of the Lord is in transforming yourself by the renewal of your mind (Romans 12: 2).  In His mind you are already gold because you are in Jesus.  Now he just wants you to work out the impurities.  You do that through the application of the Word.

We do not have a malevolent God but rather a benevolent one.  If you don’t know this you will never be able to walk in close communion with God because He leads by love.   He is love.  That is what He has to give you.  He will ask you to grow up and to do what you see in the Bible but that is for your own good.  It is the Word which will purify you, or mature you.  The Holy Spirit will bring out the best in you so that you can present your most Holy Offering in righteousness; yourself.  You are the gift that God wishes for you to give; you who are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5: 21).

If you hear people blaming God for the troubles in their lives, correct them and tell them that God loves them.  They need a revelation of God’s love and you are just the person who can help them.  They need to know about the love that sacrificed everything for them, the love that will help them through life’s challenges.

1338. Monday, May 28, 2012

Ephesians 1: 18 - 19
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what it’s the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.

I pray a similar prayer for you every morning one which includes a request for new revelation and enlightenment.  I know, as did Paul, that when you are receiving fresh revelation from God, then you will experience the surpassing greatness of His power in your life.  As the eyes of your heart are continually opened and new revelation is before you, then you will have increasing knowledge of how special you are in the kingdom of God and this significance of your calling in Him.  You will experience the riches of His glory in everything.  You will see how glorious the inheritance of the saints truly is.

The more revelation you have of who the Father is, the greater will be your personal exposure to His glory.  It is not, however, knowing more about Him academically that is key.  It is about knowing Him personally and that is what I pray is increasing in your life daily.  As your enlightenment grows you will understand and will see things that you never saw before even though many of them were right in front of your eyes all along.  It is the opening of your spiritual eyes that will aid you in greater and greater victories in Christ.  Now we see in part but each day, I pray, our wisdom in the things of God is increasing.

Note that the eyes of your spirit are associated with your heart.  This is an expression that relates to that deepest most part of your being.  That is where the Holy Spirit lives and will reveal the Father to you.  It is not your mind from which the rivers of revelation will flow.  You will need to open your heart, or your spirit to the ministrations and teaching of the Holy Spirit.  From there He will lead you into all truth so that you can walk in paths which are prepared and well groomed.  You can walk on the level path where the rocks have already been removed.

Pray in agreement with me each day for the eyes of your spirit to be opened and for the Holy Spirit to pour in fresh revelation daily.  Whatever we agree to in prayer, our heavenly Father shall do for us. 

1339. Tuesday, May 29, 2012

Isaiah 31: 1
Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, and rely on horses, and trust in chariots because they are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but they do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!

There is trouble in the world, even Jesus recognized that.  But the real problem is not that there are problems but rather that too many of us look to the wrong source for help.  Egypt represents the world.  The prophet is saying, “Don’t look to the world for your solutions.  Trust in the God of Israel.  He is your strength.”

When calamity comes upon the land, we are not to respond the way people of the world do.  We are to look to God and seek His answers and His strength.  We are supposed to seek His face.  Our trust shouldn’t be in governmental bail outs or stimulus packages.  Our confidence is not in our armies and navies but in the God that fortifies them.  Too many Christians act just like every non-saved person in the country when a problem arises.  That is not supposed to be.  We are not supposed to lose our confidence for our confidence has great reward.  But our confidence must be placed steadfastly in our God and Lord.

So whether the problems are economical, meteorological, military, etc.  turn first to the God of Israel.  Seek the Lord.  Seek first His wisdom and instruction.  Don’t run to CNN; run to Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Your salvation is in them as are the answers to all of life’s problems.  Make God your first response rather than your last resort.  You are going to find this method works much better.

1340. Wednesday, May 30, 2012

Psalm 107: 20

He sent His word and healed them.

I have sent you this verse before.  To my way of thinking this is one of the fundamental scriptures.  The kind of scripture that we each have at least figuratively in our wallets if not actually.  I keep finding more depth and truth in these few words so I revisit it with my fresh revelation.  The last time I sent it to you I majored on the fact that Jesus is the Word.  Jesus is the healer so when He (Yahweh) sent Jesus, he sent healing.  Jesus is, if you will, the Word incarnate.

But let us look at it this way too.  Let’s think about the Word itself by which I mean the spoken word of God and the written word of God.  The Word of God is a living expression.  In other words, it is not a compilation of stagnant words on a page.  It is the will and intent of God uttered from His mouth and/ or by the inspiration and unction of the Holy Spirit.  The Word represents thoughts of God issued from the throne of heaven for mankind.  They have power because they have come from the Father.  Every word He utters has the force of His omnipotent power in it.  He tells us that His word does not return to Him void without accomplishing the purpose for which it was sent (Isaiah 55: 11).  His words, then, are like little soldiers sent out upon a task and they return to Him once they have won the victory.

So when one applies the Word to a situation, it is like sending God’s troops into battle.  They go on our behalf and come back to us with the victory.  We must first send them.  Then the second part of our job is to refrain from recalling them.  When we speak in faith, it is like sending fresh troops and supplies to the front line.  When we begin to speak in doubt, though, the enemy cuts off the supply line and our soldiers are out flanked.  If we do not rush aid to them, they will fall.  But when we support them by continuing in faith and speaking what the Bible says, then it is a torrent of supplies and well-armed soldiers racing to the front.  It is like a river of power barraging the stronghold of the devil.  The enemy cannot win.  The force of God’s power will overcome any sickness, disease, or for that matter, any other problem.  Nothing can stand before the awesomeness of God or His Word.

So you, like God, need to send His Word.  You need to send it to your body.  Send your task force against any disease, malady or injury in your body and keep it supplied with constant replenishment.  Keep pouring on the power of God’s word until the devil surrenders.  He will test you to see just how serious you are.  He won’t believe at first that you will stand but when you do he will be completely crushed under the mighty hand of the Lord.  Your healing is God’s Word.  It is the sword of the Spirit.  Pick it up and do mighty battle today.

1341. Thursday, May 31, 2012

Proverb 4:20-23

My son, give attention to my words; incline your ear to my sayings.  21 Do not let them depart from your sight; keep them in the midst of your heart.  22 For they are life to those who find them, and health to all their whole body.

Again we see that God’s words have health and life in them.  All of God’s word is empowered with life giving power.  Think of it this way Jesus is the Word and Jesus is the life (John 1: 1, 4; 14: 6).  So when you put the Word in you, you put life in you.  Even if you read and meditate on scriptures that are not about healing you are still filling yourself with the words of life.  The more you put God’s word in you the more health you put in your body.  Every time you read His Word it is like putting health capsules in your body.  The more you do it, the more health will be produced therein.  Eventually you won’t be trying to “get healed.”  You will just “be healed” because the Word of life will be manifested in your body.  

Diseases that were considered incurable in the past are not incurable now because of medical science.  Diseases we have even thought about as incurable in our own time are now treatment plans and remedies.  But did you know that to Jesus there has never been an incurable disease?  This is because He has a complete revelation of healing.  He understands that health is in the Word.  He knows that there is actual life in God’s words.  

Solomon, the author of this proverb, understood that too.  Today’s passage isn’t just a piece of poetic prose to Solomon.  He didn’t write it because he just had to produce a proverb each day.  This is wisdom from the son of King David.  This proverb is from the wisest man who ever lived.  Solomon knew that if a person would ingest God’s words he would fill his body with health.  There is power in the Word.  There is strength in the Word and there is hope in the Word.  It gives life to our bodies and vigor to our spirits.  Get stirred up about the Bible.  Be encouraged by its life giving truths.  If you will keep putting the Word of God inside of you it will bring life to your mortal body.

God says you are healed; the devil says you are sick.  You are going to have to choose which side of the battle line you are going to stand on.  If you are going to stand on God’s side then you are going to need your shield and your sword.  The shield is faith and the sword is the Word (Eph. 6:16-17).  With them, you can easily defeat the lying schemes of the devil and you can be whole.

1342. Friday, June 1, 2012

Acts 5: 1 – 10

But a certain man named Ananias, with his wife Saphira, sold a piece of property, and kept back some of the price for himself, with his wife’s full knowledge, and bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles’ feet.  But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back some of the price of the land?  While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own?  And after it was sold, was it not under your control?  Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart?  You have not lied to men but to God.”  And as he heard these words, Ananias fell down and breathed his last; and great fear came upon all who heard of it.  And the young men arose and covered him up, and after carrying him out, they buried him.  Now there elapsed an interval of about three hours, and his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.  And Peter responded to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for such and such a price?”  And she said, “Yes, that was the price.”  The Peter said to her, “Why is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test?  Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they shall carry you out as well.”  And she fell immediately at his feet, and breathed her last; and the young men came in and found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband.

Deception will kill you and destroy all of your plans.  You cannot live in God’s blessing and the devil’s schemes.  You must choose.  Do you want God to bless everything that you touch, everything that you own and every project you undertake?  Then you must live in the truth, not the lie.  

This is such a simple and basic concept but we have been so indoctrinated by the world that these fundamental things must still be taught over and over again.  Separate yourself from the world and live in the grace of God.  Jesus taught us that the devil is a deceiver.  He is a liar and the father of lies (John 8: 44).   Jesus is the truth (John 14: 6).   So choose.  You can either live in the truth (Jesus) or you can live in the lie (Satan).  You cannot do both however.  And the consequence of choosing lying and deception is death.

Ananias and Saphira could have kept the land or all of the proceeds of the sale of the land.  What they could not do and what we cannot do is to lie to the Holy Spirit.  Any lie you tell when you profess yourself to be a child of the Most High is lying to the Holy Spirit of God.  Peter told Ananias, “Look, the land was yours and the proceeds are under your control.”  Essentially he was telling Ananias do with your property as you wish, but do not lie about it.  Ananias and Saphira wanted the acclaim of having sold their property and given the money to God but they didn’t want to part with the money.  So they devised this scheme to deceive the people.  But no matter who you lie to you are in fact lying to the Holy Spirit of God.  

Look people, there is a reason he is called the “Holy” Spirit.  He is beyond reproach, without sin and cannot be in the presence of sin.  He cannot be with you when you are playing with the devil’s toys.  As long as you keep lying, deceiving and manipulating people by clever tricks of language or misrepresentation of facts, he cannot hang out with you.  He cannot bless what you are working on nor be in the presence of those deceptions.  

It is enormously insulting to the Holy Spirit, to your Lord and to your Father that you would lie and deceive.  But that is not all there is to it.  When you understand the dynamic in full you will not allow deception in your presence either.  There are two predominant reasons people lie.  One is that they are cowards.  They are afraid to face up to the truth.  The other is that they don’t trust God.  Now consider this and appreciate how offensive this is to God.  Perhaps a person lies about a situation in order to obtain a certain outcome.  They have said to God, “Look God.  I don’t trust you to be able to get this outcome for me so I am going to take care of this the way the devil does.  After all, it has been working great for the devil for years.”  Is that really the message you wish to convey to God?  Is that really the relationship you are after with him?  Can you see why the church has lost so much of its power?

This is no small matter.  It is of prime importance and absolutely one of the fundamental pieces of a Christian foundation.  God will never be able to trust you with His assignments and the welfare of His children until you can put this basic element in place.  He cannot be in your presence when you engage in deceptive practices, and he cannot, therefore, bless the work of your hand.  It grieves Him so not to be able to be with you and bless you beyond measure.  Everything God has ever done has been about being in intimate fellowship with you so it breaks His heart to be run off in such a decrepit way.  Don’t do it.  It pains His heart and binds your prayers.  And then go the next step and let the people around you know and understand clearly that you will not tolerate lying; you will not be a party to deception and you will not continue to associate with them if that is the lifestyle they choose.  It is time for us to move on and move up people.  God needs his army in place.  He needs His kids to grow up.  He loves you and wants to fill your spaces with His presence.  Won’t you invite Him in?

1343. Monday, June 4, 2012

Matthew 4: 23

And Jesus was going about in all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people.  And the news about Him went out into all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, taken with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them, and great multitudes followed Him from Galilee and Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan.

Well, no wonder the news about Jesus spread and great multitudes followed him.   He was meeting the needs of the people.  Every kind of problem was overcome his presence.  I love that.  There was no sickness, disease, pain or demon that was not subject to Jesus’ goodness.  They all had to leave because of His great love and the mercy of the Father.

I want you to see the ministry of Jesus cogently encapsulated.  He went about teaching, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing.  People flocked to him literally.  Why?  Because they were being healed and set free.  Then Jesus taught them how to live in the kingdom of God.  He proclaimed the good news to them.  He taught them how to continue living in God’s grace.   Jesus said that he came so that we and they would have and enjoy life (John 10: 10) so his message taught just that.  But he had to get their attention first.  He had to heal their bodies and deliver them from demons before the Word of God could be received.  But when people saw the miracles that followed him, they wanted to hear more about El Shaddai, the God who is more than enough.

Notice also that those who followed Jesus were not only the Jews.  There were those from Jerusalem but also from Galilee and Decapolis, Judea and the regions beyond the Jordan.  The Jews knew that a messiah was promised but the others just knew that there was a man healing people of all their oppression.   And of course that made them want to hear about the God he served.  

So what is the message for today?  If we really want people to see the God of love, then we must show him to them, not only tell them about him.  People will flock to hear the message when the love and mercy of God is in demonstration.  The God that healed then is the same God we have now and He changes not.  He is just as willing to heal people today as he was then.  He loves the people in North Carolina, Georgia, California, South Carolina, Illinois, South America, Hawaii, etc. every bit as much as He loved the people from Jerusalem, Decapolis, etc.  All he needs now is a couple of willing servants, a couple of believers.  Then we will see great things happening in this country as well as abroad.

1344. Tuesday, June 5, 2012

Mark 16: 15, 17

And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.  17 And these signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it shall not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Jesus’ commission to us is that we go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  This is our assignment from our Lord.  Think of feudal times when everyone had a lord that they looked to.  Imagine those times and the social and political structure.  Now picture yourself living in such a system with Jesus as your lord.  I believe this is the way we are supposed to look at his lordship.  He has an absolute duty to care for us and defend us against all attacks and we have a duty of servitude and obedience.  Our service to him is to go preach the good news.  Sometimes we do the preaching ourselves and sometimes the greater part of our service is in sending preachers but it is the same commission none the less.

And the preaching of the good news is supposed to bear fruit.  Jesus said that all these signs will follow those who believe.  Believers will “cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it shall not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”  Notice that Jesus said that those who believe, i.e. believers, shall do all these things and see all these results.  He did not say that these signs follow preachers, prophets, apostles or pastors.  So let’s just make this plain.  Jesus expects you to cast out demons.  He expects you to speak with new tongues.  He expects that neither venom nor poison shall harm you.  And he expects you to lay hands on the sick so that they recover.

He is living inside of you for just this purpose.  He intends to reach every lost soul through us.  That means you and me.  We are his ambassadors in the earth.  We have his spirit, his anointing and his commission.  Whatsmore, he has empowered us with every blessing and all power for the fulfillment of this commission.

Now some of you perhaps have never thought of yourself in this capacity but it is time for the great sleeping giant which is the body of believers in Christ Jesus to awaken and arise.  It is time for the truth to go out and first free and enlighten you so that you can go forth in the light and power of his name and set the captives free.  What you have received from God is precious.  It is glorious; so much so, in fact, that it is worthy of sharing with others.  And when you have laid your hands on them and they have been healed, they will want to hear about your God who heals.  When you cast a demon out of their child, they will want to hear about the God who is love.

I recommend that we all meditate on this scripture so that Jesus’ full intent fills our hearts and enlightens our minds.  When we have received the full revelation of this one little passage from Jesus, we will really make a difference in this world.

1345. Wednesday, June 6, 2012

John 14: 12

Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.

So in case you thought Jesus wasn’t serious in yesterday’s scripture, here is another statement from him.  Jesus is making himself rather plain I think.  His full intent is that we should not only accomplish what he did but that we should exceed his works.  Sometimes this scripture really bothers me because I certainly have not accomplished the deeds that Jesus did much less greater ones.  But there is a lot of truth to this statement.  

When Jesus lived in the earth he was constrained by having one body.  Now that He has ascended he lives through you and me and a couple of million other believers.  He can, therefore, be in the United States and Tunisia at the same time.  He can preach on both sides of the Jordan in the same moment.

But that is not the only advantage.  We now have the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as well.  Jesus was living under the old covenant and the old dispensation.  The Holy Spirit had not been poured out yet.  Jesus was an Old Testament saint.  Since His ascension though, the Holy Spirit has come to live not only with us but in us.  So we have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, Jesus and his Father have made their abodes within us and we are on the victory side of Jesus’ great work.  So whether I like to admit it or not, there are some very good reasons why we should be able to do the works of Jesus and even beyond.

But the most important reason that we should be expecting to do the works that Jesus did and even greater is because he said so.  That alone should be sufficient for us.  It is not that easy to wrap our heads around this concept but then we are not supposed to be walking according to our minds and our understanding anyway.  We are supposed to walk according to faith in Jesus, the Christ. 

What we must do then, is to accept Jesus’ directive with our spirits and then set our minds to following his instructions.  After that, go heal the sick, cast out demons and preach the gospel.
1346. Thursday, June 7, 2012

Acts 5: 12  

(Amplified)

Now by the hands of the apostles (special messengers) numerous and startling signs and wonders were being performed among the people.

Signs and wonders followed New Testament believers; numerous signs and wonders; startling signs and wonders.  If we believe, they can follow us too.  The problem with the church today is that it is powerless.  Gentiles do not see any reason to become Christians because all we are offering them is a feeble existence.  They see a bunch of broke, sick and sad people.  They are not seeing the victory that is in Christ Jesus.  This is not the testimony of Christ.  

Believe me, when we start again walking in the power and victory of God as did Paul and Peter and the other first generation believers, people will flock to the message just like they did in those days.  When people are getting healed just because you prayed for them in the name of Jesus, they will listen to what you have to say.  But as it is many “so-called” Christians don’t even believe the Bible.  How can we expect the unsaved to hearken to the Word if we don’t even believe it?  We have the power residing inside of us to set people free.  We need to begin exercising that power.

Signs and wonders could be following all of us; should be following us.  I know it is not what you are accustomed to and it may be a little uncomfortable at first but I am sure that we are not the first ones to have to face that discomfort.  And won’t it be worth it when you see Jesus heal someone right before your eyes.  You’ve got to dare to believe that Jesus is telling you the truth.  Then dare to act on it.  You are God’s chosen in the earth.  If you won’t walk according to His word and be His light in a dark world, then who will?  If you don’t lay your hands on the sick, who will?  Signs and wonders are supposed to follow all believers and you are a believer.  If you haven’t before, start taking God at His word and let Him move through your hands.  Let Him work His miracles through you.  He will do the healing and miracles but He needs someone’s hands.  Are they yours?

1347. Friday, June 8, 2012

Acts 3: 12 – 13, 16 

But when Peter saw this, he replied to the people, “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this, or why do you gaze at us, as if by our own power or piety we had made him walk?  13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus … 16 and on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all.

Peter and John were walking by the Gate called beautiful when a crippled man began to beg alms of them.  Peter reached out to him and gave him something far better than a few coins.  He lifted the man up so that he was healed and restored.  No longer would the man have need to beg.  

Peter did nothing that you and I cannot do.  He explained himself that it was not he that healed the man but rather it was the power of God did the healing.  Peter specifically denies that he and John had the power to heal and also said that it was not because of their piety or righteousness that the man was healed.  The crippled man’s healing was not in anything that the great apostles had or did.  It was the God of Abraham.  God is the healer.  

That means that the apostles do not have anything that we do not have.  This man was not healed because the great apostles of old reached out their hand to him.  Peter specifically and emphatically rebuffs that argument.  Peter tells us that it is faith in the name of Jesus that moves mountains.  God glorifies his son by performing miracles at the mention of that name.  It has nothing to do with you and me.

It is a false humility by which we deny our right to lay hands on the sick and see them recover.  I say a false humility because to make such a statement reveals that your eyes are on yourself instead of on Jesus.  The claim one is making is that they are not good enough, pious enough, faithful enough to see the power of God working through them.  But that is to look at yourself instead of God.  When you take your eyes off of yourself and place them fixedly on El Shaddai, God the Almighty, then you take no record of your strengths or inadequacies.  They do not matter.

Some people claim that healing passed away with the apostles.  That argument is unreasoned at best.  This passage alone informs us that it was never about the messenger or the vessel.  It is about the new oil that has been poured out upon us all.  Jesus is still alive and well and he can heal people through you or me or any other believer.  He lives inside of you now and healing is an expression of who he is.  As we continue to grow and mature we die to self and live to Christ.  The expression of Christ inside of us grows inside of us.  But a new born baby in Christ can have this revelation and begin to see great miracles because it was never about us.  It is about Jesus and his father.  

Healings are still occurring all over the world for those who believe.  We have let these benefits of believing slip from us but these are the signs that are supposed to follow believers.  So I guess the real question is, “Are we believers?”  We can have all that Jesus promised us, all that Peter, James and John had.  All we need do is to pray for the sick and let God and Jesus do what they do.

1348. Monday, June 11, 2012

1 Peter 5: 5

You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.

Who among us does not want God’s gift of grace?  Today’s verse shows us a certain way to live in the grace of God.  Humility.  Humility is not the most popular word these days and you can appreciate why many pastors do not want to preach on this passage specifically.  It is too incriminating towards their congregations and even if it is true or especially if it is true their congregations don’t want to hear it.  The last thing those who are proud and who refuse to humble themselves before authority want to hear is that they need to subject themselves to God’s appointed ones.  

I have noticed that this is a problem in society generally.  There has been a tearing down of authority structures.  Even the military is blurring the lines between the officer corps and the enlisted ranks.  Now this same attitude has infiltrated the church.  People just do not want to be in submission to their pastors.  Laity wants to be on the same level as those anointed and appointed by God to be in leadership positions.  We do ourselves a great disservice with this attitude.  

First of all, when God has chosen someone for leadership, He then anoints them for that position.  They report directly to Him for the calling on their lives.  He holds them to a high standard, higher than that of others but He also zealously guards them.  He said in 1Chronicles 16: 22, “Do not touch My anointed ones, And do My prophets no harm.”  That should be clear enough.  But there is another very important reason we should esteem those whom God has appointed.

God has placed a burden on that pastor for you.  He or she has responsibility to God for you.  Not only that, but in addition, your pastor’s anointing covers you.  You come under the anointing that God has given him or her for ministry.  The grace God has given your pastor is a covering over you.  It is a shield and a protection for you.  But if you tear down your pastor or even just don’t lift her or him up in high esteem you punch holes in that covering that was meant to protect you.  That is foolishness of course and you wouldn’t do it knowing the results.

Humility is an important characteristic in the kingdom of God because God despises the proud but gives grace to the humble.  Subject yourself to your elders in the church and in your life.  Submit yourself to those God has appointed as ministers and live in the gift of God’s grace.

Lastly, being anointed by God does not make one perfect.  It is the job of the body of Christ to hold up their leaders in prayer.  You should daily pray for your pastor and other leaders.  And that does not mean to pray about them.  In other words, it is not your job to go to God’s throne room and complain about and disparage the people He has chosen.  When pastors fail, it is a good indication that we, the body of Christ, are not praying for them as we should.  So don’t talk about your pastor because you are only incriminating yourself.   Learn to humble yourself.

1349. Tuesday, June 12, 2012

Isaiah 30: 21

Your ears will hear a word behind you, “This is the way, walk in it,” whenever you turn to the right or to the left.

When you can hear the voice of the Lord you really have need of little else.  You know how to make right decisions, don’t have to worry about the path of your life, and all manner of other problems and obstacles just evaporate.  I have learned that this skill is developed and I wish to give you a little secret I learned recently which is helping me to discern the voice of the Lord.

In the last couple of weeks I have had a number of failures in this area but failures are helpful too.  They are like radar signals that point you back in the direction of that which you are targeting.  The reason I say that is because each of the times I missed God’s leading I realized later that it was His voice speaking and that helped me (after a good head slap) to recognize His voice.  

In these cases it was easy to tell that it was Him because of the outcome.  For example, I was getting ready to drive to the bank and I had the thought to run by the mailbox first to see if any additional checks had been delivered.  Well, I ignored that suggestion and went on to the bank and made my deposit.  Of course when I arrived home and checked the mail there was another check which I could have deposited at the same time as the others.  No biggy, but it could have saved me a trip and some time.  The other times were similar in that they were not life and death matters but would have saved me time and trouble.  In each instance I was aware later that I had “thought” something and ignored it.  Had I paid attention, in each case things would have worked out better.  So when you hear God (and in my case, listen to Him) your life is just smoother and you save a ton of time.  He greases the skids, if you will.

In each of the cases when I missed Him recently, I immediately saw the result and remembered that I had “thought” to do that task differently.  And that is such a clear indication of how God communicates with us.  He will rarely shout.  For me it is often like a whisper.  It is the whisper of an idea that floats through my mind.  Too often I just brush by those things without even paying attention to the sentence that just went through my mind.  If I would pay attention to those things, first of all and secondly heed them, my life would be so much easier.  It would just run more smoothly.

God wants to practice with us on these little things everyday so that when the important things come up we will already know how to hear and recognize His voice.  Some people think that God does not care about the little things of life.  They couldn’t be more wrong.  Not only does He care about them but they are also invaluable as training material; invaluable because it is wise to practice with those things that do not have life altering consequences.  If you miss Him it is no big deal but you will have learned something.

Start listening to the thoughts, suggestions and random sentences that float through your mind.  They just might be God speaking to you.

1350. Wednesday, June 13, 2012

Psalm 33: 18 - 22
Behold the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, on those who hope for His lovingkindness, to deliver their soul from death and to keep them alive in famine.  Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield.  For our heart rejoices in Him, because we trust in His holy name.  Let Thy lovingkindness, O Lord, be upon us, according as we have hoped in Thee.

The eyes of the Lord are upon you at all times; He is with you every single minute of your life.  He longingly cares for you and looks after you in all your ways.  And the trust that you invest in Him yields rejoicing.  Why?  It is because putting your trust in Him always brings about good things in your life.  The more you trust Him the more the blessing multiplies in your life because He is able, then, to lead you in good paths. 

You are not subject the ill effects of famine, or in our case, economic down turns.  His lovingkindness feeds you in the times that the world suffers lack and shortage.  You are never out of His sight or out of His mind.  He is always attentive to your every need and knows them even before you do.  And the more you have your hope in Him, the greater is His lovingkindness is toward you.  You effectively open the doors to His outpouring when you trust and hope in Him.  You give Him permission to fill your life with His goodness.

He is your help and your shield.  He protects and defends you against every foe and He helps you in everything you do.  He is your constant helper and aide.  Could we really need or ask for more.  He is with you even until the age; always and constantly in your presence.  He will see your through every challenge and carry you in His arms to the new age to come.

Vacation
1351. Tuesday, June 26, 2012

Psalm 105: 37

Then He brought them out with silver and gold; and among His tribes there was not one who stumbled.

The psalmist here is describing the Israelites’ departure from Egypt.  Do you remember that though they were slaves God caused them to have favor such that the Egyptians gave them their silver and gold?  So not only did the Egyptians lose their slaves but the slaves went out with the Egyptians’ treasures.  God provided for His peoples’ every need.  And God provisions you also.

In this verse I see that God met the Israelites physical and financial needs.  Though the nation of Israel would have been composed of both young and old, none of them stumbled.  They were all fit for the journey.  That is worthy of meditation.  God sustained the Israelites in every way and met all of their needs.  When you read the story in its entirety you find that their shoes did not wear out, that He fed them with manna from heaven and that they even had water in the desert.  They literally got water from a rock.

Now, what is it that you need today?  You are not walking around in a literal desert where there is no food or water but you still have needs.  God is big enough to provide for you in every way.  He intends for you to receive the silver and gold and good health.  He has already made provision for them.  He has food and drink for you as well.  He is not a God of scarcity but rather the God of plenty.  He is the God of more than enough.

1352. Wednesday, June 27, 2012

Mark 6: 50

Amplified

For they all saw Him and were agitated (troubled and filled with fear and dread).  But immediately He talked with them and said, Take heart! I Am! Stop being alarmed and afraid.

The background story to this is that Jesus had just fed the five thousand (actually 15,000 estimated when counting women and children) with the five loaves and two fish.  After supper the disciples departed by boat to Bethsaida while Jesus went to the mountain to pray.  Sometime in the early morning hours between 3:00 and 6:00 Jesus came to them walking on the water.  The text says that they were straining at the oars because the wind was against them.  But were they glad to see Jesus?  No, their first reaction was fear.  They didn’t suppose that it was the Lord coming to their aid.  They imagined that it was a ghost coming to them.  What great men of faith.

I often observe my reactions to situations and the reactions of others and as to my own reactions I don’t always like what I see.  When you also consider the reactions of people in the Bible you come to an interesting conclusion.  That conclusion is that most of us walk in more fear than faith.  Time after time you can see examples in the Bible of how people visited by angels were afraid.  Consistently the first thing that the angels had to deal with was peoples’ fears.  In this passage you see that the first thing that Jesus encountered was fear.  In passage after passage you will find angels starting out telling people not to be afraid before they could deliver the message that God had sent them with.   

In this passage Jesus had just performed a great miracle.  You might expect his disciples to be flying high in their faith.   Why was their reaction fear?  Verse 51 answers that question for us.  It says that the disciples had failed to learn or “gain insight” from the miracle of the loaves.  

When Jesus got into the boat the wind immediately ceased and the seas calmed.  Why?  He told his disciples why.  He said, “I AM.”  “I am” is the name of God, Yahweh.  That was all Jesus’ disciples needed to know.  Because he “is” all storms are calmed, all needs met.  All they needed was a revelation of who Jesus is.  One would have thought that the miracle of the loaves would have been sufficient revelation for them.  But then again, here we are two thousand years later and the revelation still hasn’t sunk in.

Jesus is all that we need.  He is the great “I AM.”  In just his being, his existence is all of the sustenance we need for all time.  The fact that “he is” is enough to calm the seas, heal the sick, feed and clothe the poor and meet all of your needs too.  He is sufficiency.

Jesus is saying the same thing to us today that he said to his disciples, “stop being alarmed and afraid; take heart for I AM.”  Because he is, we have no need to fear.  But fear is guileful.  It will not go away on its own.  The only way to make it flee is to feed our faith, to gain insight from Jesus’ works and words.  When we receive a genuine revelation of “He IS” then there is nothing which will cause us to fear.  Beyond that we will fully expect that the figure approaching us on the sea is none other than Jesus himself.  Allow your faith to be lifted by the revealing knowledge that Jesus is the great I AM and that his mere existence is the source for every need.  Because he is, we can be secure and without lack, we can be whole in every aspect of life.  Jesus is!  He lives!  And He is Lord.

1353. Thursday, June 28, 2012

John 14: 21

Amplified

The person who has My commands and keeps them is the one who [really] loves Me; and whoever [really] loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I [too] will love him and will show (reveal, manifest) Myself to him. [I will let Myself be clearly seen by him and make Myself real to him.]

What does it mean to be a Christian?  Is it a mere matter of believing that Jesus is the son of God?  Does it require more?  If so, more of what?  Belief of more things like that he was born of a virgin and resurrected from the dead?  What of behaviors?  Should Christians be marked by the things they do?  Are Christians required to perform certain tasks or behave in prescribed ways?  Well, these questions can keep well versed theologians busy for days, years and eons.  I, therefore, propose a simpler approach, one based less in theology but hopefully well-grounded in simple logic and in the Bible.  I suggest that we look to our own intuitive knowledge and the words of Jesus.

I was listening to Joseph Prince recently when he used a term which seemed to assert that all Christians are not the same.  He referred in his teaching to “nominal Christians.”  Without thinking over much I think we can all imagine a category of people that might fit this expression.  It is not dissimilar to one of my own expressions.  I talk at times of “cultural Christians.”  Now, I do not think that this term has to be seen derogatorily.  As a matter of fact, I think that most of us have qualified as a cultural Christian at one time or another of our lives.  I know that I have.  Thanks to my grandmothers I have always believed that Jesus is the Christ, the one and only begotten son of God, that he came to earth by being born of a virgin, that he was crucified, died, buried but rose again to bring salvation to as many as would receive.  Having said that, there were substantial periods of my life that, while believing all of that, I did not really serve him.  My life was not significantly or at times even marginally different from any non-believer.  If you asked people who knew me then if I was a Christian they would have probably told you that they didn’t know.  There certainly was nothing that marked me as a believer much less a person of faith.  Something seems a bit wrong about that.  

I think at times of people who dutifully go to church each Sunday, who believe like I did, but whose lives don’t really demonstrate the life Jesus came to give them much less the life that he forfeited for them.  Some of these people I would argue truly love God, at least to the length and breadth of their abilities.  What is the problem then?  Is it just that we are not enjoying the revelation of Christ that he himself spoke of in the verse above?  Is it that we have not allowed the love of God to penetrate our hearts?  I have even seen clergy who do not seem filled with Christ, who rather just seem like everyone else but with a collar.  Faith seems lost and devotion all but non-existent.  And then I have seen and know devout people who are religiously consistent but have no fruit of Jesus.  They are religiously pious but are lacking the true life of Jesus.

What shall we say then?  I think we all expect Christians to bear some kind of mark of their Christianity.  We truly do seem to expect our Christianity to be more than another aspect of our cultural lives.  In other words, we hope that people go to church and serve God for reasons more profound than that it is just our culture.  Our parents took us to church every Sunday or on Easter and so we continue in this pattern because that is how we were raised.  But Jesus’ life and certainly his death ought to mean more than that, shouldn’t it?  Shouldn’t his life impact our lives more greatly than just causing us to sit on a pew for an hour on Sunday?  What would it mean if we were not only devout in our religion but rather were devoted to Christ himself, the person Jesus?  What would it look like?  Is there something about our lives that would look different?

Well, as you have undoubtedly noted already, this Word of the Day is not full of answers.  Instead it poses questions that we each must wrestle with for ourselves.  Are we mere cultural Christians or is there something about our lives that sets us apart as followers of Christ?  I submit that the life of Christ in us ought to be the loudest, most obvious and most dynamic part of our lives, that we should be Christians above all else and that no one should have to guess or speculate as to our Christian conviction.  I believe that the life Christ gave us should change us and that our devotion to him should be apparent.  There ought to be something to this Christianity and that something ought to change the world.

1354. Friday, June 29, 2012

Malachi 3: 10 – 11

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this, says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.  Then I will rebuke the devourer for you so that it may not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes,” says the Lord of hosts.

Tithing.  Of all the subjects one might teach on this is perhaps the one that people least want to hear.  That is a curious thing to me because there are few people who don’t pray about their finances.  And that is as it ought to be.  You should talk with God about your finances.  You are crazy if you don’t because He knows all about financial matters and has great wisdom to share with you.  But having said that let me also say that you don’t need to pray your lungs out over the fundamentals of financial security.  The beginning of wisdom is to tithe.  It is the beginning point.  Until you master tithing there is nothing more to teach.  You’ve got to take the first step first and then God can teach you the other fiscal lessons.

So, what is the tithe?  It is giving to God, not charities, but to His house the first ten percent of your income.  That, then, necessarily means your gross income rather than net income.  There you go.  That is tithing.  It’s not so complicated, is it?

Yet while tithing is not complicated or difficult, few Christians actually tithe.  I just heard a preacher say that the latest data indicates that as few as 20% of Christians tithe.  Are you kidding me?  So what part of us is Christian?  Apparently it is not our money.  We pray for God to give us a raise or a better job; we ask Him to help us with our job contracts and sales but when He blesses us we don’t even give Him 10% to support His house and His work?  Again I ask, where is our Christianity?  Do we perceive Christianity as a bless me club?  “Oh God, help me, bless me and I promise God, I will do nothing for you in return.”  What a deal God got when He got us.

What is so curious about this to me is that in these two passages there are two enormous promises and only one obligation.  God wants to pour out His blessing to you and to rebuke Satan’s devouring ways.  He is trying to help you.  He even challenges you to test Him in this promise.  This is the only place in the Bible that I know of where God actually challenges us to hold His feet to the fire.  But God is constrained by the laws that He put into operation when He created this world.  He is bound by covenant.  That is why He is so adamant about the covenants between Him and humanity.  The covenant says that whatever you do for me I am bound to do also for you and because God is the superior party of the covenant, there is a burden of increase on Him.  He has to care for us, our defense, our fields just like a feudal lord.  We, though, have to participate and subscribe to this service by paying our fealty to our Lord.  If we do not, then we are out there on our own with no protector or helper.

Tithing is the smartest thing you will ever do for yourself.  You are a nut if you don’t get in on this deal with God.  I just don’t know how to say it any more plainly.  I don’t want to insult you or hurt your feelings but this is just the very base of where you need to be.  It is good for you in so many aspects.  I cannot take any more time to tell you what a great blessing tithing brings other than this one little thing.  You will find that when you are a tither, that your possessions don’t wear out as quickly.  This is because the Lord rebukes the devourer for you.  This one aspect alone saves lots of money because you don’t have to spend the money that everyone else is spending on replacing items.  You may even find that your gasoline goes a bit farther and light bulbs don’t wear out.

Look, you may think you cannot part with ten percent of your income.  I understand that but let me tell you this honestly.  You really cannot afford not to.  In that one aspect alone which I just shared with you in the paragraph above God can save you more than ten percent.  That is just one little way your income will be blessed.

Start where you need to but set your goal to give God ten percent of your gross income and get there just as fast as you can.  It is going to be such a big blessing to you which was God’s intention all along.  Look, accept this one statement; everything God tells you to do is for your best interest.  If you understand that you will be the most obedient child He has ever had.  So, quick, get into obedience.  Don’t be an errant child any longer.  Run to the church, run to the mailbox.  Get that 10% into God’s hands just as fast as you can.  I promise you, you are going to be glad that you did.  He is going to pour out a blessing on you and rebuke the devourer for your sake.

1355. Monday, July 2, 2012

Joshua 3: 15 – 16

And when those who carried the ark came into the Jordan, and the feet of the priests carrying the ark were dipped in the edge of the water … the waters which were flowing down from above stood and rose up in one heap.

Moses led the people out of Egypt and through the Red Sea on dry land.  In today’s passage his protégé, Joshua, begins his ministry.  Right out of the chutes Joshua is required to cross a body of water, in this case the Jordon River.  God told Joshua that just as He was with Moses He would also be with Joshua and all people would see that there was a living God with him.    So begins Joshua’s journey.

God directed Joshua to have the priests carry the ark and promised him that as long as they stood in the river the waters would be held back so that the people could cross on dry land.  The thing that intrigues me so about this passage is the way in which God worked His wonder.  He always works through people.  We don’t witness God parting the water on His own in the case of either the Red Sea or the Jordan River.  He required his servant to do something and then He blessed the work of their hand.  

I have noticed this same effect in my work.  Sometimes I have to start writing before God reveals himself.  I can look at my subject and think that I have absolutely nothing to write about it.  But I have learned to pray and then just begin.  I find that as I metaphorically “stick my toe in the water” God steps in to create the answer to whatever the need may be.  Whether it is holding back the water or writing pages of text, God is more than able.  But, He does not do it on His own.  He will work through you.  Sometimes the secret is to just start.  Then God will perform the work.

God has a purpose and a plan for you.  He is not leaving you on your own to fulfill that plan though.  He is more than willing to provide the power to propel you into your future.  He does require your participation though.  If you have an overwhelming task before you today, don’t worry.  Say a prayer.   Ask God to write your article, give you insight into a problem, or whatever your need may be.  Then do something.  Start to write.  Pick up the telephone.  Stick your toe in the water.  That is all you need do and then He will do the rest.  Believe me.  He does it for me all of the time but I have to begin.  I have to type the first word and then He provides all of the substance.  He will do the same thing for you too.

1356. Tuesday, July 3, 2012

Ephesians 2: 10  

Living Bible
“It is God himself who has made us what we are and has given us new lives from Christ Jesus; and long ages ago he planned that we should spend these lives in helping others.”

Do you want to know the meaning of life, the purpose of our lives?  It is really so easy.  Read above.  Each of us has the same purpose on this planet, that we should help each other.  Your purpose is not to make money and build a bigger house.  It is not to build a successful business.  Your purpose is to help people.  Now, how each of you goes about that can vary greatly.  Perhaps God has called you to a particular business and gifted you in that area so that you can be a benefit to others.  Maybe you are a physician or a lawyer.  Your purpose isn’t in winning cases or diagnosing illness.  It must always be central to your thinking that your purpose today is to find ways to help people.  And you need to pray daily for direction so that you can fulfill your purpose on a daily basis.  The things that God has you do today may differ from the plan for tomorrow or yesterday.  

Perhaps your business is not a service business.  God still wants your business to succeed.  Your success, though, is not for you alone.  God has blessed you so that you can bless others.   If you are not being a blessing, then you are not fulfilling your destiny, your purpose for being on this planet.  Each of us must find a way to serve others.  That is where we will find our fulfillment.

We are to spend our lives in helping others.  It really doesn’t matter how you do it as long as you are following God’s directives.  First, prayerfully seek God’s plan for your life.  Your calling may be as a parent, a CEO, a minister, etcetera.  Whatever it is, God has a plan for using that calling to serve and bless other people.  Every day of your life is part of your destiny.  It isn’t only tomorrow.  It begins today.  Ask yourself how you are fulfilling God’s call on your life.  Are you spending your life in helping others?  Remind yourself daily of your purpose in life and fulfill your destiny.

1357. Wednesday, July 4, 2012

Acts 11:26

And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

I don’t think Christians really know who they are or who they are meant to be.  The name Christian comes, obviously, from Christ.  So that means that there is something about this Christ which informs and directs our lives.  We have become followers of the Christ, followers of the “the way.”  What does that mean really?

The word Christ is Greek for the Hebrew word Messiah or (Mashiah).  According to the Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms (McKim, Donald K. ed., 1996, Westminster John Knox Press) both the Hebrew word Messiah and the Greek word Christ mean “anointed one.”  The Messiah was anticipated by Israel as the coming deliverer.  It was by his anointing from God that he would deliver God’s people.  So, quite literally, every time you see either Christ or Messiah in the scriptures you can replace them with “the anointed one”.  As Christians we have become followers of the anointed one.

Now if we take the word Christian and replace the word Christ within it with “anointed one” we become “anointed one ians”.  That is a bit cumbersome I know but I wanted you to see the literal construction of our name.  By this we see that we are “little ones” of the way or diminutives of the anointed one.  All of this is to say that through Jesus and our salvation in Him we have become little anointed ones.  That may have been a long way to go to make a point but the point, I think, is well worth making.  Once you become a Christian you accept the mantle of Christ the way that Elisha accepted the mantle of Elijah (2 Kings 2:13).  The anointing of the former is passed onto the follower.  That is exactly why Jesus said that we would do the things that he did and even greater (John 14: 12).  He understood that the anointing that he operated under was going to pass to us.  And the anointing of God is the power of God.  It is the anointing which creates miracles.  It is the anointing which heals.  

Every single Christian has become Jesus’ successor.  Each of us has been given the assignment and the authority to carry out his work in the earth.  But fear not.  We do not operate in our strength.  Even Jesus said that he could do nothing on his own (John 5: 30) so he is not expecting you to do anything in your own power.  He is expecting God’s anointing to work through you as it did through him.  It is the same anointing with the same power and the same effect.

That is what it means to be a Christian.  This may be an immense idea and mind expanding but it is our purpose.  You and I are to walk in the earth as did Jesus.  We are to follow in his footsteps and take up the family business.  We’ve got to wrap our minds around this concept.  When we do, we will be able to be vessels of his power and anointing as he intended.  Then all the world will see that the God of Israel is alive and well; that He has manifested Himself through the person of Jesus whom we know as the Christ and that the followers of the Christ manifest the anointing that is their inheritance through the blood of the Messiah.  You, yes you, are God’s chosen; called to this time and this age.  You are the vessel of His creation, meant to carry his anointing to a hurt and broken world.  It is through you; through me and each one of us little ones that God’s anointing will fulfill its commission (see Isaiah 61).  We may appear individually insignificant but we are not.  We are the anointed of God through Jesus, the Christ, the Messiah.  We are the bottles which carry the anointing oil.  Don’t be overwhelmed.  Don’t be afraid.  Just be a bottle.  Carry God’s anointing to the hurting and let Him free them.

1358. Monday, July 9, 2012

2 Timothy 2: 15

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.

The King James Version says “study to show yourself approved.”  This is obviously a key verse for pastors.  Paul directs every minister of the gospel to study so that they can accurately handle the word of truth.  But I think it really applies to each one of us.

We are all Christ’s disciples and we all need to know how to accurately handle the word.  We need personal study of the word because we must each preach to ourselves from time to time if not daily.  Also God moves through His word and communicates through His word.  If we are to know God and to move with Him, then we must know his word.

There is a caveat to this teaching though.  While we study the word with our minds, it is with our hearts that we come to know God.  The pursuit of God is not an intellectual quest.  It is actually one of the spirit.  Jesus said in John 4: 24 that we must worship God in spirit and in truth.  When we talk about our hearts we are really referring to our spirits.  Your spirit is your “heart of hearts.”  Is that deep place within you that is beyond your thoughts and even beyond your feelings.  It is the personal and most intimate part of your being.  And it is there that Jesus dwells and that you come to know the Father.  As we study the word, we are effectively studying Jesus himself because he is the word (See John 1).  But it is not enough to read the word or even become a great biblical scholar.  That is not to know Jesus but rather to know about him.   It is when the word gets down in your heart and abides in you and with you that you become one with him.  The word becomes part of you and could no more be separated from you than could your spirit.  

It is absolutely imperative that we each study the word.  That is why I send you a Word of the Day.  It is the Word of God which will set you free and set your feet high above all principalities and powers.  But you must take that word and integrate it so that it is part of your being.  It should become as much a part of you as your next breath and just that vital too.   Then life, liberty and truth will live and flourish within you.  Study the Word but seek God with all your heart.  

1359. Tuesday, July 10, 2012

Luke 5: 12 – 13

And it came about that while He was in one of the cities, behold, there was a man full of leprosy, and when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”  And He stretched out His hand, and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.”  And immediately the leprosy left him.

Many of us are like this leper.  We know that Jesus can heal us but we are not certain that he will.  The man in this story seems to have a little faith though.  Otherwise he would not have approached Jesus, especially in that he was a leper.  People with leprosy were not even allowed to enter into public.  They were sent away to live by themselves in separate encampments.  So what was this man doing that he would encounter Jesus?  Had he heard about Jesus and made a way to come upon him?

Do you notice also that Jesus touched the man?  The last thing anyone would want to do is touch a leper.  But what was on Jesus was stronger than what was on that man.  Jesus touched him while he was still unclean but at Jesus’ touch he became clean.  What a message!  At Jesus’ touch, we have all been made clean.

All it takes is one touch from Jesus.  If you need to be made clean, then it is in that one touch.  If you need to be healed, one touch will do you.  One touch from Jesus can change your life forever.  You become a new person.

Jesus has now shown us in his response to the leper in this story his will regarding healing.  It is his will to heal you.  What he did for the leper he will do for any of you.  But you must believe that it is Jesus will for you.  You must allow that truth to sink down into your heart.  

We know that Jesus can heal us.  God knows he has proven that over and over again.  Now you know that it is also his will for you.

1360. Wednesday, July 11, 2012

Romans 8: 26 – 27

Amplified
So too the [Holy] Spirit comes to our aid and bears us up in our weakness; for we do not know what prayer to offer nor how to offer it worthily as we ought, but the Spirit Himself goes to meet our supplication and pleads in our behalf with unspeakable yearnings and groanings too deep for utterance.

And He Who searches the hearts of men knows what is in the mind of the [Holy] Spirit [what His intent is], because the Spirit intercedes and pleads [before God] in behalf of the saints according to and in harmony with God’s will.

Jesus told us that we must worship God in spirit and truth (John 4: 24) but did you know that the Spirit prays for you?  The coming of the Holy Spirit is one of the keenness differences about the post-Jesus dispensation.  When Jesus left he said that it was to our benefit because he was going to send us a helper.  And indeed he did.  In the first chapter of Acts we find Jesus telling his disciples to wait in Jerusalem until the coming of the baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 1: 4 – 5).

Jesus is with you even until the end of the age but he has also sent a helper to be with you.  This helper, the very Spirit of God, knows God’s mind and knows God’s will for you.  So when he prays for you, he is always praying God’s will.  Now that is some good news!  Can you imagine hiring an advocate?  What could be better than having an advocate who knows God’s best plans for you and who is willing to pray that will for you.  He knows what is in your heart and he knows what is in God’s mind and he prays the amalgamation of them.

I believe this is someone you should get to know.  You can pray to him as well because he is part of the trinity; he is God.  Just begin to tell him that you want to know him and invite him to be with you at all times.  I think of the Holy Spirit sometimes as my breath.  He is my very breath and I want him that close at all times.  Every time you inhale, imagine yourself breathing in more of the Holy Spirit.  Every exhale, release more of your carnal self.  This is a very freeing and contemplative exercise.  I think you will find comfort and solace in knowing that the Spirit of God is that close to you.

Re-read today’s verse because it is very rich and then spend some time meditating on it and this third person of the trinity.  It is time we come to know him.

1361. Thursday, July 12, 2012

2 Corinthians 13: 14

Amplified

The grace (favor and spiritual blessing) of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the presence and fellowship (the communion and sharing together, and participation) in the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen (so be it).
This is the prayer you want prayed for you I think.  And so shall it be for I pray this for each and every one of you this day.  This is the whole enchilada as they say.  There are the three components of the trinity and their blessings with them.  If you ever wanted a summary of the trinity, there you have it.

We talk sometimes of Jesus ushering in the ministry of grace.  Now you get to see for yourself what grace means.  You are actually living in and under the favor and spiritual blessing of the Lord.  That is what I call blessing.  But wait … there is more.  

The blessing of the trinity was the desire and inspiration of God.  It was he who, through grace, gave you the blessing of Jesus.  God’s unfailing, boundless love for you compelled Him to send his only child to earth to be the sin sacrifice for you so that you can spend eternity with Him.

As if that were not enough, after God offered up Jesus for us as the propitiation for our sin, He then sent His own Spirit to be with us.  Even though Jesus had to return to heaven, God would not by any means leave us alone.  So, He sent His Spirit to be with us always and to help us in everything we do.  You can rely on him every day, then, to help you with every task or challenge and also just to be with you so that you are never alone.  He is your constant help and persistent friend.

Jesus is the favor and spiritual blessing of God which was poured out for you.  God is love.  He is composed of love, motivated by love and inspired by love.  He is infinite, immeasurable love for you.   And the Holy Spirit, he is your constant companion and helper.  He is the presence of God with you every second of every day.  So there you have it!  Is there anything else that we need?  What more could we want?  The three parts of God are given to you as a love offering.  
1362. Friday, July 13, 2012

Matthew 15:22

And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed.”

I have a homework assignment for you this weekend.  Go through the gospels or get on a Bible search engine and search for passages that have to do with demons.  You will be amazed at the number of passages that you find.  It is an amazing thing to us but it seems that the people of Jesus’ time were well aware of demons and of the role they play in the world.  Why do we know so little about demons?  There are people, even Christians, who don’t even know they exist or refuse to believe they exist even in light of the gospel.  

It seems to me that we are ignorant because, 1) we quit reading the Bible for ourselves and left it to our pastors to teach us everything, and 2) our pastors haven’t been teaching us about demons.  We do get to hear about angels occasionally but demons, almost never.  Well, they are real, they are nothing to fear and you have dominion and authority over them.

Satan and his pals have done a great job of disinformation.  They slipped around in the background and stolen so much information from us.  That lack of knowledge has made us weak and the devil has been able to take advantage of our weakness.  Bit by little bit he has stolen the truth from us.  There are plenty of Christians who do not know about or don’t believe in angels or demons, Christ’s ability to heal today, the baptism in the Holy Spirit, praying in tongues, etc.  The list goes on.  Well, John the Baptist had to be a voice of one crying out in the desert.  Perhaps we need more voices.

We must get ourselves into the habit of reading the Bible for ourselves, daily.  Then we need to learn not to brush over passages that are uncomfortable or that we do not understand.  We have to stop blowing by the verses that talk about things unfamiliar to us.  There is knowledge to be had and we need to take advantage of it.

One of the gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12) is the distinguishing or the discerning of spirits.  You were given this gift so that you could differentiate between spirits, not so that you would be ignorant of them.  If and when you encounter a foul spirit then you can pray, you can cast it out or whatever needs to be done.  You must first recognize they exist though and then be able to discern them.  But this isn’t a class on dealing with demons.  It is merely a wake-up call.  We were not called to be ostriches.  We are supposed to be the mighty church.  The first thing we must conquer is ignorance.  And, frankly, that is the hard part.

1363. Monday, July 16, 2012

Psalm 119: 130 

King James
The entrance of Your words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.

I came upon this verse today and it really blessed me.  All of us want and need God to shine light into our lives.  Light helps us to see, keeps us from stumbling and illuminates that path.  When we can see the path clearly, then we don’t take wrong turns nor stub our toes on roots and rocks.  I can just picture a hiker trying to make their way through a forest without light.  It is not so easy.  How much better is it if God will just shine a light on the path for us?

We really hate the dark anyway.  We buy night lights so that we are never completely in the dark and so that we can find our way in the dark.  Our new cell phones have flashlight apps on them.  We just cannot function well in the dark.  God knew that and gave us lots of light.  His son is called the light.  Father also gave us the sun.  But the greatest source of light ever, even greater than the sun, is His word.  When His word enters in, there is light.  

The ERV version of the Bible states todays verse this way, “As people understand your word, it brings light to their lives.  Your word makes even simple people wise.”  Don’t you like that?  Even those of us who are less profoundly wise than others find wisdom and understanding because of the Word.  We can be as wise as the wisest person on the planet because of the illuminative qualities of the Word.  The light shines on us and in that light we are brilliant.  We make right choices because we can see the way when others cannot.  

The Word is a powerful tool.  It will comfort you in the darkness.  It brings warmth and revelation in the cold of night.  And, it shows us the way.  It gives us wisdom and understanding.  Brother, this is the multi-purpose tool of all multi-purpose tools.  Open it and let the light out.

1364. Tuesday, July 17, 2012

Psalm 112: 6 – 7


New Living Translation

Such people will not be overcome by evil. Those who are righteous will be long remembered.  They do not fear bad news; they confidently trust the Lord to care for them.

The “such people” that are being referred to here are the righteous.  That is you.  First you must erase from your mind the idea that you are righteous in your own strength and works or that you are required to be.  Those who are of Jesus have entered into his rest, God having made us righteous in him.  So, you qualify for this verse if you are a believer and a subject of Christ, the Lord.

Then the first promise of these verses is that you will not be overcome by evil.  It may look like you are, it may feel like you are but when you are faced with that kind of evidence you must hold this verse close to your heart and declare that you are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus and that no evil shall overcome you.  Your Lord is bigger than any evil onslaught.

The second sentence says that the righteous will be long remembered.  Another translation says that they (the righteous) will be long remembered for the kind things they do.  Let that sink in for a moment.  It is for your acts of kindness that you will be remembered not for your great feats.  There is also an assumption that kindness flows from righteous people.  And why shouldn’t it?  Since God gave us righteousness, nay, made us His righteousness free of charge, then wouldn’t it follow that kindness is a natural result of His kindness towards us.  If we understand and appreciate what God has done for us, shouldn’t kindness be a natural product of that grace.  And yet you know purported Christians who are not kind, nor generous.  They are still caught up in self.  They have not been redeemed from self yet.  Although God has given them all grace, they have not received the revelation of His mercy.  They have not realized what nothingness they are without Him.  When you receive the revelation of whom you are in Christ and who you are without him then gratitude floods your heart and kindness flows out from you as a natural outcome of his goodness towards you.

For these people, those who have received the grace of God’s goodness into their hearts, they need not fear bad news for God is their justifier and their strong right arm.  They can confidently lean on him.  He will care for them.  They have become His own righteousness, a part of Him.

Whatever the devil is throwing at you today, don’t give in to him.  The devil is a liar and a thief and whatever he is attempting to steal from you, God will make him repay seven times (Prov.  6: 31).  Put your confident trust in the Lord.  He will not forsake you.

1365. Wednesday, July 18, 2012

Luke 1: 37

Amplified Version

For with God nothing is ever impossible and no word from God shall be without power or impossible of fulfillment.

It is really important that we see this verse from the Amplified version because this is one of those verses that does not translate easily into English.  You get the same revelation from the New American Standard but only if you read the footnotes.  The difference is the second phrase.  We have all heard that nothing is impossible with God but few of us have previously realized that the Greek word used here carried a fuller meaning.  Sometimes in translating the Greek text into English there is no one word that carries the same meaning in English as the Greek text.  So the transcribers either have to amplify the passage in order to express the full meaning of the Greek words or relegate some of the translation to the foot notes.  

In this case it is so important that we see the amplification because the verse is really telling us that nothing shall be impossible to us when we are with God because His Word will not fail.  No word from God is without power nor is it possible for it to fail to complete its mission or bring its purpose through to fulfillment.  That is a critical point and an essential difference from what other translations reveal.  It is God’s Word that makes it impossible for us to fail with God.

Believe it or not, this is not a concept that only became known to New Testament believers.  It is a long settled idea.  Isaiah 55: 11reads, “So shall My word be that goes forth out of My mouth: it shall not return to Me void [without producing any effect, useless], but it shall accomplish that which I please and purpose, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it (Amp).”  Because you have God, you also have His word and His word is powerful.  You just need to send His word out to do its job.

Pick up your Bible right now.  Nothing shall be impossible to you because you have the power of God in your hands.

1366. Thursday, July 19, 2012

Deuteronomy 20: 3 – 4

NIV

He shall say: “Hear, Israel: Today you are going into battle against your enemies.  Do not be fainthearted or afraid; do not panic or be terrified by them.  For the Lord your God is the one who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory.”

Today’s verse contains the secret to maintaining your peace even when you are going through some challenges.  Let your Father fight your battles for you.  

Just a quick aside; anytime you see “Israel” replace it with your name.  All of the promises of God are for today but rather than for just the nation of Israel, they are for all who have accepted the Lordship of Jesus.

God never meant for you to fight your own battles.  He is your strength and your strong protection.  Your job is to refrain from giving into fear, panic and terror.  You are to trust in the Lord with all your heart and believe that He will deliver you.  He is the one that is mighty in battle.

A good example of this teaching of the Lord occurs in 2 Chronicles 20.  God gave the same instructions as above, do not fear but stand and see the Lord deliver the enemy into your hand.  In the end the enemies destroyed themselves and the children of God never even had to unsheathe their swords.

I know standing back and letting the Lord fight for you is a very difficult thing to do but as we develop our trust in Him, it does become easier.  When we have fully developed in our trust, then we won’t sweat the trials at all because we will know beyond any doubt that greater is he that is in us than he that is in the world (1 John 4: 4).

1367. Friday, July 20, 2012

1 John 3: 8

The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.

Everyone wants to know the purpose for their life.  Jesus knew his.  He came to destroy the works of the devil.  And that is just what he did.  Salvation could not have been provided nor healing if Jesus didn’t first destroy the works of the devil.

And don’t you find this to be another great installment in the good news of the gospel.  No matter what Satan tries to dish out, nor what kind of trouble he tries to cause, God has already sent you a greater warrior.  He sent the champion of the world to fight our battles for us and to defeat all of our enemies.  It just doesn’t get any better than that.  Everything the devil has ever done has been destroyed under the crushing arm of the Lord.  He has defeated Satan and crushed all of his works under his feet.

Now, don’t give in to the shenanigans of the devil.  The only way he can snatch a victory back is for us to give it to him.  Just remind the devil that he has already been defeated and that the victor is your Lord Protector.  Jesus lives in you and will be with you even to the end of the age.  If you feel fear creeping up on you, just remind yourself that the greater one lives in you and that he has already defeated and destroyed all of the works of the devil.  Don’t let that liar and thief, Satan, fool you into thinking that he has any power anymore.  His only weapon is deception.  He will lie to you to get you into fear and worry.  Don’t let him pull that trick on you.  Remind him that you are a child of the King and more than a conqueror in Christ Jesus.  Hallelujah!

1368. Monday, July 23, 2012

Genesis 3: 23

Therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden.

Did you know that no one has ever found the Garden of Eden?  It, like the legendary Atlantis, has baffled the most ardent searchers.  Well, I have good news today.  I have found the new Garden of Eden.  

The heart of a person is the new Eden.  I don’t mean for this to sound trite.  I am serious.  God has created a new garden where he intends to grow every good thing.  We are told by Jesus that the sower sows the word (Mark 4: 14).  The word is the seed sown into the heart of a person.  No matter what crop you need, it begins with planting a seed.  The first planting is in the rich soil of your heart.  The word is sown there.  That is what I do daily, sow the word, the viable seed, to your heart.  As that seed grows and develops it begins to yield a crop.  The crop is faith and belief.  

For example, let’s say that you need healing.  As I send you healing verses they start getting down in your heart.  The more you meditate on them, the more you read and hear them, the more that healing crop grows in your heart.  It takes strong root in the depths of your being until no one can convince you of anything that contradicts that word that is growing and putting forth roots in you.  As it grows you find the fruit to be faith, belief and trust.  The more the crop grows the stronger you get.  Eventually you are able to pick the healing off of the vine because it has grown up inside of you.

How long does this take?  It can take a moment.  In some people that seed takes root immediately and begins to send forth a harvest.  Others of us have to overcome some doubt and unbelief.  But as soon as you accept the truth of that seed that has been sown in your heart, you can reap your full harvest.

What do you need?  You have the seed of a great harvest if you have the Word.  It is the power of God and it has been given to you for your edification.  It is the seed of every victory you want or need.  Start planting the word that speaks to your situation in the deepest part of your heart.  Get in your Bible and dig out those seeds, go back through the Words of the Day but find those promises of God that speak to your situation and start growing a big harvest.

1369. Tuesday, July 24, 2012

Romans 4: 18

In hope against hope he believed.

This verse is referring to Father Abraham.  He was given a big promise by God.  It was the very desire of his heart to have children so God promised to make him the Father of a multitude.  But Abraham was old and his wife, Sarah, was old as well.  She was barren and beyond child bearing age.  Strike 3!  Besides that, there was at least a 20 year time span between the time of the promise and the fulfillment of it.  That is a long time to hold on to a promise and stand in faith but I guess that is why Abraham is called the Father of Faith.

We see from this verse, though, that believing was not easy.  In hope against hope he believed.  Have you ever been in Abraham’s situation, believing in hope against hope?  You continue in your hope even though it seems impossible that the thing for which you are wishing can come through.  It is against all odds; it is almost beyond hope.  But against all logic and reason you soldier on believing that what was promised shall come to pass.

Well, I want to tell you to keep believing if you are in that situation right now.  God is working.  He is performing miracles this day.  I think of a miracle as God performing the impossible.  But these things are only impossible from our perspective.  They are the norm for God.  He specializes in doing the impossible.  Let’s think about that for a minute.  If it were possible, why would you need God?   Why pray about it?  If the thing you need or want is possible, then just go do it.  It is when things are impossible that we need God, right?  So you see, the impossible is His everyday routine.  It is just what He does.  Having said that, I believe that you should pray to Him and include Him in all things.  But it is in those matters over which we have no control and no power that we must completely rely on His ability to provide for us.

If you don’t take your impossibilities to Him, then He won’t have anything to do today.  Then once you have given Him the problem or need, take your hands off of it.  Don’t try to fix circumstances under your own power.  You are going to muddle things up in a bad way.  Take it from me.  In the past I was a great one to try to help God.  It can be the hardest thing in the world to keep your hands (and mouth) from the situation that you want influenced.  But believe me on this, God does not really need your help and if He wants you to do something, He will tell you.  I find that is the exception rather than the rule.  He desires for us to stand and watch Him deliver the situation into our hands.  It is exactly like 2 Chronicles 2: 20 and Deuteronomy 20: 3.  

This is the message that I want you to leave with today; God is still creating miracles today.  He made them last week and He is going to be fashioning them this week.  Those stories you hear about present day miracles are true.  It just takes someone believing God and allowing Him to be God in their lives.  The only reason we don’t see many more miracles is because of our unbelief and interference.  God is making the impossible happen right now, right here.  Your hope can become a reality if you wish.  Believe with your heart and confess with your mouth.  God is waiting on you.  He is ready.  Ask for the impossible and receive it in Jesus name.

1370. Wednesday, July 24, 2012

Romans 4: 19 - 21

And without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead …yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured that what He had promised, He was able also to perform.

I wanted to share with you the secret of Abraham’s success for he did, indeed, become the father of many nations.  Yesterday we saw from Romans 4: 18 that Abraham hoped against hope that God would give him a child.  Even though it was impossible, Abraham put his hope in the Father of all hope.

His hope, vigorously maintained, grew into faith.  Abraham understood that considering the facts, like the condition of his body and Sarah’s, would lead him to despondency rather than faith.  Therefore, he did not ruminate on the facts.  He considered the promise of God as more significant than the physical facts.  And that is the secret to his success.  

The presence of symptoms in your body, the balance in your checkbook are not the key facts.  They are bits of physical evidence but that is all.  Your miracle is being created in the spiritual realm so it is the evidence of the Spirit that is important.  The spiritual realm is higher than the physical realm so the physical must yield to the spiritual.  Father God is creating your miracle in the Spirit and then it will overcome the physical facts.  That is why you must focus on the God of Spirit rather than giving your attention to mere physicality.  The physical obeys the spiritual.  Therefore, your mind, attention and prayers should be turned towards God who causes all things to work together for your good.

Don’t worship the physical facts.  Don’t elevate them and allow them to control your thinking.  They are transitory at best.  Lean on; rely on the Word of God.  Trust in the promises of God.  Trust Him.  He can create your miracle as He did Abraham’s.  Become fully persuaded that whatever God has promised, He is more than able to deliver.  Do not waiver in unbelief.  Fix your hope on the promise and do not let go.  It works.

One last thing … notice that Abraham gave God glory.  I think from the construction of these verses we can understand that Abraham was giving God the glory even before the manifestation of the miracle.  There is a big lesson in there!  But if we truly believe, if we truly trust God why wouldn’t we be declaring our victory from the beginning?  Just something to ponder.

1371. Thursday, July 26, 2012

Psalm 34: 1 – 3

I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.  My soul shall make its boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear it and rejoice.  O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together.

This was written by David.  This David is the King of Israel.  He is the same David who, as a boy, defeated the giant, Goliath.  He was a prophet in his own right though a simple shepherd boy.  It is he who wrote “I will bless the Lord.”  There are few people who have more experience with the Lord.  And it is his experience with God that I think speaks so loudly in this verse.  He knows of the glory of the Lord.  He experienced the great shepherd looking after him and preparing a table in the midst of his enemies.  He knew how to glory in the Lord.

Do you suppose this perspective of David’s is one of the characteristics that made him such a great king?  He really knew how to praise and exalt the Lord and invites others to join him in the celebration of God.  What does it feel like when you allow this these words of David to touch your heart?  Can you begin to imagine how he felt when he penned them?

I imagine that the great King David was made in the dark hours of the night as a shepherd boy.  Imagine sitting out in the dark by yourself looking after a flock of sheep.  He defended those sheep against the bear and the lion.  It was also his responsibility to find fertile grazing fields and water for his flock.  Sitting in the dark in those late hours he learned how to trust God.  He saw how the good shepherd takes care of his own and he became a great shepherd in his own right.  It was from what he learned from watching God that made him the great leader of Israel.  

Part of the fruit of his experience was that he became an unparalleled praiser of the God of Israel.  He knew the glory of the Lord and celebrated all that God is.  I believe that as he praised God, he built his own confidence.  And to this day he is calling out to us encouraging us to join him in the glorifying and magnifying of the Lord.  If you want David kind of victories, take a page from his play book and magnify the Lord.

1372. Friday, July 27, 2012

Psalm 34: 4, 6, 9

I sought the Lord, and He answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.  This poor man cried and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.  O fear [revere] the Lord, you His saints; for to those who fear Him, there is no want.

Yesterday’s scriptural quote came from this psalm as well.  When you consider the two passages together I think you will agree with me that there is a great revelation in here.  I don’t think that it is a coincidence that in verses 1 – 3 David writes about praising and exalting the Lord and then begins in verse 4 to tell of the great things the Lord has done for him.

Of all of the great and wondrous miracles that God may implement on our behalf, none of them are as outstanding as just that we can call Him and He will answer us.  That is the all in all to my way of thinking.  But how can God answer if you will not first seek?  That seems to me to be a better question than Hamlet’s great quandary, “To be or not to be?”   The answer to Hamlet is, “to be.”  The revelation of God’s ready assistance is that we must first ask.

God made a choice to give us free will and when He did, He made it inviolate.  He will not, cannot, in fact, violate your will.  So, if you want His involvement in a situation, you must invite His participation.

The second great revelation of these passages is that praise brings us in closer communion with God.  Re-read verses 1- 3.  You won’t find empty, meaningless praise.  In other words, this isn’t praise just for praise’s sake.  These verses reflect a warm relationship.   David has something to say about His God.  His heart and his mouth magnify the Lord because he recognizes how great the Lord is.  And therein may lie our problem.  Perhaps we haven’t really recognized the wonder and awe of our Lord.  Maybe we are not living in His greatness.  Or maybe we just aren’t magnanimous enough to give credit where credit is due.  Does God do great things for us but we fail to graciously thank Him and sing His praises?  Our culture does not seem to excel at telling others how wonderful they are and how they have blessed our lives but we need to change our personal habits in this regard.  Tell the Lord how thankful you are for His presence in your life.  Use effusive language to try to express the wonder of Him.  And then tell other people how great He is.  Let your heart, your mind and your mouth glory in the Lord and sing His praises.

1373. Monday, July 30, 2012

Proverb 32: 6

Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to Thee in a time when Thou mayest be found; surely in a flood of great waters they shall not reach him.

The book of proverbs is called the book of wisdom and here is a good bit of wisdom.  Seek God while he can be found.  It is not that God ever goes into hiding.  The point is that in a time of trouble you are going to be under incredible stress and less able connect with anyone.  You will find it difficult to enter into calm meditation.  So seek the Lord now so that in the time of great stress you will have already developed a relationship that you can easily call on in the middle of the night.

You need your relationship with God to be like that of your very best friend; you know, that friend that you can call on at any time knowing that he or she will stand with you.  You need to know that all you have to do is to call His name and He will be there.  That kind of confidence and security is built in the calm times.

Don’t wait until the pressure is on you to turn to God.  You are going to put yourself into difficulty that way.  Spend time with Him every single day and let Him build in you the confidence of knowing that He is your God.  Lean on Him; trust Him.  He will see you through.

1374. Tuesday, July 31, 2012

Luke 7:63

“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.  But there are some of you who do not believe.”

Jesus said that he came to earth to bring us abundant life. (John 10: 10 Amp.).  He also told us that he is the life (John 14: 6).  When Jesus left the earth he sent us the Spirit of truth whom we know as the Holy Spirit.  We find out in today’s verse that the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, gives life.  And what is truth?  In John 17: 17 Jesus asked the Father to sanctify “them” in truth and then said, “Thy word is truth.”  So the Spirit of God whom we call the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of His word.  Now if you look at John 1: 1 & 14 you see that Jesus is the Word.  So through this you discover that the Holy Spirit is the spirit of Jesus who is the Word.  So through Jesus and through the word, the Holy Spirit gives life.  

Jesus also said in this verse that the words that he spoke are spirit and life.  I think this makes complete sense when you consider the above paragraph.  And although the paragraph above is a bit complicated, if we will meditate on it and absorb its truths it will form spiritual bedrock upon which we can build elaborate edifices.  We must grasp the importance of the Word.  This is essential.  Until we understand that Jesus is the Word we will falter in all of our theology.  Once we embrace the word we come to understand that life, the very essence of life flows out from Jesus and his word.  And we remember that Jesus said himself that he came to give us life.  So it is so important that we receive his word.  This is how he transmitted the life that he came to give us.  Look in today’s verse again.  Jesus said that his words are spirit and life.  The Holy Spirit is the spirit of Jesus and he also brings life because he is of the word.  He is of the word.  John 1: 1 reads, “In the beginning was the word.”   The word was in the beginning.  It is the bedrock, the foundation.  And in it is the life.

Why do I harp on the word?  I know that if I can get you to pick up your Bible and start reading it and accepting it as “the truth” that you will find every answer you need.  You will find life.  It is the answer because the truth, the word, is Jesus.  And in Jesus is life abundant.  The word is health for your body, release from depression, deliverance from every kind of bondage, health to your finances and the end to loneliness forever.  Jesus is the life and the way.  He came to give you a good life and to fill you up to overflowing with his life.  The vehicle or vessel of that life is the word.  Jesus also told us that the Holy Spirit will be our helper and that he will teach us all things.  So commit yourself to the Spirit of truth and the word which is truth.  Let them fill you with the life of God.  They will fill you with so much life force that you will find your body feeling younger and stronger.  Devour the word and watch what it will do for you.

1375. Wednesday, August 1, 2012

1 Corinthians 10: 13

No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.

The Greek word that is translated here as temptation could also be translated as trial.  That is important because it re-characterizes the verse.  Now we are not only discussing temptations but also challenges of every kind.  So this verse tells us that whatever problem we encounter, it is not too much for us.  God never allows us to handle problems that are too big for us.

Also, it is important to know that whatever situations you are facing right now are not unique.  That is not to minimize your problem.  It is just that Satan loves to isolate people.  He likes for us to think that our problems are unique so that we feel more alone.  When you realize that others have also faced what you are facing and have come through it your hope increases.  

No matter what the situation, problem or temptation God has already provided a means of escape for you.  I would think that gives you great comfort.  No longer do you have to ask if there is any way out of the mess.  You now have assurance that God has created a way out for you.  So allow your confidence to reassert itself and just look for the solution God has already provided.  He has already guaranteed your victory over this problem and your way out of it.  Do not fear.  Your means of escape has already been provided and this problem is not bigger than you are.  

Hang on to this verse.  Every time you encounter a problem, remind yourself that God is looking out for you, that he won’t let you face a problem that you don’t already have the means to overcome and that He has already provided your escape route.

1376. Thursday, August 2, 2012

Matthew 20: 28

… the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.

John 3: 16

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

Jesus gave all and God gave more.  Love compelled God to give that which was most precious to Him.  Jesus gave everything he had, everything he was.  Not only at the cross did he give, but his whole life was a gift to humanity.  He didn’t serve himself.  He served us.  He didn’t got to the ball game and take his leisure.  He spent his life providing for ours.  He emptied himself in life and in death.

Recognizing the nature of God and Christ as one’s who place a priority on giving calls into question our generosity.  Some of you are great givers and when I witness your kindness and generosity it makes me question the generosity of my own heart.  You represent the nature of God in your giving and I think how pleased God must be with you.

I have to ask sometimes as Christians, “How much do we reflect the nature of Christ?”  Christ and His Father are renowned givers.  Jesus gave his very life.  What do I give?  How much of a giver are you?  Our Father is known by His giving but are we?  How is it that some of you have learned this precious secret of life and others who also are Christians are very tight fisted and selfish?

I wish I knew the answers to these questions.  When I first thought about doing a Word of the Day on giving, I was impressed that it is an insult to the memory and the life of Jesus for us not to live a pattern of giving in our lives.  It came to me thus, “Jesus is a great giver, how about you?”  How would you answer that question?  I decided that I want to become a much better giver.  We all say that we want to be like Jesus but here is any easy way we can be like him yet how many of us have actually tried.

I have seen people who are really great at giving and blessing others.  They give their tithe.  They give other gifts to God.  They give to charities.  They give little gifts to people and not only on holidays.  They are such a blessing to people who know them.  Unfortunately I also get to see the people who take, take, take.  They are like sponges.  They absorb everything from everyone else but they never give anything accept by compulsion.  Eventually they dry up and are useless.  Of course it is at those times that they seek out the givers and prevail on them for their resources because God keeps filling up the givers while the sponges just suck up everyone’s assets and then dry up again.  They constantly need someone to wet them because they are as dry as the desert.  They constantly have to be watered.  Little do they know that giving is God’s way of getting provision to them.  If they would learn to be givers then God could multiply their gifts back to them.

Don’t be like them, even in times of recession.  The worst thing you can do for your own supply is to choke off your giving.  God multiplies seed.  Not only that but also you will feel better within yourself.  You know in your heart when you are not giving that something is not right and whether or not you want to admit it, it creates a burden in your heart.  Look at the people who are givers.  They are always lighter and more cheerful.

Do you want to be like Jesus?  Do you want to be like God?  Here is your chance.

1377. Friday, August 3, 2012

2 Corinthians 9: 6 – 8

Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully.  Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace about to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.

In writing yesterday’s commentary this verse came to mind.  I was especially thinking that God loves a cheerful giver.  Isn’t that a powerful statement?  God loves a cheerful giver.  The phrase is only 5 words long but I think it says a lot.  God does want you to be a giver, that is a given.  But it is also true that He wants you to be cheerful about it.  He does not want you to give grudgingly.  But here is the thing that so many people do not understand about the Kingdom of God and the “prosperity message,” it is joyous to give into God’s work.  Not only that, but look at the rest of the verse.  The remainder of this verse, both that which precedes God loves a cheerful giver and that which follows is a promise of abundance.  What is there not to like about this message?

Some people don’t like for us to preach prosperity but I don’t know many people who aren’t praying to God about finances.  It is a constant concern of people so of course it is a concern of the Lord’s.  I wonder if Paul got criticized for teaching this very important lesson.  Do people criticize him today or perhaps they just ignore the ninth chapter of 2 Corinthians.  Well, it seems to me that God put it in the Bible for a reason.  I think that reason is two-fold.  First I think he wanted to teach us about finances.  Secondly, I think this chapter is meant to edify us, build us up.  This is good news.  I think in part Paul is celebrating those Corinthians who were joyful givers.

God wants you to have a sufficiency in everything.  He has promised it to you.  Read the 23rd Psalm for one example.  “I shall not want.”  I think Paul is just telling it like it is.  He wants his church to know that they please God with their giving but also that God will give back to them too.  It is not wrong for God to multiply your giving.  That is a crazy thought.  He is the master giver.

You have blessed God with your joyful giving.  You minister to His heart when you give to His work just because you want to bless Him.  But don’t be surprised when He gives you back more than you gave Him.  It is just His way and you will never out give God.  It might be fun to try though.

1378. Monday, August 6, 2012

Revelation 19: 13

His name is called The Word of God.

Many people are familiar with John 1: 1 & 14 which reveal Jesus as the Word of God.  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.”  This is an important realization for Christians.  We must understand that Jesus cannot be separated from the Word.  And if Jesus is the way, the truth and the life (John 14: 6), then so is the Word.

I saw a recent article about the decline in membership in some churches.  The article speculated over the reasons for this decline.  I can tell them.  It is because they have stopped sharing and preaching the Word in their congregations.  There is no life in those churches because there is no Word.  That is the fastest way I can think of to starve a congregation.  Churches are trying to separate Christ from the Word and it just cannot be done.  He is the Word.  Unless these congregations get back to preaching the gospel they are going to continue to wither.  They are going to drain the life out of their people and their congregations.

Our lives are no different.  We cannot survive without being fed.  Jesus told us that He is the bread of life.  No longer does manna fall from heaven because the bread of heaven has been sent to us and now lives inside of us.  But we must partake of the bread of life.  It will sustain us but only if we eat regularly from it.  What person would think that his body could sustain itself without being fed?  Yet we have churches full of people who are not being nourished nor ever feeding on the bread that brings life.  No wonder the Church of God has grown impotent.  We are malnourished.

If you want to grow stronger and be full of the life that Jesus told us he came to give, feed on the Word.  Jesus wrote every word, not only those in red.  They are all inspired by him for instruction and edification.  God wants to fill you, to satisfy you but you must open the wrapper and eat the food of provision.  Be filled with his glory, his wisdom and his nourishment.

1379. Tuesday, August 7, 2012

Proverb 27: 21

New Living Translation

Fire tests the purity of silver and gold, but a person is tested by being praised.

One of the things that confuses people is testing.  Some people always think they are being tested by God and others think they are being put to the test by Satan.  Well, I can promise you that Satan is going to do whatever he can to put you into challenging situations but God doesn’t work that way.   Many of the tests you will face are just from life.  You don’t have to be tested by cancer, success and praise will test your mettle.  What are you made of exactly?

I think we have a much skewed idea of tests sometimes but the real test is, “How do you handle life.”  Do you meet life with the Word of God?  Is the grace of Jesus evident in your life?  How do you handle disappointment and frustration?  Can you handle situations with calm and aplomb or do you lose your temper and your Christian witness?  Does success go to your head or do you give God all the glory and credit?  This is the test of your maturity and of God’s ability to use you.

God is not running around testing everyone.  He doesn’t have to.  He can see and He can hear.  He knows exactly where you are.  Kenneth E. Hagin used to say you can tell where a person is if you just listen to them for a few minutes.  People will disclose their maturity level by what they say.

When you run into challenges, turn immediately to God and to the Word.  Then meet those challenges with the Word of God and with the grace of the gospel.  God is your strong right arm and Jesus is the answer to every problem.  And when success is yours, don’t forget to thank God and give glory where glory is due.
1380. Wednesday, August 8, 2012

Revelation 12: 11

And they overcame him (Satan) because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony.

Two elements are required to defeat Satan; the blood of the lamb and our confession.  Well, Jesus has done his part.  He was the perfect lamb, without blemish and he has shed his blood for the overcoming of all of the wiles of the devil, including even death.  Now comes our part.  We must uphold the victory of the lamb through the word of our testimony.

What does this mean?  It means that our confession of the victory of Jesus over the machinations of the devil is the second piece of the weaponry that defeats Satan in our lives.  It also means that we have a part to play in the expression of Jesus’ victory over Satan in our own lives.  Jesus soundly routed Satan but because Satan is a great deceiver and a thief, unless we take hold of that victory for ourselves, Satan will steal it from us.  That is why you can find defeated Christians.  They have not claimed Jesus’ victory for themselves.

This seemingly apathetic attitude portrayed by many Christians is a throwback to eons old theology.  People, in their acknowledgment of the sovereignty of God, failed to identify their own role in the earth and as sovereigns of their own lives.  We forget that the heavens are God’s but that he has given the earth to people (Psalm 115: 16).  We forget that He has given us both power and responsibility in the earth.  If, however, we do not exercise that power, the devil will step right in and steal us blind, literally; or sick; or defeated.

The victory of Jesus over the devil is in his shed blood but the enforcement of it is in our confession.  If you constantly claim the victory of Jesus over Satan you are going to experience it.  It your confession is, “By His stripes I am healed,” (paraphrase of Isaiah 53: 5 and 1 Peter 2: 24) then you are going to manifest Jesus’ healing in your body.  He already won that healing for you in his own body but you must appropriate it for yourself.  No one can do that for you.  If, on the other hand, what comes out of your mouth is a constant recitation of symptoms and sickness, then you are giving the victory that Jesus won for you back over to the devil.  He is the author of sickness and disease.  That is not to say that you do not experience symptoms and pain.  It just means that when we do experience those things that we throw the victory of Jesus and the blood of the lamb in the devil’s face.

Just yesterday I received this statement in an email from a believer: “I know that Satan is there at every turn but turning my head from him and turning my will and life over to the care of God is a spear into the side of Satan.”  Amen Sister!  There is someone who is taking it to the devil.  Because the Olympics are underway right now I couldn’t help but think that hers was an Olympian attitude of the greatest magnitude.  But her contest is in the game of life rather than athletic competition.  Perhaps it is better said that this precious believer demonstrates the ideal heavenly attitude because our sights are not set on Olympus but rather on the very throne of God where he will put a crown on our heads and declare us champions.

Satan can be a tough opponent but only if you don’t know the secret weapon.  But now you do.  He is always overcome by the blood of the lamb and the word of our mouths.  Alright.  Now it is your turn.  You are in the starting gate, on the mat.  The race is before you, the fight at hand.  What do you say?

1381. Thursday, August 9, 2012

1 John 4: 8

The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

The love walk is the clearest indication of a Christians than any other thing.  John puts it very plainly in this text.  If you don’t love then you don’t know God.  We might say, if you are not walking in love then you don’t know God.  How do we even call ourselves Christians if we are not manifesting love?  That is a tough question, I think.

The love of God is the most powerful force in the universe and the more that the love of God matures inside me and my personality the more power I will have to effect the lives of others.  God is love and love causes unselfishness which gives rise to the compassion of God.  Then when the compassion of God is stimulated it rises up to meet the needs of God’s children all of whom are precious to him.

It may be that we do not express God’s love because of the brokenness in our own personalities, because of the scars we have brought into our Christianity.  In which case, it is time for us to receive our healing for those things.  Although it is a difficult thing to say, our Christian relationship is no place for old baggage.  We have been made new creatures in Jesus.  There is no longer room for selfishness and conceit.  Self-serving should be abandoned in favor of giving to others and purposely being a blessing.

This is the true test of our own Christianity.  Just ask yourself if you were a blessing to other people today.  Has your behavior this week been a testament of God’s love?  Be honest with yourself.  Are you truly expressing God’s love?  Are you critical constantly finding things in other people to criticize?  Are you judgmental?  Are you easily offended?  All of these are signs of an immature love walk.  But fear not, every one of us has gone through these stages.  I do not mean to give you an excuse to remain in this state but rather to express compassion and understanding.  We all have Jesus and the Holy Spirit to help us through these stages so that we can express the very essence of our Father, love.

Check your love walk today.  I suppose there are few of us that do not need God’s grace so that we can improve in our expression of love.  But thank God that His grace has been provided for us.  Let us each make a vow that next year when I ask this question we can all confess of the glory of God who expresses His love through each and every one of us.

1382. Friday, August 10, 2012

John 16: 12 – 13

I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  But when He, the Spirit of Truth, come, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.

Jesus has not stopped speaking even unto today.  That is one of the major reasons that he sent us the Holy Spirit, so that he could continue to speak to us.  This verse is part of a conversation that took place between Jesus and his disciples shortly before his crucifixion.  He was telling them of the things to come but they could only bear so much.  But Jesus was not worried.  He understood and he knew that once the Holy Spirit was come that he could continue to reveal himself to them.  He even went so far as to say that it was to their advantage that he go away so that he could send the Spirit (v. 7).  I’ll bet that was hard for them to believe.

The New Testament is still being written but now it is being written through you and me.  Jesus couldn’t tell everything while he was on earth.  We just were not ready to hear it all.  But not to worry, Father God and Jesus had a plan and Jesus reveals it to us in this passage.  Their plan was to send the Holy Spirit to us so that he could reveal to us all he hears the Father and Jesus say.  You see Jesus acknowledged in this passage that he could not tell his disciples all that he wanted to tell them.  He also knew, though, how he would continue to speak to his disciples through the ages.

The point is that this passage of scripture would not exist if Jesus didn’t have more to say and have a way for communicating with us after his resurrection.  Jesus sent us the Holy Spirit of promise so that he could lead us into all truth and disclose to us what is to come.  He takes what he hears from the Father and reveals it to us.  So, if you have the Holy Spirit, then you have a direct hotline to the Father and to Jesus.  They are still speaking today.  Jesus had more to say when he left the earth.  He wants to reveal himself to you today.

1383. Monday, August 13, 2012

Isaiah 8: 12

Don’t say that everything these people call a conspiracy is a conspiracy.  Don’t fear what they fear.  Don’t let it terrify you.

Isaiah wrote this a long time ago but you would think that he wrote it just yesterday because this statement is so appropriate to our times.  It is not uncommon these days to hear one conspiracy theory after another.  In fact, the word “conspiracy” and “theory” have been combined into a common term.  Isaiah foresaw this occurrence and warned us ahead of time not to fall in with the conspiracy theorists.  “Keep yourself separate” he might say and do not fall for their doomsday predictions.  Why?  Because you belong to the Lord.  

These people preach fear and can easily stir up panic.  You, however, are a child of the most high and you have no place in fear and panic.  He is your shield and your protector.  Your mind is to be on Him and your heart is to be enveloped in trust.  God has told us that we cannot serve two masters.  So, you cannot serve both fear and faith.  You must choose.  If you are going to turn your mind and emotions towards conspiracy theories and every scary thing that you can find in this world then you are not meditating on the greatness of the Lord.  You cannot ruminate on what these doomsayers are saying and meditate on God as your shield.  You must choose.

God is giving some strong advice in this passage.  He tells us not to fear what the world and conspiracy theorists fear.  He doesn’t want us saying what they say.  If you repeat what they say you will begin to fear what they fear.  If, on the other hand, you spend your time discovering what God says about the protection He provides for you and if God’s word is what comes out of your mouth you will not be in constant dread or fear.  You will not be terrified.  Look, there is a reason God told us to meditate on the Word day and night.  He is trying to protect you.

So here is your choice.  You can listen to what all these people say, listen to every conspiracy theory and repeat all that you hear or you can listen to what God has to say.  In the first case you will surround yourself and your friends with fear and terror.  In the second case you will arm yourself with faith and joy.  You will have no dread of tomorrow for you know that the Lord is your God and that He is well able to take care of you.

Listen, we are getting down to the final days here.  I don’t know if the Lord will come in our lifetimes or not but I do know that we are a lot closer to the end of time than ever before.  Obviously, the world is a scary place these days.  It’s not all Disneyland out there.  That is why it is more important than ever for you to take care what you listen to.  There are fear merchants everywhere.  One of them might be your best friend.  It could be the person that sits in the pew in front of you at church each week.  They are everywhere.  And if you listen to the news 24/7 you are getting more than your share of fear mongering.

I adjure you, protect your heart.  Protect your spirit.  Turn off those people and turn them off quick.  I don’t wish for you to be rude but I sure don’t want anyone dumping that kind of propaganda on you.  You are not a garbage can into which everyone can dump all their rubbish.  When people begin speaking fear you’ve got to turn them off.  Tell them about the love of God and how he protects His own.  Leave.  Do whatever you have to do.  I would prefer that you find a way to minister to them in love but if you cannot, at least remove yourself.  Do not allow them to dump their negativism on you.  You have a great and gracious God who has made provision for you.  More than 2000 years ago he foresaw this day and sent you a personal message.  He said do not agree with these conspiracy theorists, do not fear what they fear and do not let their views or message terrify you.  Our God is an awesome God.  Trust in Him.

1384. Tuesday, August 14, 2012

Psalm 18: 2

The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

I sent you a word yesterday imploring you not to give into fear or give time to those who propagate fear whether intentionally or not.  After sending that message I thought it incumbent upon me to give you better mediations.  There are probably hundreds of verses that you can use to remind yourself of the strong protection of the Lord.  Below I have listed several additional cites that you can look up for more promises of protection.  If you then follow the references from those you can find many, many more.  Or, if you want, just start reading the Psalms.  The book of Psalms is full of David’s recitations of the Lord as our protector.

The key point is that you must meditate on these scriptures in the face of the message of fear that the world is spreading.  The “world” owns the media so the message of fear gets much more air time than does the message of faith.  This means that you are going to have to overcome what you hear with your own message.  Not to worry (fear) though, you have me and other ministers whose job it is to assist you in discovering the good news of the gospel.

When all the world around you is in danger, when you are surrounded by peril, you do not have to fear.  I know this can be very hard for you to accept and/or understand but God really is a constant shield about you.  Even in the most dire circumstances you can surround yourself with the shield of God, His protection, and walk out unscathed.  That kind of armor and shield begins today though.  Do not wait until the buildings are falling down around you or the enemy of the Lord has a knife to your throat.  Everyday remind yourself that He is your protection, your strong right arm and your shield.  Write this verse, or your favorite protection verse, on a 3 X 5 card and put it on your bathroom mirror so that your mind is constantly renewed.  

Don’t fear the things the world fears for you have a great God who is your protector and your shield.  

Additional Verses: Psalm 91(especially), Psalm 28: 7, Psalm 33: 20, Psalm 9: 9, Psalm 62: 2

1385. Wednesday, August 15, 2012

2 Timothy 1: 7

Amplified
For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of craven and cringing and fawning fear), but [He has given us a spirit] of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind and discipline and self-control.

This verse is good in about every translation but you’ve got to love the triumph shown through the Amplified Version.  When we have discovered God’s promise of protection and have believed it then we are not given over to fear.  When we accepted God’s Spirit, if you have accepted God’s Spirit, then you have received a Spirit of power.  You no longer have to live in fear because God has given you strength and power in His Spirit.

That spirit of cowardice, of craven, cringing and fawning fear is not of God.  God has given you a Spirit of power.  Jesus told his disciples “you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1: 8).   You do not have to fear.  Fear is not for you.  Your trust should be in the Lord your God.  If you place your trust in man-made institutions then, yes, you might find it easy to fall into fear.  But when you have developed your trust in God, then you do not fear.  He is going to take care of you and look after you.

Here is a really great piece of news.  All of those promises of protection in the Old Testament that kept David alive in spite of some very perilous situations, they are all in the old dispensation.  In other words, David enjoyed that amazing protection under the old covenant.  We now have a better covenant based on better promises with a better mediator.  All that David wrote about, sang about and proclaimed was under the old pact.  The Holy Spirit had not even been poured out yet.  The Spirit of “power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind and discipline and self-control” had not yet been given.  Still David was kept safe under some of the most severe situations.  I am trying to show you that all that David shared with you in the Psalms was enough to save and protect him and yet you have an even better compact with God based on even better promises mediated by the absolute best mediator.  God has given you His own Spirit.  How could we expect it to be anything less than a Spirit of power and soundness?  That is who is living inside of you.  What have you to fear?  

I could easily preach on the good news contained in this verse for an hour.  There is so much promise and victory here.  Think on this verse.  Dissect the phrases and think about each one individually.  You have been given a great gift.  You need no longer fear because you have not been given a spirit of fear.  There is no fear in the Holy Spirit of God and that is who resides in you.  Get a revelation of this and you will not have to live in fear any longer.
1386. Thursday, August 16, 2012

1 Corinthians 2: 11 - 12

For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in him?  Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely give to us by God.

All wisdom is from God and God knows the answer to every question or problem you have.  Now, the really good news is that you can know the thoughts of God because you have His Spirit and His Spirit knows His every thought.  Isn’t that grand?

We ought to be thinking God kind of thoughts.  We have been given this prerogative.  Negative thoughts, worldly thoughts have no place in your mind because you have been promoted.  You can now have God thoughts.  Imagine how big the world becomes when you start sharing God’s thoughts with Him.  Additionally, you will never have to wonder again what God’s will is regarding any topic.  You can find out for yourself.  Tap into the Spirit who is living inside of you and allow him to inform your mind.

Now that we have received the Spirit of God we can have the thoughts of God and who doesn’t want that.  How many problems can having God’s thoughts resolve for you?  God is moving among His people and wanting to bring greater revelation.  This is one of the ways He accomplishes that goal.  Now that you know that you can expect the Spirit of God to share with you God’s thoughts and His way of thinking open yourself to Him.  Perhaps you want to spend a little more time praying so that you can develop your skills too.  You are sure to enjoy this new aspect of your Christian life.

1387. Friday, August 17, 2012

1 Corinthians 2: 16

We have the mind of Christ.

Have you been told that after you pass a certain age (some completely arbitrary number by the way) that your mind will begin to slip?  Guess what!  It was a lie.  You have the mind of Christ and believe me his mind has not slipped in the least.

This has really become a modern generation phenomenon.  When I was a child we were taught that older people were to be revered and honored and that they possessed wisdom which we were sorely lacking in.  We were told that wisdom comes from experience and that older people have more experiences to draw upon.  Now in the span of my life time alone our society expects everyone to develop Alzheimer’s and memory issues.  Poppycock!  I sure never thought of my grandmothers as senile.  My maternal grandmother would have taught me something about senility I am sure if I had ever said such a thing.  The world one generation ago venerated their older citizens.  How much more so should the children of God esteem their wizened elders?

If you have passed that magic age, whatever it is, 30, 50, 80, don’t believe what you hear out there in the world.  You are not destined to have senior moments.  Your destiny is to have God moments.  And that is not just a trite statement.  That is the truth from the throne of God itself.  You have the mind of Christ and he is not having any troubles with his mind, I can assure you.  Every morning remind yourself, “I have the mind of Christ.”  You are not to be confused, overwhelmed, or forgetful.  You are sharp and quick and have the very thoughts of God.  Let the world chew on that for a while.  Come on all you Christians.  Enjoy your victory in Christ for we are a blessed people.

1388. Monday, August 20, 2012

Galatians 6: 7

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.

There are many ways people think about this verse but today I want us to think in terms of God’s principle of multiplication.  God multiplies the seed that you sow.  That is why this verse is so important to us.  God doesn’t just add to your seed.  He doesn’t add a pear to the apple that you sow.  If you sow an apple, He will multiply your seed and you will harvest more apples.  If you want tomatoes, sow tomato seeds.  You are getting the idea.

Once upon a time, as many of you may remember, God told me to sow a pen.  And not just any pen but a specific pen.  This pen had been my mother’s.  It was the one she carried in her wallet and then in her calendar for many years.  It was, therefore, special to me.  Well, one day the idea to give that pen to Jesse Duplantis popped in my head.  This was in the beginning of my ministry and I had lots of needs but I sure didn’t see a pen as being the answer to any of them.  I blew off that thought but it kept coming back.  Eventually I admitted to myself that the idea to give the pen away was an edict of God and I stopped arguing with Him.  I gave Jesse the pen believing God for a harvest.

Well, I have not received a truck load of pens but I realized recently that I really am reaping a harvest.  As all of you know, I do a lot of writing.  I write five sermons a week complete with research.  In addition, I have been taking some ministerial classes which are requiring a substantial amount of writing.  The program director has commented that my writing is anointed and I have received high marks on all of my assignments.  In addition, I have had a great time pressure on me for completing these classes and yet have had to continue with the Word of the Day.  None the less, it is all getting done and in a timely manner.  I could not have done this without the anointing of the Holy Spirit on my writing.  I cannot tell you how happy I am that I sowed that pen.

The end of the story…?  Well, Duplantis ended up sowing that very pen back into me.  So, I received this great blessing and God gave me the pen back too.  Wow!  Jesse Duplantis and I are in agreement for a harvest for both of us.  So, watch for a new book by Jesse and who knows that pen may have a book in it for me too.

So, what is it that you need?  This is the whole point.  Sow what you need and allow God to multiply it.  One tomato seed yields a whole bunch of tomatoes.  Hey, this stuff really works.  God is the multiplier so get out there and get some kind of seed in the ground.

1389. Tuesday, August 21, 2012

Psalm 126: 5-6
Amplified
They who sow in tears shall reap in joy and singing.   He who goes forth bearing seed and weeping [at needing his precious supply of grain for sowing] shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

As everyone knows, times are not always easy but to those who persevere there is a harvest coming and a time of great rejoicing.  Sometimes it is all you can do to retain seed for sowing.  Our God, though, is the Lord of the harvest.  He will not allow your seed to lay fallow.  He will bring you a harvest and you will delight in the days of reaping.  You won’t even remember the time of tears.

God knows your pain.  He knows how precious your seed is.  But you should know that He is the one who gave you seed to sow in the first place (1 Corinthians 9: 10).  He is providing the means for your harvest.  All you have to do is be faithful in the little so that He can bless you in much.  Look, I would rather be the person who sows in tears than the one who is crying at harvest time.

In the lean times is no time to stop planting your seeds.  God directed Isaac to sow in a time of famine (Genesis 21: 1) and Isaac ended up reaping a hundredfold (Genesis 21: 12).  The passage goes on to say, “And the Lord blessed him and the man became rich, and continued to grow richer until he became very wealthy.”  It all began with Isaac sowing in a time of famine.  One wouldn’t necessarily expect for wealth to grow out of a time of famine but historically many people have experienced just that.  The ones who press in when the going gets tough are always the ones who rise to the top.

Look, no one is saying it is easy but you have the King of the Universe living inside of you.  He can cause you to succeed under any and all circumstances.  Additionally, he will always give you seed to sow and when you are faithful in the little things he will make you head over big things (Luke 19: 17).  

It is your time to come in with joy and singing.  Don’t let anyone steal your harvest and don’t allow your fields to lie unplanted.  There is a harvest in that soil.  Cultivate it and reap with rejoicing.

1390. Wednesday, August 22, 2012

2 Corinthians 9: 10

Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.

Let’s talk just a little bit about seed today.  The first thing you need to understand is that there are all types of seeds.  Money is the easiest seed to sow but as you saw this week God had me sow a pen once.  People have given away clothes, cars, motorcycles, planes, watches, and probably about everything else you can think of.  So the first key to sowing is to understand what seed is appropriate to your situation and for your harvest.  God had me sow a pen because He knew that I would be doing much writing.  

When you have a need, therefore, the first thing to do is to go to God in prayer.  When you pray it is not that God doesn’t know of your need.  It is you and God connecting over that need.  So, you don’t have to spend a long time describing the need to Him.  You just need to have a conversation.  Part of that conversation (which is always two-sided) is for you to receive instruction.  It is in this time that God will tell you what seed to sow.  Many of us run to God and shotgun blast Him with all of the things that we want Him to do for us but don’t leave time for Him to speak to any of those situations.  Receive first the wisdom from above.

Secondly, some things are hard to sow towards.  If they are intangibles it is difficult to sow a like kind seed.  For example, what do you sow in order to receive good grades and help with your studies?  What do you sow towards improving health?  Well, absent God telling you something specific to do, money is the easiest seed.  Money is just a bartering tool.  With it we can purchase all sorts of things.  It is the one fungible asset we have.  When you sow a money seed you can name it.  For example you call that seed a good grade seed or an improving health seed.  Just pray over it and say what you are sowing it towards.  See, God never leaves you without seed.  You always have something you can sow in order to get what you need.  Additionally you can name that seed what you want because we are dealing here with the things of the Spirit.  God can transform your seed into that other requirement you have.  But do not be limited in your thinking.  Sometimes it is money that you don’t have.  People sow time, they sow prayer.  Some perform services for other people.  Whatever you have to give, give it towards that which you need and let God know what you are giving towards.  He will honor you and will turn your grass seed into tomatoes if He has too.  Just don’t forget to ask Him first.  He may have a different idea for you.

Just get out there and plant some seeds.  Some people are so resistant to giving and some are just uninformed.  I was uninformed when I was a young adult.  I wish that I had sown much more seed back then.  I am glad that I know now.  Don’t wait to get any older.  Start planting some seeds now so your harvest can start growing.

1391. Friday, August 24, 2012

Spiritual Weaponry

Part Two

2 Corinthians 10: 3

Amplified

For though we walk (live) in the flesh, we are not carrying on our warfare according to the flesh and using mere human weapons.

Yesterday we looked at two of our spiritual weapons, the Word of God and the name of Jesus.  Frankly, all of your challenges are really spiritual battles whether you realize it or not.  So it is wise for us to know what weapons we have and how we can employ them.  Today I wish to expose you to some of the other spiritual weaponry at your disposal.

The blood of Jesus is mighty as a defensive tool as well as a weapon.  Anything to do with Jesus pains the devil and his cohorts.  That is one of the reasons Jesus’ name and blood are so effective.  I imagine the blood of Jesus affecting the evil horde like an acid or other caustic substance.  It reminds me of the witch’s reaction to water in the Wizard of Oz.  They cannot tolerate the blood.  It was their undoing and its power is still covering Christians and repelling demons.  Just pray the blood over your possessions, your family, your finances, etc.  You get the idea.  Walk your property line laying down the blood.  I can’t imagine demons being able to cross a blood line. This is the blood’s protective utility.  Then when the devil comes against you, which is every problem you face remember, just pray that blood and the name of Jesus on you and at the devil.  He will have to flee.  He can’t endure the blood.  Cover yourself in the blood.

Now for my secret weapon.  Do you want to hit the devil right between the running lights?  Then here is a weapon for you. When you realize that the devil is messing in your life go give some money to a ministry.  This is such a fun gun to fire.  The devil was really messing with me this spring, getting his grimy little fingers on my stuff.  The final straw was when he had a package that was supposed to be sent to me redirected to Puerto Rico.  Really?  That was the day I decided it was time to launch some fiery missiles back at him.  I was tired of him taking pot shots at me and figured it was high time to start firing back at him.  The package was already late and there was real urgency about receiving it.  So that evening I got on my computer and ordered a check to be sent to a ministry that I support.  I was determined that I was going to keep sending out checks until I either ran out of money or the devil yielded.  Well, it only took one check and he backed off.  

When the devil is pestering you, do the things that he hates for you to do in the first place.  Pray, send money to preachers, read your Bible.  Do whatever you know he doesn’t want you to do.  I can promise you this, you are going to have fun giving him some of his own back and you are going to run off him and his little imps.  They have nothing for Jesus.  Jesus’ blood, his name and everything about him will singe their fur.  

You don’t have to sit and take what the devil dishes out.  Throw a few grenades of your own into his camp.

1392. Monday, August 27, 2012

Spiritual Weaponry

Part Three

Romans 13: 12

The night is almost over, and the day is near. So we should get rid of the things that belong to the dark and take up the weapons that belong to the light.

Your spiritual arsenal is certainly growing.  In this concluding message I want to give you a few more of my favorite weapons. 

One weapon which you should surely avail yourself of is good Christian music, especially praise music.  It is one of the best and most easily deployed weapons.  You can play music while you do other things and that is one of its real strengths and you can take it almost everywhere with you.  Take it to the dentist’s office with you.  Take it to work if you can but definitely play it whenever you can.  Especially use it when the devil attacks you.  How do you know the devil is attacking you?  How is your life going?  Does it appear blessed or cursed?  Or is your life generally blessed but there are some areas that just don’t seem to go right?  That is the devil’s little scamps trying to steal your peace and disrupt your life.  When that happens put on the music.  My favorite CD is one on which every song is about the blood of Christ.  You want to talk about driving the demons crazy, just turn up the volume on a song about the victory in Jesus’ blood.  

Recently I had a dream about spiritual things.  It wasn’t a nightmare but the devil was there threatening me and mine.  In my dream I defeated him by praying and by playing that CD.  I actually awoke after a time and when I did I laid there in my bed and prayed.  Then I picked up my iPod and played the Blood CD.  I wanted to be sure that the devil remembered that Jesus has already whipped him and that I know it.

If you don’t have some Christian music that you can rely on in battle situations, you are really missing out.  I am not saying that you can never listen to worldly music but I am saying that you are missing a great opportunity if you are not playing Christian music in your home, car and everywhere you spend time.  I like for music about my Jesus and our Father to permeate my dwelling.  If you do not know what kind of Christian music you should obtain, I would be glad to point you towards some options.  I implore you though; do not neglect this method of protecting yourself, your family and your property.  Drive the devil crazy.  And, of course, add your voice to the song.  It doesn’t matter if you can’t carry a tune in a bucket.  God loves your voice and it adds much power to this already awesome weapon.

The last weapon I am going share with you is praying in the Holy Spirit.  If you are Spirit filled, don’t deny yourself this powerful weapon.  Use it regularly.  If you aren’t Spirit filled and praying in tongues then get there.  Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you and to give you your own prayer language.  Get with a believer or minister and have them pray for you if you like.  Then start praying in the Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of Truth because he is the Spirit of Jesus and Jesus is the truth.  The devil, on the other hand, is a liar and the father of lies.  He hates the truth.  When you pray in the Spirit you are literally praying the Spirit of truth.  That’s strong.  And the devil has absolutely no defenses against praying in the Spirit.  It is prayer given by the unction of the Holy Spirit.  It is like having a private phone line between you and God.  The devil cannot even understand what you are saying.  Look, when you are at war you tacticians know that you must keep your battle plans secret.  So here is your secret code.  You can talk with God all day and the devil will never be able to interpret a word you say.

These are some of the weapons of God; you may even be able to think of others.  But the conclusion is that they make you strong.  No longer do you have to sit idly by while the devil does everything within his power to make your life miserable.  Now you have a quiver full of arrows that you can fire at him.  You are not vulnerable and defenseless if you decide not to be.  Nor do you have to stay on defense all of the time.  You’ve got some ammunition that you can lob back at the devil.  Don’t let him off so easy; start shooting back at him when he bothers you.  We are more than conquerors in Jesus so you don’t have to take it.  Jesus already defeated the devil.  Just remind him of it every chance you get.

1393. Tuesday, August 28, 2012

John 7: 48 - 49

“No one of the rulers or Pharisees has believed in Him, has he? But this multitude which does not know the Law is accursed.”

It is so funny to me how the same old lines are being used even after over 2000 years.  Isn’t that amazing?  This argument is used by secular critics against Christians and by learned Christians against laity and those in ministry with fewer credentials.  Even Jesus was criticized as an uneducated man even though his critics had to admit that he had acquired great knowledge (John 7: 15).  So watch this argument.  It is always meant to put someone down as it elevates the speaker.  It is meant to divide the learned from the unlearned, the wise from the foolish and the intelligent from the simple.  But in my experience, it is almost always the one making that statement that has something to learn and is intimidated by the wisdom of the other.

You have heard people say that Christianity is for the foolish and uneducated.  They think we have adopted Christianity because we are fearful and unenlightened.  Oh how wrong they are.  Who among us is really unenlightened and driven by fear?  They try to justify their unbelief by suggesting that they are people of greater intellect than we.  In our eyes they compliment themselves to their own discredit.  

But those people are not a threat to you.  Their ignorance and self-aggrandizement are sending them to hell when all we want is to give them a train ticket out of doom and into glory.  The ones you need to watch are those in the church that like to put down others.  That is the setting in which this verse takes place.  It was people of the church putting down those who believed in Christ.  They were saying that none of those who are educated and wise are following this Jesus.  Only those of the ignorant masses believe him to be the Christ.  But you see how wrong they were.

We have people of that same spirit in the church today.  They want to put down others and they do it by hypocritically elevating themselves.  Listen, I believe in education.  I also believe in each one of us reading our Bibles every day.  It is only the wisdom from on high that frees people from bondages.  So whether you are a Pharisee among Pharisees, the most educated of all or a person with little formal training in the scriptures the key is trust in the Father and in obeying His instructions

Jesus didn’t have all the right credentials either but he had the one credential that made all of the difference, the Holy Spirit of God.  You too have this same Holy Spirit; the very same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead.  Therefore, don’t let anyone put you down.  There are a lot of dead people whose entire relationship with God is intellectual.  God doesn’t live in our brains.  He lives in our hearts.  No matter who you are or how much education you have, you can receive a brand new revelation of God today.  The Holy Spirit has been sent to you for just that purpose.  Decide in your heart to follow the fruit like the people 2000 years ago did.  They knew there was something about this Jesus even though their church leaders told them otherwise.  You have wisdom from above.  Don’t let anyone make you doubt it and remember, “God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise” (1 Cor. 1: 27).  So when they call you foolish or unwise just smile knowing that you have been chosen by God to receive all wisdom and knowledge.  You can’t help it if the naysayers just can’t understand. 

1394. Wednesday, August 29, 2012

Hebrews 4: 16

Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.

I was praying recently when this verse hit me in a different way.  Typically confidence is the loudest word in the verse to me.  In that respect it is about us boldly entering the throne room of our Father; of our knowing that His throne room is a welcome place for us.  This time, however, I saw in this verse the encouragement for us to come into God’s presence in order to receive.

I think that for many of us our prayer time is characterized by us doing a lot of talking.  I suspect that few of us enter His throne room in silence.  Yet, I think if we really walked into God’s throne room, if we really had a revelation of being in His presence, we would be considerably quieter.  I think that we would want to hear what He has to say.  For the most part, prayer seems to be about getting something from God.  I am not saying that is as it should be but it probably does reflect the reality.  So, if one enters God’s presence in order to receive, wouldn’t it be wise to be quiet and let Him speak.  This verse beckons us to enter our Father’s inner chamber.  He wants us to enter with boldness as one’s who belong but He also wants to impart wisdom, help, grace and instruction to us while we are there.  He has the answers to all of our questions and all of our problems but we seem to make it difficult, if not impossible, for Him to communicate the answers to us.

When you pray, therefore, first quiet your mind and visualize the throne room of God.  See God on His throne but make sure that in your mind’s eye you see Him as very approachable.  See yourself entering this room and walking straight up to God in order to talk to Him.  I usually crawl up in His lap.  I am going to see my Dad after all.  Hear yourself say, “Hey Dad!”  Remember, He isn’t sitting on the judgment seat.  He is sitting on His throne.  His throne is His desk chair.  Imagine a child entering her Father’s office.  Tell Him the things which are on your mind, sure, but remember that you are supposed to receive when you enter your Father’s presence.  So allow yourself to rest in that place and be still.  Listen and receive instruction but also grace and love and all else that you need.  This isn’t the place for you to do all of the talking.  It is a place where your Father can bless you.  Be still and receive.

1395. Thursday, August 30, 2021

Hebrews 7: 25

Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

Jesus is still working today.  He is praying for you daily.  Isn’t that some good news?  Intercession is part of Jesus’ ministry and because it is part of Jesus’ continuing ministry, then it is a portion of the ministry of the church too.  

Intercession, according to the American Heritage Dictionary, means “entreaty in favor of another.”  That is what Jesus is doing for you and me today, making entreaty to the Father on our behalves.  He is seated at the right hand of the Father making petition for you.  He can do a better job of praying for our needs than we can.  Besides, Jesus said that God already knows what we need even before we pray (Matt. 6: 8).  I guess so; Jesus is informing Him all of the time.    But now let me ask you this, what does that mean for your prayer life?  I wonder if we need to pray for ourselves quite as much knowing that Jesus is praying for us.  Once you understand this dynamic praying about our needs and wants does not have to occupy the greater portion of our prayer time.

So, what does that leave for our prayer time?  If we are following in Jesus’ footsteps and we are completing the work of his ministry then we are intercessors also.  We can pray for the needs of others.  Really, this is our job.  Praying for others is a great part of the ministry to which we are all called.  “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people — for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2: 1 – 4 NIV).

Paul says that praying for others is “good” and that it pleases God.  That ought to provide motivation.  I am sure that we all want to please God.  Each day we ought to be praying for our political leaders, our bosses, church leaders and for everyone else who is in a position of authority.  Then we should be praying for those who are yet unsaved.  We need to pray for all of these people daily.  Paul teaches us that this is the way for us to live peaceful and quiet lives.

You are called to intercession, to be an intercessor.  You are called to make entreaties for others.  So don’t say that you do not have a calling on your life.  You do.  And it is a very important call.  Really!  It cannot be minimized.  Your prayers for you church leaders are vital.  Prayers for public officials are critical.  We can change the world.  Prayer works!  Make a commitment to begin today to fulfill your commission as an intercessor.  We need YOU!

1396. Friday, August 31, 2011

1 Kings 8: 56

Blessed be the Lord, who has given rest to His people, Israel, according to all that He promised; not one word has failed of all His good promise, which He promised through Moses His servant.

There are two messages in here (at least) but they combine also.  The first is that God, our Father, gives us rest.  The second is that none of His promises have ever failed.  When you combine them I think you get this message.  God’s people can sleep, rest and be at peace because none of God’s promises have ever failed.

You can rest knowing that not one word of God’s has ever failed.  All that God has ever said is true and will never fail you.  I saw a man on television this week who has written a book chronicling his outrageous and out of control anxiety.  The man lives in a constant state of anxiety, his life is ruled by it.  I felt compassion for him.  That is not how life is supposed to be.  That is not how God designed our lives.

The apostle Paul wrote, “Be anxious for nothing” (Philippians 4: 6).  How can that be?  How can we be anxious for nothing?  The answer is in the remainder of the verse where Paul wrote, “… but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”  In other words, because of God’s grace and His loving care for us, we need not worry about anything.  We cast our care on to Him by letting our requests be made known to Him.  Then we move on, not worrying, not even thinking of it anymore except to praise Him and thank him for taking care of the situations of life.

You can enter into the rest of God because you have rolled the cares of life over onto Him.  Every promise He has ever made is effective and enduring.  You can rest knowing that God has already made provision for your every need and Jesus is sitting at the right hand of the Father making intercession for you.
Labor Day

1397. Tuesday, September 04, 2012

John 9: 1, 6 – 7

And as He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. … He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied the clay to his eyes, and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent).  And so he went away and washed, and came back seeing.

The prize of obedience is blessing.  So many times we talk about the price of obedience but perhaps we should instead focus on the prize of obedience.  When we obey God good things happen in our lives.

God isn’t trying to get something from you; He is trying to get something to you.  If you remember this one simple little saying it will really help you in your obedience.  This statement shows the revelation of a loving God.  Some people are so confused about God’s personality or nature but we know His nature because the apostle John revealed it to us in 1 John 4: 8 when he wrote, “God is love.”  When one understands God’s nature then one also begins to comprehend that when God requires something of us it is in order to move a blessing to us.  Obedience will always bring something good to us.

God may require you to give something away.  Never despise God’s directive for you to give something.  I have learned from personal experience that He is trying to bestow a benefit upon you.  Move quickly to obey Him so that the blessing can be delivered to you.  The longer you delay, the longer you are holding up your own blessing.

Also be quick to obey when God gives you something to do.  Again, God is attempting to bless you so be quick to obey.  Think of the blind man that Jesus encountered in this passage.  What would have happened if the man did not obey and go to the pool of Siloam and wash?  I imagine this was no small feat for a blind man.  Did he have someone that could lead him?  I don’t know but one can certainly believe that Jesus’ command imposed a burden on the man.  What if he just sat back down after Jesus left and complained, “I thought he was going to heal me but instead he is running me all over town.  Well, I am not going to do it.  He is just making a laughing stock of me.”  There is an almost unlimited litany of self-talk sentences the blind man could have indulged in but thankfully for him and for us he obeyed.  The prize of obedience was sight.

What have you asked God for?  God may be asking you to plant a seed of obedience, a seed that will mature as your harvest.  Are you bargaining over the price?  Are you listening to His voice telling you that something is required of you?  Or perhaps God told you something to do some time ago and you have put it off.  Whatever your situation let me advise you.  Listen to the voice of the Lord speaking to you and if He is telling you something to do or something to give rush to obey.  There is a blessing imbedded in that obedience.  Don’t be blind.  Go; do as you have been told.  The prize is opened eyes. 

1398. Wednesday, September 5, 2012

Psalm 89: 26

He will cry to Me, “You are my Father, My God, and the rock of my salvation.”

Some time ago a dear friend of mine asked me why I so often refer to God as “Dad.”  I responded that Dad reflects my relationship with Him.  The truth of the matter is that we have a multi-faceted relationship with Yahweh, God, the great I AM.  This verse reflects that reality.

Most of us have a revelation of Yahweh as “God” or “The Lord.”  He has many names and He assumes many roles in our lives.  He is our healer, our provider, our Lord, and so on.  There are whole books on the names that God has assumed in the lives of His people.  Today’s verse points, I think, to the basic roles that He fills in our lives.  He is God Almighty, the creator of heaven and earth, the all wise and powerful one.  He is our Lord whom we reverence and worship.  He is the all sufficient one.  He is worthy of all of our adoration and our praise.

Secondly, He is our salvation.  He has saved us not only from an eternity of damnation, but He is our rock and savior from every adverse circumstance and bondage.  Praise God we are saved.  Again, this is a familiar and comfortable role in which we relate to God.

But He is also our Father.  He is our Dad.  This is the revelation with which people struggle.  It is certainly the one that I had trouble with but also that I needed the most.  We need intimacy with Him.  We need a personal relationship.  And this is the place where I hang out the most these days.  This is where I get fed and can talk to Him about even the most mundane things.  And you would be surprised how He helps me with even small, very small things.  Sometimes I want His advice on what I should eat for lunch.  He helps me when I go grocery shopping.  He is always with me when I ride my bike.  There are literally hundreds of times I speak to Him about the simple and small things in my life.  

It is also in this intimacy where He can help me with the sticky things in life.  Oh yeah, I am so happy to go to church and worship Him or even to praise and adore the God of the universe in my study but it is my Father who has wrought the big changes in me.  It is Dad that picks me up when I scrape my knee.  It is He who has encouraging, uplifting words when I need forgiveness for my latest blunder.  

Even the heathen know Him as God.  The demons and Satan recognize El Shaddai.  But only His kids know Him as Dad, Father.  He didn’t send His son here to die on a cross so that we would recognize His sovereignty.  He sent Jesus, His only child, in order to gain more children.  His desire is for you to know Him as Daddy.  That is the singular revelation that sets people free.  When the God of the Universe, Elohim, the sovereign, mighty creator is your Dad, you get a new perspective.

If you cannot honestly say that you know and are comfortable with God’s Father side, or that you can relate to Him as your Dad, then pray and talk to Him about it.  Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the Father to you.  Seek God, the Father.  Seek out and come to know your Dad.  You will gain an entirely new perspective and believe me, your life will never be the same.

1399. Thursday, September 6, 2012

Mark 4: 15

And these are the ones who are beside the road where the word is sown; and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word which has been sown in them.

Have you ever wondered why we have not grown as Christians the way you might expect?  Satan is a vigilant thief.  He is watching, seeing where the Word has been sown.  If we do not guard that Word that was sown into us, he is quick to steal it from us.  This is why the body of Christ still has so many babies.  We must be as vigilant as Satan or he will rob us blind.

This is another reason that Sunday morning worship service is not enough to sustain Christians.  Satan is going to be there Monday morning stealing what you pastor sowed into you on Sunday.  Only continuing in prayer and study will nurture and water that seed that was sown into your heart.  And Bible studies or devotions cannot replace time spent in the Word.  It is the Word which has power.  That is why the devil wants to steal the word from you.  Jesus is telling us plainly how the devil intends to defeat us.  He will steal the Word from us.

As evidence of this look around you at the Body of Christ.  Notice how devoid of the Word of God many of our services and institutions are.  Satan is not coming around trying to steal Sunday’s sermon from you.  He is wants to steal away from you the Word of God.  Only the Word is a threat to him because it is the power of God.  Only the Word of God is going to give you victory over him.  And that is why he is going to be quick to steal it if he can.

If you only spend five minutes a day reading your Bible then it will be five minutes invested in your own security and success.  If you will do this you will find many reasons to want to spend even more time in the Word because in there you will find your Father, your big brother and the divine spirit of Jesus.  You will draw closer to the trinity and your life will benefit so greatly from that relationship.

I heard a story recently about how things can go wrong in life.  As I listened I was so grateful for my relationship with God because those are the kinds of issues I just do not have to deal with any longer.  God is my rock and my stronghold.  He protects and saves me.  And He is changing me through His Word and that is the best news of all.  The stress that people live with and the deceit and secrets that they hide are driving them to their graves, but it does not have to be that way.  God has provided for us. When I see people with those challenges I just want them to know that God has provided peace for us.  He has provided answers.

Satan is a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.  He wants to steal your peace, your money, your relationships and everything else of value.  Your defense and your weapon is the Word of the living God.  Don’t let Satan steal the Word from you.  Refresh yourself with the Word daily.  

If you are not reading the Bible daily, start small.  Get an easy to read Bible.  My preferred version is the New American Standard.  The NIV isn’t quite as accurate but it reads easily too.  I know most of us were raised with the King James but don’t handicap yourself by trying to understand the Bible and Elizabethan English at the same time.  Why would you do that to yourself?  Do you remember High School?  How much did you enjoy the Canterbury Tales?  Make it easy on yourself.  We are no longer paying homage to King James of England.  We won our independence so get an easy to read Bible and read for five minutes a day.  Begin with reading the gospels.  Start with Matthew 1: 1.  Then when you want a bit more, add a proverb a day, then a psalm a day.  After you have read Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, the psalms and the proverbs then go back and read the gospels again.  Those six books, the gospels plus psalms and proverbs will be your first anchor.  Then next read the book of Acts and the letters of Paul.  Paul’s letters will provide another anchor point for you.  

And if you are so busy that you think you do not have five minutes a day to read the Bible, cut something out of your schedule.  You are too busy.  Life is in the Word so don’t kill yourself by running too fast to get some life.  Also, get a paperback New Testament and put it in your bathroom.  You are going to spend some time there for sure.

I know this is long today.  I apologize.  But I am desperate to see your life enveloped in the love, protection and victory of our Father.  It is all there for you and I want you to have it.

1400. Friday, September 7, 2012



Psalm 103: 1 – 2

Amplified

Bless (affectionately, gratefully praise) the Lord, O my soul; and all that is [deepest] within me, bless His holy name!   Bless (affectionately, gratefully praise) the Lord, O my soul, and forget not [one of] all His benefits—

I remember when this verse came alive for me.  I was surprised that I could bless God.  What a great thing that is!  The Amplified version of this verse really points out how we can bless our Father.  His blessing is in your affection and your gratefulness.

What parent isn’t blessed when their children are thankful?  Well, our Father is no different in this regard.  He enjoys your thankfulness.  He is willing to do everything for us.  He is going to be gracious to us whether we express our gratefulness or not but giving thanks to Him is one way that you can bless the Father.

And, of course, He enjoys your affection.  He does not grow tired of you telling Him that you love Him and appreciate Him.

You’ve got two ways now to bless the Lord.  Enjoy using them.

1401. Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Psalm 77: 12

I will consider all your works and meditate on all your mighty deeds.

This is a great scripture all by itself but there is more underneath this and other meditation scriptures than you may be aware of.  If you look in your Strong’s concordance, use an online search engine or other resource you will find that there are many scriptures regarding meditation.  So, God must be trying to tell us something.  In Joshua 1: 8 God tells us that if we will meditate on His word our way will be prosperous and we will have success.  But don’t think of prosperity and success solely in terms of money.  You cannot be truly prosperous unless you are successful in each area of your life.  That would include your health.

I spent the greater part of Monday morning listening to two presentations.  One was on diet, nutrition and weight loss.  The other was on the success of Chinese medicine.  Interestingly enough there was some commonality between the two because the Chinese use food items to promote health and for cures and they have been very successful in their practice.  One of the healthy practices that was suggested was meditation.  The presenters gave data from studies that suggested that people who meditate are healthier.  I was struck by the fact that God has been telling us to meditate literally for thousands of years.

I have experienced this phenomenon many times over recent years.  People attempt to expose and claim some new wisdom or newly discovered knowledge only to find that it has been in the Bible or Torah for thousands of years.  Another example of this is fasting.  Modern day physicians and nutritionists often suggest fasting occasionally.  Well, God taught about the fast millennia ago.   Philosophy, nutrition, medicine, etc., they all have this in common.  

I used to attend hot yoga classes.  At the end of the class as everyone is relaxing the instructor would read some quote, often taken from an eastern religion and it would almost seem to me that we as a western society were abandoning our Judeo-Christian heritage for the wisdom of these Eastern religions.  My spirit would cry out within me because many of the people in the room, both instructors and students, would think this quote was some great new revelation when I knew that God had given that wisdom to the Jewish prophets of old.  Literally this new revelation was thousands of years old.

One of the techniques that was discussed in regard to Chinese medicine was the healing power in the human touch.  So here we are, westerners, receiving this great revelation as an import from ancient China when God has been teaching the laying on of hands for healing all along.  In other words, the people who were presenting this information thought they had a great revelation for westerners and furthermore that this wisdom originated with the Chinese people.  But that is not the case at all.  This information, this wisdom, originated with God.  The Asians have just been much better at listening and adhering to it than the west.  Our religion came out of the east originally.  Remember, Jesus was a Jew and his disciples preached the gospel throughout all of Asia.

So my point is this … God is not commanding us to read our Bibles because He wants to impose a hardship on us or impose rules.  He is trying to set His people free but we are so hard-headed and lazy that it is a real struggle to get wisdom to us.  We are too busy to be wise.  We cannot take the time to receive the wisdom of God because of the demands on us.  I don’t know about you but to me that sounds down-right stupid.  We need to wake up.  God has given us this precious document.  It has in it the wisdom of the ages.  Everything we need for life is in that book.  It is the “Word of God.”  How is it that we are so smart that we ignore the Word given by the Almighty Himself?

So when I continue to harp on reading the Word just remember, God is trying to set you free, make you prosperous and successful in every area of your life.  He is attempting to make you healthy, wealth and wise.  Desire the Word.  Crave the Word.  It is life to those who find it.

1402. Wednesday, September 12, 2012

1 John 2: 5 – 6

[B]ut whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected.  By this we know that we are in Him: the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.

We live in the age of grace rather than law.  We have been redeemed from the curse of the law through Jesus, the Christ, the anointed one.  None the less, there are some signs which should follow Christians.  If we love him, we should keep his word and we should walk as he walked.  Does that sound like a tall order?  Do you believe that you are accomplishing this directive?

Most of us would say God still has some work to do in us.  But that is the good news itself.  It is God who accomplishes the work in us.  If you think you are falling short of John’s image of a Christian then your response is not to try harder or to bend your will to this portrayal.  The scripture tells us that when the love of God has been truly perfected in us, then we will keep His word and walk according to his ways.  So the problem is that we do not yet have a completed revelation of the love of God in us.  His love is the answer; it is the perfector; not us or anything we do.

When we want to grow spiritually we need to spend time in the Word and in prayer.  In the Word we discover the Lord Jesus and we draw closer to Him.  In prayer, we allow Him to minister to our deep needs; we allow him to change us.  This process takes great humility.  It also takes dedicated time of you being alone with Jesus.  You will not achieve this kind of intimacy in your brief study periods.  You will need time when you can really search your heart and speak with him from the deepest parts of you.

Do not try to remake yourself.  It won’t work.  Yield yourself to the one who is the answer and the way.  He will cause you to change and grow.  His love is the tool which creates transformation.  Let him love you into the person you want to be.

1403. Thursday, September 13, 2012

Ephesians 5: 17

NIV

Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.

This statement was written by the apostle Paul and he seems rather adamant in his advice.  The Contemporary English Version states this position in an even more straight-forward way.  It says, “Don’t be stupid. Instead, find out what the Lord wants you to do.”  Well, I suppose that is plain enough.  This statement implies that there is something we can do or must do in order to understand God’s will for us.  Otherwise, wouldn’t God just tell us?  If there was nothing for us to do, then Paul would not have needed to make this statement.  So how can we know the will of God?

The revelation of God’s will comes by and through prayer.  When you need to hear God’s direction in a matter you must give yourself over to prayer.  I don’t say this is always easy.  It does, however, become easier with practice.  Prayer is like most things, we get better at it as we continue in it.  The key to hearing from God is quieting yourself.  Can you empty your mind?  It is very hard to hear God’s voice when your mind is active.  Can you discipline your body to be still for a length of time?  These can both be difficult but as we practice we improve.

Try to focus on an image, a thought or even a word to slow the turning of your mind.  I often picture the cross.  I read a book where the character focused on the image of a candle flame.  It has to be a quiet image though.  A roaring campfire will not have the same effect as a single candle flame.  Then when your body and mind are calm look inward to your heart of hearts rather than outward.  God is living inside of you and will speak to you from inside. 

Lastly, be determined to persist in prayer until you receive your answer.  Don’t be foolish Paul would say.  Stay in prayer until you hear from God.  Don’t pursue a course of action until you have heard from Him.  Wait on Him.  Don’t take advice and direction from the world but get that perfect advice from the Father who knows all things including the future.  Find out what God wants you to do.  Anything else is, well…

1404. Friday, September 14, 2012
Psalm 1: 1 – 3

How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!  But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.  And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season and it’s leaf does not wither and in whatever he does, he prospers.
Now that sounds like what we all want (and need) to be firmly planted by streams which bring all of our supply, to yield fruit, not wither and to prosper in everything we do.  It is a great promise!  It also is conditional.  The condition is that we must get our wisdom from the Lord.

Yesterday I wrote about finding out the will of God.  That discussion leads naturally to the topic of the source of your advice.  Hopefully we are all turning to the Lord as our source in all things but especially wisdom.  Clearly, the author of this psalm recognizes that we often do not take our direction from the Lord.  Truth be known, most of the time we don’t even bother to ask His opinion and on those occasions when we do, often we don’t wait to hear from Him.  If He doesn’t give us our answer in our time frame, then we just go off and do whatever we want.  This almost always ends in disaster.  How do I know?  I used to be the person most guilty of this.

One time I was going to buy a building to put my law practice in.  Everything looked pretty good.  The finances made perfect sense.  At the time I was renting space.  With the purchase I would be able to lease out a part of the new building which would pay the mortgage payment for me.  The building was in a good location; right down the street from my accountant in fact.  Every single detail made perfect sense.  I did pray about the purchase but frankly I wasn’t listening.  I moved forward on the building but there were a few bumps in the road which slowed things, fortunately.  And fortunately for me, I did have the counsel of a Godly person who was listening to God.  I ended up heeding the Godly counsel and not buying the building.  Within a year not only was I out of the practice of law but my accountant closed her shop too.  And the market crashed not long after that too.  The best laid plans of mice and men . . . . 

Even the best sounding human advice can be wrong.  It can make perfect sense and still be wrong.  Dad knows what you need and what your life will be like one month or 2 years from now.  He knows what changes your life is going to go through and where you need to be in order to benefit from those changes.  He knows where the pitfalls are and will lead you away from them.  Many, many times I have thanked Him that He steered me away from that building.  God knew the future.  He knew the market crash was coming.  He knew that my life was going to take a new direction.  He knows it all and thankfully He protected me from myself and all of the worldly advice I was receiving.

Take my advice on this; only receive counsel from two sources: from God and from Godly people who are praying.  Note that I did not say only Godly people or Christians.  That is not qualification enough.  Make sure the people that you listen to are taking their counsel from God.  If they aren’t, then you are walking in a landmine field.  Sometimes, like in my case, we need people who can hear from God when we cannot.  It is the meditation in the Word of God and prayer that brings wisdom and Godly wisdom is the only wisdom that is going to see you through. 

What is God trying right now to save you from?  What advice is He trying to get to you?  Re-read today’s verse.  Hear the Word of the Lord.  Seek His face.

1405. Monday, September 17, 2012

Genesis 1: 29

Then God said, “behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you.

I thought to take a little time this week to reveal to you a bit about food.  Food is a constant concern in our society so let us see what the Word reveals to us about what we are to eat.  First, though, I do not profess to be an expert and I do not suggest that this is an exhaustive search.  Neither do I wish to proclaim all of the answers for you.  My purpose this week is to reveal some of the scriptures which relate to food so that you can pray about them and meditate over them.  

We begin in the very first book and in the very first chapter.  God has just given the earth to His creation, humans.  He tells them that they are to rule over this planet and then he gives to them seed.  Then he tells them that all of these seeding plants provide food for them.  This occurs before mankind falls.  In other words, humanity is in its unfallen, perfect state at this point in time.  

Interestingly enough, at this juncture God does not say anything about eating meat.  Again, I am not making a suggestion.  I am just making observations.  In the next verse He gave every green plant for food to the animals and birds.  I just find this very interesting.  In heaven I suppose we will all be provided with heavenly food and that animals won’t have to hunt because we know that the lion shall lay down with the lamb.*  I suppose that means that the lion won’t be hungry.

There is a loaf bread called Genesis 1: 29 bread.  You might want to try it out.  It is really good.

* Go to www.biblegateway.com and look up these two verses.  You can look them up simultaneously.  I suggest you look them up in the NIV translation but you can also look up several translations at one time:  Isaiah 11: 6, Isaiah 65: 25.

1406. Tuesday, September 18, 2012

Genesis 9: 1 – 4

And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.  The fear of you and the terror of you will be on every beast of the earth and on every bird of the sky: with everything that creeps on the ground, and all the fish of the sea, into your hand they are given.  Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for you; I give all to you, as I gave the green plant.  Only you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.

the green plant.  Only you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.

So man fell and relinquished the kingdom to Satan.  Mankind became so decrepit that God literally washed it off of the face of the earth.  This language from God sounds quite familiar.  It sounds similar to what God said to Adam; as well it should for Noah and Adam were in similar circumstances.  God was starting over with Noah like He began with Adam.  Of course there is a great dissimilarity between these two also.  When God speaks these words to Noah, man has already bowed his knee to Satan.  This changes humanity forever.  Only the covenant purchased by Jesus restored humanity and that only for those who enter into his blood pact with him.

At what fundamental levels did mankind change after the fall?  We may not know all of those details until we get to heaven but clearly life changed for humanity.  Did it change our food source?  I don’t know.  Adam and Eve got kicked out of Eden so maybe the food source did change for humans.

1407. Wednesday, September 19, 2012

Leviticus 11: 1 – 3, 9, 13 – 19, 20 – 21

NIV
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Say to the Israelites: ‘Of all the animals that live on land, these are the ones you may eat: you may eat any animal that has a divided hoof and that chews the cud.  Of all the creatures living in the water of the seas and the streams you may eat any that have fins and scales.  These are the birds you are to regard as unclean and not eat because they are unclean: the eagle, the vulture, the black vulture, the red kite, any kind of black kite, any kind of raven, the horned owl, the screech owl, the gull, any kind of hawk, the little owl, the cormorant, the great owl, the white owl, the desert owl, the osprey, the stork, any kind of heron, the hoopoe and the bat.  All flying insects that walk on all fours are to be regarded as unclean by you.  There are, however some flying insects that walk on all fours that you may eat: those that have jointed legs for hopping on the ground.  

Again, I am not making any regulations or recommendations regarding what you should eat nor do I suggest that we are supposed to live under the Levitical priesthood.  I have included this passage because I think it is important historically, because some of you may have never read these passages or heard them preached and because there is still wisdom to be gleaned from them.  These words, though, were said to a disobedient people who did not and could not live under grace.  They had to be led by law.  We are under a dispensation of grace.  That means that we need to be led by the wisdom of God.  We have been redeemed from the curse of the law.  That does not mean that we cannot learn from this though.  Being redeemed from the law does not mean we are to act foolishly.  It is always good to be informed.

Also, as you may note from the cite above, I have left out all of the explanatory language, in the interest of space concerns, including only the declaratory statements.  For example Verses 6 and 7 exclude rabbits and pigs from the meat that was permissible to the Israelites as food.  I would most certainly recommend that you read verses 1 – 46 for your own education and edification.  It tells which insects you can eat and about not eating lizards.  Really, it is pretty interesting.  These are the instructions that the Lord gave to the Israelites.  He had to spell it out down to the last detail because they had proved they were unable to follow Him.  You, however, have Him living inside you.  Let Him lead you and teach you about the proper food for us to eat today.

1408. Thursday, September 20, 2012

Ezekiel 4: 9

Take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, millet and spelt; put them in a storage jar and use them to make bread for yourself.

As with all of these verses I think we need to look at the context in which they were written and pray over them asking God what His will is for us collectively and individually.  These words were specifically to Ezekiel but might they hold wisdom for us today?

My belief is that we do have a problem with our food source in America.  We need the wisdom of God in this area of our lives.  There is a product now called Ezekiel 4: 9 bread because it is made according to this verse.  It is a sprouted whole grain bread which is what conventional wisdom is telling us we should eat.  It is organic and has 4g of protein as well.   It is produced by Food for Life Baking Co., Inc. (I like the name).   They also make a bread they call Genesis 1: 29 after that verse. * I like both breads but if you are still eating white bread, they may take a little getting used to.  They make other bread products too, like tortillas.  The Ezekiel 4: 9 bread also has a low glycemic index which I know because I am looking at the wrapper (You’ve just got to read the bag this bread is packaged in for lots of amazing info).  The other products may be the same.  I don’t know. This isn’t intended as a commercial but I thought you should know about these choices because I want the best for you in every area of your life.  And at least there is a scriptural basis for these products.

Pray over your food, pray over your food choices but also let the Word inform you and stimulate your thinking.  God will always lead us in the right direction.  Of that I am 100% sure.

*These breads may be found in the frozen food section of most grocery stores.

1409. Friday, September 21, 2012

Psalm 104: 14


NIV
He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for people to cultivate—bringing forth food from the earth.

This much is clear, God meant for us to eat plants.  People are omnivores meaning we will eat almost anything.  Animals tend to either be herbivores, plant eaters, or carnivores, meat eaters.  But people and a few animals, like bears for example, eat both.

So far we have seen scriptures that do seem to suggest plant food for our diet.  We also saw in Leviticus that God allowed the Israelites to eat meat.  Yesterday we saw from Ezekiel 4: 9 that God not only allowed but actually instructed Ezekiel to eat bread.  Bread is one of those foods that receives a lot of bad press these days.  I wonder if it is because of the kind of bread we eat.  Perhaps if we ate Ezekiel 4: 9 or Genesis 1: 29 bread the nutritionists would take greater pleasure in our diet.  

One of the things I have noticed is that God does seem to direct us back to plant life.  Even the animals we are allowed to eat are linked back to plant life in that by Levitical standards we are allowed to eat animals that chew the cud.  Or, in other words, people can eat animals that eat grass.  Now, thinking this way, look back at today’s scripture.  Interesting, huh?  My guess is that the nutrients we need are in this plant stuff.  So, as much as we probably all hate it, I guess Mom was right.  Eat your vegetables!

1410. Monday, September 24, 2012

Acts 10: 10 – 16

But he became hungry and was desiring to eat; but while they were making preparations, he fell into a trance; and he saw the sky opened up, and an object like a great sheet coming down, lowered by four corners to the ground, and there were in it all kinds of four-footed animals and crawling creatures of the earth and birds of the air.  A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat!”  But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.”  Again a voice came to him a second time, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.”  This happened three times, and immediately the object was taken up into the sky.

There are two messages (at least) in this passage.  The central communication to Peter was that he was no longer to regard the gentiles as unholy for God through Jesus has called all peoples unto Himself and cleansed all Jew and gentile alike with the blood of Jesus.  Although that was the main purpose of the vision, God also communicated something about food.  Why did he use food as his analogy for teaching Peter not to condemn that which God has cleansed?  

The Jewish people of that day, as today, ate differently from the gentiles.  Food was one thing that distinguished them from others.  It is obvious from Peter’s reaction that food choices were very important to the Jews of that era.  As God drew all people together through Jesus, food was an issue that had to be reconciled and you will notice it as a topic in Paul’s writings as well.

We no longer live under the rule of the law.  We are supposed to live according to the dispensation of grace and be led according to God’s wisdom by the Holy Spirit.  What does that mean?  It means that those of us who were gentiles did not come under the grace and ministry of Jesus Christ just to be subjected to the curse of the law.  We are heirs of Abraham, not Moses; Abraham pre-dated the law.  So, even in our food choices, we are not bound by the Mosaic or Levitical law but rather we are to subject ourselves to the wisdom of God.  We are supposed to make wise food choices by the Spirit of God.  So while we are not bound by the law, per se, we are bound by wisdom.  That is to say that although you are free to enjoy your life, wisdom recommends that you don’t try to live on doughnuts and coffee.  It is now our responsibility to live according to wisdom.  And God gives His wisdom gladly and freely.  Some of that wisdom, no doubt, will reflect the astuteness of the Old Testament scriptures and some will allow you greater freedom than Old Testament saints enjoyed.  But God’s wisdom is always perfect and will lead you in paths for a better life.  

1411. Tuesday, September 25, 2012

1 Timothy 4: 3 - 5

3 [They] forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude; 5 for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.

Paul is writing here to Timothy his protégé.  He is speaking to the problem that arose regarding gentiles coming into the fold.  What were they to do with people who were never subjected to the law especially in that all who call Jesus Lord were supposed to be living under grace?  Some people wanted the gentiles to become Jews in the sense that the males should be circumcised and all should live according to Jewish custom; that included food choice and preparation.  Paul, though, understood the grace of our Lord Jesus.  He understood that none of us could be justified by our acts.

The principle that we must all understand as we attempt to balance New Testament grace with Old Testament law is that the law was fulfilled in Jesus.  That is not to say that it evaporated.  What are we to do, throw away all of the Psalms and Proverbs?  No, of course not.  That is ridiculous.  What it means is that those things are not a law unto us anymore justifying us or a way for us to get to heaven.  There is only one way to heaven.  Jesus.  Now we live through faith in Jesus Christ.  So do not throw away the wisdom of the Old Testament but at the same time, do not be bound by the curse of the law.  Be led by the Spirit of God into all understanding.  And, whether you choose to eat something that was forbidden under the old covenant or you eat only kosher, receive it with gratitude and sanctify it by the Word of God and prayer.  

I do not want you to be oppressed by the burden of the law.  On the other hand, I wish for us to use wisdom.  My personal philosophy is that we must get back to God foods by which I mean, food which God made rather than man.  That seems like wisdom to me but does it to you?  Grace means that I am not giving you a law.  It also means that what God tells me, He might not require of you because we now are all able to hear from God personally and He leads us individually.  I might not be able to eat the same foods as you.  This is the dispensation of grace; the ministry of the Holy Spirit rather than the letter of the law.

1412. Wednesday, September 26, 2012

Exodus 16: 4

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you.”

I am back to bread.  When the Israelites were stumbling around out in the desert grumbling and complaining about starving to death, God gave them bread.  As I wrote in an earlier Word of the Day, bread is much maligned these days.  And surely, nutritionists know more about food than I do but this is an interesting scripture.  Also, I have noticed that every culture seems to have its own bread.  When one is introduced to a new culture or studies a different culture, food is always one of the topics.  This is how I came to notice that each culture seems to have its own bread. 

Years ago while I was in Chicago, a friend of mine and I went to an Ethiopian restaurant.  I was intrigued by their bread.  It was flat and almost spongy.  I also came to enjoy Wasa bread, especially with tuna fish salad.  And there are many varieties of other flat breads.  I just find it interesting and notable that when God decided to rain food from heaven that He rained bread and that every culture seems to have developed a bread product.  After all, haven’t we been taught that bread is the staff of life?

So, I’m wondering again if it is that bread is bad for us or if it is our manufacturing of bread.  Perhaps it is more about what we have done to the natural food substances than anything else.  Maybe our sophistication is destroying our food source and us.  

No other animal seems to have trouble figuring out what to eat.  It seems every animal species knows whether it is carnivorous, herbivorous or omnivorous and that they just eat the right things for their bodies.  Why, mankind, the most intelligent of all creation, has difficulty figuring out what to eat is a curiosity.  So I try to imagine early humans, roaming the earth, having no food manufacturing facilities.  What would they naturally eat?  Didn’t God give us direction as he did the animals?  Surely He did.  So is our problem that we have just gotten too smart for our own good?

In the end I have more questions than answers but perhaps in those questions we begin to be led back to the light.  Only questioning minds find answers I suppose.  Perhaps these thoughts will stimulate you.  Maybe you will be the one that God speaks to.  Make sure you send me the answers, won’t you?

1413. Thursday, September 27, 2012

Exodus 16: 11 – 13

The Lord said to Moses, “I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God.’”  That evening quail came and covered the camp.

So it was that the Lord gave the Israelites both bread and meat to eat.    We saw in Psalm 104: 14 that He gave us vegetables to eat.  So in drawing conclusions for myself only, it seems that we can have a diet of meat, bread and vegetables.  Plant food was the first thing Father gave us.  That is what He gave Adam and Eve before the fall.  So, that might be the first food.  When the Israelites were travelling through the desert they obviously could not grow vegetables but God provided their means Himself and, as you see, He gave them bread in the morning and meat in the evening.  When you read these passages, including the passage from Ezekiel, you will see that He also told them how much to eat.  The Israelites were a stubborn and disobedient people.  How did that affect God’s food choices for them, especially with the constant travel?

The key question for me is what is our standing with God today and does our standing affect which foods He prescribes for us?  Well, I can answer the first part of that question.   We have been restored to our former likeness.  In Christ we are redeemed.  We are no longer that stubborn and disobedient people.  Further, we have been given the Holy Spirit of God so that we can have instructions tailored to us individually instead of God having to make rule after rule to guide a disobedient and dissatisfied people.  We have been born of freedom through Jesus.  Hallelujah!  But it is not freedom if we defy God and won’t listen to Him.  That is just stupidity and arrogance.  

God is providing for you today.  He wants to be your close and intimate helper.  He has given you the Holy Spirit to live with you.  If you are not praying when you go to the grocery store perhaps you should.  Jesus came to give us an abundant life that we can enjoy.  Eating right, providing your body with proper nutrition is important to the enjoyment of your life.

Tomorrow, the final word on food. 

1414. Friday, September 28, 2012

Matthew 4: 4

But He (Jesus) answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’”

John 6:32
Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven.

John 6: 35

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.

Mark 14:22  

The Lord’s Supper 

While they were eating, He took some bread, and after a blessing He broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take it; this is My body.”

At the end of the day it turns out that it is all about the bread, the bread from heaven.  But we no longer look to heaven for manna but rather for the bread of life.  Twice God has given humanity bread from heaven.  This last, Jesus the Christ, is the bread which heals, satisfies, restores and nourishes us even unto salvation and eternity.

When we eat of the bread of life, the other situations of life begin to resolve themselves.  If you are constantly in the presence of the Lord, then he will guide you into your food choices as well as every other choice you must make.  Jesus is the answer.  He is the way, the truth, the life and the light.  With him all things are possible.  Without him we can do nothing.

It’s always about Jesus, it always has been.  No matter the question, regardless of the problem, Jesus is always the answer.  As we feed on Jesus, the Word, we are nourished and filled.  Whatever challenges you are facing today, whatever questions you are pondering Jesus has an answer for you.  All you need is a little bread.  Take and eat of Him.  He is life to all who find him.

Additional reading: You will be blessed by reading the whole sixth chapter of John.

1415. Monday, October 1, 2012

Matthew 6: 9 – 13

Pray, then, in this way:

‘Our Father who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
10 ‘Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
11 ‘Give us this day our daily bread.
12 ‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 ‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’]

Have you looked recently at Jesus’ teaching on prayer?  We do not always know how to pray as we ought.  That is why Jesus sent us the Holy Spirit, so that he might lead us in prayer and pray through us.  None the less, it is enlightening to look back at what we call the Lord’s Prayer occasionally and review how Jesus taught us to pray.

This is easily an hour long teaching but let us just look at a few key points today.  First, notice that Jesus teaches us to ask for our daily bread.  He makes that request in a confident and assuming manner.  I get the vision of a warehouse full of food that is stockpiled for us.  It isn’t that we have to beg bread.  The provision has already been made.  We just go to the Father for our daily allocation.  It is already ours.  We need only receive.

This isn’t only about food, of course.  God has already made provision for our every need.  He has already laid up everything you need for every day.  That includes money to meet your bills and healing for your body.

Also, I want to point out that the debt that is referred to in Jesus’ prayer is sin.   We ask the Father to forgive our sin even as we forgive that which is done unto us.

Lastly, look at the structure of the prayer.  There is only one little portion of praying for our needs.  The beginning is glorifying and honoring God.  Then there is the prayer of agreement with the Father regarding His goals and desires.  Finally, a petition regarding restraining the evil one.  This is consistent with Malachi 3: 11 where God promises to rebuke the devourer for those who tithe.

There you have it; Jesus’ model on how to pray.  I might add that ending a prayer with thanksgiving isn’t a bad idea either and there is plenty of scriptural support for that as well.  Jesus sometimes began his prayer with thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving moves us into a place of honoring the Father and that is always a good thing.

1416. Tuesday, October 2, 2012

Psalm 119: 165

Those who love Thy law have great peace, and nothing causes them to stumble.

I am not sure what part of this verse is the greater blessing, living in great peace or not stumbling.  But then, I guess if one is not having occasion to stumble that might lead to peace.  In any event, these two promises sound like attributes of a great life.  And, not surprisingly, they are yours through your love of and devotion to the Word of God.

As a side note, since we no longer live under the law, but rather by grace in Jesus, then every time you see a verse like this one which ties a promise to the law, know that you can replace “law” with the Word.  Jesus has become our substitute for the law and He is the Word.

This I will promise you, when you pursue the Word, peace will find you.  Jesus said that he left his peace here for us (John 14: 7) so it makes sense that when you pursue him you find his peace.  Not only peace, however, you find great peace.  That is truly wonderful.  We are all in need of “great peace” and now we know how to acquire it.  Seek the Lord.  Learn to love his word and your days of stumbling will be replaced with years of great peace.

1417. Wednesday, October 3, 2012

John 15: 12 – 17

 “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.  You are My friends if you do what I command you.  No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.  This I command you, that you love one another.”

One day I was in search of a message so I prayed about what to teach on.  I asked the Father for the most important message He wanted shared.  He gave me love.  Love is the single most important topic to the Father.  It is the message He wants spread.  So, when you think about that it is no surprise that the one commandment that Jesus gave us is to love.

In the same breath Jesus told us to bear fruit so that whatever we ask of the Father He may give us.  So, for whose benefit did Jesus give us this love commandment?  We think of it as an imperative on us for the benefit of others but this verse does not lead to that conclusion.  The conclusion one would have to draw from these verses is to love one another so that the Father may bless you.

The whole truth is a bit in the middle.  When you abide in love or bear the fruit of love, you are abiding in the Father because He is love.  You are living in His will.  You then pray prayers which are according to His will and He fulfills them.  You receive great joy and peace because you are in the will of your Father.  So, it really is in your best interest to love.  Love moves you into a place of comfort.

But it is one thing to tell you to love others and quite another to do it.  And many times we do receive messages without instructions on how to accomplish them.  So I want to give you the practical instructions as well as direction.  This love comes about by being in the presence of God.  The closer you draw to God, the more your life becomes an expression of Him, therefore an expression of love.  Nothing will replace those quiet times with God for increasing your relationship with Him.  For me I find Him in the Word.  Then I find it easy to move into prayer in regard to what I have received from the Word.  From there, I discover the Father remaking my heart.  I feel Him moving in me and ministering His love to me.  He touches the deep places in your quiet times.  For myself, I do not move into these intimate spaces in just a moment.   Sometimes I have to give God more time.  But as He changes me, the more of His love is manifested in my life.  Then Jesus and God’s love become the expression of my life.  Jesus begins to show through me increasingly instead of all of my flaws.

So, in conclusion, we must first allow God to love us.  Through love He will heal and transform us.  Then we become extensions of His love, loving others with the love He has given us.  As we abide in love our lives become increasingly filled with all of the good things in life including peace and joy.  Everything you ever need or have ever wanted can be found in the love of God.  Allow His love to fill you and you will become the expression of His love to others.
1418. Thursday, October 4, 2012

1 John 5: 2 – 3

By this we know that we love the children of God: whenever we love God and obey his commandments.  For this is the love of God: that we keep his commandments.  And his commandments do not weigh us down.

This goes right along with yesterday’s verse, which brings up a good point.  Jesus taught to let every fact be established by the two or three witnesses.  Many Bible teachers therefore instruct us to look for agreement in the Bible.  In other words, if someone teaches a Biblical principle, it should be found to be consistent with other parts of the Bible.  Many times you will find that one verse dovetails with another.  By this we see that the principle is consistent with the theme of the Bible.

In today’s verse we are told that the commandments of God are not burdensome.  Well, we saw yesterday that following God’s commandments are in our best interest.  We also learn that loving others is the expression of our love for the Father.  Loving God is keeping His commandments and that means loving others.

Jesus told us that the greatest expression of love is laying down one’s life for another.  And, of course, that is exactly what he did for us.  Then he says that we are to love others “just as I have loved you.”  Well, I am not in a hurry to lay down my life for another.  Most of the time we won’t even give up a parking place, much less our lives.

But this is not a matter of law.  It is a matter of love, a matter of grace.  We keep God’s commandment to love not because He has commanded it but because we love Him.  His love compels us to acts which are beyond ourselves.

I love those moments when I act completely out of character and it is easy.  People will be amazed at your great kindness and love too because of the love of God in you.  His love just overflows out of you so that you do not have to exert any effort or will power.  It simply is His love in you flowing out to those around you.  Isn’t that beautiful?

So this is love: that He first loved us and now by Jesus’ sacrifice, we are able to love others, or that we have learned to let God love others through us.  This is the gospel.  This is the very essence of the Christian message.  For God so loved ….  

Allow God to fill you with His love so that you can be His instrument of love in your community.  This is His will for us all.

1419. Friday, October 5, 2012

Ephesians 2: 7

[I]n order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

You have undoubtedly heard countless questioning regarding why God created us and why He went to such extremes to save us when we were mired down in sin.  Perhaps you have wondered yourself.  Well, here is your answer.

God created children so that He would have someone to lavish His love upon.  God is love (1 John 4: 8).  What is the value of love if you have no one with whom to share it?  God is the ultimate lover because He is love, so He created us to be the objects of His love.  Your job, then, in the Kingdom of God, is first to allow the Father to shower you with love.  Can you do that?   

Well, it is not always as easy as it sounds.  Sometimes the injuries we have sustained in life have caused us to build walls around our hearts.  Then it becomes hard for us to love others or to receive love.  Part of the great news of the gospel is that our God is also a healer.  He has the ability to reach into our hearts and heal all of those old wounds.  He anoints them with the oil of His grace and deep affection and we are made whole.  O, hallelujah to the Lord of Glory who is rich in love and compassion.

Once we can receive the abundance of love that the Father has for us love begins to flow out from us.  We become ministers of His love to a hurting world.  Everyone needs love and encouragement.  Even the people whom you know who “have it all together” still need words of encouragement occasionally.  God has provided that encouragement in His deep and abiding love.  It all begins with understanding that we are the objects of His love.  Once we come to that realization we feel safe to open even the deepest parts of our spirit to Him.  He fills us to overflowing and we begin to become like Him, beings of love.  We become the manifestation of His love.  Isn’t that wonderful?  And through you God will heal the brokenhearted.  It all works because He first loved us.

1420. Monday, October 8, 2012

Habakkuk 2: 4

Behold, as for the proud one, his soul is not right within him; but the righteous will live by his faith.

I was with another minister recently and he talked a bit about pride and what a downfall it creates for us.  Imagine my surprise when a day later in my own reading time I ran across this verse.  It seemed to speak aloud to me.

We have grown into a very proud people.  There is a kind of pride which is okay.  That is the kind of pride which comes from love and honor.  This pride that the Bible speaks of as a detrimental attribute is that which is self-oriented, it is self-promoting elevating itself above other people.  In another sense, we have become so prideful that we are even too big for God.  We elevate ourselves to His level, at least in our minds.  I would guess that every generation has been guilty of this kind of self-aggrandizement. 

God warns us about it in this passage because this attitude is not good for us.  First of all, it puts all of the weight of our lives on our shoulders.  When we humble ourselves to God we allow Him to be God and to do all of the heavy lifting for us.  I think this is a better way for us to live.  We then live, work and move not in our own strength but rather in our faith in His ability.  Our effort and time just go into developing our faith in Him.  So, we can spend our time in prayer and worship while He prepares our way for us.

In the first chapter of Habakkuk there is another verse which goes along with this idea.  In verse 11 we read that those who rely on their own strength will be found guilty.  It even says that their own strength is their God.  You may have great strength, great intelligence or education but don’t put your trust in those things.  They are nothing without God.  Moreover, I have found that I am so much happier, lighter and more free now that I don’t rely on my IQ and education, the strength of my own hand or the force of my personality but rather lean on God’s much greater wisdom, intelligence and strength.  All of the pressure to perform and even to minister is off of me because He is the power and the source.  I am the hands and the mouth.  I like this arrangement and find that the stress level on me is reduced exponentially.  I am happy to get smaller and smaller and at the same time allow Him to be manifested more greatly than ever.  Believe me, your shoulders and your back will thank you if you heed this advice.  Let your strength be the Lord.  Let your pride be in the strength of His might.

The righteous shall live by faith rather than the sweat of their brow.  Don’t be so big in your sight that you miss the good life Jesus promised you.  Don’t look to your own skills but rather yield them to the Lord.  You will perform better, it will be easier and God will even make you look good too.  Relax.  Spend your time with God and then let Him be God.  You are really going to be glad you did.   You will add length of days to your life and joy multiplied.

1421. Tuesday, October 9, 2012

1 John 5: 4

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome – our faith.

Are you born of God?  If you have accepted Jesus as your Lord and savior then you have been born again and this time you were born of God.  So, that means that you are a world overcomer?  Now, here is the question, what in your world needs overcoming?  What challenges are you facing?

The righteous shall live by faith.  That faith is the victory that overcomes the world.  God has completely provided for your victory.  Your faith, that is the faith you have in Him, is the power you need to overcome every obstacle in life.  

When you read above that everyone born of God overcomes the world, it is referring to all of the problems and challenges people face in the world.  But you are not of the world because you have been born again and this time you were born into the Kingdom of God.  Your birthright is overcoming power.  This principle does not stand for the idea that we are above other people or that God’s power is for overcoming people.  We don’t put down others.  We love them.  But this new birth by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ does set us apart.  We are no longer of the world so the world no longer has a claim on us.  We are meant to rise above the problems of this world and live the abundant life that Jesus told us in John 10: 10 that he came to give us.  We come to live by our faith.  Our faith becomes the substance of our life.  We invest our lives in God through Christ and his Spirit.  We live our lives through him even as he lives and moves through us.

Don’t let the world frighten you.  Don’t let the problems of this world weigh you down.  Call your Christian buddies, go to dinner with them and encourage one another.  Remind yourself and them that Jesus has already overcome the world and given his victory to you.  That is why we can gladly sing ‘Victory in Jesus.’  He is our victory having defeated hell itself for you.  Now, just put your faith and trust in the Lord and overcome the world.

1422. Wednesday, October 10, 2012

Romans 12: 3

God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

God requires us to live by faith.  We also know that our victory is in our faith.  God has knitted   together a method by which we can live victoriously and that is by living by our faith in Him through Jesus.  God established the perfect plan and He even provided us with faith we need to implement His plan for us.  He has measured out to every person a quantity of faith.

When Adam bowed his knee to Satan it messed up the whole earth.  But God went to work immediately to put into a place a strategy by which He could redeem and save His kids.  He was not going to let the devil steal His family from Him.  As you read your Bible you see God’s perfect plan unfolding.  He created a way for us to overcome the schemes of the devil and then gave us the material we need for victory.  Everything you need is in Jesus.  God has provided.  He foresaw your needs and made the perfect way for those needs to be met.

God’s plan is perfect and it was made for you.  He has already anticipated tomorrow’s need.  Just draw closer to Him day by day.  Allow Him to lead you in the perfect way He has crafted for you.

1423. Thursday, October 11, 2012

Romans 12: 2

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

About two months ago I was reading this passage when I heard something different.  Many of us know this scripture and can recite it from memory.  For me though, I always stopped at the word “mind” when I recited it.  Sometimes when I know a scripture pretty well, I am disinterested in reading it during my reading time.  I get this “yeah, yeah, yeah” attitude and brush by it.  Well, one of the most interesting things about the Word is that it is alive.  The same old verse that you have read a hundred times can show you something new on the 101st reading.  So, that is what happened with me and this verse recently.  The second half of the scripture came out louder than the first.  So, this is what it said to me.

We all want to know God’s will for our lives.  We often need to know His will for a particular situation.  The way to know His will generally or for a specific need is to renew your mind.  If you think the way the world thinks or the way people of the world think you are doomed.  Our life in Jesus allows us to live apart from the world.  We live, instead, by grace according to the ways of the Kingdom of God.  We live by faith rather than by fear.  

There is only one methodology for renewing one’s mind.  It is through spending time in the presence of God.  How do we do that?  First of all, through the Word.  Secondly, in prayer.  And last but most certainly not least, in meditating on the Word.  So look at how this might happen.  Say tomorrow morning you read a scripture and a particular question occurs to you or a certain idea is represented in that scripture.  The next thing you do is talk with your Father about it during your prayer time.  He will answer you.  Be still and listen.  Then you are going to want to meditate on what He says.  When you put that scripture together with what the Father says you will begin to perceive the emergence of a Biblical principle … and not only a Biblical principle but a life principle as well.  Then mull it over all day.  Keep returning to it and thinking about it.  God will continue to develop the thought.  It will grow in breadth and depth and you will have a deep, God given revelation of your own.  Believe me, that will renew your thinking.  You will never think the same way again.  Your mind has been renewed by the Word of God.  You are going to find your wisdom eclipsing the world around you because you are now thinking God’s thoughts.  And it is really great.

Be renewed in your mind and you will find that God is able to reveal His knowledge, His wisdom and His will to you.  His will is His Word and you can know His perfect plan for you every day by training your mind to think God thoughts instead of worldly thoughts.

1424. Friday, October 12, 2012

Romans 12: 17 – 18

Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.  Respect what is right in the sight of all men.  If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.

There are some verses in the Bible that, frankly, it would be more comfortable and convenient if God would remove them.  And that is the problem with being a Bible person, you must deal with the uncomfortable one’s and you must do so honestly.  This verse is one of those unpleasant scriptures.

Face it, there are times in life when someone just does you wrong.  It is bewildering.  Perhaps you have always been nice to that person.  Maybe you are the only one who does treat them well but then they act out to you.  You deserve better but this is what you get, a rude, ugly person who seems intent on making your life miserable.  Well, join the club and be in good company because we have all had to deal with these unlovely folks.

When you encounter one of these people, just look to Jesus.  He certainly had to deal with persecution.  All he wanted to do was to love people and help them.  He said that he came to earth to give us a good life (see John 10: 10 Amp.).   Look how people hated him and how they treated him.  Even his own family called him crazy and wanted to have him put away as a lunatic.  And yet, in the midst of being hated, in the midst of being ill-treated he gave up his life for those people.  When we didn’t love him, when we loved our sin rather than him, he laid down his life for us.  Can you hear that truth at a deeper level today?  While you hated God and didn’t love Jesus, they gave all they had for you.  

So how are we to treat the ugly people in our lives?  Now you understand why I don’t like this verse.  God has called me to love them in an active (rather than passive) way even when they are being mean and ugly to me.  It’s not fair God!!!  No, it isn’t fair but it wasn’t fair when He put His son on a cross for us either.  We must do our best to love these folks into the kingdom of God.

Look, Christianity isn’t easy, who said it was.  And it is not a religion.  It is a lifestyle, a way of being but that doesn’t even begin to say it all.  It really is like our DNA gets changed when we give our lives over to God.  We are aliens in this world.  This is not our home.  We are different and we are supposed to behave differently than the world.  We are called to love those who revile us rather than fight them or have our revenge.  We are supposed to perform acts of love to those who maltreat us.  Does that make sense?  Not if you think as the world thinks but if you will turn your face to God and let Him minister to you and through you, you will find that He will give you the strength to love the unlovely.  He will even give you joy in the doing.  I don’t know how He does it but it is true.  Once you quit fighting with Him about the fairness of the thing and complaining about how they treated you, then He can begin to show you His way of thinking.  And He will reward you for your obedience.  I think obedience is its own reward but that is not His way.  He likes to pour out a blessing on you.  It is just His nature.

I know that what I am proposing to you today is difficult and I know all of the arguments about why it’s not fair and doesn’t feel right.  I have felt all of the emotions, made all the claims.  But now I know the truth.  The only way these unlovely people are going to change is through the love of God.  It is the most powerful force in the universe and you have been given the right to wield this power.  So when you feel like calling down fire from heaven on someone remember what Jesus said to James and John in the same circumstance.  “You do not know what kind of spirit you are of” (Luke 9: 55).  In other words, you are of the spirit of love so we move by and through love.  Jesus could have French fried those soldiers that drove nails through his hands and feet but instead he prayed for them.  He asked God to forgive them.  So, pray for those people who are mistreating you.  Bake them a cake.  Go out of your way to love on them.  Speak to them in kindness and forgiveness.  I know they don’t deserve it but do something nice for them in Jesus’ name.  Make it a gift to him for his kindness.  Just pour your love for him onto them.  You are going to be amazed at the results.  Then write me and let me and let me hear your praise report.

1425. Monday, October 15, 2012

Psalm 105: 37

Then He brought them out with silver and gold; and among His tribes there was not one who stumbled.

The Amplified translation of the Bible says that not one among all of the tribes of Israel was feeble.  Imagine that!  Some people estimate that there were over one million Israelites but even if it was only 10,000 or 2,000 wouldn’t you still find it remarkable that none among them was sick or feeble.  If we had a group of 2,000 Americans even if it was diversified by age, how many among them do you think would have an infirmity of some kind?

My point is this.  There is great blessing in God.  And consider this; the Israelites were not walking in the new dispensation of the Christ.  We are in a much better position than they.  What was it about them that allowed them to receive the blessings of God?  They were a disobedient and complaining group of people but somehow they knew how to believe their God.  

Think of all the plagues that tormented Egypt.  The Israelites were spared the ravages of those plagues even though they lived amongst the Egyptians.  Even then, they understood that they were not of the world.  Though they lived in the world, they were a set apart people and they knew it.  They did not live as the people of the world lived.  When they were in the desert they were able to receive great blessings and miracles from God.  They got their bread from heaven and water from a rock.  When you read the account of their journey through the desert you will see that they didn’t even seem awed by God’s miracles on their behalf.  

There are many critical observations that can be made about the tribes of Israel.  They certainly stand as a testimony to us of some things not to do but there was also in them this incredible way of expecting and receiving blessings from heaven.  They understood that they were different than the rest of the world and they did not live according to the ways of the world.  Does that explain why they were able to receive God’s blessings?

In like manner, we are not of the world.  Yes, we live in the world and among people who are of the world but we must begin to recognize that we, like the Israelites, are a separated people.  We are not subject to the plagues and fears of the world because we have been set apart.  We have protection from the bad things of the world and access to the blessings of God.  For those non-Jews among us, I think we sometimes experience difficulty in realizing that we are no longer a part of the world.  We came out of the world and are no longer subject to its ways.  You may live in the same house as you did when you were part of the world but your salvation in Christ transported you out of the kingdom of death and into the kingdom of the Son of the Holy God.  The plagues are not for you.  But if you don’t realize this truth, you can put yourself right back under the curse.  Had the Israelites not put the blood of the sacrificial lamb on their doorposts they would have suffered the same calamity as the Egyptians.  But they did not live as the Egyptians did.  They lived according the word of the Lord and that obedience saved them.

You must first realize that you are now unique.  You are special.  And you are no longer a member of the world system.  Of course, you can choose to subject yourself to the ways of the world but why would you do that?  Once you realize that you are a separated people, then begin to ask yourself (and God) how that makes you different.  What are the privileges of your new citizenship?  How should you act; what should you expect?  Ultimately you must begin to see yourself through the eyes of the Word and adhere to the Word as your playbook.  It has the rules for living in the kingdom and if you will find yourself in there and make it the last word instead of the 6:00 news then you are going to find blessing and liberty.  

Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Accept your new citizenship and learn the laws of this kingdom.  Be not subjected to the curse of the world but rather liberated by the victory of Christ.  Don’t live like the world; don’t take your advice from the world.  How can those people advise you, they don’t know how to live in the Kingdom.  Don’t listen to the news channels.  That is not your news.  Yours is called the “good news” and it was purchased in the blood of Christ.  That is your truth.  You must begin to look to your God instead of the world.  Separate yourself.  Don’t receive the world’s diseases or calamities but rather hide yourself in your Lord.  He is your strength and your salvation, a stronghold and a mighty fortress.  He is your God.

1426. Tuesday, October 16, 2012

Jeremiah 23: 28

… let him who has My word speak My word in truth.

I cannot imagine that there should be much controversy over today’s scripture.  This is the primary role of a minister and I am confident that Christians want their ministers to deliver the Word from God in truth.  Ministers end up performing many other functions in the body of Christ but this is role appointed them by God, to deliver the Words that God gives them.  They must, therefore, study and pray in order to receive from God the message that He wants them to deliver.  The problem is that we do not always want to hear the truth.  And it can be very challenging to preach the truth when God has a hard message He wants delivered to His people.

There are several purposes driving the Word of the Day.  The greatest of these is to bring a fresh word from God.  My job is to study and pray so that I hear God and am sensitive to His leading.  Then I am to give those revelations to you.

One of the motivations behind the Word of the Day devotional is to be an encourager to you.  We all face challenges daily and everyone needs encouragement.  So sometimes I just ask Father to give me an encouraging word.  Another driving force is a desire to help you grow into all that God has for you.  There is so much God has for His people but so many times we live well below the standard of living that He has for us.  I also am called to give you the weapons of warfare and teach you how to use them so that the devil will no longer oppress you.  And routinely I send you a scripture that is intended to call you into a deeper walk with your Father.  I know that if you will seek God with all your heart and develop that close, intimate relationship with Him then you will have victory in your life.  And this I want for you.

Like all other ministers, though, there are also the times God gives me a corrective message for the body of Christ.   Corrective messages are no fun to deliver but God wants you to enjoy a very close relationship with Him.  And some behaviors act as a hindrance to that relationship.  So when I send you a hard message, understand it is because God has a deep love for you.  He wants to remove anything that would stand between you and Him.

And some days, I know, the Word of the Day is a bit long.  I really do try to keep them short but sometimes I am so full of what God is saying that I feel I must give it all to you.  Forgive me when I get too long.  On the other hand, how long did it take you to read the longest Word of the Day I’ve ever sent?  Five minutes?  So, is five minutes a day too much time to give to God a day?  Yes, I know that you still have to read your Bible and pray too but these Words from God are a great place to begin your dialogue with God.  They are a great focus point for prayer.  Ask Him to reveal to you the rest of the story or that portion which He revealed to me but did not make it into the Word of the Day.  For that matter, ask Him to reveal the deeper part of the message that He didn’t even tell me.  These Words of the Day usually only scratch the surface of what God wishes to give you so let Him expound on them and give you the deeper revelation.

My desire is to see you blessed, whole, happy and fulfilled.  I want to see you all developing a deep love walk with our Father.  You can have a relationship with our Father that is closer than any you have every experienced with a human being.  I would love to look at you and find it difficult to discern where you begin and God ends because the two of you are so intertwined with one another.  He loves you so much and longs to be just that close with you.  Let us all determine to go deeper with Christ; this is my prayer.

Vacation
-
Texas for Graduation
1427. Tuesday, October 23, 2012

Luke 18: 27

But He said, “The things impossible with men are possible with God.”

We have heard it said that all things are possible with God but let us look at it this way; “God deals in the impossible.”  That is how you know you have a God goal instead of just a manmade goal it is impossible.

These are the things that we should seek, those things which are impossible.  But really, if a thing is possible then why do you need God?  Just do it.  But when God gives you a goal often times they are way out of the realm of possibilities.  And that turns out to be a good thing.

I have just returned from Texas where I received a diploma for completing Jerry Savelle Ministries’ Bible Correspondence School.  In March of this year I received an email from the school informing me that JS Ministries would be restructuring their program so all courses must be completed by November 30, 2012.  For those students who wished to participate in the commencement exercises all coursework had to be completed by September 30th.  Well, at the time of receiving that email I think I had completed only four courses.  That meant that there were twelve courses remaining.  Impossible you say?!  Well, you would be right but I did not make the decision or set the goal to complete these classes myself.  My Father gave me the goal.  Not only that but He wouldn’t let me stop writing the Word of the Day during this time. Yeah, I knew that in my own strength it was impossible when I accepted the challenge but God never sets you a task or a goal without empowering you to accomplish it.  So, I knew from the outset that since He had told me to complete all of the classes that He would be the power behind it.  All I needed to do was to continue in my prayer and study time and trust Him.  

Sometimes it was hard for me to sit and pray when I had such an overwhelming amount of coursework to do but I have learned that if I will spend my time with Him, He will multiply my time.  It is a lot like tithing.  If you tithe 10% then the remaining 90% goes much farther.  Well, it is the same with time.  Sometimes 100% of your time is not enough to accomplish the tasks before you so it seems crazy to take time away from you work to do anything else.  But spending that dedicated time with the Lord works and it was an important lesson of discipline and time management for me to prove out.  Not only that but can you imagine how tired you might get from that much work compressed into such a short time.  So I learned another important lesson, when you are really over-worked, over-stressed and there just is not enough time available to accomplish all that you need to, take a spiritual time out.  Spend your time with God in study and prayer.  You need this time desperately.  I would not have been able to withstand the demands of this schedule had I not been given the Godly wisdom of maintaining my time with God.  I would have run out of steam mentally, physically and emotionally.  When, however, you are letting God have the responsibility for the work and you spend your energy reading your Bible and in prayer He gives you the strength, wisdom and endurance you need for accomplishing the impossible.  

Additionally, God handles the stress.  Do you know that I never once got stressed out?  Anytime I began to feel a little stress I would get alone with God and pray.  Sometimes I just needed to go to a park to read or even go for a hike and have time away with God.  He would restore me and I could go on with renewed vigor.

And here is another thing, I am receiving credit for having accomplished this work but between you and me, it really wasn’t me.  Yes, I had to be disciplined.  I had to sit at my computer and I had to read the books but it was God all along who did all of the heavy lifting.  One weekend I read three books.  Can I do that in my own strength?  I don’t think so!  But God made a way.

So, don’t be afraid of the impossible.  That is what God does.  Anything less than impossible really isn’t much of a challenge.  Get out there where you are so far over your head that you have no choice but to trust God.  Then, make sure you are daily taking time to read your Bible and pray.  That time will be like the time you take to fill the gas tank in your car.  It must be done because that is what keeps you running.  Put your trust in our Father.  He really can do the impossible.

1428. Wednesday, October 24, 2012

Matthew 7: 24 – 25

Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.  And the rain fell, and flood came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock.

When the storms of life hit you want to make sure that you are standing on the rock.  Jesus is saying here that being a Christian does not mean that you will not face storms.  It does mean, though, that when life’s storms hit you will remain standing.  You see, in Christ we have the means to overcome challenges.  When the storm has come and gone, and people are calculating the damage, you will be found to have weathered the storm without damage.  The tornado that sweeps up other people, the hurricane that blows down others’ houses will not cause you to fall.  That is, as long as your house is built on the rock that is Jesus

I’ve heard two different approaches to this scripture other than what I am sharing with you today.  One camp teaches that the problems of life will not come on you.  Well, that is unscriptural.  You are going to face the storms as Jesus says.  Others teach that the storms of life may batter you and knock you down but because you have Jesus you will always arise.  That is not what Jesus was teaching here.  He says that the same storm will hit both the believer and the non-believer.  When the storm is over, though, the believer will still be standing while the non-believer will be washed away.

Jesus gives you staying power but that ability does not come just by calling yourself a Christian.  Jesus said that the house built upon the rock represents the person who hears his words and acts upon them.  You are at least half way there because today you have heard his words.  You must implement what you see and hear in the Word.   When you make The Word the operational manual of your life you will find that though the winds slam against you and the waters flood you will not be swept away.  Your house will still be standing at the end of the day.

This power to remain standing even through the storms comes by hearing Jesus’ words and acting on them.  Jesus’ brother, James told us to be doers of the Word (James 1: 22).  Apparently he learned this from Jesus.  And remember that the entire Bible is the inspired Word of Jesus because he is the Word.  So apply what you see written there and you will be able to withstand the storms.

1429. Thursday, October 25, 2012,

John 21: 5 – 6

Jesus therefore said to them, “Children, you do not have any fish, do you?”  They answered Him, “No.”  And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a catch.”  They cast therefore, and then they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of fish.

Sometimes the advice God gives us does not seem to make any sense but if we will follow His instructions it will always lead to a great harvest.  I am impressed in this story that the disciples followed Jesus’ instructions.  I can imagine that happening to me and I do not think that my natural reaction would have been to follow his advice.

This event takes place after the crucifixion and resurrection but before Jesus’ ascension.  He appeared to his followers many times during this period.  Peter, not knowing what else to do decided to go fishing.  After all, he had been a fisherman before Jesus called him.  Some of the other disciples jumped in the boat too.  They had fished all night but to no avail.  As they approached the shore, a man was standing there.  They did not know who it was who spoke to them and told them to cast the net again and yet they obeyed.  

Put yourself in their position for a moment.  What would you have done?  Most of us are too arrogant to listen to advice from others.  We would probably have thought, “Who is this crazy old fool telling us how to fish?  He is not even a fisherman.  What does he know?”  For my part, even if I had known it was the Lord I might have said, “Lord, did you really say, ‘cast the net on the other side?’  That makes no sense.  We have been fishing all night and have caught nothing.  Now it is morning, we are close to shore and you want us to cast again?  And on the right side of the boat?  What difference does the side of the boat matter?”

That probably sounds like many of us.  God tells us some ridiculous things to do at times but they really do always work out.  We must train ourselves to obey.  Everything He tells us is for our own good and if we will only trust Him, He will always lead us into prosperity and success.  He always has our best interest in mind.  So, even if what God is telling you to do doesn’t make a lot of sense in the way that we do things, trust Him anyway.  It is going to work out for your good.

1430. Friday, October 26, 2012

Isaiah 48: 17 – 18

Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; “I am the Lord your God who teaches you to profit, who leads you in the way you should go.  If only you had paid attention to My commandments!  Then your well-being would have been like a river, and your righteousness like the waves of the sea.”

Have you ever really contemplated the waves of the sea?  How many are there?  They are endless, without number; they are also constant; never ceasing.  This is how your well-being is meant to be.  That is God’s current plan for you.  Why then are we not all experiencing divine success?  According to these verses we have failed to pay attention to God’s commandments.

Everything God tells us is for our own good.  He always leads us into paths which cause us to profit.  He leads us in the way we should go but a large portion of Christians have stopped listening to God.  As a matter of fact, many, many Christians do not enjoy a personal relationship with God at all.  They are so similar to the unsaved that it is quite difficult to tell them apart.  We as a body have stopped talking with God and have certainly stopped listening.  We have lost our faith.  As a body we no longer exercise belief in a present, active God.  How horribly sad!

But God is alive and well and still seated on the throne.  He is the God of more than enough and everything He has ever done in this earth is for the betterment of His children.  That is you.  This Bible that we call the “Holy” book, this Word of God is not a book of legislation.  It is not a book of rules and regulations.  It is a “how to” manual flowing from the love of God to His beloved.  Why do we call it “Holy” but do not do what it says?  The words that God has given us are life.  He is leading us into that land flowing with milk and honey by the words which He speaks to us.  In Him is all that we need and all that we desire.  Remember the Israelites which He freed from Egypt.  His plan was to lead them to a rich land of great prosperity.  And His plan has not changed for He is an unchangeable God.  His great desire today is to lead us into prosperity and well-being in all areas of life.  But we, unfortunately, ignore His leading not unlike the Israelites.  We seem to want to roam around in the desert too.  It took them forty years to make an eleven day journey because of their stubbornness and their refusal to hearken unto the Word of the Lord.  

So, if you are tired of the desert, turn to the Lord and follow His leading.  There is milk and honey awaiting you.  Follow the Lord for He is leading you in the way you should go, the way that leads to profit and well-being.

1431. Monday, October 29, 2012

Psalm 16: 1

Preserve me, O God, for I take refuge in Thee.

As I sit here and hear weather updates regarding Hurricane Sandy I cannot help but be impressed by the strength and size of this storm.  None the less, there is one power which is larger and stronger.   Of Course, I am speaking of our Lord, Father and God.  

For many people, though, the strength of our Lord is not a reality.  It is a fantasy to them.  They have never made the bridge in their minds to the power of God being able to substantially affect their lives in the physical realm.  So some people, even Christians, will listen to the best advice of the meteorologists and local authorities and will put their trust in those people.  But a Christian with a revelation of God’s power and His willingness to participate actively in their lives, even in the physical realm, will receive the best information from educated people but they will go beyond that to a God who is a refuge and a tower of strength in the storms.  See, it is not only the storms of life metaphorically where God is effective.  He is the God who is bigger than all things including the weather.  He is a stronghold and a fortress against every threat: weather, terrorism, and even your negative brother-in-law.

During the 911 crisis and the British rail bombings there were numerous reports of people who were miraculously saved.  It is unfortunate that the main stream media doesn’t report these stories because you need to know that God still saves.  This isn’t just pleasant language.  These are the words of life and death.

We will not see an end to crises.  Every day we draw closer to the end times so violent weather and all manner of calamity will continue.  This is, however, no reason for you to fear or panic.  God foresaw these times and provide protection for you.  

Rush into His arms; rush into the stronghold and fortress that He is for you.  Pray for protection.  Thank Him that He has already made provision for it and be sure to be quiet and listen to His instructions.  If you are ever in a dangerous situation, trust Him to look after you.  Always pray seeking His direction and put your trust in Him for He is a strong refuge for everyone who looks to Him.

1432. Tuesday, October 30, 2012

Proverb 30: 5

Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him.

This passage is more than a refuge scripture.  It is a how to study on living in God.  We read Jesus’ and the Apostle John’s words about abiding.   At the surface we understand what they mean by abiding in Jesus and abiding in the light but when we decide to apply those words and to become doers of them, we find it rather more difficult than we first thought.  Well, today’s verse is a key, a hint, if you will, on how to abide in Jesus.

We know that Jesus is the Word (John 1: 1, 14).  So, one way we abide in Jesus is to abide in his word.  Today’s scripture tells us that God’s Word has been tested which is another way to say that it has been proven.  We know that God’s Word works because it has been tried and tested.  And putting God’s Word to the test is how you prove Him to be a strong shield and a refuge. 

Here is the key element of living in God instead of living in the world; it is acting and living according to what God’s Word says instead of by what the world says.  In the world you are inundated by facts.  Then as a matter of course people tend to make their decisions according to those facts.  But while the facts may be accurate, they do not necessarily reflect the higher truth.  Facts are fungible in a sense because they turn with the circumstance.  Here is a small example.  

Years ago airways passengers were told to take their toiletries on the airplane with them.  This was, of course, before 911.  Now, people are told to place those items in their checked baggage.  You see, the situation has changed and that has radically affected how people view a simple matter.

But the Word of God hasn’t changed.  God hasn’t changed and the principles by which He has always led us have not changed either.   God’s Word is the highest form of truth and reality and it is not affected by the situations of the earth.  They are timeless.  So, don’t tell me the facts; tell me what the Word says.  The facts are a lower form of reality.  They may be true and they may be real but they are not THE truth.

When you choose to live your life according to THE truth; when you structure your life and your decisions according to the Word instead of the world, then you are living in, abiding in the Word.  You are abiding in Jesus.  So, the fact may be that a storm is brewing in the Atlantic or the Dr. has found a spot on an X-Ray but those are only menial facts.  What does God say?  Are you protected in the refuge of His embrace?  Are you healed by the stripes of Jesus?

Elevate your life to the highest form of truth.  Live in ultimate truth and reality.  Make the Word of God the final say in all matters.

1433. Wednesday, October 31, 2012

John 3: 16

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

This is a very familiar verse; perhaps the most popular of all New Testament verses.  What do you hear when you hear this verse?  Does the love of God speak most loudly to you?  Is it that God’s response to a broken world was to give?  Recently I was impressed by the word “world.”  God so loved the “world”….

I think that people who are already saved and have been given the gift of eternal life still relate to this verse.  There is still much for us to appreciate.  But it is worth remembering that God gave His only child for those people who are of the world, some of whom are dirty and ugly and bad behaving towards Him.  He gave His only child in order to save people that hate Him.

Sometimes as Christians we have a tendency to talk down about the “world.”  We are no longer a part of the world, Thank God, so we tend to separate ourselves emotionally and figuratively from the world.  We must remember though that even when we were still lost in our sin and brokenness Jesus died for us.  You see, even those atheists and even the Satan worshippers are still precious to God.  No matter how vile the person is, He still loves them.  It is hard to understand at times, no doubt but we must remind ourselves that He loves them and wants to reach them.  He desires that no one should go to hell.

You are a separate race, a royal priesthood.  You are no longer a part of the world.  But you have been given a Spirit of Grace by which you can love the unlovely.  So, don’t forget that Jesus laid down His life for even the most despicable people.  Recall that the Apostle Paul was about as contemptible a person as could be but oh what an apostle he became through the grace of our Lord.  God’s grace is sufficient for each of us with enough to cover the entire world.

1434. Thursday, November 1, 2012

Micah 5: 5

And this One will be our peace.

John 14: 27

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

John 16: 33

These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

Ephesians 2: 14

For He Himself is our peace ….

We are preordained to live in peace.  God provided peace for us and has been pointing us towards it since the beginning.  In these four verses we see that Jesus as our peace is a theme which began with the Old Prophets grew throughout Jesus’ life and ministry and is taught in the Pauline Epistles.  So peace is a persistent Biblical ideology.  It is, however, more than that.  We are taught to pursue peace (2 Timothy 2: 22).  Since Jesus is our peace then to pursue Him is to seek peace.

Jesus meant for us to live in peace even when life lays tribulation at our door.  That is what he meant in John 16: 33.  Although the world throws challenges at us, we can still be at peace because he has overcome the world and has become our peace.  If you seek him and ask him to fill your life with peace you will be amazed at how you can maintain peace even in times of trouble.  Allow him to minister his peace to you.  Allow him to fill you up and his peace will mark your life.

1435. Friday, October 2, 2012

Isaiah 52: 7

How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who announces peace and brings good news of happiness, who announces salvation, and says to Zion, “Your God reigns!”

These words sound like the lyrics of a song.  They are so full of hope, joy and rhythm.  And that is as it should be because hope and joy should flow from taking the good news to a starving world.

Do you find it interesting that the term “good news” is found in the Old Testament?  Well, of course, Isaiah looked forward to the coming of Jesus but it is still thought-provoking to find this term in the Old Testament.  Isaiah had a revelation of what Jesus would mean to the world.  He knew that Jesus would bring rebirth into the earth.

Sometimes I wonder if we really appreciate the good news that we have in our hands.  I don’t think I always do.  We come to almost take for granted the glorious opportunities we have in our Lord.  I have heard people who plan their salvation for a later time believing that the opportunity is lying their patiently awaiting their decision.  They say they will live now and then get saved later.  They don’t want to give up their enjoyable life for salvation.  Have we miscommunicated the message of Christ so badly that they don’t understand that Christ is the good life?  He is the good news.  He makes all things unto us possible.  He is the light in the darkness and a safe haven in the time of trouble.

The good news of Christ is news of happiness and abiding joy.  Jesus brought us hope when there was none.  He is the good news of salvation from eternal damnation but that isn’t all, it is enough but not all.  He also saves us from every kind of malady right here and now in this earth.  He is good news to the afflicted, to the broken-hearted, to the lonely, to the sick, to the poor.  He is the way in all of these trials; the way out of the bad times and the way into the light and glory.  And that is for the here and now as well as a glorious future when we depart the earth.

So the good news to the unsaved is that Jesus has brought happiness and joy, gladness and salvation.  He is hope and he has not only provided a way to triumph but is the way.  The good news to you, the saved, is “Your God reigns!”  God is on the throne.  He has not been unseated.  Your very own father is seated on the throne of glory with your big brother, Jesus, seated right next to him.  All power is in them and they have sent their Spirit to be with you every minute of every day.  You are not alone.  The God of glory, the king of majesty is your Father.  There is hope for the unsaved; there is victory for the saved.

Get excited about what you have and share the good news with someone else.  If it is a Christian, remind them that Jesus has overcome the world so that they do not have to live in defeat.  If it is an unsaved person with whom you share the good news, let them know that he came to save them and lift them up.  

1436. Monday, November 5, 2012

Matthew 7: 1 - 2

Do not judge lest you be judged, for in the way you judge you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.

There are a couple of points, at least, to be made regarding these verses.  I am first struck that Jesus is teaching here.  This is part of what we call his Sermon on the Mount.  It is the single largest body of instruction he gave us and most like a classroom teaching.  So it is pretty clear that through this instruction Jesus was giving us words to live by.  He had much to communicate to us in a short time and this once he delivered a teaching that was most like a college lecture.  When you picture Jesus in this setting and understand that he was delivering the only teaching sermon of its type that he would give, then the atmosphere of instruction comes across with and in his words.  It gives us a greater appreciation of his intent because in a moment we can be right there with him listening to these words as though we are hearing them for the first time.

These instructions, this lecture, if you will, were meant to convey life to the listeners.  We know this because Jesus told us that he came to give us life (John 10: 10).  So as he gives instruction he is fulfilling his life’s purpose to deliver life to us.  Jesus did not set about to give us a list of rules, in other words.  He is conveying life.   So the words delivered are words of life, not of bondage.  The very first ministerial comment he ever gave us was that he came to set the captives free (Luke 4: 18).  I want you to understand that Jesus is not giving you a list of rules and regulations that are meant to be bondage to you but rather that he is giving life instruction that if followed will set you free and impart unto you life.

Therefore, it is for your own good that God, in the person of Jesus, tells you not to judge others.  The job of judging has not been appointed to you.  And of that you should be glad because it is an onerous task at best.  Secondly, Jesus knows well the law of sowing and reaping.  He knows that whatever to sow, you are going to reap.  So he tells you, “Don’t judge” because that judgment is like a snake that will turn around and bite you.  He says that you are going to incur judgment upon yourself when you judge others.   When you sow judgment will reap a verdict upon yourself.  So if you do not want to be judged, then judge not.  And believe me, there is not one of us that can stand to be judged.  The righteous judge, God, can see those things which we attempt to hide from the world.  We certainly do not want him to judge us the way we judge others, of that I am quite sure.

Remember that God sent his very own son to die a horrific death so that we would not have to come under judgment but instead that we could come under the blood of the sacrificial lamb; blood which has cleansed us and made us pure.  Jesus took your judgment on his body so that you might be saved the damnation that your sin would have won you.  Howbeit that we would heap the condemnation upon others that Jesus died to free them of?  Are we so righteous now that we can damn others when it took the blood of incarnate God to clean us?  We are not clean and righteous in ourselves but in the precious blood of Jesus so do we mock that sacrifice by judging others whom Jesus also came to set free?  Shall we then be like the slave whose debt was forgiven but refused to forgive the debt of one of his own?  In the end his own debt was returned to him, the debt which had been forgiven was restored because of his unwillingness to show the grace which was shown him to others (See Matthew 18: 21 – 35).

Through the Bible and certainly the gospels God is giving you the words of liberty, the means of living a free life.  You are meant to no longer be a slave but a child of the king.  But it is grace that has placed you in this enviable position.  Do not use the position that was given to you, one which you did not earn, to judge and condemn others.  Again, this is not your appointed position.  Only God is a worthy judge.  Even when you see something that you think is a clear violation of God’s word, keep your condemnation to yourself and praise your God that you are no longer dead in your sin.  Bless the God of our ancestors and our life that you have been forgiven your trespasses.  Freely grace and forgiveness have been given you.  Give freely to others.  This is the way of life and liberty.

1437. Tuesday, November 6, 2012

James 4: 11

Do not speak against one another, brethren.  He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law, and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it.

If you are a doer of the law which Jesus gave us then you are walking in love and love does not judge.  Love wants the best for every person.  These words are given to us by Jesus’ half-brother and they seem to reflect very well on the instruction from yesterday which was given to us by Jesus.  Judge not.

When you speak against another, it is because you have judged that person.  You have determined that their actions are wrong or something about them is not right in your eyes.  But that is not our job.  Our job is to love.  We are to love and to pray people into heaven.  God doesn’t want any of His children to perish.

Honestly, it is hard not to judge people.  It is a trap that most of us fall into at one time or another.  But, Jesus had a way of loving even the unlovely.  I am convinced that the reason we are so judgmental and critical of others is because of our own brokenness.  Have you ever noticed that those who are under grace and have a revelation of it are more graceful while those who are under the law live a legalistic life and are critical and rigid in their dealings with others.  They are harsh and demanding and not easily satisfied.  It seems to me that those walking in the greatest amount of grace and personal healing are the ones who are most able to be tolerant of the short comings of others.  At the same time I have noticed that those who are harsh and critical are the very same people who have not personally received the grace of God into their lives in any form of fullness.  They may be saved.  They may think that they are walking in the grace of God but their critical natures show them for their true selves.  They have never really accepted the full measure of the love of God for themselves.  They have not let that love minister to their depths and to their brokenness.  So, their criticism and hardness towards others is an expression of their own lack of self-acceptance.  They still do not feel that God really loves them or that they are worthy of His love.  They will tell you from their head all of the right things but their actions reveal what is in their hearts for out of the abundance of the heart (not the head) they unveil themselves.  What comes up from the heart is the true measure of the person.  Since they have not learned how to fully love and accept themselves they must continually find fault with others.  They criticize and bite at others so that they won’t feel that they are the only broken humans.

When we truly let the love of God flood us and heal us then we no longer are invested in criticizing others.  We learn to pray instead of judge.  We ask God for the very best for every individual.  So, what we need to do is arrest our thoughts and words.  When we find ourselves criticizing others we need to ask God if the criticism is a reflection of our own hurts.  When we are making judgments about what other people should or should not be doing, we need to reflect on ourselves and ask God if there is something in us that needs healing.  People who know they are loved are able to love others.  Because they have received the love of God into their hearts, they are able to give it back out to others.  If we are unable to give love as Jesus did, then we must ask ourselves if there has been a deficiency in our reception of love.  My prayer for each of us is that we will allow God to immerse us in His love, that we will receive His love in abundance today and that we will allow that love to flow into every atom of our bodies, souls and spirits; that the love of God will so infiltrate our beings that we will be healed of every emotional injury and that we might be made completely whole in every aspect of life, In Jesus’ name.

1438. Wednesday, November 7, 2012

1 Corinthians 6: 14

Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power.

Jesus has conquered death and the grave.  Hallelujah!  The battle fought was not for his life but for yours.  He defeated hell and death so that you would be free from the sting of death and the sin which binds us both to hell and to death.  So, you are saved from these dire circumstances and your salvation has issued unto you eternal life.  If Jesus is your lord and you have received his sacrifice for the eradication of your sins, then you have become and eternal being.  You are immortal, well at least your spirit is.

We know, though, that our bodies are formed from the substance of this earth and that they will remain in the earth.  It is not our bodies which are eternal but our spirits.  So our bodies die and when they do we exist in a different plane than we do now.  We do still continue to exist though.  And that is part of the good news of the gospel.

I have attended too many funerals in the last couple of years and it makes me sad to lose the ability to commune with people in this plane of existence.  But in that mourning I am also very joyous and grateful for the sacrifice of my Lord Jesus.  My relatives who have preceded me to heaven are Christians.  They have been born again from death into a life with Christ for eternity.  That gives me joy.  I am going to get to see them again and we will have a long, long time to hang out together.  Even people that I really didn’t get a lot of time with on the earth will have time for us to be together.

I have thought so many times about the unsaved and how they even live the day to day existence without Christ.  I depend on Jesus, the Holy Spirit and my beloved Father every day for so many things.  They are my hope and my joy.  I don’t even know how I lived before I had the great revelation that brought me so much closer to them.  This is why I yearn for everyone to know them as I am learning to know them; it is because they bring hope and possibility to every single situation.  My God has helped me with the simplest things like finding my keys or leveling a refrigerator  and He has been my strength and refuge in the profound things of life too.  He is there in the big times and He is present in the small things.  He is an ever present, all loving, personal God who cares deeply for each and every one of us.  I just don’t know how people live without Him.  And then when I consider the death of a loved one I am shaken by thought of those who do not know Christ.  I do not know how they endure the death of their loved ones.  For them it is a loss.  For us we know that we will get to see our loved ones again and that in this present moment they are alive and well.

I don’t know how there is any hope in death or even in daily living for those without Christ.  For this reason alone if for no other we have a message that people need to hear.  Our God has provided for every single need.  He has already provided for our future and it is a glorious future that He has prepared.  Share this message of hope with others.  Christmas is almost upon us and this is the message that the world needs to hear.  “Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people” (Luke 2: 10).  Bring hope to your corner of the world.  Share the good news of Jesus.

1439. Thursday, November 8, 2012

Psalm 27: 8

When Thou didst say, “Seek My face,” my heart said to Thee, “Thy face, O Lord, I shall seek.”

Our Father has told us to seek Him, to seek His face in fact.  That means that we are to seek relationship with Him not intellectual knowledge.  Can you see that?  Seeking His face rather than anything else about Him is to seek a personal and intimate connection with Him.

God called me to seek Him as He does us all and I am still answering that call.  My personal intent is to daily seek His face and a closer walk with Him.  I would like you to know that it is working too.  When we seek, amazingly, we find.  I am telling you this not because what I have done is important itself but by way of encouraging you.  Whatever I have learned or gained is not for me alone but for all of those whose lives can be touched through the blessings the gracious Lord has poured out on me.

In 2005 I took God very seriously and very literally to task.  I flew to San Diego, CA and with a friend from there drove up to Anaheim to spend a week in God’s presence.  Before I left North Carolina I told God in no uncertain terms that I was going to Anaheim to get Him.  And brother did I ever!  My life was radically changed.  I had a personal encounter with the Lord and you cannot have a personal encounter with the Lord without it changing you.  My ministry was birthed in that week.  

There had been a call on my life for over twenty years at that point in time but when I met God face to face the impetus to enter ministry could no longer be forestalled.  I could no longer deny the calling on my life.  Not only did meeting God face to face change my professional life, it radically altered my personal life.  I came to know God better.  I learned to hear His voice better and I have most definitely learned to follow His leading much better.  The Holy Spirit has become my personal instructor and I am learning very much about God’s Kingdom and how to live this life on earth with greater success.  The life I now live, I live in Jesus Christ and it has made a fundamental difference in my life.  Every area of my life has improved.  And ultimately this change in my life, the improved pattern of life is the second driving force for my ministry.  I want so desperately to see other people’s lives improved.  I want everyone to experience what I have experienced and to know God more intimately every day.  I know that God has given me so much and I am compelled to share it with others.   Oh, I am still learning.  I have a very long way to go but God has been so gracious to me.  He has given me so much and taught me so much.  I see the way much more clearly now.  The paths have been illuminated before me.  So, now I want to give to you all that God has given to me.  Where I am succeeding, I want to share my success.  What God is teaching me, I want to give to you.

The frustration can be that sometimes I seem unable to communicate in an effective way what God has taught me.  I do not always feel that I am able to reveal to you what God has shown me.  But this is what I want you to know.  There is actual, tangible victory in Jesus right now, right here in our everyday existence.  He has improved the quality of my life in so many ways and He can and will do it for you too.  What is preventing you from receiving the many blessings that He has for you?  I may not have the complete answer to this question yet though I am working on it but for my part I had to get serious about getting answers from God.  I had to become determined to see His face and hear His voice.  I know that part of the answer is that you must let Him in.  We do not always give God access to our hearts.  Some of us find it difficult to be very open and honest with Him.

Another part of the answer is “Seek Him.”  If you have a need, get honest with God and with yourself.  Take some time to seek His face.  If your need is great then just get alone with Him and refuse to leave until you have the answer you need.  Sometimes I go camping when I need to hear from Him.  Maybe you need to go sit in a church sanctuary.  But give him all the time necessary to hear from Him.  You can hear from Him just like anyone else can but you have to dedicate yourself to hearing His voice.  You must determine that you are going to do whatever is necessary to develop easy communication with Him.  For most of us that means giving Him time.

And lastly, you are shooting yourself in the foot if you are not immersing yourself in His Word.  I know that your life is busy but I am trying to give you the secret to success in this life and the one to come.  I am giving you the most precious key I have, the ultimate secret weapon.  Perhaps if I had this secret locked up under key and guard people would crave it desperately but because I am willing to give you the secret key to the Kingdom of God for free, do people minimize its power?  

God wants to help you in your present circumstance.  He wants to meet your needs emotionally, physically and spiritually.  You have to let Him in though.  You have to invite Him to participate and then you must allow Him to show you the way.  However, a five minute prayer is not going to fix years of trouble.  Seek God’s face.  Seek Him with vigor and determination.  The result will bring great joy and victory to your life.

1440. Friday, November 9, 2012

Psalm 48: 9


NIV
Within your temple, O God, we meditate on your unfailing love.

This one is not a hard one to figure out.  We need to spend time meditating on God’s love for us.  The one teaching that I would interject here is that you do not need to be in church, i.e. the temple, to do this.  The new covenant, to which we are parties, has made us the temple of God.  The temple is no longer the mortar and brick building but rather the heart of the Christian.

To meditate means to mull over or to ponder.  It is putting something in your mind and rolling it over and over.  So to meditate on God’s unfailing love, you think about and consider what it means to be the object of God’s unfailing love.  How does His love affect your life?  What does it mean to be the object of affection?  What are His kind intentions towards you?

You see, when you mull over God’s unfailing devotion to you, it begins to alter your thoughts and then your life.  As you reflect on the myriad ways that His love impacts a person’s life, then your mind opens and your horizons expand.  We all need to spend time contemplating the effect of God’s love on us and what it should mean to our lives.  When we really appreciate the length and breadth of His devotion to us (if we ever can fully) then our lives will be transformed.  Then truly all things will be possible to us because we will knit our lives inextricably in Him.  

Take the time to meditate on His love for you.  It is time well spent.
1441. Monday, November 11, 2012

Ephesians 4: 11

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers.

I want to spend a little time this week looking at the role of a minister according to the Holy Scriptures.  I hope you will find it interesting and thought provoking.

Today’s passage reveals what is commonly known as the Five-fold ministry.  These are the five ministerial offices prescribed by God.  God appoints His ministers to these positions.  Some people hold more than one office.  Each office has its own duties and responsibilities and its own anointing from God.  People who try to operate in an office for which they are not anointed generally find it uncomfortable at best.  So, even after ministers answer the call to ministry, they have to spend time before God finding out how their ministry call is to be exercised.

I am a teacher.  That is my ministry office.  That does not mean that I don’t periodically act in other capacities as God leads.  Primarily, though, you will find that what I do tends towards a teaching ministry.  The minister at your church is probably foremost a pastor.  Now that is a huge and important calling.  They are the ones who care for the sheep.  Many of them will also operate with a teaching anointing because that is part of caring for the flock.

Apostles are sent ones.  They are the ones that we, as the body of Christ, send out.   You can see an example of this when Jesus sent out the seventy.  A prophet is one who speaks on behalf of God.  These are the people to whom God gives His prophetic utterance as a ministry unto itself.  Others may prophesy at times at the unction of the Holy Spirit and operate in the Spiritual gifts of word of knowledge and word of wisdom but they are operating in the gifts of the Holy Spirit rather than standing in the office of a prophet.  Lastly we have the evangelists.  They are the ones who go find the lost sheep and bring them back to the flock where the pastors can train them and take care of them.  

These are the five ministerial offices.  There are other anointings in the church and other very important roles, all of which are intended to merge to form one functioning whole the purpose of which is to bring everyone to a saving knowledge of Christ and help them in their journey. 

1442. Tuesday, November 12, 2012

Hebrews 5: 4

And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron was.

The key language in this verse, of course, is that the job of a minister is not one which a person should just decide on as a life course.  It is a calling from God.  God establishes whom He wishes to work in His organization.  We sometimes forget this simple matter.

There is another point that this verse brings out and that is that honor should follow those who are called by God into ministry.  It is just as clear that people are not to seek the honor for themselves.  God has reserved the right to choose His servants.  That makes sense, doesn’t it?  And those whom God has called are honored to be called.  It certainly is a privilege.  I believe it is important for us to show ministers respect because of the calling on their lives.  

And I am speaking for myself and other ministers too.  We should show respect and honor to other ministers as well because although we have a calling on our lives, we are all a part of the congregation too.  While I am on this point let me make a special plea to the ministers who receive this teaching.  Never forget that you need to be plugged into other ministers and I do not mean for fellowship only.  Yes, we need fellowship with one another but we need to learn and be fed too.  Other ministers are receiving Words from God that we are not and we need to make sure that we are hearing the Word preached just like every other congregational member.  Do not isolate yourself in your own wisdom.  It is death.  Remain humble and receive from other anointed ministers.

1443. Wednesday, November 13, 2012

Acts 18: 5


But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.

Acts 6: 4


But we will devote ourselves to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.

Now we are coming to the crux of what it means to be a minister of God.  When called and drawn to the ministry one must ask what am I to minister and to whom?  After all, a minister is one who ministers but what does this mean?  The American Heritage Dictionary defines the verb to minister as: to administer or dispense, to furnish or provide.  So let us ask what is it that the Lord’s ministers are to dispense or provide?  What are they spreading and to whom?

Pastors, of all the ministerial offices, are especially called upon to perform an almost endless variety of tasks.  I find that we are in error in asking our pastors to function in so many capacities.  The pastor is not the only member of the body of Christ.  Furthermore, the minister’s job is specific.  We forget for whom this person actually works.  He works for God and dispenses God’s grace, wisdom and love to the people.

It is pretty clear from these two passages that ministers are supposed to dedicate themselves to the Word and to prayer.  In the first case we see the Apostle Paul.  His primary obligation was to devote himself to the word.  He had others who were gifted in administration and the other necessary tasks.  

In Acts 6: 4 the twelve apostles had to address the needs of a growing church.  They said, “It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables,” (v.2) because there was an administrative issue regarding the distribution of food to widows.  The apostles told the congregation to choose qualified people to perform that task so that they could do their job which was to devote themselves to prayer and ministering the word.  

You see, the Word is the minister’s primary responsibility.  Ministers are supposed to dedicate themselves to study of the Word and to prayer.  It is in prayer that God opens up the Word to the anointed servant and reveals the deep meanings.  It is in that time of prayer and meditation that God speaks to His servants and gives them messages for the people.  Ministers then distribute revelation they receive from God to the people.

There are two things we can learn from this revelation from Paul and the Apostles.  First, service to the Word and ministering the Word to the people is the singular priority the Holy Spirit has assigned to God’s ministers.  This means that it is the Word that has power to set people free.  It is the Word of God that heals and gives abundant life. 

Secondly, we can evaluate the responsibilities that we heap on the shoulders of our pastors, preachers, etc.  In that evaluation we may find that we expect too much of our pastors and that we do not protect their prayer and study time.  This is a big problem because it is their job to minister life to us that they mine out of the Word.  If we have them busily performing a multitude of tasks then we are going to starve ourselves.  The ministers will not have the bread, much less the meat, of the Word to minister to us.  I want you to understand that this is a huge mistake and a big problem.  If we were as wise as we like to think that we are, we would zealously guard our pastor’s prayer and study time so that he or she can deliver to us the words of life.  

The body of Christ has to grow up and take on its proper responsibility so that the ministers can do what they are called by God to do.  That means that each of us needs to do our part.  It is easy to sit on the pew on Sunday and receive but we are a body.  Even the smallest part of the body has a vital role.  Even if all you do is mow your pastor’s grass, you will make a huge contribution to the body as a whole.  Or perhaps you have more money than time.  Pay someone to clean the pastor’s house.  If we all pitch in we can move forward at a rapid pace.  Let’s grow up as a body, each of us doing our little part.  Then the whole body will be able to grow stronger and all parts will be blessed.

1444. Thursday, November 15, 2012

Malachi 2: 7

For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge and men should seek instruction from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.

Had you previously ever contemplated why God gave ministers to the body of Christ?  Did you think that perhaps they were just administrative heads or facilitators?  These scriptures this week show us that God gave ministers to us as keepers and disseminators of His wisdom.  They are called to study the Word of the Lord and to make the wisdom of God known to us all.

We all are supposed to study the Word and pray but God has set aside certain people to immerse themselves continuously in His Word so that they receive revelation from God and can share it with us.  They also have a duty to preserve God’s knowledge for us and for future generations.

Those who are wise seek God for wisdom and knowledge.  He has all of the answers for our lives.  By establishing ministers God provided us with people that we can turn to who have made it their life’s work to seek God and His wisdom.  They make it easier for us to find our answers because of their study.  But it is not just the time they spend in study and prayer.  They are also gifted in this area.  God has anointed them to see in the scriptures truths which sometimes elude the rest of us.  These anointed ones have spiritual discernment which leads them in to the deep revelations of God.  And to our great benefit and God’s glory, they then share their epiphanies with us.  We receive the benefit of their labor and their anointing.

So, do your own studying and praying but don’t forget that you have people available to you that God Himself has appointed as messengers of His Word and of His truths.  Don’t expect your Pastor to do all of your praying for you but also don’t neglect seeking counsel and wisdom from God’s chosen ministers.

1445. Friday, November 16, 2012

2 Timothy 2:2
The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

2 Timothy 2:24
The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged,

In these last two verses we see an important part of the ministerial role; that is to teach.   Teaching is a crucial role for ministers.  Recall that there is an office of the teacher in the Five-fold ministry.  For those who are called to the office of the teacher almost everything they do is colored by a teaching overtone.  That is not to say, however, that those who stand in the other offices do not teach.  Every minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ leads by revealing those things which the Father has revealed to them.  Therefore, teaching is a component in every minister’s calling.

Every person who is called by God to a ministerial role, to one of the five offices listed in Ephesians 4, must dedicate themselves to preparation so that they are able to teach the congregation.  It is important that they commit themselves to prayer and study so that they continue to learn, continue to grow personally and so that they put themselves in a position to hear from God.  This edict should be taken very seriously because every minister will stand before God and account for how he or she has cared for the flock.

The congregation, on the other hand, should seek instruction and counsel and should humble themselves before the teaching of the minister.  The body needs to understand that those whom the Lord has called have a responsibility to God for the body of believers.  Ministers stand in the gap for us.  They pray for us and they carry our concerns upon themselves.  They are appointed to our care so we ought to honor them and aid them.  When we all get in our right positions and work together things work amazingly well.  But when ministers are not doing their appointed job and when the congregation does not hold them in esteem, then the body begins to die like a neglected garden.  Let us, therefore, recognize the divine role of ministers in the body of Christ.  Let us hold them to their appointed responsibilities and help them with the rest.

1446. Monday, November 19, 2012

Philippians 1: 3 – 5

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.

Last week we took a glimpse at the role of ministers.  Today I wish to point out an important role that you fill.  In this passage the Apostle Paul writes to his friends and supporters in Philippi.  Of all of the churches that Paul established and mentored, the Philippian church was the most loyal to him and supported him even when they endured times of need.  It is important for everyone in the church to recognize the vital role people like you and those in Philippi play in the advancement of the gospel.  Nothing would get done in the Kingdom of God without the loyal support of those who pray for and give financial gifts to ministries.

There are ministers who have enormous calls on their lives.  God has given them big goals.  I am reading a book right now by Rick Renner, a man whom God called to the former Soviet Union.  His given task is daunting but at the same time exciting.  But he could not establish churches, hold evangelical campaigns nor do any of the wonderful things he and his family are accomplishing without people like you.

You can appreciate that without financial support every ministry will just dry up but, you should also know how valuable your prayer support is too.  God calls some people to “go” but it takes many others to “send” that one.  Your prayers and financial support make the spreading of the gospel possible.  It is not a job that perhaps receives a lot of glory but every minister who is dependent on the financial support of the faithful will tell you how crucial a role it is.  And I constantly want to remind everyone that your prayers are very, very important.

Today is a day to celebrate you.  I am thankful and like Paul offer my prayers and thanksgiving for you because of all of the churches and ministries you support with your giving and prayers.  The greatest general in the world can be crippled if you cut off his supply lines.  Your thoughtful prayers and gifts keep the men and women out in those trenches supplied and fortified.

God has created a team and when we each do our part we are very effective.  Together we can reach the hurting and the lost; we can free those in bondage.  There is much for us to do yet but by faith we can take that next hill and you will have the same medal pinned to your chest as those on the front lines because they could do nothing without you.

1447. Tuesday, November 20, 2012

Psalm 32: 8 – 9

I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon you.  Do not be as the horse or as the mule which have no understanding, whose trappings include bit and bridle to hold them in check.

We all want to be successful in life; we want to be led in paths that are beneficial rather than wandering down trails that lead only to ruin.  Because we know the Lord we have a way of finding right paths.  God has promised us time and again that He will lead us.  This verse is very instructive because it gives us insight into how He will lead us.

Interestingly enough God reveals that it is not His will to lead us around like a mule or a horse with the bit in our mouths.  He doesn’t treat us as dumb animals to be led around on a harness.  When you look back at the words He chose when He made these statements you see that He wishes to lead us by instructing, teaching and counseling us.  He leads us by His wisdom.

Some people have the idea that God treats His children like slaves or like a mule or that when you become a Christian you have to put your brain in park.  God does not neglect the intelligence He has given us nor does He want us to become mindless zombies.  He does, however, want to teach and train us in the way to go.  He wants to instruct us so that we can have the wisdom to make right choices.  He watches each of us and counsels us as perfect parent would.  It is only in His counsel, though, that we have wisdom.  He has given us intelligence so that we have the ability to learn and to assimilate His wisdom.  Without His wisdom we wander off into the brambles.  We’ve all done it.  We are just not that smart on our own but God wants to lead you through instruction and counsel into perfect wisdom.

Look, no one compelled God to say that He would instruct us and teach us in the way to go.  No one made Him promise to lead us.  He volunteered His service of His own volition and certainly He would not have made this promise if He was unwilling to follow through.  So, if He promised it (and clearly He did; read above) then He will do it.  If we, then, are not being led we must ask ourselves why.  It is not because God is unwilling or unable.  My guess is that we are not putting ourselves in a position to allow God to instruct us.  We are not allowing Him to counsel us.  It really is no different than interaction with people.  Even if I had perfect wisdom it would do you no good unless you sought my counsel.  Even then it wouldn’t help you if you didn’t listen to the wisdom and advice you were given.  Therefore, doesn’t it stand to reason that we must seek God’s wisdom?  We must allow Him to guide us by listening to Him and accepting His advice and wisdom.

God is calling to you every single day.  He is trying to share His perfect wisdom and knowledge with you but you have to answer the phone.  You have to be willing to at least meet with Him.  The King and master of the Universe is willing to spend time with you and give you personal direction.  The beginning of wisdom is to seek Him and accept His counsel.

1448. Wednesday, November 21, 2012

Isaiah 54: 17

“No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me,” declares the Lord.

This is a popular scripture and one can certainly see why.  Everyone needs this good news at some time.  Who has not felt at one time that every weapon in hell was aimed at them?  I remember clearly when this scripture became mine, that is to say, when it moved out of my head and into my heart.

I had a really bad year some years ago.  I wasn’t sure I was going to survive it.  I remember that I had three car accidents in as many weeks and hurt my foot rather badly in the last one.  I was practicing law at the time and had two major banks bounce checks for mortgage refinances, and on and on.  Every day it was some new calamity.  I actually got to the point that I barely reacted anymore.  I remember the day when one of the banks funds for a refinance turned out not to be good.  Even though it was a big check and much was depending on it, I just didn’t react.  It was just one more thing in a series of events.

I remember talking to my pastor in San Diego.  He gave me a list of scriptures to meditate on.  I don’t think any of them were new to me and this one certainly was not.  I imagine it was one that was already highlighted in my Bible.  For some reason, though, it went off in me that day and the following days.  I got a revelation of the enemy and the battle.

My pastor in Winston-Salem who stood with me through weeks and months of challenges had said to me, “Ivey, this is not an attack of the devil.  It is a counter-attack.  He is trying to get you to stop working for the Lord.”  Somehow the words of these two learned ministers coalesced and I got a real insight into my problems.  I was getting beaten to a bloody pulp by the devil but when I realized that all that was happening wasn’t bad luck, or environmental problems, etc. but rather the intentional, deliberate attacks of the enemy and then combined that knowledge with the revelation of this scripture I immediately began to recover.

You see, at first I wasn’t even sharp enough to realize that all that was happening was the work of the devil.  If you saw a continuous parade of disasters you might figure out that it wasn’t random but not me.  I was so overworked and stressed out that I couldn’t see what was right in front of me.  It took two pastors counseling me to get my head out of the sand but thank God their wisdom was a light for me.  Once I realized that there was a foe taking shots at me my back stiffened and I prepared myself for a fight.  Then I realized that the devil’s weapons were doomed for failure.  Once I heard that, the fight was done.  God and Jesus had already defeated that dude and all I had to do was acknowledge it.  As soon as I realized that there was an enemy who was causing my trouble and that his weapons could not prevail against me, the battle was over.  

The devil knows that he is already defeated.  The only tools he has are deception and ignorance.  If he can keep you ignorant of his presence and that he is behind your troubles then he will be able to get away with tricking you.  When you know, though, that none of his weapons have power against you, he is completely and utterly defeated.  In that simple yet profound truth you acquire Jesus’ victory over the devil and cover your life with it.

So, take an inventory of your life.  Are you going through some trials?  Guess who is behind it.  He will do anything he can to destroy your life.  It is what he does (John 10: 10).  But we have a bit of bad news for him because we can say with certainty that no weapon formed against us will succeed.  So stand up and shout it at him.  Let him know that you know the truth.  You are the victor in Christ Jesus, and he knows it.

1449. Thursday, November 22, 2012
Thanksgiving
Psalm 95: 2

Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms (songs).

Contemplate your blessings.  Do you have a roof over your head, food, friends, family?  Consider yourself blessed.  I know that you are facing various challenges but look at all you have.  We live in the most blessed country in the world and none of this great blessing is an accident.  We are blessed because of our God.  He is glorious, gracious, generous and worthy of all praise.

From the first Thanksgiving celebration until now we recognize in whom we have our breath and who it is that supplies our needs.  Praise and thanksgiving unlocks those blessings to continue to rain on us.  So, no matter your situation this Thanksgiving look realistically at your life.  There are people all over this world with nothing.  There is desperate poverty.  Even in our troubles we are so fortunate to live in this country because we always have the hope of a better tomorrow.

None the less, there are many hurting people in our own country.  Are we worrying about what we will get for Christmas when there are those who are in serious need?  Our own neighbors are struggling.  As we gratefully lift up our prayers of thanksgiving to our Father, let us also remember those who are less fortunate than ourselves.  Let us remember them in our heartfelt prayers and reach out to them this season.

We are the blessed of the Lord.  There is so much more He can and would like to do for us and through us.  With Him there is much we can do for our communities.  It begins with being appreciative of what He has done and who He is.  Lift your voices, lift your hearts.  Sing to the Lord for He is good.  He is a God of plenty and He longs to rain His blessings down on us.  Let us therefore lift up His glorious name and sing His praises.  Give Him glory, honor and an offering of thanksgiving.

1450. Friday, November 23, 2012

1 Chronicles 16: 8

Oh give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples.

It is nice that, as a nation, we have set aside a day to give thanks to our God for His provision for His people but every day should be a day of giving thanks for He is so worthy.  Even as we lift up our thanks to our wonderful Lord there is another aspect of thanksgiving we should consider.  That is praising His greatness among all the people of the world, letting others know how glorious and majestic is this King of Peace whom we celebrate.

We are a very blessed people and we should let others know how they can be blessed too.  They should hear that it is our God who blesses the work of our hands and gives to us that which we have not even earned.  He pours out blessings upon us.  As we gratefully lift our faces to honor His kindness to us, we should also let others know the secret of our success.  My blessing has a name.  It is Jesus.  It is Yahweh.  God is our glory and the lifter of our head.  He is our refuge and our strength.  He is protection from the storm and the gentle rain upon our crops.  He gives us seed to sow and then multiplies the seed sown.  There is not enough thanksgiving in the world to express all that He does for us.  It is good for us to brag on Him and let others know by whom we live.

Give thanks to Him today and share your great fortune with others.

1451. Monday, November 26, 2012

Psalm 18: 30

As for God, His way is blameless; the word of the Lord is tried; He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him.

God’s way is right, the way He does things and the way He counsels you to do things is the right and best way.  Have you settled that in your heart?  It is extremely important that you do.  Secondly, if His way is the best way, and we know that it is, then wouldn’t we exhibit a little bit of wisdom to inquire of Him for advice and guidance?  This may strike you as an odd question to pose to a group of Christians but what I have found is that we all fall off of the wagon at times.  When confronted with a decision, which happens every day, we often forget to consider involving God.  I have spent a great many years trying to discern why some Christians are so incredibly successful and others are not.  We are all of the same God and savior.  I am discovering, though, that some people live their lives in God a great deal more than others do.  The more one invests his life in Christ and in living every moment coupled to him the more successful they are.

You make hundreds of decisions every day.  How many are you taking to the Lord?  Do you remember when you prayed for salvation?  Did you make him the Lord of your life?  Then isn’t it reasonable that He should have some say in the management of your life?  I do not say this to condemn or convict you but rather to open your heart and mind to the potential of more Christ in your life.  Jesus and His father are passionately interested in participating in every aspect of your life.  And it is certainly in your best interest to have His anointing on your activities and decisions.  Furthermore, since we know that His ways are blameless, that they are perfect, then the more we incorporate His ways into our lives, the more success we are going to enjoy.  That stands to reason doesn’t it?  If His ways are the best and the right ways, then when we follow His leading we walk in the best ways, the right ways.  God’s ways will always lead to success.

So we need to learn to invite Him into our lives.  We need to learn how to listen to Him.  I know that for some of us learning to hear His voice takes practice but if I can do it anyone can.   By spending time with Him you learn the sound of even His whispers.  Dedicate yourself to involving God in your everyday life and hearkening to His voice.

1452. Tuesday, November 27, 2012

Psalm 18: 30

As for God, His way is blameless; the word of the Lord is tried; He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him.

I want to revisit the verse from yesterday because there is so much more within it for us to absorb.  There are three parts to this verse as you can see and I would like to suggest that they do not represent three separate ideas but rather one contiguous thought.  When one writes, one sentence follows from the previous and the elements within one sentence are all related.  So it is with this verse which is only one sentence.  When David wrote it he understood the interconnectedness of the three segments.

Yesterday’s Word of the Day focused on the first part, that God’s ways are perfect.  Today I want you to see that His way and His word cannot be separated.  His word is His way.  When God communicates His way and His direction to you, it is always in agreement with His word and most frequently it is His word that He uses to direct you.  So when we say that God’s way is perfect, we are in fact acknowledging the blameless way of the word.  David tells us that God’s word is tried.  It has been tested and shown to be perfect.  It is through that trying of the word, living it and seeing it work that David was able to declare that God’s way is blameless.  He was telling those who follow that the way of the Lord leads one into successful paths and that God’s way is known and discerned through His word.

To follow God’s way is to envelope one’s self in His word.  That word is armor.  It provides protection and refuge.  As modern day believers we have strayed too far away from God’s word.  As we have done so, we have exposed ourselves to the hazards of this world.  We have discarded our shields and made ourselves vulnerable to every perilous thing in the universe.  This is not “the way.”  God provided covering and protection for us but we forsake His kind gifts and the security of His sanctuary when we neglect His word.

God has given us everything and He has provided for our every need.  We must, however, follow His way in order to benefit from all that He has done for us.  It is like going on safari and taking the path that the provisioner has laid out for us.  If we follow our directions, we shall have all the supplies awaiting us.  But, if we choose to go by a different way, our needs and wants are going to overwhelm us.  Even though the outfitter has provided everything we could possibly need it is going to be of no practical use to us if we stubbornly go by a different route.  And don’t blame the outfitter if your needs are unmet if you didn’t follow the map.  You have been given everything you need, the methodology has been tried and proven, and the suggested way leads to secure refuge.  Listen to the wisdom of King David and commit yourself to God’s way.

1453. Wednesday, November 28, 2012

Daniel 9: 13

As it is written in the law of Moses, all this calamity has come on us; yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord our God by turning from our iniquity and giving attention to Thy truth.

I have been reading the book of Daniel for the last several days and there are a number of things that are striking about this man and his friends.  They lived during the Babylonian conquest but were favored in the court of the foreign king.  They were faithful men and saw their faith honored by Almighty God.  From the furnace to the lion’s den, these men’s lives gave great testimony to the awesomeness of their God.  As youths they were chosen for the king’s service, their wisdom and intelligence being recognized and valued by the occupying authority.  Daniel is also remembered for his visions and his interpretation of the king’s visions.  

What was it about them that caused them to see such miracles of God and to stand out even in the face of overwhelming political oppression?  Chapter six gives us a clue.  In the tenth verse we discover that Daniel prayed “three times a day … giving thanks before his God.”  In order to fully appreciate this passage, though, one must understand that Daniel’s enemies had contrived to have an injunction instituted by the king which would legally forbid anyone from making a petition to any God or man other than the king.  Daniel had faced this same kind of obstacle before.  Previously, when they were first chosen for the king’s service, the king appointed food for them from his own food.  In that case Daniel refused to defile himself by eating from the king’s table even though it put him at great risk.  Likewise, when faced with the injunction against prayer he stood for his God rather than for his comfort.

I once wondered how a person could pray three times a day.  What would you say?  How can a person have so much to pray about?  In reading the book of Daniel and especially today’s verse one begins to understand that when you give your life to God and dedicate yourself to prayer then your prayer life eventually loses its egocentricity.  Daniel prayed about and for his nation.  Although he was constantly in a precarious position and his life perpetually threatened, Daniel’s prayer life was not tied down to praying for his own security or well-being.  His prayer life focused on his people and he trusted his life to God for safe-keeping.  He did seek the favor of God rather than the favor of the king even if the rest of the nation turned their faces from God.

One lesson that we can learn from Daniel is that in times of the greatest calamity, seek the favor of God and give attention to His truth.  Give yourself to prayer.  If Daniel could pray three times a day when it was legally forbidden to do so, can we not find the means to pray once a day and seek our God?  As we mature in prayer we will find that our prayers do veer away from self-serving prayers to intercession for others.  In this life of prayer we learn to trust our Father for our needs and give ourselves over to praying for those who have not yet matured.  Let us be thankful for those who are carrying a prayer burden for us right now and let us move into our appointed place so that we may lift up those who are young in the faith.  Then perhaps we too shall see mighty moves of God.

1454. Thursday, November 29, 2012

Psalm 18: 30

As for God, His way is blameless; the word of the Lord is tried; He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him.

John 14: 6

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through me.

This is the third time in one week that I have used the same verse.  I try not to use the same verses at all much less in rapid succession but this provides an opportunity for you to see how well the Bible fits together and how perfect God’s plan and His way are.  This is a profound revelation.  Additionally, it is important that we see the fullness of the message which can only be known through the revelation by the Holy Spirit and in the continuity of the Old and New Testament writings.

First, did you know that the word “psalm” means a song accompanied by a musical instrument, usually a harp?  So every time you see the word psalm translate that in your mind to “song”.  Now, re-read the psalm above in light of John 14:6.  What you discover is God’s way, Jesus, is blameless.  Jesus is tried and he is a shield to all who take refuge in him.  With your expanded knowledge this verse literally comes alive.  It has substantially more meaning for those of us on this side of Jesus’ coming than for those who read or heard the psalm before the coming of Jesus.  

This psalm is prophetic.  It was written before the coming of Jesus but described him.  Of course, David as well as every other Jew knew about and looked forward to the coming of the Messiah and, frankly, although Jesus had not come to the earth as the Messiah yet, he did exist at the writing of the psalm.  Who knows, David may well have been not only led by the Holy Spirit in the writing of the psalm but he may have known full well that he was writing about the coming Messiah.  Isaiah and other Old Testament prophets certainly understood the prophetic nature of their writings.  The Old Testament points forward to the coming of the savior and the people of those times were very focused on his coming.  But whether David cognitively knew he was writing about Jesus or whether he was just being led in his spirit by the Holy Spirit, the greater truth of this Psalm is revealed by John 14: 6.  You are so blessed and so fortunate to have this great revelation of the Holy Spirit.  When you put these two verses together it provides a great anchor for your faith and confidence.  You have a refuge and a proven way.  Your refuge and way are very personal because Jesus is alive and wanting to be those things for you.  If you will take refuge in him he will be a shield for you.  The psalm has been fulfilled for you.  The revelation has been given to you.  Now, take full advantage of the greater truth you now know.

1455. Friday, November 30, 2012

1 Corinthians 4: 16

I exhort you therefore, be imitators of me.

Those are Paul’s words, not mine.  I would like this to be my admonition to you as well but I must admit that I am still making rookie mistakes that we should all be beyond by now.

Wednesday I had a bad day and it was all of my own doing.  I did not spend my time with God in the morning like I should have, like I constantly tell you to do.  The result was that my day did not go smoothly and my interactions with others were sometimes bumpy.  It certainly was not as bad as it used to be before I learned to spend time daily with the Father but it was bad enough to remind me of how it once was.  I finally said aloud to my Father, “Let’s never do this again.  I never want to have another day like this.”  The only grace was that there was still a measure of his favor on me even though I had not put on my grace cloak that morning.  He was helping me even as I was sabotaging myself.

On Wednesday I remembered what it used to be like when I was too busy to spend time with God everyday and I thought, “People live like this everyday.”  I have become used to the grace, peace and favor that follow me.  I have grown accustomed to not having to live in constant frustration and annoyance.  Wednesday reminded me how it used to be and I want no part of it.  I like living above the fray and I can have it if I will do what I continually encourage you to do, pray and read your bible.  

I want to tell you, though, about God’s grace.  Even though I had failed on Wednesday and I had neglected my precious Father He was still present and trying to fulfill me and take care of me.  That night as I began to contemplate what I would do for Thursday’s Word of the Day He gave me a great revelation.  When I most did not deserve His kindnesses he poured out a great revelation to me.  Even the next day He continued to fill me with the expanse of the revelation.  As I wrote to you on Thursday and tried to reveal to you what He was showing me, He was continuing to disclose the fullness of the revelation to me.   I certainly was unworthy of His kind intentions towards me and especially of His disclosing His mysteries to me.  I am fortunate to be his servant because He has blessing that He wants to get to you even when I blow it.

I am humbled by His goodness and by His great love for both you and me.  I am fully aware of His great longing to bless us both and to take care of us in our daily lives.  Will you take it from me, one who has failed yet has tasted the passionate nurture of the Father?  Develop a habit of reading your Bible daily and spend some time with your Father even if it is just a few minutes.  Just take some personal time with him.  Don’t encumber yourself with a Bible study or deep devotionals if it means you can’t have a few minutes just with Him.  Make that your priority and then add other things as you make additional time.  Have a private conversation with your beloved Father and His devoted son.  Give Him your day, invite Him to participate in it and give Him thanks.  You are going to be very, very blessed if you will heed this advice.

1456. Monday, December 3, 2012

Hosea 2: 7b – 8

The she will say, “I will go back to my first husband, for it was better for me then than now!”  For she does not know that it was I who gave her the grain, the new wine, and the oil, and lavished on her silver and gold, which they used for Baal.

This is God speaking through the prophet Hosea about Israel.  Israel left her first love, her God and became a harlot with other deities.  God, in disclosing future events, says that she will return to her first love and she will understand that it was He all along who blessed her and cared for her.

We don’t always recognize who it is that blesses us.  If you can look at your life and find good things, then that is evidence that your God is blessing you.  He blesses us even when we have walked away from Him.  Israel took the blessings that God gave to them and used them to worship Baal.  How awful is that?  But our God is love and He continues to bless the wayward wife.

I heard a famous person taking credit for his healing and denying God.  It grieved me because I knew that God had poured forth His grace and His healing power for this man even though he does not follow or confess God.  The truth is, though, we are God’s kids whether we recognize Him or not; whether we love Him or not.   And He loves us regardless of our ignorance or hedonism.

Before you think more harshly on this man than you should, look around you.  I think you will find that this problem is epidemic.  We are all guilty of congratulating ourselves when it was God’s grace that caused success in our lives.  Many or most of us have looked at some achievement in our lives and congratulated ourselves while ignoring God.  The truth is that although God has blessed each of us with talents they are completely useless without His grace to use them.  Take it from me, I know.  God let me spend a little time one year operating without His anointing.  Mensa level intelligence (which is not me) will not help you when God’s anointing has been removed.  I got to learn just how clever and talented I really am and the truth is that only His anointing makes my gifts work.  Without God’s grace and mercy anointing our lives we are all incompetents. 

So, if you are enjoying good things in your life, then thank God for them because it was He that brought them into your life.  And where you stumble, get humble.  Recognize that you cannot do anything on your own.  Your gifts, your intelligence just aren’t that impressive when compared to Yahweh.  But if you will humble yourself and recognize the kind attentions of your God, that is the same as opening a door to allow Him to operate more in your life.  Give thanks to God for He is good to all and His mercy is endless.

1457. Tuesday, December 04, 2012

Ezekiel 16: 48 – 49

“As I live,” declares the Lord God, “Sodom, your sister, and her daughters, have not done as you and your daughters have done.  Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had arrogance, abundant food, and careless ease, but she did not help the poor and the needy.”

Many people have used the story of Sodom’s sin and destruction as an indictment against homosexuals.  They say that the sin of Sodom was homosexuality.  But God says differently.  He says that the sin of Sodom was their greed, lack of hospitality, and gluttony.  The people of Sodom were wealthy having plenty to share with others yet they consumed their wealth rather than seeing to the needs of others.  God goes on to say that we are no better than Sodom; that even the Sodomites have not done as we have done.  We spend our wealth on our own desires never considering that we have neighbors who have real need.  This puts me in remembrance of the words of Jesus, “He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone.”

At this time of year it is good for us to pause and ask ourselves what being a Christian means.  What does Christmas mean?  It is such a busy season but I wish for you to pause and reflect on your life and your blessings.  I pray for you to be abundantly blessed; so blessed, in fact, that you cannot contain it all.  And my prayer is that many others will be blessed through you.  You see, the meaning of Thanksgiving flows very naturally into Christmas to me.  We begin by giving thanks.  Ultimately that thankfulness flows into a spirit of giving.  In other words, recognizing how blessed you are leads one into a desire to bless others.  Look around you this December.  Take a moment to consider your blessings and the condition of others around you.  Are there people in your church that could use some help this holiday season?  Is there someone at work who is struggling financially?  Perhaps you are the person God can use to reach these people with His kindness.  Maybe you are the person who needs to start an outreach.  You can do it!  You have God Almighty at your right hand.  There is nothing, and I truly mean nothing, that you cannot do with His help.  Stop and consider your ways.  Is there a way you can help others.  Do not pick up the stones to throw at others.  Use them to build a foundation of love, trust and help.  This is what Christianity means to me.

1458. Wednesday, December 5, 2012

Proverb 29: 25

The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in the Lord will be exalted.

Fear is one of the largest threats we face.  It is a snare of the devil.  That is probably obvious because fear does not come from God nor is God out setting snares for His beloved.  When one begins to entertain fear it becomes a devastating pit that is very hard to get out of.  Fear will grip your heart and make it extremely difficult for you to commune in your spirit with God.  Your creativity and problem solving skills become frozen and you begin to look very much like a poor animal caught in Satan’s trap.

Trust, on the other hand, is a breath of life.  It frees you from your problems.  Trusting God means turning your problem over to God and leaving it with Him.  You should be so comfortable in your belief that God will take care of you that you even forget the problem.  It is no longer a issue once you hand it over to God.

I used to be horrible at this.  I would pray about some problem and then the next thing you know I was worrying over it again.  I developed a little visualization that really helped me.  I would see myself taking the problem which was represented by a piece of paper and putting it in God’s “In Box”.  Then I would see myself walk away.  For a long time I found myself going back to His box and taking the problem back out but eventually I learned that He really will take care of my problems.  And when you learn to really let go and allow God to operate as your God and your Lord then you find that your heart is amazingly lighter.  You will actually become aware of how much stress you were carrying and it will surprise you.  Once you get free of it though, you will never want to return to the old ways.

God will handle your problem for you and lift you up at the same time.  You are going to be exalted by God even though He did all of the work.  It doesn’t make sense but it does work.  If you find yourself feeling worried, stop and give the problem back to Him.  A two minute prayer can do wonders for your blood pressure and your peace.

Do not give into fear.  Give into God instead.  Trust him and allow Him to exalt you above your problem and above your accusers.  He is your vindicator and your guard.  He will protect you and lift you high above all challenges.  Turn your eyes away from your problems and put them on Jesus.  Keep yourself focused on Him and everything will be alright.

1459. Thursday, December 6, 2012

Hosea 4: 6

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.

Revealed today is the reason why people are suffering so much.  They lack knowledge.  Just a little bit of God’s knowledge can go a long way to positively changing people’s lives.  Instead, people are starving.  They are weak from malnutrition but this can be remedied.

You know that I am a proponent of every person reading their Bible and praying daily.  The more time you spend in God’s presence the more of His victory you are going to experience.  However, I also remember what it was like to be so busy that you feel that you have little time to dedicate to study and prayer.  I was thinking recently about that time in my life and I wondered how I was able to grow spiritually during that time.  First of all, even though I may not have gotten in quality prayer and study time every day, I did not forsake my Bible nor cast aside my prayer life.  I was active in my church even though I would often go to work after church on Sunday.  At least I was hearing the Word taught.  As I pondered that question I realized that I put a lot of the burden of my prayer and study time on others.  Joyce Meyer and Kenneth Copeland among others ministered their study time into my life.  I leaned very heavily on anointed ministers to do their studying and then pour the Word of God into me.  You can only go so far on someone else’s study and anointing but that is the reason they have been called into ministry, to help us move forward.  They must spend their time in the Word and in the presence of God allowing Him to teach them because they are called as ministers of His gospel.  We get to piggy-back on their anointing, at least to a point.  We must still have our own dedicated time to be with the Lord.

Even today I still partake of many minister’s messages.  Any minister who has isolated themselves is making a mistake.  We can all benefit from the messages that God is giving other ministers.  There is so much content available online these days as well as CD’s, DVD’s, television programs, and more.  It is quite easy to hear at least one message a day.  I still listen to CD’s in my car and often start my mornings with Joyce Meyer and Joseph Prince.  If I cannot see Kenneth Copeland’s program live, he has everything on his website.  And he has such interesting guests that offer a variety of expertise.

You would be doing yourself a big favor to fill your life with anointed Word teaching.  Doing so helps you to face the world and you will even grow spiritually.  There is no limit to how much of God’s Word is good for you.  The more you ingest, the more nourished you become.  You cannot over-indulge.  I still advocate reading your Bible every day and praying every day.  That has been the revelation of my life and if I had anything to do over again, knowing what I know now, I would go back to my 20’s and become steadfast about daily prayer and study.  But, complimenting your own study time with the teachings of anointed ministers is a wise move.  Make sure, though, that you are selecting people who teach God’s Word.  Ministers’ own experiences and anecdotes can be interesting but they only have power when they enlighten the Word to your heart and mind.  It is the Word of God that has power.  Also, let their teachings penetrate your heart.  Christianity is not a religion of the mind; it is a relationship of your heart to the Father’s.  If you simply try to intellectualize God, then you are missing it.  Listen to Jesse Duplantis with your heart.  It will change your life and I ought to know.  

This is my secret to spiritual growth even in the busiest of times.  Even in my craziest times as a practicing attorney God was still able to minister to me because of this secret.  Surround yourself with anointed preachers and you will reap a great harvest.

1460. Friday, December 7, 2012

Matthew 8: 2-3

And behold, a leper came to Him, and bowed down to Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”  And He stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.”  And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  And Jesus said to him “See that you tell no one; but go, show yourself to the priest, and present the offering that Moses commanded, for a testimony to them.”
I find it interesting that Jesus instructed this man who was healed by the touch of God to go to the temple and give an offering.  When you stop and think about it you might say that is not an unreasonable response to God having done something great for you.  I do concern myself with Modern Christians though.  What is our response to all the great and wonderful things that God does for us today, salvation being chief among them?

We are no longer under the law.  That means that there is no longer a legal imperative compelling us to give an offering to God in appreciation of His generosity.  God does not require us to show our appreciation in offerings.  None the less, there has never been a people more blessed than we.  Our King and God came to the earth, gave his life, and took the sin of the world onto himself so that we might live an eternity of joy and peace.

Too many Christians take and take and give little back.  God blesses them in so many ways.  He sends His Word, His grace, favor, life and every other good thing and He charges us nothing for them.  Think of all that churches and ministers offer.  Almost everything is given free of charge.  There are Christmas Cantatas going on now where you can go be entertained by gifted performers without charge.  Extraordinary ministers spend their lives seeking God’s wisdom and revelation; disciplining themselves to do what the rest of us don’t want to do.  Then they give us all their acquired knowledge for free.  How much do we take before we ever consider what we can contribute?  If the law compelled the healed man to give an offering shouldn’t we who are under grace desire to do more?  We need to grow into a vibrant and effective church leaving passivity behind.  It is we as a body that must come together and be the dynamic church.  Jesus is calling to each of us become contributors to His mission.  We each have an important role to play.  First, though, as with the leper, we must receive our healing.  We must let Jesus do in us what needs doing.  Then we can fulfill our role in “the Church” not only our local congregations.

It is time for us to grow in spiritual things no longer acting like children who cannot be weaned off of milk.  We are not spoiled brats but rather the mighty church who serves an awesome God.  And in all things we should be grateful and express our thanksgiving in meaningful ways; not because we have to but because we so love our Lord and appreciate His goodness.  Let your heart be filled with all that this season offers.  Be tender hearted and let God’s goodness affect you.  He is glorious and His love for you endures forever.  Give Thanks.

1461. Monday, December 10, 2012

Isaiah 52: 10

Amplified

The Lord has made bare His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations [revealing Himself as the One by Whose direction the redemption of Israel from captivity is accomplished], and all the ends of the earth shall witness the salvation of our God.

Every day God is revealing Himself.  How would you like to have God reveal Himself to you?  Pretty cool, huh?  Yesterday God gave me a life altering and affirming revelation.  Guess how He did it.  Through His word.  

There is nothing more exciting in the world than when God opens up His word to you and reveals a profound truth.  Perhaps, like me, it is a truth which answers a puzzle you have been meditating over for years.  All of a sudden, in an instant, you have an epiphany that solves some great problem.  Wow!  How can anything be more exhilarating?

This revelation from reading the Word is what people often call a rhema experience.  It is when the words on the page transform from letters, words, and sentences to an enlightened idea.  It is when you understand the spirit of those words in their fullness.  If you have never had a rhema experience while reading the Bible then I pray that you will.  They almost always change your life.  They are just that powerful.  You might have read that same passage fifty times but all of a sudden this time it comes alive and starts speaking to you as if a person was speaking.  

There are many ways God can communicate with you and reveal Himself to you.  I don’t know why He didn’t just speak to me in my spiritual ears and tell me what I needed.  I can tell you, though, that most of my big revelations have come out of God’s word.  If I am a believer in reading the Word it is because the Word has transformed me and my life.  I have seen the evidence of what God can do when we humble ourselves before His word.  

Do you need answers?  Do you have some perplexing problem?  I know how to get answers.  I know how you can get the insight you need.  Every problem that has ever existed in the world since the beginning of time has been answered by God’s word, even your problem.  Ask God to reveal Himself to you and then pick up your Bible.  I promise you, it works!

1462. Tuesday, December 11, 2012

Galatians 5: 1

It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

When Paul wrote these words He was addressing a concern about converts to Christianity being required to receive circumcision.  Paul taught them that Christ had set them free from the bondage of the law so that they should not put themselves or anyone else under a yoke of slavery.

Think of that term “yoke of slavery.”  What do you think of when you hear the word yoke?  I immediately see a team of oxen yoked together and prodded to convey some enormous weight.  In my mind’s eye their heads are down.  The weight of their burden is heavy to bear.  It is just that kind of burden that Jesus came to set us free from.  We are no longer to be beasts of burden.  We are supposed to now be children of light.  What imagery does that invoke in you?  Do you see care free children playing gleefully in a sunny, flower adorned meadow?  Can you see them running and cavorting with smiles upon their faces?  It was for this freedom that Jesus set you free.

No longer are you to be bowed down by the pressures of life or struggling under a burden.  Your heart and your spirit are to be light and free.  The reality is that Jesus has already set you free whether you are living it or not.  And that was Paul’s point.  We can all choose to remain under any burden or yoke of slavery we choose.  Clearly, people of Paul’s day were doing just that.  He encouraged them, though, to throw off the bondage of slavery and to live as free people.  People today live under all types of bondages but we do not have to.  We can roll the care of the world on to Jesus.  We can enlist God’s assistance with all of the issues of life.

Don’t let life bow your head.  Psalm 3: 3 says that God is the lifter of your head.  How much more is this true since we now have the savior as well?  Whatever has bound you, give it to God.  Let the freedom which Christ purchased for you be full.  

1463. Wednesday, December 12, 2012

Psalm 103: 3

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name.

Let’s talk about religion for a moment.  Religion is a manmade institution.  Religion represents the ways man has organized, orchestrated and ordained for us to worship God.  Religion and denominations symbolize the sets of rules, the code that we humans have written for our practice of worship.  But I would have you know that I have not called you to be religious.  I have called you to be holy for God is holy.

God didn’t send His son to die so that we could become a group of religious robots.  He has called us into relationship with Him.  From the very beginning God set about to have a family.  He isn’t looking for service, he is looking for sons.  A near heathen can be religious. What do I mean by that?  I mean that a person could be at church every time the doors open, serve as a greeter, bake ten dozen cookies for the bake sale and serve food to the needy and yet never have a relationship with their Holy Father.  They could follow all the dictates of “religion” and yet not know Jesus at all.  Perhaps they know a little about him but they don’t know him.  We should go to church because our hearts long to praise and worship our Father and because we enjoy being around other people who love God.

Jesus came to give us his life.  He came to reconcile us to the Father so that we could be intimate with the Holy One.  God gave His only child so that He could reap more children.  So, don’t tell me how religious you are.  Tell me how much you love Jesus.  Tell me how precious He is to you.  Like a man said to me last week, “He is the love of my life.”  Can you say that too?  That is what it means to be a Christian; to be in love with Christ.

This Christmas season open your heart to the gentle caress of the savior.  It was love that sent Him here; it was love that compelled him to lay down his life for you.  It is, therefore, love that he is seeking in return.  Reach out to him with all your might.  Make your heart tender.  Let him touch you and move into your most secreted places.  Let Jesus be the joy and light of your heart.  No matter how you celebrate Christmas this year, make sure that it is from your heart.  Express your love for Jesus and His Father.  And let them fill you with all they are.

1464. Thursday, December 13, 2012

Hosea 6: 6

For I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice, and in the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

1 Samuel 15:22
Samuel said, “Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.

Proverbs 21:3
To do righteousness and justice is desired by the LORD more than sacrifice.

God has always had priorities other than our offers of sacrifice.  In the old days people would do their religious duty making the appropriate sacrifices at the appointed times.  God was trying to teach them, though, that His desire was for something different than their ritualistic service.  His greatest desire was for them to know Him.

The call of God is the same for us today.  His deepest desire is that we come to know Him personally.  He wants us to establish ourselves in Him.  This is not a new or different rule that He is attempting to impose upon us.  He isn’t just issuing decrees.  It is, in fact, quite the opposite.  We have been freed from the law and are supposed to live under grace.  Therefore, He does not want us to be burdened by an abundance of rules.  Instead He wants us to develop a personal relationship with Him whereby He made lead us on a day to day basis.  He wants us to abandon our ideas of service as a holy sacrifice and learn to attend Him out of our love for Him.  This is quite likely the singular message I can pass on to Christians.  Forsake superimposed ideas of service to a demanding God and instead seek His face.  He is interested in our heart condition and that we approach Him with our hearts.  He is seeking children rather than servants.

Christianity isn’t like elementary school where you get a gold star for performing all the assigned tasks in a satisfactory manner.  Christianity is love.  If you have not already, then you need to fall in love with Jesus and our beloved Father.  Father God wants you to seek intimacy with Him.  You won’t get a gold star for going to church every Sunday this month.  He doesn’t hand out gold stars as if to underlings.  He is handing out His affection and He wants you to seek Him at church, at home and everywhere.  You will please Him when you go to church for what you can give rather than what you can receive, when you go to give Him praise and worship.

This Christianity is a heart thing.  It is all about the love relationship between you and your father.  The greatest revelation about God is about His love for you but you must understand that a revelation is not an intellectual acknowledgement.  Your heart is the place where God comes to you.  It is where He resides but you must open it to Him.  And each day we can open our hearts a bit wider and allow Him to fill more of our lives.

This Christmas I am zealous to help you get more of God’s life force into you.  Even the old salts who have known God for a long time still have room for more intimacy with Him.  If your heart is not where you know God, then I implore you to make your service to Him a labor of love.  Yearn for Him and seek Him with all your heart.  There is grace in abundance and overflowing blessings for all who are of the house of the Lord.  Don’t stand outside the gate any longer.  Enter in as a family member and be blessed in the presence of the Lord.

1465. Friday, December 14, 2012

Hosea 8: 8

Israel is swallowed up; they are now among the nations like a vessel in which no one delights.

This verse is so sad.  Israel was God’s chosen people.  They were set apart and unique in the eyes of God.  This verse tells us, though, that they abandoned their unique status and became like anyone else.  In the Old Testament the word “nations” was used to distinguish non-Jews.  It was used in the way that the word “gentiles” or “Greeks” is used in the New Testament.  So there were the people of God, the Israelites, and the nations, which was everyone else.

The nation of Israel sold out to the popular culture of the time.  They began to act like and look like everyone else.  When God looked down from heaven He could no longer see a people who were holy and set apart unto Him.  No longer was there a special people dedicated to serving their God above all else.

How familiar does this sound?  Was Israel any different than we are today?  When God looks down upon us on Monday through Saturday, does He see a unique and set apart people?  Or is it very difficult at times to tell the Christians apart from everyone else?  I think that we sometimes get so caught up in our own popular culture and in being perceived as cool that we don’t allow ourselves to stand out as Christians.  Sometimes fitting in and also participating in all of the worldly things is more important to us than the exercise of our faith.  And when I say worldly I am not referring to sin.  Worldly just means things of this world, of our culture rather than the things of God.

It is easy for us to look back upon the Israelites and see clearly how they messed up.  But we need to understand that we are the Israel of the New Testament.  We are God’s chosen people, set apart and peculiar as His own.  So the question is, are we doing better than the Israelites did or are we just making the same mistakes.  Their history is in the Bible so that we can learn from their mistakes rather than repeat them.  Are we vessels in which anyone delights?  Are we uniquely beautiful?  Or are we just the same as every gentile clay pots?  You have been called by God Almighty to be a vessel of honor.   You are special and God values you highly.  Your calling is to live your life unto Him.  We are not meant to live like the world lives but to live the life Jesus purchased for us.  Don’t fit in!  Stand out!  You are the precious child of the Holy One of Israel.  You are the redeemed of the Messiah.  Christmas exists because God so loves you that He sent the Christ.  Celebrate your special standing in the Kingdom of God and step up to the high position that God has reserved for you.  You are the reason that God created this season.  Live your unique calling in Jesus’ name.

1466. Monday, December 17, 2012

Psalm 34: 10

The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; but they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing.

Lions are at the top of the food chain.  They are the kings of their domain and the last to experience the effects of drought or other problems because something like a drought usually drives herd beasts right into their jaws.  So, if the lions are suffering lack and hunger, then the situation is probably pretty dire.  However, even in the most difficult times, even when the king of beasts is starving, those who see the Lord shall have not only everything they need but also every good thing.

God is good and every good thing is in Him.  When you seek Him, then all good things are found.  Because He is the source seeking Him leads you to the fountainhead.  Water may not make it all the way down to the plain but there is plenty at the source.

In difficult economic climates there is one solid piece of advice.  Seek the face of the provider and source; seek the face of your God.  Do not rely on the economy of the land but rather the economy of the Lord.  This verse teaches that even though the strongest people struggle, those who are in the kingdom of God do not have to.  God is our source.  He is the fountainhead; from Him all blessing flow.  God’s provision is apart from this world economy.  It is far above in both quality and quantity.  Seek Him and allow Him to fill your coffers.

1467. Tuesday, December 18, 2012

Matthew 2: 10 – 11

And when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  And they came into the house and saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell down and worshipped Him; and opening their treasures they presented to Him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh.

It is Jesus’ birthday.  What shall we bring to this savior king?  What gift have we which is befitting a king?  I was watching “The Little Drummer Boy” last week when this question occurred to me.  The three magi from the east opened their treasuries to find gifts befitting a King giving to Him, the baby Jesus, the most precious gifts of the time.  In the story of the little drummer boy though, the little boy was poor.  He owned nothing worthy of a king.  All he owned was a little drum.  Well, we may not be poor like that little drummer boy but what have any of us that is a gift worthy of a king?

I suggest that the best gift any of us has is similar to the gift the young drummer boy gave.  He gave to Jesus the essence of who he was.  In like manner then, bring to Jesus all that you are.  The greatest gift you could ever give him is your heart.  He was born into the earth to give you life and to save you from being lost in your sin.  Your life is the price of eternal salvation.  We bring to him our lives in exchange for the life he was born and died to give us.  The only gift, then, that is worthy of him is your heart.  That is why God tells us that He loves a cheerful giver.  When you give gifts of money to God it is only a pleasant aroma when it is a gift of your heart.  The gift He wants is you.

You may not think you are much of a prize for the Christ child but He would disagree with you.  You were important enough to Him that His birth, life and sacrifice were all for you; all so that you might be with Him forever.  

This Christmas make a gift of worship to the savior.  Open your treasury and give him the most valuable gift.  Give him the gift he has waited to receive.  Present to him the fullness of who you are.  Give him every fragment of your person.  Leave nothing out.  Give him every memory, every hurt, every joy and triumph.  Give him every thought and consideration.  He, after all, has every hair on your head numbered so give it all to him.  Lay your life down before him and worship him in truth and grace.  This is the gift worthy of the savior who is King and Lord.

1468. Wednesday, December 19, 2012

Hebrews 11: 1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

So I was watching The Polar Express Christmas movie.  There is a running dialogue about “seeing is believing.”  That is a popular expression in our society so no one is surprised by that statement.  Unfortunately, as we learn in the movie, that is not the way faith works.  Therefore, that is not the way the Kingdom of God works.  If you want to see miracles in your life, you are going to have to operate in faith the way God teaches.  So the moral of the Polar Express story is “believing is seeing.”  And in the same way the instruction of the Bible is believing is seeing.

We must first believe.  Then when we have believed we receive that for which we have believed.  You had to believe first before you were saved.  It is the same with everything that you want God to do for you.  When you pray, believe (Mark 11: 24).  Living by faith is the greatest way to live by far.  The rewards are awesome.  It is not natural for us though unless we have been brought up in a household of faith.  It can be very awkward learning how to live by faith.  I know.  But as we learn and grow we find that committing ourselves to believing God by an extension of our faith is a wonderful way to live.

You must believe that God is going to do for you all that He has promised.  Your believing, your faith is the fuel that drives those miracles.  When you believe, you give life to that for which you are believing.  In his inspiring book titled The Fourth Dimension, Paul Cho tells how he thought of himself as being pregnant with the things that he prayed for.  As a young minister he needed a bicycle, a desk and a chair.  He pictured those items clearly in his mind and prayed asking God to provide them.  As he prayed he believed that those items were his.   He continued to believe God for them until they manifested in the physical world.  You see, your heavenly father is going to grant your prayer in the spiritual realm before it takes shape in the physical world.  He is a spirit being.  Faith and belief, then, are the currency of this realm.  We must approach God with our faith.  Faith sees the answer to prayer the instant the prayer is uttered and faith receives that answered prayer right in that same moment.  Then we stand in faith believing our prayer is answered.  Don’t vacillate and worry.  That is not faith.  That is fear.  Just believe.  Believe God is not a liar.  Believe He will do for you what He said.  And when you believe you will find that God converts your faith and belief into whatever it is that you need.  

Christmas is the ultimate season of believing.  If your believer is broken this is a good time for a tune-up.  Go watch The Polar Express but instead of thinking about Santa Claus think of your beloved Father who longs to bless you with every good thing.  Think and believe.  Believe and receive.  

1469. Thursday, December 20, 2012

Psalm 31: 14 – 18

But as for me, I trust in Thee, O Lord, I say, “Thou art my God.”  My times are in Thy hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.  Make Thy face to shine upon Thy servant; save me in Thy lovingkindness.  Let me not be put to shame, O Lord, for I call upon Thee; Let the wicked be put to shame, let them be silent in Sheol.  Let the lying lips be dumb, which speak arrogantly against the righteous with pride and contempt.

I usually do not think these days in terms of us having enemies but the real truth is that we do.  If you are going to serve God there are always going to be people who want to cast aspersion upon you and persecute you.  You may find yourself wondering why they would want to hurt you when you never did a thing to them.  The answer is simple.  Satan.  He is using them to slander and harass you.  He thinks that he can shake your faith.  Let it not be so.  Lean on David’s prayer and find strength.

David had the king of Israel hunting him.  David was always good to Saul but Saul had demonic influences affecting his mind.  Though David served the king, when that demonic influence took over Saul chased David all over the land seeking to kill him.  David never did anything bad to King Saul.  He was better to him than anyone.  Satan tried to kill David because he knew what a powerful witness David would be to us all.  But David stood in his trust of the Lord.  He gave his very life into God’s hands.  Time after time he was pursued.  He was persecuted, lied about and attacked.  But David always stood in the shadow of the most high and because he did, he lived to give us his wisdom in the Psalms.  Imagine a Bible without the book of Psalms.  It sure wouldn’t be the same.  Well, it was faith and trust that wrote that book.  David lived out all that he teaches in regards to trusting the Lord.  And, if it worked for David, then it will work also for us for God is not one to show favoritism.

Take this prayer of David’s as your very own.  Copy it in your own handwriting and read it aloud.  Trust the Lord to give you favor and to show your persecutors for the liars that they are.  You are a child of the Most High.  God Almighty is your defender, Jesus your advocate.  All who attack you or wrong you must answer to God.  You will not be shamed for the truth will win out but their shame will be on their head.  Their attack on you will turn and bite them like a snake.  You will be vindicated and the Lord will lead your triumph.

Meditate on David’s prayer.  Look into these words and see the posture that David took and the strength of his trust in the Lord.  Pray these words for yourself.  I think you will find strength and great courage.  Our Lord is mighty and He loves you.  Put yourself in His hands.

1470. Friday, December 21, 2012

Luke 2: 8 – 14

King James Version

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

It is that glorious season again when we celebrate the birth of our savior.  This passage of scripture rings in our ears and hearts from seasons past.  It is a very visual piece of scripture as I believe it was meant to be.  We imagine the angels speaking to the shepherds.  We can see the heavens open up and the heavenly host singing praises to God.  And one can begin to sense the glory of the Lord which shone all about.

I remember when I was a child how this passage of scripture and Christmas Carols used to touch my spirit.  I would become very tender and the presence of Jesus was palpable.  In my elementary school we would all convene in the cafeteria and be led in Christmas Carols by our Principal.  The joy of the Lord would fill that place and while we may not have seen the glory of the Lord shining all around us we could certainly feel it.  It was a time of great grace and the memory of it has blessed me throughout my adult life.  In fact, I try to recapture those feelings and sentiment each year.  As an adult, though, I lost that good Christmassy feeling.  I still loved Christmas but I just wasn’t the same.  I became busy with work and all of the other things which fill an adult’s life and I lost my sensitivity to the Holy Spirit of God.  But bless God; there is no time better than Christmas for opening your heart to the peace, joy and good will of the Lord Jesus Christ as we celebrate his birth.  

My Christmas wish for you is that you find or rediscover the tender heart of a child within you and that your heart will be filled with the presence of the Holy Trinity this Christmas.  May the blessing of the first Christmas gift fill your life to overflowing.  Be blessed in Him.  Merry Christmas!

1471. Wednesday, January, 2, 2013
Joel 2: 13

Now return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness, and relenting of evil.

Let us begin this new year remembering how great and how gracious our Lord Father is and that He is full of love and compassion; and let us rededicate our lives to Him anew.  Let this be a year of renewed devotion and adoration.  I don’t ask you to return to God as one who has wandered away but rather as one who, though devoted, wishes to enter into the deeper planes with the Holy One.  Let us each contemplate the wonder and awesomeness of He whom we are privileged to call Father and in our contemplation consider our position and relationship with our Father and God.

We are a blessed people.  Though each of us faces challenges we still are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, the anointed and blessed of God.  The very omnipotent being who created the earth, sun and all that exists deigns to look upon us as His own and calls us His beloved.  We who deserved nothing but His wrath have been made the children of God by God’s own love and sacrifice.

So enter His gates with a new heart, with a heart full of longing for the deepest and most meaningful relationship with Him that you have ever experienced.  Leave behind your religious ideas and precepts and seek Him as a child.  Check your intelligence at the door letting your heart instead lead you.  Make this the year that you throw your heart wide open to the miracle that is Jesus and to all that he purchased for you in the new birth.  Let him fully reside within you and live every moment of your life with you.  Be renewed by his grace and his love.  Let this be the greatest year of your life.

1472. Thursday, January 3, 2013

Isaiah 3: 10

Say to the righteous that it will go well with them, for they will eat the fruit of their actions.

So the great prophet Isaiah was in his office one day praying and meditating on God’s word when God spoke to him and said, “Isaiah, I have a message for you to tell my people.”  

This is the scenario I imagine.  God uses prophets to send messages to his people and Isaiah was certainly accustomed to working with God in this manner.  I find myself wondering, though, if God said to me, “Ivey, I have a message for you to speak to my people” what kind of message I would expect.  Would he give them a warning? Would He speak of things to come?  I am blessed to think that God would send a good word, a word of encouragement just as He did here with Isaiah.  “Tell my people it will be well with them.”

You are the righteous of God because Jesus made you so.  You didn’t earn it, couldn’t have earned it.  But Jesus clothed us in God’s righteousness through his sacrifice.  Now we have inherited all of the benefits of Jesus’ victory.  As such, we have become the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5: 21).

Now that we are the righteousness of God we can enjoy the fruit thereof.  We have sung “It is well with my soul” time and again in our services but do we believe it?  Is it a confession of faith or just a pretty song?  I strongly urge you to make today’s verse part of your daily confession.  Receive God’s well being down into your spirit and let it manifest within you.  Plant it as a seed in the very fertile soil of your heart so that it yields a great crop.

Here the voice of the Lord today conveying encouragement.  Listen as He speaks to you personally telling you it will be well.  Receive His words into your spirit in Jesus’ name.

1473. Friday, January 4, 2013

John 14: 21

Amplified
The person who has My commands and keeps them is the one who [really] loves Me; and whoever [really] loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I [too] will love him and will show (reveal, manifest) Myself to him. [I will let Myself be clearly seen by him and make Myself real to him.]

This is the Word of the Lord that God gave to Kenneth Copeland for us.  2013 will be a year of Jesus disclosing himself to us.  Now, I already know what is going to happen.  On December 31st someone will say, “Hey, Jesus didn’t reveal himself to me this year.”  Well, we can prevent that from happening right now for the veracity of this statement is borne out right now in a single decision.  Do you receive this statement with cynicism or excitement?  The answer to that question is an absolute predictor of who will see this promised fulfilled and who will not.  God can do nothing that you will not allow.  You must receive His gifts.  He is not going to hog tie you and shove His favors down your throat.  That is not our good and gracious God.  His gifts are for all who will receive.  I pray that is you.

And note, please, that it is Jesus speaking in this passage.  It is he who is telling us how to receive more of him.  It is interesting that Jesus makes an emphatic statement.  He says that this promise is for those who “really” love him.  What does he mean by that?  Well clearly it is not for those who only make a show of loving him.  It is not for those who dutifully warm a pew every Sunday but never allow Jesus to enter their lives and take up residence in their hearts.  It is for those who will listen to him, follow his leading and obey him.  We know his commandments.  It begins with love and love is its fulfillment.  Love God and love your neighbor.  Do as the Word commands.  Follow its leading.  For my part I am sending you the Word so that you will know what Jesus wants you to do.  

Do you want Jesus to make himself real to you?  You are going to meet him in the pages of “The Book.”  You will hear him speaking to you, telling you what to do, how to live and which paths to follow.  Then you just do what you see written there.  Increasingly Jesus is going to unfold all mysteries to you and reveal himself to you.  Who knows, you may have a visitation from the Lord.  It is possible.  Many people have enjoyed visitations from him.  He may give you visions or dreams.  They are all promised but they come to those who seek him and obey his commands.  So, be one of the people that Jesus visits this year.  It is his promise to you, now receive it.
1474. Monday, January, 7, 2012

Psalm 37: 4

Delight yourself in the Lord; and he will give you the desires of your heart.

The other day I was driving home.  As I drove onto the exit ramp I noticed a big hawk sitting on a limb in a nearby tree.  It was a beautiful sight.  I said, “You can come hang out in my yard.”  That was the last I thought of it but it was a joy to me getting to see him.  The next day I was sitting at my computer working on the Word of the Day when to my wonder a hawk flew into my side yard and settled in a tree outside my window.  Wow!  He was a beautiful bird.  He moved from tree to tree and down to the ground occasionally.  Once while he was perched in the tree furthest away I got up to retrieve my brand new binoculars.  I said a quick prayer to Dad that the hawk would still be there when I returned.  And, of course, he was.  Oh, I really enjoyed watching him.  Then I put down the binoculars so that I could continue to type.  In a minute the hawk flew to the tree right outside my window.  He was so close that I could not effectively use the binoculars.  What a blessing!  For you bird enthusiasts, it was a red-shouldered hawk, not uncommon in the Carolinas but the first one I have seen in my yard.

The point of the story is that God gave me the desire of my heart.  I didn’t even ask Him for this blessing.  I was just driving along but He heard me and within 24 hours he brought it to pass.  Isn’t that something?  

God loves to do things for us and to bless us in many ways.  The other side of this story is that I do delight in our Lord.  I take delight in Him, in knowing Him and in spending time with Him.  I delight in learning about Him and talking with others about Him.  He is my delight.  And because my heart delights in Him, He chooses to bless me.  His favor is upon me all day.

Now life wouldn’t have ended if that hawk had not shown up outside my window.  As a matter of fact, I wouldn’t have even noticed it but great joy was added to my day because of it.  It gave me another occasion to praise God and thank Him for the many blessings in my life.  When these kinds of things happen routinely it has the effect of changing the complexion of your life.  

Do you want to live a blessed life?  Then delight yourself in the Lord.  Let Him be the delight of your life.  Give time to Him.  It is a “delightful” way to live.

1475. Tuesday, January 8, 2013

Genesis 26: 1, 12

Now there was a famine in the land.  Now Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold.  And the Lord blessed him.

Many fortunes are made in the time of famine.  Millionaires and billionaires came out of the Great Depression.  Part of the formula, though, is that you must have seed to sow when the famine comes.  Our economy is going to rebound.  If you look at this country’s economic history you will quickly observe that the economy flows in cycles.  There are good times and there are lean times.  One of the secrets of not just surviving the lean times but actually advancing during them is to sow in the year of famine.

Isaac was accustomed to sowing and reaping but then came the famine.  In the time of famine one is tempted to eat one’s seed.  It is very hard to sow seed when you have concerns about having enough to eat.  But this is what is going to separate you from the others.  It is in studying Isaac and following his example and the advice God gave him.

Sowing in the time of famine begins in the time of surplus.  If you are to have seed to sow in the time of famine then you must put away seed throughout the years of bumper crops.  Americans have so succumbed to their flesh that they spend all of their income on the desires of their flesh when they have even two nickels to rub together.  We would be so much wiser if we would spend one of the nickels and save the other.  So, if you will indulge me I am going to give you some sound fiscal advice.  And if any of you have connections with governmental officials maybe you should consider forwarding this to them.

Tithe 10% and save 10%.  Tithe 10% of your income and save 10% of your income.  If you will do this you will be sound financially.  Once upon a time this was not uncommon advice but people who live according to this simple rule are becoming rare.  The reason is not typically that we do not have the means to do so; it is that we spend our money on everything under the sun.  When I was still practicing law I knew a couple who was experiencing financial pressure.  The problem wasn’t that they didn’t make enough money.  It was that they spent outside their means.  Despite economic pressure, they would line up on the day that DVD’s were released to buy the newest movie.  In addition, they owned at least three gaming platforms and the games to go with them.  You see, this couple could have saved and tithed.  They just chose to live according to their flesh rather than according to the Spirit and these were “Christians.”  Are we so broken in our personalities that buying every gadget and toy is a means by which to make us feel better?  I suggest that time spent with Jesus is a much better way to heal the brokenness and you won’t put yourself in financial straits in the doing.

In the financial crash of 2008 those with means bought stocks and real estate.  There were folks who were able to take advantage of the depressed prices and they profited there from.  So, let us look beyond today.  The economy will rebound but I can also promise you that it will experience downturns again too.  Begin preparing today.  Listen to the wisdom from above because God will most certainly lead you in fiscal wisdom.  He will even show you wise investments.  You must have that seed ready to sow though.  

Never stop sowing.  Even in the time of famine we must sow in order to reap.  God’s ways work if you will follow Him and His advice.  If you will listen to Him you will, like Isaac, reap a hundredfold in the year of famine.  Wow!  Doesn’t that make you wonder what he reaped in the good years?  Prepare your seed now.  The season to sow is upon us.  May your crops be bountiful!

1476. Wednesday, January 9, 2013

Exodus 15: 26

I, the Lord, am your healer.

Glory, Hallelujah!  Our Lord, the blessed Jesus, is our healer.  

In January, the beginning of the year, our hopes and dreams are new and young like those of a child.  Everything is brand new and we all get a “do over” like children in their games when they fail or make a mistake.  All things are new and bright and all things are possible.  There is no better time for us to think of the things we need or want to improve the quality of our lives and there is no thing more important to a great quality of life than our health.  Well, praise God, Jesus is showing up this January to tell you that he is the great healer and even more importantly that he is YOUR healer.  He, who is alive and whose living power resides inside of you is he who is who has healing in his hands.  Your Lord, your very personal and intimate compadre, he who is closer to you than a brother, is the one who has the power to heal and, not to belabor a point but…, he is living right inside of you so that healing power is already alive inside of your body.  I hope you can sense the enormity of these statements.  The healing power of the healer, of the Lord is resident inside of your body because that is where the Lord makes his abode.

I want us to think also of what the word “Exodus” means.  It is a going out, leaving, withdrawal especially by a large group and in this particular instance describes the departure of the Israelites from Egypt.  So, why is God showing up in a book about the leaving to proclaim Himself as the healer?  I believe it has to do with His making provision for His people.  It also most certainly has to do with leaving the curse of the world behind them and that is what speaks so loudly to us today.  We are the modern day Israel.  God’s promises and words to them are a proclamation to Christians.  As the Israelites left Egypt behind, they also left behind the sickness, disease and problems of Egypt.  In like manner, Christians leave behind the ways of the world and take up the ways of God and in so doing gain provision for every single need we can ever have.  We have all made a personal exodus from the land of the heathen to the land of promise.  In this land of Christ there is healing in abundance.  It truly is the land flowing in milk and honey.  It is the land of blessing and well-being.  You have only to believe to receive.  Receive Jesus as your healer and let him do wonders in your body this year.

1477. Thursday, January 10, 2013

Exodus 14: 14

The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent.

Here is one of the hardest lessons you will ever have to learn.  Let God fight your battles while you keep your mouth shut.  Ouch!!  I have trouble with this one I will say but I have seen in the last year how able God is in performing miracles if I will give Him the problems and then stay out of it.  My job, He is teaching me, is to pray and to maintain my peace.  Every time I begin to lose my peace again, that is a clear indication that it is time for me to pray again.  When your mind begins to mull over the problem or the problem person again, then it is time to pray.  If you are thinking about the problem then you have not completely given it to God and your heart is not at peace.

Ultimately this is one of the best examples I can think of for demonstrating what it means to be a doer of the Word.  We hear that expression that Jesus’ brother James admonished us with, be a doer of the word (James 1: 22), but most of us don’t really know what it means or how to do it.  Allow me to demonstrate this with two scriptures:

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.








Philippians 4: 6

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.



1 Peter 5: 7

Both of these verses tell you not to worry but to give the care of all things into God’s capable hands.  Now, this is the Word of God is it not?  If then, it is the Word of God, then it is also Jesus’ command to us.  We saw last Friday in John 14: 21 that in order to please Jesus and to be counted among those who “really” love him rather than those who just put on an appearance of adoration we are to follow his commands.  So, in order obey Jesus and be a “doer of the Word” you must give your cares to the Lord.  Simple right?  You see, all of the Word works together to form a perfect picture.  In this simple illustration we see the Words of Jesus, Peter, Paul and James all working together through the direction of the Holy Spirit to lead us into the divinely appointed life that was Jesus’ purpose in coming to the earth (John 10: 10).  So, you are admonished, ordered, and commanded to let God fight your battles for you.  And you are to keep silent and maintain your peace during the course of the battle.  If you have truly given the battle into the hands of the Lord and you really do trust Him, then you will have no reason to be anxious.  You can even let the problem flee your mind.  If you are constantly thinking about it, you have not given it to the Lord.  The devil will try his best to torment you with the problem but every time you find yourself thinking about it just give it back to God.  Say something like, “I have given the care of this over to the Lord,” or “That is God’s problem.  Talk to Him about it.”  And remember the part about silence.  If you are talking about it then you have not relinquished it.  In obedience is great joy and peace.  Allow God to be your champion.

1478. Friday, January 11, 2013

Romans 12: 1

I urge you therefore, brethren by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

Here we are in January, the beginning of a new year and many of us are making resolutions and plans that are related to our bodies.  Some are looking at diet plans; others are searching out exercise programs.  Many of us have probably already made purchases which are intended to help us realize our goals for our bodies in 2013.  I too am among that group.  Let me encourage you as God is teaching me to begin your health seeking goals with today’s scripture.  In other words, let your plans and goals for weight loss, getting in shape, running the three minute mile or whatever your goals may be, begin with presenting your body to God.  Make the first step toward your goal the dedication of your body to Christ and submit your mind and heart to follow his guidance and wisdom.

I have come to the conclusion that I cannot succeed in this area on my own or even with the counsel of knowledgeable people.  We can read the books and watch the television shows and infomercials but the true source of knowledge and wisdom is our own Father.  Jesus has promised to reveal himself to us therefore in every goal we have we would do well to seek him first.  Then we can apply his wisdom and perfect insight to our situation.  Seeking him is the beginning of all wisdom and his wisdom is a guarantee for success.

I wish you every success in attaining your goals in 2013.  May God bless your submission and dedication to Him.
Monday, January 14, 2013
No Word of the Day

1479. Tuesday, January 15, 2013

Matthew 5: 31

And it was said, “Whoever sends his wife away, let him give her a certificate of divorce”; but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”

There are some scriptures which make us quite uncomfortable.  No one really wants to talk about them but you deserve answers to even the most problematic scriptures.  Let us begin by confronting our problems.  What I find of most of us is that we just avoid the scriptures with which we have philosophical challenges.  I can appreciate that but I would argue that approach weakens us as Christians individually as well as the body of Christ.  It also shows a lack of trust in our Father and a lack of understanding in the love of God.  Better that we would tackle these scriptures head on.  And in that light, you are not without resources.  I do not claim to have laid hold to all truth yet but I have learned a few things and beyond that…our God is faithful and He will teach us that which we do not understand.  So, when you encounter difficult scriptures, rather than running away from them and hiding in untruth and unbelief, confront them.  Ask yourself how this scripture might have come to be in the presence of a God who not only embodies love but is love.  

In this case, this scripture means almost the exact opposite of the way many have taken it.  To understand this scripture you must first notice that it is written entirely and solely to men.  Women didn’t have the right to divorce men.  The situation of the time in which Jesus said these words is not unlike the situation in our own country not so many years ago.  In our own country only a couple of generations ago, women were chattel.  You might appreciate looking up that word in the dictionary.   Basically it means that women were property rather than people.  The laws of this country defined and reinforced that premise.  Divorce is a new concept in this country and the idea of a woman divorcing her husband was sheer lunacy just a few years ago.  Your Grandmother or Mother could tell you a few things.  So consider women’s rights 2000 years ago in ancient Jerusalem.

What was happening in those days is not so unlike today.  A young man would marry a woman.  You will find in the scriptures, especially in Proverbs, this woman called the wife of his youth.  Men were admonished to cling to the wife of their youth.  Well, that tells you immediately that they were not doing so.  Men would marry the beautiful young woman and she would be a delight to him.  But time tends to have an impact on people’s appearance.  So, the man would send away the wife of his youth and take a new, younger wife.  Today we call those “trophy wives.”  It is the same dynamic.  Thousands of years of human development have not changed it.  However, the legal system has stepped in to have a say.  It took the legal system 2000 years, though, to catch up with what Jesus taught here.

This scripture, then, is not a blanket reproach against divorce.  It is rebuke against a system that would allow men to abandon their first wives because they had tired of them.  It is the beginning of women’s rights.  You must appreciate that these abandoned women were not sent off with a caravan of goods and a condo in the next town over.  They were simply put out without means of any sort.  They owned no property, their children were not even their own.  The children belonged to the husband.  They were his progeny, not hers.  Our laws were exactly the same way until recently so this is not an area of law that we do not understand.

The abandoned women would then be forced into prostitution.  They had no other means of support.  Who would marry them?  Women had few means of support.  Primarily they provided sex to either a husband or a customer in exchange for their support.  So when a husband put out his first wife, she was forlorn and without the means to support herself.

So there was a prohibition against forsaking one’s wife.  The Jewish men were no happier about this injunction than were British Kings so, in like manner, they changed the law and the religion in order to attain that which they desired.  A law was made that if a man sent away his wife, he must give her a certificate of divorce.  In this way the Jewish law givers attempted to clean up or at least white wash an otherwise dirty little problem, some justification being given that we are no longer creating prostitutes of these women because we are giving them a certification.  Well, of course, the woman’s plight was not improved.  It worsened in fact because the men then had license to send away their wives.  The “state”, if you will, began to validate the practice.  The men could do as they wished and the state would wash their hands for them by issuing a decree of divorce.  It was a get out of jail card for Jewish men but it was a sentence to poverty and misuse for women.

I have heard many people use this scripture to preclude women from divorcing their abusive husbands.  That, my friends, is a travesty and an insult to any vestige of human decency.  Jesus was a friend of and a defender of women.  In this scripture he is exposing the hypocrisy and evil of the divorce decree and the system which created and supported it.  This proclamation of Jesus’, then, stands for the opposite of what most people claim that it means.   Now that you have heard it explained you can see that for yourself.  Jesus is taking them to task for this systematic abuse of women.  You see, Jesus knows that God is just as much woman as man.  He knows that God loves women as His very own beloved.  In the Kingdom of God, ladies, you are not second class citizens.  When you get to heaven, you will enjoy full rights and privileges and you will be compensated for all the indignities done to you.  Matthew 20: 16 says that “the last shall be first and the first last.”  Don’t you think for a moment that Jesus doesn’t know what is going on and He is justice incarnate.  He will, in this life, take care of you and in the life to come.

In concluding I want to again encourage you to take on the scriptures that ruffle your feathers.  There is a better than average chance that you just do not understand it fully.  If you will wrap your head around the concept that our God is a loving, compassionate God then you will have faith to seek out HIS meaning in scripture because you will know, in all certainty, that He means it for your good.

1480. Wednesday, January 16, 2013

Romans 10: 9 - 10

If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.

Have you ever wondered exactly what it takes to be saved?  Well, here is your answer.  Salvation is available to every single person but it must be personally appropriated.  The requirements are belief and confession.  You must believe in your heart that Jesus is the resurrected Christ and you must speak out of your mouth that he is Lord.  If you believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead AND you have confessed with your mouth Jesus as Lord, then you have received eternal salvation.  

I want you to see that your salvation does not come solely from belief.  Surely you must believe that Jesus is the Christ.  You probably would not confess him as Lord if you didn’t already believe him to be the Christ.  Notice, though, that the scripture does not say that you are to confess that he has been raised from the dead.  That part goes with your heart.  Your mouth, though, must acknowledge him as Lord.  This is submission to him as your Lord and dedication of your life to him.  

Now, the next thing for you to realize from this scripture is that this is the beginning of your life in the kingdom of God.  Once you believe in your heart Jesus’ resurrection and have confessed him as Lord, you are translated into the Kingdom of God’s dear son.  You become a citizen of God’s great kingdom where you will rule with Jesus forever.  You are now a joint heir with Christ.  This scripture is the beginning of your life with Jesus.  It sets you on the path of the rest of your life.  As such I wish for you to realize its continuing importance because this scripture not only teaches us about salvation from sin.  It is much more than that because it is the model for the rest of your eternal life.  Everything you need or want from the Father you will obtain in the same manner as you gained salvation.  You must first believe in your heart and then confess with your mouth.

So what is it that you need today?  As a citizen of the Kingdom of God you have been given the model of how to acquire what you need.  God has already provided for you but you must personally appropriate the things you need.  Therefore, you must first believe for that thing and then you open your mouth and confess your belief.  If it is health you need, then you must immerse yourself in the scriptures until you sincerely believe in your heart that God is your healer.  Then you must say out of your mouth that by Jesus’ stripes you were healed, or that God is your healer or all of the above.  As you confess your belief as Jesus as your healer your body receives the healing power of Jesus into its tissue.

No matter what you need in life, it is all going to be received by this same model.  God does not change.  He has made things to work in a particular way and you must do things according to the system that has been established.  There is a spiritual sphere in which real things happen and God has taught us how to operate so that the spiritual realm is providing for us but it works in a certain way just as the physical universe operates by definite physical laws.  Don’t argue with God about the spiritual laws.  He really does know what He is doing.  Just learn to work within the pre-defined structure.  Believe with your heart and confess with your mouth and you shall have whatsoever you say (Mark 11: 23 – 24).

1481. Thursday, January 17, 2013

Hebrews 10: 23

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

Do you want to know the devil’s strategy to defeat you?  It is actually quite simple.  Satan understands how the Kingdom of God operates.  He knows spiritual law.  Among the most powerful of spiritual laws is the one that says whatever you say is what you will receive.  Therefore, Satan’s big ploy is to put a little pressure on you so that you begin to loosen the control over your mouth.  If he can get you to start speaking with undisciplined lips rather than holding on to your Word inspired confession, he can defeat you … or rather, cause you to defeat your own hopes and dreams.

Proverbs 18: 21 tells us that life and death are in the power of our tongue.  The devil knows that.  He has been at this for a long time and he knows that the only way he can defeat you is to trick you.  Deception and trickery are his only real weapons.  They can be effective though.  And you know that when you get under pressure your mouth is usually the first place that pressure is vented.  We begin to orally rehearse the symptoms and conditions and forget the scriptures we have been quoting.  The worldly appearance of the situation begins to loom larger than the Word of God and our mouths follow that evidence rather than adhering to our statements of faith.  We all do it and that is why we must constantly be reminded.

If you want to know the outcome of a situation, just look at your words.  Are you trusting God or declaring all the negative junk that the world is trying to get you to believe?  You really have to be careful about whom you are listening to because what goes in your ears will program your mind and sooner or later it will start coming out of your mouth.  Then you’ve got trouble.  Clean up your mouth by guarding what you hear and by meditating on the scriptures that support your goals.  Keep those scriptures in your mouth.

You can have whatever you want and believe me miracles are happening.  I am receiving reports of almost unimaginable results.  It is working.  You just have to renew your mind constantly.  Remind yourself of the things you have been taught.  Preach to yourself a little and by all means don’t let your mouth sabotage your dreams.  Even when things look like they are headed south, keep up the confession of your hope.  God is faithful and you are going to win.

1482. Friday, January 18, 3013

1 Corinthians 14: 2

New International Version
For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God.  Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit.

There are many questions about speaking in tongues which is no huge surprise since most of us do not teach on it very often.  Well, I welcome your questions but also I think Paul articulated the heart of the matter in this passage of scripture.  When you speak in tongues, you speak unto God.  That kind of says it all.  I really like the way this verse reads in the New Century Version:

I will explain why. Those who have the gift of speaking in different languages are not speaking to people; they are speaking to God.  No one understands them; they are speaking secret things through the Spirit.   


Don’t you like that?  Now here is a key piece of information you need.  Not only do people not understand you unless God has given them the interpretation, but neither does Satan.  You can talk all day long and he will never know what you have said.  I love that.  It is an awesome and powerful tool.

Another powerful element about praying in tongues is mentioned in this scripture.  That is that the Holy Spirit is giving the prayer utterance.  In other words, the Holy Spirit is guiding and directing that prayer.  He is providing the words and ideas.  I really like that as well.  As a matter of fact, just yesterday when I prayed for all of you I said a few things in English and then switched to tongues because I felt that my English prayers were not covering all of your needs.  So, I just said to the Holy Spirit, “Holy Spirit, I wish for you to pray for everyone who receives the Word of the Day because you know their needs better than I and you know how to pray better than I do too.”  Then I just launched off in tongues.  So that means that the Holy Spirit prayed for you yesterday.  You’ve got to love that.

Praying in tongues is a direct link to God through the person of the Holy Spirit.  It is spoken mysteries and secrets.  It is holy utterance, the Holy Spirit giving unction to your tongue.  When you don’t know what to pray, pray in tongues.  Later in this chapter the Apostle Paul said, “I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all” (v. 18).  As I said, it is an awesome tool.  Sometimes I wonder how people pray, especially at length, if they don’t pray in tongues.  I, like Paul, am thankful for the gift of tongues.  If you are not operating in it right now, then you have only to ask the Lord.  It is a free gift.  The only reason, really, that it is shrouded in mystery is because the devil does not want the body of the church to know about it and use it.  He would be so out in the cold.  Imagine if every Christian in the United States prayed in tongues.  That would mean everyone praying in a manner which the devil cannot understand and with the Holy Spirit praying through them.  Boy, that would rock his world.  

You can have this gift.  God isn’t hiding it.  In fact, He wants you to have it and speak directly to Him in His own tongue.  Ask Him for the gift of speaking in tongues and then just begin to pray allowing whatever sounds to come out of your mouth.  Turn off your analysis and just let the Holy Spirit guide you.  Just give him your mouth and tongue.  You have to do the speaking.  You have to push air over your vocal chords but he will form the words for you.  Today is a great day to speak in tongues.

1483. Monday, January 21, 2013

Revelation 21: 8

But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

This is certainly an interesting list of evil doers that God warns will go into the lake of fire.  Perhaps it is not the list that we would have made.  Would you have included cowards?  How about liars?  One thing that I have noticed is that many times when people lie it is an act of cowardice.  Maybe that is why cowardice and lying are together in this list.

Another thing that has become apparent to me is the acceptance of lying by our society.  Well, it is not okay with God and this verse is evidence of it.  As a matter of fact there are many scriptures which speak against lying.  It is not a gray area with God.  People don’t think that it is wrong to lie on their taxes but it is still a lie.  One of the most telling pieces of evidence I have seen lately about the social permissiveness towards lying is television programming.  One TV channel’s line up has a show called “Pretty Little Liars” which is followed up by a show titled “The Lying Game.”  What does that say about our culture?  What message does it send to our children?

Well, lying is not okay.  It is not permissible in the eyes of God and you really have to guard yourself because all around you are messages that lying is acceptable.  It has become adopted by the popular culture or what we would call “the world.”  Unfortunately, people who fall into this trap are also going to fall into the lake of fire and that is not a good place to be.  We need to be counter-voices in this age.  Our voices can be the ones that turn people away from destruction.  The tongue is a powerful tool.  It can speak mysteries and miracles and it can lead to calamity.

First we must recognize how prevalent lying is becoming in our culture and then we can try to lead people away from it.  Its way leads only to destruction.  Can we turn around the whole culture?  Well, it is a big task but God does specialize in the impossible.  We must first guard ourselves and then begin to influence others for good.  

As a final thought, if your parent’s would have punished you for a thing when you were a child that thing is still wrong when you grow up.  Then again, have you really grown up if you haven’t learned the lessons of childhood?  Lying fits squarely within this little paradigm.  It was wrong when you were a child and getting older did not make it alright.  And just because it is the IRS that some people lie to doesn’t make it okay either.  We may think our tax code unfair but lying does not improve it.  As we were told when we were children, two wrongs don’t make a right.  Let us correct this bad behavior in the body of Christ and then repair our nation.

1484. Tuesday, January 22, 2013

Matthew 21: 43

“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.”

In order to understand scripture it is important to know to whom a passage is spoken and about whom the message is meant.  In this particular passage, Jesus is speaking to the religious hierarchy.  Specifically he was talking to the chief priests and the elders.  These were people who held positions in the church.  This particular group held the highest offices in fact.  They had all of the trappings of office and went through all of the religious rites and motions but Jesus was teaching them that they were missing the elemental things.  They were not producing the fruit of the kingdom.  So, Jesus said that the kingdom would be taken away from them and given to a people who will produce fruit.  That would be you.

God is not interested in the form of religious worship nor the trappings of religious hierarchy.  He is interested in the condition of our hearts and the product of our love for Him.  He is interested in our being the expression of His love and His fruit.  So, what is the fruit of the Kingdom?  Galatians 5: 22 lists them for us: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”  The kingdom of God is being taken away from those who only simulate the kingdom of God through their self-prescribed piety and given to those who produce fruit.  God is not looking for religious service.  Religion is a man-made construct.  God is looking for those who will live love, joy, peace, patience, etc.  He wants people whose very nature has come to express those characteristics which are the elements of His character.  That is why the kingdom of God has been taken away from the former keepers and given into the hands of people like you.

This is what it actually means to be a Christian.  After we say a salvation prayer then we are to embark on a life of becoming more like Christ so that we do express his nature in our very being.  We are to be transformed from our former selves into the likeness of God by the renewing of our minds (Romans 12: 2).  And we renew our minds through the Word allowing it to perform its perfect work in us.  We are being transformed into the keepers of the faith and the administrators of His kingdom by the Holy Spirit of Promise who is the Spirit truth.  Rejoice.

1485. Wednesday, January 23, 2013

John 13: 20

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.”

This is a lesson in Christian maturity and one that most of us need to hear.  If this isn’t for you, then it probably applies to someone you know and maybe you can help them.  Jesus is teaching us to receive those whom he has called and sent to us.  On the surface that sounds simple enough but let me show you how this plays out.

Let’s say you go to church this Sunday and your preacher’s message just doesn’t sit well with you.  Or perhaps it is worse than that.  Perhaps he steps on your toes.  Maybe you leave church angry.  Maybe it isn’t your pastor that upbraids you.  Maybe it is another minister whom you listen to routinely but this time he or she just rubs you the wrong way.  Maybe it is even me, God forbid.

Most of us have been in this situation at one time or another.  What do you do?  I know what most of us want to do.  We want to walk out of the church door and not go back.  If it is a TV preacher that has offended you then it is easy enough to just turn them off.  Well, the truth of the matter is there is probably no person on earth that you agree with 100% of the time.  The bad news is that your lack of agreement with them does not make them wrong.  In fact, nine times out of ten it is the very thing that you need to hear but it is an area that is sensitive to you so it smarts a little.  Now, I am not saying that all ministers are right all of the time either.  We are fallible too but just because something doesn’t sit quite right with you does not mean that you should get yourself in a tizzy and cut off that pastor.  He or she has been called by God and sent to you to bring you truth and revelation.  Surely you have heard the expression, “the truth hurts.”  Well, sometimes that is all there is to it.

We must grow up as Christians and not just throw temper tantrums when someone doesn’t agree with us and cut them off.  Jesus said that when we receive the one he has sent that acts as receiving both he and the Father as well.  Presumptively then, when we reject the messenger he has sent we are rejecting him.  Even if your pastor is wrong about something that does not mean that you are to reject him or her.  Not one of us is perfect nor are we walking in perfect wisdom yet.   And just because that TV preacher said something that worked you up doesn’t mean you should cease to send your monthly gift.  When you disagree with God’s called ones the best thing to do is to pray about the matter.  If you cannot reconcile the problem then put it on the shelf for now.  It may be that you are not ready for it yet.  But don’t turn preachers off because they occasionally take you into unfamiliar territory.  Since they are called by God to deliver revelation then the words they write and speak to you are necessarily going to deliver foreign concepts.

We are closing in on the last days and it is imperative that the body of Christ mature.  Each one of us is needed in these last days.  We cannot act like little children with hurt feelings.  Temper tantrums and holding our breath are not going to increase our knowledge of the things of God.  Believe me, you are going to begin to hear a lot of things that are not familiar to you because the time is getting short and God is going to pour out more and more of the revelation knowledge that He has stored up for these days.  And lastly, at the risk of stepping on your toes myself, your ministers need you.  If your pastor is truly wrong about something then don’t act like a child.  Be mature and hang in there with him or her.  He needs you to pray for enlightenment for him.  Be a leader in the kingdom; go into your prayer closet and pray for those whom God has given to you.  Pray for that pastor.  There are people that God has put in the pulpit and the rest of us are to respect their position but just like any leader in any organization the leaders need the rest of the people doing their jobs proficiently.  Nowhere is this more true than in the body of Christ.  We, the body, are critical to the overall mission.  We can move mountains in our prayer closets and we can protect our leaders with our prayers.  Be strong and mighty, be bold and brave and in all be faithful to those God has sent to you for when you receive them in grace and love then you have received Jesus and God the Father.

1486. Thursday, January 24, 2013

John 1: 16 – 17

For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.   For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.

I want you to go back and re-read the passage above very slowly and carefully.  This is a very important bit of scripture and I believe it is over looked too often.  There are two points I wish to convey through today’s scriptural reference.

First, if you want to get to know Jesus, there is no book better to read than John.  The Apostle John and Jesus were intimate and as you read John you encounter Jesus within that framework of intimacy.  If you want to fall in love with Jesus and get to know him personally then follow John.  And if you are a studious person, then pair the New Testament writings of John with the Old Testament prophet Isaiah.  Those writers go well together and you will see the Lord revealed as the Great King and the loving big brother.  

Secondly, I believe that the message of the age is grace.  I started listening to Joseph Prince last year.  His message, in fact his whole ministry is about God’s grace.  Lately I’ve been looking around and I find more and more preachers teaching about God’s grace.  God gave Kenneth Copeland a prophetic word for us for 2013 and it was a message of Great Grace.  I’ve seen it recently from Charles Stanley too.  I very strongly believe that this is the message that God is trying to get over to us.  He wants us to understand and to receive His grace.

Max Lucado’s newest book is about Grace.  In reading an interview conducted with Max Lucado I came across this statement, “Faith is learning how to receive what grace gives.”  That is one of the best quotes I have heard in a long time.  Most Christians have a hard time really understanding grace or faith.  Lucado has given us a great insight to each, I think, in that one simple statement.  God gives you everything.  It is by His grace that everything is yours.  You didn’t have to earn a thing.  Faith is that believing process by which you procure every gift of God.  You never have to toil or labor for the gifts of God.  They are all yours just by and through His goodness and generosity.  And why is that really so hard to understand.  You deserved very little of all the good things your parents did for you too, especially when you were a teenager.  That is grace; love which causes generosity, kindness and the gift of blessings to those who don’t even deserve it.  Grace does not make you deserve the gifts of God.  They are yours by His love.  His love for you earns every good gift for you.

I hope you will meditate on grace this year.  Everywhere you look is the grace of God.  Grace is very big.  It is much more broad as a concept and in its effects than I have even hinted at in this devotion and I wish for you to discover all that grace does in your life.  As a matter of fact, I didn’t even touch on all that this passage tells us but if you will read each New Testament verse with the word grace in it you will see the wonder and the glory of God’s miracle in Jesus.  You will see the magnitude of Jesus’ victory.  You are going to be very blessed.

1487. Friday, January 25, 2013

Isaiah 13: 1, 6

The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw.  Wail, for the day of the Lord is near!  It will come as destruction from the Almighty. 

There is one thing about reading the Bible that you really need to know.  Not all passages are for all people.  Sure they are all there for our edification and enlightenment but all passages are not about us.  Take today’s verses for example.  This selection is specifically for and about Babylon.  If you read the rest of this chapter you will see that it is a frightening forecast.  And if you did not bear in mind for whom and about whom this was spoken then you might be tempted to fall into despair.  But, these verses are not about you.

Not only could you despair over some of the prophecies but also it makes the Bible hard to understand.  One day you read about how great it is going to be when the Lord returns and the next day you read a passage like this one in Isaiah.  How can they be so disparate?  Well, the answer is that the verses speak to different groups and that makes all of the difference.

There are three groups of people.  There are the Jews, those who were born Jewish.  There are the Gentiles, everyone else in the world whose mother was not a Jew.  And then there is the Church.  The church is everyone who, whether born Jewish or Gentile, has made Jesus the Lord of their life.  The end of days sees these three groups with very different experiences.  

You are a part of the glorious church.  You have a great future ahead of you full of glory and exultation.  Unfortunately, there are dire consequences for the other groups.  If you don’t identify to whom a prophecy speaks then it would be quite easy for you to become confused or dismayed.  Babylon refers to the world, to the group of people who were not born Jewish and have never joined with Jesus.  It refers to their system and way of behaving.  The Kingdom of God is your system, your way of operating.  You are not part of the Babylonian system; you are a part of the Kingdom of God.  Even though we must live in the world, we are not of the world.  We are not a part of it nor governed by its principles.  We are of the Kingdom and as such we operate according to the laws of our domain.  That is why it is so important for me to teach you the Word because it tells us how to operate in the Kingdom of God.  That is also why you can be prosperous and healthy though the world around you decays.  So, not only will the end times be very different for us, even today as we live here on earth we need not experience the same things as those who belong to the world and hence the Babylonian system.  You see, prophecy tells us that the times will be different for us at the end of the age but you need to understand that today is a prophetic day too.  Today is a day that was prophesied about thousands of years ago.  It was said there would be a chosen people, a royal priesthood and that they would be sanctified and blessed.  That is who you are.

Now that you know that the Bible speaks to different groups of people I hope that you will understand it better and understand your place today and in the future.  God said you would have a glorious future.  You are not subject to the ways of the Babylonian system now and you are not the heirs of its future.  You have been made a joint heir with Jesus and believe me that puts you in a very different group.  All prophecy for you is bright and promising so don’t let the end times frighten you.  Praise God that you have been adopted into the Kingdom of God.  And when you read the Bible, make sure you know about whom the passage speaks.  It will make a great difference.

1488. Monday, January 28, 2013

Ezekiel 22: 30

And I searched for a man among them who should build up the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.

This is about intercession.  Intercessory prayer is a prayer wherein one prays for another as if standing in their exact place.  When you intercede in prayer you move into the position of the person or entity for whom you are praying and pray on their behalf.  It is a very potent prayer.  You may often hear people speak of “standing in the gap” for someone else.  That expression comes from this scripture.  

Intercessory prayer can be about any topic.  It can be used when others are lost or even when they are saved but really don’t know their way or how to pray as they ought.  It can be used in con-junction with the prayers of someone who knows how to pray but it is a devoted, involving prayer.  It is importuning God on someone else’s behalf as if praying for yourself.  You might imagine a grandmother praying for a lost grandchild.  The image of one fervently giving oneself to prayer is the image of intercession.

Intercessory prayer has changed the world.  It can change the world again.  To be an effective intercessor you have to have your problems settled so that your heart and mind can be on the needs of others.   In this passage Israel’s sins were about to consume her and God was looking for someone who would bear the burden of prayer for Israel but He found no one.  He wanted someone who would pray to Him on Israel’s behalf so that He could be loosed on her problems and move on their behalf.  See that is what prayer does.  God has given dominion of the earth to mankind.  He does not even have to right to interfere in the affairs of man but when someone prays, they invite him into matters affecting the world.  That invitation, that permission is what He seeks.

In this case He wanted to act on the behalf of Israel but He could find no one who would open the door to Him; He could find no one who would pray.  How sad is this?  And yet, I wonder if the United States is in the same predicament today.  I don’t feel that I am doing my part.  Are there others like me?  How many people never pray for our country and our leaders?  How many people pray for little other than themselves?  They are still so caught up in themselves and their problems that their scope cannot reached beyond their own walls to fill the gaping holes in the wall of the city if you will.  

We must first receive a revelation of God having met our needs.  Then we must receive and experience His provision so that we no longer need to spend all of our prayer time getting our needs met.  Then, when He has become the God that has met all of our needs, then we can lift our eyes beyond our own circumstances and begin to pray for our beloved country.  We can pray for the souls of her people and for divine leadership of her officials.  When we become strong individually then we can become strong collectively and we can change the world.  It has been done before and it can be done again.  Who will stand in the gap?  In one voice let us all shout, “I.”

1489. Tuesday, January, 29, 2013

Isaiah 49: 25 b
For I will contend with the one who contends with you.

Everyone needs a place in the Bible to which they can turn in the time of need; a haven if you will.  For me, it is the book of Isaiah.  Whenever I feel need pressing in on my soul or I need to hear from God, I open to Isaiah.  As a matter of fact, my Bible most naturally opens to Isaiah than any other book of the Bible because it has been used so much.  I have received more personal “words” from the Father from the book of Isaiah than any other book including my “call” to the ministry.

You need a “go to place” too.  For many people I would expect that to be the book of Psalms.  There is comfort in the Psalms and many good promises.  We get to see into the heart of David in the Psalms and he really reveals his relationship with the Father.  You can learn through David’s journey how to trust the Lord in your daily walk.

Proverbs is, I believe, the premier book of wisdom.  If you just want some straightforward leading, then the Proverbs of Solomon are guaranteed to help you.  it is a very nuts and bolts kind of book.

And then, of course, there are the gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John when you want to see Jesus’ walk on the earth.  Jesus is in every book of the Bible but in the gospels you get to walk along the streets with him and witness his miracles.  You get to sit at his feet and hear him teach.  They are very special and a great comfort in a time of need.

And then there are the Epistles of the New Testament.  These are the books of guidance for the Christian.  They explain what Jesus’ victory caused and accomplished in the earth and in the coming age, they teach you who you are in Christ and they teach you how to grow in Christ.  They are the textbooks of Christianity from the fundamentals through graduate level studies.  They are the bedrock of Christian thought and understanding.

Do not think for a minute that I am discounting any book of the Old Testament though.  I am constantly reading in the Old Testament and finding Jesus there as well as great wisdom and direction.  I try to bring the Old Testament alive for you and to mine its nuggets because I know that we are all more inclined to spend our time in the New Testament.  And there is nothing wrong with that but I would not have you miss any bit that God has for you and there are reasons He gave us those old books in our shiny new book of faith.

In today’s passage you can see that God the Father used the great prophet Isaiah to send encouragement to His people.  His promises are forever as is His strength which He reveals in these words.  Let the enemy come, they must contend with the Lord High God of all, the great I AM.  This is the kind of strength you can gain from walking along with Isaiah.  Let the great prophet minister to your need.  Let him lead you and encourage you.  When it is time to take up arms, let Isaiah show you God’s strength.  When you need a mother’s comfort and nurture, pick up the Psalms.  A father’s advice, you will find in the Proverbs and the Good News of Jesus, the Christ, in every single book of the Bible.

This book we call the Bible isn’t homework that you should dread.  It is both the milk and the bread of life.  It is a light in the dark places and comfort in times of need.  It is the strong double-edged sword which will cleave every enemy of the Lord’s which includes anyone that comes against you.   It is shelter from the storm and a blanket of warmth.  Find your favorite book.  Discover which book is your “go to place.”  When you do, you will forever have that comforting, healing place to retreat to when the world looms large over you.  Your God has provided for this need as well as every other.

1490. Wednesday, January 30, 2013

Isaiah 49: 26 

And I will feed your oppressors with their own flesh, and they will become drunk with their own blood as with sweet wine; and all flesh will know that I, the Lord, am your Savior, and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.
The part I italicized is the part to which I wish to draw your attention.  This is one of the ideas that motivates me beyond all things, that all flesh will know and acknowledge that my God is THE God, the Mighty One.  It is also one of the reasons that I don’t like seeing defeated, weak Christians.  Our God is mighty and people should see that truth resonating in our lives.  Our lives should boast of the might and the majesty of our Lord.  We shouldn’t have to go out witnessing to others.  They should see the success and joy of our lives and want to know our secret.  People should be running to us seeking a way to know our God.

The truth, though, is that sometimes you can’t even get Christians to recognize the awesome power of our God.  They have been so co-opted by society that they have succumbed to the thinking of the world.  When people see success in your life often they want to attribute it to luck rather than to your close walk with the Lord.  The reason for this is simple.  Should they admit that your walk with the Lord is the reason for your success there will be a burden on them to accept responsibility for their lives.  Your close relationship with the Lord didn’t come by simply saying the sinner’s prayer.  You’ve had to work at it.  It is work.  And it requires some discipline and faith.  The harder I have worked at my relationship with God, the more blessing I have experienced and the luckier I appear but it isn’t luck and it wasn’t always easy.  It is not always easy today.  I, like you, have to be disciplined.  I have to obey and I have to trust God when the way before me seems impossible.  God’s ways work.  I am receiving reports of the great things that believers are letting God do in their lives.  And that is the real secret.  It is learning to work with God so that He can increasingly move blessing into your life.  Walking with God is a way of life but it is a way of life that can be learned and it is available to whom so ever chooses.

I have a dream, a dream of a nation filled with believing Christians, of Christians living and walking in the power of Jesus; power that sets the captives free, that heals the sick and saves people from the grasp of hell.  We can be this people.  We are the chosen ones.  As we walk in the power and grace that Jesus has provided for us, then all of the unsaved and all of the naysayers will have to admit that the God of Abraham, Jacob and David, the God of Peter, Paul and James, your God is the one true God; God Almighty; creator, king and soon coming Lord.  All will see the glory of our Lord and stand in awe of His majesty.  It is our job to let his light shine in a dark and dying world.  Pick up the mantle of Christ.  Let your life shine as a testament to what God can do with a willing person.  Be bold, be brave, be daring.  Confess your victory in Christ and stand on it.  He is the rock of your confession.  Believe and let your belief find expression.

1491. Thursday, January 31, 2013

Amos 8: 4 – 5

Here this, you who trample the needy, to do away with the humble of the land, saying, “When will the new moon be over, so that we may sell grain, may open the wheat market, to make the bushel smaller and the shekel bigger, and to cheat with dishonest scales.

I found this verse recently and thought it interesting.  Have you noticed that a half-gallon of ice cream isn’t a half-gallon any longer?  Nor is a quart of mayonnaise a quart.  Well, apparently this is not a new problem nor has it escaped God’s notice.  I am not suggesting that ice-cream and mayonnaise makers are trampling the needy.  They are probably just under economic pressure.  But weren’t you a little surprised the first time you picked up the mayonnaise jar and it looked small?

I did find it interesting that this problem has been visited in the Bible though and I thought that there is so little which is new.  We may have advanced technologically but the human condition remains relatively unchanged.  Fascinating!  More than anything I was sobered by the fact that God is watching and taking notice.  He knows every small injustice done to us and He also sees all of those little things that you have done to bless others.  Remember that time in line at the grocery store or fast food restaurant when the person in front of you was just a little short on money and you made up the difference?  You thought no one noticed but God did and He smiled.

We must all be fair in our dealings with others.  In a negotiation try not just to get a good deal but for each of you to walk away satisfied.  Sow into others’ lives and let God bless you.  Let kindness be your mark.  I know many of you are so kind and generous.  For you it is a matter now of allowing that blessing be rewarded by God.  Give God the glory for the kind things you do and let Him honor you.  As you give, He gives back to you.  As children of the Most High we can have just measures and still be blessed. 

1492. Friday, February 1, 2013

Psalm 119: 92 – 93

If Thy law had not been my delight then I would have perished in my affliction.  I will never forget Thy precepts, for by them Thou hast revived me.

Before I get into today’s verse I want to share just a bit about Psalm 119 with you.  Did you know that it is the longest chapter in the Bible?  You will find that it encompasses several pages in your Bible.  Secondly, most Bibles have headings sprinkled throughout this psalm.  The first is Aleph.  These are the letters of the Hebrew alphabet with Aleph being the first letter.  Beth is the second letter technically making it the Aleph Beth rather than alphabet.  So now you know where we come by “alphabet.”  Just before verse 169 you find the last letter of the Aleph Beth which is Tav.  I heard a brilliant teaching by Billye Brim, a minister of great study and insight, regarding Jesus being the Alpha and Omega.  Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet but Jesus is Jewish so there is a great revelation in understanding him to be the Aleph and the Tav.  I recommend that teaching to you.  Call or write me if you need help finding it.

As for today’s teaching, you should first know that the word “affliction” does not mean sin nor does it mean illness.  I don’t know how we ever got that idea but it just isn’t right.  If you look it up in your Strong’s Concordance you discover that it is word number 6040 from the Hebrew and it means depression or misery.  The author writes that in his misery it was his delight in the Word that revived him.  In God’s Word and in His precepts is the way out of misery, depression and any other sort of affliction.  In other words, when we discover and follow God’s precepts, his principles, we find our way to joy.  We are revived and reenergized.

God’s Word is a great deal more than a book written by men.  It is alive; a living document full of grace and power.  It cannot even be contained within the pages of the book.  That is only the vessel of the greater substance that comes to you from God ministered by the Holy Spirit when you read it and mediate on it.  Jesus is actually the Word.  He is the living Word and it is He that comes to you as you immerse yourself in the pages of the book.  He reveals Himself to your heart as your eyes read the words.  This is called rhema.  It is when the meaning and the fullness of the scripture comes alive and you understand it beyond the letters on the page.  You will know and understand it in your heart and your heart will inform your mind.  And, it is one of the greatest experiences of humanity.  When the Word comes alive inside of you, you find that you come alive as well; the joy of the Lord, the filling grace of his mercy bloom inside you.  You understand from a personal perspective what the author wrote.  It is no longer someone else’s encounter but a personal word from the Father to you.  Rhema, it is the coming alive of the Word.  When you receive rhema from the Word and the Holy Spirit you will be revived beyond measure.  It gives strength and peace unspeakable.  It is so much more than a book.  

1493. Monday, February 4, 2013

Proverb 12: 21
NIV
No harm overtakes the righteous, but the wicked have their fill of trouble.

1 John 5: 4

NIV
[F]or everyone born of God overcomes the world.  This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.

One has to say that Proverb 12: 21 is a very interesting scripture.  Most of us think we have trouble but the Word is trying to bring out that the trouble need not have us.  The God’s Word translation adds a little clarity to this.  It says that no “lasting harm” comes to the righteous.  So, admittedly we all face our fair share of problems.  The difference for the believer is that there is a way to overcome those problems so that they do not “overtake” us.  And that way is revealed in 1 John 5: 4.  

First of all, simply being born of God through the new birth puts us in the victory shoes of Jesus.  We are reborn in him and of him and he has already won.  He is not fighting battles any longer.  He beat hell, the devil and the grave.  Now he is seated at the right hand of God in majesty.  And his victory is our victory.  Furthermore, our faith in him, in his dominion and in his love and grace catapult us beyond these worldly problems.  It lifts us to a higher reality beyond the problems of this world.

Why, then, are so many of us bogged down in troubles?  We just haven’t been taught, primarily and secondarily we have not developed our believing, or our faith, quite like we might have.   Because we live in the world, even though we are not of the world, we are heavily, heavily influenced by the conversation of the world.  We begin to fit in with others and their dialogue forgetting the direction of our thoughts and lessons from Sunday.  The way of the world becomes bigger in our minds than the way of God.  This is not such a big surprise.  Most American Christians receive Christian influence and teaching once or twice a week.  That just is not enough to overcome the relentless message from the world.  But when we buckle down, when we do put our minds on Christ then the truth of Jesus becomes bigger in our minds than the rhetoric of the world.  And that is the key.  When confronted by a problem if you can turn your mind to Jesus and to what the Word says about the problem, you are on your way to overcoming it.  Many times we react like people who are not born again and children of the Most High.  We initially react like any unsaved person would react but then we’ve got to get a hold of ourselves and start asking what Jesus would say about the situation.  As soon as you do that, you are on your way to victory.  There is victory in Jesus and I would like for us all to get beyond singing the song to living it.  Make Jesus foremost in your thoughts and let your faith in him be your key to overcoming every problem you encounter.  

1494. Tuesday, February 5, 2013

Proverb 12: 25

Anxiety in the heart of a man weighs it down, but a good word makes it glad.

Isaiah 8: 12

You are not to say, “It is a conspiracy!” in regard to all that this people call a conspiracy.  And you are not to fear what they fear or be in dread of it.

The real point of today’s message is that God does not intend that we should have to live with fear, dread and anxiety.  Anxiety is a killer and Jesus came that we might have life (John 10: 10).  I have to add, though, that the part about conspiracy is quite funny, or it would be if there wasn’t also a danger in seeing conspiracy everywhere you look.  And clearly we are not to get onboard with all of these conspiracy theorists.  Can you imagine why?  They are fear brokers.  They are scared and so they spread their fear to others.  But you, my friend, you are a child of the king and your big brother has already overcome every demon in hell and conquered every problem on earth.  That should be your meditation.  

You have faith, not fear, and you cannot allow those people to drag you down into their abyss because where they are there is no faith.  There is only anxiety and torment and the heart cannot bear the weight.  God says that you are not to fear what those doom mongers sell and you are not to be in dread of things to come or frankly, of anything.  Your Father has good news for you.  The Word, which certainly is a good word, has glad tidings for you.  It is good news.  Jesus has come.  He has overcome and fear no longer has power over you.  Well, at least if you will not let it have power.  Someone once brought to my attention that I talk to myself at times.  Well, you need to talk to yourself.  You can talk yourself into faith or fear.  Now, which one do you think will bring you more comfort?

As for those who trade in fear, conspiracy theories and doubt, you must control their ability to weigh you down.  It may sound harsh but you may have to put space between yourself and them.  I know it may be a good friend or a family member but you can’t help them if you are weighed down in anxiety.  You can also change the subject when they start that stuff and start talking about the victory of Jesus.  That will either help them cope with their fears or at a minimum it will stifle their doomsday talk.  Do not indulge in dialogue which is fear based.  Do not fear and dread what these people fear and dread.  Walk in the grace and majesty of your Lord who is glorious and full of good tidings.

1495. Wednesday, February 6, 2013

Psalm 37: 18 - 19

The Lord knows the days of the blameless; and their inheritance will be forever.  They will not be ashamed in the time of evil; and in the days of famine they will have abundance.

The first thing that we need to establish is that these verses are speaking about you.  “But I am not without blame,” you exclaim.  Sure you are; that is what the blood of Jesus did for you.  Your blame fell on him at the cross and he buried it in hell for all time.  Hooray!  

Since this is true, then your inheritance is established for ever; that being that you are a joint heir with Jesus (Galatians 4: 7).  Jesus’ inheritance as the heir of God, the child of God, is yours too because you are also now a child of God having been adopted into the family through the blood.

Likewise, you will not be ashamed in the time of evil.  Well, that is today.  Look around; we are living in evil times and sometimes people do evil things to you.  They lie about you, cheat you and sometimes just behave rudely.  Well, they try to but you do not have to be overcome by these evil times or evil acts.  You are the child of the King, after all, and you have this promise that you will not be ashamed.  Even though someone tells lies about you, you will be vindicated and come out ahead.  

And last, even in the days of famine you are promised abundance.  Ok.  Here is where some folks stumble.  You believed me up to here but you have trouble believing God will prosper you even in the middle of economic travail.  But here is the truth, it is happening all over this country and all over the world.  Christians are succeeding even in these rough economic times, perhaps even people you know.  The only difference between you and them is that they believe this verse and you are still struggling with it.  Once you accept that God really can and really will bless you, even financially and even in the midst of a poor economy you will see His blessing on your finances.  Some of you will even have great stories to tell me and do send me your stories.  With them I can encourage others.

God is blessing His people but your receiver is your believer so if your believer is broken you are going to have reception problems.  Forget what the financial forecasters are telling you.  Don’t listen to reports filled with doubt and fear.  Those people are not talking about the financial system to which you are subscribed; they are not talking about the house of Isaac (see Genesis 26: 1 & 12) of which you are a member.  Believe God and believe this scripture and be blessed in the name of Jesus.

1496. Thursday, February 7, 2013

John 3: 16

For God so loved the world, that He gave….

Someone asked me once how I knew that I loved another person.  As I gave answers he kept rebutting my responses and offering other explanations for those things that I thought were proof.  Well, I am older and wiser now and I have spent a whole lot more time with God and with the Bible.  Now I know the answer.   

The answer is in our giving.  Love gives.  It even gives to people who do not deserve our love or our generosity.   God’s love compelled Him to give us the most precious of all gifts, the most precious thing He had, His son.  And He gave us this gift when we didn’t love Him.  Jesus gave His life for the salvation of humanity even while people were spitting in his face.

Do you want to know if you are walking in the love of God?  Check your giving.  Are you a giver or a taker?  Most people fall into one category or the other.  Those who are walking in love think of others and they try to bless people.  The love of God inside of them just bursts out into giving to other people.  Takers tend to be self-centered.  They primarily think about what they want and even about what others can do for them.  When the love of God is alive in you it seeks expression and the nature of God is to give.  This is the easiest test I have ever determined for assessing your love walk.  You certainly can look at the degree that the fruit of the Spirit is demonstrated in your life but those are so subjective and much harder to really analyze honestly.  The giving test is measurable.  It doesn’t lie and is not subject to our rose colored lens view of ourselves.  I think you will find it a worthwhile instrument and I guarantee that you are going to see changes in this area as you continue to walk with God.  Love with all your heart.  Give from your heart and let God bless your heart.

1497. Friday, February 8, 2013

Matthew 8: 16 – 17

And when evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill in order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, “He Himself took our infirmities, and carried away our diseases.”

Have you been looking for a scripture to hold on to in believing for your healing?  Here is a great one.  It also gives an insight into demons and man’s authority over them and if gives a glimpse into prophetic utterance and the fulfillment of prophecy.  Lastly, you can see infused in the whole scripture but in the fulfillment of prophecy especially the coming of the Christ and His rise and triumph over every single machination of the devil.  

I see great victory in this verse.  I believe he healed the sick and that gives me hope and hope, when nourished, yields to faith.  Faith is the stuff of miracles.  But there is even more in this verse than the healing power and the authority over demonic forces.  God said through Isaiah the prophet that the Messiah would come and that he would have authority over sickness and disease and then it happened.  People witnessed Jesus healing ALL who were ill.  So where does that lead us?  Well, it makes me want to know what else Isaiah said.  I have found my healing in these words from the great prophet.  This prophecy has come to pass.  So, what else did he say?  What other utterance did God give him?

You have promises all through those old books that have been fulfilled in Jesus.  The coming of the Messiah has answered all problems for you but how are you to avail yourself of them unless you first know the promises?  Then the question becomes, “Can you believe?”  Well, my answer to that is, “Look above.”  If Jesus fulfilled this promise from Isaiah 53: 4, and we see in today’s scripture that he did, then is it reasonable to conclude that His triumph over death, hell and the grave fulfilled the other promises too?  I think that is a reasonable conclusion.  

Now doesn’t that make you want to pour through the book of Isaiah and find out what else God promised you?  God has already provided so much, everything in fact, but we have to receive it.  I could open a checking account in your name and put $200,000 in it for you.  I could mail you the checkbook and the ATM card and even set up online banking for you but if you don’t eventually shake the lethargy from your mind and body and go cash a check or make an ATM withdrawal it will do you no good at all.  You’ve got to believe that money is for you and then YOU have to do something.  I have provided for all of your groceries for a good long time but you could starve if you don’t go to the store for yourself.  

Every need has already been met in Christ Jesus.  His messianic mission is complete.  Now it is up to you to do something.  First believe, second appropriate the Word and the promises therein for your own and then receive of his goodness and bounty.  It is all there for you.  Amen.

1498. Monday, February 11, 2013

John 7: 47 – 49

The Pharisees therefore answered them, “You have not also been led astray, have you?  No one of the rulers or Pharisees has believed in Him, has he?  But this multitude which does not know the Law is accursed.”

As one may well imagine, the people of Jesus’ day were divided over him.  Even some of the officers of the Pharisees were persuaded by Jesus’ teachings.  The Pharisees though, attempted to correct these officers by claiming that only the uneducated believe in Jesus.  Have you ever heard that argument before?  People in these days try to undermine the validity of following Jesus by saying that it is only ignorance which causes a person to live a Christian life.  Interestingly enough, I have never heard this argument made regarding Jewish believers.  Maybe this passage is part of the reason or perhaps it is because one is not born a Christian but rather has to make a personal choice.  Regardless, it is a tired argument.

It is also a silly argument.  Look around at the great intellects which have dedicated themselves to seeking Christ.  Or tell a Catholic that the Pope is not well educated.  Read some of the Christian authors of the past as well as the present.  I wonder if all who make this specious argument can keep up with the thoughts of Aquinas.  But I am preaching to the choir.  You are not ignorant and this Word of the Day is just one of the ways that you continually educate yourself in the things of God.  And now you have an answer for those who attempt to rebut Christianity through an appeal to intellectualism.  Those people are actually saying that you are a Christian because you are ignorant and that they are heathen because they are more intelligent than the likes of you.  There are so many problems with that argument including a complete lack of data and proof.  In their ignorance they mistakenly confuse faith with ignorance.  Just because we don’t worry about everything doesn’t mean we are not aware of the implications.  Even though we don’t have all the answers we are not reduced to fear and panic.  We can see what they see but we don’t react as they do because we can also see something they cannot.  Just like the Pharisees of Jesus’ time, those who say that Christianity is only for the ignorant have not bothered to research the issue.  They don’t want to hear the truth.  Therefore, they remain intentionally ignorant.  That is a personal choice they make but don’t let them dissuade you.  You have sought a higher truth, a truth which is currently beyond their grasp.  Share this passage with them and try to help them but do not be offended if they do not want to hear what you have to say.  Remember, they are attempting to remain ignorant of the truth so that their decision to live hedonistic lives can stand.  Do your best to help but then let their decision be their own.  Most importantly of all, though, do not let their ignorant arguments affect you.  You have grasped a truth that is currently beyond their reach and you are continuing to educate yourself in the deep things of God.  Let those thoughts comfort you.

1499. Tuesday, February 12, 2013

2 Timothy 2: 15

Amplified
Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully teaching] the Word of Truth.

We saw yesterday that people will sometimes use as their excuse not to follow Jesus that people turn to religion out of ignorance.  I gave you John 7: 47 – 49 to use in your response to those people, that is, if you care to respond to their ignorance at all.  Today’s verse, however, is my second response to that circumstance.  Study and know the Word.  I am not saying that you are ignorant.  Just the opposite in fact.  I believe you are Christian because of the greater knowledge you have over people who would say that religion is for the ignorant.  I believe you are Christian because you know something they do not.  Having said that though, I believe we should become knowledgeable in and good handlers of the Word of Truth.

This passage is taken from a letter to Timothy written by the Apostle Paul.  Timothy was a minister and Paul, his mentor.  So, this is advice and guidance is from a senior minister to another minister.  In pointing this out I certainly mean to assert that this is an edict to every minister of God’s gospel.  However, I do not believe that this is advice for pulpit ministers only.  Not at all.  I think this is direction given from the great apostle that is meant for us all.  Every one of us is called to the Great Commission that being that we are to take this gospel of Christ to every creature of the earth.  I would have you be knowledgeable in the Word of God.  Why?  First of all, there is power, freedom, joy, peace, etc. in the Word.  All of these benefits belong to and increase in those who abide in the Holy Scriptures.  

Secondly, though, ignorance is no trophy.  We have been given the right to handle the Words of life and with that comes a responsibility.  Sure there is great benefit personally in learning more of the Word but there is also the ability to impact the world around you.  God did not intend for His benefits to end with you.  He intends that you learn about the Kingdom of God, apply the things that you learn from His Word and then let your life in Him shine as a beacon to all mankind.  Then you can help others find their way to glory in Him.  But none of this is possible if you do not learn the vital truths of the Word.

Lastly, note that this verse does not say that we study so that we may show people how smart we are.  In the final accounting it is to God that we should desire to present ourselves as able workers who correctly handle His Word which is the truth.  Do not neglect study of the Word.  God expects His children to be familiar with His book and frankly, you will never know Him intimately if you do not abide in His Word.  So, make it a point and a habit to increase in knowledge about the Word of Truth.

1500. Wednesday, February 13, 2013

Haggai 2: 5

“My Spirit is abiding in your midst; do not fear!”

It is rumored that there are 365 places in the Bible that tell us not to fear.  We certainly need to hear this daily because the world is a scary place to live.  But God says, “Fear not,” because He has provided the means for you to live in security.  That means is His Holy Spirit.  I appreciate how emphatic God is in this passage.  Did you see the exclamation point at the end?  Apparently, He is ardent in this instruction.  It may be difficult for us to understand how we can live without fear and yet there, undeniably, is God’s command.  So the key question for us may be, “How do we comprehend the Holy Spirit’s presence such that we are able to live without fear?”  We need to have such confidence in God and His Spirit that we can actually walk according to this mandate.

Is it enough that God has said, “Do not fear”?  Do those words inspire confidence?  I suggest it helps but that for it to really have much inspirational value you must have already developed some trust in the Lord.  Whom do you trust?  How did you come to trust that person?  Did your trust develop over time and through experiences with that person?  It is the same way in working with God.  Perhaps intellectually you know that He is trustworthy but actually putting your trust in Him is a matter of the heart.

You really can walk in this world without fear and I most certainly want that for each of you.  Living in fear and dread is terrible.  I have seen God’s protection in my life so my trust in Him has increased.  You need your own stories.  There are two parts to growing in this area but first a caveat.  Don’t test the Lord.  Remember that Jesus was well protected but he did not jump off a height just because the devil tempted him to.  Jesus told the devil that to do so was to put the Lord God to the test and this you should not do.  This is not a circus act and God no circus performer.  He participates in your real life.

So first, find some ways you can trust him.  I always pray for protection when I begin a car trip.  We have seen some crazy stuff and God has kept us out of the fray.  Once a truck tire blew right in our faces and pieces of that tire went flying everywhere but do you know something, not a single piece hit us.  Had you been in the car with us you would have said that was impossible.  God deals in the impossible though and that is when I need Him most.  The second part of growing in your confidence in the Lord is recognizing His favor and the touch of His hand.  I went off Saturday and left my garage door open all day.  Of course no problems arose from it.  I would never leave the door open on purpose but I do expect my Father to cover my mistakes and He does.  Last year I was on the road a lot and my house was empty for months at a time except for God’s angels who looked over my property and protected it from harm.  So, I acknowledge God and thank Him for all of the protection He provides for my life.  As I witness these things and acknowledge Him my faith and trust in Him grow.  When I headed home after being gone a long time I had no fear for my home.  Someone asked if everything was ok when I arrived home and I honestly didn’t even comprehend where that question came from.  Of course it was okay.  My Father and His BIG angels had charge over my property in my absence.  So, look for ways to invest your trust in Him and then recognize and acknowledge when His power has impacted your life.  Then, like a spring flower your confidence in Him, your trust in His protecting power will grow.

1501. Thursday, February 14, 2013

Psalm 33: 18 – 21

Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, on those who hope for His lovingkindness, to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine.  Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield.  For our heart rejoices in Him, because we trust in His holy name.

This is a love story.  Open your heart to these words and hear, no feel, the God who loves you.  There is a lot you can learn about God.  There so is much you can learn from the Bible but learning specifically about His personal affection for you is far and away the most important lesson ever.  It is what is most important and is the starting point for any deep relationship with God and His word.  You must come to the place where you know God’s love and I don’t mean knowing “about” God’s love.  His love for you must become more than intellectual acceptance.  Deep in your heart you should be able to feel His willingness to move heaven and earth for you when you read verses like this selection from the psalms.  Trusting Him becomes easy when we grasp His deep devotion towards us.

Remember that the word “fear” is not fear in the way we would use it today and of course, that is easy to understand and believe when you think about the many, many times God has told us not to have any fear.  He wouldn’t tell you not to fear and then honor people who demonstrate fear of Him.  Verse eighteen is better read as “… those who love Him.”  This reflects a reverence and awe of our Lord.   We are not to construe this reverential love for God as a distant or stand-offish kind of adulation.  We may begin there because of our ignorance of Him but look back at the passage and see how God turns reverence into personal intimacy with Him.  He exchanges distant worship for lovingkindness.  He draws us to Him.  He wants to pull us into His embrace where He can protect us and show us His affection.  And then, when we have yielded to His impassioned call, when we have given ourselves over to His yearning for us then trusting Him becomes much easier.  Then our hearts do rejoice because we are loved by the Awesome One.  We know that our lives are watched over by the King of the Universe, the All Powerful One.  There is no higher power in all of creation and yet with all of the power of the universe God made a way for you to be close to Him.  Isn’t that amazing?  With all of the power of the cosmos He could do anything but He used His greatness to create a means by which He could shower you with love and that you could enter into His most intimate space.  He has given you His heart; He has given you His son.  He has even sent His own spirit to reside within you.  He is love and you are the object of His great affection.  There has never been a greater love and there never will be.  Happy Valentine’s Day!

1502. Friday, February 15, 2013

Colossians 1: 9

For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.

First an editorial note, any time you see italicized words in the New American Standard (which is the version I use) it is notice to the reader that the editorial staff added those words.  So, when I read it, I read without the italicized words.  Many times I take a pencil strike them out in my Bible.  The editorial staff was trying to make the text more readable and in some cases they seemed to think that it makes the text more comprehensible.  We must remember, though, that although these are people of profound scholarship, the original writers were writing under the unction of the Holy Spirit.  That is why the editors italicize the words.  They want the reader to know that they added them and to take that in consideration in reading the text.

The reason that I am sending you this verse today, however, is not for a lesson in Bible construction.  It is to point out this prayer of the Apostle Paul.  This is part of the prayer that I pray for you each day.  I really believe that this is a beautiful piece of inspired prose by Paul.  I pray for your protection every day as well as for your needs to be met but in truth I believe that if each day our Father will fill you with the knowledge of His will for you and with spiritual wisdom and understanding that you will have no need of anything else.  Your needs will be met because you will always be following His wisdom for your provision.

Meditate on this bit of scripture and think of it in terms that someone is praying this over you today.  How does that change your perspective?  Now, who do you know that could also use this prayer?  Pray it for them.  As Paul has given this prayer to me, so I give it to you.  Receive this prayer into your heart for yourself and then pray it over someone else’s life.  I think you will find that it increases your peace.  And be blessed today in the knowledge of His perfect will for you.

1503. Monday, February 18, 2013

Psalm 18: 3

I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies.

Praise is a powerful tool.  In this case praise resulted in the author being saved from his enemies.  That is strong.  Think about that for a moment.  Praise was the weapon that delivered him from his enemies.  From what do you need deliverance?  Praise is the means of your deliverance and your strength.

It is very difficult to be depressed when you are praising God.  It is difficult to be lonely when your mind is full of praise.  Personally I find that when my praise quotient gets low, so do I.  Shortly after Christmas I went through a time when, for some odd, unexplainable reason, I did not have music playing in my house.  That is an uncommon occurrence for me.  At the same time I had to deal with some difficult situations.  What an idiot I was.  I had cut myself off from God’s power and the result was that things really were not rolling along as smoothly as I have become accustomed to.  I routinely have music playing and I sing along with it.   Music is often my entry into praise so when I cut myself off from the music I short-circuited some of my praise too.  My prayer dissolved into “working prayer”, you know, that prayer you must do.  I fell out of grace into law.  I was praying because I am obligated to pray but I wasn’t praying out of the joy of the Lord and the pure privilege of prayer for I feel that we are indeed privileged to have the right to pray to the Lord Most High and be heard.

When I pray and praise, God moves my mountains.  And if you really want to hear the whole truth, I really don’t have to pray about the circumstances before me.  I can spend my time praying over you, our nation, etc. and God takes care of my business for me.  Don’t emulate my January.  Fill your heart and mouth with thanksgiving and praise.  Remind yourself of how awesome our Father is and tell Him how appreciative you are of who He is and all that He does for us.  You are going to find that His grace will flood your life.  Praise has in its wake great victory and ease.  Be mindful in your day to continually give yourself over to praise of the Father.

1504. Tuesday, February 19, 2013

2 Chronicles 20:  20 – 22

Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, O Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, put your trust in the Lord your God, and you will be established.  Put your trust in His prophets and succeed.”  And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who sang to the Lord and those who praised Him in holy attire, as they went out before the army and said, “Give thanks to the Lord, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.”  And when they began singing and praising, the Lord set ambushes against the sons of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; so they were routed.

After yesterday’s devotional about the value of praise I just could not resist illustrating the point further today with the story of Jehoshaphat and the three kingdoms.  When Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir went out against Judah King Jehoshaphat had a situation on his hands.  How could Judah possibly survive the onslaught from three united powers?  The answer is, “God.”  Jehoshaphat had the same weapon that we have today.

When confronted with the enemy the first thing that Jehoshaphat did was to pray.  Then God spoke telling him not to be afraid or dismayed because of the great multitude.  “The battle”, God told him, “is not yours but God’s” (v. 15).  Then Jehoshaphat addressed the people and told them to put their trust in the Lord.  That was a key element.  Jehoshaphat did not need fear running through the camp so he focused people’s attention on the Lord and reminded them that their job was to trust God.  This is one of the most important things a leader can do in a time of crisis and something I see few “leaders” do.  You must speak to the people and take control over fear.  If you let fear run rampant you are doomed.

The next thing that King Jehoshaphat did was to appoint the singers and praisers.  First the king prayed.  Next he consoled his people and took control over fear.  Then he established praise and songs to the Lord.  The scripture tells us that when the people sang and praised God, the enemy was routed.  Praise is powerful!  All the people did was to praise their God and then He, God, defeated the enemy.  So great was the defeat and the spoils that the people of Judah could not even carry it all.  It took them three days to collect the spoils of that battle.  Now that is victory.  And that is your God.  He is the same God and He works the same way today.  So, no matter what situations are facing you today, no matter how large the army that is closing in upon you, know that our Father has already faced this trouble before.  We even already have the answer.  Begin with praise and you will have the victory.

1505. Wednesday, February 20, 2013

1 John 3: 8

The son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil.

The first thing this verse teaches us is that there are works of the devil.  Some people have failed to recognize this fact and this is a dangerous omission.  If you do not even know that you have an enemy, how will you defend yourself much less defeat him?  Clearly the devil is not inactive.  He is working everyday to destroy Christians and Christianity.  But his plans do have a problem.  Jesus.

Jesus was born into the earth to win back all that the devil had over the ages stolen or tarnished.  After his death on the cross Jesus went to hell and waged a great battle against the devil and seized the authority that Adam relinquished to Satan.  Jesus defeated the devil, hell, death and the grave and he destroyed all of the works of the devil forevermore.  He is the savior because he saved us from all of the machinations and schemes of the devil so that we might live in victory and glory forever.  And yet if one does not know the triumph that Jesus purchased for them it is as no effect at all.

This is what makes ministry so important and personally it is one of the clear motivators in my call to ministry.  You have to know your rights and you must know all the benefits that Jesus has won for you.  Then you can live the fulfillment of your calling, whatever that may be.  Once you know a benefit then it is up to you to grasp it and make it your own.  You must own everything Jesus suffered to claim for you.  When you possess Jesus’ victory then you live in his triumph.  All that the devil has ever sought to do to you or ever will try has already been overcome by the power of the lamb.  Don’t let the devil keep you mislead.  Don’t ignore his presence because then he is free to run over you.  Acknowledge his intent but know and declare that Jesus has already overcome every ploy of the devil and destroyed all of his works.

1506. Thursday, February 21, 2013

Matthew 10: 29 – 30

Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

Do you know what makes good Christians?  It is not loving God.  It is in knowing that God loves you.  I remember many years ago praying for God to help me love Him more, but now I understand that the better prayer is, “Father, help me to know your love for me.”  You see, if you begin to fathom even a fraction of God’s love for you, everything else will fall in place.  You will fall in love with Him and be unashamed to admit it.  You will demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5: 22) because it will begin to rise up from inside you.  You will do things that surprise even you because that love is extremely strong and longs to express itself.

The number one message that God wants sent to His people is that He loves them.  People need that acceptance.  In these last days you are going to find less vitriol, less venom.  More and more people are going to receive a revelation of God’s love for them and as they do they are going to be less critical and judgmental of others.  The denominations will find love for one another and all people will be accepted into our churches.  We do not have to agree on everything to love one another.  If you think about it you will probably discover that there is no person that agrees with you 100%.  If your spouse is telling you that they agree with you on every single thing, they are probably lying to you.  In a sense, we are all denominations of one.  But that does not mean that we have to create divides between us.  Love transcends differences.  It does not get hung up on theology or politics.  God is love.  Love is foremost.  So when God’s love floods your heart you are able to look beyond the temporal and see the glory of God in every person.  You will look beyond the minutia to the eternally significant.

If the sum total of your theological philosophy is, “God loves me” then you have reached the pinnacle.  There is no greater revelation.  Jesus told us that we must go to him as children and children can understand “Jesus loves me.”  It takes education and adults to confuse this simple yet defining principle.  So, if you want to know what to pray today, just ask God to give you a deeper revelation of His love for you.  If you continue to pray this prayer day after day, you are going to experience the depth of God.  

1507. Friday, February 22, 2013

Matthew 11: 24

Nevertheless, I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for you.

What an intriguing statement!  What is Jesus talking about and didn’t we think that Sodom and Gomorrah were the scourge of the planet?  You may have to reform your thinking a bit to follow Jesus.  Let us discover what he was talking about in this text.  In verse 23 Jesus says:

“And you Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you?  You shall descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it would have remained to this day.”

Wow!  Did Jesus just say that Capernaum was worse than Sodom?  Well that really messes with our religious beliefs.   Haven’t we all been taught that Sodom epitomizes a sinful city?  Yet, Jesus tells Capernaum that their condition is worse than that of Sodom.   So, what was Capernaum’s sin?  

I think Capernaum’s problem was lack of belief?  Ask yourself, “What are miracles intended to do?”  They are witnesses, demonstrations of the power and grace of God towards us.  Miracles bring people to God.  People dedicate their lives to God when they witness a miracle.  So, the short answer, I think, is that miracles bring an increase in belief and faith.  Yet in Capernaum, although the people there witnessed many miracles, apparently they failed to commit their lives to Jesus.  People are not going to hell because of their sin.  They are going to hell because of unbelief.  They refuse to acknowledge Jesus as Lord.  You can repent of sin.  The blood will wash you clean and give you a new beginning but there is no remedy for obstinance and unbelief.  

As religious people we have great discourses on what is right and wrong but if we are wise we base those discussions in scripture rather than our supposed great intellect.  When you look to Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, you learn the essential truths.  He despises unbelief and hypocrisy and desires for us to approach him in faith, even the faith of a child.  That means he wants you to believe.  We call ourselves Christians which is supposed to mean followers of Christ so it behooves us to pay attention to him including the miracles he performed.  They happened for a reason, they were recorded for a reason.  We are supposed to become believers.  Don’t be like Capernaum ignoring all that Christ did to increase your faith.  Hear what Jesus is saying.  If we are truly Christians then that has to mean that we are believers of Christ.  If we do not believe him, believe in him and believe his words then how can we honestly call ourselves his disciples?  Jesus intended to get the people’s attention with the speech that is recorded in today’s verse.  He wanted to awaken them so that they might be saved from their unbelief and casual faith.  He is speaking to us too.  Let us be active believers with a dynamic faith.  No more sleeping on the job.

1508. Monday, February 25, 2013

1 Corinthians 14: 33

King James Version

For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.

Are you confused?  Confusion is not of God.  God is not the author of confusion.  Who, then, is?  I’ll give you three guesses but I’ll bet you can get it in one.  God and everything about Him brings abundant life.  The devil steals life and everything about a good life.  He steals joy, peace, and even peace of mind.  So if you are dealing with confusion just stop right where you are and declare in Jesus’ name, “I have the mind of Christ.  Confusion, be gone.  You have no part in me.”  Tell confusion where to go.  Tell it to go back from where it came.

God is the author of peace.  He is also the originator of wisdom.  By wisdom He created this earth and all the things in it.  Therefore, meditate on wisdom.  Read the book of Proverbs.  You do not have to let your mind be a playground for the enemy.  You are the child of the Most High and in case I have not told you recently, He loves you very dearly.

1509. Tuesday, February 26, 2013

Acts 3: 15

Amplified

But you killed the very Source (the Author) of life, Whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.

Sandi Patty sings a song about Jesus’ resurrection titled “Was it a Morning Like This?”  The chorus has this refrain, “Did the grass sing?  Did the earth rejoice to feel you again?”  Many years ago, back in the 80’s, I was living in San Diego and a friend gave me the album which has this song.  I remember listening to it one day when the great revelation of this song hit me.  Jesus is life.  He is the life (see John 14: 6).  He is the source of life, of all life.  That’s big folks.  Even people who do not worship him, serve him or even acknowledge him have him to thank for their very life because without him, there is no life.

That day in San Diego I was thunder struck because I saw in that moment that when Jesus died, everything in the earth began to die.  The grass, the trees, everything that had life began to die.  Praise God that Jesus only stayed in that tomb for three days.  I can well imagine that even the grass did sing to feel him again.  And the earth rejoiced to have the source of life return.

In John 10: 10 Jesus said that he came so that “you might have life, and might have it abundantly.”  Does that statement take on greater meaning today?  His purpose in the earth was to fill you with a good life.  Everything he did was in furtherance of that goal.  Whatever has been stolen from your life, know that Jesus came to give you victory over that.  His victory restores fullness of life.  He came so that you might have abundant life which means that nothing is missing and nothing is broken.

Get a new revelation of our Jesus today.  Understand that he is the life force of everyone and everything on this planet and anywhere else there may be life.  All life exists in him and apart from him there is only death.  That is why we preach this gospel.  That is why we want people to run to him.  He will restore them and fill them with life.  And it is a good life.  As you meditate on Jesus this Easter season think about his being the very source of life.  When you fill yourself up with him you ….

1510. Wednesday, February 27, 2013

Ezekiel 2: 7 – 8

But you shall speak My words to them whether they listen or not, for they are rebellious.  8 Now you, son of man, listen to what I am speaking to you; do not be rebellious like that rebellious house.  Open your mouth and eat what I am giving you.

The first verse, verse 7, is a word from God to preachers.  I like to send you God’s instructions to ministers occasionally so you can know what to expect out of God’s ministerial servants and even so you can hold my feet to the fire.  Notice what the minister’s job is.  It is to speak God’s words to His people.  You see, God didn’t choose people for ministers because of our great intelligence or skill.  In fact, 1 Corinthians 1: 26 – 29 tells us that God calls the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; the weak to shame the strong.  Ministers are called and chosen to convey God’s words, His ideas.  

Verse 8 is God’s instruction to the congregation.  He has given you ministers who are to serve you bread from God’s table.  Your job is to open up your mouth and eat.  You are to consume the words that ministers convey to you.  God’s Word is the bread of life because God’s Word is Jesus.  He told us that we must eat the bread in order to live.  When ministers impart messages from God, they are not just words.  They are sustenance; they are the building blocks of life.  God tells you to eat them because He is the one giving them to you.  They are for nutrition so that you can grow tall and strong in the Lord; so that you can be filled with all life from the source of life.

So now you know what a minister’s job is.  You know that they exist to feed you and you know that you are to feed on God’s Word.  Open your mouth and eat.

1511. Thursday, February 28, 2013

Luke 7: 7

For this reason I did not even consider myself worthy to come to You, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed.

This is the story of the Roman Centurion who appealed to Jesus to heal his servant boy.  The Centurion sent servants to Jesus and stopped Jesus from coming to his house because he felt unworthy for Jesus to enter into his house.  He felt so unworthy that he did not go to Jesus himself but only sent servants with his messages.

Have you ever felt that way, unworthy?  Several times in the last couple of months I have prayed, “Father, make me worthy.”  The most recent time was just last week.  I was acting in my ministerial capacity and praying for God to use me and to allow me to be worthy of being used as a minister.  Sometimes it is almost overwhelming serving God and His people as a minister of the gospel.  It is certainly most humbling.  Last week, though, as I was praying and about to ask God to make me worthy the words caught in my throat.  I immediately stopped “praying” and entered into a dialogue with God.

I am acutely aware that I am not worthy.  I am not worthy of His love, His grace and certainly not the high calling to which He has appointed me.  And whatsmore, I never will be.  But that is okay because I know personally the one who is worthy and he has adorned me in his worthiness.  As I talked with God I knew all of this, I said, “I know that I am not worthy but Jesus is and he has clothed me in his worthiness.”  Why then was I praying for God to make me worthy?  I had not completely accepted Jesus’ worthiness as my substitute, at least not down in my heart.  I knew all of it.  I could preach it, but could I live it?  In my mind I had let my shortcomings and inadequacies overtake the grace of God.  I had built up my weaknesses and failures until they were larger in my mind than was God’s grace.  This is error on a grand scale.

There is nothing greater, larger, deeper or more comprehensive than the grace of God.  It has already covered all of our deficiencies.  It has already repaired the rift that we constructed between ourselves and God.  When we were washed in the blood we were made new creatures in the image of Jesus himself and though we still stumble and make stupid mistakes, God’s grace continuously adorns us.  Every time God looks at us He sees Jesus’ victory.  He sees the mantle of His dear son upon our shoulders.

Well, I never did utter those words, “make me worthy” that day and I doubt I will ever pray that again.  It is an insult to the blood and the sacrifice of Jesus.  He has already made me worthy.  It was nothing I could have done for myself but it is my responsibility to embrace my worthiness in him and be grateful.  I am worthy to enter into the very presence of God because of Jesus and accepting this truth brings praise and psalms of thanksgiving to my lips.  This is a much better place to be than in dishonest lowliness.  Once I took my eyes off of myself; my weaknesses, my failures; and put them on Jesus then the glory of the Lord filled my heart.  Even as I write these words to you I am filled with the joy of the Lord and praise for his greatness.  This is where we should dwell, in highest praise.  He is great and worthy of praise and it is in him that we work, move and breathe.  He is my worthiness and I praise him for it.

1512. Friday, March 1, 2013



Colossians 3: 12
New Century Version and NASB

God has chosen you and made you his holy people.  He loves you.  So… put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

I have never done this before but today I have taken two Bible versions and pieced them together so that you can get the very best of both.  The first part of the message comes from the New Century Version and the portion after the ellipsis is from the NASB.  The first part of this verse has such a strong message. 

You are a chosen people.  You have been chosen by God to be lifted up to a high place in Him and to forever be one of His own.  Not only that but also God has made you holy.  We could never be holy so God just made us holy.  Our holiness, of course, is in Christ Jesus.  That makes it no less ours though, just like our worthiness is in him.

As if being chosen by God to be His own, His holy chosen people is not enough, we also have affirmed in this scripture that He did all of this for us because He loves us.  Love is a compelling and powerful force.  As matter of fact, it is the most powerful force in creation and beyond.  God is love and He is the most powerful entity in existence.  Therefore, love is the most powerful force in existence.  It is even powerful enough to make us a holy people.  That should be great news to you.

The last part of the verse shows you the net effect of God’s love.  Because He first loved and chose us, we begin to love Him.  As our adoration and devotion to Him grows we become closer to Him.  The closer we draw to Him, the closer our walk with Him the more we reflect His nature.  In other words, our close association with God causes us to begin to behave like Him.  Our hearts become ones of compassion.  Jesus is full of compassion and that characteristic typified his walk in the earth.  No less than compassion, though, are the traits of kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Does this sound at all familiar to you?  The fruit of the Spirit (God’s Holy Spirit) is “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” Galatians 5: 22.  These are the character traits of God.  The closer we draw to Him, the more we spend time with Him, the more these character traits begin to show through us.  

So, because of God’s great love and compassion for us He chose us and made us holy when we were soiled and could not create holiness in ourselves.  His love compelled Him to create a safe place where we could receive love and that love is causing us to develop the divine traits that have become a part of us through the indwelling of God’s Holy Spirit.  Now, through this devotion of the Father towards us, we can put on hearts of compassion and show kindness, etc. to a hurting population.  God’s love will transform you.  It will transform the world.

1513. Monday, March 4, 2013

James 5: 15

And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up.

You probably think I am going to preach on health and healing because of my selection of this scripture but I am not.  I want to talk a little bit about prayer.  

Most of us believe in the power of prayer.  Prayer changes things.  Prayer can move mountains.  But we do sometimes forget about its partner, faith.  You see, for prayer to be most effective it needs to be combined with faith.  We need to believe that our prayers produce results.  Even as we pray our minds and hearts need to be expectant of the very thing for or about which we pray.  Prayer without faith can drop flat.  You may have experienced that.  I know I have.  I remember those times when upon finishing a prayer I felt hopeless, as if I had never prayed.  That is an empty feeling.  So, what is the answer?  The answer is praying in faith.

And whatever you ask for in prayer, having faith and [really] believing, you will receive.  

Matthew 21: 22 Amplified

Praying in faith simply means that we have an accompanying belief for our words.  When we pray believing that what we ask will come to pass there is enormous power.  Our Father is moved by faith.  It is the language of the Spirit.  In fact, Hebrews 11: 6 tells us that without faith it is impossible to please God.  Many people call the eleventh chapter of Hebrews the faith chapter and not surprisingly so.  Look at verse one from the Amplified version.  
Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, [a]the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses].

Faith is the assurance that what we pray about or pray for will come to pass.  It is the proof of those realities even though we cannot yet see them in the physical realm.  Here is the problem, though.  It is very difficult to just “work up” faith.  Well, I know that I cannot do it.  So how does our faith get built?  First of all, I believe we must acknowledge faith, the importance of faith and the role in plays in the lives of believers.   That must be our beginning point.  You can have no measureable faith if you don’t believe that faith is real and that it is important in the Christian walk.  Then it is a matter of surrounding yourself with faith filled words.  Romans 10: 17 is the key scripture on this subject, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”  Our faith gets built first and foremost by our own time in the Word of Christ, i.e. the Bible.  But there are ways to reinforce and even bolster that faith infusion.  Faith increases when you listen to Bible teachers.  Immersing yourself in the teachings of people who teach from the Word is an extremely good method for building yourself up.  Your faith and your confidence get a boost when the Word goes in your ears and ultimately to your heart.  You can build your faith by reading books.  There are many good Christian authors whose books deliver the Word of God and give examples of its application from real life experiences.  And do not neglect the power of Christian music, especially praise music, for boosting your confidence in God’s Word.  

The more of the Word you hear the stronger your faith will become.  In turn, the stronger your faith, the more dynamic and confident your prayers will be.  Do not neglect this important partner of prayer.  Unite your prayer with faith and receive all that you need and want.  God wants to provide.  He is not withholding from you.  You must just have the confidence to receive.

1514. Tuesday, March 5, 2013

2 Samuel 24: 24

However, the king (David) said to Araunah, “No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price, for I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God which cost me nothing.”

King David went up to build an altar and make an offering to the Lord.  Araunah offered to give David everything he needed for the offering but David refused the offer.  Jesse Duplantis calls this the David Principle.  What kind of offering is it really if someone else has provided everything?   I remember when I first read this though, I thought I might not have responded the way David did.  I might have taken it as God providing the means for the offering.  It certainly wouldn’t be the first time He had done so.  Think of when God called Abraham to the top of the mountain to make a sacrifice and subsequently provided the lamb.  Think of Jesus.  He is the sacrificial lamb.  Father God often gives us the means for an offering.  Consider 2 Corinthians 9: 10, “Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.”  God provides the seed that we use for sowing.  So what made David so different?

David did not want to offer anything to the Lord that he did not have a personal stake in.  That shows a reverence for the Lord certainly but I believe it also reveals part of what made David a “man after His [God’s] own heart” 1 Samuel 13: 14.  There is a hint into David’s relationship with God.   David set a high value on his relationship with God and that is what brought him to the conclusion that he would not sacrifice to God what he received for free.  Sure, David was a man who made mistakes.  He made one of the biggest ones recorded in the Bible but he was also a man who loved God.  David is “everyman.”  He is like us and that is important.  If he never made a mistake, if he didn’t stumble just like every one of us has, then we wouldn’t know beyond doubt that we could also have the kind of relationship with God that David did.  I am not suggesting for even one second that God let David err so that he would be relatable but I am glad that David’s mistakes were recorded.   It just is a fact that all of us have fallen short of the glory of God.  Sometimes I grieve for David but now he is with God whom he loves so dearly and I know that he is very happy.  I also praise God that none of my stupidness has been recorded in the most read book in history.

I believe David’ relationship with God was forged in the quiet hours.  When David first appears in the Bible he is a humble shepherd boy.  He was ignored by his brothers when they weren’t deriding him and he was forgotten by his Father.  He spent hours upon hours alone tending the sheep.  It was in those dark and lonely hours when he became a giant slayer.  It was in those quiet times that he learned to trust God.  Throughout his life he sought God and God always allowed Himself to be found.  So one of the ideals that David represents for modern day Christians and Jews is that God will be found by whoever will seek Him.  Through David we can learn very much.  His story begins as a secluded, young shepherd boy.  But as the story continues this boy will slay the giant Goliath and will become King.  He became a friend of God.  You will never make the kind of mistakes David made so if he could become a friend of God think what that means for you.  You can be God’s next close friend; if you choose.

1515. Wednesday, March 6, 2013

Daniel 6: 19 – 20

Then the king arose with the dawn, at the break of day, and went in haste to the lion’s den.    And when he had come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a troubled voice.  The king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you constantly serve, been able to deliver you from the lions?”

You remember the story about Daniel and the lion’s den and how God saved Daniel from the lions.  The king was tricked into throwing Daniel to the lions and, as you can see, he was anxious to learn if God had protected Daniel.  Have you ever questioned what would have happened if it had been you who was tossed to the lions?  I have and I am very concerned that the outcome would not have been so favorable.  What made Daniel’s miracle a reality?

The answer, it would seem to me, is found in the king’s query.  “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you constantly serve been able to deliver you from the lions?”  I believe it was Daniel’s constant service and faithfulness to God which formed the basis of his miracle.  In the tenth verse of this same chapter we discover that Daniel had the habit of praying and giving thanks to God three times a day.  Frankly, it is sometimes hard to get in praying once a day.  Imagine the dedication it took Daniel to stop whatever he was doing and pray.  

There is nothing better than being in God’s presence and the best way to spend time with Him is in His Word and in prayer.  Let us not forget praise either though because praise can move mountains too, especially that stony ground of your heart.  This is a call to all of us to become people of prayer.  Nothing is impossible to us when we pray.  Not even lions are able to withstand a person of prayer.  And when we join in prayer, well we can truly make mountains into molehills.  Is there a mountain in your life?  Do you feel that sometimes the lions are on the prowl all around you?  Pray and let us pray with you.  We are a mighty army and we can overcome anything.  Prayer works, if you work it.

1516. Thursday, March 7, 2013

Philippians 4: 13

I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

Glory to God!  Let’s really ruminate on that.  There is nothing impossible to you when you are working with God.  What would you do if you knew that it was impossible for you to fail?  If you were not afraid of failure what could you do?  The chains would fall off of you and all things would become possible.

Do you want to preach to the nations?  Do you want to rise in your company?  Do you want to build your own business?  What would your golf or bridge score be? You see, we are not much in ourselves but when we link ourselves with the awesome power of God then nothing is beyond our grasp.

Say this short prayer aloud, “In you, Jesus, I can do all things.”  That is where we are to dwell.  This is our meditation.  When you make it the meditation of your heart and the confession of your mouth then truly nothing will be impossible to you but hearken to my warning.  Do not try to do whatever it is that you want to do in your own strength.  It is our God and the Lord Jesus who gives us our strength.  Let Jesus be your strength and your constant guide.

There is a great world out there.  Yeah, I know the devil and his minions are running around causing trouble but they are defeated foes.  You are with and in the Almighty.  You can do anything you want and be whatever you desire.  Dwell in the Lord and let Him show you the miracles which are upon his fingertips.  

Tomorrow is the greatest day of your life.  I don’t care if you are 95 years old.  Heck, Sarah and Abraham were starting a family at that age.  You have to understand, NOTHING is impossible with God.  So what is it that you want most?  Do you have an errant child?  No problem.  In the name of Jesus we call those children into the kingdom of God.  Do you need a promotion at work, church or other organization?  I call those promotions forth in the name of Jesus.  Let’s get out in the world and get things done.  We are mighty in Christ and nothing is impossible!

1517. Friday, March 8, 2013

Psalm 27: 4

The Voice

I am pleading with the Eternal for this one thing,
my soul’s desire:
To live with Him all of my days—
in the shadow of His temple,
To behold His beauty and ponder His ways
in the company of His people.

I have never used this translation before but it really spoke to me and I hope it speaks to you as well.  David’s one over-arching desire in life was to dwell in the presence of the Lord.  Perhaps that is the cry of your heart as well.  When we dwell in the Lord, not only are all things possible but life is peace and joy.  

David’s yearning was to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord all of the days of his life, to revel in the Lord’s countenance and presence.  He longed to have peaceful meditation of God’s ways.  In thinking about and writing today’s devotional God showed me a definition for “meditation.”  This word causes some people trouble.  They either don’t know how to meditate or it sounds too new age and spooky.  God showed me that meditation in dwelling mentally.  We let our minds dwell upon and in the Lord.  We just allow our thoughts to set up camp in the Word of God and on God.

In this beautiful passage of scripture we see the longing of David’s heart and the secret of his success.  There is healing in God’s presence.  There is hope.  Everything for life is in the Lord.  When we hang out in God’s presence He fills us with everything we need and heals the broken places.  He ministers to the depths of our hearts and gives us wisdom and strength.  Let us, like David, long to dwell in God’s presence.  Let us gaze upon Jesus’ beauty with gladness.

1518. Monday, March 11, 2013



Zechariah 4: 6

“Not by might nor by power but by My Spirit,” says the Lord of hosts.

You have the day off because I am preaching to myself today.  Someone told me not long ago that I should teach on the power of the words of our mouths frequently because we all need to be reminded constantly to watch our words.  Well, today’s teaching is one of those lessons for me.  I try to help God when really He wants to help me.

I also find that I need to re-learn this lesson every time in engage in something new.  Last year, when I was doing that course work and had such a short deadline, I learned to daily give the pressure and the chore to God.  It helped that what I was undertaking was impossible.  I understood that I could not finish all of the classes by the deadline date.  I knew that if I was going to reach that goal, then God would have to do the work.  So, I found it fairly easy to release the task to Him.  That is not to say that I did not have to remind myself occasionally but generally I kept the task in His hands.

The bigger challenge comes when there is something before me that I think I can do.  Then for my part I want to jump in by my strength, instead of His, and just get the thing done.  But here is the thing folks, Superman was a fictional character.  What I mean by that is that God has not called any of us to be Superman.  Put your cape away.   God always means to be the power and the strength behind what “we” do.  He is also the finesse and the charisma.  What we need to do is to pray and be obedient.  We need to listen to Him and follow His directions.  He will bring all things to pass.  He will lead you in the way that you should go.

Take a deep breath, lean back in your chair and imagine God taking all of the tasks, the “to do’s” off of your desk.  See Him going before you and preparing your way.  He is our strength.  He is our success.  I understand you Type A personalities but this is God’s command not a mere suggestion.  This is one of the ways that He is going to fulfill His other promises to you like that of prospering you and of giving you long life.  All you are going to do is wear yourself out trying to succeed by your might.  The truth is, in my former life, I was able to move some mountains by the force of my personality.  That is alluring, it is a temptation.  It makes me want to use my strength again but here is the thing; since I have been living God’s way, I have greater success while being less stressed and I enjoy better health.  So even if you are a highly competent person believe me, God’s way truly is better.  Your might and your power are not the answer.  The Holy Spirit is.

1519. Tuesday, March 12, 2013
Take Care

1 Peter 5: 7

New King James

[C]asting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

Philippians 4: 6
NASB
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

“Take care” is a common expression.  I once used it frequently myself.  These days, though, I take exception to it and here is why.  We are supposed to give all of our care to the Lord.  Why, then, would we want to take care?  That necessarily means that we are taking it out of the Lord’s hands so that we can carry it.  That is nuts!

In James 1: 22 Jesus’ brother entreats us to be doers of the Word.  Well, here is a great example of what it means to be a doer of the Word.  We see the Word telling us to cast all of our care onto the Lord.  So, do it.  Give all your care, anxiety and worry to the Lord.  That is exactly what it means to be a doer of the Word.  You do all that you see written there.  All of the Word is the command of Jesus because he is the Word.  Therefore, we don’t treat these statements as mere good ideas or suggestions.  No, when James wrote for us to be “doers” we treat that as an instruction from the Lord himself.  

So to my way of thinking, to “take care” is a direct violation of the Word of God.  What do you think?  Am I being eccentric?  Or just obedient?  May I be honest with you?  Will you take offense?  The truth is I see a lot of sloppy Christians out there.  We are far too casual with our Christianity and our Lord.  We are not doing Jesus a favor by calling ourselves Christians.  He is trying to save us from every calamity but the price is obedience.  When he tells us not to touch something hot is not for his good, it is for ours.  When he tells you to roll all of your care onto him that is also for your good.  Besides that, it should be enough that he tells us to do it.  Why must we even question his reasoning?  Why should we make him justify his commands to us?  He, afterall, is Lord!  

At some level I question our Christianity if we do not follow the Word.  If we discard casting all of our care upon the Lord in favor of our cultural proclivities, then what is next?  Which other verses can we shunt aside?  Which cannot be ignored?  Do you see the problem?  And who are we, any one of us, to decide which of the Biblical texts we will honor and which are too inconvenient?  I personally do not find all Bible verses comfortable.  As I wrote to you yesterday, Zechariah 4: 6 continues to be a challenge for me.  That does not mean that I have the prerogative of ignoring it though.  So we each must decide where we are going to stand.  Can you stand with Jesus if you don’t also stand with the Word?  That is a question that you are going to have to answer for yourself.  If you come down on the side of the Word, then one of the things you are going to have to give up is your care.  All worry, anxiety and care belong to the Lord.  So don’t take care.  Instead give it to Jesus.  Pray for your protection and receive it.  And when next someone tells you to “take care” just say, “No thanks.”

1520. Wednesday, March 13, 2013

Isaiah 54: 4

Fear not, for you will not be put to shame; neither feel humiliated, for you will not be disgraced.

Do you need a dose of confidence?  Well, this verse ought to do that for you.  God is constantly reminding us not to be afraid.  Today He tells us that we need not fear humiliation, shame or disgrace.  

Some of you live out there on the edge where your ego is at risk because you dare to believe and you believe big.  You even dare to confess your belief.  Bully for you!  I know how tough that can be.  You take a risk of being ridiculed.  Big believers are always exposed but thank God for believers.  They lead us, they help us to believe bigger.  They even give us license to hope.

So here is a good word for you today if you are one of those who live out on the edge.  You will not be disappointed neither will you be disgraced.  Do not fear.  Go ahead and take that leap of faith that you have been considering.  God will carry you.

Do you realize how many people are stopped from some course of action every single day because of fear?  We are afraid of failure, we are afraid of rejection.  We don’t like to speak publically for fear of humiliation.  We crumble over the concern of what others will think of us.  Well, no one has ever accomplished anything great without facing his or her fears and just doing it anyway.  And some of those people didn’t even know of this promise from God Almighty.  Really, what should we fear when we have the Lord of Hosts backing us up?

Whatever it is that you have been considering or shying away from let me encourage you.  Jump in.  Go big!  God will catch you.  The naysayers will be the one’s eating crow.  Don’t let life and possibility pass you by because you are afraid.  God will justify you.  I had this vision once of standing on a cliff and being encouraged by God to jump.  So, I did.  It was one of the best decisions of my life and I have never regretted it.  Did some people think I was nuts?  Probably but who was listening?  My eyes and ears were tuned to God.  Once I decided to take that leap, nothing else really mattered.  In retrospect I saw the brilliance of God’s plan and was so glad that I listened.  Don’t wait.  Do it today!  Whatever God has shown you, whatever He is encouraging you to do, do it now!  You will be glad.  I promise.

1521. Thursday, March 14, 2013

John 1:16 

For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.

The grace of God has come unto us.  We are no longer slaves under the law.  The Law kills while grace gives life.  Grace begets grace.

I hope you were able to see Les Miserables while it was in the theaters.  It was a very moving drama based on the struggle of common French people painted on the backdrop of the French Revolution.  There are extremely strong Christian themes in the movie.  For me it was an incredibly poignant demonstration of the effect of grace and law upon the human condition.

The principle character is Jean Valjean.  The picture opens with him as a prisoner at very hard labor.  He has enslaved for nineteen years for stealing a loaf of bread because his sister’s child was starving.  We visit him upon the day of his parole and are introduced to another central character, that of Javert.  Javert represents the law.  He is very strict and codified.  He knows the letter of the law and does his best to live by it.  He is ruthless and without mercy though and this proves to be his undoing.

Valjean is a character of great turmoil and the audience follows him through this turmoil as he tries to determine right from wrong in a complex and changing society.  He is taken in by a priest and is shown great kindness and mercy.  But the hardness of prison life has changed Valjean into a criminal so in the dark of the night he arises from his bed and stealing the silver service and other items of value slinks away into the night.  He is caught though, and the police drag him back to the church and present him to the priest.  They say to the priest that this man, Valjean, insists that the priest gave him these articles.  What is the priest’s response?  What would our response be?  The priest told the constabulary that yes, he did give those items to Valjean but he asks Valjean, “Why did you forget these?” wherein he goes to the table and picks up two enormous silver candle stands and puts them in Valjean’s arms.  Now that, my friends, is the love of God.  That man of God showed the grace and the love of God that Jesus came to bring to us.  That simple act of grace changed Valjean forever.  It transformed him from a criminal to a man of principle.  He went to a new town and made a life for himself, became the mayor of that town and tasked himself with helping others.  He became a man of much compassion in the very image of Christ himself.  

But then who appears but our arch villain Javert.  Principally, though, Javert is not a man of evil.  He is just a man who does not know the love of God.  He does not understand that Jesus’ life brought forgiveness and mercy to a world of sinners.  He begins to suspect that the mayor is actually prisoner 24601 who has skipped out on the terms of his parole.  Then when he believes that he has accused Valjean wrongly he gives his life into Valjean’s hands.  He doesn’t beg for mercy.  He wouldn’t because he knows nothing of the mercy of God.  Twice, three times Valjean has Javert’s life in his hands.  Valjean, however, is a man who has come under grace and appreciates the God of lovingkindness so each time he extends mercy to Javert.  In the end the conflict within Javert becomes insurmountable.  He is the beneficiary of mercy and grace but he cannot allow it to transform him.  He is rigidly and dogmatically legalistic even in the face of the saving grace of the Lord Jesus.  Unable to resolve the conflict, he commits suicide.

The law kills.  Grace gives and breeds life.  Valjean who was shown mercy became a person of great grace, compassion and kindness.  He extended himself to help others even at great personal risk.  His life honored the kindness of God which was visited upon him by the priest.  The priest had Valjean’s life in his hands even as Valjean would later hold Javert’s in his.  And like the priest, Valjean shows mercy.

The message of grace, which I truly believe is the message of the age, is not a message of promiscuity and permissiveness.  It is a message of love through which we all seek to return the gift bestowed upon us.  Grace does not accentuate or condone sin.  It pardons it so that we might be renewed into the image of our beloved Jesus.  I hope you will deeply consider the presence of both grace and legalism in your life.  It is by grace that we have been saved.  Even the Javerts of the world are saved only by grace.  Perhaps as we accept the grace and mercy that Jesus died to give us we can not only be transformed ourselves but we can also extend that same mercy to others.

1522. Friday, March 15, 2013

Proverb 13: 2, 3

From the fruit of a man’s mouth he enjoys good.  But the desire of the treacherous is violence.  The one who guards his mouth preserves his life; the one who opens wide his lips comes to ruin.

Here is your reminder about guarding your mouth.  How many times do we need to hear that we can create either good or ill through the words of our mouth before we learn it?  Sometimes I wonder just how intelligent we really are.  I know for myself that I can be extremely slow in learning these important lessons.

Well, fortunately God has given us many reminders in the scriptures.  I guess He knew that we were going to have to hear it over and over again.  If you would just listen to yourself for a couple of days I think you would find answers to some of your questions; and some of your problems.  What are you saying and what are you experiencing?  I am sure that you are going to find a correlation between the two.  Now let us look at the same question but in reverse.  What are you experiencing and what are you saying?  So, are you sick?  Then ask yourself how you speak about your health and your body.  Are you having financial challenges?  Again, are you saying anything positive about your financial prospects or are you only complaining about the economy?  

God is not limited by the United States economy or by medical science.  He can make friends out of enemies or mend any other problem in your life.  We must offer to Him belief, faith and words with which He can work.  Whatever it is that you need from God, be consistent in word and prayer.  If you pray for a thing and then let your mouth spew out language contrary to what you just prayed for you will tear down what you have just built.  So, keep in mind these two guiding principles.  Don’t speak negative words about yourself, your ambitions, health, etc.  Secondly, do speak positive, edifying words about those things.  Your mouth is powerful and it is a creative force so pay close attention to what it is creating.

1523. Monday, March 18, 2013

Malachi 3: 6

For I, the Lord, do not change.

This verse, in just a few words, points out why the Old Testament is still relevant.  The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is our same God and He has not changed.  Why is that important?  More of the Bible is encompassed in the Old Testament than the new.  The Bible is a Christian document.  It is not a Jewish document.  So those 39 books of the Old Testament were put there for born again Christians but if we aren’t mindful it is easy for us to ignore the Old Testament.  Of course, sometimes we meander over into the Psalms and the Proverbs but that still leaves 37 books that we are not reading.

Now I suppose we are always going to enjoy reading the New Testament more than the Old just because we get to witness Jesus walking the earth in the first books but I want you to know that you can find him in the Old Testament too.  The Jews have been prophesying and looking for the Messiah for eons.  They wrote about him and we have those writings and prophesies captured in the Old Testament.

Another value in reading the Old Testament is that you get to see the difference in the two covenants.  The covenant of grace which was bought with the blood of the perfect lamb is more appreciated and better understood when viewed in comparison to the law.  In the Old Testament you witness life under the law and you can certainly see why the Jews looked longingly for the Messiah.  Then you watch as Jesus appears on the scene and see the miracle of redemption.  No longer do we offer animal sacrifices because the perfect lamb shed his blood and restored humanity to its pre-fall condition.

But when you read the Bible in its entirety the best thing of all is that you see the Father consistently desiring a relationship with His children.  The entire book is about His plan to restore His kids after they messed up badly.  His big plan was about providing a way for you to come into fellowship with Him personally.  He is the same now as then so when you watch Him save Daniel from the lion’s den then you know that He is still a protector for you today.  When you read about God providing a lamb for Abraham’s sacrifice you understand that was the herald of His providing the perfect lamb as a sacrifice for all of us.  The New Testament takes on a richness that just wouldn’t be there without the Old Testament.

Our Father has not changed.  He has always longed to be a father to you.  And whatever He promised in the Old Testament is still as fresh and viable today as the day He first uttered it.  So don’t short change yourself.  Dig into those Old books and witness the God who never changes.

1524. Tuesday, March 19, 2013

Malachi 3: 11

“Then I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it may not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes”, says the Lord of hosts.

This is one of the ways that God blesses tithers.  He prevents waste and the destruction of your goods.  The second part of the verse about the grapes is a bit vague perhaps, unless you are a farmer I suppose.  One of the losses for farmers is when the fruit falls from the vine before it is ripe.  Clearly they never get a harvest from the fallen fruit.  So God keeps the fruit on the vine so that the harvest will be a full harvest.  Now imagine how that can apply to your life as a non-farmer.  In my mind it is about waste.

I have seen in my own life how I often save money in many, many small ways.  It effectively increases my income because of the money that I do not have to spend.  So the phrase about your vine not casting forth its fruit before it ripens is about you not having that waste and the subsequent loss.

God also promises to rebuke the devourer for you.  That is talking about the devil.  1 Peter 5: 8 warns us that the devil is roaming around looking for someone he can devour.  He will devour you and your goods.  Enjoy the good news though because God is going to rebuke the devil for you.  Jesse Duplantis tells about a light bulb in his and Cathy’s house that has burned for years and years.  The devil is trying to devour your goods but God is protecting them.  That doesn’t mean you will never have to replace a light bulb but you will find that your stuff lasts longer so you don’t have to spend money in constant replacement.  And believe me, it adds up.

Once you see this promise of God to tithers, then within you is created an expectation.  You know to expect your goods to last and the words of your mouth tend to follow your expectation.  If you do not know the promises of God, you cannot receive the benefits of them.  Once you know, though, you can begin to live in that promise.  So, if you are a tither, begin to expect God to rebuke the devourer for you.  Expect your goods to last longer and expect there to be less waste in your life, even less wasted money.

1525. Wednesday, March 20, 2013

Malachi 4: 2 

But for you who fear My name the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall.

Ok, I want you to visualize new calves.  I want you to have a picture in your mind of how calves cavort around in the pure joy of existing.  That is what Father God is bringing to you who revere and love Him.  The sun will arise and shine on you.  Each ray will send you waves of healing so that your youth is restored.

I want to be very intimate with you today, not writing to you as a voice from the distance but rather as a good friend.  Guys this is really true; it really works.  God honestly can and will restore you.  This kind of restoration comes out of the joy of being one of God’s own.  When you are truly abiding in the joy of the Lord and the pleasure of being in His presence; when your heart rejoices in Him and just being a part of Him, then that sunshine just blooms and radiates in your spirit.  Then it flows out from your spirit and permeates every cell of your body.  The joy of the Lord is infectious.  It infects your whole body with health and well-being.

I wish I could put this in a pill for you or come into your life for a few minutes and do it for you but I cannot.  Loving God is the best medicine you can ever take.  If you will embrace it, it will fill you up to overflowing so that you skip about like a calf.  You just cannot contain all of the goodness that God will pour into you.  Therefore, that joy must seek an outward expression.  God’s love for you will so fill you that it literally saturates your body.

The things of the spirit are very real.  Everything you see existed in the spiritual realm before it existed in the physical realm.  That is not to suggest that I want you to become new age spiritualistic.  Not at all.  I want you to become Genesis 1 spiritual and that is different.  When you understand that there is a spiritual realm, that it is real and that it affects the physical then you can allow yourself to experience the Holy Spirit.  When you do then he will fill you so that not only will your spirit be renewed but also your body will be renewed.   At the cellular level your health will begin to grow and overflow until it impacts every single part of your body.  Get a revelation of this today.  See this effect in your mind’s eye.  See health blooming in you until it shines on your countenance like the noonday sun.  Spend time basking in the presence of the Lord.  It will not be a sun tan that you get but rather a SON tan and the glow on your face from that exposure will minister volumes to everyone who sees you.

1526. Thursday, March 21, 2013

Matthew 24: 24

For false Christ and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead if possible even the elect.

I have had several conversations of late regarding my calling or what our heavenly Father has specifically called me to.  Since you have a vested interest in this ministry you might like to know the precise anointing and assignment under which it operates.  

In Ephesians 4: 11 we find what is popularly known as the Five Fold Ministry of God.  Paul teaches us that these are the five offices that God has appointed for the equipping of the saints.  The five offices are apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher.  I have been appointed as a teacher.  Now many of us think of ministers as going out into the world to save the unsaved, and obviously that is a very noble calling.  Or we think of our pastors whose job it is to tend to the flock.  Again, another fine and high calling.  I, however, have not been called to either of those positions.  I have been called as a teacher and rather than going into all the world to preach the gospel to those who have never heard it, I have been called to the church.  Does that make sense to you?  Why would anyone be called to teach those who are already saved?   Today’s verse is one of the answers to that question.  Many of God’s elect will be led away and it is my job to make sure that you are equipped with enough knowledge that you cannot be misled.

God’s people are already drifting away from him.  Some of his people are falling asleep by which I mean that they are not alert.  They are no longer tuned in to his voice.  If you think about it you probably know someone who is a Christian but it seems that it may be in name only.  Little of their life seems to indicate that they walk hand in hand with Christ.  Well, how can we be Christians if our lives are not about Christ?  The enemy is on the prowl now (1 Peter 5: 8).  He is already luring people away from serving Christ.  He has done a very good job of leading us away from a life of zealous Christianity so that many people are living a watered down version at best.  It is only a small step from there to Jesus saying to us, “I never knew you,” (Matthew 7: 23).  

Let us serve God fervently.  This is a call to all who are in Christ to arise and again seek his face as we did in the first hour of our salvation.  Let Christ grow bigger in you today so that others may see him and perhaps some of the sleeping Christians will awaken and again pursue their God.  Let us serve and worship God with all of our heart, with all of our might, with all of our strength.  Let being a Christian be the banner of your life and your calling for you are called to him every bit as much as I.

1527. Friday, March 22, 2013

Psalm 91: 14 - 15

Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because he has known My name.  He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.

If you have not become intimately familiar with the 91st Psalm do yourself a favor and read it every day for a week.  You will find enormous comfort and strength in it.  Your protection is well spelled out in this Psalm too.  As you can see, though, it contains much more of God’s promises to you.  

Have you ever felt like you just needed someone strong who could fix your world?  Have you ever felt the need for a deliverer?  You must understand that no one compelled God to make any promises to us.  Every promise, every declaration of the Lord was made simply because these are the things that the Lord wants to do for you.  He longs to be your deliverer, your rescuer.  He wants you to call upon Him in the time of need.  All He wants from you is love and then He will become everything you need.  When you call, He will answer.  Don’t you find that reassuring?  He won’t impose Himself upon you but when you call He is ready to respond.

Our God has provided for our every need.  He never intended for us to live as orphans.  We are His beloved and He longs to carry us in His bosom as His dear sheep.  So even if you feel low you can know that He will lift you up and set your feet upon the high places.  He is a loving and attentive Father.  He is only as distant as you make Him.  Let Him rush in and be all that you need and even want today.  He is awaiting your call.

1528. Monday, March 25, 2013

Psalm 119: 63

I am a companion of all those who fear Thee, and of those who keep Thy precepts.

First of all let us remind ourselves that the word “fear” is better translated “revere.”  If you have a Bible with helps you will see the word “revere” in the footnotes.  So then, this verse is saying that I am a friend of all of those who revere you Lord and who follow your principles.

As we progress towards the end of the age I believe that you are going to see increasing unity among the body of believers.  Actually, you can already see it happening.  Finally, the body of Christ is coming together.  Although we may disagree on doctrinal points we agree on those things which are most important and we are coalescing around those things.  Predominantly we come together in the blood of Christ, the love of the Father and the power of the Holy Spirit.  If you love Jesus then you have the most important aspect of life in common with other believers.  Christ is the point of unity.  We are in the fellowship of the blood covenant together and again, that is the most important thing of all.  So, since we are unified in the most significant fact, a fact which leads us all into eternity, then it behooves us to major on that unifying truth and minor on our differences.

I have coined a term which not only reflects my own personal beliefs but I think reflects the times as well.  Rather than call myself non-denominational, I call myself all-denominational.  This designation is much more accurate I believe.  Most of us have been influenced by the strengths of many denominations.  I find that heart-warming and uplifting.  And you, my readers, I consider my congregation.  As a body you would be amazed at the cornucopia of scents and colors you represent.  You look like a colorful Easter basket with all of your variety.  Together we reflect what is happening in the broader context; that the body of Christ is maturing and laying aside petty grievances and doctrinal feuds.  Maturing Christians are becoming less easily offended by differences of opinions and learning to capitalize on the strength that only comes through unity.

I told you recently that I am called to the Body of Christ rather than to unbelievers.  Part of that calling involves helping believers mature.  Two aspects of maturity are encompassed in this verse.  First, we must outgrow being so easily offended.  Constant griping and dissatisfaction is a sure sign of immaturity.  Secondly, unity of spirit can only be accomplished by mature people.  We have put aside trivialities in order to join ourselves to one another.  It gives me great joy to see and hear of your faith and perseverance.  With such a broad readership there are, of course, times that some of you do not agree with me one hundred percent but I have enjoyed the pleasure of witnessing your great dedication to the Lord Jesus and your determination to grow and challenge yourself as well as your resolve to not let differences separate you.  I am so proud of you, you cannot even know.  Your faithfulness is exactly what the body of Christ needs in order to lead us into the millennial age.  As we look forward to the second coming of Christ we stand unified in that name and in the blood that saved us.  Glory to the Most High in whom we call each other “friend.”

1529. Tuesday, March 26, 2013

Proverb 6: 10

A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest – and your poverty will come in like a vagabond and your need like an armed man.

I was surprised to discover today that in the seven years that I have been producing the Word of the Day devotional I have never recited this verse for you.  Some verses are so obvious that I fail to send them to you and that is a mistake on my part and a good lesson on life and Bible study.  Sometimes we overlook the obvious in favor of the mysterious.  In my case I often search for the verses that you may not be as familiar with so as to complement your studies.  In so doing I often do not consider the obvious.  As I said, this is error in practice as well as in principle.  Some of the most mundane life lessons are the ones that are also most significant.  Those “trite” expressions that we have heard since childhood often go without saying as we mature.  I am learning, though, that those really are the important life lessons.  For example, do you remember when you were a child hearing about the Golden Rule (Matthew 7: 12)?  Do you know, that is still good advice.  Not only is it good advice but it is still a quote from our Lord and Messiah too which, to my way of thinking, makes it more than advice.  Every word which proceeds from the Lord is a command.  And yet, how often do you hear the term “Golden Rule” anymore?  I don’t hear it these days but it is still just as potent as when first spoken.

When God offered Solomon the grant of a wish Solomon chose wisdom.  Solomon then wrote the book of Proverbs to record the wisdom that God gave him.  It is, therefore, the chief book of wisdom in the Bible.  If you will study the book of Proverbs and adhere to its lessons you too will walk in the wisdom of God.

You know that I believe that God gives us the power to gain wealth (Deut. 8: 18).  That does not mean, however, that God does not expect us to put our hand to the plow.  He has promised to bless the work of our hand (Deut. 28: 12).  That signifies that our hands must find work, then God blesses our effort with His strength, direction and anointing.  We are blessed beyond the level of our investment.  His blessing on what we do is an amazing thing to behold but you cannot be lazy and slothful and expect God’s abundance to rain down into your life.  God is a multiplier.  He takes what you sow, even if that is labor, and He multiplies it so that it produces a great harvest.  Do not try to succeed in your own strength and wisdom because you do not have enough of either for the level of success God wants to give you.  Dedicate your work, business and everything you do to the Lord and then set your hand to honest work.  Allow God to lead you in your decisions and even in your daily steps.  You will have more success than you could have ever earned in your own strength and you will not wear yourself out.

1530. Wednesday, March 27, 2013

Psalm 18: 33

He makes my feet like hinds feet, and set me upon my high places.

There is a very good book titled Hinds Feet on High Places which I “highly” recommend.  A hind is the female of the red deer.  Red deer are one of the larger varieties of deer and are found in many parts of the world.  In fact they are the only type of deer to live on the African continent.  Some red deer weigh up to 1,100 pounds.  They also live in several mountain ranges in Europe and Asia.  It is to these mountain dwelling deer that David refers in this psalm of deliverance.

You have probably seen video of mountain goats and mountain deer cavorting about on the side of a mountain.  It is amazing that they have any footing at all much less that they can run and bound along at break neck speeds.  God gave these animals feet that are adapted to the rocky terrain as a means of sanctuary so that they may flee from predators.  In the same fashion David witnessed how God time and time again delivered him from his pursuers.  

Likewise God will set you far above your enemies and problems.  He will give you the feet of the female red deer so that you can skip along upon the heights where no enemy can pursue you.  You will prance about where others fear to go and you are able to do so because the Lord God is your father and closest ally.  God sets you above the fray up where the air is clear and crisp.  Down in the valley is where the predators are and where the battles always take place.  But God has given you hind’s feet so that you can run along the mountain tops fleet-footed and sure-footed.  He sets you in the places of rarified air.  He lifts you up to the pinnacle and you are safe there and comfortable.

If you ever feel as if you are bogged down in the quagmire of problems and small minded people, refresh yourself with this scripture.  Understand that God has created you for the heights.  You are made for the mountain tops.  You are lifted up and set upon the high places where you not only dwell securely but where you attain lofty goals.  God has made you to be above and not beneath (Deut. 28: 13).  He has given you security beyond the reach of those things and people who seek to hold you down.  You are safe and free.

1531. Thursday, March 28, 2013

Romans 12: 2

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

I was listening to an audiobook in the car this week and one of the characters made a statement that caught my attention.  The character said, “Well, that is human nature.”  How many times have we said that ourselves?  We excuse or explain behavior in this manner.  But for once this explanation for a person’s behavior struck me as inane.  We are not supposed to be living according to our own natures or according to “human” behavior.  We have been reborn into the image of Christ Jesus and it is his nature that we are to exemplify.

Now, I do not suggest for one moment that we can imitate Jesus according to our own strength and will though that should be a starting point.  This verse teaches us that we must be renewed in our mind.  When you were born again your spirit was reborn instantly.  The renewing of the mind takes some time and effort though.  We have to begin to wash our brains with the cleansing power of the Word.  The Holy Spirit goes to work in us transforming us, recreating us.  He makes us into much better versions of ourselves, versions that reflect the love of God instead of the nature of fallen humanity.

We must cast off the world and its images if we are to embrace God’s nature.  You cannot serve what is unholy and expect to be made holy and set apart.  God has a transformation planned for you but regaling in the popular culture will hinder the Holy Spirit’s divine work in you.  Don’t think that you are to act according to prescribed “human nature” because God has something much more beatific for you.  

As you immerse yourself in God’s Word, transformation will begin to take place.  You will be changed and you are going to love the change.  Characteristics about yourself that you have been trying to change for years, with little success I might add, will all of a sudden begin to moderate and then eventually disappear.  The Word of God will change you from the inside out.  You will find yourself behaving in ways that you would not have believed possible. You will have motives that are beyond your “human” self.  And this is as it should be for you are not mere humans.  You are the highest form of creation, created as God’s own.  You are created in His image and you will increasingly behave like Him.  It is a glorious realization of who you in fact are.  You are the child, the heir of the most high and you are meant to act like your Father but it is He who will lead you, teach you and give you the strength to become like Him.  Begin by giving yourself to Him for the purpose of transformation, yield yourself to the work of the Holy Spirit and the begin washing your brain with the Word of God.  

1532. Tuesday, April 02, 2013

Matthew 3: 8

Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance.

True repentance means more than just muttering some words of contriteness.  It involves a condition of one’s heart and a change in one’s behavior.  True repentance, then, should bear fruit.

This statement was spoken by John the Baptist when he observed many Pharisees and Sadducees going out to him at the Jordan River for baptism.  They were performing their ritualistic duty and at the same time being observed in so doing by the people.  I cannot help but think that the greater part of their motivation was just to be seen.  Their washing was only skin deep because repentance was not in their heart.  It didn’t clean their souls as it was meant to do.  Just before John the Baptist made the above statement he called them a “brood of vipers.”  Clearly, he sensed or God showed them that the Pharisees and Sadducees did not have repentant hearts.  Instead they were only making a show of holiness.

Repentance involves a change in direction; a change of behavior.  We can go forward for prayer every week, constantly receive the baptism of repentance but it means little if we are never truly changed and repentant in our hearts.  As long as we return to the behaviors for which we repented we are just as snakelike as those Pharisees.  We are as the dog which returns to its own vomit (2 Peter 2: 22).  

Our baptism in Christ means something.  It means that we have been saved and cleansed from our former life of sin.  We have been resurrected from that former life, been redeemed and been made new.  Our lives then ought to demonstrate the miracle that Jesus has wrought in us.  We are new creatures with new lives and through this resurrection of life from death we yield the fruit of right standing in Christ Jesus.  You are God’s greatest miracle.  Let your light so shine.  Let the good fruit of Jesus burst forth from you like the blooms of new birth evidenced in spring.   You are God’s fruit of the New Birth in Jesus.  Let the evidence of your new life in Christ Jesus shine forth.  Bear good fruit and bring glory to God.

1533. Wednesday, April 03, 2013

Isaiah 48: 17

Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; “I am the Lord your God, who teaches you to profit, who leads you in the way you should go.”

Prosperity comes from the Lord.  See above that He Himself said so.  Now when we speak of prosperity it is important to understand that prosperity from God is a complete package.  God’s prosperity is not money alone.  That is a very important concept because people have acquired financial wealth outside of God but we see that many times it brings destruction and ruin rather than blessing.  God’s prosperity includes peace, well-being, health and everything else required for a good life.

Equally important though is for Christians to acknowledge that God has the means and intent to increase our pocketbooks as well.  For some reason we often deny that God wants us to be blessed financially.  That is ridiculous and just reading the Bible ought to convince us otherwise.  I wish I could explain to you why some Christians maintain a poverty mentality but honestly, I don’t understand it myself except for those who wish to excuse their own failures by blaming it on God.  I have noticed, though, that some of those same people pray for jobs and raises, so figure that one out.

I want to bring you the “Good News” of the gospel.  God blesses you in every single arena of your life.  Do you want a better marriage?  God is the author of that.  Does your health need a boost?  Guess who can help you with your body.  There is not one need that you have, not one desire of your heart that God cannot and will not meet.  He is GOD!!!  He made you, He made your body.  He created the wealth of the universe.  It is all His and He has blessed us with that which He created.

As you dedicate yourself to God dedicate your finances to Him as well.  Let Him be the Lord of your finances and He will lead you in the way you should go.  He will lead you to opportunities and increase all that you do.

1534. Thursday, April 4, 2013

Ecclesiastes 9: 10

Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.

Deuteronomy 28:12

The Lord will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow.   (Emphasis added)

God’s Word teaches that He, the Lord God, will prosper us, teach us to profit and lead us in the way to go.  He will lead you into courses that will bring you prosperity and then you must put your hand to the plow.  God’s blessing does not pour out of heaven upon us while we sit on the couch and watch television.  He blesses the work of our hand so that necessarily means that we must apply our hands to that which He has given us to do.  I have heard of people who have quit their jobs thinking that God was going to pour money into their lives without their doing anything.  That is not God’s way.  He always cooperates with us and leads us into the beneficial paths.  If God has told you to quit your job that is another thing but take it from me, if He has said that to you, He has work on His mind.  He means for you to prepare yourself for the next phase of your life not just go home and lay on the couch.

God also leads us in making wise investments.  His wisdom will precede us in all we do but of course, we must be attentive to His voice.  I know of people who have hearkened to the voice of God and been in the right place at the right time and been able to make investments that have worked out very well.  And God has ways of making money come into your hand from all directions when you are obeying Him.  For example, just recently I had someone contact me to pay an old invoice from my days in the legal practice.  That very much felt like money raining down out of the sky.  It was a blessing.  At the same time though, I am putting my hand to the work that Father has given me to do.

What I wish to point out today is that there is a methodology involved in prospering in the Kingdom of God and really that is the first point.  You must choose whether you will participate in God’s economy or in the world’s.  If you choose to make Jesus the Lord over your finances then you must first acknowledge that God is interested in our financial life, that He has power over financial issues and that it is He who teaches us to profit and leads us in the way to go (Isaiah 48: 17).  Secondly, you must hearken to His voice. Then, in obedience, follow where He leads.  We put our hand to that which He has ordained and we do it with all our might.  Our Father then blesses the work of our hand and it is the blessing upon us that causes us to prosper.  It is not by our might or by the sweat of our brow that we succeed.  Our success is in the Holy Spirit of God, it is in our redemption by the blood of Jesus and it is in our obedience to God the Father.  We work but it is He who blesses.  

Whatever God has given you to do, do it with vigor, dedicate yourself to God’s service and your work to God’s glory and then let Him be the author of your success.

1535. Friday, April 5, 2013

Deuteronomy 8: 17

And beware lest you say in your [mind and] heart, My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.

Deuteronomy 8: 18

But you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth.

I put these two verses in reverse order because of the emphasis it puts on it being God who prospers us.  A very real risk that we run when we begin to prosper is that we begin to think our success is a result of our own wisdom or hard work.  When pride and arrogance enter in the fall is not far behind and great is the fall.

It is God who gives us power to succeed and it is the blessing bought by Jesus that works in our lives to bring that success to us.  Our only part is obedience.  If we will listen to what God tells us and then do as He say, we will succeed.  There is no way not to.  But then do not fall into the trap of thinking that your intelligence or skill had much to do with anything.  Even what little intelligence we have is given to us by God.

I enjoyed some wonderful successes as a lawyer.  Then God called me into ministry.  He probably called to me for about a year before I would listen.  I did not mean to be disobedient but frankly, I was not spending a sufficient amount of time in prayer and in the Bible so I was having a hard time hearing.  During this period God showed me just how successful my life is without Him.  He lifted His anointing from me for a short period.  It was most illuminating.  No matter what I did, even if I did a thing exactly as I had done it a week before, it didn’t work.  I received a very real revelation of those “successes” I had enjoyed.  My “ability” was in my God.  Now, I am very happy with that knowledge.  For one thing, all of the pressure is now off of me to perform.  I set my hand to all that God has given me to do but the success of any venture is solely on Him.  Believe me, if you will spend more of your time praying to your God and seeking Him, you will not have to work as hard.  He will bless the work of your hand.  You do not have to be so sharp or work so hard.  Now when I see someone who is as overworked as I was during that period of my life, I reflect on their lives and mine.  I know now that I was trying to succeed in my own strength and that is why I had to work crazy hours and why my health was constantly at risk.  Now I accomplish all that I must but no longer in my strength.  I don’t get sick every year like I once did.  Frankly, I do not get sick at all.  It is no longer my strength that is spent in accomplishing.  All accomplishment is in God’s strength.  It is His blessing that creates success in any area of life.

And now I remember.  When I enjoy any success I remember who it is that created it and I give Him the glory and I honor Him with my wealth.  You can’t make me a non-tither because I know who created the wealth.  You couldn’t make me not give to God’s work even at the point of a gun because I am fully aware of whose strength produced any and all success in my life.  I remember God with the words of my mouth but I also remember Him with the fruit of His labor.  I give Him money.  Let’s be real here.  Are we going to pray for Him to prosper our finances and then not even give Him ten percent of the fruit?  That is crazy to me.  What a quick way to cut off the flow of the blessing.  And what hypocrisy.  There is no way I can ever give God enough to thank Him for even the smallest of His blessings but I am certainly going to try.  I am going to remember who paid the price for my successes great and small.

Never let pride enter your heart or God may show you as He did me just how great you are in your own strength.  He may let you reap the fruit of your mouth.  You don’t want that.  Meditate on His greatness and all that He has done for you and then let your mouth speak His praises.  Honor Him with your words.  Let others know that it is your God who has caused you to prosper.  Then remember Him in tangible ways as well.  Remember Him for it is He who has poured out His blessing on you.

1536. Monday, April 08, 2013

1 Corinthians 3: 16

Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.

Do you even understand how special you are?  You are God’s greatest creation, His joy and His delight.  You are where God Almighty has chosen to make His abode.  He could choose anywhere in the universe but He chose to live in you.  You are the reason He made the earth.  You are the reason He sent Jesus into the earth.  Because of how special you are, Jesus chose to suffer and die.  You are somebody important.

I want you to know that God has chosen a great life for you.  He has provided the means for you to enjoy excellence in every area of your life.  If you are not fully enjoying all that God is and all that He has created lets figure out why and get to you the pinnacle because that is where you belong.  That is where your appointed seat has been placed.  God has made a place at the top for you.

Tell me, is there someone in your life whom you love as much as life itself?  Is there someone for whom you would lay down your life?  God loves you that much and more.  Jesus proved it because he did lay down his life for you.  Do you realize that if you were the only person who would receive the gifts that Jesus’ death purchased he would have still gone to the cross?  He would have gone to that cross and endured the beatings for you alone.  You are priceless to God and to Jesus.  You are holy.

I wish you could see yourself through Jesus’ eyes.  I wish you could even see yourself through my eyes.  I do not know if any of us can fully appreciate the depth and breadth of God’s love for us but when you can perceive that His love for us is vast then you begin to believe many things.  You begin to believe that He has chosen a great life for you.  You begin to believe that He has chosen health rather than sickness.  You begin to believe for wealth instead of poverty.  And you begin to see yourself in scripture.  Your understanding of the Word blossoms and your heart is filled to overflowing.  Oh that I could just pour out of me all that God has shown me about His love and your life.  I wish that I could just empty myself into you so that your revelation would be increased.  You are precious to God and He has provided super-abundantly for you.  And the more you realize how precious you are to God the more humble you become rather than arrogant because you will also realize that you do not deserve His abundance of love or blessing.  It is then that you will allow yourself to receive the abundance of God’s love and blessing.  Not only that but that revelation causes you to want to share God’s grace with others.  It makes you a giver.  It transforms you into His image.

If you can begin to accept that you are God’s greatest miracle, if you can accept even a small portion of His unparalleled devotion, then you can begin to manifest the life God has chosen for you.  And if you have let some of God’s love in previously, chose today to throw your heart wide open and receive God in abundance.  Let Him fill you to over-flowing.  That is His desire.  Then out of your over flowing abundance God will bless others, perhaps even the world.  You are God’s greatest miracle.  You are His masterpiece.  

And if you are 85 years old, I want you to hear that this message is for you.  Today is the first day of the rest of your life.  You have not given your best yet.  You haven’t become your best yet.  You haven’t received yet the best that God has for you.  Start your second life today and endeavor to outstrip and outlive those first 85 years.  You have more to give than any of us.  Don’t deprive the rest of us of your wisdom and strength.  There is no retirement in the kingdom of heaven so get up off of that couch and teach us.  There is much more for you to receive and so much you have not yet given.

Today, TODAY, the kingdom of God is at hand.  Do not let it pass you buy.  Reach out and grab it.  Be all that God has destined you to be.  You are God’s miracle!

1537. Tuesday, April 9, 2013

1 Corinthians 3: 18 - 19

Let no man deceive himself.  If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it is written, “He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness”; and again, “(The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are useless.

As I have mentioned to you before, I have been called to the body of Christ to be a teacher.  Sometimes, therefore, my writings take on a somewhat academic flavor and I think I do not always communicate that I am passionate about these things.  Yesterday’s Word of the Day, I think, was a stark contradiction though.  If you did not hear the passion in yesterday’s message, go back and read it again.  God was speaking and He is very passionate.

I like to think that I am a pretty smart person.  I’ve got a respectable IQ and a couple of degrees.  And yet, compared to God I really know nothing.  As a matter of fact, I have been impressed many times at just how stupid I can be and act.  Our intelligence, our wisdom is absolutely nothing in comparison with God.  He is knowledge and wisdom.  They issue from Him.

So let me ask you, how smart, how wise do you think you are?  Are you the wise person of this age?  Ok, maybe you are.  If so, then you must become foolish.  It is through our becoming simple and humble that we can truly manifest wisdom.  “The wisdom of this world is foolishness before God.”  In contrast, when we humble ourselves before the wisdom of the ages, our God, then we can truly become wise.  You see, we do not want the wisdom of this world.  We should desire the wisdom which is beyond this world because God’s wisdom is ageless and without bounds.

There is so much that God wishes to give you and show you.  He wants to teach you and lead you.  You’ve got to stop being so smart though.  Although it may come as a surprise, you really aren’t as smart as God.  So humble yourself and ask Him to lead you and to teach you.   If you are as smart as you think yourself to be then you will lay your intelligence at the feet of God.  If you are unwilling to do that, if you think you are smarter than God’s Word and His Holy Spirit then I have to question your intelligence.  I think you are more deluded than smart because if you truly were that sharp you would plug into the one who is living wisdom.  

1538. Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Proverb 2: 6

For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding.

Hallelujah!  Our blessed God gives wisdom, knowledge and understanding so I have a question for you.  Do you want me to preach out of my wisdom or God’s?  We talked yesterday about our wisdom versus God’s wisdom.  So, do you want me to teach you from my great storehouse of wisdom or do you want me to reach into the wisdom of God and deliver to you His wisdom, knowledge and understanding?  

Okay, so I hear your answer.  You love me but you trust God’s wisdom more than you do mine.  I agree and if you knew how many stupid mistakes I make you would redouble your answer.  That is why this daily devotional is titled Word of the Day instead of anything that would imply that I have some wisdom or knowledge that will change your life.  I have travelled a few miles and I have learned a few things but they are nothing in comparison to God’s wisdom.

Have you discovered that the entire Bible is a revelation of Jesus?  Yes, Jesus is even in Genesis.  The Bible is where God has poured out His wisdom for you.  Think of it this way.  Suppose there is some person that you greatly respect and that said person writes a book.  Wouldn’t you be one of the first people to purchase the book and read it?  Of course, you would.  Well, the Bible is God’s book revealing all of his wisdom.    It is where He tells His stories.  

Some people are misguided and think that the Bible is a compilation of men’s writings.  While it is true that many people held the pen, I would suggest to you that they were merely scribes and that God was in fact the author.  God gave them messages to write.  He gave them inspiration.  I hope that you will read my book once it is published but even more I hope that you will read our Father’s book because it is the book of life and truth.  As a side note, although most of us were raised on the King James Version of the Bible, unless you are an expert in Elizabethan English I suggest you use a more readable version for your daily Bible reading.  I prefer the New American Standard Version for its accuracy and readability.  There are other versions too.  Find one that is understandable and that fits you.

1539. Thursday, April 11, 2013

Matthew 5: 11 – 12

Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.  Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Are you ready for some good news today?  It is late in the week and you are probably in need of some.  Well, here it is, you have a reward awaiting you in heaven for all of the junk you have had to endure because of your faith.  Here is the part you might not have realized.  The struggles you are facing from people, the persecution that you are enduring is because of your faith.  Satan is the architect of this persecution.    I didn’t understand that for many years.  It is one of his ways of challenging your faith and breaking you down.

Once you know that you are being persecuted because of your faith you will know how to combat it.  Then the problem isn’t so big anymore.  I know that it is very hard when you are attacked in your relationships but I found that once I understood that the persecution was because of my faith then I recognized who the enemy really was.  No longer did I look at the person that was causing the persecution.  Instead I recognized Satan as the enemy.  Once you know who your enemy is, then you can defend against the attack.  It changes everything.  Praying for the person who is on the point of the attack becomes much easier.  You can pray with knowledge.

Additionally, it changes your whole attitude when you realize that Satan has found you a threat.  It is actually kind of a compliment.  I take it as encouragement.  I have also discovered that as soon as I realize that the problem I am facing is religious persecution directed by Satan the battle is half over.  Immediately I understand how that friend or colleague can behave the way they are.  It clears all of the confusion.  I then pray for the person that is causing the trouble and I rebuke Satan.  I have been amazed at how quickly Jesus begins to turn the situation around for me.

If you are being challenged right now by some unlovely character who really has no reason for treating you as they do, take heart.  Jesus is well aware of your situation and has laid up a reward for you.  He also has in his hands the remedy as well as the reward.  Just talk with Jesus, rebuke Satan and pray for the troublesome person.  It will all work out.

1540. Friday, April 12, 2013

Matthew 4: 1 – 11

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry.  And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”  But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’”

Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command His angels concerning You’; and ‘On their hands they will bear You up, So that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’”  Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.”  Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan!  For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord you God, and serve Him only.’”

The temptation of Christ is very interesting. Satan attempted three times to tempt Jesus into sinning. Thankfully for us Jesus was up to the test.  Studying Satan's attempts to cause Jesus to stumble helps us to identify Satan's strategies and arms us for the battle.

In order to understand the strategy of Satan's attack you must first understand the construction of people. Human beings were made in the image of God. As such we are triune beings.  In other words, we are made in three parts: spirit, soul and body.  The body is familiar to you. The soul is typified by our thoughts, our will, emotions and accompanying emotional drives.  Our body houses our brain but the soul is home to our psyche, our thoughts and memories.   Our spirits are the essential us. It is where our life is and where we connect with the deeper things of life including our God. 

Satan’s first attack on Jesus was an attack in his flesh.  You can appreciate that fleshly temptation is the most basic assault.  Jesus was hungry. His flesh was weak. So Satan tempted him in the bodily desire for food.  Satan did the same thing to Adam and Eve but they did not make it past the first test.  They took the forbidden fruit but Jesus refused to give into his appetites.  In our lives usually the carnal or appetites of the body is the first area that most of us must personally conquer.  We must learn to control our appetites and the desires of our flesh whether that be food, drink or any of the other pleasures that pertain to the body.  Hopefully we learn at an early age to be the master of our bodies instead of allowing its desires to rule us.

The second temptation Satan used was a spiritual attack.  I find that interesting.  One would expect the second temptation to be of the soul.  I believe I understand why Satan took this course though.  In the first temptation Jesus defeated Satan by answering with the Word.  In other words, Jesus’ spiritual life rose to the surface and overcame the enemy.  It is my belief that is why Satan immediately attacked Jesus’ spiritual life.  Jesus threw the Word at Satan so Satan challenged Jesus’ knowledge of the Word.  If you think that Satan doesn’t know the Bible you are mistaken.  He knows it well.  Furthermore, he knows that he is bound by it.  The test, then, is whether or not you know it.  Satan is bound by the Word that you know.  You cannot hinder him with Word that you don’t know.  So, the devil tried to use the Word to get Jesus to do something foolish.  I have heard stories of people who have tried to ford rivers because of language in the Bible.  What happened?  They were swept downstream and drowned.  God will save you if you are caught in a dangerous situation but He cannot overcome your will in anything including if you toss yourself from a height or into a raging river.  Jesus understood this and knew his Bible so he had an appropriate response for Satan again answering the challenge with the Word of God.

The third temptation fits into the heart of passion.  Our emotional passions move us, they drive us.  All of us have dreams and goals.  We work hard to bring them to pass.  Well, in the third temptation Satan offered Jesus a short cut.  How many people to you suppose this has happened to?  You’ve heard the expression about selling one’s soul to the devil.  Well, here it is.  You can have everything you want; you can have all of your dreams fulfilled if you will only worship me.  Of course, the devil is pretty crafty.  He doesn’t appear to you in a red suit with horns to make you this offer. That would be too easy and you would immediately turn from him.  No, he is much more subtle.  He tries to get you to compromise.  Maybe he can get you to lie or steal just a little.  Perhaps he can get you to shift your priorities a bit.  The next thing you know you are more worldly (his realm) than spiritual.  Without acknowledging it you have thrown your lot in with him rather than with God.

There is great news though!  None of these temptations have power over you.  You have the exact same weapon that Jesus used to defeat Satan in all three instances; the Word of God.  And from Jesus’ temptation and subsequent victory we learn that the Word will defeat Satan every time regardless of the area of attack.  Isn’t that good news?  You actually have greater weapons that Jesus had because you also have the victorious blood of Christ.  Hooray!  So no matter where Satan is trying to undermine you know that the Word of God can defeat him every time.  Refuse to fall for Satan’s lies and stand firmly in the Word of God.

1541. Monday, April 15, 2013

Proverb 3: 1 - 2

NIV

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity.

Some people labor under the misguided impression that God gives many rules and regulations and that they are for the purpose of ruling us.  Clearly from this proverb we see that yes, God does give us commandments.  That is as in good parent does.  But He does not do so in order to run our lives as though we were a collection of puppets.  Moreover, we have a free will that He Himself gave us.  We have the choice to follow His commands or not.  If this were not the case He would not begin this proverb importuning us to keep His commands.  He would just pull our strings and make us obey.  Human history as well as our own personal histories ought to be enough to prove that God does not control us.

The Almighty God leads us and gives us advice.  He attempts to guide us through life and direct us upon the most advantageous courses.  As we see from this proverb, if we will hearken to His voice, if we will follow His guidance all will be well with us.  He isn’t trying to boss you; He is trying to bless you.  That is evident in this verse.  If we will listen to His advice, tuck His teaching into our hearts then the result will be a long, prosperous life.  What part of that do you not want?  

Most of you are parents.  You can probably recall times when you tried to advise your child or you gave them rules to protect them.  You quite possibly remember times when events would have gone much better for your child if he or she would have followed your guidance.  Or maybe you even remember times when, as a child, you did not heed your parents’ advice and you learned to regret your choice.  We are old enough now that we should not have to relearn that lesson.  

Perhaps we can lean on our experiences with our parents and children to learn how to follow God.  He has made it easy for us.  He wrote it all down.  Then He commissioned teachers to teach and refresh that Word in you.  Have you ever wished that when you were 20 years old someone would have given you a book with all of the secrets and wisdom in it?  Have you ever wished you could have had the rules laid out for you instead of having to learn everything the hard way?  Well, here you are.  This time you have been given the book of wisdom.  All of the wisdom of the ages is right there in the Bible.  Secondly, you have God’s appointed and anointed servants.  Your ministers should be teaching you the Word.  If they are not then they are doing you a great disservice.  There is nothing that they know that eclipses what God knows.  Lastly, you have the gift of prayer through which you can communicate personally with God.  No longer do you have to go through a priest, rabbi or other cloaked servant.  Jesus restored you to a personal relationship with the Almighty through which He can quicken His Word in you and lead you daily.

So, celebrate today!  God has given you a roadmap to long life and prosperity.  Believe it!

1542. Tuesday, April 16, 2013

Proverb 3: 3 – 4
NIV
Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man.

We saw yesterday that God wants to lead you into paths that will yield a good life for you.  We discovered that the purpose of His commandments is to protect us and to advise so that we might have a good, long and prosperous life.  Today’s verse selection is that which immediately follows yesterday’s.

Proverbs is the penultimate book of wisdom.  If you want to know the secrets of life, begin here.  Here in this third proverb God is leading us into that rich blessed life.  Some of His first instruction to us is, “Let love and faithfulness be your calling cards.”  I paraphrased it a little but that is what I hear Him saying.  Walk constantly in love and faithfulness.  Let others see these characteristics in you and in operation in your life.  Tomorrow we will talk about love and attempt to define it.  Today let us look briefly at faithfulness.

My dictionary, the Webster’s New World Dictionary College Edition, defines faithful as: 1. keeping faith; maintaining allegiance to someone or something; constant; loyal. 2. Having or showing a strong sense of duty or responsibility; conscientious 3. accurate; reliable; exact 4. full of faith, especially a religious faith.  So faithfulness is quite a broad concept.  It first has to do with being faith full.  That is the first thing I hear.  We must be people who are full of faith.  Secondly, that faithfulness manifests itself in the demonstration of loyalty, steadfastness, reliability, dutifulness, conscientiousness, etc.  We are to be people who are stable in our ways and dedicated in our faith.  Our dedication and loyalty should extend to our families, our friends, our employers, our churches and to all with whom we have any kind of relationship.  Those who know us should think of us as people who are reliable; people who do what they say they will do.  We are constant, unwavering.  We are people of faith and that faith fills us with rock solid dependability.  It is no wonder that the fruit of these characteristics is favor with God and man and a good name.  Don’t you want to associate with people that you can count on?

Inevitably verses like these cause us to do a self-evaluation.  If we survey ourselves and are found wanting there is good news for us.  Jesus is the author of all that we wish to be but have not yet manifested.  He is faithfulness incarnate.  He is steadfast and sure and, moreover, he can create those characteristics in us.  I want you to walk in favor.  God wants you to experience supernatural favor everywhere you go.  That is why He has given you this advice that you walk in faithfulness and love.  Ask Jesus to build in you any characteristics or traits that you think you are missing so that you can live in that supernatural favor.  He will make you an unshakeable, full faith giant.

1543. Wednesday, April 17, 2013

1 John 4: 8

God is love.

1 Corinthians 13: 4 -7

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love is difficult to define.  Some would say, “Yes, but I know it when I see it.”  Maybe.  The starting point to understanding love and understanding God is to know that the two are inseparable.  God is love.  He is the reason that love exists in the earth.  Love is His make-up.  It is not the case that God exists and love exists separate and apart from Him.  It is not even that they are co-existent.  Even inseparable does not describe this relationship because that sounds like two things that are joined.  This is not the case.  God is love.  So wherever love exists, there is God.  He is love; without Him, love does not exist.

1 Corinthians 13 describes how love behaves.  If you come to really know this segment of scripture, I mean really, really know it, then you will know the character of God.  That will be a great revelation for you.  You will know God and how he behaves.  Because of this you will see His hand much more easily too.  

From the third proverb we learned that those who walk in love and faithfulness shall have favor with God and with man.  Well, foremost, if you are that intimate and familiar with love then of course you will have favor with God because you will be living in Him.  Secondly, anyone who demonstrates the characteristics of faithfulness and love is going to be attractive to people.  Favor will cover and surround you like a cloud.  People will want to be around you and complete strangers will do kind things for you.  Honestly, you will find all sorts of things working out for you when by all reason they should not.  Living in favor is a blessed existence.  You want favor and God wants it for you.  That is why He is teaching you how to have it all of the time.  Bind love and faithfulness around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.  Then you will have favor and a good reputation.

1544. Thursday, April 18, 2013

Matthew 6: 31 – 33

“Do not be anxious then, saying, ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘With what shall we clothe ourselves?’ 32 For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for you heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.”

Here is good news from Jesus himself regarding your needs being met.  These verses are usually used to point out the futility of spending your energy running after “things” because God knows that you need them and will provide them.  I want to focus on verse 32 though.

In the 32nd verse of Matthew 6 we read that the Gentiles eagerly seek that which they think they need.  In earlier verses Jesus talks about food too.  So, the Gentiles, he says, spend their time and energy pursuing worldly things; i.e. clothing, food, and drink.  And, of course, the Gentiles pursuits are not limited to those three items.  The point is that the whole of their energy is fixated on the pursuit of the things of this earth.  Their pursuits are worldly tangibles. 

These verses point out that there should be something different about us.  First of all, there is no reason for us to put our energy into chasing those things since Father already knows that we need them and He is our provider.  But even more importantly we are no longer Gentiles.  We have been raised to a higher platform and, therefore, our pursuits, our goals ought to be higher.  There ought to be a distinction between us and the Gentiles because of who our Father is.  Jesus tells us that we ought to be seeking God and His righteousness rather than worrying about the mundane hunt for bread and water, or whatever you perceive your needs being.  Jesus wants your eyes set on things more meaningful than just what to eat and what to wear.  He wants your heart and mind absorbed in the deeper things of life.

It just seems to me that there ought to be something different about us, something that distinguishes us and our lives from the Gentiles.  We were lost but now we are found and that ought to have transformative power over our lives.  Our pursuits should be higher than they were formerly.  Our lives ought to be different, to have been changed.  We shouldn’t be stuck in the same rut as those who have not been given the light.  Surely our eyes should be lifted up.  We should be in pursuit of the lofty things.  Jesus thinks we ought to be seeking God and the righteousness of God.  Moreover, he must think that there is something that we can attain in seeking God and His righteousness else why would he have us in such a search? So let us lift our heads from the daily grind and look out beyond the horizon.  Our God is calling to us.  Let us pursue Him with vigor.  Let us fulfill our calling.

1545. Friday, April 19, 2013

Matthew 7: 7

“Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.  for everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it shall be opened.”

Yesterday we saw in Matthew 6: 33 Jesus instructing us to seek the Kingdom and the righteousness of God.  I equated that with seeking God Himself and I do not think that a stretch at all.  Today we find Jesus assuring us that if we seek we will find; if we seek God, we will find Him.  So let’s put this in perspective.  Jesus was speaking to his followers and he told them.  “Look, don’t spend all of your time and energy running around after food, clothing, etc.  Instead, seek the face of God.  Seek His kingdom and His righteousness and I promise you this, if you seek Him, you will find Him.  He is going to make Himself available to you.”  

Jesus’ job in coming to the earth was to reconcile humanity to God.  Now then, as he taught his followers he encouraged them to take advantage of his mission.  Jesus knew that all along everything was about God having a family.  But God’s children betrayed Him and aligned themselves with His enemy.  That drove a wedge between humankind and God.  But Jesus knew God’s heart and that it was always about drawing His children back into His embrace.  So when Jesus tells you to seek God and that your seeking will be rewarded with finding Abba Father He has thousands of years of History and of being with God to back Him up.  Your finding God, you finding your way into a close personal relationship with the Father is what it is all about.  It is what it has always been about.  

This isn’t religion folks.  This isn’t about being a servant of a beatific deity.  God wants you to go to Him and call Him Father.  He is looking for children not slaves.  He is looking for love, not servitude.  Do we serve our God?  Sure we do but if you have it right your service is out of love not duty, obligation or enslavement.

You have a guarantee of finding God if you seek Him because that is what God wants most of all; for you to find Him.  He is not going to force Himself on you because that would infringe upon the freewill that He gave us and that He and we value so highly.  He is not going to beat your door down and move in with you but He did promise that if you knock, He will open the door.  If you ask, He will give.  

We have this assurance on the highest authority since Jesus spoke these words himself.  What’s more, Jesus told us that He spoke the things which He heard from His Father (John 8: 38).   To say, then, that we can ask and not receive, seek and not find, knock and have it not opened unto us is to call Jesus either ignorant, wrong or a liar.  I believe that Jesus knew what He was talking about and if you are a Christian you must believe that too.  Therefore, we hold Jesus’ words in the highest esteem.  I have heard people say, “Jesus said it so that settles it.”  We should all believe that way.  Whatever Jesus said is gospel.  So take this scripture to heart.  Combine it with yesterday’s and understand that the strong desire of God’s heart is to be reconciled with you in a familial relationship.  You can become closer to Him than to any person you have ever known, including your parents and He is right this moment awaiting you.  Knock.  He is standing with His hand on the door knob just waiting to open the door.  Seek Him.  He is waiting to be found.  And don’t be afraid to ask Him.  He is there for you.  He is Father.

1546. Monday, April 22, 2013

Psalm 34: 10

The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing.

Last week I wrote on Matthew 6: 33 which says, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.”  Now I would have you to know that I was preaching to myself.  I actually prayed that morning for the Lord to help me and to preach to me and although this may not sound like a minister of the gospel the truth is that I wasn’t looking for a verse to bless you with as much as I was looking for God to lift me.  That was the first time that has happened to me.  I had needs to be met.  Mine, though, were not food, money, clothes, etc.  Mine were ministry related.  I needed a refreshing.  For the first time in over 1500 Words of the Day I awoke that morning drained and didn’t want to have to minister.  I wanted to pull the covers over my head.  It is the first time I have not wanted to write the Word of the Day.  Sure, there have been times when it was inconvenient or difficult but never a time when I felt unwilling.  So I prayed to God for His help and He gave me Matthew 6: 33.  He told me to seek Him and everything else would fall into place.

I want you to know that God is faithful.  I obeyed.  I sought the face of God and He was right there waiting for me to find Him.  You should know that I didn’t even pray for hours and hours.  Although I am all for spending much time in prayer, the truth is that you do not have to do that everyday.  You just have to be faithful to do that which He has led you to do.   When I write to you about seeking God it is because I have experienced finding Him.  The reward is so wonderful and it is so easy.  Even now when I do have a bit of experience under my belt I was surprised how quickly God rushed in to meet my need.  In the course of just a few minutes He gave me four messages to preach.  They just keep overflowing.  It really is amazing.  My great need was ministerial content.  God rushed in to fill me to overflowing so that the gifts of the ministry have been flowing on to others ever since that simple prayer.  I have been renewed and have renewed my commitment to prayer because once again I have seen the glory of God for those who will pray.  Let me, O God, be a person of prayer.

Now I can say with confidence as Psalm 34 teaches that I shall be in want of no good thing.  My God fills me up with good things.  I wish that I had space to tell you all of the blessings that have flowed into my life since last Thursday when I humbled myself before the Lord and sought His face.  Every facet of my life has received a blessing including growth in my business which was through no effort on my part at all.  When I turned my heart to seeking God first and foremost, He worked in my life bringing about blessing that no amount of my labor or wisdom could have wrought.  Glory to God!!  If you want to know the secret of life and success this is it.  Seek God’s face.  Seek His presence.  Just spend a little more time in your Bible, a bit more time in prayer.  Do whatever He leads you to do.  Believe me; you might be very surprised at just how little time God asks of you.  He gives way more than we deserve but you’ve got to put your heart and mind on Him.  Then, while you are busy contemplating God, He is free to work in your life.

Take this advice from a friend.  Seek the Lord.  He wants to be found and it will be the greatest blessing of your life.  Amen.

1547. Wednesday, April 24, 2013

Matthew 7: 12

Therefore, however you want people to treat you, so treat them, for this is the Law and the prophets.

This verse is commonly known as the “Golden Rule.”  It is an old favorite which most of us heard and were taught as children.  Sometimes, though, I think adults forget two important aspects of this verse; first that it was Jesus that spoke these words and second that He was teaching adults, not children.  What was a good lesson for children is equally applicable, more so even, to adults.

Jesus said that this “Golden Rule” is the Law and the prophets.  By this he meant that this doctrine or command sums up all of the prophetic writings and utterances of God.  When you hear that phrase, Law and Prophets, it refers to the law which was handed down by God to and conveyed by Moses.  That is the first five books of the Bible.  “The Prophets” represents the remainder of the Old Testament.  God communicated with His people through His prophets.  And those messages were recorded for posterity.

So, this means that Jesus summed up the whole of Biblical History and God’s teachings in this one decree.  That is powerful.  This happened early in Jesus’ ministry.  It is actually part of his sermon on the mount.  Towards the end of his ministry he gave a single command; one command that was meant to cover all.  It is found in John 13: 34 and reads, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”  So the question is, “How did Jesus love us.”  He loved us sacrificially, unselfishly, devotedly, selflessly.  He put our needs, our wants above his needs, desire and even his life.  This commandment mirrors the Golden Rule.  They are cut out of the same cloth but then they both issued out of the heart of God.  Remember, God doesn’t change.  He is still trying to teach us those things which he spoke to the Israelites.  And this Golden Rule and the One Commandment are the heart of God and the core of a Christian life well lived.

So, let us examine ourselves.  Would others consider you selfless or selfish?  Is your energy spent protecting and pursuing your wants?  When situations present themselves do you first think about the group, other people generally or does your mind immediately gravitate to what you want out of the situation?  

If we are ever going to graduate from Christian kindergarten and get to put on our big boy pants then we are going to have to tackle this crucial, core issue.  If your eyes are continually on yourself, you are sinning.  Well, what would you call it?  When Jesus tells us to do something and we do not then isn’t that the very essence of sin?  Additionally, if your eyes are constantly on yourself, then they are not on Jesus.  As we grow, we should no longer be central to our lives.  We are supposed to die to ourselves and live to Christ and when we are living to Christ we naturally focus our attention on others.  We are becoming like him. 

Ask yourself if you are treating the people around you as you would like to be treated.  How would you feel about a friend, co-worker, or family member that treated you the way that you treat them?  Would you become angry with them?  Do you really believe that you are treating them as Jesus would?

I know this is hard and a hard lesson.  Believe me, I had to receive it before I could send it to you but God needs His people to grow up.  He has great things for us to do but He cannot even speak to us about those things until we master the essentials.  It is like sports.  You’ve got to master the fundamentals first.  This is a fundamental element of the Christian life.  It is one of the foundation stones upon which God builds.  He cannot build the super-structure until the foundation is laid.  So press in with God and tell Him that you really want to develop this selfless trait and then allow Him to help you become the person He designed you to be for you are a glorious creation.  If you only knew….

1548. Thursday, April 25, 2013

Matthew 8: 10

J. B. Phillips Translation
When Jesus heard this, he was astonished.

Curious!  What could have been said that would have astonished Jesus?  And who said it?

We find the record of the Roman Centurion in the eighth chapter of Matthew beginning in verse 5.  The Bible says that the Centurion entreated Jesus to heal his servant boy.  Entreat is a strong word.  It is akin to beg or plead.  Jesus immediately assented saying that he would go to the Centurion’s home to heal the boy.  “But the Centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed” (v. 8).

These are the words that so astonished and amazed Jesus that he responded, “Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.”  Here is a Roman soldier, a part of the occupying force, speaking the greatest words of faith that Jesus had heard.  You would honestly think that “such great faith” would be found first of all in a Jew and secondly in a priest or church leader.  But then again, we have read about the Pharisees and priests and they were neither a friend of Jesus nor men of faith.  Which makes me think that little has changed.  I was just this week speaking with a friend about how today’s theologians are not people of faith.  It took this Roman heathen to show everyone from then to now what faith looks like. 

So what was it that the Centurion said that so blessed Jesus?  The key words are “just say the word.”  The Centurion went on to say that he recognized one with authority for he too wielded authority within his realm.  So he said to Jesus in effect, I know that if you will just speak forth the word of healing that my servant boy will be healed.  The Centurion understood that the power and the authority were released through the spoken word.  Oh, that we would learn this lesson and emulate this soldier of faith.

By the spoken word God created the heavens, the earth and everything in them.  You and I were once words.  God spoke and humankind was born.  Of all the lessons we must learn as we advance this is clearly one of the most important.  We absolutely must bridle our tongues.  After we have learned to discipline our mouths we must go on to speaking in faith, faith talk if you will.  Jesus said you could move a mountain with words (Mark 11: 23).  The Centurion’s experience was that when he spoke things happened and he recognized this power and authority in Jesus.  He knew that all Jesus had to do was to speak and the situation would be changed.  This understanding is what Jesus called the greatest faith.

It is about our words gang.  What are you calling into existence with your words; health or sickness, wealth or poverty; blessing or the curse, wisdom or confusion.  You can have whichever you want.  Your mouth is going to choose for you.  So my advice is for you to start talking to your body and telling it to be healed instead of constantly talking about sickness.  Speak to your wallet or bank account and tell it to be blessed, fruitful and to multiply in the name of Jesus and stop meditating on and talking about the bad economy.  Your personal economy can be turned around if you turn around your words.

If you want to have the kind of faith that astonishes Jesus then recognize the authority and power in your words and begin to use them to create instead of to destroy.

1549. Friday, April 26, 2013

Matthew 12: 7

But if you had known what this means, “I desire compassion, and not a sacrifice,” you would not have condemned the innocent.

Joyce Meyer says it this way, “God has not called us to be Holy Ghost Jr.”  What she means by that is that we have not been called to judge and condemn others.  Jesus said it this way, “Do not judge lest you be judged” Matt 7: 1.   I want to say do not miss the first part of Jesus’ statement.  We have not been given the job of deciding who is just, who is holy, who is right and who is wrong.  Our job is only to love.

I think people miss the significance of today’s verse because of the last phrase.  They think, “Well, I have not condemned the innocent.  What they, he, she were/was doing was wrong.  It is in the Bible that it is wrong.”  What Jesus is trying to teach here is not about what he demands of “them” but rather what he demands of us.  He wants us to focus on compassion.  

Many times we find it easy to sacrifice for the Lord.  We do our good works, go to church even when it is not convenient, and we make all sorts of religious sacrifices to our Lord.  And perhaps even our motive is good.  However, Jesus is attempting to get across that all of that religious sacrifice is not he is looking for from us.  With Jesus and with God it is always about the heart condition.  Remember that Jesus gave us one commandment and that is to love.  That is the whole of your job upon the earth.  Simple, right?  Simple, yes; easy, no.  But that is the One Commandment.  Those are your marching orders, period, end of discussion.

Now you would think we would have grasped this by now.  Human nature, though, is judgmental.  That is one way you can determine whether you are acting in your flesh or in the Spirit of God.  If you are judging others, saying what “they” should do or not do, then you are acting in your flesh.  Do you know that even Jesus did not judge people?  Well, there is one exception.  He was very critical of the people who judge others.  Remember the story about the woman who was caught in the act of adultery (where was the man?)?  Jesus did not condemn her.  Instead he took exception with the people who judged her guilty.  If you want to get Jesus really perturbed with you, then you are on the right track when you make determinations about other people’s lives.  We have enough just worrying about our own lives and getting them right.

The other point about today’s verse that I think Jesus was trying to convey is that people have unintentionally condemned the innocent when they judged others.  We are not qualified to judge others.  We do not know what is in their heart.  We cannot look at situations the way God sees them.  I know that sometimes we think we have a clear mandate from the Bible about what is right or wrong and that we can judge others based on that perception.  Well, understand that societal influence is at work on us and societal norms persuade our thinking.  Frankly, what was wrong years ago is not necessarily considered wrong today.  For example, the separation of the races was thought to be Biblical.  The subjugation of women was considered a divine doctrine.  I am not sure that we have overcome this last one yet but we are growing in the full knowledge of God’s love and with that growth is the understanding that God loves all people.  God does not love whites more than He does blacks.  He does not love men more than He does women.  He doesn’t even love the saved more than He does the sinner.  So let us all get off of our high horses for those mounts were never meant for us.  We are the people of the trenches.  We are the hands of God which deliver the love of God down where people live.  We are not to be above them looking down but rather at the same level lifting them up.

What God requires from us is compassion, a heart of love.  We are to be the merchants of empathy, concern, kindness, and consideration.  This is our high calling in Christ Jesus.
1550. Monday, April 29, 2013

Matthew 6: 1, 6

Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with you Father who is in heaven.

But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, and when you have shut your door, pray it your Father who is in secret, and you Father who sees in secret will reward you. (Emphasis added)

I was reading this passage last week when the word “reward” jumped out at me.  I have read Matthew 6 many, many times but God is brilliant in making things new.  He continues to mine deeper and deeper into the verses so that even a very familiar verse can hold new revelation for you.  So, that is how it was last week.  God showed me that there are rewards for praying.  Who knew?

It is enough that He will answer our prayers but God always goes above and beyond.  It is just His nature.  So there are lots of incentives to pray.  First, we are directed to pray, secondly God answers prayer and now we find that He will also reward us just for praying.  

I really believe this is true too because I receive blessings sometimes that seem to fall out of the sky.  And I have also noticed that the more I pray, the more blessed my life seems to be.  Everything seems to work out much more smoothly for me.  This has really changed my life and my prayer life because the converse is true too.  When I have not spent enough time in prayer, my life becomes like running uphill through sludge.  Everything becomes burdensome and people get on my nerves and also I find that I am not as temperate and kind as I should be.  This difference in my life, what has become an obvious difference in the ease of my life, has become a great motivator for me to pray.

I think you will find that if you develop a habit of prayer you will be rewarded too.  God will enrich your life.  Afterall, that is one of the main effects of prayer, an enriched life.  I want to strongly encourage you to prayer today because I know how much it will bless you.  Don’t do it because you are often told to or because you think you should.  Do it because of how abundantly your life will be rewarded.  Do it because in your heart you suspect, even if you don’t believe, that your life will be better because of the time spent in prayer.  You are going to find that even if you do not spend one minute praying about your life or your needs your life is going to be blessed.  Take my word on this if you must.  You are really going to be glad when you become serious about a determined and dedicated prayer life.  I promise!

1551. Tuesday, April 30, 2013

John 14: 15, 23

If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.  If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and we will come to him, and make Our abode with him.

So here we are at the essence of Christian theology.  Jesus brought about reconciliation between God and humanity so that God could once again abide with humankind.  This reconciled relationship is driven by love.  God so loved us that He sent His only child so that we should not perish but rather have life eternal (John 3:16).  And now, because He first loved us, we respond in like manner to Him.  How do we know that we love Him?  If we follow His commands we evidence that we love Him.  “What commands are we to follow,” you ask.  Jesus responds that we are to keep “His Word.”  

The Bible is the authoritative Christian text.  In a conversation with a dear friend of mine recently she told me about a conference she attended and particularly about one speaker.  The purpose or at least tone of this scholar’s message was to undermine the validity and veracity of the Bible.  I have found this same “philosophy” in other scholars.  These are not what I would call people of faith.  Rather these are people whose focus has been on human thought and reasoning.  Their energy has not been spent seeking their God but rather pursuing knowledge from the world.  Now, please do not misunderstand me.  I absolutely love scholarly pursuit.  I revel in it actually but one thing I have learned in my journey is that I must not elevate my reasoning, intelligence or intellectual search over “The Truth.”  True wisdom comes when we use the reasoning power and intelligence God gave us to seek Him.  Jesus is the truth (John 14: 6).  Therefore, if we want actual truth, not a version of our own making, we must seek the Lord.  He will lead us into all truth.

There is a strong impulse and many reasons for man to undermine the Bible.  For one thing, people can be lazy.  They do not want to actually read and study so they just sit in their easy chair and make up their own personal philosophy.  Secondly, ego plays a big part in this.  People do not want to bow their knee to God.  I know that sounds crazy to some of you but believe me, this is a big problem even in the church.  People want to serve themselves.  They don’t want anyone telling them what is right or wrong.  They want to determine that for themselves.  Self-determination is such a circular farce though.  Right and wrong is whatever you make it today and tomorrow it can change.  Every person determines for themselves what the right courses of action are.  This would lead to chaos.  These people raise their own reasoning and intelligence above that of God.  That obviously is ridiculous but it is also true and these same people call themselves Christians.  Are they really?  I don’t think so because they are making themselves their own God instead of yielding to the one true God.

Ultimately, people do not want to do what God has said.  They don’t want to follow God so they attempt to discredit the Bible or even just parts of it.  My response is, who is to say which parts of it we are to follow and which parts we can discard?  And which of these people are really smart enough for the task of determining ultimate truth.  I have not met anyone that I would choose to follow instead of Jesus.  Frankly, they appear rather immature and stupid to me.  

People chaff against the bit because they are too stupid and too lazy to find out what the heart of God really is.  If they ever really spent time with the Word rather than always bucking it they would find that all of the answers are really there.  This speaker that I referred to earlier had several people get up and leave his lecture.  I applaud those people.  They know that their hearts and minds are precious and will not allow someone to plant poison seeds there.

If you are really interested in the truth you should understand that Jesus is the truth.  Jesus is also the Word (John 1:1, 14).  You cannot have one without the other.  You will never know Jesus, God, truth or wisdom until you put your ego out of the way and accept the Word of God and allow it, along with the Holy Spirit, to lead you.  You will never know true success and love until you recognize your puny intellect as just that.  I have met some really intelligent people in my life, people who have dwarfed me in their intellect but I have never met anyone with the genius of the Holy Trinity.  And I will say that I have been blessed with a couple of IQ points myself and will confess to you that I love intellectual reasoning and debate.  I could easily and happily spend my life in academia.  But guys, I have also touched the heart and mind of God and believe me, God can show you things that are so beyond your human mind that they are almost impossible to express.  I have come too far to ever be over impressed by a person’s intellectual prowess.  I am sorry guys but you just aren’t that smart.  Ok, compared to me you may be a giant but compared to God you don’t even make it on the scale.  It isn’t that I don’t love you or that I don’t celebrate the human creation including people’s ability to reason.  It is just that I know how limited it is in the great scheme of things and how you are cheating yourself by worshipping yourself instead of God.  If you really understood, if your intellect had really brought you to the point of truth and wisdom you would know that your intellect was given to you so that you could seek and find God.  Animals lack this ability but you were made special.  You were made to live in the heart of God and for Him to make His abode with you.  

The beginning of wisdom is the fear (reverence) of the Lord (Proverb 9: 10).  So if a person does not revere (admire, respect, worship, venerate) the Lord, then they haven’t even reached the beginning of wisdom.  Don’t listen to those people.  Their words are graves.  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all those who do His commandments; His praise endures forever” (Psalm 111: 10).  

Look, I write these daily devotionals because, like Jesus, I want you to have an abundant, good life.  I spend the time writing and reading because I want you to have everything that Jesus came to give you.  I am, therefore, not telling you to follow the Word because I want your life to be bad.  No, I want it to be full and I know from personal experience that this is the “way” to true enlightenment and happiness and that this path will lead you to enjoying that happiness forever.  If you follow your own version of Christianity, if it is not anchored in something authoritative then I know that you are going to be a reed blowing in the wind.  If the Bible is not the authoritative Word of God, then what is?  I want you to know that most of the people I have encountered whether personally or through their scholarship that think they have a better truth or way than the Bible are not people that have evidenced much time spent in prayer or in seeking God.  They have another agenda I suppose and I would not have you follow them because I do not want you to get lost.  You are the most precious thing in this entire world to God so don’t follow a false prophet.  Follow Jesus.  Believe me, he is found in the Word.

1552. Wednesday, May 1, 2013

Revelation 22:13
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

Isaiah 44:6
“Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: ‘I am the first and I am the last, and there is no God besides Me.

One thing I very much enjoy in Bible study is finding those things which are common to both the Old and the New Testament.  Hebrews 13: 8 says that Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever.  So doesn’t that necessarily mean two things: 1) that Jesus existed yesterday, exists today and will exist forever, 2) that his purpose, intentions and words should be the same yesterday as today and tomorrow the same as today?  Sure it does and that is a very important concept for us because if we find a promise in the Old Testament then we know without doubt that it is applicable to each of us today.

The passage taken today from the book of Revelation is pretty well known even if we didn’t know exactly where to find it.  But did you know that Jesus said the same thing in the book of Isaiah?  John 1: 2 says that Jesus was in the beginning with God.  Jesus always was and always will be.  He hasn’t changed and he hasn’t changed his mind.  Remember that John 1: 1 teaches us that Jesus is the Word so the word is unchanging because the Word is Jesus and Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever.  Think of this also, since Jesus was in the beginning, is the Word and is unchanging then He said everything in the Old Testament.  He was present in the book of Isaiah every bit as much as in the book of Matthew.  That should encourage you.  Those wonderful promises in Deuteronomy and the Psalms are alive in the person of Jesus our Christ.

So, don’t neglect those Old Testament books.  Jesus is present in them and speaking to you.  There is a reason why all of those books are in the Christian Bible.  They are not just wisdom stored up for the Jews.  They have been made available to us as well.  Enjoy them!

1553. Thursday, May 2, 2013

Matthew 11: 4 -6

And Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see: the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.  And blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me.”

While John the Baptist was imprisoned he sent his disciples to Jesus to ask if Jesus was the long awaited one or if they were to continue to look for the Messiah.  Today’s passage is Jesus’ response to that inquiry.  He basically said, “Go and tell John what you see; that people’s needs are being met.”  That is the evidence of the Messiah, the Christ, our savior.  He saves us from death, sin and the curse.  He also, however, saves people from the consequences of the curse while they are here on earth.  Jesus knew that when John realized that every need was being met that he would conclude that Jesus was the Messiah.

There is a curiosity in Jesus’ response though.  He said the blind receive their sight.  Ok, that is what we would expect; the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, and the dead live.  All of these are the anticipated remedies for the expressed lack.  However, Jesus also speaks about the poor.  He does not say, the poor are fed, receive money, are provided for or any of the other solutions that we might expect.  Jesus’ remedy for the poor or needy is to have “the gospel preached to them.”  Now isn’t that interesting?

If you look in Luke 4: 18 at the inception of Jesus’ ministry you will find the same message.  Jesus was in the synagogue and the book of Isaiah was handed to him.  These then are the first words we have of Jesus’ public ministry, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.”  Interesting!

It would seem, then, that the remedy for being poor is to receive the gospel.  The gospel is afterall the good news.  Jesus is the answer to every problem we have.  He is the good news and in him is a solution to every problem we face.  Would you think that God would, through Jesus, provide for every need except for our finances?  That doesn’t really seem reasonable to me.  God knows we live in an economic world and have financial needs.  He has, therefore, provided for us.  He is your financial planner and He has provided a financial plan for you.  It is in the Bible but He will also tailor it to your specific needs at specific times through your time of fellowship with Him.  So, don’t feel that you are on your own in this economy.  God has a plan for your well-being which eclipses anything and everything that is happening in the world.
1554. Friday, May 3, 2013

Matthew 12: 36 – 37

And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of judgment.  For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned.

Here we are again talking about the impact of our mouths.  This is a quite dynamic statement and made all the more so because it was spoken by Jesus.  If anyone should know how our words, or anything for that matter, affect our lives it is Jesus.

I have heard many, many preachers teach on the power of the tongue but this teacher, Jesus, gets right to the crux of the matter.  You either will be justified or condemned by the words of your mouth.  I do not think Jesus meant this as a threat or was using it as a scare tactic.  I think he is just very matter of fact in teaching how important our words actually are.  In verse 34 he tells us that the words we speak reflect the content of our hearts.  We know that God judges people according to the intent of their heart.  This, then, would lead us to pay attention to the words we speak and recognize the heart condition from which they issue.  Then we give our hearts to the Lord for Him to repair and heal.  We are transformed by the renewing of our minds (Romans 12: 2) and the best way to renew your mind is to put something holy into it.  People describe this process as transforming our thinking through the washing by the Word.  

It you listen critically to your words and the tone with which you express them, you may begin to see what others see in you.  Then be honest with yourself and determine if you are portraying the characteristics that you wish.  I haven’t found one of us who is yet perfect so do not be condemned.  Just take the opportunity to grow and to learn.  That is what God is looking for.  He wants you to have a heart for change and humility.  He wants to touch your heart.

Whatever is coming out of your mouth is a clear indication of what is in your heart.  Is your discourse one of faith or doubt?  Do you speak the problem or the solution?  How often does Jesus enter your conversation?  Your language, your speech more precisely, is an exact tape measure of your spiritual growth so use it to your advantage.  And you are never alone.  There is probably something in there that you are not going to like but Jesus is Lord and he will help you overcome every obstacle, even the obstacle of your mouth.

1555. Monday, May 6, 2013

Proverb 27: 13 – 14

I would have despaired unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.  Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; yes, wait for the Lord.

This is a psalm of David.  Surely he would have despaired if he did not have confidence in the Lord.  While in the court of King Saul, more than once the king hurled a spear at him.  Forced to flee time and time again he was constantly on the run, in fear of his life and hunted by Saul’s men.  His condition was desperate.  As a young shepherd boy though, David learned how to trust the Lord.  Trust is the theme of this passage.  When we develop trust in God as did young David, then we too will see God’s hand move in all of our situations and troubles.  We must have faith, trust and patience.  

David understood well that his salvation was not only for the end times.  He experienced God’s salvation time and time again.  Salvation, after all, means to be saved and saved David was.  He was saved from the bear and the lion while he tended his father’s sheep, he was saved from the threat of Goliath and the whole of the Philistine army, and he was saved from the ruthless persecution of King Saul.  This man, David, who purposes to teach us about trusting God and the deliverance which ensues there from, is well qualified to speak on this topic.  He experienced rescue by the hand of God repeatedly so he is able to testify that God is present and alive to help us in our times of need here on the earth while we yet live here.  This is the first premise we must accept, that God is able and willing to help us in our situations in this life.  In other words, salvation is not solely an end times concept.

Secondly, David teaches us that belief in God’s power to rescue has everything to do with our sought after relief.  David wrote, “I would have despaired unless I had believed….”  In this phrase we see David’s faith and trust actively deployed.  He held his trust in God up to the problems and chose to believe in the saving power of God rather than the debilitating power of the problems.   Now, I would not say to you that this is easy.  For example we read that no one else volunteered to go out to face Goliath.  No one else mustered up the faith to stand on God’s Word in the face of a gigantic threat.

However, because David has gone before us, we can now model his behavior and we know that if we will stand and believe as did he, then we will enjoy the same results that he did.  We can now learn from his example what it means to trust God and what trust looks like in practice.

Lastly, hear David’s impassioned plea for you to stand strong, let your heart have courage and wait for the Lord.  “Yes, wait for the Lord,” he says.  In other words, don’t cave in; don’t crumble when the situation looks bleak.  David knew well how your faith and patience would be tested so he importunes us all to stand in those dark hours and through our faith in God’s faithfulness and power receive our salvation.  Even when you are weary; when the battle seems lost; stand.  Believe in the awesome power of our God and you will see His glory riding to your rescue.  He is a mighty God and He is constant and present for you.  He longs to deliver you.  Hold on to your faith and trust even when it feels like all of the power of hell is bearing down upon you.  You will see the salvation of God through the beloved countenance of His dear son.

1556. Tuesday, May 7, 2013

Matthew 11: 28

Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.

Have you ever been weary?  Weary is beyond tired, isn’t it?  Perhaps weariness is when you are tired in your soul.  That internal fatigue is generally transmitted to one’s body as well.  It is a feeling of intense exhaustion.  There are few adults who have not experienced this bone-tired fatigue of the body and mind.  Perhaps you are experiencing it right now.  Well I have great news for you today.  Jesus can (and will) take all of that burden from you and all of that fatigue and exchange them for peaceful rest.  How does that sound?

Jesus says, “Come to Me and I will give you rest.”  So, the question we must answer is how we go to him.  What did he mean when he said, “Come to Me?”  I can answer from my experience what this means for me.  It usually means increased time in prayer.  I typically need that quiet, intimate time with Jesus in order to change overwhelming circumstances and weariness.  Often I find that weariness comes from a sustained battle.  You keep fighting and standing but then you find yourself just exhausted on the inside.  As your strength ebbs, so does your resolve.  In those times I need more private time with the Lord.  He will go fight my battle for me while I spend time in the sanctuary of His fellowship.

My response in times of need is more typically to pick up my Bible.  It is, after all, the Sword of the Spirit and I am a fighter.  But I have “missed it” more times than I care to admit with that knee jerk reaction.  I mean it is a good reaction in that at the least I am looking to God’s Word but I failed to use my discernment and understanding to realize that Jesus is calling us to Himself.  He isn’t calling us to battle.  He is calling us into an intimate time of fellowship.  It is there that we find rest and restoration.  In His presence is refreshment and rejuvenation.  I have experienced times when I was so weary that I just wanted to go lay my body down and rest but then in a moment Jesus energized me and I found myself working fervently with great energy.  Within the span of ten minutes I have gone from utter exhaustion to enthusiastic vigor.

He can fill you with renewed strength too.  He will take the burden from your shoulders and pour his peace into you.  Don’t try to hang onto that burden.  Just let it go and receive the relaxation in your soul that comes with Jesus.  Take some deep breaths.  Breathe in more of Jesus with every inhalation and exhale worry, stress and fatigue with every exhalation.  Let go with your mind and let go with your body.  Let Jesus be Lord over your worries.  When He is truly the Lord of your life, then he is Lord over every aspect of it.  That makes him responsible for managing all those cares that weigh you down.  He is more than up to the task.  I hope you will open yourself for that refreshing today.  It is like a light spring rain washing and refreshing your soul.  You will breathe easier immediately.  Your physiology and your psychology will both reflect the peace of Christ working within you.  Let him have your heavy burden today and receive in its place his peace.

1557. Wednesday, May 8, 2013

Luke 8: 38

Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.

If you want to know the secret to receiving it is in giving.  Many of you are very good givers and therefore, have discovered this for yourself.  When ministers begin to speak about giving, though, there are a number of people who tune out.  They think that the minister is just trying to reach into their pocket and pull out some money.  There are two points I would like to make in that regard.  First of all, we should notice that the words above are in red.  Jesus preached this message.  He is the reason we are all Christians so our doctrine necessarily depends on him and on his teachings.  Secondly, we often think only in terms of money but giving is a much more profound spiritual concept than that and I would like to use a couple of examples to illustrate this point.

I have been the beneficiary of many kind blessings and I have noticed that there are many things that people give to me that I value very highly.  Many of you send me a message when a Word of the Day particularly blesses you.  While you and I both know that our heavenly Father provides the wisdom and inspiration for the devotional still you take the time to write to me your stories.  They are very uplifting and encouraging to me and I recognize the precious gift and support you give to me when you write.  You give of yourself and your time and that in turn edifies me, building my strength for the continued journey.  By your comments, I, in turn, am reinvigorated and filled making it easier for me to give to you.

Another example came to me last year.  Many of you know that I took some courses through Jerry Savelle Ministries.  At the graduation ceremony each graduate was given a large bag full of gifts.  Jerry Savelle Ministries gave us a Parallel Bible, a copy of Jerry Savelle’s latest book, a journal and other gifts.  As I look up from my computer I see these books on my shelf.  Earlier this week I was again touched by the ministry’s generosity and I thought, “No wonder Jerry Savelle is so blessed and has such favor.”  He sows seeds of kindness and generosity into other people. 

Then recently I travelled back to my home town to have a little time with my family.  I asked my brother and sister-in-law if my nephew could spend the weekend with me at my mother’s house.  Well it turned out that they had not seen much of him in the preceding week because he had been with his mother.  Instantly their self-interest came into conflict with my request.  They also had to consider my nephew’s feelings and wishes.  What is best for the child?  

I have preached many times about selfishness v. selflessness and the Bible is very, very clear on which path we are to choose.  How many times, though, do we actually see the truth with clarity when engulfed in a situation?  To my way of thinking this is where your Christianity finds expression.  It isn’t in church but rather out in the world where we manifest our discipleship of Christ.  Before we were saved, before we were transformed by the renewing of our minds through the Word we would simply respond selfishly without a moment’s consideration.  Fleshly, carnal people are driven by their own wants and needs.  They are always protecting what they perceive as theirs and trying to grab more.  But this is not what Christ taught us.  He said that we are to love one another as he himself loved us and he loved us sacrificially.  We, then, are supposed to give.  We are supposed to meet other people’s needs.  We are supposed to think of what is best for them and respond accordingly even if it costs us something.  At least for most of us our lives are not at stake as was the case with Jesus.
Well, the end of the story is that my brother and sister-in-law sent my nephew home with me instead of serving their own interest.  They let their love for God and His son speak more loudly than their personal wishes.  By this God is glorified.  They gave something precious and very valuable (there is little more priceless in heaven or earth).  And Jesus promises that they shall reap because they first gave.  God will see to it that they receive running-over blessings because of their gift.

So, don’t limit your thinking to money alone.  There are many other ways everyday that you can bless others.  And if it hurts a little, rejoice because your reward is going to be just that much greater.  I don’t say give so that you will receive.  I say give because Jesus said to.  That should be enough for any of us.  But, understand that our God is a good God and He is generous beyond measure.  It is His good pleasure to bless His children.  He just loves to do it.  So make it a point to bless someone today.  Give something valuable.  Get that seed in the ground and let God enjoy Himself.  He wants to be good to you.  Let Him!
1558. Thursday, May 9, 2013

Exodus 23: 20

Behold, I am going to send an angel before you to guard you along the way, and to bring you into the place which I have prepared.

God never intended for you to make the journey alone.  It was always His plan to guide you to your perfect place.  When we follow Him we are led along the safe paths and we arrive at our destination without getting lost.  He is a mighty guard around us who keeps all the danger at bay.  Who can thwart the plan of God or defeat Him in battle?  

God is better than a compass or GPS for helping us find our way.  He has a perfect and unparalleled view.  He reveals the perfect way and leads you in the best paths.  Psalm 25: 10 says that all of His paths are lovingkindness and truth.  Our only challenge is in learning how to follow Him.

I have found this is a lesson I have had to learn over and over.  Each time I begin a new quest I have to come to that point where I give the leadership over to Him.  I often start out in my own might, really not intending to but just accustomed to the operation of my flesh.  Eventually, though, we all must yield to the Lord if we want to discover the way to the perfect place which He has already prepared for us.  

There is so little we must do in our own strength.  You cannot even say that you must pray in your own power because after Jesus left the earth he sent the Holy Spirit to pray with us, for us and through us so that we can pray as we ought.  Our greatest struggle, it seems to me, is letting God be God.  I know that I get in His way and try to be Lord of my own life but I can say honestly that it never works out for my benefit.  Yielding to God’s leading isn’t always easy and that is where I think I often must exert the most effort.  The carnal person doesn’t die easily and is all too easy to resurrect.  But a life lived under the direction of the Lord our God truly is a blessed life.  I marvel at how difficult things can be for me when I operate in my own strength and understanding and how easy He makes them when I follow His leading.

So, my entreaty for today is for you to let God lead you.  He has prepared that perfect place for you and He will guide you there safely.  You will even enjoy the journey.  
1559. Friday, May 10, 2013

Exodus 23: 25

But you shall serve the Lord your God, and He will bless your bread and your water; and I will remove sickness from your midst.

This is a simple promise of God, easily understood I believe, but let us look at it in the context of our lives.  God made this pledge to the Hebrew children as they fled the captivity of Egypt.  At least three months had passed since leaving Egypt.  This is in the same time span that Moses met God on Mount Sinai and came down w/ the law and commandments.  Although the people had not been long out of Egypt and they had seen the hand of God in deliverance, still they grumbled against God and Moses.  In other words, this group of people was not known for their great faith in and devotion to God and yet God makes tremendous pledges to them.  They certainly didn’t deserve it; He is just a God of much grace.

Now contrast our position in God with that of the Hebrews.  Through no acts of our own, except our faith in Jesus, we have become the righteousness of God.  The Hebrews couldn’t even go on Mount Sinai without being destroyed much less go up to God’s presence in the cloud and now we can stand in the mighty presence of the Lord.  God regards us as clean and holy because the blood of the perfect lamb covers us.  So, if God was willing to bless the bread and water of the disobedient, unfaithful, grumbling Hebrews and remove sickness from their midst, how much more is he willing to bless us?  

I believe that the Jews are a special people, a chosen people but the ones to whom God made this great promise were not saved and washed clean through the sanctifying blood of Jesus.  He is the great victor; he has won for us that which we could have never attained in our own strength.  Now, because of his victory over sin, death and the grave, because of his titanic defeat of Satan you can stand before the throne of God in your white robe perfect in the sight of God.  He doesn’t see your sin, your weakness or any of the things you count.  He sees a child who is clean and holy in the image of His dear son.  Why wouldn’t He do for you at least that which He was willing to do for the Jews?  You are His prized one, His beloved.

What does it mean to you that your bread and water are blessed?  Do you hear health in that statement alone?  How about financial blessing?  Your bread bowl being blessed was a way to express financial solvency.  Clearly the last phrase is a promise about your physical health.  God knew there was sickness and decay in the land.  He knew the impact that living in this world had on the human body once the curse entered into the land so He made provision for us.

Rejoice in your kinship with Jesus and serve the Lord with all your strength.  No longer do you have to serve Him in order to earn His great favor but how much more should we who stand in the dispensation of Jesus long to worship our God for the free gifts He bestows upon us and to serve Him out of grateful adoration.

Today I wish to encourage you to receive the blessings that God has spoken over you.  Receive healing and wellness, receive financial surplus, receive strength and vigor in your body.  Renew your mind to the miracle of who you are in Jesus and stand before God bathed in that glory.
1560. Monday, May 13, 2013

Psalm 31: 9

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; my eye is wasted away from grief, my soul and my body also.

Can you relate to David’s prayer from this the 31st Psalm?  Everyone has been distressed at one time or another and we must all deal with grief.  If not for the graciousness of the Lord distress and grief could tear at the fabric of our souls.  And for those who do not have a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and through him our beloved Father I feel sorry.  I do not know how they deal with the challenges of life.  But for those of us who are children of the Most High there is comfort.  Jesus is our peace and he pours himself out, has already poured himself out so that we always have help in a time of need.

David well knew that when he prayed God would not only hear his prayer but would come quickly to his rescue.  We, likewise, can know that God will be gracious with us.  He will meet us at the point of our need.  He will soothe those wounds and restore our strength.  He is our shoulder to cry on and our strong fortress.  Sometimes you just need to run into that fortress and let Him be your hiding place for a little while.  He is that and more because in His presence is not only the safety that you need but also the restoration and healing.  He pours out His nurturing affection but at the same time He rebuilds your strength.  When you take your refuge in the Lord you come out stronger than before but your strength and stamina is integrated in Him.  He increasingly becomes your strength.  You can be as weak and fragile as you feel because He is your strength and your guard.  We are safe in Him.  He will knit those tears in your soul into a beautiful fabric and you will be better than before.  Trust Him with your most intimate thoughts and feelings.  Allow Him to be gracious and loving towards you.
1561. Tuesday, May 14, 2013

Psalm 119: 33 – 40

Teach me, O Lord, the way of Thy statues, and I shall observe it to the end.  Give me understanding, that I may observe Thy law, and keep it with all my heart.  Make me walk in the path of Thy commandments, for I delight in it.  Incline my heart to Thy testimonies, and not to dishonest gain.  Turn away my eyes from looking at vanity, and revive me in Thy word to Thy servant, as that which produces reverence for Thee.  Turn away my reproach which I dread, for Thine ordinances are good.  Behold, I long for Thy precepts; revive me through Thy righteousness.

Many Christians are crying out to God for revival.  People long to see zeal once again in the church and to see “Christians” on fire for God.  This prayer is a roadmap to revival.  It begins in individual Christians and then that personal fire ignites the church.  The great sleeping church of the Almighty needs to be stirred and reinvigorated but it begins with little old me and little old you.  We need not only pray for God to revive the church but there is something very tangible that each of us can do.

The first step in a nationwide or worldwide revival is the individual.  Imagine if each one of us prayed prayers like this one from our hearts.  What if this was our hearts cry?  Can you imagine the impact that would have on the body of Christ?  So often we are weighed down with the cares of the world so that we never reach this level of prayer.  We never get to the section of prayer where we begin to pray God’s wishes.  But when we do…O glory, that is where the power is, that is when you will see Holy Ghost revival sweeping this nation and the world.

If you dissect today’s passage you find the elements that will bring about revival.  I cannot expound on all of it in this format so I will have to let you take a journey with the Holy Spirit but I do want you to see that there multiple mentions of the heart of a person.  This is about our heart condition or the desire of our heart.  When our deep desire is for God and His presence we move ourselves and our congregations towards revival and revelation.  This is not about mental assent or intellectual advancement.  We are concerned with the condition of our hearts and the longing of our hearts.  

Secondly, when we turn our eyes away from vanity then we are turning our eyes away from ourselves.  We will never advance in the Kingdom of God as long as our eyes are occupied with ourselves.  You have only to look at Jesus’ example to understand that.

Then the last point I wish to elucidate is that it inevitably always comes back to God’s Word.  His Word and His precepts are the beacons, the guiding lights if you will.  We can play all of the religious games we like but true change is never going to take place without the Word of God.  Revival can only be sparked through Him and His Word is the light.  It is not by our strength, not by our might but by His Spirit (Zechariah 4: 6).  

You can experience a personal revival and your revival can be the spark in your church, your community, even your state or nation.  One person caused a revival in Wales.  You see above how to achieve your own revival.  Prayer, the Word and diligence will bring you into the presence of God and nothing is better than that.
1562. Wednesday, May 15, 2013

Psalm 145: 17 – 18

The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and kind in all His deeds.  The Lord is near to all who call upon Him.

If you were to introduce someone to God you might, like David, describe Him this way.  God is good, you knew that when you were a child.  He is kind and He is ever present.  He is always near when you want Him or need Him.  That means that He is not distant.  He is not unkind and He is not mean or bad.  You might be surprised how often people describe Him that way though.  They blame God for the bad things in life but He is good, not bad.  He is kind, generous and loving.  As a matter of fact, He is love (1 John 4: 8).  

If you need a friend then what could be better than one who is good, kind and always available when you call.  God is meant to be your best friend.  Sometimes we think of Him as distant and removed; a deity, a God but not a friend.  That is why I usually do not even like the term “God”.  It isn’t His name.  It is a title, a position.  He didn’t send Jesus here to sacrifice and die for us so that we could worship Him from afar.  He sent Jesus to reconcile us to Himself so that we could call Him friend and Father.  

Sometimes we think of Him as dogmatic and authoritarian.  Yes, He is the Almighty having all power and will always be but throughout all of human history He has been trying to connect with us as our personal help in times of need.  To me, that sounds like a best friend.  David who was one of the people who knew Him best recognizes the power of God but always describes their relationship in terms of kindness and closeness.  It is said of David that He was a friend of God.  Who better to tell us about His personality?

If you want to do an interesting search, discover how many times lovingkindness is used to describe God.  You can use a Strong’s Concordance or an online search engine such as www.Biblegateway.com.  Lovingkindness is His essential nature.  God longs to show us His lovingkindness.  He wants to be good to you.  We sometimes make it very difficult for God to express His love and generosity to us because we have been inculcated by religious doctrine and we have held to those ideas rather than getting to know God Himself.  We hold Him at arm’s length, sometimes not even meaning to but as a result of religious formality or fear.  I certainly do not want that for you.  I want you to know Yahweh as David did.  I want you to be able to speak from firsthand knowledge about the character and traits of God.  I think then that you will say that God is good all of the time and that He is as close as your breath.
1563. Thursday, May 16, 2013

Psalm 108: 1 - 6
My heart is steadfast, O God; I will sing, I will sing praises, even with my soul.  Awake, harp and lyre; I will awaken the dawn!  I will give thanks to Thee, O Lord, among the peoples; and I will sing praises to Thee among the nations.  For Thy lovingkindness is great above the heavens; and Thy truth reaches to the skies.  Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, and Thy glory above all the earth.  That They beloved may be delivered, save with Thy right hand, and answer me!  

I was speaking with a neighbor this week and we began to talk about prayer.  Part of our discussion was about the duration of time for our prayer.  I mentioned that Gloria Copeland used to pray for an hour every day.  Now that is not a rule nor is it even a suggestion.  That hour prayer was between her and God.  My neighbor and I were impressed, though, at how a person could pray for an hour every day.  Wow!  We began to discuss the kinds of things people generally pray about.  I suspect most people begin by praying for their needs and then for those around them.  Eventually though, don’t you run out of words?

One day later I came across this passage and it caught my attention.  I realized that I don’t pray like this.  Rarely do I string a lot of words together in praise and adoration of the Father.  I tend to have a few key phrases and I just repeat them.  How lame!  

Can you guess who wrote this psalm?  Is it obvious?  It was written by David.  Who else?  Imagine that your intimacy with Yahweh is such that this kind of language resides in you and just bubbles up out of your spirit.  I suppose as we all get to know the living God better we will spend less time praying like we do and more time glorifying Him and reveling in His presence.  Now how long can you pray?  When you have this coming out of your spirit you don’t need to set a timer to make sure you pray long enough nor will prayer be drudgery.  You won’t be able to wait to get back to your prayer closet again so that you can lift your hands to God and immerse yourself in praise.

There are many ways to spend time with God other than in making petitions.  When we open our hearts to who he is we will pray with joy in our hearts.  We will pray with thanksgiving and praise.  The sooner we can move past our needs and wants the more enjoyable our prayer is going to be.  I pray in this moment that we might all pray as David prayed and glorify our King.
1564. Friday, May 17, 2013

Psalm 25: 9

He leads the humble in justice, and He teaches the humble His way.

This passage makes a good word study.  The King James Version of the Bible uses the word “meek” in place of humble.  The best thing to do in these circumstances is to look up the word in your Strong’s Concordance (you can also find Strong’s online).  The word used here is Hebrew word #6035 if you are looking it up in Strong’s.  You will find that the word is anav or anayv (pardon my lack of accent marks).

We discover that this word means gentle when used in expressing a person’s mind or character.  Other applications of the word can portray needy circumstances, depressed, lowly or saintly.  It can describe one being poor, almost down trodden, even afflicted.  When you compare it with its root words one of the ideas you can come away with is this down trodden, beaten down, afflicted circumstance.  I rather like the other definition which arises.

It is one of humility even self-abasement.  This seems a closer reflection of the true meaning of this derivation of the root word.  I don’t think with good conscience you can say that either the use of meek or humble is incorrect in this verse as both words appear as synonyms in the Concordance.  The editors of the King James Bible chose to use the word meek which, according to Webster’s means: 1) patient and mild; not inclined to anger or resentment 2) too submissive 3) gentle or kind.

I suspect the editors of the New American Standard Bible, which is a newer translation, chose to use the word “humble” because it is a more contemporary representation of this idea of a person who is not proud or pretentious.  Webster’s tells us that when “humble” is used in a favorable sense, which is the situation we find in this verse, it “suggests an unassuming character in which there is an absence of pride and assertiveness.”  The other word which we find used in this regard is lowly but we have very much misunderstood the use of lowly and meek.  We tend to think of meek and lowly persons as milk toast.  We sometimes equate them with being spineless.  But that is so wrong.

God is telling us in this passage that he leads in justice and shows His way to those who do not major on themselves.  They are modest, hence not proud, not easily stirred to anger, not boastful or conceited, nor vain or self-important.  This is the way Jesus is described.

I don’t doubt for a minute that this verse is true.  If we apply even simple logic we can appreciate how difficult it might be for God to lead and teach those who are proud, pretentious and self-absorbed.  If one’s mind is on himself all of the time then it is going to be difficult for God to be his leader.  If you are proud, then you have elevated yourself.  You have made yourself your own leader.  This is similar to the verse that says that you can’t serve both God and mammon, Matthew 6: 34 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the one and despise and be against the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (deceitful riches, money, possessions, or whatever is trusted in) Amplified Version.”  If your trust is in yourself, if your mind is on yourself, frankly if you have not yet learned to put you out of your mind for a little while, you are going to find it difficult to be led by anyone.  You cannot serve two masters, period.  But for those who have learned humility and a mild and gentle disposition God is going to lead you in His justice and He is going to show you His ways and we know that all of His ways are lovingkindness and truth.

If you are one who has sometimes displayed arrogance and pride let me share with you that you are doing yourself a great disservice.  Following God and walking with Him is so much more enjoyable and leads to a MUCH easier life.  His ways are perfect even though we are not and you can add years to your life when you walk in them instead of your ways.  Just go to God and ask Him to show you how to be humble.  Let Him lead you.

1565. Monday, May 20, 2013

1 Peter 5: 8 – 9a
NLT

Be careful!  Watch out for attacks from the devil, your great enemy.  He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for some victim to devour.  Take a firm stand against him, and be strong in your faith.

This is one of those scriptures that should be highlighted in your Bible and perhaps written down where you can see it often.  There is so much in these few words but today we will only touch on a few of the thoughts contained therein.  

First, I think you would be enormously blessed if you read this verse from other translations.  Honestly, I had difficulty choosing a translation for today’s Word of the Day because the different translations bring out various nuances of this theme.  I do want to share one other translation with you though.  This is the first part of verse 9 taken from the New Century Version.  It reads, “Refuse to give in to him, by standing strong in your faith.”

The first thing we learn from these two verses is that you have an enemy.  Other translations describe the devil as your opponent and your adversary.  Did you know that you have an opponent, an adversary?  Well, the devil is well aware that you are his enemy and that you are locked in battle against one another.  If you are not also cognizant of this vital truth then you are at a great disadvantage.  This singular fact could explain much of the trouble you have encountered.

Secondly, we discover that Satan is roaming around just looking for someone he can devour.  What do you suppose he is looking for?  What characteristics in a person’s life indicate to the devil that he or she is victim material?  Well, we see how to defend ourselves against Satan’s attacks.  Verse 9 tells us to stand firm, to refuse to give into the devil.  We do this by being strong in faith; standing strong in our faith.  Is this a preventative measure in addition to being our defense?  If we stand firm in faith; if we learn to exercise our trust in God will the devil then avoid us and go look for easier pickings?  This verse seems to suggest so.  The question, then, is, what message are you sending the devil?

When we daily put on our faith like pulling on a shirt and then put God’s words in our mouths it is tantamount to donning armor.  Ephesians 6: 16 tells us that faith is a shield which has the ability to “extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one.”  It is faith in God; in His ability and willingness to work out our problems for us that defeats the enemy.  When we stand resolutely on the uncompromising promises and precepts of our Lord, the devil cannot prevail.  Just becoming a Christian is not where we secure our protection even though it is the crucial first step.  God is our refuge and our hiding place.  It is when we run into His presence that all things become possible.  We will never defeat our foe by fighting in our own strength.  He has been at this war far too long for us to overcome him in our might.  But when we stand in our faith in the Lord Jesus and our Holy Father there is no devil in Hell, earth or anywhere else that can devour us.  They might as well turn and run because our God is supreme.  

Good people are getting picked off by the devil because they do not know this verse or are not paying attention.  But now you know that faith in God’s power and in His love for us is the ultimate protection, the ultimate armor and the ultimate weapon.  Nothing can penetrate God’s love; nothing.  

If you are having troubles, if the devil is causing difficulties for you then put this verse in your holster and use it to remind yourself that standing in faith is an action.  Fighting the devil is not a passive activity.  You must pull out your big guns and let him have it.  No matter what the devil throws at you, there is a way for God to solve it; there is a way that He can deliver you.  Don’t let the devil’s tricks make you wobble.  Stand firm like a sturdy soldier who cannot be moved.  No matter how hard the devil pushes you, he cannot push you off of your stance if you will believe in God’s ability to help you.  Stand firm in your faith in God.  Let Him be your hero and you will see the devil scurry away like a mongrel dog.  

1566. Tuesday, May 21, 2013

Deuteronomy 15: 10

Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.

God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9: 7) and He blesses them.  He blesses everything they touch.  This has got to be a wonderful way to live, God blessing you every way you turn.  And what is so powerful about this is that we can elect to be one of these blessed people.  All of the power is in our hands.  I love that.  God has already made a commitment and now we can opt in or opt out.

The simplicity of this verse and the road to abundant blessing is attractive.  There is no 10 step list; nothing complex in this dynamic.  As we joyfully give to God’s children, then God joyfully gives to us.  It is just that simple.  So there is Good News today!  You can get in on the blessing of God today and it is easy peasy.  Just give from a cheerful, ungrudging heart.

Now, who do you want to give to?  Well, you should already be tithing 10% of your gross income to a ministry, usually your local church.  So maybe there are some other ministries you would like to bless.  Perhaps there is a ministry that you enjoy but which is not part of your routine giving.  This is a good opportunity to bless those ministries that are blessing you.  Maybe there is a family in your church that needs some help.  Maybe you find yourself in a line at a fast food restaurant or the grocery store and the person in front of you is a little short of the money they need.  Or maybe there are some seniors citizens in your community or neighborhood who are on a fixed income and could use some financial blessing in their lives.  And do not forget that there are more kinds of giving than money alone, though I would not have you neglect pulling out your wallet because I don’t want you to be stingy with money even if you have developed other ways of giving.  We ought to always pursue balance in our lives.  But I do think there are wonderful opportunities for you to give things other than money.  

Go mow your elderly neighbor’s grass.  Take some baked goods to the Fire Department.  Take your kids to a public place and give away lemonade or cold water on a hot day.  If you get creative you will find some wonderful and fun ways to bless others.  Let’s get good at this guys.  God is a giver and He wants us to be like Him.  The more we become like Him and pattern our behavior after His, the more our lives are going to demonstrate the blessing of being in Him.  Then our lives become a testimony to others; we become that bright, shining light that reflects well on our Lord Jesus Christ.

Look, our Holy Father and our blessed Lord have really already given us everything.  We just need to remind ourselves how fortunate we really are and then out of the abundance of gratitude for all they have done for us we will overflow with their goodness.  Their goodness and kindness should just pour out of us.  We only have to remember that we are to be vessels of God’s goodness.  He fills us up to overflowing.   That is and has always been His plan (read the 23rd Psalm).  But our super-abundance was meant to overflow onto others.  Don’t be a dead end for God’s blessing.  Give so that He can give you even more.  Then give again.  You cannot out give God but I challenge you to try.
1567. Wednesday, May 22, 2013

Ephesians 4: 2 – 3

Living Bible

Be humble and gentle.  Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love.  Try always to be led along together by the Holy Spirit, and so be at peace with one another.

This was probably my favorite passage as a teenager and you know, it is still pretty good.  It is a love passage.  Love causes us to be better than we are.  It calls us to higher ground.  Because of love we are able to be patient with others and tolerant of their faults even as they bear ours.  Humility, gentleness, patience and tolerance are keystones to successful relationships and God is certainly the one to teach us how to develop long and meaningful relationships.

These two verses make a great guide to successful relationships.  Many authors in the world have written books teaching us how to empower and build our relationships but all the wisdom of all the books can be summed up in these two verses.  Really, there is nothing new under the sun.  God has been teaching these principles since time began.  All the wisdom of the universe is available to us.  The greatest advice and self-help book in the world has been available for thousands of years.  We just need to know how to use it.

God is teaching us to be patient with each other and tolerant with each other’s faults and even their perceived faults because sometimes it really isn’t the other person’s faults that are the problem, it is our brokenness which causes a critical nature making it difficult for us to accept others as they are.  If other people are constantly getting on your nerves then perhaps you need to check your nerves.  It just could be that something needs to be further developed in you.  Sometimes we need to develop a more gentle and kind nature but that can be a difficult task when we try to accomplish it in our own strength.  What you need is the power of the Holy Spirit for he is the power of God.  All things become possible when you are being led by the Holy Spirit.  The impossible no longer exists because love is supreme and infallible.

Love is supposed to override our impatience and intolerance.  We need more love which means we need more God because He is love.  When we are walking with the Holy Spirit then we are at peace within ourselves.  That peace extends outward to those around us as we find it easier to be at peace with them.  Spending time in prayer and with the Father, then, is the very best way to work on your relationships.  He will give you His love nature and His nature always yields lovingkindness.  Your friends and family will reap the benefits of time you spend with the Father.  Believe me.  You will abound in gentleness instead of harshness.  You will be less critical and judgmental.  You will be more complimentary and kind and you won’t make them pay for every misstep they make.

The short and long of it is that when God, who is love, is in the center of your relationships then you have peace within those relationships.  When you get out of step with the Holy Spirit then you begin to experience your old carnal nature.  You find it more difficult to be at peace with your friends and family members and things they do wear on your nerves.  It really works well when both of you are spending time with the Father.  Then they find it easier to overlook your flaws too.  

If you want relationship advice, look no further than Ephesians 4: 2 – 3.  Abide in these two verses for awhile and let the Father show you His wisdom.  You are going to be very well rewarded with wonderful relationships.

1568. Thursday, May 23, 2013

Ephesians 4: 27
Amplified
Leave no [such] room or foothold for the devil [give no opportunity to him].
A good friend brought up a worthy point regarding Monday’s discussion about being aware of our enemy, the devil.  We know that the devil is looking for people to devour and yet we sometimes create holes in our defenses that he is able to take advantage of.  We need to make sure that we are not giving the devil a foothold or an opportunity.  He gets enough swings at us as is.  

Interestingly enough the literal translation for this verse says not to give the devil “a place.”  Don’t give him any room or any place where he can roost.  This scripture comes from a part of Ephesians 4 which is titled “The Christian Walk.”  Paul is teaching here about laying aside the old self with all of its corrupted ways and putting on the new self which is in Christ.  He discusses many things that we ought not do in this section; his point being do not sin and give the devil an open door to wreak havoc in your life.  When our walk is in Christ then we constantly put ourselves under his protection but when we dance in the devil’s backyard, then we open ourselves up for his shenanigans.  You can’t go to parties at Satan’s house and not get some of his stench on you.  You can’t play with the devil and live with Christ.  The two just do not go together.  That is not to say that we don’t all make mistakes but that is not what I am talking about.

Imagine that you are on the telephone with Jesus and you tell him how much you love him, want to be with him and want to be like him.  You tell him that you want him to be Lord over every aspect of your life and invite him to live in you.  Then as soon as you hang up you grab your car keys and head over to the devil’s house for a party.  What do you think is going to happen to your armor?  What do you think is going to happen to Jesus?  Is he going to hang out with you over there?  NO WAY!  He cannot.  

So what are we talking about here?  Well one of the biggies is that you cannot tell lies, not even little white lies.  A lie is a lie.  And if you want to talk about dancing in the devil’s backyard then that is paying the band to play.  Jesus told us that, “he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8: 44).  You can’t be a liar without giving the devil place in your life.  As soon as you give him place he is going to mess you up.  You have just got to move into truth.  You’ve got to live in truth.  “I am … the truth” (John 14: 6).  This is a basic principle.  You cannot move forward with Christ until you understand and adopt this position.

Most of you, though, have matured beyond lying.  So how do you expose yourself to the devil?  Any sin we practice makes us vulnerable to Satan.  What is sin?  Doing what God has forbidden you to do, not doing what He has specifically directed you to do.  So if God has been speaking to you about something, you need to get on it.  It might even be that it is something that He has not forbidden to others or specified for others but you know it is His direction for you.  Open disobedience is going to weaken your defenses.  No doubt.

Jesus also told us that the devil comes only to steal, kill and destroy so we need to stay away from those three elements because they are the devil’s playground.  Okay, you don’t steal you say.  Good!  Again, this is grade school material and most of you have mastered this but this would include not stealing time or materials from your boss.  Do you work all the way to 5:00 or do you start getting your things together at 4:50.  What about the pens, etc.?  How about other places?  What do you do if someone gives you too much change back?  You see, there are opportunities often for us to just accept benefits we are not due.  Did you ever think that those might be traps that the devil has laid for you?  

So just take a little more care with your life.  Like my friend says, “Be aware that you have an enemy out there who is roaming around just trying to get at you.”  Don’t let him foil you such that you remove your protection.  Be wise.  Some people test situations by asking themselves, “What would Jesus do?”  If he wouldn’t do a thing, then you probably shouldn’t be doing it either.  We don’t want you vulnerable to the devil.  We want you victorious and shining in God’s glory.
Memorial Day Holiday

1569. Tuesday, May 28, 2013

Luke 8: 21

NIV
He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.”

Luke 6: 46

NIV
Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?
We are all called into discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is what it means to be a Christian.  When you read the New Testament you can notice that Jesus’ followers were called his disciples.  This does not refer to the 12 Apostles; it refers to all followers of Christ, later called Christians.  At the heart of discipleship, and hence Christianity, is doing what Jesus says.  Wouldn’t we all agree with that?  But even Jesus was perplexed by his followers’ activity or should I say lack thereof.  He asked “Why do you call me Lord when you do not do what I say, when you do not obey me?”  Surely obedience is part of the duty we owe a Lord.

The NIV has given a clear perspective on this idea.  Serving Jesus’ Lordship means that we put God’s Word into practice.  How can Christians do so when there are so many who do not know what it says?   As a body of “believers” we have gotten ourselves into a bad position.  Many of our churches do not even teach the Word of God anymore and those that do have to beg their parishioners to read their Bibles.  It ought to be something we do because we want to.  We should want to draw nearer to God and His Christ and we know that prayer and time spent in the Word are the way to do just that.

We are living in difficult days and we are drawing ever closer to the end of the age.  You need the Word in order to survive the ordeals of earthly life.  More importantly we do not want to be left out when Jesus calls us home and I would have you know that is a real risk.  Christianity is more than saying the prayer of salvation.  We think once we have punched that ticket we can sit back assured of our position and that we do not have to do anything else but I tell you that people who have done much more than we are going to be left out because they created the appearance of being followers of Christ but didn’t actually hearken to his word and obey him.  Look at Jesus’ recitation on this point.  It is found in Matthew 7, verses 22 & 23: “Many will say to Me on that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name and driven out demons in Your name and done many mighty works in Your name?

23 And then I will say to them openly (publicly), I never knew you; depart from Me, you who act wickedly [disregarding My commands].”   

This was taken from the Amplified Version of the Bible.  In the “God’s Word” Translation it reads, “Get away from me you evil people.”  This is strong language and I think Jesus meant to get a point across to us.  Christianity isn’t a game we play.  It isn’t just a onetime prayer that we utter in order to avoid the burning fires of hell.  We might be able to play little “Christian” games with each other but Jesus cannot be fooled.  He knows the secrets we try to hide in our hearts.  He knows the intent of our hearts.  Eventually we must have a come to Jesus meeting with ourselves and really search our heart and our intent.

I know this may sound like a hard message today but I would not have any of you meet Jesus in that final day and hear him say to you “I never knew you.  Depart from me.”  I have become deeply concerned about the health of the Body of Christ.  There is the voice of one crying out in the desert, “Make ready the way of the Lord.”  We cry for revival in the land but our hearts have become wastelands.  We will only have revival in the land when the Christians are first revived and serving the Lord with all of their hearts, all of their souls, and all of their might.  We are giving up precious land daily to our enemies; land that was hard won and expensive in human and divine blood.  There is a personal risk for each of us and there is a much higher cost in losses in terms of our country, our friends and our family members.  There is much too much to be lost and you are far too valuable to be at risk.  Or perhaps you are serving God out of a sincere heart but your best friend or your favorite cousin is playing religious games with God.  The time is too short for this to persist.  We may be able to fool each other, we may even be able to fool our pastor and church friends but the day is coming, and it is not far off, for a reckoning.

Treat today like Jesus is coming back tomorrow.  How fervent in prayer and in devotion would you be if you knew beyond doubt that Jesus was coming tomorrow.  My heart cries out to you.   Get on your knees before your Lord and dedicate your every breath to Him.  Re-dedicate your life and your service to Him.  Do not let this minute pass by because you are busy or have any number of other distractions.  Don’t leave the Lord wondering exactly where you stand.  Be a force for revival in your church.  Let the fire of the Holy Spirit inspire you and lead you.  

Our God is great and mighty and worthy to be praised.  Lift your hands and your voices to the one God and to our Savior and Lord.  Be a warrior for Christ.  Be a friend to Him.  Hearken to his voice and put into practice all that he says.

Wednesday, May 29, 2013

Romans 8:15

For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”

You need to understand and appreciate the relationship you are supposed to have with Yahweh.  He is our God.  He is the creator!  He is the omnipotent power of the universe.  None of that, however, is why He sent His son to earth for us.  He sent Jesus here to reconcile us to Him so that we might be restored as beloved children; as His own sons and daughters by which we cry out to Him Abba!

God is our father every bit as much, perhaps more, than our earthly, biological fathers.  If you want to know the whole truth, “He” is also a mother to us.  (See Isaiah 49: 15 and 40: 11 for two references where he compares Himself to a mother).  The point, though, is that Yahweh did not send His son to earth so that He might gain servants.  He had enough power to compel us to servitude if that is what He wanted.  And Jesus certainly did not suffer and die for slaves.  He offered up his life as a ransom for the children.  I am not suggesting that you should not serve God.  A heart of love should compel you to want to bless Him.  I am, however, suggesting that you get to know Him as a parent who loves you and whom you love.

When you look up Abba in the Strong’s concordance you notice something interesting.  It reveals to us that this word, Abba, signifies a male parent or father.  It does not, though, represent this word as a divine entity.  The word “father” is not even capitalized.  The reason for this is that Abba does not mean “Heavenly Father” or “Glorious, Divine Father”.  It means nothing of the sort.   The word Abba represents Dad, Daddy, Poppi, or whatever name by which fathers are known.  What did you call your earthly male parent?  That is the name and relationship that is being conveyed in this verse.  Paul tells us that we have not been given a spirit of slavery or servitude.  We have been given the spirit of adoption as sons and daughters.  What then would you call the people who adopt you.  You would call them Mom and Dad wouldn’t you?  That is what Paul is trying to get across to us here.  Our hearts should cry out to Him as Abba, Dad, Daddy!!  You should be able to cry out to Him as you would a beloved and trusted parent, perhaps even more than you did your earthly parents.

Do you remember when you were a child and you got hurt?  What came out of you?  Didn’t you cry out from the depths of your soul?  Mom!!!!  Dad!!!  I remember vividly getting hurt, I did it often enough, and sometimes it would scare me.  Once I yelled so loud that my parents who were next door at the neighbor’s house had no trouble at all knowing that I needed them.  And I knew then, even as I do today, that if I cried out to my parents they would come running.  That is the heart I want you to have for God.  I want you to know beyond all doubt that when you need Him or even think that you need Him, when you want Him you can cry out and He will come running.

We have been adopted into the family of God.  John 3: 16 teaches us that God gave His only begotten son.  But do you know what God received when He gave?  By now you understand the principle of sowing and reaping well enough that you can answer this question even if you know nothing more from the Bible.  God sowed His only child and reaped children.  You have joined the family of God whereby you can cry out Abba! Father, or Abba, Dad if you prefer, even as Jesus did because now you stand with Jesus as his little sister or little brother.  Jesus gave you position with himself so that you might be joint heirs with him.  

In Mark 14: 36 we see Jesus crying out to the Father, “And He was saying, ‘Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will.’”  His heart cried out to his Dad for relief although he was willing to obey as a dutiful son.  Would you say that Jesus was a slave of God?  How would you describe Jesus’ relationship with Yahweh?  That is the relationship he came here to secure for you.

Please don’t live your life only serving your God.  That is not what Christianity is about.  Meet Yahweh personally.  Go to Him as a child.  Learn to relate to Him as an intimate family member.  If you have ears to hear then know this, you can draw so close to Him that you can even be closer to Him than to an earthly parent.  He and Jesus did not do all that they have done for you just so that you can go to church once a week and sing a couple of pretty songs to Him.  He could have had that without sending Jesus here to die.  He did have that before Jesus came into the earth.  Father longs to be your everyday companion.  He executed the salvation and redemption plan so that you could be his very own beloved child.  You are precious to Him.  If you are a parent then you know what it means to love someone so deeply that your life takes on different meaning because of them.  God feels towards you as you feel towards your own children except that His love for you is even deeper though I know that is hard to fathom.  If you have never had children then it might be harder for you to appreciate that kind of love but it is a love so deep that you would give your all for them.  And that is just what God did.  He gave His all.  He gave everything for us.  He loves you with a love that is so vast that the universe cannot contain it.  Get to know Him for who He is.  Don’t stand off any longer worshipping a God that you have only heard about but don’t really know.  Find out what it really means to cry out Abba!  Father!

1570. Thursday, May 30, 2013

Mark 16: 15



And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”

The Amplified Version of the Bible brings out a point regarding our commission from Jesus.  It reads, “And He said to them, Go into all the world and preach and publish openly the good news (the Gospel) to every creature [of the whole human race].”  
The “Gospel” is the “Good News” about Jesus, salvation and redemption.  Jesus instructs us to go into all the world and preach the good news!  The love of God, the sacrifice of Jesus; that is all very good news and it is that message that Jesus wants us to convey to people.

It turns out that we have not been commissioned to judge others or to preach judgmental doctrine.  We have not been sent out to preach condemnation.  We have been sent forth to share joyous, good news about the love of God and the saving grace of Jesus with all humanity; ALL humanity.  That means that you and I do not get to pick who gets to come into the fold.  We do not get to choose to whom the good news should be broadcast.  We are just the laborers sent into the field commissioned to accomplish one specific task; namely, share the good news.

Somehow we have gotten off track.  Many of us think it is our appointed task to correct and judge other people.  We sometimes act as though we get to decide who makes it into heaven.  We have hurt Christianity with our message of condemnation and we have mischaracterized the God of love.  He wants ALL people to come unto Him.  Therefore, He wants all people to know that He has open arms.  And frankly, what you and I think about what is right and wrong just isn’t authoritative.  We have not been delegated the power to determine who shall enter in and who shall not.  Jesus, however, has told us who shall be granted access to the Father.  Verse 16 reads, “He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.”  So there is the answer.  Those things which we think condemn a person do not.  It is their unbelief that shall condemn them.  And if their unbelief does condemn them then my question is, “Is their unbelief a product of our failure to preach the good news to them?”

I have witnessed, as have you, how really cruel in our hatred, condemnation and judgment we Christians can be and it grieves me.  Jesus’ response to our denunciation of others might be the same as his response to John and James, the sons of thunder, when they wanted to rain down fire on a town that rejected Jesus.  He rebuked them saying, “You do not know what kind of spirit you are of” (Luke 9: 55).  We are of the spirit of love.  God is love and His Spirit, therefore, is also love.”  You cannot walk in love, i.e. walk in the Holy Spirit of God, and walk in judgmental condemnation.  You just can’t.

Reach out your hands to others.  Anyone who goes to hell is too many.  God did not intend that any person should go to hell.  Sure, we may think they do not deserve eternity in heaven but hell is no place of any of God’s children.  Open your heart.  Be healed and repent of that critical, judgmental nature.  It is all about love and good news.  Go, tell them the good news that God loves them.  That is your commission.  And let God be God.

1571. Friday, May 31, 2013

Matthew 17: 20

And He said to them, “Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it shall move; and nothing shall be impossible to you.”

What could be better or more beneficial to us than Jesus preaching on faith?  In teaching this verse we often focus on the smallness of the mustard seed.  Because the mustard seed is the smallest of seeds Jesus conveys to us that we need only a small amount of faith.  We also teach on moving mountains; also a very good teaching, but what binds them together or the conclusion of the verse is that when you have even a small amount of faith, nothing shall be impossible to you.  

We know that God is all powerful.  We believe in Jesus’ ability.  Jesus teaches that we have power and ability too.  Our power is in our faith in God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  Like any seed faith must be sown.  When you have even a small amount of faith in the trinity then YOU can move mountains.  It is through our belief in God’s love for us and His faithfulness towards us that we can be victorious.  The life we now live we live in faith in Jesus.

There is one other small word in the passage above that we must recognize.  Jesus said that when you have faith as a mustard seed you shall say unto the mountain ….  That is the part that many of us are missing.  Faith speaks.  Faith says unto the mountain, “MOVE!”  And believe me, if you have any faith at all it is reflected in your speech.  Those without faith reveal their unbelief all of the time.  You can hear it every time they open their mouths.  The mountains scoff at them because they know they have no power.  Your power is in your faith but it comes out of your mouth.

Jesus did not say that if you have faith you will pray to the Father and He will move the mountain for you.  He said that all things shall be possible to you.  Jesus understands very well the operation of faith and that even a small amount of faith coming out of our mouths has enormous power.  

Now, do you have mustard seed faith?  It is the secret we have all been seeking.  If you do not, then fear not for this is a simple remedy.  Faith comes by hearing the Word of Christ (Romans 10: 17).  All you have to do is put the Word of Christ in you and then it will start flowing out of you.  You can use it intentionally too.  It is not only an automatic process.  When you have the Word in your heart and in your mind then you have something to say to the mountain.  You have the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.  

If you want power over the problems that confront us in this life, then you need faith.  In order to exercise faith you are going to need to speak faith words from your own mouth and when you fill your tank with the Word those faith words will come easily to you.  It really is a simple idea even if it is not easy.  Jesus was giving us the secret to successful living and if we recognize it we can live above the fray.  If you are in a bind then here is the path out.  Use your mustard seed faith and tell that mountain to get out of your way.

1572. Monday, June 3, 2013

Matthew 16: 17

And Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you but My Father who is in heaven.”

Peter had special knowledge that other people did not have because He was listening with His spirit to the Father of Grace.  Even though Jesus was walking right next to Peter, God extended Himself to give revelation knowledge to Peter.  Of all of the people that you would think did not need God to speak to them Peter would have to be at the top of the list.  He was with Jesus day and night.  Through this story we receive revelation also.  Not only is Peter’s revelation given to us but also we see into how God works with people.  The number one conclusion I draw from this is, “When you walk with Jesus, the Father reveals himself to you.”

We would postulate that revelation knowledge has increased since Peter’s time.  The event reported in today’s Word of the Day took place before the redemptive work of Christ; before he put his life and blood on that cross for us; before he went into hell and defeated the enemy and took the keys from him.  If God revealed Himself before Jesus’ great victory doesn’t it stand to reason that He would increase revelation knowledge to humanity after the restoration?  And yet when you speak with other Christians is everyone sharing the revelations that God has shown them?  

Revelation knowledge, knowledge which is revealed to us right from the throne room of God is available to each and every one of us today.  Peter wasn’t “saved” in the sense that we use that word because salvation had not yet been purchased.  But you, my friend, have been washed in the saving blood of the lamb and stand before the throne clean and dressed in white garments as a child of the Most High.  Most of us are not walking in all of the revelation that we could enjoy.  I believe the reason for this is that we have been deceived into thinking that being “busy” is a virtue.  Our lives are so full that we have little time or energy left over to spend with God.  It is revealing that we should even discuss giving God the time that is “left over” after we have done all that we have scheduled.  Why don’t we schedule him first?  

You can receive knowledge and wisdom directly from God too but you will need to develop a pattern of “walking with Jesus.”  Time spent with him will develop your spirit so that you can receive the knowledge and wisdom of heaven.  Expect God to reveal Himself to you.  Expect to have a fountain of knowledge springing up inside of you.  And believe me in this, you will be surprised how little time you will need to invest before God starts pouring Himself into you.  He is not withholding Himself from you.  He is just waiting for you to open yourself to Him so that He can fill you.  He is waiting on you and wants to bless you.  Open your spirit to Him and invite Him to come in.

1573. Tuesday, June 4, 2013

Ephesians 3: 8 – 10

To me, (Paul) …grace was given, to preach … the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery … in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.  

I would like to preach on all of Ephesians 3 because it is rich and thick but that would take a week of oral presentation.  I recommend that you read it on your own.  Dissect it; pull it apart because it is full of grace and power.  In today’s passage I wish to bring out Paul’s commission and the purpose of his calling.  Ultimately the purpose of his ministry was to preach the gospel of Christ so that the wisdom of God would be revealed in the earth and that through the church (that means you) God’s wisdom would be spread and shared even to rulers and authorities.

You could camp out all week on just the phrase “unfathomable riches of Christ” but Paul uses that phrase in order to teach believers that preaching the “good news” of Christ brings about revelation.  The preaching of the gospel brings to light the former mystery of God and reveals exactly how to administer the power and knowledge in that revelation.  As an aside, every time you read “gospel” say to yourself “the good news”.  That will help you have a fuller revelation of the passages you read.

Paul tells us in Ephesians 3 that the mystery of God was formerly hidden but God has always wanted to impart His wisdom to his people.  In reading the Bible you will consistently see phrases such as, “he who has ears to hear ….”  That is because God has been persistent in trying to reveal Himself to His people but we have not been good at hearing.  So, God sent preachers and anointed them with His grace to share the gospel.  Through that anointing and appointment the manifold wisdom of God is supposed to be manifested in the church, which is the body of Christ, not an edifice.  Revelation knowledge is supposed to be received by the members of Christ’s body.  They, then, share God’s wisdom with the rulers and authorities.  We are supposed to be God’s agents in the earth.  We are the means by which His wisdom gets transmitted.  We are the communication system of the Lord.  So, He imparts His wisdom to us and then we share it with the world.  It sounds like a pretty sound concept but sometimes I wonder if God has too much faith in us, or is it just that we have too little faith in Him.  I don’t know but I know that He wants to give you His wisdom.  It is an age old goal.  I believe that God is doing His part.  I believe that He is transmitting.  Are our receivers on and tuned to His frequency?  Turn off CNN and turn on TCT.  Let God speak to you and then spread that good, good news.  Be blessed and be a blessing in the name of Jesus, Amen.
1574. Wednesday, June 5, 2013

Jeremiah 6: 16
(NIV)
This is what the Lord says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.

Matthew 11: 28
(NASB)

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.”

Hebrews 13: 8
(NASB)

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

The purpose in giving you these three verses together is to reinforce in your thinking that God has not changed.  This is an important point because you need to know that what God promised in the Old Testament is viable today.  You can read the benefits of the blessing in Deuteronomy and know with certainty that you are entitled to those benefits.  The encouragement of the Psalms and the wisdom of the Proverbs are alive and working for your good in this time.  God has not changed His mind nor revoked any of His good promises.

There is something else interesting in the first two passages.  In Jeremiah we see the Lord instructing us to look for “The Way.”  We know from John 14: 6 that Jesus is the Way.  So, to hear Jesus say these same words years later is quite interesting.  When you compare the Old Testament and New Testament, when you read both you find these interesting nuggets.  And in reading them both you see the genius of God and you begin to understand Jesus and his ministry even more.  Jesus was Jewish so when you see him in the light of the Old Testament writings you get a level of revelation that you will never receive in reading the New Testament only.  The richness and complexity of the Word of God is a treasure beyond treasure.  

Also, notice that the Lord says to look for the “ancient” ways or the old paths.  That is further encouragement that we should pay heed to the old ways or that we should not forsake the old teachings.  I am in no way against progressive thought and new revelation but we do not want to throw away the old teachings either.  It is in their amalgamation that we are taught just as with the passage from Jeremiah and that from Matthew.  When we combine the two we learn more than when we consider each of them separately.  God is still in the business of revealing Himself to His children but in order to take full advantage of it we should learn our history and we have a great deal in common with our Jewish brothers and sisters.  We have been adopted into the family of Abraham and while you could argue that Abraham was not Jewish, the entire nation of Israel came from his and Sarah’s child.  So we have been adopted into the family that issued from Abraham and have inherited the promises given to Abraham we too can be enriched by learning from those ancient lessons.  Jesus was the fulfillment of the law so when we overlay the Old Testament with the New Testament we see a living and dynamic history that informs our present and our future.  So get out your pick and shovel and start mining those nuggets.  I really believe that you are going to enjoy what you find.

1575. Thursday, June 6, 2013

Matthew 12: 1 – 2

At that time Jesus went on the Sabbath through the grainfields, and His disciples became hungry and began to pick the heads of grain and eat but when the Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, 
Behold, Your disciples do what is not lawful to do on a Sabbath.”

What was it, do you think, that the disciples did that so offended the Pharisees?  Was the offense in the eating?  Surely not.  We do not suppose that everyone fasted on Sabbath.  So it must have been in picking the heads of grain.  Does that seem an actionable offense to you?  What if the disciples had not picked grain and eaten? Or what do you suppose the Pharisees ate that day?  From where did the Pharisees get their meal?  Do you think that there were women “at work” satisfying the needs of these Pharisees?

The violation of the Sabbath complained about by the Pharisees in this story is from the Ten Commandments.  Commandment four demands that we take a day off from our labors.   We are to do no work.  Here we encounter the problem with the law.  What is meant by “work”?  Do you think that picking heads of grain and eating them while you walk through the field constitutes work?  Wouldn’t that be the same as going to the refrigerator and picking a piece of bread and eating it?  Would any of us really consider that work?  And if you do think that constitutes work then how are you to eat?  Is it okay for your wife, mother or grandmother to labor to feed you so that all you have to do is to raise a fork to your mouth?  I think back to Sunday’s of my childhood and remember wives and mothers feeding their families three meals on Sunday.  When was their day of rest?

One of the problems with trying to live by “the law” is that people define and institute the specific application of those laws.  Jesus rebuked these Pharisees.  He said, “What man among you shall not, on the Sabbath, rescue his sheep which has fallen into the pit?” (v. 11, paraphrase).  In other words, their religious doctrine has been made to fit their needs while they condemn others.  Beware of religions which treat groups of people disparately.  Especially noticeable are the restrictions placed on women while men are allowed freedom.  That is not God’s way and the whole of the Bible should be proof of that to you.  Even slaves were supposed to refrain from work on the Sabbath.  This should give you “food” for thought.

The law is imperfect and none of us can follow it.  That is why God sent Jesus.  We now live in a dispensation of grace which should lead us all to greater liberty but also to greater personal accountability with God, not with man.  It is Jesus who has set us free.  God never wanted “the law.”  He wanted His people to follow Him.  They were rebellious though and even when Moses was on the mountain in the very presence of God receiving the commandments, they were violating the first and second commandments.  Jesus did in his body and sacrifice what the law could never do.  He restored us to the grace of God so that we may now live as we were meant to, by living in the presence of God and following His direction daily.  

In their judgment of Jesus and His disciples the Pharisees made a grievous error.  God has not appointed us as judges of each other and Jesus told them that in so doing they condemn the innocent.  The blood of the innocent or the chastisement of the innocent is therefore on the judges.  Jesus tried to teach them the difference between sacrifice and compassion.  That is to say that he wanted them to act in compassion rather than religious doctrine.  Do you see this?  Remember that Jesus has told us before not to pray or give alms as the Pharisees do (Matthew 6).  The Pharisees were very good at ritualistic service.  They gave the proper sacrifices at the proper times.  They were seen praying in the public square and they gave their alms to the church.  They looked righteous but they lacked compassion, they did not understand grace, mercy or love.  They condemned others although they were guilty themselves.

The moral of this story is that the law kills but Jesus makes alive.  It is by his life and the sacrifice of his life that we live.  The life we live is solely by the grace of God in the person of Jesus, our Christ.  We are above no one but we are beneath no one either.  We are seated with Christ at the right hand of majesty.  

It is so easy for us to fall back under the law and even easier to preach it but we have been washed in a covenant of grace.  We must all guard ourselves from living under the law or trying to force others to keep the letter of the law.  It is the spirit of the law that was always the important thing.  God didn’t make the Sabbath a day of rest so that He could fry you if you pulled your sheep from the pit.  He gave it to you so as to take care of you.  He knew that you needed a day of rest.  And, by the way, for those of you who really want to keep the letter of the law, read the fourth commandment again.  You are not supposed to have Saturday off.  Saturday is a work day.  Men (people) make the law what they want it so you are much better off following the Lord of Grace!  He is our peace.

1576. Friday, June 7, 2013

Ephesians 4: 1, 10 – 11

Therefore, let us fear lest while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you should seem to have come short of it.  For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His.  Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall through following the same example of disobedience.

This passage of scripture is under a heading titled “The Believer’s Rest.”  I can well imagine that there are some of you who are tired, even weary.  Well, there is good news for you today.  God wants you to enter into rest even as He has.  He is our model and example and we are to follow Him in obedience.  That should be delightful for you to hear because God has ceased His labors and He is calling you into rest with Him.

The application of this verse which rings the loudest for me is regarding trying to succeed by the might of our hands.  There is plenty of work to do but there is a grace for accomplishing that which you are called to do.  If I may, I will use myself as an example.  When I am operating in the grace that God has given me, then everything comes easily to me but most significantly, the Word of the Day.  As I write this I am also put in remembrance of the days when I have labored to create a Word of the Day.  I have spent hours trying to find a verse to write on, rejecting verse after verse.  Even when I come across a verse that is popular with me and highlighted in my Bible I find I have absolutely nothing to write about it.  But praise God I am learning how to move in the anointing He has given me.  More importantly I am learning how to let God do all of the heavy lifting for me.  And do you know something; none of it is even heavy for Him.

What is the difference?  The key for me is prayer.  When I spend time in prayer it seems that He does everything else.  I spend half the time, if even that much, in accomplishing the tasks laid out for me.  It seems that I pray and God just gets all of my work done.  My world is lighter and happier and I really do not suffer the fatigue that comes with a busy work day.  This passage really is the application of Zechariah 4: 6, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts.”  If we are wise we work not by our might or power but through and by the Holy Spirit of God.

This really does work.  We are wise to develop a prayer life and to turn over our work to the Lord.  I have to constantly remind myself but I have seen it work time and time again.  Whenever I get out of balance, life becomes more challenging but when I slow down, enter into His rest and work with Him then everything goes much more smoothly and it is much easier on me.  So, learn to turn everything over to God and do not forsake your prayer time no matter what.
1577. Monday, June 10, 2013

Proverb 6: 20 - 23

My son, observe the commandment of your father, and do not forsake the teaching of your mother.  Bind them continually on your heart; tie them around your neck.  When you walk about, they will guide you; when you sleep, they will watch over you; and when you awake, they will talk to you.  For the commandment is a lamp, and the teaching is light.
The book of Proverbs is the penultimate book of wisdom.  If you want to have wisdom, if you want to walk in wisdom then you want to read the proverbs and adhere to them.  Here is a bit of wisdom from Solomon whose father was King David.  David was a might man of God and a friend of God so Solomon learned from someone who walked and talked with God.  He understood the value of his parents’ teachings.

Our parents’ experiences and instructions are just as valuable.  They can guard us while we sleep and inform us while we are awake.  Even if your parents have moved to heaven their teachings and commandments are still inside you.  Those lessons are still good guides to this day.

Perhaps you have a higher IQ than your parents or maybe you are more successful than they.  I would argue that a great deal of your success has to do with your parents.  None of us is perfect yet from our parents we can learn much.  They do not have to be perfect people nor perfect parents to share wisdom with you.  Solomon’s father was not perfect either but Solomon knew that if he followed his parents’ advice, he would fare well in life.  And it seems to have worked.  Solomon became the richest man in history even to this day.  He was so rich that he didn’t even bother to count his silver.  It just wasn’t worth his time.  

What’s more, I think this passage is consistent with and furtherance of some other passages we have looked at.   We learned that we are to seek the “ancient ways.”  Honestly, one thing that we should have learned from the recent recession is that the new ways are not always the best ways.  Those people and companies that managed their lives and businesses in the old, prescribed ways not only survived the hard times but many of them even advanced financially.

Secondly, this passage seems to be in line with the fifth commandment which admonishes us to honor our father and mother.  And I would remind you that God gave us the commandments so that we would have a roadmap for life resulting in a good and prosperous life.  He did not give us a set of rules just to be mean.  He was trying to put our feet on the best possible path so that we would be safe and happy.

So even though you are smart and successful, do not fail to honor the teachings of your parents.  They will guide you and guard you and those are two things we all need and want.

1578. Tuesday, June 11, 2013

Exodus 20: 12

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God gives you.

Since I mentioned the fifth commandment yesterday I thought it only fitting to give it to you in its entirety today.  To the best of my knowledge this is the first instance where the Father attaches a promise to a commandment.  If you do as you are commanded, you will gain the promise.   Why did God wait until He got to the fifth commandment to attach such a welcomed promise?  Why not put it on the first one, “You shall have no other gods before Me”?  That seems like a good place to bestow a promise of a prolonged life.  I wish I knew the answer but I do know that God does not make mistakes.  He knows how the universe was created and He knows all of the physical and spiritual laws.  Therefore, He knows the benefit of honoring your parents.  And, I am sure that He has His reasons.

But to tell you the truth, God isn’t so much making promises as He is describing how the universe and the Kingdom of God work.  There are many conditional “promises” in the Bible but I do not take them that way.  I understand them to be simple explanations of the operation of spiritual law.  Sure they are conditional statements; if this, then that but that is the same as saying if you touch something hot, then you will get burned or if you step off of a height, then you will fall.  It is a simple explanation of a law.  Our Father being the creator knows these things so He wrote them down in a book so that we might know them too.  If you treat your parents well then the laws of the universe are going to go into operation such that you will enjoy a long life in the promised land of God or in the promises of God.  

If we want to enjoy a good life, then we can look to the book for instructions.  Our God is a good God and He has shown us how to have a good life.  It isn’t a mystery but it is a best seller.

1579. Wednesday, June 12, 2013

Proverb 18: 9


NLT
A lazy person is as bad as someone who destroys things.

Laziness is not a virtue but I find that it is increasingly accepted.  At least it is not stigmatized the way it once was.  These days we even have terms for ourselves for those times we indulge in laziness such as “couch potato”.   God says, though, that laziness is akin to destruction.  Both the lazy person and those who destroy things are wasters of time and goods.  Where we ought to be producing we are not which is the same result as destroying the product of someone else’s hands.  

We have all been called by God to His work.  Each of us has an anointing on our lives for something.  Whatever our work we are to do it with all our might.  Even if you are a janitor you are supposed to do your janitorial work in a way that is a testament to God.  In Colossians 3: 23 Paul writes, “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men.”  In other words, when you awaken in the morning, be consciously aware that today you work for the Lord.  Everything you do you should do with excellence.  Ecclesiastes 9: 10 teaches us, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.”

These verses go well with Zechariah 4: 6 which tells us “‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of Hosts.”  At first when taken together they may seem contradictory but they are not.  Combined they give us the model for work.  We are to set our hands to the plow and apply ourselves with all our might.  We are not to be lazy but rather industrious like the ant (Proverb 6: 6).  This is our service to the Lord.  Our success, though, comes not by the might of our hand but rather by the grace of our God.  He blesses the work of our hand (Deut. 28: 12) but we must put our hand to the plow.  He does not bless the seat of our britches.

This may seem like a fine line but once you see it for yourself you will enjoy a great revelation.  You should do your “work” with no sense of reward, success or profit but instead with the attitude of serving the Lord Jesus.  You should apply yourself vigorously, blessing your Lord.  But it is He who will send the rain and it is He who will bring forth the harvest.  He will even cause you to reap where you did not sow (Matthew 25: 26).  Therefore, apply yourself with all your might but pray to the Lord of the Harvest for the blessing which flows from him alone.  Work today and everyday as if your employer, teacher, mentor, etc. is the Lord.  Then allow the Holy Spirit to work in you, through you and for you and you will be called “blessed” among all people.

1580. Thursday, June 13, 2013

John 14: 10

Darby Translation

Believest thou not that I [am] in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words which I speak to you I do not speak from myself; but the Father who abides in me, he does the works.
It is probably not too controversial to say that Jesus is our example and that we are supposed to model him.  In that light take this verse and apply it to what we have learned about our work ethic and reliance on God for success.  We have learned so far that we are supposed to set our hand to the plow and to perform our work with diligence and excellence.  We have also learned that the success comes from God.  Although we labor to hoe the ground and plant the seeds it is our Father who waters and causes the crop to come up.  Therefore, our trust is in Him for a bountiful harvest.

Jesus takes us one step further in this passage.  We learn from him that throughout his ministry it was his Father inside of him who did the works.  We each must do the work that God has assigned for us.  Once we have, he takes over and creates the success.  As one of my friends says, “You must stick your toe in the water.”  She is referring to the passage of scripture in Joshua 3 where God instructed the priests to put their feet into the water promising that once they did, He would part the river for them.  And true to His word, that is exactly what He did but those priests had to get their feet wet first.  They had to trust that God’s word was good.  Otherwise the river would have never been parted and the nation of Israel would not have entered the Promised Land.  

The story of Moses and the Red Sea is similar.  The scripture says that when “Moses stretched out his hand over the sea … the lord swept the sea back” (Exodus 14: 21).  God did the work.  He performed the miracle but Moses had to first do as he was instructed by God.  

So it is with us.  It is only when we first obey and do what God has told us to do that He enters in with His power and causes the desired end result.  He performs the miracles and creates the victory but we must get our feet wet.  We and God both have a role to play.  We are the hands and the feet but He is the power and the majesty.  Even Jesus did not succeed in his own right but in the power and grace of our beloved Father.  And, Jesus made no apologies for it.  He was happy to give the Father all of the glory for his miraculous ministry.  Jesus certainly was not lazy.  He was always about his father’s work but it was God inside of him that healed the blind and cast out demons.  It was that powerful God of love inside of Jesus that caused the multitudes to be healed under Jesus’ ministry.  Jesus even said that by himself he could do nothing (John 5: 30).  God instructed him and gave him wisdom.  And God wants to do the same for us.  So, we must perform our duties as unto the Lord Himself and trust God for success.  We must obey His word and do all that he gives us to do.  Then we can rest in His grace.  It is there that we will be blessed.
1581. Monday, June 17, 2013

Jeremiah 17: 5 - 8

Thus says the Lord, “Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the Lord.  6 For he will be like a bush in the desert and will not see when prosperity comes, but will live in stony wastes in the wilderness, a land of salt without inhabitant.

7 Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and whose trust is the Lord. 8 For he will be like a tree planted by the water, that extends its roots by a stream and will not fear when the heat comes; but its leaves will be green, and it will not be anxious in a year of drought nor cease to yield fruit.

Clearly this passage is an admonition to put our trust and faith in God rather than in the institutions of man and I think this is an important message for us today.  The language used here is picturesque in the sense that God, through Jeremiah, makes comparisons for us that help us to relate the language to our lives.  First of all note that he compares the person whose trust is in man, whose heart is turned away from God, to the desert.  I picture the “bush” as a tumbleweed.  This is a barren place.  I think about driving across this country and having those tumbleweeds blow across the road and the desert they come from.  What a dry and desolate place.  Everything has dried up, withered and died.  This is the way it is for people who put their trust in human institutions rather than in God.  They live their lives in the stony wastes.  The stony wastes symbolize shortage.  Their businesses wither and die, their finances dry up.  They cannot even recognize prosperity when it knocks on the door.  It is not a fruitful way to live.  Some of those folks will then turn, in desperation, to the God of the harvest and, in His graciousness, He will lift them up.   But what happens next?  Too often they wander back into the desert. 

You may think, well, my heart is not turned away from God.  You don’t know how much I hope and pray that is true but every day I see Christians whose eyes, minds and hope is in banks, business, doctors, the government, etc. rather than in God.  They look at the situations and hope that some man or man-made institution is going to bail them out.  Something will happen to turn things around.  God can use people and institutions but it is only in trusting Him that we are going to be saved and thus, safe.  The wilderness in verse 6 represents the absence of God.  Any place, business, institution or person without God is barren.  That means that they are without life which stands to reason since Jesus is the life.  They also do not give life.  They are infertile, incapable of bringing life to a situation.  A heart which is not stayed on God is a dry, barren place; a wilderness.  Jesus is revealed in the 4th chapter of John as the source of living water.  Without him, then, our lives dry up until we are nothing but a desert.

On the other hand, the person whose hope and trust remains firmly fixed on the Lord can be compared to a lush garden or an oasis.  Even in times of lack or drought, they are watered and filled.  They prosper in times of famine, drought, recession … it doesn’t matter.  In all circumstances they are strong and fruitful.  Their roots are anchored in Jesus so the climate, economic or otherwise, does not affect them.  They are able to receive water and nourishment despite any external circumstances.   They do not fear the forecast because they know who their supply is.  It is well with them.  That is not to say they never have any problems but every problem has an answer and his name is Jesus.  

The more we can learn to daily trust our Lord, the more our lives will exhibit peace.  We can be that well watered tree drawing from the very source of water himself.  Every time any trouble even small ones hit you, turn your face to God.  Trust Him for the solution.  Let Him nourish you and take care of you.  Make an effort to keep your trust in the Lord.

1582. Tuesday, June 18, 2013

Proverb 18: 7

A fool’s mouth is his ruin, and his lips are the snare of his soul.

How much more clearly do you think God needs to express Himself in order for us to understand the importance of what we say?  This is pretty plain language.  Our mouths make fools of us.  They lead to our ruin.  Do you want your soul snared?  Probably not.  Well, the defense against it is to guard your mouth.  Psalm 141: 3 reads, “Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips.”  Interestingly enough the heading for the 141st Psalm is, “An evening prayer for sanctification and protection.”  David knew that if he wanted to be safe and sanctified he needed to watch his mouth.  Moreover, he knew that if he was going to enjoy that protection and sanctification he was going to need help in guarding his mouth.  He petitioned the Holy One, the Almighty to help him with the words of his mouth.  He apparently thought this was an important issue.

How much attention do modern day people pay to what comes from their mouths?  We have some of the most ridiculous statements and repeat them often as if we don’t even hear what we are saying.  Things like, “That scared me to death” or “He drives me crazy”.  Then we wonder why we start losing our minds or start dying before we should.  We have talked ourselves into inescapable snares.  How mindless is that?

I know, some of you are thinking, “Oh, I don’t mean those things when I say them and I don’t really think they have an impact.”  First of all, whether you think they affect your life or not is not the question.  What you think doesn’t change the facts.  Secondly, King David thought the words of his mouth had power to affect his life, so much in fact that he prayed to God for God to guard his mouth so that he wouldn’t say stupid things that could lead to his ruin.  All we prove in our obstinance is that we are foolish.  If we operated in wisdom, we also would guard our mouths and even more importantly, we would pray to the Lord for Him to set a guard over the door of our lips.

One last point ... this verse was taken from the book of Proverbs.  Why is that important?  It is important because the book of Proverbs is the foremost book of wisdom.  The proverbs are pearls of great truth and value, nuggets of wisdom.  If we choose to walk in wisdom instead of foolishness then our choice will lead us into compliance with the advice found in the proverbs.  Seek wisdom and guard your mouth.  Listen to what you are saying and police those words.  This is one of the largest problem areas we have as a body of believers and as a society.  We have shunned this wisdom.  Only a few years ago people understood that what you say is what you get.  Somehow we have lost the wisdom of the past even though many of us were there and were taught these things.  Society is running off in a direction that leads to ruin so do not emulate what you see in the world and what is acceptable in the world.  Adhere to what you find in the Word.  God has your best interest in mind and in His heart and He is trying to lead you into your own personal promised land but you have to cooperate with Him.  The Bible has the words of life so you will fare much better if you will let God’s Word be your guide.  And if you will keep the words of your mouth consistent with what you find in His Word you will do yourself a world of good.  
1583. Wednesday, June 19, 2013

Galatians 5: 6

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.

One of the teachings I have heard on this scripture is that love activates faith.  This reading is bolstered by the King James Version which says, “Faith worketh by love.”  So you can see how people get there.  Or stated in another way, without love faith won’t work.  Whether or not that is the very best rendering of the verse one can certainly understand that faith is fairly useless without love because God is love.  What good is faith going to do us without God?  Without love, in whom is our faith?

At a minimum Paul says that nothing counts for anything except faith working through love and although the construction mentioned above is a bit more subtle you can certainly see how love is a necessary part of exercising faith.  So what does all this rhetoric do for us?  I think it is a laser scope on the rifle barrel of faith.  If we want to learn how to hit our target and aim accurately, then this scripture really zeros us in on the bull's eye.  And I would argue that everything in the Kingdom of God operates by love.  That is the reason Jesus gave us the ONE commandment.  If we will follow the one commandment, to walk in love even as he did, then everything else will fall into place.  Sometimes you may feel that there is so much to learn and so much to do but we can always fall back on the one thing, love.

Paul was sent to preach the message of salvation to the gentiles.  There were many Jews who did not think the message of the Messiah was meant for the gentiles.  Even those who finally accepted the spreading of the gospel to the gentiles wanted them to be converted to Jews in a ritualistic sense.  They wanted them to be circumcised.  Paul spent much time speaking to this debate but we, of the New Covenant, have passed out of ritualistic service into a relationship with the Holy One of Israel.  We are to have circumcised hearts.  In other words, our service is of our heart rather than in any kind of ritualistic demonstration.  That is not to say that there cannot be sacraments performed from the heart.  It just means that the ritual itself is not the central theme.  It is the condition of one’s heart.  We cannot buy our way into heaven or to God by our good works or our adherence to tradition.  Those things can kill you.  What is necessary is, what is important is working faith.  

Paul says what is meaningful is faith working through love.  That necessarily means that we must operate through faith and that we must exercise our faith through an expression of love.  So these are the key elements: faith and love.  We know that without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11: 6) and we know that Jesus gave us just one commandment, the commandment of love.  When you combine the two you arrive at today’s verse, faith and love working together.  And I think it is a fair statement that your faith is not going to be effective without love.  How can it be?  So if you want to operate in the power of God and in the blessing then it stands to reason that you must mix faith with love in your daily walk.  In all things let love and a vigorous faith guide you.

1584. Thursday, June 20, 2013

Psalm 5: 12

For it is You who blesses the righteous man, O Lord, You surround him with favor as with a shield.

When I think of the word “shield” I picture a medieval knight’s shield.  Obviously this passage was written long before those days so we need to think of shield in a broader context.  Visually this shield would look more like a force field.  It surrounds us completely.

This favor of God contains the blessing.  You can see that in the first phrase.  God’s favor will protect you and it will insulate you.  His favor overcomes hardship and, of course, it overcomes the curse.  Yes, the curse is still in the earth and will be until the end times but God has made provision for you.  He has provided His favor so that you do not have to be exposed to the ravages of the curse.  Instead, you live in the blessing (read Deuteronomy 28 for a fuller understanding of the curse and the blessing).

So, you have favor with God.  This always puts me in remembrance of Proverb 3: 3 - 4 which says, “Do not let kindness and truth leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart, so you will find favor and good repute in the sight of God and man.”  You might see here that God wants you living in His favor.  He wants to bless you and surround you with His favor.  His favor paves the path ahead of you and clears away the bramble.  Because it surrounds you, it is the only thing which touches you.  No matter what you encounter, the favor of God goes before you.  It is also your rear guard.  

I wish for you to get a vision of God’s favor preceding you everywhere you go and in everything you do.  If you have an especially important meeting to attend, understand that God’s favor goes before you.  Expect things to work out in your favor.  Expect there to be divine grace on everything you touch.  His favor does far more than just provide a good parking place for you.  It will usher in success in every area of your life.  Because you are completely surrounded by His grace and favor there is absolutely nothing that can get to you without first encountering the favor of God.  The blessing of God is working in your life and the more you recognize this favored status, the more you expect it and thank God for it, the more you will see its manifestation in your life.  It is like that small mustard seed of faith.  It continues to grow as you water it.

So does this mean that you are God’s favorite?  Absolutely yes!!  You are so precious to Him and highly favored.  Let God continually surround you with His favor and enjoy being under His grace.  He is a great and loving Father who longs to show you His lovingkindness.

1585. Friday, June 21, 2013

Psalm 147: 11

The Lord favors those who fear Him, those who wait for His lovingkindness.

The favor of the Lord is for all those who revere Him, for those who love Him.  Is that you?  Of course it is, and that is just how easy it is to qualify for the favors of God.   Are you shouting yet?  Did you, however, see the message of patience woven in the above verse?  And patience is born of confidence.  If you are confident of God’s lovingkindness then you have the patience to await His good favors towards you.  Sometimes that is really the key element to receiving God’s blessings, awaiting Him.  

The importance of having confidence in God cannot be overrated.  When you have a confident attitude towards the promises of God your entire approach to life changes.  Life’s ups and downs become a smooth road.  That is not to say that those challenges do not still arise but instead of getting all excited and reacting to them, you go quietly into that place in your heart where you can touch the presence of God and you rest in His power and love.  Trust in God empowers you to take those issues directly into the throne room and put them in God’s “In Box”.  Then you wait patiently for His favor to manifest.  It will come, it is a certainty, but sometimes you have to wait.  During the waiting period keep confessing your confidence and trust in His grace.  

Once you have given the Father authoritative power in your life He will begin to work out those situations for you before you are even aware they exist.  He is always on the job looking out for your best interest.  Never give up on His lovingkindness because it is going to show up.  Just keep your confession right during the waiting period.  Keep thanking Him for the solution and for His favors.  You are going to see the manifestation of His grace daily.  He is that good.
1586. Monday, June 24, 2013

Psalm 147: 1 – 3

Praise the Lord!  For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant and praise is becoming.  The Lord builds up Jerusalem; He gathers the outcasts of Israel.  He heals the broken hearted, and binds up their wounds.

One of the things that the Lord showed me about this passage is that praise is a good way to unleash God’s goodness.  This psalm begins with encouraging us to praise the Lord and the author tells us that praise is good and it is becoming.  So praise is good on its own accord.  As I continued to read, though, God showed me that after the verse on praise came the revelation of God building up His people.  It is not a mistake that the verses are in the order that they are.  God is attempting to show us that praise is a force of its own.  When we praise our Lord and Father we release His ministering spirits and arrest the evil ones.  Satan and his minions cannot bear to be in the presence of sincere praise.  God shows us through these verses that when we are in need we can bring His power onto the scene by immersing ourselves in praise.

As you read these verses you need to remind yourself to replace Jerusalem and Israel with your name.  You are the new covenant Israel.  God has now made His home in our hearts.  We have become His Holy temple.  So, when you read, above, how he builds up Israel and Jerusalem you must understand that is speaking about you.  He builds you up and restores you. 

God is not withholding any of his good favors but there are forces at work in the earth that block our receiving.  Praise and thanksgiving are sure ways to unblock those constrictions so that the blessings of God can flow.  Praise has restorative powers of its own.  You may find you feel better when you begin to praise the Lord.  It is a great cure for depression and even when you are a bit under the weather.  If you praise the Lord when you are tired you will find renewed strength.  Praise is a powerful tool and I encourage you to utilize it.
1587. Tuesday, June 25, 2013

Mathew 12: 36 – 37

And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of judgment.  For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned.  

Here we are again learning about the words of our mouth.  This verse is frightening.  I just wonder how many careless words I have spoken.  Jesus clearly is calling our attention to what we say and it would seem that those sort of idle, colloquial sayings that we so mindlessly rattle off do have consequences.  If this passage of scripture teaches us anything it ought to teach us to be mindful of what we say.

I remember a story told by a minister.  She would frequently use the expression, “I was blown away” or “That just blows me away.”  Then one day God arrested her thoughts and made her conscious of the words she was using.  Although that expression was very common and popular at the time, God told her to stop speaking it.  When we use language of that sort we do not mean it literally.  But then, why should we say it if we don’t mean it?  At best it is careless language and that is exactly what Jesus warns us about in verse 36.  Well, this minister obeyed God and she got a real revelation when shortly thereafter she was preaching a meeting and a tornado came through and tore off part of the building they were meeting in.  She was very glad that she had stopped confessing that she was blown away.  Would she have literally been blown away if she had not stopped saying that?  I don’t know but the repetition of that statement certainly was not adding value to her life.  And who knows, maybe we do speak into existence things that we wish we had not.  Most of the time we pay so little attention to the things we say that we do not even realize when something that we have repeated does in fact manifest.

I know that when some people here messages about the words of our mouth they minimalize them.  They scoff and don’t believe that words have that much power.  That is exactly why we have to preach these messages over and over again.  We must accept that our words do matter.  They are important enough that Jesus said that we would either be justified or condemned by them.  They are important enough that Jesus preached on the words of our mouth more than once.  That singular fact ought to say something to us.

Also, there must have been a reason why God taught that minister to stop using the “blown away” expression.  He does not act or instruct without a purpose.  It seems to me that God was teaching that minister as Jesus is teaching us in this passage of scripture that what comes out of your mouth is vitally important.  Think about having to account for every single careless word.  But do not worry.  Jesus did not say these words as a threat; he is teaching.  He wants us to guard our mouths so that we do not get ourselves into trouble.  Jesus and the Father, as well as the Holy Spirit, are trying to help us, not hurt us.  The Holy Spirit is to lead us into all truth.  That is a good thing.  And it is in our interest to follow truth.  So when Jesus tells us that our words will justify or condemn us he is trying to help us.  He is leading us onto a safe path.  

And don’t be misled into thinking that we are only going to account for our words in the great hereafter.  Our words can condemn us or lift us up right here on good old planet earth.  If that minister continued to confess that she was blown away and then the tornado really did blow her away would it be too great a speculation to say her words condemned her?  I don’t think so.

One thing you should know, though, is that Jesus does not preach messages of fear.  However, he does want people to guard their mouths.  If you are concerned that you might have words hanging you, begin with prayer.  Repent of all the careless words you have every spoken.  Ask the Father to redeem them, to eradicate them.  Then turn and go the other way. That is what repentance is; turning away from some course of action.  Repentance is not just asking the Father for forgiveness.  That is only the first step.  The next step is to change your behavior.  Don’t keep doing what you just begged forgiveness for.  So pray about the careless words that you have spoken and then set a guard over your lips.  Ask the Holy Spirit to guard your mouth.  Believe me; we all need his help with our mouths.  Look at Jesus’ words closely.  He is leading us into truth and life.

1588. Wednesday, June 26, 2013

Psalm 145: 16

New Life Version

You open Your hand and fill the desire of every living thing.

God is not withholding from us.  He is attempting to pour out to us.   Sometimes we can have a hard time comprehending or remembering how gracious and generous God really is.   This verse shows us that God’s generosity goes beyond meeting our needs.  He even fills the desires of our hearts.  That can be a difficult concept to grasp if you haven’t come to think of God satisfying your needs.  He can and will bless you up your ability to gratefully receive.

The main reason people seem unable to receive is that they perceive themselves as unworthy.  Well, you are unworthy and so am I in our own righteousness but God put in place a genius rescue plan by which we became worthy in Jesus.  He is our righteousness and he made us the righteousness of God through his victory.

Another reason people may find it difficult to receive blessing from God is that they know in their hearts that they do not know either Him or Jesus very well.  You see, it is these internal perspectives that prevent us from receiving from God.   If we really know that we are okay in God’s eyes and have any perception at all of His great love for us then we become like children.  We are able to receive just because He loves us.  Kids don’t worry if they are worthy of our love.  They can receive gifts without questioning anything.  Hopefully they are grateful.  They also believe that it is alright for us to bless them.  In their eyes, that is part of our function.  

Oh that we could see our Father as a generous benefactor.  I wonder what causes us to change as we get older.  Is it our sin consciousness that makes us feel unworthy?  If so, then we just need a greater revelation of what Jesus has done for us.  Everything that God has done since the beginning has been so that he could have us as His children.  He still wants to bring you into close personal fellowship with Him.  He is still opening His hand to meet all of your needs and to fill your desires.  Everything is in His hand and He is opening it for you.

1589. Thursday, June 27, 2013

Deuteronomy 30: 9

And the Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in every work of your hand, in the fruit of your body, of your cattle, of your land, for good; for the Lord will again delight in prospering you, as He took delight in your fathers.

God enjoys blessing you.  He takes delight in causing you to be successful in everything you do.  That is what the favor of God does for you.  It goes before you and prepares the way for you and causes people to treat you favorably.  

This world can be a tough place to live but working with God is how you not only survive it but excel.  His blessing and His favor make life easier.  I find that the more I walk with the Lord the less stress I have in my life.  That is not to say that I don’t still have to face obstacles.  It is just that the favor of the Lord and His blessing help you through the problems.

Our Father is a benevolent parent and guardian.  He is looking out for us and wants to lavish upon us His goodness.  Our job is to be grateful; to thank Him for all of His kindness towards us and to tell others about our loving father.

One of our Father’s greatest desires is to be a blessing to you.  He wants to bless the work of your hand and everything that you set your hand to.  Invite Him into your work and your hobbies and everything you do.  Let Him be a part of your family and teach your children to walk in His grace.  Then they will be a blessing to you all the days of your life.  Enjoy His blessing today for it is His good pleasure to be a blessing in your life today.

1590. Friday, June 28, 2013

1 John 5: 5

And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

You have overcoming power.  You can be an overcomer.  You do not have to take what the world dishes out or live under the world’s regime.  There is a way out for you.  Jesus is the way (John 14: 6).  Both John 14: 6 and today’s Word of the Day verse were written by a man who should know.  People tried to kill him, they boiled him in oil, but he could not be killed.  He understood that his belief in Jesus gave him overcoming power.  Finally the authorities sentenced him to exile on the island of Patmos where he wrote enduring books of faith which are still blessing us to this day.  He spent time in prayer and meditation and received the great revelation which became the book of Revelations.

This is the same man who is known as the Apostle of Love.  Is it possible that his revelation of the love of God and his overcoming ability are linked?  It could well be.  There is no force in heaven or earth that is more powerful than the love of God.  And, one can never have a true revelation of Jesus as the Son of God without a recognition of that prevailing love for, afterall, it was the love of God that sent Jesus into the earth in order to save us (John 3: 16).  

The revelation, the understanding that God loves us so much that He gave everything for us instills in us a level of belief and confidence in our God and our savior that we are able to live beyond the fray.  That love gives us overcoming power.  The more we understand the depth of the Father’s love the greater our understanding of His awesome provision for us.  His love and our appreciation of it give us power that overcomes the world.  No problem in this world is bigger than His love.  The problems are smaller than Jesus.  He has saved you from them all.  Immerse yourself in the saving grace of God and be an overcomer in Jesus.

1591. Monday, July 01, 2013

Matthew 19: 16

And behold, one came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal life?”

This is a question that should no longer be relevant.  The issue is not what we could or should do but rather what Jesus has already done.  Jesus purchased eternal life for us with his blood.  The price has been paid.  The truth of the matter is, though, that sometimes we do still try to earn our salvation or earn God’s love.  Even though intellectually we know that Jesus has already provided salvation and that there is nothing we need do, subliminally we still try to be good enough.  We know better in our minds but in our hearts there is still a drive to earn God’s gifts.  We need to be more conscious of our motivation, of what moves us.

Good works are, well, good.  But they can be a stench in God’s nostrils when we perform them because we think we should or because of necessity.  God has given us eternal life.  You cannot earn a gift.  In the same way we should give God gifts of love.  Perhaps your love and devotion for God creates in you a desire for good works.  Perhaps you give money or gifts because you want to bless God and bless His children.  God is blessed when you bless His children but He always weighs your heart.  When your gift is motivated by love, then it is a pleasant aroma to the Father.  When your motivation is caused by a need to earn God’s love or to be worthy of His great gifts, then it is repugnant to God because it throws His free gift of Jesus in His face.  It is very offensive to the Father.

Check your heart.  Why do you do the things you do?  Do you have a sin consciousness that drives you?  Have you freely received all that God has done for you?  When you do receive freely, knowing that you were not and are not worthy, then love, appreciation and thankfulness arise.  Then out of that overflowing joy you become a great giver just like your Father.  Receive freely, give freely.  Be blessed and be a blessing.  That is how it works and you will be guilt free.

1592. Tuesday, July 2, 2013

2 Samuel 6: 11

Thus the ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obededom the Gittite three months, and the Lord blessed Obededom and all his household.

Wherever the Lord is, there is blessing.  Obededom enjoyed so much blessing and abundance that people took notice.  King David was moving the ark to the city of David when he and his party encountered a problem so he left the ark in the house of Obededom.  Then the prosperity and blessing on the house of Obededom was so great that it was reported to David.

To my way of thinking this is how it should be for Christians.  The favor of God should shine so brightly in our lives that people everywhere recognize the awesome power of our God.  There should be no doubt in anyone’s mind that there is a God and who that God is.  He is the God of Abraham and Isaac.  He is God Almighty, creator and King.  He is the one who sent Jesus into the earth and anointed him with power.

God no longer lives in the ark though.  His power is not in the ark.  The new covenant has made his children his abode.  He has taken up residence in the hearts of those who love Him and who call Him Lord.  He is our God and we have become His people.  Even when we were lost and without a lord to look after us, He sought us and saved us.  Now the awesome power of God is alive within us.

There is no reason that you cannot be as blessed as Obededom.  As a matter of fact, you should be more blessed since God has made you His tabernacle.  Everyone around you should see the blessing of God on you and therefore be unable to deny the victory producing power of our God.  We must first believe that He is an awesome God and that He wishes to bless us.  Then through our belief others can be blessed and introduced to the King of Creation and the Lord of all.  How awesome is your God?  In Him is everything you need.
1593. Wednesday, July 3, 2013

2 Samuel 5: 20

So David came to Baal-perazim, and defeated them there; and he said, “The Lord has broken through my enemies before me like the breakthrough of waters.”  Therefore he named that place Baal-perazim.

Do you need a breakthrough today?  Well, be encouraged because our God is the Lord of the breakthrough.

Sometimes you have a hard battle before you.   Perhaps it is something you have struggled with for years but you have never been able to completely overcome the problem.  We all have those sorts of issues in our lives.  You might win a battle or two but then it seems the problem gains new strength.  In these cases you need a breakthrough; a once for all victory.

When I read this verse I always see a large, strong dam.  In the blink of an eye, almost, that dam is reduced to rubble by the water breaking through.  And even though the dam is rigid and strong while the water is soft and malleable, still the power of the water will destroy the strong dam.  In the same way God will breakthrough even the toughest problem that is damming up your life.  

Now here is the rub.  These kinds of breakthroughs do not always come easily.  They are a promise of God and He will come through.  I can promise you that.  But you have an enemy.  That should be obvious from the strength and size of the problem.  The enemy has fought you at every turn and even though you have won some battles he comes again and reinforces that problem so that it is as vexing as ever.  You are not going to win wars of this size with a two minute prayer.  You have to become a prayer warrior.  Do you remember when Daniel prayed and God’s angel told him that his prayer was heard the first day he prayed but that the enemy had withstood him for twenty-one days?  The story is found in Daniel 10: 12 – 13.  God will breakthrough for you just like He did for Daniel, but your prayers are part of the artillery in this war.  You can overcome even the toughest challenge but you must commit yourself to prayer.

You have God’s promise and it is His unbreakable oath.  You have the example of Daniel who did receive that for which he prayed.  Now you need a little faith, just enough for you to set yourself to prayer believing that God will come through for you.  Then the next thing you know He will give you such an enormous breakthrough in that problem area that you will be amazed.   God is standing by.  He has a host of angels and ministering spirits at the ready.  You, however, are the captain of your life whether we wish that responsibility or not.  God will not invade your life.  He will not overcome your self-determination.  So give God and the Holy Spirit permission to wage war and then support them with prayer.  You are a mighty warrior in Christ.  Loose the ministering spirits and let God give you a dramatic breakthrough.
July 4th Holiday

1594. Monday, July 8, 2013
Jeremiah 29: 11 

“For I know the plans that I have for you,” declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.

This has become a favorite verse of mine.  As a matter of fact, it is on a card right on my desk because I like to remind myself that God has a good plan for my life.  With all that happens in the course of a week or a month, sometimes you need to remind yourself that God has a plan.  It is easy to get bogged down in the day to day struggles and busyness and forget that God is planning for your future.  And this is true even if you are 85 years old.  God always has a plan for your future.  Importantly, we need to acknowledge that His plan for us is to fare well.  All of His plans for us are for good, never for calamity.  That is a very important point that we must settle in our hearts.  Many Christians, too many Christians, are not really convinced that God longs to be good to them.  God is for you, not against you.  He is not trying to break your back or punish you.  He is trying to bless you.  He wants to pour good things into your life.  He is handicapped until we receive this important truth.

How can God convey the truth of His good plan for us?  He wrote it all down in a book but we discount the value of the book.  He sends messenger after messenger but, again, we deny their calling and anointing and dismiss the message that God has given them to deliver to us.  How then can God communicate with us?  How can He tell you that He loves you and that He has a good plan for you, a plan for blessing?  In what way can He communicate with us?  We have become hard of hearing.  Because of our hearing deficiency we have become apathetic.  Truth be known we have not only become apathetic, we have also become pathetic.  We lack power, conviction, dedication.  We do not look like children of an omnipotent (all powerful) God.  We are weak so our God looks weak.  We don’t know our Covenant with God nor do we know our rights because we deny the two most common ways God uses to teach us, His Word and His sent ones.

We need a voice crying out in the desert.  “Make ready the way of the Lord.”  Jesus is coming back and he is coming for a mighty church.  We, the church of the All Mighty, must arise.  We need to awaken and walk in the truth.  God has a huge plan for us.   Awaken and hear the truth.  Open your eyes and see what God has spoken to you in His Word.  Not only can you have everything that is written there but also it is God’s will that you do.  He has prepared these blessings for His children so that you may fare well and have a great future.  He didn’t sacrifice His son so that we can live puny, defeated lives.  He gave all so that we could arise and walk with Him in His glory.

You are God’s miracle.  You are His greatest creation.  Everything He has done since the dawn of time is so that in this day, in this month and in this year you can live the victory that He has created for you.  He has created a good plan for you, a plan for success not failure.  Oh mighty church of the Holy One, arise and hear your God.  Arise and serve Him with vigor.  Let apathy be in your past and zeal be your future.  Let the Lord, our God speak to you and show you His good plan.  Arise with faith and with belief.  Awaken and seek Him!  Open your Bible.  Delve into it and see all of His good word for you and to you.  Behold the good plan He has created for you.  Hear the Word of the Lord and be blessed.
1595. Tuesday, July 9, 2013

Jeremiah 29: 11 – 14

“For I know the plans that I have for you,” declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.  

12 Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  13 “And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.  14 And I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and I will restore your fortunes ….

We have established that God has a good plan for us, a plan for our well-being.  But, how do we discover His plan for us?  Verses 12 – 14 complete the story for us.  Seek God.  It is that simple.  He has a plan for you, a plan that He wishes to communicate to you.  He says, “Come to me, pray to me and I will listen to you.”  He tells us that if we will seek Him we will find Him.  

When God says that He will restore your fortunes do not think only of money.  When you seek God, when you spend time praying to Him you will find yourself fortunate.  What does that mean to you, being fortunate?  I think it means that you are blessed in all things.  All of life works for you.  Little things as well as the big issues of life just work better.  People may call you lucky but you and I know it is not luck.  It is the blessing of the Lord.  The more you pray, the more you seek the Lord, the luckier you become.  

When you put the three verses together for today you do end up with a good plan for your life.  Spend time everyday talking with God.  Seek Him with all your heart.  That is your business plan.  If you will do that, He will reveal His wisdom to you and will show you a good plan for your life, a plan for faring well, a plan for success.  He will tell you how to build your business, how to raise your children; how to take care of your body and everything else you need to know in order to enjoy your life.  God really does want to help you with every facet of your life so go to Him and partake of His knowledge and wisdom.  Let Him guide you into a great plan.

1596. Wednesday, July 10, 2013

Jeremiah 30: 16
Therefore all who devour you shall be devoured; and all your adversaries, every one of them, shall go into captivity; and those who plunder you shall be for plunder, and all who prey upon you I will give for prey.

This verse is very similar in tone to Genesis 12: 3 which reads, “I will bless those who bless you and the one who curses you I will curse.”  When you understand these verses you might find more sympathy for your enemies and find forgiving them a bit easier.

I have seen the truth of these statements played out in the real world.  There is a blessing on you.  That blessing is the blessing of the Lord.  Because God’s blessing is resting on you when people bless you, the blessing overflows onto them.  However, when they act against the blessing only bad can come to them.  

The blessing of the Lord works for whomever will work with it.  In like manner we can work with this spiritual principle in order to keep ourselves in the blessing.  The same logic applies.  When you bless someone who is under the blessing of the Lord, then the blessing that is on them increases to you.  That is why it is foolish not to give into the ministries of the Lord.  You do yourself a great favor.  In the same way, exercise your wisdom in all of your dealings with the blessed of the Lord.  Even though you have been anointed with the oil of God’s blessing you can dangerously interrupt its flow by treating God’s people unfavorably.  If you are unkind to God’s blessed then you are going to damage your own blessing.  Therefore, don’t be foolish.  Let God’s blessing flow through every aspect of your life.  It is His desire to see you continue in His blessing.

Be quick to forgive those who use you or mistreat you.  They have just elected to become prey for another.  They are pitiable and need your prayers.  They would not so treat you if they had any understanding or maturity in the things of God.  And since they are without maturity it is a reasonable speculation that they are spending little time with God or do not have a good prayer life.  They, therefore, really need your help.  I know they do not deserve your kindness but remember that they are weak.  They lack the spiritual maturity to act as an adult child of the King.  You are going to see damage in their lives.  You are going to see their lives going astray or encountering problem after problem.  They have made themselves carrion for the vultures of this world.  Have pity on them.  Help them.  

The blessing on you is strong and cannot be denied.  It cannot be destroyed except by you so foremost guard your blessed life by not causing harm or distress to God’s anointed.  Secondly, bless God’s own so that your favor will increase.  And lastly, have compassion on those who treat you badly because they have just signed their own mistreatment letter.  Pray for them and lift them up.  You are the chosen of the Lord.  Be blessed and a blessing.

1597. Thursday, July 11, 2013

Jeremiah 30: 17

For I will restore you to health and I will heal you of your wounds, declares the Lord.

Yesterday’s verse of the Day was verse 16 which revealed that God is our defender and our justice.  It is He who will pay back anyone who harms us.  He will plunder anyone who plunders you and devour them, for God’s intent is to protect you, restore you and heal you.  He has good plans for you.  He wants to make you whole which means healing you from every injury.

I have discovered that the injuries which disable us most significantly are the injuries to our emotions.  It is important, therefore, to recognize that God can heal your emotional wounds and remove those scars just as He is able to heal all of your physical woes.  There is not one need that He is unable to fill.  He is the God of more than enough.  He knows your thoughts, your worries and your hurts.  He is compassionate and gentle and well able to heal all of your wounds.

Our part is first to believe.  God can do nothing if we do not first believe.  Our belief opens the door to His ministrations.  Secondly, we must allow Him to heal us.  Imagine that you let God in the door but then will not allow Him to treat you.  People often fear that the treatment is going to hurt.  Honestly, it is not always pleasant but you feel so much better afterwards and walk in healing and wholeness the rest of your life.  Have you ever had an infected toe that had to be lanced in order to remove the infection?  Well, that is not a very pleasurable experience but the pain is very short lived and you get the use of your foot back.  Do you really want to go around the rest of your life limping because of an infected toe?  And guess what happens if you do not take care of the infection in your toe.  It grows and increases and can become very serious.  But if we will endure just a little discomfort now, we can prevent great suffering.  Not only that, but we can live in health and wholeness.  If you have suffered a sickness or injury and then recovered you know what a delight it is to return to health.

So, don’t carry around injuries from the past either in your body or in your emotions.  Jesus really is the great healer.  Let him spend time ministering to your wounds.  He is going to heal you and give you back what was stolen from you.  There is not one ailment that He cannot heal.  Receive from Him all that you want and all that you need for it is His desire to restore you.  Let the fullness of the blessing flow through your life in Jesus’ name.

1598. Friday, July 12, 2013

Romans 15: 27

Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them.  For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them also in materials things.

In this passage, Paul is referring to a financial gift sent from Macedonia and Achaia to Jerusalem.  Paul was on his way to Jerusalem to deliver this gift.  So in writing to the Romans he tells them that he may yet be able to make his way to the church in Rome by way of this task of his.

In his letter to the Romans Paul explains the logistics of his travels but he does not stop there.  He goes on to say why his journey is taking him to Jerusalem and then to explain the nature of the gift.  In so doing Paul teaches the Romans about giving.  Paul surprises me though.  I almost find myself holding my breath as I read his words because of the boldness of his writing.  He tells his readers plainly that it is just and proper for them to make financial and material gifts in exchange for the spiritual gifts that they receive.

Very few preachers today, myself included, have the guts to say it as plainly as did Paul.  Perhaps we fear we will lose patrons.  Perhaps we fear the labels others will put upon us.  Perhaps it is time that we taught as Paul taught though, time for us to follow his example instead of hiding in the shadows.

Most of what ministers give us today, they give us for free.  That is not to say that we should just take and take and never reciprocate.  The Macedonians and Achaeans were freely given spiritual gifts but they sought to return the blessing in the way that they could.  Paul said that they were pleased to do so which speaks well of those two Christian churches but he also said that they were indebted to those who sent to them spiritual gifts.

I can hear Paul reaching out to us today telling us that we are indebted too.  We owe a debt of gratitude and financial support to those who have fed us spiritually.  Have we become so fleshly that we discount the value of spiritual gifts?  Or have we just become a culture of takers?  I will not postulate on all of the sociological factors that cause us not to give.  Let us rather just decide in our hearts that despite the reasons, despite the excuses, we will emulate the people of Macedonia and Achaia and become joyful and grateful givers.  We live in the most prosperous nation in the world.  We have more material wealth than most people of the world can even imagine.  We could be great supporters of the ministries of God if we so chose.  It is high time we act like people of the Kingdom.  It is time that we arise as proud followers of Christ and show our support.  Let us not hide any longer but rather proudly pronounce our dedication to the Lord Jesus Christ and build the church of the Lord with our time, our talents, and yes, our dollars.  Let us live our Christianity out loud.
1599. Monday, July 15, 2013

Deuteronomy 28: 1 – 9, 11 - 14
Now it shall be, if you will diligently obey the Lord your God, being careful to do all His commandments which I command you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth.  2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you will obey the Lord your God.  3 Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country.  4 Blessed shall you be in the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground and the offspring of your beasts, the increase of your heard and the young of your flock.  5 Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.  6 Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.  7 The Lord will cause your enemies who rise up against you to be defeated before you; they shall come out against you one way and shall flee before you seven ways.  8 The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your barns and in all that you put your hand to, and He will bless you in the land which the Lord your God gives you.  9 The Lord will establish you as a holy people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you will keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and walk in His ways.  

11 And the Lord will make you abound in prosperity, in the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your beast and in the produce of your ground, in the land which the Lord swore to you fathers to give you.  12 The Lord will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow.  13 And the Lord shall make you the head and not the tail, and you only shall be above, and you shall not be underneath, if you will listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, which I charge you today, to observe them carefully, 14 and do not turn aside from any of the words which I command you today, to the right or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

Okay, so it was a lot to read.  I know.  It is imperative, though, that you know this information.  Without this knowledge you are handicapped.  This is the blessing.  It is a large part of your covenant with God.  This is His promise to you of well-being.  You should know, however, that this is not the blessing in its entirety.  It got even better when Jesus came and sealed it in his blood.  So at some level, this is the watered down version.  This is the pre-Christ blessing.  When Jesus came he made it even better.  Hebrews 8: 6 says, “But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.”  I have to say, though, that this promise or this articulation of the blessing is pretty good.

Even though this is a long passage I encourage you to re-read it and think about each promise.  Compare the elements of the blessing to today’s economy and society.  You may have to do a little translating in your mind.  Think about your checkbook, your business, your home, etc.  God is telling you as plainly as He can that the blessing extends to every single area of your life.

One last note; also take notice of your part in the blessing.  All of this promise is for you but you have a role and a responsibility in it too.  You must obey the Lord (v. 2).  Okay, that stands to reason, but how do you obey Him if you don’t even know what He is saying to you?  You must keep His commandments and walk in His ways (v. 9).  The point that I wish to make is that you must seek His ways and understand His word to you.  That is to say, it may be difficult to have this blessing come upon you and overtake you if you never read your Bible or pray.  Remember, God blesses the work of your hand not the seat of your britches.  You have to do something and in this case it means that you must be an active Christian.  You cannot be a Christian in name only and have these blessings overtake you.  You must obey the Lord your God because His instructions are leading you into His abundance.  If you don’t know any of what His Word says, how are you going to obey Him?  I tell you this in order to encourage you because I wish to see you enormously blessed.  That is God’s desire for you.  He gave you this blessing because He wants you blessed.  Be blessed and be a blessing.

1600. Tuesday, July 16, 2013

Deuteronomy 28: 15 

But it shall come about, if you will not obey the Lord your God, to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you.  

You know now about the blessing.  We saw it in yesterday’s passage.  Let’s talk about the curse a little because there is a curse as well as a blessing.  We can see its affects all around us.  As a Christian you are under the blessing rather than under the curse.  Jesus won that position and right for you.  So, because we are in him, we are in the blessing.  Therefore, live no longer under the curse.  However, for those without the grace of God guarding their lives, the curse is constantly invading their otherwise happy life.

The sad truth is that many Christians still live under the power of the curse.  They do not know their rights therefore they do not live within their prerogatives.  That is why it is so important that you know scripture like Deuteronomy 28: 1-14.  You must hear those words ringing through your spirit and mind.  You should hear the echo that you are blessed coming in and going out, in the city and in the country and in all that you set your hand to. 

Because the effects of the curse are so loud and so prevalent in our society, I want to encourage you to live in denial.  No, not in the psychological sense which is to live not acknowledging the truth.  In fact, what I propose is actually the opposite.  I want you to deny the disinformation that you are being told and learn to live in ultimate truth.  I want you to deny what the world tells you every day.  We have been a disobedient people so the curse has come to roost in our land but that does not mean that it must settle on your house.  You are the blessed, not the cursed.  You have the blessing of Abraham.  Live in it.  You do not have to be feeble in mind or body.  That is in the curse.  You do not have to be broke or in need.  Your children should be a blessing to you, not a curse.  Sickness and disease are not in the blessing.  They are in the curse and you can live apart from them.

Ever since my fortieth birthday people have been telling me how my body will begin to fail and my mind lose its sharpness.  These people think they are telling me the truth but it is only the truth according to Satan and the curse.  Satan is not my Lord so I do not have to live according to his paradigm and neither do you.  I have thus decided to live in denial of those negative pronouncements.  I deny their power over me and elevate what God has to say about my body and my mind.  So now fourteen years later for my birthday I rode 70 miles in two days on a mountain bike.  That is about 69 miles further than I could have ridden on my fortieth birthday.  So who has ultimate truth?  Jesus is the truth (John 14: 6) and he is the only place you can get truth.  

So don’t believe what your negative neighbor has to say.  Don’t take the media reports to heart (literally).  If a person’s words do not agree with the Word of God, cast them out.  You can live above the curse and it is your destiny to do so but you must deny the “wisdom” of the world and live in the glory of the Word.  

1601. Wednesday, July 17, 2013

Deuteronomy 30: 19 – 20

I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse.  So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants.

God is never going to make your choices for you.  Your free will is very important to him and he will not violate it but this has got to be about as plain as anyone can make it.  He says, the choice is yours, life or death, blessing or curse but then he goes on to tell us, “Choose the blessing, choose life.”  God is gracious and kind but I hear in my head something more like, “Choose the blessing fool” because you have to be a bit of a nutter to choose the curse, don’t you?  And yet, people choose the curse every single day.  The main reason for this is ignorance.  They don’t even know that God has given them a choice.  They don’t realize that there is a blessing and a curse.  One of the biggest problems with Christians is that they are still attributing the ravages of the curse to God.  I know that sounds senseless but they just don’t know any better.  We hear the news media blaring negativity at us 24/7 and it infiltrates our thinking.  We have negative friends and family who spread their version of doom and gloom.  Most people, including Christians, don’t even know the truth, they don’t know about the promises so how can they cling to the truth of God.

As a society we have forgotten about Satan.  The children dress up in cute, little, red devil suits on Halloween and that image has replaced our understanding about the real devil.  He is alive and working and the more we have ignored his existence the greater his power has grown.  If you compare the 1950’s with 2013 in America you can see a huge shift in our cognition of God and Satan and their places in our society.  We have shifted significantly so that even Christians are becoming increasingly ignorant about the impact of Satan and his forces on our lives.  When something bad happens in our lives we ask, “Why has God done this to me?”  This statement so clearly demonstrates our confusion over who the operator of the blessing is and who the propagator of the curse is.  God is the author of all things good.  He pours out blessing not cursing.  Satan is running rampant spreading the curse and blaming it on God.  And we have fallen for it.  That is the saddest thing of all.  But when we recognize that we have a good God and that He has made provision for us to live in the blessing then we can begin to also identify the effects of the devil and thus make a wise choice to live in the blessing rather than under the curse.  There is a choice to be made.  Choose wisely.
1602. Thursday, July 18, 2013

Deuteronomy 28: 10

So all the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of you.

Let me review the construction of Deuteronomy 28 for you.  The first 14 verses are the recitation of the blessing.  On Monday, however, I left out verse 10 so that I could use it today and you could see it on its own.  Then beginning in verse 15 is the listing of the curse.  Finally, in verses 19 and 20 God lays out the choice between blessing and curse, life and death and encourages us to choose life and blessing.

God wants you to live a good life, a blessed life.  He has a good plan for you.  But the blessing is not only about us individually.  There is a larger context to the blessing and I believe for some of you this may be a greater motivator than your own prosperity and well-being.  

The blessing is also meant as a sign to all people.  People should see the blessing in operation in our lives and realize that it is our God who causes us to prosper.  They should see us doing well and remark, “They must be Christians!”  

We are also meant to prosper and excel so that we can serve others with our wealth.  Do you remember verse 12 which says that you shall lend to all nations but shall not borrow?  You are meant to be a blessing to others.  You cannot do great Christian work if you’re broke.  It is just the truth.  We should live blessed lives, which has a two-fold manifestation.  It necessarily means that our needs are met but it also means that there is an abundance left over so that we can bless others.  So am I going too far to say that you have a duty to grow in the blessing?  I don’t think so although it may sound like a bold statement.  Your living and your giving are (or can be) great testimonies.  Succeed in the blessing.  Let God pour out upon you richly but then don’t spend it all on your own desires.  Let the blessing which is upon you flow on to others.  By this the Kingdom of God is glorified.  Be blessed and be a blessing.
1603. Friday, July 19, 2013

Deut. 31: 5

And the Lord is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you.  He will not fail you or forsake you.  Do not fear, or be dismayed.

Deut. 1: 30

The Lord your God who goes before you will Himself fight on your behalf.

You are not alone and you never need feel alone again.  Wherever you go, there is God.  And no matter what situations you face, God is going through them before you.  He is your forward guard.  

Imagine an infantry battle and you are the general.  Everywhere you go there is a group of highly trained soldiers who precede you.  They clear out the dangers and the ambushes before you arrive.  You never even see battle because your forward guard fights for you.  How much better is it, then, that instead of having a platoon of soldiers you have God Almighty?  He is going out before you to prepare the way for your arrival.  He is always with you, never forsakes you.  Even when you are sleeping He is watching over you and fighting your battles for you.

God wants you to put your trust in Him so that you do not experience fear.  Don’t be discouraged.  Don’t be dismayed.  He is alive and well and able to defend you.  He is an impregnable fortress and a mighty force.

I know that you sometimes feel alone and you feel that your enemies are not only surrounding you but that they are getting the upper hand.  But don’t you believe it.  When you feel that way hold the truth up before your eyes, reminding yourself of the awesome love and power of your Father.  Hold these verses up and renew your mind to His defense and protection of you.  Know that you are never alone and never forsaken.  The most powerful being in the universe, in all of existence loves you and goes before you so that you will be safe and secure.  He is with you always and will never abandon you.

1604. Tuesday, July 23, 2013

2 Corinthians 10: 4-5

… for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

We reminded ourselves yesterday that our enemy is not that person who is a constant nuisance.  Our real enemy is the devil.  He is waging a spiritual battle against us so our weapons and our defenses must likewise be spiritual.  There is no point in battling the person or people who are antagonizing you.  There is absolutely no point in trying to defend yourself with conventional means.  This is a spiritual battle so you must fight with spiritual weapons.

So, what spiritual weapons do you have?  Of course the first and most important is the Bible.  Honestly, there is a tool ensconced within its pages for every situation you face.  Once you find some passages that speak to your situation you can begin to speak those words.  Your confession, the way you speak about your situation has everything to do with the outcome.  The words of your mouth are a second and important weapon.  

Then too you have prayer but it is important that you pray over the problem in accord with the Word so when you pray about your situation the first time you should ask God to show you scriptures that will help you and ask Him to lead and guide you as relates to your circumstance but also in prayer and in reading your Bible.  Follow His leading and begin to pray directly about the problem.  In subsequent prayers you will not need to continue to pray for the solution.  You receive the solution when you pray the first time.  Afterwards use your prayer time to thank the Father for the answer to your prayer.  Also, any time doubt enters your mind, refute it with thanksgiving that your Father has already answered your prayer.  Just keep thanking Him and confessing your victory in Jesus.  Speak the Word of God to your problem and command it to obey God.  Some problems are more difficult than others but eventually they must all bow to the Name of Jesus.

And don’t forget that the Name of Jesus is a powerful spiritual weapon all by itself.  If you don’t know what else to say, just speak that name.  It has power!  It causes every demon to tremble.  Do not underestimate the name of Jesus.  When you combine your faith, your trust in God and the Name of Jesus you will feel the power and comfort surging through you.  Also, if you are really facing a big devil, or a big problem, do not short change yourself on prayer time.  Time in the presence of God will give you strength.  If you don’t know what to say then just be quiet and listen.  Most of us talk too much anyway.  Humble yourself in His presence, tell Him you are there, quiet in mind and spirit, longing to hear from Him and be led by Him.  He will not fail you if you will seek Him.  The most humble time you spend may forge the greatest spiritual weapon of all.  Your armor and shield will be strengthened and you will be renewed and restored.  Let the God of Glory and His son fight for you.  Bow your head at the name of Jesus and let the might of His victory over all of the forces of evil sweep you into supremacy over the problems hounding you.  He is a good God and loves you dearly.  Let His love be the shield that buffets every attack of the devil and then stand and tell of the Glory of our God.

1605. Wednesday, July 23, 3013

Matthew 5: 43- 44

You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy.”  But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you.

It is no surprise that prayer is a powerful spiritual weapon but have you considered that praying for your enemies is too?  Jesus had a revelation of how the spiritual realm works so when he instructed us to pray for our enemies it was because he understood the spiritual ramifications of doing so.  

One of the things I have learned about God is that He is always for you.  Whatever He tells you to do is for your own good.  Therefore, when He tells you to pray for your enemies it is because He is trying to help you.  When He tells you to pray for your enemies you can believe that it is the best thing you can do for yourself.  God knows the situation that you are facing and He knows how to work it out for your good.

Jesus knew very well what it was like to be persecuted so he can relate to whatever you are facing.  Ultimately he triumphed over all of his oppressors and if we will follow his advice we will also gain the victory.  Don’t fight back in the way the world would.  Fight back in the spirit by praying for your enemies and by speaking faith filled words that agree with the Word of God.  Whining and complaining feel good but they are not going to help you overcome.  Eventually you must overcome by waging spiritual warfare.  Pray for your enemies to be healed, pray for God to help them to grow, pray the eyes of their spirit be opened.  Hurting people hurt others so the ones persecuting you are probably themselves hurt.  Entreat your Father to help them and you will be the victor.

1606. Thursday, July 25, 2013

Psalm 107: 6

Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He delivered them out of their distresses.

Sometimes when you are under attack you need a few of these verses which I call “comfort verses.”  The book of Psalms is the place to go when you need encouragement and renewal.  In today’s verse we are reminded that despite the difficulty, regardless of the circumstance, our Father will always reach down and minister blessing and healing to us.  He will rescue us from our most impossible dilemma.

While speaking with someone this week I mentioned that we do not always see the solution to our problems.  Even when the answer is right before us it is not always easy to recognize it.  And I think of the people who commit suicide because they cannot see anyway for their lives to ever improve but we know that there is always an answer.  His name is Jesus.   He can take the most messed up life and turn it around.  

Cry out to the Lord in your distress and let Him help you.  Listen to the voice of His advice.  Go to your Bible, go to your minister and seek help.  God has always delivered His people out of all of their distresses and He will deliver you too.  His ear is tuned to your voice and I promise that He will hearken to your call.
1607. Friday, July 26, 2013

Romans 8: 37

But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.

You are already the victor in Christ Jesus because he has won the battle for you.  He defeated the enemy once and for all.  Now because we are in him we can overcome every time.  And not only do we win but it is an overwhelming victory.

Most of us are living far below our means, if you will.  Jesus has provided the victory for us and yet some of us still live defeated lives.  Why is that?  Intellectually we understand that Jesus has already triumphed for us yet we have to admit that we are not experiencing what today’s verse offers.  Then the question becomes, “Which is truth, our experience or this verse.”  If you want to live like Paul promises here you must resolve that question in favor of the Word over your experience.  Think about it.  What if you let every experience determine your path?  You would be a mess.  You had experiences as a young person that you have learned to overcome.  Isn’t that right?  Just because you are now an adult does not mean that there is nothing left for you to learn.  We should all still be learning and growing.  I doubt that you will leave this earth with all knowledge so as long as you live there is still more for you to learn.

If you can learn to accept God’s Word as absolute truth then your future can be a constant improvement over the past.  Each day new revelations lift you higher.  God has already told us that we are the head and not the tail, above and not beneath (Deut. 28: 13) so when we see today’s verse it is simply the application, the end result of that previous promise, the promise of the blessing.

In every single conflict and challenge you are predestined to win.  But destiny is not a certainty.  We still have choices to make and those choices determine whether we will live our destiny or not.  God has fought the war for you already.  Jesus has already defeated Satan.  You can now live in their victory because of your position in Christ Jesus.  Let today’s Word infiltrate your heart and your mind.  Determine to let God’s Word have the last word in your life.  Let it be your guiding light.  You are more than a conqueror in Christ Jesus and the battle is yours.

1608. Monday, July 29, 2013

2 Samuel 10: 2 - 3

Then David said, “I will show kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, just as his father showed kindness to me.”  So David sent some of his servants to console him concerning his father.  But when David’s servants came to the land of the Ammonites, the princes of the Ammonites said to Hanun their lord, “Do you think that David is honoring your father because he has sent consolers to you?  Has David not sent his servants to you in order to search the city, to spy it out and overthrow it?”

There are some people who put a negative spin on everything and no matter your acts of kindness, despite your best intentions they find a way to criticize everything you do.  You must recognize that there are broken people in the world.  They won’t spend the time with God to receive their healing so they just try to reconstruct the world and the people around them to fit their own paradigm.  These are sad people.  They see complicity in everything.  One has to wonder what lenses they view the world through.  Then there are others who do not criticize everyone but instead have a special treatment for you.  Regardless what you do, they are going to find a way to see negative in it and criticize you.  You just cannot win with these people and there is no point arguing with them.  They have already decided not to like anything you do.  Perhaps they are jealous of you.  Maybe they are carrying around hurt and bitterness inside their hearts and just cannot be gracious and kind.  Don’t worry about these folks.  I know they are going to persecute you every chance they get but really, they are quite pitiful and need your prayers.  I just wonder if Jesus doesn’t sometimes cringe when he hears these negative, critical people.  

A critical nature is not consistent with the Lord Jesus.  He is always kind, always upbeat.  He sees the best in everyone while these folks see the worst in a saint.  I want you to know that Jesus loves you and he is looking out for you.  You have just got to pray for these broken people and put your hope in Jesus to fix them.  In the interim I would recommend that you spend as little time with them as possible.  You cannot win and no matter how you defend your actions it won’t matter.  They have already adjudicated you guilty even before you act.  Don’t let it get under your skin.  When they bother you make sure to put your eyes on Jesus the author and perfecter of your faith.  Go into your prayer closet and have some alone time with Jesus.  

The best counter-measure for folks like the ones in today’s scripture is time with positive, uplifting people.  You need to be around believers and there is no one greater than Jesus for moving the clouds so that the sun shines in.  Look, there are always going to be the negative whiners and naysayers.  You’ve just got to limit your contact with them and increase your time with people who build you up.  Don’t let their junk get you down.  Look to Jesus and our beloved Father and be lifted up.
1609. Tuesday, July 30, 2013

New King James

2 Chronicles 16: 9
For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.

God is searching for people to whom He can show His love and support.  He scans the entire world in search of a heart that is dedicated to Him.  When He finds a devoted soul then He can pour out His love and great gifts.  

That is God’s desire, to find someone upon whom He can lavish His love.  This whole earth and everything on it began because God wished to have a family.  He wanted children and grandchildren.  But some of His children turned against Him.  Now He searches the whole of the earth looking for those who call themselves the children of God; those who have dedicated their hearts to Him.  He wants to show Himself strong on your behalf.  He wants to shower you with His goodness and mercy.  The greatest love of your life is looking for you and you have the power to be chosen.  You are the one who gets to identify yourself as God’s beloved.

There are many of you who are devoted and loyal to our God.  Sometimes in our worship of the Great One, though, we can forsake intimacy.  I find that the lack of intimacy is a problem in the body of Christ.  Read the Song of Solomon if you want a revelation of God’s desire for intimacy with us.  We, collectively, are the bride of Christ.  We are the dear children of our beatific Father.  Doesn’t it make your heart glad to know that you are the apple of His eye?  Do you have grandchildren?  Or do you have fond memories of the love of one of your grandparents?  As great as that love is, it is only a fraction of the love the Father has for you.  

He is looking for you right now so that He can be and provide all that you need.  He will be your strength and your refuge.  He will fight your battles for you and will be your constant shield and guard.  He will bless you coming in and going out.  He is your blessing and your rock.  Let Him hear your voice answering Him.  Let Him be your all in all.
1610. Wednesday, July 31, 2013

Psalm 55: 22

Cast your burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain you; He will never allow the righteous to be shaken.
Do you need a good word, a word of encouragement?  Then I hope you find today’s Word to be the reassurance that you need.  There are so many issues to burden the heart even in the course of a single day but you need not carry that burden.  Your heavenly Father wants you to cast all of your care on to Him.  He wants you to take all of your problems to Him.  He has broad shoulders and can easily bear up under the weight of the world.  And, of course, the problems that are so overwhelming to us are small to Him.  

I want you to seriously consider for a moment what this passage means.  There are two parts of it and each is powerful in its own right but taken together God’s pattern for caring for us emerges. First He has us give our cares to Him and then He sustains us, He takes care of the problem.   We, therefore, are not to “take care” but rather to give the care of all things to the Lord.  Think about having someone who is extremely competent and to whom you can take every single problem knowing that as soon as you turn the problem over it is resolved.  You do not have to even give it another thought.  What a blessing!  Can you sense the kind of peace that would permeate your life?  No struggle, no worries, no concerns; that would be your existence.  And I very much believe this is the exact image that God has in mind for us.  A “care free” life is our inheritance in Christ Jesus.  It is a bit difficult for us to even imagine such a life but it is exactly what God has in mind for us.

What are the cares which are on your mind today?  Would you say that your life is completely care free?  Are there burdens which weigh down your heart?  Are you living in complete peace?  I encourage you today to give all your worries, concerns and burdens to the Lord.  Cast all of your care over to Him.  Let Him bear your heavy load while you live in the peace of the Lord.  
1611. Thursday, August 1, 2013

John 14: 27

Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you.  Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

One of the things I am learning in my walk with the Lord is to follow after peace.  Jesus told us himself that he is our peace.  That means to me that when I have fallen (or leaped) out of peace then I am no longer walking alongside Jesus.  I have left him somewhere and have hence left peace.  I have heard other ministers teach on seeking after and following peace and I have really learned that this is a valuable teaching.  As we become increasingly sensitive we can tell when the peace of the Lord has flown.  I know for myself it is usually right after I have opened my mouth.  Because of my increasing awareness of his peace I know right away that I should have refrained from speaking or perhaps been more gentle and kind in my articulation.

How about you?  Do you have the same experience?  Do you find your peace vacating you during the day?  The more you pay attention to the peace that Jesus is inside of you the more aware you become of the moment that his peace is no longer prevalent.  When that is the case you can begin to walk according to the Spirit on a minute by minute basis.  Perhaps you have a conversation with another person and while there is no disagreement between you none the less you have a bit of an unsettled feeling in the pit of your stomach.  Or maybe you make a decision and no sooner do you speak out your decision than you notice that your heart is not as peaceful as it was.  If you can follow after peace and recognize when it has flown then you can greatly enhance the quality of decisions in your life because as you follow peace you are following Jesus.  If you go by a different route than he, you will not have that same sense of peace that you did.  Seeking peace and monitoring the peaceful attitude of your heart will guide you and keep you on the right path.  

Conversely, if you find that your life is one of constant turmoil or commotion then you have not found Jesus’ peace, your life is not settled into his presence.  I have witnessed people who seem to always be upset about something or someone.  It seems that every time they speak they are either criticizing or complaining.  Do you know someone like that?  I wonder now how they live like that.  They must have high blood pressure.  I remember living stressed out all of the time and I would not go back to that.  I now find that I do not like my peace disturbed even for a minute.  I want you to test yourself because I know that living without peace is not healthy for you.  If you are honest with yourself can you say that the better part of your life is lived at peace with yourself and with those around you?  In contrast do you find yourself often raising either the volume or pitch of your voice?  What would the people around you say?  Would they identify you as a person of peace?  I hope so.  The closer we draw to Jesus the more of his peace we should experience and all of us could use more of his peace.  Speak a simple prayer to him.  Ask him to lead you in peace and to make you aware any time you step out of peace.  You will find this an invaluable tool and a great way of life.
1612. Friday, August 2, 2013

Mark 16: 17

These [a]signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues.
There is a footnote for the word “signs”.  The footnote tells us that the more complete rendering from the Greek is “attesting miracles.”  In other words, miracles shall accompany believers.  Believers shall cast out demons and speak in new tongues.  This is Jesus’ description of his followers.  It does not seem, however, to describe us and that is troubling.  We are supposed to be the strong and mighty army of the Lord but we have become a weak, watered down version of Jesus’ vision for his people.

Most of us do not have miracles following us.  Few speak with new tongues and fewer still have ever identified a demon much less cast it out.  Today’s message, though, is not meant as a criticism but rather to give us direction for our prayers.  The truth of the matter is that we routinely read over passages like this, even “red text” passages, without even a pause.  One would think that a statement such as this might cause one to stop and consider who we are and who we were meant to be.  It is no wonder to me that Christianity is losing ground in this country as well as globally.  People need to see Jesus’ power and victory but either “believers” have stopped believing or we have lost our mandate.  Frankly, a person such as Jesus described above would probably be an outcast in most of our congregations.

Are you or should you be the person depicted by Jesus?  I will let you answer that for yourself.  I do suggest, however, that since Jesus said it, we should pay close attention to it.  I believe we, as believers in him, should adhere to his words.  Isn’t that, afterall, what makes us Christians?  I know that most of us are not walking in this kind of authority, myself included, so what I propose is that we begin today to pray to God, seeking His will and His direction.  I propose that we begin to pray for a powerful body of Christian believers and that we put ourselves into agreement with Jesus and his purposes.  Let us pray for God’s answers and for miracle working power to follow us, not for ourselves but for all of the hurting people who need a God of power and miracles.  Get your own revelation from God about what the body of Christ is supposed to be and then pray it into existence, in the name of Jesus.
1613. Monday, August 5, 2013

Matthew 19: 16 – 19

And someone came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal life?”  And He said to him, “Why are you asking Me about what is good? There is only One who is good; but if you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.”  Then he *said to Him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not commit murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother; and You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

This is the story of the rich, young ruler.  The main message we learn from the story of the young, rich ruler is not to trust in our wealth, and by extension, our intelligence, jobs or anything else but rather to put our complete trust in God.  In a recent re-reading of this chapter I was struck by Jesus’ choice of commandments.  The Ten Commandments are found in Exodus 20 if you would like to look them up.  The first three commandments have to do with God and His position as the highest authority.  Wouldn’t you think that if Jesus was going to point out a few commandments for this person to honor he would have picked out the first three of the ones that Moses brought down from his face to face meeting with God on the mountain?  It strikes me as very interesting that Jesus did not choose those three.  

Secondly, I think the young man’s second question to Jesus is very revealing about his character and perhaps very reflective of how many of us think.  Jesus told him to obtain eternal life he needed to keep the commandments.  That seems that it would end the conversation but this fellow asked Jesus, “Which commandments.”  What does that tell us about him and human nature?  This man was looking for the short cut to eternity, or the bottom line.  It was as if he was asking, “What is the least amount I need do yet still end up in heaven?”  

This story is powerful because it reflects the way we still think today.  The first problem the man has is that his paradigm revolves around his ability to earn his way into heaven.  He was a successful person who had learned how to achieve his goals through his labors.  He was probably smart and had learned how to rely on his skills to his benefit.  Then he learned that he could rely on his wealth.  He was a doer by which I mean that his response to any problem is, “What can I do?  What should I do?”  As you mature in your Christian walk you will discover that God’s response is often either, “Nothing” or “Pray”.  We are supposed to lean on God’s “doing.”  We put our trust in His ability to get things done.  We pray.  We make proper confessions keeping our language consistent with His Word but He does the work.”

Additionally, in the post-Jesus era it is no longer appropriate to ask what we should do to inherit or obtain eternal life.  It is all about what Jesus has already done.  We merely accept and receive his finished work.  There is absolutely nothing you can “do” to obtain eternal life but many of us still try to earn our salvation.  We are never going to be worthy enough or good enough to deserve the gift of salvation much less the myriad blessings that God showers upon us daily.

So, the moral of the story is, Jesus is your salvation.  He and the Father have already done all that needs to be done in order for us to obtain eternal life.  Our bit is to daily put our trust in their ability and willingness to do and be all that we need.  Put yourself in their hands on a daily basis.  Take your faith off of your ability to acquire what you need and let them lead you.

1614. Tuesday, August 06, 2013
(repeat – 2/7/11)
James 4: 11

Do not speak against one another.

This is undoubtedly one of the hardest principles for us to put into action consistently but the message is pretty clear.  It is easy to understand, not always so easy to do.  There are at least four other scriptures in the New Testament alone that tell us not to gossip (1 Cor. 12: 20, Romans 1: 29, 1 Tim. 5: 13, 2 Tim. 3:3).  So it is not that God hasn’t instructed us over and over about this. It is just that we don’t want to hear it.  We are really good at pointing out other people’s sins or even condemning whole categories of people to hell for their behaviors but it is hard for us to see the image in the mirror at times.  

The problem with overcoming gossip is that no one wants to talk about it because it is a common problem.  It is easier for us to get together and condemn someone whose actions are something we do not participate in.  But gossip is a widespread problem.  In other words, we are almost all guilty of it.  So who is going to be the one to speak against it?  Well, James, the half brother of Jesus was willing to teach about it.  He went so far as to put it in writing and our Father God made sure that James’ letter was delivered to us through its inclusion in the Bible.

I have been very guilty of this but I want to please God so I am willing to lay my speech on the altar of God.  That must be the first step.  First confess your sin to the Father, ask for and receive His forgiveness.  Then we must restrain ourselves when the opportunity comes to “speak against” someone.  I know how difficult this is but I noticed that James did not qualify his statement.  He didn’t say, “Don’t speak against others except when it really cannot be helped.”  He just said, “Don’t do it.”

I have also noticed that as I have worked on this in my own life, I have become increasingly more uncomfortable in the presence of gossip.  I find my insides cringing when people start running someone else down.  It has begun to make me so uncomfortable, in fact, that I now must excuse myself from that conversation.  The Spirit of God within me writhes with anguish if I do not.

I have also noticed that people who constantly run others down are usually guilty of two things.  I have thought to myself as I listened to them tearing someone else apart that they are guilty of the exact same thing and sometimes to an even greater degree and it amazes me.  The other thing I have observed is that many times these people, these gossipers who tear down other people with their curt comments are often people with damaged personalities.  In other words, they do not seem to be the people who have it all together.  They have a problem in their self-esteem or self-image.  Maybe they know that they have severe emotional problems and by tearing others down they are able to feel a bit better about themselves.  Perhaps this is their way of lying to themselves so that they can be “ok” in their own eyes.  They will find someway to criticize others so that they don’t look so bad in comparison.  As a matter of fact, in the first verse of this same chapter James asks, “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?”  He then responds that it is our own desires battling within us (v. 1 NIV).  So, you see, it is the problem within our own psyche that causes us to condemn ourselves with our words as we use them to run down others.  Therefore, if you are having trouble in this area, pray to the God of heaven, to your own heavenly Father that he heal you, that he repair the damage inside of you so that you will not feel the need to destroy with your words.

And then ask the Father to help you not to sin in this way ever again.  And this is the temptation that you will face.  Perhaps many other sins do not tempt you but you can bet that as you try to correct this behavior, the temptation to gossip, to speak against another will arise.  You must refuse to give into sin.  Resist gossip.  Do not speak negatively about any other person.  

This is not a gray area.  God has told us unequivocally not to speak against another.  That should end it.

1615. Wednesday, August 07, 2013

1 John 5: 12

He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.

The key to eternal life is the Son.  Those who have the Son will enjoy eternity in the presence of God while those without the Son will endure eternal death.  Eternity without Jesus is a heinous image.  This is a very simple precept yet there is great deception abroad.

God is in the business of getting people into heaven.  He is not trying to keep us out.  When man fell from grace our planned entry into heaven was destroyed.  So God put together a new plan which would restore us to our former position.  He made a “way” for us to get into heaven and spend eternity with Him.  That way is Jesus (John 14: 6).  Those with Jesus have life and those without him do not.  It is that simple.  There are many people who deny this simple formula but they do so at their own peril.  God is not trying to keep them out of eternity but when man turned from God our way was lost.  Now we must go by the way that He has provided.  There is no other way.  Some people take this as very restrictive as if God has issued an edict which says, “Choose Jesus or go to hell.”  That is not it at all.  We were all destined for hell after the fall so God says to us, “Do not go to hell.  Instead choose Jesus and escape hell.  Come live with me in paradise for eternity.  I have made a way for you to escape man’s destiny.”  Jesus is a gift of inclusion not exclusion.

We all know people who are not Christians, people we like and would like to see in heaven.  Frankly, even our worst enemies we would rather see redeemed and living in heaven than spending eternity in hellish torture.  God never meant for any of his kids to go to hell.  He meant for them all to live a joyous eternity with Him.  That is why He has provided a way out.

I like to think that God is going to give these deceived people a last opportunity to accept Jesus but there is no scriptural support for that notion.  All we know is that Jesus is the High-way out of eternal damnation and into glory.  Do not be deceived.  There is but one way.  Choose Jesus and live.

1616. Thursday, August 8, 2013

Luke 5: 16, 17b

But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray …and the power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing.

Do you think that Jesus’ practice of slipping away to be alone and pray has anything to do with the power that emanated from him?  I think it curious that these two thoughts are just a verse apart.  Remember that Jesus did not walk the earth as a God.  He came in the form of human flesh.  It was only in so doing that he could redeem humanity.  That is the whole reason that God sent him into the earth born of a woman.  So the point is that Jesus was a man, walking the earth as any other human being but his habits were different from most of ours and his habits helped to establish performance in the earth.

I can offer from my own experiences that when I am spending quality time with the Lord it really shows.  My life is impacted in every way and I hear the Lord much more easily.  If you were around me you could even see the difference.  We all need good quality time with our God.  What is the point in this Christianity if we never engage in the relationship that Jesus won back for us?  

Our God is our strength and our sustenance but all that God is for us is in that relationship with Him.   It does not come with the recitation of the sinner’s prayer.  That is simply our acceptance of God’s gift of redemption and salvation.  That just gets you out of the mire and back into the family.  Then you involve yourself in getting to know God and the relationship grows and develops.  If you will slip away like Jesus did and spend time alone with God you will find your life enriched and your spiritual life blossoming.  You might even find that the power of the Lord is present for you to perform healing.  That would be nice.
1617. Friday, August 9, 2013

Psalm 18: 3

I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies.

Here is a real secret to success; call upon the Lord.  So many times we really do not call upon Him.  Other times we cry out to Him but then do not allow Him to fix the problem.  We just run off and try to fix everything ourselves.  If we will learn to call out to Him in trust and faith He will save us from our enemies.

David writes in this psalm that the Lord is worthy to be praised because he had experienced God’s saving grace time after time.  David wrote a psalm of praise because he was thankful for all of the times in which he called upon the Lord and the Lord saved him from his enemies.  We can piggy back on David’s experiences; we were meant to.  We can learn to trust God to respond to our cries through witnessing all the miracles that He worked for David and others.

Maybe your enemy is depression.  Perhaps it is financial stress.  Regardless of the challenges that are in your path the Lord, our God is well able to remove them all and make your path straight and level.  Call upon the Lord.  He is listening and He is waiting to move on your behalf.

1618. Monday, August 12, 2013

Ephesians 4: 26
Be angry, and yet do not sin: do not let the sun go down on your anger.

Psalm 4: 4

Be angry [or stand in awe] and sin not; commune with your own hearts upon your beds and be silent (sorry for the things you say in your hearts). Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]!
God understands emotions.  As you read your Bible you will discover that He has emotions also.  His precautionary words to us are not about experiencing emotions but rather taking care in the expression of them.  Denying legitimate emotions is unhealthy but there are ways to manage your emotions and especially the expression of them.  So God recognizes that there are times when you are going to feel anger but He also knows well that anger is the emotion that is most likely to lead you into sin.  In anger we tend to do things and say things that we would not do or say in more rational moments.   

When you become angry you need to take a deep breath and meditate on the things you know.  You should not meditate on that to which you reacted in anger.  That rumination is only going to cause you to feel more anger.  Such action is just rehearsing the problem.  Instead you must change directions and think more soberly and rationally.  You can recall the two scriptures from today to mind and begin to counsel yourself on appropriate responses.  You can meditate on Jesus’ reaction to persecution and mistreatment.  People lied about him, mischaracterized him and turned actions that he meant for good into a criticism.  One example of the latter was when he healed a man on the Sabbath.  Jesus did a good thing, a kind thing and yet his enemies used that generous act to taunt and condemn him.  I can well imagine that many of us would feel angry at such treatment.  Jesus, though, knew how to speak the correct sentences to his spirit so that he would experience calm and compassion rather than give in to anger.  

Interestingly enough, one of the Bible versions that I looked at for Psalm 4: 4 actually used the word “speak” in place of “commune”.  Many others used the word meditate.  Truthfully, emotionally stable and mature people have learned to talk to themselves.  They are masters of their emotional life.  Again I urge that this does not mean denial of legitimate emotion.  Denial, honestly, is a huge problem in itself and probably one reason why so many people cannot manage their emotions in a healthy way.  They never learned to talk to themselves, i.e. counsel themselves, and they never learned healthy expression.  You can repeat and rehearse other people’s supposed insults to you until you are fighting mad.  However, you can just as easily say that the person who offended you probably did not mean what was said the way it sounded or that you know them to be a kind person who would not intentionally affront another.  You will either talk yourself into insult and injury or into forgiveness.  The choice really is yours and God is telling us in these verses, one each from the old and the new testaments, that He wants us to choose to be calm and forgiving.  Don’t get yourself riled up.  Be cool!

Lastly, there are times when you are going to be angry but God tells us in Ephesians 4 to deal with it and “get over it.”  Meditate upon your bed, calm yourself down.  Do not go to bed angry.  Do not let the sun set with anger still in your heart.  Deal with the situation.  Maybe you even need to apologize for your anger knowing that the person with whom you are angry would never intentionally hurt you.  Get over it, deal with it.  Do not let that anger reside in your heart and, therefore, in your spirit overnight.  Meditate on good thoughts and give your spirit peace and rest.  And for goodness’ sake do not carry that supposed hurt or injury into the next day, next week or the next year.  I prefer you not to allow an insult or offense into your spirit but definitely do not allow it to stay in there and fester.  Who do you think is being hurt in that situation?  Some of us have allowed hurt feelings to dwell in us for decades.  That is insane.  It is dangerous to your emotional and physical health.

Be very quick to forgive so that you do not poison your spirit.  I am not thinking here about the other person.  Maybe they were innocent, maybe they are deserving of scorn and mistreatment.  It matters not.  I am expressing concern for you.  Get all anger and unforgiveness out of your heart right now.  Do not carry that cancerous infection inside of you one more minute.  Be healed in your spirit right now in the name of Jesus.  It is your choice.

1619. Tuesday, August 13, 2013

Psalm 91: 7 - 8

A thousand may fall at your side, but it shall not approach you.  You will only look on with your eyes, and see the recompense of the wicked.  

When you look at this passage you realize that it does not mean that bad things do not happen.  In fact, it is a surety that misfortune does and will happen because you will be looking upon it.  But even though things happen in the world it does not mean that you need be a participant.  Remember, you are not of this world even though you live here.

This psalm was written thousands of years ago yet it sounds as though it was meant for today.  We live in tumultuous times.  But you need not fear.  Because you are not “of” this world, the calamities and pressures of this world hold no sway over you.  You can look upon them without them having any impact on you.  The evil that is in the world is causing it to buckle under the strain.  Disease, pestilence and natural disasters are becoming more frequent.  You have no part in these disturbing events though.  They need not come nigh your house.

It is important that you grasp this and not only for your sake but also for everyone in the world.  Yes, we are expected to remain above the fray and it is important that we understand our position because we must stand and pray.  These disasters whether it be storms that devastate like Katrina or economic collapse; flu epidemics or terrorist activity, none of these catastrophes shall approach you for you are in the Lord, our God.  However, you still have a part in them and that part is to pray for those who are subject to the ravages of evil upon the world.  

Take this Word to heart.  Imbed it in your thinking today because another disaster is coming.  It is foretold and this old world needs you to stand.  You are not to fall under the effects of the next calamity.  It should not approach you but you must stand in strength, safe in your God, and pray for all those who are impacted.  You are God’s chosen, His elect.  You have great privilege because of your position but there is responsibility too.

1620. Wednesday, August 14, 2013

Psalm 91: 9 - 10

For you have made the Lord, my refuge, even the Most High, your dwelling place.  No evil will befall you, nor will any plague come near your tent.  

If you have not read Psalm 91 in its entirety I strongly encourage you to do so.  Your daily protection is in this psalm and knowing it releases you from fear.  Today’s passage is a continuation from yesterday.  God told us yesterday that although a thousand may fall at our side, it (devastation, destruction) shall not approach us.  Today we see that it is because we have made the Lord our dwelling place, our refuge, that the catastrophes cannot come nigh our house.  When you reside in the Lord daily then you and your stuff is safe.  The destruction that is in the world is barred from you and the Lord God is a shield about you.

Jesse Duplantis is a minister from the New Orleans area and he understands this truth.  Not only does he understand it but he also relies on it.  During the devastation of Katrina he stood on this promise of God.  He prayed over his property and the ministry’s property and he held the promises of God up in the face of destruction.  He walked the property line claiming the blood of Jesus over all that he owned.  Not only that but I would wager that he has also dedicated everything that he owns to the service of the Lord.  The result was that neither his property nor the ministry’s incurred any damage.  Was this a coincidence?  It could be.   I rather think that his protection was more likely the result of cause and effect.  Duplantis makes his dwelling place the house of the Lord; he has made the Lord his refuge.  Therefore, no plague or evil can attach itself to him.

Often times people do not want to give credit for miracles.  It is easier for them to explain away miracles as mere coincidences but would you rather rely on a coincidence or God?  God is in the business of miracles.  Miracles are just every day occurrences to Him.  They aren’t even miracles to Him.  It is just what He does as is His extending His protection over us and all that is ours.  He gave us the 91st Psalm so that we would know to hide in the cover of His strength.  You are not mandatorily subjected to the calamities of this world.  You have been given a way out of them.  There are destructive forces acting upon this earth and it is only getting worse.  Fear not though.  Put your trust in the Lord and escape the evil consequences of this world.

1621. Thursday, August 15, 2013

Psalm 91: 15

With a long life I will satisfy him, and let him behold My salvation.

This is the last verse I am going to give you from Psalm 91 this week but make sure you have read the whole Psalm at one sitting.  It is for your blessing that you should read it.  

Today’s selection answers for you the question about how long you should live in the earth.  My goodness but people are really confused on this point.  God says that you should move to heaven when you are good and satisfied.  Are you ready to move on or do you still have things you want to do here?  It is your choice.  God has told you that you will live a long life, a satisfied life so if you are not satisfied yet just hang around.   Are you sixty, seventy or eighty years old?  If so get busy.  You can have a second life.  Especially for those of you who are only sixty.  You have only lived half of your life.  Read Genesis 6: 3.  God says that our life span is 120 years.  So…what would you like to do with your second life?  What were you unsatisfied about in your first sixty years?  You have time to work on those dreams and goals.

Your life span is determined by God’s Word, of course, and His promises but also by your definition of “a long life.”  If you think that 62 is a long life then His promise to satisfy you with a long life will be fulfilled at sixty-two.  That does not sound like a long life to me but you decide.  I think anything short of eighty-five is thievery.  Frankly, some of us don’t get any good sense until we reach our sixties so it would be a shame to bail out just when you are beginning to have understanding and wisdom.

God’s promises are for you each and every day.  He has promised to satisfy you with a long life so take Him up on it.  Determine today that you are not going to accept anyone else’s definition for “a long life”.  Decide what you want out of your time on this earth.  If you have retired from a job, the kingdom of God sure could use some workers.

1622. Friday, August 16, 2013

Deuteronomy 34: 7

Although Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died, his eye was not dim, nor his vigor abated.

Yesterday we saw that God will satisfy you with a long life.  We also learned that in Genesis 6: 3 God said that our life span would be one hundred and twenty years long.  So, this is the second half of the equation.  You do not have to be infirm as you age.  

I am sure that some of you as you read yesterday’s Word of the Day were thinking that you wouldn’t want to live to be one hundred and twenty because you had images in your mind of a frail, incapacitated you.  That is not what God has in mind for you.  Remember that you are to be satisfied with a long life and being weak and sickly would not bring you satisfaction.  You are to live, not spend the next sixty years dying.  You are supposed to be vibrant and strong.  Your eyes should still work too.

We have listened to the “wisdom” of this world until we have accepted much less than God has promised.  We have been co-opted if you will.  We have bought into a regimen that is not our own.  We will fare much better if we will listen to our Father and find out what His plan is for us.  He made us; He had a plan from the beginning.  There is no wisdom in men accept to revere God and to follow His leading.  All wisdom is from God.  So let us tap into His wisdom and His plan.  Live a long and satisfying life and do it in great health and vitality.

1623. Monday, August 19, 2013

Matthew 21: 22

And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.

If you have a problem today, and I would be surprised if you don’t have at least one, Jesus has some very reassuring words for you.  You can pray and receive the answer to that prayer.  Oh yeah, there is a catch.  You have to believe.

Jesus said that ALL things you ask in prayer you shall receive.  Certainly Jesus’ statement is simple and clear.  So what is the problem?  Why are we not receiving everything for which we pray?  The answer is obvious.  We do not believe.  Now then, human nature being what it is, most of us are unwilling to take the responsibility on ourselves of not receiving.  Because this is so often the case people we must find a scapegoat.  Our scapegoat has been Jesus.  Isn’t that an amazing mechanism for a bunch of Christians?  But this is human nature.  Rather than look at ourselves and attempt to correct our failings we say that the Bible isn’t true, that it is the product of men, that it has suffered mistranslations and misinterpretations, etc.  We discount the words in red above instead of looking into the mirror.  Well, I think these should be words of great encouragement even if the truth is that we have failed to receive in the past.  Jesus is still the truth (John 14: 6) and every word which has every proceeded from his mouth is truth.  So, if we have missed receiving in the past we still have every reason to cheer because today is a new day and we can still receive an answer to every prayer.  I have decided that I am going to choose to believe Jesus and work from that premise and I believe that is a decision we must all make.  You cannot receive the promise contained in today’s Word of the Day if you do not first believe it.  That is just simple logic, isn’t it?  Next, we must fulfill our obligation which is to pray and believe.

Allow me to give you a bit of insight into the prayer.  Prayer can be confusing as a topic.  Many people don’t really know what it is or how to pray but I can give you two nuggets that I believe will put you in good stead in relation to prayer.  First, if you have not read the book The Fourth Dimension by Paul Yonggi Cho do yourself a favor and pick up a copy today.  My pastor loaned me his personal copy years ago when I lived in San Diego and was experiencing some trials.  I stayed up all night and read it and it literally changed my life over-night.  I have re-read it many times and am still amazed at how transformative the book and each reading are.  I can only give you advice.  I cannot incorporate it for you.  You are the master of your own destiny so it is you who must do those things which will aid you in your adventure.  The Fourth Dimension book is available at Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble and Christianbook.com.

Secondly, you will learn from Cho’s book that the prayer that is required in order to receive from God is not a continual importuning of Him.  He is already willing to grant your request.  What is required is believing.  Therefore the purpose of your prayer is to move you into believing.  Pray until you have received that certain knowledge in your heart that your prayer is answered, that you have received your petition.  Cho wrote about being pregnant with the items that he needed.  He needed a desk, a bicycle and a chair and he prayed until in his gut he had those things.  Although they had not yet manifested in the physical realm they were every bit as real to him as anything he could touch or see.  He had conceived those needful items in his spirit.  They were his from that moment on and he was absolutely sure of them.  He had belief and that belief parlayed itself into a desk, chair and bicycle.  People laughed at his simple faith and they mocked his belief.  Now Cho is the pastor of the largest protestant church in the world.  He knows how to receive and most of us can learn from him.

God’s will is to grant every single petition that you lay before him.  Our not receiving is not a matter of God’s failure or unwillingness.  We simply have not received because we did not know how.  Most of us have not been taught how to work with God according to spiritual principles.  Cho’s book will explain so much of what most have missed.  I cannot encourage you strongly enough.  I would buy you a copy myself if I knew with certainty that you would read it.  It is that significant.  Buy the book.  Read the book.  Then learn to spend time in prayer until you receive your answer in your spirit.  Every time you have a big problem or a significant need run into your prayer closet and pray until you know in your gut that the answer is in route.  God will answer every believing petition.
1624. Tuesday, August 20, 2013

Colossians 3: 12

So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.

Even if you knew nothing about the Bible or had never read it you would probably suppose that God means for us to have a kind, gentle, humble, patient and compassionate attitude towards others.  Of course, this is not always an easy accomplishment but we do have a mandate from God regarding our attitudes and treatment of others.  The one commandment Jesus gave us was to love one another even as he has loved us (John 13: 34).

I played in a bridge tournament recently.  Bridge tournaments, like other contests, are great places to observe human behavior.  I have learned that bridge will expose character flaws.  If one is an impatient person it will likely show at the bridge table.  If a person tends to be bossy and controlling, it shows, as do many other personal traits.  It is also true that genuinely kind and generous people are revealed at the table and it is a great joy in meeting such people as I have been very blessed in doing.  At this particular tournament my partner, my mother, and I met a wonderful couple from Texas with whom we intend to stay in touch.  There were some of the other kinds of folks too, people who are generally nice but who under the pressure of competition reveal their unlovely sides.  One particular lady really stood out to me.  

She and her partner came to our table and she immediately began to exhibit signs of stress.  In these bridge tournaments you get the hand you are going to play next from the table beside you.  She was in such a hurry and wanted me to press the players at the other table to give us the next hand.  Although each round is timed, time had not yet been called so we had time to be patient.  This lady looked like someone’s grandmother.  In fact, I’ll bet she is but she met my patience with grumpiness saying that it was okay to be grouchy at times.  I do not accept or receive statements like that so I immediately countered with, “I do not allow myself grumpiness,” and explained that I am a minister.  That is not to say that I am not sometimes grumpy, it just means that I do not accept that attitude in myself nor its accompanying behaviors.  I have to counsel myself to better behavior and believe me, sometimes that is a job.  And this lady is no worse than the rest of us.  She was pleasant at our table.  It is just that sometimes we all forget that our first calling is to the Lord Jesus Christ and that we are ambassadors of the Kingdom of God.  Even when we play bridge we are still Christians and that Christianity should be a guiding light for us every moment of our lives.  We should not allow ourselves fleshly, carnal moments.  Sure they are going to happen sometimes but that is not the same thing as condoning them.  You have a high calling and it something of which you should be proud.  Part of that calling is that you are to express kindness, humility, gentleness and compassion towards others.  You do not have the privilege of self-absorption or of just acting any way you feel.  As difficult as it can be to do we are supposed to direct our thoughts towards the expression of love to every single person.  We are not supposed to be so concerned with what we want that we act unbecomingly towards others.  The discussion about your needs and wants should happen between you and God before you leave the house in the morning.  Then you can spend the rest of the day showing God’s love and gentleness to every person you encounter.

Take some time to ponder this scripture and let it get down in your heart.  Know that unkind words and behaviors are not your lot, impatience not your calling card.  Let kindness and compassion guide you …even at the bridge table.

See Galatians 5: 22

1625. Wednesday, August 21, 2013

Matthew 18: 19

Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.

The power of agreement … it is just that, powerful.  Again Jesus tells us that we can have what we want and need. We have only to ask.  Here Jesus shows us another way to pray and receive our petitions.  Agree with one another.  “How do I do that,” you ask.  Well there are two very simple ways to agree in prayer.  

Imagine that you are praying with a friend and that your friend is the one speaking aloud.  When they say something to which you wish to add your agreement you can simply say softly, “Father, I agree.”  You have just agreed in prayer.  The other way is even more simple and you do it often.  At the end of the prayer you can say, “Amen.”  Amen means “let it be done” so when you say Amen at the end of a prayer you are actually adding your support, or your agreement, to the prayer.  Then it is as if you prayed that prayer yourself.  Be cognizant of adding your support when you utter Amen.  Put your emotive agreement behind it.

Those are the two main methods you will use but there are some other ways you can agree in prayer with other people.  One is that you can discuss what you each are going to individually pray about and then in your own time reference that agreement and pray the agreed prayer.  For example, perhaps you and your friend agree to each individually pray about the healing or health of a third friend.  The first thing you must do is to be certain that you are actually in agreement on what you are going to ask of the Father.  You have to be fairly precise.  Then when you sit down to pray say to the Father something like, “Father, you know that Sally and I agreed to unify in prayer about Susan so Father right now as I pray I set myself in agreement Sally for Susan’s health.”  Then you go on and lay your agreed upon petition before the Father.

You should really avail yourself of this prayer type and as always, add faith and belief to it.  The other person’s faith will also build you up making each of you stronger than you are individually.
1626. Thursday, August 22, 2013

Isaiah 54: 10

“For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, but My lovingkindness will not be removed from you, and My covenant of peace will not be shaken,” says the Lord who has compassion on you.

Which part of this passage, of this collective promise blesses you the most?  It is almost difficult to write on because of its fullness.  Do you like that God’s lovingkindness towards you will never be removed, that his promise of peace will not falter or that the Lord, our God, has compassion towards you?  Well, the good news is that you do not have to choose.  No matter what catastrophe you suffer personally or the nation or the world suffers, you are safe in God’s love, peace and compassion.

Imagine earthquakes and storms so strong that the mountains shake and are removed, they crumble and fall away.  Imagine the earth opening up and swallowing mountains so that there is a plain where once stood a mountain range.  Can you imagine devastation of that extreme?  Even in that day, especially in that day, the Lord will be with you.  Nothing you can do, nothing that can ever happen will ever shake his love for you.  No matter how unloving or neglectful you are to Him, He will never leave your side.  There is only one force in the universe that can bar Him or limit Him and that is your will.  You have the power over your relationship with God.  You are the captain of the ship.  As long as you choose for Him to be your God, then nothing else in this world or beyond has the power to remove His great devotion from you.

Nothing can remove God’s lovingkindness from your life.  No amount of turmoil will diminish the peace He has for you.  When you are low, when life’s situations are getting you down, look back to this passage and remember that there is no force on earth that can cause God’s love, peace and compassion towards you to falter.    In the midst of the greatest storm, you can still have peace because you know who the Lord is.  Do not forsake the Lord, your God, for He will never forsake you.

1627. Friday, August 23, 2013

Isaiah 55: 6

Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.

So, is there a time in which the Lord cannot be found?  Believe me, when you are in the throes of a great challenge and under great stress it is hard to find God if you have not already prepared your way.  It is not that He is not there but rather that in times of intense stress it becomes difficult for you to think much less hear.  If, however, you have a well beaten path to His door, one that has been worn by continual use, then you will find it a simple matter to find your way to Him, even in the dark.

The time to seek the Lord is when you have no desperate needs.  Seek Him in order to know Him.  Seek a relationship with Him.  The best way I know to seek Him out is to spend time in His Word and in prayer.  I know I sound like a broken record but there are very good reasons I keep pointing you to His Word and prayer.  Those are the express ways to getting to know Him.  One of the other ways that worked for me was to go to spirit-filled conferences.  God met me on more than one occasion at Joyce Meyer and Kenneth Copeland conferences.  God has also met me in the pages of Christian books.  I remember so clearly how God ministered to my need while I read The Return of the Prodigal Son by Henri Nouwen.  And He jumped right off of the page when I read Paul: A Man of Grace and Grit by Charles Swindoll.  

God wants to meet you.  He wants to be found by you but you have to seek.  Hide and Seek does not work very well if you never go seek the other person.  And God loves to hide in plain sight.  He says, “Here I am.  Come find me.”  Then, all of a sudden, He is everywhere you look.

Once you have developed a personal relationship with Him then it becomes increasingly easy find Him in your hour of need.  It also becomes easier to live your life in an integration of your life and His.  He increasingly becomes part of everything you do and you even find that nothing is as much fun without Him along.  He wants to be your constant companion, your friend in good times and bad.  Go find Him now.  Do not delay.  He is calling to you, “Come seek me.”

1628. Monday, August 26, 2013

Hebrews 4: 12

For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
Although I sent you today’s verse from the New American Standard Bible I want you to see it from the Amplified Bible:

For the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power [making it active, operative, energizing, and effective]; it is sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating to the dividing line of the [a]breath of life (soul) and [the immortal] spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the deepest parts of our nature], exposing and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of the heart.
Notice, please, that this verse does not say that God divides the narrowest and deepest margins, nor is it He, God, who sifts, analyzes and judges the thoughts and intents of our hearts.  It is the Word of God which is imbued with this power.  See, the Word of God has power.  It is alive and active.  It is not just an accumulation of letters on a page.  It is a living, operative, energetic and effective force in our lives.  We are missing a golden opportunity if we are not putting the Word of God to effect in our lives.  It is the living word and that is the understanding we must have.  It has power to change your life.  It is a part of God and therefore, has the power of God manifesting within it at all times.  It sees your deep hurts and needs.  It can correctly divide thoughts and desires.  

I really want a different pronoun for “The Word” other than “it” but the English language fails me.  I want a personal pronoun that tells you that the Word is a living being but one that is not gender specific because that is a human construct that is meaningless when we speak in spiritual terms.  The Word is the spiritual power of Jesus.  He was in the beginning with God and is.   And that power that was in the beginning with God and that formed the earth and every creature in the earth, great and small, that created you and me is still alive and hovering in the earth.  It still has creative power which can radically affect every single thing or situation on the earth.  This force of God can move among the cells of your body and heal.  It can enter your heart and heal.  The power of a strong mind, of salvation and redemption, of protection for you and your family are all within its infrastructure.  The Word can physically integrate with you so that you are strengthened in your body.  It can weave itself into your cellular structure emitting its life giving force into every cell, every atom, every quark.  The Word is that by which you were first created.  Your parents didn’t make you, they only consummated what the Word first created. 

You need to understand that the Word of God is a living and powerful force.  When you put the Word in your mouth and in your heart there is no power on earth that can withstand you.  There is no problem that can withstand that combination.   Physical energy or better still, spiritual energy is released through your union with the Word of God.  Our Father has legions of ministering spirits ready to move upon the earth at a word.  You are the instrument through which those multitudes shall be unleashed upon the earth as a force for good and a force for blessing.  The power for us to radically and emphatically impact the lives of every single person in the earth is quite literally in our mouths.  I adjure you by all that is holy, put the living, powerful Word of God in your eyes, ears and most importantly in your heart.  Then release it from your mouth.  You, my dear friend, are the answer the world is looking for.  You have the power in your hands to aid your country as well as your family and friends.  Awaken to the power that is the Word of God.  Give it a place in your daily life.  And learn how to cooperate with God’s creative force in order to produce a positive impact in your environs.  

1629. Tuesday, August 27, 2013

1 John 5: 5

Amplified
Who is it that is victorious over [that conquers] the world but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God [who adheres to, trusts in, and relies on that fact]?

I cannot help but think that the real key to this type of overcoming is the last phrase.  It is one thing to say that we believe that Jesus is the Son of God.  It is quite another to act like he is and that it makes any difference in the way we conduct our lives.  In this sense, believe means a great deal more than just some head knowledge of Jesus’ place in the universe.  This sort of belief is that which compels you to act differently; to act like his being the Son of God has great import in your life.  World conquers are those who have learned how to let Jesus perform in their lives in his role as the Son of God, the second person in the trinity.  They have learned to let Jesus be Lord.  This is not always easy to do but it does mark the overcomers from the rest of the pack.

We must learn to trust Jesus in an active way.  That is to say that we curtail our heroics and give him place to be the Lord in our lives.  I really like that last bit above; that the overcomers rely on the fact that Jesus is the Son of God.  Who do we usually rely upon?  Usually it is ourselves but sometimes we put or reliance and our faith in a parent, a spouse or other prominent person in our lives.  We need, each of us, to learn how to lean on Jesus.  He is our victor, our champion.  It is he who paves the way for us and clears a path through the obstacle course of life.  I am sure that many of you , like me, begin trusting Jesus with a problem only to take that item out of his “to do” pile and put it back in yours.  This key has been one of the most difficult things for me to learn to practice continually and I will bet that you stumble sometimes too.  We are such fleshly creatures and since we can’t see Jesus we start doubting that he is real and that his problem solving skills are genuine.  Now we don’t doubt the truth of his existence in our minds.  We “know” that he is real and that he is the risen Lord, but in our hearts, doubt begins to rule and that is why you go to his in box and remove the items you have placed there.  Your faith in his ability to act in the earth gets challenged and you react in very human terms.  Those people, however, who have learned to give their problems to the Lord and leave them there, are overcoming the world.  They are increasing in the number of challenges that they turn over to him and finding a greater and greater sense of shalom (peace).  Their lives are progressively becoming lives of prayer and praise.  They pray and then let Jesus handle the problem.  They have learned how to release those cares to him as the Apostle Peter instructs.  

We all can be world overcomers.  There is no problem in this world that Jesus cannot handle.  We must learn to radically trust our Lord, to walk out in the deep water of faith.  Tell yourself that you will walk in “radical trust.”  Get way out there over your head where you have no choice but to trust Jesus fully.  You are going to find that this is a way of life that you will gladly become accustomed to.  The stress is no longer yours.  It has been traded in for Jesus’ peace.  Shalom.
1630. Wednesday, August 28, 2013

Ephesians 6: 7
Expanded Bible

 Do your work with enthusiasm [willingly; cheerfully]. Work as if you were serving the Lord, not people.

Everything we do every day is an offering to the Lord.  Once you accept Jesus as your Lord, then your life becomes a service to him.  So, whether you work at a job or volunteer your time, your efforts are an aroma arising from the altar of your dedication.  

Whether you like your boss or not, whether you think you are being paid a fair wage or not, is no longer central to the determination of your work product.  I suggest that those factors never should have been determining factors in the first place but in that you now know that God receives your work as an offering to Him, you should never produce less than your best.  But let us not limit this only to our jobs.  Everything we do is before the throne of God.  Do you really want God to look at your work and see that it is shoddy or done with a half effort?  Do you want Him to see you slouching around with a bad attitude?  Whatever you do, do it with zeal and excellence.  You are a child of the Most High.  That means something.

A “God with you” consciousness changes one’s life.  Everywhere you go and in everything you do God is right there with you.  When you appreciate this fact, your approach to everything in your life is altered.  There is holiness about you at all times and you want to give it honor.  You don’t lie, you don’t cheat or mislead.  You work diligently and are faithful in all that you do knowing that God is with you.  He is your constant helper and companion.  Today as you walk through life’s course, remember that Jesus is your Lord and that it is to him that you owe your fealty.  He is the one to whom your service is due.  Therefore, do your best.

1631. Thursday, August 29, 2013

2 Corinthians 12: 9

My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.

This is from Paul’s story about the thorn in his flesh.  Paul entreated the Lord three times to remove the thorn and this is the response he received.  Do you have a thorn in your flesh?  Theologians, scholars and just everyday folks have deliberated over Paul’s thorn.  What was his thorn?  Was it sickness, blindness?  Perhaps it was a thorny person.  Regardless God’s answer to Paul shows us how we can deal with the thorns in our lives.

I have heard this passage taught as one of endurance.  In other words, those teachers think that God was telling Paul, “Just endure this thorn as stoic soldier.”  I guess that could be what God meant but it never quite rang true to me.  God is talking about power here.  He tells Paul that His grace yields power.  Well, it would seem to me that power is for overcoming rather than silently enduring.  Our God always leads us to victory and His grace is one of the tools by which He does so.  

If you look up the word “grace” in your Strong’s concordance you can see that it is the Greek Word charis.  This is the same word from which we derive charisma.  As you look at this word and all of the other forms of it what stands out is that it is a grant of God’s power.  It is His divine favor.  Words like kindness, favor, pardon grant, gift and benefit are used throughout the definitions.  God’s grace is His spiritual endowment upon us.  His grace covers us because we are under His grace.  That means that we are subjects of His favor.  When you are under the grace of a king, then anyone who assaults you incurs the king’s wrath.  We have a spiritual endowment of God’s power over our lives.  It is, then, by that power that we can be relieved of our thorns.  God is saying to Paul, “Paul, you don’t need me to remove this thorn.  You are already endowed with my power.  It has been given to you as a grant from my very throne.  Because you are under my grace, then you benefit from the power of my scepter as if you hold it in your own hand.  Whatever you need, Paul, this special grant of power is more than sufficient to handle.”  You see, God is not saying, “Hey, just buck up and be tough.  Endure pain and suffering with a smile.”  He is saying, “Hey, you have all of the power of my throne backing you up.  Do what you need to do.”  Interestingly enough this is not far removed from God’s response to Moses when he was backed up to the Red Sea (see Exodus 14: 15 – 16).

When you understand this word, especially as it is used in this context, doesn’t it fit much better with all of the other scriptures that you know.  Doesn’t it make more sense in light of the plentitude of scriptures in which Jesus teaches about overcoming and being victors in Him?  Howbeit that we are going to be victors in Christ but losers in God’s grace.  It doesn’t wash folks.  Jesus has already overcome the world for us, what is a thorn to him?  God does not mean for you to suffer with your thorn, silently enduring.  He means for you to use His power, His grant of a spiritual endowment to eradicate the thorny effects.  You have overcoming power in Jesus.  You have been gifted with the very power that emanates from the throne of God.  What are you going to do?  Whine about a thorn?  No!  Overcome that thorn with the grace, the love and the power of God.  You are more than a conqueror in Christ Jesus (Romans 8: 37) so don’t lay down for a thorn.  Rip it out.  Defeat it.  You have the king backing you up.
1632. Friday, August 30, 2013

Luke 10: 19

Amplified

Behold! I have given you authority and power to trample upon serpents and scorpions, and [physical and mental strength and ability] over all the power that the enemy [possesses]; and nothing shall in any way harm you.

The Amplified Bible does not put the Words of Christ in red but you should know that this passage comes from Jesus.  Jesus said that he has given you authority over all of the power of the enemy. You have power over all of the machinations and ploys of the devil.  Read this same passage from the Expanded Bible.

Listen [ Look;  Behold], I have given you power [authority] to walk on [trample] snakes and scorpions, power that is greater than the enemy has [ …and authority over all the power of the enemy]. So nothing will hurt you.

You have overcoming power in the name of Jesus.  You don’t have to accept a thorn in your flesh.  You don’t have to tolerate the flaming missiles of the evil one destroying your life or property.  

Somewhere Christians got the idea that we are supposed to live humble, down-trodden lives.  Well, someone forgot to tell Jesus.  He thinks we are supposed to be overcomers and has given us the power to do just that.  Now, how do you exercise that power?  Perhaps the real problem that we face is that we have bought into the lie of defeatism for so long that as ministers we have even stopped teaching how to exercise that power so that you will succeed against the plans of the enemy.  If you understand the New Testament, though, you see that it is collectively a book about victorious living now and for eternity.  Therefore, the Word needs to be our starting place.  

One of the reasons some ministers are not teaching the deeper things of Christ is because they cannot get their congregations beyond the first step which is the appreciation of the Bible.  How is it that we who call ourselves Christians do not study and adhere to the teachings of our leader?  Imagine that you are an alien to Christianity and you observe that Christians don’t even read their own book much less adhere to its teachings.  Doesn’t that seem a bit strange to you?  And yet whole congregations, whole denominations slight the teachings of the Lord by not giving them any attention at all.  Worse, I have heard ministers of this same gospel, discount and excuse the teachings of Christ.  That is nuts!  If being a Christian means anything it ought to mean that we follow the teachings of Christ.  If we accept that premise then it seems only reasonable to me that we would honor the Bible and spend time routinely discovering its great treasures.

Once you truly become of student of the Word you will discover that it all fits together quite nicely to form a uniform treatise on living this life and the glory that awaits us in the life to come.  Through the Word of the Day I have attempted to demonstrate that we are not only New Testament believers but that the Old Testament informs us as well.  I have shown examples where a New Testament theme was first articulated a thousand or more years before the earthly life of Christ.  And who would even consider throwing out the Psalms and the Proverbs.  And I will fight you for the book of Isaiah where I constantly find nourishment and from where Jesus earthly ministry began.

We learned in the Old Testament, especially through the writings of David, that our Father is our strong refuge.  He is our hiding place and our strength.  We were taught that in our weakness, His strength shines.  The sixth chapter of Ephesians teaches us specifically how our Father surrounds us with His protection explaining the armor that God has provided for us piece by piece.  We learned from Paul’s recitation about the thorn in his side that God’s power is perfected in our weakness and is at all times sufficient to meet every need we have.  God’s grace, which means His unmerited favor towards us, is bigger than any problem this world has to offer.  Our God is bigger than any challenge we face.

In this message I am not writing to you alone.  Many of you are advanced believers.  You have left kindergarten and some of you are even working on your masters in Christian living.  I am writing to us collectively as a body of believers.  We must all begin to grow up in the things of God because we can move no faster than the slowest person.  It is necessary that we move the scholarship of Christianity forward and I really do not mean from a theological, academic perspective.  It is the daily life of Christians which expresses the health of our faith.  Jesus did not come into the earth and battle, suffer and attain victory so that we could live apathetic, overwhelmed lives.  He said himself that he came to give us life, and that more abundantly (John 10: 10).  He came to make champions out of people that were in the grasp of the devil and the slavery that ensued therefrom.  

We have now been made free by the blood of Jesus but not so that we can be milk toast Christians.  We are meant to be the mighty arm of the Lord.  We are more than conquerors in Him.  Let’s start acting like champions of Christ.  He has given us power over the devil.  He has given us weaponry and armor for the battle.  One would surmise that Christ knew that there would be war and that we would routinely be subjected to battle just like King David was.  That is why he armed us and that is why he won the victory for us.  All we have to do is to put on the armor and stand; to pick up the shield which, we are told in Ephesians 6, extinguishes all of the flaming missiles of the devil.  

You, my beloved, have been given power over the devil.  Your power surpasses his.  Pick up your sword, which is the Word of God (Ephesians 6: 17), and begin to wield it with authority.  You are the chosen people, a holy priesthood, God’s blessed army.  

1633. Monday, September 2, 2013

Mark 11: 22 – 24

And Jesus answered saying to them, “Have faith in God.  Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it shall be granted him.  Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they shall be granted you.”

Although we have just completed a week of prayer the job is not done.  I am thankful that many of you sent in prayer requests.  For those of you who didn’t, “What is up with that?”  It is not too late for you to see your mountain cast into the sea.  What we must now do is to receive the answered prayer.  I hope that as I was praying last week you were setting your mind and spirit to believing, agreeing and receiving.

I am reminded of Paul Cho’s story of his beginning with Christ which he told in his book The Fourth Dimension.  He needed a desk and chair and a bicycle.  These do not sound like large needs to us but in his village in Korea the attainment of these three items required a miracle.  He wrote about how he prayed for those items until he had a knowing in his spirit that they were his.  You see, they first were granted in the spiritual realm.  After that, he only had to wait for the physical manifestation of them.  They were his the minute they were birthed in the spirit.

Cho’s experience is reminiscent of an experience Daniel had.  In Daniel, chapter ten the angel of the Lord explained that he had been sent in response to Daniel’s prayer from the first time he prayed.  The devil, though, withstood the angel for twenty-one days.  Wow!  This is still a dramatic story to me.  I am glad that Daniel prayed for twenty-two days.  Cho and Daniel showed persistent faithfulness.  Their demonstration of faithfulness causes me some concern because I just don’t know if I have their kind of strength and belief.  Might I have given up on day twenty?  How many times have I quit persisting in God just shy of my goal?  How many miracles did I miss out on because I lacked faithfulness and discipline?

Too many times we fling thoughtless prayers at God never giving Him the material He needs to work with.  Then we blame Him and say that the Bible doesn’t “work” because we did not see an immediate answer to our prayer.  Jesus teaches us in today’s selection that asking is only part of the equation.  We must ask believing that we receive.  Sometimes that belief just isn’t there in the beginning of a quest.  We have to get ourselves into a position of believing and by this I don’t just mean that your mind registers some level of acceptance.  You need to believe down in your spirit that you have your petition.  Then when you speak forth the request you will have absolute certainty of is procurement.

The tool through which to develop your belief level is, you guessed it, the Bible.  Once you have a scripture, a promise of God which speaks to your situation then you know unreservedly that you are praying the will of God.   When we know that we are praying in accord with the will of God we can have total confidence that our prayers are not only heard but answered as well.

James 5: 14 – 15  
New International Version

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.

Let us have a simple understanding of prayer.   God has given us the gift and privilege of prayer so that he can help us with our lives.  Prayer exists so that God can grant our petitions.  It is also a means of communication with God so that we can come to know Him better and through our time together He can guide our steps.  Through this union with God, through our prayers and petitions we can remove the mountains in our lives.  Jesus wants us to have faith in God, believe in our hearts that He is willing to help us and then make our requests from a believing heart.  Lastly, receive.  Open yourself to receiving God’s many blessings and the answers to your prayers.  Receive His best because He loves you.

1634. Tuesday, September 3, 2013

Hebrews 7: 25
New International Version
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.
Although my week of prayer is over there is good news.  Jesus never stops interceding for you.  He is seated at the right hand of the Father constantly putting your needs and wants before the Father.

You need to understand salvation.  In our tradition we have curtailed the meaning of “save” when we talk about Jesus.  In the minds of many it has come to represent only our eternal redemption from sin.  While that is a huge result of Jesus’ ministry, sin is not the only thing from which Jesus saves us.  It would be enough, but it is not all.  And when we use the word save in our normal language we understand that it has a broader application.  Honestly, even sometimes when we pray we ask God to save us from something and we are not even thinking about eternal redemption.  The word “save” means to deliver or deliverance.  We have been delivered from a great many things and daily Jesus keeps up his work of deliverance.  Every day he is praying intercessory prayers for your deliverance.  So, this week and every week is a week of prayer for Jesus.

What you need to do is to learn how to participate in it.  Just as many of you participated in my week of prayer last week, in the same way you can participate with Jesus this week.  Tell him what you need help with, apply Mark 11: 23 – 25 and set your heart and prayers in agreement with him.  If you will learn to do this you can have a week of prayer every single week.

Jesus is our high priest and he ever lives to make intercession for us.  Sit down and talk with him about your prayer list and be ready to receive.
1635. Wednesday, September 4, 2013

2 Samuel 2: 1

Then it came about afterwards that David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I go up to one of the cities of Judah?”  And the Lord said to him, “Go up.”  So David said, “Where shall I go up?”  And He said, “To Hebron.”

Don’t you find this passage fascinating?  David had an entire conversation with the Lord.  One of the keys, of course, is that David began by inquiring of God before he launched into action.  David is known as a man after God’s heart and we can glimpse their relationship in this passage.  David allowed himself to be led by God.  The Lord’s people were separated at this point in time.  David would unite Judah and  Israel during his tenure as king.  It was a great accomplishment but he did not do it alone.  He had God’s timing, advice and help.  Even when you know God’s plan it is still wise to constantly inquire of Him.  In this example timing was the issue.  David knew to only go up to Hebron or any one of the other cities of Judah when the time was right.  He knew that God was making him king over Judah but he also knew how to wait on God’s timing.

God can see all things and knows the condition of all things so He can tell us when the time is right and when it is not.  And the truth is that when you wait on God to give you the go ahead you will actually accomplish more and faster than if you “went up” earlier, ahead of God.  I know that sounds counter-intuitive but it is true.  You can wait on God and still move faster because He will tell you to go when the conditions are right.  Then you will sail through the project rather than struggle with it.  

The keys to working in cooperation with God, as exemplified by King David, are first, and foremost, developing a personal relationship with God.  The Lord, our God, sent Jesus to earth in order to restore the personal, intimate relationship that He designed mankind to have with Him.  He isn’t only our master and Lord.  He is our intimate companion as we see so clearly in this conversation David has with the Lord.

The second key is taking the time to ask the Lord for his guidance.  Notice that David did more than just pray, “O, Lord lead me.  Guide me by your wisdom.”   That is fine but there is more.  Once you have prayed for guidance then ask your questions and let Him lead you.  “Father, do you want me to take this job?  Is now the time to leave my current position?”  Whatever situation you need His help with, ask Him direct questions and then listen for the answers.    Then don’t forget to inquire of Him every step of the way.  I know that sometimes we start out great but then when we begin to see the path unfolding before us we just put on our hiking boots and forge ahead instead of allowing God to guide us each “step” of the way.

This example from David is really illustrative of what it means for Jesus to be our Lord.  We follow him and we inquire of him.  We don’t run off on our own initiative.  Instead we await his directions.  In order to understand this better I imagine a king and a kingdom.  God sits on the throne and Jesus has been made Lord over all.  With this framework it is easy to understand why we don’t run off on our own.  We really don’t have the authority until he gives us the command to go.  Just as importantly, we don’t have his authority behind us until he has given us the directive.  When he does, then we go forth in the name and power of the king.  Then nothing is impossible to us.

Meditate on this a bit thinking about the things going on in your life right now and how God might direct you in them.  Look at the project of task from a global perspective so that you see the pieces and the let the Lord lead you in the proper step at the proper time.  After you have taken that step, then inquire of Him again.  He wants to lead you and help you so follow this example from King David and learn how to walk with God daily, step by step.

1636. Thursday, September 5, 2013

Luke 8: 1 - 3

And it came about soon afterwards, that He began going about from one city and village to another, proclaiming and preaching the kingdom of God; and the twelve were with Him, and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others who were contributing to their support out of their private means.  (Emphasis added)

This is one of those Biblical passages that is easily overlooked.  There are two points I would like for you to see in it though.  First, there is general confusion regarding Jesus’ disciples.  Some people, when they hear the word disciples, think only of the twelve who were closest to him.  While it is true that they were Disciples of Christ, they were certainly not all of his disciples.  

A disciple is defined as a follower of one’s teachings.  Hence, a disciple of Christ is one who follows Jesus’ teachings.  The twelve men who worked most closely with Jesus were, therefore, certainly disciples.  The word apostle designates one who is sent forth, a sent one.  The twelve also became apostles because they were sent forth from Jesus to do his bidding, his service.  But besides these twelve Jesus had many followers.  There were a great number of people who followed his teachings.  These people were also disciples.  Many of these also followed him where ever he went.

Now, knowing this, this let us look again at today’s scripture selection.  Notice that as he went from city to city, village to village that “many others” went with him in addition to the twelve.  And of the people who travelled with him, who followed him, there were women.  Of all of the people that followed him on this sojourn, only women are identified by name.  The women were followers of Jesus’ teachings; disciples.

In the eyes of the Lord, the ministry of Jesus and in the Kingdom of God, women are not second class citizens.  Women played key roles in Jesus’ ministry just as they do in every church today.  They just do not always stand out.  Many of them work in the background making things happen.  So do not discount the importance of women in today’s church nor be deceived into thinking that they were not vitally important members of the early church.

Secondly, I wish for you to take notice of the words which are italicized in the verse above.  Notice that these “followers of Christ” sustained Jesus and his ministry through their private donations and support.  Furthermore, this private support language seems to be referring specifically to the women who followed him, the named ones and other women.  Perhaps that is not only reasonable but natural.  When one is blessed by a ministry, and all Christian ministries are the ministry of Christ, it is no surprise that one would wish to give back to that ministry and support its continuing mission.  Some of these women had been set free of horrendous bondage through Christ Jesus’ ministry.  Having been set free they became followers of Jesus.  Part of their expression of faithfulness is that they gave to Jesus.  They supported him.  Whatsmore, I imagine that they considered it a privilege to give to Jesus’ ministry.

We have the exact same opportunities today.  Jesus has set us free from our bondages and the wages of sin.  He has restored us to our pre-ordained position with the Father.  We have become his followers.  We follow and implement his teachings.  We are Disciples of Christ and this reality should be your self-image.  But now let us ask ourselves if we show as much gratitude in our support of his ministry as did those women one of whom was formerly a demon-possessed prostitute?  How much more grateful should we be that we never had to sink to those depths in order to survive?  

Less than ten percent of “Christians” tithe.  And most American Christians spend a lot of money on themselves but little on Jesus’ work.  It is time we became serious about our discipleship.  We, the great church of Jesus Christ, need to awaken, to arise and be a prominent force for good.  That includes breaking open our piggy banks and mason jars and giving to Jesus out of our private means.  

1637. Friday, September 6, 2013

Matthew 24: 6

And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end.

We live in perilous times.  Most people recognize this fact but Jesus said that we are not to be frightened.  In fact, see that you are not frightened.  We are to walk in his grace and glory.  I know that it is difficult to feel safe in today’s environment but don’t forget that you have a powerful God and that He knew these days were coming and has prepared for them.  Jesus foresaw the times in which we live and while he acknowledged that these would be troubled times still he said, “But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16: 33).  In that same verse he said, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace.”  We are to walk in his peace and not be frightened even though there are wars, rumors of wars, conflicts, terrorists and discord all over the globe.

We can see from Jesus’ words that he recognizes an effort of will is required in order to abstain from fear.  He means for us to make a decision to live apart from fear and to put forth a concerted effort in our faith and trust.  Living fear free, therefore, is not a simple matter.  It requires attention to the Word and devotional time with the Father.  We have a command from Jesus that we fear not but it is we who must take necessary steps in order to live in this empowered state.  Jesus knew that the wars and rumors of wars would have a tendency to frighten us.  That is exactly why he followed up that foretelling with the command to make certain that our response is not one of fear.

Fear is crippling while faith is empowering.  Fear robs you of life even when your life is not otherwise threatened.  God is a faith God, not a fear God.  We connect to Him through faith and trust and nowhere is this more evidenced than in the psalms of David.  So if you want to learn to walk in faith rather than fear, if you want to learn how to obey Jesus’ instruction to avoid the trap of fear, then spend some time meditating in the psalms.  Jesus intends that you have peace not fear.  Fix that idea in your heart.

1638. Monday, September 9, 2013

John 10: 27

My sheep hear My voice and I know them, and they follow Me.

I have heard it said that God no longer speaks to His people but Jesus certainly does not agree with that statement.  Even though Jesus spoke these words while he was on earth, I have no doubt that he meant it for all of the future generations who would read them, for all of his future sheep.  Jesus was not short-sighted.  He was kingdom sighted.  In other words, he had his eyes on the Kingdom of God and his sheep.  He even had his thoughts on those saints who pre-dated his birth.  He also told us that after his resurrection he would send us the Holy Spirit and that we would be led by the Holy Spirit.  How then does the triune God lead us?

First of all, he leads us by His Word.  He will reveal His truths to you as you read the scriptures.  He will also speak to you.  Mostly this is done through that inner voice.  I have never heard God audibly but others have and just because I have not heard Him audibly does not mean that He does not speak to His followers in that way.  Our experiences are not the source of wisdom.

Most often I hear a “thought” run through my head.  Sometimes it is almost like I have spoken to myself.  Other times it has been a pronounced message inside my head.  Some have stopped me in my tracks, others I have ignored or barely even acknowledge because of their subtly and God has had to repeat Himself many times.  Most frequently I just “hear” a thought run through my mind.  I might be thinking of something entirely different and then a thought runs through my mind on a different subject altogether.  That is one of the ways I have learned to identify God speaking to me.  It is difficult to explain but you do come to know God speaking as Jesus predicted we would.

I do not recommend, however, that you follow extraneous voices in your head.  Don’t we know by now that Satan has used that technique to get people to do horrid things?  We know Jesus’ voice in our ear because he will never, ever contradict his word.  So if you hear a voice telling you that God said it would be okay for you to sleep with that married person then you are being misled.  God will never contradict His Word.  As a matter of fact, that is the ploy that God used on Eve in the Garden of Eden.  The Word always protects you though.  Eve just didn’t hold onto the Word she knew.

Jesus said that we would hear his voice.  We know the voice of our Lord because we have come to know his ways.  Because we follow him, we are daily coming to know him.  You should hear the voice of your Lord and you should be able to follow his leading.  I do not, however, want you to be deceived into hearing random voices.  You have an anchor in the Word.  Your skill at following your Father’s voice will develop as you continue in His Word.  And your ability to hear Him and discern His voice improves as you spend quality time with Him.  So talk with your Father and don’t be surprised when He answers you.

1639. Tuesday, September 10, 2013

Exodus 20: 3

You shall have no other gods before Me.

I decided to have someone else preach this for you today.   Recently I read David: A Man of Passion & Destiny by Charles R. Swindoll (Thomas Nelson, 1997).  In it Swindoll included this quote from A.W. Tozer.   Tozer’s graphic exposition illuminated this point better than I have ever been able to or have heard explained from others.  This is a key point that I have tried to articulate in my own ministry.  I pray that you will find Tozer’s example revealing and helpful.  Just one note, however, as you read this, bear in mind that “things” could be non-tangible items as well such as a job, your children, hobbies, etc.

“Before the Lord God made man upon the earth He first prepared for him by creating a world of useful and pleasant things for his sustenance and delight.  In the Genesis account of the creation these are called simply “things.”  They were made for man’s uses, but they were meant always to be external to the man and subservient to him.  In the deep heart of the man was a shrine where none but God was worthy to come.  Within him was God; without, a thousand gifts which God had showered upon him.

But sin has introduced complications and has made those very gifts of God a potential source of ruin to the soul.

Our woes began when God was forced out of His central shrine and “things” were allowed to enter.  Within the human heart “things” have taken over.  Men have now by nature no peace within their hearts, for God is crowned there no longer, but there in the moral dusk, stubborn and aggressive usurpers fight among themselves for first place on the throne.

This is not a mere metaphor, but an accurate analysis of our real spiritual trouble.  There is within the human heart a tough fibrous root of fallen life whose nature is to possess, always to possess.  It covets “things” with a deep and fierce passion.  The pronouns “my” and “mine” look innocent enough in print, but their constant and universal use is significant.  They express the real nature of the old Adamic man better than a thousand volumes of theology could do.  They are verbal symptoms of our deep disease.  The roots of our hearts have grown down into things, and we dare not pull up one rootlet lest we die.  Things have become necessary to us, a development never originally intended.  God’s gifts now take the place of God, and the whole course of nature is upset by the monstrous substitution. . . . .

There can be no doubt that this possessive cling to things is one of the most harmful habits in the life.  Because it is so natural, it is rarely recognized for the evil that it is; but its outworkings are tragic. . . . 

…The ancient curse will not go out painlessly; the tough old miser within us will not lie down and die obedient to our command.  He must be torn out of our heart like a plant from the soil; he must be extracted in agony and blood like a tooth from the jaw.  He must be expelled from our soul by violence as Christ expelled the money changers from the temple and we shall need to steel ourselves against his piteous begging, and to recognize it as springing out of self-pity, one of the most reprehensible sins of the human heart.”

A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (Camp Hill, Penn.: Christian Publications, 1982, 1993) 21-22, 27, 29 taken from Swindoll, David: A Man of Passion & Destiny (Nashville, Tenn.: Thomas Nelson, 1997, 68-69).

Who or what is enshrined on the throne of your heart?  One of the most insidious and yet common truths is that many of us have placed ourselves on that hallowed seat.  That is the reason we hear the first person pronouns so overused.  We love, honor and cherish ourselves more than we do our God.  Perhaps A.W. Tozer, one of the most popular preachers of the twentieth century, has spoken to your heart today.
1640. Wednesday, September 11, 2013

Matthew 24: 24
For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.  Behold, I have told you in advance.  If therefore they say to you, “Behold, He is in the wilderness,” do not go forth, or, “Behold, He is in the inner rooms,” do not believe them.  For just as the lightening comes from the east, and flashes even to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.

Many will be led astray in these last days but you need not be one of them.  Beware of false prophets.  The easiest way to guard yourself against false teachers is to check them against the Bible.  If their teachings are not Bible based, then you are at risk.  People can talk all day long but the key is, “What does the Bible say about this?”  “Is this teaching grounded in sound Biblical principles?”

Care is necessary in choosing to whom you will listen.  Don’t listen to just anyone who says that they are speaking for the Lord.  Test their fruit.  Although no one is perfect, the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5: 22) should be evident in their lives.  False prophets will necessarily be people who profess to have been sent by the Lord.  They will be preachers and teachers.   So am I saying for you not to believe every “preacher” that you hear?  Absolutely!   You must be discerning.  In Titus 1: 1 Paul prayed, “ Paul, a bond servant of God and an apostle (a special messenger) of Jesus Christ (the Messiah) to stimulate and promote the faith of God’s chosen ones and to lead them on to accurate discernment and recognition of and acquaintance with the Truth which belongs to and harmonizes with and tends to godliness” (Amplified).  

Paul is communicating that it is imperative that we do not allow ourselves to be led off.  We must continuously exercise discernment in order that we do not end up in the tall weeds.  There are false prophets at work even now leading people astray.  And the chosen, the elect, Christians are following these false teachers.  This is my advice.  Follow those who are following Christ.  We know from the gospel of John that Jesus is the Word, so if a teacher is not following the Word in his or her own life and is not teaching from the Word, run!  The Bible, the Word of God, is your anchor.  It protects and keeps you.  Run into your refuge, which is our Father.  He will never contradict His Word.  Our beloved Father has provided a safe haven.

As far as looking for the Christ, you need not worry.  When the real Christ comes, you will know.  You will not need someone to tell you to go to this place or that.  Jesus will come in his glory and you will recognize him.  Remember, His sheep know Him.  He will come in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Even though the lightening comes from the east as it flashes it will be seen even in the west.  There will be no doubt that this is the Christ, the Son of God.

Others will come, though, and they will perform signs and wonders.  But remember, we do not follow after signs, we follow the Holy Spirit.  Jesus told us that the Spirit will lead us into all truth (John 16: 13) and Jesus is the truth (John 14: 6).   These days are already becoming more complicated and I see Christians in this day already being led astray.  Anchor yourself in the truth and refuse to give your ear to everyone who comes along.  Test them.  Don’t believe every email you receive either but rather ground yourself in good, sound Biblical teaching.  And perhaps I should say, don’t forward every email you receive that purports to be Christian.  Weigh its credibility with the Word.  Be strong in the Lord, in the power of His might and in the truth which yields life.
1641. Thursday, September 12, 2013

Matthew 24: 42

Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming.

I know we have all read this passage dozens of times but as I read it yesterday it struck me in a different way.  The word “day” stood out to me and the thought occurred to me that today could be the day.  I was sitting with my Bible in my lap, reading and had that thought of the Lord coming today.  Well, I know that there are any number of things that might run through one’s mind, but my thought was, “I am glad that I have read my Bible today.”  There was just this sense of if the Lord comes today I want to have read my Bible.  It was uncomfortable thinking that He would come on a day when I had not read my Bible.  

If you knew that the Lord was coming today or tomorrow, what would you want to do before His coming?  Would it change your day today knowing that He was coming tomorrow?  Would you pray today?  Read your Bible?  

Every morning we get the opportunity to live our lives to Christ and to express our adoration as if He is coming this very day.  Think about what you would like to give to Christ today.

“Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the proper time?  Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes.”








Matthew 24: 45 - 46

1642. Friday, September 13, 2013

Hosea 3: 6

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.

It doesn’t get much simpler than that.  Look around you.  Do you see God’s people being destroyed?  Now you know why.  They lack knowledge.  What knowledge, do you suppose, is it that they lack which carries with it such weight?  It is the saving knowledge of God.  Does this all sound very cliché?  Well, therein lies the problem.  The children of God have lost touch with the truth that there is saving grace for every problem in the knowledge and wisdom of God.  

Remember, God’s grace works in every aspect of our lives: our health, finances, children, occupation, recreation, etc.  You name it, God has grace for it.  That saving grace, the blessing of God’s grace, is revealed to us by His Word.  He has promises for us for every need and every time of trouble.  They are all recorded in His Word.

Christians are becoming woefully ignorant of God’s Word and this steals power from them to the point that they cannot stand against the schemes of the devil (Eph. 6: 11).  Once you know, however, that you have armor which can withstand every fiery missile the devil throws, then you don your armor and are not destroyed.

People view the Bible in many different aspects.  Some think it is a magnificent work of prose and poetry.  Others recognize its value as a historical record.  For me, it is the operations manual for humans, the how to book for life on this earth.  It is a book of God’s promises specifically to us and a record of our covenant.  Once God has promised a thing, He cannot go back on it.  That is powerful.  It means that if you can find a promise in the Bible that covers your present situation or need then you have an absolute right to that answer.  God cannot refuse you because of your covenant with Him.  

In this covenant aspect, think of the Bible for a moment as your contract with God.  It says that if we will do certain things He will be obligated to a specific response.  For example, Psalm 37: 4 says, “Delight yourself in the Lord; And He will give you the desires of your heart.”  This is a contract between you and the Lord.  If you delight yourself in Him, then He has no choice but to give you the desires of your heart.  It just so happens that He wanted to give you the desires of your heart anyway but this contract makes it mandatory on Him.  Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him” (Matthew 14: 23) so it is not open to debate.  Jesus committed himself and the Father.  They must come and make their abode with you.  Whatever you find in the Bible is yours to own.  You can hold this Word up to God and demand the promises due you.  Don’t let that frighten you.  God made the promises so that you would.  No one compelled Him nor could anyone compel Him to make any promise.  All that you find in the Word, God gave willingly.  He wants you to stand in your covenant rights and succeed.  Why would He want His people to fail?  

The Word is the knowledge that will set you free and save you from destruction.  Don’t regard it simply as a book or a piece of ancient history.  Those Old Testament promises are just as fresh to God as the day He made them.  Look at this document as your contract, you list of rights.  Then I think you will want to find out what is in there and to what you are entitled.

1643. Monday, September 23, 2013

Isaiah 49: 14 – 15

But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me, and the Lord has forgotten me.”  “Can a woman forget her nursing child, and have no compassion on the son of her womb?  Even these may forget, but I will not forget you.” 

God is speaking here and I would have you notice that He compares Himself with a woman.  Have you ever thought of God as a nursing mother?  That is the imagery He Himself gives us to describe His devotion to us.  

There are at least three messages in this short passage.  First, God will never forsake or forget us.  Second, He is completely devoted to us, even intimately attached to us.  The third message is the one I wish us to focus on and that is the femininity of God.  

Our culture teaches that femininity is a bad thing, but it is not.  Boys are chastised for any feminine characteristics or called “a girl” in order to insult them.  Yet God describes Himself as a nursing mother in order to characterize His devotion to us.  We need to understand that God is not male nor is “He” female.  He is God.  He is beyond sexual division.  He is the amalgamation of all that we are not the segregation of any portion of us.  We use the masculine pronouns because our language demands a gender specific pronoun and our culture, and most others, cringe at the idea of God being a woman.  But the truth is that God is not a woman but neither is God a man.  In the beginning God created ….  Let us stop right there.  God created.  We must first understand that God is creative rather than procreative.  S/he did not need gender because S/he did not need to reproduce.  We reproduce but God created and originally we were to be like God, creative, but humanity failed God.  So, in the beginning “God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them” (Genesis 1: 27).  See in this passage that it is the combination of the male and the female that reflects the exact image of God.  Do you recall the Genesis story of human creation, how God first made one being which God named Adam (which means blood of God) and then later separated that one being into two?  That first “person” wasn’t male.  What would be the practical use of one male person?  The first person was meant to be creative rather than procreative so there was no need of two sexes or for that matter any gender.  People were designed to be like God and create life just as God did.

In Galatians 3: 28 we read that in Christ “there is neither male nor female.”  Why?  In my opinion it is because we have been restored to our original condition.  This is the redemptive and restorative work of Christ.  The spirit person has no gender.  Our spirit selves need no gender.  In Christ we have no need to procreate.  In Christ we have become one with the creator.

I do not intend to offend anyone with this message but since I was a child this seemed quite obvious to me even if it might run aground on our traditions and culture.  God is far beyond gender delineations.  He is all things to all people.  God is mother and father, lover and friend.  God is the Almighty and your personal confidant.  God nurses and nurtures as a loving mother and protects with a strong hand.  There is no need that God is not sufficient for and I strongly advocate that we not put God in a box of our making but rather that we open and expand our minds to attempt to grasp all that He is.  And if we must use gender specific pronouns because of the limitations of our language, let us not make a doctrine of that limitation.  Neither do I suggest or advocate a revolution of feminist theology.  GOD IS.  That is what we need to grasp.  We do not need to try to remake God in our image.  God is all things.  And the truth is that to say that God is both female and male is to fail to understand the completeness of God.  Perhaps it is better to say that God is neither male nor female.  He is not the sum of two items chemically or mechanically pressed together.  He is the wholeness of all things.  He is not a mosaic but rather a seamless whole.

The point I wish for you to take away from this teaching is that God is everything you need.  God really is your all in all.  There is no division in God.  There is wholeness and completeness.  And when it is all said and done the best understanding we can have is that God is love.  He is everything that love demands and requires.  You are the love of His life.  What more can any of us need or want?
1644. Tuesday, September 24, 2013

Galatians 5: 22

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

1 Corinthians 13: 1 – 8

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails.

If one were to introduce God or describe God to another, these two scriptures exactly describe the nature of God.  1 Corinthians because God is love.  Love is who and what He is.  Galatians 5: 22 because it enumerates the precise character traits of the Holy Spirit who is, after all, the spirit of God.

We should familiarize ourselves with each characteristic, each word of these passages because through so doing we come to know God.  If a person thinks that God is mad at them or punishing them for some bad behavior and they run across “love…does not take into account a wrong suffered” they can begin to understand that God isn’t mad at them.  We also learn that God is gentle.  He is not angry and vindictive.  Any behavior that contradicts these traits is not of God.  He is not the author of impatience, hate, harshness, etc.  Through this insight into the character of God we can know if a thing is of God or not.  See, sickness doesn’t fit in here.  Brokenness and disappointment don’t fit.  They are not of God.  Our Father is always (and I do mean always) demonstrating His love and affection.  Do you remember the children’s prayer “God is great, God is good …?  That is the representation of God.  He is everything good.  He is living love.  And He wants to show you His kindness.

Ultimately we hope to mirror these characteristics in our lives.  As we grow in the Lord we become more and more one with Him.  The more we integrate our lives into Him, the more these traits are demonstrated through our lives.  Then people see Christ in us.

1645. Wednesday, September 25, 2013

Proverb 14: 12

There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.

Proverb 3: 19

The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding He established the heavens.

It is completely normal for us to analyze situations and ideas according to human reasoning.  I have learned, though, that there is a better way.  We can use God’s ideas and thoughts.  He thinks very differently than do we and sometimes His thoughts can send you reeling but His wisdom and His understanding really do trump ours every single time.

I have personally had situations that when analyzed through the human process came out with one conclusion while listening to God led in a completely, even opposite direction.  One example was when I was going to buy a building to put my law practice in.  It made perfect sense.  There was even 500 sq. ft. of additional space that I could have leased out to another business that would have substantially paid my mortgage payment.  One of my advisers, though, kept telling me that she didn’t think it was the right move.  She kept cautioning me.  Finally I listened believing that she was hearing from the Lord better than I.  In truth, I was thinking like a lawyer rather than listening to the Lord.  I weighed the pros and cons.  I did the math over and over and it made sense.  There were a couple of facts, though, to which I did not have access.  You see, God knew some things that I did not.  His wisdom and understanding were far beyond mine and He had better information too.  As it turned out, I ended up leaving the practice of law and I began to travel a great deal.  That building, as it turns out, would have been a weight around my neck.  I cannot tell you how many times I have been grateful that I did not go through with that purchase.  Additionally I used the money that would have gone towards the purchase of the building for things that have served me much better including a stock purchase that went from $17 to $123 as of today.  This occurred in 2005.  God knew that the real estate market was going to tank and that the stock market would allow me to make a good purchase at a low price.  

The moral of the story?  God knows things that we do not and  His reasoning is better than ours.  No matter how you crunch the numbers, you just don’t know what you don’t know.  We all need to learn to consult God in all things.  You would be surprised how He cares about even the small things in our lives and how He can make even that multitude of small matters flow smoothly.  No matter what is on your plate for today, begin it with seeking God’s wisdom.  

1646. Thursday, September 26, 2013

Mark 10: 27

Looking upon them, Jesus said, “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.”

Are you facing an impossible situation today?  I have great news for you!  It just entered the realm of the possible.  Not only is it no longer an impossible situation but our Divine and Blessed Father actually already has an answer for you.  What are you waiting for?  Go talk with Him.  

There is no problem on this earth that is too big for Him.  Conversely, everything seems to take on epic dimensions without Him.  Jesus did some amazing things while he was in the earth but he knew the secret.  He did nothing, absolutely nothing in his own strength.  He waited for and listened to the Father and then he relied on the power of God’s might.  We too can accomplish amazing feats when we work within the power of the Holy Spirit.  To tell you the truth, I have seen many, many things since the recent week of prayer.  Even during my vacation a total stranger leaned on me to receive ministry.  Within the course of just a couple of days things changed radically for him.

Prayer really does change things.  Not only that but when we spend time in prayer we become more sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  I have no doubt that on other occasions I have missed that someone near me needed ministry or a word of encouragement but this time the effect of prayer was on me.  This gentleman’s spirit recognized the spirit that is within me and he knew that he could pull on it.   I believe this has everything to do with me having spent extra time with the Lord.

Admittedly we do not have a praying culture in this country and I believe that is why some things are still impossible to us even though nothing is impossible with God.  Even more rare than prayer is quiet time with God or quiet time at all.  If you are like me you may find that your world is constantly filled with noise.  How often do you really enjoy peace, quiet and solitude?  No wonder it is sometimes difficult for God to get through to us.  He is competing with the television, our phones, etc.  

If you really are facing a big problem, even an impossible situation then it is time for a timeout.  Don’t go out to dinner tonight.  Instead send everyone away and be alone with God.  Or you may have to find a quiet spot of your own.  I like to go for bike rides in the woods.  Secret yourself away with God and your Bible.  He often leads through His Word so don’t leave it behind.  And if you do not have a version of the Bible that is simple and easy to read like the New American Standard Bible or the New International Version then go to the Bible store and pick up a $8 gift Bible.  When you need to hear from God you don’t need to be wrestling with the Elizabethan English of the King James Version.  

How serious are you about this mountain in your life?  How long will you go around the same mountain?  There is a way off the mountain but you are going to have to spend some quality time with God.  That’s just how it is.  He is longing to help you.  He is trying to help you.  He has answers and aid for you and collectively you two can overcome this seemingly impossible situation.  Do all that you must.  Entreat the Lord our God for help.  He is ready and nothing, nothing is impossible with Him.  
1647. Friday, September 27, 2013

John 11: 22

“Even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.”

This passage is from the story of when Lazarus, Martha and Mary’s brother, died.  Martha met Jesus as he entered town and said to him, “If You had been here, my brother would not have died” (v. 21).  Martha knew beyond any doubt that Jesus had power over life and death.  Not only that but she said, “even now” meaning even now that my brother is dead I recognize the power in you and that God gives you whatever you ask.  In other words, “Jesus, even though Lazarus is dead, if you ask the Father to give him back to us in life, I know that God will do it for you.”  Wow!  I like her faith.  What I particularly like about her faith in this passage is that it is demanding and confident.  She asked Jesus for what she wanted without shame.  She had a boldness in her knowing of him and of God’s nature.  She understood the dynamics at work and knew to make a claim on that love and power.  Do you see that she did not approach Jesus with whining and crying?  She approached him with confident assurance.

There is assurance in God.  When you know the love of God then you also can approach Him confidently.  “Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4: 16).  God is merciful and full of grace so we may draw near to Him to receive our petitions.  He does not sit on a throne of rejection.  He sits on a throne of blessing.  How do I know?  “He who had died came forth” (v. 44).  Martha’s brother was returned to her alive.

We have this same Jesus, the Jesus that Martha well knew could have prevented Lazarus’ death but who also could return him to her from the grave.  Martha knew that whatever Jesus asked of the Father, the Father would do.  And now we know that Jesus ever lives to make intercession for us all (Hebrews 7: 25).  He sits at the right hand of the Father giving forth our petitions presenting all that he is and all that he has done.  But that is not all.  Our Father put together this whole regime so that we could have confident access to Him and receive answers to our prayers.  We just need to come boldly to Him in the confident assurance that Martha had.  His mercy and grace are ours for our time of need.  Now, do you have a need today?  Do you have the assurance that Jesus can meet that need?  Do you have confidence that he will grant your request?  If not then meditate on the acts of Jesus until you understand his willingness to do everything for you.  Besides, what you are asking now is small in comparison to what God asked him to do for you.  Since he has already died for you, what can be so large that he won’t do it for you?

1648. Monday, September 30, 2013
Mark 7: 6 – 8

And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Me.  But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’”  

“Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the traditions of me.”

This counsel is not limited to the people that lived 2000 years ago.  We must also exercise caution that we worship God in truth and spirit.  Jesus actually gives us two warnings in this passage.  First, we must not become complacent.  We should guard ourselves and our churches against the tendency to just “go through the motions” worshipping God in form only.  It is worship from the heart that is meaningful.  Jesus pointed out that people honor God with their lips while their heart plays no role.  Not only is this unpleasing to God, it is offensive.  Better to not worship Him at all than to just mechanically honor Him.  He knows the difference because He can weigh the intents of our hearts.  

Secondly, it is easy to elevate our own self-made, man-made, traditions above true worship.  We become comfortable with our way of serving God and fail to ask if we are seeking after God and His ways.  Our increasing unfamiliarity with the Word of God makes it easy for us to follow after man-made traditions instead of following God.  We think we are honoring Biblical practices when, as Jesus said, we are just elevating the precepts of men.  This is a real problem in the modern church because most of our church traditions have been around awhile now.  They have almost become Holy Writ in our minds and I am sure in some cases they have become holy, perhaps even more holy than the scriptures themselves.  Look at the modern church for yourself.  What is most precious?  What is held in high esteem?  Are there rituals and precepts of men that are sacrilege to break?  And do we at the same time violate the commandments of God as Jesus pointed out while we hold to human traditions?  I think as you answer these questions you will discover that the modern church has a great deal in common with the Pharisees and scribes to whom Jesus addressed this issue.

Where do we begin in rectifying these two issues in the church of Jesus?  We must each begin with our own hearts.  When we each honor God with our hearts then our congregations will begin to be affected.  We are the church so everything must always begin with us.  If we become hard-hearted giving only lip service to Jesus, then the whole of the church is going to do likewise.  However, when a group of believers begins to come alive and to move according to the Spirit of God, it can spread like wild fire.  Two men of devotion started a revival that swept the entire nation of Wales.  It can happen here too.

Secondly, historians and political scientists will tell you that when a people loses touch with its history it is ripe for a downfall or a takeover.  Christians are in a dangerous position because we have lost the knowledge of our history.  We are at risk of losing out to other forces because we have failed to honor God’s Word.  There are people all over this nation and the world who consider themselves Christians but who never pick up a Bible.  We cannot be strong without His Word.  We are completely vulnerable individually and collectively.

Listen to Jesus’ words today and let them move you.  Then move your church, friends and family.  Demand that you the body of people that you worship with honor God from their hearts and put God’s traditions to the fore.  Abandon the precepts and traditions of man and put God back into the churches.  Let Him be foremost in your heart and in your worship.  Hear Jesus speaking to us and hearken to his words.

1649. Tuesday, October 1, 2013

Proverb 6: 31

But when he is found, he must repay sevenfold; he must give all the substance of his house.

Did you know that you are entitled to compensation for everything the devil has stolen from you?  Whatever the devil has stolen from you, once caught he must pay back seven times what he stole.  So, what has he stolen from you?

Not only that but also he must repay even if it takes his entire estate to do so.  You can empty out his vaults.  Jesus told us that the devil comes only to steal, kill and destroy (John 10: 10).  That does not mean that we have to just put up with these attacks though.  Jesus has given us the means to defeat the devil and to hold him accountable for damages.  The minute you realize that Satan has stolen something from you, you can demand sevenfold restitution and the laws that God put into place force him to replay you.  It is not automatic, though, you have to demand repayment.

So, again I ask, what has been stolen from you?  Is it money, health, relationships …?  Whatever has been stolen must be repaid.  Demand seven fold repayment even if Satan has to empty out his house to do it.

1650. Wednesday, October 2, 2013

2 Chronicles 32: 21

And every work which he began in the service of the house of God in law and in commandment, seeking his God, he did with all his heart and prospered.

When I began in ministry this is one of the verses that Father God gave me.  I was surprised to find that I had never shared it in the Word of the Day.  This verse encapsulates so much.  It is an entire work ethic in one sentence.  I think I could preach a three or four part series from it but I am going to let you pull out the nuances as they apply to your life.  I would have you focus today on the last bit.

This scripture is talking about a man named Hezekiah.  We find that in all things, in everything he did, he sought God.  Certainly that is the first key to prospering.  No matter what is before us we should begin by seeking God’s will in it.  Besides hearing God as to His will in a situation or project, we also avail ourselves of His counsel, His wisdom and I am sure that when we receive and follow the advice of God we will be successful.

Secondly, Hezekiah did his work with all his heart.  I imagine that would also mean that he did it with all his strength.  He did not go after his tasks or his work half-heartedly.  First he received God’s direction about the matter and then he went after it whole-heartedly.  It is important to emphasize that the first step is seeking God.  We see Hezekiah’s work ethic here.  He worked hard and diligently but we must understand that he didn’t just throw himself into the work.  He first took the time to seek the Lord.  Now, that can be quite difficult when you have a large task before you and you are anxious to get to it but if you are wise you will pause to seek the Lord first.  This goes against the grain, especially when there may be some time constraints but all will be better if you first dedicate the time to seeking the lord.  Hezekiah did and all of the work of his hand prospered.

So, no matter the mountains which lay before you, regardless of the myriad of tasks on your list, pause to consider the Lord.  Set aside time to talk with Him first.  Seek and receive His instruction before you begin your day or that big project and then check in with Him frequently.  Then in everything you do, put your whole heart and your whole effort into it.  Do nothing shabbily or in a half-hearted manner.  Imagine with every job, every task that Jesus is your customer.  If you are a contractor, imagine that you are working on Jesus’ house.  If you are a banker, every account should be treated as though it belongs to Jesus.  You get the idea.  Do all your work as unto the Lord.  Do it with excellence.  This is the way to prosperity. 

1651. Thursday, October 3, 2013

Isaiah 31: 1

Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, and rely on horses, and trust in chariots because they are many, and in horsemen because they are very strong but they do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!

How does that saying go, “The more things change, the more they stay the same,”?  It is striking how all these many thousands of years later we have not progressed in this area beyond the people of Isaiah’s time.  His complaint about the people of his time is the same problem pastors encounter today.  After all of this time we still have not learned to look to the Holy One of Israel for help nor to seek Him.

For all of our technological advances we are still babes when it comes to spiritual matters.  We play with our pretty toys but all the while we are floundering around with problems that should have been resolved long ago.  We just have not advanced spiritually and that is quite an amazement.  We still look to the world to solve our problems both individually and collectively when it is we who should be solving the world’s problems.  We are looking to the government to solve our problems instead seeking the Lord.  And because of this, as a society we just keep digging a deeper and deeper hole.  

The only way to resolve this dilemma is for us to seek God.  The world has no answers.  That should be obvious by now.  In our personal struggles we need to go to the Father.  Then as we develop personally we can learn to let God resolve our societal problems.  Sure, the nation’s problems sometimes look too big to ever fix but that is why we need God.  If God cannot fix the mess we are in then certainly the problems are too big for men.  How is it that we believe a bunch of people we’ve sent to Washington can resolve our issues but yet have no faith in God Almighty, the one who created us?  Have we, the created, become greater than the creator?

But let’s make this personal.  Are you looking to your own hand for the resolution of your problems?  Are you expecting your boss or the government to fix what is broken in your life?  Do you still expect your parents, or maybe your children to have the answers you need?  Look, we are all guilty.  We have all looked to some source other than God for the answers and help we need but today is a new day.  We get a “do over” today.  Whatever problems or concerns are weighing on you today can be substance of a new method for you.  Take those problems to the Lord and expect Him to resolve them for you.  Trust Him to be your help in a time of need.  Don’t look to the world but rather look to God.  Turn away from the physical to the spiritual.  Seek out the anointing.  Use the spiritual tools your Father has given you: prayer, confession, a minister, the Word, meditation, etc.  God has an answer for you and for every situation you face.  He is the help you need.  Don’t look to the world for you answers.  As God said through Isaiah, “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help.”  He is telling us that not only can the world not help us but also that we will only encounter woe, misery, sadness, anguish.  Our only hope is in the Lord.  Turn to Him now and receive His grace, mercy and help.
1652. Friday, October 4, 2013

Titus 3: 9

But shun foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law; for they are unprofitable and worthless.

Do you believe EXACTLY as I do?  No?  Fear not because our theologies do not have to be exactly the same in order for us to have meaningful fellowship.  Neither do we have to argue and contend with one another over doctrines that have no immediate impact on our lives.  Now, let me say that I will fight to the death over my Lord and there are some points about which I will not compromise but that does not mean that we have to be contentious.  I have heard Christians argue vehemently about issues that really don’t matter.  Churches have split over doctrines that have no practical use or meaning.  It is acceptable for us to engage in intellectual debate over Christian theology but it is not suitable for Christians to argue (in the negative sense of the word) over meaningless doctrine.  Ultimately, you must decide for yourself how you are going to live and you will answer to God for your life choices but we should not divide the body of Christ over questions that ultimately are “unprofitable and worthless.”  

Unity should be the theme of the Christian church.  We are entering the last days on planet earth and it is important that we not divide ourselves along doctrinal lines.  If you don’t agree with me, your pastor or one of your friends on some point, fine.  Don’t get offended.  Don’t make an issue out of disagreement.  My position is, “Let’s find where we agree and major on those things.”  Again, I am not suggesting that you compromise your Christianity.  There are some base concepts that are Biblically fundamental.  For example, Christians believe in a triune God, that Jesus is the son of God, that he came to the earth in a flesh body, born of a virgin, died for the sin of mankind and on the third day was resurrected.  So, I am not suggesting that you compromise these basic tenets or any of the other precepts that Jesus taught us.  What I am suggesting is that even with a heathen there is no point in arguing over even these matters.  “A person convinced against his will is unconvinced still.”

There are two points I wish for you to take away from this message.  First, as Paul directs us in this passage, avoid foolish, unprofitable and worthless quarrels.  You will get much further if you will commit such issues to prayer.  If you can engage intellectually with someone over theology and the discussion sharpens you both then it is good but God does not allow for contentious disagreement.  We must become a body of believers so we must agree where we can and let the non-essential debates go.  A body can have no power without unity and unity of the Christian body is an imperative with our Father.  So, put aside meaningless quarrels and meet on a field of agreement.

Secondly, be not easily offended.  I have seen and heard far too much of Christians rebuffing their pastors teachings, criticizing some other preacher or being offended at some message they have heard.  We must grow up into the maturity and perfection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I don’t agree with everything even my favorite preachers say either but you receive what you can from them, bless them and pray for them.  Even if they are wrong, being wrong isn’t a sin but divisiveness is.  Slander and criticism are verboten.  We are not of a spirit who is critical by nature but rather of a spirit that is loving and generous.  Therefore, do not speak against your church leadership.  Pray for the leaders of the church.  

Shun critical thoughts and people.  Don’t engage their cynicism or argumentative behaviors.  Greet everyone with the love of the Lord and let God’s love be the salve that anoints all that you do.  This is what is required of the body of Christ.  This is the meat of the gospel for the mature.  Criticize no one, love them all.  Create unity and cohesion in the body of Christ.  
1653. Monday, October 7, 2013

Titus 1: 2

…in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago.

God cannot lie.  It is not that He will not lie nor that He hasn’t, He cannot.  He is without the ability to lie.  Not only can He not lie but also He has no reason to.  Think of the reasons people lie.  Mostly people lie because they do not want to face the consequences of the truth.  Another reason is that someone is extracting a promise from them that they do not want to make but rather than saying, “No,” they say what the other person wants to hear in order to take the pressure off of themselves.  Do you see that God does not fall in either of these categories?  No one has ever had enough power to force God to make a promise that He did not want to make.  Instead, all of the promises in the Bible were willing offerings of the Father.  He willingly, of His own volition, of His own idea made every single promise in the Bible.  It was His idea to promise to heal you, to prosper you, to bless you, to be with you.  Most of us have a conceptual belief of God’s veracity in our minds but it is when this truth gets down in our hearts and takes root there that it becomes powerful.  

God cannot lie because He is one with the truth.  Our God is three in one just like we are.  He is Father, Son and Holy Spirit to our spirit, soul and body.  So Jesus and God are part of the same whole.  They cannot be separated one from the other.  John 14: 6 tells us that Jesus is the truth.  Therefore, God is truth.  He cannot be separated at any moment from the truth.  Anything He says automatically is and becomes truth.  He is without the ability to tell a lie.  If He said, “The sky is pink” don’t you know that the sky would become pink.  All of the physics that make the sky look blue would change so that the sky would appear pink.  If God says, “You are healed,” then all of the physics of the world must come in line with His word.  It was by His word that He created the earth and everything in it.  His word has the power to bring itself to pass.  When God said, “Light be,” there was light.  When He says, “___________ (fill in your name) be blessed, be healed then all of the universe except for one thing must bow to His word.  Only you have been given the free will to deny the will of God for you.  His promises stand and are truth to all who receive them.

I know that we all have difficulties at times believing the promises of God.  The reason for this is that we, even unintentionally, judge Him by human standards.  It is just the standard of measure with which we are familiar.  And because people have lied to us and hurt us we have a hard time trusting.  When we read one of God’s promises we automatically put it up against our standard of measure.  Additionally, the more untruthful we are in our own lives the less trusting we are of others.  So, people who aren’t truthful find it difficult to trust others, even God.  Distrust becomes a way of life and that makes it very hard indeed to move with God.  The filters through which you see God are largely of your own making.  In order to receive of the fullness of God you must learn to trust Him and to believe Him.  You must accept that His favor and His blessings are for you.  You can even begin to expect them to flow in your daily life.  You just really need a BIG revelation of God’s love for you.   When you understand that, you will find that you are super-abundantly blessed and the dam that you erected which keeps the blessings from flowing to you will shatter.  You will be overrun with the goodness of God which is exactly what Deuteronomy 28: 2 says.

God cannot lie.  All of His promises are yea and amen (2 Corinthians 1: 20).  Whatever you find in the Bible you can have, in fact, they are already yours.  

1654. Tuesday,   October 8, 2013

Leviticus 19: 31

Do not turn to mediums or spiritists; do not seek them out to be defiled by them.  I am the Lord your God.

We live in an age when spiritists and mediums have become largely accepted by our society.  They have come out of hiding instead setting up shop on major avenues with loud and obvious advertising.  They are even on television.  This has happened in my life time.  They used to be underground and shunned but now they are on Main Street and prime time.   Society having accepted these practices does not, however, make them acceptable to our Lord.  He denies and rejects the use of these heathen rituals and we would do well to avoid them as well.

Many people have come to regard spiritists’ practices as “fun” and innocent but we must understand that these practices are not of God and He has been warning us about them for thousands of years.  This is one of the pitfalls of not knowing our Bible.  We are missing much of the advice and direction of the Lord.

God tells us that we will be defiled by these people which means that they will make us unclean and impure, they will corrupt the purity and perfection that Jesus’ shed blood gave us.  This is no small thing.  Jesus died to cleanse you of all impurity.  When you participate with mediums and spiritists whether in person or by bringing them into your house through the television, you are undoing the work of Jesus.  In this scripture God reminds us that we are to look to Him for help in the time of need and for wisdom and understanding.   We have learned that we are not even supposed to look to other people unless they have the ability to give Godly advice (Psalm 1:1).  So it would stand to reason, even if we didn’t have this scripture, that we are not supposed to solicit the advice mediums and spiritists.  Our God is the Lord, Yahweh.  It is to He who we must turn.

God has strictly forbidden us to delve into the realm of the mediums.  To Him it is not just “funny” to watch.  It is disobedience and defilement.  In our society, we have become so indifferent to the things that were taboo just a season ago but these are not games.  That is not to say that all of the people who practice these dark arts are evil people and Satan worshippers.  Many of them are just as misled as are we.  Most do not realize that they are working in a perversion of what God has established.  We seem to consider everything in society as harmless but there are reasons why some things were taboo so take a care to avoid that which God has forbidden.  

If you have had contact with mediums or spiritists or have involved yourself in their practices do not panic.  Just repent.  Pray to the Father.  Apologize for having done something you shouldn’t have and then don’t do it again.  Repent means to turn and go the other way.  In other words, repentance isn’t just asking for forgiveness.  It is changing your behavior so that you don’t repeat that action again.  God is just and willing to forgive.  Steer clear of palm readers, tarot cards, and the like.  In your spirit you know these things are not of God so stay away.  They are only going to open doors that you would prefer remained closed.  Hear the word of the Lord.
1655. Wednesday, October 9, 2013

Genesis 26: 1 – 2, 12

Now there was a famine in the land, besides the previous famine that had occurred in the days of Abraham.  So Isaac went to Gerar, to Abimelech king of the Philistines.  And the Lord appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land of which I shall tell you.”  

12 Now Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundred fold.  And the Lord blessed him.  

Okay, we are going to have a Bible lesson today and I think you will really enjoy it though (or especially because of) it is a bit deep.

First we must re-establish some precepts.  You understand first of all that we are all born again and of the house of Abraham.  We are heirs to all of the promises God made to Abraham, the Father of Faith.  So, precept one, you are of the lineage of Abraham, Abraham is the Father of Faith, ergo we have been adopted into the household of faith.

Second, we have seen multiple examples of scriptures in which God advises us not to look to Egypt for help but rather to look to Him, the source of all, for every need.  We have established that Egypt represents the world and the world system so, precept two, we are not to look to the world for our answers or to have our needs met but rather to turn to and trust God in all things.

Okay, now that we have the groundwork in place let us look at these scriptures in the light of some history with which you are all familiar.  From these scriptures we learn that there was a famine in the time of Abraham.  Abraham, being the Father of Faith, trusted God and was saved.  His son Isaac now faces the same dilemma.  We know that Abraham taught Isaac about faith but none the less when the pressure hit Isaac’s first reaction was to turn to the world for help.  He was going to go to, of all people, the king of the Philistines.  But, God spoke and Isaac listened.  You see, Isaac still believed God, still trusted Him and was still listening for and to God’s voice.  So, Isaac stayed in the land, sowed (this is important) and not only did he survive the famine but he increased during the time of famine.  Now that is a great testimony of trusting God.  And, if you read verse 13 you will find that during this time of famine Isaac became rich and continued to grow rich until he was very wealthy.  Hooray for God and His methodology!  So, we see the first two generations of faith, Abraham and his son Isaac.  

Now let us jump ahead to Moses, Pharaoh and 400 years of Israeli slavery.  How did this happen?  How did the Israelites who have God Almighty as their strong right hand end up in slavery generation after generation?  Well, would you believe it was Abraham’s grandson that put that bondage upon Israel?

Isaac had a son named Jacob.  Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel, had twelve sons who became the twelve tribes that we speak of today.  One of Jacob’s sons was Joseph.  You know the story of Joseph, how he was sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, later thrown in prison on false charges but finally, by the grace and favor of God, ends up as Pharaoh’s right hand man.

Well, wouldn’t you know it, during the time of Jacob, Abraham’s grandson, there comes another famine.  Now Abraham withstood the ravages of a famine.  His son, Isaac, believed God and became rich during a famine.  Now it is Jacob’s turn.  What is he going to do?

Genesis 42: 2 – “And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain in Egypt; go down there and buy some for us from that place, so that we may live and not die.”  And there you have it.  Jacob turned to Egypt to fix his problem instead of turning to God or even inquiring of God and it led to 400 years of slavery for his heirs.

Now understand that Jacob was only two removed from the Father of Faith, Abraham.  How quickly faith faded.  Where is the faith of Israel?  Did Jacob not watch his father and grandfather move by faith and listen to God?  Did they fail to teach him?  I don’t know but one thing I have learned from this lesson is that looking to the world for the answers to our problems leads to bondage.  Once you sell out to the world system it takes a major effort to erase the damage.  That is why I encourage you so strongly to look to our God for the help and advice you need.  You have the same God as did Abraham and Isaac.  You are born of the household of faith just as was Jacob.  But as we see, our birth certificate alone is not enough.  We must do something.  And we can either be Isaacs or we can be Jacob’s.  Isaac not only increased but he became wealthy, he prospered in the time of famine.  Jacob exposed his people to 400 years of slavery.

There is help in Jesus and in our Father.  There is only bondage and slavery in the world.  As long as you are looking to the world, the government, or anyone other than God to solve your problems, you are subjecting yourself to slavery.  But if you will learn to live by faith like your father Abraham, you will rise above the calamities of the world.  

I hope you have enjoyed this little Bible lesson and that it helps you in making right choices and learning to lean on God.

1656. Thursday, October 10, 2013

Daniel 2: 27 - 28

Daniel answered before the king and said, “As for the mystery about which the king has inquired, neither wise men, conjurers, magicians, nor diviners are able to declare it to the king.  However, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries …. 

The answers never were with conjurers, magicians, diviners, mediums or spiritists.  The Lord, our God is the one with the answers.  He is our very present help in a time of need.  It is He who is able to lead us wisely and whose counsel we should seek but of course this heathen king, Nebuchadnezzar, sought the advice of those who wish to tap into God’s power and wisdom but not by or through Him.  And, of course, none of them were able to discern the answers.  

Daniel distinguished himself because he knew who to ask for help.  He was also willing and able to listen to God.  Daniel sought God’s help and received it.  Many people think that God no longer speaks to His people.  They couldn’t be more wrong.  If you could just take a peek into my life you could easily see the evidence of God speaking into my life.  The real problem, I suspect, is not that God is no longer speaking but that people have lost the penchant for listening.  Face it; we do have impediments to hearing.  For example, how loud is your life?  Is there any silence in your day?  Is there a constant buzz of some electronic device, a TV, stereo, etc.?   And when we finally turn of the electronic baby sitters so that we can have some time with God do we fill that space with our words?  Do we ever let God speak?  Do we ever listen?  I know that was a problem in my life and I have to continually watch how much I fill up my day.  But when I pray and when I am quiet I consistently find that God is speaking to me.  He will speak to you too because there is nothing special about me.  The truth is that very often we just fail to ask Him to reveal the mystery and even more rarely do we listen for the answer.  Daniel asked God to reveal the mystery and God did just that.

Daniel demonstrated his faith in God.  Maybe that is our real problem.  Perhaps we are not people of faith, which, if true, is bad because the scripture says clearly that it is impossible to please God without faith (Hebrews 11: 6).  So if you want to please God and you are not living by faith you are in real trouble.  Daniel solicited God’s help believing that God would answer, believing in a God that would hear and respond to his prayer.  Daniel lived by his faith.  He survived based on living with his face turned towards God.  He and his friends daily needed God’s power operating in their lives so they lived lives that were dedicated to the service of the Lord.  We, on the other hand, are overrun with the demands of our daily lives, lives that at times leave little time for God.  Therefore, in order for us to live in the power that was demonstrated constantly through Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego we need to deconstruct and then reconstruct our lives so that there is time and space for God in our daily activity.  As we increasingly become people of faith and prayer we will also see the increase in miracles in our lives.  Miracles are nothing more than the Father’s touch.  His every movement is supernatural and we can experience that touch on a routine basis.  It does not come without a devoted life though.  You don’t have to earn God’s favor and gifts but most of us need to reposition our lives a bit so that we can hear what God has been speaking to us.  It is about moving our lives into a place that allows us to flow with God and frankly, as Shakespeare wrote, “The world is too much with us.”  The world has so overrun our lives that we are not really living our lives in Him the way we want to.  But I want you to be encouraged.  The more you turn your eyes to the Lord, the more you will experience the manifestation of His Spirit in your life.  It is just a matter of turning on your receptors and I find that many of us are not receiving of God’s Spirit because we are not tuned in to His frequency.  Some of us haven’t even turned on the radio but tomorrow can be completely different.  I was as deaf as a person could be but God’s grace opened my ears and now I hear.  He will do the same for you.

I want you to know that you can also hear from God the way Daniel did.  You can experience an increase in the flow from God.  No matter where you are today spiritually, you can move up to a higher level.  Stop and look at your life.  I am sure you can find ways to fill more of your life with you heavenly Father, ways to spend more of your life in Him and with Him.  You will be so pleased with how much you are going to hear Him speaking to you.  It will be the greatest joy of your life.  Push back some of the tide of the world, of all of the worldly things that occupy your life and give that space to your Lord.  It will change your life.
1657. Friday, October 11, 2013

Romans 10: 9

If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

Do you need security regarding your salvation?   Are you sure that you are saved?  Well, today’s verse can help you resolve that question.  In order to be saved you must first believe.  Okay, that stands to reason.  How can you receive something in which you do not believe?  Note, however, that this is a belief level that must arise from one’s heart.  We are not talking here about believing with your mind or intellect.  Your heart must know that Jesus is alive and that it was God who raised him from the dead.

Secondly, you must confess with your mouth, not with your mind, that Jesus is Lord.  You must open up your mouth and let the words come out, “Jesus is Lord.”  When you have believed with your heart and confessed with your mouth then salvation is yours.

Remember too that salvation is a big word with far reaching implications.  Jesus did far more than just save you from eternal death.  Your salvation package includes being saved from all the evil of the world, all bondage and everything that would put itself against the Kingdom of God.  You are saved from economic hardship, the bully in the alley, physical and mental afflictions and anything else you can think of that is not of the blessing because salvation took you out of the curse and put you in the blessing.

Another significant lesson that we can learn from this verse is how to operate in the Kingdom of God.  You know how to receive salvation.  This is the exact same way you receive everything.  You first believe with your heart and then confess with your mouth.  If you can understand that this is the formula for working with the Holy Spirit then you will have opened the vault door to all that you need and want.  But, remember that your belief must be a conviction of the heart rather than intellectual or mental assent.  You must know in your heart that God wants to bless you.  You have to be convinced not in your thoughts but in the passion of your heart.  Then open up your mouth and confess whatever it is that is on your heart.  Do you need a new job?  Maybe you have been praying for your children.  Whatever the need, confess that Jesus is Lord over that situation and that you have that new job or that all of your children are saved and serve the Lord.  

You are going to speak out what is in your heart and you are going to have whatever you say so make sure that you are in charge of what is going on inside of you and what you are allowing to come out of your mouth.  With your heart and mouth you will write your own ticket.

1658. Monday, October 14, 2013

Acts 1: 3 – 5

To these He also presented Himself alive, after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days, and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.  And gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promise, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with (in) the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

Between the time that Jesus was crucified, died and was buried and the time that he ascended to the Father he visited his followers many times teaching and instructing them.  They were going to have to lead this new body of believers in a new faith; a faith based upon Messiah having come and redeemed his people.  As Jesus prepared them for what was to come he told them to wait until they received the promise of God, i.e. the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

You are familiar with the baptism of John.  Of course Jesus was referring here to John the Baptist.  John baptized with water for the repentance of sins.  The baptism of John was a symbolic washing away of sin by water.  Then Jesus came and shed his blood.  Modern day believers are cleansed by the shed blood of the perfect lamb.  Whereas formerly priests offered the blood of sheep and goats for the sins of himself and the people, our high priest has offered his own blood for our sin.

Before Jesus went to the cross he told his disciples that it was to their benefit that he go because when he left he would send a helper, the Holy Spirit, to be with them and to live in them (John 16).  Now here in the book of Acts, after his crucifixion, he reminds his disciples to await the promised Holy Spirit.  He tells them, “You know of the water baptism for repentance of John the Baptist but wait, there is a new baptism that will be yours in just a few days.” 

John the Baptist understood that there would come a new baptism, something previously unknown to believers.   “As for me,” John said, “I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 3: 11).  So from John the Baptist we learn that Jesus baptizes us in the Holy Spirit and fire.  This is the promise that he, Jesus, made to all believers.  He promised us that his leaving the earth would facilitate the coming of another, a helper who would be with us forever (John 16: 7).  And despite the disciples’ grief at what they perceived as the loss of Jesus, this must have brought them great comfort.  In fact, the Holy Spirit is called the comforter.  “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, and Standby), that He may remain with you forever” (John 14: 16, see also John 14: 26, John 15: 26, and John 16: 7).

So, the New Testament proclamation of the coming of the Holy Spirit was first made by John the Baptist in one of the earliest chapters of the New Testament.  Then Jesus, before and after his crucifixion, taught his disciples about the coming of the Holy Spirit and his role in the lives of believers.  He told them of the coming baptism and that they should await this gift from the Father.  The most amazing thing to me about the modern church is how little we have learned about this, the Holy Spirit of God, in the intervening 2000 years since Jesus first told us that he was going to send him to us.  We pray in his name, we baptize in water in his name but we have not, as a body, really come to know him.  It is time we did.  We should have a relationship with the Father and with the Son and with the Holy Spirit.  We cannot be fully realized Christians if we ignore one third of the person of God.  So, here is what I suggest.  As you read your Bible highlight every place he is mentioned or discussed.  There is more in the Bible about him than you may suspect and I believe through this exercise you will begin to know him and learn about his role in your life.  And, by the way, your first highlight will be in Genesis 1: 2 and your last in the book of Revelation.  He is there, all through the Bible.   I came up with 236 references so it seems he wasn’t meant to be a mystery.  I pray you enjoy your discovery.

1659. Tuesday, October 15, 2013

Acts 1: 8

…but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.

One of the reasons that Jesus and the Father sent us the Holy Spirit is as a comforter as we saw yesterday.  Another is so that we would have power in the earth.  The Holy Spirit is the power of God.  If you looked at Genesis 1: 2 yesterday you observed that the Holy Spirit is the creative power of God.  It was through the Holy Spirit that God created everything we see.  Quite a few of the scriptures about the Holy Spirit refer to the power that is a part of him.

The power of the Holy Spirit is just one of the reasons we need to know him.  If you are going to survive and even thrive in today’s climate you certainly need the power of the Holy Spirit.  God has already provided for every need we will ever encounter and one of the ways He has provided for us is in sending us the Holy Spirit.

Do you remember Zechariah 4: 6 which reads, “‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts”?  You see, God was telling us way back then that our power and strength would not be sufficient.  We need the power of God’s Spirit.  Jesus also taught that the Spirit would be our teacher as well as our comforter and helper.  When you read the Amplified version of John 14: 16, you see all of the roles that the Holy Spirit plays in our lives.  Reading that list shows how much we are missing when we are not making the third person of the Trinity a part of our lives.  He is listening to every word the Father speaks and he makes God’s wisdom known to us.  Now that is valuable.

Make this your time to come to know the Holy Spirit for yourself.  Ask him to be with you and to help you daily.
1660. Wednesday, October 16, 2013

Acts 2: 1 – 4

And when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.

On Monday we read Acts 1: 3 – 5 where we learned that after his crucifixion Jesus appeared to his disciples.  Gathering them together, Jesus commanded them not to leave Jerusalem but rather to stay and await the promise of the Holy Spirit in which they would be baptized not many days hence.  Now in Acts 2 those few days have elapsed and it is the day of Pentecost.  

Pentecost is a Jewish feast that is held at the end of Passover.  Do you remember the Passover?  When the Jews were still slaves in Egypt God told them to take an unblemished lamb and after slaying it to take its blood and put it on the doorposts and the lintel of the house.  God said, “The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.”  Hence, the Passover.  The shed blood of the unblemished lamb marked the Jewish children and protected them and their homes from the destruction of Egypt.  The plagues of Egypt passed over the Jews and did them no harm.

Now, fast forward to Jesus.  Can you see the significance of the promise arriving at Pentecost?  The feast of Pentecost celebrates God’s might and power in delivering His people.  Jesus is the perfect lamb whose blood was shed for the deliverance of God’s beloved.  His blood had just been poured out for the salvation of all humanity so that plagues, bondage, illness, poverty, danger and death would literally pass over them and cause them no harm.  Between Acts 1: 3 – 5 and Acts 2 Jesus ascended to heaven.  You will recall, perhaps, that Jesus told his disciples that it was important that he leave because when he did he would ask the Father and the Father would send a helper, a comforter.  In John 16: 7 Jesus told his disciples that if he did not go away, the Helper would not come.  So Jesus exited, ascended to heaven preparing the way for the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Then the day of Pentecost came, the day of feasting and of celebrating God’s mighty hand.  The lamb has been slain, the blood poured out marking the chosen of the Lord.  The greatest Passover of all time has been sealed in the blood of Jesus.  People from all of the outlying areas have flocked to Jerusalem for the celebration of Pentecost.  In this environment the Holy Spirit makes his appearance and oh how glorious an appearance he made.  Jesus is baptizing his followers not in water but in the Holy Spirit and fire (Matthew 3: 11).  Wouldn’t you have loved to have been there on that day?  Tongues as of fire settled on each person there in the upper room and the scripture says they were “all filled with the Holy Spirit.”  Doesn’t that sound great; to be filled with the Holy Spirit of God?

How is it then, that we are not seeking this baptism, this infilling with all our might?  It seems ridiculous because what could be better than to be filled up to overflowing with God?  Can you imagine how that feels?  I have a theory, and it is three-fold.  First of all, we are just ignorant.  Most of us know little to nothing about the Holy Spirit and even fewer actually know him.  Secondly, this baptism, this filling with the Holy Spirit is not a part of our Christian culture.  Even though we see the words in the Bible and we say that we believe the Bible, the truth is that we are extremely influenced by our culture.  Grandma wasn’t baptized in the Holy Spirit and Mama never said anything about this infilling so we basically just try to ignore this passage.  The third reason, I believe, is because of the phrase in verse 4 that reads, “and (they) all began to speak with other tongues.”  Frankly, tongues just freaks people out no matter that it was good enough for Peter and John and later Paul.  We just are unfamiliar with this tongues business and you better know that we fear what we don’t understand.  Perhaps without the tongue talking it would be a bit easier for us to deal with this second chapter of Acts.  But there it is in black and white.  What are you going to do?  And don’t you wonder a little about Jesus.  Didn’t he know that he was going to create a furor with this baptism?  And yet he commanded his apostles to wait in Jerusalem until they received the promise, “For John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with (in) the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  

And what about Peter and John?  This had never happened before.  They had no experience with this outpouring either.  How is it then that they didn’t freak out?  Here is a reality.  When God touches you, you absolutely know it is Him and you don’t really care what anyone thinks.  Even when His touch runs counter to your own beliefs and mores, you just don’t care because there is nothing sweeter than the presence of God.  Those people in the upper room that day recognized the hand of God.  They recognized the Spirit of God and they welcomed that presence.  Peter got a revelation and the next thing you read is that he stood up and preached.  This is the first sermon Peter ever preached and it is about the Holy Spirit of God.  Peter gained understanding and boldness in an instant and it transformed his life.  But then, a touch from God tends to do that.  I would that every person would receive a personal touch from God.  That is my prayer.

1661. Thursday, October 17, 2013

1 Corinthians 2: 4 - 5

And my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.  

Jesus told his disciples that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them (Acts 1: 8).  On the day of Pentecost the Spirit was poured out and he came in great power and demonstration.  Peter arose under the anointing of the Holy Spirit and preached his first sermon and three thousand people were saved.  The baptism in the Holy Spirit brought about great miracles and demonstrations besides the three thousand souls being saved.  “And everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles” (Acts 2: 43).  

Then along comes Paul, the appointed apostle to the Gentiles.  Paul’s ministry operated under the anointing of the Holy Spirit also and those same demonstrations of power were evident in his ministry because of the ministry of God’s spirit.  Paul did not preach in his strength but rather in the power of the Holy Spirit.

It would seem that this power of the Holy Spirit is one of the reasons that the Holy Spirit was sent to us.  Jesus said that the Spirit would be our helper and our comforter so those are at least two of his roles.  Jesus taught his disciples about the Holy Spirit at the end of his ministry.  As his time was drawing short he told them of the coming of the Spirit and what that would mean to them and all who would follow after them.  The book of John, chapters 14 – 16 are the most illustrative of his teachings on the Holy Spirit and every word there is precious and instructive.  It is worth noting, however, that when Jesus told his apostles to await the coming of the Spirit the key point he made at that crucial time was about the power of the Spirit (See Acts 1: 8).  Jesus did not reiterate all that he had taught them previously.  He just made mention of the power of the Holy Spirit and how that power, that anointing would enable them to fulfill their commission to be his witnesses throughout the world.  I find that to be interesting and poignant.  What Jesus chose to say when he had only a short time to instruct them is enlightening.  Further, it is not hard to understand that in order for the Holy Spirit to be our helper he needs power.  So it seems to me that this anointing in the Holy Spirit is in part, even in large part, about bringing power and ability into our lives.  Recall again Zechariah 4: 6, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts.”  God was saying way back then that our power was not sufficient for the tasks ahead.  We have not the might to overcome all of the obstacles or to reach the high and lofty goals that are our inheritance and our desire.  

Paul knew this truth better than anyone.  He was a well-educated Jew, taught by the most esteemed of teachers.  He was a Jew among Jews and yet in this letter to the Corinthian church he proclaims the source of his great strength.  Paul denounces his own intelligence and education understanding that the true source of effective preaching was and is in the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  Paul didn’t just talk a good talk.  He didn’t just use his education to convince people.  He demonstrated the power of the Holy Spirit.  Paul arrived with evidence of the power of God, evidence that the people could see and witness.  He showed a God that was still alive and active.  He wasn’t just sharing a bunch of pretty words and convincing arguments.  He did not just throw thousands of years of prophecy at his audience.  Instead, like Peter and the apostles, he healed the sick and freed the captives.  Paul revealed the power of the Holy Spirit to the people and that power, the power of the blessed Spirit of God, is the power to radically and permanently change people’s lives.  Those people needed God’s power in their lives and so do you.

Paul walked in the earth like Jesus, with signs and wonders following him and we are supposed to do the same.  Jesus said, “These signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues” (Mark 16: 17).  A more accurate translation of the word “signs” in the above passage is “attesting miracles.”  We, therefore, should have attesting miracles accompanying us, or at least that is what Jesus said.  And yet, how many of us have every even seen a miracle much less been the focal point of the Holy Spirit for that miracle?  How many ministers come in the demonstration and power of the Holy Spirit?  Don’t most of us try to rely on “persuasive words”?  And I include myself here.  We have become weak when we should be “power full”.  The first step, though, is that we must be full of the Spirit which is the power of God.  How can we be powerful if we are not full of God’s power?  This seems a simple precept but Satan has done a remarkable job of infiltrating our congregations with doubt and miseducation.  We have traded our right to the power of God for man’s wisdom.  Our faith has come to “rest on the on the wisdom of men,” instead of “on the power of God.”  This is exactly what Paul warned us against and yet here we are.  We have elevated the intelligence of man until it is our God and we have down-played the awesomeness and power of Yahweh saying that those things have passed away or given some other excuse.  God hasn’t passed away and neither has His power.  We have just been deceived.

Let us rise up in the name of Jesus and proclaim, and claim, the awesome might and glory of our God.  Let us lay hold once again to the power that is in His hand, a power that He has given to His progeny, us.  Let us shake off the bonds of doubt, fear and apathy and take hold of the inheritance of the saints in Christ Jesus by the power that is the Holy Spirit of God.

And here I am trying to convince you or inspire you with persuasive words but I make this vow to you, my beloved.  I will take my own advice, my own medicine if you will.  I will seek to be the kind of minister that Jesus and Paul were and taught their followers to be.  And if and when any of you need the power of God moving in your life you may call on me and I will be obedient to the leading of the Holy Spirit and let His power flow through me for the accomplishing of God’s will in your life.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

1662. Friday, October 18, 2013

1 Corinthians 12:  1, 4, 7, 8 - 10
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.

The list above is generally referred to as the gifts of the Spirit and if you count them you will see that there are nine of them.  Paul said, “Now I don’t want you to be unaware regarding these spiritual gifts” so let’s familiarize ourselves with them.  Obviously I cannot go into great detail concerning each one in this format but there are plenty of books available and you can certainly contact me.  

First of all let me say that although Paul teaches us that a gift may be given to a particular person that is not to say that one person cannot move in all nine of the gifts.  My experience is that we may all operate in all of the gifts but that your specialty might be one in particular.    These are manifestations of the Holy Spirit within us that is why you can operate in all of the gifts but the Holy Spirit may give you a particular gift that is your strength.  For example, the Holy Spirit has manifested through me in each one of these areas but my strengths are the word of wisdom and the word of knowledge.  My weakest gift has been in the interpretation of tongues.  Now, that is not to say that I don’t expect God to still use me in that gift as well because it is the same spirit that operates each one.

So, what are these gifts?  First of all you should understand that they are the manifestations of the Holy Spirit who resides within you.  Secondly, they are given to the body of Christ for the edification and support of the saints.  My gifts, therefore, really are not mine.  They are the gifts of God’s spirit even though they operate through me.  Also, these gifts were given to me not for myself but for you.  Your gifts are given to you for the benefit of others.  Mine for you, yours for them.

The word of wisdom is a way through which God can communicate His wisdom in a situation.  It is an informative gift.  The word of knowledge is similar but it is based on actual knowledge that the recipient of the gift already has.  When this gift is operating in you, you just know things that you could not know any other way than God telling you.  It is often used to confirm a word of the Lord to someone.  The knowledge you have about their situation helps them to understand that God is moving on that situation.  

The gift of faith is a special move of faith.  Obviously we all are supposed to live by faith but this spiritual gift is a faith that wells up inside of you so big that it is barely containable.  The gift of healing is pretty obvious.  God heals people through our hands just as He did with Jesus, Peter, and Paul.  Every believer can lay their hands on the sick and expect them to recover but the Holy Spirit works through some people with a special anointing for healing.  

Another gift is the effecting of miracles.  Miracles are common acts for God.  They are only miraculous to us.  This could be anything supernatural; something that we could not do on our own, that only the power of God could affect.  Clearly healing, and other manifestations of the Spirit can be called miraculous but this gift has to do with those things not listed here.  Prophecy is a gift by which God speaks to an individual or a body of people directly through a believer.  God doesn’t take over your body but He does give you the words to speak.  It is a very powerful gift.

The distinguishing of spirits is the gift that allows us to perceive spiritual beings and to discern who and what they are.  There are good spirits and there are bad spirits and the Holy Spirit helps us to tell the difference and to deal with them if need be.

Every believer is given the ordinary gift of tongues.  The gift listed here of other various kinds of tongues is a special manifestation of tongues.  It may operate such that you can speak a foreign language without knowing that language for example.  The gift of interpretation of tongues is exactly what it sounds like.  When it is in operation you understand what a person speaking in tongues is saying even though you do not know the language they are speaking.  The Holy Spirit gives you a supernatural understanding of what is being said.  

These are the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  You don’t have to be a minister in order to operate in them.  You only have to be a believer of Jesus.  So begin to meditate on these gifts and ask the Father to start using you if you are new to the things of the Spirit or to increase you in this area.  There are people with needs around you every day and a Spirit living inside of you that has been sent to help.  He is going to need your hands though.

1663. Monday, November 4, 2013

Isaiah 59: 15 - 16

And it was displeasing in His sight that there was no justice.  And He saw that there was no man, and was astonished that there was no one to intercede.

God looked and beheld that there was no justice in the land.  Israel was separated from Him and without God there is no justice.  But that is not what disturbed God most.  He had seen Israel wander from the chosen path previously.  What amazed God is that there was no one praying.  There was no person interceding for the nation of Israel.  God looked to and fro for a person who would pray and found none.  This was indeed a dark day for Israel.

One cannot weigh too heavily the power of intercession.  Intercessory prayer is simply that prayer which you offer for someone else.  It is prayer time that is dedicated to the needs of someone other than yourself.  Perhaps you spend ten minutes interceding on behalf of a co-worker.  Perhaps you pray for your nation and her people.  Nations and individuals topple for lack of prayerful people.  If we would save this nation we will do it through prayer.  If you would save your family, it also will be done through prayer.  God is not absent.  He sees the issues that abound and believe me, we are not awaiting Him; He is awaiting us.  God can do amazing things when He has a person with whom to work.  He has given the earth to us so it is we who have authority here.  We may exercise that authority through prayer and bring the heavenly host to redeem the lost and heal the broken.  Justice can be restored but intercessors are needed.

There is no thing which is impossible to a praying people.  With just a handful of people God can do wonders.  He formed revival in the nation of Wales through the prayers of just a few people, one man in particular.  But that man was determined.  He didn’t pray once and quit.  He constantly interceded for his people and nation and his prayers overcame the darkness and restored great light and victory.

Wouldn’t it be great if we became known as a people of prayer?  Can you imagine what a difference a dedication to prayer would mean in tangible ways to our families, friends and community?  Let us determine to live a devoted life of prayer before the Lord our God.  Let us dedicate ourselves to prayer.  When God looks upon us, let Him find a people of intercession and devotion.
1664. Tuesday, November 5, 2013

2 Chronicles 7:14
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 

You can really perceive the heart of God when you hear ministers preaching the same message.  Yesterday I sent you a word about intercession and how we can restore our land, our communities and our country if we will intercede in prayer.  Today’s verse from 2 Chronicles is the one that Kenneth Copeland sent out yesterday.  God is sending a clear message and that is that we are to pray for our land.  We should daily pray for our leaders whether they be our political, financial or ministerial leaders.  God is calling out to us telling us not to be like the Israelites who became so worldly and so apathetic that there was not even one person who was available to intercede.  It is time for us, the great church of the Christ, to arise and to take our rightful place.  We need to separate ourselves from the world and integrate ourselves to the Messiah, the Holy One of Israel.  We are a chosen people; a holy race and we must stand and fulfill our calling.  

You are not insignificant.  In your eyes perhaps you see only a small person with no great anointing of God.  But you are vital and I wish for you to see that.  You have heard it said before but there really are no small people in the kingdom of God.  And, if you want to know the whole truth, there are no really great people in the kingdom either.  It is in the collective that we are very strong and powerful.  We can do nothing in ourselves but when we join together in the power of the Holy Spirit believe me, there is nothing that is impossible.  When you pray this morning your prayer joins with mine and with everyone else who receives the Word of the Day.  We might be very little in ourselves but if just this small body, those who receive the Word of the Day, all pray in agreement believe me that great things will be done.  If no one else in the United States but just our little group got serious in coming together as a group and in praying, then we will see substantial changes.  

But first we must awaken the slumbering giant that is the church.  We must arise and take our stand for our God.  We must learn to dedicate ourselves to prayer and devote ourselves to the persons of the Holy Trinity.  Will you join with me in praying for the healing of our country?  I don’t ask that you should pray a certain political agenda.  What we need is God’s people to awaken.  Secondly, we can pray for and receive a revival in the land.  We can receive back God’s presence in our country and then that the lost would hear the message of the love of God and be welcomed into the kingdom of His dear son.  All it takes is for the smallest of us to come together in unity and in prayer.  Folks, it begins with us, just little us.  The Word of the Day people can begin a revolution that fuels a nationwide revival.  It only took three dedicated guys in Wales to start a revival and we have way more than that.  And then, how many people do you know?  How many people attend your church?  Do you see that if we, just our little group, gets started we can effect great change.  It takes dedication, devotion and some courage.  You have to have the fortitude to ask your friends to begin to pray with you.  You have to risk being embarrassed or your friends thinking you have fallen in the deep end.  I know that is hard but this is what I have learned, it is no fun in the shallow end.  The great fun is being in over your head.  Will you write me today and tell me that you will join me in praying for our country?  I know that is requiring something of you but all you have to do is click “reply” to this message.  You are the person that is needed.  I know you are a bit embarrassed but don’t let that stop you.  A revolution is begun with small steps.  Let this be yours.  Do you know how you eat an elephant?  One bite at a time.  So let us take our first bite, together.  Join with me, I pray you.
1665. Wednesday, November 6, 2013

Isaiah 59: 1

Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short that it cannot save; neither is His ear so dull that it cannot hear.  

On Monday we read Isaiah 59: 16.  Today we see how Isaiah began this message from the Lord.  The situation was that that God was still attentive to the needs of the nation of Israel but they had separated themselves from Him.  When you read the entire chapter you find that the body of Israel had developed hands of iniquity and lying lips, both of which are an abomination to God.  Their sin separated them from God and He couldn’t help them even though He was near and listening.  Moreover, God’s frustration was compounded by not being able to find a person who would intercede.  God wanted to help His people but their ears had become dull of hearing and their hearts had turned from their God.

We are blessed to be on this side of redemption which was won for us by Jesus.  We are never separated from God because Jesus restored us to a right relationship with Him, a relationship that was sealed in Jesus’ blood so that none could ever tarnish it or remove it.  None the less, a sin consciousness can still separate you from the blessings God has for you.  You see, God has never been distant.  He is and always has been as close as your next breath.  In Isaiah’s time the iniquity of the people separated them from God.  In our time it is our guilt that causes us to turn our faces from God.  Jesus has paid the price for your sin.  That means you do not have to.  He has restored you to a relationship with God so that you can go boldly into God’s presence.  Sometimes, though, we have a sin consciousness and that awareness of our short comings causes us to forsake the presence of God.  This, my beloved, is grave error.  Do not shun nor forsake that which Jesus bought with such a precious price.  Renounce sin, receive forgiveness and move into the very presence of God.  Additionally, there is now an intercessor for the scripture tells us that Jesus ever lives to make intercession for us (Hebrews 7: 25).  There is, therefore, no need or reason for you to ever be separated from God.  

God’s hand is not short; neither is His ear dull.  He can reach you no matter how deep your mess, no matter how far away you feel.  He hears your every cry, even your every whisper.  Let Him fill your life with His goodness which is His essence.  Let Him fill you to overflowing in Jesus’ name.
1666. Thursday, November 7, 2013

Hebrews 11: 1
King James
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Faith is the substance of those things you are praying for.  Faith is something real.  It is substantive.  It is not just an idea or a concept.  It isn’t just theology or a feeling.  It is the substance that becomes your answered prayer.

My dictionary defines substance as: the real or essential part or element of anything; essence, reality, or basic matter.  You see faith isn’t ethereal.  It is real even though it is not tangible.  A thought is real as is a word.  You cannot reach out and touch them with your fingers but they still are real and have real world consequences.  Some have said that we are the sum of our thoughts.  That is a powerful statement whether or not it is true.  Certainly our thoughts greatly influence our lives.  And by now we all know that our words have power.  And although they are not palpable they undoubtedly affect the substance of our lives.   So it is with faith.  Although we cannot bottle it, it is a crucial element in our answered prayers.

Faith is the very essence of the things you want or need.  And although you will not find it listed in the periodic table it is the element which God uses to form your answers.  Imagine, if you will, a periodic table of spiritual elements rather than physical elements.  Faith would be right up there.  Maybe its symbol is Fa.  Looking at the table we find that faith is the key building block for all things spiritual just as the physical elements are to the things of the physical realm.  In order for us to operate in the spiritual realm we must first grasp this concept that faith is substance.  It is something real.  It is something perceptible if not tangible.

The next premise we must understand is that faith is the substance, the essential building block of the things we are hoping for.  So, stop right here.  What are you hoping for?  For what are you praying?  Now picture a child’s building blocks.  Instead of the letters of the alphabet these blocks have their spiritual symbols on them.  You look there on the rug where are scattered all of the building blocks and you see a block with Fa on it.  You grab it.  Perhaps you can find more Fa.  You collect all that you can muster and you build the first level of your edifice.  As you look you see other blocks there with symbols on them.  Maybe there is P.  You reason, “That has got to be prayer.”  Another on has Co for confession, another W for the Word.  As you look you see more and more essential spiritual elements, the building blocks of a spiritual reality.  You gather them up, stacking them one atop the others until you have constructed something magnificent.  Then you realize that it was all rather easy and fun once you realized the blocks were there and that they were for you.  It is like the building blocks were in your toy chest all along but you didn’t know they were there or you didn’t realize what they were for.  Now you know, though and armed with new information you can begin to build anything that you need or want.  

There is one more premise that you need to understand though.  Everything that exists in the physical realm first came into being in the spiritual realm.  Everything that you can see, touch, taste, etc. first existed in the realm of the spirit.  Before the earth existed, before even the sun or the moon, God had an idea, a thought, a vision.  He then created in the physical that which existed first in His spirit.  Every creation of humankind was first birthed in the spirit of a person.  The spiritual realm is the realm of creation.  The physical realm is the realm of fabrication.  Therefore, before you manifest anything in the physical, you must first perceive and create it in the spiritual but now that you have your spiritual building blocks this will be child’s play for you.  

So we have today, opened up the toy chest and let the wonder of God’s creation flow out.  Perhaps you will identify some other spiritual building blocks other than the ones I mentioned and can write me telling me their spiritual symbols.  As you begin construction, though, remember that Fa (faith) is the essence of those dreams you are building.  It is a crucial element and must be included in every construction project.  Without it, you are building a house of cards.  Faith is the substance; it is the raw material of your hopes and dreams.  Dream big dreams.  Live large but begin in faith.

1667. Friday, November 8, 2013

Romans 10: 17

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

So did any of you discover yesterday when you went and pulled out your building blocks that there were not enough marked Fa for faith?  If so, don’t feel alone.  Everyone has struggled with insufficient faith at one time or another.  But be encouraged, we know how to get more.  Faith comes from hearing the word of Christ and about Christ.  Now, I am not making this up.  You know that I would point you to the Word of God given my choice but this is from God.  He recognizes that we suffer from low faith at times so He gave us a word through the Apostle Paul telling us exactly how we can go about getting more faith.  Faith comes from hearing the Word.  Period.  There is no other way to build your faith than immersing yourself in the Word.  Do take note, however, that you do not have to do this on your own.  Verse 17 tells us that faith comes from hearing the Word of Christ.  That means that your faith can be built by hearing someone speak from the Word.  Faith can be built up in your spirit by listening to faith filled preachers and teachers who share the Word of God with you.  Now do you see one of the reasons God gave us ministers?  But you need to notice one thing.  Just listening to any old preacher talk about whatever is not going to increase your faith.  It isn’t the preacher that builds faith; it is the Word but when you have an anointed minister of the gospel delivering the Word of God, then your spirit is fed and faith grows.

Do you want to know why some congregations are suffering and shrinking?  This verse makes that answer obvious.  They have abandoned the Word.  If the congregation is not hearing the Word of Christ, if they are not being fed from God’s Word, then they are going to suffer malnutrition and their faith will atrophy.  It is a very bad situation but easily remedied.  All we have to do is get back in the Word.

You will also find that nothing builds your faith more than you hearing the Word in your own private study time.  I teach people to read the Word aloud to themselves.  Let both your ears and your eyes feast on the Word.  Those who study learning tell us that the more senses we employ in our learning, the greater our comprehension and retention will be.  Listen with your ears and your spirit then within your spirit faith will grow.  You are being developed; your spirit is being developed in a similar fashion as we develop our bodies.  Your spirit must be fed spiritual food and be exercised.  And, I am sorry to say, that is not going to happen from one hour in church on Sunday.  There are known ways to develop the mind and the body.  Now you see how to develop this third part of yourself, your spirit.  It is there that faith will abide and be exercised.  So feed yourself on the Word.  Don’t worry if you don’t understand everything the first time through.  You would be exceedingly rare if you did.  And don’t stumble over passages with which you don’t agree.  More often than not you are not hearing it right.  You can read something and think it means one thing when in fact it can mean almost the exact opposite.  As our spirits develop we gain greater spiritual understanding and those things become clear.  And for goodness sake, do not limit yourself to a King James Bible.  Yes, I know it is beautiful.  It is poetic but unless you speak Elizabethan English it is not going to be as clear to you as a modern language translation.  I recommend the New American Standard for its accuracy and ease of reading.  The New International version reads even more easily although it is a little less accurate.  Most importantly, surround yourself with Bible teaching and the Word itself.  Through this your faith will grow and having developed faith will provide you the building blocks for your dreams and goals.  It is through your faith that God will create miracles so put the Word of God in your eyes and ears.

1668. Monday, November 11, 2013

Mark 11: 22

And Jesus answered saying to them, “Have faith in God.”

We looked last week at faith and saw that faith is the primary building block of our answers to prayer.  It is the very essence, the substance of those things for which we are hoping and praying.  Faith (Fa) gives substance, almost tangibility to our hope.  We also learned how to increase, build and develop our faith.  Faith comes from hearing the Word of God in Christ.  So we now know that we need faith and we know that if our faith is low we can increase it by feeding on God’s Word.  Still I believe there is an open question though.  You understand faith’s role in your life and you understand how to get it but there may still be a little vagueness on how we recognize faith.  We know that faith is the substance of the things we hope for but what does that substance look like in your life.  I told you that it is not a feeling.  It is not a restatement of our belief system or theology.  So what is it?

The American Heritage Dictionary defines faith as: a confident belief in the truth, value, or trustworthiness of a person, idea or thing.  2) Belief that does not rest on logical proof or material evidence. This is a right definition, I think.  Faith is that confident belief in what God says, what His Word says, without regard to logic or physical evidence.  Faith, that absolute belief and trust in God, replaces physical evidence.  It becomes the evidence of those things for which we hope.  Faith believes and stands even when there is worldly evidence to the contrary.  For example, which will you believe in regards to your health?  Do you believe “By his stripes you were healed,” or do you believe your body?  Which is truth?  The dictionary definition says that faith believes in the truth even in the face of material evidence.  What makes us think that your body is telling you the truth?  Which will we believe our bodies or God?  Well, that is the secret to faith and to receiving all that God has promised.  

Faith believes God!  Faith stands on the promise of God and defies what the world would say.  Faith believes despite material evidence.  I like to say, “The facts don’t count.”  Don’t tell me the facts.  Tell me the answer.  What does God have to say about the situation?  Are you rich or are you poor?  The answer is that you are what you believe.  If you believe the world’s report then you are poor and you will be poor all the days of your life.  If you have the guts to believe God even in the face of all the facts about our economy, then no devil in hell can prevent you from prospering financially?  You see faith will go out there and grab all that God has promised.  It is the substance of those promises which you believe.  Faith is an unapologetic reliance upon and trust in the Lord God.    Faith takes hold of His promises and brings them into physical reality.  Look, all of the promises of God are yea and amen.  In other words, He has already said, “Yes.”  And, these promises, these things to which God has already said, “Yes,” already exist in the spiritual realm.  He has already provided every answer to prayer.  Faith appropriates those answers and pulls them in to the physical.  It is believing God and trusting Him that causes those things to manifest in the physical.  Everything you need, everything you want has already been provided for you.  God has already created your answered prayer.  Now you can just take hold of it through faith.  And don’t make this complicated.  It is simply a matter of believing and then just standing on that belief until that thing manifests.  Sometimes the devil will try to stop the answer from getting to you but Jesus has already defeated him so if you will just stand, you will receive.  Just keep your eyes on God’s promise instead of the evidence that the devil will try to fool you with.  It will boil down to your belief.  Who do you believe the devil or God?  Now don’t laugh.  Most Christians believe the devil and let him win every single day.  It is the way we have been programed.  We live in a physical world so we tend to believe the physical evidence whether or not it is truth.  We just think it is real because we can see it so we are fooled.  But, if on the other hand, you will put God’s Word in your eyes and ears, if you will let His Word fill your heart and your understanding then you will see real truth and you will not settle for anything but God’s best, and that is what God wants for you.  

Faith is that unwavering belief that God is able and willing to do all that He has promised.  Once you see in the Bible what God has promised, then you can apply your faith to it and receive it.  God is an awesome God with an awesome plan for you.  Learn to exercise your faith and get in cooperation with God.  You are going to receive those things for which you have been praying for years.  Then you will gladly proclaim the greatness of God.
1669. Tuesday, November 12, 2013

Acts 14: 11 – 15

When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they raised their voice, saying in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have become like men and have come down to us.”  And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker.  The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.

One thing that bothers me is when people blame God for the bad things that happen in life.  In fact, I take great exception to it because that is my kind and loving father of whom they speak.  I really get perturbed when I hear Christians doing it.  I was speaking with our Father God about it and He showed me why this error so frequently occurs.  Primarily it is a lack of teaching and our cultural inheritance that leads us to making this mistake.  Therefore, if you do blame God, it is my fault for having not taught you better.  When the rest of the world does so, it is likewise because they have not been taught correctly.  There is a foundation in our culture and our education system that leads us to this conclusion so we must be educated in truth in order to overcome this error.

When you read the New Testament, especially the Pauline epistles, it will place you in good stead to realize that those writers were writing to a population very different from us.  Now, that is not to say that those truths don’t stand in our culture, not at all.  That Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law is applicable to all times, cultures and populations.  However, it will increase our understanding greatly when we put Biblical text in context and understand to whom the authors are writing.  

As you know, the New Testament was written in Greek.  The Greco-Roman culture was the context of the New Testament writings.  We also are in many instances the heirs of Greek learning and culture.  And, I don’t wish to say that is a bad thing.  There is much that we have gained from the Greek model.  What you should understand, however, is how it affects your faith.  And when you understand the environment in which Paul and the other writers lived and wrote you can gain a keener perspective on their writings and how the Greco-Roman culture continues to influence us today.

So, to get directly on point, in order to understand why people blamed God for the bad things that happened in life all those many years ago and why people still do it today you have to first appreciate their understanding of God and the spiritual realm.  Only the Jewish people believed in a monotheistic God.  Everyone else had a god for every aspect of human life and experience.  If you look up Greek Mythology you will be amazed by the number of God’s and sub-Gods they had.  Also, we must understand that what we now call mythology was their belief system.  Honestly, while they didn’t know the god, Yahweh, and they certainly didn’t understand all the players in the spiritual realm, they did have a realization that something was going on.  For example, they had a God of the air.  His name was Aether and he was the primeval god of the upper air.  Ephesians 2: 2 tells us of this air god, “You went along with the crowd and were just like all the others, full of sin, obeying Satan, the mighty prince of the power of the air, who is at work right now in the hearts of those who are against the Lord.”  They also had a god who was king of the heavens.  This was Zeus.  The ancients understood that there were spiritual beings influencing and affecting their lives, which is more than I can say for most of us.  They believed that there was a spirit of sickness, one of madness, whose name was mania, as well as a spirit of well-being. 

Now, while we don’t adhere to this religious structure we have inherited a great deal from the ancient Greeks including philosophy, government, language, architecture and much more besides.  Even their gods have found their way into our culture and language.  Do you know what “Nike” means?  Nike was the goddess of victory.  So the next time you lace on a pair of Nike’s think of that.  There was Typhon from where we get the word typhoon and if you have been watching the news about the devastation in the Philippines then you can probably guess what Typhon was the god of.  He was a storm giant.  And Hypnos was the god of sleep.  So, you see, there is a great deal that has been passed down to us from the ancient Greeks.  

In our enlightened state we know that there is but one GOD.  He is Yahweh, the great I AM.  What they understood, though, that we have failed to grasp is that there is a superfluity, a virtual cornucopia of spirit beings.  They understood that there were benevolent spirit beings and malevolent beings.  Because we know that there is only one GOD, we have attributed all of the acts of these other spirit beings to the one God.  And that is why otherwise intelligent, enlightened Christians can be so wrong in identifying malicious actors.  We have failed to reclassify all of those other minor “gods.”  And I would like to add here, this is why education is important.  In studying Greek mythology we can see ourselves.  We do not study Greek Mythology, or Roman or Norse in order to find God.  We know the one true God.  He is our Father.  But, in studying the Greeks we can see how we have failed to account for all of the spiritual beings that they knew of but mistakenly called Gods.

There is God.  He is a triune being, as are we, and shows Himself through the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  There are angels and they are the benevolent, kind, helpful spirits.  You probably know and understand that.  Then, there are malicious spirits which are demons.  Now here is where too many Christians stumble.  For some reason we don’t seem to want to recognize the existence of demons.  There are at least two reasons that I can offer for this phenomenon.  First I think that the idea of demons just scares people.  It shouldn’t since Jesus has given us authority over every demon from hell but there is another problem there.  We are not being taught about our authority.  Secondly, I think that Satan has done an amazing job of keeping himself and his employees under the radar so to speak.  The end result is that when something bad happens people ask, “Why did God do that?”  Unlike the ancient Greeks they don’t even acknowledge the effect of the evil spirits.  Knowing that there is but one God we have been fooled into thinking that there is only one actor in the spiritual realm.  So, while the ancients sometimes look foolish to us, they have some insights too and we would be benefited by learning from their experiences.

1670. Wednesday, November 13, 2013

Mark 4: 14, 18 – 19

The sower sows the word.  And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns: these are the ones who have heard the word, and the worries of the world … enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

The world is full of worries and Christians are not immune but we see the cost these worries have on people.  It causes the Word which has been sown in their lives to become unfruitful.  Let’s take a little test.  Which do you hear more of on a daily basis, the Word or the news channel?  Now you have answers to many of the questions you have been asking God.  This is a very revealing test, is it not?  Let’s face it, there is no way that you can inundate yourself with the negativity of the news and it not affect you.  And this is even more the case when the news you are hearing about the world outweighs the Word you are hearing.  

Jesus said that you are not of the world (John 15: 19) so why would you flood yourself with the news of the world?  You were born of the Word.  You need to read the news of the Word.  It is the Word which gives you life and every time you engage yourself in the Word it is like going back and dipping yourself in life-giving waters.   

We are our own worst enemies.  We make choices which are completely inconsistent with our articulated goals and dreams.  This is one of the reasons why writing your goals is so important.  It causes your mind to focus on those things which will help you achieve your goals and highlights those things which sabotage your dreams.  As you read these words you know full well that your desires will be furthered by spending time in the Word.  You also know that the time you spend listening to negative news reports is going to hinder your progress.  Yet, we all need to be reminded to look at our daily habits for it is in those sometimes small things that we do or that we ignore that our goals will be realized or forsaken.

God has a good word for you and a good plan.  He wants to show you His glory and His favor.  Do you want that as well?  Then you must attend to His Word.  The worries of this world will choke out the Word that has been sown in your life.  Jesus said so.  The Word which has been sown into you has great power and great potential.  It is, however, a seed and it needs to be watered and nurtured.  The 24 hour news channel is sowing weeds into your garden which will choke out that divine seed making the Word sown unfruitful.  Don’t let anything or anyone steal the blessing from you.  Care for it and it will grow into a mighty tree which will give you shelter and feed you with its fruit.
1671. Thursday, November 14, 2013

Romans 12: 2

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind ….

The first part of this message is clear, we are not to conform to or be the same as the world, or to the people who are not Christians.  But how are we to be different?  Well, in most ways I should say or even in all ways but specifically in our thinking.  We should not think the same way as others.  We are different because we have been reborn into a different kingdom.  God translated us out of the kingdom of darkness (the world) and into the kingdom of His dear son (Colossians 1: 13).  Jesus said that we are no longer a part of this world (John 15: 19).  So, we are separate and apart.  We should, therefore, take on the appearance, in word, deed and thought, of our new life in Christ Jesus.

Paul goes on to tell us how we enter this metamorphic phase of life.  We are transformed through the renewal of our minds.  So Paul tells us that this transformation must take place in our minds.  Our thoughts and even our thought process changes.  We should no longer think like the world.  So the $10,000 question must be, “How do we change our thinking?  By what process is our mind to be renewed?”  If we are to think no longer the way the world does then how are we to think?  And how do we learn to think in this different way?  The answer is probably fairly obvious.  We are to begin to think as our Father thinks.  Our minds are to be renewed from a worldly perspective to a Godly perspective.  Well, this is only logical when you consider that we have been raised to sit in heavenly places with Jesus (Ephesians 2: 6).  Of course our perspective should change.  But how?  The clear answer is that our minds are renewed by and through the Word.  If we want to see and think the way the Father does, we need our minds renewed by His Words, His thoughts and those can be found in His book.  When you read it you will find contrasts to the way worldly thinkers approach situations.  Then you know you are on the right track.  We want God’s kind of results not the world’s so we must wash our brains.  

Let me give you one small example.  As I am sure you have noticed, the business community as a whole has had a shift in thinking over the last 50 years.  The corporate concern is the bottom line.  What are the numbers that we will have to show our shareholders?  There is a decreased emphasis on reputation and customer service.  Now, where do you think Jesus would stand as a CEO or President of the Board of Directors?  He says that we are to be led by love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Galatians 5: 22).  We are to perform all our work in excellence and serve our masters humbly and gratefully.  In other words, you never give anyone anything less than your best.  Does that sound like corporate America today?  So then, who is corporate America following?

Another example?  Okay, God teaches you to sow in a time of famine.  God teaches us to keep giving at all times.  We learn from our financial structure to spend on our flesh even to spending money that we don’t have.  Giving is at an all-time low because individuals and businesses spent money they didn’t have, the banking industry gave up its long held practices and the walls came tumbling down and we still haven’t recovered economically.  But, if we will turn and listen to God again, if we will renew our minds to His Word, His way of thinking and doing then we will recover.  We will reap, as Isaac did, a hundredfold in the time of famine.  The thing is, one cannot reap a hundredfold return if they did not sow to begin with.  If I remember my elementary school math correctly, 100 X 0 = 0.  So, we quit giving, spent all that we had on ourselves, the businesses and financial institutions gave up there conservative fiscal policies, Congress passed legislation that allowed and encouraged bad business practices.  Everyone abandoned what God had taught us over the eons and look what happened.

But, God has sent us to preach the Good News and the Good News is that it can all change in a moment.  When you renew your mind to the Word of God, your situations will be transformed as well.  We just need a good old-fashioned brain washing.  Wash all that junk out of your head with the Word of the Lord.  Get on God’s ways of doing things and you will get His results instead of the world’s results.  

1672. Friday, November 15, 2013

1 Timothy 4: 13

Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching.

If you could hear any New Testament preacher, teacher, or apostle preach who would it be?  I suppose many of us would like to hear Paul speak.  The apostle Paul wrote two-thirds of the New Testament.  Basically he came behind Jesus and explained much of what Jesus said.  Another thing that is good about Paul’s letters is that they were written to Christian believers, many or most of who were Gentiles.  Although Paul was a Jew among Jews his chief ministry was to the Gentiles.  All of that is to say that Paul speaks directly to us as New Testament believers.  The Gentiles of Paul’s day like most of us had not been steeped in Jewish tradition.  They didn’t know the writings of the prophets.  They didn’t even know how to be Christians so Paul taught them.  He started churches and trained pastors like Timothy.  So in this verse we see Paul teaching and establishing what we should do and how we should go about learning.  This is a critical statement from Paul regarding the training and edification of the church.

Try to imagine the Apostle Paul walking in your church on Sunday.  What do you think he would do, say?  This verse probably answers that question.  I think he would read scripture, exhort the people, which means to encourage or urge, and then he would teach.  And I have a sneaking suspicion that he probably wouldn’t wrap up on time but that no one would care because his message would be so anointed that no one would want to leave anyway.

If you are a minister then this verse is instruction and advice.  People don’t need our advice.  They need the Word of God.  If you are not, then what do you take from it?  I think it shows what Paul thought was important.  People must be exposed to the scriptures and they must be taught.  You can at a minimum increase your own exposure to the scriptures.  You also now know what others need, right?  They need the scriptures, to be pushed and encouraged and they need to be taught.  Of course the teaching is of the scriptures.  Read the scriptures publically and then explain them.  That is our task.  And remember, this advice isn’t for the world, the unsaved.  This is what believers need.  The Word of God is our life line.  We must hear it, read it and have it taught to us.  Put yourself in a position to receive.
1673. Monday, November 18, 2013

John 8: 31
Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine.”

I want you to first take notice to whom Jesus is speaking.  You can learn much about the scriptures if you will note who the speaker is addressing and the circumstances of the speech.  In this case Jesus is speaking to Jews who believed in him as the Messiah.  Today we would call these people Messianic Jews.  They haven’t lost their Jewish heritage but they believe that Jesus is the Messiah.  So, these would have been people who were raised up in the scriptures.  I am sure that they are people who would have also understood discipleship.   The Jewish people had waited for generations for the coming of the Messiah.  They anticipated his appearance in the earth with great eagerness and generation after generation prepared themselves for his coming.  So, here we see Jesus speaking with his people and instructing them on what to do now that he was come.  “Attend my words,” he says.  Now if you were a Jew sitting there listening to Jesus speak you would well know that he was teaching an ancient doctrine.  Read the fourth Proverb and you will see that this idea was not new.  And the Jews sitting there would have immediately known the exact scripture that Jesus was speaking to their hearts.  Jesus consolidated that Old Testament teaching into the modern theology.  The Jews knew that things would never be the same again now that the Messiah had come but Jesus told them in precise language that his word would remain.  If you study Jesus’ messages you will find the Genesis of many of them in the Old Testament.  He often quoted scripture because remember, he was (and is) a Jew.  He studied the ancient writings.  

So Jesus is teaching them, in this passage, that his words, like the Father’s, have power.  The Jews had been taught to pay attention to God’s Word and now Jesus is telling them that his words are the Father’s words.  In order to be a disciple of the Messiah, he told them, you must abide in “His Word”.  You must study and live with the Word if you want to be a disciple of Christ.  I doubt the Jews were very much surprised by this instruction.  In fact, I wonder if they were very much relieved because they knew how to study the scriptures.  The scriptures were actually a part of their culture.  

Now fast forward 2000 years and we have this passage of scripture being read by non-Jewish Christians.  We haven’t been steeped in years of oral and written history.  Most of us probably didn’t know the Old Testament when we came to the saving knowledge of Jesus so we have been playing catch up.  We don’t hear thousands of years of scripture when Jesus speaks one or two short phrases and we certainly have not been raised knowing about the power that is in God’s Word.

Your church may teach discipleship.  You may even have discipleship classes.  Well, here is where Jesus taught about discipleship and he said that it is in His Word.  This is the key element we need if we are to be true followers of the Christ.  Jesus is the Word (John 1: 1).  So if you are going to be an adherent of Christ then you necessarily must adhere to the Word.  It really is that simple.

1674. Tuesday, November 19, 2013

John 8: 32

“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.”

The truth cannot set you free if you don’t know it.  It is that application of truth that sets a person free.  When you know the truth then you cannot be bound by a lie.  No matter what the devil tells you, and we all know that he is the father of lies (John 8: 44), you will not fall under his bondage when you know the truth.  Okay, so what is this truth which will set us free?

Jesus revealed in John 14:6 that he is the truth.  He is the epiphany that will set you free.  When you have a revelation of Jesus and his love then there is no lie that the devil can tell you that will subject you again to that yoke of slavery.  But let us look a bit closer.  Do you remember also what John 1: 1 & 14 say?  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.”  Of course this is referring to Jesus.  Jesus was with God in the beginning.  Everything that came into being did so through Jesus.  Look also at revelation 19: 13; “And He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood; and His name is called the Word of God.”  Wow!  That is powerful.  Through these two verses we come to the true knowledge that Jesus is the Word of God.  So, you shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.  Jesus is the truth.  He is also the Word; therefore, you shall know the Word and the Word shall set you free.  That makes sense, doesn’t it?  You believe that the Word of God is truth, don’t you?  And that truth is powerful as a two-edged sword.  It has power for breaking through strongholds and demolishing bondage of all types.  And here is more good news just in case you are fearful that you don’t “know the Word.”  You don’t have to know all of it for it to begin to set you free.  Every bit that you know is freedom in that area.  The Word that you know is the Word that acquires liberty for you.  Certainly it is in our own interest to know more and more of the Word because the more we know then the more liberty we have.  But you are not alone in that pursuit.  I am daily delivering to you the Word of freedom.  Every single Word of the Day is adding to your liberty base.  And once you have the Word of God in an area then the devil can no longer bind you.  His lie will be revealed by the truth that you know.

One last observation … the verse right before today’s verse, verse 31, is the one we had yesterday which reads, “If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine.”  What is the significance of this?  Well, first Jesus instructs his disciples to abide in his Word and then the very next thing he says, without even putting a period between the two statements is, “you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.”  Jesus is teaching his disciples how to live free and victorious and he says the way to do it is to abide in his Word.  That should settle that question and give you something to shout about.
1675. Wednesday, November 20, 2013

 Romans 8: 29 – 30

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, He justified, these He also glorified.

Wow!  Did I read that right?  It says that God has glorified you.  You have been justified and glorified.  Did you know that?  You are not some lowly worm of the dirt.  You are the glory of God.  Hey!  Don’t look at me funny.  Paul said it, not me but I am just daring enough to believe what the Bible says about me.  And the Bible has a lot of good things to say about us as believers.  We are the righteousness of God.  The Bible says so and yet many people still go around calling themselves worthless sinners.  Are you kidding me?  Do you think God sent His son to earth to die for a bunch of people He considers worthless?  Of course not!  The truth is we try to appear humble because we are tied up in our ego.  When a person really deals with their ego issues that don’t have a problem accepting the justification and glorification that God has given us because he knows it is all because of Jesus.  Jesus has made us the glory of God.  We are nothing in ourselves but we are everything in Jesus because Jesus has bathed us in His glory and He is worthy of all the glory ever made.  All you’ve got to do is to stand beside Jesus and let his glory rain down on you.

You should get happy when you read passages like this one.  This is the articulation of the vision God had for you before beginning of time.  Do you know that He saw you way back then?  He foreknew you.  He has been awaiting you for eons.  Then Adam went and messed up and knocked us all out of God’s family.  Did you know that “Adam” means God’s blood?  You see, God was starting a family.  But then Adam gave his allegiance to the devil and in that instant we all became outcasts.  But God put into motion a plan by which He would re-create you back into the very image of His dear son which of course is His own image.  We were ugly critters but thank God for His plan and His son.  That precious blood of Jesus not only washed us clean but put us back into a blood covenant with the Father.  We were reborn of the blood of God.  I guess that makes you Adam.  You see, that blood is now your blood and God didn’t spend His blood on any little worms.  You are God’s pride and joy, the apple of His eye.  And the blood has justified you and glorified you.

Don’t ever minimize your value or importance.  You are the manifestation of what God dreamed before He made the earth.  He saw you and He loved you so He created the earth for your home and gave you Himself.  Jesus was the first child but we are all now the children of God and precious in His sight.

1676. Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mark 8: 34

And He summoned the multitude with His disciples, and said to them, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”

This is an interesting passage.  I have heard a lot of folks talk about “taking up our cross” bit but very few recite the “deny himself” part. Why is that do you suppose?  Frankly, the cross bearing idea seems to me to much maligned too.  People have made it into a religious symbol border on a pagan rite.  Meanwhile they have ignored the part about denying ourselves, but these two phrases go together as well as thematically combining with Jesus’ next words.  He goes onto talking about losing and yet finding one’s life.  This is all about the discipleship of Christ.

We all have a role in the body of Christ.  Jesus’ was in going to the cross and shedding his blood for the forgiveness of sins and the reconciliation of the body.  In this passage he is calling us to answer the call that is upon our lives, to do for the body of Christ and the kingdom, that which only we can do.  Your calling is not mine and only you can fill your position in the body of Christ.  This passage is a call from Jesus to say, “if you want to be my disciple, if you want to follow me, then put aside your selfish aims and goals and take up that divine purpose to which God has uniquely called you.”  

God has already promised to give you the desires of your heart (Psalm 37: 4) just for delighting yourself in Him so your mind should no longer have to meditate on the desires of your heart.  You should now be free to concentrate on God and His desires for you.  

When we deny our lives and focus on Jesus and his purposes, all of those other things flow to us.  See Mathew 6: 33.  So the key to life is to get you off your mind.  Lose the “I” pronoun.  Find out what Jesus’ intent is and set your mind on those things.  Deny yourself by no longer being “I” minded.  Become Christ minded.  Find the time to talk with him about the things he wants to talk about.  Take time to read his word.  Listen to him speak to you about the direction for your life and then pursue vigorously those lofty goals.  And if you are not 120 years old yet, then it is not time for you to lay down your threshing tools. 

As we approach this Christmas Time, think about denying yourself by not thinking of you, your needs and wants but instead focusing your mind and attention on Jesus.  Get Jesus on your mind.  Deny yourself the luxury of fixating on yourself.  There is a great gift hidden in this request.  Hear and receive.

1677. Friday, November 22, 2013

Psalm 50: 14 – 15

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the Most High; and call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honor me.

God is trying to draw us into a relationship.  He isn’t really interested in your sacrifices per se but rather in a two way relationship.  If you read the rest of the Psalm you will see that He owns everything so really we are only giving Him what is already His.  Since all of the animals of the world were His when Israel offered a bull or a goat they were only giving God what was His already so the sacrifice itself was not what God was trying to teach them.

God created this earth in anticipation of a family.  He created people so that He could have personal relationships with them.  Many of us, though, just treat God like an ATM machine.  The only time we talk to Him is when we need something.  Most of our conversation with Him is about His meeting our needs.  God wants to build a relationship of honor with us where we honor Him and He honors us.  He wants a relationship built on mutual respect and admiration.  He is happy to do things for us but He wants us to show Him affection as well.

What would it be like if you talked with your Father but didn’t ask for anything?  I know that for myself I do often ask God for His power even if I am not asking for myself.  I pray for a lot of other folks too but I have to ask myself how much I just hang out with Him.  Do I only talk to Him when I want Him to flex His muscles?

One of the ways we do honor God is by giving to Him.  That shows a self-less act.  We are giving of ourselves rather than asking Him for something.  Also, if you understand covenant you will appreciate that your giving opens doors for God to give.  You see, in a covenant He is bound to do for you what you do for Him.  Did you ever think that is why He had Abraham offer Isaac?  When Abraham raised his knife to sacrifice his son to God then the door was opened for God to sacrifice His son for Abraham and his heirs.

There is a lot of power and subtlety in the things of the Spirit and we don’t know or understand it all yet.  You would think it would be enough for us that God says for us to do this thing or that thing but it is not. We want to understand it.  Simple obedience really would be so much easier on us but it is not our way.  So, in today’s message God is sharing with us two reasons He wants us to honor Him in our giving, in our sacrifices.  They bring us into greater fellowship with Him and they open doors for Him to work in our lives.  Can you picture yourself taking the fatted calf to the priest for an offering?  Can you see the reverence on your face and in your manner?  You can express that same reverence and honor with a check too though you really have to engage in the process.  Pray over that offering.  Ask God which ministry He wishes to sow into.  And when you let that offering go expect it to go forth and create a blessing.  That is its purpose.  And when it does, God will be honored.  You see it really does work.
1678. Monday, November 25, 2013

Mark 6: 1 – 3

And He went out from there and He came into His home town; and His disciples followed Him.  And when the Sabbath had come He began to teach in the synagogue; and the many listeners were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things, and what is this wisdom given to Him, and such miracles as these performed by His hands?  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and the brother of James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon?  Are not His sisters here with us?”  And they took offense at Him.

What an amazing passage of scripture.  It befuddles at so many levels.  I am at first astonished that Jesus went into the temple on the Sabbath of all days and began to teach.  What bravado!  But then, I guess, when you know your calling, are certain of it, you are emboldened to do what God has called you to do.  

The people there in Jesus’ home community knew him, they knew his whole family as you see.  They also knew that he had never been to seminary.  Jesus wasn’t trained as a Rabbi.  He was a carpenter.  At first the people were astonished and they were blessed.  We know this because they heard the wisdom with which he taught and they saw the miracles that were taking place at his hands.  Miracles attest to the power of God in operation.  In fact, if you have a reference Bible, you will see that the word “miracle” used here is actually “works of power.”  That is what a miracle is, correct?  Well, the people heard the wisdom of Jesus and saw the miracle working power flowing from him and were amazed because they knew of his lack of training.  But these were also Jews and they would have recognized the anointing of God in operation.  And as long as they were able to receive God’s wisdom and power through Jesus, they were amazed and blessed.  But what happened?  

As you read on in this chapter you discover that Jesus left there and went out teaching in other villages because he could do no miracles because of the unbelief of his hometown friends and family.  Verse 3 says that the people “took offense” at him but again, look at your footnotes and discover that the closer reading is that they “were being made to stumble” over him.  He became a stumbling block of offense.  Isn’t that remarkable?

What I believe happened is that people began to react with their brains instead of their spirits.  They were at first astonished and miracles and wisdom were flowing.  But then they began to reason.  They no longer proceeded in faith but in reasoning.  Reasoning will kill you.  You’ve just got to accept these things on faith.  You can hear these people reasoning.  Although they saw with their own eyes the attesting miracles they began to say to one another, “Isn’t this Jesus whom we know, the carpenter, son of Mary?   Isn’t this the kid we saw grow up here?  He hasn’t been trained in the Holy Scriptures.”  They began to reason among themselves and talked themselves out of their miracles.  How sad is that?  But we are not so different today.  

Don’t we still try to reason away miracles?  Don’t we excuse blessings to luck?  When people see someone who is truly blessed don’t they try to find some worldly reason for their blessings?   Failing that they just chalk it up to luck.  Faith reaches out and takes those miracles and blessings while mental gymnastics kill the workings of faith.  

God is still working in the earth today.  Some of his anointed have degrees from fine seminaries, but God is not bound by diplomas.  He can work through you as well as He can anyone.  You see, ultimately it is the anointing which blesses people not education.  I am not against education at all, as a matter of fact I rather relish academic pursuits but that is not to say that we should put our faith in those things.  God anoints whom He anoints.  Or didn’t you ever wonder why Jesus wasn’t put in the situation to be trained as a Rabbi?  That seems odd doesn’t it?  And yet Jesus was the greatest teacher and miracle worked of all.

It is the anointing of God which is the creative power of God and God can put that anointing on you just as easily as He can anyone else.  So, look for the wisdom of God and the miracles of God.  Follow love.  Don’t stumble over someone who doesn’t have all the degrees you would expect and most of all don’t be surprised if you are the next person God wants to use.  Ministers have an appointed role in the body of Christ but the real work of the gospel is for the lay people.  Attend to God’s Word and let Him lead you.
1679. Tuesday, November 26, 2013

Mark 6: 34 – 37

And when it was already quite late, His disciples came up to Him and began saying, “The place is desolate and it is already quite late; send them away so that they may go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”  But He answered and said to them, “You give them something to eat!”  And they said to Him, “Shall we go and spend two hundred denarii on bread and give them something to eat?”

Jesus is often portrayed as poor, almost like a beggar but this just isn’t true.  Did you know that Jesus had a treasurer?  He sure did; Judas, the one who betrayed him was his treasurer.  Now why did he have a treasurer if he was broke?

In reading this week I came across this passage and saw an example of just how large Jesus’ purse was.  The disciples asked him if he expected them to spend 200 denarii to feed the people.  A denarius equals the wages for one day, so that would mean spending 200 days’ wages.  Obviously we are talking about a lot of money here but let’s take a little closer look.

200 denarii represents about 55% of a person’s annual wage.  So let’s consider this in modern terms.  Imagine that you make $100,000 annually.  Fifty-five percent of your income would be $55,000.  Now imagine that Jesus tells you to feed the mass of people.  Most people estimate that there were approximately 20,000 people in attendance that day when you count the women and children.  So, it is going to take 55% of your annual income to feed them or $55,000.  Are you following along here?  

Now here is the interesting part.  The disciples apparently had the 200 denarii in their purse to spend.  They just didn’t want to.  They did not want to bear the financial burden of feeding the multitude.  “Send them to the towns and villages so that they can feed themselves,” they said.  But Jesus said, “You feed them.”  There is a powerful message in here about faith and feeding the multitude that we aren’t even touching today.  Instead notice what is going on here at a practical level.  These disciples didn’t want to part with their 200 denarii but what amazes me is that they had 200 denarii to be concerned over.  In other words, it would be like you having half of your annual salary available as discretionary income, or in our example $55,000.  Most people are quite well-managed if they have one month’s income stashed away.  Think about it.  The disciples were carrying around between six and seven months income with them.  They had to have faith just to keep from getting robbed.  Now you know why Peter was wearing a sword (didn’t you wonder about that).  

Christians have had a broke and sick mentality which is just so wrong that it is repugnant.  We have been tricked, fooled.  Jesus was blessed going in and going out.  He was blessed in the city and in the country (Deut. 28).  He is the son of God!  He knew how to live by faith; he had synagogue officials falling at his feet.  The wealthy and powerful besought him and his ministry.  Can you think of a single reason why he would be broke?  Of course not, it defies logic but millions of Christians and lived poor, pitiful existences thinking they were emulating Christ’s experience.  We have been duped.  If we really want to live as Christ lived then having or not having money wouldn’t really even be a question because Jesus could give away everything he had and still have all of his needs met.  I imagine it was hard for him to stay broke even when he did give it all away because he was blessed.  People blessed him.  They gave to him out of their substance (Luke 8: 2 – 4).  We have so many ideas that have been passed down to us but when we really read God’s book we find passages like this and our eyes pop open and the revelation pours into our hearts.  Take heart my sisters and brothers.  You don’t have to be broke to be holy.  You don’t have to be rich to be holy either but let me tell you something.  The more you dedicate yourself to the father, the harder you are going to find it to be broke, sick and miserable.  There is victory in Christ Jesus, who is Lord of all and worthy to be praised.

1680. Wednesday, November 27, 2013

Psalm 32: 7

Thou art my hiding place; thou dost preserve me from trouble; thou dost surround me with songs of deliverance.  [Selah]

Yesterday I was watching the weather reports and contemplating my drive through the mountains to Ohio.  As you know, the forecast began with pretty dire predictions.  Then I began to pray and included the weather in my prayers.  I was also trying to figure out what I was going to write on for today when the thought “Psalm 32” ran through my mind.  “Alright, I thought, let’s go see what it says.”  I have verse 6 circled in my Bible and verse 8 highlighted and I have written on both of those verses.  I read them first because the markings caught my eye but they did not strike me as a message for me or for the Word of the Day and like I said, I have written on them.  So, I settled in to read the whole psalm and ascertain what the Lord was saying to me.  Then I read verse 7 and the bells went off.  What a beautiful passage.

Selah means to pause and consider.  In other words, don’t just go straight on to verse 8.  Stop and linger over 7.  The author is telling us that there is something here we must grasp.  One of the things I noticed when I stopped and considered was that there was a footnote on the word “songs”.  That seems strange since it is a very simple and straightforward word but to my surprise the margin notes revealed that these “songs” of deliverance are “shouts”.  All of a sudden I imagined the heavenly hosts surrounding me shouting songs of deliverance.  They are hovering all about us speaking words of deliverance from harm and bondage and every evil that attempts to rear its head against us.  They are shouting the Word of God over us.  Hallelujah!

God has hidden you in the recesses of Himself.  He is our hiding place so that the devil can’t even see us.  As long as we stay in Him, He will hide us in the folds of His wings.  Don’t fear.  Put your trust in God.  Make this a daily exercise.  Open your mouth and tell God that you are receiving His favor and trusting Him today.  Hide yourself in the folds of His garment and listen to the shouts of favor, protection and deliverance which surround you.

1681. Monday, December 2, 2013

Isaiah 49: 14 – 16

But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me, and the Lord has forgotten me.”  “Can a woman forget her nursing child, and have no compassion on the son of her womb?  Even these may forget, but I will not forget you.  Behold, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; your walls are continually before Me.”

Do you ever feel that God has forgotten you?  Do you feel totally and completely alone?  Maybe you feel so alone that you think not even God can find you.  God wants you to know that He has not forgotten you nor has He forsaken you.  He is with you even in this moment.

When our heart feels forlorn or lonely it activates a self-preservation mode and in that mode it can close out those who wish to show love and favor.  In those moments when you feel most alone sometimes you may be closing out He who loves you most.  This is when you spirit and mind must kick in and overrule your emotions.  You have to remind yourself that God loves you and that He has promised to never leave you.  That means that even in your darkest moment, He is right there with you.  

God cannot forget your nor can He abandon you.  This is most especially true if you have made your life part of Him and Him a part of your life.  If you have given your life to the Lord then He abides in you and will ever be with you.  He has inscribed your name on the palms of His hands so that you are ever before His eyes.  And, as we abide in Him and His Word, our lives become intermeshed, intermingled with Him.  It becomes impossible to separate us from God because we are part of each other.  Your spiritual DNA comingles with His such that you are inseparable.  Wherever you go, God is with you.  I know you feel alone but that feeling is not truth.  It is a lie and you need to cast that untruth out of your mind and cling to the truth.  The Father sent His son to this earth in order to reconcile you to Him, to reunite Him with His children.  He is not about to forsake that which He gave His son to gain.  That is just some simple logic.  He is with you now and always and He loves you with an unfailing love.  
1682. Tuesday, December 3, 2013

Isaiah 54: 10

“For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, but My lovingkindness will not be removed from you, and My covenant of peace will not be shaken,” says the Lord who has compassion on you.
This is part of your covenant with God.  It is a direct promise from the Lord.  God is speaking through His prophet Isaiah regarding the coming Messiah and the works that He will perform.  We can read in the chapters surrounding chapter 54 about the reconciliation he will provide, about healing, we see Jesus described as the innocent lamb and we learn about the new covenant that will be established in his blood.  Isaiah wrote under divine inspiration about the coming Christ and because of his ability to listen to the voice of the Lord we can see the Messiah unveiled.  When you read the book of Isaiah you get an overview of the Messianic work and it is really magnificent.

God wants you to see that your blood bought covenant gives you an unbreakable contract with Him.  His lovingkindness will never be removed from you.  Even if the earthquakes shake so badly that mountains crumble, still nothing will shake His love.  God has granted you a contract of peace which means that you have an absolute right to live in peace.  It is your birthright.  And thought the mountains quake and crumble, that covenant of peace will not be shaken.  It is firm and steady.  You are God’s beloved and He has provided for your peace and safety out of His love and compassion for you.  Nothing should ever shake you once you realize that you have the promise of peace.

When you read the book of Isaiah know that the prophecies contained therein have been fulfilled in Jesus.  Isaiah prophesied about the coming Messiah and told us what would be accomplished through him.  Now you can read it knowing that these are no longer prophecies but rather fulfilled promises and that includes that God’s lovingkindness will never be removed from you nor will your peace be shaken.  You have God’s word on it.

1683. Wednesday, December 4, 2013

Mark 7: 20 – 23

And He was saying, “That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man.  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.”

I suppose it is human nature to look at the acts of others and judge those people as righteous or sinners although I would say that most character judgment ends in condemnation rather than praise.  We seem quick to identify the faults of others.  The Apostle Paul is known for his lists of immorality by which people for generations have compared themselves to others.  

I have noticed that we tend to always have disfavored groups in society.  The Jews no matter how they behave have always been persecuted.  When the Irish migrated to what is now the United States, they were treated horribly as were the Chinese and just about every other migrant group you wish to identify.  Women have been held to be property by the laws of the land and we all know the plight of the Africans that were imported to provide needed labor.  All of this hate and mistreatment was accepted and permissible in its time.  It seems to me that as a nation we have always had some identifiable group upon which we could vent our venom.  Why in World War II the Supreme Court of this land actually said that it was okay to send Americans of Japanese ancestry to concentration camps.  Where was our Christian morality in the disparate treatment of a isolatable groups?

We cast our stones without regard of our own faults even though Jesus taught us in John 8: 7 that judging others is not our job.  Do you recall the story of the woman who was caught in adultery and brought before him?  He said, “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.”  If you look at Jesus’ list you will find items included that might surprise you; for example, pride and foolishness.  Now which among us has not been guilty of one of those?  And you might be surprised to learn that the margin notes include arrogance with pride.  Think about that.  Imagine us all wanting to throw a stone at an individual only to realize that Jesus is convicting us of arrogance or foolishness.  In his eyes we are guilty of an equal sin.

But here is the greater part of Jesus’ message.  He says that it is what comes from a person’s heart which defiles him.  I well imagine that our hateful thoughts and ideas must, then, offend Jesus.  When we recall that God is love and that we were all born again out of that love then we begin to fully appreciate the attitude of heart that God wishes for us.  God is able to discern the intents of our hearts (Hebrews 4: 12).  All of these morality lists are not the key message.  They are examples of hearts gone awry.  You could keep yourself from everything on the list and yet still be defiled because of what is coming from your heart.  When we allow God to fill us then we should overflow with love.  As long as there is bitterness, judgment and condemnation emanating from us then we have not found our heart of love; we still have work to do in our souls.  Every one of us should be able to stand around the adulterous woman from John 8: 7 and express the same love and affection for her as did Jesus.  

We are called to be better than the masses.  We have a high calling from the Lord Jesus himself.  That calling is to love everyone and spread the good news about him.  He is our Lord and our example and he is love incarnate.  Check your heart and let love be your guide.
1684. Thursday, December 5, 2013

Mark 8: 8

And they ate and were satisfied; and they picked up seven large baskets full of what was left over of the broken pieces.

This is the second episode of Jesus feeding a multitude.  In this case there were four thousand which many Bible teachers tell us only represented the number of men present and did not, therefore, account for the women and children.  You can do the math but I would figure that means at least twelve thousand people were present.  Again the disciples, even though they saw Jesus feed 20,000 people with only a little bread and a few fish, couldn’t make out how to feed this multitude.  Jesus asked them how much bread they had and they replied that they had seven loaves and a few small fish.  Jesus took this offering of bread and fish and after first blessing it he distributed it to all who were present and everyone ate their fill.

The thing that is really remarkable about this story is this eighth verse.  After the disciples gave away their few loaves and fish they ended up with seven “large” baskets full.  Isn’t that something?  Do you see a message there?  The story is not only about Jesus’ miracle working power.  We understand that part.  The question is, “Why is this example from Jesus’ life included in the Bible?  What are we supposed to learn from it?”  “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness” (2 timothy 3: 16).

Certainly one lesson that can be taken away from this passage is that it is entirely possible, even likely, to give away what one has and end up with even more.  That is why Jesus was never broke.  He couldn’t be broke if he tried because he kept giving away what he had and it kept being multiplied back to him many times over.  Can you picture how seven large baskets would look?  He would need a wagon to get out of there.

So the morale of the story is, “Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over (Luke 6: 38).”

1685. Friday, December 6, 2013

Romans 12: 14, 17, 21

Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not.  Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.  Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good.

It would be alright with me if God took this section out of His Word but every time I check, there it is.  He just won’t change His mind about this.  But now here is a point you may have not considered.  It is for your sake, not the other person’s that God gives you this command.  God is always seeking to bless you and this is just one of the ways He uses to flow blessing into your life.  Look, when people act against you in any way they have already marked themselves for ruin.  There is nothing you need to do to harm them.  They have got a handle on cursing themselves.  The key though is that last sentence above, “Overcome evil with good.”  This is the way you overcome the ill will and negative acts of others.  

Jesus has already made us overcomers and there are plenty of scriptures that remind us of this, one popular one being 1 John 5: 5.  Jesus taught his followers that they had overcoming power.  Now Paul comes along and teaches us how to apply this overcoming power.  Bless and curse not.  You see, Paul is knitting together and explaining, in a very practical way, what Jesus taught (see Matthew 5: 44).  He is teaching us how to be overcomers.  I could send you verse upon verse that tells you that you are an overcomer in Christ but without a practical application many of you would never experience that overcoming power.  But thank God for Paul’s practical teachings.  He shows us how to walk in Kingdom principles.

You are clothed in the power of God.  Jesus gave you authority over the forces of evil but there is a key lesson here.  The power of God is always to be used for good.  And the warfare of God in the righteous is for blessing, not cursing.  So, when someone comes against you, the way to have God’s power move on the situation is to do something good.  And, I want you to think on, to meditate on what it means to bless your enemy.  This does not mean only to pray for them, though that is certainly a piece of it.  If you will read the rest of this chapter you will see that it includes extending the goodness of God to your enemies.  You may have to feed them or give them something and you may almost choke on it but if you will listen to God in this, if you will be obedient, He will turn the situation for your good.  Bless those who persecute you.  Do it as an offering to God and He will give you the victory.  I promise.
1686. Monday, December 9, 2013

Hosea 2: 5, 8


NIV
She said, “I will go after my lovers, who give me my food and my water, my wool and my linen, my oil and my drink.”  She has not acknowledged that I was the one who gave her the grain, the new wine and oil, who lavished on her the silver and gold - which they used for Baal.

This is talking about Israel.  God is saying through the prophet Hosea that Israel has been unfaithful like an adulterous wife and has pursued other things in place of God.  She sought other kingdoms and served false Gods in her pursuit of riches and comfort.  She sought the good things in life not realizing, not acknowledging that God is the source of all good things.  Then she spent her wealth on her lusts.  God lavished upon her gold and silver but the people turned and gave the gifts from God to their idols.

2 Timothy 3: 16 tells us that all scripture is for our edification.  What this passage from Hosea shows us is that people receive the gifts of God but often fail to recognize who it is that has blessed them.  We see a raise at work or an increase in an investment as increase from the world and never acknowledge that it was God who gave us the increase.  God uses the things of the world to bless us.  He uses people to bless us but the increase is from Him.

The children of Israel sought the world and its pleasures but it was God who gave them the new wine and the oil.  It was God who supplied the grain even if it went through the hands of men.  God is the source of all good things and we, like the Israelites, need to learn to seek Him instead of seeking the wealth of the world and to give Him honor and thanks for all of the good things He provides for us.  We must learn to acknowledge Him when our stock values rise and when we receive a bonus at work.  In all things, acknowledge Him.  He is our source and our well-being.  He is our provider.  If we will seek Him, He will bless us coming in and going out, in the city and in the country (Deut. 28), in other words, at all times and in all ways.  Bless the Lord and forget none of His benefits (Psalm 103).

1687. Tuesday, December 10, 2013

Ezekiel 36: 26

Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

I was just talking with a dear friend last night telling her that I love her kind, tender heart.  She just has goodness and caring down in her bones.  I think that is the heart of God.  I, on the other hand, learned early in life to anesthetize my heart.  I had that heart of stone that God is talking about above.  As we were speaking I knew that her kind of heart was God’s wish for us all but I couldn’t put a verse to that belief.  Voila! God provides.

As I observe people, I find that my friend’s kind heart is an exception rather than the rule.  Too many people are like me, even Christians.  Because we have been hurt in the past we have covered our hearts with a protective layer.  It is a bit cowardly if you think about it but I guess it is human nature.  But now we have been reborn and Jesus has come to live in our hearts.  This is the new covenant that was sealed in his blood.  He and the Father have come and made their abodes within our hearts.  Now, what do you think the result is when they encounter a hard-hearted person?  I imagine that it is difficult for them to move into that person.  I think, perhaps, that they have to begin a process of tenderizing us before they can ever really work with us and through us.  God does not have a heart of stone and as part of our rebirth we are remade in His image as in the dawn of time.  So, He sets out to give us a heart of compassion, His heart.  I really believe until we let Him do His work within us He can never manifest His great work outside of us.

I will say that the closer I draw to God the more tender my heart becomes.  No, it is not always comfortable.  Sometimes I suffer hurt more acutely but now, because of the increasing closeness with my Father, there is always help and healing.  He lifts me up and sustains me.  You do not have to be afraid any longer.  You don’t have to cower at the thought of having your heart hurt.  Sure people are sometimes rough on you but a tender heart means that God can quickly and easily minister His lovingkindness to your bruised feelings.  He will swell to fill you with His heart of compassion so that His love becomes greater than the hurt.  This is a far greater way to live than creating within you a heart of stone.  

Consider yourself today.  Do you have a heart of stone or a tender heart?  Can you expose the tenderness which is part of your inheritance in Christ or does your old man still dominate the condition of your heart?  If you would grow in the things of God then you must allow Him to move into your heart and to recondition it.  We have accepted that God would come to live in our hearts but most of us failed to recognize that He would want to redecorate.  Will you allow Him to remake His living space so that it is compatible with who He is?  This is not baby Christian stuff here but if you are truly seeking God and you honestly want to live and walk with Him, then it is necessary.
1688. Wednesday, December 11, 2013

Ezekiel 36: 27

And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statues, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.  

Like yesterday’s verse, this is God foretelling the new covenant, the covenant that was actually established by Jesus.  I find these Old Testament verses so exciting because while they were prophecy when they were first written, for us they describe our covenant and covenant rights.  They tell us what we should expect as part of our relationship with the Father.

This pouring out of God’s Spirit was promised for many, many years and it is a really big deal.  God always wanted His Spirit to live in us and with us.  This has been His great desire since the beginning.  He wants to walk with us step by step.   He wants to be so close to us that He is, quite literally, the air we breathe.

I wish, though, to show you how people can so easily misunderstand God.  It all just has to do with language.  I will tell you too, that when you have developed (or allowed God to develop) that tender heart, you will not make these errors so easily because you will hear Him with your heart.  When we read today’s verse it is quite easy to hear “law” and “rules.”  This is not what God is communicating at all.  He has desired to put His Spirit within you so that He can lead you in right paths as He has promised from old.   What do I mean by right paths?  This isn’t “right” and “wrong” is the sense of punishment accruing from following wrong paths.  This is “I will lead you in paths for your well-being.”  Picture life, if you will, as a land mine.  God wants to lead you through life so that you always place your foot on the blessing stones instead of on the landmines.   Do you remember the twenty-third psalm?  How much of it is about leading you so that you avoid the bad places and get to enjoy the good places.  That is God’s will.  His statutes merely are His words and His directions and it is always in your best interest to follow His leading.  So often we hear sounds of legislation and discipline when God is trying to communicate love and tenderness.  He wants us to be careful to observe His leading because there are dangers and pitfalls in the world.  So, it is for that reason that He wants you to be filled to overflowing with His Spirit.  The promise of His Spirit is for you and for your care.  Be filled, be blessed, in the name of Jesus.
1689. Thursday, December 12, 2013

Romans 4: 17

… and who calls into being that which does not exist.

This is something I must be reminded of frequently, sometimes even more than once in a day.  We have power in our mouths.  The truth is that we are daily calling into existence things which did not formerly exist.  The only question is, “What are we calling?”  Are we calling ourselves sick, broke, stupid and disadvantaged?  Or do we call our bodies healed; our pocketbooks blessed of the Lord and ourselves children of the King?  You see we have received what we have called into being.  That is frightening but it is also empowering.  Once you know that whatever you speak you will receive then you have the power to pattern your future.

God calls things which do not exist as though they do.  He understands that whatever He says will manifest in the physical.  When He said, “Light be,” light was.  Because we have been made in His image we have the same phenomenon working in us.  What we say manifests.  So, what are you saying?  You have and are today what you spoke yesterday.  Your children are what you called them.  Do you want something different for your children or grandchildren?  Then begin to speak about them differently.  

I wish we each could record every word out of our mouths for an entire day.  I think we would be surprised, nay, shocked at what we hear.  How many times were you tickled to “death?”  Or what negative confession came out of your mouth about yourself, your kids or your spouse?  One of my favorites is, “That drives me crazy.”  Another popular one is to talk about failing physiology or mental acuity attributed to age, some of which we say jokingly.  Many of the things we say we don’t “mean” literally but your body doesn’t know when you are kidding.  The spiritual realm cannot discern between a popular saying and your desire.  To your body and mind and in the realm of the spirit words mean what they mean.  So if you are “sick to death” your body thinks it is dying.  You just told it you were and it is going to attempt to fulfill your utterances.  And, importantly, everything you see, touch, feel got its beginning in the spiritual realm.  The spiritual realm is where creation takes place then it is given physicality in the physical realm.  So if you keep saying that your boss is a jerk then guess what, he isn’t going to change.  If you continually talk about your sickness and/or take ownership of it such as “my” cancer or “my” cold then it is very difficult for your body to rid itself of it.  If you say, “I just never get noticed at work” or “I never get promoted,” then you aren’t going to get the credit you want.

Here is what I would like for you to do.  Play a game with me today.  Tell yourself right now that every word that you speak today is going to come true.  Pretend you are in a science fiction novel and your intergalactic cruiser has crashed landed on a planet where every spoken word instantly materializes.  Can you see yourself standing on a strange planet where grass is orange instead of green and the sky has green/red hues?  There is a stone lying on the ground in front of you and you say, “That rock is an apple.”  Instantly the rock is transformed into an apple.  You pick up the apple and bite it and find it is the most succulent apple you have ever tasted.  It tastes exactly like an apple would taste if you made it yourself.  Guess why!

Now, in the crash you hurt your hand.  Are you going say that your hand is killing you?  Once you realize that what you say is going to manifest what would you do; what would you say?  I hope you don’t say that your boss is a three-headed monster and I hope you don’t start cursing your enemies, though wouldn’t that be tempting.  You see, this game can really show you where you are spiritually.  Ultimately what we learn from this experiment is the degree of power God is able to put at our disposal because we learn that the earth operates the same way that strange planet works only at a more subtle level.  God can only give us so much of His power because what we say is going to come into being.  If we have not learned to police our mouths then He has withhold the power He would like to give us because if He didn’t we would ruin ourselves quickly.  At least now He diffuses some of what we say so that we have time to correct ourselves.  But let us not be fooled.  We are, today, speaking into existence those things which we speak.  We have creative power in our mouths right now.  What are we creating?
1690. Friday, December 13, 2013

Numbers 13:33

“There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”

There is a great lesson in here.  Perhaps you recall the story about when Moses sent the twelve spies into the Promised Land.  They saw a land flowing with milk and honey, ripe and rich.  It was all that God promised.  Joshua and Caleb said they should go up at once and possess the land but the other ten had a problem.  They became grasshoppers in their own sight.

You must understand that God had already given them this land.  They only had to go possess it.  This is where we are today.  God has given us much; He has already laid it aside for us but we fail to go possess it.  Why?  Because we have become grasshoppers in our own sight.  You see, the ten looked at the land and saw that all that God promised was true but then they looked at the people living in the land and they became fearful.  They trembled and cursed Moses instead of praising God and receiving all that He had promised.

Here is the key.  These people’s self-esteem was so low that they would not receive the gifts of God.  God knew who was living in the land but He also knew how to deliver them into the hands of His chosen people.  There was already a plan in place for the submission of those people.  The land was already the property of the Israelites because God gave it to them.  A weak self-esteem will deprive you of God’s gifts.  The Israelites needed to believe God instead of the evidence of their eyes.  Remember, the facts don’t count.  Only truth is important and God is the truth.

What is even more amazing is that because the Israelites saw themselves as grasshoppers so, then, did the Nephilim.  How do you suppose the Nephilim would have perceived the Israelites if the Israelites self-image was that of conquerors?  We are led to believe that the Nephilim were going to see the Israelites the way they saw themselves.

How reflective is this story of our experiences today?  Are we perceived by others the way we envision ourselves?  How do other people treat us and are we projecting their reactions to us by our self-image.  The Israelites did not enter the Promised Land.  Instead, they died in the desert only a short distance from all that God promised them when He led them out of Egyptian Captivity.  God had a plan for their welfare before Moses ever uttered the first word.  A land flowing with milk and honey was prepared for them from the beginning but they never enjoyed it because of their poor self-image.  

Who are you?  You are the child of the Most High!  God had a good plan for you, a plan for your well-being before you were even born (Jeremiah 29: 11).  He is trying desperately to lead you into a land flowing with milk and honey, a place of blessing and wellness but you still perceive yourself as a grasshopper when you are actually a conqueror.  And others perceive you as a grasshopper because that is what you are projecting.  Part of the reason for this is that you do not truly believe God.  You do not truly trust Him.  Well, it is hard but let us learn from the Israelites.  We do not have to die in the desert deprived of all that God has promised us.  His promises are yes and amen (2 Corinthians 1: 20).  That means that He has already said, “Yes.”  In fact, we are exactly situated as were the Israelites.  God has already provided.  We only need to possess what He has already created for us.

I can’t help but think of the Kung Fu show with David Carradine as we talk about grasshoppers because that was the name he was called by as a trainee.  He outgrew being a grasshopper though and so can you.  You are who you perceive yourself to be.  God says that you are more than a conqueror.  Now, who shall you believe?  Leave the desert.  God did not lead you to the desert but rather sought to lead you through it.  You are supposed to pass through not set up camp.  Cross the river and enter into your prepared place where there is provision for your every need.  Grow in your own estimation recognizing that God did not create you as a grasshopper.  Put on the image God has of you.  You are royalty and deserve to be treated as such so don’t act like a scullery maid.  You are the child of the King.  No grasshoppers allowed in the palace.  Take what God has provided for you giving Him thanksgiving and praise

1691. Monday, December 16, 2013

Mark 11: 21 - 23

And being reminded, Peter said to Him, “Rabbi, behold the fig tree which You cursed has withered.”  And Jesus answered saying to them, “Have faith in God.  Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it shall be granted him.”

Today’s passage comes from the episode with the fig tree.  If you don’t remember the whole story read beginning in verse12.  Peter was astonished that the fig tree that Jesus cursed had withered.  To really understand this passage and its implications you must recognize that Jesus is responding to Peter’s comment regarding the fig tree.  Basically Jesus is saying to Peter, “Well, of course it withered.  I told it to.  Everything I say comes to pass and if you will have faith in God, not have doubt in your heart then everything you say will happen too.”  That is the context and meaning here.
This passage has been taught so many times because it really is very important.  It is the place where Jesus teaches on faith.  I want to say that it is a bit more simple than we have sometimes made it though.  When you understand that Jesus is answering Peter’s surprise then I believe the entire chapter begins to become clear.  Jesus wasn’t surprised at all because he had no doubt in his heart.  He expected that whatever he said was going to manifest.  Therefore, when the cursed fig tree withered up and died to Jesus it was only following a foregone conclusion.  Had it taken two weeks instead of 24 hours he still would not have been surprised.  Jesus was not looking at the fig tree for evidence that what he said would transpire.  He believed it when he said it.  He says to all of us, “If you will believe that what you say is going to happen and have no doubt in your heart, then it shall be granted you.”  There is the whole faith teaching in a nutshell.  The words of your mouth shall create reality when you have faith in God.  Your words and faith equals mountain moving authority.  Jesus almost sounded astounded that Peter would be surprised that the fig tree had withered.  I guess to Jesus this was very basic stuff.  “Peter, what you say is what you get and I said for no one to ever eat the fruit of that fig tree again so what is the big surprise here?”

I hope this illuminates what we call the “faith doctrine.”  It really is a simple principle even if it sometimes takes us a bit to learn it and apply it.  This is the way we are meant to live, by our words and by our faith (Romans 1: 17).  Believe God.  Have faith in Him.  Comprehend the power of the spoken word.  Invest your faith in the words of your own mouth as well as in the words of God and do not doubt in your heart.  Don’t look for the evidence in the signs of the world but just believe that what you say is going to come to pass.  The Lord has put His words in your mouth.  He has given you His words.  Speak them in confidence and faith and your mountains will have no choice but to move.
1692. Tuesday, December 17, 2013

Proverb 13: 22

A good person leaves an inheritance for their children’s children, but a sinner’s wealth is stored up for the righteous.

It is important that we understand this verse because we are living in stormy financial times and we really need to know where we stand in this economy.  

One of the first things that we must comprehend is that as born again children of God we are no longer tied to the financial system of the world.  We have been delivered from the “domain of darkness, and transferred us … to the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Colossians 1:13).  This is crucial.  Our personal finances are not dependent on the stock market, the capital system or any part of the economic system of the United States or the world.  We have been translated in to the kingdom of Christ and it is his economic system that rules our lives.  It is absolutely vital that we grasp this premise because all else suspends from it.

The economy of heaven, then, is independent of the economy of the U.S.  Therefore, your economy is independent of the economic outlook of the U.S.  When the economy of the U.S., or whatever part of the world you live in, suffers that in no way means that you need suffer.  The wealth of the heathen has been stored up for you.  They have stored up their wealth but it will end up going into the hands of the chosen of God.  Now I want you to appreciate how powerful a statement this truly is.  In 2008 when the stock market, the real estate market and the economy in general took a nose dive there was a great shift in the wealth of the country.  Assets are liquid and they move easily from one person or group to another.  So when the “sinners” suffer economic hardship you may well benefit.  You see, the economy of Christ is still healthy.  

In truth, it is necessary that these things happen.  The seeds have already been sown so the outcome is obvious and predictable.  What is important for you to realize is that there is no reason for you to shudder in fear because you are not subject to the worldly economic system.  God’s children who have sown good seed are going to be the beneficiaries of the bad seed that others have sown.  The crop that the world will harvest will be losses.  On God’s side of the ledger those will be gains.  This is exactly how the wealth of the sinners will be transferred to the children of God.  And it is exactly what happened when the Israelites left Egypt.  The scriptures tell us that the Egyptians filled their pockets as they were leaving.  Look at the exodus of the Israelites and take note of the great wealth that they took with them.

So don’t worry when you hear bad economic news.  It is just a transfer of wealth from the wicked to the righteous.  When you make God your source of blessing, you never have to fear lack or want.  He will fill your coffers.  Believe me.  When the heathen quake with fear over the economy just start praising God and lift the corners of your apron like your grandmother used to do because God is about to cause an avalanche of blessing to come on you.  Look, when someone loses money it isn’t that the money just evaporated.  It just shifted.  Someone else found what they lost.  So, hitch your wagon to God’s economic train.  Start planting some good seed right now because there is a great harvest to be had and it might as well be you.  Once you invest in God’s economy then it is He who pays you the returns and that is a good thing.  I think I will go sow some more seed myself.  Be blessed!
1693. Wednesday, December 18, 2013

Mark 16: 9 – 14

Now after He had risen early on the first day of the week, He first appeared to Mary Magdelene, from whom He had cast out seven demons.  She went ad reported to those who had been with Him while they were mourning and weeping.  And when they heart that He was alive, and had been see by her, they refused to believe it.  And after that, He appeared in a different for to two of them, while they were walking along on their way to the country.  And they went away and reported it to the others, but they did not believe them either.  And afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at the table; and He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who had seen Him after he had risen.

Two things strike me about this passage.  First of all, why didn’t Jesus appear to the eleven in the first place?  Secondly, he had told them what must happen and that he would arise and still they were filled with unbelief.

Unbelief is a critical problem for “believers” and I think you can see why.  How can we be called believers when our lives are full of unbelief?  If you want to know the truth, the body of Christ is full of unbelief today.  What do you think your Christian friends would say to you if Jesus appeared to you, as he did these people, and you went and told your friends?  Jesus reprimanded his devoted apostles for their hardness of heart but I worry sometimes that our hearts are even more hardened than theirs.

Let me ask you this question, since you are a believer, what do you believe?  Do you believe that Jesus is alive and that he can appear in the earth to his followers to this day?  Do you believe in the goodness of God?  Do you believe the words of the Bible?  Are the miracles of Jesus just nice stories or are they truth?  You need to decide because we have too much unbelief in the body.  When Jesus comes back he is coming for believers.  I believe the reason that Jesus didn’t first appear to the eleven was two-fold.  First of all they were so wrapped up in themselves and their grief that they were not positioned to receive the Lord.  The two Mary’s were the first two to see him and that is in part because they went to the tomb to minister to the Lord’s body.  Secondly, I believe the hardened heart of the apostles made it difficult for them to receive him.  They were walking in doubt and unbelief.  Jesus moves through belief and faith.

The moral of the story is that we must not become hard- hearted because it is very difficult to receive anything from the Lord, including guidance and especially his presence, if we do.  If we have become so tough that our hearts are as stone then we must seek the Lord and ask him to give us a tender heart.  This is the perfect time of the year to work on having a tender heart.  Jesus wants to make his presence known to you.  He wants you to experience his closeness on a daily basis but you have to be open and sensitive.  During the Christmas season we are more open to him than at any other time of year so make it a point to bare your heart to the Lord.  Invite him to fill you anew.  Tell him you want to sense his presence with you and for him to walk with you all day, every day.  He will do it.  You only have to soften your heart.

1694. Thursday, December 19, 2013

1 John 4: 8

The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

GOD IS LOVE!!  If you learn nothing else about God or from His Word, know this, that God is love.  I mean that you need to have a deep revelation of what this means.  Without Him there is no love in the earth because He is love, He is the source of love.  We who have found God have found love.  Now we live in love because we live in Him.  And love should mark our lives.  We should be easily identified as believers in the The Lord Our God, Yahweh, the Great I AM because of the love that is manifested in our lives.

As I thought about this today it occurred to me that we could call God “love”.  Every time or place where we would use the word “god” we would instead use “love.”  This really is quite a bit more appropriate than the word “god” anyway.  Sometimes I really choke on that title.  We get our word god from the German language word “gott.”  One thing I like about the word gott is that it is gender neutral which well describes our God but what I don’t like about it is that it does not signify a pluralistic god by which I mean that the word does not invoke the image of a three in one entity and that can lead to misunderstanding.  Mostly what I do not like about the term God is that we have come to overuse the word as if it is His name.  It is a word with no significant spiritual meaning.  “God” has many names in reality.  I cling to I AM which is YHWH or Yahweh with vowels added.  That name speaks to who our Lord really is.  He is, was and always will be.  But love describes Him even better.  Think of this, “Love spoke, Love sent His son to earth, Love heals, abide in Love.”  The world and the Word changes immediately when you make this substitution and you are right to do so for it is a far more appropriate moniker than “Gott.”

Do this then, today or tomorrow, when you read your Bible, every time you see the word “God” replace it with “Love.”  You are going to get such a revelation.  I believe you will meet “Love” face to face when you do.  Make Love the center of your life.  Make Love your ambition.  Walk in Love, abide in Love and let Love lead you.  Let Love touch your heart and minister to your every need.  Let perfected Love uphold and guide you.
1695. Friday, December 20, 2013

Colossians 3: 14

And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

You need to read the previous thirteen verses in order to put this completely in context but you can see from this verse that love is that which binds us in perfect unity.  It is only love which allows us to live in grace rather than as carnal creatures.

There is a great philosophical debate which has gone on for many, many years regarding the base nature of mankind.  Some say that man is basically a brutish creature destined to serve himself even at the cost of others and even with the use of violence if necessary.  The other camp sees the goodness in humanity.  What I know is that we have goodness in us when we have allowed the Father to come make his abode with us.  It is that love which causes us to look outside ourselves and do something kind for another.  It is Love which keeps us from grabbing everything for ourselves without regard for what it might cost others.  God is a giving Father.  He is compassionate and caring.  When we give in to His character within us then we can look beyond ourselves.

This is the season of giving; the time we are reminded that our Father gave all.  He sent Jesus into the earth so that He could have a family.  Jesus’ birth was the first of many who would, through this expression of love, be born into the family of God.  As we draw close to Christmas Day hopefully your thoughts and your heart are turning toward your heavenly Father.  He gave all so that we could live.  This truly is the greatest gift we will ever receive.  I hope that you will allow Love to enter and fill your heart to a greater capacity than you ever have before.  As you meditate on the kindness and goodness of your Father perhaps you will find it easier to put other people’s wishes before your own desires.  This is the eclipse.  This is where spiritual maturity leads.

The Holidays can be stressful and frankly for many they are either lonely or packed with old emotional baggage.  But if you begin to pray today, perhaps you will find that love and grace can carry you through the rough spots.  Maybe your negative brother-in-law can even be touched by the grace of God.  I know I ask a lot of you but be the first to open your heart to God this season.  Let Him heal the hurts that often come with family.  Be the first to be generous and gracious.  Don’t fight for your own rights but give someone else a blessing.  Let there be love and grace in your heart such that it overflows.  You are going to need some prayer time though so begin today.  Love is the unifying force.  If you can express love then all can be healed.  Try to be a little less selfish this year.  Try to discern what the Father would have you do in every single act and what He would have you say in every single word.  When we finally all put on Love, when we finally grow into our big boy pants, then the debate over the condition of man will be resolved because people will look at us and see Love and kindness, they will see goodness and generosity.  

And finally, I applaud you for being nice to the beggar on the corner.  I praise you for reaching into your pocket every time your pass a Salvation Army kettle, but I am asking you for more this year.  Kindness and charity really need to begin at home.  Be extra nice to your family.  Be kind to those who are such a thorn in your side, you know who I am talking about.  Just understand that they lack the spiritual maturity and the closeness with God to walk in love.  When they grow up they will be able to receive a message like this and do something with it.  In the meantime, you are the child of the Holy One.  You must be the messenger of grace and love.  I know it is not fair, I know that they don’t deserve the kindness you show them but you are a child of the Most High and you have grown in the grace of the Lord.  Start praying now.  You know you need to.  If you will let this message sink into your heart, if you will receive it rather than fight with it, then God will do a good work in your heart and you will have less stress than ever before.  My Christmas wish for you is for you to have a heart so full of Love that nothing will upset that peace within you and that His holy presence will be strong with you throughout the holiday season.  In His Name ….

1696. Monday, December 23, 2013

Isaiah 7: 14

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.

The book of Isaiah is full of prophecy about the Messiah.  Isaiah had a large revelation of Christ’s life and commission.  God also showed Isaiah the intimacy of the coming Lord.  He revealed to him the miracle of the Messiah’s birth and also of his relationship with humankind.  Isaiah then relayed to the people, “He shall be called Immanuel.”  This statement is very telling and of great importance for us.

Immanuel means “God with us.”  What a strange concept that must have been to Israel.  First of all, that one little word revealed that the child would be God.  Isaiah divulges that God will be born into the earth.  Secondly, the coming of the Messiah meant that God would forever be with people.  No longer would He be a far off God, though He never was as far off as they made Him.  This revelation, though, tells everyone that the coming of the Messiah meant that God was coming to live among us.  

We now live on this side of the revelation.  Jesus, Immanuel, was born of a woman and came to live and walk among humanity.  As foreign as that may have sounded to Israel it is also not fully grasped today.  One would think it would be easy for us to understand all of this since we have had the chance to read the prophecies and then even see them fulfilled but clearly this is not so.  We still struggle with the same revelations that the Old Testament folks dealt with.

What we were supposed to learn from this is that God is with us.  The reason for Jesus’ birth into the earth was to restore and repair the connection that God once had with His people.  The whole point of His name was to tell us that with the birth of the Messiah God will forever be with His people.  This is the great gift of Christmas, that God would be born into the earth of flesh and blood and that He would thereafter and forever make His home with you.  God has moved in with you.  That was the greatest miracle of all and it was this that God purposed in His heart when He first planned to send the Messiah.  An age old prophecy has been revealed and fulfilled in your heart.  God has come to be with you every single minute of every single day.  Can you grasp that?  The whole miracle of the virgin birth was so that God could be with you daily, minute by minute.  

Christmas is your birthday.  In Christ’s birth was the seed of our rebirth where all of humanity could receive new life in our God and Father through the coming of Messiah.  Christmas should therefore come to mean to you, “Christ with me.”  When you hear the word “Christmas” think, “That means “Christ with me.”  God was born into the earth to be with you.  That is the miracle of Christmas that God would even do this for us.  

I hope and pray that you have a wonderful and blessed Christmas.  And no matter what else happens or what stresses you have to deal with, I pray that this message of Immanuel, God with us, will sink into your heart and that you will know forever and always that you are not alone and that God is not far off and remote.  Sure he has a throne in heaven but He was after the throne in your heart.  That is where He wishes to be enthroned and to sit daily.  The Christmas miracle is that He loved you so much that He devised a plan whereby He sent Himself into the earth to live as a man so that forever He could be with you.  He is “God with us.”  He is with you when you brush your teeth and when you go shopping for those last minute Christmas items.  He is with you when that woman that looks like someone’s grandmother reveals her ninja commando shopping tactics and He is with you in the midst of Christmas traffic.  In fact, He is with you right now as you read these words.  I hope that they will sink into your heart and that you will receive a new revelation of God’s love because that is what it is all about.  He so loved you that He came into the earth and dwelt among people and suffered and triumphed and lived again.  

We like to say that the Christmas season and everything else is “all about Christ.”  That is true but none of it would have happened without you.  God’s plan involved you.  So, I pray you, adore Christ this Christmas season.  Worship him and praise him, but don’t let it slip from your mind and heart that it was because of his great love for you that he came.  The born Messiah means God with you forever and forever.

I pray that you will have a blessed and joyous Christmas.  That you will find in God a greater level of closeness than what you have experienced to date and that the revelation of God with you will grow and fill you.  Merry, Merry Christmas my dear ones.
1697. Thursday, January 2, 2014

Jeremiah 29: 11

(NIV)
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Many of us are considering the new year before us and setting goals and making plans.  This is a good thing for us to do.  We must always live in the present as though today is the only day we have but we should do so with an eye to the future.  

God is planning for your future too.  He has good plans for you this year.  He has not made plans for you to have cancer or to go broke.  His plan is to prosper you and to bring good things to your life.  It is well that we begin 2014 with that in mind.

Secondly, as we search our hearts for the goals and dreams we wish for this year it is advisable for us to also search the heart of God.  His plan for us is the best plan.  Therefore, seeking the mind of God should be our first step in goal setting.  What are His thoughts towards you?  What is His plan?  Whatever He has planned for us is the very best plan.  It is better than anything we can think up.

In order to search the heart and mind of God you are going to have to spend some time with Him.  I don’t find these kinds of answers with a three minute prayer; perhaps you do.  My experience is that I have to get quiet before the Lord.  I have to shut out the world for awhile and quiet my own mind.  I find that quiet is an increasingly rare commodity.  Do you find that to be true also?  Technology gives us the ability to have media content everywhere we go.  Even the dentist slaps a TV in your face these days.  You are never alone with your thoughts unless you take control of your environment and create some peace and quiet.  

I hope you will find some quiet time or create it and go to God and ask Him about His plans for you.  What He has in mind for you may be very different from your plan but believe me, it will be better and more fulfilling.  Get a notebook and in it write down everything you hear God saying to you.  Then meditate on it.  Find the scriptures that speak to what God is showing you.  Everything He ever tells you will agree with His Word and His Word will illuminate and expand upon what He tells you.

I am praying for a good 2014 for each of you.  I pray that God’s angels will surround you and your property and go with you everywhere you go.  I pray for your good health and financial strength.  But mostly I pray that you will be increasingly aware of God’s presence with you every moment of every day.  And I dedicate myself to being an instrument for your welfare this year.  As you pray for me and for this ministry I hope you will pray that God open my heart and ears to hear and receive the messages He wishes ministered to you this year.  Pray for me that I can be used of God to be a blessing to all who receive this daily devotional.  And thank you for being a part of this ministry.  May it fill you and serve you.

God bless.
1698. Friday, January 3, 2014

Matthew 4: 1

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry.  And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”

Jesus was led out into the desert to be tested by the devil but he was out there for forty days and forty nights with no sign of the devil.  Interesting, yes?  Then, he became hungry and immediately the devil shows up.  Notice that the devil did not tempt Jesus with a beautiful woman or with alcohol.  He tempted him with bread, pride and ego.  The devil struck at Jesus’ weakness.  He knew Jesus was hungry so he dangled bread before him.  He did it in a way, though, to make Jesus fall.  God did not give Jesus power to meet his own needs.  He gave him power to meet yours and for Jesus to have exercised his power in an unauthorized way would have been to elevate himself above God.  

In this one little statement the devil derides Jesus and accuses God.  Without articulating it he is saying to Jesus, “See, God cannot meet your needs.  You are hungry.  Feed yourself.”  And then he attacks Jesus’ pride and ego by questioning his sonship.  “If you really are the Son of God then you can turn these stones to bread.”  Which is also to say, “If you don’t turn the stones to bread then you are not really the advertised Son of God.”  “Prove it,” the devil says to Jesus.  

Can you see how the devil attempted to provoke Jesus?  These are the same tricks he uses on us.  He doesn’t always tempt us with adultery or with drugs and alcohol.  Those devises might work on some folks but they won’t work on others.  The devil tends to be much more subtle than that and he always strikes at the point of your weakness.  Jesus was hungry so he tempted him with food.  But one thing is very consistent in the devil’s tricks.  He always tries to get our eyes and our trust off of God and onto ourselves.  This is the height of humanism and although you wouldn’t expect it, it runs rampant in the Christian church.  When we seek to meet our own needs or force our own agenda by the force of our personality we don’t realize it but we are giving into the greatest temptation of all.  That is the point of the stones and the bread.  Sure, Jesus could have turned the stones to bread.  That was never the question.  The test was whether or not he would give into the flesh and to pride.  So, the devil waited until Jesus was hungry and struck at his core.  “This God that you believe in has left you out in the desert to starve.  You are a nothing and a nobody.  If God is real and you are really His son then you will manifest your power and magnify this God.”  Can you see how subtle and devious this attack really was?  But Jesus was up to the challenge.  What do you think he did out in the desert for those forty days?  I very much doubt he was playing solitaire.  He was praying, he was talking with his father.  His stomach make have been hungry but his spirit was not and it is with that spiritual food and the life that it gives that he recognized the schemes of the devil and defeated him.

Recognize that when the devil attacks you it is not going to be in your strength areas.  His attacks are much more insidious than that.  He is going to attack you in your weakness.   Also, one of the things he is going to try to get you to do is to take your eyes off of God.  He will have you look to your own strength or to another person.  God wants you looking to Him.  He is your source.  If you look closely you may discover that the devil has won a bunch of skirmishes that you didn’t even recognize.  He likes to fly below the radar and get you while you are not looking.  The best way to defeat him is to go about already clothed in the armor of God which is described in Ephesians 6.  Follow Jesus’ example and spend time praying and in the Word. This is the way you don God’s armor.  Fellowship with God everyday so that when the devil comes you are already fully clad in the divine armor and able to withstand the attacks of the evil one.

1699. Monday, January 6, 2014

Matthew 4: 4

But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on Bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’”

I want to continue what was begun on Friday as we began to look at the temptation of Christ.  The devil tempted Christ to turn stones to bread in order to satisfy his hunger but Jesus refused.  Satan was trying to get Jesus to take his eyes off of God.  Satan attempted to distract Jesus from his contemplation of God and instead to focus on his hunger.  In other words, Satan tried to get Jesus to think about the things of the flesh rather than the things of the Spirit.  Jesus understood Satan’s tactic very well and his response was right on point.  

I am reminded of Jesus’ comment to Martha when she complained to Jesus that her sister Mary was not helping her. Jesus and his disciples had come to the village of Mary and Martha and Martha offered them the hospitality of her house and began to provide for their needs.  While Martha toiled away, Mary sat and listened to Jesus teach.  When Martha complained to Jesus, he responded to her that Mary had chosen the one thing that is needed and it would not be taken from her (See Luke 10: 38 – 42).  You see, Martha was busy preparing food and lodging for them but Mary understood that it was the word that proceeds out of the mouth of God which gives life.  Martha was gracious toward the Lord, and that was good, but Mary had a revelation and it was the same revelation that defeated the devil out in the desert.  The Word of God is the source of sustenance and the power to overcome the machinations and temptations of the devil.

The devil will have you look towards the things of this world.  He would have you focusing on your perceived needs but your needs are not your business; they are God’s.  Jesus told Martha that there was only one thing that was needful.  That is the very thing that we shunt to the bottom of our list but if we will learn to prioritize the Lord’s words the way that Mary did and the way that Jesus did then the devil will find us difficult adversaries.  He will find it very difficult to lead us astray.  

The Word of God will protect you and it will feed you.  That is how Jesus sustained himself for forty days and forty nights and rather than being in a weakened state such that the devil could just run over him, he was strong in the word and it was with the word that he defeated Satan.  He won because he had fed on the Word of God. If you want to overcome the temptations and trials that the devil is sending your way, then you must feed yourself the same way Jesus did.  The story of Jesus’ triumph over temptation is here in order to instruct us not just as an amusing story.  And Jesus’ retort to the devil reveals his secret to overcoming the devil.

1700. Tuesday, January 7, 2014

Psalm 5: 11


NIV
But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy.  Spread your protection over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in you.

I have today added this verse to the prayers I pray over you daily.  The imagery of God spreading his protection over you like a bird spreading her wing over her hatchlings is compelling.  I well imagine that one who is sure that his refuge and protection are in the Lord would sing for joy and rejoice.  There is so much fear and apprehension in the world these days that knowing that one is under the protection of the Lord would seem to bring joy and great peace.  You may rest in confident assurance when you take refuge in the Lord.  There is no threat, no power great enough to overcome the protection of the Lord.  Just picture the Lord’s great wings spread over you guarding you from any and all danger.  Doesn’t that bring you a sense of joy and of peace?

God wants you to take refuge in Him.  He wants to be your strong guard and your constant companion.  You can rest securely in Him.  And if you are ever afraid here is my secret weapon for you – just say, “Jesus.”  If you find yourself in a scary situation just speak his name aloud.  That name will bolster your heart and it frightens every demon from hell.  All evil must flee from that name but it will give your heart strength.  The song writer had it right – “Just whisper Jesus.”
1701. Wednesday, January 8, 2014

John 1: 1 - 2 14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

One day I was at a complete loss as to what to write so I asked God what was most important to Him for me to write on.  “What, Father, is most important to you for your kids to hear?”  He answered me immediately and clearly.  “Write on love,” He said.  That was an instructive day for me because I understood that love is the single most important thing He wants communicated.

Today’s Word of the Day devotion marks the 1700th Word of the Day I have, with God’s grace and leadership, produced.  I wanted to write something special for this anniversary so I asked myself the same question I had asked God.  “What is that one thing that you want people to hear and receive?”  No sooner had I asked myself this question than this verse popped in my mind.  It is the verse that you see at the bottom of every Word of the Day and it is on my business card.   And when I read it I am filled with the sense of wonder and glory of our Lord Jesus, the Christ.

This first chapter of John, who is often called the prophet of love because of his writings on the love of God, really depicts Jesus.  The opening reveals to us this Christ, the beloved one of God.  We are introduced to Him as if for the first time because John writes about Jesus from the beginning.  Before there was an earth or people Jesus was.  And Jesus was with God and was God even as He now is.  Jesus, the beautiful, is not only full of truth and grace but he became the personification of both of those attributes.  He is the truth and the life and the way as John later tells us in the fourteenth chapter (v. 6).  This is a very intimate portrayal of the Messiah by a person who knew him intimately.  John had a revelation of Jesus that none can parallel.  He became so enveloped in the love which is God and which is therefore necessarily infused with power that the enemies of Jesus were unable to kill him.  Ultimately they banished him to the island of Patmos where he continued to receive great revelation which he recorded for us and for all ages.

As John begins to reveal his beloved Jesus to us, as he begins to write about the man that changed his life and all eternity his first revelation is that Jesus, the Christ, the long-awaited Messiah, is The Word.  John doesn’t get around to telling us that Jesus is the truth, the way and the life until the fourteenth chapter.  Does that not surprise you?  If you hadn’t already read John 1: 1 but knew that John was going to reveal the Christ, what would you expect his first point about Jesus to be?  It is telling, then, that John begins by revealing to all of humanity, both Jew and Gentile alike, that Jesus was and is The Word.  That is monumental.  If those were the only words that John was able to get out then still he would have penned a masterpiece.  If you didn’t have the whole Bible in your hands or available to you but only had that first sentence then you would still have an epic tome in that one sentence.  So, if there is any one message that I want you to walk away with it is John’s revelation of this Christ, The Word.  Out of 1700 messages, if you receive only one thing I would wish for you to understand that Jesus is the Word and that to love Jesus is to love and receive the Word.

This is my prayer for you because I know that if you will come to revere the Word and to long for it then I know that you will have everything you need to see you through all of life’s experiences.  Once you appreciate the power it has to positively affect one’s life then you will know that you have a tool in your hands which will help you every day.  It is a tool, a weapon, and a “How-To” manual on every aspect of life.  It is health and life, it is happiness and peace.  So if I can have my wish for you, I pray that you would come to honor God’s Word such that you fervently read and study it because I know that when you adopt the Word as your personal guide book you will have everything you need.  It really does have all of the answers as well as comfort and blessing.  Because Jesus is the Word as you read it he will increasingly be revealed to you and the more revelation of Jesus that you have the happier and more blessed you will be.  Your life will take on a glorious hue.

My anniversary wish for myself is that you will fall in love with the Word; that you will embrace it and make it your most valued gift.  Blessings to you all.

1702. Thursday, January 9, 2014

Genesis 14: 21 – 23, 15: 1
And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give the people to me and take the goods for yourself.”  And Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have sworn to the Lord God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’”  After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not fear Abram, I am a shield to you; your reward shall be very great.”
I often wonder what made Abraham so great in the eyes of the Lord.  Here is an example of what God loved about Abraham.  There had been a conflict between some of the kingdoms, Sodom being one of them but Abraham was not a part of this battle.  The kingdoms with Sodom were defeated and in the melee Abraham’s nephew, Lot, had been carried away into captivity with the others.  So, Abraham mustered his men and went after his nephew.  Abraham defeated the kings.  The discussion above takes place after Abraham has routed Sodom’s enemies.  They are discussing the spoils of war.  Abraham was entitled to anything he wanted but the king of Sodom attempts to negotiate with him.  Interestingly enough, Abraham does not take his share of the spoils because he doesn’t want the king to take the credit for making Abraham rich.  Amazing!  

After it is all over God comes to Abraham in a vision and effectively tells him not to worry about the riches he refused because He, God, will provide for Abraham.  There is a footnote on the phrase where God speaks about Abraham’s reward.  That footnote tells us that a different reading would be “I am a shield to you, your very great reward.”  In other words, God tells Abraham not to worry about the spoils that he did not receive because God Himself will be Abraham’s reward.  If you know about Abraham’s life you know that He became very rich.  God multiplied Abraham abundantly.

This is the same God that we love and serve and He will do for us what He did for Abraham.  We have only to open the doors to Him.  When God is on our mind the way He was on Abraham’s then we will walk in right paths and be abundantly blessed too.  God is a good God and He has many blessing in His hand just for you.  We must do something too though.  The relationship between us and God was never meant to be one way.  He will give us the desires of our hearts but every now and again we need to show Him our devotion.  We need to learn to trust Him and to stand up for Him the way Abraham did.  Then God will be our rewarder too.

1703. Friday, January 10, 2014

Matthew 7: 21

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.

Is this not an amazing and arresting statement?  It certainly should stop you in your tracks and cause you to pause and consider Jesus’ words.  You have been saved by grace and you should never try to earn your salvation through works.  That is repugnant to God.  However, after having received the gift of grace there seems to be something required of us.  Jesus says that just because we call him Lord is no guarantee that we will enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

Jesus goes on in verse 22 to say that on that great and glorious day when we do proceed to the pearly gates many will attest of all of the things that they did in his name.  These are the infamous “works” by which we try to earn our way into heaven.  Jesus says, “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’  

I, like many ministers, teach a message of grace but that is not to say that nothing is required of believers.  Clearly Jesus teaches that something is required beyond receiving his free gift of grace.  Jesus tells us that we are required to do the will of God.  That tells me immediately that we all ought to be praying and asking God what His will is.  

Do you have a certain career path plan but God wants you to go into ministry?  What shall you do?  Maybe you want to take a vacation but God wants you to give all of that money to a ministry.  Perhaps it is God’s will that you read your Bible.  There are all kinds of scenarios involving what we plan and what God wills.  And it is not always about major life plans.  God has small things that He wants you to do and small ways that He wants to lead you all of the time.  It is important that we set our minds and hearts to hearing His will and doing what He wants us to do.

I think in this regard you may be aided by thinking of feudal lordship.  The lord has the responsibility for the well-being of everyone in his realm.  Those people, however, owe a debt of fealty to him in return.  When we make Jesus the lord of our lives then he takes on great responsibility for us but we take on certain responsibilities too and clearly Jesus thinks that means ascertaining and doing the will of the Father.  

I would suggest that this is a great reason for us to pray daily and also explains why many people prefer to pray in the morning before they begin their day.  When you begin your day with prayer then you can ask your Father about His will for you today.  Also we realize with this that prayer is more than presenting our Father with a wish list.  It should be a great deal more about His plans and what we can do for Him today.
1704. Monday, January 13, 2014

Luke 6: 46

And why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord’ and do not do what I say?

It seems Jesus is saying that if he truly is our Lord, then we ought to do what he says.  Lordship denotes a ruler; a person in high authority so in proclaiming Jesus as our Lord we imply that we acknowledge our responsibility to follow his orders, directions and instructions.  We should adhere to his words.  How do we honor his lordship if we do not do as he commands?

It is right and proper to think of Jesus as your big brother but that is not to say that in so doing we should ever forget his title and position as our leader.  He has given us commands and he has given us instructions.  He means for us to obey them.  Of course the primary supply of his directions is the Bible and I do not refer only to that portion which is printed in red.  Remember, Jesus is the Word.  He was in the beginning with God so every word that God uttered was with Jesus and is part of “The Word.”  If we are not going to do what the Word tells us to do then how do we even justify calling ourselves Christians?  Don’t we just make a façade out of his lordship if we do not do what he says?  And how can we “do” the Word if we never read the Word?  Fortunately, you receive “The Word of the Day” but I don’t pretend that this is enough Word to sustain you.  Besides, there is currently no Saturday or Sunday edition.

You need to read the Word for yourself and you need to hear the Word preached.  It does not suffice to go to church and hear a minister preach his opinion, cute anecdotes or religious doctrine.  The life is in the Word because Jesus is the life and he is the Word.  That is why God sent him to us.  That is why God appointed Jesus as our Lord, so that we might have life and have it abundantly.  Bless yourself; receive the Word and do all that it says.

1705. Tuesday, January 14, 2014

Joshua 1: 8

This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.

It is not unlikely that you have heard this passage preached before.  It is popular verse but what most of us tend to teach on is that you must pay attention to the Word and do what is written there.  This is the way to live successfully.  When I read this passage recently something different jumped out at me.  Read the first sentence again.  “This book … shall not depart from your ‘MOUTH.’”  There was the surprise.  Wouldn’t you expect the verse to say that this book shall not depart from your eyes or mind or heart?  I had to go back and re-read that first sentence.  Then I was convinced that my Bible had a misprint in it.  My Lord, I have read that passage many times and that has never jumped out at me before.

It is imperative that you have this word in your mouth.  It is not enough to read the word or even to meditate on it.  Ultimately you have got to speak the Word.  Jesus said that what is in your heart is going to come out of your mouth so it is important that we read and meditate on the Word because that is how it gets down into our hearts but ultimately we have to let those words come out of our mouths.  Jesus told his disciples that they had to “say” something to the mountains in their life.  Then those mountains would get out of the way (Mark 11: 23).

We need to speak the Word of God over our finances, over our families over our health and every other aspect of our lives.  I am convinced this is one of the key differences between people who are very successful in the things of God and the rest of us.  They have learned to speak to their mountains and we are but learning.  All success begins with the Word of God.  You find out what it says and then you meditate on it day and night.  As you meditate on it what you read transforms to wisdom and revelation.  Then from that point of enlightenment you are well able to speak and watch the mountains dissolve.  One note, however, don’t wait until you have some “feeling” before you start speaking to your mountains.  Begin the first moment you read something in the Bible.  When you read that you are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus then begin to declare it right then and forever.  Don’t wait until you have a tremendous spiritual revelation.  It is revelation from the moment you read.  Read the Word, Speak the Word.  This is the way.

1706. Wednesday, January 15, 2014

Proverb 3: 6

In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.

I am struck by the word “all” in this verse.  Everyone wants God to make their paths straight but few actually know how to bring it about.  Every road you walk can be smooth and level because God has the biggest and most powerful grading machinery in the universe and it is His desire to level those roads for you in order to make your traverse easier.

One lesson that I believe is really failing in the Christian message right now is that we have a part to play in our blessings from God.  Christianity is about a relationship and that implies two-way communication and cooperation.  We have a partnership with God.  He has the power and wants to use it on our behalf but there is usually some role for us to play.  I have noticed, however, that the roles God has assigned us are almost always background tasks.  He does the heavy lifting.  He provides the power and effects the miracles but when you see that happening you can figure there is someone in a room somewhere praying.

In this verse we learn that our role is to acknowledge God in “all” ways.  Selah (stop, pause and consider).  When you really think about “all” things your mind begins to expand.  Do you acknowledge God in what you are going to have for lunch?  Well, perhaps we should begin to do just that.  When we do He will make our nutrition and diet paths smooth and straight.  Do you acknowledge God in your decision as to what to wear?  I did one time and packed a second suit for a trip and wouldn’t you know, I ended up needing it.

The set of “all things: is a pretty wide category.  Is there something you have had under consideration for a couple of days and just have not decided if it is the best course of action or not?  Acknowledge God in it?  Ask His advice.  If He gives you the go ahead then He will also smooth that path.  

Consider God in everything you do.  This is the way to a less bumpy and turbulent life.
1707. Thursday, January 16, 2014

re-used 7/14/16
Psalm 12: 3


NIV
May the Lord cut off all filtering lips and every boastful tongue that says, “We will triumph with our tongues; we own our lips – who is our master?”

Most people wouldn’t come right out and defy God the way the speaker in today’s verse does but many of us say as much by our actions.  Yesterday we looked at Proverb 3: 6 which teaches us that we are to acknowledge God in all our ways. Verse 5 of that same proverb tells us to not lean on our own understanding but rather to trust God.  Do you see a picture forming here?  We are not to try to excel in our own strength but instead to trust God and lean on Him.  This teaching applies to us all but I think it can be hardest to accept by those people who: 1) have big personalities, or 2) have been successful in their earthly walk.  Now, in order to really progress, they must deal with their egos and personalities.

I recently saw the movie Saving Mr. Banks which is the story of the making of the movie Mary Poppins.  The Disney studios worked with the author of the book series who by all accounts was difficult at best.  At one point I was rather impressed by Walt Disney’s approach.  He, being Walt Disney, had a certain amount of authority, personality and success which he certainly could employ in order to get his way in matters.  In this case, however, he did not try to overcome the difficult author by persuasive speech, his rather impressive record of successes nor did he try to cajole or intimidate her.  This surprised me.  I thought back in my own life.  My mind took me all the way back to, well, 2013, when I still tried to influence situations and obstinate, even intractable, people through the mere weight and power of my personality, persuasive arguments and whatever other worldly tools available to me.  Of course, this is not the way the Father is leading us and I find that I end up feeling a little uncomfortable when I have applied these techniques.  Ms. Travers rather expected Disney to bully her but he didn’t. Instead of pressuring Ms. Travers, he endeavored to know her better.  He sought understanding and wisdom.  Once he did that he could meet her need and still make the picture.  

Our heavenly father would have us learn this same lesson.  We are not called to win or overcome by the power of our personalities or our speaking skills.  We are absolutely never to bully people into compliance nor to deceive them with half- truths and pretty speeches.  There should be absolute honesty in all of our approaches and dealings with people.  These are the children of God.  Even if you don’t like them or they are standing in the way of what you want that does not give you the right to move them against their will or bully them.  Your task is to find out what their need is and fill it.  The person who wins is the one who fills the most needs of other people.

We belong to God.  He owns our mouths and our lips and we reflect on Him with everything we do.  We have a master.  Although our egos may rail at the thought of having a master if we are Christian then it is true.  It is by His grace and His blessing that we are supposed to get the things that we desire.  If we have to do it through the force of our personalities or by persuasion then we are operating in the flesh and outside of God’s will.  This is a hard lesson but one that is so important for us to learn because on the other side is God’s blessing and peace.

1708. Friday, January 17, 2014

Genesis 32: 13

He (Jacob) spent the night there, and from what he had with him he selected a gift for his brother Esau: two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, thirty female camels with their young, forty cows and ten bulls, and twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys.

Let me briefly tell you Jacob’s story.  Jacob was the younger of twin boys born to Isaac and Rebekah.  From the beginning he was a trickster and a deceiver which is reflected in his name.  When Isaac was old Jacob tricked his older brother Esau out of his blessing.  Esau became very angry and sought to kill his brother so Jacob was forced to flee.  He went to live among his mother’s people, to the household of his uncle Laban.  Now Laban was even more wily than Jacob and so he tricked the trickster.  In truth, though, Jacob was just reaping the seed he had sown.  Whatever you sow, that also shall you reap.  Well, eventually Jacob humbled himself before the Lord and God caused Jacob to prosper.  But then Jacob began to fear his uncle Laban so again he slipped away in the night with his family, herds, flocks, maidservants and menservants.  He journeyed toward the home of his father but he feared the wrath of his brother Esau so he divided all of his possessions into two groups thinking that if Esau attacked one group the other might survive.  He sent away the other group and camped there.

The Bible says that Jacob was “greatly distressed and afraid” (v. 7).  So next he decided to make a gift to his brother in order to appease his ire.  So out of the part of his possession remaining to him after having sent off half of his goods and servants Jacob portioned out a gift for Esau.  The gift is what you see represented in today’s verse.

I would like to make two observations.  First, Wow!  That was a huge offering Jacob gave to Esau.  I imagine there are many farmers who would be very pleased to own that which Jacob set aside as a gift to Esau.  Those are big numbers.  Those of you from farming backgrounds know better than I but just the ten bulls alone sounds like quite a gift.  The fact I wish us to see out of this is how greatly God had in fact prospered Jacob who left his home with nothing but the blessing.  This huge offering to Esau constitutes only a part of what Jacob had remaining after he divided his fortune.  That is wealth.

Secondly, it is much easier to be generous once you have learned that God is great and generous.  Even in giving this large gift to Esau Jacob knew that God would replenish his flocks.  He saw how God prospered him so he was not afraid to give a big gift.  Jacob had confidence in God’s ability to prosper him.  He had seen God take his nothing and turn it into a vast fortune and so he knew that God would do it again.  He understood that he could not out give God.  

He also knew very well that he did not deserve this kind of grace but he accepted it anyway.  The people of the Bible are no more perfect than you and me but their stories are there to show us that we can still live victoriously even though we fail in our own strength.  It is the blessing of the Lord which gives the victory and prosperity.  We can have the same prosperity as Jacob (though I don’t know what I would do with hundreds of goats) because it is God who blesses and that blessing is now actually imbedded in our DNA because Jesus has come to live in us and be a part of us.  We have a better blessing, a better covenant than Jacob.  Secondly, we need not fear giving large gifts because we know the master giver.  He will replenish all that we give away so that we can bless someone else.  We need not fear and hold onto everything we own so tightly.  And one more thing, if you really want to activate the blessing, then start giving and just watch what God will do.  You cannot out give God but it might be fun to try.  Fear not!
KCM Conference
1709. Monday, January 27, 2014

2 Corinthians 9: 6

Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
Before I left for my conference I gave you the story of Jacob.  We saw how abundantly he prospered.  Jacob did not prosper because he was holy and did everything right, far from it.  Jacob was as flawed as any of us.  One thing we did note about Jacob, though, was that he knew how to give bountifully.

If you read the account of his story you will notice that he was good at setting up altars to God and giving offerings to the Lord.  One problem that we have which distinguishes us from Jacob is that we don’t know how to give to the Lord.  We can’t just set up some rocks somewhere and sacrifice a goat or a lamb.  So how do you give to the Lord?  Well, at one level the answer is easy; you give to the church and hence to God’s work but that answer may not fully satisfy you.  Let me begin with some basics.  First of all, if you are attending a church where you do not feel comfortable sowing your seed – LEAVE.  That one is simple.  If you can’t trust them with your money then you most definitely cannot trust them with your spirit.  Secondly, give where you are fed.  If you are being fed by two or three or even more ministers, then feed those who are feeding you.  

Then the next question might be quantitative.  How much should I give?  Well, the answer here is quite easy in fact.  How much do you need to receive?  You see, this verse today is fiscal advice.  God is sitting in your living room giving you financial advice.  So, how great is your need?  If your need is great then you should give bountifully.  The truth is though, that you have to have faith in order to actually effectuate this financial advice.  Therefore, the real question is, “How much do you trust God?”  This isn’t so easy.  The truth is that we are all on a continuum of faith.  Some people walk out their faith more fully than others.  There is no condemnation for those of us who are not yet great faith walkers.  We are all learning and growing in the things of God from faith to faith.  There is freedom and grace in honestly assessing where we are.  Having so done we can then make cogent decisions about where we want to go. 

The penultimate answer is that we should all give exactly as God directs us.  Before I left for the conference I sought the Lord about my giving and he led me and I sowed seed before I ever left.  Now if you think this has anything to do with my wisdom you would be wrong.  It has everything to do with just following God.  Had he not instructed me I am quite sure I would not have been sage enough to sow the seed that I did.  I am so grateful to God for leading me in my giving.  I had people give me gifts at the conference and buy my dinner, etc.  God set out immediately to start blessing me.  

So here is what I would say … do you have a big project on the horizon?  Then seek God and ask Him what He would have you do.  Don’t be surprised when His answer is for you to sow some seed.  I can guarantee your right now that He is going to inspire you to give.  Secondly, if you have a really big project ahead then you are going to have to sow bountifully.  In other words I want you to look at today’s verse backwards.  Look at the need, assess your desire.  If you want to reap bountifully, then you are going to need to sow bountifully.  There are two kinds of people that are going to struggle here.  Those of you who are good at saving money, you are going to have to open your tightly clenched fist and trust God.  Do as He directs you.  And for those who spend every penny they make on their flesh, meaning on their own pleasures such as their toys and leisure, you need to make a quality decision to fast those things and give to God.  He will multiply your giving but you have got to learn to give.  Don’t spend the money on yourself, that is called eating your seed and don’t horde it thinking that if you save every penny you will reach the impossible goal.  Give to God and let Him multiply you.  Get into partnership with God.  Let Him advise you.  Trust me.  This really works.  God will not disappoint you.  Seek His wisdom.  Follow His leading and do all that He says.  He will always meet your need with your seed.

1710. Tuesday, January 28, 2014

Joshua 1: 5

I will never leave you nor forsake you.
There is nothing better than being in God’s presence but there is nothing worse than being without him.  If you pray and never think or never feel that you are in God’s presence then it can be a lonesome experience.  We have to know that God is with us all of the time.  Nothing will ever separate us from the love of God.

One thing you can do when you really feel that God is not present with you is to begin to praise.  Nothing moves you into the awareness of God’s presence like praise.  Praise can take many forms but at its base it is declaring God’s greatness and your affection for Him.  I like to sing.  I am moved by music so I put on a good praise music CD and begin to sing to Him.  Within a few minutes I begin to feel His presence with me again.

Ultimately, though, the key is not so much feeling His presence as knowing it.  I wish for each of you to feel the Father’s closeness to you daily but beyond that you have to know that He is there whether you feel Him or not.  You have to make a decision to believe that He will never leave nor forsake you.  If you can move yourself to the place where you believe what you read in the Bible then this extra step should not be too hard.  If you are not there then you have to remind yourself of His presence daily until you have the truth of it down in your heart.  Make yourself a 3 X 5 index card with today’s scripture on it and post it where you are sure to see it every day.  Once it becomes invisible to you, move it to another spot. 

Once you know beyond all doubt that God is with you every second of every day it will change your life.  You will be surprised how many ways this knowledge affects you.  Let this truth penetrate your heart and Be Blessed!
1711. Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Malachi 3: 10 – 11

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this, says the Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.

11 “Then I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it may not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes,” says the Lord of hosts.

There is so much to write on regarding this passage.  We all love verse 10 but I really want to focus on verse 11 today.  Here is something I wrote in 2010 and I just saw new meaning in it recently when I stumbled across it. 
That is what it means when he says your vines won’t cast their grapes or fruit.  Fruit which has fallen off of the vine is no good.  It needs to stay on the vine until it is ripe, receiving nutrients, and then it is picked at the height of maturity.

And so it is with us.  God leaves us on the vine until we have reached an acceptable level of maturity.  Then we are right for using to feed others.  The apostle Paul had the most dramatic conversion I have ever heard of.  God really wanted to use him.  But do you know what God did with him right after his conversion?  He sent him to the desert.  He put him up on a shelf for many years.  Isn’t that amazing?  You see, God has to graft you into the vine and let you be nourished there before he can use you.  Before his conversion Paul was trained by one of the most renowned teachers in history but before God could use him he had to go to the school of the Holy Spirit.  

God may want to use you too but you are just sitting on a shelf not being used.   Don’t worry.  He is just maturing you.  He is building you up so that when you are plucked you will be ripe and ready.  Your juice will be sweet and your meat filling and nutritious.  Don’t begrudge these days.  Despite how painful it can be, God is preparing you and protecting you.  Just continue to immerse yourself in His Word.  Obey what you see there so that your maturity may become complete.  Then at the proper time God will move you into your proper place and you will be a blessing to all who come in contact with you.
1712. Thursday, January 30, 2014

Genesis 8: 20
Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

We all know the story of Noah and how he built an ark and took his family and some of every kind of animal into the ark so as to survive the great flood.  Too often, though, we succumb to the Hollywood version which says that Noah led the animals in two by two.  Well, if this were so, how would he make a burn offering here without causing the extinction of the animals he sacrificed?  Well, if you back up to chapter 7, verse 2 you see that only the unclean animals were taken in by a male and female pair.  The clean animals were gathered in sevens.  Therefore when Noah and his family stepped off of the ark onto dry land, they had a proper sacrifice for the Lord. 

The lesson I see in the combination of these two verses is that God provides the sacrifice. It is he who provides the substance for the offering.  Recall when Abraham took his son Isaac and went to the mountain to make an offering to God.  God told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac but at the last moment stayed his hand and then there in the thicket was a ram caught by his horns.  Abraham took the ram and offered it on the altar and he named that place “God will provide.”

We see this same principle at work in the New Testament.  In 2 Corinthians 9: 10 we read these words, “Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.”  

What does all of this mean?  It simply means that it is God who gives us the seed for sowing.  It is He provides the means for our giving.  Noah didn’t get off of the ark and eat all seven of the clean animals.  He had breeding pairs for continuing the species and then he had to additional ones that God provided for the offering.  The problem in our culture is that we have not yet acknowledged that God has created and provided everything and that He has given us that which we have.  Noah didn’t get a big head about the clean animals.  He didn’t say, “These are mine because I went out and gathered them.  No, he recognized that God created everything on that ark and that it is only by the grace of God that he had his life much less any possessions.  We, in contrast, have been eating the offering.  God has given us more than we need but we keep expanding our spending and even our perceived needs so that there is never any left over for giving to the work of the Gospel.  The truth is that God has provided seed for the sower.  It is up to the sower to actually sow that seed however.  What’s more, God will always provide seed to sow.  If you have a great need and therefore need to sow a great seed, don’t be foolish.  God will give you seed to sow but don’t take that seed that is meant to be sown and use it for the need.  It is the seed that will produce the harvest that you need.  And for those of you have reached a more mature level in your giving, I have great news for you too.  God will continue to give you even more seed because of your longing to sow greater gifts into even greater harvests.  Have I told you about the man I know whose goal is to give away 90% of his income and live on 10%?  That will give you a gut check?  God will always pour into that man because of his greater need for seed.  

We are coming into a more mature age and God is calling out to his people.  You cannot, however, run with the big dogs if you haven’t learned the elementary principle of giving.  Trust God to give you the substance for the offering and then make sure you bless it and give it to him.  In Jesus’ name ….
1713. Friday, January 31, 2014

1 John 2: 3 – 7

And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments.  4 The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected.  By this we know that we are in Him: 6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.  7 Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard.

This is pure New Revelation, New Testament text but if you are not quite careful you can hear it with Old Testament ears.  When one reads verse 3 one might easily reflect on the Ten Commandments.  That is not what John is talking about here.  You can see the revelation beginning to be unveiled in verse 5.  Whoever keeps Jesus’ word, this is the one who knows Jesus and in whom love is perfected.  This is not to say that you have to be perfect but rather that He who is love is perfected in you; He lives and breathes in you.

I like John’s subtlety, don’t you, how he minces his words taking particular care not to offend anyone.  Of course I am being sarcastic.  Verse 4 is anything but subtle.  Don’t you wonder why John is so dogmatic here?  I suspect the answer is two-fold.  He was probably witnessing people whose life did not reflect any obedience to Christ or adherence to his teachings.  Secondly, I think John had a clear revelation of how important a matter this actually is.  He wrote plainly and emphatically because he did not want to be misunderstood or to have this point taken lightly.

When we hear someone discuss commandments often our thinking reflects back to the Ten Commandments.  I think a tweak in our thinking is in order.  John is preaching Jesus revealed.  He walked with Jesus and knew him intimately.  Jesus knew John too and entrusted the care of his own mother to John.  And of all the apostles there is probably no one who had a greater revelation of the work of Jesus.  So, in this passage I believe John is attempting to lead people into a true relationship with the Lord.  He teaches us what is required for us to have a meaningful confession of faith in Jesus.  John would probably condemn those who say they are followers of Christ (Christians) yet who show no obedience to his teachings.  John says in verse 5 that we know who is in Christ because they keep his word.  In verse 7 we learn that the commandment that we are supposed to be abiding by faithfully is the word that we have heard.  So what is John preaching to us?  Christianity is following Christ, coming to know him in a personal way which should alter our lives forever.  By this we know that we are true followers of Christ, if we obey his word.  

John is not teaching a willpower doctrine here.  This is a lesson of love; see verse 5 again.  If you love Jesus, you will keep his words because the love that is in you will draw you to him and you will want to draw near to him.  As you exercise your love for him you will seek him; you will put his words in you.  Then the love of God that is within you will be perfected and you will adhere to the teachings of Christ.  The time of passivity and apathy has passed.  Because of the revelation that he had received, the Apostle John had a sense of urgency when he wrote this letter.  I write this note to you with the same sense of urgency.  God is calling now for his people to arise.  We are no longer to serve him in form and word but in devotion and love.  He is calling His people to Him, to His bosom.  He is calling out to you today.  Come, seek me and in your seeking find.  It is His desire for you to find and to receive.  Your part is to seek Him out.  The rest He will do.  Listen to His word and do all that is written there the key of which is Love.  
1714. Monday, February 3, 2014

Exodus 14: 13 – 14


NIV
Moses answered the people. “Do not be afraid.  Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today.  The Egyptians you see today you will never see again.  The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.

The backstory here is that the Israelites have reached the Red Sea and Pharaoh’s army has pursued them.  This is an important test and testimony for the Israelites.  The Lord, our God, redeemed them out of the hand of the Egyptians but now they feel that they are backed into a corner.  Moses under the direction of the Lord tells the people, “Don’t fear!”  That is the first message and you could preach an hour on that alone.  No matter what else, no matter what your thoughts are, arrest that fear.  Let your trust in God be without fear.  Let it overcome fear.

Secondly Moses tells them to stand firm.  I like that.  It sounds like a strong stance.  One might even picture a soldier of olden times.  There is no fear in a firm stance is there?  There is an expectation victory and an image of confident assurance.  It may also be a stance of defiance.  Regardless of the size of the battle or the weapons arrayed against a person that defiant firm stance boldly declares, “My God shall deliver me!”  

So to this point we have the image of a person standing, not sitting.  He is standing in confidant bold assurance of the delivering power of God and there is not fear in him.  You can see no evidence of fear on his countenance or in his stance.  So Moses says to this person, “Be still.  You are going to see the hand of the Lord this day and He will deliver you from the hand of your enemy only stand still, be still.”  Now you may be like me.  When I encounter a mountain in my life I ask God what I should do.  And I will confess to you that I am still sometimes dismayed when He answers, “Nothing.”  “What?!”  That is not the answer we expect or, frankly, want.  We want God to tell us what to do.  God is teaching us something very, very important here however.  If you want to see the power of God manifesting in your life; if you want to see your problems swept away then you MUST learn to be still.  I do not suggest that this is an easy thing to do but it is imperative to learn this lesson if we are going to walk with God.  The Israelites needed to learn to let God be God and we need to learn that same lesson today.  God doesn’t just walk along behind you like a puppy and anoint your plans and ideas.  No, He is the leader.  He is the power and the glory.  We must learn to pray and then assume that firm stance of faith.  You’ve got to stand in faith extending that trust in God out beyond any previous boundaries.  Like I said, this is not a sitting and doing nothing posture.  When you are working with God you have a role too.  It is just that we have been acting in God’s role instead of ours and now this is a pretty big job to learn how to stand in faith and let God do His thing.  I hope that in seeing this passage today and the imagery it suggests that you will have a new revelation on your walk with God.

1715. Tuesday, February 4, 2014

1 John 4: 11 – 12

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has beheld God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.

I want to draw particular attention to the phrase, “No one has beheld God at any time.”  I believe the main reason John inserts that language here is because he is in effect saying how can we say that we love God whom we can’t see when we don’t love humans who we can see and I think John makes a very valid point in that regard.  There is another lesson we can draw from this as well.

No one has ever seen God and no one will until the glorious day of the Lord.  However, figuratively that is not entirely true.  Jesus and the Father have come and made their abode in our hearts and through their indwelt presence we can reveal their love to other people.  In other words, we can give people a personal experience with God and with His love when we let His love manifest through us.

No one has ever seen God except to the degree that we have allowed God to shine through us but what great news that people can actually see God in us.  If we ever grasp the enormity of the fact that God is in us and that we have become the temple of God, our realities and those of everyone around us will undergo a dramatic change.  So let God express His love today.  Make it a point to allow that tenderness of heart to show today.  Bless someone with God in you.
1716. Wednesday, February 5, 2014

Romans 8: 15

For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba Father!”

This is the real heart of the Christian message, perhaps even more than John 3: 16, although the two are related in that they both express aspects of the love of God.  God did in fact send Jesus so that we could, through him, have eternal life.  That really isn’t the big picture though.  That is just the gateway.  The bigger picture of Jesus’ work is restoration.  Jesus restored humanity to its pre-Adamic fall.  In Christ Jesus, you are whole and without sin.  You are made perfect in Christ.  Now that is a lot to take in, I know, but meditate on it a bit.  Try to put yourself in the Garden of Eden before Adam’s transgression.  Imagine your relationship with God from that perspective.

That is what this verse is about.  You are no longer a slave, no longer a servant.  You have been redeemed from your former bondage.  You have no part in fear.  Instead you are re-instated into the family.  You are literally a child of the Most High.  

I was thinking today about what I really want my ministry to convey to people and as I searched my heart I realized that what I desire most is for people to come into the close relationship with God that God Himself so desires.  I want for people to know God intimately, the way this verse encourages.

Paul is trying to reach his people with the love of God too.  He is telling them that they are no longer bond servants who suffer under the yoke of bondage and fear but that they have been made the sons and daughters of God.  And in that revelation of reunification with the Father Paul’s heart cries out that which he yearns for his followers to experience, “Abba, Father!” Paul is emphatically trying to convey the depth of the proper relationship we are to have with the Father where our hearts cry out longingly to Him; where we seek Him with all our might.  What words can be spoken or written that will unveil the depth of God’s longing and love and encourage that kind of yearning for Him?  These words, “Abba Father” translate most clearly as “Daddy.”  This is the relationship that God is encouraging you to have with Him, one in which you cry out, “Daddy.”

In your greatest time of need and in your quietest moment of peace the heart cry is the same.  “Daddy, you are my Dad, my Father, my Beloved.”  This is what we should be seeking, a relationship with God that is closer than we ever had with our earthly fathers.  You should know Him as Dad, just Dad.  You ought to be able to talk with Him as you would the perfect human father, and even better because God is far beyond even the best father humanity has ever produced.  He doesn’t just love you, He is love.  His every answer to you is love.  No matter what you ask, He always responds in and with love.  He is your Daddy.  Picture yourself in the throne room of God and instead of standing there in awe and holiness with your Bible in one hand and your sword in the other, see yourself running towards Him.  As you reach Him see yourself launch into His lap.  Now you are home.  This is where you belong.  

If you would really know and experience the meaning of Christianity, the purpose of Christ’s sacrifice you must come to know the love of God whereby our hearts cry out, “Daddy!” 
1717. Thursday, February 6, 2014

Matthew 24: 12


NIV
Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.

That is a chilling statement.  Jesus said that the love of most will grow cold.  Of those who love him more will grow cold than will remain committed to him.  Do you also find that alarming also?  Jesus is talking about Christians in this verse, not the unsaved.  

Jesus’ disciples asked him about the end times and signs of the end.  In his response Jesus included wars and rumors of wars but he also added this verse about the state of the hearts of Christians.  Are we in the latter days?  Look around.  What do you see in the body of Christ?  Are most Christians on fire for God or has their passion cooled?  This growing apathy and worldliness evident in the Body of Christ is a sign of the end times.

I believe there are two messages we should personally carry away from this verse.  First, we are to be informed that we are in those latter days.  Jesus criticized people who could read the signs in the sky and predict the weather but who could not recognize the signs of the times (Matthew 16: 2 – 3).  We are to be wiser than that and identify the signs of the times.

Secondly, this is a good reminder to us all to stir up that passion within us for the Lord Jesus.  We once were red hot, we once were passionately on fire for Jesus, otherwise Jesus would not talk about us cooling off.  We are to return to our first love.  Living in the world drags you down.  There is work and bills to pay, children’s ball games, scouts, etc.  There are so many things which demand your attention.  However, don’t let your passion for Jesus wane.  Don’t drift.  Find your passion for Jesus again and stand firm until the end.
1718. Friday, February 7, 2014

Psalm 27: 4 – 5

The Names of God Bible
I have asked one thing from Yahweh.
    This I will seek:
    to remain in Yahweh’s house all the days of my life
        in order to gaze at Yahweh’s beauty
            and to search for an answer in his temple.
5 He hides me in his shelter when there is trouble.
    He keeps me hidden in his tent.
    He sets me high on a rock.
This is a version of the Bible with which you may not be familiar but one that holds great insight and meaning.  The word which we normally use to refer to our Father is “God”.  God is not His name; it is a word which we have derived from the German word Gott.  It is, at best, His title or perhaps His role in our lives.  This was not the word that was used in the writing of the scriptures.  In fact, “God” has many names and we really lose a lot when we read our Bibles in English because these names are rarely reflected.  Some reference Bibles do have annotations with the correct name shown.

When David wrote this passionate song to our Lord, He called Him by the name that the Father Himself revealed to Moses.  You see, our Lord, our God, is not just an entity.  He is a person.  Well, He is not a person in the physical sense of course but we might say that He is a person in a more global sense, and He has a name.  We do not commonly call people that we know personally by their title.  For example, if you called me on the phone would you call me minister or would you call me Ivey?  There is a place for titles, I am not arguing to the contrary and it is okay to call people by their title but when you know someone personally you probably don’t call them predominately by their title and yet that is exactly what we do with Yahweh.  When I was a practicing attorney there were a number of people who would call me by my title but once we entered into a conversation they usually settled into my name.  If business contacts and clients called me by my name how much more should my friends and family have full use of my name?

You are born of Yahweh.  Shouldn’t you have full use of His name and familiar titles such as Father, or as we saw earlier this week, Daddy?  This is a bit of a rhetorical question.  Of course you should have and exercise freely the names of your father.  Additionally, I think that you will glean deeper meaning in the scriptures as well as a personalization of them when you move away from the generic title.  And, if you really want to stimulate your prayer life, remove the word God and opt for something more personal.  

If you would like to develop this part of your spiritual life there are plenty of books on the Names of God.  I have one written by Marilyn Hickey in which she lists 17 different names.  In the pages of her book you will meet Jehovah Jireh your provider and Jehovah Rophe, the Lord who heals.  And if you use an online source for Bible reading check out the Names of God Bible every now and again.  Every time you see “God” or “Lord” you can look at that Bible and discover which word or name the author actually used.
1719. Monday, February 10, 2014

Genesis 30: 27

But Laban said to him, “If now it pleases you, stay with me; I have divined that the Lord has blessed me on your account.”

This verse can mess up your theology.  Didn’t you think that your job and employer were supposed to bless you rather than you bless them?  Well, the truth is that the blessing goes with you everywhere you go because it lives with you and is a part of your covenant with God.  

You perhaps remember the story of Jacob and how his uncle Laban deceived him cheating him out of his wife and wages.  But something happened to Laban.  He realized that he was blessed because of Jacob.  Look at the life of Joseph.  An Egyptian officer named Potiphar bought Joseph from the slave traders.  Potiphar increased because of the blessing on Joseph.  “Now his master saw that the Lord was with him and how the Lord caused all that he did to prosper in his hand.  The Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house on account of Joseph; thus the Lord’s blessing was upon all that he owned, in the house and in the field” (Genesis 39: 3, 5).
Joseph was never a slave in his own mind.  He had a covenant with the Almighty and he knew it.  Even when times were rough Joseph had faith in that covenant and the God with whom he was partnered.  So, everything Joseph touched prospered.

Hebrews 8: 6 says that we have a better covenant than did Joseph and that ours is based on better promises.  Jesus is the mediator of our covenant and his blood is constantly testifying for us.  Therefore, everything we touch should prosper and our blessing should rest on every business with which we covenant.  So if you have a job, the blessing on you should be causing the business you work with to prosper.  You are the source of the blessing in that place.  And think of this sometime.  Might it be the case that God did not give you that job solely to bless you but that you were installed there to be a blessing to that business or to someone there?  This is the grown up things of God.  He no longer would have us treated as kindergarteners but rather as full-fledged members of His body, warriors and priests called to His service.

If you own your own business consider that God may have given you that business so that you could go bless your customers rather than them having been placed in your life to bless you.  You will be blessed because God is your source and His blessing is with you at all times but you are the carrier of that blessing to a hurting world.  Use what God has given you.

Meditate on this awhile.  Take your eyes off of yourself for a moment and look around you.  Is there someone around you who needs the blessing?  I would be greatly surprised if the answer is, “No.”  You are the hand of the Almighty.  The only way God is going to get the blessing to your company or to those who work there is through you.  You are the blessed of Abraham.  You have the covenant of promise and the anointing of God rests on you.  Put that anointing to work.  Begin today determined to be a blessing.
1720. Tuesday, February 11, 2014

Genesis 31: 7

Your father has cheated me and changed my wages ten times; however, God did not allow him to hurt me.  

We are still looking here at Jacob.  Uncle Laban cheated him time after time but look at what Jacob says.  The Lord prevented Laban from permanently damaging him.  At the end of the story Jacob leaves with more wealth than Laban.  So, what is the moral of the story?  Even when it looks like the crows are eating your lunch, fear not.  Do not lose your faith in God.  Don’t forsake your trust in His power and in His love.  Jacob suffered some dark days and there must have been times when he felt that God had abandoned him but he stuck it out and God came through in a big way.  Jacob is the father of us all and the father of the twelve tribes of Israel.  His family will sit on the twelve thrones.  He was never out of God’s mind and neither are you.

We can take great encouragement from the experiences of Jacob but there is something even bigger for you to consider.  Jacob was the beneficiary of the blessing which was tied to the old covenant.  We have been made the heirs of a better covenant based on better promises.  Jesus is our arbiter.  He is our savior, Lord and master and he has wrought a victory for us that is far above and beyond anything that Jacob could imagine.  Jacob’s covenant was a blood covenant but it was a covenant sealed in the blood of goats and sheep.  Ours was purchased by the blood of the divine son.  How much greater is our covenant with God than the one Jacob succeeded through?  

Christians don’t really seem to appreciate the standing that we have with God.  The Jews know about their covenant and they rely on it.  They have an expectation of what the covenant is supposed to create in their lives.  We still act like orphans even though we have become the children of the Most High and heirs with Jesus.  In other words, everything that the Father has given to Jesus is ours.  We are joint heirs.  If we could wrap our heads around that we would see such dramatic changes in the lives of Christians.  Then the unsaved would see the blessing of God on our lives and they would flock to our God.  People need to see the blessing.  They need to see what the favor of God does in a person’s life.  It is magnificent!  It makes winners out of losers and raises us to heights even if we have formerly been downtrodden.  The life of God within you can accomplish all things, even your wildest dreams. God will not let the Labans of this world or their master, Satan, steal from you endlessly.  There is a day of reckoning.  You just have to stand firm and believe what God has promised even in the face of evidence to the contrary.  Don’t believe your eyes; believe the Word.  Then you will stand and see your deliverance and your victory.
1721. Wednesday, February 12, 2014

Psalm 33: 4, 6


NIV

For the word of the Lord is right and true; he is faithful in all he does.  

6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.

If you will, re-read verse 4 and tell me who the “he” is that is the subject of the second phrase.  It seems like “he” is referring back to the word, doesn’t it?  Now to be fair, it could refer to the Lord but that would not be normal sentence construction.  In other words, you would have to use an abnormal sentence construction in order to read it that way.  I think, rather, that God is attempting to get a message across to us about the living Word.  I believe there is a great revelation here for anyone who has eyes to see and ears to hear.

This passage is saying that the word is right and true and faithful in all he does.  Moreover, it was by the breath of the Word that the heavens were made.  Now that makes sense.  We know that God spoke and the heavens and the firmament were made.  I have often thought of Jesus as my breath; that he is our every breath.  We have an understanding that Jesus is the Word.  When these come together we find that the Word is the breath.  Do you see how it all fits together?  

The first chapter of the gospel of John teaches us that the Word was with God in the beginning and that it was through and by the Word that God created everything.  “Apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being” (v. 3).  That would mean that heavens came into being by him.  So, what is the point to this?  

I am arguing that these two verses refer to the Word, to Jesus.  I believe it is saying that the Word is right, and true and faithful, that by the Word the heavens were created, and by his breath the starry host was created.  Jesus is the Word.  Therefore, Jesus is right, true, and faithful; by him the heavens were created and he breathed all the starry host.  That is my argument.  Here is the revelation though which is bigger than the argument.  Jesus is the Word and the Word is and has creative power.  You cannot separate the Word from the creative power of God and you cannot separate the Word from Jesus.  Therefore, the victory is in the Word.  Nothing that has every come into being or ever will come into being will do so without the presence of the Word.

If you have a need in your life, and who doesn’t, then you need the Word.  If you need answers, you need the Word.  You cannot separate Jesus from the Word and you cannot separate his victory from the Word.  The victory that you need right now is in his word.  The two are inseparable.  I truly believe this is a big revelation that Christians just have not laid hold of yet.  We may have an intellectual recognition of the fact that Jesus and the Word are one and the same but I don’t think that as a body of believers we have ever awakened to that revelation.  It has never gone off in us like Chinese fireworks.  We know that all victory is in Jesus but have we reached the logical conclusion that the victory is therefore necessarily in the Word?  

I truly believe that God is trying to teach us something here.  I think he wants the revelation of the power of the Word to fill our spirits.  There needs to be a marriage between Christians and the Word.  Right now that relationship is not as strong as one would predict.  We have gotten a bit complacent about position of the Bible in our lives.  Even in our church services the Word is starting to move into the background.  This ought not to be because we need the power that comes with the Word.  We need the victory that is genetically integrated with the Lord of glory.

If you need Jesus to move in your life then, I implore you, get into the Word.  Get an easy to read and easy to understand version and dive in.  There is strength and mercy and help for every situation.  I can’t tell you how many times the Lord has spoken to me through the pages of this book.  When Christians are separated from the Word, they are separated from truth, the life, the way.  You can’t afford to be separated from Jesus and his power.  Pick up that divine book and let the Lord lead you.

1722. Thursday, February 13, 2014

Exodus 24: 1 – 2

Then He said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and seventy of the elders of Israel, and you shall worship at a distance.  Moses alone, however, shall come near to the Lord, but they shall not come near, nor shall the people come up with him.”
There are so many lessons to learn from these old passages especially in the light of the new dispensation.  What I want you to see from today’s verses is how the grace of the Lord covers us but how we also may misinterpret His care for us as legalism and restriction.

No one could see the Lord and live.  The glory of the Lord was more than a human being could endure.  So, the Lord protected the people.  Many times people react to God as if He is giving them a set of rules for the sake of binding and hindering them, almost as if He is creating parameters through which He can punish us.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  God gives us rules in order to protect us.  It is absolutely no different than you telling your little child not to touch the hot burner on the stove.  You know that the consequences of touching that burner are not pleasant (probably because you have actually touched it before).  So He is not making rules so that He can punish us but rather so that we will not face unpleasant consequences.

By this time in the exodus the Hebrew children had adopted a law mentality although God wanted to lead them instead by His Spirit.  They were no longer operating under grace but by the works of their will and their flesh.  You never see God keeping them at a distance until they adopted that mentality.  Because of their humanistic predilections God had to set up safety barriers to protect them from themselves.

So, the moral of the story is that God is not legalistic or making up rules just so that He can punish you or put you under the bondage of the law.  The rules He has given us are for the purpose of protecting us from our own actions that may cause us harm.  Moreover, He sent His son to redeem us from the curse of the law.  Under the New Covenant we have been restored to our previous position so that we can again be led by the Spirit.  That is why the promise of sending the Holy Spirit was so prevalent and so important.  We can see in the Old Testament that God never wanted His people led about by the law.  He wanted to lead them by His presence, which He did until they had a shift in their thinking.  God sent us His son so that we could again be led by His spirit.  There is no reason for any of us to live under the law anymore because God’s presence has been restored in the person of the Holy Spirit.  Rather than going before us in a cloud, though, now the Holy Spirit has come and made His residence inside us.  You have been freed from the law so that you may be led by the Spirit.  There is no more bondage.
1723. Friday, February 14, 2014

Psalm 34: 7

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him and rescues them.

The New International Version says that the angel “delivers” those who fear the Lord.  Remember that the use of the word fear is probably best understood to us as revere.  In my own mind I always translate that to “those who love Him.”

I want you to get a picture in your mind of an angel or angelic host encamping around you.  Picture yourself out camping and surrounding your campsite is an angelic presence.  There isn’t one inch of space around your campsite that isn’t filled with the power and presence of your angelic guard.  I see it almost like liquid light.  Perhaps you see 50 angels arrayed shoulder to shoulder.  Let your mind follow its own course but allow that vision to fill you.

This is also the picture that I carry out on the road with me.  Many of you know that I travelled a lot over the last several years.  Before I leave the driveway I pray for Father God to surround my vehicle with angels.  I also ask that He post angels all around my home and property.  And you know, He always delivers me.  You might also understand why I experience so little fear over being on the road or leaving my home unattended.  God is my guard.  This picture of the angelic host protecting me and my property is very clear in my mind and very real.  

Meditate on this image yourself until it gets down in your spirit and then it will be very real to you.  get a big revelation of God as your protector and His angels as your forward and real guard picture them encamped all around you and fear not.

1724. Monday, February 17, 2014

Matthew 28: 1 – 4, 11 – 13, 15

NIV
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.  There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like lightening, and his clothes were white as snow.  The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.  

11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened.  When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.’”

15 So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed.  And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.

After Jesus’ crucifixion he was laid in a tomb and a large stone was rolled in front of the entrance.  The chief priests and the Pharisees fearing Jesus and his promised resurrection arranged with Pilate to have guards stationed at Jesus’ tomb.  Little good that did.  A single angel appeared and the guards fainted dead away.   When they recovered they went immediately to the priests and told them all that had happened.  Despite the facts, despite the truth, the church leaders still had hearts of stone though I am willing to bet that there were some converts among that squad of soldiers.  The chief priests got together with the elders and concocted a story to cover the miracle of Jesus’ resurrection.  Even to this day, that lie is still circulated.

There are some people who have chosen not to believe despite the witness in their hearts and even in the face of evidence.  They will always concoct some story to cover the miracles of Jesus.  I have even heard heretical cover stories preached from the pulpit.  I am often amazed at the lengths to which people will go in order not to believe.  Really, it is much easier and much better for you to be a believer rather than a doubter.

All over the world and even in the churches there are people who wish to undermine the truth of Jesus, his life, miracles and victory.  These people are twice the sons of hell because they are leading others astray.  You see, Jesus told us that we would know the truth and that the truth would set us free (John 8: 32).  What then will these peoples’ lies lead people into?  The answer is death and bondage.  Without the Word of God you are lost.  You are susceptible to all the lies of the enemy.  And when you fall for those lies you become Satan’s prisoner.  He’s got you.  Only truth sets you free.  Jesus is the truth (John 14: 6).  Jesus is the Word (John 1: 1).  Therefore the Word is the truth and it is that truth that will set you free and guard you from the lie mongers who wish to lead you astray into a life of servitude.

I know I harp on you about reading your Bible a lot but I cannot be with you every hour of the day to watch over you and I see people led astray all of the time.  They are reeds blowing in the wind.  Each thing they hear blows them in the direction of that doctrine.  They have no anchor, no footing.  They are worse than a house whose foundation is built on sand because they have no foundation at all.  They are susceptible to every wind that blows and believe me, those winds are no friend of yours.  Only the Word can keep watch over you.  Don’t you know that all of the spiritual forces of God answer to the Word?  The angelic host receives its marching orders from the Word.  You cannot even conceive yet how powerful this really is.  You are literally setting up guards all around you when you immerse yourself in God’s Word.  His Word is His son.  It doesn’t get any bigger than that.  

There are all sorts of fabrications and concocted stories out there about Jesus.  They all seek to deny his miracles and his deity.  Only the truth can protect you because it is only when you know that truth that you can avoid the traps those manufactured tales are meant to set for you.  Don’t get carried away by the foolishness of men.  Seek the truth and when you do, you are going to find Jesus in a way you have never known him before.

1725. Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Proverb 9: 7 – 9

He who corrects a scoffer gets dishonor for himself, and he who reproves a wicked man gets insults for himself.  Do not reprove a scoffer, lest he hate you, reprove a wise man, and he will love you.  Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser, teach a righteous man, and he will increase his learning.

So we get to do a self-assessment today.  No fear, I already had to do mine and it reminded me to seek wisdom and instruction so it was good.  So, ask yourself, are you easy to instruct?  Do your receive instruction well?  Are you the person who always wants to do all the talking or are you able to listen as well?  Who in your life are you currently receiving instruction from?  And by that I mean that you receive that instruction into your heart not that you just hear it and immediately blow it off.

These verses use the word scoffer.  To scoff means to laugh at, mock, scorn or to treat with derision.  In my spirit I hear the word fool.  These are people who are critical of others including their leaders; they never want anyone in any form of authority over them.  They are derisive to their leaders and their advice.  They cannot take instruction.  Usually these are people of small self-esteem but huge egos.  Why is that?  Because their self-esteem is so bad they are always trying to feed their egos.  They have no revelation of who they are in Christ.  They lack personal and spiritual maturity.

People of wisdom love you when you teach them.  They value you all the more highly for the gift you give them.  The scoffer, or fool, attacks and insults you when you seek to give them instruction.  It is difficult for them to become people of wisdom because they cannot receive wisdom and instruction.  And here is the ugliest truth of all, most of these people cannot even receive wisdom, instruction, reproof or guidance from the Lord.  They are so damaged in their souls that they even block out and mock God’s wisdom.

But there is hope.  First, there is humility.  Look, humility is not a bad thing.  It is freeing.  When you let Jesus be Lord, instead of you being the God of your life and everyone around you, a huge weight is lifted off of you.  So first, let’s just humble ourselves before the Lord.  Secondly, Jesus’ love and his power are transformative.  They change us.  Romans 12: 2 proves that we can be transformed.  Metamorphosis comes through the renewal of our minds.  Read it for yourself.  Now then, how do you renew your mind?   Oh, you are not going to like this but I bet you know the answer.  Renewal comes through the word.  And why wouldn’t it.  When you recall that Jesus is the Word doesn’t it then make sense that renewal would come through the Word.  Of course our rebirth and our renewal are in Jesus!  He is our new life.  It is by him that we are able to throw off the old person and be clothed in the new life which is the beautiful raiment of himself.  We are transformed into the image of him through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit when we renew our minds with the Word.  

Every word which proceeds from the lips of God is precious.  Read the Proverbs if you want to see how valuable wisdom is.  Seek Him with all your heart and hearken to the people who can teach you.  Let their wisdom be a lamp unto your feet.

1726. Wednesday, February 19, 2014

Exodus 23: 29

I will drive not them out before you in a single year, that the land may not become desolate, and the beasts of the field become too numerous for you.

Sometimes we get frustrated waiting on the plan of God to unfold and when we get frustrated we start blaming God.  We can learn from this verse what is actually going on in the background.

The Israelites were in route to the Promised Land from their exodus from Egypt.  But there was a problem.  There were people living in the land that God had marked for them.  Now to our natural minds that can seem a rather insurmountable problem.  “God, you have promised me this land, but there are already people living there.”  I can imagine thinking there would be no remedy for such a problem and feeling quite overwhelmed or frustrated.  But when God has made you a promise it will come to pass.  We have to train ourselves not to believe what our natural eyes and minds tell us because He has a way.  

I am sure the Israelites would have liked the land empty before they arrived, but God knows things that we do not.  In this case, he knew that if He ran off the inhabitants before Israel arrived the land would be overrun by wild beasts and become a wasteland.  So, His plan was to leave the people in the land to care for it until the Israelites were ready to occupy the land.  God always has a good plan, a plan for our welfare.

The same is true for us today.  Sometimes we do not see the pieces falling into place as we think they should or in the timing that we think reasonable.  The first thing we do is to begin to doubt God.  A faith person would ignore the evidence and trust the promise.  That is what we must each learn to do.  This understanding needs to be in us that God is protecting us and our resources from waste.  He is actually protecting our belongings and the things of promise.  He is not holding them back from us but rather guarding them from the devourer.  So if you have a promise from God don’t trust in what your eyes see.  Believe the promise above all things and keep marching on.  God is on the job and He will remove the obstacles at just the right time.
1727. Thursday, February 20, 2014

Proverb 9: 11 – 12

NIV

For through me your days will be many, and years will be added to your life.  If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if you are a mocker, you alone will suffer.

Here the good news of the Lord!  When Jesus came and began his earthly ministry he said, “The time has come, the kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1: 15).  Repent means to have a change of mind and a change of heart.  It means to turn and go the other way.  So Jesus was saying, “Become a believer in the good news.  Stop being a doubter and believe.”  This is the edict of our Lord.

The good news is that if you are not a mocker, one who scorns or does not believe the scriptures, then you will be benefited.  You will have length of days and rewarded wisdom.  You might not think that you are wise but God is the source of all wisdom and He gives wisdom freely and generously (James 1: 5).  There are rewards for studying and believing the scriptures.  Jesus’ first sermon was a demand for us to believe the good news of the gospel.  Be a believer, not a doubter.  Do you see that?  Do you attach any significance to Jesus’ first words delivered in his ministerial capacity?  I do.  He knew he was facing a nation of doubters, unbelievers even though he was speaking to the Jewish nation.  How can that be?  The Jews were filled with doubt and unbelief?  Well, look at us today.  Are we really walking in the fullness of Christ?  Are we walking in the fullness of the scriptures?  Are we faith walkers and faith talkers?

Faith is speaking in this verse saying that if we will only believe and seek her, then we will live long lives and blessed lives.  That sounds good to me!
1728. Friday, February 21, 2014

Mark 2: 1 -2


NIV
A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home.  So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them.

If you are a preacher, pastor, teacher, etc. there is no greater source of inspiration and mentor than Jesus.  Ministers, not surprisingly, constantly look at the ministry of Jesus for direction for their own ministries.  What did Jesus come preaching and saying?  Well, if you missed it, read the last phrase again.  He came preaching (proclaiming) the word.  Why?  I mean, he is the Christ afterall; didn’t he have a message bigger than the word.  The people already had the word; it had been with them for thousands of years.  Surely the Christ had a new message; a message above and beyond the word.  And yet we see no indication that the people were disappointed with his message.  To the contrary, they turned out in such huge numbers that there was no room left.

Jesus knew something that has been lost over the subsequent two-thousand years.  The Word has power.  It is the power that people need in their lives.  What were the results that flowed from Jesus preaching the word?  People were healed and demons cast out.   All of his ministry and miracles were based in the word.  If you come preaching the word, pastors, your people too will be healed and set free.  There is power in the word and that power is the power to overcome life’s obstacles.  

How much greater is that message now that the word has become flesh and dwelt among us?  People need the word.  It is the only message that is going to give them power for living.  People are not going to get set free through our cute stories and anecdotes.  I don’t say there is no place for them.  I am just saying that they should not push aside the teaching of the word.  Surely if preaching the word was good enough for Jesus it is good enough for us.

The word has the ability to penetrate hearts and it is in the heart that God wishes to set up house.  Our relationship with Him and our ability to live victorious lives depends on the word firmly planted in our hearts.  We surely know by now that Christianity is not a religion but rather a relationship with Yahweh, the Great I AM.  Religion is a man-made institution and yes, many times we do institutionalize our faith but we are in error in that regard.  Christ came to restore us, to put us back in right relationship with the Father and we all know by now that relationships are not carried out in the brain.  Relationships belong to the heart.  So our message must be spoken to the heart, in love, from the word.  There is no point in intellectualization.  As a matter of fact, from my view point, while using our minds is needful, intellectualism is a close cousin to humanism.  It is elevates our mental process.  Christ brought us a heart centered faith wherein he and the Father come to live in our hearts and from our hearts direct us as we put our trust in them.  We are, then to be led about by our hearts.  Therefore, only those messages which can influence the heart in a positive, ordained and anointed way will lead us forward.  Preach the word in season and out (2 Timothy 4: 2).  Be imitators of Christ.
1729. Monday, February 24, 2014

Psalm 37: 21 -22

NIV

The wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous give generously, those the Lord blesses will inherit the land, but those he curses will be cut off.

Quickly, think … do you owe anyone money?  These verses probably make you want to run out and repay them immediately.  I certainly hear an urgency here to be paid up.

This passage is a characterization between the wicked and the righteous.  Notice that first God gives us the portrayal of a wicked person.  This is the natural person or the carnal person.  This is where we all begin before we are enlightened and renewed through Jesus.

Not only is this person one who borrows and doesn’t return, borrows and doesn’t repay but this is characteristic of his dealings in all courses of life.  He is a taker.  He wants to talk about himself all of the time.  He wants people to give him compliments and praise but he is not forth coming with praise for anyone else, even, I suspect, his God.  In all his ways his emphasis is about getting for himself.  He spends his money and what he borrows on his own desires and lusts and then has nothing for anyone else, including God.  This is a wicked person.  You may know someone like this and it may even be someone you like.  Perhaps he is personable and fun to be around and yet in the eyes of God he is wicked because he is centered on himself and his wants.  

God is others centered and if we are truly his children then we become others centered too.  Verse 22 tells us that these people will not inherit the land.  In fact, they will be cut off.  They will not be partakers of the glory of God.  Rather they will be cast out.  You have to understand, what looks fairly simple in these verses is a big deal to God.  When you first read this passage you may not grasp the enormity of the message but as you cogitate on it a few minutes the scope begins to grow and its importance is revealed.  In the last days the Lord will divide the goats from the sheep.  You don’t want to be a goat.  We are the sheep of his hand and Jesus is our great shepherd.  He is not a goat tender.  The sheep are those who give generously; the goats, those who consume the benefit that they could bestow on others.  Isn’t that picturesque?  Don’t we think of goats as eating everything in sight?

Not only do these goat people eat everything they own, they even consume what legally belongs to another.  And while we are here, ponder this, to whom does the tithe belong?  Doesn’t it belong to God?  So if we eat the tithe or in modern parlance, we spend the money that should have been our tithe then are we not stealing from God?

On the other hand, if we are the righteous and give generously then we shall inherit the Promised Land.  That is worth shouting about.  The blessing of the Lord will come to dwell in your house.  You will be blessed coming in and going out and everything you set your hand to will prosper.  The word of God has been called a two-edged sword (Hebrews 4: 12).  I find today’s passage to have those double edges.  One reading cuts you to the quick.  The American Heritage Dictionary describes that expression “cut to the quick” as meaning “the most personal and sensitive aspect of the emotions.”  So you can read a verse and it cut you very deeply even to the most sensitive part of your soul.  

On the other hand, when you have a right heart, you can read a passage like today’s and feel elation because you realize that your kindness and generosity have positioned you to partake in all of the kingdom promises.  You don’t for a minute feel fear or recrimination.  And don’t worry if you think that you aren’t naturally kind or generous.  God is your source for all things.  He will even be your source for kindness and generosity.  Just let Him move through you.  Submit yourself to Him.  Pray for His anointing for giving, for His kindness.  He is the source of the blessing and can, therefore, make you a blessing to others.  Yield to His leading and you will be enormously blessed.

If your mother told you, “If you clean your room you can have a cookie” whose fault is it if you don’t get the cookie?  Don’t blame God if you are living below your rights.  Don’t blame Him if reading today’s verses don’t bring you joy.  He has shown us the path to living continually in the blessing.  He gave us these verses so that we could make wise choices and inherit the land.  My advice would be, don’t be a wicked child, get in on the blessing.  Your Father loves you and wants the very best for you in all things and at all times.  Let Him be a blessing to you.  
1730. Tuesday, February 25, 2014

Psalm 37: 25 – 36


NIV
I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.  They are always generous and lend freely; their children will be blessed.

We are continuing in the 37th Psalm today and tomorrow.  This is a song of King David when He has become an old man.  He has witnessed much and walked with God through good times and bad.  He has seen the workings of humanity and the benefits of living a life with God.  In this Psalm he contrasts the life of the wicked with the life of the righteous.  So, if you want to see a characterization of each, this is a good place to read.  If you want to see what kind of life you can expect to live as a child of God, then here is a good picture from a man who learned it all personally.

Allow me to begin by reminding you that we are not a works oriented faith.  We are called to be a body of believers.  The point of this is that you are the righteous of God in Christ Jesus because you believe and abide in him.  This is not, therefore, a call to works.  It is not even a call to righteousness.  If I am calling you to anything through the use of this verse it is a life of grace whereby you live a life of overflow because of the grace that has been extended to you.

There are two promises for your children here and remember, this was actually written to people who didn’t even have the Messiah.  They only had the promise.  We have now received the Messiah and the Holy Spirit of promise.  So your children will not beg bread; they will be blessed.  Why?  Because they are of the household of believers.  Your faith in God and in the victory of His son is paving the way for a blessed life for yourself and your children.  Even your grandchildren will be blessed because of your faithfulness.  

I do want to comment on the one other obvious conclusion one would draw from these verses.  Sandwiched between the two declarations about the children of the righteous is this statement, “They are always generous and lend freely.”  “They” refers to the righteous.  David seems to be establishing a causal relationship between the generosity of righteous people and the blessing on their children.  Again, I am not preaching a message of works but of grace.  Therefore, I am not telling you to go work at the soup kitchen and at church so that your children will be blessed.  Grace causes the blessing to follow you not because of what you have done but rather because of what Jesus did.  Therefore, I think grace now turns this around.  Your children are blessed because Jesus lived, died and conquered.  It is our belief in his victory and our submission to his lordship which entitle us to his protection, blessing and triumph.  It seems to me, though, that this causal relationship between being generous and be blessed does still exist.  I do believe that the generous heap blessings upon themselves but I don’t think they give in order to get.  I think they understand how blessed they truly are and they give out of an expression of gratitude.  I don’t believe you can separate the generous giver from the blessing.  There is plenty of New Testament scripture about sowing and reaping.  As a matter of fact, it is in the New Testament that we see this principle introduced.  Further, I have often thought that David was as close to being a New Testament believer as anyone could have been in the pre-messiah period.  He had a revelation about the Holy Spirit and that revelation colored his life and writing.  He worked with the Holy Spirit before the Spirit was revealed or fully given. So, I think when you read David you have to see him in that light.  He understood the blessing.  He also seems to understand grace because grace saved him so many times when his works would have condemned him.  And David was enormously generous.  He gave away more wealth than most people will see in their entire lifetimes.  The point is that he didn’t sit on his throne and try to convince other people to give.  He was a giver and he witnessed the effect of giving on his life and other people’s lives as well.  In that regard I think David’s purpose in these verses is to be an encourager.  He shows us what life is like for the wicked and he explains what the righteous can expect.  He encourages people to give and he sings this psalm to God because he knows that the generous people of society are going to reap blessing instead of hard times.

Now, if you were David and you were at the end of your life, wouldn’t you also want to give pearls of wisdom to those who will follow behind you?  And if you read the writings of his son, Solomon, in the book of the proverbs you know that a wise person takes instruction.  Well, here, I believe, is a great revelation from the leader of Israel, a man who walked daily with God; a man who made mistakes and learned how to arise from his failures and walk in the peaceful pastures with God, a man after God’s own heart.

1731. Wednesday, February 26, 2014

Psalm 37: 28 – 29


NIV


For the Lord loves the just and will not forsake his faithful ones.  They will be protected forever, but the offspring of the wicked will be cut off; the righteous will inherit the land and dwell in it forever.

Jesus took your sins and gave you his righteousness.  His success was a substitutionary event.   In other words, he didn’t just take your sins.  He also gave you his righteousness.  Wow!  The beauty of that is that you are automatically the recipient of these promises.  So, divine protection is your right.  You will never be forsaken.  Never!  And you are the joint heir with Jesus of the Promised Land.  You are right now a joint heir with him.  This does not mean that someday you will inherit.  No!  The victory is won.  Hallelujah.  You will dwell in the promise forever; today, tomorrow and always.
What is the Promised Land?  For Israel, they were actually looking for a land to live in.  For us, it is living in the figurative land flowing with milk and honey.  In other words, it is the blessing.  Deuteronomy 28 is the best concise recitation of the blessing but the truth is that the entire Bible is a compilation of promises that God has made to you as examples of what it means to live in the promise.  The greatest promise of all is still a mystery to most of us and that is that God promised to make His abode in our hearts.  He said that He would write His laws on our hearts and that we would be His people and He would be our God.  What is God’s law?  It is love.  Isn’t that what Jesus told you?  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the great and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22: 37 – 40).  So, the entirety of the law has been reduced to love.  God has written His love on your heart and made His home there.  You have become the people of His hand, His selected; His chosen.  The Promised Land is in your heart.  Everything you need, everything you want is wrapped up right there.  The God who is plenty, Jehovah Jireh, lives within you.  Paul said it this way, “My God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4: 19).  It just doesn’t get any bigger than that.  You are in Him and He is in you.  There is no longer any you all alone or just God.  You cannot consider one without the other.  He has mixed His DNA in your bones.  He lives in every breath you take and in every heart beat and all of His promises are alive in you right now.  He is the God of more than enough and all of those blessings are in you now.  And when you open your heart, these great blessings and attributes of God flow out.  You become a reservoir of the blessing, a storage facility and then the blessing of the Lord flows out from you to bless other people too.  It is all there, everything you need.  You are protected and you are loved.  Now let the rivers of living water begin to flow.
1732. Thursday, February 27, 2014

Psalm 42: 1 – 2


NIV
As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  When can I go and meet with God?

I have been working on a document entitled, “What It Means to Be a Christian.”  The genesis of the article is the dismay I sometimes feel over the condition of the church.  As I observe the church and her members, the people who make up the body of Christ, I am sometimes chagrined at the lack of zeal we demonstrate at times.  I have heard discussions where one Christian examines another Christian questioning their Christianity.  The problem is that sometimes we don’t look all that different from the unsaved.  Many of us are just going through the motions of Christianity.  I call these people cultural Christians.  I recently heard Pastor Joseph Prince call them marginal Christians.  That is a sad expression and it so grieves my spirit.

Of course, there are lots of people with the kind of passion for God that is revealed in this Psalm and I thank our God for each one.  They are life in the desert and rivers of living water. What concerns me, though, is this great number of people who have either gone cold or who perhaps never longed for God as the Psalmist here does.  This passage is beautiful in its passion for God.

As I pondered these things today I thought again of a statement that so often runs through my mind, “Everyone needs a personal encounter with Jesus.”  There is no way a person can have a personal experience with the Lord and come away from it unchanged and dispassionate.  To know Jesus, not just know about him, is to love him passionately.  And that thought caused me to recall my own personal encounter with Jesus.  In 2005 Jesus reached out and touched me and our beloved Father embraced me and truly I have never been the same nor do I ever want to revisit the old me.  The love of the Lord for me and my deep affection for him was radically altered by His touch.  My prayer continually is that everyone would have a personal encounter with the Lord.  An experience with the Lord is transformative as it must be and the church needs a transformation.

Something else occurred to me as I pondered these things.  Perhaps the reason God met me was because I sought Him.  Deuteronomy 4: 29 encourages us so seek the Lord with all our heart and all our soul.  That I did.  And God more than honored my seeking.  He touched my soul; He touched my spirit.  

There is nothing special about me.  God is waiting to be found; He wants to be found.  I like to say, “He hides in plain sight.”  There are people right now experiencing visitations from the Lord.  He is giving people visions and prophetic words.  God is alive and well but when you look into our lives and churches you might wonder.  I want to be an encourager to you.  You may be one of the people who does have a thirst for God but seek more.  God is awaiting you!  You are His most beloved.  I thought I was His favorite but as it turns out, it’s you.  You can have all of Him.  He will be with you every day, every step, every breath if you will let Him.  That is His plan.  He will inform your every decision; He will guard you from harm and prosper everything you set your hand to.  There is no blessing that He wants to withhold from you.  He will literally be the air in your lungs but you must draw unto Him.  You must be the instigator, the initiator.  If you seek Him I make you this promise, you will find Him.  And He will fill up your life with His love.  And then your soul will thirst for Him.  You will eagerly await your next opportunity to meet with Him.  

Let us together awaken this great sleeping giant which is the church of the Holy One.  I cannot do it alone.  Pray that every single Christian will taste the deep waters of Christ.  Let us immerse ourselves as never before and call upon our Father with renewed hope and renewed zeal.  Father, bring new life to our spirits, our congregations and our land!  Revive us O Lord, with the sweetness of your presence.  Help us, Lord, to seek you with hungry hearts and satisfy our thirst with your living waters.  Amen.

1733. Friday, February 28, 2014

Mark 9: 23 -24


NIV

“Everything is possible for him who believes.”  Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”

So how is your belief level today?  We all have trouble from time to time with our belief level but as we continue on this journey with Jesus our ability to believe grows.  That is part of our renewal.  As we renew our mind with the word of God our heart develops the capacity to hope, believe and trust.

There is nothing impossible to you if you believe.  So here is the first hurdle?  Do you believe that statement?  You must recognize the speaker here.  Jesus is the one who said, “Everything is possible for him who believes.”  Now, if we are truly Christians, as we claim to be, then would you accept that one of the first requirements of Christianity is believing Christ?  For us to blow by this sentence or erase it with our doubt is to call Jesus a liar.  None of us wants to do that so we must reconcile ourselves to belief and faith.  We must have a heart to heart talk with ourselves and determine what we choose to believe.  Are we going to accept Jesus’ words as absolute truth or are we going to wrestle and argue with them.

The father in today’s verse had a son who was possessed by an evil spirit and he wanted Jesus to cast out the demon but the man had little faith.  His approach showed Jesus that the man’s belief level was low.  So Jesus addressed the first problem which was the father’s lack of belief.  Notice that Jesus did not immediately pray for the boy.  The father’s unbelief stood in the way of him receiving that for which he prayed.  So Jesus first directs his attention to the father’s unbelief.  We know that this father was not a man of no faith because as soon as Jesus told him that all things are possible he exclaimed, “I do believe.”  But there is another key phrase in the father’s response.  He asked Jesus to help him overcome his unbelief.

Remember that Jesus is with us at all times to help us in all things.  He can, therefore, even help us to increase in faith.  He can deal with our unbelief.  We are called to be believers and everything we are called to do the trinity helps us to do.  There is nothing that you must do on your own.  You do not have to work up faith or develop belief.  The father has already provided the means for you to be a faith giant.  The answer is Jesus.  He is the truth and the way and the life.  He has given you his words in order to encourage you and to transform you into the image of himself.  “Faith comes from hearing and hearing by the word of Christ” (Romans 10: 17).

If you are having trouble believing that God can or will give you the desires of your heart then ask Jesus to help you overcome your unbelief.  It works.  We know it works because the father received what he asked for, the demon fled from his son and the boy was completely restored.  God will restore you too.
1734. Monday, March 3, 2014

Exodus 24: 2

Moses alone, however, shall come near to the Lord, but they shall not come near, nor shall the people come up with him.

Hebrews 4: 16

Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.

There is quite a difference between the old covenant and the new covenant and as you can see there is a substantial shift in our position in this new covenant.  When you read the Old Testament and see the great promises there you should be overjoyed because you know that your standing with God is much improved as a result of Jesus’ sacrifice.  Hebrews 8: 6 says that we have a better covenant which is enacted on better promises.  So no matter how good those Old Testament promises are, and they are great, ours are better.

You are now the redeemed of Israel.  You can go boldly into the presence of God.  Truly there is nothing better than being in God’s presence.  Time begins to have no meaning and all of the desirable things of the world fade away.  When God enters the building you no longer care about getting to the restaurant before the crowd.  We even stop caring if we eat at all.  There is life and sustenance in the presence of God and He, through Jesus and the new covenant, invites you to share His presence, to come in confident assurance into His presence.

Everything you need and everything you want is in that space you share with the Father.  The God of the universe has set up His throne in your heart now go spend some time with Him there.
1735. Tuesday March 4, 2014

John 5: 19 - 20

Jesus therefore answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.  For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and greater works than these will He show Him that you may marvel.”

I heard Kenneth Copeland preaching on this recently and I have been trying to get my head around it ever since.  Jesus told his followers that the Father reveals to him everything the Father is doing.  We could sit and meditate on that all day but let’s keep going.  The next thing is that Jesus said he could do nothing on his own.  Okay, now that begins to mess with our theology a bit, doesn’t it?  Don’t we believe that Jesus is and was capable of all things?  How would we react to a person who said that Jesus could do nothing of himself?  I am sure that I would take exception to that but then Jesus did say it himself.  

The next piece in the puzzle is that Jesus tells us that he does what he sees his father doing.  So, Jesus can do nothing of himself BUT he does whatever he sees his father do.  Now we see the empowerment returning.  Copeland taught that throughout Jesus’ ministry he only did what he saw his father do and only said what he heard his father say.  This brings me to two conclusions.  First, this revelation changes the way we read the Bible.  think of it this way, whatever you read in red ink and whatever acts performed by Jesus that are reported in the New Testament, all of this was seen and heard by Jesus from the Father first.  So we are now able to look at the inner workings of Jesus’ ministry and his relationship with the Father.  I just read about when Jesus cursed the fig tree.  So, as I read that passage I realized that God first showed Jesus or told him what to do and what to say to the fig tree.  This revelation also means that Jesus walked in step with the Father every hour, every minute of every day.  Every act in the gospels, every word uttered by Jesus was all at the specific direction of the Father.  That is pretty big.

The second revelation I am gleaning from this teaching is that this is how we are meant to walk in this earth.  We know that we are supposed to imitate Jesus and the Father (See Ephesians 5: 1).  We are in Jesus, he in us.  The Father has now made His abode in us and is with us at all times.  It is through this miracle of God in us that we can do anything but only as we are led.    And although we can do nothing in our own power and strength we know that in Christ all things are possible.  You see, we receive our empowerment through Jesus.  We imitate his listening for what the Father says and we watch what the Father does.  We can live in the same space of Holy Spirit guidance when we turn our hearts to letting God lead us on a daily basis.  If Jesus didn’t hear the Father speak then He didn’t speak.  But when Jesus saw the Father move, he moved.  He allowed God to be the power in his life and every miracle he ever performed was not of his own strength or wisdom but of the power of God that was one with him.  In fact, Jesus said that he wasn’t even the one who performed all of those miracles but rather that it was the Father in him that did the works.  Jesus just perfected the ability of letting the Father move through him all of the time.

Imagine when you are at work today that everything you do is led by the Father.  You would enjoy a new level of success wouldn’t you?  Jesus said that all things are possible to the person who believes (Mark 9: 23).  Through today’s verse we see how that is true because our Father illuminates the path for us.  We also see ever more clearly that our job is to believe.  We are called to be believers.  Through believing and listening to our Father we will be more like Jesus and we also will say, “It is the Father within me that does the work.”

1736. Wednesday, March 5, 2014

Romans 8: 28

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

I call this the lemonade scripture because what it means to you is that God will take the lemons that life hands you and he will add a little sugar to them and make for you lemonade.  I had a rough journey coming to this understanding and I would like to tell you that story today.  First, though, I want you to know that this scripture is talking about you.  Do not disqualify yourself.  God Himself has called you to His purpose.  He is constantly calling you to Himself.  You are His beloved.

Years ago, in my High School days and my freshman year of college, I went through a rough patch.  Although all of my young life I had believed in God and His son Jesus there came a point in my confusion that I concluded that there could not exist a benevolent God given the pain and turmoil I was experiencing.  Then I had an even greater epiphany.  I decided that there was, in fact, a God because, I reasoned, it was He who was causing these problems in my life.  

I ran across some really bad teaching in those years.  People were actually teaching from the pulpit that God was putting hurt and anguish on people in order to make them strong.  Of course that is exactly what I did not need to hear because it only solidified my belief that God was the author of my pain.  There was a part of me that could not completely accept this position though so there raged within me a battle.  Who is this God of ours?  Is he a loving God or is He a God who strengthens us through pain?

Over the years I began to come to know this God and discovered that He is in fact Love itself.  What I didn’t realize though is that in my heart of hearts there was still lodged a fear of what God would do to me if I ever drew really close to Him.  I had a pretty good relationship with Jesus but to my horror I discovered that there was a definite mistrust in my heart towards God the Father.  Insane!  That realization was one of the most humbling and core shaking moments of my life but it opened the blinds on the window of my heart so that God’s light could shine and reveal truth to my heart.  

I still hear people accuse God of putting bad stuff on them for various purposes and I even still hear ministers preach that message which grieves my spirit immensely.

Our God is love.  If there is only one message that we share it must be that.  He doesn’t have to put bad things on people, Satan does plenty of that.  No, God can use love.  There is nothing that trouble can teach you that love cannot much better reveal to you.  Jesus came to show us the way and that way was not the way of trouble.  God is not in the lemon business; He is in the lemonade business.  He will take all of the junk the devil slings at you and He will turn it for your good.  He is the one that will take the thunder cloud and turn it inside out so that the silver lining is all you see.  He will take every missile of the devil which is meant to hurt you and turn it into a blessing.  That is His way.  Our Father causes everything to work out for our good because He loves us.  

As for me, I so despised this scripture for many years and now it is a favorite.  Jesus set me free from the lie.  I wonder if that is why I love lemonade so much.  

1737. Thursday, March 6, 2014

Hosea 4: 6

New Living Translation

My people are being destroyed because they don’t know me.  Since you priests refuse to know me, I refuse to recognize you as my priests.  Since you have forgotten the laws of your God, I will forget to bless your children.

The book of Hosea was written in about 722 B.C. but it might have been written yesterday because it so clearly describes our time.  The Holy tribes of the chosen people had split into two separate kingdoms, Israel the ten tribes of the north and Judah, the southern kingdom.  Chaos ruled to such an extent that the northern kingdom fell.

Hosea witnessed the division among God’s people and their unrestrained ways.  He understood that the people were ignorant of God and His ways and tried, in vain, to teach them that God loved them and that they should return to Him.  Hosea is fighting an uphill battle, though, because even the priests had lost their communion with God.

Whenever we see churches or the church splintering we know that the love of God is not ruling there.  The love of God draws people together rather than splits them asunder.  God says, through Hosea, that the problem is that the people don’t know Him.  

To know God is to live in the blessing.  The priests no longer knew God so of course they did not teach His people about Him.  The people, in turn, did not seek God and without God there is no peace.

This is a message for us today.  If we want a life of peace, stability and blessing we must seek the face of the Lord, our God.  Our ministers have an important role to play.  They must teach about God.  We are suffering and are being destroyed in this time because we do not know God.  In the presence of God is security, tranquility and all provision.  Without God, we suffer continually with division, strife, turmoil, lack, sickness and despair.  To know God is to know love, the two are inseparable because God is love.  Where love is in operation, there is peace and every form of prosperity.  You have only to look around to see that we have been operating without God.  Even when we look in our churches we find that many are characterized by their infighting rather than by a spirit of cooperation and affection.

We are now the chosen people of God and if we would see our children blessed and our lives anointed then we must continually turn our faces toward God.  We must seek God in our private capacities but we must also insist that those appointed by God as our ministers and leaders teach us about Him and the life we are to live in Him.  We are being destroyed by the lack of knowledge of God much less a personal revelation of Him so if we are to avoid destruction then we must come to know this God both personally and corporately.  The gospel of our Lord is the good news.  Let us preach it and receive it with open hearts.

1738. Friday, March 7, 2014

Deuteronomy 28: 10


New English Translation
Then all the peoples of the earth will see that you belong to the Lord, and they will respect you.

In the twenty-eighth chapter of Deuteronomy God revealed the blessing and there is much good news there.  We know from Galatians 3: 13 – 14 that the blessing of Abraham has been fulfilled in Christ and has become the right of every believer.  So now let’s look at verse 10 of this important chapter.  

God told the Israelites that the people of the world would see the blessing on them, in operation in their lives and would realize that they were the chosen people of Almighty God.  Some versions read that when the people of the world saw the effect of the blessing they would be afraid of Israel.  I like what the Living Bible has to say.  It says that people will stand in awe.

I have noticed that when God moves He gets more than one effect.  The same is true with the blessing.  His purpose is to bless you but in so doing the uninformed are witnessed to.  They see the effect of serving God in every aspect of our lives.  The more we allow God to fill all the rooms of our hearts the more of the blessing manifests in our lives.  That is good news for us but it is also good news for the world.  People who don’t know God or who are marginalized get to see the love of God in a tangible way.  As we allow God to minister His grace to every part of our lives, as we yield to His ministrations the world will see the overflow of His blessing and they will stand in awe.

If you do not believe that you are living in the fullness of the blessing then ask God why not.  There is no aspect of the blessing which has not been fully realized in Christ Jesus.  Open yourself to hear from Him so that He can bless you and the world.  Then all shall see the greatness of our God.
1739. Monday, March 10, 2014

Galatians 2: 20

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.

I believe this is what it means to be a Christian.  The life we formerly lived we have sacrificed on the altar of love to the one who gave all.  It is no longer I who live ... that person we knew as ourselves is dead and gone and behold a new creature is there, in her place.  All things have become new.  The life we now live is the life of Christ.  He lives in us and through us.  It is a life of faith no longer living and walking according to the evidence of our eyes, no longer living according to the flesh and the things of the world.  The life we live is the expression of the love of Christ as an outflowing communication, the rivers of living water issuing from within yet reaching out to a hurting and dying world.  We wear Christ’s heart on our sleeve.

Is this an easy way to live?  Yes and No.  It is a wonderful way to live but putting the old self on the altar and even more so leaving him there is not so easy but Christ is our strength, our Father our strong tower.  The old person isn’t so great but she is familiar and therefore comfortable but that momentary comfort is in exchange for a lifetime of peace and the glory of the Lord.  The old is easy and comfortable but it is death, a living death, and not the way of the Lord.  Jesus said that he came to give us life (John 10: 10).  Why, then, do we persist in continuing our existence through the dead former self when we could be alive to the life in Christ?  Is it habit?  Is it fear?  Is it that we have lacked leadership?  Has there been no one to show us the way? 

I pray that you allow this life in Christ to fill you up to overflowing so that you fully experience this great miracle of Christ in me, the hope of glory (Col. 1: 27); that His glory will fill your days and your nights, that the glory of his life within you will permeate every cell of your body and that you may know the full breadth of his love and his guidance in every minute of every day.  May the glory of the Lord fill you and settle upon you as in days of old so that you are never alone and never out of His presence.  This is the hope.  This is what Jesus came and died to give us.  May the life of Christ within you be fully realized.

1740. Tuesday, March 11, 2014

Numbers 9: 8


NIV
Moses answered them, “Wait until I found out what the Lord commands concerning you.”

What an awesome lesson from the leader of the Israelites.  The time of the Passover was at hand but some men became ceremonially unclean because of contact with a dead body.  A conversation ensued about whether or not these men ought to be allowed to receive the Passover supper.

Isn’t that the way of the law and of small minds?  There were people whose first response was exclusion.  Legalistic people of all ages seek ways to exclude others from the graces of the Lord.  How incredibly sad!  Thank our dear Lord for Moses.  You see, this was the first time this issue had presented itself so the people had no answer apart from their own reasoning.  So Moses said, “Wait!  Let’s ask the Lord and see what He says before we make any decisions.”  Wow!  Now that was a bold and faith filled answer.  Oh to have that kind of response to problems today.  And consider this.  Moses was an Old Testament dude.  He didn’t have Messiah but brother, he had a revelation.  That is why we can still learn so much from Moses.  If we will look at how he walked and talked with God it will inform our lives.  It is especially illustrative if you will carry these verses forward and see them in the light of the New Testament.

And here is the very exciting part.  God, through the work of Jesus, has sent us the Holy Spirit of promise so that we can today, in this time, walk with God the way Moses did.  We can have God speak to every problem we face and every decision we make.  Finally, God has come to walk with ordinary people.  Glory, Hallelujah!  If you can’t get excited about that you need to have your pulse checked.  You can walk with God like Moses did.  Truth be told, we have an even better deal than he did.  We are living in the times of God with you, God in you.  Inquire of the Lord in every circumstance and be blessed!
1741. Wednesday, March 12, 2014

Numbers 11: 29

But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake?  Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them!”

The backstory here is that the Lord told Moses to bring forward the seventy elders and He would take of the Spirit that was upon Moses and share it with the elders.  Moses gathered the elders at the tent of meeting and then the Lord came down in a cloud and spoke with Moses.  Moses then took of the Spirit and “put the Spirit on the seventy elders” (v. 25).  When the Spirit rested on the elders, they prophesied.  

Well, meanwhile, back in camp, two men whose names were listed among those of the elders but who did not go to the tent of meeting began to prophesy for the Spirit of the Lord rested on them.  Joshua was dismayed at this and implored Moses to stop them from prophesying.  Moses’ response is today’s verse.  I believe Moses’ response was God’s heart.  Moses not only had God’s Spirit but he also was a man who walked with God.  He knew God’s heart. 

 A couple of years ago I did a study on the Holy Spirit and created a spreadsheet listing every verse I could find on God’s Spirit.  I discovered that there was very little known about the Spirit in the times of the Old Testament.  Of the roughly 242 verses I found on the Holy Spirit only about 37 of them are from the Old Testament.  In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit remained yet a promise.  He would rest upon people from time to time and when He did they would perform amazing feats.  In today’s passage, though, we have a glimpse into the future.  Moses said that he wished that every person would have the Holy Spirit.  That wish is mostly fulfilled in our time.  Every person today has the right to receive the Holy Spirit and have him not only rest on them but actually come live within them and be with them every minute of every day.

It is not automatic, though.  You have to invite him to come live in you and be with you but asking is the only requirement.  Believe and receive the anointing and indwelling of the Holy Spirit of promise.

1742. Thursday, March 13. 2014

1 Chronicles 16: 11

Seek the Lord and His strength; see His face continually.

I want to coin a new phrase for you and me today.  Let’s call today’s verse a “pocket verse” because I want you to stick this one in your pocket and take it with you all of the time.  Why?  Because no matter what is going on in your life, this verse leads you to the answer.  Maybe you just received a raise at work, seek the Lord.  Turn your face towards His and give Him praise.  Perhaps you are up against a deadline or have some challenge which needs overcoming.  Seek the Lord.  We are overcomers through him.  Maybe your body is tired and you’ve got much left to do.  Seek the Lord and His strength.  He will be your strength when you have none.  Furthermore, we can lean on His strength before we wear ourselves out and He will be our strength.

No matter what your situation is today, God is your answer.  Now think about today’s verse this way for a moment.  Ultimately who wrote today’s verse?  In whose book is it found?  You are getting my point.  God Himself has instructed you to seek Him.  Now, if He told you to seek Him don’t you think it is reasonable that He is going to allow Himself to be found?  Of course!  God wants to be your supply.  He already has the answer in His hand so it only makes sense for us to go to the source of our supply.  Imagine that you desire or need a certain gadget.  You do an online search for it and find that Target has it in stock.  Now what are going to do?  You aren’t going to get in your car and drive to Walmart are you?  I think you will be disappointed and frustrated if you do.  And yet we do that all of the time.  We go to the world for our answers and our supply when what we need is in God’s hands.  No wonder we get so frustrated.  And then do you know what many of us do?  We blame God and accuse Him of not meeting our need.  It doesn’t make sense does it?  Well, Jehovah Jireh, our provider has provided everything we need, even answers.  If you seek Him, you will find Him.  He is hiding in plain sight.  Seek His face.  You will find Him.  Allow Him to provide for you today.

1743. Friday, March 14, 2014

Luke 1: 13, 18 – 20

But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the name John.”  And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this for certain?  For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.”  And the angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God; and I have been sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news.  And behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak until the day when these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which shall be fulfilled in their proper time.”

Many of us, like poor Zacharias here, do not have a full revelation of the power of the words of our mouth.  Of all the teachings that we must hear time and time again this is one of the top three.  Your words have power.  There is life and death in your mouth.  What we receive is the result of what we choose to speak.

Zacharias should have known better.  He was a priest, one of those chosen by God to teach His revelations to the people.  None the less, when the angel Gabriel appeared to him and delivered a message from God all Zacharias could muster up was doubt and unbelief.  Now the devil knows that the quickest way to defeat anyone is to get them to speak unbelief.  Do you remember the verse we looked at from Mark 9 last week?  Jesus said, “Everything is possible for him who believes” (v. 23).  The boy’s father, in that encounter with Jesus, declared, “Help me overcome my unbelief.”  Jesus helped this man receive what he sought and desired by helping him with his unbelief.  Poor old Zacharias just opened his mouth and let his unbelief tumble out all over everywhere.  I pray to the Lord our God that if I ever, in this earthly existence, see the angel Gabriel that I will not spew unbelief out on him.

Zacharias had asked something big of God.  His wife, Elizabeth, was barren and old yet they wanted a child.  Does this sound familiar?  Of course, Abraham and Sarah had the same problem but Zacharias would have known the outcome of Abraham and Sarah’s prayers since he was of the house of Abraham.  Still, doubt and unbelief plagued him just as it often does us.  The key though, is to keep that unbelief from ever coming out of our mouths.  Gabriel understood that so he shut Zacharias’ mouth.  Gabriel knew that if Zacharias was allowed to keep speaking, he would negate the miracle God had working.  Some people have looked at this passage of scripture and thought that Gabriel was punishing Zacharias.  No, he was protecting him and his dream.  The miracle that God was bringing forth was important.  That child turned out to be John the Baptist who was the herald of Jesus.  So Gabriel just prevented Zacharias from failing.

When we are working on something it is imperative that we continue to speak words of faith.  Now I know this does not make sense to our human minds but we are talking of spiritual things here and there are spiritual laws and forces just like the laws of physics with which we are familiar.  One of the things that we understand about the spiritual realm is that words have great power.    What you have today is a product of the words you spoke yesterday.  So, fast forward ... what you will have and be next year and beyond will be the result of the words you speak today.

We don’t need Gabriel to appear to us today and tell us to keep our mouths in line because we have the experience of Zacharias to teach us.  We need to take this lesson to heart though because if we do not we may continually dig up the good seeds we are planting.  Sow your seed but then water them with the Word of God flowing out of your spirit and mouth.  Police your language.  Not only should you not curse and condemn your seed but speak good words over it too.  Speak the words of life to them.  Speak the Word of God and words of faith.  

1744. Monday, March 17, 2014

Psalm 19: 14

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my Redeemer.

Last Friday we talked about the words of our mouths which brought this scripture to my mind.  The thing that jumped out at me more than ever before is the part about meditation being acceptable in His sight.  Have you really thought about that, that God can “see” the meditation of your heart?  Whoa!  1 Chronicles 28:9 tells us that God searches all hearts and minds and knows the thoughts of a person.  And Hebrews 4: 12 reads, “For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

Secondly, we see from this passage that we are meant to meditate.  Many Christians have shied away from the idea of meditation because some worldly people have made meditation something which seems unholy and frankly, weird.  But meditation was prescribed by God way before the new age spiritists got the big idea.  Just take note of the fact that today’s verse didn’t even come from the New Testament.  It is an old idea and a God idea.

Meditation is not some sort of voodoo.  It really is just mulling over something and honestly it is something we all do.  The real question is what is it that we are mulling over?  What do we think about day in and day out?  God means for us to purposefully ponder His word.  We are to set our hearts to considering the thoughts and intents of His heart by meditating on His word.

Significantly, this passage of scripture shows us another very important aspect of meditation.  Meditation is to take place in our hearts rather than our minds.  That is a bit of a foreign concept to many of us but think for a moment where your deeply held beliefs reside.  When you “know” a thing, do you know it in your heart or your mind?  There is a deep knowing that is imbedded in the very fabric of our being.  That is where you know Christ and know him as Lord.  You cannot be persuaded against his divine nature no matter how much empirical evidence is dumped in your lap.  And this is not the only place in scripture where thoughts and the heart are linked.  You may be surprised by the number of verses you will retrieve if you run a search on “thought” and “heart”.

The cliché goes, “Our heart, God’s home.”  Perhaps, then, it is not so strange that He should be able to discern the meditations of our heart.  We also know that our mouth speaks from the overflow of our hearts (Matthew 12: 34) so in order for the words of our mouth and the mediations of our hearts to be pleasing to God we are going to have to invest in the substance of our hearts.  Whatever you want to receive begins with an investment on your part.  You don’t reap stock dividends without first investing nor interest without first depositing.  How then shall we reap the deep things of God?  Let me suggest that it comes from our investiture of Him into our hearts which is an intentional rather than incidental act of our will. 
1745. Tuesday, March 18, 2014

Psalm 46: 10


King James Version
Be still and know that I am God.

I am again on this journey to better know God.  It is a daily journey for us all but do you also have seasons where your search is hungrier and your need to know Him more compelling?  That is where I am and I would like to take you along with me on this journey and really I have little choice because I cannot separate anything I am doing from this deep need to know Him better.  It is my prayer that my exploration will benefit you.

Clearly God is telling us in this verse that to know Him better we are going to have to be still for a bit.  I wonder if he had our time and our culture in His mind when He gave these words to the psalmists.  We are a busy people and being busy is a badge of honor most of us wear proudly.  I have found that I can fill up a day with no trouble.  Sometimes I get to racing around so fast that even when I sit down to have some quality time with our father my insides are still racing a mile a minute.  I don’t think we are ever going to know our father at the deepest levels if we do not learn to slow down and be still.  This stillness certainly starts in our bodies.  It is difficult to quiet your mind if you can’t first slow down your physiology.  How long can you sit absolutely still?  You should time yourself.  I found I was terrible at just being physically still.

Next, can you release the thoughts going through your mind?  I found that I had a very undisciplined mind.  It was constantly on one thing or another.  So I focus on a picture.  I have a couple that I use.  Sometimes I picture Christ on the cross.  That is very sobering for me and slows me down.  At times, though, seeing our Lord on the cross is too much so I picture him beside a stream at one of my favorite places.  It is a spot along the Appalachian Trail in South Carolina where I used to like to stop, take off my boots and put my feet in the cool water and its being very picturesque and detailed helps me to focus.  Still sometimes that doesn’t work either and then I imagine a single candle burning.  I watch the flame dance around.  When I can slow down I invariably find Father awaiting me.  I am sure that you have ways of quieting your mind, heart and body.  When you do, there is the place where it is easiest to hear the father.

However, there is something deeper in this stillness than just slowing our spirits, souls and bodies.  In this passage I hear, “Cease your endless striving and experience me, know me as your God.”  So many of my prayers over the years have asked God what I should do.  Increasingly the answer has been, “Nothing.  Just pray.”  Now I hear Him saying “Be still and know that I am God.”  In other words, He wants us to let Him be God.  He wants to show Himself in our lives and through our lives.  The key for me is to let God be God and endeavor not to get in His way.  “Don’t worry.  Don’t strive.  Don’t let anxiety have a place in your heart.  Be still and at ease knowing that I am your God.  I will keep you and care for you.”  This is what I hear God speaking to us. 

1746. Wednesday, March 19, 2014

1 Peter 3: 12

For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears attend to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.

The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous.  Who among us is righteous?  We all are but not because of anything we have done.  Today’s scripture can be a great breakthrough for someone but it has to be read through 2 Corinthians 5: 21 which reads, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  God made Jesus to be sin so that we could be the righteous.  There is nothing you can do about it; you are the righteousness of God.  This is a part of the substitutionary work of Jesus.

Now if you have fully accepted that you are the righteous then you can get very excited about today’s verse.  God’s eyes are upon you.  That is shouting ground right there but read on.  It also says that He is paying attention to your prayer.  His ears are tuned to your prayer line.

Did you ever wonder if God was listening to you when you pray?  You no longer need be concerned about that.  He is listening.  He is waiting for you to say something and His angelic host is standing by to carry out their marching orders when you speak out words of faith.  Everyone is attentive and listening.  Now, what would you like the angels to do for you?  Speak to your Father in positive, Word inspired, action words.  If all we do is complain about our circumstances the angels have nothing to act on.  We need to direct their actions in affirmative ways and the absolute best way to do that is to say what the Bible says.  They know how to implement the promises of the Bible.  So now that you know God is listening say what the Bible says about you.  Speak the promises of God into your life.  Ask God to fulfill His Word in you.  

He is listening.  What have you to say? 
1747. Thursday, March 20, 2014


The Light of Wisdom

Ephesians 4: 17 - 18

This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart.

In this passage Paul distinguishes the Christian walk from the walk of the Gentiles, “the walk” being a metaphor for how each lives and moves through life.  The Gentiles, or the uninformed, walk through life guided by their minds.  Paul tells us that this is a futile, useless, way to live life.  They are not enlightened.  Instead their understanding is darkened.  These two are in exact contrast to one another.  Their ignorance has barred them from the life of God.

Our arrogance is barring us from a life with God and the life of God.  We have so convinced ourselves that we have great intelligence and reasoning powers that we have become hard-hearted and in so doing we have excluded ourselves from living in the grace of God.  We have forgotten that we are just a vapor, just a brief “poof” in the fabric of eternity.  In the process we have actually convinced ourselves that we have some measurable intelligence on par with God’s all knowingness.  Even as we try to argue that we know that God is omniscient we enthrone our great intellect on the throne of our lives.  How shall we even seek God’s great wisdom when, in truth, we think ourselves great discerners of life’s mysteries?

God has given us intelligence but it is a mere whisper, a shadow, of the true intellect.  Each of us has been in existence less than one hundred years which is nothing in the vastness of time.  My point is that even if we have great intelligence, we just don’t live long enough to learn a thimbleful of all there is to know.  And frankly, most of us are not Mensa level intellects.  Even if we were, that is nothing in light of the Father’s vast wisdom.  

If we would humble ourselves before our God, He would give us great wisdom, even full wisdom.  He longs to reveal Himself to us.  But our hearts have become hard and calloused and true wisdom can only be known in the heart.  God would pour all that He is into us if only we would repent of our foolishness and bare our hearts to Him.  He is so willing, even longing for just that but we have given our hearts over to an idol.    We worship at the throne of self-glorification.   

As long as we walk in our own minds, our understanding will be darkened and we will be excluded from the life of God which is the very thing that Jesus came to earth to give us.  But this isn’t meant to be a hard, condemning message.  It is meant to free you from death and delusion.  It is meant to be a key for the shackles that bind so that you can live in the freedom that Christ purchased for you.

This heart journey can be difficult.  I do not deny that but everything of worth requires something of us.  For those who have courage the pathway to God is revealed.  It is in the mind of Christ which is spoken through our hearts.  I know that you have been hurt and have built great walls around your fragile heart but God is our fortress and in Him is our great hope.  It is in Him we were supposed to deposit our hearts.  His walls are strong and unshakeable and within the fortress of our God is everything we need and everything we want.  We will never gain our desires if we rely on our own intellect but in God there is all wisdom and the answer for every situation.  Open your heart to Him.  Tear down the walls that enslave you and rip all idols from their thrones.  Bow your intellect to Jesus so that He can fill you with all the wisdom of the ages.
MailChimp Test Week

1748. Monday, March 31, 2014

Receiving the Promises of God

Numbers 32: 5

NIV
“If we have found favor in your eyes,” they said, “let this land be given to your servants as our possession.  Do not make us cross the Jordan.”

May I give you the Ivey translation of this verse?  “Oh Lord, don’t make us go into the Promised Land.”  The land of promise, the land that God had already given to the Israelites and about which he had repeatedly told them ever since they left Egypt was that which lay across the river Jordan.  How incredibly sad this is.  God had already given them the Promised Land but two of the tribes of Jacob wanted to stop just short of the prize.  How many of us also give up in sight of the reward?  Lord, let us not fall short of all that you want to do in us!

The legacy of Reuben and Gad is that their line lacked the intestinal fortitude and faith to receive the promises of God.  How tragic!  But let us note that these two tribes made a choice.  They chose not to receive the promise of the Lord.  The American Heritage Dictionary defines intestinal fortitude as courage and endurance.  It is not courage alone but that kind of courage that perseveres.  He who perseveres will win the prize.  Of course it takes courage to persist in a quest.  Everyone encounters seasons of wanting to quit, to give in the challenges and struggles but the winners, the ones’ who will attain that high goal in Christ and the overflowing blessings are those who endure, who stick with it.

It is really enlightening to read the entire story including Moses’ response to their petition but this I will tell you, never in the entire dialogue was there ever any mention made or doubt expressed that the land across the Jordan was not the land of promise.  Neither was there any argument that the land was, in fact, flowing with milk and honey.  In fact, time and time again the land was referred to as the land flowing with milk and honey.

God has made us some promises too but receiving is a choice.  Often we wonder why God’s people are not living in the fullness of the promises.  In this recital of Israel’s flight from Egypt and journey to the land of promise we find our own answer.  I often analogize receiving God’s promises to a refrigerator.  Suppose that God promised to give you an endless supply of orange juice.  Today you pray to the Lord for the orange juice He promised you but you never hear a reply nor does the orange juice materialize next to your recliner.  So, tomorrow you again pray for the promised orange juice.  Still, no reply, no orange juice.  You keep reading in His word that He has already met all your needs and that He fulfills the desires of your heart, so where is the orange juice?  Of course it turns out that God had already filled the refrigerator with orange juice.  You only had to take what He had already provided.  So it is with us in every area of life.  God has already given you the Promised Land.  He has already run the giants off and preserved the land for you.  You, though, have a part to play.  You must receive what God has done.  You can have everything your heart desires but you have to cross the river; you have to actually get up and go to the refrigerator and receive the blessing of orange juice.  The two tribes of Israel stopped short of the victory that God had already planned and provided before they ever left Egypt.  Don’t do the same thing.  Get your feet wet.  Find the promises of God in your Bible and then walk boldly in the promise of the Lord.  Invest your trust in God and His word.  Believe with all your heart that God is not a liar and that He is well able to provide what He has promised.  If you will do this, you will see His glory and the blessing of the Lord.  Dare to believe!

1749. Tuesday, April 1, 2014

He Cares For You

Psalm 55: 22


NIV
Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous fall.

In all of these thousands of years God has not changed.  He wanted to carry the cares of Adam but Adam wanted to be his own God.  He wanted to bear the burden of the Israelites out in the desert but they would not walk in faith and trust.  In today's passage the Holy Spirit spoke through David to tell the people of that age to cast all of their care upon the Lord.  God didn't even stop there.  In 1 Peter 5: 7 God instructs New Testament believers to cast "all your care upon Him, for He cares for you."  

God's desire to care for His kids has never waned.  Since the beginning of time He has been challenging His children to lean on Him and allow Him to carry those cares and worries.  Even in this age He wants to take the worry and concerns from our shoulders.

We are supposed to not only read the Word but also do the Word.  Today's verse, especially in conjunction with 1 Peter 5: 7, is a good example of what it means to "do the Word".  We have been given something specific to do, cast all of our care upon the Lord.  Therefore, in order to walk as a disciple of the Lord Jesus we must give him all of our worries and concerns.  To do less is to be in disobedience.  That may sound harsh but it is for your freedom that Jesus came and his purpose was to free us all from bondage.  Every day you should consciously give the Lord every problem and every anxious thought.  Your job is to trust the Lord; all the problems are his.  Don't take care.  Don't be careful.  Be carefree in the love of Jesus and His Father.  This is your right and inheritance.  It is also the command of the Lord.  In Jesus' name, cast all your care.

1750. Wednesday, April 2, 2014

Isaiah 43: 1
But now, thus says the Lord, your Creator, O Jacob, and He who formed you, O Israel, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine!”
The voice of the Lord can be heard in the streets and the marketplace.  He is calling you.
“For I have called the church.  I have called every single person.  You are all members and vital to the body.  Do not overlook your call.  I have called you by name.  I have called you to myself.  Arise O mighty church of the living God.  I am coming soon.  Arise to meet me.” The Lord God is calling out to His people.  “Arise!  Hearken to me as never before.  Turn your heart to me and hear me for I am calling to you.”
God has called you and He is crying out to His people and to the church as a body of believers.  He is sending people throughout to awaken the body.  Awaken.  Rub the sleep from your eyes because we are being called to greater glory in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit of the Lord.  These are the days that the prophets of old longed to see.  The church fell asleep; the people lost their zeal, their hunger for the Lord, but there is a great awakening.  People will again yearn for their heavenly Father with a deep, almost insatiable hunger.  They will be filled though.  Just like Jesus fed the 5000, God will give the bread of life to all who hunger.

There is not one believer who is not known to God.  No matter where you are or what you are doing God is there with you.  He constantly watches over you.  There is no concern that is too small for Him nor any problem that is too large for Him.  He knows your name and is calling out that name.  Individually and collectively you are the people of His hand.  You may seem small in your own eyes but you are precious in the sight of the Lord.  You think you are invisible but your God is passionately aware of every minute of your day.  And you are a part of this great awakening.  Your zeal for the Lord will inspire others.  God will do great things in your life and others will see the hand of the Lord on you.  You and your life will be a testimony to the saved and the unsaved so that all may come to a full knowledge of the Lord our Christ.  Listen, God is calling you.
1751. Thursday, April 3, 2014

Deuteronomy 1: 34


NIV
When the Lord heard what you said, he was angry and solemnly swore; “Not a man of this evil generation shall see the good land I swore to give your forefathers, except Caleb son of Jephunneh.  He will see it, and I will give him and his descendants the land he set his feet on, because he followed the Lord wholeheartedly.”

God spoke audibly from heaven about Jesus saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased (Matthew 3: 16).  We are told of David that he was a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13: 14) and we know that Enoch walked with God (Genesis 6: 24).  You can think of other great heroes of the Bible and their remarkable tales.  We see how these Biblical giants are remembered.  Do you remember the woman who poured the costly perfume on Jesus?  She was criticized for her act but Jesus said that as long as the gospel is preached she will be remembered (Matthew 26: 13).  Of Caleb it was said that “he followed the Lord wholeheartedly.”  The question is, how do we wish to be remembered?

Most of us want to please the Lord and we sometimes talk about what God will say of us when we meet Him face to face.  Perhaps we do not individually have the faith of Abraham or the bravado of Peter.  Maybe we are not great leaders as was Moses or as trusting as David but I believe we can all attain the reputation of Caleb, that we serve the Lord wholeheartedly.  

It is hard in this modern society not to be divided in attention and loyalty but I suppose every generation has had that challenge.  Somehow Caleb was able to fix his heart on God and follow Him with all his heart.  He was allowed to go into the Promised Land when many, many others were not.  Caleb chose to believe God and to follow Him in a time when it was not popular.  He was, in fact, part of a small minority.  He chose, though, who he would follow and didn’t let anything dissuade him, not even the giants that were living in the Promised Land.  

We too can be Calebs in our generation.  We can live to God and follow wherever He leads.  Is it easy?  No.  If it was easy the other 83% of the Israelite spies would have articulated their trust in God and followed Him into the land of promise.  But just because it isn’t easy does not mean it isn’t attainable.  It is a decision.  Are we going to believe the 6:00 news or the Word of God?  Are we going to allow the appearance of things in the earth determine in whom we believe and what we believe?  Truly, the facts don’t count.  What counts is our decision about who we put our trust and belief in.  That’s it.  Caleb chose to believe God despite all kinds of obstacles that he could see in the landscape.  He believed that God would overcome every obstacle.  We too, then, can be spiritual giants.  We must only decide.  We can give our whole heart to God and follow Him relentlessly.  Abandon all your worldly beliefs and fill your heart with God’s Word until it is overflowing.  Then you too will follow God wholeheartedly and be a champion residing in the Promised Land.

1752. Friday, April 4, 2014

Luke 8: 21

NIV
He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.”

Jesus taught how we can be one of his relations, or part of his family.  It is a two-step process.  First we must hear God’s word.  Second, we must put it into practice.  His brother James was listening.  James later wrote, “But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers, who delude themselves” (James 1: 22).  He said we are supposed to “receive the word implanted” (v. 21).

First we must each ask ourselves, “Do we want to be close with Jesus, even as close as a brother?”  Secondly, “What are we willing to do in order to achieve that personal closeness with him?”  Frankly, not everyone is willing to enter into a personal relationship with Jesus.  That’s okay, it is a personal choice but for those who do crave intimacy with the Lord Jesus he has shown the way.  

Jesus put an emphasis on God’s word.  He told us we must put ourselves in a position to hear God’s word.  Bear in mind they didn’t have the written word in abundance like we do today.  We can “hear” the word in many ways.  One of those ways, I would suggest, is in reading it for ourselves.  Furthermore, there is an incredible amount of free teaching available on television, radio and the internet.  Many ministers even allow people to download this content to their own device.  I find that remarkable.  What other profession gives away their work product for free?  We can hear great messages every single day.  

Brother James teaches us that we are to receive this word implanted.  When you hear the word, you must then receive it.  Just hearing someone speak the Word of the God won’t do a thing for you if you don’t receive it.  I believe James is telling us to plant the Word of God in our hearts.  This principle is well taught by Jesus in Luke 8 where the sower sows the word to our hearts.  There are quite a few scriptures that speak about the relationship between God’s Word and our hearts.  Look at Deuteronomy 6:6 for example, “These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.”  This is our starting place then.  We can’t do God’s Word if we do not first hear it and in that hearing receive it into our hearts.  This is not a brain game.  It is a matter of the heart.  What, then, is the condition of your heart?  Is it the good soil that Jesus speaks about in Luke 8 or is it hard like the stony ground?

Fellowship with Jesus begins with God’s Word.  Perhaps hearing that thrills you.  I hope so.  Maybe, though, you are one of those who does not want to give time and place to the Word of God.  I am very sorry because there is no getting around this one.  No amount of intellectualization, even, is going to provide an argument that supports that position.  We must all come to a place in our lives where we are willing to let Jesus be the absolute Lord of our lives and do, therefore, what he says.  Either he is Lord of our lives or he is not but if he is then we should follow his instructions and his teachings.  He came to give us abundant life.  That is all he is trying to do with his instruction.  He is trying to bless us but in order for us to receive the greatest of gifts we are going to have to taste humility.

As you turn your face to Jesus, soften your heart and receive his word implanted therein.  Then we can talk about putting it into practice.  Then we probably won’t have to.
1753. Monday, April 7, 2014

Jesus and the Pharisees

Luke 11: 42

But woe to you Pharisees!  For you pay tithe of mint and rue and every kind of garden herb, and yet disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others.

Jesus exclaimed to the Pharisees that they should tithe but in so doing they should not neglect justice and the love of God.  They had one part down, at least they were tithing, but they were not showing the kindness, love and mercy that God requires.

Some people say that tithing is an Old Testament idea.  Apparently, they forgot to tell Jesus.  He says that the Pharisees were correct in their giving of ten percent of their income but that they erred in what they withheld.  Jesus told them that the love of God extends beyond the tithe.  It must be expressed to our fellows through tenderness, grace, kindness and a gentle heart.

We know that Jesus had real issues with the Pharisees and I find it easy sometimes to look down my nose at them.  I like to think that if I had lived in those days I would not have erred the way the Pharisees did.  We are more sophisticated in our faith and in revelation knowledge, aren’t we?  But then I look around and I wonder . . . are we bountiful in justice and mercy?  Do we express the love of God that He has so abundantly given to us?  

And what of the tithe?  Statistics tell us that an extremely small percentage of American Christians tithe?  This makes me wonder.  If Jesus were to tarry, how will future generations perceive us?  Will they say that we were much more savvy and dedicated in our faith than our predecessors?  Or will they think we were the generation that served God with our lips but our hearts were far away (Matthew 15:8).  Is Jesus’ blood calling us hypocrites?  Do we serve him only with our mouths but not with our hearts or even our pocketbooks?  Tithing should be the easy part, even the Pharisees did that. And if we have withheld our hearts and the gifts of our bounty, how can we change a generation of people?

Judgment has not been given into our hands but intercession has.  We do not need a move of the Holy Spirit in order to pray for our church, land and generation.  We are living in a better dispensation that the nation of Israel.  We have a better covenant based on better promises and with a better mediator (Hebrews 8: 6).  It seems that we ought, therefore, to be able to live a life beyond that of the Pharisees; a life of greater enlightenment and grace and of more impactful prayers since we can pray in the name of Jesus.  Individually and then collectively we can become the people of God’s hand, a people after His own heart.  As we allow the love of God which has been shed abroad in our hearts to bloom and swell it overflows with love for all people and generosity is a by-product of the grace that our Father has shown us.  You and I can change our nation, our town and our church.  When we clasp hands and faith in the name above all names, mountains must move.  Let us be known as the mighty church.
1754. Tuesday, April 8, 2014

Luke 10: 21

At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, “I praise Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou didst hide these things from the wise and intelligent and didst reveal them to babes.  Yes, Father, for thus it was well-pleasing in Thy sight.”

Have you ever thought that perhaps you are not the sharpest knife in the drawer?  Well, today is your day.  All those folks who think they are so wise and intelligent are eating your dust because God has chosen to reveal His great and mighty wonders to those who are not so impressed with their great intellect.  

Truth be told, our esteem for our brain power is a huge road block in hearing the voice of God.  We can easily get so caught up in our minds and in our thoughts that the voice of God is hard to hear.  We hear too much of ourselves to hear Him.  The truly wise are those who have not enthroned their intellect on the shrine of their hearts and have instead learned how to have a sensitive, open heart because it is really with our hearts that we hear God.  God has come and made His abode in our hearts so it is right there in our hearts that the secrets of God are going to be revealed.

The learned of Jesus’ time had a hard time receiving the truth of Messiah.  Even the Apostle Paul who had the right education and was scholarly almost missed the boat entirely.  God had to arrest him with an extreme encounter to open his eyes.  Paul was endeavoring to serve God with all his might as he persecuted and tortured Christians.  He was zealous in his service to God even though he was so far off base.  As long as he served God in his mind and his intellect, he fell far from the mark.  Once God showed him that his mind needed to be renewed he came to understand that we serve God out of love overflowing from our hearts rather than our minds, our intellect or our education.

Don’t get me wrong.  I am all for education.  Paul told Timothy to study to show himself approved (2 Timothy 2: 15).  But we need to understand how minimal our intellect is in the grand scheme and realize that our hearts have much greater capacity than our brains.  Look at Sister Teresa.  I don’t know if she was ever acclaimed for her IQ but her heart and her devotion sure made an impression on the world.  It was when the Apostle Paul fell in love with Jesus that he yielded his service and changed the course of human history.

So, don’t be too impressed with your intellect.  Rather let it serve you as you study God’s Word.  God is all too happy to reveal His great mysteries to you as you yield yourself to Him.  You don’t have to reason out the great mysteries of life.  You don’t have to figure out everything.  God will just show you if you will let Him.
1755. Wednesday, April 9, 2014

John 10: 10
I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly.

John 6: 63

It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.

Jesus told the world, in his own words, that the reason for his coming into the earth was to bring us abundant life.  He also told us that life comes through the Holy Spirit.  So which is it, does life come from and by the Holy Spirit or through and by Jesus?  In the last phrase of John 6: 63 Jesus said the words he spoke were both spirit and truth.  So, abundant life and the Spirit are ours through Jesus and the words that he spoke.

Just before his crucifixion and death, Jesus told his disciples that it was to their advantage, and hence ours, that he go away so that he could send the helper, the Holy Spirit (John 16: 7).  When we read these verses together we realize that this increased life, this life of abundance is a product of the Holy Spirit which is realized in us by Jesus and his words.  No one comes to the Holy Spirit but by the son and no one comes to the son apart from his words.  The words of Jesus lead us into his saving grace.

The Word of God is the seed that yields life.  When we plant this seed in the fertile soil of our hearts it produces all good things in abundance including peace and joy.  There is nothing of our carnal life that profits us.  Only our investment in Jesus and his word lead us to the freedom in the Spirit which is the deep need of every human soul.

The desire of Jesus’ heart is for us to live in the abundance that his life, death and resurrection bought for us.  He is passionate about us attaining to this high life.  And it is for that reason that he has given us his words directing us to this fullness of life.  Enfold Jesus and the revelation of his words into the tender folds of your heart.  There let it nurture the life of plenty and fulfillment.
1756. Thursday, April 10, 2014

Luke 13: 10 – 17

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years.  She was bent over and could not straighten up at all.  When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are free from your infirmity.”  Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.  Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, “There are six days for work.  So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”  The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites!  Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water?  Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”  When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.

Proverb 16: 25 reads, “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.  It is easy to get tied down to our way of doing things and our traditions and no longer serve the cause they were meant to address.  Even in our religious service we can lose sight of what is meaningful.  So was the case of the ruler of the synagogue.  He was willing to do what was necessary to take care of his oxen or donkey and would not have criticized anyone else for doing the same yet he had no compassion for a child of God. He had lost sight of the love of God and even basic logic.

The most amazing thing to me in this passage is that the synagogue official said to the people that there were six days in a week for healing so for them to come be healed on one of those six days.  If my math is correct that allows 5634 days for the woman’s healing because she had been bent over and persecuted by the evil spirit for eighteen years.  Why didn’t the synagogue official or one of the priests heal the woman on any one of those 5634 days?  What a hypocrite!

There was no love of God operating in that official.  There was no ministry to the people of God’s heart.  I can imagine that Jesus was enraged.  It is surprising to me that he didn’t call fire down from heaven right then.  What tolerance and patience he had!!  

The synagogue official served the Sabbath but not the people.  God did not set up the Sabbath so that people could serve it but rather so that they would remember how much He loves them and how he led them out of Egypt and cared for them, finally leading them into the Promised Land.  

Ultimately the official probably was embarrassed because he realized that he should have healed the woman long ago.  Many times criticism does come from guilt feelings and shame.  So the message today is that we should be very careful about criticizing others, especially when they are serving the people and secondly, today is the day of healing.  Receive your healing today or lay your hands on someone for their healing.  There is no better day than today.
1757. Friday, April 11, 2014

Proverb 6: 9 - 11

How long will you lie down, O sluggard?  When will you arise from your sleep?  A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest – and your poverty will come in like a vagabond, and your need like an armed man.

God has promised to bless the work of your hands.  In fact, in Deuteronomy 30: 9 He promised to “prosper you abundantly in all the work of your hand.”  The point is, though, that you must set your hand to the plow, as it were.  In Colossians 3: 23 Paul teaches that in “whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men.”  

We were never meant to be idle beings.  God created the sloth for that purpose.  Even in the Garden of Eden humanity was expected to work and produce.  The Garden of Eden was nothing more than a seed garden.  Adam and Eve were supposed to take those seeds and create a planet of Eden but they failed miserably.  Fortunately, despite our failures God always has an alternate blessing plan.  If you read the twenty-eighth chapter of Deuteronomy you see that He filled the environment with blessing.  About the only blessing you will not find is the couch potato blessing.

Have you heard the expression “work hard, play hard”?  Is there a reason that work comes before play in that expression?  We must first work and then we play with glee.

Your work is meant to be a source of blessing not just a source of income.  As a matter of fact, you may be retired.  That does not mean that your work has ended.  God may have called you into something new.  And work doesn’t have to be a bad word.  It is meant to be part of our fulfillment.  Meaningful work is a delight.  Truth be known, when we dedicate it all to the Lord it is He who does the heavy lifting anyway and we get to walk around in the blessing.

No matter what you are called to do it with all your energy as if your boss is Jesus because in truth he is.  Do your work with joy.  Your joy comes through the Holy Spirit and the joy of the Lord is our strength (Nehemiah 8: 10).  You see work doesn’t have to be drudgery.  If the Lord has given you something to do, do it with all your might and with joy blessing the Lord that you have something to which to set your hand.  There are thousands and millions of people who do not have the opportunities that we have.  God is blessing us. 

If we do not arise and do what He has called us to do, He will take away what He has given us and give it to someone else to do.  Then we will understand that our work was a gift and a blessing.  Just a little folding of the hands, just a little laziness and all of a sudden you have moved yourself out of the blessing and into the curse.  We have to understand that God has always, since the beginning of time, been trying to bless people.  You see it all through the Old Testament.  Then Jesus came to bring us abundant life (John 10: 10).  You can see the parallel of God’s will in Deuteronomy 30: 9.  It has always been about abundant blessing.  But there is a thief among us so God began warning us early that Satan comes to steal, kill and destroy (John 10:10).  If we fold our hands and slumber the devil will take free rein with our blessing.  Guard diligently what the Lord has given you.  He has put all things in your hands for joy and blessing.  Don’t let the devil steal your blessing.  Instead work diligently with a joyful heart giving the Lord thanks for the multitude of blessing He has given you.  Make your work a praise offering to the Lord.  Go to work with Him, take Him with you.  When you take Jesus with you, then all things are a joy.
1. Monday, April 14, 2014

repeat from Thursday, June 5, 2008

Psalm 81: 13-14
 
13  Oh that My people would listen to Me, that Israel would walk in My ways!
 
14  I would quickly subdue their enemies, and turn My hand against their adversaries.
 
I well imagine the Lord is of the same mind today; that we would turn our ways to him so that he can subdue our enemies for us.  He would squash our problems if only we would let him.  We are often so busy trying to fight battles in our own might that we do not leave room for him.  We forget to walk in love but rather walk in our own self-centered, self-serving ways.  God cannot work in that environment.  The bible says that faith works by love.  If we would only listen to him, he would solve all of our problems for us.  We lie, cheat ... whatever we have to do to get our way.  It really is too much work.  If we would give away what we want, we would receive back many fold that which we desire.  How frustrating it must be for God, sometimes, to want to do for us and yet not be allowed to because we refuse to create an environment in which his power can flow.  His power flows through love and faith.
 
Do you want God to subdue your enemies?  Do you want Him to turn His hand against your adversaries?  Maybe your adversaries are sickness or injury, or poverty or bad relationships or disobedient children.  Re-read verse 13 again and substitute your name in place of "Israel."  If you want God to overcome them for you so that you don't even have to fight those battles for yourself, then listen to him and walk in his ways.  It really can be that easy.

2. Tuesday, April 15, 2014

repeat from  May 29, 2008

Luke 5: 16

But He Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.

This passage is speaking about Jesus.  As you read the accounts of his life, you will discover that Jesus frequently went off by himself for time alone with his Father.  Likewise, we need to learn to get away, alone with God regardless of how busy we are.  We will never walk in the way of Jesus without doing the things he did.  Surely if he needed time alone with God, then we do too.  
 
I am encouraging you to find time to be alone with God because that is where your intimacy with him is found.  No matter how much we go to church or how big our ministries are, the relationship with the Father is built in the quiet times together.  Show him how precious he is to you by giving him a few minutes of your time.  If you cannot give God some of your time, then how important to you is he really?  I promise you that the rewards are well worth the time spent.  

1758. Wednesday, April 16, 2014

God’s Logic

Joshua 6: 2

NIV
Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men.  March around the city once with all the armed men.  Do this for six days.  Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark.  On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets.  When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man straight in.”
Score massive points for Joshua.  Not only did He register that God had spoken these instructions but he also followed them to the letter.  I am glad for Israel that I was not the leader of the nation because I would probably still be sitting there saying, “That can’t be God.”

Sometimes we need to follow the Lord in spite of logic because His instructions do not always make sense to our mortal minds but they will deliver wonders and victory when we follow Him.  You know the rest of the story.  The priests, on the seventh day, blew the long blast on the trumpet during the Israelites’ seventh circuit around Jericho, the people shouted when they heard the blast and, as the song says, the walls came tumbling down.  The soldiers did not have to file through a few gates but rather each person just walked straight up and they took the city with ease.

What do you think distinguishes Joshua from those of us who would have questioned the logic of God’s battle plans?  Can you picture Joshua arousing this great multitude of people and getting them to march around the walled city of Jericho for seven consecutive days?  He must have been very sure that he had heard from God.  If you knew beyond all doubt that God spoke specific directions to you wouldn’t you also find the strength and courage to follow His instructions to the “T” just like Joshua?

In all the years that Joshua followed Moses one surmises that Joshua witnessed what was necessary in order to lead the nation of Israel.  He must have observed Moses fellowshipping with the Lord and learned how to separate himself from the fray of everyday life so that he could hear the Word of the Lord.  I am also reminded of the advice the Lord gave Joshua when he took Moses’ position.  God’s sage advice was two-fold.  First, be strong and courageous and second, do not let this book of the law depart from your mouth but rather meditate on it day and night being careful to do all contained therein (Joshua 3: 8 – 9).
In conclusion, having walled cities, or any other challenge for that matter, crumble at your feet comes from precisely obeying the Lord’s instructions.  We can only have faith and confidence in those oft times seemingly illogical, nonsensical directions when we know beyond doubt that we have heard the voice of the Lord.  That kind of confidence and faith comes only from fellowship with the Lord and in His word but fellowship in the Word and in the presence of the Lord yields the bold courage that frees one to follow uncharted paths, it emboldens the heart to do all that the Lord has spoken and it sees obedient zeal in place of questioning critical thought.  It gives an ordinary human being the fortitude to do that which seems unreasonable to the human mind and to do such in confidant assurance of the prize.

So if what God is telling you does not seem to make good sense to your logic center, rejoice.  You have joined very good company for no one that has ever done something great for the Lord has not had to face the same fears, doubt and indecision.  Just get alone with your Father and let Him confirm His will to you and just don’t worry if His logic doesn’t agree with the world’s.  That is where the fun begins.

1759. Thursday, April 17, 2014
Power in Obedience

Joshua 7: 5



And the men of Ai struck down about thirty-six of their men, and pursued them from the gate as far as Shebarim, and struck them down on the descent, so the hearts of the people melted and became as water.

So to recap, Joshua is in charge of the nation of Israel.  They have crossed over the Jordan River by a miracle of God and enjoyed a supernatural victory over Jericho.  Jericho was a strong and fortified city but the Israelites took it without a struggle.  Now they have gone up against a small town called Ai.  Joshua’s advisors told him that he only needed to send up two or three thousand men because the enemy was few.  So Joshua sent up about three thousand men but the text says, “They were routed by the men of Ai” (v. 4).  So what has happened here?

After the defeat of Jericho, God gave the Israelites specific instructions regarding the disposition of the spoils of war.  Some of the spoils they were allowed to keep but other material was designated for the treasury of God.  After the defeat at Ai, Joshua fell on his face before the Lord perplexed at how a small band of men could defeat the nation that took Jericho so easily.  Wouldn’t you know, when the army of the Lord entered Jericho some of the men took what belonged to the Lord and kept if for themselves.  There they sealed their fate.

This would be an appropriate place to talk about the tithe and stealing from God but there is another facet of this behavior worth considering also.  Our behaviors, our hearts condemn us.  It is hard to receive from God when your heart tells you that you don’t deserve His mercies and kindness.  One might argue in one’s mind that the benefits of being a child of God still accrue to them but their heart will not allow them to receive.  True, God still loves us, Jesus still died for us but we separate ourselves from God because of the guilt and shame in our heart of hearts.  

If there is any sin keeping you from full fellowship with the Lord of Grace simply confess it and pour the blood of Jesus over it.  You never have to feel guilt over it again.  But make sure you renounce it and turn away from it too.  You are made clean in the blood of the lamb and in Jesus you can and should enjoy the fullness of the abundant life.  Be filled with the loving grace and mercy of our Lord.
1760. Friday, April 18, 2014

He Has Healed

Psalm 107:20

He sent His word and healed them.

I recall once when I was sick and running a high fever.  I kept putting cold towels and ice packs on me to try to bring the fever down.  As I lay on my bed with ice packs on my head and chest I began repeating, “I am the healed of Israel, I am the healed of Israel.”  I said it over and over again.  Where did that phrase come from?  I have to believe that God gave it to me.  Interestingly enough He didn’t tell me that I was going to be healed or that healing power was coming to me.  He gave me words which confirmed that He had already sent healing to me.  After three or four days the fever finally broke.  The doctors never did discover the cause but the phrase that God gave me stuck with me.

For those of us who are not Jewish by birth our adoption in Christ has placed us firmly in the sphere of all blessings so that we can boldly claim the blessings of Israel.  Today’s verse tells us unequivocally that God has already healed “them”, which means us and it shows us the means by which He effectuated the healing.  God gave His spoken Word and His written Word and the power in His Word provides for every need we have including healing.  But let us overlay this Abrahamic blessing with a little New Testament glory.

The great apostle, John, reveals to us that Jesus is the Word (John 1: 1, 14).  I do not believe that the church has yet to grasp the enormity and the power of that simple truth but it makes great sense when you combine that reality with today’s verse.  Most of us believe that Jesus is the great healer so it is a fairly easy leap to imagine that when God sent His word it had healing power in it.  

Jesus is the fulfilment of all promises and he has come to us, to live in us and to fill us to overflowing with the miraculous anointing and power of the Father of Grace.  When Jesus lives in your heart then, truly, you have everything you need in order to manifest the abundant life that he said he came to give each of us (John 10: 10).  Regardless of your need today, Jesus is the answer.  He is the way, the truth, the life (John 14: 6).  Reach into the depths of your heart and touch the love, the love that heals all wounds, all sicknesses, all disease, all brokenness.  He is your healer, your Lord and abundant grace.

1761. Monday, April 21, 2014
There is Life in God’s Word

Proverb 4:20-22

My son, give attention to my words; incline your ear to my sayings.   Do not let them depart from your sight; keep them in the midst of your heart.  For they are life to those who find them, and health to all their whole body.

This is very similar to the advice God gave Joshua when he appointed him to take Moses’ place (see Joshua 1: 8).  Interestingly enough, it seems that when God’s people have their backs to the wall God gives them the Word to help them break through their obstacle.  In today’s verse we see that God’s Words are literally the stuff of healing and health.  It is as if God wrote a prescription for what ails us.  His Word fills us with life which and that filling overcomes sickness.  Jesus said, “The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life” (John 6: 63).

Jesus’ words are actually life and he is the life.  So, as we continue to ingest the Word we literally saturate our tissues with the life giving, healing power of the Lord Jesus.  I can imagine that it is difficult for some people to die because they have so filled their bodies with life.

God tells us to give our ear and our sight to the Word.  Then He tells us to keep His words in the midst of our heart.  This tells us that the attention that we are to give to the Word is not an intellectual endeavor but rather one of the heart.  We are to open our inner being to the ministration of the Word.  He is not calling us to become great theologians but rather to allow the Word to penetrate us and change us.  It is not, then, what we do with the Word but rather what we allow the Word to do in us.  The Word of God has the power to change our lives but it needs the fertile soil of our hearts in order to work rather than the sterile, antiseptic planting of our minds.  Fill up on God’s Word.  Keep it ever before your eyes and in your ears so that it can bring the abundant life that is Jesus’ will for you.

1762. Tuesday, April 22, 2014

The Other Son

Luke 15: 31

And he said to him, “My child, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours.”

Jesus told the story of the prodigal son and most of us are familiar with the story of the lost son who returns.  It is a great depiction of the love of the Father and His saving grace.  Take a moment, though, and look at the other son.  He was angry that when the wayward son returned that their father celebrated with great rejoicing while he, the older brother, had faithfully served his father for years without out misstep or complaint.  He saw all of the attention lauded on the found lost sheep and was jealous.  When he complained to his father he was also met with compassion and understanding.  The father told him that all he owned belonged to this faithful son.

The parallel in this story is that you are not the lost but rather the faithful.  Sure, at one time perhaps you strayed but then you were found.  Or maybe you never wandered far from the Father’s house.  In either case you must see yourself now as the elder brother, not the lost prodigal.  When the prodigal son returned to the house of the father, the father ordered a robe to be put on him and sandals and a ring.  Then the father ordered the fatted calf to be slaughtered for a great banquet in honor of the returning brother.  

It is intriguing that there was a fatted calf.  The father did not wait for the son to appear and then order a calf to be set aside for a feast.  No, there was already a calf ready for a festival.  The older son could have thrown a party any day.  The father told him, “All that I have is yours.”  He did not need to wait for the father to throw a party for him.  He had already been given the keys to the kingdom.

In like manner, everything that Father God has is yours.  You do not have to wait.  He has already given you all right to everything He has.  Already the kingdom is yours.  You are a ruler over this kingdom along with your father.  All of His power is yours.  You can even throw a feast and serve the fatted calf.  You have all of the rights and privileges pertaining to the kingdom of your father.  He has even given you the use of His name.  You are entitled to your robe now, your ring now and you do not have to go around barefooted.  All of the assets of the kingdom are available to you.  So exercise your freedom as the child of the king.  Don’t wait around for God to throw you a party.  He has already given you everything the kingdom owns.  There is nothing left for Him to give you, He is holding nothing back.  Just go throw a party and invite all your friends.  You are a joint heir with Jesus so begin to exercise your rights.

1763. Wednesday, April 23, 2014

Isaiah 58: 9

Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry, and He will say, “Here I am.”

What is the cry of your heart?  Is there something deep in your heart that perhaps you have not articulated to God?  Let it out.  Cry unto the Lord with all your heart. Call His name and expect Him to answer you.

This verse should encourage you that God’s eyes are upon you.  He is hearkening to the voice of your call.  He is listening.  There may even be a secret meditation that you have scarcely allowed yourself to consider.  God is moving upon the church and upon His children to answer those heart cries.  Perhaps there is something that you have held in your heart but have never had faith to actually believe God for.  Secretly you have desired this thing with a deep longing.  Maybe you have spoken to God about it but have yet to see it manifest and have harbored doubt and resentment because of its lack of fulfillment.  God is speaking to you today.  Open up your mouth and converse with Him.  Tell Him of the desires of your heart.  Reach down into the depths of your heart, to that place even you rarely visit and search out what is there.  This is the place where you keep what is most important to you but also those dreams which are so big that you do not even have the faith to give voice to them.  You hide them away so that you will not be disappointed when they are not realized but you, none the less, have bitter feelings toward God because they have not materialized.  

Be of good heart.  God is listening for the call of His people.  He is tuned in to your frequency.  Have faith that He is a God of love and truth and that having given you this verse today He will not be silent when you call out.  If you believe that He is a God of truth who cannot and will not lie then receive that His answer to you is “Here I am.”  He is not a God who is far off but one who is as close as your next breath.  He longs to share with you the meditation of your heart and the deep cries of longing.  Call out to Him and receive His answer.

1764. Thursday, April 24, 2014

Isaiah 58: 10

And if you give yourself to the hungry, and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then your light will rise in darkness, and your gloom will become like midday.

When I read this verse I also hear Isaiah 61 which is Jesus’ commission.  Do you recall in Luke 4 that Jesus entered the temple and stood up to read and the book of Isaiah was handed to him?  He read Isaiah 61, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; he has sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to captives...” and so on.  This is the mission of Jesus in the earth.  When you read today’s verse in the light of Isaiah 61 and Luke 4 you see the prophetic utterance that was on Isaiah when he wrote what we know today as chapter 58.

Jesus has in fact given himself to feeding the hungry.  Just think of the times he fed the great multitudes as well as how he is the bread of life to us all today.  He came that he might fill the desire of the afflicted bringing them the good news of the gospel.  This light, then, that Isaiah spoke of which will rise in the darkness is the glory of God which is in Christ Jesus and all his work.  When the work, the commission of Jesus is performed his glory shines so that the darkness must give way.  Jesus’ glory shines as brightly as the noontime sun. There is no gloom in the glory of God.

In addition, you must understand that today’s verse is also a personal word to you today.  We all operate under the commission of Christ.  I was flabbergasted the first time God gave me Isaiah 61 as a personal message because I didn’t understand that each of us is called under Christ’s commission.  Think of the military for a moment.  We have been commissioned as officers in Jesus’ great army but the commission is not authorized in our name but rather in Jesus’.  We are under his great commission and authority.  Therefore, Isaiah 61 refers to you just as it does to Jesus.  So, God is revealing to us today that when we give ourselves to the performance of Jesus’ commission the glory of the Lord will be revealed and will light up the dark places.  In other words, we can affect the glory of the Lord.  Isn’t that exciting?  When we operate under our commission and give ourselves to feeding the hungry, helping the afflicted, preaching good news, etc. then we cause God’s glory to radiate.  When you hear this, though, do not only think of the poor in your community.  God has a much broader concept in mind.  You can shine God’s light in the lives of your employees, boss, family, the person at the grocery store; literally every person you meet.  Don’t forget the poor but don’t ignore the person in the cubicle next to you either.  

Notice one thing more.  Today’s verse teaches that we are to “give ourselves” to the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted.  It does not say that we are to give bread to the hungry.  It says that we give ourselves.  This then is not a passing smile or a casual nod.  Our commission requires that we give of ourselves. This means our inner self or our real self.  We must strip away the mask that we carry through our work day and allow the love of God to shine through.  We must open the treasure trove of our hearts for that is where God and Jesus live.  The only way we are going to satisfy the desire of the afflicted is to give them the heartfelt love of the Christ.  When we give ourselves to the needs of others the glory of the Lord Jesus shines.  When the glory of the Lord shines, the love of God is revealed.  Every ray of sonshine illuminates and reveals the Father.

Would you like to see the glory of the Lord?  Watch as you give yourself over to the needs of humanity.  Christ will be revealed and his glory will drive away all darkness.

1765. Friday, April 25, 2014

Water in the Desert

Isaiah 58: 11

And the Lord will continually guide you, and satisfy your desire in scorched places, and give strength to your bones.

God has promised that He will guide you and when you follow Him you are necessarily satisfied and strengthened.  Those things are in Christ, they are just part of the fulfillment of walking with him and in him.  In these days God is calling out to His people as well as answering the cries of their hearts.  He wants to be in close fellowship with you, daily fellowship.

I think that sometimes we carry around a deep, unsatisfied thirst.  It seems, at times, unquenchable and the reason why is because there is only one thing that will satisfy that burning thirst and that is the Holy Spirit of God.  God, however, has promised to fill us.  In the New Covenant He has come and made His abode our hearts.  Jesus is even now satisfying that deep thirst with his living waters and he promised us we would never thirst again.

Have you had a deep, unquenchable thirst or an unsatisfied hunger?  Have you ever felt that there was something missing or that you have just not received enough yet?  Maybe you have the sense that there is something more for your life.  Then today is your day for today is the day of filling.  Jesus is in your presence right now with his hand outstretched.  He is calling out your name.  Hearken to the word of the Lord and be filled to overflowing.  Receive your anointing in the Holy Spirit.  Allow yourself to be completely immersed in the waters of the Holy Spirit.  You will find that you are quite comfortable and you will find healing for aches you didn’t even know you had.  Your Father desperately wants to give you all of Himself.  Open your heart and receive His abundance in the name of Jesus.

1766. Monday, April 28, 2014

The Facts Don’t Count

Romans 4: 19 - 20

And without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God.

Of course these verses are speaking of Abraham who is known as the father of faith.  God made Abraham a huge promise.  He told him that he would be the father of a multitude and that all the families of the earth would be blessed in him.  Of course, this was a bit funny to Abraham and Sarah who were childless.

Abraham didn’t start out as the father of faith.  He, like the rest of us, had to learn it.  He had a promise from God but that promise was in the realm of impossibility.  Sarah was barren from youth and now she and Abraham were old.  They had a decision to make.  Were they going to believe the facts, the evidence of the physical world or were they going to believe God, were they going to invest their belief in the realm of the spirit?  This is the same dilemma with which we are all faced.  The first verse lets us know that Abraham was well aware of their physical limitations.  He was aware of the facts.  But, what was he going to let influence him?

Even without the rest of the verse we know that he chose to believe God instead of “reality” because Isaac was born.  Had Abraham and Sarah let the physical evidence be the last word then you wouldn’t even know their names today.  Abraham would have never become the father of faith and Isaac would not have been born.  You see, even though Abraham knew the facts regarding their bodies he did not let them persuade his thinking.  Have we not learned yet that there is nothing real about reality?  If “reality television” has taught us anything it is that reality is fungible.  Someone once said that our perceptions mold our reality.  If that is true, then change your perception.  That is exactly what Abraham and Sarah did.  They began to focus on the promise rather than the problem.  Their eyes were glued to the vision of parenting a multitude.  They began to disregard the physical limitations and meditate on the fulfilled promise.  Then they opened up their mouths and spoke what they believed in their spirits rather than what they saw in the physical.  If you back up two verses you see that Abraham learned from God to call those things into being which do not yet exist in the physical (v.17).   Abraham lined up his thoughts, his meditations and his words with the promise of God.

Somewhere along the journey we must each make a decision about what we are going to believe, what we are going to allow our hearts to meditate upon and what we allow our mouths speak.  There will always be worldly evidence which contradicts the promise that God has given you.  If you believe it then that is what will continuously manifest in your life.  If, instead, you choose to determinedly set your focus on the promise of God then you will receive the miracles you need and the blessings of God’s promises will overflow in your life.  I wouldn’t suggest that staying steadfast on God’s Word is necessarily the easiest thing to do.  If so then you would see many more Christians living in the fulfillment of the promise.  We have not all been brought up learning how to let faith be our guide but if we can learn to set our will in accordance with God’s Word and waver not at the promise, then we too will walk in the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  And when we reach that stage, nothing shall by any means be impossible to us. 

1767. Tuesday, April 29, 2014

Hear What God is Speaking

Psalm 85: 8

I will hear what God the Lord will say; for He will speak peace to His people, to His godly ones; but let them not turn back to folly.

God is speaking to His people.  He is speaking peace and love.  He is constantly conveying His thoughts and plans to you.  He is a God of revelation and glory so those are necessarily some of the things that He is speaking to your heart.  If we will stop and listen for that still, quiet voice within us we will find that He is speaking life and unfailing devotion to our hearts.

When I read this passage yesterday, I was particularly arrested by the phrase, “I will hear what God the Lord will say.”  God is speaking but just as important is that we are hearing.  This is a strong and declarative statement from the writers of this Psalm that they had predetermined in their own hearts that they would hear what the voice of the Lord was saying.  We too should have this same bold confidence.  God is not talking to Himself.  All of His declarations are for our benefit so we must tune our hearts and ears to listening to Him and we must make up our minds that we will hear His voice speaking to us.
Set your mind today to hearing the voice of the Lord.  Take some quiet time to be alone with the Lord and allow Him to speak His wonders and mysteries to you.  God has sent a spirit of revelation into the world.  For all who will listen this is a time when you can receive the unfolding mystery of God.  He has stored up knowledge and wisdom for today.  Let your heart receive this blessing of revealed knowledge.
1768. Wednesday, April 30, 2014

Inquire of the Lord

Joshua 9: 14

The men of Israel sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the Lord.  Then Joshua made a treaty with them to let them live, and the leaders of the assembly ratified it by oath.

Israel was a strong nation and feared by others because of their prowess in battle.  The leaders of Gibeon devised a plan to trick the Israelites into making a treaty with them.  Joshua and the other leaders of Israel looked at the evidence presented by the Gibeonites but they did ask the Lord for His wisdom and guidance.

I hate to see Joshua make this mistake because I like Joshua but in truth this is the same mistake I make frequently.  There is no limit to the number of questions we can ask the Lord.  There is no limit to the wisdom and instruction He will give us.  So why don’t we ask God’s advice about everything we do?  Is it that we are so self-reliant or do we just not think of it?  Maybe we should tie a string around our finger.

God’s will is to level and pave the road before us.  He makes our paths straight and level but when we do not inquire of the Lord we end up on the wrong road.  Of course that road is rocky and hilly.  Not only that but you will also find that God has placed plenty of provision along the road He has paved for you.  There are rest areas and fuel stations, there is food and drink.  Everything you need has already been staged on the path God has made for you.  

We need to train ourselves to ask for God’s input on every single thing we do.  Believe me, He even cares about the smallest details of our lives.  In truth, there are no big things to God so He doesn’t see any of our issues or questions as small matters.  He is just as happy to advise you on which shoes you should wear today as which job to choose.  And I think we need to get ourselves in the habit of asking Him about the small things so that when a larger matter comes up we have already developed a habit of going to Him with it.

There is no charge for every question over three that you ask God so you may as well talk with Him constantly and you don’t want to end up making a pact with the wrong crew just because you did not get heavenly advice first.  So, make it your habit to inquire of the Lord in everything.  I think you will find much smoother travels when you do.
1769. Thursday, May 1, 2014  
God is Love

1 John 4: 8

The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
God is love not thought.  He is not in our brains.  This is a heart thing.  I don’t like it any more than you do.  I wish I could be very academic about this whole “God” thing but it’s fruitless and Jesus told us to go and bear fruit.  We need to have an experiential knowledge of God’s love.  What does that mean?  We must know this love in our hearts.  We must experience it.  You can study love with your vast intellect until you turn blue but you will never understand it until you allow it to penetrate your heart and you finally experience the fullness of love.  God is love so the only way you can ever experience Him is to let love reign supreme in your life.  In order to do that, you have to let your heart play the leading role.  It does not matter how smart we are.  You may have a Mensa IQ but when it comes down to the bottom line that great intellect just won’t cut it.  You don’t comprehend love with your mind.  You can only have a true understanding of love when you let your heart take the lead.  So if we are going to know God, if we are ever going to understand His unfathomable riches we are going to have to learn to hear Him with our hearts.  We must learn to seek Him with our hearts rather than our minds and we must allow His Word to penetrate, not our thinking, but rather our feelings and our believing.  Honestly, in order to be a true Christian we must engage our hearts.

I want you to know that I cannot think of any more uncomfortable news to have to receive personally but I have heard so much about the heart lately that if Balaam’s donkey came up to me and brayed, “Heart,” I don’t think I would even be surprised.  There is a reason that God has filled the environment with heart language.  He is trying to reach us on the level where He can change our lives.  

Since God is love the only way we will ever come to know Him is to engage our hearts.  Love is not of the mind and cannot be comprehended by the gray matter.  It takes a beating heart pumping warm, red blood to receive love.  Everything God says is love.  Every answer you need is love.  Therefore, in order for us to receive God, the love of God, blessings and answers we must allow our hearts to become places of openness and conversation.  How do you do that?  I don’t know yet.  I am still working it out myself but I know that the more I allow my heart to live and to be free from the shackles of my mind, the more life and love God is able to pump into me.  God is love.  Love is a condition of the heart.  If we want to know God then we are going to have to let Him speak to our hearts.  It may be uncomfortable for some of us but we really are going to be so glad we opened up and let Him in.  Be blessed!

1770. Friday, May 2, 2014

Blessed Peace

Psalm 94: 19

When my anxious thoughts multiply within me, thy consolations delight my soul.

Have you ever had one of those days when your thoughts are anxious and wearisome?  Sure, everyone has.  In my Bible the word multiply has a footnote beside it which reveals that the writer of this Psalm is intending to convey to us that many are his anxious thoughts.  Worry can eat you up.  It is a very unpleasant companion.  When anxious thoughts are multiplying within you even your physiology reacts.  Really, this is the cause of many sicknesses.  I know I used to tense my muscles in response to that stress so that my back, neck and shoulders were a mess.  But the psalmist teaches us that we do not have to live with and tolerate anxiety and worry.  We have a father who can dispel that anxiety and replace it with joy and delight.  Is that hard to imagine?  Think of one of your worse days.  Do you remember how intense the worry and stress were?  See yourself in your mind’s eye.  Can you see the stress in your face and reflected in your body?  Now change that image.  See an angel of the Lord enter the room and watch your countenance change.  Watch as all of your worry dissipates and you are left with the precious peace of Jesus.  What does your face look like now?  Has your body relaxed?

This is the way you are meant to live.  When Jesus was about to leave earth he told his followers that he was going to leave his peace here.  He gave us his own peace.  We, much more than the psalmist, have every reason to live in peace and comfort.  God’s consolations are with us at all times in the person of Jesus Christ.  Even in the old days, though, before Jesus came, God consoled His people.  He was the great comforter and He has not changed.  Now you have God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit to comfort and console you so that you never have to live with another anxious thought the rest of your life.  Grab hold of this truth and do not let it escape you.  Keep it before your eyes and in the midst of your heart because sure as the sun comes up tomorrow there will be another opportunity for you to entertain anxious thoughts.  When they come just speak right out loud to the Father of Glory and tell Him that you are giving all your anxiety and care to Him and you receive in its place the peace of Jesus.  Really, God’s shoulders are a lot broader than yours and mine.  He can handle our tense and worrisome situations.  Rest in the peace of Jesus.  Claim it and make it your own.
1771. Monday, May 5, 2014

Faith in His Glory
Matthew 9: 20 – 22

And behold, a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve years, came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak; for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch His garment, I shall get well.”  But Jesus turning and seeing her said, “Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well.”  And at once the woman was made well.

I believe this is an important recounting of one person’s encounter with Jesus.  This event was also recorded by Mark (chapter 5) and by Luke (chapter 8).  We see in this encounter that it wasn’t actually Jesus that healed this woman.  Jesus said that it was her faith that made her whole.  That is a very important lesson.  But there is more here than we may at first see.

We learn from Psalm 107: 20 that God sent His word and that the word had the power to heal.  We now know from our post-Messiah perspective that Jesus was the Word that God sent (John 1: 1) and that he is our great physician and wonderful healer.  None the less, most of us are not walking in perfect health.  Many of us have prayed for people who have not manifested their healing or been prayed for ourselves without evidencing the healing truth of Jesus in our bodies.  So what is going on here?  Why did the woman in this account receive her healing and so many of us fail in receiving ours?

I was praying for someone’s healing this week and something occurred to me as I opened my mouth to pray.  It is best framed in this question.  What was the faith that the woman in the story demonstrated?  Jesus said that it was her faith that made her well so what was that faith?  When we pray for others or receive prayer for ourselves we often become very focused on ourselves.  We begin focused on the sickness or injury.  Then we shift our focus to our faith because we want healing.  Then we focus on receiving the blessing, and on and on.  The point is that unwittingly we have deviated far from the example of the woman whose faith healed her.  I believe the key in her healing is that she had faith in Jesus himself.  She said to herself, “If I can but touch the hem of his garment, I shall be made well.”  The key here is that her eyes were on Jesus.  She was fixed on him and his glory.  I believe we are spending so much time thinking and worrying about our faith and our receiving that we have actually taken our eyes off of the healer.  

I picture this woman of faith on the ground below Jesus looking up at him.  She had faith in him.  She believed in him.  I don’t think she thought that highly of herself.  Moreover, I don’t think she had herself on her mind.  I believe the crucial point here is that she was absolutely fixated on this man Jesus.  She believed there was healing issuing from him such that if she could just touch even the fringe of his garment she would be made well by that anointing emanating from him.

Receiving your healing really ought not to be anything you have to do.  It really isn’t as much about your faith and your ability to receive as it is about the glory of the Lord Jesus.  When you invited him to make his abode inside of you, he took healing with him.  He had no choice, it is part of him.  We have separated ourselves so much from the majesty and glory of the Lord Jesus that his power is deactivated within us.  It is exactly like when he went home to Galilee and could do no miracles there (Matthew 13: 57).  He is the same Jesus, the same Christ with the same power.  He was able to perform miracles everywhere he went except in his hometown where they did not revere him, where their eyes were not full of the awe and wonder of him.  The text in Matthew 13 says that he was without “honor” in his hometown.  I believe many of us are experiencing the same thing.  We have become a bit complacent in our regard of him.  He has, perhaps, become too familiar.  He should be your best friend but at the same time we should never lose sight of his majesty and magnificence.

Secondly, our attention and concern with the quantity and quality of our faith has caused us to take our eyes off of Jesus and put them on ourselves.  We constantly check our hearts and minds looking for evidence of world changing faith.  Jesus said we only needed mustard seed faith which is the smallest of all seeds.  All we need is just a bit.  When we sow that little bit of faith in him and put our eyes on him and stop worrying whether we have enough faith or we have strong enough faith, then there is fullness of faith.  It is then that we can see him in his glory and when you really see Jesus for who he is, you have no trouble believing that he can do all things.  You won’t even see yourself as a roadblock to his greatness.  You will know that he can do all things, even in you.  We just have to get a bigger picture of Jesus.  We don’t need to worry about who we are or who we are not, what we have or what we don’t have.  It really is not about us, our qualifications or knowledge.  It is all about him.  He is the Lord of glory.  He is the Word that our father sent with healing in his hands.

Everything we need for healing, for life, for success in every area of our lives is with us right now.  God sent his best and he sent his all.  There is nothing that has been withheld.  What great news!  Now, just let your mind and spirit be filled with Jesus.  Look upon him and see the radiance of his visage.  The more you fill up on the vastness and greatness of our Father God and our Lord Jesus, the less the damaging effects of this world can impact you.  Fix your eyes on Jesus.  Fill your mouth with his praises.  There are great things for you in his heart.  He is the breath you breathe, he is health to your whole body; he truly is all in all.  He is the Lord God Almighty to whom no thing is impossible.  Selah.

1772. Tuesday, May 6, 2014

Great Love
Psalm 89: 1 - 2  

NIV
I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all generations.  I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself.

In today’s devotional I am doing exactly what David wrote in these two verses, declaring with my mouth the great love of God, shouting about his faithfulness and proclaiming that the love of God stands firm always and against every fiery missile of the evil one.  

Love is the most powerful force in the universe.  God is love.  There is no challenge which is greater than our God; therefore, there is no obstacle that love cannot overcome.  I love in verse one that David sings of God’s great love.   Is that a measure of quantity or quality?  Perhaps it is both.  God does not just love a little but His love is as big and as glorious as the entire universe.  If you know that you are loved by a love that great how does that knowledge reflect in your life?  What changes in your world when you come to know the fullness of love that God is and that He has towards you?
And God is faithful.  That is no surprise.  Love is faithful.  You can count on the people that love you.  You can count on God’s faithfulness every day.  Faithfulness means that He is steady and reliable.  He is not wishy-washy.  Whatever He tells you, or has ever told you, He will do.  He stands beside you and with you even on your bad days.  Even when you do not deserve His lovingkindness He is right there with you confessing His great love for you.  

There is no one who loves you more than God.  There is no one more faithful.  David’s life sure proved that.  God is constant.  Even when David messed up really badly, God was there to pick him up.  God loved him with an unfailing love even through the rough times and even when David did not deserve it.  No wonder David testifies so loudly to God’s uncompromising love and faithfulness.

Do you have a need today?  Is there something that has you down or perplexed?  Look up.  God has an answer for you and loving arms to soothe you.  You are His delight and the joy of His heart.  Wrap yourself in the assurance of His devotion and faithfulness towards you.  Let His love penetrate those hardened layers and rest in His peace.
1773. Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Beholding the Lord

Revelation 1: 12 – 17

And I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me.  And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands; and in the middle of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His breast with a golden girdle.  And His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire; and His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters.  And in His Right hand He held seven stars; and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength.  And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man.  And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, “Do not be afraid.”

I had an imagination one night upon my bed when trying, unsuccessfully, to sleep.  I saw in my mind’s eye myself preaching before an audience.  In my message I implored the congregation to look upon Jesus.  I thought how easy this would be if they could really see Him.  Then I saw me direct the people’s attention to my right.  I held my arm out as if introducing someone who was offstage and then I asked Jesus to come be with us, to make himself seen.

Don’t you know that as soon as Jesus would show himself the message would be over?  There would be no need to teach anything.  Even as I looked upon this meditation of my own mind I saw us all fall out of our chairs in the awe of the Lord Jesus, the Christ, the anointed one.  I knew in that moment as I lay upon my bed that the fullness of every message any of us could ever preach, teach or proclaim is held in the visage of Jesus.  Were he to actually appear in our congregations this weekend, I believe our services would be radically altered.  No matter what we were doing I believe we would all shift immediately and without thinking into praise and worship.  And even as I saw this happening in my mind, my body wanted to get up and go preach the glory of the soon coming Lord.  

Seeing the Lord appear showed me that there is nothing we need outside of him.   He really is our all in all.  Were he to come to church Sunday I do not think we would bombard him with a thousand questions even though I think that I want to.  In reality I because he is truth we would be so filled with his glory that there would be no need for questions.  The truth you behold is the answer to every question.  We would lock our eyes on him and give forth praise heartily.  In his presence we are filled so that there is no need except for the compelling need to honor him and give him praise.  And even as we sing out his praises and glorify his name the glory of his presence would fill us even more.

Then the significance of this meditation befell me.  This rumination is a model for how we should live our lives now and how we should worship him as we gather in his name.  He is the glorious Lord yet sometimes we all fall into a habit of worship rather than a sincere offering of praise.  Our services, if we are not careful, become dry and barren with no more life than the fourth business meeting of the day.  You just want to get out of there.  But being in the presence of the Lord is the most wonderful and glorious thing of all.  There is nothing better!  Endeavor to enter into his presence and make it a habit to meditate on his greatness.
1774. Thursday, May 8, 2014

From Sling to King
1 Samuel 17: 45

Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted.”

Imagine being on the sidelines the day that David entered the battlefield against the giant, Goliath.  As you look upon the mammoth Goliath not only would you be impressed by his towering physique but also his armor and weaponry which must have been quite impressive.  He was armed with a sword, a spear and a javelin.  I strongly suspect that all three were exquisite as far as weapons go.  As if that was not enough, Goliath also had someone trailing him who carried his shield.

You turn your attention to the other end of the field where enters a youth, just a boy, who is clothed in shepherd’s garb.  He has neither fancy armor nor fine weapons.  Suspended from the cord tied around his waist you see a pouch and a sling; in his hand, a stick.  In vain you continue to search for a viable opponent who will separate himself to fight Goliath.  No, the only one moving forward is the boy.

The giant is insulted that Israel would send a runt armed with a stick to face the mighty Philistine warrior and so he hurls insults and taunts at the young defender of Israel’s pride.  It is surprising, is it not, that King Saul and the strong, brave commanders of the Israelite army would even allow a young boy to face the champion of Philistia but no one other than the youth seems to respond to the insults of the Philistine.   David boldly answered Goliath saying, “This day the Lord will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike you down and remove your head from you” (v. 46).  Goliath must have been amused and perhaps even the soldiers of Israel thought David’s statements ludicrous because no one was taking into account David’s real weapon.  He declared it from the beginning mocking Goliath as he did so.  “You,” he said, “come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts.  

More powerful than any weapon ever forged is the name of the Lord.  More devastating even than modern armament is the glorious name of our Lord.  David knew this.  He wasn’t just hoping.  His was not just an empty boast.  He knew that our God is awesome and a mighty force who is always on our side and able to overcome any adversity.  So convinced was this diminutive warrior that when Goliath drew up to the battle line he actually ran quickly to meet his adversary (v. 48).  David was not afraid.  Wow!  He was bold, courageous and convinced of God’s potent assistance.  So, I ask you, who really was the giant that day?  I suggest that the little Israelite shepherd boy was a great giant of faith.

What are the giants in your life?  Of what are you afraid?  Are there things in your life that threaten to overcome you, even annihilate you?  You need to take a page out of David’s book.  There is a reason he would later write so many psalms about the Lord being a refuge and a strong tower and about trusting the Lord.  He witnessed time and time again the saving power of our God.  He proclaimed in the face of his adversary the outcome declaring boldly that God will win the day.  His confession preceded his victory because he steadfastly believed in our God.  

I, therefore, encourage you today.  The same God is standing beside you.  You have as much right to the name of the Lord as did David.  As a matter of fact, your covenant with the Almighty is actually better than David’s but he understood his and he relied on it.  He became the greatest king of Israel, his throne enduring throughout eternity because he knew how to trust God.  It wasn’t the rock that killed Goliath.  It was faith in the name of our Lord.  It was the mighty hand of the Lord that delivered Goliath into the David’s hands and God will do the same to your giants too.  David was not focused on his might and his ability with a sling.  Instead he relied on his God and he prevailed against overwhelming odds.  You can too.
1775. Friday, May 9, 2014


My Kingdom for a Leader

Proverb 13: 10, 13, 14, 18, 20

NIV

Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisdom is found in those who take advice.  He who scorns instruction will pay for it, but he who respects a command is rewarded.  The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, turning a man from the snares of death.  He who ignores discipline comes to poverty and shame, but whoever heeds correction is honored.  He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm.

I prayed many years for a mentor and when one appeared I learned a quick lesson.  This learned and wise man suggested that I participate in a conference call which occurs weekly.  Even as I clicked on reply to affirm my acceptance I realized something very important, I had already eliminated the option to say “No.”  When you ask someone to mentor you or you ask God to provide you with a mentor, then “No” is no longer an option.  This is called discipline and obedience and although they are very alien concepts in our modern culture, they are part of the bedrock of the Judeo-Christian ethic.  We talk about discipleship a lot in Christian circles but one of the things it seems that we fail to realize, much less underscore, is that discipline is at the root of discipleship. 

What do you think about when you hear the word discipline?  Many of us think of punishment.  I do not.  I think of athletic prowess.  Athletic competition taught me much about discipline, for which I am, to this day, grateful.  When I hear the word discipline I think of the well-honed athletes that we admire.  They have had to discipline and deny their flesh.  They have had to discipline their minds, overcoming every negative thought, fear and impulse that would constrain them.  And they have submitted themselves to coaches and trainers in order to become excellent in their chosen field.  This, I believe, is an ideal model for discipleship. 

No one attains any great level of success on their own.  You may hear people claim that they are self-made but it is not true.  When you pull back the veneer of their success you will find that they had mothers drive them to practices at ridiculous times in the morning, dads pitching the ball with them into the twilight hours and wives who have taken care of every detail of their lives so that they could focus on their one central goal.  Neither do we become spiritual giants of our own merit.  We must always lean on those who have gone before and we are just foolish if we try to learn it all on our own.  Why spend 80 years of your life learning what the guy who went before you learned.  First learn what he can teach you and then take that wisdom on to the next level.  This is how it was meant to be.  This text says that whoever walks with the wise will be wise.  Why?  It is because they share their wisdom with you so that you may avoid the potholes which cause misalignment and also because you get to stand on their shoulders.  I remember when I was a small child and we went swimming, I would stand on my dad’s shoulders.  All of a sudden the water wasn’t over my head.  Instead I was well above it.

I can only think of two reasons why we do not subject ourselves to authority more readily, perhaps you can think of others.  The first reason, I suspect, is just ego.  We do not want to bow to anyone.  That is pride and you know that nothing good comes out of pride.  

The second reason is fear.  Anytime there is a spiritual problem if you look behind the curtain you will often find fear lurking.  Fear comes from not having a full realization of the love of God.  In here is weak self-esteem, anger issues and about everything else but including not being able to submit oneself to authority.  It is hard enough to submit ourselves to our bosses and pastors who have legitimate positional authority over us.  How much more difficult is it to willingly submit yourself to the authority of someone who does not exercise any substantive power over you.  Fear makes you feel that you will be made small when you submit yourself to another but that is a lie.  Willful submission to a mentor or intentional discipleship will make you stronger and wiser.  Is there ever an occasion for a rebuke?  Well sure.  If your mentor loves you, they will correct you and correction is okay.  It helps us to grow and to make right choices.

So this is my suggestion, if you are the locomotive of your train, find someone who can be a leader and an advisor for you.  The people following you need for you to be a good disciple to someone else so that you can be a good leader to them.  Leadership always begins with followship (if you will allow me to coin that word).  If you have never allowed yourself to be led, mentored or discipled today is a great day for you.  Do not delay.  First ask God for a mentor.  Second, recognize that one may appear quickly and humble yourself.  Do not let the fear that they may take advantage of you or “Lord” it over you prevent you from receiving that person and their wisdom.  Just keep your mouth shut and learn everything they know.  If you outgrow their knowledge, God will assign you a new mentor.  Just remember, if he has not yet assigned you a new leader then there is still something that He wants you to get from the one you have.  The person that God wants you to shadow may be in your life right now and in fact, probably is.  They won’t be perfect so stop looking for the perfect but they have something you need.

Lastly, if you perceive yourself as the leader of your group I suggest this little exercise.  Stop leading for a moment.  Turn around and see who is behind you.  Who is following you?  If your following is not what you want it to be or expect it to be, then run quickly to find your mentor.  Submit yourself to their direction.  Never let yourself be a leader without a leader.  Make sure that as you lead others there is someone leading you.  Foremost that is Christ but God has also provided people to disciple and mentor us.  If you do not have someone filling that role in your life, pray to the Father for your leader and make it your determined goal to receive that person.  

Wisdom, honor and success accompany discipline.

1776. Monday, May 12, 2014

Following a Decoy

John 3: 1 - 2

Nicodemus ... said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”

Beware; lest you be led astray.  We are to follow fruit rather than signs.  People will come, false prophets, empowered through the enemy by a perversion of God’s spiritual laws and will lead away many.  People will follow these false prophets unto death.  Jesus warned us of this saying, “False Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect” (Matthew 24: 24).  You see, they will lead away the uninitiated but their higher purpose is to deceive and hence, mislead the elect, the chosen.  That is you and me.

Jesus came is signs and wonders and we should do the same.  Signs testify of Jesus.  We are to lay hands on the sick so that they recover, cast out demons, raise the dead and all the rest.  As a matter of fact, Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father” (John 14: 12).  We are actually supposed to see greater works at our hands than even those Jesus performed.  I know that sounds like heresy but Jesus is the one who said it so take it up with him.  So, I am not arguing against signs and wonders, far from it.  I want you to be the point of origin for amazing signs and wonders but I do not want you to follow signs and miracles in order to follow Jesus because there will be counterfeit prophets who will penetrate even our innermost sanctum.  We are to follow fruit.

If you would follow a person, follow their advice or their teaching then first look to their life.  Are they givers?  If they are not, stop right there.  You need no other evidence.  They are either of the enemy’s camp or they are immature Christians.  You cannot follow God, be like God and have God expressing Himself within you without becoming a giver personally.  It just cannot happen because God is foremost generous in His giving.  Most of us know John 3: 16.  What does it say?  “For God so loved the world, that He gave ....”  

We want to follow people who are following God.  In his first letter to the church at Corinth Paul made one of the boldest statements of the New Testament.  He said, “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11: 1).  Amazing!  He was making this point that we follow those whose life is buried in Christ.  I am not saying that you are looking for someone who is perfect but I do think we need to emulate people who are emulating Christ and that it is those people from whom we should draw advice and whose teaching we should follow with our eyes ever upon Jesus and that we will know these people by their fruit.
(See also: Matthew 7: 15, Matthew 24: 11, Mark 13: 22 and Luke 6: 26)

1777. Tuesday, May 13, 2014
The Choice Fruit

Matthew 7: 15 – 20

Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  You will know them by their fruits.  Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they?  Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  So then, you will know them by their fruits. 

Jesus spends a rather significant amount of time explaining this problem with false prophets so it is probably wise for us to attempt to comprehend the fullness of the problem he perceived.   First, these false people will come dressed in sheep’s clothing.  What does that mean?  They will confess to be Christians.  They will even be many who are in Christian leadership positions.  So, if they go to church every Sunday and Wednesday, carry their Bible, and sing in the choir how are you going to know they are wolves who seek to devour you?  Jesus said, “You will know them by their fruit” but what is this fruit he keeps talking about?  We need to look at Galatians 5: 22 for the answer.  Paul wrote, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”  Now appreciating that none of us is yet perfect still we should as a matter of course be demonstrating these character traits.  

First of all, I would strongly recommend that you not take advice from a person who is not demonstrating these characteristics.  Secondly, don’t follow a person or their teachings if this fruit is not demonstrated in their lives.  At best they are immature Christians but at worst they are actually agents of Satan sent to deceive God’s people.  You are going to find elders whose fruit is rotten and even ordained ministers but Jesus has forewarned us so that we need not stumble over these people.  
Do you know someone who is thorny?  You cannot get sweet, succulent grapes from him.  Jesus is clearly teaching that you cannot get good fruit from a bad tree.  If you check the fruit and the fruit is bad, then the tree is bad for “every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit”.  Hear this well!  If a person (the tree) is not consistently demonstrating love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control as the expression of who he is, then he is a bad tree.  If you eat of this tree you will be poisoned and will suffer, even die from it.  I know this may sound a bit hard but Jesus spent so much time emphasizing this point because he knew that there would be people in our sphere of influence who attempt to lead us astray and if we get led off of the path of Jesus there is nothing out there but death.  So because someone says he is Christian or just because they can quote scripture means nothing.  Satan quoted scripture to Jesus.  That didn’t make him a Godly influence.

I must tell you the rest of the story even at the risk of ruffling your feathers, but don’t get mad at me for telling you the truth because I know that only the truth will set you free and I care about you.  Notice specifically what the fruits of the Spirit are.  At the same time, note what they are not.  The fruit is not donating to the food drive, working at the homeless shelter, organizing the bake sale or even going on mission trips.  Those are all wonderful and we wish that everyone would participate.  The truth, though, is that all of those things are external.  They are just acts and can be forced and contrived.  The fruit that Jesus is speaking of is that which issues from the heart and cannot be faked or covered up.  An impatient, unkind person can do all of the right things but have a black heart.  Jesus did not call us to be doers of works but rather followers of him, behaving as he behaved.  He only gave us one command; love one another as he loved and if you look at the fruit of the Spirit you will recognize at once that all of the enumerated fruits issue from love.  That is Christianity; that is the Christian way, so do not follow anyone who is not operating in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control nor take their advice.  Otherwise you will find trouble.  

1778. Wednesday, May 14, 2014

Entering the Kingdom of Heaven

Matthew 7: 21 – 23

Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord” will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?”  And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you, Depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.”

We are coming to understand that every person that says, “Lord, Lord,” will not necessarily enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  Jesus is a fruit inspector.  He is looking at the fruit we produce in our lives.  Today’s passage is a continuation of what Jesus was teaching about good trees producing good fruit and bad fruit coming from bad trees; trees representing people.  So, if the fruit is good we can judge the tree as good.  If the fruit is bad, steer clear.  We can know good fruit by determining if a person’s character traits line up or are consistent with Galatians 5: 22.  

We are also learning that no amount of “good works” is going to impress Jesus.  We may say to him that we went to church every Sunday for 50 years, attended every event and have performed all sorts of miracles in his name, even casting out demons but even still if the fruit of the Spirit is not evident in our lives he will say to us, “I knew you not.”  This would be a very frightening passage indeed if Jesus had not just taught verses 15 – 21, that he will judge us by our fruit rather than our works.  That lets us know that we do not have to perform in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  

If you live in a works mentality you will never believe that you have ever done enough to earn your way into heaven and you will be right because there is nothing you could ever do that is even in the smallest way, even microscopically worthy of all that Jesus has done for you.  He did not suffer enormous pain and humiliation so that we could try to impress the world, or him, with our good works.  Here is the ridiculous truth.  He did it all in exchange for our hearts.  Wow!  Didn’t he get a bad deal?  That is all that he and the Father have ever wanted, our hearts and as small an offering as that may at times seem it is the greatest gift one can give.

Jesus tells us that the secret passkey to the Kingdom of Heaven is doing the will of the Father.  The will of the Father is not hidden.  He gave us an entire book in order to reveal His will for us.  That is not to say that the Bible is a list of thousands of things we must do in order to fulfill God’s will.  No, that is a works mentality again.  If you read the Bible cover to cover you will see that there has always been just one thing.  Over and over and over again Father has said the same thing.  His desire, His will is for us is to receive Him as our God and Father and for us to be the people of His hand.  He has always wanted a family, a people who will not rebel and leave Him.  He is the Father in the story of the prodigal son.  He just wants us to come home and love Him and allow Him to love us.  This is the will of the Father.  If you will open your heart and receive His love and allow Him to set up residence in your heart then He will receive you into the Kingdom of Heaven.  And if you really want to see this in its fullness, once He has established His residency within you and you are living in Christ rather than in the flesh He has no way to stop you from entering the Kingdom of Heaven because you are in Christ and He in you, the Father in you, you in the Father and there can be no separation.  You will never be separated from Christ or the Father for there is no power that can separate you from the love of the Father so you will have automatic entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven, which you will just call home.

1779. Thursday, May 15, 2014

What to do?
John 6: 28 – 29

They said therefore to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?”  Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”

This week’s devotionals have touched on the “works of God.”  We have mentioned briefly what they are not but in today’s passage Jesus tells us succinctly what the works of God are.  The work of God is to believe in Christ whom God sent.  It is easy to brush over this statement without giving it a great deal of thought but it is a key element in living a devoted and holy life, a life set apart.  This statement should have Selah behind it meaning stop and think on this soberly before you move on.

In our flesh, we are creatures of action.  The question we often pose is, “What am I to do?”  Within that question is a presumption that the answer will contain an action verb.  The answer Jesus gives us is that what we are to “do” is to believe.  This is a tough answer for many of us.  We are fixers.  We want to engage our energy, our personalities and the strength in our bodies to “do” something.  Our comfort zone is in reverting to “the work of our hands.”  “Let me do something to fix this or to move this project forward.”  It is very counter-intuitive that the response is to “do” nothing in the action sense of the word.  Instead we are to be still and let God be God.  Our part is to believe in the one whom He sent.  This requires us to be actors in the realm of the Spirit rather than acting in the physical realm.  How very odd and uncomfortable that is.

Let us take this one step further.  What if the question posed is, “How do I please God?”  Many of us have answered that question for ourselves with, “Do the works of God.”  What are the works of God?  To believe in His son.  We usually rush off doing all sorts of “Good Works” but never please God because we have not done what He requires.  He has called us all to become believers.  This only happens in the still quiet of your prayer room.  It is much more comfortable for us to run out and do something than to sit quietly with our Bibles and our Lord.  The result is that we are becoming a body of doers rather than a body of believers.  If you really want to please God, if you truly want to do the work of God then take the time to get alone with Him and build on your belief.  Few of us are at the stage of believing to which God has called us.  Once we develop our believing we will be able to accomplish more in our prayer closets than we ever could in running around “working.”

The Kingdom of God is in the spiritual realm.  Therefore, in order to do the work of the kingdom you too will need to operate in the spiritual realm.  Fear not though for Jesus is the king of this realm and your own big brother and personal confidant.  Let him lead you and instruct you.  Listen to him before you move.  Inquire of him in all things.  Then you will find your right path.  Take some time to develop your spirit through prayer, study and meditation.  Increase in believing.  This is the work of God.

1780. Friday, May 16, 2014

Bless the Lord

Psalm 103: 1

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name.

Let us stop and consider what this really means.  What does it mean to you?  Is this praise?  I don’t think we ever can go wrong in offering praise and I believe that praise always blesses the Lord.  However, I hear more in this entreaty than praise alone.  The psalmist, David, sounds like he is pulling these lyrics and prayer up from his toes.  He commands his own soul to bless the Lord and then He seems to rethink that statement.  “Not only,” he might say, “do I demand that my soul bless the Lord but I want to bless Him with everything that is within me.”

This is one of those passages of scripture that is better felt than thought about.  I say this because this is an emotional outcry from David and I do not believe we can connect with his sentiments or the words without tapping into something deeper in ourselves.  This seems David’s course as well.  He wanted His celebration of God to include every fiber of his being.  He was reaching into his innermost being to express his great love for God.  Have you ever felt that way?

I think when we desire to bless God we will tend to offer him praise and songs but I would wish that we would not overlook the full scope of opportunities to bless God.  I wonder if there is any better way to bless Him than to simply say, “I love you Father.  Thank you for being my Dad.”  We can also bless Him by intentionally choosing courses of action that will please Him.  I am thinking of the scenario wherein someone has caused hurt or offense in your life and you say to God, “You know what Father, I am going to choose to forgive that person because you want me to.”  Surely He is blessed when His children behave in the ways He has directed us.  I believe He is blessed when he watches us write our check to a ministry not because of anything we will get out of it but just because we want to be a blessing.

There are a number of ways we can bless our Lord and what David seems to express in this Psalm is a deep desire to avail himself of every single way he could think of to bless the Lord.  His desire to bless the Lord may have even morphed into a deep need to be a blessing.  Open that tender part of your heart today and try to connect with David’s heartfelt expression.  Let everything within you reach towards the Lord and bless His holy name.

1781. Monday, May 19, 2014
Grace is Gentle

Proverb 15: 1

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.

One of the fruits of the Spirit is gentleness (Gal. 5: 22).  In all our ways we are called to be gentle, even in our speech and our communication with others.  I was reading a book this week wherein the author said that one of the biggest problems we suffer in the church is that we tell people the truth but we do it in a harsh manner.  The truth ends up offending.  People need to hear the truth because only then can they be free but if we deliver it in a manner that they cannot hear it then what is the point?  In telling a person the truth we are usually trying to lead them into growth and self-improvement so that they will experience greater victory in their life.  However, when we deliver it in a harsh manner they spend all of their energy defending themselves that they miss the truth.  They will fight ‘til the death for a lie because their personalities must defend themselves.  So, we have just lost the battle.

How can we reconcile a brother to the way if he cannot hear us?  How can we stimulate growth in a person if their personality forces them into rationalization?  The answer is that we cannot.  I confess that I am most guilty of this error.  I have always preferred that a person tell me the plain truth rather than the candy coated version because I didn’t want to miss the message.  So I was geared for hearing the hard truth and much preferred that to living a life of ignorance or stagnation.  Then I mistakenly assumed that everyone else was the same way so I have tended to shoot from the hip.  I tell you the truth because I love you and I want the best for you but it does no good if it causes you offense.  When a person has received a perceived punch, even if it is verbal, their nature is to defend themselves.  It is an automatic reflex meaning that most of us cannot stop this response even if our mind realizes what is happening.  Truthfully, though, at those times the mind tends to disengage except to the degree that is serves the personality as it tries to defend and repair itself.

My theory on leadership and parenting is to catch your employee or your child doing something right and praise them.  I can’t say I perform perfectly according to this theory but I have seen how powerful this approach is.  Too many times we as ministers see what is wrong and spend our breath and effort trying to correct it and perhaps parents and bosses fall prey to the same dynamic.  We must recognize, however, that there are times we must correct others.  In that time above all others we should embrace the principle from today’s verse.  Speak gently with folks.  This even applies to your spouse and children.  If you are raising your voice and yelling at your spouse, child or employee you are only doing harm.  You are damaging the person, your reputation and your relationship with them.  There can still be consequences for people’s actions without demeaning their character by speaking to them harshly.  A gentle response will turn away wrath while a harsh response will only provoke anger and their self-preservation mechanism.  Once that mechanism is triggered then they will, even unwittingly, spend all of their energy justifying their action.  So even if they were wrong in their act and even if in their heart of hearts they know they are wrong, that self-preservation instinct is so strong that they will end up reinforcing their position.  This is not going to help people grow as Christians, grow into healthy adults, nor help them become model employees.  And the damage you do to your spouse with harsh language is incalculable.

So, let us all try to hear the truth without becoming offended but also let us deliver the truth in the love that Christ has for each of us.  We must love people into truth and change and inspire them to be all that God created them to be.
1782. Tuesday, May 20, 2014
Ease Your Burden

Matthew 11: 29 - 30
Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.”

Here is a bit of familiar scripture but I want you to play a visualization game with me today.  Picture two oxen yoked together and pulling a heavy wagon.  You can see in your mind’s eye each of them pulling equally against the yoke.  Now picture, if you will, Jesus standing with a yoke over his shoulders and no one standing in the other half of the yoke.  You can hear him saying, “Come, be yoked with me.  I will make your burden light.”  Well, of course your burden is light when you are yoked with Jesus.  He does all of the pulling and we just walk along beside him.  That is how it is meant to be.

Jesus calls us to take our heavy burdens and throw them in the wagon.  Then he takes up the yoke and begins to pull the cart.  If you observe him, though, you will see that the wagon isn’t even heavy to him.  He can pull it with ease.  If you take that burden onto your shoulders, though, you find it much too heavy to bear.  Jesus is telling us that he wants to be our partner in all things.  He wants us to be yoked together so that he can help us carry the load.  Take note that you are not sitting in the wagon while Jesus does all of the work.  We walk side by side with our Lord.  We have our little part to do but he does all of the hard part.

Don’t miss that he says that he is gentle and humble.  Why does he say that in the midst of this talk of yokes?  He tells us to learn from him.  He will teach us.  He will lead us into all truth.  He will direct our paths always steering us in the right courses and if we begin to go astray he will correct our path.  He is the lead ox, if you will allow me that analogy, and we follow where he leads.  At all times while he is teaching us, leading us and even correcting he is always gentle and humble.  Isn’t that good news?

I really like this imagery because we learn that all we have to do is walk.  Jesus’ yoke is light, not really even noticeable as it sits on us.  You begin to realize that you can do all things through this tandem pairing.  You are never alone.  He is with you every single step making sure that you never have a misstep.  You come to Jesus with all your baggage, all your concerns and woes, and with all of your responsibilities, goals and dreams.  He relieves you of all that weight taking it on to his shoulders and you are free.

Take ahold of this image today.  Understand that you never have to walk alone.  If you are tired and weary, take all of those burdens to the Lord and slip into the harness with him.  You will receive rest and grace.

1783. Wednesday, May 21. 2014

Grace Does Not Discriminate

John 4: 9, 27, 40, 41

The Samaritan woman therefore said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan woman?”  And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He had been speaking with a woman.”  So when the Samaritans came to Him, they were asking Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days.  And many more believed because of His word.

Everyone needs a personal encounter with the Lord Jesus.  It will change a life forever.  This is the story of one Samaritan woman’s encounter with the Lord. Not only did it change her life but many came to believe because of her testimony.  This story is recorded in verses 4 – 42.   I have selected a few key verses which show the unusual nature of this encounter.

Jesus was sitting at Jacob’s well while his disciples went into town to buy food.  A woman of Samaria approached in order to draw water so Jesus requested a drink of water from her.  She was astonished.  First of all, Jews didn’t speak to Samaritans.  Second she was a woman.  Strike two.  Given the social structure of their times this woman should have been overlooked and she should never have had a personal encounter with the Messiah.  Fortunately for all of us, Jesus is not constrained by social mores.  He lives in the light and in truth.

The Samaritans and the Jews had a vicious debate over where to worship.  That sounds ridiculous today but they were virulent in their disagreement, so much in fact that Jews had nothing to do with Samaritans.  But this is not so different from today.  There are cultures today that view others to be as low as dogs and wouldn’t even stoop to help them if they were in mortal peril.  Even in our own country, the land of the free, we have a history of treating a group of people differently than others.  Every ethnic group that has migrated here over the short history of our country has had to fight against racial prejudice.  The Irish were treated horribly, the Poles, Japanese, Chinese and so on.  And of course, there was the importation of Africans who did not migrate here willingly but were captured and brought here against their will.  Each time the disfavored group was eventually accepted but they were replaced by another.  Unfortunately, the church is sometimes the slowest group to accept integration of others.  Women are still considered as subordinate actors in some congregations today, even in the face of this story and many others in the telling of Jesus’ earthly experience.

What Jesus did at the well that day was unheard of.  It was against all church doctrine and wisdom.  Had the Pharisees witnessed it they would have come apart at the seams.  To engage with a lowly woman was bad enough but a Samaritan as well.  That was heretical.  Of course some people say we are all going to hell because we allow women to preach in our churches and some of us allow every type of person in our doors.

This Samaritan woman was responsible for the salvation of the men of her town because she ran back to town and preached Jesus.  The men came out to him at the well and many believed.  The first thing that happens when a person accepts Jesus into their hearts is a softening of the heart and outflowing generosity, so these men invited Jesus to come stay in their town.  Incredibly Jesus accepted and he stayed two days.  I don’t know if you can appreciate how outlandish this was but it was earth-shattering. 

Throughout history there has been layer upon layer of prejudice for one reason or another.  No sooner do we rise above one prejudice than we adopt another.  It seems that we have a need for a disfavored group upon which we can cast our vitriol, but this is not Jesus’ way.  He loved the Samaritans and he loved women.  He treated everyone as a child of the Most High.  He treated everyone with grace and respect, well, with one obvious exception.  He didn’t care for pharisaical church leaders, but then that was only because of their actions.  My guess is that he still doesn’t like Pharisees.  When we withhold the love of God from any person because of some discriminatory prejudice then we have retreated from grace and when we put others under the judgment of the law we have just judged ourselves.  We have condemned ourselves.  Jesus gave us one commandment, to love one another as he himself loved us, and he demonstrated his own adherence to the commandment of love in his time on earth.

Grace is meant to be given freely, never to be withheld.  The entrance of grace into the earth came at a high cost.  To withhold it is to blemish the sacrifice of our dear Lord.  Our course is simple; love everyone and let God sort out the sinners from the saints.

1784. Thursday, May 22, 2014

Empty Handed
1 Samuel 9: 6 – 7

And he said to him, “Behold now, there is a man of God in this city, and the man is held in honor; all that he says surely comes true.  Now let us go there, perhaps he can tell us about our journey on which we have set out.”  Then Saul said to his servant, “But behold, if we go, what shall we bring the man?  For the bread is gone from our sack and there is no present to bring to the man of God.  What do we have?”
This passage arrested me when I read it recently because of the contrast in my own life.  Saul, who would become the first king of Israel, and his servant were out searching for lost donkeys.  They had exhausted every idea they had having searched widely for the missing livestock.  So the servant got a bright idea.  “Let us go and ask the man of God,” he suggested.

How many times do we wander around in the desert until finally we have spent all our strength?  When we are exhausted and out of ideas we decide to inquire of the Lord.  How much time and grief could we save if we would begin by asking God?  This week I looked high and low for the straps to my roof top carrier.  After I spent a crazy amount of time and was getting quite frustrated I stopped and asked God to help me.  Duh!  And you know the rest of the story.  I went and looked again where I had looked before.  They were not there but as I turned and was leaving I glimpsed a bit of black beneath a green bag and the thought immediately occurred to me that there, below that bag were the objects of my frantic search.  Wow!  

I should know better but there you are.  It seems we want to go to the lengths of our strength and ability before we involve God.  That is not what Jesus is teaching us.  We are to walk with him and with the Holy Spirit every single step, never on our own.

I love Saul’s response to his servant.  He essentially asks, “What gift shall we give to the man of God?”  Saul hesitated in going up the God’s servant because he had no offering to give.  Reading Saul’s response caused me to think and I realized that never, not once in all of the times that I have gone to a pastor for help or advice have I taken a gift with me.  Pastoring and ministering are not that different from the practice of law.  In both professions one spends great amounts of time preparing so that when advice is needed the answer is readily available.  It is not what the lawyer or pastor does in your presence that is critical.  It is that time that she or he has spent before the Lord or in the books before you ever arrived, before, even, your problem ever arose that is of the utmost importance.  A lawyer is going to charge us $250 an hour, or more, for advice but we really do expect our pastors to give away their knowledge for free.  Interesting, huh? 

So, here are two subtle changes that we can make in our lives that I truly believe will help our lives flow more smoothly and with greater blessing.  Let us ask for God’s help in the beginning of everything we do and let us endeavor to be a blessing to our pastors, mentors and leaders.  In his name, Amen. 

1785. Friday, May 23, 2014

Satisfied

Psalm 107: 9

NIV

For he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.

That sounds good, really good but listen to how this reads in the New American Standard, “For He has satisfied the thirsty soul, and the hungry soul He has filled with what is good.”  Now that is an out of the park homer.  The NIV is a good Bible and I like it a great deal but the NASB is just a bit more accurate but what is going on here is that these words are really describing a dynamic that we can only fully comprehend when we receive the amalgamation of both translations.  You see, God has already satisfied your every need but with God you have to understand that God does not live in “time” as we do.  Therefore, he has already satisfied you and is satisfying you and will satisfy you.  All of His blessings take place in the present because He is always in the present but for us His present is our past, present and future.  Have I managed to confuse you?  My point is, don’t be confused over the variance in these translations because God’s blessing are eternal and continuous.  What you want to receive is that God is and has already met your deepest need and He will continue to do so until the end of time and on into eternity.

When we first read this passage it is easy to think of food and drink but I think the real hunger and thirst from which we suffer is not in our bodies but in our souls and our spirits.  God is here today to tell you that He knows of the deep hunger inside of you and that He has already moved on your behalf to satisfy that deepest of needs.  What’s more, God satisfies us with good things.  All of His answers are goodness, kindness, mercy, etc.  He is filling us with the bounty of His goodness and grace.  Everything good is yours without measure.  He has no desire to withhold any good thing from you for His source is boundless.  There is no bottom in His well.  

So what is it that your heart of heart longs for?  Do you want to preach to the world?  Evangelize a nation?  Would you like to see revival in your home church or maybe just your brother-in-law saved.  All of these fall under God’s grace and provision.  Do you long for a meaningful relationship or work that calls you to higher ground?  What would you do if you had absolutely no limitations?  That is what God is trying to encourage in you today.  He sees the deep longing of your heart and He wants you to know that He agrees with you.  He trusts you with that goal and vision and is your top encourager.    If you dared to dream the impossible, what would it look like?  Well, guess what, God is able to dream that big.  He is, will and has satisfied that deepest longing.  God is in the fulfillment business.  He isn’t putting your longings on backorder so get ready to receive.  Build a bigger barn, here comes the blessing.
1786. Monday, May 26, 2014
Staying Dry

Ephesians 1: 13 

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation - having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise.

We are sealed in Christ.  Our lives are sealed in Him.  That is enough good news for us to close the book and go home.  Perhaps some of you are outdoors adventurers and can relate to this.  I like to kayak but one thing about kayaking is the water.  Now, I love the water but my electronics don’t and even the dry clothes I carry with me are useless to me if they do not remain dry so I have dry bags for everything.  I have a dry bag fanny pack and a dry bag for my phone and a dry bag for towels, clothes, etc.  The technology of sealing these bags is remarkable.  Some bags have zip lips, others fold down and clamp, others have zip locks that are impenetrable.  So when I think of being sealed in Christ I have an idea that nothing unwanted, not even dust, can get to me.  I am hidden away in Christ.  We are in Christ but it is the Holy Spirit which seals us in Christ.  So, imagine that Jesus is the dry bag.  The Holy Spirit is the new technology of zip lips.  The Holy Spirit is the seal that secures us from the damaging effects of the world.  Jesus and the Holy Spirit are one working together for our protection and security much like the dry bag and the closure on the dry bag.  You cannot separate one from the other and truthfully say, “Well the bag is what protects my phone,” because the bag would not function fully without the seal and vice versa.

This is part of the miracle of Jesus’ victory over Satan.  We know that Satan is like a lion on the prowl just looking for someone he can devour (1 Peter 5: 8).  We know also that Satan’s intent is to steal, kill and destroy (John 10: 10).  Knowing Satan’s nature God devised a plan to send the Holy Spirit into the world.  Jesus even told us that it was to our advantage that he leave the earth so that he could send the helper, the Holy Spirit (John 16: 7).  So, God sent the Christ to die for us so that the eternal life we live might be with Him in paradise.  Then the Christ sent the Holy Spirit of promise so that we might live this life on earth in security and victory.  God’s plan was a master plan that left nothing out.  He did not disregard the time that we spend here on earth.  He made a plan to seal our eternal life in His son, the Messiah and his plan further sealed out all of the devastating effects of life in the earth.  

I include amongst those ravaging effects the decay that the things of the world undergo.  You know that just living on this planet creates a wear and tear on our bodies.  Even gravity, for all of the good it does us, has its down side too.  It is just like the water when you kayak.  It is really, really beneficial to have water if you want to kayak but at the same time you have to protect yourself and your possessions from it too.  So God gave us dry bags, and life preservers.  In the same way, God sealed us from the negative impact of living in the earth so that our bodies do not have to suffer the negative effects of living in the world without protection.

The revelation of Paul was so huge that one little statement, such as today’s verse, contains a marvel of the miracle and mystery of Christ.  This is why we must meditate on the scriptures.  There is so much contained in even just a few words.
1787. Tuesday, May 27, 2014
Go Big

Ephesians 1: 14

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.

We looked yesterday at verse 13 but this is the verse I was trying to get to when I became so enamored with being sealed in Christ.  The Holy Spirit was given to us as a pledge of our inheritance.  A pledge, in this sense, is a down payment or a deposit.  It is a small payment which is given as security of the greater payment to come.  Okay, Wow!  Think about that for a moment.  The giving of the Holy Spirit, the outpouring, is only a down payment of all that God has for us.  Can we as mere mortals even comprehend the enormity of that truth?  Selah.

Jesus called the Holy Spirit our helper, comforter, the Spirit of Truth, our guide, our stand along, teacher, advocate, counselor, revelator, strengthener and intercessor (See John chapters 14 and 16, Amplified Translation).  Have I missed anything?  We are talking about a good friend to have.  But this Holy Spirit, this amazing and wonderful companion, confidant and aide is a mere down payment on all that God has for us?  I find that very difficult to fathom.  We have yet to understand or appreciate the magnitude of the Holy Spirit but even from this little bit today we see that He is an enormous gift.  How much more, then, does the Father have for those who love Him?

Do you think that God wants you broke, sick, beaten-down and defeated?  Then why did He send the Holy Spirit?  John 16: 13 says that the Holy Spirit was sent to lead us into all truth.  Do we believe that a revelation of truth, much less all truth, is bound to leave people in bondage to all of the silly devices of the devil?  

I believe there is a big revelation available to those who seek it.  God hasn’t just given us His best, He has given His all.  He is goodness and there is no good thing that He is withholding from us in this life or the life to come.  The Holy Spirit is much bigger than people thus far realize and yet he is just a down payment of the great and wonderful things the Lord, our God has for us.  Don’t limit God with carnal thinking.  We are bound to this earth right now in our bodies but our minds are free to explore the spiritual realm.  Get a big vision of what God wants to do for your life and of your inheritance in Christ Jesus.  It is bigger than anything you have yet imagined.  Go Big.  Go bigger!

1788. Wednesday, May 28, 2014

Impossibly Victorious

Mark 10: 27

Looking at them Jesus said, “With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.”

Let’s face it; when God calls you to do something it is often impossible in your own strength.  And it is often humbling.  We hear God or feel Him pulling us in a certain direction and then the next thing we do is look at ourselves.  Immediately we know that the job is bigger than we are.

I confess that I know this feeling all too well.   As God has ministered dreams, visions and plans to me I take inventory of myself and find that I am not enough.  It is a very threatening feeling and can even be overwhelming.  Recently, though, I have discovered something that is helping me.  Taking a personal inventory as a result of something God has called you to do is actually self-centered egotism.  Now don’t take that as bad news because you will find it is very liberating.  Discovering the truth is freeing.  Jesus told us that knowing the truth would set us free (John 8: 32).  If we will take our eyes off of ourselves; our strengths, weaknesses and gross inadequacies and instead put them on Jesus then the pressure and stress immediately leave.  Now, between you and me, I didn’t like God having to tell me that I was being self-absorbed but the trade-off was well worth it.  Now I know that the impossible is His responsibility.  I know that I am not capable of doing some of the things he requires.  I do not feel personally up to the task sometimes but I am discovering that the anointing of God is well able to carry the day.  

If you are feeling stressed because of your responsibilities and heavy load, then look to Jesus and put the burden on him.  Be yoked with him and let him do the heavy pulling.  As soon as you are able to take your eyes off of yourself you will experience great relief.  If God has called you to some office or position that you know is beyond you, fear not.  You are in the best possible place.  If it is too big for you, if the task is impossible for you then it will necessarily have to rest on Jesus’ shoulders.  If you can’t do it anyway, then what is there for you to worry about?  Just call on your big brother who is well able to do all things for nothing is impossible for him.
1789. Thursday, May 29, 2014
You Shall Know Me
You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  John 8: 32  
I am ... the truth.   John 14: 6  

If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.   John 8: 36  

Truth and freedom are all in one nice package; Jesus.  If we will come to know Jesus who is the truth, the life and the way, then we shall at last experience true freedom and the peace which comes with it.  

Jesus longs for us to come to know him in truth.  He came into the earth to bring us back into close fellowship with the Father and he, Jesus, is the way to that close, personal fellowship.  This is a key difference between Christianity and all the world religions.  It also marks a significant departure from the Old Testament ways and the New Covenant.  It is not at all different, however, from how it was in the beginning when God first created humanity.  Adam and Eve used to walk with God in the cool of the evening.  Can you imagine taking an evening stroll through the garden with God?  Can you see Him reach out and put His arm around you as you walk along the little stream that flows through the garden?  Just as you cross over a little footbridge there is a bench and the two of you sit and visit.  Maybe you don’t talk about anything important today.  Perhaps some bugs draw your attention and you watch them.  Can you imagine watching ants work while you sit and watch them with the one who created them?  What might you say to Him?  I suppose it would be a very interesting conversation.  Before a few sentences pass I bet He will reveal some dazzling information about when He made the ant or some profound wisdom He draws from their example.  Can you see the peace and joy that you experience as you sit there with your beloved Father?  And Jesus looks upon the two of you and says, “It was all worth it.”  Glory, Hallelujah!  It is for that reunification, for that walk in the garden that both Jesus and God gave all.  It is for this complete freedom in your spirit and the complete relaxation of your personality that all was done.

We read in Galatians 5: 1 that it was for freedom that Jesus set us free.  This is a strange sentence, isn’t it?  But it really does make a good point.  Jesus did not suffer all that he endured just so that we can continue to live in bondage.  We may answer Paul like the Jews answered Jesus in the eighth chapter of John saying that surely we are not in bondage.  Are we not free people?  Jesus said that anyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.  Likewise, many of us are slaves to a variety of things.  Perhaps we are bound by a bad temper when Christ has told us that we are to be gentle.  Maybe there are still fetters on us from our past and we still react in ways that are not our free choice but rather spontaneous responses when certain buttons are pushed.  Jesus is telling us that he came to set us free from all of that.  Here is the key, though.  This freedom, this life in Christ does not come from saying the sinner’s prayer.  It comes through renewing the mind (Romans 12: 2).  We must abandon self and come into close unity with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

You know, we have the promise that if we draw near to God, he will draw near to us (James 4: 8) and God is not a man that He should lie (Numbers 23: 19).  That is a good word.  Has He not said it, will He not do it (ibid).  We think we are waiting on God to make a move in our lives but the truth is that He is waiting for us to draw nigh to Him and then He will draw unto us.  He will not violate the free will that He has given us so our relationship with Him is always in our hands.  We have and can have whatever relationship we choose.  I should warn you, though, this is not a decision that we can make in our minds.  A quality decision of this magnitude can only be implemented by the heart.  Your heart holds the keys.  So even if your mind says, “Yeah, I want that kind of intimacy with the Father”, only your heart can open the doors and let Him in.  When you do, though, in rushes freedom and overcoming love.

I pray that you find the strength of heart, the courage of soul, and the conviction of mind to reach out to your beloved Father and draw Him into the deepest folds of your being.  I pray that you will be liberated from every tie which seeks to bind you to a life that is in any measure less than what God intended for you.  May the truth set you free indeed.
1790. Friday, May 30, 2014

The Character of Love
Romans 12: 9 – 10

Let love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor.  

The Apostle Paul cuts us no slack.  He was called by God to receive and deliver the revelation of Christ to the world and with a calling that big he just didn’t have time to mince words.  We can skate over the first two sentences fairly easily but that last one creates immediate friction.  There is a foot note on the last sentence which reads, “outdo one another in showing honor.”  To do otherwise is to paint our love with hypocrisy.  That is a hard message Paul.

So what are we to do?  I have to begin with the most powerful prayer I know, “Help me Lord.”  I know I cannot do this in my own strength.  My soul wants to defend and promote itself.  There is only one way.  Of course, he, Jesus is that way.  But how do I avail myself of the way?  Ivey must die and be buried.  In her place must be the life of Christ which is my right and my inheritance and in whom I can do all things.  “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me” (Galatians 2: 20).  

I remember when God began teaching me this lesson in a loud way.  I was still practicing law.  There was a person who had made a mistake but instead of owning up to it he lied and made up a story about my practice.  Well, I was incensed when I heard this lie and not one to take things lying down.  I had my guns loaded and was headed to town when God stopped me.  He told me that I was not allowed to defend myself.  What?  A lawyer is primed for these moments.  I was not only confused but also astounded.  My reputation was at stake and I valued my reputation but God was teaching me a new thing and it did not involve my might, and my power but rather His spirit (Zechariah 4: 6).   Although I lived by the strength of my arguments and persuasive personality I loved God more, but believe me, this was hard.  God used my training against me too.  He showed me that when I represented a client, I was the one who spoke for him.  He did not speak and defend himself.  Jesus is my counselor and advocate.  It is His job to defend me and to speak for me.  Now, I do not say this is easy but for those who love Christ, it is the command.

We have a clear directive from our Lord, “Give preference to others over your own preferences.  Honor them.”  We can determine in our hearts to do just that and it works fine when you are associated with other Christians who have decided to make Christ first in their lives.  I have a friend that makes this so easy.  She is a blessing, and blessing others is what she does.  I recently tried to bless her and she out blessed me.  You can’t promote her enough because she turns around and honors the one trying to honor her.  She is a living example of this verse so we end up just blessing one another.  It is great!  

What happens, though, when you encounter that person who is self-absorbed, who makes everything about them and their preferences?  Okay, now it gets hard.  Your personality and your human character kick in and begin to push back.  You may not want “everything” to be about you but you begin to feel like you’ve been run over by a truck.”  This is when Christ has to be big in your life because you will need all of his strength.  If you have truly died to self and are living to Christ then the things of the world don’t impact you and this is easy for you.  If, instead, you are like many of us and have not completely buried that old man or are very good at resurrecting him when you feel a threat then this is going to push a few buttons.  My advice is to stop and take a deep breath.  Don’t say anything until you can get out of the flesh and back into Jesus.  Then bring Jesus up before your eyes.  Put your mind on his word.  Remind yourself that nothing is more important that your love for him and his commands.  It is not much consolation that you are the one acting mature and the other person is just selfishly denying Christ’s commands but it is God’s job to promote and honor you and you will receive from him what the devil steals from you through these selfish people.  Give Jesus glory by honoring the command in today’s verse and he will turn around and shine that glory on you.  It’s hard, I know, but your love for Jesus is bigger than any challenge.  Be blessed.
1791. Monday, June 2, 2014

Jesus Reveals Himself

John 14: 21, 23 – 24

Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.  He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.  If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.  He who does not love me will not obey my teaching.  These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

What powerful words from our Lord Jesus!  One thing you might find interesting is discovering how many times the Lord spoke about words.  It is quite fascinating.  In this passage Jesus makes an outstanding promise to us.  To paraphrase; if we will keep Jesus’ commandments then he and the father will love us AND Jesus will show himself to us.  Those seem like enormously great promises.  One of the techniques you can use in helping you glean fullness from scriptures is to look at the reward and work backward.  I want Jesus and the Father to love me.  I want Jesus to reveal himself to me so all I have to do is to look backward and I can see what I need in order to see that promise fulfilled.  It is honoring the words of Jesus that yield the reward.  We begin by reading our Bibles but we do not stop there.  Reading the Bible is great but think about it for a moment, a lot of folks read the Bible who are not Christians.  That which makes us Christians is the implementation of what we read in the Bible. 

We can work backward in the second part of the passage as well.  When we do so we discover that those who do not obey Jesus’ teachings do not love him.  This might cause us each to pause and consider our ways.  Are we following Jesus’ teachings?  If we do not then do we really love Jesus?   Do we say we love Jesus but fail to do the things that show that love?  Has our love grown cold? 

These verses certainly cause me moments of quiet contemplation.  We might very well ask, “What are these words, teachings and commandments that we are supposed to be obeying.”  Well, I say start with the red letters and work your way out.  Every word in the Bible is divine because Jesus is the word.  He has given us each of the books of the Bible in order to teach us vital lessons, sometimes even what not to do.  When all is said and done, though, you will find all of Jesus’ teachings encapsulated in the One Commandment, the commandment of love but it takes the whole book including the divine revelations given to Paul and John for us to even know what love means much less how to walk in a command to love. 

Further, when we understand that Jesus is in the Father and the Father is in Jesus then we should embrace immediately Jesus’ statement that the words that he speaks are not his own.  He spoke what he heard the father speak.  This is a good model for us as well.  Once we learn what Jesus spoke and how he spoke, once we connect with Jesus inside of us, then perhaps we can say that the words we speak are not our own but rather those given us by our savior and Lord.  

Ultimately, when we heed the words that Jesus gave us, the words of life, then we experience the life of Christ growing within us.  When we honor his commandments with obedience we give permission for our life in Christ to swell and fill us.  As we give way from our ideas to God’s ways the love of God and of His dear son fill us and we will see Jesus revealed to us.  More importantly, others will see Jesus revealed through us.  Amen.

1792. Tuesday, June 3, 2014

Loving the Unlovely

Romans 12: 14

Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not.

This is grown-up Christianity.  We have gone into the deep water.  We know that if we love Christ we will keep his commands.  Paul is preaching Christ here.  Besides, we know that Jesus is the word, the entire word.  But if that is not good enough let us see what Jesus said when he was still in the earth.  Matthew 5: 44 reads, “But I say to you love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  One translation says, “... bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you (KJV).

If you do not like these two verses, I don’t blame you.  It is just not natural to heap blessing on those who persecute and hate us.  But then, we weren’t called to be natural, were we?  We are called to be supernatural through the power of Christ at work within us.  These circumstances are when we most need the miracle working might of Christ Jesus ministering in us and through us.  Jesus said that all things are possible with God (Mark 10: 27) so the key here is that we must be with God.  We are not going to succeed in praying for and blessing our persecutors without God’s strength.  The Apostle Paul received this revelation as well.  In Philippians 4: 13 he wrote, “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”  With God all things are possible which is a really important thing to know when you believe that He has called you to the impossible like saving a country or forgiving your obnoxious brother-in-law.  I wonder which is more difficult.  Regardless, you are going to need God’s power and strength in order to do what you are supposed to do.  We know that we are to follow all of Jesus’ teachings and obey his commands.  If you have made a quality decision to follow in Jesus’ footsteps and be obedient to the calling within you including obeying all of Jesus’ ordinances then you need the power of God at work in your life.  But, fear not.  Father God has created a foolproof way for each of us to operate in that awesome power that can only be obtained through Him.  He just comes and lives inside of us.  We take off the grave clothes of our former lives and don the glory of the living God.  He, God, becomes again our covering just as in the Garden of Eden when humanity was surrounded by the glory of God.  

There is nothing God cannot due and by extension there is nothing you cannot do when you are joined with the Holy One.  You can even pray for your enemies and bless those folks who persecute you.  Your glory is the Lord himself and He will lift you up and He will enable you to do all things.  You are half of an unbeatable team.  Now, what will you do?

1793. Wednesday, June 4, 2014

Guaranteed Success

Proverb 16: 3

NIV

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.

How would you like to know that every project you undertake is going to be a success?  Wouldn’t that change your perspective?  Well, it is possible.  If you begin every project, every assignment by committing it to God then you are guaranteed to be successful.  Now, can you believe it?  

Believing the veracity of this scripture is one of the hidden necessities to make your success manifest.  If you do not believe God’s word in this context either you will not pray, submitting your work to God or you will not believe the words coming out of your own mouth.  Either is shooting yourself in the foot.  So, the first thing we must do if we want to see success in our endeavors is to believe this scripture.  Second, we must actually commit our plans and projects to the Lord.  But there is a third necessary step.

Leave it alone after you commit it to Him.  Do your work but leave the success of the project in His hands.  I have a visualization that I use for this and also for problems.  When I have a project or problem I picture a mail tray like the type everyone used to have on their desks.  I see a stack of them and the one on top is marked “In”.  In my mind I recognize this as God’s inbox.  I see myself walk to it and drop in whatever it is that I have on my mind.  Now, here is the key.  Leave it there.  I cannot tell you how many times I have put something in God’s inbox only to later go pull it out.  Perhaps He isn’t moving as fast as I think reasonable.  Maybe I just think the problem or project needs my hands in it.  Okay, I know both thoughts are ludicrous but that is the unrenewed part of my mind and exactly why I must continuously renew my mind to God and His Word.    

Once you commit your works to the Lord then it is time for you to allow Him to be the mastermind.  He will instruct you and lead all of your work by His Holy Spirit.  You will be surprised how much less time your work actually takes when you let Him guide your steps.  And you are guaranteed success.  You gotta love that.  God will establish your ways and lead you into righteousness which, after all, is right-ness which only makes sense.  He is not going to lead you into wrongness, now is He?  So learn to stop and pray a personal prayer of committal before you commence any project.  Not only will you be guaranteed success but you will find the labor much less odious.  Let Jesus lead you in paths of success.
Vacation
1794. Monday, June 16, 2014

He Cares For You
1 Peter 5: 6 - 7

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.

We spend a lot of time and attention on verse seven which tells us to cast our anxiety on the Lord, the King James Version says to cast our care.  We devote little time and attention, though, on verse six.  In that these two verses comprise one sentence it would likely behoove us to read them together on occasion so as to perceive the light which each phrase shines upon the other.

When we read the two verses together it would seem that Peter is revealing that there is a relationship between our humbling ourselves to the master and promotion as well as the cure for anxiety.  He who gives his care to the Lord is wise.  I wonder, though, if many of us have trouble casting that care over to the Lord because we have failed to recognize Him as Lord over our lives in the deepest part of our being.  We have all said those surrender prayers and of course we mean them when we utter them but it is in the trenches of life that quality decisions are truly made.  A quality decision is one from which there is no retreat.  It is not wishy-washy but rather strong and determined and I find that they empower a person to walk the path elected.  They do not, however, come easily.  Sooner or later, though, if we are to live the lives that we have longed for we are going to have to make the big decisions.  Life can be wonderful and beautiful but it is not free.  We must lay aside those things which keep us in the low life and one of the largest burdens that is preventing us from rising to the heights God has determined for us is our own ego.  In our heart of hearts have we really relinquished our lives to our Lord as master?  Do your hackles arise just thinking of someone being your master?  Don’t feel alone if you answer that question honestly and find that submitting yourself completely to another’s lordship is difficult.  It is how we have been indoctrinated but we must understand that the training which has elevated ourselves in our eyes is not of God and is not going to promote us.  In the beginning it appears to be effective but there is story upon story of people who have risen to a certain level of success only to find ultimate failure.  

Success truly does come from surrender.  Honestly, how can we fully cast our care upon the Lord, allowing Him to carry away the anxiety if we have not released ourselves into Him?  There is a huge element of trust in this surrender and if we do not fully trust God then we will be unable to give Him our burdens.  Therefore, humbling ourselves to the Lord our God is an essential element of casting our care upon Him.  We will be unable to do the one if we have not first done the former.

Now, here is the crux of the matter.  We may find it difficult if not impossible to completely surrender ourselves to our Lord and Father without first receiving healing.  Those things in our past which have made it hard for us to trust people must be healed.  Growing in our relationship with our God is a process and it is all interconnected.  One cannot just choose the prosperity portion of a relationship with God without it affecting other parts of their lives.  Prosperity, healing, well-being, blessing and all the rest are part of a package deal that comes along with a life with God.  This is not a la carte ordering.  We give God our lives and He gives us a grand, abundant life.  He carries our heavy burdens and supplies our needs and wants above and beyond all that we can think of or believe for.  

We have longed for a good life, we greatly desire God to take away our troubles but we must put ourselves fully in His hands.  He will not, cannot, usurp your control and will.  As long as you are Lord of your life, then He will have to sit in the backseat while you drive.  Keep surrendering your heart to the Lord.  Every time you find an unsurrendered relationship, give it to the Lord.  Each time you find a strong-hold in your life, give it to God.  This is a process.  We don’t renew your mind just once, but rather we are in a constant state of renewal.  That is good news.  Let your life go and with it the anxiety.  Live free, give your life more fully to God today.

1795. Tuesday, June 17, 2014

It is Well

Ecclesiastes 8: 12

I know that it will be well for those who fear God, who fear Him openly.

We remember, of course, that when we see the word “fear” in the Old Testament related to our relationship with God, we must immediately translate that word in our heads to revere.  I would go a step further, however, in this new dispensation we are under so for myself I read this passage as “It will be well for those who love God, who love Him openly.”  

What does it mean to love God openly?  I can think of times in my life when my love of God was a bit of a secret.  It wasn’t that I intended it to be a secret though.  I think that the relationship I had with Him just wasn’t big enough.  Now I don’t believe that I could keep it veiled because God has become the predominant force of my life.

Perhaps we are not always as proud of our Christian heritage as we could be.  For myself, I wasn’t living in the victory of Christ to any great measure so my story was undeveloped but as with anything that positively impacts your life once your life with Christ becomes your existence then you are enthusiastic to share what is working for you with others.  Then you love Him and share Him openly.  People see Him on you.  He becomes the gleam in your eye, the light of your countenance.

Every day we have an encounter with the Word of God.  Whether we hear this question aloud or not we are everyday faced with whether or not we will choose to believe the Word.  Sometimes believing what God has said requires a leap of faith.  Okay, so jump!  Take a chance that God is not a man that He should lie.  Jump off of the end of the pier believing that He is faithful and will catch you.  What if you should invest your faith, you mustard seed of believing power in the statement that if you love Him, it will be well with you?  Is it a bit scary to make that leap?

There is a beautiful life out there awaiting each one of us.  It is full of the riches of God’s glory and favor in Christ Jesus.  God gives us all the secrets, all the answers to the test questions.  He wants to give us success and beauty and riches.  It is His deep desire to promote and exalt us.  We need only that little mustard seed of belief.  God can do so much with one life, even yours.  Open your heart anew.  Lift your eyes to the horizon.  There is so much out there for you.  Even if you think you are in the winter of your life you can get a revelation of the seeds and buds God has in the ground for you just waiting to bloom and grow.  It is eternal spring for those who love God and who are called to Him.  Let your heart grow into a new vision of what God has for you.  If you can believe this little passage from the Bible, then you can experience miracles and wonders beyond your current belief level.  Open your heart, receive of the Lord and live in the fullness of His blessings.  Amen.
1796. Wednesday, June 18, 2014

Reborn, Renewed, Alive in Christ

John 20: 30 -31

Many other signs therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

John and the other writers of the gospels related some of the miracles of Jesus but John makes a point here to tell us that the miracles we read about in the gospels are by no means an exhaustive list of the many miracles Jesus performed.  So, this question presents itself, “How many miracles does it take for one to believe?”  We, who receive this daily devotional, are all believers in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God so somewhere along the line we must have seen enough evidence.  Then John says that in our believing we should have life in the name of Jesus.  What did he mean by that?  He wasn’t talking to a bunch of physically dead people so he wasn’t talking about physical life.  He was, however, speaking to spiritually dead people, people like us before we were saved.  So this evidence of Jesus as the Messiah was supposed to infuse life into those who would believe, spiritual life.

When is salvation then?  Will we be saved in the great by and by?  We all talk about when we were saved (past tense) i.e. “I was saved in 1974,” “I was saved out at sea when a shipmate prayed for me,” etc.  We have already been saved and given access to this life about which John writes.  Salvation is not for tomorrow.  We didn’t buy a ticket to salvation.  We already have it today.  You are living your eternal life in Christ right now.  Your eternal life began the moment you received Jesus as Lord.  So what is John really trying to get at in this passage?  Do you think this is a simple message of salvation to the uninitiated or is there more here?  

One of the things that I think John is trying to get us to accept is that Jesus is a miracle worker.  The believers of John’s time came to Jesus through his miracles.  In other words, they saw and heard about the miracles that Jesus performed and through them they accepted that He is the King, Messiah and Lord.  They first believed the miracles then they equated that miracle working power with his divine lordship.  An interesting dynamic exists in our times.  We believe that Jesus is Lord and through that confession of faith we try to believe that He is also a miracle worker.  Many, however, are unconvinced of his power.  They believe that He is the Christ but they do not believe in his ability to exercise miracle producing power today.  Some do not even believe that the chronicles of Jesus’ miracles is a true account.  They think the gospels are a fairy tale.

The third problem in our thought process is that some of us do not fully understand or appreciate that Jesus is alive.  We have left him on the cross or in the grave but He is a resurrected Lord.  He is alive and well.  Without this revelation, by which I mean a clear and certain knowing in one’s heart as well as one’s mind, we cannot receive this life in Christ to which John is attempting to lead us.  

Jesus told us that he came in order to give us life, abundant life in fact (John 10: 10).  This is what John is speaking about, the abundant life that is available in Christ Jesus to those who believe.  But believe what?  First that He is who He says He is, the resurrected Son of God, the promised Messiah, and second that He can do now what he did in the days before his crucifixion. 

Miracles are still happening all over the world for those who believe.  People are receiving sight from blind eyes just as they did when Jesus walked the earth.  There are healings of every sort.  Financial miracles abound, relationships are restored.  All sorts of miracles are occurring, more than you can name.  So I return to my first question, “How many miracles does it take for us to believe?”  What is this life in Christ that John speaks of and how can we each live it.  What did Jesus mean when he said, “abundant life?”

The life we live in the flesh is the low level of life but there is an abundant life overflowing with all of the blessings of God which is the free gift to whomever shall believe.  This is the spiritual life, the renewed life.  And with this new life in Christ Jesus every need is met, dreams and goals fulfilled, and a life of peace and joy.  There is victory in Jesus, hence victorious living.  All things become possible, life becomes easier and we can live a life where we feel fulfilled.  Our lives are given purpose and we are satisfied even in the deep longing of our hearts.  It is all available to he who believes.  This life, this gift of a life in Christ, a life of abundance was the purpose of Jesus’ coming.  If we are not living this life then, why not?  What does the body of Christ need in order to come into the life Jesus meant for us, died to give us?

The apostle John says that the secret is in our believing.  We need to have our believers tweaked.  Surely, the only way to do that is to renew ourselves in Jesus.  We are going to have to seek him again as we did in the beginning.  We need a renewal in our prayer life and in the Word.  These are the two areas that we often let slide but which I am convinced are necessary for a life in Christ.  It is only through communion with the Godhead that we are transformed in our hearts and in our thinking and can receive the revelations necessary for a rich, full existence in the person of Jesus.  The hungry will seek and they will be fed.  Jesus always fed the hungry.  Do not settle for anything less than God’s best for you and He will fill you to overflowing as He has so often promised.  
1797. Thursday, June 19. 2014
The Truth Shall Set You Free

Matthew 7: 1 – 2

Do not judge lest you be judged.  For in the way you judge you will be judged; and by your stand of measure, it will be measured to you.

This is Jesus speaking.  One might think that he could have stopped with “Do not judge.”  Shouldn’t that end the conversation?  And yet we really have a pervasive problem in our society and in our church body with judgment and condemnation.  As we address this question of judgment we need first understand that Jesus was speaking to us as believers.  Secondly, he was not protecting the people that we judge.  This passage, this speech was meant to protect us.

We must understand the grace of God and the work of Jesus in order to conceptualize the meaning in today’s Biblical passage.  God has endeavored throughout the time of humanity to draw us into a close relationship with Himself.  When we blew it, He sent Jesus to cover our mistakes so that we could be again reconciled to Him in that devoted, personal relationship.  So, it is God’s grace and Jesus’ death and resurrection that have placed us back in a place where our sin no longer separates us from God.  You see, Jesus’ victory has removed us from judgment.  He bore our sin right to the pit of hell so that we would not have that sin taint on us any longer.  He removed the judgment that was upon us because of our iniquities.  But, when you judge others you take yourself out of that grace and put yourself back under judgment.  Okay, I know that is a stupid thing to do but, of course, we don’t mean to condemn ourselves.  So why do we do it?

One might think that we judge others out of a sense of arrogance.  Well, that may be true to an extent but the greater reason seems to be that we judge others when our soul condemns us.  In other words, it seems that our critical assessment of others springs from a failure within ourselves.  We see our own inadequacies but they are so daunting and embarrassing that we hide from the truth.  As we shy away from the truth about ourselves we manifest that disappointment in ourselves as judgment of others.  We become very critical.  If you will notice, people who have a lot of unresolved personal issues tend to be critical of everyone around them.  They are never satisfied with the sermon on Sunday, the choir was off pitch, the servers took too long, etc.  It becomes all about everyone satisfying them because they are so dissatisfied with themselves.

But, shall we also look at ourselves.  Let me be the first to say that I have been too judgmental.  It seems so clear at times, “That person is a jerk.”  Okay, well maybe he is but that judgment is really self-condemnation and we must allow God to free us from it.  Once we are whole then we are able to accept others complete with their warts.  We must learn to love the unlovely but I think the only way we can do so is to finally, once and for all, learn to love the most unlovely one of all, the chap in the mirror.  We can dress him or her up, fix our hair and put on the best image we know how to create but in the end the scalawag always shows up.  Hurting people hurt people.  We’ve all heard that but did we know that it applies to our perceptions of others and the judgment that emanates from them?

Sure sometimes we can so easily see the flaws in others but seeing those yet unregenerated areas is not the same as judging that person.  Do you ever feel or express that criticism.  Are you saying to others negative things about someone else?  Are you judging them or their actions as wrong?  Most importantly, is this your habit?  Do you find that you are often critical?  What would your spouse and children say?  

Most of us still retain some of the scars and warts from the world.  Hopefully we are all growing in the fullness of God’s grace for us and the wholeness that Jesus purchased for us so please do not condemn yourself if you find that you are critical and judgmental.  It just means that you have identified an area where you might want to throw the door open to Jesus’ ministrations.  Remember that self-condemnation is really where this all begins.  Once you truly love yourself with the love of God, then you will be more accepting of others too.  You will no longer need to divert attention from your own failures and short-comings.  That anger that is deep within you, that self-revulsion which has been so deeply buried and hidden can finally be exposed and expelled.  When you embrace that God absolutely loves you just as you are you will be free to love others.  Open your heart, soul, spirit, all that is you to the river of living water which is the Lord Jesus himself.  We washes clean.  He covers all your short-comings with his perfection so that you can stand in the very presence of God Himself with confidence.  If you will learn to love yourself and let God love you, if you will learn to accept yourself and know that you are accepted right now by God, then you can cast off that critical, judgmental nature.  You will be able to get along with others and others will be able to get along with you.  Look, there is freedom in Christ so let’s get free.  Let us walk in the liberty and life that Jesus came to give us.  

One last thing, I understand that you are afraid.  If you were not then you would never have sublimated those truths about yourself.  It is okay.  God is loving, kind and gentle.  He wants to help you.  He is not trying to punish you.  It is you who punishes you.  You can spend a life time of misery or a few minutes of honest self-assessment.  Sure, sometimes the healing is a little bit painful but it is so miniscule in truth and it is so very short in duration.  Why be miserable and make those who love you miserable forever when you can spend a little time with God being honest and healing.  Don’t let your epitaph be about your untapped potential.  Don’t leave people standing beside your grave grieving over what could have been.  That is the saddest thing of all.  Live this life God has given you wide open full of the joy of the Lord.  Let Him touch you.  Allow Him to breathe into you the life He ordained for you.  Let Him heal you and let Him love you.  Accept Him, His love and yourself.  In Jesus’ name, I pray.
1798. Friday, June 20, 2014

Out Blessed

Galatians 6: 7

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.

We have all heard the expression “Give and take”.  It is particularly used to describe relationships.  Well, I would like to coin a new phrase today.  I want you to enjoy “give and give” relationships because this, I believe, is the Christian model.

I recently went on a camping trip where I got to renew old acquaintances and meet some great new people and it is from these folks that this idea has arisen in my consciousness.  Let me begin with a little story which I believe will demonstrate why this idea of give-give has become prominent in my thinking.  

The first day there I met this lovely couple, Sally and Chad.  There was an instant connection with them as we all paddled on the lake and talked about the Lord. That evening, everyone got together at our campsite.  Well, I had just brewed a cup of tea when Sally and Chad arrived.  We got to talking about tea and I told them about how I had discovered this brew (Good Earth Original Tea) in La Jolla, CA back when I lived in San Diego.  We discovered that we shared a common interest.  I offered them to smell or taste my tea and they both thought it smelled good so I made each of them a cup of tea.  While we sat under the evening sky enjoying our Good Earth Tea (how appropriate) we discovered another tea connection.  It turns out that they drink P.G. Tips which is an English blend.  I was amazed to hear that someone else knew about P.G. Tips tea much less drinks it and I told them about my dear friend who is part British and about the Christmas she gave me a box of P.G. Tips.  They could really appreciate how special that tea was for me and we really enjoyed talking and sharing.

Well, the evening went on, the weekend went on. It was a delight getting to know them a bit and we certainly enjoyed each other’s company.  On Tuesday we all had to pack up and get out of the campsite before 11:00 but before Sally and Chad left Sally came down to say, “Good-bye.”  That alone was a very nice gesture but before she left she handed me a Ziploc bag.  You guessed it!   It was full of P.G. Tips tea bags, thanks to which I am enjoying a beautiful cup of tea right now.  I was very blessed by their kind thoughtfulness.  

Now, a bag of tea may not seem like a big deal but, honestly, it was the heart gesture involved.  They sought to bless me, and they succeeded.  It was the spirit behind the gift that was so loud and so precious.  May I say it?  It was love.  They were moved by that spirit of love within them that seeks to honor and bless others and this couple just knows how to cooperate with the kind intentions of God’s soul.  They have merged with the Spirit of love so they know how to be a blessing.  Not only that but they actually strive and attempt to bless others.  And I know other people who have accepted this mantle from Jesus and I must say they are an inspiration to me.

So now what do we think of this new relationship with Sally and Chad?  Upon what is it based?  I brewed them one little cup of tea each and the next thing I know they have out given me, out blessed me.  It is almost like poker – they saw my two tea bags and raised me a whole bag.  But wait, it ain’t over yet because this relationship is based on mutual blessing.  It is a give – give relationship.  So what does that mean?  This weekend I am going to Trader Joe’s hoping to find Good Earth brand tea and when I do I am going to buy a whole box and send it to them.  You see, it was completely my pleasure in the first place to share my tea with them.  It gave me joy to do that for them.  And they certainly did not need to reciprocate in any way nor was their gift to me a payback, because they didn’t owe me anything.  They just sought to bless me and they did.  Well, now I am hoping to bless them by surprising them with some Good Earth Tea.  So, all you folks who know Sally and Chad keep this under your hat.

I want for you to have relationships that are based on mutual blessing.  When we give ourselves to the life of Christ within us this sort of generosity and kindness ought to come bubbling up out of us and we ought to connect with others on this level.  When you find people who are walking in the love of Christ I hope that you will hang on to them and let your relationships form around that kind, gentle and generous spirit who is Jesus, our Lord and who lives within each of us.  When Jesus is the focal point, then abundance, prosperity and kindness will always be the fruits.  Develop Give – Give relationships.  Let each of you be selfless and honor one another in love.  It is a great way to live and part of that abundant life that Jesus intended for you.  Demand and expect for all of your Christian relationships to show this kind of grace and maturity which comes from a life surrendered to Christ.  And, in the name of Jesus, Be Blessed even as you are a blessing!
1799. Monday, June 23, 2014
Our Reflection in our Lord

2 Samuel 22: 26 – 27

NIV

To the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the blameless you show yourself blameless, to the pure you show yourself pure but to the crooked you show yourself shrewd.

In our discipleship we desire to reflect the grace of the Lord.  When people look at us, we hope they see Jesus.  I never considered that when we look at the Lord, we see ourselves.  Today’s scriptures teach us a very important lesson.  What you see when you look at God is likely a reflection of yourself.  Stop and think about that for a moment.  Do you see a loving God full of grace and mercy or do you see a vengeful God.  Is he punishing the world or loving it.  God hasn’t changed.  He is love but what we see in Him shows what we have allowed ourselves to receive from God.  He gives us power to be loving and forgiving because He is loving and forgiving.  If, instead, we see Him as shrewd it is because of something in us, crookedness.  If we see Him faithful it is because we have allowed ourselves to receive faithfulness from Him.  He shows Himself blameless because we have received our spotless garment by faith in Jesus.  We look at God through the veil which we choose, through our filters.

The key point is that the way we perceive God is a measure of who we are rather than a treatise on who He is.  We know unequivocally who and what God is, God is love.  Therefore, if we do not perceive Him as He truly is, then it is because of an overlay that we have cloaked Him with from our own personalities.  He is faithful because love is faithful.  Any characteristic which is derived from love is His natural clothing.  Any characteristic which is distinct from love is the veil of our eyes.  We may have inherited these veils, these painted lenses, from our parents, we may have learned them from religion or they may be of our own doing.  Any unregenerate part of our being may be reflected onto our image of God.  Our task as disciples of Christ is to see Him as He truly is.  The question, then, is not “Who do you think God is?”  The task is to strip the veils of convention, habit and our own worldly experience from our eyes and to see God as He truly is.  We have a test which will show immediately our perception of truth.  If our image of God is anything less than complete love then we know there is yet something within us that needs addressing. 

Looking at God is like looking into a mirror which might explain why it is difficult to get people to seek Him or even to spend time in prayer and in the Word.  Even if they cannot articulate their hesitancy in their heart of hearts they know they will see something ugly in the mirror and they are afraid.  Their hearts are not strong enough to admit the truth about themselves.  This is a great sorrow because God is the healer of the heart.  There is nothing so ugly in any of us that He cannot turn it into beauty.  It is what He does.  There also is not one of us that was beautiful in ourselves.  Any beauty any of us reflect is the Lord Jesus himself.  What is it that gives one person the guts to seek healing and inner beauty and others fall to fear?  I wish I knew.  Perhaps it is a little hope of something better.  Maybe it is just a little faith that God really is love and that he will accept us and help us.  Whatever it is, I pray that seed in every one of us so that we may grow into the beautiful creature of grace that we are each meant to be.  If we could only see ourselves the way God sees us.  I adjure you by all that is holy.  Seek the face of the Lord expecting to find love and acceptance.  Do not worry about your soiled garments.  You are not as dirty as Jesus was when the sin of the world hit him and yet he is seated right now at the right hand of God.  You can’t get any dirtier than he was and yet his robes are now as white as snow.  He is radiant in his cleanliness.  God has provided that same beauty for ashes experience for each of us.  Give God your rubbish and he will exchange it for His glory.  “Let’s Make a Deal” never had a deal as good as that. If you will with all honesty give your entire heart to God He will show you His wholeness and grace.  Then you will look in the mirror of His face and see only love.
1800. Tuesday, June 24, 2014

John 6: 43 & 61

NIV

“Stop grumbling among yourselves.”  Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you?

The church needs to hear Jesus preach this message again and ask this critical question, “Am I easily offended, do I take offense?”  We are living in an age where we must constantly walk on eggshells and I know that it becomes tedious for everyone and stressful to live in this state.  But there is a bigger issue here.  That is that we so easily become offended at the message that Jesus has sent to the body.  

Jesus didn’t mince words.  He taught openly and in honesty.  And, yes, sometimes people were offended but can we be honest for a moment today without anyone taking offense?  The truth of the matter is that those people in Jesus’ time just as the people in our time chose to be offended.  It is so interesting that we use the expression “take offense”.  That very expression reveals that we exercise our choice to take or not take offense.  God would love to give us all the truth but we can’t handle it.  Pastors guard themselves and honestly, between you and I, preach watered down messages because they know their parishioners can’t handle it.  They endeavor not to hurt anyone’s feelings or cause anyone offense but if we want to be offended, we will find a way.  I have met people that you could compliment and they would still be offended.  It has become a lifestyle.  Now, how is God going to minister life giving truth to us if we are so touchy?  

This is life and death stuff here folks.  We have got to yearn for the truth and receive it when it comes.  We need to take the shackles off of our teachers and beg them to tell us the whole truth.  Many clergy will not teach on tithing or giving because they are afraid of offending the congregation.  I can appreciate their misgivings but if we will not allow them to teach us about God’s divine fiscal policies then we are doomed to poverty or at best mediocrity.

And I wish to make a personal plea here as well that you can perhaps also apply to your pastor.  We have a mandate from God to tell the truth and I like every other minister of the gospel have to decide whether to deliver the message that seems hard or to disobey God.  It is not a fun choice but there are two things you should know.  Speaking for myself, I never deliver a hard message in order to hurt you.  I give the messages that I think God is giving me for you and out of love for you.  The Bible teaches us that a parent who loves their child will reprove them.  I want the best for you so I am motivated to tell you the truth even if it stings a bit.  Secondly, if it is a particularly hard hitting message, don’t be offended.  I’m probably not even talking to you.  I am probably preaching to myself because believe me, some of these messages are for me more than for anyone else.  Some of them seem to be given only for me.  But I take that as God’s love for me.  He wants us to live the high life, a life of abundance and He knows the things in our lives which are acting as obstacles to this good life.  How shall He tell us so that we may move into the better life that He has for us?  Shall we choose to be offended when God is trying to help us?

So here is the conclusion.  I honestly believe that any time we find ourselves offended by our pastor’s message we should check ourselves.  Now, I am not saying that ministers are perfect.  I have been offended by some messages too but there is another characteristic that should be working in us too.  It is called forgiveness.  We must overlook one another’s flaws.  Do you believe your pastor hears from God?  If the answer is no, change churches.  If the answer is yes, then be faithful.  Jesus, so many times said, “He who has ears, let him hear.”  It could be that we are all still developing our spiritual ears.  But let us come to this conclusion.  Our minsters were called by God to serve us and they have an anointing on their lives to deliver the gospel.  They have our best interests at heart and preach truth, even hard-hitting truth, because of their devotion to us.  

I would like to make this personal again.  I apologize right now if I ever hurt your feelings.  On the other hand I want you to know that I place a high value on telling you the truth and I trust that you are people of stern stuff rather than wishy-washy, half-hearted Christians.  God is raising up His army in our generation and His ministers have been tasked with equipping the saints.  I would rather bruise your ego a little than for the enemy to kill you.  So this is the choice I make, to tell you the truth as God reveals it to me and trust that you are strong enough to hear it.  There may be times you disagree with me.  That’s okay.  Listen, I still watch and listen to preachers that I have some disagreements with.  It is very difficult for us all to agree 100% of the time but that should be no bar to our fellowship.  You simply take those things to the Lord and let Him guide you and teach you.  Some of those items will lead you into deep revelations.  And I will tell you upfront that I am not walking in the full revelation yet.  I am still learning as well.  So don’t let that hinder you.  If we continually allow ourselves to become offended, we end up isolating ourselves and then we develop our own personal theology which is very dangerous.  

Alright, so this is one of those messages I have not wanted to send though it has been on my list for months.  When God showed me the exact same verse again today it just could not be avoided any longer.  So don’t take offense at a message that teaches not to be offended and let us all remind ourselves that this message began with Jesus speaking.  The spirit of offense which is in operation in the body of Christ can, and will, be crushed when we all refuse to feed it or give into its urgings.
1801. Wednesday, June 25, 2014

Life in the Word

John 12: 47 – 50

NIV

“As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him.  For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it.  There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day.  For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it.  I know that his command leads to eternal life.  So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.”

Jesus’ words bring life to those who find them.  Jesus tells us that his father’s command leads to eternal life.  Moreover, Jesus said that everything he said came from the father so everything that Jesus ever said leads us to eternal fullness of life.  Everything we want, everything we need is fulfilled through Jesus’ word.

It sounds simplistic to say that everything we need can be obtained through the Word until we remember that God created the entire universe with the spoken word.  Now He has given us His words.  With them there is nothing which is impossible to us.  If we are not where we want to be in life, then we need only go to His Word and get more life.  Jesus said that he came to bring us abundant life and we know from John 1: 1 that Jesus is the Word.  So the Word came to give us abundant life. 

Conversely, if we are not living the abundant life, then we have not allowed the life of Christ to fill us and we need to put more of Jesus inside of us by ingesting his word.  The Word of God is the seed and the soil is the heart.  When we plant his word in our hearts it yields a harvest.  If we fail to bear fruit then Jesus need not judge us for we are already judged.  The word that he has given us produces life so our lives will show whether we have accepted or rejected Christ’s word.

Do you remember the story of the talents in Matthew 25: 14?  The servants were not tasked with safeguarding the master’s assets.  The mission is to use the talents God has given us to produce a crop.  He has given us his word and it is our job to do something with it.  Prepare the soil; till it and pull out the weeds.  Then plant the seed.  If you will be diligent and faithful at reaping season you will have a bountiful harvest.
1802. Thursday, June 26, 2014

Giving God Away

John 13: 34

“A new commandment I give you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”

John 15: 13

“Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.”

Jesus gave us one commandment knowing if we would live by this one commandment we would fulfill all the law and the prophets.  Everything that God would prescribe for us is included in this one commandment, that we love one another as Jesus first loved us.  

How did Jesus love us?  He loved us sacrificially.  He put our needs before his even to the point of death.  That is a remarkable act.  Can you imagine putting other people’s needs before your desires even if it means your death?  That is a tall order.  Face it; most of us continuously serve ourselves even at the cost of others.  How often do we cease our pursuit of what we want long enough to even consider what others need or want?  It is just not our way, is it?  We were not trained to serve others but rather to grab all we can get even if it means hurting others.  So, what does it take for us to, even for a moment, retire our self-interest long enough to consider the needs and wants of someone else?

Whatever Jesus told us to do he has also empowered us to do.  That is good news, yes?  But realize too that there is no excuse for disobedience.  We do not have the excuse that we cannot do what he has commanded because he always provides the ability with the command.  So, if this is Jesus’ command to us, and we know it is, and he has empowered us with the ability to fulfill the love command, then why aren’t more of us living by this commandment?  

God is love.  He is the power and authority required to fulfill this commandment.  Jesus is showing us that our grand command is to convey the essence of God to others.  Did you catch that?  Since our command is to love one another and God is love then the command is to “God” one another as Jesus did or to express the nature and heart of God among one another just like Jesus did.  It sounds like a difficult task but Jesus provided the way.  He told his disciples to stay in Jerusalem until they received the promise of the Father which would give them the requisite power (Acts 1: 4 – 8).   Then he sent the Holy Spirit.  

The Holy Spirit has come to make his abode in us, to actually live in our hearts.  He is the power to love and to live.  The only way we can do what Jesus has commanded us to do is for us to fill up with God.  We can never in our own strength or by an effort of our will love people the way Jesus has directed us.  We must first let love fill us to overflowing, then we will be able to let the expression of who God is flow out of us.

So we have an absolute command from our Lord regarding how we are to treat others and he has provided the means by which we can adhere to his command.  We must make a decision to obey this commandment of love.  We need to understand with our minds that it means putting others needs ahead of ours.  We should actually spend some time thinking about what that means and meditating on how that might appear in practice.  Then we need to seek the help of the Father through prayer.  We must first let Him love us.  We will never be able to love others if we do not first receive the love of God deep into our hearts.  His love can only flow through us once we have allowed Him to abide fully within us.  So there is our starting point and perhaps where many of us fail.  Make a decision to obey Jesus’ command to love others as he loved us and then earnestly seek the help of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Open your heart and let God flow into it.  Open your heart and let His love flow out.

1803. Friday, June 27, 2014

John 13: 38

“Will you lay down your life for Me?”

This was a question Jesus posed to Peter?  How would you answer him?  Or are you just glad that he didn’t ask you this question?  But then again, this is exactly what Jesus requires of each of us.  We are required to lay down our life for Jesus and for the gospel.  In Matthew 16: 25 Jesus said, “Whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”  Therefore, if we want life, then we must relinquish our life.  It sounds like an oxymoron but we surrender our lives and take on the life of Christ, a life in him and of him.  Paul revealed in Romans 6: 4 that “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”  “For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh” (2 cor. 4: 11).

This dying or laying aside of our life doesn’t happen once for all.  It is the constant laying aside of our ego laden needs and taking up the life of Christ with its mission of love and servitude.  This is not an easy task because our ego seeks always to protect itself but this is the call of Christianity, of following after the Christ and walking in his ways.  

Paul further explained this idea in Galatians 2: 20 when he wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.”  Our life of the flesh has been exchanged for a new life in the Spirit of God wherein we died and were reborn as a child of the Most High, a child of the Spirit.  The person we were died and a new person was created in the new birth.  Why do we attempt to still live as that old person if he or she died with Christ at the cross?  That life we lay down and take up the new life that Christ bought for us at Calvary.  That old man was dead in his sin anyway.  There was nothing but corruption and decay in his bones but the new man is made in the very image of Christ Jesus, beautiful and radiant.

This is who you are in Jesus but only to the degree that you make a decision to let go of that corpse who is the old you.  Believe me, the old man, that old self that each of us knows all too well is decrepit and is better off in the grave.  We turned to Jesus and accepted him as Lord because we wanted this new life in him.  Most of us were well aware of the state of our inner man.  Most of us knew that we needed something, that we needed Jesus to take this sad thing that we were and to make something of it.  And that is what he did.  He exchanged our lives which were full of decay and death and gave us his life which is the picture of glory and beauty.  We died, were crucified with him and were raised up with him in his glory and righteousness but we must make a decision to be renewed in our inner man.  God has provided this new life but it is up to us to allow the life of Christ to be born in our inner man.  It is not automatic.  We have to choose to lay down our lives for Christ.  He asks us just as he asked Peter, “Will you lay down your life for me?”  This is a question each of us must ask ourselves because this is the essence of the new life, the reborn man and the life in Christ.  This death and resurrection in Christ is what happens after we say the sinner’s prayer.  We decide that to live is Christ and to die is gain (Philippians 1: 21).  We choose to let our old self with all of its baggage and problems die and be put away.  We give ourselves to Jesus as Lord, pledge ourselves to him and his service and we are raised up in him to a new person full of glory and righteousness.

Let go of yourself.  You have died with Christ now bury that old man and let him rest in peace.  Don your new life in Christ.  Let go of the self-absorbed concerns and turn your life over to him.  He will glorify and exalt you when you give your life to him.  He will raise you up and give you the abundant life which is your inheritance and which he came to give you.  Bury the old man and take up the life Christ has for you.

1804. Monday, June 30, 2014

Dwell on These Things

Philippians 4: 8

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.

Last Friday I went for a bike ride.  I had plans to meet some people for lunch at a trailside restaurant 29 miles down the trail later in the day.  I thought I allowed enough time for me to cover the distance without keeping them waiting but I have not done many long rides lately so I was a bit concerned about my mph average and arriving at our meeting spot on time.

I started out at a good pace and was really pleased to feel good at that pace.  Before too long though, at around 14 miles, I think, I noticed that my average was beginning to drop.  I wanted to go faster but I had also noticed that my legs were beginning to enter the conversation with input of their own.  I really focused on going faster and that is when I learned this important life lesson.  The more I thought about my legs the more tired I felt.  But our dear Father switched my thoughts from the fatigue in my legs to thinking about my cadence and to watching the average speed display on my bike computer.  I stopped thinking about my legs and began thinking about the mph.  A few minutes later when I looked at the current mph indicator I saw that I was going 15 mph which was the fastest I had gone all day.  I had an epiphany right there on my bike.  I realized that the more I focused on the bad news, i.e. my legs being tired, the more I reaped tired legs.  When, however, I put my mind on my goal, my body just achieved the goal despite the obstacles.  In fact, I didn’t even feel my legs.  I just achieved a new level of success simply by shifting my thinking.

As I rode I thought to myself that this must be what God is trying to teach us in this verse.  Whatever is good or worthy, let your mind linger on those things.  If you meditate on your tired legs you are going to reap weariness.  If you let your mind camp out on the goal, you are going to reap success.  I remember thinking as I rode along, “If we think about being tired, we will be tired.  If we think about being sick, we are going to be sick all the days of our lives.  But, if we will meditate on the healing, the success, the blessing, etc. then we will be healthy, successful and blessed.  Yahoo!  Now that was a bit of practical education that I could apply immediately.

I have a few other strategies that I have developed over the years of riding that I think might work in many aspects of life.  First of all, I pray at the very beginning of my ride.  I say to Dad that this is our time and that I will be glad to listen and He can talk.  I love to acknowledge (even out loud many times) that this is something that He and I are doing together and that not only do I invite Him to share this time with me but that He is just automatically a part of it.  Then I often tell Him that we will ride together but that the last 3 miles are all His because I have noticed that no matter how far I ride it always seems that the last 2 – 3 miles become difficult.  So we start out with an expectation that He is with me and is doing the bulk of the work.  Those are two of my secrets but there is a third which is my emergency rations when I am out of gas and I needed it on this ride.

As I continued Friday, I began to weaken again so I put my earbud in my ear and turned on Praise music.  Now I did not say Christian music because I need something more specific in these moments and it is Praise music.  Say it loud!  Play it loud!  I start praising the Lord and listening to anointed singers glorifying the Lord and I get revived.  The joy of the Lord can pump your legs even when you feel like there is nothing left in them.  One caveat – trying to sing along can really be hard on your wind but then again who cares?  Well, maybe some of the other people on the trail would prefer I didn’t start singing out loud but it just may make them ride faster too if only to get away from me.

The end of the story is that I did arrive on time.  Actually, I was 40 minutes early.  I had a great ride.  I asked Dad to use the time to fellowship with me and to speak with me and He taught me this brilliant lesson about what we allow ourselves to meditate on impacting our immediate life.  He used my leisure time to develop a Word of the Day teaching me that we can work and play.  We had time of praise and I got some exercise.  I’ve gotta say, that is a good day.  

Bottom line, we can affect our lives by what we think about and those impacts are immediate and lasting.  There is something we can do right now to change the outcome of today.  There is a lot of power in that.  

I hope you enjoyed going on this little 29 mile journey with me.  To find out what my “out of gas” refueling music was check out the blog post for Sunday, June 29, 2014 at www.iveyministries.blogspot.com.

1805. Tuesday, July 01, 2014

Show Me the Way

Psalm 51: 10 – 13

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me away from Thy presence, and do not take thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, and sustain me with a willing spirit.

Although David lived before the Messiah came and claimed victory, he is in so many ways a New Testament person.  When you read his writings you see that he not only had a revelation of the Holy Spirit but that he also had a relationship with him.  In today’s passage you see the essence of the New Testament regenerate child of God and the process of renewal.

God cleaned us by the sacrifice of Jesus.  We were literally washed clean of all of our transgressions.  He recreated us into the glorious version of ourselves that we were ordained into at the beginning of time.  The footnote for “clean heart” says “upright heart”.  Our hearts have been made upright before God.  We are upright, or righteous, before God because of the cleansing of our hearts wrought by Jesus.  But salvation did not end there as you can so plainly see from this text. 

God, next, renewed our spirits.  Imagine the joy our spirits experienced when the rejuvenating power of the Holy Spirit came into us and renewed our own spirits.  Our spirits are cast in the same image of the Holy Spirit and we are truly part of him.  David says renew my spirit in that image so that I am steadfast, unwavering and strong.  We, like David, can stand surely and steadfastly in the grace and honor of our Lord knowing who we are because our spirits have been renewed in Christ Jesus.  

And then David makes this oh so interesting comment, “Do not take thy Holy Spirit from me.”  David knew what it meant to live with the Holy Spirit of God.  That was a very uncommon occurrence before Jesus came.  David also knew that the Holy Spirit and his walk with him accounted for the great successes he enjoyed as well as the blessings.  The Holy Spirit protected him under some very difficult circumstances and David had a revelation of how to walk daily with him.  This statement reflects the next step of our regenerated life.  We are renewed in Christ and move into close personal fellowship with all three persons of the trinity.  Our cleaned hearts are now fit habitation for the Holy Spirit so we can invite him to come live within us and be our daily guide and teacher.  It does require an invitation of course.  The Holy Spirit is a good house guest.  He will come if asked but would never invite himself.

One can almost hear the insistent, almost desperate tone, in David’s voice when he says, “Do not take thy Holy Spirit from me.”  He knew that the Holy Spirit’s presence in his life was saving grace and he realized how much he needed that presence in order to live.  David was immensely successful in many ways but he also lived in very dangerous times.  One of his sons usurped the throne at one time and David’s life was again in peril as it so often was during his lifetime.  So David understood that all of his riches and his throne were because of the power of the Holy Spirit but he also knew that his very life was sustained through the power of God’s Spirit.  Without that grace guarding his life he would not have survived to old age.  Therefore, when David recognizes the presence of the Holy Spirit in his life and prays to the Lord for that presence to remain ever with him we can understand that his prayer is one of deep sincerity, appreciation and understanding.  In fact, David shows an understanding of life with the Holy Spirit that few New Testament believers demonstrate even though this indwelling of the Holy Spirit is part of our inheritance through Jesus and part of our salvation package, part of the regeneration and renewal of our lives.

Salvation is a big thing.  It is a process by which we are continually growing into the Father.  Every day we can participate in this renewal by Christ and importantly we can celebrate these great gifts from the Father by acknowledging them through prayer and in thanksgiving.  In Jesus we truly can experience the joy of salvation.
1806. Wednesday, July 2, 2014

The Sacrifice of the Heart

Psalm 50: 14

“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving.”

Psalm 51: 15 - 17

O Lord, open my lips, that my mouth may declare Your praise.   For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; You are not pleased with burnt offering.  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.
Psalm 50 and 51 are best understood when read together for they shine light upon each other.  In Psalm 50 God is speaking and when you read the psalm in its entirety you see that God says the he owns all of the cattle, knows every bird and so on.  He does not require Israel, or us, to sacrifice goats, sheep or cattle so that He can feed Himself.  It was not the sacrifice of animals that He wanted.  He said to offer Him a sacrifice of thanksgiving.

David responds to God in Psalm 51.  He first prays that the Lord will give him a mouth full of praise then he goes on to explain that he understands that the sacrifice the Lord wants is the sacrifice of praise.  He tells God that he would gladly give sacrifices of burnt offerings if that is what the Lord wanted but that he knows that is not what the Lord seeks.  In truth, I would say that the burnt offerings were necessary because people would not give the Lord what He sought; hearts devoted to Him and mouths which offered praise and thanksgiving.  David reveals to us that what God really wants are our hearts.

David spoke about the human heart which is acceptable to God in terms of being broken.  He also speaks of a broken spirit.  When you look up the word “broken” in Strong’s Concordance you find that it does describe something that is broken.  It literally means to burst.  Other synonyms found in Strong’s are crush, destroy, hurt quench.  This was not what I expected to find when I looked up the word.  I was thinking of a heart which is not proud or haughty, a humble heart and spirit so I was surprised that David used a word that truly does mean broken.  There is one other term that Strong’s uses in defining this word which, I believe, reconciles both viewpoints.  The word shabar (broken) means break down, in pieces, etc. but in it is the idea of rebirth.  The Strong’s definition literally says “bring to birth.”  This means that God wants to receive our hearts in such a condition that he can rebirth them in His glory.

We sometimes talk about people having to hit rock bottom before they can get their lives in order.  Perhaps there is an element of that kind of contriteness in this verse.  Remember that David has already prayed for God to create in him a clean, upright heart (v. 10).  I believe what we learn from this is that which God wants from us is a heart which has been cleansed of the worldly mess and all of our preconceived notions so that He can write His truth upon it.  God will create a new, glorified creature in each one of us but he needs that clean, white slate upon which to write.  He is not going to argue doctrine with us.  He is not going to battle with us over what the truth really is.  He will give us all truth and wisdom freely but we must first give Him a clean slate upon which He can write.  We must prepare our hearts in the sense that we must offer them to God with a willingness for Him to fill them with Himself and His words.  We do not have to do any of the work to clean them other than pray and receive.  Jesus has already provided the heart wash and stocked it with cleaning fluid.  All we have to do is to decide to drive our hearts through it.  That’s all but it is a critical piece of the process.  We must first do our part and then Father, Son and Holy Spirit will take over from there.

So this is the sacrifice that the Lord requires of us, our hearts.  

1807. Thursday, July 3, 2014
Our Gift to the Lord

1 Samuel 15: 22

Samuel said, “Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.

This is a fairly well known scripture, especially the latter part of it but let us also read it from the God’s Word translation: “Is the Lord as delighted with burnt offerings and sacrifices as he would be with your obedience?  To follow instructions is better than to sacrifice.  To obey is better than sacrificing the fat of rams.”  This version speaks plainly about the weight of sacrifice vs. obedience.

Clearly we do not offer burnt sacrifices today so how do we equate this in modern terms?  We would talk in terms of “works”.  Our sacrifices are more in the line of working at the church, participating in all of the food drives, etcetera.  There has never been anything wrong with the sacrifices nor the works.  The problem lies in the fact that over the eons we have all substituted the true sacrifice desired by God with all of these other things.  We need to be able to speak honestly about works the way the old prophets spoke openly about burnt offerings but in order to do that we must first agree that there is no open criticism about any of those things.  Our projects are worthy.  They just are not worthy as a sacrifice because what God is seeking is our obedience.

God wants to rule in our hearts.  I remember when God told me to leave the practice of law and go into full time ministry.  It made absolutely no sense to me.  But why does what God tells us to do need to survive our scrutiny?  Anyway, it took me a long time to heed God’s instructions.  I was very active in church but I was in disobedience and things got messy for awhile.  Eventually I got the cart righted and did as I was told and believe me, my life improved as a result.  Being outside the will of God is just not a good place to be.  I was trying to do all the right things but I was missing the big one, obedience.  God was trying to lead me into a place of peace and blessing but I was too busy working myself to death to heed Him.  It sounds silly now but I just couldn’t hear Him through the noise of my life.

This shows that you can have the very best intentions and still miss the mark by a mile.  We busy ourselves with what we think God would have us do rather than simply spending some quiet time with Him finding out.  I have learned that He doesn’t think the way we do so the only way we can know His mind is to give Him time to convey His thoughts to us.  Ministers are the very worst about this.  It is easy to spend so much time doing the work of God that we never spend any time with Him or in the Word.  This is great error and will always end in trouble.  We all must be still and listen to the voice of the Lord so that we can follow His instructions.  He is always leading us on the blessed path but we must be able to hear Him.  And then, once we do hear, we are really best served if we will hurry to obey Him.  You don’t have to understand what He is doing or why.  Just know that He has your interest in mind.  He is leading you to the blessing place, the oasis in the desert.  If you don’t heed Him, believe me, it is going to be barren and dry.  

Forget your religious sacrifices and traditions and seek His face.  Ask Him if you are doing what He has directed you to do.  If you have missed something, don’t fret, just get on track.  Your obedience to His Word and to His instructions will serve you well because it will lead you to your anointed place.  It will be well with you if you will obey the Lord.

1808. Friday, July 4, 2014

Freedom in Christ

Galatians 5: 1

It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

As we celebrate this July 4th holiday we think of the many men and women who sacrificed their lives and fortunes to secure our liberty.  Yet freedom is not won once for all.  The call of freedom is one of vigilance.  We must constantly be on the alert for those who would steal or limit our liberty.

There is no one who gave more than Jesus in the continuous fight for freedom.  His calling was to set the captives free (Isaiah 61: 1).  When all of humanity was in bondage he bore in his body the price of our freedom.  Even as we think of the brave patriots who fought and died for a better way of life let us remember that without Jesus’ victory there would have been no liberty for us to pursue.  He bought our personal freedom with which we were able to dream of political and religious freedom.  Paul warns us, though, that liberty gained is transient if we do not stand firm resisting the yoke of slavery.

I cringe when I see all of the personal liberties we relinquish these days in favor of convenience, security, etc.  Americans are giving away their liberty hand over fist.  The single greatest reason seems to be fear but why should we fear?  Are we not all children of the most high?  People even argue today that individuals have no right to personal privacy.  Not so many years ago that would have sounded completely ludicrous.  It still does to me.  But then look how we have subjected ourselves to bondage even though Jesus did set us free.  Sometimes it is better to die than to pay the price of slavery.
We have made ourselves slaves to all sorts of substances, habits, television, leisure and so on.  We have relaxed our guard even though Paul warned us not to and have become slaves again to sin and the fear of death.  We have become prisoners of vain philosophies when the Word of God is the sword of freedom.  We have allowed the lies of the enemy to imprison us in dungeons of sickness, poverty, brokenness and every imaginable impediment to liberty.

But Jesus stands at the threshold.  He stands ever ready to show us the way to loose the shackles that bind us, he having already broken them.   There is no shackle, no prison that has power over us.  Jesus has set the captives free.  Although prison doors have been splintered before the mighty arm of the Lord, they retain all the power we give them for if we do not arise and walk through the open doorway then we are every bit a prisoner as if the bars remained.  We are only enslaved to the degree of our acceptance because the battle has been fought and won.  

This 4th of July renew yourself to the freedom won for you by those who have gone before.  Refuse to allow your personal liberties to be trod upon and give no quarter to the enemy who seeks to enslave you again to the yoke from which Jesus freed you.  Renew your stance, standing firm against those who would trade liberty for convenience or governmental assistance.  Determine that you will guard your personal liberties even as you stand with and for your neighbor.  Freedom is precious but it is always under attack.  Stand firm therefore.
1809. Monday, July 7, 2014

He is Paying Attention

(From January 5, 2009)

Isaiah 40: 27

Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord, and the justice due me escapes the notice of my God?”

Sometimes, I know, it seems that God is far away.  You are doing your best with all you do; trying with your effort to please the Lord, but it seems the ungodly are getting the best of you.  You wonder why God does not see all the good you do and how much you are giving in order to be like him and why he does not rush in to vindicate you.  Do not fear.  Do not lose your patience.  God is watching and he is seeing.  All that you do in secret is plain to him.  Nothing you do goes without his notice.  He will come to you in a time when you least expect it.  There is a law that cannot be denied.  That is that what you sow, you will get.  While it may seem that your efforts are going unnoticed, believe there will be a reckoning.  God is paying attention to you and he is working out situations for you right now.  When it seems that you are the most alone, just look up.  God is much closer than you think and your deliverance is just around the corner.  No matter how bleak the prognosis nor how dire the circumstance God will deliver you into his own hand.  He has your solution in his hand right now and is rearranging whatever he must in order to get it to you.  Don’t lose faith.  What you have done in secret, the Lord has seen and you will be rewarded according to your faithfulness.

1810. Tuesday, July 8, 2014

The Power of Surrender

(From January 6, 2009)

Job 42: 2

I know that Thou canst do all things, and that no purpose of Thine can be thwarted.

Do we really know that He, God, can do all things?  Have we really grasped in our depths that no purpose of His can be thwarted?  I very much doubt that we have really grasped the truth of those two statements.  If we had, no purpose of His to which He has called us would be impossible to us.  We would have no fear in the things that He has asked.  I am not sure that this is just a matter of faith.  This passage is found in the last of Job.  These statements represent some of Job’s last utterances in the long discussion which is the book of Job.  I think these passages reflect a heart, which rather than demonstrating faith, show surrender.  Job finally surrenders to God’s omnipotence.  He finally accepts that he, Job, cannot make everything make sense but if He will surrender to God, He can make it right.  Job’s next words are of repentance.  Then God restores Job.  Job had to come to a place of surrender and repentance in order to receive all that God had for him and all that God wanted to do for him.  Job had to get himself out of God’s way.  He had to surrender his thoughts and his ways and acknowledge that God, Jehovah, is the way and that God, not Job, can do all things.  Job, through surrender, let go of his arguments and his wisdom and acknowledged that God knows all things.  These statements, so seemingly full of faith are actually full of surrender and repentance.  It is the letting go of ourselves, then, that allows us to flow in deep faith. 

1811. Wednesday, July 9, 2014

The Blessing Plan

(From January 7, 2009)

Psalm 1: 1-3

How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.

3 And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers.

We all want to be blessed of God and that is what God wants also.  That is why he gave us this passage, so that we would know how to be blessed.  The first verse tells us three things to avoid if we want to be blessed.  The second verse tells us one affirmative thing to do and the third verse illustrates the effect of the blessing on us which results from obedience to the first two verses.

In a nutshell, this passage tells us to turn away from the ways of the world and turn towards God.  In plain language it means we should spend more time pursuing God than pursuing the world.  Turn off the TV every now and again and spend that hour reading your bible.  Don’t take your advice (counsel) from the world, look to the word and mature Christians.  Don’t do the things the people of the world do.  That is what is meant by do not “stand in the path of sinners.”  God is telling us not to be on their path.  Choose a different path.  That does not just mean don’t sin.  That is a given.  But this passage is not talking about salvation it is teaching living in the blessing.  So God is telling you not to do the things the world does because it is not leading to blessing.  The blessing is in God and in his word.  Spend some time reading the word or reading a book by a Christian.  Listen to a TV preacher right in the middle of the week.  Delight yourself in His word and you will be that tree that is planted near the stream.  It is taller and stronger than other trees.  It bears more fruit and its fruit is sweeter.  Moreover, this tree does not lose its health and vitality.  All it takes is to start spending more time actively pursuing Jesus and less time in the world.  

1812. Thursday, July 10, 2014
The Well Rooted Tree

(From January 8, 2009)

Psalm 1: 4-6

The wicked are not so, but they are like chaff which the wind drives away.

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.

This is the second half of the first Psalm which we read yesterday and it contrasts the consequences for the wicked with the results of the righteous.  Rather than being a living, strong, regal tree firmly planted in good soil, the wicked will have no root.  Any little wind will blow them this way and that and they will have no staying power.  Any success they find will blow away because it is not rooted and grounded.  There will be no substance and they will not be able to stand on the last day.  

The unrighteous spend their time foolishly and they greatly suffer as a consequence.  Let us spend our time in pursuit of the lovely one and let our life find deeper meaning and purpose.  Let us shine before men because the “son” shines on us.  Pursue the Lord with all your might, forsaking not your relationship with the Father and His Holy Spirit.  All heaven and earth shall be your prize.  Do not forsake the God of your youth.  Call upon Him now while he is near.  He will answer.  Draw closer to Him than ever before.  Riches and glory are in Him and most importantly so are peace and love.  Find that for which your heart seeks.  It is all in Him.

1813. Friday, July 11, 2014

A Friend of God

(From January 9, 2009)

Psalm 2: 4

I was crying to the Lord with my voice, and He answered me from His holy mountain.

King David kept God busy.  He was at God’s throne day and night.  He was constantly before the Lord.  And he needed to be.  David was always in one need or another but through his need and reliance on God, they developed one terrific relationship.  David knew that he could go right to God’s holy mountain and get help in a time of need.  He knew that God heard his voice when he talked to Him from his bed.  Every morning and every night, David went before God.  He showed up demanding God’s attention.  That one man could have kept God busy all by himself.  You and I might feel a little pestered by someone like David but do you know what happened between God and David.  They became friends.  Yeah, friends.  Not just God and disciple but close friends and God loved him.  Dare you pester God like David did?  All you have to gain from it is everything, including God’s friendship.  Determine that you are going to pursue God just as relentlessly as David did and soon, in less than a month I would say, you will find yourself starting to express the same confidence in God that David did.  God will answer you every time even if it is just for the two of you to chat.  You will develop such a confidence in God that everything in your life will change. 

1814. Monday, July 14, 2014

John 17: 3

“This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”

Do you want eternal life?  Well, here Jesus gives us the recipe for life eternal.  It is knowing God and knowing Jesus Christ.  Eternal life is not in knowing about God, it is knowing Him personally.  Think about that for a moment.  There are many people who know a lot about God who will not get to enjoy eternity with Him.  There are people who have studied the Bible thoroughly just so they can argue against Him and Christianity.  Those people know a lot about God but they will not attain to eternal life.  Eternal life comes through a relationship with God and with His son, Jesus Christ. 

Those who do not know God will endure eternal death.  What do suppose eternal death to be?  It is separation from God.  God is love and all life is in Jesus so those who are separated from them will endure eternity without love or life.  And did you know that Jesus endured this death for us so that we would never have to taste it?  This is the real price that Jesus paid for us.  For some period of time he was actually separated from God and that was hell.  Do you remember when Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Mark 15: 34)?  God separated Himself from Jesus when the sin of the world came to rest on Jesus.  Look at the Amplified Version’s rendition of this verse, “And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?—which means, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me [deserting Me and leaving Me helpless and abandoned]?  How horrific that must have been for Jesus.  Never in his entire life had he spent a single moment outside of God’s presence.  I am sure it was the most horrible kind of suffering and death that one could ever be put to.
We think of Jesus’ beatings and crucifixion as the high price that he paid but those were trivial in comparison to the real price of being separated from his father.  Jesus was not afraid of anything anyone could do to his body.  He gave us that insight in Matthew 10: 28 when he said, “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  This was a foretelling of the death he would die.  He knew he would go to hell in our place and he knew that to be the true death.  He was taken out of his relationship with his father and made to stand in our place where sin separated us from the love of God.  But Jesus suffered that hell for us and came out with victory over death and the keys to hell in his hand.

To know God is to know love but it is also the source of eternal life.  We are to seek a personal relationship with our father and through that intimate association we gain abundant life and eternity with God.  Get to know God and reap great rewards.

1815. Tuesday, July 15, 2014
Trust in the Name
Psalm 9: 10

NIV
For those who know your name will trust in you, for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek you.

Well, there are two pretty loud messages in this one short passage.  The first one is about knowing the name of God and the confidence that builds in the hearts of His people.  There are several aspects to this first idea.  You know by now that “God” is not our father’s name.  It is only a title.  When you know His real name then naturally your relationship grows with Him as you use that name instead of the antiseptic title which has no familiarity attached to it nor any personal attachment to Him.  People throughout the ages have called every kind of thing “God”.

There is some confusion regarding the accurate name of God but don’t get hung up on that.  The name was hidden for eons and there are language issues but that is just puff and stuff.  You can ask Father what name He wants you to use in your private discussions.  I use the name Yahweh and I am quite comfortable with it though you may learn that YHWH (without the vowels) is certainly accurate if not more so.  Some people use the name Jehovah and that works too.  They are all derivatives of one another.   We do not want to get caught up in Semantics although the study of all of these ancient words is awesome.  I go back to Exodus where Moses asked the Lord who he should say sent him and the Almighty said, “I AM WHO I AM”; “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, “I AM has sent me to you” (Exodus 3: 14).  The Lord’s declaration of I AM is where the name of Yahweh comes from.  It is that idea of He who is, who was, and who always will be.  So that is the first name I use for our Father and using it instead of a title brings me into closer unity with Him.

Secondly, we know that beyond his personal name, the Lord had many descriptive names that He shared with the Israelites.  I cannot go over all of them in this format but there are several books that list and describe the many descriptive names of God.  I personally enjoyed Marilyn Hickey’s book on the names but there are plenty out there to choose from.  One such name is Jehovah –Jireh which means “Our Provider”.  Each of these descriptive names of God provides a greater insight into who He is and His relational positioning with us.  Therefore, each one brings greater confidence and comfort to our hearts. 

Lastly, He, our God and Father, has never forsaken any who have sought Him.  I can testify loudly to this.  When I sought Him, He reached out to me and took hold of me.  When you seek Him, you find Him.  I flew out to California and in typical lawyer fashion I put Him on notice that I was going to that conference to get Him.  He must have laughed out loud but I was serious.  I earnestly sought Him and my life has never been the same.  

1816. Wednesday, July 16, 2014

Digging Holes

Psalm 7: 15 – 16

He who digs a hole and scoops it out falls into the pit he has made.  The trouble he causes recoils on himself; his violence comes down on his on his own head.

At this time of the year every year you can find me watching the Tour de France.  In the first stage of this year’s race one of the best sprinters in the world crashed towards the end of the race and unfortunately was injured and is out of the race.  It was particularly sad because this rider is British and they were racing on British soil.  Moreover, the stage ended that day in his mother’s home town.  It was a potential fairy tale ending that concluded in disaster.  On the slow motion replay one could see that the rider who crashed out had caused the accident by leaning on and pushing another racer.

So often we are the victims of our own malfeasance.  That is how the universe works.  In Galatians 6: 7 we are told, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, the he will also reap.”  Paul writes, God is not mocked.  He told us thousands of years ago that if we dig a pit for others, we are the ones who will be ensnared.  Whatever we sow, that shall we reap. This is a universal principle that cannot be avoided.

The good news is that it works in a positive direction as well.  When you sow peace you reap peace.  When you sow kindness, you reap kindness.  Now you can put this principle to work in your life.  Whatever you need, sow towards it.  Plant a tomato in order to get a tomato.

What you see in your life is a result of the seeds you have sown in the past.  The future is completely predictable.  Your life will reflect the seeds you sow and the words of your mouth because words are also seeds.  So, determine what you want your future to look like and plant those seeds then keep your language consistent with your goals.  God is not mocked.  What He said years ago still holds, whatever you sow, you shall reap so get out there and plant some good seeds.

1817. Thursday, July 17, 2014

Everything You Want

Ephesians 1: 3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.  

We do not exist only in this physical realm.  We actually are living in the spiritual realm at the same time and that is why this verse is so important.  Everything that has ever come into being had to first exist in the spiritual sphere.  Think about that for a moment.  Everything that you have ever seen, every single thing in this world first existed in the world of the Spirit.  So, every time you pray for anything the answer already exists in the spiritual sphere and then it manifests in the physical.  In today’s verse we learn that God, our Father, has already blessed us with everything in the spiritual realm.  Now I know that the verse says that God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing and you might think that means that physical blessings are not included but when you appreciate that everything begins in the spiritual realm and that to God everything is spiritual then you conceive that all blessings of God are, in fact, spiritual blessings.  So when we see the fullness of this verse we perceive that God has already blessed us with everything.  And that makes sense because we know that God has rested from His work.  He has already provided everything we could ever want or need.  There is no lack of anything in heaven.  God has already created utopia.  Once we grasp with our hearts that God has already made full provision for us, that it is all in the spiritual warehouse awaiting our requisitions then we are able to receive everything in full.  

This can radically change your prayer life if you can shift your perspective to embrace the idea that the Lord, our God, has already provided every single thing we could ever think or ask.  The point of Paul writing this passage is to let us know that God has already blessed us and provided for us.  The verse would have so little meaning if it was only about having blessings in heaven.  It is here that we need the blessings of God.  When we get to heaven there is no need.  They are walking on streets of gold up there.  Paul is writing to say that God has already provided for the people who are living on the earth now.  He is trying to convey the enormity of the blessing and he seems to run out of words.  Paul also lets us know that our blessing is in Christ which expresses the extent of the blessing as well as our access.  Paul is encouraging us to bless God because he had a revelation of the fullness of the blessing which has come on us because of Jesus.  We must move our chairs to Paul’s place so that we can see from his perspective.  When we look from his perspective instead of from ours the horizon broadens.  We can read the same words we have read many times before but now we see much more and Paul’s perspective always leads us into closer unity with God.

Celebrate today the reality that God has already blessed you with the fullness of who He is.  Pray to receive all that He has provided for you and bless the Lord.
1818. Friday, July 18, 2014

Wisdom and Life
Proverb 19: 8

He who gets wisdom loves his own soul; he who cherishes understanding prospers.

The implication of this verse is that those of us who do not seek wisdom do not love ourselves.  Why wouldn’t we all seek the wisdom of God, especially when we read that it brings great benefit to our lives?  But then we know that often we are our own worst enemies.  All wisdom is in God and He is our own Father.  He desires to lead us by His wisdom so that our lives will prosper and be at peace.

The secret, if there is one, to a good life is a life lived in Christ.  That life, though, requires seeking God and His advice.  His wisdom is a free gift for all who ask but there is something in us that prevents our asking even when we understand with our minds that our self-interest is furthered when we obtain God’s insights.  The Bible is filled with the wisdom of God and yet I wonder if we treasure it as we might.  If we really understood the value of the wisdom that is contained in the Bible we would voraciously devour it.  The daily devotion to the Word and to prayer is not a duty.  It is bread, life and prosperity.  Those who love themselves will pursue wisdom and it will serve them well.

1819. Monday, July 21, 2014

In His Arms

Psalm 27: 10

For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord will take me up.

Have your ever felt forsaken?  Almost everyone feels some level of abandonment or rejection at some point in their lives.  If you have gone through a divorce you may have suffered through feelings of abandonment.  Maybe a parent was not completely present for you or their death left you feeling like an orphan.  One can experience these feelings either from a spouse, parent, boyfriend or girlfriend.  You might have even gone through a period when you felt all of your friends abandoned you.  You may even feel abandoned by your children.  The point is that most everyone goes through a period where they at least felt abandoned and certainly there are real instances of abandonment.  These feelings of rejection can be devastating and have lifelong implications.  They are not only life altering but life determinative by which I mean that if one has experienced deep feelings of abandonment at a young age they may never develop into the person that God created them to be.  Their lives could be determined by the injury rather than by the blessing of God.  That is a great loss.

There is great news though.  No matter how devastated we have felt, we have never been orphaned, never once left alone or forsaken.  At every one of those uncomfortable bends in the road the Lord, our God and Father, has been standing there with His arms open.  Actually that is an understatement.  He wasn’t just waiting for us to jump into His arms but rather He was carrying us.  In the midst of our pain we may not have felt His love and support but it was there as was He.

Can you remember instances in your life when you felt the deep pain of abandonment and rejection?  If you will mentally and emotionally go back to those times and this time see your Holy Father there embracing you, you can rectify the damage that those injuries caused you.  You do not have to go along all your life carrying the hurt from parents or other loved ones who did not meet your needs.  You can be fully healed and restored.  You are not alone and you never have been, not even for an instant.  Your heavenly father has been ever present and ever loving.  Fill those voids with the love that knows no bounds.  Reach out for the love that heals.

It is tragic to see a life not only unfulfilled but tainted by hurts suffered.  So many people continue to bear the scars and battle wounds when there is healing available.  What’s worse is that we remain susceptible to further injury when we do not allow healing to take place.  Even worse, we pass those injuries onto our children and other loved ones.  There is no need when we have a father who is full of love and grace and has healing in His hands.  Embrace the loving hands of the father and allow Him to take all the hurts away.

1820. Tuesday, July 22, 2014
Fear Not

Job 3: 25

“For what I fear comes upon me, and what I dread befalls me.

Boy!  We can get a revelation from this passage.  I was looking at John 14: 27 today and Jesus said that he was leaving his peace for us.  That is great but that is not all he said.  He also said for us not to let our hearts be troubled or fearful.  He left his peace here for us to have as our own but the other side of that coin is that we have to make a determined decision not to allow fear to remain in our hearts.  

Part of the reason that Jesus doesn’t want fear in our hearts is because he knows that we attract those things which we allow to reside in our hearts.  If there is something that we dread we actually end up meditating on it and what we meditate on is what we draw to our lives.  Job certainly learned this lesson the hard way but we can be wise and learn from his mistake.  Job learned that fear takes root in your life and then it manifests.  So although Jesus just made a couple of short remarks about being fearful it is really a very important lesson.  That’s the way it is with Jesus’ statements.  He wasn’t wordy so you have to pay attention the first time he says something and in these few words he was trying to teach us the Job lesson.  Do not allow fear to take up residence in your life because whatever you are afraid of you will attract.  Jesus apparently thought that we could do something about fearful and troubled hearts.  He would not have told us to do something that we did not have the ability to do.  So let us take to heart this lesson from Job’s life.  Cast the fear out of your life.  Let not your heart be troubled or fearful.  Receive from the Lord His perfect peace.
1821. Wednesday, July 23, 2014

Sowing to the Spirit

Galatians 6: 8

For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.

This verse makes our choice pretty plain.  We have only to decide what we want and then pursue it.  The question we need to answer is, “What does it mean to sow to the flesh and to sow to the Spirit?”

There are many ways we can sow to the flesh and not all of them are bad.  For example, if you are sowing towards someone else’s fleshly needs then you are really sowing spiritual seeds and will reap bountifully from the Spirit of God.  It is the sowing towards our own gratification that gets us into trouble.  When we ignore the needs of others and obsess on all of the things that we want we reap corruption.  God wants you to have everything that you need and want but He wants to be the source of those things.  We are supposed to sow towards the kingdom and allow Him to take care of our earthly needs.  It is when we have our eyes on ourselves and are doing God’s job instead of ours that we really run afoul of His will.  

The obvious ways that we sow to the Spirit are studying God’s Word and prayer.  Through those two practices we develop our ability to be led by the Spirit of God.  Once you are comfortable following God’s leading you find that He leads you into sowing all kinds of spiritual seeds.  Giving to God’s works, helping a stranger or praying for others are all ways that you sow seeds into God’s kingdom.  As you continue to follow Him, He will show you many ways that you can bless other people and through that you are storing up treasure that will rain down on you.  As we spend time being quiet before the Lord He teaches us ways to sow to the Spirit and when we do sow to the Spirit, God’s kids are blessed and we reap eternal life.

As you go through today observe where life leads you.  Are you encountering increasing ways to sow spiritual seeds or is almost every action in your life designed to further your interests, needs or wants?  Are there additional ways that you can sow to the Spirit?  The more you journey with the Holy Spirit the more you will learn His ways.  He loves to bless you but you may find that the greater fun is blessing Him and you can, you know.  Every time you set your eyes and will on Kingdom goals, every time you go out of your way to bless God’s children you bless the Spirit of God and I don’t think you will ever find anything more gratifying than blessing the Holy Spirit.  So ask the Holy Spirit in your prayers today how you can sow more into Him.  I am sure that He will give you some opportunities.

1822. Thursday, July 24, 2014

Good from Bad

Revelation 1: 9

I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos, because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.
The devil likes to mess with folks but he still has not figured out that whatever he does God turns it around for our good.  You would think that when he crucified Christ and it turned out to be the greatest thing ever he would have learned his lesson but no, he keeps making the same mistakes.  The devil connived and plotted to shut down the Apostle Paul and we got 2/3 of the New Testament as a result.  Still he didn’t learn.  He tried to kill John but John could not be killed.  So the devil conspired to have him exiled to the island of Patmos.  Thank you Satan!  God gave John the greatest revelation of all time.  And lucky for us, John wrote it down.

So what is my point?  Don’t worry about the challenges the devil puts in your path because God takes those things and turns them to your advantage.  When we have a broader view we gain a whole new perspective.  With this perspective we perceive that Satan’s ploys turn out to the good for us because God takes his ploy and turns it around for us.  Just think about the New Testament.  If Satan had not conspired to get both Paul and John off of the speaking circuit we would not have most of the New Testament.  

So, when the devil attacks you, don’t panic.  Extend your trust to the Lord and allow Him to turn those things around for you.  Don’t confess the problem (which is the work of Satan) but rather confess the glorious miracle working power of the Lord and you will see everything turn around to your benefit.  The devil cannot steal from us if we will take him to task over it.  Expect good to come from what the devil means for ill because that is what God does.
1823. Friday, July 25, 2014

Did You Receive

Acts 19: 2

And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  And they said to him, “No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.”

Paul visited Ephesus and found some believers there.  In fact, verse one says that he found “disciples” in Ephesus.  He must have been well pleased to find believers there.  I imagine that they exchanged stories and that they told him about all they were learning and experiencing.  Then Paul asks them this significant question.  Do you know about the Holy Spirit, have you received the Holy Spirit?  Here was a group of believers but they knew nothing about the Holy Spirit.  They didn’t even know there was such a thing as the Holy Spirit but they sure had the right person there to teach them.  
Reading this passage made me wonder if there are modern day believers who know little to nothing about the Holy Spirit and of course, the more things change, the more they stay the same.  The New Testament believers first had to learn about the world after the coming of the Messiah.  That was a big book by itself but there was a whole other chapter that they needed.  I have said before that this is the third age of discovery.  The Old Testament is mostly about the father.  The gospels are mostly about Jesus, the Messiah but as Jesus began to transition out of the earth, he began to speak to his disciples about the coming of the third age, the age of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit was promised in the Old Testament but it took Jesus to bring him into the earth.  Now we come to know the Father and the Holy Spirit through the person of the Lord Jesus.

So the question is posed to us, “Have we received the Holy Spirit since we believed?”  This passage shows us that once we become believers we still have to receive the Holy Spirit.  Some people debate about receiving the Holy Spirit but if you ask me, it is a fruitless debated.  We debate and argue about some of the silliest things.  The thing we need to know is that it only takes an invitation to the Holy Spirit for him to come live with you.  Why not ask him everyday to fill your life and your day?  Let’s not get tied up in useless theology.  The advice we get from both Paul and Jesus is to receive the Holy Spirit and so that is all that we need to focus on.  Receive all that the Holy Spirit has for you every day and you will surely be blessed.

1824. Monday, July 28, 2014
Extraordinary Success

Daniel 6: 1 – 3

It seemed good to Darius to appoint 120 satraps over the kingdom, that they should be in charge of the whole kingdom and over them three commissioners (of whom Daniel was one), that these satraps might be accountable to them, and that the king might not suffer loss.  Then this Daniel began distinguishing himself among the commissioners and satraps because he possessed an extraordinary spirit and the king planned to appoint him over the entire kingdom.

The Israelites have been carried off into captivity once again, this time at the hands of the Babylonians.  When they were first taken into captivity the then king, Nebuchadnezzar, ordered that some of the youths of Israel should be groomed for service to the king and David was among those selected.  Now Darius is king.  Darius is organizing his command structure.  One hundred and twenty satraps were appointed over the kingdom.  We can think of them as governors or provincial rulers.  These one hundred and twenty governors were accountable to three commissioners and the three commissioners reported directly to King Darius.  David’s appointment to a commissioner position is remarkable in itself but even among the commissioners he stood out.  The scripture records his great success as due to the remarkable spirit he possessed.  We know who this remarkable spirit is.  He is the Holy Spirit of God and we too can avail ourselves of his divine assistance.  You see, Daniel was an outstanding man but his extraordinary talent was not innate.  It was born of his close walk with the Spirit.  To my way of thinking this in no way diminishes the greatness of Daniel.  In fact, it elevates him in my mind because Daniel learned how to walk according to the Spirit which is a phenomenal accomplishment in any age but amazingly and incredibly so before the coming of Messiah.  

This is the same Daniel that was thrown into a pit of lions and survived.  He is the same Daniel who had three good friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah whom we know better by their Babylonian names, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  Daniel hung out with guys who walked through a fiery furnace without getting even the smell of smoke on their clothes while the people that threw them into the furnace were burned up.  What gave these young men their incredible power?  They possessed an extraordinary spirit.  

Okay, I am willing to accept that explanation.  How about you?  We know that with God, truly, all things are possible.  I can fathom the Holy Spirit being the secret to this awesome power at work in the lives of these young men.  Here is the problem though.  You and I have this same Holy Spirit.  In fact, we are living in the age of the Holy Spirit.   Only after Jesus came and left was the Holy Spirit sent.  It was only through Jesus’ victory that the age of the Holy Spirit was ushered in.  The promised outpouring of the Spirit occurred well after these young men walked the earth.  Now, because of what Jesus did, the Holy Spirit accepts our invitation and comes to live inside us.  That never happened before.  So, that means that we have greater access to the Holy Spirit than did Daniel and his friends.  Since they did not have the Holy Spirit indwelling them as we can today, what made these captives who had few resources more powerful than most of us today?

I believe the answer can be found in the tenth verse of chapter six where, referring to Daniel, it reads, “and he continued kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God.”  Daniel spent a lot of time seeking God and giving thanks and I presume his friends were like minded.  I do not preach a doctrine of works, far from it, but I cannot deny that there is something that happens within us when we spend time with the Father.  I am not saying that God will reward you with miracles if you will spend sufficient time in prayer.  All of God’s gifts are free.  We didn’t have to do anything to earn the greatest gift so we do not have to earn the others.  None the less, prayer causes a change.  We build up ourselves and our spirits when we spend time in prayer and in the presence of God.

We talked recently about sowing to the Spirit.  It is basic logic to conclude that if we want to reap from the Spirit we must first sow to the Spirit.  Said differently, if we wish to reap spiritual benefits we must sow spiritual seeds.  To me that is as simple as saying, if you want tomatoes, plant tomato seeds.  Don’t expect tomatoes if you put cucumber seeds in the ground.  Look at what you want, at what you need and then sow that type of seed.  But let us take our thoughts one step further.  There is nothing in this earth or universe that did not begin in the spiritual realm.  Even the tomato began in the mind of God who then communicated His thought to Jesus and the Holy Spirit and commissioned them to bring His vision into being.  They then created the tomato in the realm of the Spirit and manifested it into the physical.  That is how everything comes into being.  Therefore, we, who have a pipeline to God, can go right to the source of creation and have all our needs met.  When we spend time with our Holy Father, He shows us how to create the answers we need.  He teaches us how to walk hand in hand with the Holy Spirit so that miracles become everyday occurrences.  This is God’s plan for us.  He promised the outpouring of the Holy Spirit thousands of years ago looking forward to this day when He could teach us how to live and walk as He does.  It is His Garden of Eden plan, the way that Adam and Eve were supposed to walk and work.  This is the life of abundance that Jesus was tasked with bringing into the earth.  It is here now and we can walk in it even more powerfully than Daniel and his friends.  It is all at your fingertips.  It is in your next breadth.  There is nothing you cannot have, nothing you cannot do.  Just spend time with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and let them lead you.

1825. Tuesday, July 29, 2014
Snakes and Stones or Fish and Bread

Matthew 7: 7 – 11

“Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it shall be opened.  Or what man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone?  Or what if he shall ask for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he?  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!”

I know this is a very familiar passage of scripture but it bears looking at again and again.  And even though it is well known I am unconvinced that it has really sunk into the hearts of believers.

We begin with the entreaty of Christ himself telling us to ask the Father for those things we seek.  He would have no need to tell the people to make requests to God if they were already doing it.  Moreover, Jesus knew well that the words he spoke while on the earth were not only for the people of that era but also for us.  There is an emphatic plea in Jesus’ tone as he tried to encourage the Jews of then and us today to take our petitions to the Lord, our God.  

Ask, he says, and you will receive.  Clearly the people were not asking but the important underlying point is that they did not ask because they did not believe God would answer.  That is why Jesus went on to explain God’s willingness to answer prayer by comparing Him to an earthly parent.  Surely, even a half-way decent parent would not give a child a snake in response to a request for a fish or a stone in place of bread and yet followers of Yahweh don’t even give Him that much credit.  We have failed to recognize Him as a loving parent.  Jesus calls us to look at ourselves and compare ourselves with the God and Father who created us.  If we are virtuous enough to give our children that which is good how is it that we do not believe that our heavenly Father is virtuous enough to care for us?  In our comparison somehow we subconsciously arrive at the conclusion that God is not a good parent.  The result is that we don’t bother to ask because we do not believe that He will answer.

As I read this I am forced to ask myself if I believe Jesus.  What was Jesus’ purpose in speaking these words?  Is this just theology or is he trying to compel us to really treat God as a father?  Does Jesus think that the comparison of God to an earthly parent is rational?  And does he really believe that if you and I ask God for something that God will actually provide for us?  Will God provide for me as He provided for Jesus?

As I sit here I invite you to join me in thinking about what you really want and what you really need.  What is in your heart today?  Is it something in the physical realm or something intangible?  Can you imagine yourself seated at the kitchen table with your father God?  What would you say to Him about this need or desire you have?  Can you see Him as a loving parent who wishes to meet your needs and who also loves to bless you with gifts?

So much theology is put to right when we receive a revelation of God’s love.  When we come to understand His heart and His deep love for us then all the pieces begin to fall into place.  We have to shake off this idea of Him as a distant and removed God and get a revelation of Him as a loving parent.  That is what Jesus tried to reveal to us and he is emphatic that we should treat God as a parent by asking, seeking and knocking.  We have Jesus’ word that we will receive, the door will be opened and we will find that which we seek.  Move outside of your experience and your philosophy today and attempt to hear what Jesus is saying.  Sit with him and let him minister the nuance and implications of the words as well as their literal meaning.  There is something important in this passage that Jesus is trying to convey to you today.  Require him to give you the fullness of its meaning.
1826. Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Free for the Asking

James 1: 5

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

There is not one among us who does not, at some time, lack wisdom but we have good news delivered to us by Jesus’ brother James.  James walked out his beliefs through experience with God and Jesus.  James wasn’t always a believer.  Once James, along with Jesus’ other brothers went to seize him and take him home because they thought he was out of his mind (Mark 3: 21).  But James watched and listened and he became a pillar of the church.  He learned the ways of God even though he began in doubt and unbelief.  Therefore, when James speaks, we can trust that he came by his knowledge through experience with the Christ.  When he tells us that we can receive wisdom freely from our Father then we can trust that he knew what he was talking about because James lived it.  The first step to receiving wisdom from God is believing that God will give it to you.  Hopefully having James the unbelieving tell you from his own experience that God gives wisdom freely resolves the first problem.  

The second part is hearing God.  Sometimes our receptors malfunction and though God is giving His wisdom freely and generously we can’t receive it.  Here is a technique that I use to help me see through God’s eyes.  I counsel myself.  More accurately, I imagine someone else with my problem and think about what I would tell them if I was advising them.  In this way I advise myself but with the wisdom of God because with this technique I find it quite easy to receive the wisdom of God.  Another method I use is to picture myself seated at a table with God.  I explain the situation to Him and then I look at Him and hear what He says about it.  This level of focus helps me to receive His wisdom because it takes the pressure off of me to “hear” the voice of God.  I just look at this scenario I have set, see myself there with Father and just listen to what He says to the me in the image.  

One other thing that helps me sometimes is to get a new perspective.  Move out of yourself and see yourself and your situation through someone else’s eyes or from their view.  It’s like stepping back from the situation and viewing it from a third person perspective.  Sometimes we are so close to a situation that we cannot see, so it helps to move away.  And here is one last little trick that I often use.  Picture yourself standing on the moon looking down at the earth.  What do you see?  Do some global issues take on a different appearance from out there?  Now, can you zoom into your world?  Look at your environment.  What is really important there?  Are you spending your energy on the things that are most important?  If you and God could sit there together and look at your life with this perspective what, if anything, would you do differently?  Which problems no longer look so big?

I believe these techniques will help you to relax and gain the Father’s perspective and wisdom.  We try so hard to hear Him sometimes that we block the flow.  He is happy to lead you by His wisdom so take every little and large situation to Him and let Him show you His way.

1827. Thursday, July 31, 2014

The Hour is Late

Romans 13: 11
NIV
And do this, understanding the present time.  The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.

Awaken O mighty church of the living god.  The time is at hand.  This is the awaited hour.  God is on the move and calling for His soldiers, the disciples of Jesus, to arise and establish the Kingdom of God in the earth.  God has given us the tools.  He gave us the Son and the Holy Spirit.  He has saved our lives by grace.  He has sent His messengers, the prophets, teachers and pastors to arm us for this age.  There is nothing left for God to do.  The call has gone out, “Arise!  Awaken!  Your time is at hand.”

You have been called by the Almighty to a great and glorious work.  Shake off the everyday humdrum existence and look out upon the horizon.  The army of God is assembling and you are part of this great and mighty force.  Jesus bought you, saved you and redeemed you for this day.  You are the hand of the Lord, the voice, the heart.  Arise!  Cast off your bedclothes for the voice of the Lord is calling out your name.  Can you hear Him?  

God saved you because you asked Him.  He saved you because He loves you but it does not end there.  He called you even before you had a heart for Him.  Your receipt of salvation was the acceptance of His call to you.  You have been ordained for this time; to be a mighty force for the Kingdom of God.  God did not send Jesus into the earth to save us only so that we might spend eternity with Him.  He sent salvation into the earth while we are still living here so that we might partner with Him to accomplish His great purposes.  Your salvation is not just for the end times; it is very loudly for today.  God had a purpose for salvation and it was not so that we can continue to live carnal lives, lives that look very much like our lives before we were saved.  If Jesus’ sacrifice and the resultant salvation was only about our lives in eternity then God could have chosen an after-death time of choice for us.  Salvation came into the earth so that we could do something with it while we are here.  We are to be alive to Christ now.  Rise up, Paul says.  Awaken from your slumber.  This day, today, is THE day of salvation.  This is the day that God marked for His children to awaken and become the active and powerful body of Christ.  

We must each live our lives as alive to Christ.  What does that mean?  Well, it may well be a question that each of us must take up with the Father but at one level it must mean that the lives we now live in this fleshly body are lived to and for Christ; that our relationship with the Lord is the most important thing in our lives.  Furthermore, this dedication to the Lord and Father must show in our everyday existence.  Our lives are to be more that earthly work and recreation.  Our priority for Christ should be something we cannot hide.  Our lives should be consumed with doing the work of Christ through love and the power of the Holy Spirit.  I am not teaching a works doctrine. I am preaching a heart decision; a decision to answer the call on your life.  Up ‘til now we’ve been in training but it is time for us to graduate and get out in the world and bring the power of God forward.  It is time for global unification around the person of Jesus forsaking useless doctrinal debate.

What would it look like if all who profess to be followers of Christ would all at once stand up?  Can you imagine looking at the body from outer-space and seeing it arise?  No longer are we isolated and cut off from the hearts of other believers.  The job of the Kingdom is too big for us individually but together we are a mighty force.  We have only to hearken to the call and awaken.  Visualize the body of Christ rising from its slumber.  Each one of us is an important part of that body.  Even if you are only a toe in the body of Christ imagine the body without that toe.  We may stumble and fall without you.  Today is the day.  Let us all lift our voices in harmony answer the voice of our Lord.  This is the day.  This is the hour.  Awaken from your slumber and arise.
1828. Friday, August 1, 2014
Dwelling in the Presence

Genesis 3: 8

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day.

As I read through the Bible one thing keeps being impressed on me and that is that God has always longed for close, personal fellowship with us.  That idea begins with today’s passage.  Imagine living in the Garden of Eden and in the evening God comes to walk along the garden path with you.  Doesn’t that sound idyllic?  Well, God’s original intention for the earth was for it to be a perfect garden where we could enjoy His company.  Unfortunately, we spoiled the garden.

All through the Bible you see God return to this idea of living with His people.  In 1 Kings 6: 13 we witness God expressing this very idea saying, “I will live among the Israelites and will not abandon my people Israel.”  When he saved the people from their captivity in Egypt He went along with them, leading them day and night by His presence.  He was in the cloud.  He was in the fire.  He was their rear guard as well as their guiding light.  Later He told Moses to “let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them” (Exodus 25: 8).  Then He gave them the instructions for building the Ark of the Covenant.  And His presence came and rested in the Ark and with the people.  

Time marches on and King David sits on the throne.  Finally there is peace in the land and David has a desire in his heart to build a temple for God but God forbids David from building the temple because he, being a man of war, has too much blood on his hands.  So, his son, Solomon builds the temple.  In 1 Kings 8 we read about the dedication of the temple.  These interesting words appear in verse 10: “When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the Lord.  And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled his temple.”  Again God came to live among His people.  

This recurrent theme does not end with the Old Testament saints, however, nor with the Israelites because we have now become the temple of the Most High.  “For we are the temple of the living God; even as God said, I will dwell in and with and among them and will walk in and with and among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be My people” (2 Corinthians 6: 16).  

God has not changed.  His long held desire has been to live with His kids.  Ever since the Garden of Eden God has longed to be in close proximity with us both physically and emotionally.  He has made us His temple so that He can be with us everywhere we go.  And again, as in 1 Kings 8, He wants to fill His temple with His presence.

Today He wants to walk in the cool of the day with you.  He longs to chat with you and hear what is on your heart.  He deeply desires fellowship with you.  This revelation will prevent you from ever being lonely again.  You have a close and abiding friend and He is the Lord of creation.  So, let us all stop thinking of God as high and removed.  Don’t imagine Him far away in the cosmos.  He is in the room with you right now.  He is as close as your next breath.  Begin to talk with Him as your best friend.  It will change your life.
1829. Monday, August 4, 2014
Praying the Will of God

2 Chronicles 30: 18

NIV

Although most of the many people who came from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun had not purified themselves, yet they at the Passover, contrary to what was written.  But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, “May the Lord, who is good, pardon everyone who sets his heart on seeking God – the Lord, the God of his fathers – even if he is not clean according to the rules of the sanctuary.”  And the Lord heard Hezekiah and healed the people.
At first glance it appears that Hezekiah convinced God to do something for the people that He was otherwise either not thinking of Himself or had no intention to do.  Let us look at this story through different eyes today and I believe we will see the dynamic of working with God open up before us.

God has always wanted to and offered to lead His people both individually and collectively.  This passage reveals the prayers of Hezekiah who was, in fact, the king and a man of God.  He called the people back to God, called them back to worshipping Him but the people had wandered so far that there were not even enough ceremonially clean priests to perform the rites.  Hezekiah witnessed the people partaking of the feast without being clean.  For the moment let us leave aside the prophetic nuances here that reflect forward thousands of years to us being unclean and partaking of the lamb and just look at this event on its surface.

God saw the people’s actions just as clearly as did Hezekiah.  God didn’t judge them, though, and rain fire down from heaven.  What did He do?  He spoke to Hezekiah’s heart and led Him to pray for the people so that He could rain forgiveness down upon them.  So many people have an image of a vengeful and angry Old Testament God and because of this preset in the minds of people they miss the gentle kindness that was actually present.  God knew how to handle the situation so He spoke to His anointed one and just had Him pray.  It was that simple.  The problem was taken care of in an instant.

This story is significant because it reveals the true heart of God which is and always has been to help His people but also because it is a pattern for today.  God is still working the same way.  He sees the problems and He knows the solution.  He wants to send soothing comfort to His people but He so often cannot find anyone who will pray.  You see, the earth and the heavens were created by God and He owned it all but He gave the earth to humans and He gave us the authority for its administration.  Although God is sovereign that does not mean that He is without restraint.  He is Holy and because He is Holy and cannot lie He must abide by the rules that He has set out.  That means that He cannot intervene where He has delegated His authority.  That shouldn’t be a big problem for Him, though, because He has thousands of us to pray, inviting Him into situations, right?  Well, there you see the problem we have faced.  This is not a new problem but is a persistent one.  In the second verse of Isaiah 50 we find this lament from God, “Why was there no man when I came?  When I called, why was there none to answer?  Is my hand so short that it cannot ransom?  Or have I no power to deliver?”  God, through the prophet Isaiah, is lamenting the times that He could not find someone like Hezekiah who would be His earthly partner and follow His leading.  

There is a really large lesson in here for modern day believers.  We can see through this example that there is a role that we are to play in the administration of the earth.  We are God’s partners in the earth.  We pray and He then answers.  How is He supposed to send prayer answers if someone does not first pray?  As the Apostle Paul taught, helping us to pray is one of the significant roles of the Holy Spirit. “For we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;” (Romans 8: 26).   Another translation reads, “... But the Spirit intercedes along with our groans that cannot be expressed in words, (God’s Word Translation).  God sent an intermediary to help us with our part of the equation.  When we put all of these pieces together we begin to see the picture emerge of how we are supposed to function in the earth and what our role is.  Our prayer time, so often, has become nothing more than a “bless me” session but that is not as it should be.  We are each powerful warriors in the elite forces of God’s army.  We are each strategically placed.  As we understand this dynamic and open up our hearts and ears God will, through the Holy Spirit, lead us into what to pray even as He did Hezekiah in today’s passage.  From there an avenue of God’s power and mercy is opened up in the earth.

God wants to send healing, forgiveness and blessing into the earth and into the lives of people that we each know.  Each of us provides that portal when we hearken to the voice of our Lord and pray as He leads.  Get a revelation of what a prayer life can and should be.  See yourself as a key logistical asset in the Kingdom of God.  You may not have been able to imagine how significant you are but hopefully as you meditate on the effect of Hezekiah’s obedience and on his partnership with God you will begin to see the great influence you can extend in the earth.  God is just looking for a few folks who will pray His prayers.
1830. Tuesday, August 5, 2014

The Essential Prayer

2 Samuel 7: 18

Then David the king went in and sat before the Lord, and he said, “Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that You have brought me this far?

I would like to continue some thoughts on prayer from yesterday’s devotional.  Prayer is an interesting topic because everyone knows what prayer is and yet doesn’t seem completely comfortable with their knowledge.  All across the country and the world ministers continue to teach on prayer, as did Jesus, because there is so much room for deeper insights.

I like this passage from David because David asks such a basic question, one that probably most people think about at some point in the relationship with God.  Who am I, Lord?  Another way to think of this is, who am I in relation to you?  What is my standing with you, Lord and why do you even show me such kindness?  When I wish to study this mystery of an interpersonal relationship with the Lord of Hosts I most often turn to David.  He loved God and God actually called him “friend”.  Yet, David pondered these same questions that we too stumble over.
When we say the prayer of salvation acceptance and confess Jesus as our Lord and savior a new creature and a new life is born.  We are born anew and begin a journey of transformation with our Lord.  Being born again is far from the end.  It is supposed to be a beginning.  We accept discipleship to the Lord Jesus and begin to allow ourselves to become unified with him.  This is a fascinating process and not all together easy or comfortable at times, which brings me back to prayer.  

The most powerful prayer we can ever pray is a prayer of submission.  In that prayer we can even daily ask the Lord this important question, “Who am I?”  Perhaps the question we really want to ask, though, is, “Who am I becoming?”  This can be a challenging question, but I know the answer.  We are called to allow ourselves to manifest the beautiful creation that God first created.  You were made in the very image of Christ himself but as we live in this world that perfect child begins to take on the corruption and taint of the world.  That is not to say that you are corrupt but rather that the things of this world get on us and they can be difficult to shake off.  Jesus, though, has come to our rescue.  He has saved us out of the mire of this world and given us a beautiful new garment.  That sounds great, and it is true but how many of you know that there is a transition period?  That is why the scripture says, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3: 18). 
There is a period of time wherein we allow the transformation to take place within us so that we become the version of ourselves that God saw in the beginning.  You will not be changed into someone else.  You are just expected to allow the Holy Spirit to work out the transformation within you that reveals the glorious you.  We are transformed from glory to glory, from one little success to another.  It is a process.  It would be great if the Holy Spirit just swept into our hearts and recreated us into that perfect manifestation of Jesus but that is not how it works.  None of the three persons of the trinity are ever going to do anything within you without your permission and your participation.  Furthermore, transformation does not come from God waving a spiritual wand.  As I said, transformation is a process.  A caterpillar does not transform into a butterfly in an instant.  Now, here is the key piece of information.  We are in charge of this personal metamorphosis.  We are the captains of this ship.  God is not going to change you while you sleep.  I wish it worked that way.  Instead this is a process of conscious surrender and determined purpose.  We have to be dedicated to this process and we must put the car in gear.  Having so done, God always supplies the power.  This is where prayer at its most basic and perhaps most powerful level is engaged.  We must go to the Father in our prayer time and ask for Him to change us.  We must prayerfully surrender all of our idols, whether they be our ego, previous injuries and the subsequent scars, our protective walls, our schedules and everything else that would interfere with the transformation process.

This is essential Christianity.  It is so easy to get caught up in all of the business of modern life and fail to recognize that Christianity is far more than a one-time prayer.  It is not about receiving salvation and accepting the Lordship of Christ in a singular prayer and then never allowing that lordship to impact our lives.  Our prayer lives could be much better spent if, instead of praying for our needs, we humbled ourselves before the Almighty and asked Him, “Who am I?  Who have you created me to be?  Father, I beseech thee, transform me into the image of that vision you have had for me since the dawn of time.”  Then we must stop, listen and be honest with ourselves.  God will meet you on this sacred ground.  He does want to change you and although that sounds very uncomfortable, the truth of it is healing.  God will restore you to that healed and perfect you.

As you think about prayer today or when you enter your prayer time think of what significant and important conversation you can have with the Lord.  You have the ear of the Almighty; do you really want to talk about trivialities?  Look into the heart of God and your own heart and begin to pray this most powerful prayer, “Help me, Lord, to be changed.  Help me to embrace this transformation process so that I can be a disciple of yours and follow you wherever you lead.”

1831. Wednesday, August 6, 2014

Christian Leadership

Romans 15: 1 – 2
NIV

We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves.  Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.

This is one of my least favorite scriptures in the Bible.  I can hear that voice in the back of my head saying, “So ... you think you are a strong Christian, do you?  Well, here is what strong, mature Christians do.”  Then I look at my life and I am not sure that I measure up and it causes my heart to seize.  

This was written by the Apostle Paul who learned these lessons himself.  Then, as though, he just didn’t have time to soften his expression he unleashes this teaching upon us all.  One gets the sense from his tone that this is something very important but also urgent.  The church was growing by leaps and bounds but there was no leadership in place.  Everyone was new so they had to grow up fast and Paul was the leader in teaching spiritual maturity. 

I feel that same sense of urgency today.  We are living in the closing chapters of the story and the time is short.  I do not believe that we can afford the casual Christianity of our past.  We must each put on our big boy pants and grow in the things of the Kingdom.  I know that I fall short of the mark but as I look around I am convinced that I am not alone.  We have played around with our Christian faith and used it as a convenience rather than adopting it as a lifestyle.  Now Paul is calling us to higher ground.  Awaken!  The time is at hand for all of the children of God to grow into spiritual maturity.

There are three clear mandates in this short passage.  Each one of them is a message unto itself but you will have to preach those three messages to yourself since this format does not lend itself to that level of comprehensiveness.  First, there is a recognition that there are those who are weak and whose weakness is seen by their spiritual failings, chief among these failings is their inability to live up to this passage.  There is an assumption that we are not one of the weak but rather the strong.  Everyone was new and weak at one time but by now we should have grown up a bit.  So, the first admonition is the carry your brother who is not yet able to stand for himself, bear him up on your shoulders.  This necessarily precludes our judging them, by the way.

Second, we are not to spend our energies pleasing ourselves.  How, then, do we spend our effort?  First in supporting those who are weak and secondly in the third admonition; please your neighbor building him up as you do.  We really are not supposed to have ourselves on our minds all of the time.  Our thoughts are not to be consumed with our perceived wants and needs.  It is God’s job to meet all your needs and you know how to pray.  So, you say your prayers thanking God for meeting all of your needs today and then that is the last time you have to think of your needs.  Now you can use your mental and physical power meeting the needs of others.  You have it in your power to bless others.  What are you doing with that power?  Look around you.  What are the needs of your family members and friends?  How can you be a blessing?  Are there those at work who could use a spiritually mature person to help them?  Of course there are.  Everywhere you look today are people you could bless if you should choose to do so.  

It is time for us to go to the next level of growth.  Are you with me?

1832. Thursday, August 7, 2014

Remedy for Trouble
Psalm 27: 4

One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to meditate in His temple.

I have used this verse before but the Lord led me to it today and He showed me some new insights which I would like to share.  First, though, let us look at the NIV version of it; “One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.”  This psalm, not surprisingly, was written by David.  As I read it today I reflected on all the trouble that David had to deal with.  In order to really put this verse in perspective you should read the whole psalm or at least the verse before it and the verse after it. Both the preceding verse and the following verse reveal suffering and concerns of David.  In the midst of those challenges, though, David focused on his Lord and God.

David experienced tribulation from every angle.  His family was a clear thorn in his side.  When we first learn about David his father has neglected to present him to the prophet Samuel who approached Jesse saying that one of his son’s would be king and that he, Samuel, had travelled there to anoint the chosen one.  Then we see him at the battle lines with the Philistines.  David’s brothers were serving in the army and his father sent him to deliver bread and grain to them.  When David volunteered to fight Goliath the scripture records that his oldest brother became angry with him and insulted David.  Later in life his own sons betrayed him, sought to kill him and take the throne.  His wife hotly criticized him for his dancing before the Lord the day they brought the Ark to the city.  

Then there is the whole conflict with Saul.  David began his relationship with Saul when Saul asked that David be sent to him in order to play musical instruments and sing for him.  David served Saul faithfully.  He even refused to kill the tormenting Saul when on several occasions it appeared that God had delivered him into David’s hands.  He was devoted to Saul but Saul persecuted him.  Isn’t that the way of things?

All of these torments were by the people that loved David.   Can you imagine how painful this was for David?  And supposedly these were not even his foes but rather his friends, his family.  But David had other trials too.  First as a warrior and then as king David knew what it meant to have many enemies.  There is no author who wrote about being surrounded by enemies as much as did David and there is no author who is more inspiring in his expressions of trusting the Lord through the trials.

Imagine yourself surrounded on every side by enemies and then add to that all of the betrayal by friends and family.  That is the context in which David writes these inspired words.  I believe that he is saying that the only way for him to survive this turmoil is to put his eyes fixedly on the Lord.  David’s response to these attacks was to run into the presence of the Lord.  In this context re-read today’s verse.  Can you see that David learned that the only way to deal with the enemies and challenges of life is to dwell in the presence of God?  I doubt that any of us has ever been under more intense pressure than was David and this is the way God taught him to not only survive all of the threats but to triumph.  It is no accident, either, that no other Old Testament author speaks about the Holy Spirit as insightfully or as often as does David.  He learned that the only way to deal with these kinds of overwhelming problems is to focus all of your life energy on the Lord.  You cannot fight all of the battles.  You could never have the strength.  And you certainly cannot win.  There is only one solution.  Jesus!  He is the way, the truth and the life.  He is the breath that we breathe and the morning sun.  

David survived impossible odds.  Yes, he made some mistakes, even some big ones but I think you will find that the throne of David has been established and will endure forever and the reason why is because he knew who his strength was and he loved the Lord with all his heart.  

This is, I believe, what David is teaching us.  Don’t fight the battles.  Don’t put your eyes on the enemy.  Turn your face to God the Father.  Let Him be your righteous sword, your unassailable champion.  Even when it looks like the battle is lost and you are going down for the third time, keep your trust and faith in your Father.  Do not waiver.  Run into his presence, lock yourself in the sanctuary of your heart and behold your salvation.

1833. Friday, August 8, 2014
Sentry Duty

Psalm 141: 3

Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips.

Yesterday’s Word was actually a teaching on spiritual warfare.  It was about how to survive and even win the battles of life.  I can’t leave you with yesterday’s teaching without giving you this verse too because they go so very much hand in hand.  As you run into the presence of the Lord the very last thing you should do is explain the problem over and over to him.  In truth, He already knows the problem.  What He is looking for from you is trust and faith.  So, the key thing you have to do is to guard your mouth.  Now I know for myself that I don’t necessarily do a very good job of even that in my own strength so the first thing I do is to pray asking for help.  Don’t make this hard.  Just pray these exact words.  You don’t have to reinvent the wheel.  Write this verse on a 3 X 5 card so that you have it handy when you need it.  Then just speak it to the Father.  

You won’t be surprised, perhaps, to discover that David wrote this psalm in addition to the one from yesterday.  (If you missed yesterday’s Word of the Day you can read it at www.iveyministries.blogspot.com).  It seems to me that he learned that one of the first things you have to do in the day of trouble is shut your mouth.  

When we get upset it seems to loosen the cords that hold our mouth.  The first thing that many of us want to do is to call someone and tell him how someone did us wrong.  You may feel that if you don’t tell someone you will just explode.  I know the feeling.  That is why the first thing to do is to pray this verse.  Honestly, God will help you.  Then get out your Bible and read.  Let God lead you into peace.

This is a trick of the devil and we really must stop playing by his playbook.  His strategy is to get us upset or angry so that we let loose with our language.  When we do that we actually give him building blocks that he can use to defeat us.  In a sense we defeat ourselves because we provide the ammo that shoots us down.  So, do yourself a big favor.  The next time you get mad, someone does you wrong or some ugly problem jumps up in your face, set a sentry over your mouth.  Get one of those big dudes to stand guard for you.  Put this verse into action and then let the Lord lead you.

1834. Monday, August 11, 2013

The Contemplative Life
Proverb 20: 15
NIV



Gold there is, and rubies in abundance, but lips that speak knowledge are a rare jewel.

In reading this verse, I am struck by how out of place it is in today’s culture.  First of all, who would say such a thing?  Preachers, I think, might still say these sorts of things but that is probably the limit of it.  I ask myself why and find many answers vying for my attention.  The most pronounced, though, is that this speaks to ideals that are outside our value system.  So, what is in our value system or more plainly stated, what is it that we value?  That question is most easily answered by observing what we, as a culture, spend our time, energy and money on.  The contemplative life does not seem to make the list and seeking out the one person who has made meditative study a priority is even of lesser importance to us.

Individually we get swept up in the tide of the culture, few of us ever stopping long enough to ask ourselves what is really important.  There are images painted for us in media, advertising and literature and we integrate those images into our psyche’s and begin to hotly pursue them without ever questioning whether those things have any real value in them or if they add value to our lives.  The first realization we have is that we have no time in our lives.  Everyone is so busy.  We have no time for the real friends so we have to have virtual friends.  Our friends and family are nothing more than social media entries.  We have no time them much less for quiet study, meditation and contemplation because we have three other places we need to be.  But if we could be honest with ourselves for one minute we would have to accept that we are only as busy as our value system allows.  We do what is important to us.  If we say that we are too busy for any particular thing it is only because we have not placed a high enough value on that item.  So, now when I hear someone say they are “too busy” for something in particular I understand that they are really saying that it just is not important enough for them.

I have this picture in my mind of people sitting at the feet of the sage listening intently to words of wisdom.  It is a very tranquil image.  It is also a fallacy.  Even if we purposely slow our lives a bit then ego interferes.  We have become a nation of egomaniacs.  Who knows better than we?  Is there anyone smarter, wiser or more informed than I?  If so, do I value that person or shun them?  This is not true for everyone for there are some of you who really do have humility but for many of us we ostracize one who has answers and wisdom because our self-esteems are so low that we see their wisdom as a threat.  So those of you who do seek out teachers keep gaining knowledge while those of us who so desperately need guidance cannot receive wisdom because of our outsized egos.

Israel had the same problem.  People didn’t listen to the prophets even though God spoke to them through the prophet.  So they lacked guidance.  I am sure they thought they knew it all just as we do today.  We don’t need anyone to speak wisdom into our lives because we are the smartest people we know.  It is all very cyclical.  We think we are wise, or we allow our tiny self-esteems convince us this is so we do not pursue the teachings of those who could, in fact, help us.  Secondarily, we have become so deceived by the devil as to what is important that we do not pursue God in our own time.  There are few wise people because few people spend time with God.  And then those few who actually have made the contemplative life a priority get shunned because they are wiser than the rest of us.  Israel suffered greatly because they wouldn’t listen to the prophets but today we are even worse because we won’t even give anyone the title prophet or teacher even when they have been appointed by God to those positions. 

I wish that by writing this Word of the Day I could change the culture but if it provokes one or two people to a deeper life then it will be successful.  Those of you who are thoughtful and meditative, pull on your teachers.  Make a demand on them.  Teachers, your followers have a right to draw on what God is teaching you and you may have to increase your study.  It is your responsibility to feed the sheep and Jesus is the bread of life, so study.

If we could just take one month away from our worldly pursuits, away from seeking pleasure and direct that energy to seeking God, we would not only transform our own lives but our families and communities as well.  Consider your time, your obligations and your God.  Take time to think about what is really important in life.  Then allocate some time to the pursuit of knowledge and wisdom.  Seek out teachers. Honor them and make a demand on their knowledge base.  Make the pursuit of the knowledge of God a priority in your life.
1835. Tuesday, August 12, 2014

Jew or Gentile

Isaiah 11: 10

NKJV

And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, who shall stand as a banner to the people; 
for the Gentiles shall seek Him, and His resting place shall be glorious.

Did you think that the gentiles coming to Christ was a New Testament idea?  Didn’t we all?  Apparently, it was not.  I really appreciate these consistent pieces of evidence that show that throughout the millennia God has not changed.  He had a plan in the beginning before there ever even was an earth and that plan is being fulfilled right now.  And, you are, and always were, a part of God’s master plan.  

God raised up a people to be His own but those people were supposed to be a lamp unto the world.  The rest of us were supposed to see the majesty of God through their lives.  Today, Christians are that lamp.  Our lives are supposed to so shine that all people will seek the Christ.  His name is a banner to all people saying, “Come.  This is the way.”  All people are called to Jesus.  He is the banner that we lift up and glorify.

But God is the Father of all.  There is no one, I mean no one, who is outside the family.  That does not mean that everyone chooses to accept their position but it is, none the less, available to them.  He had His eye on the Gentiles since the beginning of time so that they might come into the family and live with Him throughout eternity.

I like that because it is indicative of God’s great love for us all.  He always meant to include all of humanity.  God is love.  If we can ever wrap our heads around that everything else will make sense.  There was so much turmoil and debate over the Gentiles coming into “the church.”  This was a really big issue in the days of Paul.  Now we look back to the book of Isaiah and find that it was foretold long before.  If the people complaining about the Gentiles had actually paid attention to their holy writings they would have known that this was always in God’s plan.  Much conflict could have been avoided.  This should inform us today as well.  There is no one, no class of people, no segregated group, not even Muslims, left out of God’s plan.  Everyone is welcome.  Whether Jew or Gentile, all have the banner of his glorious name lifted up for them so that they may seek him and come into the family.

1836. Wednesday, August 13, 2014

2 Chronicles 26: 3 – 5, 16

Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-two years. His mother’s name was Jekoliah; she was from Jerusalem. 4 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, just as his father Amaziah had done. 5 He sought God during the days of Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God. As long as he sought the Lord, God gave him success. 

16 But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall. He was unfaithful to the Lord his God.

How many of us have fallen in the same trap, the trap of arrogance?  We begin a project or some new undertaking and are in the beginning so keenly aware of our shortcomings and inadequate skill set.  We are humble and prayerful.  God meets us at the point of our need and makes us successful in spite of ourselves.  In our humility we give God all of the glory, all of the credit.  We are almost painfully aware of how inadequate we are for the task and how God is carrying the load for us.  He makes us look good for which we are immensely grateful.  Unfortunately, like poor old Uzziah here, we eventually begin to believe in our prowess.  We slowly stop giving God the glory and ultimately begin to think that we are the source of our success.  Then comes the great fall.  

Proverb 16: 18 reads, “Pride precedes a disaster, and an arrogant attitude precedes a fall” (God’s Word Translation).  Arrogance is always a problem and always leads to problems.  We need to learn to be confident, yes, but that confidence should reside in knowing who our God is.  The minute we begin to believe our own press we are doomed for failure.

I caught myself stepping woefully close to the rim of the great chasm which is pride recently.  I have played bridge a couple of times lately.  By the grace of God I have enjoyed a bit of success.  I don’t play often so even as I acquire a bit of skill it is difficult to maintain any level of proficiency.  But I have the good fortune to play with some wonderful partners.   Not only are they largely responsible for our success but they also compliment me and build my confidence.  They are beautiful people who attempt to build up those around them.  I began to believe my own press though and that is very dangerous.  All of a sudden I heard myself think, “Hey, maybe I am kinda good.”  Praise God that when that thought went through my mind it set off alarm bells.  It is not I, who is skillful, but my Lord and God, He carries me.  He causes me to be able to do things which I could not do in my power.

Never let yourself be too impressed with yourself.  As soon as you do, you are headed for a great fall.  Be confident but let your confidence be in the Lord.  He really can empower you so that you can do all things but it is only because of his strength, wisdom and guidance.  Do not let your success go to your head but instead let it go to your heart and praise the Lord God Almighty.
1837. Thursday, August 14, 2014

From Disgrace to Wisdom

Proverb 11: 2

NIV

When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.

Yesterday we learned from the life of Uzziah that when we fall into the trap of pride and arrogance we are headed for a great fall.  We also saw a clear warning about pride and arrogance in Proverb 16: 18.  In today’s proverb King Solomon teaches that pride is accompanied by disgrace.  Because none of us wants to suffer disgrace Solomon warns us off of pride.  Happily Solomon shows us the other side of the coin.  Humility leads to wisdom.  

The Amplified version says “When swelling and pride come, then emptiness and shame come also, but with the humble (those who are lowly, who have been pruned or chiseled by trial, and renounce self) are skillful and godly Wisdom and soundness.”  It seems that humility comes through that process whereby God prunes us as Jesus spoke about in John 15: 2.  We do learn humility through that process of tutoring that God leads us through.  It seems that as we grow we become more and more humble.  The more we know, the more humble we become.  So, humility is actually a sign of our growth and maturity.  I am not speaking about a false humility though.  We are to be confident in the things of God and in His might and power.  That never leads us to considering ourselves as worms in the dirt.  We are the very children of God; His prize and His treasure.  

It also seems clear from this passage that in order for us to gain wisdom we have to venture forth in a spirit of humility.  That only makes sense though, doesn’t it?  If we are arrogant then we think that we already know a lot.  When we think so highly of ourselves it is very hard to receive wisdom from others and frankly in our arrogance we don’t even go to God and solicit His advice.  Wisdom is for those who have renounced self.  It is for those who have been pruned and chiseled by the hand of God.  When we submit ourselves to be molded and sculpted by God we must do so in spirit of humility.  It is through our submissiveness that God transforms us and gives us His wisdom.  Therefore, repent of arrogance and pride and give way to humility. In this way God can fill you with His wisdom which will bless your life in every way.

1838. Friday, August 15, 2014
Security in Humility

Nahum 1: 7

The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows those who take refuge in Him.

It is good to know that in the day of trouble we have a refuge into which we can run.  Our God is a stronghold, a mighty fortress.  We recognize these words like refuge and stronghold as words of strength and power.  We may imagine a well-fortified castle with its reinforced walls and parapets.  This image conjures up feelings of security and well-being.  We know that within the walls of this fortress we are safe.  God is a bastion of safe habitation but we must take up our residence within His walls.  He gives us an open invitation to reside within His walls but we are the ones who must make the move to come within His protection.  This is not the prayer of salvation.  This is a decision that happens after we have made Jesus the Lord of our lives and it is not a once and for all decision.  Every day you have the choice of whether to live within the walls of His protection or to set your abode outside His gates.

Choosing to run into the security of the Lord is a matter of humility.  It is a matter of submission.  You can well imagine a prideful person who in the day of trouble stands out on his little farm facing the onslaught because he is too proud to run to his Lord.  He relies in his own strength, to his detriment, when he could lean on the strength of the Lord.  

God’s protection is not automatic.  We have all been given a choice to accept it or reject it.  When we accepted Jesus as our Lord we were given the right to take up abode in the castle whenever we want, the right to God’s strength and protection.  We were not, however, rounded up and forced to take up residence within His walls.  He gave an invitation which only we can accept.  We must humble ourselves before the Lord, not asking if He will give us permission to enter but rather acknowledging that He, rather than we, is the source of strength and power.  Only He can save us in the day of trouble.  For some people this can be a difficult admission but there is freedom in yielding to truth.  There is always great freedom and empowerment in submitting to the Lord.  He infuses us with His strength and love when we allow Him open access to our hearts.  This can only be done in a yielded attitude and that requires humility.  When we finally reject ourselves as the Lord of our life then we can make room for God’s sovereignty.  If we will make an honest self-assessment and humble ourselves before the Lord Almighty, then we will be able, at last, to enjoy that incomprehensible peace of Jesus.

1839. Monday, August 18, 2014

Holy Partakers

Hebrews 3: 1

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession.

The writer of Hebrews addresses his audience in a peculiar way.  He calls us partakers.  To partake, according to the American Heritage Dictionary means to: 1. take part or have a share: participate, 2. to take or be given part or portion.  Applying that definition to today’s passage means that we, each, have been given a part or a portion of a heavenly calling and further, that we take part, have a share in and participate in this heavenly calling.  What, then, is this heavenly calling of which the author speaks?

Jesus is our part and portion.  Jesus the Apostle, Jesus the High Priest operates in those two offices to this day.  He was anointed to these offices.  We see his anointing and the job classification in Isaiah 61: 1 – 3.  “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,” it says, “because the Lord has anointed me to . . . .”  You can read on to see what the anointing was intended to do which is the job description, if you will.  Obviously this passage in Isaiah was written long before Jesus entered the earth as the Messiah but not before God’s great plan and the anticipation of the great savior.  So, think of this passage, if you will, as the job posting.  God posted a job opening on the bulletin board listing its qualifications and requirements as well as the job duties.  No one was able to accept that job until Luke 4: 18 when Jesus entered the temple and accepted the position.  Beginning in verse 16 of Luke 4 we read, “And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read.  And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him and He opened the book ad found the place where it was written, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He anointed Me to . . . .”  Enter the King, Priest and Apostle of our faith.

Some years ago God gave me Isaiah 61: 1 – 3 as a prophetic word for my life.  Initially I rejected it because I read it with the eyes of ego.  In other words, when I read it my eyes were on me and I was overwhelmed.  A false sense of humility overcame me resulting in my rejection of this Word from the Lord.  I say that it was a false sense of humility rather than an honest one because I was looking at myself rather than at the Lord.  A truly humble person does not have their eyes on themselves.  Well, this is just proof that God can use anyone who will humble themselves which I soon did.  Once having submitted my rather out of control ego to the Lord I realized that each of us is called under this same chapter and verse.  Yes, it is our anointing in a sense because we are all called to partake of Jesus’ mission.  The anointing I operate under, then, is not my own but rather that portion and part of Jesus’ which he has shared with me.  I do not have my own anointing but I am anointed by him and of him for the equipping of the saints and for all those job duties that you read about in Isaiah 61 and Luke 4.  We are all called to serve in the department of ministry under our chief administrator, Jesus.

This somewhat complex spiritual truth becomes easily understandable when I view it in these terms.  We are all partakers of Jesus’ heavenly calling.  Realizing that we are all a part of Jesus’ department may also take some of the self-imposed pressure off of us.  We are not called to take on this assignment alone but rather as a part of a department with many others and with a department head who is all capable.  Not only is Jesus super-capable but additionally he gives us his authority and power each time he assigns us a task.  That means you do not have to succeed in the task in your own name or strength but rather that you proceed in the name and power of the head.  Isn’t that a relief?  Whatever God has given you to do you can do it because Jesus is authorizing the project in his name.  Whooo Hoo!  

We are partakers, co-laborers with Jesus, anointed with a portion of his anointing, empowered with his might, armed with his authority.  We do not have to bring much to the table; only obedience and humble submission.  We must be willing to be led and directed according to his wisdom and instructions.  Success is assured when we understand this paradigm because it is all done in the power of Jesus and his anointing.  The weight is not upon our shoulders but rather on his and he can well bear it.  We have only to do as he leads and all will be well.

1840. Tuesday, August 19, 2014

Made Strong

Psalm 105: 37

Then He brought them out with silver and gold; and among His tribes there was not one who stumbled. 

I recently heard Pastor Joseph Prince teaching on communion.  It is a brilliant teaching.  The part that made the greatest impact on me was when he spoke about the Hebrew children leaving Egypt in the great exodus.  He used today’s scripture in his message.  The Amplified version says that there was not one feeble among their tribes.  Prince ascribed that miracle to the immediate previous actions of the Israelites.  They had just partaken of Passover.  The people took unblemished lambs; slew them and used the blood to mark the entrance to their homes.  Then they ate the meat of the lamb.  You can see there the communion message because in our communion we partake of the body of the perfect lamb as represented by the bread.  Since Jesus took all disease and physical ailment in his body we are able to live free of sickness and disease.  The Passover looked forward to the slaying of the perfect lamb while our communion looks back to the sacrifice of our Lord.  In both instances our sickness was born in his stripes (see Isaiah 53: 4 - 5, 1 Peter 2: 24).  

Joseph Prince’s teaching taught about the power in communion when you understand it and it is not merely a ritual.  If it is done apart from faith, then it is meaningless.  When, however, you mix your faith with the giving and receiving of the body of Christ then the miraculous can truly happen.  That is what the bread is.  It represents the body of Christ Jesus which was broken for us.  Referring back to the fact that no one among the Israelites was feeble, Prince said that the partaking of Jesus makes you strong.  If, therefore, you need healing in your body, it can be found in the broken body of Jesus, so receive the communion bread in faith expecting the healing power of Jesus to touch your body.

As I wrote earlier, I think it is a brilliant teaching but I am really trying to arrive at a different message by using Joseph Prince’s message as the foundation.  When I heard him say that partaking of Jesus makes you strong my mind left the thoughts of the body of Christ which was broken for our healing and went to inner healing and inner strength.  Partaking of the body makes your body strong but also partaking of the Spirit of Jesus and the Words of Jesus makes your inner person strong.  

Most of us have scars and injuries in the inner person and those injuries make us weak.  They make us dance to other people’s tunes rather than living in true freedom.  They incapacitate us and they steal life from us.  However, if we will fill ourselves with Jesus we will be healed in the innermost parts and we will become strong.  You can have everything you want if you will receive Jesus’ healing.  It takes some courage perhaps.  Too many of us are afraid to feel and afraid to make ourselves vulnerable even to the Lord.  If you will let him, though, Jesus will make you strong in your body, mind and emotions.  Of what are you afraid?  Let him touch your heart.  Partake of his spirit and his word and you shall be made strong.  Of you it will be said, “Not one among them was found to be feeble.”

1841. Wednesday, August 20, 2014

The Fountain of Life
Psalm 36: 9

For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see light.

I cannot help but think of Indiana Jones when I read this scripture and every other treasure hunting story and movie.  I have an image running through my mind of people searching the world over for the fountain.  Can’t you see them competing with one another and trying to beat their rivals to the prize?  If only they knew.

Jesus said that he came to give us abundant life (John 10: 10).  From today’s passage we learn that in God, the Father is a fountain flowing with life.  When we take these two verses together we begin to understand that the life that Jesus came to give us is in the Father.  Jesus came to reconcile us to the Father so that we can draw upon His life giving force.  As you partake of Jesus you partake of the Father because Jesus is in the Father and the Father is in Jesus.  They are inseparable.  In them are life and strength and the more of them you partake of the stronger and more full of life you become.  

Now we also understand how our strength can be renewed (Isaiah 40: 31).  Our strength really is in the Lord and if you want to run hard you need to fill up.  Believe me, I can tell, and unfortunately it is also evident to others, when I have not spent sufficient time in the Word or with my Father.  It shows.  I have never found the point, however, where I would say, “I have spent too much time with God.”  Feeding on the Word and spending time in the presence of Father, Son and Holy Spirit are the source of strength.  Our endurance is in Him.  You really can run and not get weary if you feed daily.  There are so many demands on people’s time these days and I hear constantly how people are tired.  With all those demands and corollary time limits it can be very difficult to get in quality time with the Lord.  The truth is, though, if we will spend our time with God then he will give us the strength to do all that we must and we will do it in less time.  I know this all sounds counter-intuitive but I have seen it work time and again.

There is a fountain of life and if we will drink from it we will glow with supernatural life.  There is a remedy for every malady in that cool, clear water and strength for our tired bones.  So, let Indiana Jones run around the world unearthing every clue while we steer straight to the fountain unhindered and drink our fill of life.  Drink your fill; it’s already been paid for.

1842. Thursday, August 21, 2014

Whom Do You Love

John 21: 15

So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?

That was a loaded question and if you have ever heard a teaching on this passage which delves into the Greek words for “love” you know that Peter was really up against the wall because Jesus was talking about a deeper kind of love than Peter was yet able to fathom.  I would like for us to look at this passage today in a similar way to the Greek word study but in a way that I think makes Jesus’ meaning even more clear.  (By the way, the easy way to see what was going on in the Greek is to read this passage in the Amplified Bible.)  

Let us take today’s verse and overlay it onto 1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 8a.  When we do so we find Jesus asking Peter a series of questions.  First let us read the passage from 1 Corinthians.  “Love is patient. Love is kind. Love isn’t jealous. It doesn’t sing its own praises. It isn’t arrogant.  It isn’t rude. It doesn’t think about itself. It isn’t irritable. It doesn’t keep track of wrongs.  It isn’t happy when injustice is done, but it is happy with the truth.  Love never stops being patient, never stops believing, never stops hoping, never gives up.   Love never comes to an end” (God’s Word Translation).  In many versions the last sentence reads, Love never fails.  Well, you get the point but if you really want a revelation, read this passage in the Amplified translation.  Actually, read it in a lot of translations.  You will be enlightened.  Anyway, when you read 1 Corinthians 13 together with John 21: 15 you find Jesus asking Peter (and each of us), Peter, do you love me – will you be patient with me?  Peter, are you kind to me?  Are you jealous?  Do you brag?  Are you arrogant and self-centered?  Are you ever rude to me?  Peter, are you thinking of yourself or of me?  Are you irritable with me?  Do you keep a record of past wrongs?  Are you happy with unrighteousness; happy in the truth?  Will you always be patient with me, believe in me, never give up, never fail and never stop hoping?  That is what Jesus was asking when he said, “Peter do you love me?”  

Now think of it this way.  Jesus has said to you, “I love you.”  When Jesus says he loves you he speaks in the fullness of the concept of love.  That means that he is conveying to you all of those things found in 1 Corinthians 13.  There is great richness and depth in Jesus’ love for you.  This is the way the Father loves you also.  They love you with their whole being for love is not a shallow word in Christ.

Think of this also the next time you tell a person that you love them.  Do you mean to convey all that is found in 1 Corinthians 13?  If not, then you don’t really love that person.  It may be a deep form of “like” but it isn’t love if you cannot put their needs in front of your own applying all of the characteristics of love.  You see, 1 Corinthians 13 defines love for us.  In our society we can sometimes use the word love very casually but now that we see what it truly means we may want to curb our tongues.  Don’t misunderstand me though.  I am all for telling people that you love them.  I just want you to mean what you say and understand what love is.  If we are not patient and kind to people then we have to conclude that we really do not love them with what God calls love.  We may need them, want them, etc. but we have not reached that place in our hearts where we can love as Jesus commanded.  When this is the case we must look within ourselves and ask why we, like Peter, have such difficulty expressing true love.

Peter was at the infancy of his ministry when Jesus asked him this question and it really was a question that was intended to prepare Peter for ministry.  As we continue to follow Peter’s life and ministry we see that he did get a revelation of what Jesus began teaching him with that simple question.  Peter grew and changed and became a great disciple of Christ and a great bearer of the commission and commandment of Jesus.  Jesus only gave us one commandment and that command is to love one another (John 13: 34).  Our commission is to spread love.  It sounds so 1960’s but it is the truth and the essence of Christian life and evangelism.  Go into all the world and tell them the good news (Mark 16: 15).  What is the good news?  That God loves them and that Jesus has restored them to that non-failing, endless love.

So, I want to ask you this question.  Who do you love?  Do you love Jesus?  Does your love for God stand up to the test?  Are we putting our needs and wants before God?  It is a tough test, to be sure, but looking inside our hearts for the answers will help us to grow as people and as Christians.  Live, love and grow.

1843. Friday, August 22, 2014  
Barnabas and Paul 

Acts 15: 39

And there arose such a sharp disagreement that they separated from one another.

This is such a tragic story.  It is an early New Testament example of a church split.  Barnabas and Paul were preaching partners.  They travelled together spreading the good news of Christ.  In fact, it was Barnabas who, we could say, sponsored Paul.  

Do you remember that Paul’s name had been Saul?  He was well known in the region for persecuting Christians.  He was even there when Stephen was stoned to death.  Then he had that remarkable conversion on the road to Damascus (Acts 9).  After his conversion he began to preach about Jesus.  He went to Jerusalem and tried to associate with the disciples but they didn’t trust him and so wouldn’t have anything to do with him.  It was Barnabas who vouched for him.  The scripture says “But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles” (Acts 9: 27).  

Barnabas was already established in the church but Paul was a newcomer and an outsider.  It appears to me that Barnabas took Paul under his wing and helped him.  No doubt Barnabas was Paul’s best friend and probably his mentor.  Something has gone very wrong by Acts 15 though.  They had a bitter disagreement and it split up the team.  Neither one, it would seem, was willing to concede the point so they, quite literally, went their separate ways.

What was at the base of this split, do you think?  A conflict arose over whether or not to take John Mark with them on their trip.  It seems to me, though, that the argument really isn’t over this issue.  There is something deeper going on here.  I found another scripture recently which may shed some light on this situation.  It is Proverb 139: 18 and it reads, “Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisdom is found in those who take advice.”  

I wonder if pride had crept into their relationship. Perhaps Barnabas still perceived himself as the leader and expected to make decisions and to advise Paul.  Paul clearly did not wish to defer to Barnabas’ wishes.  Neither man would give in so they were forced to separate.  It’s sad.

We are faced with the same situations today and it is my theory that pride is at the root.  Face it.  Few of us have the humility to receive advice.  We all want to pretend that we have all of the answers.  Pride is our calling card.  This is why we quarrel and why we lack wisdom.  We are unwilling to receive wisdom from those who would willingly share it with us.  There are people with great wisdom and experience who keep it all to themselves because they have learned that most people would rather blindly stumble along in their own strength.  And that is a shame.  We should be learning from the learned.  We should be sitting at the feet of the elderly, gleaning information and experience from them.  But alas . . . . 

Perhaps if we could learn something from this story of Barnabas and Paul we would have fewer church splits and fewer relationship splits.  We’ve learned a few things about pride and humility.  Wisdom is found in those who take advice and pride breeds quarrels (Proverb 139: 18).  When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom (Proverb 11: 2).  Pride precedes a disaster, and an arrogant attitude precedes a fall” (Proverb 16: 18).  Up ‘til now, though, all of this knowledge is just in our heads.  It will only transform us and our lives when it makes its way to our hearts.  For that we need at least enough humility to pray to our God and ask Him for help and for wisdom.  The problem is that the people who need this most are the one’s least likely to receive this into their hearts.  Those of you who are nodding your heads as you read this have already come to appreciate the truth of these verses.  Perhaps, then, if you would pray for the rest of us, maybe, just maybe, those of us who have a greater challenge in this area could find a measure of humility such that we could humble themselves before the Lord.  We must go before the Lord and ask Him whether we are the humble or the proud and ask Him to soften our hearts.  “While you are in there, Father, remove the prideful attitude and arrogance and remake us into the image of your dear son.”

Truly, if we will allow the father to remake our hearts so that arrogance and pride are not central cast members on the stage of our lives, we will live a much better existence and the peace of God will surround us at all times.  Hallelujah.

1844. Monday, August 25, 2014



From -
Monday, January 12, 2009
Proverb 10: 22
It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich, and He adds no sorrow to it.

Upon what are you dependent for you prosperity?  I hope it is not this economy because the present economy is sure to let you down.  We are blessed in the Lord with every blessing under the sun.  Part of that blessing is the wealth of God.  Having a hard time believing that?  Look at Kind David or his son Solomon.  Solomon was the richest man ever to live.  He was so wealthy that he didn’t even bother to count silver.  It just wasn’t worth his time or effort.

Modern day Christians have a hard time receiving all that God has to give because we have bought into the lie that it is wrong for Christians to be wealthy.  That doesn’t even make sense and it certainly isn’t biblical.  You are the kid of the Almighty, you should be abundantly blessed.  Deuteronomy 28: 6 says that we are blessed coming in and going out. 

Do not worry about this present economy.  It only means that the world system is failing.  Your prosperity and the provision for your needs are not in the hands of the world but rather in the hands of the Almighty.  Lift up your eyes and your voice to him.  Tell him that you are putting all of your trust in him for your financial well being and you will be able to look back on these times and say that in the worst economic climate since the great depression you prospered.

1845. Tuesday, August 26, 2014

Give us Life

Proverb 22: 4

The reward of humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, honor and life.

A funny thing happened on the way to the . . . .

You’ve heard that old joke but it happened to me today on my way to another verse.  This 22 proverb just jumped out and caught me.  I hope God caused it to leap off of the page for the Word of the Day, rather than it being a personal message for me.  Either way, this scripture is seriously worth considering.

Most of us revere the Lord, which is what this “fear the Lord” means.  So I don’t see that part as a problem for any of us.  I suppose we could each take a moment and question how highly we esteem our Lord.  Having done, though, I suspect that the larger problem that many of us need to deal with is humility.  We have seen that humility is a pretty big issue with God.  In the last couple of months we have seen half a dozen scriptures which either specifically talk about humility or which deal with the subject. It is certainly in our self-interest to be humble.  First of all, people do not like arrogant people so we will have better friendships if we walk in humility but look at today’s passage.  With humility also comes honor, riches and life.  Well, we want life don’t we?  So we need to pay attention to whether or not we really are humble.

The real question, I think, is, “Would other people describe me as humble.”  You see, we are not always accurate assessors of ourselves.  Think about your friends and family.  Would they say you are a humble person?  That is the test.

You know, Jesus, for all his power was a humble person.  Do your remember this statement from Matthew 11: 29, “Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart.”  That makes one think.  How can anyone of us be proud and arrogant when Jesus was humble?  What do we think we have that makes us so special?  Well, I can tell you that the only thing that I have that makes me special is Jesus.

So, here is what you do.  Pray.  Ask the Lord Jesus if you ever demonstrate arrogance or pride.  Wait and let him answer.  Many of us will be confronted with an uncomfortable truth but that is okay.  The next step is to ask the Lord to take that out of you.  Pray for his help because you cannot do this on your own.  Ask him to continue his work in you making you into the image of himself.  He will help you.  He cannot do it without you, though.  You are the master of your own house and he will not violate your sovereignty.  However, he is poised, waiting and wanting to transform you into that beautiful creation that you were always destined to be.  Do not hesitate in having this conversation with Jesus.  Do it today because the longer you wait the longer you are denying yourself riches, honor and life.
1846. Wednesday, August 27, 2014      
   reused from - Tuesday, January 13, 2009
Deuteronomy 28: 2

And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you will obey the Lord your God.

When you read the 28th chapter of Deuteronomy you see that there is a lot of blessing promised in that chapter.  I quite like the idea of the blessing chasing us down in the street and overtaking us.  And as much as we might relish that thought and even believe God, we still might question how it is going to happen.  The answer, fortunately, is in the last phrase of the sentence.  The blessing is in our obedience.  That may sound more spiritual than it needs to.  It is more basic than many of us appreciate.  God will bless you even in tough economic times by giving you ideas and plans for gaining wealth.  Maybe he is telling you to save 10% of your income.  Maybe he is telling you to give money to a charity.  We have to become sensitive to the urges God is using to prompt us and then we must obey.  Maybe we have thought to give money to a minister but haven’t done it.  Maybe we had a generous thought towards someone else and didn’t follow through.  God isn’t trying to get something from you; he is trying to get something to you.  He will prosper you in these times but you must obey.  In the midst of a bad economy, God wants to prosper you abundantly.  Listen to what he is telling you.  Pray about it and by all means follow through.

1847. Thursday, August 28, 2014

Who is it?
Job 9: 24

If it is not he, then who is it?

You know the story of Job and of how great his suffering was.  Job was a godly man so when calamity struck his house he was bewildered.    The book of Job records conversations he had with his “friends”.   In today’s passage Job is answering Bildad.  He makes the assertion that so many Christians make which is essentially that God is the source of our trouble and misfortune.  

I was guilty of this myself.  In my early years I, like everyone, suffered some hardships.  My religious training had not taught me that there was a source of evil in the world.  I remember saying to someone who was a Christian, “It must be God who is causing these bad things to happen to me.”  It was a horrible thing to say to a believer but do you know what?  He didn’t correct me.  He didn’t explain to me how wrong I was and about the goodness and love of our God.  Surely he believed in John 3: 16, who doesn’t?  How, then, do we reconcile this God of love who gave everything to save us with the ideology of a God who inflicts pain and suffering?  We cannot because the two are irreconcilable.

The devil has done quite a number on the church.  He has reduced his image to that of a cute Halloween costume.  He has shifted our understanding of him to fantasy and make believe.  However, we have the means to learn and know the truth.  James 1: 5 is the pronouncement of a major theme of the Bible, that being that the Lord, our God, gives us wisdom.  The wisdom of God reveals all truth, so, the devil cannot hide in his lies when wisdom has come upon the scene.  He is always exposed for the liar that he is.

When bad things happen, we need to understand that the devil is our enemy (1 Peter 5: 8).  However, we can take comfort in knowing that our Lord has already defeated the enemy which means that we are no longer subject to the devil.  We can overcome all of his machinations through the victory of Jesus.  The first step, however, is in not being deceived that there is no devil or that our benevolent Father is the source of the bad things that happen in life.  Believe me, when I thought that God was the source of trouble in my life I could not receive relief.  It is only in our Father that we can triumph.  1 Corinthians 13: 8 says that love never fails.  Well, here is an example of non-failing force.  Love always wins so we take the love of God, which is God’s very substance, and we apply it to the problem and love wins every time.

Your Father loves you more than you can imagine and He would never inflict harm on you.  He only wants good for you and since He is love and goodness that is all that He has to give you.  Give the devil his proper due and put him back under your feet where he belongs.
1848. Friday, August 29, 2014

The Glory of Grace

1 Corinthians 15: 9 - 10

For I am the least of the apostles, who am not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  but by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of the them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.

Paul enters the story of the Christian church as one of the preeminent weapons that Satan had in play, perhaps even the most valuable tool in Satan’s arsenal.  He was zealous in his persecution of Christians.  It is perhaps a bit difficult for us to fully appreciate what a bad guy Paul, then Saul, really was.  Imagine today someone who goes throughout the country, fully authorized, beating, stoning and imprisoning Christians simply because of their faith.  It happens in other countries even today but this is not something that occurs in most of our experiences.  Then imagine that the guy who is the most zealous and dangerous persecutor of all becomes a minister of the gospel.  It really is difficult to wrap your head around.  

How was Paul ever able to stand in the presence of God?  How could he even pray to the one whom he persecuted?  He tells us in this passage.  Only the grace of God could repair a relationship which was so badly broken.  Only grace could cover Paul’s sin and the harm that he did to so many people.  Grace does what nothing else can.  Only God’s grace can take our damage and turn it around for good.  

Humility is a good thing in a person because, as was the case with Paul, it allows the grace of God to wipe away our idiocy so that in God’s eyes we are as pure and innocent as Jesus himself.  Paul describes himself as the least of all of the apostles.  He is humble as to his own stature and merit.  None the less, he boasts in the work that God was able to do through him but he says it is because of the grace.

Some people use the message of grace as a way to excuse their sin or continue in it but, you see, that isn’t grace.  Grace reaches out to your brokenness and creates a saint.  Grace doesn’t just cover your mistakes.  It eradicates them.  But ... if you have truly been touched by grace, then you have a deep, deep desire to never sin in any form ever again.  Grace repairs a person’s heart and reforms them into the very image of the Christ.  No one who understands grace, or even fathoms a smidgen about grace, will intentionally keep sinning.  A person who would use the blood of Jesus to continue to sin is a fool and I don’t want to even stand near them.  That is an insult to the blood of Jesus and blasphemes the Holy Spirit.  My point is, do not let an idiot teach you the meaning of grace.  Don’t even give that kind of person your ear for a moment for there is nothing they can say that would enlighten even one hair of your head.  

Grace turned the biggest sinner of the age into the greatest apostle of the time.  Grace takes people like you and I and makes us giants because grace requires nothing of us except humble surrender.  When we understand that grace is not about us but is only about the goodness of God then we can experience a new level of freedom.  And by the grace of God, we can do all things.  Whatever God has put in your heart, you can do because His grace will do for you what it did for Paul.  You can be the greatest apostle of this age.  He who surrenders best will win the race.  The more we let go of ourselves and rely solely on the grace of God, the stronger and more effective we become.  Isn’t that great news?  Even if you are the biggest mess on the block, the dunce of the family, tomorrow could be a whole different story.  Even if you have been out persecuting and killing Christians, you could become the best mouthpiece for God of our age.  Never lose hope; just lose yourself in the grace of God.
1849. Monday, September 1, 2014

A Day of Rest

1 Kings 8: 56

Blessed be the Lord, who has given rest to His people Israel according to all that He promised; not one word has failed of all His good promise, which He promised through Moses His servant.

Our dear Father has given us rest.  Our success is in His strength and in His promise.  It is not in our many labors.  As we learn to trust in His strong right arm, then we can live a life of rest.

As you enjoy your Labor Day Holiday I hope you will receive divine rest.  I pray that you will be renewed and invigorated.

Happy Labor Day!!

1850. Tuesday, September 2, 2014

Age Old Wisdom

Job 12: 12

Is not wisdom found among the aged?  Does not long life bring understanding?

Have you ever felt or thought that the United States, as a country, is getting dumb?  It certainly seems that way at times and now I know why.  We have abandoned our aged.  We treat them all as if they are all senile; call them “old man” and “old woman” expressing great disrespect.  Not only that but they are beginning to believe the propaganda too.  

When I was young I remember hearing that older people were the source of wisdom for us.  Young people have energy and enthusiasm and older folks have wisdom and experience.  When we combine them we have a very good mix.  But something untoward has happened in our society.  A lie has been allowed to establish itself in our culture and the effects are, frankly, devastating.  Rather than older people being honored and celebrated, they have become the targets of derision.  This dynamic hurts both the young people and the older people.  Worst of all, it has severely damaged our society.  Young people think they know everything but I look back at what a bonehead I was and am clear that the wisdom of young people is suspect if not completely absent.  

Now this is not an attack on youth.  Nor should I be read to say that I believe young people are without intelligence.  It is just that we have cut off one of our hands by the way we neglect and denigrate the older segment of our population.  This maltreatment of the senior members of our society and our negative thoughts and expectations about their capacity is crippling our society.  Its damage can be seen in the family, in our churches and certainly in the main stream culture.

Today’s scripture leads one to conclude that youth is not the repository of wisdom.  There is an adage that wisdom comes from experience.  That’s true but the real wisdom, that which is infallible, comes from experience with the Father.  The longer we walk with God, the wiser we become.  So, those who have walked with God for a long time are a tremendous source of wisdom and guidance.  And we must learn to take advantage of it which begins with honoring those who are our seniors.  Part of honoring them is showing them respect.

Consider, please, a new trend in our society.  Once a person reaches 50 or 60 years of age they and others begin to expect their minds to deteriorate.  This is even true of Christians.  Have we never read 1 Corinthians 2: 16?  “We have the mind of Christ.”  And I will promise you that Jesus is not senile and he isn’t losing his mind.

This is my entreaty.  I would that we would have a renovation of our thinking.  It begins with how we think about and act towards our more senior citizens.  Secondly, I pray that we would begin to think differently about ourselves.  If we expect our minds to begin slipping as we age then guess what, they will begin to slip.  If, however, we expect to be strong of mind and body until the day we step into heaven then we will be strong.  Remember, Moses didn’t even begin his ministry until he was 80 years old.  If you are not yet 80 then you have time yet to prepare for when life begins.  You are still in training.  Get wisdom.  It comes with walking with God.  Then you will be prepared for the work that God wants to do with you.  

But mostly, stop thinking negative thoughts.  Stop expecting yourself and others to develop memory problems.  Cease the negative confessions of your mouth.  If you don’t desire to be senile then get senility out of your mouth.  And for all of our sakes, do not put that curse on everyone around you by spewing that negativity out on them.  It is a really, really rude thing to do.  If you love your friends and family, speak life to them, speak wholeness.  Shalom.

1851. Wednesday, September 3, 2014
Dangerous Friends

1 Corinthians 15: 33

NIV

Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.”

This is the tune that parents have sung for hundreds and even thousands of years.  You will become like who you hang around with.  How does the expression go, “Lie down with dogs, get up with fleas.” King Solomon would have been benefited to hear Paul’s sermon.  Solomon was an extremely blessed man.  His father, David, left him an intact kingdom, one that was finally enjoying peace.  Solomon had fame, honor, and extreme wealth.  He had everything!  Still, he fell.  And do you know why?  He hung out with the wrong people.  He had heathen friends and heathen wives, heathen simply meaning that these were not people of the kingdom.  They were not Israelites and more importantly they did not practice the Hebrew ways.

Have you ever noticed that in associations the lower person usually pulls the other down rather than the higher pulling the lower up?  I do not know why this is the case but it is typical.  It sure was the result in Solomon’s life.  These non-believers, if you will, corrupted his testimony.  He became like them instead of them becoming like him.  He even ended up building altars to heathen gods.  It is hard to believe that the son of David could fall so far.  This is Solomon who was chosen to and in fact did build the temple of God.  Then later in life he built pagan temples and altars.  It is hard to fathom.  The end of the story is that Solomon fell hard.  The throne was torn from his lineage except for one tribe.  And all of this happened because he did not choose his friends wisely.

Who you hang out with will affect you.  Period.  We must zealously guard our hearts or the thief will steal our fervent love for God.  The next thing you know your life has made a radical departure from your former self.  Of course, the other danger is that we lie to ourselves saying that we are still serving God, we still love Him but in the depths of our hearts we know that we have left our first love.  So here is the question, “Where are we allowing our associations to lead us?”  We’ve got to be honest with ourselves in answering this question.  We should also be aware that it is not only the people that we associate with that entice us away from time spent with God.  We can also be lured away by “things.” That new boat can become an idol or even a new house.  A book series can become an obsession.  In short, there are many things that can tempt us away from God.  We’ve all spent too much time at work or too much time at play so this isn’t a recrimination.  It is a warning.  Look at who you are associated with.  Ask yourself if they are leading you towards or away from God.  Assess where your time is spent.  Besides work, what dominates your time and thought?  Be cautious, otherwise the enemy will steal your zeal for God.  Before you even know it you find it easy to cut church when you used to attend regularly.  You never pick up your Bible anymore and your prayer life has become a burden rather than a joy.  

Everything you need for life is in the Lord our God.  Do not be misled.  Turn your face to God and be blessed and renewed.
1852. Thursday, September 4, 2014

The Old and the New
2 Kings 1: 7 - 8

And he said to them, “What kind of man was he who came up to meet you and spoke these words to you?”  And they answer him, “He was a hairy man with a leather girdle bound about his loins.” And he said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.”

Elijah was a prominent figure in the age before Jesus.  If you read the Old Testament accounts of him you will be inspired.  But there is an interesting New Testament chapter to the story of Elijah and I think when you consider these New Testament connections you will perceive that our Father had a plan all along to bring redemption and grace into the world, and that He hasn’t changed.  Why is that important?  There are some great promises from the Father that are recorded in what we call the Old Testament and as such many Christians stumble over whether they can rely on what they perceive as Hebrew promises.  When you see that it is all one continuous strategy then you will appreciate that God made those promises to you just as much as whatever He may tell you today.  There is no Old or New Testament to God.  To Him there are just His kids and His plan to sweep us all into eternity with Him.

Let’s begin in Matthew Chapter 17.  Jesus, Peter, James and John were coming down the mountain where the three disciples saw Jesus transfigured before their very eyes.  Interestingly enough, while Jesus was in that transfigured state, lo, Elijah and Moses appeared and engaged in conversation with him.  Elijah made a New Testament appearance.  Not only did Jesus see him but also the three disciples saw him.  

When they witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus they began to understand something about this man whom they followed.  I believe in that moment when they beheld him in his glory they became believers that he was, in fact, the son of God.  They got a revelation of this man as the Messiah.  But as so often happens with revelation knowledge it inspired them to further thought and questions.  So, on the way down the mountain they questioned Jesus.  “Why then” they asked him, “do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?  Come first before what?  Before the Christ.  You see, they just got a revelation that this Jesus was the long awaited Messiah but immediately their theology jumped up in the way.  “How can this be the Messiah,” they mused, “when we have been taught that Elijah must come first?”  Obviously, they were asserting that Elijah had not yet come which is so interesting considering they were leaving a place where they had just seen Elijah.  Anyway, Jesus answered them.  “I say to you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they wished.”  

Consider Matthew 3: 4, “Now John himself had a garment of camel’s hair, and a leather belt about his waist.”  Now re-read today’s passage.  Do they seem similar to you?  This description of John the Baptist is in the Bible so that we can make the connection between him and Elijah, between the Old Testament and the New.  There is continuity between the two sections of the Bible and you can find many verses that have a sister scripture in the other testament.  But let’s continue on with Elijah.  There is an implication here, at the least, that John the Baptist was the Elijah that was to be the precursor of the Messiah.  Jesus does not want us to have any doubt or misunderstanding though so he comes right out and says, “And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come” (Matthew 11: 14).  

So what’s my point?  My point is that the “testaments” are an artificial construct.  Just like the chapter and verse designations, the testaments have been created in order to help us in studying the bible.  They are not meant to be divisive but rather instructive. Christians do themselves a great disfavor when they consider the first thirty-nine books of the Bible as belonging only to the Jews.  I am not suggesting we should live under the Levitical law but we certainly don’t want to cast aside the Psalms and the Proverbs.  Neither do we want to make those the only two Old Testament books we ever read.  There is a bunch of great stuff back there.  Besides, we are the heirs of Abraham in Jesus and if you want to see what our inheritance is, you are going to have to go to that Old book and read.  We certainly do not want to miss out on Deuteronomy 28: 1 – 14.  So enjoy your Old Testament and take possession of the promises of God and the revelation of His will.

1853. Friday, September 5, 2014
Fruit that Satisfies

Proverb 18: 20

With the fruit of a man’s mouth his stomach will be satisfied; He will be satisfied with the product of his lips.

A friend of mine says that I should write a Word of the Day about the power of the tongue at least every month.  Well, I should, perhaps, be reminded even more frequently than that.  I am amazed at how little we guard our mouths.  Even the secular world recognizes this spiritual law.  Read self-help books or listen to PMA teachings and you will hear these teachers over and over again educating people that their mouths determine their futures.  If secular instructors recognize this spiritual law, how is it that we Christians continue to spew doubt and negative confessions out of our mouths day and night?  We really should know better.

I think part of the answer is that we really do not pay attention to what we say.  Listen to yourself for a day.  Then take every single thing you say literally.  Do not give yourself poetic license for one day.  Presume that when you are “tickled to death” you are going to die.  What if you were literally “blown away” (one of my personal favorites)?  Now those are some examples of the innocuous things we say but what of the more significant ones?  Do you constantly say that you are having senior moments?  Guess what, if you keep saying that you are going to have more.  Do you ever make negative statements about yourself or your future?

I know some people argue that words are not really that important, that they will not carry out the purpose of their meaning.  People say, “Well, I didn’t mean it literally or I didn’t mean it like that.”  Well, how did you mean it?  If a word has a specific meaning then why does it not mean what it is supposed to mean?

Now here is the point.  Why even use those negative or fruitless expressions?  Will you die if you stop saying that you were tickled to death?  Is there no other way to express that you thought something was funny?

That is the negative side of the coin.  The positive side is that you can improve your present and your future by changing your language.  Your business is inspired by positive affirmations, not negative.  That is why God tells us that our stomachs will be satisfied by the fruit of our mouths.  He is trying to teach us that we can fill our stomachs and even our pocketbooks with the fruit of our lips.  And here is the thing, this is a free service.  It costs you absolutely nothing to speak well of yourself, your business, your family and even your church and pastor.  You can even talk yourself into happiness.  Watch what you say.  Police your language and then thoughtfully speak.  Make a determined choice about the things you let come out of your mouth.  Listen to what you are about to say before you open your mouth and let it fall out.  I promise you that you can change your life.

One last thing, if you have already passed this class, then begin to watch what you think about yourself, family, etc.   Begin to police your thoughts.  You can fend off depression, worry and a whole lot of other negative experiences if you will watch what you say to yourself internally.

1854. Monday, September 8, 2014

The Greater Blessing
Acts 20: 35

“In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

Do you really believe that?  We have heard this expression all our lives and we have each experienced those moments when giving something to someone else really did bless us but, do we actually believe this statement in our hearts?

Sometimes I think the world is divided into two groups, the givers and the takers.  It seems sometimes that people do not flow from function to function but rather remain fixed in their group.  I have observed folks who are accomplished givers.  They think of things the rest of us would never have considered.  It isn’t that we wouldn’t do some of the same acts if we thought of them, we just never think of others that sincerely.  We live in a society that tells us to “Get all you can for yourself” and “He who dies with the most toys wins.”  This is not the Christian ethic so there are warring messages inside of us.  To which of these voices will we surrender?

I want to send out encouragement today in the hopes that the result will be each of us looking around for someone to give to.  Proverb 19: 17 reads, “He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done.”  I would venture to say that anytime you give to others, whether or not they be poor, God is well pleased.  The way I see it, that provides a number of motivators for giving.  First, it pleases God.  Second, it is like giving to the Lord.  And third, self-interest is advanced.  Don’t think the third one is “dirty”.  God rewards his kids and it is His pleasure to do so.  Besides, isn’t self-interest the reason most of us are not more generous in the first place?  

I honestly believe that this “giving thing” is a real big deal to our Father.  We are supposed to be like Him and we all know that He is a giver.  Additionally, we are told that kindness is one of the traits we are supposed to exhibit (Gal. 5: 22) and the verse from Proverbs makes me think that kindness leads to charity.  Charity is part of a generous heart.

Here is what I would like to suggest.  Let us all give something today.  Let’s just all unite in a spirit of giving for this one day.  Find some way to give something to someone.  Now here is a thought.  Make it personal.  The easiest thing to do is to give to a national charity.  Now, there is nothing wrong with that but it doesn’t require much of us personally.  It would be really great if we could all do something for someone where we can look them in the eye or make some kind of personal contact.  We should endeavor to give out of our hearts not our pocketbooks.  The two can go together but the former cannot be overlooked.  One other caveat . . . I learned this from Joyce Meyer; don’t just give away something that you don’t want or are done with anyway.  Give something meaningful.  It does not have to be expensive but it should come from that good place inside of you.  Maybe it is nothing more than buying someone in the break room a drink.  It doesn’t have to be big but you should extend yourself out of your comfort zone a little bit.  

Open your eyes and look at the world a little differently.  Look for ways to bless folks.  I am hoping that you will have a lot of fun.  I am also hoping that you will write me this evening telling me how you were blessed.

1855. Tuesday, September 9, 2014

My Kingdom For . . .
2 Chronicles 10: 7
And they spoke to him, saying, “If you will be kind to this people and please them and speak good words to them, then they will be your servants forever.”

King Solomon has died and his son Rehoboam has succeeded to the throne.  He consulted with the elders regarding how to deal with the people.  This is the advice they gave.  Unfortunately, he did not have his father’s wisdom and did not receive the elders counsel.  Instead he turned to the young men, his friends and contemporaries, and asked their advice.  The young men gave opposite advice which Rehoboam to which acceded.  Thus begins the fall of the lineage of David.  In one generation the throne will be torn from David’s family although God’s intent was that an heir of David would sit on the throne of Israel forever.  This great fall begins right here, with a young man not listening to the wisdom and advice of the elders.

Today’s passage is one of the best instructions on interpersonal relationships ever.  Look at it closely.  If we will be kind to people, endeavor to be pleasing to them and speak good words then they will turn to us favorably and be dedicated to us forever.  You don’t need a weekend course on interpersonal relationships (though that is good).  If we will dissect this one statement we will hold the keys to good relationships.  And consider this, these elders, the ones that Rehoboam ignored, are the men that served with King Solomon, the wisest man ever.  They learned under an administration that knew incredible success and wealth.  They learned what worked and what didn’t.  They had walked in the reign of wisdom and yet the new guy eschewed their advice.  We, though, have our own choice of whose advice we will follow.  Will we listen to these astute elders?

And gentlemen, I am going to help you out today.  I have heard men say that they will never understand women.  First of all, if that is you, change your confession.  Secondly, it is easy, with the accent on easy.  Ask the women in your life about today’s passage or better still run an experiment.  Treat them with kindness, speak nice words to them and please them.  Believe me; they will do everything for you.  Women are natural servants in the model of Christ.  They want to do for folks.  But they have to withdraw within their shells when they feel threatened.  Harsh words and criticism are the quickest ways to make them retreat.  But show women kindness and compassion and they will treat you like a king.  

In today’s story Rehoboam chose to use force and power to make the people treat him like a king.  The people reacted by withdrawing from him.  They all went home to their own tents, to their own tribes and his kingdom immediately shrunk.  That is the way people always react to harsh treatment.  Had he listened to the elders he could have easily maintained the vast kingdom that his father and grandfather had carved out.  Instead, he began the destruction of the kingdom.  It was all so easy.  All he had to do was to choose his words more carefully and be kind to folks.  He would have reigned in glory.

We can learn a valuable lesson from Rehoboam’s foolishness.  Apply kindness and win the world.
1856. Wednesday, September 10, 2014

Sweet Aroma

2 Corinthians 2: 15

NIV

For we are to God the aroma of Christ.

One of the most empowering things we will ever do is to attempt to see ourselves as Father God sees us.  We are not worms in the dirt.  We are not wretched sinners.  Jesus changed all that.  We are a sweet aroma to God, the very picture of Jesus himself.  You see, that stinky you died and was nailed to a cross on Calvary.  The message of the new birth is that you have been born again, born a new.  That old person should be buried because it is full of nothing but rot and decay.  

However, there is a new you created in the image of God, beautiful and holy.  God does not perceive the stench of your past when he looks at you.  He smells the sweet aroma of Christ on you.  Eau de Jesus is a sublime fragrance.  Unlike most colognes and perfumes, once you apply the scent of Jesus it won’t fade.  It stays on you and with you forever.  It even grows in strength the more you spend time with him.  Jesus gets all over you and his glory fills every sense.  

The only one hanging on to your rottenness is you.  In God’s perception you are clean and aromatic.  Put yourself in God’s position and begin to smell the sweet aroma of Jesus wafting from you.  It is a comforting aroma which draws all people.  Not only are you pleasing in God’s eyes but you are also pleasant to his sense of smell.

1857. Thursday, September 11, 2014
Life in Death

2 Corinthians 4: 10

NIV

We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.

I will begin by honestly confessing that I do not understand the depth of this verse so I offer it to you for your contemplation.  Why does Paul admittedly carry around the death of Christ in his body?

Allow me to show you this passage in context from the New American Standard Bible beginning with verse 8: “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.”  This version shows us that Paul didn’t just carry around the death of Christ in his body but the reality of the dying of Jesus.  Paul uses a progressive tense.  The truth of Jesus’ death is a continuing reality in Paul and through that the ongoing and increasing life of Christ manifested in his life and in his body.  

There is life in death.  That is Paul’s ultimate message.  He and his team were constantly in peril of death but he shows us that though they were afflicted and persecuted those afflictions and persecutions were not the end of the story.  The life of Christ in them sustained them so that they were never crushed, despairing, forsaken or destroyed.  In here we see the parable of the sower and the seed.  Jesus laid down his life.  He died but in his death was the seed, the seed of life.  He laid down his life and arose with life eternal.  When we receive the death of Christ as a personal reality then we also die.  We die to ourselves and arise to the life of Christ.  We crucify our flesh in a way which is similar to Jesus’ crucifixion.  Then we bury the old self and arise a new person in Christ Jesus.

However, this passage leads one to conclude that this is not a once and for all procedure.  Paul said that they were “always carrying about . . . the dying of Jesus.”  That event became written on Paul’s DNA.  He was crucified with Christ and that reality was imprinted in his body.  Since he carried an always present impression of the dying of Christ in his body, then there was always a constant regeneration of the life of Christ in his body as well.  The life of Christ was not just given to us as in a past tense event.  No, the life of Christ is continually manifesting in the children of light.  His presence within us is constantly renewed.  It is growing as we allow more of his death and ours to permeate every cell of our bodies.  So, the more we yield to death, the more life is generated.  Crazy huh?  But that is how a seed works.  Through death it yields life.  The more seeds you can convince to die, the greater your harvest will be.  Hence, the more we die to self the more we live to Christ which simply means the more of Christ’s life and the fullness of who he is manifests in our experience.  His breath becomes our breath.  His life permeates our muscles.  He becomes the strength in our bones and sinew so that we are in a constant state of regeneration.  Life from death.  If you would live, then you must die.  If you want life continuously renewing in your body then you must continuously give yourself over to the dying of Christ.  Carrying Christ’s death in your body is like having a seed planter within you which is constantly sowing life.  You will be in a constant state of reaping.  You only have to die to live.

1858. Friday, September 12, 2014

What Love Requires

1 Chronicles 9: 1

So all Israel was enrolled by genealogies; and behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel.  And Judah was carried away into exile to Babylon for their unfaithfulness.

People struggle over what they perceive as an angry God of the Old Testament.  Admittedly, there is a different tone to some of the passages in the Old Testament but still, we know that God always loved His people.  God is love and we know that God does not change (Malachi 3:6).  So, if we know that God is love and that He has never changed then we must conclude that He was always a God of love.  How, then, do we reconcile some of the harder passages of the Old Testament?

First, people did not understand about the devil in the old days.  They thought there was only God.  Besides the dialogue in Job there are only a few other mentions of Satan in the Old Testament.  It is not until the New Testament that we really learn about the devil and his minions.  Therefore, Old Testament writers did not know who to characterize as the source of their trouble.  They wrote from what they knew and so they blamed God for their troubles.  Read Job’s account for a clear example of this dynamic.  So, one of the ways that we can reconcile the Old Testament accounts and a God who is love is from a New Testament perspective which recognizes Satan as the thief, killer, and destroyer.  We now know who the enemy is.

Something else has been stirring in my spirit lately in regards to God’s love for us and the Old Testament.  Every time recently that I have read anything about the Babylonian captivity a thought has surfaced.  Why did a God of love allow His chosen people to go into captivity to pagans?  I think the answer is because love required it.  The people were out of control.  They had given themselves over to pagan religions and such moral turpitude that they were destroying themselves.  God needed a way to save them from themselves.  They were on course to wipe themselves off of the face of the earth and from memory.  So, allowing them to go Babylon, even though as captives might have been the way that God preserved the nation of His people.  They were safer in Babylon than on their own.  They were like children.  If left to their own devices they would have destroyed themselves and their progeny.  God hid them away and put them under an administrator who could and would control their erratic behaviors.  

Lastly, many times the source of evil tidings is the seed we have sown.  When you look at the Old Testament you see, as you see today, that many times people are simply reaping what they have sown.  God put a system of inviolable laws in place when He created the earth.  Gravity is a good example.  Another is that a seed always produces after its own kind.  You can’t plant eggplant and reap cucumbers.  It just is never going to happen.  When the people sowed disobedience and violence those seeds just had to produce ill fortune.  This is a principle of the laws of the earth.  So, the enemy of the Old Testament sometimes was the people themselves.  

In conclusion, perhaps we can see the God of love through the captivity.  Maybe the only way God could save His people was to allow someone else to moderate their behaviors.  Otherwise, their seed would have continued to grow and would have eventually choked the life out of them.  If you begin with the understanding that our Father is a God of love, then many things begin to make sense that were otherwise puzzling.  Everything He does is out of love for us.
1859. Monday, September 15, 2014

Truth Be Told

Proverb 21: 28

God’s Word Translation
A lying witness will die, but a person who listens to advice will continue to speak.

What an uncommon comparison.  The first phrase of this sentence talks about a liar.  We would expect, then, for the second phrase to reveal the result for a truthful person.  First, is there a presumption that the person who listens to advice will necessarily be a person who speaks truth?  Is that why his life and voice will continue?  Is there something about a person who will humble themselves and listen to the advice of another which makes them less likely to lie?  

No one is surprised to learn that the life of a liar is in peril.  There are some things which open the door to the devil getting to run around in one’s life.  Anger is one.  It opens the door to the devil.  Speaking words of fear is another.  It is an invitation.  I don’t think there is anything we can do that invites more interference in our lives by the evil one than lying.  Lies belong to the devil.  Jesus called him the father of lies (John 8: 44).  He said that there is no truth in the devil.  Satan is a murderer and a liar.  So when we lie we align ourselves with the devil.  We have just invited him into our homes.  The result is death.  Once the devil gets into your house his objective is to kill you.  It is what he does.  He deceives lies, kills and destroys.  Which part of that do you want?

Conversely, the wise person will listen to advice and will live on to speak the wisdom that she gleans from those to whom she has listened.  The way of truth is life.  Again, no big surprise here.  Jesus said, “I am the way; and the truth, and the life” (John 14: 6).  Truth and life go hand in hand.  The surprise is that so many of us have not made a quality decision to live by truth.  When Jesus speaks truth into your life you receive healing in your spirit, health in your body, prosperity and well-being.  All things work together for your good.  So, Solomon could end his proverb with this simple statement, choose truth and live.
1860. Tuesday, September 16, 2014

God Remembers

Psalm 98: 3 

NIV

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

God has not forgotten His first love; the house of Israel.  He is faithful to Israel even today.  Israel was the seed that was supposed to germinate and spread the love of God throughout the earth so that all would know of the coming of the Messiah.  Perhaps Israel didn’t fulfill the entirety of its commission but the Lord’s faithfulness endures.  It was not dependent on the faithfulness of men but rather on the love of God.  And God’s love has expanded to the ends of the earth so that it fills every nation and every people even if those people do not acknowledge the love and faithfulness of God.  

This verse has a present tense and a prophetic tense about it.  It declares that the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of God already.  That is because God has filled the earth with life, truth and love.  Even the ground and plants have been saturated with God’s faith and love.  This has been so since the beginning.  If God’s faithfulness and love were absent then there would be no life and scientists find life in the most remote places, even places where it was once thought that no life could exist.  Life is the product of the love of God.  Where there is love, there is life and vice versa.

The prophetic sense of this passage looked forward to the first coming of Christ and even the second coming.  Salvation is extended to all who will receive.  There is no person on earth that is precluded from the love of God and the resultant salvation.  Even where no preacher has gone and preached, there is the knowledge of God.  He has put into the heart of every person the knowledge of Himself.  He has catalogued the mountains and streams as a testament to His presence.  The world around us testifies to His existence even where no person has carried the gospel.  His faithfulness has ordained the coming of the Christ to bring salvation to the world and His love is reaching to the ends of the earth.  And where no minister of the gospel has gone before God is laying a foundation right now so that no one will perish without having heard the Word of the Lord.  

God is not trying to keep people out of heaven.  He is endeavoring to get them into heaven.  He is faithful to the small and large and to the ends of the earth.  Salvation has come.  The saving grace of the Lord is and has filled the earth.  We may openly partake of salvation from everything which seeks to hinder us.  God’s salvation saves completely.  He is faithful in the small things and the large things.  Let salvation touch your household today and then by the grace invested in you by the Holy Spirit of God, extend that grace to all without reservation.  

1861. Wednesday, September 17, 2014
Said and Done

Zechariah 12: 10

And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of Grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him, like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.

My, how powerful; so much contained in one verse.  First we see the promise of the Holy Spirit, the promise of the New Covenant sealed in the giving of the Holy Spirit.  Of course, through Jesus we have all been adopted into the family of David so don’t get hung up on the vernacular.  The Holy Spirit has been poured out on all who will receive.  He is the Holy Spirit of Grace and grace is certainly the hallmark of the new covenant.  Jesus ushered in the age of grace through his atoning blood so that we are no longer slaves to the law.  We have been freed from all shackles through the victory of Jesus.

It is impossible, though, not to appreciate the prophetic truths contained in this verse.  Long before Jesus was born Zechariah wrote about the one who would be pierced.  Are you ever amazed by prophecy?  I am.  God has always wished to reveal Himself and His knowledge to His people.  He has given prophetic utterance throughout the ages and even continues to do so today.  The glory of these prophecies is best appreciated in retrospect.  Our hearts are moved when we read about the firstborn who is pierced.  We know who this person is.  Think about the people of Zechariah’s day.  They didn’t know Jesus.  Were they equally amazed by this prophecy?  I somehow doubt it.  Hopefully they did appreciate what the Lord told them through Zechariah.  

Fulfilled prophecy certainly ministers to us today.  Our faith in unfulfilled prophecies is bolstered by seeing fulfilled prophecies like the one in today’s selection.  It is amazing in its own right but equally so in the way it points to other prophecy.  If this one was so eloquently delivered then what does that mean for other Bible prophecy?

The Son has been pierced, the Spirit poured out.  This is the last age before the climatic end of the Biblical story.  We can watch the blood moons, the signs in the heavens and actually experience prophecy being fulfilled within our seeing.  These are days of which the prophets spoke.  It is a time of great triumph and joy as we glory in the victory of our Lord Jesus.  The time is at hand for all people to turn their faces toward the light.  There is a great looming darkness but greater is the light.  We will jump with joy like young gazelles at the coming of our Lord and we will see His light shining brightly.  We know the end of the story so fear not.  The end is nigh but great is the victory of the Lord Jesus and upon His wings you will ride.  Take joy.  These are the promised days.

1862. Thursday, September 18, 2014
In Whom is Your Trust

Isaiah 2: 22


Stop regarding man, whose breath of life is in his nostrils; for why should he be esteemed?

The prophet Isaiah taught the futility of having our trust in a person or in mankind generally.   For an even more clear recitation of this senselessness, let us look at the NIV version of this verse: “Stop trusting in man, who has but a breath in his nostrils.  Of what account is he?  The NIV certainly says it plainly.  It is futile, senseless to put our trust in human beings.  

The language about the breath in the nostrils is a reference to the short life span of humans.  Why put our trust in someone who is but a vapor; here today, tomorrow gone?  The only source of true knowledge or wisdom is God Himself.  We do not even live long enough to acquire any real wisdom.  We can, though, borrow heavily from God who “gives (wisdom) to all men generously and without reproach” (James 1: 5).  

Now I know how I approach this verse and others like it.  A part of me argues that my reliance is on God rather than on man but I have also learned by now that my quick response is not always accurate.  Anytime we are confronted with a verse like this which is so instructional it really pays to slow down a moment and consider from a base perspective.  That means that we need to boil down the question to the very root and see what is going on within us.  So, here goes.  Are we relying on the 6:00 news or the Word of God?  Is my doctor’s prognosis the final say or the Word of God?  When I am in need or have a question, who do I call?  Do the economic forecasters hold sway over my personal economy or do I trust God for my finances?  Who has made a greater impression on my heart, terrorists or God; does fear or faith reign?

We could go on and on.  The point is that every area of our lives needs examination in order to determine what or who our source of information is.  Are we going to fall susceptible to everything we read on the internet and hear on the news or are we going to stand with God, rely on Him for wisdom and believe His Word?  I like what the NIV translation says, what is man that we should take account of him?  Here is a free piece of wisdom – only take advice from people who are getting their information from God.  If God is not their source then they cannot give you viable advice.  Seek God and His wisdom and all will be well.

1863. Friday, September 19, 2014

Feeding the Multitude

2 Kings 4: 42 – 44

NIV

A man came from Baal Shalishah, bringing the man of God twenty loaves of barley bread baked from the first ripe grain, along with some heads of new grain.  “Give it to the people to eat,” Elisha said.  “How can I set this before a hundred men?” his servant asked.  But Elisha answered, “Give it to the people to eat.  For this is what the Lord says: ‘They will eat and have some left over.’”  Then he set it before them, and they ate and had some left over, according to the word of the Lord.

Does this story sound familiar to you?  Sure it does.  In Matthew 14: 13 and 15: 32 we read the accounts of two separate times when Jesus fed great multitudes of people with meager supplies.  Does it surprise you that Jesus was not the first one to perform this miracle?  This shows us three things: 1) there are parallels between the Old Testament and the New Testament, 2) Jesus operated in the earth as others had before him, and 3) that what Jesus said in John 14: 12 is possible.

First, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13: 8).  Jesus has not changed since the beginning of time; nor has his father or the Holy Spirit.  They are unchangeable.  Therefore, the power, the love and the miracles that we see from Old Testament times are just as viable today as they were thousands of years ago.  Further, we should not be surprised to see parallels between the two parts of the Bible when we understand the unchangeable nature of God.

Secondly, it is important for us to realize that when Jesus walked the earth he did so as a human being.  Philippians 2: 7 tells us that Jesus did not come in his godly power and authority but rather that he “stripped Himself [of all privileges and rightful dignity], so as to assume the guise of a servant (slave), in that He became like men and was born a human being” (Amplified Version).    The Living Bible says he “laid aside his mighty power and glory, taking the disguise of a slave and becoming like men.”  This is a very important concept for us to grasp.  Many times we hear people say, “Oh, well, Jesus was God afterall” in defense of why miracles are not happening in our modern culture.  But that is an inaccurate portrayal.  Jesus emptied himself of his divinity and walked the earth as a human being with all the attendant frailties.  He just walked with God in a way that most of us do not.  Jesus’ earthly ministry proves that we can also walk and talk with God as he did because he was a man and had to interact with the world like any other human being.  His deity did not explain his close union with God nor did it account for the miracles that he performed.  Today’s passage is proof of that.  Jesus’ feeding of the multitudes was not from his own divine power.  Instead he relied on the God of Elisha to perform the exact same work that Elisha did.  

Lastly, why is this so important?  When we comprehend that Jesus had to live and work like any other person it removes the complacency and doubt from our minds and hearts.  If Jesus did all that he did without relying on his divinity and instead operated in his humanity then it means that we can see the same miracles today; not only see, mind you, but perform.  It makes Jesus statement in John 14: 12 palatable; “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.” The uncomfortable part of this is that it also removes our excuses.  Jesus performed miracles by relying on the father’s power.  We have the same father and His power has not diminished a jot.  Not only that but Jesus has now returned to his divinity and we have him in addition to the father.  And are you ready for strike three.  Jesus also poured out the Holy Spirit on mankind on the Day of Pentecost.  So, we have all of the power and all of the help we could ever need.  We have only to wrap our minds, and hearts, around the truth and then we too can bless people with miracles of every kind.
1864. Monday, September 22, 2014

War and Peace

Proverb 17: 19

NIV

He who loves a quarrel loves sin; he who builds a high gate invites destruction.

Have you ever known a person who loves to fight?  I certainly have.  I have known people who did not seem happy unless they were embroiled in some kind of conflict.  I never understood how they could live in the midst of that turmoil.  Every time I talked with them there was some new battle.  To love to fight and feud with folks is to love sin.  Why?  Because God is peace.  Hebrews 12: 14 tells us to pursue peace.  We cannot operate in love with all people and at the same time be in continuous conflict.  

Ephesians 6: 15 teaches that our feet are to be shod with the gospel of peace.  That must mean that we are to walk in peace.  We are not told to put on the mittens of peace or the ring of peace.  No, we prepare ourselves with the gospel of peace by putting on our shoes.  We need that preparation because many things and people we encounter in the course of the day are going to attempt to cause angst.  If we have not properly prepared then we are going to find ourselves in a tumult all day long, struggling for a breath.

Our losing our peace is only one of the casualties of this conflict though.  When Jesus left the earth he left us his peace (John 14: 27).  That peace was supposed to comfort us so that we would not be troubled or fearful.  The other aspect of our having Jesus’ peace is that we can, and should, extend his peace to others.  We are not meant to be contentious people.  Instead we should be conduits of peace and blessing.  We are called to be lovers, not fighters even to the point that we love, bless and pray for our enemies.  We are to hold our peace in the face of trouble so that we are a source of peace for those who are in turmoil.  We should live in a no conflict zone.  Now, I know this is a tall order and most of us are not that advanced in our journey with Jesus but it is a laudable goal.  We should shun quarrels and attempt to make and keep the peace.  If we are not in peace then we have probably stepped out of God’s presence because there is always the peace that passes understanding when we are in him.  

When you find you have lost your peace, your heart is agitated or you are bothered, back up in your memory and figure out when you last felt peaceful.  Then move forwards slowly and discern what event, thought or words chased the peace of God from you.  Rectify the situation.  Repent if it was your act that caused your peace to flee.  If it resulted from someone else’s actions then pray for that person immediately.  Try to see him or her from God’s point of view.  See how He loves them and pray for them from that perspective.  Lastly, and this is a tough one, if you find that there is a person with whom you are associated and that you just cannot retain your peace when you are with them, then give yourself some space.  You must guard your peace and not be a quarrelsome person.  If that person is constantly provoking you into unrest then segregate yourself from them, at least for a time.  If it is a family member then try to limit the time you must spend with them and make sure you have prayed for yourself and them before the interaction.  Prayer is the great peacemaker.

God likens quarrelsome behavior to sin so we must avoid it.  Remember, some people love quarrels so we must guard our hearts and avoid being provoked.  Peace is the calling card of the saints.  Pursue peace with everyone.

1865. Tuesday, September 23, 2014

In Christ
1 Corinthians 1: 30

But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.

By the grace and the formidable power of God you have become one with Jesus.  You are hidden away in him, safe and secure.  In Jesus is everything you could possibly need.  Do you need wisdom for a business decision; he is the wisdom of God in our lives.  He provided and his blood pronounces that you are in good standing with God; that is your rightness or righteousness in him.  You are sanctified which means that you have been made holy, dedicated to sacred use; consecrated.  Did you realize that?  That makes you very special.  And that is not even the end of it.  Jesus also redeemed you from the curse of the law, the shackles of slavery and the death sentence that was upon you.  You have been set free indeed.

But by the miracle working power of God you are actually in Jesus.  Can your fathom what that means?  It sounds a little new age but most of the new age lexicon is just things which have been derived from God and then have had a twist put on them.  For example, people think of meditation as New Age.  In a way that is just funny.  It may be “New” Age but God invented mediation before there even was an earth.  He has been teaching his children about visualization and meditation for thousands of years so don’t let today’s idea upset your apple cart.  The miracle of Jesus in you and you in him is completely feasible when you understand that there is a spiritual realm which is every bit as real as the physical realm.  People adhere to the physical evidence because they are much more skillful with their five physical senses than they are with spiritual discernment.  If, however, you can accept by faith that you are in Christ then you will gain an entirely new perspective on life.  No matter what situation presents itself picture yourself “in Christ”.  Wouldn’t it completely change your point of view if you knew that no matter what the matter is Jesus is every bit as much a part of it as you are?  What if you were looking at your current situation through his eyes instead of through yours?  Would that matter?  Of course it would.  Jesus has power to bring to bear on any and every situation.  He also has great favor with the father.  There is nothing (legal and moral) that God wouldn’t do for you but if you don’t believe that at least believe God would do if for Jesus.  If you are in a mess God is interested in helping you and your big brother out of it.

Grab this idea – you and Jesus are an integral unit.  When you go to the grocery store, he goes too.  When he sits at the right hand of the father, you are right there with him.  Your DNA is beginning to intertwine with and duplicate his.  You are never without him.  Even when you feel alone, you have a friend that sticks closer than a brother (Proverb 18: 24).  In your darkest moments, he is your constant companion.  You are a part of him and he wants the very best for you.
1866. Wednesday, September 24, 2014

Seek and Find
Psalm 9: 10

And those who know Thy name will put their trust in Thee; for Thou, O Lord, hast not forsaken those who seek Thee.

Here is some good news for the middle of the week.  God has not and never will forsake those who seek Him.

I am not going to write today about “the name” of God but there is a huge message there.  I will just say that learning God’s name and learning about the names He used in the Old Testament to present Himself will most definitely increase one’s assurance that God is for them.  It stimulates trust which yields rest.

Honestly, seeking God is the answer to every problem you will ever face.  Christian counseling would be really easy if the counselors could just get people to hear that advice and follow through on it.  Every answer for every problem is in God so all we have to do is seek Him out and ask the question.  

And here is the promise from God to you today; if you seek Him you will never be forsaken.  Those who seek will find.  God hides in plain sight hoping that you will come looking for Him.  I have likened it before to playing hide and seek with a small child.  When my nephew was young I started out hiding too well.  I learned that I had to hide in plain sight.  It is amazing to think of now but he was overjoyed when he found me.  How much greater is our joy when we “find” God?  He’s not really hiding, you know?  He has positioned Himself where you can find Him.  You just have to lift your head and look and sure enough, there He is.  I promise, when you seek you will find.

The rewards of seeking God’s face are boundless.  I may speak in terms of His solving problems but that is very much the least of the benefit.  Unfortunately, words fail me when I try to convey how much better and how much easier all of life is when you abide in the presence of God.  It is relief, joy, hope, success, enlightenment, and on.  Whatever your heart needs, whatever you are seeking in your life, they are all found in the presence of God.  

What could I offer you that would stimulate you to seek God like you never have before?  How can I encourage you to pursue Him with renewed vigor?  Would a million dollars do it?  How about the promise of peace?  The truth is that anything that would motivate you is already in the Father.  Pursue Him relentlessly.  Pursue Him like you pursued your spouse.  And be willing to surrender the control of the reins to Him.  If you will do this you will never even think again about being forsaken.  You will know how precious you are to God and He will become your closest friend.  That is heady stuff but it is true.  The God that created the entire universe in all of its wonder and complexity wants nothing more than to be your friend.  I told you that you were special.
1867. Thursday, September 25, 2014
Disciples of Truth

John 8: 31 – 32

Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

The most telling part of these verses may be the first phrase.  Jesus was saying to those who believed in him that there was more to follow.  Just hearing him speak was not the answer.  He told them that they must abide in his word.  Some translations say to continue in his word.  I believe what Jesus is saying is that it is not enough just to hear Jesus word once.  Instead we must learn to live in his word.  Those who stay in his word will have truth and that truth will set them free of every sort of hindrance.

Let’s close the circle on this and see how it works.  From the first chapter of John we know that Jesus is the word, the incarnate word.  The word was with God since the beginning but then came alive in the form of a person and dwelt among mankind.  We also know that Jesus is the truth (John 14: 6).  Jesus is the word and he is the truth.  We also know from John 14: 6 that Jesus is the life.  Therefore, if we want life we must dwell in the word and we must dwell in truth.  Let’s go one step further though.  In John 6: 63 tells us that the words that he spoke are spirit and life.  So, life is in the word, spirit is in the word, truth is in the word and freedom is in the word.  If we want to live a life worth living, really if we want any life at all then we must abide in the word of Jesus and lest we deceive ourselves, the entire Bible is the word of Jesus.  Remember he was with God in the beginning so all the word of God is Jesus.

Further, if we want to be disciples of Jesus then we must abide in his word.  To abide does not mean a casual glance at the scriptures now and then.  It probably implies a daily residence.  If you abide in your house, then doesn’t that mean that is where you live?  It is the place we call home and to which we always try to return.  While travelling we even think of that place which we call home.  This is the place of habitation and rest.  Jesus is trying to get us to think of his word the same way we think of our homes.  His word should be the place to which we always return.  It is the place of comfort and rest.  It is our secure haven and only when we have learned or decided to take up residence in his word can we be his disciples.  

There are so many pieces of church life these days and it is easy to get bogged down in all of the things we feel we must do but there are only a few things that Jesus calls needful.  So, when you cannot do it all do those things which are most important.  Chief among them is attendance to the word.  There is no truth, there is no life, there is no discipleship or freedom apart from a habitual abiding presence in the word.  There is a reason why ministers beyond me send out daily devotionals.  We all know that liberty and life are contained in the daily consumption of the word.  The word, Jesus, is our shelter and our daily bread.  It is the presence of God in our lives to bring his truth alive within us.  There is no life apart from the word.  It is just that simple.  And do not let anyone mislead you.  There is no doctrine, no 7 step program, no teaching series that can replace the Word of God.  They are all complimentary, meaning that they are intended to illuminate the Word for you but it is the Word which has the power to change lives.  Abide in that almighty presence of the Word of God.  Receive life, truth and freedom.
1868. Friday, September 26, 2014

Ezekiel 22: 30

“And I searched for a man among them who should build up the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.”

Many times people ask, “Why did this bad thing happen” or “Why did God allow this bad thing to happen?”  Now you have the answer.  God didn’t allow it, we did.  God saw the inevitability of seeds that were sown and looked around for someone to stand in the gap for that family, nation or person but when He looked He found no one.  God would have intervened in the affairs of man many times but He couldn’t find anyone who would pray.

Psalm 115: 16 reads, “The heavens are the heavens of the Lord, but the earth He has given to the sons of men.”  You see God has given the earth to us.  Recall that in Genesis 1: 28 God gave authority to rule the earth to mankind.  While we know that God is sovereign we also should recognize that a sovereign has the right to give his authority to another.  Once done, the sovereign must follow the rule of law that he has established.  All of this is to say that god can no longer move freely in every context in the earth.  He cannot make you accept Him as Lord because He gave you authority over your life and choices.  We call that free will.  This very principle bars God from intervening at times when He would like to.  We have been given the authority in the earth so we must invite God to participate and we do so through our prayers.  You can personally keep God out of your life or invite Him to participate with you.  You really are the master.

In the same way, He cannot just step in any time He would like.  Even when you see something like the tragedy of 9/11 you have to recognize that God wasn’t the one who was asleep at the wheel.  He tells us in today’s verse that He looked around for a man to stand in the gap for the land but could find no one.  Perhaps He tapped me on the shoulder that morning and asked me to pray for the land.  Maybe He had been saying to many of us for months to pray for our nation but we were so full of our own lives that we never heard Him.  

There are two points I believe in this message.  First, let us stop blaming God for our failures and secondly, we need to make our hearts and ears more sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit so that God can speak to us and in speaking to us, commission us to pray.  He wants to spread salvation but He must have someone who will pray.  Let it be me.

1869. Monday, September 29, 2014

Consolation

Psalm 94: 19

NIV

When anxiety was great within me, your consolation brought joy to my soul.

It should come as no surprise that God can ease our souls even in times of great anxiety.  What may be easily overlooked, however, is our contemplation of God’s abundant grace in our time of need.  

When we are under pressure or worried it is easy to retreat within ourselves.  I call it the turtle syndrome.  We withdraw into our shells in an attempt to protect our vulnerabilities.  While it may be a completely normal reaction to stress or anxiety, it is the worst thing we can do.  Walking with God is not always intuitive though.  That is why the Bible tells us that we must renew our minds (Romans 12: 2).  God is our strength and our fortress in our times of need.  So, instead of drawing in on ourselves we must learn to extend our hearts to Him.  This is walking in faith.  It is the path of walking in the Spirit also.  The very essence of walking with God is that we turn towards Him at all times.  We can learn to live in a state of always looking towards Him.

Another key element of receiving the consolation of God in those anxious moments is to seek Him with your heart.  How do you do that?  For me it is always a matter of shutting up my mind for a few minutes.  When you can get quiet in your mind and in your heart then you will find that you can hear God.  In times of high anxiety, though, it feels like your insides are running on caffeine.  Slow down, take some time to quiet down and look to God to be the consoler of your heart.  Pick up your Bible and turn to the Psalms.  God will give you peace and comfort.  He always does.  He will trade your anxiety for His consolation and peace.  In times of great trouble, He is there with you.  He has joy ready to pour into your heart.  Train your heart to turn to Him and receive.  

1870. Tuesday, September 30, 2014

Spiritual Farming
Psalm 97: 11

Light is sown like seed for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.

One of the most illustrative Biblical principles is that the Kingdom of God is like a seed which is sown.  Jesus compared the Kingdom of God with seed many times.  In Luke 13: 18 - 19, for example, he said, “What is the kingdom of God like and to what shall I compare it?  It is like a mustard seed....”  And of course there is the very famous parable in the thirteenth chapter of Matthew.  But these two examples are not isolated.  God often uses the seed to explain to us how the Kingdom of God works.  In today’s example, light is sown as is gladness.  Have you ever stopped to consider that Jesus was a seed that was sown?  God sowed Jesus, His only child and He reaped many children.  This is the lesson that God has been attempting to teach His kids for generations now.

Too many times we think of sowing seed as only relating to financial gifts.  Well, if you need a financial harvest I cannot think of a better seed to sow than money.  However, whatever you sow that also you will reap.  If you sow kindness, you will reap kindness.  If you sow distrust then people are not going to trust you. What do you suppose a person who sows love will reap?  

The point that I would like to make is only a reiteration of what Jesus taught.  The Kingdom of God is like farming.  It works through sowing of seed.  Christianity does not have to be difficult.  Operating in the Kingdom does not have to be a mystery.  Jesus certainly tried to reveal the internal workings but we were hard of hearing.  What you sow is what you will reap.  Sow nothing, reap nothing.  

Once we understand this simplest of principle we can look at our lives and determine if there is any area of lack.  If there is then there is a chance that we don’t have enough seed in the ground in that area.  We can also check the quality of our seed.  Seeds sown in anger, unforgiveness and the like are doomed the same as a seed that is nothing more than some used up thing that we no longer want anyway.  But when we sow in faith then the Father causes the seed to grow even though we don’t know how.

Since Jesus told us that the Kingdom of God operates by sowing and reaping it might pay us well to meditate on it a bit.  God is sowing light and gladness.  That is an awesome concept if you think about it.  I wonder what the harvest will be.  It is a crop that has been planted for you.  Now, receive your harvest but don’t forget to emulate the Father and sow some of that seed back into the ground for the bounty that is to come.  And for goodness sake, don’t eat the seed for next year’s harvest which simply means, don’t take all that you have reaped, all that God has given you and spend it on your flesh.  Put some back into the Kingdom of God so that it can produce another crop for you.  The Kingdom of God is like a seed but it only works when you plant.
1871. Wednesday, October 1, 2014

The Heart of the Matter

Isaiah 29: 13

NIV


The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men.

This passage presents us with an interesting question.  Is worship really worship if our hearts are not engaged?  How can worship be meaningful to God if we are caught up in rote service rather than an expression of our hearts?

It is so easy to become accustomed to the form of worship such that we never really enter into it meaningfully.  How well do I know this myself?  Even as I prepare these daily devotionals I am reminded that if they come from my mind they are of very little use to those who read them.  Many times I sit down at my computer, Bible in hand and begin the “work” of the Word of the Day.  To an outside observer it may look like I am fulfilling the call of ministry on my life but I know that I am being works minded instead of worship oriented.  So, I must stop and start over.  

This daily devotional should be a form of worship for us both.  We each should approach it with an expectation of meeting God heart to heart.  In order for me to convey God’s heart to you, I must begin with prayer and I suggest that is how we should approach any form of worship.  We should begin with God on our minds and engage in a process of opening our hearts to be a heart of worship.  Worship which proceeds from our minds is not worship at all.  It is only an exercise, barely even a shadow of worship.  God makes it clear in today’s passage that worship of our mouths is nothing.  Only when worship is an overflow and an expression of our hearts is it welcoming to God.  I would go so far as to say that anything which is intended to be worship but which is merely from routine and mental assent is repugnant to God.  He is looking for us to pour our hearts out to Him.  He is not in the least interested in the structure of our worship services.  He really isn’t even interested in what many of us call a worship service.  He is only interested in heart felt worship.  He is looking for a people who will greet Him with expression of their deep feelings for Him.  He wants to hear our hearts cry out, “I love you Father.”  In fact, I truly believe that He would rather have one heart felt “I love you” than 30 minutes of singing and praying that is little more than a prayer concocted in our minds and songs that are little more to us than a page number in the Hymnal.  

We all have our routines.  Our churches and our church services have their routines too but we must not let rote words and symbols become substitutes for a heart that expresses admiration and adoration of the Father.  Whatever we do whether in our private lives or in our corporate praise services we should remind ourselves of the reason we are entering into a form of worship.  When we connect again with our hearts and get out of our minds we will flow with pure expression of love for the Father.  That is worship; that is what is important.  That is the heart of the matter.

1872. Thursday, October 2, 2014
Hearing the Voice of God
Isaiah 30: 21

And your ears will hear a word behind you, “This is the way, walk in it,” whenever you turn to the right or to the left.

Who doesn’t want to hear the voice of God speaking in their ears?  And how much better and easier would life be if we could all daily hear the voice of God?  Jesus walked in the earth constantly receiving instruction from the Father.  In John 5: 19 and John 8: 28 Jesus tells us that everything he did and everything he said he got from the Father.  What if we too could walk through our day constantly receiving guidance from the Father?  Well, it is more plausible than you might think.  

Recently I attended a seminar conducted by Dr. Mark Virkler.  Dr. Virkler has taught thousands of people how to hear the voice of God.  In his own desperate search to hear God’s voice he was led to an almost foolproof way to hear God speak to you.  As a matter of fact, he guarantees that if you apply his four keys, you will hear the voice of God.  Dr. Virkler is also the president of Christian Leadership University where you can take classes that will help you develop a deeper and more meaningful relationship with Jesus.  Dr. Virkler’s website is www.cwgministries.org.  Here you will find his materials on Communing with God and Hearing the Voice of God.  There is a large amount of free material on his site and I strongly encourage you to poke around the website and see what is available.

God wants to talk with you daily.  If you are not hearing the voice of God speaking into your life then I would say you should pursue God and insist that He guide you into learning to hear His voice.  That singular pursuit has added an incredible amount of value to my life.  I am sure that it will impact your life in the same way.

Jesus is speaking to you right now.  He wants to guide your daily steps.  He wants to help you make decisions and even help you in some of the smallest matters of life.  However, you need to be able to hear him.  He speaks to your heart rather than your brain so open your heart to him.  Hear what the Lord is saying to you today.  And be blessed.

1873. Friday, October 3, 2014
Honor the Lord
(From Jan. 14, 2009)
Proverb 3: 9-10

Honor the Lord from your wealth, and from the first of all your produce; so your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine.

It is the blessing of the Lord that makes us rich, that prospers us and meets our needs, not the work of our hand nor our wisdom.  God blesses the work of our hands and is he more than willing to give us his wisdom.  We then follow his wisdom and the thoughts and plans that he gives us and we prosper.  What is our part then?  We are to honor him with the fruit of the success he has given us.  We are so blessed of God to live in this country and to have the opportunities that we have.  We are to take our opportunities and bless God with them.  Bless his kids.  The first 10% of our increase or our income is to be set aside for God.  That is the tithe.  Out of the 100% he has given us, we are supposed to give him 10%.  That seems like a pretty reasonable ratio.  But don’t let your giving stop there.  Re-read the passage for today and you will see that the gifts that you sow are what God is using to get more to you.  He uses your seeds to bring you a whole other crop so that your barns will overflow.  Don’t be stingy with God.  Bless him so that he can continue to bless you, so that he can increase your overflow.  Honor him with your wealth so that he can create in you super abundant overflow.

1874. Monday, October 6, 2014
Open Door

(From Jan. 15, 2009)
Joel 2: 12-13

“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “Return to Me with all your heart, and with fasting, weeping, and mourning; and rend your heart and not your garments.”  Now return to the Lord your god, for He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness.

No matter where you have been in your life nor what you have done, God has issued an invitation for you to return to him.  His great compassion is revealed in His words.  He is willing to accept any of the lost sheep back into the fold.  

In the old times the people would tear their garments is an expression of their grief or repentance.  It was an outward expression of the turmoil of their spirit.  God tells us here not to rend our garments but rather to tear open our hearts.  He is looking for open hearts to dwell in.  He is looking for people who are sincere in their deepest parts in their searching and longing for him.  

He is an open God and is extending open arms.  The more we allow ourselves to be open to Him, the more he can fill us.  He is looking for people who will seek Him with all their hearts, not lukewarm petitioners.  The God of the universe wants you; wants more of you desperately and He will meet you with at least equal enthusiasm as you take to him.
1875. Tuesday, October 7, 2014 
The Prowling Lion

(From Jan. 2009)
1 Peter 5: 8
Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

You have an adversary and he is named here.  Do not be uninformed.  There is an enemy out there and he comes only to steal, kill and destroy (John 10: 10).  He will devour as many as will let him.  Someone told me once that she did not believe there was any such thing as “evil” in the world.  Well, she is susceptible to all of the snares of the wily one because she does not even acknowledge that there is an adversary.  He can run around her life unchallenged.  He can sneak around and plot all he wants because there is no lookout. I would rather trust the Apostle Peter’s knowledge and have my defenses built against foes.  Be on your guard, be alert.  Know that there is an enemy; prepare yourself by spending time in the word and with your heavenly father so that your defenses will be too much for the enemy.  He will pass you by for easier targets because you are built up in your most holy faith (Jude 1: 20).

1876. Wednesday, October 8, 2014
        Resistance is Warfare

(from Jan. 2009)

1 Peter 5: 9
8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

9 But resist him firm in your faith . . . .
Yesterday we read verse 8 wherein the Apostle Peter gave advice for us all to remain on alert for the machinations of the devil.  In today’s verse, he tells us how to do that.  We must remain firm in our faith.  Our faith in the prowess of our father is our protection and defense against the evil one.  There is no power on earth or in the heavens that can overcome the power of our Lord and Father.  When we have absolute faith in God’s supremacy and his faithfulness, then nothing is able to touch us.  Our faith in him is our guard.  God is a bubble of safety around us.  The devil is roaming around seeing whom he can devour.  Not many animals will attack an elephant.  They have to be pretty desperate to take a chance on trying to overwhelm an elephant.  There is easier prey for them to hunt. In the same way, we want to be clothed in the armor of our father so that the enemy realizes it is not worth the bother.
1877. Thursday, October 9, 2014

Suit of Armor

(From Jan. 2009)

Ephesians 6: 11

Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

In the book of Ephesians, Paul gets a chance to teach us how to withstand the plots of the devil.  The first thing that I noticed is that Paul did not use the word attack or assault relative to the devil’s activity.  The first thing the devil does is to plot and scheme.  He roams around trying to find someone he can devour.  Then he starts scheming.  We want to make ourselves unattractive as targets.  Then using the teachings of Paul and Peter we proceed to thwart the devil’s schemes.

Paul goes on in this chapter to detail the armor God has provided us.  There is first truth and righteousness.  Then there is the preparation which is in the Word of God.  Then we take up the shield which is faith and the culmination of our armor is salvation.  Having put on the full armor of God we are able to withstand the “flaming missiles of the evil one” (Eph. 6: 16).  This armor is our defense.  This is the protective covering God has given us so that we will not be victims of the devil’s schemes.  God has provided the means for our protection, defense and security.

God has also given us a weapon.  It is the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.  The Word is your weapon.  It is the tool which you use to strike back at the devil.  He hates to hear the Word quoted to him.  It defeats all the lies of the devil.  

Lastly, Paul instructs us to “pray at all times” and “be on the alert” (Eph. 6: 18).  That sounds very similar to the teaching of Peter.  Keep on the alert knowing that there is an enemy out there who would like to take you out if he can.  Pray keeping yourself built up in your most holy faith.  The shield of faith will “extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one” (Eph. 6: 16).

1878. Friday, October 10, 2014
The Winning Blow
(From Jan. 2009)

Ephesians 4: 32

And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

Do you really want to put a cramp in the devil’s style?  Take a hint from this message from the Apostle Paul.  Be kind to each other.  Do not speak to one another with harshness.  Be forgiving and patient.  You can really see the work of the devil these days in the lack of patience and kindness people show one another.  Just get out on the roads for any amount of time and you will see the personality of the devil demonstrated rather than the attributes of the Father.  We yell at old drivers rather than humbling ourselves and respecting our elders.  We almost run over people rather than wait two seconds for our turn.  You would think the whole of the world depended on our arriving at our destination in the next minute.  One more minute might spell the doom of the world. 

Let us, instead, endeavor to show a little human kindness; a little of our father in us.  Let us try to be a little less self-oriented and self-important and see others and their journeys as significant and as important as ours.  Let us speak kindly and go out of our way, if need be, to help someone else.  If we start with the way we speak to others, the rest will naturally follow.

1879. Monday, October 13, 2014
Power Tools

(from Jan. 2009)

Ephesians 4: 29

Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear.

God is serious about our words and how we use them.  We can use them to build up others or tear them down.  The word edification means instruction or enlightenment, especially when it is morally or spiritually uplifting (Encarta Dictionary).  So, therefore, we are supposed to use language with each other that is uplifting.  If people feel better and/or encouraged after speaking with you, then you are fulfilling the direction and purpose of God.  But if people feel frustrated, hurt or bad when they leave your presence, then you are not using your words in a way that God will approve.  Language is a powerful tool that we have for good or for ill.  It is so powerful and so important that it is the weapon that God gave us with which to battle our enemies.  He didn’t give us lightning bolts or fire balls that shoot from our fingertips.  He gave us his most powerful weapon; words.  Each of us must make wise choices with this awesome power.  

1880. Tuesday, October 14, 2014

Grieve Not

(From Jan. 2009)

Ephesians 4: 30 – 31

30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.

One thing I would never want to do is to grieve the Holy Spirit of God.  That drums up a truly horrid image.  Fortunately for me and everyone else, Paul proceeds to tell us how we can avoid doing so.  We are to make bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, slander and malice completely foreign to our way of living. That means that we are to have no ill will (malice) toward anyone, nor speak of others in a way that will damage their reputation in the eyes of others (slander).  We are to put anger away from us.  That is no surprise but sometimes we allow ourselves the luxury of anger.  If you do not want to grieve the Holy Spirit of God, then you should quickly put the anger away from you and move into forgiveness.  Bitterness is defined as: sharp and disagreeable; harsh; severe; piercing. 2) Characterized by strong feelings of hatred, resentment, cynicism.  You have known people who are sharp with others.  That is not the attitude God wants us to show to others nor are we to be cynical.  Taking verses 29 through 32 together, there is a picture revealed to us of the Christian walk.  If it were to be summarized we might say guard our mouths only letting those words come out that are edifying and uplifting and be kind to everyone in word and deed.  In this way we will be pleasing to the Lord God and not grieve the Holy Spirit of God.
1881. Wednesday, October 15, 2014
New Wine

(from Jan. 2009)

Ephesians 5: 18

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.

Does this verse mean that we can get drunk on vodka or gin; anything but wine?  I think we all know that drunkenness is not in the will of God for his kids.  Synonyms for dissipation are debauchery and indulgence even wickedness, depravity and decadence.  These are not words that any of us want to have associated with us.  Does that mean we can never drink wine or other adult beverage?  The verse does not indicate that Christians cannot have a drink but we should not allow ourselves to become intoxicated with strong drink.  The only thing we are to be intoxicated with is the Holy Spirit.  The way to protect yourself from getting drunk or any other kind of dissipation is to be filled with the Spirit.  Pray to the Lord to fill you up to overflowing with the Holy Spirit of God.  You can never over indulge in the Holy Spirit. 

1882. Thursday, October 16, 2014

Tuning In

(From Jan. 2009)

Matthew 21: 22
And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.

You might say that you have not received all that you have asked in prayer.  I have a question then.  How is your receiver?  Or maybe your believer is broken.  The scripture says that what we believe when we ask in prayer, we will receive.  If that is true, then perhaps we have received exactly what we have believed.  So, we need to work on our belief.  The way to increase belief is to spend more time with the Father and his word.  The more time you spend hearing, seeing and reading the word related to the subject of your prayer, the more your belief will grow.  When you find a really key scripture, one that goes right to the heart of your prayer, you should meditate on that one.  Meditate just means that you are thinking on it in a concentrated manner.  Think about each word in the scripture.  Why did the author use a particular word?  Look up the key words in a dictionary.  Look up synonyms for the word.  Talk to your heavenly Father about the scripture.  Ask him what the scripture means to him and ask him to shine even more light of meaning on it for you.  As you do this, one day the faith will just jump in your heart.  All of sudden you will know that you know.  Then the facts won’t count.  It will not matter what the situation around you looks like because you will have a revelation of the truth.  Truth is above facts and the truth always trumps facts.  Once you know the truth, you will truly be free.

1883. Friday, October 17, 2014
Down but not Out
(Taken in part from Jan. 2009)

2 Corinthians 4: 8 – 9
[W]e are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.

No matter what hardships come against us, we are never defeated because of the love of the Father, and God who always picks us up and provides us all the tools and weapons for defense and victory.  We never have to live even one day in despair because we have a Father who is loving and kind.  Moreover, he is able to care for us.  He is always there for us.  Even if some event knocks you down, do not despair.  Your Father will not allow you to be defeated.  You may say with all confidence that although you have suffered a blow, you will be back in greater form than ever before.  God is not willing that any of us should suffer defeat.  Put your confidence in His faithfulness.  We are never forsaken.  Not even when it looks like we have been.  

There is a destroyer (John 10: 10).  He doesn’t have any real power.  He is just a renegade and a trickster.  He will try to convince you that you are forsaken, that God has turned His face from you.  This is the only weapon he really has, deception.  This is what he did to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  He fooled them, tricked them into thinking things were one way when they were really another.  So, don’t believe the lies of the devil.  Don’t even believe your own eyes.  Believe the Lord, our God.  Jesus is the truth.  Believe him.  You cannot be destroyed as long as your eyes are fixed on Jesus and you deny the lies of the evil one.  God bless you.

1884. Monday, October 20, 2014
  Grace, Love and Fellowship

(from Feb. 2009)

2 Corinthians 13: 14

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

This is Paul’s closing in his second letter to the Corinthians.  He is sending his best wishes, hopes and prayers to them just as many of us do in the closings of our letters.  The best that Paul can come up with is what he includes in his prayer for them.  I find it interesting which gift he associates with each part of God.  Paul would have known each part of God intimately and would have been very aware of the gifts of each of them.  He would have known what flows from each of them and by and through this we can know what personifies each of them and what we can expect from each of them.  

God is love.  We’ve heard it over and over again but so many times we fail to really appreciate that love is God’s substance; his very nature.  He is made up; constructed of love and it overflows him.  He has love in abundance to give each of us.

Grace flows from Jesus.  His sacrifice has bathed us in grace.  His grace covers us.  His pardoning grace has saved us and made the way for us to bask in the love of the Father.

What of the Holy Spirit?  What can we expect of him?  We can expect to fellowship with him.  We can hang out with him, talk with him, receive instruction and inspiration from him.  Paul would not have prayed that the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with the church at Corinth unless it was attainable.  We are living in a new age.  We are living in the age of the Holy Spirit.  He is here for us in ways that were not possible in any previous age.  Because of the love of God and the sacrifice of Jesus, the Holy Spirit has been sent to us to make his abode with us.  He has come to lead us, guide us, and teach us.

May the grace of the Lord, the love of the Father and the intimate presence of the Spirit of God fill your day and your life.

1885. Tuesday, October 21, 2014

The Power to Change
Romans 12: 2


And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

I was driving today when this verse popped in my mind.  The thought that came with it was that we are not to transform ourselves but rather to allow ourselves to be transformed.  Look at this verse from the Good News Bible: “Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of God—what is good and is pleasing to him and is perfect.”  You see, we are not in charge of changing ourselves.  We can’t.  We haven’t the power to change but God can transform us into the beautiful image of us that He sees when He looks at us.  

Did you know that when God looks at you He sees the butterfly rather than the caterpillar?  He sees you beautiful, glorious and when we spend time with Him His perception of us begins to rub off on us.  Jesus is truth and God, our Father, has sent truth into the world to free us from every bondage, even the one of having to change ourselves into something worthy of love or of acceptance.  You are already perfect.  Jesus made you so.  Okay, so sometimes the old man inhibits the full expression of that perfect creation within us but that outward expression does not change truth.

I tried for years and years to change myself and I was never successful but then the hand of Jesus touched me and through his love and acceptance I began to manifest the new person that he created within me.  Okay, sure, I am far from the perfect expression of his love inside of me but if you knew the old me you would see the miracle of his grace at work.  

We can have the very best intentions and us the force of our will but the truth is that we just do not have the power to change ourselves.  Without Jesus I can do no thing but with him all things are possible.  That is why this verse does not tell us to transform ourselves or to change but rather to “be transformed.”  This is the state of being rather than doing.  In other words, allow yourself to be changed which is done through the renewing of your mind.  Renew your mind with God’s thoughts, with His wisdom and that will transform you.  Allow Him to shine the light of His love on you and you will change.  God’s love, God’s truth are the forces which created the earth and everything in it.  So, when we allow that love and the truth to touch our hearts and minds we, then, are just naturally and comfortably transformed into the lovely person we were created to be.  It is a matter of allowing Him to be God, allowing Him to minister His love and acceptance to you.

The hard part of this is that you have to open your heart and allow God in.  You also have to give your mind the food of renewal.  What is that?  It is the Word of God.  The Word has transformative power in it because it is truth.  The easy part is that God does all of the transformative work and it is painless because His transformation tool is love.  When you really discover that you are not damaged goods, then you will no longer fear God seeing the real you.  You won’t feel the need to hide anymore.  He knows you better than you know yourself and He loves you.  He even knows the person inside of you that you have not allowed to manifest yet.  

Won’t you let Jesus touch your heart and allow God to minister His great love to you?  If you will open your heart and mind you will find that you never again need worry about changing.  His touch will bring out the beautiful you that everyone else knows is in there.  Allow yourself to “be” transformed.  Renew your mind and allow love to have its perfect work.
1886. Wednesday, October 22, 2014
Righteous Reward

Proverb 13: 21

Adversity pursues sinners, but the righteous will be rewarded with prosperity.

Let’s talk about prosperity for one moment.  There are some people who think that prosperity is not part of the Christian ethic or that God is against prosperity.  When you read the Bible, though, you find prosperity verses all over the place.  It was a given by the time of the New Testament that prosperity followed the people of God.  That is why Jesus’ disciples were so surprised when he said that it is hard for a wealthy person to enter the Kingdom of God (Luke 18: 24).  They were astonished in fact saying, well, if the rich cannot get into the kingdom, then who can.  You see, they had an expectation that the people of God were rewarded with prosperity.

Even in our own culture we have the same underlying expectation even if we have not cognitively accepted it.  We expect the Jews to be the diamond merchants, bankers and generally to be people of substance.  Why?  It all goes back to this verse and others like it.  We understand that wealth is part of the blessing of God.

But let us go a bit further.  We are so obsessed with financial wealth that we do not receive the fullness of the prosperity verses.  Half of us are consumed with the hope and belief that this verse means that we can have money while the other half of us fight against the idea.  Ultimately all of us have missed the real point.  In God’s eyes prosperity is a much bigger idea than money alone.  That is one part of it, yes, but true prosperity is so much larger.  In fact, the Strong’s concordance says “in the widest sense.” In other words, prosperity touches every area of one’s life.   It is wellness (the state of being well) in every area of life.  In truth, prosperity is most fully recognized and expressed in “Shalom” which means everything in place, nothing missing, nothing broken.  It is wholeness.  Interestingly, if you look up prosperity in your Strong’s concordance and you look up the word peace you will find that both refer you to key word 7965.  Looking up word 7965 reveals Shalom – well, happy, health, prosperity, peace, favor, welfare, all is well, wholeness.   To be in God is to be in shalom, complete wellness.  It means family, health, finances, everything is well.  Nothing is sick, nothing is broken.  That is the blessing of the Lord.  That is the reward of the righteous.  And we know that we have become the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus, not of ourselves, but because we are in him (2 Corinthians 5: 21).

So, we are entitled to financial prosperity.  We have not been left orphans without an inheritance.  We are also guaranteed wholeness in all areas of life.  Don’t deny yourself any part of God provision, of His blessing.  Don’t live out in the barn when God has prepared a place for you in the big house.  You are an heir, a child of the king.  Live like it.

1887. Thursday, October 23, 2014

Minding the Spirit

Romans 8: 5

For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

This scripture raises an interesting question for us all.  Where, really, is our mind?  I know for myself that I awaken in the morning thinking about what I need to do that day.  So, my mind is on the things of the flesh.  There are people, though, whose first thought in the morning is towards God.  They pray before they ever leave their beds and they dedicate their day to the Lord, our god.  

No matter what our occupation we are supposed to live everyday unto the Lord.  That can be a bit of a challenge when we let the world intervene first thing in the morning.  I am learning that I need to right my ship early, then I can have my mind set on the things of the Spirit from the outset.  From there all matter of life can proceed.  If my mind is set on the things of the Spirit rather than on the things of the flesh don’t you imagine that priorities and the flow of my day may be affected?  If, instead, I am focused on my to do list, getting to the grocery store, emails, phone calls and the like it gets very difficult for the Lord to lead me.  You see, I believe in this verse Paul is giving us some very practical, everyday advice.  Set your mind on the things of the Spirit so that you and the Holy Spirit are in synch the rest of the day.  Let the Holy Spirit guide you through your to do list.  Let Him inspire your actions.  

When we set our minds on the Spirit we will reap the fruit of the Spirit.  That is what we want.  We want to live Spirit inspired lives.  Too many times people have the notion that Spirit led lives are for ministers.  The minister’s job is to teach all of us how to live the high life, life which is lived in the power and light of the Holy Spirit.  

Begin your day by turning your eyes on Jesus.  Let Him be your morning illumination.  Then just follow where he leads.
1888. Friday, October 24, 2014
      Modeling Jesus 

(From 2/4/09)

Philippians 2: 3-5
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.

There is an entire sermon in just the first phrase of this passage but I want to focus on the theme contained in the remainder of today’s selection.  It is a very important topic and one that does not get a lot of coverage.  That is probably because none of us really want to hear it much less teach it or have to submit to it.  

The first phrase calls us to never once act out of selfishness nor to ever act on conceit.  The rest of the passage takes us just a bit further.  It expands on the theme.  Not only are we not to be selfish, we are actually supposed to put other people ahead of ourselves; their interests ahead of our own interests.  How many people accomplish this directive?  Importantly, how many are even trying?  Are we, as the church, even aware that we are supposed to be putting other people, their interests, their needs ahead of ourselves?  

Most of us say that we want to be like Christ.  We pray to the Father and to Jesus to help us to become more like him every day.  Our churches teach us that we should follow his example and his path and yet how many are clearly telling us that we need to put others before ourselves in all things?  And yet verse five says explicitly that this is the attitude which has always been in Christ Jesus.

First we have to learn that this scriptural imperative exists.  As of today, at least you are on notice as to its biblical existence.  Now we can do something about it.  Most of us will need plenty of help in accomplishing this edict.  Fortunately there is a Father, a Son and a Holy Spirit who can and will help us.  Begin by humbling yourself before the throne.  Repent before the Almighty for those times when you have acted out of self-interest.  Humility and repentance are cleansing forces.  They clear your heart and mind making it easier for you to connect with the Father on a deep level.  Then you can ask him for help with an open heart.

I know some people don’t like repenting or asking for forgiveness.  We don’t like admitting that we were wrong or have behaved in a way that is not pleasing to the Father.  We can make a million excuses why it is not necessary to repent but they are all just wasted breath.  Repentance is good for the soul.  We are not directed to repent and ask forgiveness for God’s sake.  It is for our sake.  In order to walk in this kind of obedience, you will need a lot of God’s help.  When you need a lot of help from God, you need to connect with him at a very deep level.  The way to do that is to start with a clean slate.

I encourage you, even as I admonish myself, that you make this a goal of your heart that you walk in the same attitude as Christ.  That we all learn to put other’s needs and interests before our own.  I heartily implore you to embrace this way of life.  I pray that we would all learn to move ourselves out of our minds and let the ego have a vacation.  Dedicate this day to putting yourself out of your mind and out of your motivation.  Mark others as more important than yourself and let the Holy Spirit move through you to bless you and others.

1889. Monday, October 27, 2014
The Power of God
(from 2/5/09)

Numbers 11: 23
And the Lord said to Moses, “Is the Lord’s power limited?”

How would you answer that question if you were in Moses’ shoes?  We all know the answer but God wanted Moses to get a revelation of how powerful God really is.  He is all powerful.  There is nothing beyond his ability.  What is it that you need today?  For what are you believing?  

God met the needs of the Israelites no matter the need.  When they were thirsty, he brought water from a rock.  When they were hungry, he fed them with bread from heaven.  Their clothes did not wear out nor did their shoes.  Still, every time they had a need they cried and moaned and doubted God’s ability to care for them.  Their unbelief turned an eleven day trip into a forty year voyage.  Let’s not make the same mistake.  Call on the awesome power of the living God and let him turn your journey into a jaunt.

1890. Tuesday, October 28, 2014

Surrendering to Love  
(from 2/2009)

Psalm 26:2
Examine me, O Lord, and try me; test my mind and my heart.

This is a prayer we all need to make to the Lord but it might be a little frightening to ask God to look into the secret places of your heart.  The very fact that it is a bit scary and that you may have concern that there is something in there that you do not want the Father to see is the very reason that you should have this conversation with him.

First of all, he is not going to be surprised.  He knew what he was getting when he got you and he knows more of what is in there than you do.  He is not going to see something ugly and stop loving you.  He wants you to expose these hidden areas so that he can heal them or change them if need be.  This is a prayer of great trust.  When you begin to walk in deep trust with the Lord then you become confident that you can lay your heart and mind wide open to him.  You know beyond any shadow of a doubt that he will care for you.

The greater fear may be that you do not want to see or admit what is in the deep, dark recesses of your heart and mind.  Fear not.  God is with you.  He will never leave you nor forsake you.  Who better to have with you when you are walking in the dark places?  Wherever he goes, there is light.  Those places will not stay dark and scary for long because where the Lord is, there is love and light.  Fear not; ask the Lord to examine your deep places.  Invite him in and let his presence fill you.

1891. Wednesday, October 29, 2014
Angelic Action
(From 2/2009)
Psalm 103: 20

Bless the Lord, you His angels, mighty in strength, who perform His word, obeying the voice of His word!

You may or may not know much about angels.  Here is one scripture that gives us some insight into their position in the Kingdom of God and relevance to our lives.  Their role is to perform God’s word.  When God wants a thing done, he speaks it and the angels go into action to perform that which he has spoken.

Romans 4: 17 says that God “calls into being that which does not exist.”  He speaks out his word, calls light to be or whatever result he desires, and then his angels go about accomplishing that which was spoken.  He has angels just standing by waiting to be given their marching orders.  They await the spoken word of God and as soon as they hear it they hearken to it.

In the book of Daniel, the tenth chapter and twelfth verse, the angel responding to Daniel’s petitions said, “Your words were heard, and I have come in response to your words.”  

The angels are listening and awaiting the spoken word.  When we speak God’s word, they are attracted to it.  If you speak God’s word into a situation, then the angels are going to hearken to His word and fulfill it in the situation that you have spoken God’s word over.  So, if you are in need of healing, speak healing scriptures.  If you have needs to be met, speak God’s provision scriptures.  No matter what situation you are challenged by, there is a specific word of God in the Bible that is applicable.  Find that word and speak it until the might of God shows up on the scene.

1892. Thursday, October 30, 2014

Eternal Prayer

(from 2/2009)

Ephesians 6: 18

With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints.

We, the church, need to become people of prayer.  It seems that almost every day there is some tragic bit of news.  People are struggling with flooding, mud slides, wildfires and every sort of disaster.  I have noticed that when we hear bad news on the TV we are moved by compassion and feel sorrow for people going through rough times.  The hearts of many people are truly compassionate and caring.  The outpouring for Katrina victims was an example of the good heart in the American people.

And while we can be very generous and kind, there is one thing we can do that will really help all people.  We can learn to pray.  Now that may sound like drivel or may sound cliché but I find that we do not pray as we might.  So many times we have built prayer up in our minds until it has become a Holy Ritual instead of an intimate communication.  There is nothing wrong with reverence and holiness in prayer but we also need to have more routine communication with God.  I think many times we tell people we will pray for them and we have the very best intentions but then we wait until we can get in our prayer closet or wait for our prayer time.  By then we forget who we promised prayer.

As we are drawing close to God and becoming really intimate with him, he becomes not only our God but our best friend.  During that process it becomes easier and easier to talk with Him all through the day.  This is the kind of prayer that Paul encourages us to in this passage of scripture.  We can become so attuned to living a prayer full life that when we see some catastrophe on the news, we immediately say a prayer for the people affected.  When you talk with someone on the phone and tell them you will pray for them, you either pray for them right then and there while they are still on the phone with you or you pray as soon as you hang up.  We need time alone with God when we are in a very prayerful state but we cannot wait until then for all the prayer that needs to be sent up to heaven.  There is too much need.  Begin training yourself to pray whenever you perceive a need.  The body of Christ needs you and your prayers.  The world really needs you.

1893. Friday, October 31, 2014
God’s Scrapbook
(from 2/ 2009)

Malachi 3: 16

Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, and the Lord gave attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the Lord and who esteem His name.

The children of the Lord were talking and what God heard pleased him.  I imagine that they were talking about the Lord God.  They were probably saying how great He is and recalling all the great and wonderful things he had done for them.  God heard them and was so pleased that he had a book of remembrance drafted so that these people and their love of the Lord would be memorialized.  

Don’t we all want to be remembered by the Lord for the lovely things we have said about him?  How remarkable it would indeed be to move God to the point that he commands a book to be written about us.  It is like a scrapbook or a photo album.  It is something so precious to the Lord that he wants to capture it in his memory book.  Let us be moved by this verse and endeavor to proclaim God’s goodness to one another.  Let us encourage one another and praise the Lord in one uplifted voice.

1894. Monday, November 3, 2014

Holy Health

(from 2/09)

Malachi 4: 2
But for you who fear My name the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like claves from the stall.

There is so much to love about this scripture.  The image is one of incredible blessing for those who love God.  Just thinking about the sun of righteousness rising on you might be enough to dwell on for quite some time.  But that the rising of the aforementioned sun brings with it healing is great news.  Because you love God, because you have dedicated your life to Him, there is blessing in the wings for you.  One of the blessings is that you should live a healed life.  You do not have to accept the sickness that the devil has spread.  God and Jesus have already provided for your healing and your health.  They have so blessed your physical body that as you receive more of the blessing, you will be able to skip around like a calf.  You are expected to be spry and agile.  Your body serves you.  And if you are in Christ then you have your life in Christ and your body is his temple.  Your body is dedicated to the service of the Lord and the Lord is responsible for its upkeep.  Thank the Lord for his grace and mercy and for the great gifts he has bestowed on us.

1895. Tuesday, November 4, 2014

Philosophical Luxury
Mark 5: 22 – 23
And one of the synagogue officials named Jairus came up, and upon seeing Him, fell at His feet, and entreated Him earnestly, saying, “MY little daughter is at the point of death; please come and lay Your hands on her that she may get well and live.”

I wonder about old Jairus.  You know Jesus and the synagogue rulers were not on the best of terms.  That makes me wonder where Jairus stood with Jesus before his daughter became ill.  I just imagined this morning as I read this passage that he may well have been one of those people who stood in the synagogue courtyard complaining about and criticizing Jesus.  I bet those folks had a big time running down Jesus and saying every sort of mean and critical thing.  But when the need arises vain philosophies wane.  I like to say, “There are no atheists in the oncology ward at the hospital.”  While that is not completely true the point is made.  Sometimes our philosophies are a luxury that we can no longer afford.  

Inside every human is the knowledge of the truth.  Most people know the truth of God in the depths of their soul but they don’t want to acknowledge that truth.  When Jairus’ need grew large enough, he pursued the truth and when he did salvation came to his whole household.  

Where does this leave us?  If this is true then I think it leads us to establishing an ethic of patient compassion.  Perhaps we cannot know all of the reasons people deny the truth but we can be there when their need overwhelms their philosophy.  Compassion led Jairus to salvation.  Compassion healed his sick daughter.  Compassion must then also be our guiding light.

Sometimes when I hear the foolishness which spills out of people’s mouths I am amazed.  They go through so many hoops in order to avoid admitting the truth.  We can be available to pray when their need arises though and prayer does work.  When you pray and their need is satisfied they will begin to understand that the Lord, our God, loves them and will help them.  Answers to prayers are not for the saved only.  They are a witness to all of the Jairus’s of the world and their kinfolk.  Don’t withhold your prayer from the ungodly because it may be your prayer that leads them to eternal life with the Father.

1896. Wednesday, November 5, 2014
Precious Peace

John 14: 27

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you.

So here is the question.  If Jesus gave us his peace then why are we not more peaceful?  I have been playing in a week long bridge tournament and it is a great place to study peace (or the lack thereof).  I just wonder what a psychologist would say if he or she studied people in bridge tournaments.  It is an amazing dynamic.  There are a lot of great people and I really enjoy getting to see the people from my mother’s bridge club that I do not get to see often.  My goodness, it warms my heart just having my eyes filled with the visage of these beautiful people.  Then you sit down at the table and start playing cards with someone you probably have never met before and you get to see human relationship dynamics at their loudest.  I have said before, bridge can really highlight your shortcomings.  If you are, impatient, bossy, rude, controlling, or have any of a number of character flaws, the game of bridge takes a 25,000 lumens spotlight and shines it right on your weakness.  It pulls the brokenness right out of you and puts it on the table for everyone to see.  This is especially true when you play in a week long tournament.  As Saturday and Sunday roll around the rude behavior increases.  Some folks are so impolite you would have a hard time believing me if I told you about it.  

Probably my greatest weakness (having to choose between several here) is that I don’t like to let anyone push me around.  I am a fighter and have been since I was a child.  So when these bossy, rude people get in my face I tend to push back.  Now, I don’t think I am usually rude back but I don’t let their bad-mannered comments to me slide either.  So Jesus said to me this week, “Why are you letting them have the peace I gave you?”  Whoa!!

We also had some major issues with the hotel in which we stayed and one young guy who worked there almost made me lose my testimony.  Well, truth be told, he cannot make me lose my temper.  I am the only one who can make that choice.  So Jesus challenged me all week long to hang onto that which he gave me.  If Jesus gave me his peace then why would I let some jerk steal it from me?  

One lady at the bridge table got me a little.  She and her partner played the first two hands and took their jolly sweet time in so doing.  No problem.  I am not going to cause them stress or boss them to hurry.  Unfortunately, when it came to the last hand I was trying to play and she kept interrupting my chain of thought to tell me to hurry.  Well, who died to make her the boss of the world, right?  So eventually I pushed back (didn’t I tell you I hate to be bossed around?).  I told her that her interruptions were making it hard for me to think quickly.  I wasn’t rude but I think I was at least firm.  Well, one thing led to another and we left that table with less than cordial feelings.  It certainly was neither mine nor my partner’s intention to be rude or contrary but I have a hard time not pushing back when someone gets in my face.  That’s my damage showing.  But here is the thing, I have a lord who loves me more than life itself and as he left this earth he gave me his sweet peace.  Why, then, am I letting some goober steal it from me.  

The peace of the Lord is precious, sacred even.  Moreover, Jesus left his peace for us because he knew that we needed it.  His peace is not just a gratuitous offering.  It is necessary for life.  If we abide in his peace we will manifest much better health than those who let the turkeys get them down.  So many of today’s medical malconditions result from allowing our peace to slip.  It is called stress and every time we allow stress to replace peace we are allowing damage to be done in our bodies.  We can recover but we need to do so as quickly as we possibly can.  Say a quick prayer (even while you are sitting at the bridge table) and repent if need be.  Repentance may be a simple as, “Lord, I am sorry I let your peace get away just then.  Forgive me and help me to move back into peace right now.”  That is not difficult, is it?  Then you might take a deep breath, close your eyes for one second and let his peace flood right back into you.  It really does work but you have to be intentional about it.  This is not a magic formula.  It is all about setting your heart and mind on living in Jesus’ peace and being determined.

There is one other point I would like for us to think about.  What does it say about the person who is acting out?  Maybe they are fussing at their partner or being crabby but what they are really saying if you listen well is, “I am hurt and broken!  I need help.”  You see, the damage in our personality is showing and it really is a cry for help.  Now, you cannot always intervene in the person’s life at that moment but you can pray for them.  And I think I am going to get better at praying for all of my opponents before the games.  I will say that we only had that one encounter with an opponent but I did pray for all of the players before the tournament began.  Maybe as each new opponent comes to my table I can say a very short prayer and thus avoid those issues.  Hey, and remember to pray for your partner (not about them).  It is up to you and me to be the carriers of the blessing.  Criticizing our partners and feuding with opponents is not part of the blessing.  There is something much more important going on here than just our master points.  We are the actual ambassadors of Christ to a hurting world.  We are affecting eternity with our words and attitudes so let us keep everything in perspective and live and love, in Jesus’ name. 

1897. Thursday, November 6, 2014

Fleeing Fear

Isaiah 44: 8

Do not tremble, do not be afraid.  Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago?

I understand that we are living in frightening times but none the less our Father tells us not to be afraid.   There is a good reason for this, several in fact.  First of all, if we are in fear, then we are not in faith.  That is the biggest reason of all.  Secondly, though, God has prepared a way for us through all of the trouble of this age.  

You are going to hear a lot of doom and gloom reports but even as you hear them you need to say in the back of your mind, “This report is not for the saved, the holy ones of God.”  You will need to remind yourself constantly that the frightening news that you hear is not for you.  For every calamity, economic depression and terror threat your Father has prepared a way.  Re the 23rd Psalm and integrate it into your being.  Even in the midst of your enemies, even if you are living in the valley of the shadow of death, fear not.  Your Father has prepared your table.  He has prepared a feast for you so that even amidst the turmoil, even when surrounded by enemies you will be dining at a feast prepared for you by the Father of Lights.  Your enemies will stand on the side lines and observe the banquet that your Father has prepared.  You will sit and dine leisurely ignoring all but the grace and blessing of the Lord.

Don’t fear.  Don’t tremble and be afraid.  God has prepared a way.  If you find fear in your heart or mouth, root it out, spit it out.  Do not let fear be a part of your vocabulary or thought process.  When you hear yourself say that you are afraid, get your Bible and put this verse in your mouth instead.  Your God is much bigger than the monsters under your bed.  He always was, He always will be.  Fear not!  This is the command of the Lord.
1898. Friday, November 7, 2014

Heart Talk

Psalm 27: 8

When You said, "Seek My face," my heart said to You, "Your face, O LORD, I shall seek." 

The whole Bible; the law and the prophets are contained in this little verse so how shall we speak about it?  There is one word which jumped out at me from this passage.  It is the word “heart”.  David received the Word of the Lord with his heart and responded from his heart.  I wonder if this revealed “heart response” is the reason that God called David a man after his own heart (1 Samuel 13: 14).

You see, my first instinct would have been to receive God’s instruction with my mind.  Then I would probably analyze it for a week or two and then I would get around to actually doing what He said.  As it turns out, though, God is not asking us to seek Him with our minds.  He wants us to seek Him with our hearts.  It just amazes me that David’s heart answered God instead of his mind.  I didn’t even realize our hearts had a voice.  I wonder what it sounded like when David’s heart answered God.  No doubt God heard him.

So, what is my heart saying to God today?  What is yours saying?  Our culture validates brain activity but does very little to honor works of the heart, much less the voice of the heart.  But God isn’t speaking to our minds.  He doesn’t live in our brains.  He is a heart God and we must learn to open our hearts to His voice.  And then we must learn to speak to Him out of our hearts.  There is where the real communication takes place and it is always where relationships are forged.  I have heard of getting a check-up from the neck up.  Perhaps it is time we got a heart physical.

1899. Monday, November 10, 2014

Be Still

Psalm 62: 5
My soul, wait in silence for God only, for my hope is from Him.

The first thing I needed to understand about this verse in order for it to minister blessing to me is that David is actually addressing his own soul.  I think there is an entire message in the truth that sometimes we need to speak to our souls commanding them in a particular direction but what I really want to talk about today is being still before God so that we can enter into deep communion with Him.  

This has been a contemplation of my heart for a long time now and a focus for this year.  I have never been very good at being still.  Psalm 46: 10 tells us, “Be still and know that I am God” or as it reads in the NASB version, “Cease striving and know that I am God.”  Either phrasing is equally difficult.  Being still relates to both physical stillness and mental quiet.  I found being still and quiet physically challenging but mental quiet near impossible.  I would sit down to pray and my mind was all over the place.  I thought I had a quick, active mind but in truth I had an undisciplined mind.   In my experience, it is very difficult to have an active communication with God when my mind will not shut up for one moment.  Something, therefore, really struck me about the silence David commanded to his soul.

It turns out that this “silence” is an interesting word.  It is the word “damam”.  Its primary meaning is “to be or grow dumb, silent or still – ceasing.”  Not surprisingly, we see the expected silence but there is also the concept of stillness that is found in Psalm 46: 10 as well as the mandate to cease striving.  This is a profound silence then, akin, in my mind, to peace.  When we look at all of the definitions and synonyms for this word “silence” we find the words relax, rest and wait.  There is an imperative tense too in made silent, kept silent, stand still, stay still, wait in silence.  These are the commands David spoke to his soul.  He tells his inner being to be still, quiet, relaxed, etc. knowing that God will speak into the silence.

We know David to be a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13: 14).   We also see in David a person who fully expected God to be an active player in his life.  I have to conclude that this internal discipline that David exercised and his core belief that God would speak into the silence were critical factors in the enviable relationship that He enjoyed with God.  There is nothing, however, that God did for David that He will not also do for you and me.  Therefore, it may be wise for us to look into this man’s behaviors and attitudes, no, not to observe only but rather to model his behaviors so that we may enjoy the same fruit.  For I am convinced that if we sow the same seed that David sowed, we will reap the same fruit, that of a close, personal, Psalm 23 kind of experience with the Father of lights, the God of the universe, our very own dear father.

Finally, for some of you quiet contemplation may come easily though that is beyond my comprehension.  Others of you may find this topic challenging.  All of us probably need to meditate (think on, cogitate, ponder) over this topic.  Quiet spirits, still minds and bodies are not the stuff of modern society.  If, however, we want to enjoy daily communion with our Father, if we want to hear His voice speaking into our everyday life then we are going to have to master the art of silence, the skill of still.  
1900. Tuesday, November 11, 2014

Peaceful Mediations

Joshua 1: 8

This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 

Let us talk about meditation a little today.  Yesterday we looked at Psalm 62:5 and Psalm 46: 10 which teach us to be still and quiet in the presence of God so that we may know Him as God.  In the still, quiet peace of our souls is where we most easily connect with God.  However, it is quite one thing to agree that you need to be still or that you need to meditate and another to actually do it.  At least that was my experience.  

I decided one year that I was going to pray for an hour a day and I actually did it for quite a while.   Now, you would expect my life to have exhibited a dynamic metamorphosis after praying for an hour a day.  There is, however, an element of prayer that is necessary for it to have any power at all.  That would be God.  My prayer was an endless stream of syllables but I believe it lacked substance.  It probably was noise in the ears of our Lord.  I never bothered to connect with Him or the Holy Spirit so it was a soliloquy rather than a dialogue and prayer is not meant to be one-sided.  Prayer is communication with God through the three persons of the trinity.  My spirit, soul and mind were rarely quiet, still or silent.  So, I would try with all my strength to be still and quiet.  I would try to meditate.  How many of you know that when you try that hard and apply power that you just create more noise.  There is no effort in stillness.  Remember, Psalm 46: 10 says to cease striving.  So striving to hear the voice of God or striving to meditate is just not going to work.  I was in violation of the principles of prayer and the kingdom of God.  God teaches us that we connect and have deep fellowship through peace and ease.  David commanded his soul to silence so that he could hear what the Father would say.  David knew in whom his hope rested because he had many times experienced that saving grace of the Lord.  

It is exceedingly unfair for teachers to constantly intone about meditation and never teach us how to meditate.  For some of you I understand this comes easily.  I cannot even fathom.  Others of you may have struggled with me.  How then do we enter that rest that we often hear about?  

My revelation was not my own.  A dear friend and mentor led me, this year, to two ministries which in conjunction have opened the prison doors and set me free.  The first of those ministries is Communion with God Ministries whose founder is Dr. Mark Virkler.  How appropriate.  Now, do you think a ministry with that name may be able to help you find God and assist you in communing with him?  Absolutely! And it was certainly true for me.  Dr. Virkler’s foundational program is 4 Keys to Hearing God’s Voice.  If you want to hear God’s voice speaking directly to you, then this program will make it happen for you.  Dr. Virkler very subtlety teaches us left brained people to stimulate the right side of our brains bringing us into greater balance and causing us to experience the other half of the world (maybe more than ½).  His website is a great beginning place and it is loaded with tons of free content.  Free is good.  I learned how to use the 4 keys just from his website and had an immediate breakthrough.  The website is www.cwgministries.org.  

The other ministry that has radically altered my life this year is Impact Ministries with Dr. James Richards.  Dr. Richards has many areas of expertise which can impact your life but the Heart Physics program is what has taught me how to be still.  It was amazingly easy too.  I was absolutely astounded at how quickly I began having significant breakthroughs.  In fact, during the first week I had several major ideas just “come to me.”  That which Dr. Richards teaches can alter every area of life.  And while it takes a few minutes to go through the heart exercises, that time and more is added back in productivity and creativity.  He also teaches you how to have more energy.  You will be amazed at the peace you gain through heart physics and I guarantee you will learn how to calm yourself down and to meditate.  It is a very fruitful program.  Find all of Dr. Richards’ resources at www.impactministries.com or www.heartphysics.com.

We can all have peace.  We can all find God in the stillness of our hearts.  These two ministries can help you find that place of calm serenity where Jesus is waiting for you.  Be still and know your God and savior.  Find peace and truth in meditation.
1901. Wednesday, November 12, 2014

The Righteous Judge
James 4: 12

There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor?

I have an even better question.  Who are you to judge yourself?  You see, all judgment has been given to Jesus: ALL. We have no more business judging ourselves than we do in judging others.  This is one thing that really makes Jesus angry.  Read the gospels.  When was his ire piqued?  It was always over the sanctimonious Pharisees.  How dare we judge what Jesus has sanctified.

I am as guilty as anyone.  Recently my trip to the beach coincided with fall bike week, bikes as in motorcycles.  Some bikers are accountants during the week but we also encountered some folks that you wouldn’t want to meet in a dark alley at night.  But that is a judgment isn’t it?  This fellow passed me on the street and I could feel myself recoil.  He was covered in tattoos, his hair was dirty, his teeth needed some work and of course he was dressed in jeans and a leather vest.  Now for all I know he could have been the nicest person at the beach but I felt myself wanting to give him a wide berth.  I did catch myself though and tried to see him through Jesus’ eyes and then it occurred to me that Jesus went to the cross for this guy.  Who am I?  Am I really any cleaner than he?

God gave all judgment to Jesus because he is the savior, the life giver.  When Jesus judges it is in order to bring salvation, hope and blessing.  We condemn people.  When we exercise judgment then we are calling what Jesus calls holy unclean.  We begin to look like Pharisees.

For those of us who are tough on ourselves we must recognize that self-condemnation, judgment and persecution are not saintly exercises.  We are God’s precious children.  How would you feel or react to someone criticizing your children?  Do your really want to call one of God’s children unclean?  Not me!  I’m guessing that is the one way to incur his wrath.  Our energy would be better spent thanking God for making us His righteousness in Christ Jesus.  We may not demonstrate perfection in our actions but the perfect lives within us.  We are temples of the Holy One and that alone makes us worthy and beautiful.  I may disappoint myself sometimes but God sees fit to make His abode within me.  And honestly, as the Apostle Paul has taught us, it really is in my imperfection, in my weakness that His glory shines.  Whatsmore, if I am busy judging and condemning myself it means that my eyes are on me rather than on Him and that is the deepest cut of all.

We have not been given the authority to judge anyone and the reason is because we seed the soil of our spirit with corruption when we exercise judgment.  It is poison to our spirits and it is from our spirits that life comes forth.  We all want to harvest a crop of abundant life so we must take care of the soil and note what kind of fertilizer and seed we are spreading.  If we put toxic material like judgment and unforgiveness in the fertile soil of our regenerated spirit it is going to have a devastating effect on the life giving spring of our spirits.  We really must ponder this and allow Jesus to speak into our lives about the toxic environment we are creating in His temple.  It doesn’t matter who your judgment is aimed at – it is all forbidden you.  So whether it is tattooed motorcycle riders, rock and roll musicians, gays, the “other” church or even yourself, you are killing your crop which is the abundant life of blessing and health when you engage in it.  All judgment belongs to Jesus and he has not shared his authority with any of us.  I would even say that it is a high offense against Jesus and the position God has given him.  Moreover, we take on the mantle of Pharisees when we engage in judgment and the last thing any of us wants is for Jesus to see us as Pharisees.  Release all judgment.  You will find freedom and peace.

1902. Thursday, November 12, 2014
Rest for His People
Psalm 37: 7 a

Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him.

Pick a word in the verse above that you don’t like.  Go ahead; there are plenty of opportunities there.  Let’s see, how about rest, wait and patiently?  How can such a short verse have so many challenges in it?

I am learning that this is a powerful idea even if it is very difficult to do.  For all of you Type A personalities who model action and doing this verse probably poses a few trials for you as it does for me.  How then are we to attain such an ideal state?  I really think there is great power in this verse but to reach this restful state we are going to have to slow down ourselves for a bit.  Here is where mediation can be a strong ally.  How do you slow yourself down so that you can quietly and patiently wait for the Lord?  Sometimes exercise can help you burn off the stress and excess energy so that you can be still and rest in God.  Music may work for you, perhaps art.  For me it is often about just getting outside.  There is serenity in simply admiring God’s great creation.  Each of us must find our own strategies for slowing ourselves down so that we can enter a quiet state.  When we can be still then we can hear what God is speaking to us and that inevitably leads to rest.

There is also an element of trust imbedded in this verse.  In order to rest in God and wait patiently for Him you must trust that He will answer you.  Otherwise you will want to work in the might of your hand.  As we learn these principles we find that God can do more while we meditate than we can accomplish through hours of striving.  A heart that honestly believes in God will be a heart that is at rest.  The moment we begin to feel stress then we know that we have moved out of that divine peace which is the hallmark of a life lived in and through Christ.  However, if we truly trust our God to meet our need, then our hearts will remain peaceful.

There is more in this idea of resting in and trusting God than I think most of us have comprehended.  How can we do all that we need to do and remain in a restful state?  There is a revelation on partnership with the God of creation that we have just not grasped yet.  Perhaps you are the one who can teach this to the rest of us.  This is the essence of faith; trusting rather than striving.  I welcome you, all of you, to go to the blog site where we post this daily devotional and enter your comments.  Perhaps we can begin a dialogue and share our experiences.  Those of you who are more successful at resting in God can help the rest of us. The blog site is www.iveyministries.blogspot.com.  

Be at peace.  Rest, knowing that He is God.
1903. Friday, November 13, 2014

Fret Not

Psalm 37: 7b
Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, because of the man who carries out wicked schemes.

Do you ever have a problem with this or am I alone.  Well, you can rest today and I will preach to myself.  I am sorry but I do struggle right here.  I should be holier than this but here we are.  I see people behaving poorly, mean-spirited and selfish and then I get all holier than thou because they are prospering more than I.  I had to have a conversation with God about this just this week.  You know what surprised me the most about it?  It was that He let me say my peace.   Before I actually opened my mouth and let the junk come out I checked my heart and found that He will let us talk about our stuff, even our unholy stuff.  You know, He was not the least surprised that I am not yet perfect nor that I had these feelings.

I encountered this once before in my life.  I witnessed people living the high life who really did not behave very nicely to God’s people.  Well, one of the ended up in prison and the other died young.  That is why God has us pray for these folks.  And that is the worst rub of all – when we have to pray for the bad actors but then, I’m not all that pretty at times either so hopefully someone is praying for me.  Yes, it is easy to chaff at praying for those who are prospering even amidst their wickedness but when God tells you something to do it is for your benefit that He is instructing you.  There is something inside of you that needs breaking through and our Father knows that when you pray for these folks you do yourself a favor as much as you do them.

God says, “Don’t fret.”  In the 8th verse we find out that fretting only leads to evildoing.  Somewhere in that fretting is jealousy and the complete absence of the love that Jesus brought into the earth.  In fretting is stress to your heart.  It is another one of those things which will steal life from you like unforgiveness and a judgmental attitude.  God wants you free.  He wants to give you that abundant life that Jesus promised.  All of His instruction, then, is intended to lead you into abundant life.

As hard as it is for me to say and as hard as it is to do, let us agree to pray for these people.  When they are enjoying the fruit of your prayer they will never even know that God is granting them favor and blessing because of your intercession for them.  I know that can sometimes cut deeply but know this, your Father is very proud of you and in this way you can actually give Him joy.  You will get your turn, well, at least I am counting on it.  Let us do our work in our own hearts so that we may glory in all that the lord has for us.  But let us not fret or instill anger and jealousy in our hearts.  Be at peace.  Shalom.
1904. Monday, November 17, 2014

The Healing Touch

Jeremiah 30:17

For I will restore you to health and I will heal you of your wounds.

I am sure you have had an itch that you cannot reach.  Usually it’s right in the middle of your back.  If you are lucky you can find someone who will scratch it for you.  I want you to imagine that instead of it being an itch though, it is a wound.    If it hurts a great deal you may find that you don’t want anyone to touch it, even a healer.  This is the way we are with God.  Although He has healing in His wings, many times we won’t let Him touch the spot that hurts.

Deep inside us are places that we cannot reach but we refuse to allow anyone else to touch them even if they mean to minister healing to them.  We are afraid of receiving more pain.  We need to address this dynamic and allow the great healer to touch us.

First of all, if we are afraid then fear is the first obstacle and it is usually the greatest hurdle we must overcome.  Fear is not from God.  All fear is from the pit of hell.  Fear is not the same as wise caution.  It you balk at doing something stupid because it may end in injury I would say that is wisdom.  Fear of allowing God to minister to you can only be from the devil.  That makes sense, right?  So we must not allow fear to rule our lives.  We are afraid of pain but healing pain is transitory. It is very short lived while leaving the infected area untreated will result in greater and greater sickness and pain.  When this wound is in our flesh we ultimately come to these conclusions and seek out help.  It is when the pain is in our hearts that we close up like a clam and we do not even allow the light of blessed Jesus to shine in those dark recesses.  

Imagine with me again, if you will.  Picture an infected wound inside your spirit, inside your heart.  Is your instinct to hide it away and pretend it is not there?  For many of us that is the first response but God has made us thinking spirits.  We do not operate by instinct but by the grace of God.  Therefore, we may engage a higher faculty.  We have minds that have been anointed by Christ himself who gives us his thoughts and his wisdom.  We have glorious spirits where the Holy Spirit himself resides.  We can rise above animalistic instinct and engage in holy dialogue with the healer.  

Believe me in this, trust me; his touch is tender.  I have had doctors root around in physical injuries, I had one doctor hand me a bullet to bite on, I know about pain.  I also have been touched by Jesus and it is not the same at all.  He is gentle and kind.  There are few people walking around without some sort of wound, we are the walking wounded and just because we can function does not mean we are whole.  Jesus came to give us the abundant life that he and his father live; he came to give us his life (John 10: 10).  He wants to lead us all into a glorious existence where our needs are met, our bodies are healed and we have rewarding relationships.  He wants to give you everything you have ever wanted but he needs you to let him in.  He can heal all of the broken places even the places you are afraid to look at.  His healing is complete but you have to give him access.  Won’t you spend some quiet time with Him and talk to Him about this.  I know this is a big reason why you have a hard time spending quality quiet time with Him.  You are afraid He will begin to talk to you about your brokenness but if you will allow Him He will make it all better.  Give Him a chance.  Let Him be your healer.  It will be okay.  I promise.

1905. Tuesday, November 18, 2014

Incense Offering

Revelation 5: 8

And when He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, having each one a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

Today is a visual day.  I want you to look with me at the golden bowls which each of the elders holds.  Did you notice that they are full of a substance which gives off a sweet smelling aroma?  That substance is the prayers of the saints.  Can you see the aroma wafting up from the bowls and filling the throne room?  The vapors reach the Father and He inhales deeply of them.  Think about when you walk into a kitchen where someone is baking.  Don’t you stop in your tracks and take in a deep breath savoring the pleasant smell?  Or I think about when I drive by someone mowing their lawn.  I take deep breaths letting the scent fill me until I can no longer smell it.  

Those pleasant aromas arrest our attention.  You may be in conversation but you immediately take that deep breath so you can enjoy the scent.  This is the way our prayers are to our Father.  They constantly fill His nostrils with the most pleasant fragrance of all.  I like the idea that there is something we can do which brings pleasure to our Father.  It is no coincidence that all twenty-four elders hold a harp and a golden bowl.  These are the things which please God; musical praise and prayer.

As I read this verse today I found that I immediately wanted to pray and put a prayer in the bowl which would smell exceedingly wonderful as it is offered.  Not surprisingly,  the prayer was much more about how great our Father is than what I needed Him to do for me.  I will confess that I found the prayer very fun and even gratifying for me.

Picture, if you will, an altar in the throne room where we give our offerings to the Lord.  Rather than the meat of goats and lambs, we offer up music and prayer.  We give to the Lord not something that is external like a sheep but rather that which comes from within us; our praise and our song.  

I wonder sometimes if our Father is tone deaf because I have noticed that He enjoys us singing to Him no matter how cacophonic the sound.  You don’t have to have a good voice, just a heart of love for Him.  He hears sweet music when you sing and He smells sweet incense when you pray.  You cannot sing wrong or pray wrong when you give your offering from your heart.

It is amazing that the God who created Mt. Everest, the Amazon River and every star and heavenly body in the universe can be pleased with something as simple as our prayers.  It sure makes one rethink one’s theology.  It also reveals so much about our Father.  It is delightful to realize that we can give Him joy.  Even better, it is really easy for us to do so.  We do not have to create a masterpiece.  We have only to appreciate that which is.  So, let’s fill up those golden bowls and flood the throne room with a sweet aroma.

1906. Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Liberty

2 Corinthians 3: 17

Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

Are we truly free?  Better still, to what are we bound or what is it that prevents us from living in true liberty?  There was an interesting discussion in the book of John beginning in verse 31:

So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, 'You will become free'?"   Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. 

The Jews thought they were free but Jesus could see that was only a façade.  And even though they were heirs of Abraham, Jesus could see the chains which bound them.  I think it fair to say, then, that just being heirs of Jesus is not enough for us either.  We must avail ourselves of those tools which Jesus has given us which cut through all chains.

Few people would disagree with the idea that sin keeps us in chains but I do not want to get hung up on the word “sin.”  It is too loaded and thus we may completely miss the point that Jesus and Paul want to convey to us.  Jesus told the Jews that his word had power to make them free.  He told them to continue in his word.  This implies that a one-time exposure to his word is not sufficient.  When we give ourselves over to Jesus’ word then we will find truth constantly spoken into our spirits.

There are all kinds of things which keep us in bondage.  Let’s think about a few.  How about health challenges, anger, a critical spirit, depression, fear of rejection, all kinds of fear, legalism, judgmentalism, unforgiveness, etc.?  I am sure you can add many more things to the list.  Jesus said that he came to set us free (Luke 4: 18) but in truth I think few of us are really living free.  Many of have allowed situations, past and present, to forge chains on our lives.  There is, however, one who has the key and he is with you right now and well able to set each of us free from whatever binds us.

The Spirit of God was sent into the world to be our constant companion.  When we live in that constant companionship we are always empowered with bondage breaking strength.  There is nothing that Jesus and the Holy Spirit cannot break off of you.

What is required of us, you might ask.  I believe victorious living requires a submissive approach.  When we allow ourselves to live under the authority of the Lord Jesus while we abide in his presence then that companionship and contrition allow the Lord to speak into our lives.  Every moment becomes a very present minute in which the Lord can breathe life and liberty into us.  Humility is a great weapon in our fight for freedom as is a willing spirit.  Jesus is always speaking freedom and victory into our hearts.  We must only submit our wills to his and surrender that moment to pause and listen to him.  Busyness is not only a lifestyle in the modern world.  It is also a desert in which there is no living river of water flowing.  The river of life is inside you right now.  If you would be willing to turn inside and receive the ministry of the Lord Jesus he will free you from everything that inhibits you.  He will set you free in every single area of life: health, wealth, relationships, spirituality, and occupational.  Let him be Lord and be free.
1907. Thursday, November 20, 2014
Audacious Faith

Romans 14: 23

But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin.

I’ve got to tell you the truth about this verse.  I have been avoiding it for weeks if not months.  I wrote it down on my verse list a long time ago and every time I look at it I decide it just seems too negative to write on.  I like bringing the good news and words of encouragement.  None the less, there is something our Father is trying to say, especially when we combine it with yesterday’s Word of the Day.  

Okay, so now we can finally nail down exactly what sin is.  It is everything we do or say that is not from faith.  Wow!  Pardon me while I go repent.......  Alright, I’m back.  That is a lot to bite off isn’t?  But we just learned yesterday that these are the very things which end up putting us in chains.  So, here is why the out pouring of the Holy Spirit was so critical.  We are to live every single moment in faith and we can only do that when we become acutely aware of the indwelling presence of God in us and with us.  God, in His three persons, is with us every minute of every day.  The problem comes in when we do not acknowledge His presence.

What is faith anyway?  Well, Hebrews 11:1 says, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”  Did that clear it up for you?  Perhaps not.  I like that definition and I draw upon it often but I also have to translate it for my personal application and this is how I use it.  At its base, faith is simply “trust in God.”  It is that assurance that God is proactive in my life.  I love the word assurance.  The American Heritage dictionary defines assurance as freedom from doubt, certainty.  You’ve got to love that.  It even goes so far as to use the words boldness and audacity.  I love it!   Am I audacious enough to simply believe God?  Or even to believe that God is God?  

People of faith have resolved these big questions in their hearts.  Many of us have assented to the idea intellectually but faith arises from your spirit.  It does not issue from you mind.  Those who walk in faith have a deep, abiding trust in God in their gut.  Now, you cannot reason with these people.  Don’t even try.  Their assurance is not a product of reason.  No matter how cogent your argument, it will not prevail because they are not listening with their minds.  God has persuaded their hearts and the heart muscle is much stronger than the brain.

How can we become as bold as they?  How can we learn to walk step by step in faith and trust?  It all begins with that relationship with the Father, doesn’t it?  Think of anyone you trust.  Haven’t they proved their trustworthiness through the course of your relationship?  But also, didn’t you have to extend a little trial trust in the early stages of that relationship?  You didn’t begin trusting them with the big things, did you?  So it is with God.  We try to trust him to give us a new car when we haven’t even trusted Him with finding our car keys yet.  So start small.  Run some experiments.  I literally trusted him to find my car keys once.  Then you can try a little bigger test.  Keep going.  You will soon trust him for big things.  Don’t worry if you miss it now and again.  You will find that practice helps you hone your hearing and your ability to follow his leading.

I want to live in this space that Paul intimates in today’s passage.  Can you imagine if we all walked in audacious faith 24/7?  Even when we sleep we would sleep in faith.  Let’s give it a go.  It sounds like a great way to live.  

We would love for you to share your faith stories on our blog because it will encourage me and others.  That site is www.iveyministries.blogspot.com.  Come visit and leave us a note.
1908. Friday, November 21, 2014

Honor and Humility

Proverb 13: 18

Poverty and shame will come to him who neglects discipline but he who regards reproof will be honored.

This is a difficult verse and certainly for the maturing Christian rather than cultural Christians.  Cultural Christian is my term for people who are Christians but who are not pursuing spiritual growth.  We might call them passive Christians.  This is not a passage for them because this one causes one to look introspectively.  

The word which is translated here as discipline can also be translated as instruction.  So the honored among us are those who do not neglect instruction and correction.  No one likes being corrected.  Few will even stand instruction but for those who are masters of their egos rather than a slave to it there is honor and promotion.  So, let us all look inwardly for a moment?  From whom do I receive instruction?  To whom am I submitted?  Christians are expected to receive daily instruction.  I think that can be seen in the number of devotionals which are available.  Of course the master instructor is the Holy Spirit and we should all be tuned in to his daily program but let us not deceive ourselves.  The Holy Spirit also uses people for his purposes.

First of all, not everyone is sensitive and listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit and some are just better receptors than others.  Secondly, he employs people in every area of expertise to speak his wisdom.  So each one of us should first of all submit ourselves to the Holy Spirit and take our direction from him rather than being our own leader.  Second, we are deceiving ourselves if we think that we are not supposed to submit to human leaders.  To think we should lead our own parade is just the voice of ego.  You may be the leader of hundreds or even thousands but you should also have someone from whom you receive instruction and if need be, correction.  

The other side of the coin is, don’t follow someone who isn’t also a follower.  We are all at various stages in the journey.  Make sure that the person you are following is still travelling; a stagnate person can only lead you to stagnation.  We should all be growing in the things of God.  None of us has yet arrived but like Paul said, we press on to that high calling.  If you want to follow that high calling you should submit yourself to another’s leadership and make sure that person is also submitted.  Then we are all receiving instruction and growing the result of which is the unveiling of the mystery which is in Christ Jesus.
1909. Monday, November 24, 2014

The Wise Follower

Hebrews 13: 7

Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.

On two occasions the Apostle Paul encouraged people to imitate him.  The first occurrence is in 1 Corinthians 4: 16 where he wrote, “I exhort you therefore, be imitators of me.”  I find that remarkable. What kind of confidence does it take to tell people to examine your life and imitate it?  Isn’t that exactly what today’s verse teaches though?  The second time Paul instructs people to follow him by imitating his life is in 1 Corinthians 11: 1, “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.”  The key is in the last phrase.  He was confident in his following of Christ.  “Follow me as I follow Christ,” he might say.

No one walks this journey alone.  There is no such thing as a self-made person.  We all stand upon someone else’s shoulders.  The wise among us are better at this than the rest of us.  They don’t let their ego inhibit their growth.  For some people, advancing on the journey is more important than trying to be their own leader.  There is an expression in legal circles that an attorney who represents himself in litigation has a fool for a client.  The same sort of wisdom can be applied to our spiritual journey.  Only a fool would nominate himself as his own leader.  How can I lead myself where I have not yet gone?

I am increasingly aware of and impressed by the number of times the Bible addresses humility.  It is one of the overarching principles in the Bible.  Humility goes with honor.  Pride is associated with one’s destruction (Proverb 16: 18).  Pride is often joined with foolishness while humility is the hallmark of the wise.  The reason this is important is that the number one reason we do not submit to another’s leadership is ego.  If we can embrace humility, then we can benefit from the wisdom of those who have gone before us.

There are people in the body of Christ who have been appointed as leaders and they bear a tremendous burden because they have been given the responsibility for leading the flock.  Having been appointed to positions of leadership has not made them perfect but still they lead the way for us.  As today’s verse teaches, we are able to consider the result of their conduct, which is the same as beholding their fruit.  If the fruit is good then humble yourself and receive the benefit of their instruction.  

I want you to be a follower even if you have been chosen as a leader because only good followers make good leaders.  I do want you to be wise in who you follow though.  Let us look again at today’s verse.  Beyond being a person who bears good fruit they also must be one who speaks the Word of God to you.  I don’t care how wise or how awesome they seem, if their advice is worldly then they are deceived and will soon lead you in to deception.  And by now we all know who the author of deception is.  Paul intones, “Follow me as I follow Christ.”  In like manner we might say, “Follow this advice which I have received from the Lord Jesus.”  We also should follow those who are following Christ.  There is no one of this earth who can give us wisdom that eclipses that of God.  So, why would we listen to those fools?  And yet we do.  In plain language let us be clear.  Do not take financial advice from someone who does not tithe.  Do not take relationship advice from someone who does not have a deep and abiding relationship with the Father, Son and Spirit.  Do not take business advice from someone who has not made Christ the Lord over their business.  We have learned what happens when we follow worldly fiscal and business advice.  We end up in an upside down economy such as we experienced in 2008 and the years following.

Lastly, I wish to strongly encourage you to honor those who are leading you.  Read today’s verse again.  Who does it bring to your mind?  Who has spoken the Word of God to you?  Of course our pastors spring to our minds and I wish for you to show them honor and gratitude because theirs is a difficult job to say the least.  Perhaps there are some other people who have given you the benefit of their walk with the Lord.  Hearken to their voice and bless them however you may.

1910. Tuesday, November 25, 2014

I Have The Power

2 Chronicles 15: 2

"Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: the LORD is with you when you are with Him. And if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.”

You are in charge of your relationship with God.  Did you realize that?  You can be as close as you want or as distant.  It is your call.  In fact, did you know that God cannot breakup with you?  What power that is.  If you decide you do not wish to have a relationship with God then that is your call but He cannot make the same election.  He has given all power over your union with Him to you.

In the verse for today we see Asa, King of Judah, being given this same message.  The Lord is with you when you choose to be with Him and have Him with you.  He is found when you Seek Him and His face will only be hidden from you when your turn away.  God has given us power and a free will.  He will even let you go to hell if you choose to.  In fact, He cannot prevent it if you so choose.  He has given us ultimate power in choosing how to live our lives because He wanted children, not robots.  He wants to have a meaningful relationship with beings He could actually even call “friend.”

But as Spiderman says, “With great power comes great responsibility.” That is the part which some of us struggle with because if we do not have the relationship with God that we want the responsibility lies with us.  Now, that is not what I wanted to hear; still don’t sometimes, but there is something very empowering in that statement because it also means that I can affect the relationship.  I can choose whether God will be found by me or not.  All I have to do is seek.  He has no choice but to be found.  I like that.  If I choose to be with God, or if you choose to be with Him, then He has no choice but to be with us.  You see, God is omnipotent but that does not actually mean He can do all things.  He has hemmed Himself in by His own rules.  He actually hasn’t the power in some things because He has given that power away.  It was His choice.  We certainly didn’t make Him do anything He didn’t want to do but once He makes a rule it binds Him as much as it does anyone else.  He will not violate His laws.  So, if you want to kick Him out of your life, then you are fully able.  On the other hand, if you seek Him He cannot help but be found by you.
From my personal experience I can also testify that this is true.  I did blame God for our relationship not being all that I wanted and I put Him on notice that I was going to hunt Him down.  And hunt Him I did.  After years and years of living in the desert I found that there was an oasis right over the near dune and that it was He.  He was calling to me, “Come; come to the cool water and drink.  I am here.  I am awaiting you. He was there all along, right in front of my face but the noise in my head was too loud for me to hear.  My heart was anesthetized and unable to hear.  But brother when I opened my eyes and ears and went searching for Him He exploded on the scene.  He was waiting for me and met me with such vibrancy that my body, soul and spirit have been pulsating ever since.  And I know that I will never live in the desert again.  I think about all those wasted years roaming around in the desert lost when He was right there all along trying to be seen by me. 

Don’t be a fool like I was.  Open your ears and eyes right now.  Let God know that you intend to find Him and when you open your eyes you will find Him standing right in front of you.  The power is yours.  Determine what kind of relationship you want with God and make it so.

1911. Wednesday, November 26, 2014
Eyes of Expectation

2 Chronicles 15: 7
NIV
But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded.

Sometimes you work and work, you give and give and yet you see no fruit from your effort.  It can be very frustrating.  Well, God has a word of encouragement for you today.  “Don’t give up.”  He sees your effort and He is guarding every one of those little seeds you are planting.  You will have your reward.

The farmer plants the field and goes to bed.  Each day he checks the field to see if any sprouts are sticking their heads out through the soil.  One morning he gets up and finds that the seed has sprouted and there a young plant is growing.  For days and days when the farmer checked his field there was no evidence of the work he had done.  We sow the seed but then it is God’s job to cause the seed to germinate and send forth fruit.  It often looks like nothing is happening but God is working on something.  Sometimes when you least expect it fruit will appear.  You may have planted a seed twenty years ago.  Perhaps you have even forgotten about it or given up on it but God is watching that little seed.  He is guarding it and watering it.  Then one day, out of the blue, here comes your harvest.

Your job is just to plant seeds.  God provides the harvest.  There is nothing a farmer can do to make a seed transform into a plant.  That is the miracle that God brings forth.  Just keep faith in the seed and the one who keeps the seed.  Approach every day with a great sense of expectation.  I planted grass seed this fall.  I put a lot of work into preparing the soil, putting out the seed, watering, and fertilizing.  Almost every day I would walk around my yard and look for any signs that my effort was going to take root.  Day after day I searched for any evidence of grass.  Sometimes I could see the little seeds laying there.  They looked dead and parched.  Day after day there was no sign of success until I had begun to wonder if my seed was bad.  Then one day a few blades became visible.  The next thing I knew, there was grass sprouting all over the place.  The lawn took on a general green cast like the green of spring and I was ecstatic.  The work did pay off.  God didn’t let me down.  There was a sense of expectation that those little seeds would produce grass and I checked almost daily in anticipation but I almost gave up when I didn’t see the fruit of my effort when I expected to.  Don’t do that.  Just keep your eyes on Jesus and expect him to bring in the harvest. Every morning let your anticipation be renewed in the light of Jesus.  He has not fallen asleep and he has not forsaken your little seed.  Just hang in there.  God is working under the soil where you can’t see it.  All of a sudden you will reap a harvest and it will be an occasion of great joy and celebration.

1912. Thursday, November 27, 2014
Thanksgiving

Psalm 95: 2

Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 

Happy Thanksgiving everyone!  I pray your day will be full of joy.  Do you know the easiest way to insure that it will be full of joy?  The answer is to inject it with thanksgiving and praise.  When we enter God’s presence with thanksgiving, our hearts immediately fill with joy.  Sometimes we are so busy that we don’t acknowledge all of the blessing that is ours every day.  That is what makes Thanksgiving Day so special.  It is a day when we stop and regard our lives and in so doing take notice of all of the faithfulness that God, our Father, fills our days with.

My encouragement to you today, then, is to not only come before God with your offering of thanksgiving but also to be loud about the multitude of blessing that He provides for you daily.  Sing psalms and shout because He is worthy of our praise and because when you fill your heart and mouth with praise you minister to your own soul.  Make a joyful noise to the Lord for He is good and so worthy to be praised.  

Have a great day!

1913. Friday, November 28, 2014

Cheers

Proverb 20: 1

NIV
Wine is a mocker and beer a brawler; whoever is led astray by them is not wise.

Now is a fine time to tell you this after you have had a big Thanksgiving feast complete with holiday toasts.  The point is, though, that this is not a law.  Notice this verse comes out of one of the wisdom books.  It is not out of the law.  That should affect the way we perceive what is being taught us.  

Solomon was blessed with wisdom.  He shares his God given insights in the book of Proverbs.  The purpose of providing these proverbs is to help all who follow to go in the way that will benefit them.  In other words, this is not a book of rules.  This is a book of advice from the guy who got it directly from God.  Everything in this book is intended to make your life better.  I will tell you, though, that Solomon does not explain himself.  He doesn’t tell us why we should do one thing or another.  He simply points in the right direction.  Therefore, you do not have to fight with the book of Proverbs.  Its passages are only there for your edification.  Of course, wisdom might drive us to give attention to these sage passages.

Some researchers tell us that a little red wine is good for us.  Hey, even a little dark chocolate can be good for you.  The problem is that Americans (by which I refer to resident of the USA) do not seem able to enjoy things in moderation.  Where one glass of wine tasted good we choose another.  One beer leads to two, three, etc.  Now this isn’t a lecture.  The point is that in our excesses we are killing ourselves.  And even worse than that, we are causing ourselves sickness.  At least when you die you are free of the pain.  Having to live with illness can be terrible.  Alcohol kills brain cells.  Now you may have brain cells to spare but I do not so I do not want to do those things which will cause a rapid degeneration of my thought process.  Our diets are also contributing to brain dysfunction.  You see, most of the problems we blame on old age really are not that at all.  They are problems that we have brought on ourselves by our abuse of our bodies.

Secondly, how many people do you know that are improved by alcoholic drink?  I cannot think of one.  Most of the people I know are less fun to be around when they have been drinking.  I assume I am not improved either.  We really do damage our lives by our gross consumption of alcohol.  How many families have been torn apart because of alcohol?  How many people are killed on America’s highways because of drunk driving?  Well, you have heard all of this before but every once in a while it pays to take stock of our lives and make sure we have not lost the balance.  I am not telling you that you have to be a tea totaller.  That is not my business.  It is a call that only you can make but I do want you to evaluate the balances in your life.  I want you to look at your family and ask if alcohol consumption is adding value to their lives.  Especially look at your children, even your adult children.  You don’t want to cause them pain for the sake of a beer.

We are entering the season where we attend more parties than any other time of year.  I simply want to get your attention before the parties start so as to alert you to the pitfalls that sometimes await us amidst the holiday reverie.  Don’t let wine make a fool out of you.  And certainly don’t let beer make you a brawler.  Please have a care this season that you are not led astray by alcohol.  Let the Spirit of the Lord fill you.  I promise you that it is much more gratifying.  I want the best for you.  I want you healthy, wealthy and wise.  That is why I started writing this devotional eight years ago.  That is why Solomon wrote the Proverbs, so that minister life to all he could.  Enjoy your glass of wine with dinner if you want.  Just don’t be a prisoner to over-indulgence or abstinence.  Let the Lord speak to you and lead you.  Ask the Lord for more of the Holy Spirit this season.  You can never have too much of him.
1914. Monday, December 1, 2014

Making a Good Target

2 Samuel 17: 1 - 2

Furthermore, Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Please let me choose 12,000 men that I may arise and pursue David tonight.  And I will come upon him while he is weary and exhausted and will terrify him so that all the people who are with him will flee. Then I will strike down the king alone.”

Ahithophel suggests a good strategy; wait until your enemy is exhausted and fall on him.  When one is tired or stressed out he is a much easier target.  Satan knows this.  He wants to see you stay stressed and exhausted because you make an easy victim.  Imagine what he can do with an entire culture of over-worked and over-stressed people.  

Jesus is the author of peace.  When we are fixed on him we are at peace.  Soon the world comes in to crash our peace party.  Then we find ourselves disrupted and keyed up.  In fact, when you take account of yourself you may find that you are stirred up on the inside.  That settled, calm feeling has flown.  This is exactly what the devil is after.  He can do more to damage your health, emotions and life if he can keep you in an agitated state.  Some of us retain that agitation even at rest.  We never fully relax.  I know for many years as a practicing attorney that was the story of my existence.  I could rarely ever let myself relax into a completely restful and peaceful state.  The most pronounced effect was in my health.  I was a mess.  You see, peace will guard and keep you and I had none.

The key to living in peace and actually letting peace have a place in your heart is fixing your eyes on Jesus.  I was very active in church during that phase of my life so church wasn’t the answer.  Even though I attended church and all of the church functions, I really never had quiet time with Jesus.  On the surface it seemed like I was doing all of the right things but now, in retrospect, I can see that I never allowed the calm of Jesus to ever sink down into my heart.  I kept myself on high alert all of the time.  Every nerve tingled with anticipation.  Sure, I prayed and praised God but I just didn’t have quiet time for Him and me to commune within my heart.  Even when I tried to meditate my mind ran at 1000 miles an hour.  This is no way to live and in fact, I was killing myself.  And God could barely talk to me.  My world was too loud for His voice so He couldn’t even lead me out of my mess.

King David was able to be led by God and it saved him more than once.  But he spent quiet time alone with God where he would even still his own spirit so that the Spirit of God could speak to him.  He learned to be still and rest his mind, spirit and body so that he did not make a bigger target for Satan’s attacks.  If he had not done so, God would not have been able to lead him out of trouble because David would not have been able to hear Him.

So here is my advice ... don’t follow my former example.  It is a stupid ruse that Satan has planted in our culture that will destroy you.  Believe me in this.  Instead, follow peace.  Learn to give your body, mind and spirit rest and invest time spent with Jesus, the author of peace.  Your health, relationships and even your success will be positively impacted if you do.
1915. Tuesday, December 2, 2014

Enemies of Love

Psalm 139: 20

For they speak against Thee wickedly, and Thine enemies take Thy name in vain.

This verse strikes me as outlandish.  David is talking with God and says that people speak wickedly against God and that His enemies profane His name.  Well, let’s start with speaking against God.  We know it is true that people speak against God but honestly, doesn’t that just sound insane?  I mean, think about it for a moment, why would anyone do that and what would they say.  Then it struck me.  Even Christians say horrific things about God.  They talk about God making them sick and beating them up.  They develop all kinds of theories that sound pretty spiritual but in the end is a bunch of bunk.  They speak wickedly against God.  And you know what; it makes me kinda crabby to hear it, probably because I used to do the same thing.  I thought God was the one that caused my knee injuries and the good Christians I was around at the time said that it would make me stronger.  Well, it made me strong alright; so strong and so stone like that there was very little tenderness left.  In fact, I was so strong and so fortified that I couldn’t even hear or feel God.  Perhaps, it wasn’t God afterall.  Why would He do something that would ultimately separate me from Him?  Is He stupid?  I don’t think so.

And then there is the part where David talks about God’s enemies.  Really, God has enemies?  Who in their right mind wants to be an enemy of God?  You see, the problem here is that we just don’t understand God in the least.  God is love.  He doesn’t just love people; He is love.  You are made up of flesh and bone and He is made of love.  So how in the world can anyone be an enemy of love?  Okay, that is ridiculous.  People get all philosophical about God and reason out all of these wonderful ideas but in the end they end up sounding like idiots because at the base of it all they are speaking against love and it takes an idiot to speak against love.  The truth is that they are afraid.  They are afraid that some kind of responsibility will fall on them if they acknowledge their father.  They may have to start being nice to folks or extending some generosity.  Oh heaven, He might ask them to become givers and bless some other people.  It is just a fear based philosophy and anything that has its root in fear is corrupt and corrosive.  

I want to be a friend of God and I want people to know that He is nice.  Maybe if we talk nice about God people will get a revelation.  Perhaps if we demystify God and help people understand that He is here with us and available for a one on one relationship they will see Him as more than a vain philosophy and connect with love.  We can pray that love will fill them and minister life and joy to them.  I think that would make the world a much nicer place for all people.
1916. Wednesday, December 3, 2014
Do You Love Me?

John 21: 17

“Simon, son of John Do you love Me?  Tend My sheep.”
I have pondered for several years now what it means to be a Christian?  We come in so many varieties and place our values on different things.  Where is the commonality that makes each of us Christian?  Are we simply behaviorists, each with our own list of what a Christian “should do?”  If so, which of us has the right list?  Truly, most will recognize that we can easily produce a long list of Christian behaviors that we think every “true” Christian will perform.  And yet, even as we produce our list out of our heart bubbles the cautionary declaration that we are professing law rather than a covenant of grace. 

 I have heard people refer to others as not true Christians or not really a Christian even though the person of whom they speak has said the saving prayer and attends church.  What are they saying then?  I think they are saying there is something about that person’s behavior that makes one doubt that their heart has been touched by the power of Jesus.  Perhaps the speaker believes there is a lack of transformation (Romans 12: 2).  So apparently some people think that having once said a prayer of salvation is not sufficient for actually being saved and wearing the coveted mantle of “Christian.”  These people would, again, seem to be behaviorists.  They believe that our Christianity should be recognizable through our behaviors.  In this way of thinking transformation is key.  We must be remade in the image of Christ.  That would make us true Christians.

I do not disagree that we should be transformed.  Reading the Epistles of Paul clearly leads us to that conclusion.  The problem with this position is two–fold.  First, the test of our Christianity is still completely external.  Paul talked about our being transformed but we must be transformed on the inside.  In other words, Christianity is not something that happens on the outside of us, it happens on the inside and transforms us from inside out.  Second, as long as we are judging behaviors we will always have the problem of whose list of do’s and don’ts is correct. 

As I pondered this question the Lord revealed the answer to me and it is profound in its simplicity.  That which makes us Christian is that we love the Father and Jesus whom He sent.  The marker which identifies us as Christian is not the salvation prayer or anything else which may be seen with the physical eye.  True Christians are marked in their heart.  Theirs is a heart which loves God.  David wrote “Search me, O God, and know my heart” (Psalm 139: 23).  As this epiphany unfolded before me I said, “Okay Father, you can search my heart and see if I truly love you.”  But still unsatisfied I asked another question.  “How, Father, shall I know that I really love you?”  Can I search my own heart?  Can I believe what I think I see there?  Perhaps I am only projecting what I want to see.  How can I test this transformation to determine if it is real?

His answer was so short, sweet and so profound.  “Tend my sheep.”  Wow!  The foundation of Christianity turns out to be simple.  A Christian is one who loves God and the Christ whom He sent.  We know that we love God not by a goo-goo feeling within us but with a love for His sheep.  I don’t deny that feeling of love for God but Dad says that is not the way to know that our love for Him is real.  The way we will know that we have truly been transformed in our hearts is that we love His kids.  The transformation of our hearts will surely been seen on the outside but this is the manifestation form that it should take, that we love God’s kids and bless them.  So it is not that I go on a mission trip that is important.  That again is the behaviorist view not taking into account the condition and motivation of my heart.  I may go on the mission trip because I believe it is the thing to do, I may believe that “good” Christians do missions.  I may choose a mission trip out of a works mentality.  All of this is rot and putrefaction to God.  When, however, my heart longs to go somewhere to aid others out of love for them then I may see that yes, transformation is affecting the place where God lives, my heart.

This transformation of our heart should affect us every day.  If I go on three mission trips this year but am not kind and generous to my friends and family I might wonder if this is a true transformation or only a façade.  Have I become a giver by nature or am I still tight fisted?  Are my thoughts continually on me and the things I want or has my heart learned to think about what I can do or give to another.  The measure of my transformation, the foundation of Christianity is my tending of the sheep.  

Romans 12: 2 says that through our personal transformation we may “prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”   It is love which leads us.  So in the end the proof of whether or not I am a true Christian turns out to be pretty simple.  Am I tending God’s sheep?
1917. Thursday, December 4, 2014

Love and Truth

1 John 4: 7

God is love.

John 14: 6

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through me.”

There is an intersection between truth and love.  Perhaps a better analogy would be of a cord or rope that is made by twisting several threads together.  Love and truth are a part of one whole.  They go together. There can be no truth apart from love because Jesus is the truth and God is love. They must go hand in hand.

I have been learning this lesson the hard way for quite a number of years now.  I hope I now have it.  Because I have always valued truth so highly I thought other people did too.  In my paradigm there is no knowledge without truth.  I didn’t want to be wrong so I was willing to accept the truth.  I have lived in a world where I was happy to be taught something outside my present reality because I was in search of truth and knowledge.  I could be corrected because I was after actual truth, not just my version of it.  I have learned, though, that most people are not like me.   Most of us have a real investment in being right.  And many times we are happy in our delusions and misinformation so we don’t thank a person who teaches us otherwise.  We certainly don’t applaud them for correcting us.  

Truth apart from love does not set people free.  I labored under the delusion that truth alone will set people free but that is not what the Bible says.  It says, “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8: 32).  You see, it is only the truth that you hear that will set you free.  People will only be able to receive the truth when it is spoken with love.  So before we try to correct people, we must first love them.  I wish we could just speak the naked truth and people adopt it and change but it just doesn’t work that way.  Our criticisms, verdicts and censures are preventing the truth from being heard.  We are preaching the law of death, judgment and condemnation when we ought to be preaching the message of love and reconciliation.  The law kills.  Only love sets free.  

No matter what we think of another person’s lifestyle, even when it seems clear that they are in violation of Biblical principles, there is only one approved approach and that is to love them.  We have created a society where few people really feel like they fit in.  I am shocked by the number of people who tell me that they have felt like a square peg in a round hole.  I look at them and think they fit but they have lived in a system of condemnation rather than acceptance so that they don’t feel approved.  They constantly feel abnormal and rejected.  It is so easy to identify what we believe is someone’s fault, sin or error.  Why do we find it so much more difficult to applaud what they do right?  And besides that, why can’t we love them just because they are children of God?  Maybe our damage is showing.  

I had a situation where someone I knew was involved in adultery.  I had the worst time trying to accept them because they continued in the adultery.  I mean that one is on God’s Top Ten List.  I could point to it and say, “I know that is wrong.”  It turns out, though, that it was not my job to pass judgment, even in the case where the Bible was clear.  Only Jesus has been given the right to judge.  My job is to love.  I mean, read the book.  How many times did Jesus tell us not to judge but rather to love others?  So the bottom line is that no matter how much we disapprove of another’s way of living or their actions, it has not been given to us to correct them.  Jesus has given us the job of loving every single person on this earth.  This is what I call “Adult Christianity” because this isn’t easy but we who want to be mature must grow up in it.  We must do what is difficult. We cannot judge a person into Christianity but we sure can love them into it.  Love is the greatest power there is and it draws all people unto itself.  If you want to abide in truth, you must first abide in love.  Truth without love is just dressed up condemnation and rejection.  Let us not be masters of that.  Be known as a person of great love.  That is a high and worthy ambition.

1918. Friday, December 5, 2014
Healthy Appetites

Philippians 3:19 
(GW)

 In the end they will be destroyed. Their own emotions are their god, and they take pride in the shameful things they do. Their minds are set on worldly things.

Many Bible versions read that instead of their emotions, their appetites are their god.  It really ends up being the same thing though doesn’t it?  In other words, the god that we really serve is our desires.  We lust after different things.  For some of us it is stuff.  This is quite common.  People just always want more things, bigger things and better things.  They buy all the new gadgets.  Let us make a clear distinction.  Having stuff is not the problem.  Having our minds set on stuff instead of God is the issue.  And we find it easy to fool ourselves at times.  We say our hearts are set on God when in reality we spend more time thinking of the “things” we want than we do thinking of the Kingdom of God.  

Other people lust after success or fame.  Their heart is set on being a god in themselves.  They want notoriety.  Other people set their passion on their jobs or hobbies.  No matter what we set our attention on, if it is not God then it is an idol.  Ultimately this misplaced devotion leads to destruction.  Our minds are supposed to be set on the things above rather than the things of this world.  Even if you work for God full time, if your ministry occupies more space in your mind and heart then it will end in destruction.  There is only room for one god in our lives.

The part of this verse that really struck me is how we brag in our shamefulness.  Perhaps we are so deceived that we do not realize that we are lifting up false gods with our voices.  We brag about being busy which is a false idol.  We brag about what we own and our station in life and God says that this is all taking glory in shameful things.  We are proud of the things we should be ashamed about.  I am really trying to perceive this from God’s perspective.  How do we sound to Him?

God wants to bless each of us with all the material things and well as all of the non-material desires of our hearts.  He wants to give us favor with all people.  When our hearts are fixed on Him rather than whatever we may lust after, then He gets to be our Father and provider.  We keep our eyes fixed on Him with great expectation of what He will do but we are not to run after those things in our own strength.  We are to pursue Him with our strength and leave the rest to Him.  He is our source and our minds are to be set on Him rather than on earthly things.  Whatever is on your mind the most is what you worship.  Make sure it is God.

1919. Monday, December 8, 2014

Never Disappointed; Never Disturbed

Romans 10: 11


For the Scripture says, “Whoever believe in Him will not be disappointed.”

In the New American Standard Bible, from which I quote the verses, small caps, as you see in today’s verse, denote a quote taken from scripture.  In this case Paul was quoting Isaiah.  I would encourage you to follow these threads when you encounter them.  Paul is pulling forth a quote from his education and cultural background.  So even though today’s verse is found in the New Testament, its roots are in ancient Hebrew tradition and teaching.  You will gain a fuller appreciation for what Paul is trying to relate in a specific instance if you can also see what he is drawing on.  The specific quote Paul refers to is Isaiah 28: 16 which reads, “Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed.”

Probably the first thing one notices is that God was speaking and secondly that He was talking about Jesus.  Jesus is the cornerstone.  We could spend all day in Isaiah 28: 16 but we won’t.  The point Paul makes is that whoever believes in Jesus will not be disappointed or as Isaiah says, will not be disturbed.  Won’t you agree with me that is good news?  Just taken on its face that is really good news but some interesting things happen when you look at the words disappointed and disturbed.  Paul used the word disappointed which is the Greek word kataischunō.  This word is interesting.  It literally means “put to shame.”  Therefore, people who believe in Jesus will not be put to shame.  If you look it up in Strong’s you will find that other words associated with it are disgraced and humiliated.  All you have to do is to take each one of these words and replace them for the word disappointed.  As you do so you will begin to get a full sense of what Paul is saying to you.  One of those words will likely go off in you more than others.  That is the word that God is speaking to you.  Beyond what you personally hear in this passage, Paul is saying that those who believe, and here he would mean a belief which is acted upon, will not be humiliated, disgraced or put to shame for that belief.  They will not be disappointed because living out of that belief will yield victory.

Okay, that takes care of the word “disappointed” in Romans 10 but you really need to see the word which was translated as disturbed in Isaiah.  The Hebrew word is “chush.”   This one threw me for a loop until I spent some time with it.  The margin notes of my Bible say it means “in a hurry.”  What?  How does that make sense?  That would make the verse say “Those who believe in Jesus will not be in a hurry.”  But stick with me here.  This is going to make sense and be a blessing to you.  As I sat and thought about being in a hurry I tried to associate the kinds of feelings we have when we are rushed or hurried.  The word that came to my mind was agitated.  Well, when I looked up chush I found that agitation was one of the synonyms.  The concordance entry reads: chush (301c); a prim. root; to hasten, make haste: - agitation (1), disturbed (1), hasten (8), hastened (2), hastening (1), hurried (1), make haste (2), quick (1), ready (1), speedy (1), swooping (1).  Taken all together what I think this means is that when we operate in an active faith in Jesus we will not be hurried, harried or agitated.  The real crux of it seems to be that we will be able to enter into God’s rest.  The cornerstone, Jesus, has provided the way for us to live in divine ease.  We can embrace the shalom peace to which we are entitled and in which we are meant to abide.

This is just another way the great prophet, Isaiah, and renowned apostle, Paul, relate an apex truth to us; that in Jesus is victory.  Everything we need and everything we think we need are found in Jesus.   The most important of these is the calm assurance that we have when we abide in the peace of our Lord Jesus, the Christ.

1920. Tuesday, December 9, 2014

Debt Free

Romans 13: 8

Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.

This verse has often been used to teach people about financial debt.  One substantial reading of this verse would say that we are not supposed to borrow money.  That seems to be a fair reading but I think we can read it in a broader context as well.  In order to see where I want us to go we need to read the verse which immediately precedes this one: “Render to all what is due them; tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor” (v. 7).   We see immediately that Paul is not discussing money alone, nor is he writing about just repaying what has been borrowed or refraining from borrowing at all.  He teaches us to give people what they are due whether that be money, honor, respect or even love.  This is to say, then, that you could be debt free in the sense that you have borrowed no money and yet still guilty of withholding something that should have been paid to another.  The only debt we are to carry forward is the daily obligation to love our fellow human beings.  Look at today’s verse from the God’s Word translation, “Pay your debts as they come due. However, one debt you can never finish paying is the debt of love that you owe each other. The one who loves another person has fulfilled Moses’ Teachings.”  We can never completely satisfy our obligation to love all people because it is new each day but interestingly, Paul writes that even the Law of Moses is fulfilled in loving one another.

I do not want to lose track of the bigger picture though.  There are debts we owe people beyond the love requirement.  Surely Paul is telling us that if we have borrowed money or things from others we should be hasty in paying back or returning.  And when we have borrowed an item love and kindness both require us to return that item in a condition which at least equals if not surpasses the condition it was in when we borrowed it.  For goodness sake, wash the item, if a car, then fill the gas tank.  If money was what was borrowed then deny yourself if need be and repay the money with appropriate interest.  If you haven’t paid your tithes then be quick to pay that debt.  Don’t allow yourself to owe a debt to God.  He calls that stealing (Malachi 3: 8) and we don’t want to steal from God.  That surely would reflect a scarcity of wisdom.  

If you have a mentor, pastor, teacher or even a friend who is constantly giving into your life, then make sure you render unto them that which is due them.  A gift wouldn’t go amiss.  Let us not lose sight of the intangibles either.  We are meant to support and encourage each other.  We are called to edify one another.  Give honor and thanksgiving.  Let people know you appreciate them and give them their due.

1921. Wednesday, December 10, 2014
Intertwined

1 Corinthians 6: 17

God’s Word Translation
The person who unites himself with the Lord becomes one spirit with him.

Let’s really try to wrap our minds around being one spirit united with God Himself.  How are you doing?  So, this is a large concept but I think it is a 100% accurate portrayal of what Jesus meant when he talked about us abiding in him and the Father abiding in us.  We become one with Him.  There comes a time when you can no longer tell where you end and He begins.

It sounds wonderful but this idea can also be a bit daunting.  People fear they will get lost in Him, that they will lose themselves and their sense of identity but we are not lost in God.  We are hidden in Him.  That means that He is our protection, our cover and our shield.  I believe what we will find as we embrace unison with God is our true selves.  I think we will find the person we were always meant to be and longed to be.

Imagine walking in perfect counsel and perfect wisdom.  If we are truly united with God, living as one with Him wouldn’t that be a necessary result?  Wouldn’t decision making become easy?

This, I believe, should be our aim, to live such that we are truly in Him and He in us such that our lives are inexorably intertwined.  I would love for the me that you get to know to be the Jesus version of me.  Shall we allow Jesus to infuse us to such a degree that we are united as one spirit with him?  It seems a worthy aspiration.
1922. Thursday, December 11, 2014
Kayaking with God

Revelation 22: 1

Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb.

I was corresponding with a friend of mine last week when this image of the river took on new meaning.  Many of you know that I love to kayak; rivers, lakes, the ocean, it doesn’t matter.  I like it all.  I will say, though, that it makes a great day to paddle down a deep water river.  The very thought of it is making me yearn for my boat and a day off.

Last week I was wrote in an email, “We need to be in that river just floating along.  Dad has taken away our paddles so that we must trust Him for the thrust and steering.”  That really spoke to me as I wrote it.  I couldn’t get it through my fingertips fast enough.  I could see me going down the river without my paddle.  It gives a whole new meaning to “up the river without a paddle.”  But even as I wrote it I had such a calm and reassured feeling.  I mean, I like the effort and motion of paddling but I probably could enjoy riding along with Dad doing all the work too.  The feeling that washed over me was very pleasant.  There was not even a moment’s hesitation like things are going to go bad for me if I don’t have my paddle.

So obviously this is a metaphor for life.  The Holy Spirit is the river and we are supposed to allow him to direct our path which is analogous to steering with the paddle.  What if we just floated along going wherever he takes us?  Most of us are challenged in this area.  Sometimes we paddle so hard that we can’t even perceive the nudging in another direction.  The other problem that I have is that God gives me a direction and a paddle and I start paddling really hard trying to accomplish everything in my strength.  That is why He doesn’t tell me too much at a time.  I think I am serving Him with my effort but that is not what He is asking us for.  He wants everything we do to be a partnership endeavor.  He isn’t intending to give you tasks which you are to complete in your own strength.  You are in the same boat together and He just tells you where you are going.  You don’t have to panic when you come to a fork in the river.  Just take your paddle out of the water and He will steer the right course.

We work too hard.  I believe in hard work and our father most certainly does not applaud laziness.  The problem is that we work hard but without Him and His grace.  He wants us to get down the river but not by injuring ourselves.  That is what the old me always did.  He wants us to let the flow of the river, which is the Holy Spirit, propel us.  He has not set us a course upstream so when we feel like we are paddling against the current it would serve us to stop and ask Dad if we are even headed on the right course.  It is probably that we are working ourselves to death going wrong way.  Neither do we have to paddle our boats faster than the Holy Spirit is leading.  Even if you get to the right destination if you get there before the Holy Spirit it will do you no good.

Learn to work with the Spirit of God.  The Father sent him to us to lead us and help us.  We are not meant to accomplish anything in our own strength.  Nor are we meant to plot our course on our own.  Our Father knows the bends of the river and the best way to go.  Let your effort be combined with His grace and direction and you will find that you arrive where you were meant to be and you will get there sooner and without being exhausted.  

Take a five minute mini-vacation right now. Close your eyes.  Picture yourself and God in a canoe together going down a beautiful river.  Imagine perfect weather with just the slightest breeze blowing across your face.  Listen to the sounds of birds and frogs.  Let your Father sit in the back and steer and enjoy the river of life.

1923. Friday, December 12, 2014

Hope Prevails

(From 
Isaiah 42: 3

A bruised reed He will not break, and a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice.

The forty-second chapter of Isaiah is a prophetic foretelling of the coming of Jesus.  This passage reveals the gentleness of Jesus.  He came that we might all come to the Father.  He will not foreclose anyone’s opportunity to come into the Kingdom of God.  No matter how dimly the light is burning Jesus will stay there and fan that flame.  No matter how weak or damaged a person is, she is never too far gone for Jesus.  He will bring forth justice for that person and they will receive their salvation and all of the other gifts the Father has provided.  Never give up and never give up on anyone else.  Neither Jesus nor the Father has forsaken them or you for God has promised us that he will never leave nor forsake us.  

1924. Monday, December 15, 2014

A Faithful God
(From 2/18/09)
Psalm 86: 7

In the day of my trouble I shall call upon you, for you will answer me.

David had experience with God.  We can learn a lot from David because he and God were so close that they were actually friends.  David reveals to us the nature of God in this passage.  David knew from experience that when a faithful person calls upon God, God answers.  He answers every time.  He answers every person.  

Part of that receiving is in the faith.  David became very good at receiving from God because he had absolute faith in God’s faithfulness.  David believed whole heartedly that God would answer his every prayer.  God is moved by that kind of faith.  He wants people to call on him and depend on him.  The more we expect God to move on our behalf, the easier it is for us to receive all that God has bestowed upon us.  When you call, expect an answer and I promise you will not be disappointed.

1925. Tuesday, December 16, 2014

Starvation

John 6: 35

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall not hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.”

I am overwhelmed today with how much hunger and thirst there is and I do not speak of the world but rather of the body of Christ.  How can it be that people are dying of starvation who are of the Body and faint from thirst who are the children of God?  Then there are those of us who are wasting away spiritually and are not even aware of our malnutrition.  Have we been fed straw instead of wheat for so long now that we no longer even expect a full course meal for your spirit?

We, the church, ought to be powerful and strong in the spirit but we have become anemic.  I believe the reason for this is that we are not being fed the bread of life.  Jesus is not a one-time feast.  He is our daily bread.  Do you recall that in the Lord’s Prayer Jesus prayed, “Give us this day our daily bread,” (Matthew 6:11)?  We are to feed daily if our spirits are to grow and be strong but all to often we find ourselves weak from the hunger. 

The Body of Christ is famished and I blame me.  God has called us to feed the sheep and yet the bodies of God’s beloved are strewn across the landscape, weak from lack of nourishment.  If we love God we are to tend His flock.  I have to question how well pulpit ministers are doing our jobs.  How can the Body of Christ go about its Great Commission to reach the world with the love and grace of God if it has not been given sustenance?  And how are you going to tend the lost if you are dying from mal-nutrition?

I am grieved that believers are not receiving what they need.  Sure, each of us has a personal responsibility to draw upon Jesus daily for our needs but our churches and pastors must add to our plates as well.  I can write to you for days upon end on my thoughts and ideas but in the end they are just vain philosophies, they are straw.  The only thing that will actually nourish you is the Word of God which is, of course, Jesus who is the bread of life.  Ministers who feed us on the Word are in fact feeding us Jesus who is the bread that will ever satisfy and water which ends thirst.  

I don’t mean to be radical but honestly I have observed that the Word of God occupies less and less space in our worship services.  Our brothers and sisters are dying on the battlefield because the pastor is more concerned about which congregation will be first to reach the local restaurant.  Of course the pastor has been pressured to end the service earlier and earlier for that and other non-spiritual reasons.  There is little room for the Holy Spirit to even have a say in most services these days.  The upshot is that our people are dying.  And if the children have no bread, then how are they to feed the lost?

If you have a pastor who teaches the Word of God and reveals the heart of the Spirit then you ought to get on your knees and praise God.  If you do not, then you should stand on your feet and demand Bread!  You have every right and should pull on any one who calls themselves a minister and demand that they feed you.  

If you aren’t already so spiritually numb that you can no longer assess the condition of your spirit then you should do a spirit check and see how you really are.  Are you anemic?  Are you suffering from a lack of nutrition?  If so, demand food.  Look around you.  Are the people you know spiritually alive or spiritually dead?  What about the people at church.  Are their spirits thriving or just hanging in there?  Whether or not you have noticed it, we are living in spiritually perilous times.  However, for those who are receiving nourishment these are exciting times.  Make sure that you are receiving the sustenance that you need in order to keep your spirit thriving.  Don’t be a casualty of war.  There are resources.  There are teachers.  There are believers who yearn to be a blessing.  Let us join together however we may to give each other needed nourishment.
1926. Wednesday, December 17, 2014
Time Management

Mark 5: 21 - 24

And when Jesus had crossed over again in the boat to the other side, a great multitude gathered about Him; and He stayed by the seashore.  And one of the synagogue officials named Jairus came up and upon seeing Him, fell at His feet, and entreated Him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death; please come and lay Your hands on her that she may get well and live.”  And He went off with him.

I have been thinking a lot about time management these days and I have decided that I need divine help.  In good faith we make our plans but how many know that our ways are not God’s ways (Isaiah 55: 8).  With best intentions I make my lists, block off my calendar the time necessary but inevitably something comes us that disrupts my plan.  But then, just look at Jesus’ life.  I can understand why He had to be directly plugged into His father and I am realizing I need the same thing.  

Look at today’s verse.  When Jesus crossed over the sea and landed on the other side don’t you imagine that he had a plan for what he would do when he arrived.  No sooner than he set foot on land than a mass of people surrounded him.  Perhaps he was planning some quiet time with his father or maybe he wanted to have a bite of lunch.  Oh well, Jesus, there are thousands of people who want your attention.  So what did Jesus do?  “He stayed by the seashore” (v. 21).  One thing I have learned as I have struggled with and prayed over time management the last couple of months is that there is nothing in my plan or even in Jesus’ that is more important to God than even one of His children.  Regardless of our plan if someone calls and needs to talk or emails, it seems that always jumps to the highest priority.  The point of the ministry is people.  The point of Jesus coming to earth was people.  There is nothing more important than one of God’s kids even if he or she seems to be the least of all.  So despite Jesus’ plan, he stayed at the seashore and ministered to the masses.

But it didn’t end there.  While he was attending to the multitude a man named Jairus implored him to leave what he was doing and instead hurry to his home to heal his little daughter.  Jesus didn’t get irritated or frustrated.  I am sure that he checked in his spirit to hear what the father was saying to him.  Then he turned to accompany the man to his home.  Again, Jesus’ plan was thwarted but he was listening to his father so off he went in another direction.  Wouldn’t you know it, before they could reach Jairus’ house Jesus was waylaid again.  Come On!  This has to be getting frustrating by now, right?

You’ve read the story of the woman with the issue of blood.  Well, here is where it fits in.  As they made their way to Jairus’ house the woman touched the hem of Jesus’ cloak and Jesus, sensing that power had gone out of him, stopped and asked, “Who touched my garments?”  His disciples looked at him incredulously.  In modern parlance they said, “Really Jesus?  Really?  People are swarming us on every side and you ask, “Who touched me?” (Paraphrase v. 30).  And as incensed as the disciples were their reaction probably paled to that of Jairus.  He must have been thinking, “Hey, my little daughter is lying upon the point of death and you stop to ask who touched you.”  I know I would have been coming out of my skin if I were in Jairus’ sandals.  While Jesus stood there talking to the woman who was, by the way, healed of the issue of blood, servants came from Jairus’ house bearing the news that his daughter had died.  Can you even imagine the pain and anger that must have instantly flooded Jairus’ body?

So what was God thinking?  Was Jesus really listening to God or was he just letting everyone pull him this way and that without a thought to what he should do and when?  Isn’t this the dilemma we all face each day?  You make your plan; you are going to get some of the things off of your desk that are like anchors weighing you down.  Within thirty minutes someone is knocking on your office door, the phone is ringing, your computer dings incessantly with incoming emails half of them marked urgent and your plan, your priority is right out the window.  With an exhausted sigh you put down your pen and begin to deal with the multitude which is pressing in on you.

Well, I do not have this whole time management thing figured out yet but here is what I am learning.  When you make your plan, do your best to check in your spirit to see if your plan is what God has in mind.  Then when the wheels start coming off of your plan, don’t panic.  Even though God ratified your plan that does not mean that He isn’t going to call an audible right in the middle of it.  Get ready to hear from Him again because He is calling a new play.  No problem, just tune into your spirit again and listen.  Take a deep breath, relax and feel what God is saying to you about your task list.  Sometimes he may have you schedule some of those folks for later in the day; sometimes He will encourage you to help them right now.  He is working everything out for your good so you have to listen to Him throughout the day.  

In conclusion I think what God is teaching me is to start out with a plan but not to serve the plan.  Let the plan serve me while I serve Him.  He and I are both masters of the plan.  The only way I can get everything done that needs to be done is to listen to Him throughout the day and let Him shift the priorities for me.  Otherwise I often will either stick too rigidly to my schedule or go so far astray that I get nothing substantial done.  He will always lead us in the perfect way if we can relax a little and let Him speak into our workday.  And, don’t even be surprised if He adds some downtime into your day.  He knows what He is doing.
1927. Thursday, December 18, 2014
Warfare Made Easy

2 Chronicles 20: 15, 17
Do not fear or be dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours but God’s.  17 You need not fight in this battle; station yourselves, stand and see the salvation of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.  Do not fear or be dismayed.

How easy is a war that you don’t even have to fight in and yet you prevail?  That is exactly what happened for Jehoshaphat and Judah.  They were living peaceably when three nations rose up against them.  Do you know what they did?  They prayed, yeah, that was their great strategic ploy.  Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, stood before the assembly and magnified God and sought God’s solution.  And God answered, “Don’t worry about it.  This battle isn’t yours.  I will fight it for you.”  And that is exactly what He did.  The next morning as the three armies rose against Judah God moved and the three invading armies ended up killing each other.  When Judah arrived there were bodies strewn all over.  Among the slain soldiers were weapons, clothing and “articles of value” (v. 25).  In fact, there was more booty than they could carry.

Sometimes people wonder what relevance the Old Testament has for modern Christian believers.  Well, here you go.  This is the model for spiritual warfare.  You face battles almost every day.  Think about it.  How often do you feel like you are fighting an uphill struggle?  Well, no longer.  Today God is giving you a battle strategy.  Wisdom recommends that you read the prayer that Jehoshaphat prayed before the assembly. It will probably inspire your thinking and your prayer.  Next, assemble your crew whether that be your family, your office, your employees, your church or your team.  Whoever will be impacted by the result of the battle should congregate with you.  Then you, as the leader, stand in the name of the Lord and pray the prayer of faith.  Let God and everyone else know upon whom you rely.  Then just cast the entire problem into His hands.  In the example from today, the Holy Spirit alit upon one of the assembled who prophesied telling the nation of Judah what it should do.  Today’s verse is taken from that declaration.  The next thing you do is to follow God’s instructions.  If He says march around the city, do it.  If He says get out your guitar and sing, do it.  His ways are not our ways and we do not need to question His logic.  Just accept it and obey.  And if it sounds a little bizarre, it probably is God because the spiritual realm operates in an almost diametrically opposed manner as does the worldly realm.  Part of the beauty of the assembly is that if you have doubt you can take the pulse of the crowd.  “Did that resonate in your spirit as the instruction of God?”  I would ask this question too; if the instruction you receive sounds odd like going and washing in the river what would it hurt you to do it?  Marching around Jericho had to sound pretty nuts to Joshua but they won the city without a fight.  

So, today the battle is yours.  The hard part is not in battling the enemy.  The part that challenges us is standing up as a leader and doing what we should do.  “Dare I pray in front of my whole family or my employees?”  Well, this is why many of us do not live in the victory that Jesus bought for us.  There are still things that we must do that challenge us on the inside.  But Jesus will help us to grow and accept these new responsibilities with grace.  The first prayer might just have to be, “Jesus, help me.”  He will be with you all the way and you will win every battle because Jesus has already overcome.  Now, we just have to stand in the power that grace has provided.  Go win your battles today in the might of the Lord.
1928. Friday, December 19, 2014

Whose Report Shall You Believe

Deuteronomy 23: 5

Nevertheless, the LORD your God was not willing to listen to Balaam, but the LORD your God turned the curse into a blessing for you because the LORD your God loves you. 

It is my opinion that Christians should not be feasting on the nightly news.  Sure, it is good to know what is going on in the world but realized, it is the world’s news that is being reported, it’s even in the title of the news show.  Those reporters are not reporting your news because you are not of the world.  Does this sound trite?  I hope not because this is a very important point.  The news shows can only report the condition of the world.  Our news is found in today’s scripture selection.  We have been relieved of the effects of the curse and God has given us blessing instead.

Now here is the truth of this matter.  You can have either report you wish.  If you listen to and meditate on the world news tonight then that is what you will receive.  If, however, you read God’s report and meditate on it, that is what you will receive.  You will have whichever you give your attention to.  You see Christians going the way of the world and it is heart breaking.  It is because they are filling themselves with the world.  We have 24 hour news channels that pump the airwaves full of doom and gloom and if we participate in it we will receive doom and gloom.  It really is that easy.  If, though, you fill your heart and mind with the Word of God and let His words penetrate your spirit then you are going to reap blessing even while 10,000 fall at your side.

Romans 10: 17 teaches us that faith comes through hearing.  Whatever you put in your ears consistently is what you will have faith in.  It is easy to develop fear in your heart.  All you have to do is pump yourself full bad news.  The reality is that even under the same circumstances some people will suffer while others succeed.  We usually attribute the successful person with good luck but it isn’t luck.  They daily program themselves to succeed.  Computer programmers know this.  They say, “Garbage in, garbage out.”  They understand that the output can only be as good as the data input.  So what input are you feeding to your spirit?  It absolutely will determine whether you succeed or fail, whether you live in the blessing or wallow in the curse.  And may I say, I have seen the truth of this personally.  You can watch two people who are equally situated and in five years their conditions will be very different because one of them chose to listen to God while the other filled up on the world news.  Your spirit can’t bear that immersion in the world.  Don’t do it.
A person who will apply the Word of God to their lives will succeed even when the economic and environmental conditions are against them.  Success isn’t in the stock market.  It isn’t in your job.  It is in the Lord our God who causes us to reap where we have not sown, who gives us a hundred-fold harvest in the midst of the famine.  Our success is our inheritance from God so don’t let the doomsayers influence you.  They aren’t talking about you.  Your God, your Father loves you and turns the curse into blessing for you.  Let His words fill your ears and your heart.  Believe His report. You will be so glad you did.
1929. Monday, December 22, 2014

The Tail of the Snake

Exodus 4: 2 – 4

And the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?”  And he [Moses] said, “A staff.”  Then He said, “Throw it on the ground” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it.  But the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand and grasp it by its tail” – so he stretched out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand.

I wonder how much time elapsed between when Moses fled and when he picked up the serpent by its tail.  I think most of us would have fled when the staff turned into a serpent.  What distinguishes Moses from many of us is that he did grab the serpent’s tail.  

Has God ever told you to do something that made absolutely no sense?  What was your reaction?  I know what I would have done if I was in Moses’ position.  I would have said to myself, “That cannot be God telling me to grab the snake.  Surely God wouldn’t tell me to grab a snake by the tail.”  I would have talked myself out of it.  There is an important life lesson in here.  God is trying to lead us into the promised land but too many of us don’t obey His commands.  When God told me to close my law practice and go into full time ministry I reasoned and thought until I talked myself out of following God.  I convinced myself that I was not hearing God’s voice.  It took a major event before I conceded that I was being led to leave the practice of law.  I reasoned myself out of obedience.  Looking back I can see that God had been nudging me for quite a while and I just couldn’t or wouldn’t hear Him.  We will never get where we want to go if we do not follow God’s instructions.  The road to the promised land is always paved with obedience.

When I think about some of the ridiculous things that God told people in the Bible stories to do it makes me laugh.  The thing that makes them great stories, though, is that the people obeyed God and followed those outlandish directions.  How many would-be Bible heroes do you think missed inclusion in the greatest book of all time because they reasoned away the instructions of God?  Well, just be grateful that I wasn’t the one who was told to grab the snake’s tail.  The nation of Israel would still be in Egypt.  However, you could be the next great spiritual hero.  Just do what God says.  Don’t question His logic.  Don’t reason.  Just be a child and trust your Dad.

1930. Tuesday, December 23, 2014

The Rescuer

(From 2/19/09)

Psalm 91:15
He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him, and honor him.

This is an absolute promise from God and it means that when you were in trouble, God was with you.  Whether or not you were aware of his presence, He was with you.  He has promised to rescue you from your trouble.  He has said it so he will do it.  We have only to believe and receive it.  

We do not receive with our eyes though; we receive with our hearts.  We don’t look with our eyes to see what God will do or what he is doing.  We receive with our hearts despite the way the circumstances around us appear.  No matter what someone says about the circumstances the truth is in God’s promises.  You cannot convince me that our Father is not present in my time of trouble.  Nothing you say will persuade me.  That is what it means to be fully persuaded by God’s promises.  We choose to believe God’s promises over any other evidence that anyone can present.  God said he is with us in our time of trouble and that settles it.

Just this weekend I was with someone who has been challenged.  Some weeks ago her husband fell asleep while driving and their young child was in the car with him.  He crossed over into oncoming traffic, crossed back to his side of the road, went into a ditch and flipped the car.  He had to be cut out of the car and the child seat is a total loss.  Both the father and the child are afraid to get back in a car.  I asked her how she would explain to her child that God is looking out for them and protecting them.  In response she showed me the photographs of the damaged car.  Without the Lord they would both be dead instead of banged up.  She has an understanding that God didn’t cause the accident.  She also knows how bad things would have turned out if He had not shown up on the scene the instant they needed Him.  

Her recent experience is why you can’t look with your eyes or your reasoning to discern God’s presence and help in the time of need.  One with less discernment and less wisdom could easily conclude that God was not with her son and husband on that fateful day but her heart knows the truth and she cannot be persuaded otherwise.  

Thanks be to God who is with us every day and who answers every time we call, who is always with us in times of trouble; the God who rescues and honors us.

1931. Wednesday, December 23, 2014

Luke 2: 7 - 20

And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night.  And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

"This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased." When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another, "Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to us."  So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger.  When they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been told them about this Child.  And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds.  But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart.  The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them. 

There is so much to appreciate in this passage and during this season.  I pray that your Christmas will be filled with a new and bigger revelation of who he is and who you are in him.

Merry Christmas everyone and may the presence of the Lord keep you and fill you throughout this season!

1932. Monday, January 12, 2015
Solid as a Rock

(From 2/20/09)

Isaiah 58: 9
Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry, and he will say, “Here I am.”

When you call, he will answer.  “Well,” people say, “I cannot feel him.  I cannot hear his answer.”  I know that is problematic so I want to address it.  See God works in faith rather than in feelings.  That is why we are not to go by feelings but rather by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.  The Word is our anchor, not our feelings.  Feelings can be fickle and they can be influenced by a host of exterior and interior stimuli.  The Word, on the other hand, is solid.  It is the rock.  Once you find a passage of scripture which speaks to your situation and latch on to it, then it becomes the final say in the matter.  You don’t sway or let your emotions move you off of what the Word says.  So, since the Word says that when you call, He answers, then you must choose to believe that rather than choosing to believe the emotion which says, “I cannot feel him.”  Tell your emotions that they do not rule you and that you are not motivated by feelings; rather you are motivated by the Word of God.  It does take some practice but you will find in a short time that you will begin to stand firmly.  As your emotions recede to their proper place you will begin to hear the Father more clearly and you will feel him too.  Trust in the Word for it has the power to change situations.  Trust the Word because it is the anchor you need.  Trust the Lord for He will answer.

1933. Tuesday, January 13, 2015

Let There Be ... Revelation
Genesis 1: 3, 14 & 16

Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.

14Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years ... 16 and God made the two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also.
In verse 3 God said, literally, “Light Be” and there was light.  How is it then that we have to wait until verse 14 for God to get around to making the sun and the moon and what happened in verse 3 since it obviously was not the creation of the sun and moon?

One of the lessons I learned while I was away from you on vacation is that you know much more than I have sometimes realized.  I spend a lot of time alone in my office reading and writing so when God gives me a revelation it seems to me that I have received it in a bit of a humanity vacuum.  Somehow I lost touch with the truth that He gives me revelation in order to support you.  So, I have had several creation theories running around in my spirit for several years that I have shared with few people because they seemed kind of “out there.”  What I now understand is that God has been ministering the same revelations to you and has just given me the job of confirming what you are already hearing.  I was also concerned about blowing away some of the newer believers with ideas that I thought might be beyond them but they are coming into the body with big ideas already.  Therefore, I begin this New Year apologizing to you and with the promise that I will not hold back what I hear God saying.  

So, here is what I believe happened at creation.  I believe that when God said, “Light be!” He actually released Himself into the cosmos.  We know from John 8: 12 that Jesus is the light.  I believe Jesus is the light that was released when God said “Light be!”  As scientists dig deeper and deeper in the physics of the earth they find that the smallest particles are made from energy.  We know that everything we see is made from molecules and that those molecules are made of atoms.  And we know that within these microscopic particles is great energy.  Nothing is really static, not even iron.  All atomic matter is moving even in the hardest materials.  No matter what you allow your eyes to fall upon right now, it is moving at the atomic level.  So your desk, although stable, has energy in it being expressed through the movement of atomic and sub-atomic material.

Look at Hebrews 11:9 from the New Living Bible: “By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that what we now see did not come from anything that can be seen.”  Or in other words, that which we can see was made out of that which is invisible or unseen.  God essentially made everything out of His own substance.  He released Himself into the cosmos and created the entire universe.  He is the substance of our lives.  He lives within us and is our own substance.  We are made up of Him and without Him there is no life.  Jesus is the light and he is the life.  Everything that has life derives it from our Father who released the life and the light from within Him and created all that see, hear, touch, smell or sense.  He is the source.  You’ve heard it before.  He really and truly is our source and He really and truly lives within us.  His life force, His substance is in every cell of our bodies.

This isn’t doctrine.  You do not have to believe this in order for us to be harmonious but I need to start giving air play to that which I believe God is speaking to me.  If it blesses you, then “Hooray.”  It is my hope that as we explore and push our boundaries this year you will find new freedom and new expression for your faith in God.  At the end of the day, it is all about Him.  He is the beginning and the end and He is the rock upon which all must be anchored.  We are not entertaining heretic theories.  We are engaging with God and allowing Him to show us more of Himself and how His truths impact our lives.  The creation story I presented today only has substantive meaning if it can positively affect your life and most importantly your relationship with our Father.  For example, if God is living in every tissue of your body, in every single cell, what does that mean for living in divine health?  That is where we are going – into a life of more of Him, and more impact from living with Him.
1934. Wednesday, January 14, 2015
Success in the Word
Joshua 1: 8

This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.
There is a very good reason that this devotional is called the Word of the Day and why it begins with God speaking.  Each one of us has a definition of success for our lives and each of us aspires to attain that success.  Every one of us wishes to be prosperous in various ways.  It would be ridiculous for us to be otherwise.  Joshua was no different from us in this respect.  He wanted to be successful at the task which God had given him.  However, he was a little overwhelmed too.  His job was to fill the shoes vacated when Moses died.  One can imagine that Joshua was a bit concerned about his ability to lead the people into the Promised Land.  So, God gave him this advice.  Keep the Word of God in your mouth; meditate on it day and night.  

So, I send you God’s Word every day because I know that it has power to positively impact your life.  The text that I write is for the purpose of elucidating what God has said.  My writing is meant to explain a bit more of what is imbedded in the scripture and sometimes to bring out background information that we may not all have.  And sometimes, it is meant to bring to you a revelation that God has shown me during my studies.  However, it is not the most important part of the devotional.  It is my intense desire that what I write blesses you but what God wrote is much bigger.  

I realize that you are busy people.  Everyone is very busy these days.  I also understand that sometimes my comments get long and that you may not feel you have time for the full text.  I can appreciate that.  I read daily devotionals too so I encounter the same emotions.  My advice is that you open the Word of the Day everyday and read the scripture.  Look to see what God is speaking to you even if you do not have time to read what I have to say.  I am not offended.  His Word ministers life.  It will generally take you less than 2 minutes to read the scripture and I think it is pretty safe to assume we can all scrape together 2 minutes to receive a Word deposit from God.  The Word is our secret to success so we need to have those deposits daily.  And then throughout the day perhaps that verse will turn over and over in your mind so that you receive the inspiration of the Word.

I want you to read the full text of the Word of the Day everyday but that is not always possible so just allow yourself to ingest that most important part.  Read the “Word” of the Day, the scripture, and let Dad minister its deep meaning to you.
1935. Thursday, January 15, 2015

Another Great Exodus

Judges 6: 8 – 9

“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘It was I who brought you up from Egypt, and brought you out from the house of slavery.  And I delivered you from the hands of the Egyptians and from the hands of all your oppressors, and dispossessed them before you and gave you their land.

All through the Old Testament we keep hearing the forefathers talk about God leading the people out of the bondage of Egypt.  They constantly reminded each other that their God was He who led them out of bondage and into a life of abundance and blessing.  Finally I was reading in the Old Testament and it dawned on me.  Nothing has actually changed in that regard.  God is still doing the same thing today, liberating people from bondage. 

You see, the God that freed the Israelites from the cruelties of Pharaoh is still on the throne today and wants to give you your own personal exodus.  He wants you to experience complete freedom.  You can be free from financial worries, physical limitations and anything else that limits your life.  Your heart can be completely healed, your life redeemed and your end can be far greater than your beginning.  God really does have super huge plans for you but you have to partner with Him.  Do you remember the exodus story?  Remember how much difficulty Moses had persuading the slaves to leave their slavery and follow God into a life of freedom in a land flowing with milk and honey?  We actually do the same thing today.  We are so comfortable in our prisons, some of which are self-made, that it is easier to remain in bondage than to take a step of faith.  It is hard to put your reputation and your heart on the line and actually stand with God.  It is sometimes hard to hope.  But God is calling to you to come out.  He wants you to live a life without man imposed limits.  Jesus removed all the limits, all of the ties which bind.  He has given you wings with which you can soar.

Do you think this is just rhetoric?  Look around.  Some Christians are actually flying with Jesus.  They are living that abundant life that Jesus promised all of us in John 10: 10.  What makes them so special?  I think it is just that they believe and we don’t.  What if we could mend our believers and jump off the end of the pier like they do?  What if we could really trust God with our hopes and dreams?  Is He a god who is deaf or uncaring?  

I believe that we can all attain to great heights.  We have only to open our hearts and let God speak to us there.  We must abandon the rules of this world and all its negative reports and believe in the depths of our spirits that God really does want to work great things in our lives.  There is nothing to stop us from having the very best year of our lives this year.  This can be the year of bounty.  Be still and hear what the voice of God is saying to you.  Take time to listen to the whisper of your heart.   There are great things on the wind for you.  God is calling to you.  Listen.  Grab the truth and refuse to let go.  Let the world go its way and follow dear Jesus to the land of milk and honey.  It is just around the bend.  Agree that this is your year.  Set your heart in agreement with God.  There is freedom for the captives; a great exodus.  Where will you go?

1936. Friday, January 16, 2015

Guard Your Heart

Philippians 4: 8

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. 

I have written to you previously about ingesting the output from the news media.  I want to share with you a personal story today and put a finer point on this conversation.

I have been working very hard on making my heart more tender and more open to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  In order for me to hear God’s voice more easily and thus more consistently I have to allow my heart to be open to Him.  God works through my spirit to give me revelation and inspiration.  So, I need to keep my spirit open and ready to receive from Him.

Yesterday I watched one of the morning news programs, which I do very infrequently, and I was shocked at what I saw.  First there was the report of the shootings in France.  There was a video clip of a police car approaching the two shooters and then the reporter announced that an officer had been shot and killed.  The clip cut to the scene of the officer’s funeral.  

Then there was a story about a policeman who shot a young man.  The altercation was filmed by the video camera in the police officer’s car.  Shockingly, the footage of the police officer shooting and killing the man was shown on this morning television show.  I was shocked.  I saw his pistol firing.  I saw a person being killed, for real.  That is more reality TV than I bargained for.

You will not be surprised to know that I turned off the TV and left the room.  I noticed immediately that my insides were affected.  I need to be open and sensitive to the Spirit of God but you cannot watch that kind of broadcasting and keep your spirit open.  You will automatically begin to close down your sensitivity.  You have to.  Your own survival techniques respond to that over stimulation and begin to shut down your heart.

So here is my point.  That kind of news reporting is not good for your spirit.  However, I know that you wish to stay abreast of what is going on in the world.  Here is my advice.  First of all, print media, while sensational, is not as sensational as television video broadcast.  It is still wise to guard your heart from an over indulgence in the negative news media regardless of the medium but at least print media and internet reporting do not have as great a negative impact on one’s spirit.  Secondly, perhaps there are news sources that are not as sensational as the morning program I saw.  I doubt there are many outlets sharing good news but perhaps you can find some that are quite as extreme.  

We are living in different times.  Never before have people’s spirits been so inundated with news media coverage.  I believe strongly that this is not good for us.  Just look at people who watch a lot of television news.  Are they happy, successful, upbeat?  There spirits are under the constant barrage of negativity.  It is impossible for them to live in light, life and victory.  God help them!

I will probably never turn on that morning program again but besides that I have made a decision to strictly limit the amount of that gunk I allow in my house.  And I certainly do not want to poison my spirit with worldly pollution since that is where God lives.  I, like you, am the temple of God and I wish to guard and preserve that temple.  I want to hear and be led by the voice of God and I cannot do that if I have closed the ears of my spirit because of the junk the world spews.

Look again at today’s verse.  We are supposed to let our minds dwell on those things which are lovely, that which is excellent and worthy of praise.  And truth?  Jesus is the truth.  It is he that our minds are supposed to dwell upon.

This is a life message.  Guard your heart for out of it flows all of the issues of life (Proverb 4: 23).  

1937. Monday, January 19, 2015

IT WORKS!

Luke 6: 38

Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.

If you have been reading this devotional for any period of time you know that I believe in this principle.  I very much believe in the principle of seed, time and harvest but it is so easy to lose our conviction as we await our harvest.  I shared the story of my overseeding my lawn this year and how I was beginning to wonder if anything was ever going to happen.  All of a sudden, grass sprung up all over my yard.  So the message there is, “Don’t give up on your seed.”

Recently I saw the truth of give and it will be given to you in striking reality and I want you to know that it really does work.  Someone I know gave a significant contribution to a ministry.  There were no strings attached.  She is just a cheerful giver.  The next thing she knew was that she received a gift of greater value than the donation she made.  The gift was completely unexpected.  It fairly came out of the blue.

Later she called me with her testimony.  She realized that God led her to give.  You see, God had in mind all along the blessing He wanted to get to her so He had her sow a seed which He then multiplied into something larger.  God is so good and that is the way He works.  And, it works all of the time.  Even when you don’t see it working, those little seeds are in the ground sending out roots and growing.  Before you know it you have a crop.  Yahoo for harvest!  

So this isn’t theory, it isn’t empty theology.  The Bible is a “How To” manual and it tells us how to reap a harvest ... plant a seed.  If you give, God will take that little seed and turn it into a full harvest.  Just think how many tomatoes one tomato plant yields.  That is God’s economy at work.  Whatever you give to Him, He multiplies back to you many times over.  So, if you have a financial need, give.  It is the most counter-intuitive thing in the world but it works gang.  Give and it shall be given unto you.  Don’t believe me?  Run your own experiment.  See what God will do when you become a giver.  I’m telling you, you will never have to worry about finances again.
1938. Tuesday, January 20, 2015

Come In the Water

2 Chronicles 34: 27

"Because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before God when you heard His words against this place and against its inhabitants, and because you humbled yourself before Me, tore your clothes and wept before Me, I truly have heard you," declares the LORD. 

There is a huge revelation in this verse for those who can hear it.  It is this; let your heart be tender.  

I confess that I have experienced great difficulty in this but my difficulty has, in the end, made me a bit of an expert.  I have experienced the strain of trying to connecting with God through a hard heart and the joy of experiencing Him through a tender heart.  I can say with no doubt that one cannot enter into deep and meaningful relationship with God if one’s heart is tough and calloused.  That is why I so often write about allowing God to heal your heart.  I know that God longs to have close, personal, daily communion with you but that you cannot hear Him if your heart is not tender.  

I cannot help but think of the great frustration I felt when I desperately wanted to hear God speak to me but just couldn’t.  I thought He wasn’t speaking.  It felt like I was living life in a barren desert.  Then, by grace, I learned that if I would be brave enough to allow Him to touch my heart that He would come into my life in a way that would not only satisfy my great hunger but that would also fill me to overflowing with His love, mercy and grace.  I know beyond any shadow of doubt that the deep relationship that we crave with our father requires that we have a soft, tender heart through which He can commune.  He doesn’t abide in our brains.  He abides in our hearts so we must be able to engage our hearts in order to hear Him speak and to enter into the love relationship that He wants to share with us.

Our society does not teach us to be tender-hearted, rather the opposite in fact.  Yet, many of you long deeply, hunger even, for the kind of relationship with the Father that you hear other people talk about.  Honestly, it is natural for you to yearn for Him in that way.  Your spirit, that place where your life force resides, craves the connection with the Holy Spirit.  It is life.  So, we must go against our training to allow ourselves to feel, to be tender.  Frankly, many people do not have the courage for this kind of journey but once we realize the prize the journey becomes so much easier.  There is no need for fear really.  When you touch your heart you will find God and He is well able to care for you.  It is what He wants to do after all.

If there is one encouragement I would give you above all others it is to allow God to touch your heart.  Allow Him to heal the fears, the injuries and answer all of the questions.  When we allow Him to heal our hearts then the tenderness which is His nature begins to saturate our beings.  I am not telling you that you will turn into a crème puff.  Actually, it is just the opposite your heart will become tender but you will have more courage than ever before.  Frankly, it is fear that causes most people to harden their hearts.  Once you have touched God in your heart and have the truth of Him living there you will have the courage of David.  You will find that you also have the tenderness of David as well.  You are going to like the real you that is revealed as the walls begin coming down and trust me, the people around you will too.  The real you is glorious but is hidden in the recesses of your heart.  Open up your heart and let the glory shine out.  In your tenderness you will find great power and you will find love.  Come on, jump in, the water is fine.

1939. Wednesday, January 21, 2015

Matthew 13: 14 – 15

And in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, “You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; and you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; for the heart of this people has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return and I should heal them.”

I cannot believe I never caught this before.  Jesus was discussing how the Pharisees and those like them keep on hearing but never really hear and keep on looking but never see.  They attend every conference, are at church every week but they never, according to Jesus, understand nor perceive.  How catastrophic!  They are dutiful but still ignorant.  Why?  Jesus explains in the next verse.  He says their hearts have become dull.  That is to say that regardless of how devoted we are about attending church and conferences, listening to tapes or streaming video it is all futile if we do not first engage our hearts.

Now, let’s be frank.  A person who is constantly listening to CD’s, etc. is probably a true seeker and God has promised that those who seek find.  However, those who haven’t set their hearts to God are going to be dull.  In other words they have lost their passion and their hearts truly are not engaged.  Jesus is telling us very plainly here that we cannot hear him nor perceive him if our hearts are not tender and open to him.

It seems that understanding is a heart matter rather than an intellectual issue.  I didn’t know that.  I have been seeking God with my intellect but look at the last bit of the passage.  Jesus says that we will understand with our hearts.  When we approach Jesus with tender hearts, with spirits which are open to him, then he will touch us and heal us.  

Our answers, our met needs are in Jesus and in the life that he came to earth to procure for us.  If we are not living the abundant life that Jesus spoke of in John 10: 10 then we might want to check our hearts.  Are our hearts bared before him?  Does he have an invitation to abide there?  The secrets and mysteries, the deep things of God are to be found through our hearts where we will see and hear.  Glory to God for this insight!

1940. Thursday, January 22, 2015
 
Recompense
Hebrews 6: 10

For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.

You are not alone if you sometimes feel that your work is in vain.  I imagine that every person who ministers in the name of Jesus has shared that sentiment.  However, we have good news.  God is mindful.  He is paying attention and knows the love in your heart for the saints.  You are planting seeds which God is nurturing and watering.  In the proper season, probably when you need it most, those seeds will sprout sending forth a crop, a harvest to feed you in your time of need.  Perhaps it will be a harvest of encouragement; maybe it will be the donation of the resources you need to continue your good work.  Whatever you need, He will provide.  He will honor you for the work you do for any of His kids.

Many times people do not reward you for the investment you make in their lives.  You were probably lucky at times to get a “Thank You” but don’t lose heart.  The scripture says, “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary” (Galatians 6: 9).  God is not unjust.  He will not allow your labor to go unrewarded.  Even though it feels like no one appreciates you at times, trust that your Father is seeing your efforts and the condition of your heart.  He is a just God and He will recompense you.

1941. Friday, January 23, 2015
Shake, Rattle and Roll
Acts 4: 29 – 31

“And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence, while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the name of Your holy servant Jesus.”  And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.

I am very much encouraged by the number of pastors who are breaking out of restrictive molds and are preaching the Word of God with boldness.  I have been meditating on this scripture for a couple of months now and I am convinced this is a word for today.  It is not for pastors only and we err gravely if we think so.  This prayer came out of a gathering of believers where they were all in one accord with a hunger for God and passion for His power to be made manifest in their lives, but not only in their lives but through them too.  That is big.  Shall we yield ourselves to speak with confidence?  Note that the first thing said was the acknowledgment that they were under threat.  As a matter of fact, this episode occurred when Peter and John were released from jail so the threat was real.  Their response to being jailed was to pray for confidence and boldness to do more.  

Lord let your power be seen!  The next thing the believers asked of God was for His hand to accompany their bold speech.  So they had a picture in their minds.  They envisioned speaking the Word of God with confidence while God complemented their speech with miracles of healing and signs and wonders.  Can you see the image that was in their minds of what their meetings should look like?  These guys were ready to take the world.

Then the best part of all.  God answered and He answered in a big way.  Because of their boldness in prayer, because they were passionate enough to ask God for big meetings and powerful moves, He answered them loudly.  His presence came in that building and touched every person there and the whole building shook from the power and presence.  Was the building just not designed to hold that much anointing, that much power or was the building rejoicing?  I don’t know but what I get out of this is that God got excited!  He answered them immediately.  He gave them what they asked for and He did it with such personal zeal that everything shook.  Man, I want to be in that meeting.

Does your heart leap at this idea?  Does your spirit crave Holy Spirit encounters?  Are you desperate for God to get loud in your meetings?  Brother I am.  Today’s passage shows us what we need, what Peter and John did that made God want to be in their meetings.  Let’s do it too.  Let’s get up off of that pew.  Shake the building.  Why not?

1942. Monday, January 26, 2015
Treasure Trove

Psalm 119: 161- 162

Princes persecute me without cause, but my heart stands in awe of Thy words.  I rejoice at Thy word as one who finds great spoil.

The value of the Word of God, it cannot be overestimated.  It has life and healing in it, but what, really, is the Word of God?  Or stated differently, is the Bible synonymous with the Word of God?

I do not believe it is.  To me the Bible is the physical replication of the Word of God.  I do believe it is sacred text but the text alone is not what gives life to our bones.  It is the living word that contains the miracle working power.  At its most fundamental level the Word is Jesus (John 1: 14).  At the highest level I would say that “The Word” is every pronouncement of God.  It is every utterance that has ever proceeded from God’s lips.  The question for us is what does any of this mean for my life, for our lives here in the earth?  Understanding that the Bible is a recordation of God’s word is important.  We actually have access to God’s diary.  Think about that a moment.  Now, let’s go to the next step.  When we read the Bible we are just reading black text on a white page unless we allow the next level of engagement to manifest.  That is where we recognize that the words that we read can be lifted off of the page.  They can be ingested as the staff of life.  No longer are they simple words but now they carry the voice of God.  They are language but spoken language rather than written.  We begin to hear the Father’s voice in our ear and in our spirits speaking life to us. 

Then comes the next level of God’s Word to us.  Not only do we hear His voice in the pages of the Bible but then we begin to hear His voice speaking to us about our lives.  This is not a departure from the Bible or from the “Word of God” but rather an extension of same.  God takes His heart, which is revealed so transparently in His word, and extends those principles to our specific life circumstances.  They still are “The Word” and in a sense they still are the Bible because God will never, ever tell you anything that contradicts with the Bible.  I just don’t think He has stopped speaking.  He is still filling pages with His word.  Maybe in the years to come, after the rapture, there will be a third testament.  Perhaps some of us will have the job of compiling a new text.    I don’t know but the point is that God is alive and He is still speaking.  Not only that, but even the Bible is not in stasis.  It breathes and speaks.  God’s word is alive.  Don’t think of His word as just a compiled book that we call the Holy Bible.  Think of it as His breath leaving His mouth and breathing new life onto you.  You can go into the pages of that book and the next thing you know it has jumped off of the page and is shouting joyous good news.  It is dancing in your room and praising God.  

The Word of God is alive and it is precious.  It is health and liberty, victory and life.  We rejoice because God has given us His word but He isn’t done yet either.  Listen to what He will speak to you today either through the Bible or whispered in your ear.  Either way it is time to celebrate the Word of God.

1943. Tuesday, January 27, 2015

There’s a Hole In the Bucket

Haggai 1: 6-7

You have sown much, but harvest little; you eat, but there is not enough to be satisfied; you drink, but there is not enough to become drunk; you put on clothing, but no one is warm enough; and he who earns, earns wages to put into a purse with holes.  Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Consider your ways!”

There are few of us who have not lived through a time when it seemed like we couldn’t get ahead no matter what we did.  The answer to that problem is that we must look more closely at the condition of our lives.

In this story the prophet Haggai is speaking to the Jews.  They have returned to their land after 70 years of Babylonian captivity and have begun rebuilding their lives.  However, they have left the temple in disrepair.  God is telling them that there is a hole in their lives which needs filling.  Verse 4 reads, “Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses while this house [the house of the Lord] lies desolate?”  I can well imagine that these people were praying themselves blue in the face all the while not realizing that by their own actions, or rather their neglect, they were effectively loosing locust among their harvest.  I think the same is true of us so perhaps we should consider our ways.

We know that the devil is a thief.  What I am finding is that we open the door and invite him to come in and steal from us.  Of course, we do not realize we are doing it but that is why God says, “Wait.  Stop for a moment and consider your ways.”  If you are being robbed of health are there ways you are cooperating with the devil?  What about finances?  I wrote devotional recently entitled, It Works the point of which is that giving actually does create financial well-being.  Although I have written on the topic numerous times over the years still people struggle with their finances when they shouldn’t be.  But I look at their lives and patterns and see that they are not doing those things which God said would cause them to prosper.  “Consider your ways!”  Give and it shall be given to you.  It isn’t complicated but it requires you to do something affirmative.

The Bible teaches us to guard our hearts for from it flow the issues of life. (Proverb 4: 23).  The God’s Word translation reads this way, “Guard your heart more than anything else, because the source of your life flows from it.”   But we soak our precious hearts in television shows, music, and movies that traumatize it and then we immerse it in hours of negative news broadcasts.  Of course you are challenged.  Your heart cannot bear up under that and if you think it can, you are fooling yourself.  I don’t mean to be harsh I just want you to have everything that you want and need and everything that Jesus died to give you but we cannot pollute our homes, minds and hearts and still receive fresh, clean water.

Look at your home.  Does more enter into it that is of the light or of the dark?  Don’t tell me how that TV show really isn’t that bad.  I’m not your boss but God is saying, “Consider your ways!”  He is only saying this to you because He wants to get blessing to you but you are blocking the way.  He only wanted you to give so that He could bless you.  He wanted the Jews to rebuild the temple because it was depriving them of their blessing.  

What is it that you want out of life?  What does God say about how to acquire it?  He has spoken to every issue.  Now ask yourself this, “How can I cooperate with God so that my needs and desires are fulfilled?”  God isn’t holding back on you.  He wants to fill you to overflowing (Psalm 23).  He just needs a little cooperation from us.  I pray that God speak to your heart today and show you ways that you can plug up the holes in your life.

1944. Wednesday, January 28, 2015
The New Covenant

Jeremiah 31: 33

“But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days”, declares the Lord, “I will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”

Have you ever wondered what the “New Covenant” with God is?  First of all, let’s understand what a covenant is.  The American Heritage Dictionary defines covenant as:  a binding agreement made by two or more persons or parties; a compact; contract. 2. A solemn agreement or vow made by members of a church to defend and support its faith and doctrine.  3. Theology. God’s promises to man, as recorded in the Old and New Testaments. 4. A formal sealed agreement or contract.  Our covenant with God is a sacred contract, if you will, a binding agreement between humanity and God.  It is a reciprocal agreement wherein each party has its obligations and benefits.  Our part is to be His people.  Wow, that is an obligation which actually is a benefit in itself.  If there were no terms other than that, we would win.  We get to be His people.  However, there are other obligations upon God which confer benefit unto us.  He is obligated to be our God.  If I will be His, then He has no option but to be mine.  He is bound.  That is powerful.  You have the power to bind God to you such that He has no choice but to be your God.  Do you see that?  But wait, there is more.  He has the affirmative duty to write all of His Word, knowledge and wisdom on your heart.  Again, He has no choice.  He has bound Himself by His Word and He has not the power to lie or to break His Word.  Therefore, when you accept Yahweh as your God He moves into your heart and inscribes all that He is there.  

Everything that Jesus is or did; everything he accomplished is alive inside of you right now.  In John 14: 23 Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word and my Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him.”  And where do they live?  Ephesians 3: 17 says that Christ dwells in our hearts.  That is where the Word is written and Jesus is the Word.  It really does all make sense.  When Jesus said that He and the Father would come live in us He was echoing what the Father said in Jeremiah.  Jesus knew what the New Covenant was.  He heard God speak about the New Covenant and His plans for His people.  Our only obligation is that we love Jesus.  If we love Him, if we have a heart condition of affection for Jesus, an emotional response to who he is, then the entire trinity with all wisdom, power and grace will come live inside us and be our constant friend and helper.  We give God our hearts and He gives us everything.  That is the New Covenant.  What a deal.  No lawyer on earth has ever brokered a deal this good yet God gave it freely.  What a Great and benevolent Father we have.

1945. Thursday, January 29, 2014

Length of Days

Proverb 3: 1 – 2

My son, do not forget my teaching but let your heart keep my commandments; for length of days and years of life, and peace they will add to you.

Proverbs is one of my favorite books of the Bible and this has long been one of my favorite proverbs.  However, now that I am studying the heart I am hearing everything differently.  Before when I have read or even when I have meditated on this scripture I have focused on “keeping His commandments” and the benefit that confers onto me.  However, that isn’t really what this passage says.  It doesn’t say for me to keep the commandments but rather for my heart to keep them.  Why the distinction?  Well, anything else would be a work of the flesh.  Keeping the commandments might make me a good Pharisee but my heart keeping them makes me a good Christian or “friend of Christ” which is my definition of Christianity.

We can help ourselves to remember His teaching by continuing in Bible study.  To keep it in our hearts requires us to spend some time with our hearts.  We have learned that God has inscribed the entirety of His word on our hearts as part of the New Covenant which we have become a party to through the new birth.  However, there is an uncovering or a discovery of all that is written there that must take place in order for us to actually keep His Word with our hearts.  Head knowledge is not going to satisfy the condition precedent for the promise that God has given us in this passage.  In order to have fullness of days and length of years we must keep the Word with our hearts.  That first means falling in love with Jesus since He is the Word and then it means going into our hearts where God resides and allowing that Word to be revealed in the heart library.  It must become real to our hearts and we must guard and keep it with our hearts rather than our brains for it to have power.  Everything else is just, as one friend calls it, intellectual Christianity; fun for your brain and intellect but without life and power.  The Holy Spirit doesn’t live in your brain.

God isn’t promising to do something for us if we will do what He says.  He is teaching us that long life is the natural byproduct of keeping His statutes with our hearts.  He isn’t so much giving a promise here as showing cause and effect.  When you worship God through and with your heart you touch all that He is and when you do that, your life is always improved.  So, open up the library vault of your heart through your discovery of the Word of God.  Meditate therein until the indelible ink of God has saturated your being.  Then all manner of blessing will flow from it.

You thought this was going to be a devotional on healing, didn’t you?  Well, it is.  To your good health....

1946. Friday, January 30, 2015
To Catch a Thief

Proverb 6: 31

Men do not despise a thief if he steals to satisfy himself when he is hungry, but when he is found he must repay sevenfold.

The devil is a thief.  Jesus said that he comes only to steal, kill and destroy (John 10: 10).  If he is caught, though, he also must repay seven times.  That is the law by which he is bound.  He is not allowed to run around stealing from you.  Jesus has already defeated the devil.  We are not awaiting some battle that is going to take place.  It is done.  Jesus went into hell and took the keys of death, hell and the grave.  Everything that the devil ever had is now under Jesus’ feet and therefore under our feet.  How long, then are we going to allow the devil to steal from us?

The problem that I often have is that I wait for God to do something when the power of the Almighty is alive inside me.  Jesus said to speak to the mountain (Mark 11: 23); he didn’t tell us to pray about it.  That’s kinda tough.  I am supposed to do something about the situations of my life.  I am supposed to wield this power.  I would rather whine to Dad and Him do something about it but He says, “I have, I have done it all.  I have given you everything you need.  Now go forth and use the sword I gave you.”  “Oh yeah,” I think, “I have the Word and the Word has already whipped the devil.”  The Word is in my heart and now it must be in my mouth.  I have to say something.

No one said there was anything comfortable about this.  In fact, many of our churches don’t teach us this so we kind of look like deer in the headlights when we hear this message.  Kenneth Hagin spent 50 years of ministry teaching people to speak to their mountains.  I guess it is time we start talking.  Speak protection over your family and belongings.  Cover everything with the shed blood of Jesus.  Then start telling your mountains to jump in the sea.

1947. Monday, February 2, 2015
 Class Notes

John 13: 17

If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

How audacious of the Lord to tell us that knowing the things of God, even the things that he taught does not render blessing unto us.  Jesus says we are only blessed when we do them.  That is a little frightening, isn’t it?  The most knowledgeable Biblical scholar in the world can live outside the blessing if he does not apply what he knows.  Jesus was giving us words to live by rather than words to study and know.  The Bible really is a how to manual.  It isn’t just a collection of arbitrary rules.  Think of it this way – imagine that Jesus gave a three day seminar on “Living the Successful and Blessed Life.”  Can you imagine the copious notes you would take if you got to attend that seminar.  Well, the Bible is the product of taking everyone’s notes and compiling them into one volume.  Right there in your hand you have John’s class notes.  Wow!

Here is the point that Jesus is making though; attending the seminar does you no good if you don’t take the information and apply it to your everyday life.  You may have the best set of notes in the class, perhaps you even go home and rewrite them and organize them on your computer.  That is awesome.  You are a great student but it is the application of that knowledge that will make you successful in life rather than just in your studies.  You are way ahead of those who don’t take notes, i.e. don’t read the Bible but that study should only be the precursor of the more important step – doing what you glean from your studies.  You must begin with the knowledge.  That is what Jesus says but after that comes the practicum.  Apply what you have learned.  

What does Jesus tell us to do?  Remember that the entire Bible is the Word of Jesus.  When he tells us to meditate on the scriptures, are we doing it?  When he tells us to love one another, then that is part of the pathway to excellence in our own lives.  Live Jesus’ words.  Therein lies the victory.

1948. Tuesday, February 3, 2015

Christ’s Disciple

John 13: 34 – 35

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.

This is a familiar bit of scripture.  It is called the new commandment, the one commandment, or the love commandment.  It is another thing too.  It is the entire discipleship class.  Or let us say it is the answer to the final exam.  If you love one another, if you demonstrate the Jesus kind of love for one another, then you have passed the discipleship class.  

Much is written about discipleship and many churches even offer discipleship classes.  It seems to me that Jesus offered a discipleship class too; it was the observance of his life, of course, but he sums up the whole thing with one little sentence.  It all boils down to love.  I sure wish he had said the evidence of a true disciple is faithfulness, diligence or perseverance in the faith, but he didn’t.  The only way anyone will identify me as a disciple of Christ is if they see the love of God issuing from me.  The apostle Paul said that without love, anything else, everything else is meaningless (1 Corinthians 13: 1-3). He got it.  He understood Jesus’ message.

Stating it a different way would simply be to say that Christianity is: “loving one another as Jesus loves us.”  That’s it.  You can take every book on theology ever written and boil it down to that one sentence. There is your entire thesis in one sentence.  I wish it was as easy to live it as to say it.  

The Apostle John said it this way, “Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen” (1 John 4: 20 NIV).  In other words, if I do not love my brother, then I am not a disciple of Christ. To be more accurate though, Jesus said that we must love one another as he loves us.  That is to say, if I do not love others as Jesus loves us then I am no disciple of his; not a follower of the way (Jesus); not even really a Christian which means one who follows Christ.

What kind of love is this then?  “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren” (1 John 3: 16).   It is a sacrificial love.  It is others centered, putting the needs of others above my wishes. That is a tall bill to fill and I cannot do it in my own strength.  In fact, it is in the surrender of my strength that I can do all things.  But guess what, Jesus couldn’t do it in his own strength either.  That is why he sweated blood in the Garden of Gethsemane.  None of us can do what God has called us to do in our own strength that is why God empowered us through His abiding presence living inside of us.  We must live through the presence of God in our hearts.  Jesus allowed the father’s compassion to flow through him.  We don’t have to be super heroes.  We just have to allow our abiding in Christ and his dwelling in us to be expressed.  We learn to let go of our desperate grasp and to let God flow out of our inner being.  It is a hard thing to do when we are still wedded to our flesh but as we learn to live out of our spirits we will find it increasingly easy and joyful.  When Jesus told us to live this way it was because he had a revelation from God that we could.  His early disciples did and we can too.  As we are transformed through the renewing of our minds we discover a radical trust of God inside of us and that trust empowers us to let go and live beyond the means of mortal man.  We will soar on wings as eagles and nothing, by any means, shall be impossible to us.  It is the power of love.

1949. Wednesday, February 4, 2015
Divine Power

1 Corinthians 13: 2

Amplified Bible
And if I have prophetic powers (the gift of interpreting the divine will and purpose), and understand all the secret truths and mysteries and possess all knowledge, and if I have [sufficient] faith so that I can remove mountains, but have not love (God’s love in me) I am nothing (a useless nobody).

Here is Paul’s understanding of the love commandment.  Now I would have thought that operating in the prophetic gifts, having faith that moves mountains, and having all knowledge would be pretty good evidence that one is a foremost disciple of Christ.  Many people have pursued the power and the gifts of God but God would rather we pursue His heart.  He says, pursue Me and the power will come.  So we each have to set our hearts to seek God with all that we are.  When we seek God we will find love because He is love.  Paul says that without love we are useless nobodies.  Wow!  That is strong language Paul!  But then again, what would you say that we are without love.  Again, God is love so if we are without love then we are without God.  The measure of cooperation we have with God is revealed in the measure of love we exhibit.  So people can know the condition of our hearts and if those hearts really are right with God by the love we express externally.

God’s love has a purpose in the earth.  It is to call all people unto Himself.  He does this by extending grace and mercy and by meeting the needs of His children.  And He uses us, His disciples (?) to accomplish both of these.  God blesses me abundantly and then I get to be his hands in the earth to meet the needs of others.  He uses us to dispense grace, to show mercy.  In truth, love is the real power of God.  You’ve heard it said, “Love is the most powerful force in the universe.”  It is true.  It was love that conquered hell and the grave.  It was love that gained the keys and set every captive free.  Without love, Jesus would have stayed in the ground.  Do you see that?  There is nothing more powerful so if we really want to have the power of God flowing through our lives then we need to get a potent revelation of love.  

All we need to do is open our hearts to our beloved Father.  When we open our hearts we experience the two way flow that really is our calling in the earth.  God fills our hearts with himself and then out from us flows the living river of His grace.  We will naturally want to bless others and show kindness of God.  I understand that many of us are afraid to open our hearts for fear of getting hurt but we must learn to trust Him, even with our hearts.  He has power that He wants to fill you with but He fills the heart.  If you will let Him fill you there will be plenty of expression of His power flowing from you.  Look at the life of Peter, John or Paul and see what love can do.

1950. Thursday, February 5, 2015

Murderers We?
1 John 3: 15 – 17

Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  But whoever has the world’s goods and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?

Tighten your seatbelt.  The apostle John is going to take us on quite a ride today.  He is teaching on love.  He starts by convicting a good number of us as murderers.  And no murderer, he tells us, will inherit eternal life.  The life of the eternal one does not abide in us if we hate anyone because the eternal one is love.  It is logical but what a revelation.  Then he contrasts Jesus with those who hate in a demonstration of how love behaves.  Hate kills but love lays down its life for the other.  And, as if that isn’t strong enough, John goes on to say that we ought also to lay down our lives for the brethren too.  

If eternal life is living in me then love is abiding in me and love lays down its life for another.  The eternal life in me necessarily means that even though I lay down my life, I will yet live.  So, there is more here than mere mortality.  There is more to this than laying down my mortal life.  Let me put it in Paul’s kind of phraseology.  If I go to war for my countrymen and lay down my life but have not love, then I am nothing and useless.  So what is going on here?  It is the love in my heart that is important not my acts of martyrdom.  I could martyr myself in my family situation continually from some need to feel victimized rather than out of love.  Then my actions, rather than being lovely, are repugnant.  Still, there is more here because we still do not reach the difference between laying down our mortal life like Jesus did and laying down our everyday life, which he also did.  You see, the laying down of one’s life is not measured in heartbeats and breath alone.  There are people, you can think of some, who lay down their lives daily for the brethren, for you and me.  You may have some in your own family who consistently put aside their wants, desires and plans in order to meet the needs of others.  And I do not refer to people who do this in a dysfunctional, unhealthy way.  We are talking here about people who have a revelation of God within them and seek to live out of his will, his love and his power.  These are the true children of God.  You might be one of these.

Then there are the rest of us and John addresses us in the next verse.  Verse 17 says that even though we have the worlds goods we don’t part with a thing even when we have the opportunity to bless others.  I heard a minister say one time that she has set a minimum tip amount.  No matter how lousy the service nor how inexpensive the meal, she tips well.  Now, why would she do that?  She has a revelation of the love of God.  She is seeking to bless people, not punish them.  Your message will preach much louder from a position of love and grace than it will out of selfishness or recrimination.  I had a problem right here and I will admit it.  I thought a tip was a reward for having given exemplary service.  This minister, though, sees it as an opportunity to bless someone.  Which of us is closer to God’s heart?

But here is the thing that really amazes me about today’s passage.  John begins by declaring that people with hate in their hearts are murderers and then ends talking about giving.  What is going on here?  Has John just linked the love of God and His living in us with us being generous givers?  I will let you answer that for yourself but I certainly am having a moment of pause (selah).  I kind of want to run out and give something away.  The church has gone from every one selling their possessions and meeting each other’s needs (see Acts 4) to a group of tight fisted, fear controlled counterfeits.  I don’t want to be that way.  I want Acts 4 kind of moves of God so I think that must mean that I need to be an Acts 4 kind of Christian.  Where has our charity gone?  Why are we no longer generous?  To where has our love flown?

The only thing I know to do is to get on our faces before God and ask him.  He must reveal to each of us the condition of our hearts and how we can fill our proper place in Him.  The one thing I am absolutely sure of is that His answer will involve love and generosity.  Will we hang onto our worldly possessions and add annually to our trove at the cost of our souls?  I don’t think so.  I think we only need see the truth and we will all respond appropriately.  And I believe that John has shown us truth.

1951. Friday, February 6, 2015
Empowered To Love

1 John 4: 19

We love because He first loved us.

Do you ever wonder why more of us Christians don’t exhibit the kind of love that we read about in the Bible?  It is not because we are bad people.  There are people who truly love God and who are trying to live the life that they think God has called them to and yet they remain judgmental, critical and don’t really express love ... and, to some degree, this describes most of us.  Why do we find it so difficult to live in love and to accept one another in the spirit of Christ within us?

The answer is actually pretty simple.  We have not yet realized His great love for us.  I am an observer of people and I and a seeker of truth and for many years I have watched Christians and tried to figure out why there is so much disparity in our Christian experience.  God loves us all the same, doesn’t He?  Christ died for each one of us as if we were the only person in the world.  So why do some people have a closer relationship with Him than others?  Why do some exhibit so much more of His grace than do others?  The answer seems to be that some have a much fuller revelation of His love for them.  When you embrace that kind of love, then everything becomes safe.  You no longer have to be guarded.  God has validated you and spoken into your heart, “I love you just as you are and you are beautiful in my sight.”  

You see, I think far too many of us have our eyes on ourselves instead of on Him.  We look in the mirror and see all of our faults and mistakes.  If we could, instead, turn our eyes upon Him and focus on how much He loves us our lives would be transformed.  When a person discovers that God loves them through and through with a love that is beyond human comprehension then we begin to relax and receive the grace that He has afforded us.  We no longer have to prove ourselves.  We no longer have to promote and elevate ourselves.  We can actually enter into a childlike acceptance of His love and then of ourselves.  When you believe, truly believe that God loves you then it is easy to devote yourself to Him and to a relationship with Him.  When you do so, then He finally is able to release Himself to you.  You become a receiver.  The next thing that happens is that you become gracious and kind to others.  No longer do you have to scrap for respect and honor; God the Father pours it out on you.  You become a giver of the grace that He shows you.  I’m telling you, those who are immersed in and persuaded of God’s abounding love towards them are able to give from the depths of their heart.  As a matter of fact, they pour themselves out like water.  They amaze me in their kindness and oh, I pray that more of us can come to a full realization of the love of God.  

No matter how many times I tell you that Jesus would have gone to the cross even if you were the only person on earth; no matter how many times any of us are told of the great love the Father has for us, it is all an insubstantial drop in the bucket compared to His great love.  Only when we encounter the Father personally and allow Him to minister that message directly to our hearts will we come to understand the depth and breadth of His devotion to us.  The good news is that we can be facilitators of such a revelation.  God is awaiting us right now.  Any moment that we turn open hearts and upturned faces to Him He greets us with outstretched arms.  The power is in our hands.  We can know the love of God but we must initiate that encounter.  We must open the door and let Him in.  He will never invade your space.  His covenant is too important.  He will not violate our free will, so He is waiting for us to call to Him.  Just simply tell Him that you want Him to reveal the depth of His love for you and then let your heart be open to His ministrations.  He will fill us all.  This I know.  There is nothing more sure than God’s great love towards us and there is nothing more predictable than that few of us have fully embraced this revelation.  Let’s all go into the deep water and allow Dad to fill us to overflowing with His goodness and His love.  Knowing that God loves us enables us to love others and that is something we can all live with.

1952. Monday, February 9, 2015
And the Victor is...?

1 John 4: 18

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.  

When we receive a full revelation of love we will no longer have fear.  We will also find that anger, resentment and other powerful negative emotions disappear because the truth is that those negative emotions are based in fear.  We are afraid of losing face, afraid of someone taking advantage of us and so on but when love becomes perfected in us, we will have no consideration for those things.  Trust will prevail, an unyielding trust in God’s willingness and ability to take care of us.

We often find it difficult to live in this unbridled trust.  Too many of us hear judgment and recrimination in our imaginations of facing the Lord but that is only because our revelation is still being exposed.  We fear punishment for our shortcomings because we have not fully embraced the truth of who God is and what Jesus has done for us.  Perfect love casts out fear because when we allow that perfect one to explode within us then we see only grace and beauty.  Even when we botch things, His face shines on us as a proud parent who thinks we are awesome despite our mistakes.  He takes us gently in His hands to teach us so that we don’t err again but this isn’t out of anger but rather out of love.  He wants to save us from making the same mistakes over and over again.  Then as we learn to trust Him we get better at hearing His instruction before we act and then we don’t have to make as many mistakes in the first place.  He leads us so that we place our feet on the right path rather than rambling around in the brambles.

We need not fear punishment.  We need fear no thing because our God is not a God of fear.  The author of fear lives in hell and he is a defeated foe.  All fear belongs to him but Jesus has already cleaned his clock so we need not have any part of him, including his infamous weapon of fear.  Love conquers fear.  Always has, always will.  That is what today’s verse is really saying.  With God alive inside of us we do not have to endure the enemy’s tortures. So, focus on the love.  Meditate on love.  Look up love scriptures.  You will find that love is your strength and the mightiest weapon of all.
1953. Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Restful Labor

Hebrews 4: 10 – 11

For the one who has entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His, Let us therefore be diligent to enter than rest, lest anyone fall through following the same example of disobedience.

Okay, so what is going on here?  The writer of Hebrews is saying that the person who has entered into God’s rest has rested from his works just like God who has also rested from His works.  Then verse 11 says that we should be diligent to enter into this rest lest we fall into disobedience.  There is an epiphany.  If we do not enter into rest we are in disobedience?  Not only that, but the effort expended is not in doing the works but in entering the rest.  

That is so counter-cultural that it barely even makes sense.  Many years ago I heard Kenneth Hagin speak on living a fasted life.  It was an impactful message, but then weren’t all of Hagin’s messages?  Anyway, his point was that every day is the Sabbath and every day is the day of the fast.  He was teaching that we don’t live to God on certain special days but rather every day.  We must learn how to live in God and let the Lord Jesus live through us on a daily rather than on a Sunday basis.  Everyday can be, and should be, a day of rest wherein we allow God to do the works.

From Matthew 19: 26 we learn that with God all things are possible.  The key words there are “with God.”  Why, then, do we still labor with the works rather than to enter His rest.  There is a revelation in here to be found.  We are to be diligent in laboring to enter into His rest.  That sounds silly.  Labor to rest?  But the author knew that we would have to work to wrap our heads around this one.  So, I have begun my day with my “To Do” list and plotted out my time from the time of arising until 5:00 pm.  Then I will figure out what I can accomplish in the evening hours, shall I run errands or do I need to sit and read a piece of fiction or maybe even play a game?  Really??  As it turns out, I forgot to schedule in any bathroom breaks.  What am I saying?  I certainly am not against having a good schedule to work from.  I absolutely think it necessary that I have a work plan otherwise I will not get done what I wish and I will end up spending time on things that I shouldn’t.  However, I am the fool spoken of in the Psalms if I do not begin my day with my Father asking Him to be Lord over my day.  It would be foolish for me to plow ahead in the power of my strength.  I have done that before.  It doesn’t work.  No, this time I am going to labor to enter into His rest and let Him be the power and the strength in my day.  That is what Jesus prayed afterall, “Thine is the...power” (Matthew 6: 13).  Jesus even told us that the works that he is renowned for were not even his own work product.  He said that it was the Father who lives within him that does the works (John 14: 10).  Query:  if Jesus didn’t try to walk in his own power, if he didn’t attempt to accomplish his To Do list in his strength, what in the world makes me think I can do mine?

We are a nation of “doers” but God has called us to be believers rather than doers.  There is the rub.  We have mighty things to do in the name of the Almighty but it is only with His almighty strength working through us that we attain the prize.  Our father is not impressed with how hard we work for Him but rather how diligent we are at resting in the power of His might.  He doesn’t want us to burn out.  He has already provided the power and the wisdom.  Our job is simply to direct His power.  We allow Him to flow out of us.  Then all things become possible to us.  

Endeavor to enter into His rest.

1954. Wednesday, February 10, 2015
Labor to Believe

John 6: 29

Jesus answered and said, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”

We looked yesterday at entering into the rest of God.  We found that the effort we are to expend is in entering into this rest.  Today we see Jesus saying that the “works” that so many of us get bound up in are misplaced effort.  Jesus said that the work that we are supposed to do is to believe in Jesus whom God has sent.  So, are the verses from yesterday and today saying the same thing?  Yes, I think so, are at least they are nuances of the same thing.

I so very vividly remember how badly I managed my work when I was practicing law.  I worked myself half to death, literally.  I tried to keep God in the frame all day but I was so out of balance that I couldn’t hear Him no matter how He tried to get my attention.  Now, I am attempting not to do the same thing again.  There is always enough work to do.  If you have a work mentality you will find plenty to do but Dad is showing me that He is unwilling for me to go back into that crazy lifestyle.  He has even told me that He will not give me more of the ministry tasks He has in mind for me if I cannot keep my life in balance.  So this is an interesting season in my life.  There is a lot on my plate but Dad will not have me sacrifice my workouts or even my playtime in order to work.  There must be balance.  So, He is teaching me to labor to enter into His rest.  Use my effort to believe in Christ within me who has the power to accomplish all that needs doing.  My relationship with the father is much more important to Him than the “work” I do for Him.

Many ministers have lost their way working for the Lord.  All of us, regardless of our occupation, must put and keep Jesus first in our lives.  Then He will empower us from the inside to do all that we must do.  The Holy Spirit is the power of God.  We need to learn how to release that power into the world and into our workspace so that we can keep our priorities in line and not burn ourselves out.  You can live till 120 years or more but not if you are burning your candle down too low now.  I do not advocate laziness, not by any means.  I am just learning that God is our strength and He can be the performance engine in us.  This is a high challenge but for those who are ready there is a deep well here, a big revelation.

I would love to hear your stories of how you are allowing God to work through you and I am sure that others can benefit from your experience.  Click on the link below and go to our blog site and tell us how you are allowing this to work in your life.
1955. Thursday, February 11, 2015

Prayers for the Needy

Philippians 4: 19

And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Paul wrote to the Philippians assuring them that because they were meeting his needs God would take care of their needs.  That is a good perspective from which to view our needs and our prayers.  God meets our needs when we meet the needs of others.  Still I suspect most of us spend a good bit of time praying about our needs.  I noticed in the Lord’s Prayer that Jesus gave “needs” one line; “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6: 11).  When Jesus went up on the mountain to pray, what do you suppose he prayed about?  I suspect he didn’t spend much time praying about the things he needed.  I imagine he prayed for people and for his calling.

I think what God is showing me is that we need spend very little time praying about our physical needs.  In fact, I am beginning to think we need not spend much time at all praying about any of our perceived needs for two reasons.  First, Jesus said, “Ask and it shall be given to you” (Matthew 7: 7).  So ask and be done.

Secondly, I don’t think we really know what we need.  Sometimes we pray (ask) for something that we want but don’t need.  In fact, sometimes the thing we are praying for would destroy us if we received it.  Take for example the Israelites who prayed and prayed for a king.  God told them, “No” at first time saying that He would be their king.  He told them that their desire would only lead them to ruin. They kept on and on until finally he relented (read this story in 1 Samuel 8).  And if you know the story of Saul, the first ever king of Israel, you know that God spoke to them truthfully.  

I think our prayer time is better spent asking God what we need.  In other words, I think we should pray about ourselves rather than for ourselves. We need God’s revelation on what we need and it may well be something that He wants to do in our hearts.  At least that is what I am finding.  If we back up a little bit from Matthew 7: 7 where Jesus said, “Ask and it shall be given to you,” and go to the end of Chapter 6 we find something interesting.  Bear in mind that this is all one teaching.  When Jesus spoke this it wasn’t divided into chapters so just a few moments before He said, “Ask and receive” he said, “Do not be anxious then, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘With what shall we clothe ourselves?’ For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6: 33).

I believe this is what was happening in Philippi.  The people had finally turned their hearts from seeking after their own needs and desires to seeking the kingdom.  When they got back into a spiritual state, reconnected with the Holy Spirit within them they sent a gift to Paul for his support and maintenance.  Then Paul said that their gift to Him would insure that their needs were met.  You see, the Holy Spirit will speak to us about what we need in our lives.  He will even lead our prayers.  He will also direct our actions so that what we need will be provided for us.  The Philippians didn’t send their gift to Paul in order to get their needs met, they were just connecting with God in their hearts.  They were seeking the kingdom and the Holy Spirit led them to send a gift to Paul.  In that act, their needs were met, as well as Paul’s.  So, we need to seek God in our hearts and allow the Holy Spirit to lead our actions.  When we do we will not need to pray unceasingly for our needs and wants.  They will become a by-product of what God is doing in our spirits.  It seems then that the key to the kingdom is what we have all been told time and time again.  Seek the Lord, our God and He will take care of everything else.  

1956. Friday, February 13, 2015

Hearty Seeking


1 Chronicles 22: 19

Now set your heart and your soul to seek the Lord your God.

If you want to know the secret to living victoriously in Christ I believe this is it.  I remember how dramatically my life changed when I resolutely and determinedly sought God.  Now I have entered a new phase of seeking where all of me is more fully engaged in seeking Him.  

It is interesting to me that the scripture says to set our hearts and souls to seeking God.  I spent many, many years seeking Him with my mind.  That was not a completely empty pursuit but it sure was not fulfilling.  I loved God and sought His wisdom but when I began to pursue Him with all of me, life changed.  

For me the big difference was getting out of my intellect and into my heart.  I found this difficult because I interfaced with the world through intellect and reasoning.  I didn’t “feel” my way through life.  I listened to people talk about connecting with God in their hearts and honestly, I couldn’t even feel my heart when I meditated.  It was pretty humbling.  And I don’t claim to have laid hold of the prize yet but I do know that an intellectual relationship with God is not what He sent His son to the cross for.  Intellectual relationships are what we have with professors and with books.  It is not the basis for a relationship with our resurrected Lord, he who gave his life for us.  We are intended to be as close to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit as we are to our spouses and children.  It really is a matter of the heart.  How satisfied would your spouse be if your relationship was solely intellectual?  Boring!

Here is a bit of good news though.  Father says that if we will seek Him, He will be found by us (2 Chronicles 15: 2).  But what does this really mean, to seek Him with our heart and soul?  It seems that we must not only abandon the pursuit of our minds but that we must also turn our perspective in so that we connect first with our own hearts and souls.  Then as an exercise of our inner person we engage the Father.  When we were born again the Father, Son and Holy Spirit came to live inside of us.  They have taken up residence in us.  Therefore, if we wish to find the Father we need not search the heavens or the air about us.  We need only turn our attention inward.  Unfortunately, many of us have divorced ourselves from an internal life.  We were either deceived about the primacy of the intellect or we closed off our hearts because we had not the strength to endure.  Often it might have been a bit of both.  But we are not cowards.  There is nothing in our hearts that Jesus can’t handle.  In fact, he has already healed all of our wounds.  He is the salve that coats and heals.  Therefore, we needn’t be afraid any longer.  Our Lord is bigger than our fear, bigger than any past injuries.  No matter how badly we may have been injured nor how long we have made it a practice to cordon off our hearts, he is greater than those obstacles.  He can restore to us a tender heart which is our divine right and our divine construction.  We were made to be tender and when we really understand who we are in Christ we will also appreciate that there is no weakness in tenderness.  A tender and compassionate heart is what gave Jesus the strength to go to the cross.

If we want to live in Christian victory; if we want to have all that Jesus came to give us; then we must live our lives integrated with him.   We must set our hearts and souls to seeking him and he will be found by us.  We must have an impressionable and open heart in order to succeed.  Jesus is our perfect way and He has provided for us strength and security.  Fear not!  Seek the Lord with all that you are and you will find great joy and victory in him.

1957. Monday, February 16, 2015

God Revealed

Ephesians 1: 16 -17

[I] do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.

This is what I pray over you every day because I can’t think of anything better than for you to have God’s wisdom and revelation of Him.  I suppose that is what Paul was feeling when he penned this prayer for the people in Ephesus.  I sense him reaching into his innermost being in order to pull out the biggest blessing he could for them.  I also ask God to give you revelation on the Word of the Day that I didn’t even have when I wrote it because revelation of Him and His Word are keys that will not only release blessing in our lives but will also free us from any ties that would bind us.  It is the revelation of how His word relates your life that brings life and freedom.  It is not academic knowledge about God which will change your life but rather that revealed knowledge and wisdom that comes straight from the Father and which is personal to your unique situation.

What would it mean to your life if every day you walked in the revelation and the wisdom of God?  I believe this is exactly what the Lord had in mind for us.  That is a significant factor that separated Jesus from everyone else who has walked the planet.  He was constantly plugged in to the Father.  I think it is possible for us to live in this kind of light because I think it was God who inspired this prayer for the Ephesians.  God has given us a mind and intellect but I don’t think it was so that we could stand in the glory of our reasoning.  I believe He gave us minds created in His image so that we could connect with Him.  The scripture tells us that we have the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2: 16).  That is a great gift but as we study the life of Christ we realize that Jesus did not excel in the strength of his mind alone but rather in his ability to connect with the Father.  Because of that interconnectedness, Jesus was able to live in the revelation knowledge of the Father, he was given the words to say to fit the moment and he had the wisdom of the ages to guide him

This is his gift to you.  This is what Paul understood, that Jesus’ victory claimed this standing for you.  Not only are you entitled to walk in constant revelation of the Father, but also this is what God wants to share with you.  This is part of the intimacy that He longs for you to partake of.  So today as you engage in all of the activities of life, keep in mind that God’s wisdom and a revelation of who He is goes with you.  Plug into that ageless wisdom and allow God to direct your path.
1958. Tuesday, February 17, 2015

Martha v. Mary

Luke 10:41

But the Lord answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things; but only a few things are necessary, really only one.

Can you guess what the one thing is that is necessary?  It is our time with the Lord Jesus, of course.  You probably remember this story.  Martha is busy hustling around the house preparing food and accommodations for Jesus and his disciples.  While Martha was busy serving the Lord, her sister Mary just sat at his feet listening to him.  Martha was incensed and approached Jesus about it so that he would reprimand Mary and make her help Martha with all of the work.  Surprise, surprise . . . Jesus didn’t do as expected. Instead he said that Mary had chosen the good part and it would not be taken away from her.  I’ve always pictured Jesus shaking his head as he says, “Martha, Martha.”  Can’t you just hear his tone of voice?

As you know, last week I struggled with my calendar.  By Wednesday morning I was already exhausted from my striving.  So, I put down my devotional and just started talking to the Father.  He said to me, “Ivey, you are worried about many things.  You have become like Martha.  Yes, there is always work to do but there is only one thing that is important.”  “Wait Dad!  Did you really just call me a Martha?”  I have always imagined myself at Jesus feet drinking in every word which proceeds from his mouth but here was my Father saying that I am acting like Martha rather than like Mary.  

You see, I had allowed all the things I am doing for Jesus to become my duty, my job.  I wasn’t praying, meditating, journaling and reading my Bible out of love any more.  Each one of those items had become another item on my “To Do” list.  I was quickly falling into the trap that so many people do.  We become bogged down in the things to do, even those things that we do in service to the Lord that we partition him from our experience.  “I’m working so hard for you Lord that I don’t have time for you.”  Well, that needed to be corrected immediately and fortunately Dad did.  He said to tune my heart to Him the very first thing in the morning and He would fill me and that together we would get it all done.  And do you know something, He was right.  I had begun to let my calendar and my “To Do’s” run me and they were cruel task masters.  Everything became just one more thing that I needed to do and there was no joy left in it.

So I listened to Dad’s advice and the rest of the week I got everything on my schedule done and never once got stressed about it.  I actually did more in less time at the end of the week than I did by pressing so hard in the first part of the week.  I am beginning to think that Jesus really knew what he was talking about when he spoke to Martha.  Just turn your face to him, the one important matter, and he will make everything else work for you. 

This is the way Jesus walked in the earth.  He began his day by tuning into the Father and then he just stayed in that connectedness all day.  Isn’t this what we all want, to learn to walk in the earth the way Jesus did?  Well, it begins by just starting your day connecting with your spirit and with the Spirit inside of you.  Now my calendar is a good, stable structure for my day but it isn’t my Lord.  God leads me through my schedule one step at a time and I am able to maintain that sense of calm that comes from the Holy Spirit.

There is only one thing that is needful and that is our time with the Lord.  If your devotion is becoming an idol instead of worship, move it to the side for a day.  If your prayers are a duty rather than a joyful meeting with your best friend, then change gears.  When you do, Father will restore the joy and the anointing to those things.  No matter what you have to do in a day, begin it with the lord in personal communion with him and I believe you will find your days flowing much more smoothly.

1959. Wednesday, February 18, 2015
Victory in Jesus

Genesis 26: 28

And they said, “We see plainly that the Lord has been with you.”

This should be the testimony of Christianity.  We really shouldn’t have to go testify to people and try to convince them that Christianity is a great way of life and to everlasting life.  They should just see it evidenced in our lives.  That was Isaac’s testimony.  The people around him saw the favor of God on everything he did.  He didn’t have to say anything.  I wish my life spoke as loudly as Isaac’s.

The problem with many of us is that we are living below the Christ level.  What do I mean by that?  Well, you have heard of the poverty level and that there are some who live below that minimum level of existence.  This is similar.  There is a level of victory and blessing that every Christian should be living at but it seems that there are only a few who have a revelation of how to live in Christian abundance.  We need a class taught by Isaac.  He had a revelation.  One of my favorite passages in in this same chapter, verses 1 and 12.  Verse 1 reveals that there was a famine in the land.  Rather than pulling up his tent stakes and moving on to a more fertile area Isaac listened to the voice of the Lord and obeyed.  Verse 12 tells us that in that year, in that time of famine and in that same land, Isaac sowed and “reaped in that same year a hundredfold.”  

This is the legacy that has been passed down to us.  This is our inheritance through Father Abraham.  Truthfully, though, we should excel far beyond Isaac because we have an even better covenant, based on better promises and mediated by a better counselor (Hebrews 8: 6).  We also can sow in the time of famine and reap a hundredfold.  Then people will look at us and see the awesomeness of our God.  

We should all succeed at everything we set our hand to because great is our God.  However, there are some keys revealed here and that Isaac adhered to that will help us if we too follow them.  First of all, when the famine came Isaac didn’t just run off in panic or churn his brain trying to figure out what to do.  The first thing he did was to receive counsel from the Lord.  It is going to be impossible to live above the Christian poverty line if we don’t first receive instruction from the Lord.  It is His counsel that sets our feet on the profitable path.  Secondly, Isaac obeyed.  He heard what the Lord said and he did it.  God told not to go to Egypt but to stay in that land.  So Isaac stayed.  That is two keys so far:  receive the counsel of the Lord, obey.  

The third thing that Isaac did in this time of famine is outlandish.  It goes against all conventional wisdom.  Isaac sowed.  What most people do in times of famine or economic depression is to hoard.  They become very tight-fisted and stingy.  This causes them to develop a scarcity mentality which continues to manifest in their lives and their finances until they develop a new attitude.  Most of us end up eating our seed corn.  In other words, we use the money that we are supposed to sow for our harvest rather than planting it.  It is tough to reap a harvest if you haven’t first planted a crop.  There are all kinds of seed.  Most of us think about money and that is fair.  We are foolish if we don’t sow money.  I am also reminded of the verse that says, “The sower sows the Word” (Mark 4: 14).   We need to sow the Word into our lives, businesses, families, etc.  That begins by putting the Word in you but then to sow it you must speak it.

You are meant to live in the hundredfold return.  However, 100 X 0 = 0, so we must get some seed in the ground.  We need a victory attitude and to turn our faces to the Lord our God.  When we follow His direction we will succeed in every facet of our lives so that people will look at us and say, “Mighty is your God!”  There are all kinds of seeds.  Ask the Father what He would have you sow and get out your plow and get busy.  Don’t hoard for goodness sake.  If you are going through a tough time, find something, anything, and give it away.  Let “Victory in Jesus” be your anthem and show the world the loving power of your Father.
1960. Thursday, February 19, 2015

The Rock Faucet

Exodus 17: 6

Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.

The lesson from this story has to be that if God can get water from a rock for the Israelites He can certainly meet our needs too.  We live in a remarkable age.  It wasn’t that long ago that people couldn’t just turn on the tap and have water flow out.  What a magnificent blessing that is.  And, people didn’t build their houses just anywhere; they had to locate a place for a well first.  Then, of course, if you live in the desert or were like the Israelites, traversing the desert, water was a major issue.  None the less, God has always met the needs of His people.

I wonder sometimes if our great abundance and enormous blessings have made it hard for us to exercise faith.  Even if you are not a person of faith there is so much provided for us in this modern age.  And our needs have shifted significantly.  Besides the modern conveniences we also have food readily available.  The issue really has become money these days.  We need money to produce heat for our homes, pay for the water being delivered to our houses, and to buy the food that someone else has already raised and harvested.  So, we focus on money, but that does not mean that we don’t still need food, shelter, clothing and water.  In a sense our needs really haven’t changed but our means of procuring them has and I think that has caused a shift in our faith application.  We understand that money will provide these things for us so we focus on that.  In reality though, it is still the Father who meets our needs.  Jesus told us that the Father knows we need all these things so we shouldn’t worry about them.  Look at how He provided for the Israelites.  That is the model of the Father’s provision for today.  If He could provide water for them by having Moses strike a rock then He is well able to take care of our every need.  We can hold this scripture up the Lord and pronounce bravely that we know He will meet our needs because that is what He has always done for His people.  This is some good word that you can sow into your life.  If there is any lack in your life at all, then use this example of God’s provision and sow that Word into the soil of your life.  Hold it up to the Lord and proclaim the victory.  Let God show Himself to you.  Give Him a little “Word” seed to work with and He will bring you a Harvest.  And if there is anything else He instructs you to sow be quick to do it and believe Him for every need met in the name of Jesus.

1961. Friday, February 20, 2015

The Isaac Principle

Luke 6: 38

Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.  For by your standard of measure it will be measure to you in return.

I have been thinking about what we might call the Isaac Principle which we beheld earlier in the week.   In the time of famine, Isaac sowed and in that same year he reaped a hundredfold (Genesis 26: 1, 12).  One of the things we have learned about times of economic slumps is that churches and ministries suffer.  

The wrongness of that fact bowled me over this week.  I saw something I had not seen before.  It tells me that the church isn’t living by Biblical principles.  Jesus said, “Give and it will be given to you.”  Therefore, if we are in an economic downturn then we should not withhold our giving, we should increase it.  When the famine was on Isaac sowed.  He didn’t withhold his seed or eat it for dinner.  This is what the Bible teaches us.  And we see it in the Old Testament and the New as well as from the mouth of Jesus.  I just don’t think we can get more authoritative than that.  So, the question is, “Why do people cut back on their giving in the lean times?”

The only answer I can come up with is that we are responding in fear rather than faith.  Face it, the faith walk isn’t always easy but then, being broke in attitude and pocketbook is no cake walk either.  I can look back over my lifetime and see the difference God’s truths have made.  I remember having no money or having to wait for the next paycheck to buy tires for the car.  It was no fun.  Now you couldn’t convince me not to tithe.  Just wished I had started it earlier.  Now I wonder what God will show me next.  Twenty years from now what will I wish I had learned earlier?  I think it might be that I wish I would learn how to trust God bigger than I do now.  Maybe I will say, “I wish I had held God to His word and believed He would come through for me.”  

We are each on this journey; learning and growing in the Lord.  We just need to keep taking the next step.  If you have not yet become a giver, do it today.  Stop robbing yourself of God’s bounty.  Jesus didn’t tell us to give because he needs something.  He is trying to get resources into our hands.  By our measure of giving, Jesus said, it will be given to us.  How would you describe your giving?  Is that the word that you want describing what comes in to you?  Don’t give in to fear.  Have the courage of heart to sow.  Then watch your harvest increase.

1962. Monday, February 23, 2015

Overseeing in Christ

(from July 25, 2007)
Titus 1: 7
Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he must be blameless - not overbearing, not quick tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain.

This is Paul's message to Titus regarding the selection of elders for the church.  We should all be pursuing spiritual maturity and this is a good measure of what it looks like.  One might expect a spiritually mature person to have overcome any tendency toward drunkenness and we would expect that person not to attempt gain by deceitful or dishonest means.  Certainly a spiritually mature person should not be a person of violence.  Would we, though, have thought to include a quick temper and an overbearing manner to the list of characteristics that a spiritually mature person is not?  

Webster’s defines overbear as: to dominate, domineer over, overrule, or subdue; and overbearing as: acting in a dictatorial manner; arrogant; domineering, overriding.  When we think we have the answers or God has shown us something that has helped us to mature we sometimes begin to shove those answers down other people’s throats.  We sometimes try to overrule or subdue others thoughts or feelings.  I doubt any of us wishes to be described using any of the terms above.

That is not God’s way.  He was patient with us; let us, then be patient with others.  Besides, our answers are not always their answers.  If we are truly mature in Christ, then we can fully trust the Lord, even to helping others find their way.   

1963. Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Free Indeed

(From March 30, 2007)

John 8:36
If therefore, the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.

This is Jesus speaking here.  He was speaking to a group of Jews.  They had previously said to Jesus that they were of Abraham and had never been enslaved.  So why did Jesus respond with our passage for today?  Apparently he was speaking of a different kind of bondage.
The question, then, is what are you a slave to?  Is there anything that keeps you under its control?  Is there anything that exercises dominion over you?  Are you a slave to your work, to a habit, to fear, memories, guilt?  Let us each throw off the shackles that have bound us.  Jesus' has broken through our prisons and has set the captives free.  "It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery."  Galatians 5:1.

1964. Wednesday, February 25, 2015

Waiting to Fly

Isaiah 40: 31

Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.

I have been learning a lot about this verse recently and I discovered that I had no idea as to its real meaning.  We all want the result that this verse promises.  Some people think this is just poetic language with no real meaning.  Well, they would be wrong.  This is an actual promise from God that you can begin living today.

It took a bible teacher to unveil what this verse really stands for.  Dr. James B. Richards of Impact Ministries reveals that the word that we translate into the English word “wait” has a much richer meaning in Hebrew.  The Hebrew word used in this verse is qavah.  It does not mean to sit around on your hands waiting for God to do something; far from it.  In fact, the NIV Bible translates this word as hope.  Both of them are right but each is only a nuance of the fullness of the Hebrew meaning.  Dr. Richards explains that the most illustrative rendering of this word would be to intertwine.  And now following his cue and doing my own brief study on the word I can concur.  One of my sources says “to bind together by twisting.”  Doesn’t that sound like intertwining?  The word also expresses expectancy and looking patiently.  We wait not because we are waiting on God or that He is tardy but rather that we are expecting something to happen.  We have a hope, a joyful expectation that God is on the scene and about to show Himself.

There is also, within this word, a sense of unity; getting together, binding together.  Think of it as harmonizing.  It is getting together in one accord.  We are one, we harmonize.  We are of one mind, one voice.  It is to bring into unity, oneness.

I would also interject into this verse and this word the sense of stillness from Psalm 46: 10 where God tells us to “Be still and know that I am God.”  The New American Standard Bible reads, “Cease striving and know that I am God.”  In other words, when we cease striving in our own strength, when we still our hearts and minds for a moment, then we can experience God and His strength.  Then we can be united with Him, intertwined around Him.  When our lives become intertwined with God, when we stop running off half-cocked, then we can actually experience what is promised in today’s verse.  We will, “gain new strength; ... mount up with wings like eagles ... run and not get tired ... walk and not become weary.”  This isn’t a metaphor.  This is God.  When we bind ourselves together with God, entwine ourselves with Him, wait in expectation of the good that He is, when we bind ourselves with Him in harmonious unity of heart and mind, then we will have a real experience of His strength.  

We can run around in our own strength going places God isn’t even leading us and completely wear ourselves out.  It is so like listening to an orchestra where one person is out of tune.  Your whole day is loud with the cacophony of discord.  Instead, we can start each day listening for the sweet sound of His voice singing in our hearts and join our voices to His.  We allow Him to sing the lead and we set ourselves in harmony with Him.  When we do this we really do enjoy the power of His might.  We get more done, with less time and effort.  He has ways that we may not yet understand but this I know, His answers and His blessings flow to us when we are intertwined around and with Him.  We enjoy life.  We breathe more easily.  Everything is better.  

Dad is waiting for you to come connect with Him this day.  He has been waiting on us for years.  Before you run out of the house, wait a moment.  Take a deep breath and join yourself with the Father.  Get in harmony.  I think you will find your days much more melodious and smooth.

1965. Thursday, February 26, 2014

Powered by Quiet

Isaiah 30: 15

In quietness and trust is your strength.

How is that for a counter-cultural statement?  I don’t think many of us associate strength with quiet?  I think we connect strength with activity and energy.  Walking with God requires us to learn an entirely new model.  In the quiet, contemplative moments is where we actually find our strength.  It is there that we forge the bond of trust.

Probably most of learned that when a problem presented itself it demands that we “do” something.  And for many of us I don’t think that meant to go to a quiet place and meditate.  No, we are doers.  We apply action to problems.  I cannot even count the number of times I have inquired of God, “What do you want me to do?”  “Nothing,” He says to me.  Are you kidding?  Do nothing?  That is not the way we are programmed but I am learning that God knows what He is talking about.  I am most effective when I slow down and pray.  I want to do something active to confront an issue but God is teaching me that the power is in the stillness.  He has legions of angels poised to handle problems and frankly, they are much more capable than I.  What I have, though, the thing which distinguishes me, is prayer.  If I can be disciplined enough to quiet my heart and calm my mind then Father God will show me the way.  In that stillness are answers.  Not only that, but there is also encouragement and strengthening through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

If we will retreat into our prayer closet when confronted by a problem then our dear Father will meet us there and will subsequently meet our need.  When we open our heart and our ears He is faithful to pour Himself into us.  And when you have been touched and filled by the Father don’t you think you will have the courage to trust and find great strength?  If you need strength it is found in the quiet attentiveness given to the Holy Spirit.  Settle yourself and seek God’s face.  Look to Him with your inner being in the calm assurance of His love.   Love never fails but it can be difficult to touch when you are in an energetic rampage.  Calm down, settle yourself.  In the quiet of your heart your strength will be renewed.
1966. Friday, February 27, 2015

Hearing Aide

Romans 10: 17 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

Faith is an important trait for every Christian.  In fact, without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11: 6).  That is a weighty statement.  So, if it is important, even vital for us to have faith then you would expect the Father to provide a means by which we can obtain this mandatory commodity.  Enter Romans 10: 17.  Here God is teaching us how to get faith. 

Apparently faith comes from hearing.  Okay, from hearing what?  Many people teach that faith comes by hearing the Word of God or the Word of Christ.  Absolutely there is interconnectedness between the Word of God and faith.  However, there is an intermediary as this verse indicates.  How do we recognize the truth of this?  It is in the text of the verse.  Think of it this way.  If you wanted to convey that faith comes from hearing the Word, you would say exactly that but that is not what Paul wrote.  He said faith comes from hearing, and then he said that hearing comes by the word of Christ.  There are two steps here.  So let’s take just the first phrase first and figure out what this hearing is that creates faith in us.

What I believe Paul is trying to convey to us is that faith comes through communing with God in our spirits.  That takes no great logic leap.  So, faith comes when we hear God speaking in our spirits.  Let’s say that you have a financial need and during your quiet time with God you hear His leading or perhaps He shows you a scripture that pertains to finances.  What happens to your faith?  It skyrockets, right?  Any time you hear God in your spirit or He speaks through scripture it brings great encouragement and renewed belief.  That is what I believe Paul is trying to convey to us.  It is not all that different from Isaiah 40: 31 which we looked at earlier in the week, which told us to be intertwined with God and we would soar on wings like eagles.  When you hang out with God your faith just soars.  It happens.

“But,” you say, “I don’t hear that well.”  Right; God thought of that.  Paul wrote, “[H]earing comes by the word of Christ.”  If you have a Bible with references and look at the note for this phrase it will tell you that a closer translation is “hearing comes by the word concerning Christ.”  What is the difference?  It all has to do with John 14: 6, “Jesus said ..., ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through me.’”  The way to the Father is through Jesus.  So, for us that means that the way for us to improve our ability to connect with the Father is through Jesus.  We wish to hear God better so it is not only through the Word of God but also through the person of Jesus Christ that we can do that.  Don’t miss hear me though.  You cannot separate Jesus from his word.  That is why the rendering that we gain faith through the word is not inaccurate.  It is just incomplete.  It is not through studying the Bible that we improve our relationship with the Father or our ability to hear Him but rather through the person of Jesus.  Jesus leads us to the Father.  His mission on earth was to reveal the Father to us and provide a way for us to be reconciled with Him. Therefore, when we need revelation or when we simply need a touch from the Father we go to Him through the person of Jesus.  Jesus is our mediator.  He has provided us with the means to connect with the Father in a deep way.  Whatever we need, Jesus can lead us and teach us.  

The bottom line is that in order to have faith, you need to hear the voice of God.  If you cannot hear the voice of God or your hearing just needs improving, Jesus is there to help you.  The good news about what Jesus has done for us is the catapult to deep fellowship with him and with the Father because Jesus always points to the Father.  If you look at Jesus’ earthly ministry you will see that is true.  So, this is how I would restate today’s verse in order to make it more clear, “Faith comes from hearing God’s voice, and the ability to hear God’s voice comes through Jesus.”  The good news about who Jesus is and what he has accomplished is an engraved invitation to the throne room of God where you can be very relaxed in the presence of your father.  Good ears come through the good news and the good news is “the word concerning Christ.”  Jesus is the way.  His role as our high priest and as our mediator is to lead us into the Father’s presence so that we can easily hear the voice of our beloved Father.  Fix your eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of your faith (Hebrews 12: 2) and tune your ears to God expecting to hear Him speak to you.  Then your faith shall rise as upon eagles’ wings.  

1967. Monday, March 2, 2015

Holy Helpers

Hebrews 1: 4 

NIV

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?

I have been trying to learn something about angels.  Charity Kayembe wrote a nice piece on angels that stimulated me to thinking about them.  You can find her angel article at www.cwgministries.org.

After Jesus was tested by Satan the text reads, “Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him” (Matthew 4: 11).  Isn’t that interesting?  It seems that one of the jobs of angels is to minister to the children of God.  To minister to means to attend to the needs or wants of another.  The angels are sent to attend to our needs and wants.  This definition begins to describe their role for me.  Until now, though, I have largely ignored their role and I believe that to be error.  Angels are sent into the earth to help us.  We don’t pray to them.  We only pray to the Father in Jesus’ name but that is not to say that we can’t talk to them.  I usually pray to the Father about them.  I ask Him to station His angels around my property and to guard me while I travel.  You can do the same thing.

Another thing to note is that angels are not little babies.  They are big dudes!  How would a little baby minister to your needs?  I need strong warriors not infants and that is exactly what God sends.  Look at this description of angels from Psalm 103: 20, “Bless the Lord, you His angels, mighty in strength, which perform His word, obeying the voice of His word!”  They are mighty in strength!  Hallelujah!  When the Roman guard went to arrest Jesus, Peter drew his sword and hacked off the ear of one of the Roman soldiers.  Jesus told him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword.  Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew 26: 52 – 53).  He certainly was not imagining the Father sending 72,000 babies and I quite imagine that the idea of a pack of cherubs would not have comforted Peter and the disciples.  

We need to get an accurate portrayal in our minds and spirits of these ministering spirits.  They are powerful and they are sent to help us.  But there is another key which if find in Psalm 103: 20.  Did you notice the phrase, “obeying His word”?  This is an extremely important and potent phrase and if we understand it we can really loose some power on our behalf.  It means that the angels, those big dudes who are mighty in strength, hearken to the word.  Selah!  Let’s stop and ponder that thought.  Can you see all of scripture and the hundreds of devotionals you’ve read in your life all coming together in that one simple phrase?  There is a powerful reason why ministers of the gospel have been teaching us to meditate in the Word and to follow that up by speaking the Word.  Every time you speak the Word over a situation angels hearken to it.  They are attracted to the Word of God.  In fact, they love the Word of God because they have a revelation about it.  Conversely, notice that the scriptures do not say that the angels hearken to our whining and crying.  We can moan and groan until the cows come home but it will do us no good.  The angels are warriors who fight on our behalf but they need their marching orders.  It is the Word of God which empowers and directs their actions.  God said, “I am watching over My word to perform it” (Jeremiah 1: 12).  When we speak His Word it releases His angels into our situation.  I believe if we can receive even a small understanding of this dynamic it will change our lives and habits.  

The Word is the sword of the spirit and the angels are spiritual warriors.  They are ministers sent to attend to the needs and wants of the children.  When you speak God’s Word you give them something to work with.  Get to know your angels and start expecting them to help you.  And every time you read your Bible just think that you are arming yourself with might and power.  Then speak that Word into your life and allow God’s ministering spirits to move mountains for you.

1968. Tuesday, March 3, 2015

Body Guards

Psalm 91: 11

For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.

After yesterday’s devotional I just couldn’t stop myself from sending this verse today.  It will be very familiar to many of you but familiarity does not weaken its message nor diminish its ability to be a blessing.  
You didn’t know you were important enough to have body guards, did you?  Well, God thinks you are a VIP.  When Father created humanity, the earth and everything in it He had a clear idea of the complete dynamic between heaven and earth.  He prepared everything for us foreseeing our every need.  Angels are part of that master plan to care for us.  Today’s verse should offer you great comfort.  Not only has our Father given us angels to guard and keep us, but it also shows that our Father is mindful of our needs and our protection.  I find that encouraging.  If you have not read the entire 91st Psalm recently, then you might appreciate reading it again.  This is the day to receive its reassurance.

Father God is ever mindful of your every need.  There is nothing that you can imagine that He has not already considered.  He also knows the pitfalls that seek to ensnare you.  Therefore, He longs to guide your every step.  However, we do not always listen very well so He has a backup plan, His angels.  If you look back upon your life you will probably see angels’ fingerprints.  You may say that you are lucky to still be alive considering some of your exploits.  Thank God and thank your angels.  They are standing by you to help you.  Now you are learning how to empower them instead of tying their hands.  This is going to be a good partnership.
1969. Wednesday, March 4, 2015

Desert or Oasis

Numbers 14: 22
Surely all the men who ... have not listened to My voice shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers.

This verse is taken from a piece of a conversation between God and Moses.  I have to stop right here in awe of dialoguing with God.  That should be a goal for us all and what a privilege it is to get to sit in on this conversation.  Anyway, they are discussing the people that God freed from Egyptian slavery and subsequently led to the Promised Land.  

The end of the story is that these people did not get to enter the Promised Land even after travelling for years to reach it.  What is going on here?  The long and short of it is that you can only enter the land of promise by faith.  The reason they didn’t get to go in is because of doubt, they did not listen to God’s voice.  We run the same risk when we don’t turn our ears to hearing the voice of the Lord.

Let’s begin simply.  The easiest way to hear God speak is simply to pick up the Bible and read it. If a person is unwilling to do that then there is very little any minister or even God Himself can do for them.  They are going to die in the desert with their testimony of doubt.  Everyone can hear God speaking to them because He has written it down.  Let’s keep it simple here.  Pick up the book.  Read it.  No excuses.

We love to look down our noses at the Israelites but many times we are their modern day equivalents.  We think, “If I had been there I would have been different.”  Well, we are there.  Many of us are still wandering around in the desert despite the voices calling out to us.  Additionally, consider that they did not have a Bible. Okay, they had a cloud and that is cool but you don’t have to go outside and see if the cloud is still there.  You can pick up your Bible and have God speak to you any time you wish.  It’s like having a tape recorder with God on it so that all you have to do is press “play” and God begins speaking to you.  Wow!

Doesn’t it strike you that these folks followed God around for forty years and yet did not get to enter into the Promised Land?  It grieves my heart for them.  But then it grieves my heart tremendously today when I see so many people rob themselves of the promises of God.  Do you know why the Israelites took 40 years to make an 11 day trip?  The answer is exactly the same as to the question, “Why is Jesus taking so long to come back.”  He sees us wandering around in doubt and unbelief and he knows if we are confronted with the promise we will not be able to enter in because of our unbelief.  God did not take the Israelites the most direct route because of the littleness of their faith.  He knew that would fall immediately.  So He led them around in the desert; feeding them manna from heaven, water from rocks, meeting their every need and answering their every complaint.  He went before them in the cloud by day and the pillar of fire at night, His very presence with them at all times. He showed them miracle upon miracle trying to build their faith.  However, when they reached the goal and surveyed the land of promise their report was full of doubt.  Love couldn’t let them go in because they would have destroyed themselves.  So, God had to wait to raise up another generation, a generation that could go forth in faith and take possession of the land which God had already given them.

Let the report about our generation be different.  Let us end the desert years and go boldly into the Promised Land.  There is so much the Father has for us if we can but listen to Him and do what He says.  We all need to hear the voice of God and that is available to each of us but the Israelites did not fail to enter in because they did not hear the voice of God.  They failed because they did not listen to God.  They didn’t attend to His word.  It really is that simple.  They didn’t give it the proper weight in their lives and they did not act according to the Word of God.  We can be different.  With just a little effort and faith as small as a mustard seed we revolutionize our experience and our environment.  We can be the generation that believed.  Read the Word, listen to what God is saying to us and be a believer.
1970. Thursday, March 5, 2015

Counseled to Succeed

Psalm 1: 1a
How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked.

Do you want to be blessed?  Then take your guidance from Godly people.  Additionally, make sure you are praying for the people from who you receive counsel.  

There are a couple of insightful maxims I have picked up recently.  Some, perhaps, I have known for awhile but there are levels of knowing but only the level where you consistently apply knowledge is fruitful.  So, maybe you have heard some of this before too but this may be the time when it sinks in at a deeper level.

First of all, don’t receive your counsel from someone who is living on their own preaching.  What do I mean by that?  I have watched ministers and you can predict their fall so easily when they begin to live off of their own preaching.  They rely solely on their own wisdom and revelation.  That is doom.  As soon as we stop receiving counsel from those who are ahead of us on the journey we are destined for the fall.  When preachers stop listening to other ministers’ teachings it is only a short time before their own ministry will begin to fail.  In real life this means when any of us relies on our own wisdom rather than continuing to be fed by and counseled by those who can instruct us we will begin to falter.

Secondly, do business with Godly people, people who can and do hear the voice of God.  I would rather do business with a saint who can hear God’s voice and is sensitive to His leading than a saint who is folded in on himself or is just unable to be led by God.  He may be a wonderful person but I want a wonderful person who is being led by God.  You should expect the same.  Then, as soon as you begin doing business with someone begin to pray for them daily.  Ask God to bless them, keep them and to lead them in all they do.  Anoint that relationship with prayer.  And I would go a step further.  Direct them to the 4 Keys to Hearing God’s Voice which is resourced at www.cwgministries.org.  Be a blessing to folks.  What if we were all hearing God’s voice everyday?  Don’t you think things would begin to get easier?  And make sure that you avail yourself of all of the resources available at Communing with God Ministries.

Last, this verse and commentary assume that you are receiving counsel.  If not, find someone you can receive counsel from.  I know it is not always easy but if you don’t have the answer and yet rely solely on yourself for the answers isn’t that the same as the blind leading the blind?  At the very minimum there is a ton of free Biblical teaching available on the web.  You may be amazed at how much there is.  You can have a different preacher speak into your life everyday of the week.  Use those teachings to guide you while you seek a personal counselor or advisor.  And just a hint: if a preacher ruffles your feathers a little, you have probably found the right person.  You are being challenged, that’s all and that is what we want.

1971. Friday, March 6, 2015

Driving on Empty

Ephesians 3: 8
God’s Word Translation

I am the least of all God’s people. Yet, God showed me his kindness by allowing me to spread the Good News of the immeasurable wealth of Christ to people who are not Jewish.

I have now taken this title from Paul, being the least of God’s people.  Yet it is to your advantage that I am so flawed because in my weakness, God shows His strength and He then passes on the lesson through my experience so that you won’t make all of the mistakes that I do and have.

Recently you were with me as I learned to allow God to be the master of my calendar, schedule and appointments rather than allowing my schedule and obligations to rule me.  He taught me to begin my day turning my face to Him and connecting with Him in my heart the very first thing.  So I began giving my day and my schedule to the Lord before I even picked up my devotionals.  Wow!  What freedom that granted me and I found that I was getting everything done when I began it in this grace that He has given.

However, before many weeks passed I found myself in a new struggle of my creation.  I am trying to lose weight, improve my diet and my health for the long haul.  I have a coach who is helping me and together she and I set some objectives.  Everything clicked along fine for about 4 weeks.  It wasn’t perfect, of course, but there were changes taking place, improvements made and that was the main thing.  Then all of a sudden I hit a wall and while I mean that metaphorically I will also say that I felt this wall.  All of a sudden I was completely run down and spent.  Monday’s exercise that week was challenging though I had done tougher workouts in previous weeks.  My eating habits began to deteriorate and my body began to hurt.  Every old sports injury reared its ugly head to torment me.  It was a bad week.  I just couldn’t seem to do anything right and I did not have the strength inside me to fight back.  I was bankrupt physically, mental and emotionally.

It took me a couple of days to sort out what had gone so wrong but finally the light bulb came on.  Although I had prayed about this project, I was really proceeding through it in my own strength.  Well, my strength gave out.  Thank God for weakness because that is when He came in.  Finally I was in a place to hear Him.  Once my tank was empty I listened to Him and He gave me plenty of guidance.  Immediately things began to improve and I really do mean immediately.  The old injuries began to recede back into the past where they belong.  My eating habits improved without any real effort on my part and my exercise changed abruptly.  I had more strength in my body and just “knew” the right things to do.  

If we would begin every project by giving it over to God and letting Him be the project manager then we would find life so much easier.  One of the interesting lessons in here is that simply praying about a matter is so not the same as giving Him control.  I don’t just want to ask for His help.  I want to do it with Him, through Him.  Philippians 4: 13 says, “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”  Interestingly enough it does not read, “I can do all things once I have prayed about them.”  We need to learn to yield the whole project to His guidance and strength.  Then we shall have good success.
1972. Monday, March 9, 2015

Woods Afire

Exodus 3: 1 – 4

Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father–in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.  So Moses said, “I must turn aside now, and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.”  When the Lord saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush, and said, “Moses, Moses!”  And he said, “Here I am.”

Moses is one of the great heroes of the Bible but how close did he come to being just another person in the parade of folks who keep walking when God calls out to them?  

There are many great people from the past who walked and talked with God.  Sometimes, though, I wonder about the people we never hear about.  What if Moses had seen the burning bush but not turned aside to go look at it?  I can well imagine someone seeing a fire and the reaction of their soul is to run away.  When Moses turned aside and went towards the burning bush God Himself came down and spoke with him.  How many would be heroes have kept walking when God called out to them?  Moses could have said to himself, “I have all these sheep to tend, I can’t wander around looking at curiosities.”  He could have responded in fear and fled.  “When the Lord saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush.”  Don’t you wonder how many people just walked on by?

Abraham is another of our Old Testament favorites, the Father of Faith yet did you know that Abraham’s father, Terah, actually was the one who first started out for Canaan?  Unfortunately, Terah got only as far as Haran and then he got comfortable and stopped.  So God called out to Abram (Abraham) and said, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you” (Genesis 12: 1).  We don’t know Terah’s whole story and I think the reason why is because he stopped.  Had he continued on to Canaan we might be calling him the Father of Faith.  For all we know, God called Terah out to go to Canaan, that is the way it appears anyway but along the way he found a nice, comfortable spot and he set up camp even though the scripture says that he left intending to go to Canaan.

The moral of the story is, turn aside when God speaks to you.  I very much doubt that one of the bushes in your front yard is going to burst into flame so you are going to have to listen a bit more closely.  By all means, though, if you see a burning bush, go up to it and inquire if it is God.  Let’s be looking for God.  Let’s be expecting God to speak to us.  

I love Moses’ response.  “Here I am,” said he, but I wonder how many times God called him before He finally got Moses’ attention.  Don’t make God set the woods on fire before you answer His call.  He generally speaks in quiet, gentlemanly tones.  I guess Moses couldn’t hear Him over all the bleating of the sheep.  Look to God with the eyes of expectation and open your ears to His voice.  Then when He speaks to you quickly answer, “Here I am.”

1973. Tuesday, March 10, 2015

The Original Premise

Psalm 103: 8

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.

This is a song written by David.  David was (and is) a friend of God.  He walked and talked with God and because of that he knew Him better than most people.  David certainly put God to the test but he also learned to trust God for his every need.  The importance of this is that we can feel assured that David is a very good candidate to speak about the nature of God.  He experienced God’s forgiveness even before Jesus paid for the sin of the world.  He witnessed God’s strength and power.  When it comes to describing God, though, David leads off with compassion.  Jesus was compassionate.  There are no less than thirteen places in the gospels where Jesus either teaches about compassion or is moved by it.

What does this really mean to our lives though?  The bottom line is that God is love.  His way of interacting with the world and with each of us is through love.  It’s who He is.  As you listen to church people you sometimes hear discussion of a wrathful God or a vengeful God.  However, when He is discussed by the people that have known Him best, like Jesus and David, He is always described in terms of love.  That is God’s essential nature.  He abounds in lovingkindness and is slow to anger.  What we sometimes do, though, is to super-impose our scar tissue onto Him.  When we believe ourselves to be vile creatures then we create an image of God that is angry and prosecutorial.  In contrast, when we are able to look at God outside of our own filters and lenses then we see Him as He is, loving and kind.  And believe me, when a person begins to see the Lord, our God and Father, by His true nature, all things in that person’s life change.  A critical nature can change in a moment.  A harsh person may put on the robes of graciousness.  One who is selfish and self-centered can at once become a person who puts the needs of others first.  

This is our first and foremost meditation that we ruminate on the goodness and kindness of God; our prayer - that we may know the love of God.  This is the first issue.  Once we come to an understanding in our hearts, rather than our minds, that God not only is love but that He loves us individually, then truly all things do become possible.  One can never understand the Bible if they do not first understand the original premise of the book – that God is love.  It is, therefore, imperative that the Bible teachers to whom you subscribe have an integrated understanding of this first principle.  If they do not, their teaching will be skewed.

Grab this concept with both hands.  Make it your own.  It is the only rightful foundation for a relationship with the Father.  Anything else will cause you to misfire.  Our God is love and it is with love that He communes with us.  I pray, let His love saturate your being, may it be absorbed by every cell of your body.  Amen.
1974. Wednesday, March 11, 2015

Speaker of the House

Matthew 10: 19 – 20

Do not be anxious about how or what you will speak; for it shall be given you in that hour what you are to speak, for it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.

Wow, just wow!  Our Father will speak through us.  I really, really need that.  Honestly, though, this scripture has been highlighted in my Bible for a long time.  As a practicing attorney I relied on it often, not only in the court room but in mediation and in negotiations.  I always drew strength from this promise from Jesus and it certainly does not hurt that these are some of the red letter words even though the entire Bible is Jesus speaking.  Now that I am a full time minister I feel even more awed by the potential of the words that come out of my mouth.  I need, more than ever, to have Father God speaking through me rather than me speaking out of my knowledge.

Whatever you do you can hold this same promise over your words.  If you are a parent, you probably need this word even more than I because that is such a big job.  Every word we say can be a release of the Holy Spirit within us if we will give the Father that much leeway in our lives.  And don’t you love that you do not need to be anxious over what you will say?  How many times have you been in a situation where you were nervous about what you would say?  Think about interviews alone.  

One of the things I used to do was rehearse what I thought I would say in a given situation.  I would play the scenario over and over in my head.  I am learning now to just say a prayer about it and then let it go.  I cannot tell you the number of times that Dad has spoken through His Spirit within me to give people the right words at the right time.  Sometimes, many times, it doesn’t even feel like God is doing what Jesus promised but at the end people will tell me that it was what they needed to hear.  He is so good and so faithful.  It has happened enough now that I can usually relax and expect Him to say the words that need saying.  

No matter who you are or what you do in a day, I know there are times when you too need God’s help in speaking to a situation.  No matter how small the matter may seem to us, God is ready to help us with the right words.  Jesus promised it so I have chosen to believe it and act on it.  Therein lies the secret and it works.  Give Him your mouth and He will do good things with it.  

1975. Thursday, March 12, 2015

One Touch

Matthew 9: 31

They went out, and spread the news about Him in all that land.

Do you want to know how to evangelize the world?  Here is an evangelism revelation.  There were two guys in this story who spread the word about Jesus throughout the whole land.  Were these just two of the best evangelists ever or is there something else going on here?  And most importantly, what can we learn from their story?

The backstory is that two blind men pursued Jesus and healing.  When Jesus asked them if they believed he was able to restore their sight they answered, “Yes, Lord” (v. 28).  Jesus then touched their eyes and said, “Be it done to you according to your faith,” and the men’s sight was restored (v. 29 – 30).  Clearly there is a faith message there but we also see in this example of Jesus’ ministry how we can spread the good news about the Kingdom of God – heal a few people.

What?  Me?  Well, isn’t that the ministry Jesus has left us with?  Look at Ephesians 4 with me, “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service to the building up of the body of Christ” (v. 11 – 12, emphasis added).  God has established these ministry positions in order to equip the rest of us for the work of Christ.  We, the body, carry out the divine commission.  Jesus has also empowered us for this service.  “And having summoned His twelve disciples, He gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness, “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons” (Matthew 10: 1, 8).  The only question we have to answer is, “Am I a disciple of Christ” because all who are Christ’s disciples are anointed with his authority.  

God gave Jesus the power to heal and Jesus gave it to us.  “So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20: 21).  As we see from the experience of the two blind men, one touch from God will change a person forever.  They become the voice heard in the desert.  The steps to world evangelism are first that we must allow Jesus to touch us, and I mean really touch us.  It is his ministrations to our heart and receiving our own miracles that make his word like a fire brand in our mouths.  We need to seek that personal touch and live in it.  Then we extend his grace to others.  We lay hands on the sick and they recover, not because of our faith, not because of our healing anointing but rather by the blessing of the Lord.  Jesus said, “The Father abiding in Me does His works” (John 14: 10).  So, we need not have performance pressure.  It is Jesus within me who does the works and whoever Jesus touches will want to tell the world.

1976. Friday, March 13, 2015

I Know Where You’ve Been

Acts 4: 13

Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John, and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were marveling, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.  

Now how would you like this to be the testimony that people speak about you?  This is what I would like my testimony to be, that people can tell that I have been with Jesus.  Oh Glory!

I read a book a couple of years ago which I cannot place my hands on now in order to tell you the title but I recall reading about some of the great saints of early American history.  What made such an impression on me was that people could see with their own eyes that these people had been with God.  It was remarked about one man that when he left his room of prayer there was a perceptible glow about him.

The presence of God lingers on us.  As we spend intimate time with Him we are changed.  We become increasingly like Him.  Our thoughts change, our words change.  His anointing resides with us as we abide in Christ and it shows.  People may not always know what they perceive but they will know there is something about you.

I believe we are entering the days when people will marvel and recognize us as having been with Jesus.  My reaction when I read that book was to spend more time in prayer.  However, just because I was spending a chunk of time “in prayer” does not likewise mean that I was spending time with Jesus.  I was still works oriented, i.e. “If I spend more time in prayer I will have more of Jesus.”  What I have since discovered is that if I give more of myself to Jesus then I will have more of Him.  It is the integration of my spirit with His that is increasingly helping me to know Him better and thus reflect Him better.  I am not saying that I have laid hold of it yet but I am learning that this time of intimacy with the Lord marks me.  I am different when I have spent quality time with Him and when I haven’t the old Ivey begins to arise from the dust and ashes.  I find myself less tolerant and less forgiving and the razor tongue comes back.  You wouldn’t look at that person and see Jesus but as we let ourselves relax into His embrace, into His presence then we take on His grace and it shows.  

I realize that people who are afraid of intimacy have trouble here but Jesus is the man who can help.  He knows all there is about being tough and tender and believe it or not, he really makes it okay to open your heart.  He will take you into a quiet, private, safe place; in fact, you can determine the place for yourself if you want.  That is what I had to do in the beginning.  I actually put God across a conference room table from me at one time.  The key is in you being comfortable and that is what the Lord wants.  He will meet you at your point of need.  Just begin the dialogue.  Tell Him that you want people to see Him on you when you leave His presence.  Invite Him into the space you design and let Him speak to your needs.  He is a loving Father who wants to pour Himself out to you.

We are the people; we are the generation that can walk in this grace.  We have only to embrace the idea and then Father will cause it to happen.  He desires for this to be the testimony of each and every one of us.  You can have this report about you that people recognize that you have been with Jesus.  What a glorious report!

1977. Monday, March 16, 2015

Perfect Faith

Hebrews 12:2

Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith.

There is much talk and teaching about faith.  Jesus talked about it a lot.  One reason there is so much discussion about faith is because without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11: 6).  Another reason, I believe, is because it can be a hard concept to really get your hands on.  

Once we accept that we are to live by faith, the question becomes, “Just how do we do that?”  You have, I am sure, heard sermons on how to increase your faith, how to walk in faith, and about every other facet of faith.  As I read this verse recently, though, I saw it and faith in a whole new light.  If Jesus is the author of faith and if he is the perfecter of faith then what am I so worried about?  I came away with the perception that my faith is perfect now.  I don’t have to work it up.  I just turn to the master and he authors my faith.  Sounds simple doesn’t it, easy even.  And you know, maybe it is.  I am finding that we complicate so many of the spiritual principles.  When we take the Bible at face value and don’t try to twist it into something complex then it seems everything comes together for us.  In this case, the case of faith, why am I trying to massage my faith into something functional if Jesus authored it in the first place?  I mean, what can I do to improve upon something that Jesus has authored?   And, if he perfected it then why does my faith need any help at all?  No, the secret here seems to be in turning to the author for his insights.  I can just see Jesus on a book signing tour being interviewed about this great book he has written.  Perhaps one interviewer really digs into the chapter on faith.  Well, who better to answer those questions than the author of the book?

So, here is my point.  Perhaps faith doesn’t have to be so difficult to understand afterall.  We have the author living within us.  He has already created a perfect work within us.  Just turn to him and allow him to show you how to operate that which is already perfect.  Don’t worry any longer about making your faith something viable.  That is not your job.  Just let the master walk you through applying it.  You don’t need any more of it than you have right now either.  Jesus said a mustard seed’s worth is all you need and you’ve got that because he gave it to you.  Relax and let Jesus be the author and perfecter of your faith.

1978. Tuesday, March 17, 2015
Knowing God’s Will


Colossians 1: 9

Be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.

Don’t you suspect that if you were filled with the knowledge of God’s will for your life, for today, that life would be easier?  What if you were filled with the knowledge of God’s will for those things beyond your immediate life?  Now that is what I call perspective.

Let’s think about this for a moment.  This was Paul’s prayer for the believers in Colossae.  We know about Paul’s close walk with the Lord so I have to think that Jesus routinely guided Paul’s prayers.  I would think this was especially true when he prayed for the saints.  Moreover, wouldn’t we expect that the Holy Spirit guided Paul when he wrote the letters to the churches?  2 Timothy 3: 16 tells us that all scripture is inspired by God.  So what is my point?  My point is that this prayer and its inclusion in the scriptures was inspired by God for us today and furthermore, that God would not have inspired this prayer for us unless it was possible for us to receive and be filled with the knowledge of His will.  However, as big a revelation as that may be that is only a portion of it.  Paul prayed, or perhaps God intoned, that this knowledge of God’s will would be accompanied by all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  That is hard to wrap your mind around.  Since Paul prayed it and since God inspired it then receiving the idea and concept as well as the actual infilling is exactly what we are meant to do.

It is easy to read this verse or today’s devotional and blow right on by.  I am hoping, however, that you will stop and think about it for a few moments.  Do you agree that yes, this is the inspired Word of God but think that this passage was not meant for you?  Perhaps this passage is meant for the really spiritually mature or perhaps this is for pastors.  Well, let’s see to whom the letter is addressed.  In verse 2 Paul writes, “... to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae.”  Those are just regular folks then.  Just believers like you and me. 

I wish for you, each of you, to receive into your spirit that Father God is speaking to you today.  You may think that you are the least in the Kingdom of God, and maybe you are, but even still, God wants to reveal His will to you.  No, actually that is too weak.  The truth is that he wants to fill you with the knowledge of His will and He wishes to do it with all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  You, the least in the Kingdom, have this awesome initiative from God.  So, this is for whomever will receive.  You do not have to be someone special.  You do not have to be in a full-time ministry position.  This promise of God, for that is what it is, is for whomever.  Just tell the Father that you are a “whomever” and you wish to be filled.  
1979. Wednesday, March 18, 2015

Humpty Dumpty

Isaiah 54: 17

No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn.

This passage always reminds me of my former pastor.  Some years ago when I was being challenged on almost every front he reminded me of this verse during a telephone conversation.  Sure, I knew this verse before then or I should say, I knew of it but after we hung up I got out my Bible and read it anew.  Something went off in me that day and I gained an entirely new perspective on my situation.  I saw the verse perhaps for the first time and it changed my experience.  From that time the parade of challenges began to recede.  I got a revelation that I did not have to be trod upon by every wind of misfortune.  I had something to say in these situations and even more importantly, my Father had already spoken.  Nothing has authoritative power over us except the authority we give it and I chose to take back my power.

Jesus has already conquered every challenge, demon and obstacle.  He has already won!  He defeated every single weapon the devil had.  The thing I so love about the prophet Isaiah is that he had such clear vision of the coming Messiah.  He understood that no weapon formed against us could prosper because he knew that all authority in heaven and earth was given to the son.  Father is our refuge but Jesus is our defender.  He is our advocate and he will reveal the truth about those who accuse us.  When someone speaks ill of you, back bites you or condemns you they have just signed their own prosecution.  Since I have come to understand this verse I actually sometimes feel sorry for people who say bad things about me because I know what is coming.  The conclusion is already written in the physical and spiritual laws of the universe.  They are like Humpty Dumpty who had a great fall.  You can see it coming; you can hear the plop as they hit the pavement.  Dad doesn’t even have to do anything.  It is already pre-programed.  Any weapon that is formed against you, that is pointed at you will back fire.  It is going to blow up in the enemy’s face.  You’ve just gotta feel sorry for the fools sometimes.  Well, we can pray that they get a clue and step into the grace that Father has prepared for us all.

So, if someone has a bazooka leveled at you right now, just grin.  Get out your book of Isaiah and read to them.  Carry your 3 X 5 card with you so that you can deflect those shells all day long.  They have no power over you.  You have already won.  Now that is what I call Good News!

1980. Thursday, March 19, 2015

The Age of the Spirit

John 14: 26

But the helper, the Holy Spirit ..., he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

Throughout history God has been with humanity in one form or another.  During Old Testament times God’s presence was with the people but there was little known about the son.  The Israelites learned that a Messiah would come but besides a few prophets they knew very little about who to expect.  Then the Messiah came and the New Testament is primarily about him.  There was almost nothing known about the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament.  As Jesus prepared to leave earth he began teaching people about the Holy Spirit and telling them what to expect.   In verse 18 of this chapter Jesus promised that he would not leave us as orphans but that he would come back to get us.  In the interim he sent the Holy Spirit to us as a gift.  God sent Jesus.  Jesus sent the Holy Spirit.  We are living in the age of the Holy Spirit and yet I find that we know very little about him.  I believe it is to our advantage that we learn about him.

The Holy Spirit has many roles in our lives.  In this one verse today we see several of the important ways the Holy Spirit aids us.  He is a helper, a teacher and a reminder of all that Jesus has said.  He will bring to your mind scriptures whenever you need them but he is so much more.  He is the power of God, a pledge of promises yet to come, a promise himself and a gift but the role that is perhaps most significant is that he is a comforter.  Jesus sent a comforter to be with us at all times.  He is called the stand beside because he comes along beside us at all times.  We use the expression, “I’ve got your back.”  Imagine one of the three aspects of God with you side by side all day, every day telling you that he has your back.  He is a protector.  He does all the heavy lifting for you in all things.  He is like that perfect best friend.   You are sealed in him and his presence with you is a sign that you are a valued child of the Most High.  

You can also get to know the Holy Spirit.  He is the third person of the trinity so if you can know God; if you can know Jesus, then you can also know the Holy Spirit.  He may even have a name, probably does.  Jesus is part of the Father but he has his own name.  Perhaps you can get the Spirit to reveal his name to you.  Think about that for a moment.  God has a name, Jesus has a name and even your angels have names.  How is it that we have not inquired of the Spirit that is with us day and night as to his name?  But we can.  

We are the people that God spoke of in Joel 2: 28: “And it will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind.”  We are the children of promise.  I think we should take our inheritance seriously and find out what benefits we are entitled to under this promise from God.  You know how God loves for us to exercise our rights.   I believe that there is an enormous blessing in our relationship with the Holy Spirit of God and that it is just waiting to be revealed.  Pursue God the Father; pursue God the Son but do not fail to seek out God the Holy Spirit.
1981. Friday, March 20, 2015
The Battle Is Won

Isaiah 54: 4

Fear not for you will not be put to shame; neither feel humiliated, for you will not be disgraced.

This week you are receiving many of my favorite scriptures.  I haven’t used many of them for the Word of the Day and even those I have used I haven’t written about in a long time.  But this is like a walk down memory lane for me because several of this week’s verses come from Isaiah.  Not only is the book of Isaiah my favorite Old Testament book but it is also the book that got me through a time of intense spiritual warfare.  These verses helped me to stand when there were attacks from every quarter.  If you are having one of those periods in your life, let me encourage you.  Have no fear, nor feel ashamed or humiliated.  Your Dad is going to make it right.  The truth will be seen.  Those people who are lying about you – they are the ones who will be put to shame.  Believe me, I know.  I have been there.  The good news is that I have been “through” it.  I didn’t pitch a tent and stay there.  God doesn’t expect you to set up camp in the valley of the shadow of death either.  He has strong weapons of warfare and mighty warriors.  He intends for you to win.

I just love Old Isaiah and when I get to heaven I am going to tell him how much I appreciated his book.  He had a revelation of warfare.  He knew then that the devil was going to get in our faces.  He also knew, however, that God had foreseen it too and prepared armies and weapons of His own.  There is no battle that you can’t win.  Think about it, this was even before Jesus came and won the victory for us.  You see, Dad never left His kids out in the cold.  He always had plans for our protection and our welfare.

So if you are under the gun right now do not fear.  There are scores of angels, legions even, at your beck and call.  You have the power of God in the person of the Holy Spirit.  And you have the victory medal from Jesus’ campaign.  Do not fear!  Do not take the trouble into your heart.  Your Father will stand for you.  Just hang out in the Lord’s presence until the battle is won.
1982. Monday, March 23, 2015

No Fear Here

Isaiah 41: 10

Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, surely I will help you.  Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.

How many times do we need to have God say to us, “Do not fear?”  Probably at least once a day.  So here is today’s dose.  Our Father wants us to know that He is on the job.  He is paying attention to us and we should not fear.  He isn’t begging us not to be afraid, though.  This really appears as a command.  And now that I look at the situation from His perspective, it is a bit insulting, isn’t it, that He is our God, our Father and yet we are running around in high anxiety and fear.  Our God is Yahweh, He that is and ever will be.  Why should we be afraid?

Father goes on to assure us that He is with us.  We don’t have to anxiously look around us.  We can go with confidence knowing that He is with us always, that He will never leave us nor forsake us.  He is strength for us so that we need not try to be strong in ourselves.  In fact, Paul taught us that in our weakness is strength (2 Corinthians 12: 10).  

How do we convince ourselves that our Father is with us; that He will strengthen us and uphold us?  I really believe we learn it through the most frightening mechanism of all; letting go.  We have to let God be God.  We have to relinquish a bit of the control to Him.  I like to say that we have to let go of the reins because that paints a picture for me that I can relate to.  I really think that for most of us we have to take God out for a test drive.  We trust Him with something small and see that all works well when we put situations in His hands and then the next time we are able to trust Him with something a bit larger.  The other situation is that get to the point that we are so exhausted that we have nothing left but to trust God.  And then, Eureka!  It works.

I really wish one person could experience this for everyone and then that we could all just believe that person, subsequently taking this verse as truth on its face.  If we could only believe that God and Isaiah actually knew what they were saying.  Unfortunately, it rarely works that way.  So, instead of asking you to believe me or to believe this verse, I am asking you to give it a try.  Take it around the block, kick the tires and see for yourself.  God is worthy of our trust. He will uphold you, guard you and protect you.  He is your shield and your refuge.  Invest a bit of your trust in Him and let Him show you that you have no need in being anxious ever again.  Think about it, to never fear again.  Now that is a good way to live.

1983. Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Vanishing Enemies

Isaiah 41: 11

Behold, all those who are angered at you will be shamed and dishonored; those who contend with you will be as nothing, and will perish.

Trouble comes.  You know that.  Even for Christians there are challenges.  Sometimes I think we ought to be able to live charmed lives where nothing can touch us but that is fantasy.  In reality problems affect everyone.  The secret is in how we deal with those issues and how we let them affect us.  We really can live above the fray, above the chaos if we will let Jesus be Lord of our entire day rather than just our philosophical Lord.  What do I mean by that?  We have all given our lives and hearts to Jesus.  We have asked him to be Lord of our lives and we are sincere in our surrender to his lordship.  However, Monday morning always comes and in the clamor of all that must be done we lose sight of our position with Christ.  That is why it is so good to give the Lord even just a few minutes in the morning before you are confronted with the tasks of the day.  We need to re-establish first thing in the morning Jesus as Lord over our lives and, significantly, over every minute of our day.  Then throughout the day when issues and questions present themselves we take them to Jesus.  If he is Lord then he ought to have a say in what goes on.  When we systematically apply Jesus’ lordship to everything we do and to everything that invades our lives then we can move from the center of the tumult.  Jesus fights the battles, completes our task lists, multiplies our time and does everything else we need.  

You can’t fight the battles on your own because your detractors will lie and cheat.  You need the supernatural power that the trinity can provide.  If you want to look around and find the enemy just gone, then you need to put the problem in Jesus’ hand and leave it there.  Sometimes that is a minute by minute process but when you allow the lordship of Jesus to prevail over the problems of your life then it becomes his problem rather than your own.  That is when you will look around and find that those who contended with you are as nothing.  We don’t pray against them, of course.  We don’t have to.  And if you truly understand today’s verse you will understand very clearly why Jesus told us to pray for our enemies.  Those who attack, criticize and condemn us are walking into a hornet’s nest of their own making.  The bad seeds they are sowing are going to sprout and produce a bountiful crop of trouble for them.  We need to pray for them because if they mess with you they are going to be shamed and dishonored, be as nothing and perish.  Okay, not a good forecast. 

God is on your side.  He is in your corner.  Let Him be your fight manager.  Let Him be the boss, the Lord and then the outcome is assured.  You will arise and your enemies are going to suffer.  Pray for your enemies because they have signed a destruction order over their own lives.  Get a big revelation of Jesus as Lord of your challenges and step out of the turmoil and into his glorious victory.  Amen.
1984. Wednesday, March 25, 2015

Revealed Secrets

Proverb 3: 2

For length of days and years of life, and peace they will add to you.

Length of days, years of life and peace are all things most of us deeply desire.  Too bad the author didn’t tell us how to receive them.  Okay, he did, I’m kidding.  It is in verse 1 which reads, “My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments.”  Aw man, it’s the same old drill.  God hasn’t changed his mind yet.  The benefits of his promises are in following Him.  Go figure!

You know, it kind of perturbs me today to listen to people talk about life expectancy and getting old.  First of all, most people have no expectation of living long and this is true even of Christians in spite of the many promises from God about long life.  The other point that is becoming all too clear to me is that we shorten our life expectancy in so many ways the loudest of which is in not following God.  When Jesus left he sent his Holy Spirit to lead us in the way we should go but probably more Christians than not never listen to what the Holy Spirit is telling them much less follow his advice.  I know this was true of me and it was really showing in my life and health.  But now, I have a new lease on life because I have found God’s secrets.  He hid them right where I should have found them but wasn’t looking – between the covers of my Bible.  But now the lid is off because I know where His secret stash is and that knowledge is now showing in my body and health too.  The comparison, in fact, is like night and day.

The first part of the equation is His Word.  Hey guys, it really is no mystery.  There is life in that book and as I got back into it and started applying the Word, things began to change.  I went from hobbling along like an ancient person to riding my mountain bike 35 miles at a time.  Doesn’t that sound like a miracle to you?  Well, it is but the key for this one was that I was a participant.  I helped Dad bring this miracle about by hearkening to His Word, believing it and doing it.

Do you want to know super huge secret number 2?  Can you handle it?  Okay.  The second mystery is found in the 11th word of verse 1.  It is the word “heart”.  Do you hate hearing that as much as I used to?  No, you guys wouldn’t but it used to make my skin peel back.  I just hated all that goo-goo stuff that some preachers spoke, like love and heart.  Do you know what I mean?  I was so intellectually entrenched that I had lost track of where I had put my heart.  And just because I say that I was intellectually entrenched that does not mean that I was all that smart.  Obviously, because if I really was smart I would not have made my mind and my thoughts the center of the universe.  Really?  How smart is that?  No, it was just that my approach to the world, to problems and even to God was to think about it, to reason.  Wow!  Find that in the Bible.  Now, however, I am on a heart journey and literally that impacts every area of my life including my health and physical well-being.  God is now at work within me healing, guiding and repairing the damage.  His Word lives within me, in my heart and it is spreading through me like warm honey.  And it really is making a difference in how I feel, how I am able to move and how healthy I am.  His Word in my heart really does work.  I know Dad has been telling us that for thousands of years now but I just finally heard it so I am catching up.

There is one last thing that I have noticed that damages our life expectancy.  While today’s verse is good news there are also the verses that tell us what will happen when we don’t follow the good advice that God is giving us.  Just yesterday we looked at Isaiah 41: 11 which tells us what will happen to those who hassle God’s kids or who do not treat us with love.  They are going to disappear.  And you see, this is even true for Christians who gossip, backbite and deal dishonestly.  So one of the reasons that we are seeing people die before they should is because we have not been dealing fairly with each other.  Brother, when you talk that negative junk behind someone’s back you are planting a seed that is going to produce a crop that you don’t want.  Then when that seed begins bearing fruit folks start blaming God.  Hey, we don’t have to blame God.  He is telling us up front how to live long, healthy lives.  Read the Word and do it.  You are going to reap great rewards.
1985. Thursday, March 26, 2015

Favor and Reputation

Proverb 3: 3 -4

Do not let kindness and truth leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart, so you will find favor and good repute in the sight of God and man.

The secret to attaining what we want in verse four is found in verse three.  We can have favor with God and man and we are meant to.  We also should enjoy a good reputation.  You can work hard for a good reputation.  You can apply all of the world’s wisdom on how to gain man’s favor, read all of the Positive Mental Attitude and Sales books, or you can take the shortcut.  

If we want to apply the Father’s shortcut the first thing that we must acknowledge and accept is that this is heart work again.  You cannot just read the Bible like it is a self-help book and reap the benefits.  The power of the Word is that it lives in you, in your heart.  We are supposed to take the things that the Holy Spirit is teaching us and write them on the tablet of our hearts.  Writing on our hearts is a purposeful act of our own.  We choose what abides in our hearts and in this passage our Father is encouraging us to make it truth and kindness.  

Now if you really think about it, you would expect a person to have favor and a good reputation who has prioritized truth and kindness in their lives.  No one likes a liar and a person who is unkind will have no friends.  I think, though, that we can go even a little deeper with this.  First of all, we are not talking about being unkind as much as being affirmatively kind.  That is different.  It means that kindness goes before you.  Overt acts of kindness become one’s calling card.  People ought to be able to rely on us responding with kindness.  We ought to be predictably kind.

As for truth, there is truth with a little “t” and Truth with a capital “t”.  The difference is Jesus.  He is the truth.  When THE truth is what we bind about our necks and write on the tablets of our hearts then we certainly will be favored among all people.  Then telling “the truth” takes on a more profound meaning.  Jesus becomes “the way” in our lives.  His ways become our ways.  Again we become reliable.  People can count on us and that is really very important.  How many people do you know that you can count on? Those people become precious to you.

God wants you to walk in favor with Him and to have favor with all people.  That is why He is telling us how to get it.  Favor means that things just go your way, people do things for you, give you things.  Sometimes it is nothing more than a good parking place.  Other times it is the impossible happening for you.  In any event, you are supposed to have favor with God and man and it comes by letting God express His essential nature through you in love, kindness and truth. 
1986. Friday, March 27, 2015
Living Long

Psalm 55: 23

But Thou, O God, will bring them down to the pit of destruction; men of bloodshed and deceit will not live out half their days.  But I will trust in Thee.

So, do you want to live a long life?  Well, there is a hidden pearl of wisdom here.  Men of deceit will not live out half their days.  Ouch!!  Now you see what is happening to the life span.  Honesty has life in it.  Deceit carries death with it.  

Deceit is interesting.  I think of deceit primarily as not telling the truth but that really does not represent the thrust of the definition.  According to the New American Heritage Dictionary deceit is misrepresentation, deception.  It is characterized by trickiness and falseness.  Deceitful means:  Given to cheating or deceiving, misleading or deceptive.  Some of the words associated with this idea are deceive, betray, mislead, beguile, delude, dupe, hoodwink, bamboozle, outwit, and double-cross.  So what is the point?  

Deceit is not simply telling a lie.  That is part of it, of course, but the greater part of deceit is to be intentionally misleading.  One could tell a truth then, answer a question true technically and yet mislead the hearer.  This deception is often seen in how we couch our facts.  It is deceitful to represent the facts in a way which best paints the picture you want perceived when you know it is not really truthful.  It is a twisting of the truth in order to mislead someone.  This is a manipulation of the truth and of the person being addressed.  It is reprehensible to God and will limit the number of days of the speaker.  Just ponder this for a moment.  We have all seen this and some of us even been guilty of it.  We speak what is 10% true and leave out the other 90% of the truth because we do not like how it reflects on us or that it won’t bring about the desired result.  I have watched people completely reframe an event in order to look guiltless.  They will argue they did not lie because they spoke a bit of the truth but the reality is that in cloaking the greater part of the truth they are attempting to deceive someone.  Now I want you to search your gut at this moment and see if you can tell how incensed this makes God.  “There are six things which the Lord hates, yes seven which are an abomination to Him” (Proverb 6: 16).  Out of the seven two are about not being truthful.  This deceitfulness is right in the middle of all that God hates.  I am guessing that is not where we want to hang out.

Jesus is truth.  We are called to be the people of Jesus, therefore people of truth.  It is a slap in God’s face when we mischaracterize something even it if is not a bald-face lie.  In the eyes of our Father it is exactly the same thing.  And why do people lie and deceive?  In the end of things it is because they do not trust the Lord, their God.  How much more can we insult God?  Do you want to live a long and fruitful life?  Be people of the truth.

1987. Monday, March 30, 2015

Care Giver

Psalm 55: 22

Cast your burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain you; He will never allow the righteous to be shaken.  

Jesus made us the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5: 21).  That means we need not ever be shaken.  That is good news, yes?  But there is another aspect of this right standing with God that we need to appreciate.  Peter wrote about it in 1 Peter 5: 7, “casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.”  The King James Version says to cast all your care upon Him.  The promise of God is that He will sustain us but we must first cast our care upon Him.  How can He sustain us if we are carrying the burden?  We have to give Him our cares if we want Him to carry them.

It may sound like a small thing but I really do cringe when I hear Christians telling each other to “take care.”  I have said that for so many years myself and now I try to arrest myself and even correct that expression when I hear it coming out of my mouth.  It is unscriptural, unbiblical and it kinda bugs me because while it may seem like a small thing it still is undermining the operation of the Kingdom of God.  There are properties of the Kingdom of God just like there are the properties of physics.  If you try to defy the laws of physics you will get a revelation in a hurry.  When we violate the Kingdom principles we will experience the ramifications of those choices as well.  Then many of us end up saying, “This faith stuff doesn’t work” or “God didn’t come through for me.”  That is like saying God threw me down on the pavement when you jumped out of the third story window.  Hello!  The laws always work.  Gravity doesn’t turn off just because we pray.  The Kingdom laws are the same way.  We cannot concurrently take care and give our care to the Lord.  It is one or the other.  And the Lord cannot sustain us if we don’t give Him the care of things.  Do you see how the package all fits together?  Really it is about our relationship with Him and trust.  We are encouraged to cast all of our burdens on the Lord and let Him take care of them.  Jesus said, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).  Implied in there is that you are supposed to give him the weight of those heavy burdens.  It is all consistent.  God wants to be our care taker.  He wants to sustain us and carry our heavy burdens but we must first release them to Him.  Then we will not be shaken because He is the keeper of our souls, the bearer of our burdens and the sustainer of our lives.
1988. Tuesday, March 31, 2015

Increase of Favor

Proverb 11: 27

He who diligently seeks good seeks favor, but he who searches after evil, it will come to him.

Here is another way to gain favor.  Seek and go after those things which are good.  If you look for evil, it will find you.  If you look for the good things, the righteous things, then favor is going to follow you.

This is about a condition of our heart as well as a decision of our will.  When we set our eyes and our hearts on God we end up seeking His righteousness.  When we seek His righteousness, then all that we need will be added to us (Matthew 6: 33).  Our Lord taught us that this is a clear way to relieve ourselves of anxiety.  Pursue those things which are good.  “For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude” (1 Timothy 4: 4).  Seeking God necessarily means searching for goodness and kindness.  The other proverb which speaks so clearly of favor is Proverb 3: 3 – 4 which tells us to bind ourselves to kindness and truth.  When we seek good, truth or kindness we are in fact seeking God and His ways.  Therefore, unmerited favor finds us.

If on the other hand we toy around with the things which are not of God’s kingdom, then evil will find us.  And that is a clearer characterization of what happens because most of us don’t go out seeking after evil but rather we tolerate things that we ought not and we sort of play around with things that we know would not please God.  When you play with fire, eventually you will get burned and this has happened to so many of us.  We listen to a little music that we probably wouldn’t play if our pastor was in the room.  We give in to some movies that we certainly wouldn’t want God to watch with us.  A little of this and a little of that and we have paved the way for the things that we don’t want in our lives to come to us.  We have all but sent an engraved invitation and then we act all surprised when things happen.  

We are little magnets and we are going to attract that which we set our eyes upon.  That is exactly what Solomon was trying to get across to us.  If we seek good we shall attract good into our lives but if we look over in the devil’s backyard he is going to make sure that we get what we are seeking.  Seek goodness, truth and kindness, bind them around your neck and the favor of God and a good reputation with God and man shall be your prize.  
1989. Wednesday, April 1, 2015

James 4: 7
Submit therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
  
I read something that Gloria Copeland wrote which had a profound effect on my thinking.  She was in prayer one day when the Lord told her, "Separate yourself and you'll be separated."  She went on to write, "[F]ollow God and separate yourself from evil (then) you will be separated from evil."
 
That took hold of me.  I thought about how applicable that is in an everyday sense.  Gloria Copeland was writing on Psalm 91 and the protection God has provided for all of us.  So many times bad things happen to folks and thus they are looking for relief.  Well, the devil is in this world and he is going to make life difficult, if he can.  One of the best ways to cut him off though, is to separate yourself from him and separate yourself unto God.  What does this mean?  
 
It really is quite simple and that is one of the things I liked about it.  If you want evil out of your life, separate yourself from evil.  In other words, bad things come from Satan, not God.  As you live to God there is a greater and greater chasm between you and the effects of the devil.  If you continue to dally in lies, deceptions, gossip, unkindness, etc., you are allowing evil to maintain a place in your life.  As you separate yourself from those things which are not of God, then you are separating yourself from evil and then it is much harder for the evil to get to you to harm you.  It is a two edged sword, you cannot practice ungodliness without it biting you too.  Don't give the devil a place in your life.  Separate yourself from the things of the kingdom of darkness.

1990. Thursday, April 2, 2015

The Essential Nature of God
1 John 4: 8

God is love.

1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 8

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes al things hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails. 

God is love.  It is His essential nature; what He is, what He is made of.  Love is not an attribute of God, not one of His characteristics.  It is the substance of who and what He is.  We cannot separate love from God but many people, even those of the church, have lost the certainty of that statement.  We understand with our minds that God is love but in our hearts we still hold onto a God who is vengeful and wrathful.

When we combine the two verses for today we get an accurate picture of God.  God is patient, God is kind, and is not jealous; God does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; He does not seek His own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes al things hopes all things, endures all things.  God never fails.

Our God is the perfect parent.  Love drives everything He does.  His love is sacrificial and unselfish.  He is everything we want in a friend, spouse or parent and He is all those to us.  He is perfect love.  There is no fear in His presence because perfect love casts out fear (1 John 4: 18).  Our God who is mighty in deed is as gentle as a lamb.  

We really must get a deep revelation of this lover who is our God.  We need to hold deep within our hearts the absolute truth of the Father’s love for each one of us individually.  There is no power until there is this abiding truth within us.   Your Father loves you absolutely and unconditionally.  Meditate on that until you cannot be swayed.  Then you will soar with wings as eagles.

1991. Friday, April 3, 2015

The Character of God

Galatians 5: 22

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.

We saw yesterday from 1 John 4: 8 and 1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 8 that God’s essential nature is love.  Today’s verse reveals the characteristics of God’s personality.  As you look at them you can see that first is love but moreover that all the rest flow from love.  The best way to get the full revelation of this verse is to put “God is” in front of each word i.e. God is love, God is joy.... 

These characteristics determine how God behaves and how He interacts with others just the same way as our personality traits predict how we will behave.  So, God is always patient with us, always loving, kind and gentle.  He exercises great self-control.  Most of us can testify to the latter one.

Conversely, we can know what God is not by acknowledging His qualities.  For example, we can deduce that God is not unkind or unfaithful.  Can we not deduce a great deal more though?  He is not cruel, vengeful, harsh, intolerant, hateful, spiteful or mean-spirited.  He is all things which are good and none of those traits which are painful to us.  He is ultimate goodness and kindness.  He is neither over-bearing nor a punitive spirit.  His intent, therefore, is not to punish us but rather to guide us with loving hands.  And He is not scary.  He is beautiful.  He is warmth and sunshine.

We can know the Father of all personally, intimately and as we do we perceive greater and greater levels of His great kindness and affection.  He is completely predictable in His goodness towards all creation.  He loves us.

1992. Monday, April 6, 2015
Bad Press

(From 
James 1: 13
Let no on say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.
  
God gets a lot of bad press these days.  We all know that, but what is disturbing is how much of it comes from Christians.  Well-meaning Christians blame God for a myriad of problems.  They say God is tempting them in order to test them or that he is bringing this or that challenge to make them strong; grow their faith.  That is just blatantly untrue.  We have been told lies and we must correct ourselves with the truth.  The Word is truth.  Jesus said that we would know the truth and the truth would make us free (Matthew 8: 32). The word says that God is love and that he cannot tempt.  He does not have evil to tempt us with.  God wants good for his kids.  Every good thing comes from him.  Let's put the correct party on trial here.  It is the devil who comes to "steal, kill and destroy" (Matthew 10: 10).  Let's start giving him the bad press he deserves and give honor to our Father.
1993. Tuesday, April 7, 2015

Thirsty


(From 1/11/08)

Isaiah 55: 1
 
Ho!  Every one who thirsts, come to the waters.
 
One thing amazes me above all things; we live in a world full of people who thirst deep down in their souls and Jesus is right here offering them the coolest, most refreshing water and yet most don't avail themselves of this life giving offer.  Jesus has everything we need and he is standing calling and offering.  Do people love their pain so much?  Spread the word that Jesus is our substance and is longingly giving all that is needed.  He is calling out.  All who are thirsty come drink.
1994. Wednesday, April 8, 2015

Three Times Impossible

Luke 1: 36 – 37

And behold, even your relative, Elizabeth has conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month.  For nothing will be impossible with God.

These were the angel Gabriel’s words to the virgin Mary when he appeared to her to inform her that she would become pregnant with the Holy child.  Mary knew her Jewish history.  Gabriel’s statement would have immediately put her in remembrance of Abraham and Sarah.  Although they were old and Sarah barren they had the word of God, His promise that they would have a child and they clung to that word and gave birth to the nation of Israel.  

Mary thus understood that the seemingly impossible becomes possible when we believe God.  She accepted that a virgin can have a child because God said it and she conceived and bore Jesus, the son of the Almighty.

I wonder what impossibilities you are facing today.  Perhaps you would be encouraged to think of Sarah, Elizabeth, and Mary.  They learned how to believe God for what appeared to them impossible.  Consider this though; do you think there is any such word as “impossible” in heaven?  Why would there be?  To God all things are possible so He and all the heavenly beings only think in terms of possibility.  So when Sarah was told she would have a child, it seemed impossible to the human mind but clearly it was not.  Nor was it impossible for the aged, barren Elizabeth to conceive or the virgin Mary.  Some say it is impossible for a person to walk on water too.  Well, someone forgot to tell Jesus and Peter. 

If we can but believe God then there is nothing which really is impossible.  Can you stretch yourself just a little farther today and believe with your heart?  What would you have, what would you do if you could reach just a bit further?  What is that thing which seems just beyond your reach?  If we will partner with God in these impossible projects then all things really do become possible.

1995. Thursday, April 9, 2015
Land Lord

Psalm 115: 16

The heavens are the heavens of the Lord; but the earth He has given to the sons of men.

Luke 4: 5 - 6

And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.”

Here is the chain of title of the earth.  God created it and it belonged to Him.  Then He gave it to the sons of men.  When Jesus came along the devil offered all the kingdoms of the earth and their glory to him.  Apparently title had shifted to the devil.  Notice Jesus did not debate the devil’s assertion of ownership and control.  So how did it go from belonging to people to being in Satan’s possession?  The devil tells us in verse 6 that it was handed over to him.  By whom then?  Well, it wasn’t God because He gave it to humanity.

In the Garden of Eden God gave authority over the earth and everything in it to the people He created.  He gave them the responsibility for the earth and its well-being.  The earth was created for humanity.  It was created to be a home for us but Satan deceived God’s children and they fell.  They listened to the word of Satan instead of the Word of God.  When they did, the earth became a place of conflict.  Their capitulation to the devil gave him authority in the earth.

But then good news came.  His name is Jesus.  He crushed sin, broke the chains of slavery and destroyed the works of the devil.  He went into the pit itself and conquered death, hell and the grave and when he came out he had the keys.  In Revelation 1: 18 Jesus revealed that he had the keys of death and Hades but that wasn’t all he won.  He redeemed us, restoring us back to our proper place in the Lord.  He won back our kingdom and our domain.  We are now joint heirs with him but there is a caveat.  We must claim our inheritance and enforce our rights.  There are squatters on the land thanks to the time that it spent in wrongful hands.  In addition, the devil is a deceiver.  If you don’t run him off he won’t go and if you listen to him he will trick you, deceive you into believing a pack of lies.  When you do that, you forsake your ancestral heritage.  You effectively surrender yourself again to the yoke of slavery where Satan is your master.  

Your only defense is the Word of God. Only when you know your legal rights and stand on them will the enemy, the undeserving squatters, leave your property.  Look, you are royalty if you want to know the whole truth but if you go about wearing rags and acting like a peasant then all you will have is a peasant’s life.  Our birthright, our binding contract and our weapon of enforcement are all encompassed humbly but powerfully in the camouflage of a book.  But it isn’t only what is between the bindings that is so significant.  It is the word who is alive, He that went to hell, defeated Satan and handed you the keys of victory.  He is the living word.  He was, is and always will be.  You find him between the covers of the Bible and then he leaps off of the page in power and glory when you believe what you read there and trust him to be your king and lord.

1996. Friday, April 10, 2015

Goin’ Fishin’

Luke 5: 1 - 11

Now it happened that while the crowd was pressing around Him and listening to the word of God, He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret; and He saw two boats lying at the edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten out of them and were washing their nets.  And He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little way from the land. And He sat down and began teaching the people from the boat.  When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.”  Simon answered and said, “Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say and let down the nets.”  When they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and their nets began to break; so they signaled to their partners in the other boat for them to come and help them. And they came and filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus’ feet, saying, “Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man!”  For amazement had seized him and all his companions because of the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men.”  When they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.

How about a nice Bible story today?  This is like being in vacation Bible school just hearing the marvelous stories about our dear Jesus.  You know, there is something to be said for just sitting and listening to stories about Jesus.  It is a very simple approach to “church” but one which bears great fruit.  Read the story or better still ask for a volunteer to read the story and then just let people express what was significant to them in the story.  Here we are merely facilitators and Jesus gets to teach and minister.  

If you asked me to tell what I found most noteworthy in the story today it would be that Jesus did not use Simon’s boat without offering a blessing in return.  Peter (Simon) didn’t ask Jesus for payment.  Jesus just blessed him; a blessing for a blessing. That preached louder than anything Jesus could say.  Notice Simon Peter’s reaction.  He understood that the grace and power of God had entered his space.  

Jesus got four disciples that day, James and John, Peter and Andrew, Peter’s brother.  In that beginning was the core of Jesus’ team.  Some might call the fishing expedition “the meeting after the meeting.”  It wasn’t just what Jesus said while sitting in the boat but what he showed afterwards.  Remarkably, Luke does not tell us what Jesus said but he recounts the fishing trip and the great haul that resulted therefrom.  Very interesting!

I invite you to go to our blogsite and tell us what jumped out at you from this story.

1997. Monday, 13, 2015

Grace and Power

Acts 6: 8

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people.

If you don’t know Stephen’s story you might like to read the rest of this chapter and chapter 7.  He was remarkable in his faith.

This eighth verse really struck me today.  I am always interested in hearing about the great signs and wonders being performed because I am passionate about us interacting with the world in such a fashion.  We are disciples of Jesus every bit as much as Stephen so we should walk in and exhibit the same power and anointing that he did.

The reason this verse arrested me is because of the word grace.  Stephen was full of power.  We know that because of the many signs and wonders he performed.  But what of grace?  Why is grace mentioned in conjunction with a declaration about signs and wonders?  Could it be that grace is a critical component of miracles?  We know that Jesus was full of grace and compassion and we also know that the miraculous was common with him.  

I believe that the miracles are simply the release of God’s power into the earth through the person of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus worked hand in hand with the Holy Spirit and as you read about Stephen you will conclude that he did too.  So, is it by the grace of God, then that we all are able to not only receive the Spirit of Jesus to live within us but also to release the love and compassion that is in His heart?  And you see, if grace is a key element then that takes our cleverness, creativity and holiness out of the picture entirely. It is only by grace that we are saved and by grace we can walk in this awesome power.  Because God’s grace is the fuel then we do not have to be anything other than willing.  We only need be vessels of grace.  However, being vessels of grace means that we cannot be instruments of judgment and condemnation.  That stands to reason doesn’t it?  Grace is the unmerited favor of God.  It is unearned; willingly given by a loving God.  Therefore if we wish to flow in God’s power as did Stephen, then we must learn to flow in grace.  We cannot be critical and judgmental while letting love flow.  A critical, judgmental nature will cut off the flow completely.

Let us abound in this grace that so empowered Stephen.  Let love honestly have a place in our hearts and thoughts.  And, let us extend the precious love of God first to ourselves.  Be not critical of who you are but rather revel in who Christ has made you.  You are hidden in Christ and a glorious creature.  Now let that glory flow to others.

1998. Tuesday, April 14, 2015
Throne of Grace

Hebrews 4: 16

Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.

Did you know that God’s throne is called the throne of grace?  That’s right.  He sits in grace.  But what about the throne of judgment; where is that?  Well, I don’t know.  I searched the Bible and it turns out its not there.  Curious!  We have heard about the judgment seat and the throne of judgment for so long that most of us expect it to be real but it turns out that it is just the figment of religion.  It is a good device, like the boogey man, to get us to do what religious minds thinks we ought.  You know, “Be good or you will fare poorly when you face the throne of judgment.  How interesting, though, that God says come before me where I sit on the throne of grace dispensing, well, grace.  He isn’t dispensing judgment; He is giving away grace.  

In the Old Testament God had an ark made which was kept in the Holy of Holies and that is where He would meet mankind.  The seat of the ark, God called the Mercy seat.  It is there in the place of mercy that God chose to meet with people.  And what do you suppose is dispensed from the seat of mercy?  Yes, mercy.  People have this crazy notion of God being an angry, vengeful, judgment dealing God but that is stuff and non-sense.  Others believe He is a benevolent God now but maintain that He was mean in the Old Testament.  Well, then why did He name His seat, His throne “Mercy”?  He chose where He would meet humans and He chose to meet them over mercy.

That is pretty good, but it wasn’t good enough.  You see, He had to be the dispenser of mercy because there was no other answer for the sin of man.  Aahhh, but we have a new covenant made on better promises by a better mediator (Hebrew 8: 6).  So God was able to get a new throne.  Hallelujah!  He now sits in grace, on the throne of grace, dispensing grace.  

This is where God always wanted to be and thanks to Jesus He is the King of Grace, the God of Grace.  Grace, the calling card of our dear Father, is your birthright vis- a-vis the new birth.   God invites us into His throne room to receive grace, mercy and help, not judgment.  

Grace is the unmerited favor of God.  It cannot be earned but rather is a gift from a loving father.  It is the power for things to simply go well for you.  It is the invitation for you to hang out with God.  Because of grace, because of God’s favor upon you, where once you were an orphan and an outcast, now you abide in the actual presence of the Almighty free from stain or blemish.  You are the perfect, redeemed, restored child of the Most High.  Grace does all this for you and more.  Unmerited favor, mercy, help in time of need, these are all yours through the blood of Christ.  They are all pouring out from the Throne of Grace where your beloved is seated.

Get a new image of your father today, the father of grace.  Let the idea of grace fill you.  Our father has promoted us from mercy to grace and mercy was pretty good.  You have been invited into the throne room.  Go with the confidence that your father is awaiting you with a smile.  But don’t look for the throne of judgment.  You won’t find it in Dad’s throne room.

1999. Wednesday, April 15, 2015

Force for Good

Hebrews 10: 24

Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds.

That is a new thought but worth pondering.  How do we encourage others so that their lives become expressions of love and good deeds or goodness?  We are meant to be inspirational.  Isn’t that something?  Our lives are not only about us.  They are about the impact we have on others and the effect that impact creates in them for yet other people.  But to call it by another name, we are forces for good.  We purposefully do good to others and stimulate them to do good to still others.  And while I haven’t thought about it exactly in these terms before isn’t this still the story of a seed?  

Jesus asked, “How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it?” (Mark 4: 30).  He answered the question by telling the story of the mustard seed.  So the kingdom of God is like a seed.  This is one of the largest, most profound and yet overlooked messages in the Bible.  Let me repeat it, the kingdom of God is like a seed.  So, if we wish to participate in the kingdom, then we all must become farmers.  If you are not sowing seed then you are not taking part in the kingdom of God.  We sow into other people’s lives.  That is the first step to stimulating others into acts of love and kindness.  But the message of this scripture isn’t necessarily about what we can do to inspire others but rather that we should give consideration to how we may stimulate others.  In other words, this is supposed to be a subject of thought and prayer.  This would be a good question to put before the Lord so that we can find out his thoughts.

One might also see in here a domino effect.  If we do good unto others and motivate them to love and good deeds then it seems reasonable that they will inspire others, and on and on.    One seed produces a whole plant which might represent all of the people in your life.  The fruit of the plant has many, many seeds within it.  So each of the people in your life has an abundant opportunity to sow seeds themselves which ultimately leads to many seeds of love and good deeds being cast abroad.  From one seed, a seed as small as a mustard seed comes many thousands of acts of love and goodness.  Ponder; consider how we might encourage each other to love and good deeds.  Perhaps share your good ideas on our blogsite.  If we share a little and encourage a little maybe very soon we can cover the area in a garden like Eden.
2000. Thursday, April 16, 2015

Redeemed From Fear

Psalm 56: 3 - 4

When I am afraid, I will put my trust in Thee, in God, whose word I praise, in God I have put my trust; I shall not be afraid.  What can mere man do to me?

Who among us is not faced with fear at some time?  It is a common human reaction to challenges in life.  The first mention of fear appears in Genesis 3.  It didn’t take long for mankind to find fear.  However, they only became afraid after succumbing to the devil.  Before Adam and Eve followed Satan and ate the forbidden fruit they knew not fear.  Interesting.  Since that time people have been plagued by fear.  However, there is good news.  God has provided a remedy for everything which plagues mankind, including fear.  His remedy for fear is trust.

“When I am afraid,” the psalmist writes, “I will put my trust in thee.”  He doesn’t deny that he was afraid.  He just determines not to let fear have him.  We are not to abide in fear.  We are to run into the arms of our loving father and envelope ourselves in an abiding, overcoming trust.  Trusting Him is the solution for every fear.  It seems, then, that overcoming fear requires a decision from us.  It also requires action on our part.  We must intentionally shift our minds and hearts from fear to trust in the Lord.  That means you take your eyes off of that which frightens you and put them on the Lord of your salvation.  Look upon Jesus and decide to believe Him and to believe in the Father’s love rather than to believe in that which frightens you.

Fear is slavery and Jesus has set us free from all of the shackles of bondage.  If we allow fear to remain in our lives then we are effectively rejecting the gift of Christ.  It is making his sacrifice of no effect.  This is no place for Christians.  Galatians 5: 1 reads, “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.”  That seems pretty clear to me.  It is a shout, a command that we should not allow ourselves to be victims of fear.  We must stand firm against fear. Jesus came to give us abundant life, not a life shackled by fear.

The psalmist, David, gave praise to the word of God.  It occurs to me that was another of his weapons against fear.  He looked to the word and encouraged himself so that he could pronounce his faith in God’s saving ability.  David trusted God and stood on God’s word.  He determinedly put his trust in God and God’s promises and time after time God pulled him from certain defeat.  Now David teaches us these valuable lessons.  Let us declare as he did, “In God I have put my trust; I shall not be afraid.”

2001. Friday, April 17, 2015

The Word of the Day

John 1: 1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

It all began with the Word as all epic quests must. The Word is the power, the beginning and the end. If you are going to undertake any grand project may I recommend that you take a page from God’s playbook?  Begin with the Word.      

When God began His immense project of creating and populating the earth, He began with the Word.  The Word was with Him in the beginning and it was through that Word that everything that was created came into being.  Salvation began with the Word also since Jesus is the Word.  Thus the Word saved us from eternal hell.  Healing begins with the Word.  “He sent His Word and healed them” (Psalm 107: 20).   Everything begins with the Word.

In my dialogue with God this morning He asked me what the Word means to me.  “Well,” I said, “it is salvation and mercy and grace and life and ....”  Even as I answered though, I could feel that I wasn’t expressing what it really means to me.  You see, when I need to reach God I usually meet Him over the Word the way the priests of old used to meet Him over Him over the mercy seat.  I heard the father speak to me.  “Don’t answer with your mind.  Tell me what is in your heart about the Word.”  I stopped and regarded my heart and it took only a moment for this one Word to well up within me.  “Love. The Word is love.”  Today’s verse tells us that the Word is God and we know from 1 John4: 8 that God is love.  Therefore, the Word is love.  “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us” (1 John 3: 16).  So it seems that love is the Word and the Word was sent to us to heal us, save us, redeem, restore and help us.  Everything that God is, everything that He wants to do for us is embodied in the Word.  That is why the Word is so powerful.  It is the power of God in the person of Jesus, our Christ and savior.

It grieves me to see the Word given so little attention at times.  Christians and even ministers are not clinging to it as we ought even though our destiny is to be wedded to the Word.  How is Jesus to come for his bride when we love not His incarnation in and through the Word?  We are abandoning our love and as we do we forsake the blessing and authority that is its substance.  If you have not given the Word a prominent space in your life then you are depriving yourself of the victory which is the meat of the Word.  Our blessed Father is sending His love to us through His Word.  He transmits everything we need through the Word which is alive and came into the earth to save us all.  You cannot separate Jesus from the Word.  Any attempt to do so results in our disabling the power of Jesus in our lives.

Whatever you do, whatever you are given to do, whether the task be gigantic or commonplace, begin it all with the Word.  It is the grace for success in your job, business, marriage, relationships with your children, and every other aspect of life.  One Word from God can (and will) change your life forever.  Get into the book and let God speak to His Words of encouragement and affection to you.  Open your heart and let Him speak His Word right into your heart.  It is with your heart that you first accepted the Word, Jesus, into your life unto salvation.  Now let Him speak a new Word into your life.  Whatever you need, He is right there with the Word to bring it to pass.  Be blessed; be filled, in the name of Jesus, our Lord.

2002. Monday, April 20, 2015

Confidence

Hebrews 10: 35

Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.

Confidence is important.  It often affects our performance.  This is a kind of self-confidence; confidence in our training, knowledge and skills.  There is another kind of confidence too.  It is confidence in our salvation, our relationship with the Father and ultimately confidence in Him.  This confidence really does have great rewards.

Your behaviors are significantly affected by your measure of confidence.  I think of basketball players who shoot because they have confidence in their skills and they keep on shooting even if they miss their first five shots.  Confidence causes you to act differently than you would if your confidence is low.  You make that sales call, believing you will get the sale.  Sometimes it is that confidence that gets you the sale.

Well, our confidence in God works the same way.  We behave differently because we have great belief.  Perhaps we pray for someone.  Perhaps we have the boldness to take a step that the Father has spoken to us because we have confidence in Him and believe that He is backing us up.  When we act in the confidence we have in the Father it is called faith.  You do what you wouldn’t do otherwise because you believe in the one who is backing you up.  And brother when you act out of the confidence that you have in the Lord, it pays huge dividends.

Is it easy?  Not always, but it is rewarding.  No one has ever done anything great without taking a risk.  Think of some of the ministers you know and the awesome success they are enjoying.  You know they went through times of fear and doubt but ultimately they let their self-doubt receded behind their faith in the Almighty.  Their confidence in Him and His ability carried the day.  I marvel at these folks and how they have walked on the water.  It is so inspiring because they have not done anything that you and I cannot do.  They haven’t succeeded because of their great intellect or because of their great skill.   They have attained great heights because they trusted the Word of the Lord.  They were willing.  They were bold enough to step out on that Word and trust God to be capable.  Their success is because of God.  The difference in some of us and them is that they were willing to step out in their confidence in God and we have not been . . . until today.

Today is a new day.  We can express our confidence in the Mighty One.  When we do, the reward is great.  I don’t say it is easy.  I am just saying let’s do it anyway.  We don’t even have to believe in ourselves.  We just have to have confidence in Him.  So, how far can we stretch today?  What would Dad like to do with our faith in Him?  This can get really fun.  It’s kinda like a roller coaster; it’s a little frightening as you get started but oh so exhilarating and then once the ride is over you want to do it again.

2003. Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Glory, Glory

2 Thessalonians 2: 14
And it was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Wow!  Does that say what I think it says; God called us so that we could gain the glory of our Lord Jesus?  It seems to so.  What does this mean to us?

In my early days I thought God called me so that I could go to work for Him.  I constantly questioned God as to what I should do for Him.  I had no idea that He called us to Himself so that He could crown us with glory.  How could He possibly mean to give me the glory of Christ?

Our Father has been at work for centuries paving the way for us to become children.  He was not looking to make us servants?  He was looking to make us heirs of His kingdom.  That is a lot to bite off for some of us.  I was comfortable serving Him but when He wanted to promote me or worse, spend intimate time with me as His own beloved child, I ran.  Then one day I had what I call a prophetic dream and Dad showed me our dynamic.  Honestly, I didn’t realize that was my stance with Him.  It was a true eye opener.  I awoke still in the moment.  The dream didn’t fade but rather stayed with me all day.  I was grieved down to my bones seeing the face of the Father as I rejected Him time after time.  I thought I was being humble and honoring Him with my service but that was smoke and mirrors.  The truth was I was afraid.  Now, I don’t admit to being afraid very often but I can’t think of anything else.  It was a fear of intimacy with Him specifically.  I was afraid that if I let down my guard, He would let me down.  I was a victim of my own bad theology and bad teaching of some others too.  No one ever told me that He was trying to wrap me in His glory.  They told me He was trying to make me strong.  Well, I was plenty strong enough, thank you very much.  But that was a lie and now I know who the liar is.  Maybe that is part of the reason I hate lies so much.  They steal life from us and they are everyone right from the pit of hell.

So here is the truth and I hope you can handle it better than I could.  Your Father loves you and His goal, His purpose is to shroud you in His glory: the glory of the Father, the glory of the Son and the Glory of the Holy Spirit.  You, my beloved, are the fourth appointed for this glory.  Be more spiritually mature than was I.  Allow the Father to wrap you in His arms and in His glory.  He wants to bless you, honor and promote you.  He wants to rain His glory down on you so that all will know that you are a child of the Most High.  Get a big revelation of the Father’s adoration for you and His deep desire to set you in high places.  You are meant for glory.  
2004. Wednesday, April 22, 2015

(reused 2/19/09)
from Authority

Titus 3: 1

Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed.

This passage says a lot and requires a lot.  We are reminded that we are subject to authority.  God has placed each and every one of us under the authority of someone else.  Now that is something that really rankles in today’s society.  We are becoming a nation of fierce individualists who have only our own interest in our mind.  Paul is telling Titus to remind those in his charge that we are not the sun in our own solar system.  We are part of organizations and groups.  We are under authority at work, in our families, our churches and every other human institution as well as in the body of Christ.  We are encouraged to be submissive and obedient to those authority figures.  Instead of constantly putting ourselves at the top of the pyramid, we are to recognize those people who God has put in authority over us.  We are to subject ourselves to their authority.  As mature Christians, we learn to be grateful for those people and support them as they pour themselves out for us.  As leaders, we must humbly and reverently concern ourselves with the well-being of those God has put in our charge.  Who are the people in your life that God has placed in authority?  Stop grumbling about them and what you think they should do better and subject yourself willingly and prayerfully to their service.  God has placed them there for your benefit not for ill.  Pray daily for those people because they are caring burdens for you.  Fulfill the will of God and the call of Christ by so doing.

2005. Thursday, April 23, 2015

Set Apart

2 Thessalonians 2: 13

But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  

Before time began, in the beginning when there was only the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, God chose you and predestined you for salvation.  That is some good news and you could use a little good news.  There has never been a moment throughout all of history that your Father has not has His mind on you.  He predetermined when you would be born and He awaited that moment with great anticipation.  

By the grace and love of God you have been set apart, sanctified, to God.  You were chosen.  The love of God and the Spirit have called you out and you have been called specifically to this point of time.  Your sanctification is by the Spirit of God and your belief, your faith in the truth.

The truth is a constant guide for us.  Thy word is truth (John 17: 17).  Jesus is the truth (John 14:6).  The truth has set us apart and we are set apart for the truth.  A lie will never lead us into our appointment.  The devil is the father of lies (John 8: 44).  Lies are what lead us away from our ordained position in Christ.  That is what happened to Adam and Eve, they believed the lie instead of following the truth.  They lost their way and lost their pre-ordained appointment with God.  They were in the most enviable of positions but lost it all because they entertained the lie instead of adhering to the truth.

We all are in the same position today.  We have been ordained, set apart, for such a time as this.  Each one of us has a God anointed and ordained position in His family.  We have been sanctified for this purpose by the Holy Spirit of God.  Ultimately, though, it is our choice whom we shall serve.  Shall we follow the truth and accept our inheritance through Christ who is Lord?  Will we turn our eyes to the Word of truth and fill our spirits with the life of Jesus?  Or, will we follow the lie?  The world constantly floods our environment with the lies and fear.  And those words can be very enticing and, of course, they appear to be the truth if we don’t hold them up to the light because the devil is a deceiver.  He makes the false look true and the truth to look ridiculous.  It takes an effort to follow the truth but that is why Jesus gave us the Spirit.  He will always lead us in the truth and pave the way to our glorious position in the Father.  

Your faith in the truth has set you apart for God’s glory.  Never take your eyes off of that which saves.

2006. Friday, April 24, 2015

Investment Return

Matthew 13: 23

And the one on whom seed was sown on good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit, and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.

This verse is from the famous parable of the seed.  It is such a great expression of the kingdom of God.  One of the things that has always struck me about this verse, though, is that Jesus mentioned the hundredfold return first.  Then, as if he knew that some people could not receive a hundred fold he said, “Okay, sixty fold.”  Still there were some who could not believe for a sixty fold return on seed so he said, “Alright, some will receive thirty fold.”  It has made me wonder for years where we could have gone on the other end if we could believe.  Would Jesus speak about a thousand fold return with someone who has faith for big returns?

I think sometimes of the stock market and other investments.  We all want the largest return on our investment that we can get.  If an investment broker offered us a 30%, 60% or 100% return on our money I am pretty sure each of us would choose 100%.  So what happens to our thinking when Jesus starts talking about the return on seed sown?  Does something about that short circuit our brain patterns?

The first instance of this crop is that the word has been sown as seed to us.  Are we fertile soil which produces a crop?  The good soil, which is the person who receives the word, brings forth a crop.  Some people produce a small crop, others produce a large crop.  The second instance of the parable is the seed that we sow back.  Those from a farming background will tell us that some of the crop is saved in order to sow for the next crop.  We take what Jesus first gave us and sow it back into the kingdom so that others may hear the word.  Now, we have invested in the kingdom.  What return should you expect on your investment.  Here is where people get a little choked but you see, Jesus is expecting every seed to yield at least a 30% return and for those who can believe he is willing to double the investment.  That alone becomes a very interesting proposition.  

In the book of Exodus we discover that when a man is caught stealing he must repay double (Exodus 22: 4).  Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijah’s anointing and got it (2 Kings 2: 9).  And in Isaiah 61: 7 we are promised a double portion for our former shame.  So, the double portion would not have sounded remarkable to the Jews to whom Jesus spoke.  None the less, he kept backing down to reach the belief level of others there, or at least that is my theory.  

My point is this.  First we should give Jesus a hundred fold return on his investment.  We are to produce fruit and every fruit bearing tree or bush gives off much more than that which was planted.  Secondly, we should eagerly invest in the kingdom of God from the harvest of our fruit and we should expect a hundredfold return.  Those who sow, ought to reap.  It would be a perversion otherwise.  We shouldn’t get all choked up and “Holy” when it comes to investment and return.  After all, Jesus is Jewish and he knows how money works.  This is the guy who could get money from a fish’s mouth.  He isn’t going to freak out if we want to talk about money.  It certainly didn’t seem to bother him when Peter asked him about money for the taxes.  Jesus was so cool.  He just said, “Go fishin” and that was all the advice Peter needed.

Invest in the kingdom.  That is God’s will for us all but also expect a big return.

2007. Monday, April 27, 2015
The Welcome Mat

Ezekiel 33: 11

“Say to them, ‘As I live!’ declares the Lord God, ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live.’”

God isn’t into punishment.  He is in to salvation.  He desires that none should perish.  That is why He sent His Son, so that every person may be saved.  

We get skewed ideas of God sometimes, that He is full of hate and contempt.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  He is love but there are a lot of people in the world who cannot perceive of love nor accept love so they remake God in their image rather than accepting Him as He is.  Because they are unlovely, unworthy to be loved, they make God a hateful, unloving God.

Another problem is that God gets the blame when things go wrong.  Satan has done an amazing job of camouflaging himself.  He has become almost invisible and intentionally so.  There are many people who do not recognize his existence any longer.  One person told me that she does not believe in the existence of evil.  Look around!  How can one truly not understand that there are evil actors in the world?  Furthermore, some folks get really nervous when you talk, or even teach, about the devil.  This has helped him to run around stealing, killing and destroying with impunity.  It is even worse than that.  Not only does he get away with it, all too often God gets the blame.  Satan scores twice with one swipe.  And it is not only the unsaved, the uninitiated who criticize God for Satan’s evil deeds, we Christians are guilty of it too.  I ought to know.  I blamed God for my sports injuries and troubles.  I was helped along by Christians who told me that God was doing these things to me in order to make me strong.  What a horrible and wrong teaching.  God uses love to strengthen you.  He doesn’t blow out your knees in order to make your faith and trust in Him stronger.  It only takes a small exercise of logic to figure that one out.  

Another common mistake is to judge Christianity by Christians.  We are still flawed and make mistakes all of the time.  It isn’t very logical when you think about it to judge God by the behavior of people but it is a pretty natural thing to do.  Any human institution is going to suffer from the growing pains of its members but God is perfect and so is His love.  We certainly are ambassadors for the kingdom of God whether or not we wish to be.  A true seeker, though, should exercise wisdom and seek the face of God.  I will promise you this.  You will not see the face of God and walk away from Him.  When a person seeks God they find love and acceptance.  When they look at us they sometimes find judgment and condemnation.  That is not God’s way.  While we are learning to walk and act like God, the wise person will look to Him rather than to judge Him by what they see in us.  Actually, if one really thought about it, the fact that the Father loves us enough to accept us should speak volumes about His love.  The unsaved ought to look at Christians and say, “If God can love and accept them, then He will most certainly love me.”  And it is true.  There is no person on this earth that He does not love and wish to spend eternity with.  Think of the most vile person you know.  God’s will, His heart’s desire, is to save that person and give him a home in heaven.

2008. Tuesday, April 28, 2015
Show Me You Love Me

John 14: 23 – 24

Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him.  He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.”

Would you like a test for the maturity of your Christianity?  Well, here it is, delivered by Jesus himself.  He told his followers, “Hey look, if you are going to be a follower of mine then you must keep my word.”  That is why generations upon generations of believers have honored the Bible.  If we are true Christians, i.e. followers of Christ, then we evidence, not only a reverence for the Bible but more importantly we follow its precepts and teachings.  We are not followers of law but rather we live the Word.  The answer is not in feeding the poor and housing widows.  That is all good but the unsaved do that also.  Those works are from a human ethos and will not buy our way into heaven nor show our love and devotion to Jesus.  He said if we love him, we will keep his word.

I would posit that the first step to keeping his word is reading his word.  How many “believers” do you know who never pick up the Bible.  Frankly, there is a catastrophic epidemic of non-believing believers.  How can we believe if we never read the book?  In what do we believe?  

The second step is to do what we see there.  For example, the Bible teaches us to pray for those who persecute us and mistreat us.  Do we do that?  There are hundreds of places, literally, in the Bible which tell us not to be afraid.  Do we ever battle the fear that attacks us?  God said to lay hands on the sick and pray for them.  Are we praying for the sick?  This is not about perfection, nor about those times we fail. It is about intending to live what we learn from the Bible.  Jesus is quite strong on this point.  He says that if we do not keep his word then we don’t love him.  It is just that simple.

Christian faith doesn’t have to be complicated.  Jesus didn’t give us a laundry list of things to do.  He gave us one commandment – love others as he himself loved us.  Then he said, if you love me, you will keep my word.  Honestly, that is pretty simple.  If we love him, then we will find out what his word says and keep it in our hearts.  If we do not do so then we may well have reason to question whether or not we really do love him.  The prayer we prayed for salvation is not a ticket to get into heaven.  It is a marriage proposal.  And we engage our love through the Word.  That’s it.  Nothing else will do.

2009. Wednesday, April 29, 2015

Human Sacrifice

Romans 12: 1

I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

This passage is so familiar that we often fail to look at the words.  This isn’t just a call to present your body to God.  There is more to it than that.  This is a form of worship.  It is part of our service to God.  Note how urgently Paul entreats his followers.  He seems to think this is very important.  He tells us to present our bodies as a living and holy sacrifice.  If I sacrifice my body to God’s service then that must mean that I am giving up some level of control.  My body is no longer my own.  Isn’t that right?  We are no longer our own.  We have been purchased with a price, the blood of Jesus (Revelation 5: 9).  Further, this offering is meant to be a sacrifice which is acceptable to God.  What does that mean?  People have many answers to that question, you hopefully will find your own, but one way to think about it is that I will not take God’s body anywhere I should not.  It also seems that it would mean that when I use this body, I use it in ways that are consistent with the Word of God.  And I would mention that when we present our bodies to God it means that we give each part, all members of our bodies to God.  That means even our tongues.  What we say ought to edify the Father and His children.  

I wish to give you one other perspective on giving your body to God.  I recently made a long bike ride.  In the last eight miles it started getting tough.  Well, the Father and I have a running deal that the last three miles are His.  He helps me through all the other miles but that last three are His alone.  Well, with eight miles to go I started praying.  I said, “Dad, it looks like you are going to have to take the last eight miles today.”  That presented no problem to Him at all.  I started releasing everything to Him and then I said, “Father, I give you my legs.”  Wow!  An epiphany went off in my head.  I received a revelation of God’s healing and energizing power flowing into my legs and of Him using my legs to power that bike.  I tell you I am getting thrilled again just writing to you about it.  

When we present our bodies we need to present each and every part.  Don’t just present your body as a whole.  Give Him your eyes and then look out through those eyes with Him.  Look at your hands and give them to Him.  How does your back feel?  Give Him your back.  Give all to Him and what you will find is that He just multiplies your sacrifices and offerings back to you a hundredfold.    I don’t know when we will ever let this hundredfold return on our offerings really sink in but it is right there in our bodies as well as our pocketbooks.  Every time Dad demands an offering or a gift it is because He wants to do something for you.  If you will give Him your body you will receive it back in much better working order.  He has healing in His hands so whatever you put into His hands comes out with healing in it.  Hey, that wouldn’t be bad for our pocketbooks either, would it?

Well, the moral of the story is that I had a great ride.  I completed my first 50 mile ride ever and my average speed was as high as for a 25 mile ride.  And that is not all.  The next day I was not sore at all.  In fact, I walked on the treadmill the next day.  It wasn’t in my strength but, hallelujah, when I am weak, then I am strong. Think I will give the sacrifice of my body on the next ride.

2010. Thursday, 30, 2015

Meaning in Omnipresence

Psalm 139: 7

Where can I go from Your Spirit?  Or where can I flee from Your presence.

We commonly accept that God is omnipresent, existing everywhere at once.  If you want a scriptural basis for this concept you wouldn’t go wrong with today’s verse.  God’s omnipresence can mean many things for you.  If you have been lonely, know that He is with you always.  It might help someone else avoid sin knowing that God will witness it.  I want to take you to a different place today but in keeping with the thoughts and ideas from yesterday’s examination of Romans 12: 1.

I believe that when we think of God being everywhere we often imagine Him in the empty spaces of our environment.  Think about where you are right now.  Do you imagine God is somewhere in the room or everywhere in the room?  Does He fill all the space where there is nothing else: no furniture, people, computers, lamps, etc.?  I would like to explore another idea.

Let’s think about your body.  Are you porous or non-porous?  We are porous right, meaning that we have pores and are therefore, absorbent.  Body lotions would have little effect if we couldn’t absorb them into our skin.  Now imagine yourself surrounded by the Holy Spirit of God.  Can you absorb Him?  Think of the inside of your body.  We know that the Holy Spirit now resides within us; God has made His abode within us as His new temple.  Where does He live?  Do you imagine empty places within you which the Spirit occupies?  

I would like to propose another idea.  Imagine the Holy Spirit of God being absorbed into your tissues, your molecules and even the atoms that make up every fiber of your body.  Do you have an injury?  Suppose you had a back injury.  We learned yesterday to give our bodies to God and even to make our gifts specific so give Him your back and then invite Him to fill your back with His presence.  He is omnipresent.  He exists everywhere, not just where other things are not.  See God insinuating Himself into every muscle fiber, every bone, all cartilage, tissue and fluid in your back.  Think of that.  See the Holy Spirit indwelling your spinal column, filling you with His radiant power and glory.  This is the radiation treatment we need, the Holy Spirit indwelling every fiber of our being right down to the smallest sub-atomic particle.  

He is the life (John 14: 6), so the more we allow ourselves to be filled up with Him the more we are filled with life.  It makes perfect sense doesn’t it?  Jesus said he came to give us abundant life (John 10: 10).  He also said that He and the Father would come and make their abode with us (John 14: 23).  Then doesn’t it just make sense that allowing them to fill us is going to be a life-giving proposition.  But I have one caveat.  I would not suggest this is a once and for all prayer.  We ought to be praying this every day over our bodies.  What I have found is that as I grow spiritually I find additional ways to allow the Father to fill me more.  I also, unfortunately, discover places that I have not allowed Him to indwell even though I thought I gave all.  We have sentries posted that we have forgotten about.  Some of them have been there for a long time.  As you retire the sentries and allow God into those barred rooms and spaces you will always experience new life and renewed life.

So, allow God’s omnipresence to be more than God with you.  He is with you, around you and in you.  Let this revelation comfort you and work healing in your body.

2011. Friday, May 1, 2015

Fountain of Knowledge

Proverb 1: 7

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.

I have been blessed to sit under a teaching where we are learning how great men of science have relied on God for their scientific inspiration and discovery.  We have learned that we can be as brilliant as Einstein if we will avail ourselves of the same tools he used.  No, perhaps we won’t have an IQ as high as Einstein’s but we can receive the knowledge of God through meditation and reliance on the Holy Spirit just like he and others have.

Revering the Lord is what connects us to that unlimited source of wisdom and knowledge.  It is almost like hooking up a water hose to the faucet.  There is constant availability for each need.  All we have to do is turn on the tap and the knowledge flows.  Interestingly enough, there is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit called the word of knowledge (1 Corinthians 12: 8).  The same verse tells us that there is also a word of wisdom.  The point is that God isn’t withholding wisdom and knowledge.  He is trying to get them to us.  So much so that part of the Holy Spirit’s mission in the earth is to help us to receive them.

In James 1: 5 we are told if we lack wisdom we should ask of God “who freely gives to all men generously and without reproach.”  There is no reason we should go through our days, our jobs or our lives lacking the knowledge and wisdom we need.  In fact, Solomon tells us that only fools despise wisdom and instruction.  Which brings up another point, although the beginning of wisdom and knowledge is a reverential attitude towards the Holy One, there are multiple avenues through which God will deliver wisdom and knowledge.  We have already seen that the Holy Spirit is equipped with multiple tools for conveying God’s wisdom but we must recognize that those gifts are exercised by the Holy Spirit through a human being.  The anointing of God speaks through people just as God spoke through Solomon when Solomon wrote this proverb.  God has also set teachers and others in the body for our edification and instruction.    The Lord has given wisdom to people who can transfer those divine insights to us if we will not be foolish.

Lastly, let us not forget two other important ways God conveys His knowledge and wisdom to us.  One is meditation.  As we meditate on God and His Word the Holy Spirit speaks directly to our spirits giving us precise information for our specific need.  Secondly, God speaks to us through His Word.  He will lead you to a scripture that speaks to your situation or cause a scripture to practically jump off of the page at you.  The main point to appreciate is that God wants to get His wisdom and knowledge to you.  It all begins with a heart turned to God, seeking Him, seeking His face.  

2012. Monday, May 4, 2015

Extraordinary Spirit
Daniel 6: 3

Then this Daniel began distinguishing himself among the commissioners and satraps because he possessed an extraordinary sprit, and the king planned to appoint him over the entire kingdom.

Doesn’t this sound a bit familiar?  I am reminded of the story of Joseph.  Both Daniel and Joseph rose from slavery in a foreign country to become leaders in those foreign lands.  It is one thing to become great among your own people in your own land but it truly is something extraordinary to rise to the very top level of influence in a country not your own.  How much more impressive is it that these men were taken from their country against their will and yet rose to the very pinnacle of success.  What made them so special?  What made this possible?  This verse answers that question.  They were possessed of an extraordinary spirit.

God promised humanity that He would pour out His Spirit on all mankind (Joel 2: 28).  But that pouring out did not occur until after Daniel’s and Joseph’s life.  In fact, the promised out pouring came after Jesus arose from the dead (See Acts 2).  We are blessed to be living in the Age of the Holy Spirit.  That causes me to consider these men’s lives and great success in a different light.  The scripture says that Daniel succeeded because he was possessed of an extraordinary spirit.  What then could be said of those who live today?  God has now chosen us as the Holy Temple rather than a building in Jerusalem.  He has come and made His abode with us, at least for those who love him and keep his word (John 14: 23).  So, truly, we are possessed of an extraordinary spirit.  Yes?  Jesus, speaking of the Holy Spirit said, “... that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you” (John 14: 17).  We have the most excellent Spirit living within us and this Holy Spirit, this Spirit of Truth is the power of God.  He is the creative force of the Father which was brooding over the nothingness and at a word from God created the earth and every plant and animal in it (Genesis 1).    There is therefore now nothing which is impossible for us.  If Daniel and Joseph could rule foreign nations, rise to the very top of management of a whole nation, each of which was the most affluent and prosperous of their time, when they did not have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, then what can we do?  What can we not do?  This is huge!  

We have to learn how to allow the Holy Spirit to work in our lives.  You can communicate with Him and I believe you should.  He is God, you know.  I have discovered that He will speak back to you.  He will answer you.  He will lead you and guide you.  This should be “Mission 2015” to get to know the Holy Spirit personally.  There are enormous revelations awaiting us.  Let us come to know this extraordinary spirit which lives within us.  Let us develop communion and a relationship with Him.  Become Daniel in your town.  

2013. Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Spiritual Push-ups

Daniel 6: 10

... and he continued kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as he had been doing previously.

We understand that Daniel was possessed of an extraordinary spirit (Daniel 6: 3).  We may even go so far as to speculate that his great advantage was the Holy Spirit even though the outpouring of the Spirit had not yet occurred.  However, we know there is more to the story because not everyone was operating in the kind of success that Daniel was.  Additionally, we recognize different levels of cooperation with the Spirit of God today even though we all have the same access to him.  So, my question is, what made Daniel different and how can we learn from him so that we can experience the same level of success he did.

We know that God is not one to show partiality (Acts 10: 34).  Whatever He has done for one person He will do for another.  So why aren’t we all demonstrating and people saying of us that we are possessed of an extraordinary spirit?  I believe at least part of the answer is found here in today’s verse.  Daniel made a habit of praying to God three times a day.  Can we be honest?  How many of us can say that we pray at least once a day every day?  Daniel regularly spent time with God and seeking God.

We are a triune being made in the image of God.  We are spirit, soul and body.  Well, we certainly take efforts to develop our bodies.  We spend time developing our soul too which is our mind, will and emotions.   It seems reasonable, then, that our spirits can be developed too.  One of the ways Daniel developed his spirit was to spend time in prayer.  This cannot be rote prayers though.  We aren’t really seeking God when we just repeat prayers but time spent seeking God’s leading and just seeking His face does help us develop spiritually.  How else might we develop our spirits?  Certainly, reading the Bible thoughtfully is effective.  Again, we don’t gain by just reading the Bible like it is homework that just has to be completed.  We read it thoughtfully and prayerfully allowing the Holy Spirit to minister its meaning to us.  You may read only a small passage and yet get volumes from it.  Certainly praise and worship minister to our spirits as well.  

However you commune with God the time spent with Him will help you to develop spiritually and as your spirit develops you will find it increasingly easy to hear Him and be led according to His guidance.  Stay on this path and soon you will be a great overcomer just like Daniel.

2014. Wednesday, May 6, 2015
Land of Contempt

Isaiah 9: 1

But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles.

There has been a great reconciliation going on since the time of Jesus.  God has always had it in His heart that ALL peoples should be welcomed into the family, even the Gentiles.  When Jesus was eight days old he was taken to the temple in Jerusalem and a devout man named Simeon took Jesus into his arms and under the anointing of the Holy Spirit proclaimed that he was “A light of revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke 2: 32).   Jesus even came from a Gentile land as we see above.  

Though certain lands appear to be cursed and the lands of undesirable people God has a plan for reconciliation.  People often divide the world into “we” and “they” but God loves everyone.  He sees everyone as a child of His.  Some children do not honor their parents and run off in defiance but God loves one and all.  

We too once were errant children but many of us were fortunate to live in a land blessed by God, a land known by God and where God is known.  But even as Jesus came from the other side of Jordan so will many others and they will find the grace of God awaiting them.  There is no one too far gone that God cannot save.  His hand is not too short to reach into lands treated with contempt and bring out children.  Let us pray for the Lord of the Harvest to touch and save our friends, family and others who are figuratively living across the Jordan.   Let us also pray for those lands which are estranged from God that they may find truth, love and mercy.  There is darkness but the light is much greater.

2015. Thursday, May 7, 2015
Praise in Place of Fear

Isaiah 9: 2 – 4

The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them.  Thou shalt multiply the nation, thou shalt increase their gladness; they will be glad in Thy presence as with the gladness of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide spoil.  For Thou shalt break the yoke of their burden and the staff on their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor as at the battle of Midian.

Many people look upon the last days as days of darkness and they are afraid.  Well, in truth, there will be great darkness and even now that is the case but the light prevails.  I have read the end of the book as have you.  We know how the story ends.  Although there is great darkness in the world the light is even greater.  Where darkness touches the earth, the light shall increase and shall disperse the dark for there cannot be darkness in the light.  Do not fear days of darkness.  Jesus is the light and He reigns!

Think of Paul walking on the Damascus road.  Now there was a fellow who walked in darkness but behold, a great light came upon him and he was saved.  There will be glory and praise in the lands of darkness because when the light comes there is no greater joy experienced by mankind.  

These people are under a yoke of deception and oppression but Jesus came to set all people free.  There is liberty in Jesus and he is going to break the yoke off of their shoulders.  Even today, people are getting set free all over the world even in dark countries.

We have a part in this great prophecy.  First, we must not fear the dark.  We should glory in the light rather than fear the dark.  It is all about where our eyes are trained.  If we are in fear rather than faith it simply means that we are looking at the wrong thing.  Take your eyes off of the darkness and put them on the Son of light.  Then your gladness will increase as the noonday sun.  Secondly, pray for all peoples in all lands.  There is great deception at work but the Son is the light and the truth.  Where he is there can be no darkness and he breaks off the chains of lies.  Third, there is great cause for celebration and praise.  Glory in the Father of light.  Shout His name and sing His praises for He is good and He has caused truth and light to be revealed in this earth.  Glory to the Father!

2016. Friday, May 8, 2015

Shipwrecked

Acts 27: 11

But the centurion was more persuaded by the pilot and the captain of the ship, than by what was being said by Paul.

What a statement.  It is also a precise commentary on our times!

Paul was on a ship being taken to Rome.  With difficulty the ship reached a place called Fair Havens.  It seems to me that a place called Fair Havens might have been a good place for them to have waited out the storms.  Paul told the Centurion not to sail because God had forewarned him about the impending danger should they continue.  However, the centurion gave greater weight to the testimony of the captain and pilot than he did Paul.  The next caption in the story is “shipwrecked”.  They lost all their cargo and the ship.

I like to think that I would have listened when Paul spoke knowing, as I do, that he heard the voice of God but in truth we see the same dynamic played every day.  People give heed to the voice and advice of the world rather than listening to the leading of God.  We have the Bible pointing out the way, Jesus, the Holy Spirit and anointed women and men of God, prophets who have been given the word of truth to give us.  Still, we listen to the doctors, TV news and even our heathen brother-in-law rather than to the Word of the living God.  It is a crime, a travesty and dare I say, a sin. The next thing you know we are shipwrecked and we wonder what happened.  “Didn’t you promise to meet my needs and protect me,” we ask the Lord, but we never wait around to hear Him say, “I tried to keep you from making that choice knowing it would lead to shipwreck but you wouldn’t listen to me, didn’t want to hear what I was saying.”

The truth is, most of us give more attention and weight to worldly advice, to the advice of mere men, than we do to the Word of the Lord.  A prophet comes to us and says, “This is the Word of the Lord” and we scoff.  We have little respect for our spiritual leaders and teachers.  We may at times act like we honor them but when it comes to what we will be persuaded by many of us are like this centurion.  It is how we were raised and has become habit.

But you are cut out of a different cloth, out of the very raiment of Jesus.  You can make better choices.  You can choose who you will allow to influence you.  Will it be the world or the Lord?  Although you don’t have Paul on the ship with you, you do have the Word of God and the Holy Spirit who was sent to be your guide.  Give this a hard think today.  To whom are you listening?  Who is persuading you and guiding your actions?  Are you allowing God to speak to you or are you being led by a person.  Well, the captain and the pilot of the ship may seem to be authoritative voices and experienced sailors but God knows all and He loves you.

2017. Monday, May 11, 2015

Leadership Through Encouragement

Hebrews 3: 13

But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

We all need encouragement and by this verse we might conclude that we need it daily.  People need to hear that they are a blessing or that they are doing things well.  I am learning that leaders are encouragers.  Several times this spring God has impressed upon that a large part of leadership is encouraging others.  I can’t say that I knew that before.  I’ve probably heard it but it certainly never sank in.  Now I see that encouragement is a key piece of leadership and effective management.

As the Father has impressed this on me I began to ask why we are not naturally better at encouraging others.  I have concluded that we are not good encouragers because we are so needy ourselves.  We are working so hard at getting what we need and what we want that we have little time or inclination to attend to the needs of others.  It is not that we do not wish to be sources of light.  It is just that we are consumed with our own stuff.  We don’t even look up at others and attempt to be a blessing to them.  

However, think of the people that are encouragers in your life.  Their emails and phone calls are like a breath of fresh air aren’t they?  You really know who these people are.  They are the first ones to tell you that you did a good job.  They compliment your work, your attire and everything they can find which is well done.  And yet these people will never lie to you.  They seem to know the value of speaking the truth.  They won’t tell you something is excellent unless it is and that makes their praise even more valuable.  Another thing about them is that you never have to solicit their compliments.  They are free with earned praise.  We love having these people in our lives.  Now the next step is to become like them.  

My sense is that this is an expression of the love and kindness of our Father.  Encouragers have received the love of God in their hearts and they are compelled to share it with others.  It just flows out from them like a river.  They don’t seem to strain, they don’t have to concoct a compliment or cogitate over it.  It just flows out from them easily and freely.  They are satisfied that God loves them so their striving is done.  They are no longer grabbing for all the comfort they can get so they are able to lift their eyes off of themselves and see the grace, beauty and hard work of others.  They have peace in their souls so that they can hear the Father’s words of encouragement bubbling up inside them; then they ever so effortlessly just release those words into the lives of others.  

Today I wish to celebrate all those people who extend themselves to others to keep us encouraged.  I also wish to offer a prayer for all of us that our Father would fill our needy souls with the certainty of His abundant love and acceptance for us.  Lastly I wish to exhort each one of you to speak a word of encouragement to someone today.  Perhaps we could even make it a goal to encourage one person a day every day.   

2018. Tuesday, May 12, 2015
Talking to Rocks

Numbers 20: 8, 11

Take the rod; and you and your brother Aaron assemble the congregation and speak to the rock before their eyes, that it may yield its water.  You shall thus bring forth water for them out of the rock and let the congregation and their beasts drink.  Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came for abundantly and the congregation and their beasts drank.

This is undoubtedly one of the hardest lessons for us to learn.  Moses sure learned it the hard way.  God told him to speak to the rock and the rock would then yield its water.  Moses, instead, struck the rock with his rod.  It was an act of pure defiance and it cost Moses dearly.  Because he disobeyed God, striking the rock instead of speaking to it, Moses was not allowed to go into the land of promise.

I don’t believe Moses was kept out of the Promised Land as some form of punishment.  I think God couldn’t use Moses to take the people into the Promised Land.  God was teaching His people that you must speak to your mountains if you want them to move.  When they finally did enter into the Promised Land behind Joshua they took Jericho with obedience and a shout.  God knew what lay ahead and He had a plan to turn over the land to the Israelites.  In order to receive their new land the Israelites need to learn obedience, when to speak and when not to speak.  There is a deep message here and it has a great deal to do with the words of our mouth.  

Our words are containers for God’s power.  However, if we cannot marshal our tongues then He cannot give us His power.  When God instructed the people to march around Jericho He also gave them explicit directions about when to keep silent and when to speak.  When the appropriate time came they were instructed to shout.  Then the walls of Jericho fell at their feet and all they did was march, obey and speak.

Jesus told us to speak to our mountains in the same way that the Israelites spoke to those walls.  (Matthew 17: 20, Matthew 21: 21, Mark 11: 23).  He learned from his father that the way to get water from a rock or to get a problem to desist was to speak to it.  This is the lesson we must learn if we would live the life of success and grace that Jesus meant for us.  Jesus did not say that if we would pray to the Father the mountain would get up and jump in the sea.  Now I believe most earnestly in prayer but I am also fervent about doing what Jesus said.  That means that I must eventually embrace this notion of speaking to the rock and commanding it to give me water, and talking to that mountain and ordering it into the sea.

I do not expect this teaching to be comfortable.  It isn’t to me but I understand that this is where a great number of us are missing it with God.  He has told us to speak to the rock and we’re running around hitting it with a stick.  There is a time to pray.  There is a time to seek.  There is also, though, a time to speak to that mountain and this we must learn.  Whatever that mountain is that is blocking your way, start speaking to it in the name of Jesus.  Tell it what the Word says and tell it to move out of the way.  It has to obey.  

2019. Wednesday, May 13, 2015

I Know the Way

John 14: 6

I am the way . . . 

This is more than a salvation message; it is for everyday.

Jesus is the way to heaven.  We all know that but he is also the solution to everyday problems.  It is so easy for our life with Jesus to slip into the background.  Everyday has so much of its own busyness and trials that those things end up in the foreground of our minds.  Increasingly our walk with Jesus ends up being a passive relationship.  Well, Jesus wants to know that not only can he help with all of the matters of the day but also that he is willing.  In fact, he is more than willing.  He wants to be involved in every aspect of our lives.

Our work life is harder than it need be.  Jesus said he can take that burden and make it light (Matthew 11: 28 - 30).  I keep proving this to myself because the days that I really give to the lord and allow him to lead me all day are amazingly less challenging than the days which I do in my own strength.  Some days I just go straight to my computer and start working without even pausing to say, “Good morning Lord.”  Man, that is a predictor of how the day is going to go.  On those days it seems that I work hard all day and get little accomplished.  Then there are the other days when I really do let him be Lord of my day.  The ease of those days is almost measurable.  So, I wish I would learn this lesson once and for all – give the Lord everything; invite him into everything I do.  

He is the way to handle your family, your occupation, your workout, and even your leisure.  He is the way for diet, time management and your spiritual life.  He can (and will) give you shortcuts throughout the day because he can do in a second what you cannot do in a whole day.  The more we fill up Dad’s inbox, the more He likes it and the better our lives go.  He fills us with a holy ease and that is good.  Whatever you are doing today, stop for a moment and check in with him.  See if he has any advice or guidance.  Give him your day and he will give you back good fruit.

2020. Thursday, May 14, 2015

The Seed of Life

John 12: 24

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains by itself alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 

No one wants to die but if we die to Jesus, giving him our lives, then we are born anew of incorruptible seed which bears much fruit.

Jesus was talking about giving up his life, dying, so that he might bear much fruit.  Only through death does the wheat generate new life.  So it is with us.  When we lay down our lives God creates a new life with that seed.  We are reborn in the image of Christ.  This is not, however, primarily a salvation message unless you embrace the full definition of salvation.  When Jesus speaks of salvation he means saving grace in absolutely every area of our lives, in every aspect of human experience.  

Paul wrote about this need to lay down our lives and live to Christ.  He said “In reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth” (Ephesians 4: 22, 24).  You see, there must be a continual surrender to the Lordship of Jesus.  We must continually bury our self-induced desires and put on the mantle of Christ.  In other words, this dying to self is, at least for most of us, a continuing process.  Few people have the ability to once and for all give everything to Christ.  Typically we grow in our spiritual life and as we do we find things which we are ready to release to him.  The central theme is that we must crucify this flesh which seeks only to indulge self.  It seeks to satisfy and promote the ego.  When, however, we take on the crucifixion of our Lord, we bury the selfish desires and live unto him.  We seek to honor and promote him.  The only way to do this, though, is to die.  And when we do, he raises us anew.  Each time we bury a self-oriented aspect of our personalities he raises up a glorified version.  Then there is no more striving for then we can truly walk in his grace.  Our eyes become fixed on him and we live in him.  

This may sound mystical and other worldly but it really is as simple as taking our eyes off of ourselves.  We may notice how often we use the pronoun “I” and surrender those areas to our Christ.  We may notice when our vision is full of ourselves instead of on the kingdom and pray for help in crucifying the carnal person.  The key is that when we die, we live.  Everything that we bury, Jesus resurrects in new and glorious life.  We never lose anything.  We gain everything.

Please search your heart today.  Is your energy spent satisfying your needs and desires or are you truly devoted to Christ today?  Is he your focus and desire?  Is your work dedicated to him, your leisure, your home life, your thought life?  Are your songs a testimony to him?  How about the words you speak?  I am not saying that you cannot have anything for yourself.  I am only saying for you to let him give them to you instead of you seeking them.

2021. Friday, May 15, 2015

Overcoming Faith
1 John 5: 4

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith.

We are born of God.  That makes us world overcomers, does it not?  Well, according to the Apostle John it does.  The victory which overcomes the world is our faith.  Surely John knew what he was writing about.  This guy walked with Jesus daily.  Additionally, he received great revelations from Jesus after Jesus ascended to heaven.  So, if what he says is right, why am I not experiencing this overcoming faith in my life?  And as I look around I see that other Christians are struggling with their world overcoming faith too.

Recently I determined to learn more about this overcoming power.  I turned to an inspired book, clearly one of the best books I have ever read on faith.  The subtitle of the book reads: The key to putting your faith to work for a successful life.  That is what we all want isn’t it?  We hear so much about faith and living by faith but sometimes preachers might as well be speaking in a foreign tongue for all the good it is doing me.  I want to live by faith.  I have determined to walk by faith but what do I do when my faith isn’t working.

The title of this life-altering book is The Fourth Dimension by David Yonggi Cho.  The first time I heard of it I was handed it by my pastor.  I stayed up all night reading it.  The very next day things began to break my way.  Cho built the largest Christian church in the world and he did it in Korea where Christianity was not widely accepted.  None the less, he learned that if he would apply the laws of faith that all things were possible to him.  I strongly recommend this book.  

Cho explained that there is a fourth dimension and that this dimension is the realm of the spirit.  This is the realm of creative power.  Cho teaches how we can operate in this realm.  The first chapter of the book is dedicated to teaching us the foundations of faith.  There are four cornerstones.  First, you must have a clear cut objective.  Second, you must have a burning desire for the attainment of that objective.   Third, you pray about that objective until you have the full assurance in your heart that it is God’s will for you.  It may take some time to gain the full assurance so we must be persistent and patient in prayer.  Last, we must learn to speak the word according to that burning desire which is within us and which we have the full assurance of.  Once God has assured us that He is in agreement with us then we speak to the mountain and call those things which are not as though they are (Romans 4: 17) until they manifest in the physical realm.  God has already given us everything but it is in the spiritual realm (Ephesians 1: 3).  So, we only need to appropriate it and bring it into this physical sphere.  To do that we use our faith.  It doesn’t take a lot of faith, only as much as a mustard seed (Matthew 17: 20).  The key is knowing how to apply that faith to our needs or to situations in our lives.

Have a burning desire for a clear cut objective.  Pray until you have the full assurance of it in your heart, until you know that you know that it is yours, and then start talking to it. Like speaking to the rock to get water you must speak your desired end as well.  Start calling forth water and the rock will have to yield.  That is the way faith works.

And buy and read The Fourth Dimension by David Cho.

2022. Monday, May 18, 2015

Part Three

John 16: 13 – 14

But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak and He will disclose to you what is to come.  He shall glorify Me; for He shall take of Mine, and shall disclose it to you.

Jesus said that it was to our advantage that he go away because he was going to send the Holy Spirit (John 16: 7).  I’ve got to say that when I read that for the first time I was really surprised and I had a hard time believing it.  How can we be better off without Jesus here?  As we continue to read chapter 16 we begin to understand what Jesus was conveying to us.  The Holy Spirit is a powerful ally.  He is a comforter and a teacher, a guide and a constant helper.  I do not believe, however, that we (the church) have a revelation of the Holy Spirit.  There is so much more about this third person of the trinity than we are experiencing.

Did you know that you can have a relationship with the Holy Spirit the way that we have relationships with Jesus and the Father?  He will even speak to you.  Well, I suppose that is really quite apparent if you think about it.  Jesus said the Holy Spirit would guide us into all truth so how would he do that if he didn’t speak to us?  Furthermore, today’s message from Jesus tells us that the Holy Spirit will “speak” whatever he hears.  So there it is in plain language.  None the less, many times we do not embrace this idea of communicating with the Spirit.

So what is he disclosing?  Jesus says that the Spirit takes what is Jesus’ and discloses it to us.  That is his role. Jesus goes on to say that whatever the Father has is his so whatever the Father or Jesus have, that is what the Spirit is here to give you.  Now I am thinking that is pretty huge.  He is going to take whatever Jesus knows and disclose it to us. Is anyone hearing this as big as it sounds to me?  The Holy Spirit is here to disclose to us everything that Jesus has and Jesus has everything that the Father has.

It seems to me that a worthy goal might be to get to know the Holy Spirit.  We are missing out on too much and not taking advantage of the Father’s plan.  To develop or further develop your relationship with the Holy Spirit is, I believe, as simple as talking to him.  Tell him your desire to get to know him.  Begin to communicate with him daily and give him your questions.  He has been sent here to help us so let’s cooperate with his purpose.  Get to know the third person of the Trinity.  

2023. Tuesday, May 19, 2015
Moving Day

John 6: 33

These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

This is more of that red letter text from the Bible.  I always like reading the red text.  It seems to me that in this verse Jesus is giving us the chance of either being in him or being in the world.  He is saying that we can be in him and have peace or be in the world and suffer its tribulation.

Now it may take a little meditation for some of us to wrap our heads around this concept but once you start looking at the Bible you find that this idea is all over the New Testament.  Jesus is drawing a line between the world and the kingdom.  We are to abide in him (John 15: 4).  We are no longer to abide in the world.

Jesus taught his disciples this very lesson.  “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you” (John 15: 19).  But let’s look at more of Jesus’ words.  These are from his conversation and prayer with the Father. “I manifested Thy name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine they were and Thou gavest them to Me (John 17: 6).  “They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world (John 17: 16).  So what is Jesus saying here? I think it is pretty clear that he believes we are not of the world.  We were chosen out of and taken out of the world.

Paul really had a revelation of this truth too.  If you run a search of the Pauline Epistles for the words, “In him” you will see how much this revelation had permeated Paul’s understanding.  We are in Jesus rather than of the world and this is a pretty huge deal.  Believe it or not this concept actually existed in the Old Testament as well.  David frequently wrote about God being his hiding place and refuge.  He wrote about being in the Father in a similar fashion as Paul’s writing about being in Christ.  This is a major precept for living a true Christian life.  We are to abide in Christ rather than living in the world.

In him, Jesus, is everything we need.  Further, if we are in him and since he has overcome the world, then we abide in world overcoming victory.  However, this is an elective life.  Just saying a prayer of salvation does not correlate to living in Christ.  This abiding in Christ is a choice we make and a choice we usually have to make daily.  We are constantly given the choice of choosing the world’s thoughts, words, way of thinking and behavior patterns.  To live in Christ is to be aware of the choices you make daily and to choose to live in him and to him rather than to just passively float down the river of the world.  Move out of the world and into him.  It is like moving into the Promised Land. In him is where there is peace and victory.

2024. Wednesday, May 20, 2015

Crimson Veil

Hebrews 10: 19 -20

Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh.

In Old Testament times there was a tabernacle which housed the Ark of the Covenant.  The ark was in a section of the tabernacle called the Holy of Holies.  Only the high priest could enter this section of the tabernacle and then only once a year.  The priest had to be sanctified and entered this holy place only by means of sacrificial blood.  This Holy of Holies was the place where God’s presence met with humanity through the priest.  This is the place referred to in today’s verse as “the holy place.”

There was a veil which separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of the tabernacle.  When Jesus died on the cross “the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom” (Mark 15: 38).  No longer did the veil stand between humanity and God.  Jesus removed the veil with his sacrifice so that we are free to enter into the Holy of Holies and commune with our Father.  

Now, re-read today’s verse in light of these thoughts.  You can see that Jesus shattered religion and replaced it with relationship.  He bought our entrance into the presence of God for all time with his blood.  And think about it . . . the blood of God was shed for us and sprinkled over us so that we may forever enter into God’s presence.  The veil has been lifted.  God was released from the box but I would like to suggest that there is a new veil in place.  This one is for our good though, and rather than separating us from God, it draws us to him.  

The new veil is the blood of Jesus our Christ.  When God looks at us he sees us covered head to toe with the saving blood of Jesus.  He doesn’t see our sins and short-comings.  He sees his beloved son intertwined with us.  He sees the communion of our souls.  We are glorious in God’s sight because we have put on Jesus like a robe.  He is the crimson veil through which our Father sees us.  Today’s scripture tells us that Jesus has ushered us into the presence of God, right through the veil through the sacrifice of his flesh.  He bought us our freedom; we are free to roam the halls of the citadel of God. We can freely and boldly enter into the throne room.

So, stop telling God about all of your weaknesses and sins.  He sees you glorified in Christ.  If you have “blown it” today, put on Christ.  As a matter of fact, isn’t that what we want to do each day, don Christ?  You are now God’s beloved.  He sees you pure and sanctified.  Don’t stand out in the parking lot when Jesus has purchased your ticket to the main show.  Enter into the throne room with thanksgiving for you have a crimson glow all about you.

2025. Thursday, May 21, 2015

Empty Vessels

Philippians 2: 5 -7

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.

There is a whole bunch of theology tied up in this verse but I wish to focus on a more narrow aspect of this verse today and suggest a way it applies to each of us.

This scripture tells us that Jesus emptied himself.  It is talking about his removing the robe of his deity and taking on the garment of human flesh.  I am taken aback by this idea of him emptying himself.  What shall we imagine; perhaps a container of some sort?  Let’s picture a clear 2 liter bottle.  Imagine the bottle full of green liquid.  Now pick it up and pour out half of the contents.  Half of what that bottle knew and contained is now gone.  However, the bottle is not empty is it?  So, pour out all but one drop.  Okay, the bottle is effectively empty.  Most of what it held and what gave it the biggest part of its value is now gone.  Still though, the bottle is not completely empty is it?  So, let’s pour out the last drop and for argument’s sake all you physicists, let’s not consider the air that rushes in to fill the void.  The bottle was a container for green liquid and now that the last drop has been poured out the bottle is truly empty.

Have you ever felt the way that bottle must feel at this point?  Have you felt empty?  If you have then you would likely say it is not a feeling you would pursue.  None the less, Jesus emptied himself of everything he was and everything he knew in order to be the lamb we required.  That had to be a pretty intense experience.  Here you are part of the Godhead and then you become empty.

So, here is my point.  I believe that we are supposed to, in like manner, empty ourselves so that we can be renewed in his image.  We shuck off the old self and put on the new person which has been made in the image of Christ himself.  It is sort of the reverse process that Jesus went through.  He put on flesh and we must crucify our flesh and take on his nature.  It seems to me that we can only be renewed into this new creation which is our right and our destiny to the degree that we empty ourselves of the old person.  The more we empty ourselves, the more we can be filled.  We like to hold onto the familiar, but this I believe; we will be much happier, more successful, and more fulfilled the more we pour out ourselves unto him.   Empty vessels are good.  Just ask the widow in 2 Kings 4: 1 – 7.  When we present God with empty vessels He fills them with oil.  Be filled today!

2026. Friday, May 22, 2015

I Spy . . .

Judges 6: 9

And I delivered you from the hands of the Egyptians and from the hands of all your oppressors, and disposed them before you and gave you their land.

You know the story of the Israelites.  God freed them from Egyptian slavery and led them through the desert to the Promised Land.  He was with them at all times.  He routed their enemies and gave them the chosen land.  And yet, most of the people who journeyed through the desert never entered the Promised Land.  They died in the desert because of their unbelief.  How tragic!  God defeated the enemy.  He led them, fed them and gave them water.  He emptied the land for them and yet they failed to enter in.

Even as I lament those Israelites who stopped short of receiving the promise I am brought up short by the reality of present day faith.  How many of us are failing to enter into the Promised Land?  God has made us many promises.  He has provided food and drink, dispossessed the land of our enemies, prepared a table before us and all we have to do is follow him obediently and faithfully.  But so often we look at the land and see the giants instead of the promise.  We look the enemy or the desert and focus our full attention on those things when we should be filling our vision with the land which is flowing with milk and honey.  

Only two of the original twelve Israelite spies were able to move into the land God had given the Israelites (Numbers 14: 22 – 24).  The others were too busy talking about the giants even though they admitted that the land was everything God promised.  I read recently, “You become what you behold,” (Richards, Moving Your Invisible Boundaries, P. 141).  Ten of those spies saw themselves as grasshoppers and so they were.  Two of them saw the promise of God and that was all they needed.  They believed God and applied their faith to what He said and they got the Promised Land.

God has driven out the enemy before us too.  Jesus did that for us.  We didn’t even have to use our faith for that.  But now in order to receive all that Jesus has won for us we must believe with our hearts.  Your heart is your faith center, not your brain.  We can have everything God promised us but we must put our believers in gear.  We have to decide that we are going to believe our Father and trust Him.  If we will do that, we can have the Promised Land.  I want that for us.   Then all people will see how mighty is our God.

2027. Monday, May 25, 2015
Peculiar

Luke 7: 22 – 23

And He answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you have seen and heard; the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have the gospel preached to them.  23 And blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me.”

John the Baptist sent his disciples to Jesus to ask if he was the one the Jews were awaiting, the Messiah.  Above is Jesus’ response.  Verse 22 makes perfect sense; it is about what you would expect Jesus to say but what about verse 23.  Isn’t that one of the most amazing statements?

I really had not thought about people stumbling over Jesus.  He is our light but think about Jews.  I suppose quite a few have stumbled over him.  Still though, I perceive that there is much more to this statement than first appears.  Over the last 5 years or so since I first began thinking about this verse, I have noticed that quite a few of us do stumble over Jesus.  

This has been startling to me.  This stumbling seems to take the form of not wanting to acquiesce to his leadership or to his words.  We read the Word and right there, in plain sight is a mandate and yet are unwilling to yield.  Here is one example, you can think of many others.  Jesus says plainly, “Forgive” and yet some of us will go to our graves with unrepentant anger and unforgiveness.  How about this one, “Do not judge”?  Again, it’s pretty clear what this commandment demands.  You don’t need a theologian to explain it to you but every day we judge others and condemn whole populations to hell.  

The truth of the matter is that many of us routinely trip over Jesus.  Who knew?  Well, I guess Jesus did.  He knew that people would struggle with living life according to the Spirit of truth and the way of the Kingdom rather than living according to the world’s rules and standards.  “The Way” is not the common way.  Following Jesus necessarily means being different.  We are called a peculiar people.  “For you are a holy people [set apart] to the Lord your God; and the Lord has chosen you to be a peculiar people to Himself, above all the nations on the earth” (Deuteronomy 14: 2 Amplified).  And speaking of Jesus Paul wrote “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2: 14).  But people stumble over Jesus.  They stumble over the love commandment.  People who claim to love Jesus and who present a holy life to outside observance trip over his words and the nudges of the Holy Spirit.  

“Blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me.”  Our blessing is in our adherence to Jesus and his ways.  Salvation in all its forms is in him.  I don’t think we can ignore his words and teachings and still experience his grace.  This seems to be a package deal.  Are you in or are you out?  Be blessed in Jesus’ name!

2028. Tuesday, May 26, 2015
Wisdom is for the Wise

Proverb 9: 7 – 9

He who corrects a scoffer gets dishonor for himself, and he who reproves a wicked man gets insults for himself.  Do no reprove a scoffer, lest he hate you, reprove a wise man, and he will love you.  Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser, teach a righteous man, and he will increase his learning.

This has been one of the hardest lessons of my life to learn.  I thought that everyone wanted to know truth and to learn but it just isn’t true.  And brother, if you want to alienate some folks in a hurry, correct them.  You see, I have been willing to be corrected because I really wanted to know the truth.  I didn’t want to continue in ignorance when there was someone who could teach me.  My biggest frustration has been in finding someone who would teach me.  But this isn’t the way of the majority. Most folks prefer the status quo no matter how uncomfortable.

You are likely to run into this problem too.  As you learn and grow in the things of God you increasingly see more victory and more ease in your life.  You are going to want to share what you have learned with those you care about.  That’s all good.  But, when they start doing the very things that have led them into disaster time and time again and you have already shared with them what has worked for you then let it be.  They do not want to be corrected.  It seems most people would rather live with their adversity than to change.  There is some perverse comfort we have with our own calamity that makes it easier to live with than endeavoring to change ourselves.  

There are two things you can do.  First, of course, pray for them.  Second, is to just keep living your life in the glorious glow of Jesus.  Hopefully, your friends and family will see the grace that the Lord has blessed you with and will ask you for your secret.  

The other problem is that some of these “friends” will become very critical of you.  They want what you have but are unwilling to do what you have done.  They see you growing and experiencing life as they want it and they become jealous.  Sometimes they will treat you unkindly.  Again, the best thing you can do is to continue to live a life of grace doing as the Bible and the Lord Jesus instruct you.  “For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men” (1 Peter 2: 15).  We want people to see the magnanimity of our Father but we cannot preach them into acceptance.  We must lead, but mostly by example.  Every once in a while a person will come along who is that wise person spoken of in today’s verse; one who is seeking to be wiser.  These people are a joy and a delight and I pray that your life be filled with them.

2029. Wednesday, May 27, 2015

Modeling Christ
(from 2/24/09)


Titus 3: 2

… malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, showing every consideration for all men.

Malign no one – that means that we are not to say anything bad about anyone at any time.  That is a big bill to fill but that is what God wants us to aspire to.  What about being contentious?  A contentious person is one who tends to argue, tends to find himself in arguments, debates and disagreements.  Merriam-Webster defines a contentious person as one likely to cause an argument even sometimes “exhibiting an often perverse and wearisome tendency to quarrels and disputes.”  We all know or have known someone like that.  Every time you talk with them they have another story about a conflict they have been involved in.  God does not want us to live in conflict.  He certainly does not want us to bring conflict into other people’s lives.  As it says above Father God wants us to be gentle in our dealings with one another and to be considerate of every person with whom we come in contact.  You cannot be contentious and kind.  A contentious person will have a two-fold problem.  First, people are not likely to enjoy being around a person like that and secondly, one cannot fulfill the ambition of the Lord for our lives.  Let us endeavor to live in peace.  Let peace lead you.

2030. Thursday, May 28, 2015
There Go I

(from 2/25/09)

Titus 3: 3

For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.

Paul gives us the perfect example for being patient and kind with others, ourselves  We once were just as painful to be around as the unlovely are to us now.  I praise God that we are growing and learning to be more like Christ but let us not lose sight of where we were before His grace moved in our lives.  We demonstrated all of the undesirable traits above and probably a few more.  Now as we are learning to be more like Christ we must learn to love and be kind to people even while they are in an unenlightened state just like Christ was generous and forgiving with us.  I do not say that it is always easy but by focusing our attention on those qualities God would have us develop we come up just a bit higher.  Set your sights on the heights.  You will bless those around you.

2031. Friday, May 29, 2015

Faithful Servant
(from 2/26/09) w/edits

Titus 2: 9 - 10

Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, not pilfering, but showing all good faith that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.

The apostle Paul directs us to subject ourselves to the authority figures in our life.  We are supposed to be subjected to them and serve them.  In the context of this verse one will understand that the bondslave/master relationship most naturally converts to the employee/employer relationship in today’s society.  You may be under someone for whom you do not have a lot of respect. Or your boss may not be as smart as you.  None the less, God says that you are to show them respect, not argue with them but rather show faithfulness to them and the company.  Why do we do this?  First of all, because God said so.  That will be enough for most of us.  But also so that the light of God and his doctrine shall shine and God be glorified.  

I also notice that Paul is addressing that argumentative behavior which many of us contend with in our personalities.  Father has not called us to be critical or contrary.  The light should bless people.  We also must confront a systemic problem that pervades our society but which Paul addressed 2000 years ago.  That is pilfering.  We are not to take the pens, paper clips and note pads of our employers but equally important is to not steal time.  If we are paid to work from 8:00 to 5:00 then that means that by 8:00 we are settled into our work station and working, not on the way to the coffee machine.  You should never get paid what you are worth because you should always give more value than your paycheck.  Your employer should come to notice that Christian employees are a blessing because they are faithful, obedient and trustworthy.

2032. Monday, June 1, 2015

Poised for Promotion

(from 2/27/09)

Ephesians 6: 5
Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ.

Just in case you thought Friday’s word was a fluke and could ignore it, here is another book in which God commands us to be good employees.  God is concerned with the condition of our spirits and our testimony.  In everything we do, we are representatives of Him.  If we talk about others behind their backs, then we are being bad stewards of the faith God has placed in us.  That is especially detrimental when that person is our boss or pastor or some other person God has placed in authority.  You are damaging your own spirit and spiritual growth as well as sowing bad seeds and disobeying the directions of the Lord.

Your boss or whoever that person of authority is, will account to God for their actions and that really is none of your concern.  Your calling requires you to be the best employee you can and to pray for all of those who are in authority positions.  God wants to be able to use you.  He wants to be able to send you into situations where you can do His work.  You have to take your eyes off of yourself first.  Do not be self-concerned but instead pray.  God might have put you under that person just because they do need help.  How is God supposed to move in the earth if every time he sends a Christian into a situation, they gripe and criticize, worrying only about themselves and their rewards?  If the circumstances are not perfect where you work then maybe it is that very brokenness that has attracted God’s attention and the reason why He has sent you there.  Be faithful in your current position.  Show God you have what it takes to be one of his lieutenants.  Then you will be poised for promotion.

2033. Tuesday, June 2, 2015

No Cause for Stumbling
(from 3/2/09)

Psalm 73: 2 – 5, 12

But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling; my steps had almost slipped.  3 For I was envious of the arrogant, as I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 4 For there are no pains in their death; and their body is fat.  5 They are not in trouble as other men; nor are they plagued like mankind. …12 Behold, these are the wicked; and always at ease, they have increased in wealth.

I suppose most dedicated Christians have almost stumbled over this stone at some time or another.  You dedicate yourself and your life to the Lord and you fully expect that you will fare well in your service to Him.  The next thing you know, you look around you and it seems the heathen are succeeding while the Christians are suffering.  

Well, don’t lose hope if that is where you are now.  It is only an appearance.  When you read this passage in its entirety, you see that the wicked get the fruit of the seed they have planted.  The good news is that you will reap the fruit of your good seed as well.  While it looks for a while like the good guys are losing, it is just an illusion.    The universe produces fruit after its own kind.  You cannot sow broccoli and get tomatoes.  Galatians 6: 7 reads, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”  The wicked will fall and you will succeed if you do not faint.  Do not envy their success because it is short lived and laden with sorrow and pitfalls.  Do not stumble over the apparent success of the unbelieving.  God is faithful.  Hang in there.

2034. Wednesday, June 3, 2015

You Win

(from 3/3/09)

Psalm 73: 28

But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have made the Lord God my refuge, that I may tell of all Thy works.

Here is David’s answer to the success of the world.  He found his rest and his success in the shelter of the Lord.  Take your time with this verse and feel the intimacy David had with the Father.  That kind of close relationship is worth everything the world has to offer.  What can you imagine would be greater to have than a personal closeness with God Almighty?  I cannot conceive of anything better.  David could always retreat to his place of fellowship with the Lord.  It was his refuge and his hiding place.  In his relationship with the Lord were his safety and his well-being.  When you attain that kind of familiarity with the Lord, then all of the other needs are just automatically fulfilled.  In God is everything we could ever possibly need or want.  Seek Him and this kind of intimacy and you will have no want of anything.

2035. Thursday, June 4, 2015
Trail Guide

(from March 2009)
Isaiah 42: 16

I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, in paths they do not know I will guide them.  I will make darkness into light before them and rugged places into plains.  These are the things I will do, and I will not leave them undone.

Even in the darkest times, in the times you cannot see your way, God is there to lead and guide you.  He will lead you by a way you do not know.  Do not strain.   He is there and will not leave you.  He will make the way before you smooth and straight.  It may be in a way that is completely foreign to you and that you would not have thought of on your own.  Fear not!  Do not worry.  God said that he will not leave this undone.  Relax and let him lead you on the path.

2036. Friday, June 5, 2015

Leaning
(from 3/5/09)

Proverb 3: 5

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.

God has promised us that He will lead us and guide us making our paths straight.  Well, that is great news!  Here is the real key though.  We must really learn to put all our trust in Him.  We must abandon our own ways of thinking even to the point of abandoning our own understanding.  Many of us have our security tied up in understanding things for ourselves.  This is like jumping off of a height.  All that we know about gravity and the consequences of such an action tell us that this is a foolish action.  None the less, if God is telling you to take a step that you do not understand, you must just trust Him to bring you through.  Do not require God’s plans to make sense to you.  Don’t lean on your own wisdom and knowledge.  We really aren’t that smart anyway.  Rely on God’s ability to do what He promises.  Abandon yourself, your plans and your will to Him.  Trust Him to lead you into the fullness of all He has promised you.
2037. Monday, June 8, 2015

For His Name’s Sake

(from 3/6/09)

Psalm 31: 3

For Thou art my rock and my fortress; for Thy name’s sake Thou wilt lead me and guide me.

God has a vested interest in leading you.  He wants you successful because your life is a testimony to others.  He wants his kids to find their way and to live peaceful, successful lives.  He directs your steps so that you can find your way.  If he did not lead and guide us, we would easily get lost. There is safety in Him and He leads you into that safe place for His name’s sake.  In that place, in Him, is all of the substance you need.  He has promised to lead you so He must do it or otherwise damage His reputation.  He cannot lie so if He has said it, He must do it.  Do not ask yourself if God will lead you and guide you.  You are not the expert on what God will do.  He has already established, by His own word, that he will direct you.  Just relax and let Him

2038. Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Shepherd of Compassion
(from 3/9/09)

Isaiah 49: 10
They will not hunger or thirst, neither will the scorching heat or sun strike them down for he who has compassion on them will lead them, and will guide them to springs of water.

What a wonderful promise and image.  Father God has compassion on us and knows our needs.  Jesus’ life was characterized by his great compassion.  Their love for us compels them to care for us just as Jesus analogized about the sheep and the sheep herder.  He told us, as recited in John 10, that he is the good shepherd and that the shepherd lays down his life in defense of the sheep.  Will he who has defended us even unto his own death, now not lead us to fresh water?  Will he not provide and care for us?  

Psalm 23 so clearly demonstrates the acts of a shepherd caring for his sheep.  He will not allow anything to happen to us and he will meet all of our needs.  He will lead us through the times of trouble just as described as the valley of death in Psalm 23.  Do not fear your enemies or tortures.  Our shepherd is well able to defeat them all.

2039. Wednesday, June 10, 2015

A Healthy Addiction

1 Corinthians 16: 15

(Common English Bible)

Brothers and sisters, I encourage you to do something else. You know that the people in Stephanas’ household were the first crop of the harvest to come from the mission to Achaia. They have dedicated themselves to the service of God’s people.

Paul urged his followers as he urges us today to emulate the household of Stephanas and dedicate ourselves to the service of the saints.  The King James version of this verse says that they addicted themselves to serving God’s people.  If we are to have an addition, that is the one to have.

Christians generally accept the idea of service but I am not sure that we are always clear about how our service will manifest.  Paul clarifies this for us.  We serve the Lord Jesus through our devotion to his people.  John told us the same thing but in a roundabout way.  “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen” (1 John 4: 20).  We express our love for the Father by extending his grace, mercy and gifts to this people.  We bless people with our means and serve them every way we can.  Let us become addicted to serving God’s people and so honor our God.

2040. Thursday, June 11, 2015

Sit Down with Mercy

Romans 3: 25

(God’s Word Translation)

God showed that Christ is the throne of mercy where God’s approval is given through faith in Christ’s blood.  In his patience God waited to deal with sins committed in the past.
There is a new mercy seat and his name is Jesus.  In the Old Testament we read about the mercy seat which was the top of the Ark of the Covenant.  The Ark held, among other things, the tablets of law which were given to Moses.  God in His great love and compassion for His people covered the law with the Mercy Seat.  Now He has done it a second time in the person and sacrifice of Jesus.

We are seated in the heavens with Jesus (Ephesians 2: 6).  That is what it means to abide in Christ.  We are in Him and He is in us.  We abide together.  We are again covered by mercy.  God has given us His approval because of our faith in the victory of Jesus’ shed blood.   It does require our confidence in Jesus’ victory however, but once we have faith in the blood of the perfect lamb then we are seated with him in the mercy seat.  No longer does our sin condemn us.  God withheld judgment until He could get the perfect sacrifice into place.  Now the blood of Jesus speaks for us and completely washes away our sin.  God has covered us with His overflowing mercy.  

Order your personal theology so that you do not perceive yourself as a sinner but rather as the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5: 21).  We are saved by grace.  When we embrace the truth of our righteousness in Jesus we will not be drawn to sin.  We are humbled by his magnanimity and though we may make mistakes we sure don’t seek out sin.  Righteousness makes you righteous.  Sit down in mercy and arise in His righteousness.
2041. Friday, June 12, 2015

Divinely Powerful

(from 7/11/08)
2 Corinthians 10: 3 – 4

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

How easy it is to forget that, although we are in this world, we are not to war according to the world.  But wouldn't we really rather have divinely appointed weapons anyway?  Paul is reminding his readers that we are not to walk according to the flesh and we are not to fight our battles in the flesh or as we learned to do.  We are to learn a new way to wage war.  That is in the Spirit.  We wage war in the Spirit through prayer and by speaking the Word of God.  Every time we speak a verse of the Bible over a situation, we are waging Spiritual war.  
 
If you have a mountainous challenge before you right now, set your heart and mind to use your most powerful arsenal, use the divinely appointed weapons of the Spirit.  They are prayer, God's word and love.  We do not want to hear that last one but it is the nuclear bomb of spiritual weaponry.  You are allowed to use this bomb.  Whatever challenge or enemies you are facing today, remember to pull out the big guns.  Don't fight your battles in the flesh.  Use the weapons that God Almighty has provided you.

2042. Monday, June 15, 2015

Called Out

(from 3/10/09)

Isaiah 45: 3
And I will give you the treasures of darkness, and hidden wealth of secret places, in order that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who calls you by your name.

Did you know that you are called of the Lord?  And that he has called you by name?  Well, you are called.  He has called you to himself.  Who will answer his call?  He is willing to pour out his blessing on you to confirm his call on your life.  The secret to all of this is in the answering of his call.  Run to him with all that you are.  Withhold nothing from him.  So many people pray to him for the things they need when the real answer is to turn your face to him.  You do not have to call him.  He is already present with you, calling your name.  You have only to acknowledge him.  In every way that you acknowledge him, he will be your Lord and bless you.  If you let him be the Lord of your health, he will bless you in your body.  If you acknowledge him in your finances, he will release his blessings in your financial life.  Acknowledge him in all your ways and he will make your paths straight (Proverb 3: 6).

2043. Tuesday, June 16, 2015
Dig Deep

Luke 6: 46 – 49

“And why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?   Everyone who comes to Me, and hears My words, and acts upon them, I will show you whom he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation upon the rock; and when a flood rose, the torrent could not shake it, because it had been well built.  But the one who has heard, and has not acted accordingly, is like a man who built a house upon the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.”

The first sentence of this quote is arresting.  The easiest way to read it is to pretend that Jesus is speaking to someone else.  Otherwise it is just too painful to read.  However, it is true that most of us have fallen right here at one time or another.  It is enough of an indictment on its own but when taken with the rest of today’s passage we begin to understand that some of the stormy times when we were washed to and fro were because we failed to do what Jesus said.

The other side of the coin is for us today.  The past is the past and thank God for that.  Today we turn over a new leaf and decide to dig deep.  That is what Jesus is calling us to do.  He said that there is one whom the storms of life will not rattle.  This person is the one who dug deep and built a solid foundation.  So the question would seem to be, “How do we build a solid foundation?”  We dig into the Word of God.

Jesus said it, the strong foundation is what allows us to weather the storms.  The man with the strong foundation, Jesus said, is the one who “comes to Me, and hears My words, and acts upon them.”  So, there are three parts there.  Hearken to Jesus, to his words and then do what he has said.  This is the first of all things which he said.  If you will obey him in what he said in today’s verses then all else will follow therefrom.  You are going to be able to stand while others fall.  The people around you will bow with every breeze but you will be a strong fortress in the Lord.  

I have a saying that I would like to share with you.  There is an easy way and a hard way to do everything.  Whenever possible do things the easy way.  This advice from Jesus today is the epitome of doing things the easy way.  You can fight and strain against the wind or you can just stand in the strength that is the Lord.  The choice is yours.  If you want to be able to withstand hurricane force storms, then you must dig deep.

2044. Wednesday, June 17, 2015

Spiritual Requirements

Micah 6: 8

He has told you, O man, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

It turns out that it really isn’t all that difficult to figure out how to be a good Christian.  We have the words of Jesus.  We listen to his words and do them.  Even in the Old Testament days, before Jesus was manifested in the earth, God sent His word to guide us.  Through the prophet Micah God revealed His will for us; walk humbly with our God, do justice and extend lovingkindness.   Now what is difficult about that?  

Notice that God said to walk “with” Him.  That is interesting.  Many times I hear people say, “Walk humbly before your God,” but that is not what God said.  His directive to us is to walk “with” Him.  

Secondly, be a just person.  You can decide for yourself what that means but at a simple level it means to be fair to people.  That is not really a difficult concept.  I hear people say so often, “Well, life isn’t fair,” and they use that as justification to treat people unfairly.  My response is, “Try to sell that land to God.”  I don’t think He will buy that argument.  He is a fair God and He requires us to treat people fairly as well.  

Last, be a kind person.  Be kind to others.  This one requirement is so broad, so vast in scope that it will cause us to reflect the essential nature of God in everything we do.  Kindness is generated through love.  In every single human interaction, be kind.  That means be kind to your spouse, your children, your boss, your employees, the guy who cuts the grass, the woman who cleans the house, the clerk at the store, and on and on.  Think of all of the people you come in contact with during a single day.  Some of them you may not even particularly like but if you are a child of God you will show lovingkindness to every single one of them.  

2045. Thursday, June 18, 2015

Great Expectation

Micah 7: 7

But as for me I will watch expectantly for the Lord.

I have a 3 X 5 index card on my desk which reads, “Expect to be blessed!  Expect a miracle.”  The reason for this is because I need to remind myself constantly of God’s great promises.  In November of last year God gave me a word for myself as well as for the body of Christ.  That word was “Expectation.”  He said everyday we should look to Him with expectation.  Each day should be a day of glory in the Lord but in order for us to live that lifestyle we must expect it.  Now here we are half way through the year and it is time for us to be reminded that every day we should turn out eyes and hearts to God and expect Him to meet our needs and bless us super-abundantly above and beyond all we can ask or think (Ephesians 3: 20).  This is God’s will for us.  Don’t fall short of the glory the Lord wishes for you.  Expect to receive today!

2046. Friday, June 19, 2015

God’s Classroom

Philippians 2: 3 - 5

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.

This is so counter-cultural that, frankly, it is difficult for us to incorporate it into our lifestyle.  We are actually supposed to put the needs and desires of others before our own wants.  For most of us this is beyond difficult.  In truth, we rarely even recognize the opportunities which pass by us, opportunities to be a little less selfish.  I received one of those opportunities recently and it gave me a chance to examine whether my theology was integrated into my lifestyle or just a collection of pretty thoughts and ideals.

I had to take my car in for routine maintenance.  I took my book hoping that I could get a little of my class reading done while awaiting my car.  Well, there is a television in the waiting room.  I usually prefer not to have a television on so that I can read without distraction.  But you know what – it’s not all about me.  There were other people there waiting for their cars too.  At first it appeared that no one was listening to the TV so I was going to ask them if they minded me turning the volume down.  No sooner, however, did I think that thought than this scripture came to mind.  Why did the situation need to revolve around my desires or even needs.  “Well,” I thought, “if no one is listening to it, what does it bother for me to ask?”  But God responded to me instantly.  Have you ever noticed that when you really don’t want to hear God it is really easy to hear His voice?  Well, anyway, God showed me that the other people there, though they did not appear to be paying attention to the TV, might be enjoying having it on in the background.  If I had asked they likely would have consented even though it wasn’t what they wanted.  My pursuit of my desires would have put them in an awkward position where they may feel compelled to consent.  Why should the world bend and contort to meet my perceived needs?

All of this happened in a flash but I knew this was a point of personal growth.  What was more important to me, reading my Christian book for my doctorate in Theology or living my theology?  Was it better to put my need for silence at the forefront or to let Jesus lead me and teach me about his divine outlook?  Happily Dad spoke in my ear before I could open my mouth.  Would it have been a huge sin had I put my needs first?  Well, I don’t know.  A sin is a sin, isn’t it?  I don’t think Dad would have been horribly mad at me but He would see that I just wasn’t ready to grow up.  

As it turns out, I learned more not getting to do my homework than had I imposed my will on the others.  Look around you today.  Are there ways you can be a blessing to others?  Maybe it is just about not being so concerned about what you want or what you perceive you need.  There is an opportunity out there for each of us.  I hope you find yours.

2047. Monday, June 22, 2015
Doubt Arises

 (From 3/25/09)

Matthew 11: 3
“Are you the expected One, or shall we look for someone else?”

In Matthew 3, verse 11, are recorded the words of John the Baptist when he prophesied about the coming of Jesus.  John said, “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  Then when Jesus did come, he (Jesus) went down to the Jordan River to be baptized by John.  John at first refused Jesus saying to him to him, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?”  Matthew 3: 14.  John knew who was coming before Jesus began his ministry.  He knew the Holy One was on his way.  Then when Jesus did appear to him, he recognized Jesus and who he was; as the one who was to come.  He knew this was the one about whom so many prophecies had been made and he wanted Jesus to baptize him instead of the other way around.

It is one thing to believe and have faith and then it is another to keep believing and keep having faith.  It can be hard to keep on believing when the pressure of the world starts bearing in on you.  Would anyone think that John the Baptist, the one about whom Jesus said, “[T]here has not arisen anyone greater,” (Matthew 11: 11) could fall into doubt?  And yet that is exactly what happened.  Today’s text is what John the Baptist later asked Jesus via John’s disciples.

You see, John the Baptist had faith in Jesus until he found himself in jail.  Now all of a sudden, things were not going to well.  John began to look at the conditions around himself instead of at the Word of God which was in his heart.  John was trying to use his eyes to convince his faith. Instead he should have been using his faith to convince his mind.  He expected Jesus to build a kingdom on this earth.  When he did not see this kingdom unfolding the way he expected it to, he began to lose his faith; to have doubts.  

Many times God will not do things the way we expect him to.  That does not mean that he is not building his kingdom or that he is not fulfilling his promises.  You cannot look around you for verification and then choose to believe God.  It happens just the other way around.  Do not use your eyes.  Use your heart.  That is where you plant the Word of God and you believe from your heart no matter what your eyes tell you.  Then, when you have believed with your heart, you will see God’s victory coming into your life.  Do not let doubt arise.  Keep it down and your faith up.
2048. Tuesday, June 23, 2015
Glorious Countenance

Psalm 119: 135

Make Thy face shine upon Thy servant.

This is my prayer today and I hope it is yours as well.  There is something so simple and yet so holy and intimate about this little phrase.  It has captured my heart today as if there are no other words to say in the universe.  What prayer shall I utter which can eclipse the sweetness of this petition?  What prayer is more powerful than the simplicity of a heart yearning for the eyes of God’s beholding?

Lift up mine eyes, O Lord, that I may behold your glory, the glory which was yours in the beginning and shine your glorious light upon my countenance that I may reflect the beauty of your love, the beauty of your grace.  

Look upon me Lord with favor.  Let me find favor in your sight and in the eyes of every person.  Let your light so shine that all will know that there is a god in heaven, the one God, Yahweh: father, creator, lover of my soul.

Allow me to be a blessing to all I encounter.  Pour through me the abundant generosity of your soul.  Let all see that you are a god of great kindness.  Shower upon me, precious Lord, the truth of who you are.  Let me know you as you truly are and make me a disciple of faith.  

And Father, I pray that your love and grace will fall like a blanket of light on every person who reads these words and that your eyes will behold them in the embrace of your great affection.  Let your light rest upon them and keep them.  Amen.

2049. Wednesday, June 24, 2015

Practice

Galatians 6: 9

Let us not lose heart in doing good for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.

My swim coach taught us that practice hurts less than losing so I learned to love practice.  My basketball coach taught that you play like you practice so I learned to practice at full speed.  These were good life lessons that have served me well.

Our heavenly Father is a coach too.  One thing which has been very evident to me recently is that He will give you a chance to practice your theology.  I very much believe in the spiritual law of sowing and reaping.  I speak it, I teach it.  So, God created a couple of opportunities for me to teach this principle as well as to practice my theology.  It’s one thing to have a minister preach a topic and quite another to have to live it out.  Last week I taught about one of my favorite spiritual weapons, giving.  When the devil is really seriously in your stuff pull out your checkbook and give to an anointed ministry.  He hates that.  Today’s verse is in the same vein.   It tells us just to keep on giving for in due time we will reap.  So, don’t sow looking for the crop.  Sow in faith because it sometimes takes a bit of time for the crop to manifest.  It works exactly like a garden.  You don’t plant a seed one day and pick the vegetables the next.  It takes a little time.  Well, another adage might be, don’t preach a topic that you don’t want to have to live.  So, last week I taught about sowing and the Father gave me some opportunities to practice what I preach.

I went to Waffle House one day last week.  I was eating my breakfast and reading my book when there was a big hullabaloo down the bar from me.  A gentleman had just seated himself and announced that it was his birthday and whatsmore, it was his 60th birthday.   The people around him clapped and cheered and as I looked at him I could tell that it was important to him.  Then, eureka, a thought came to me, “Buy his meal.”  Okay, that isn’t so hard.  I asked his server to bring me his ticket and I would pay for it.  She really enjoyed being a part of the blessing.  As I paid I asked her to mark the ticket “Paid” and write Happy Birthday on it and then give it to him.  She said, with a big smile, that she had already thought of that.  It was a good experience.  Later in the week I realized what God had done.  He let me practice the message I gave someone else.  Okay, cool!

Then yesterday I was driving to an appointment when I witnessed something interesting.  I was stopped at a traffic light and a truck turned left in front of me.  As he entered the lane of traffic I saw a woman standing in the median waving him down.  The lady was from a McDonalds across the street.  This guy had driven off without his drink and she ran him down in the street with his drink and a straw.  It was amazing.  I mean, how often does that happen?  Then I heard a thought cross my mind, “You ought to go give that lady a $1 tip for showing excellence in her job.”  Well, I wasn’t opposed to the idea but I was running late so I relegated the thought to the back of my mind.  After my appointment I had to drive right by that McDonalds.  I felt a tug towards it but I don’t usually eat fast food so I blew it off.  I turned the corner headed to the highway ramp when that whole situation came back to my mind loud and clear.  So I turned into the shopping center and went to McDonalds and gave the lady the $1 tip from God.   There were two managers standing there with big smiles on their faces and they actually did cheer this lady.  Again, it was cool.

The moral of the story is be careful what you teach or preach because God is going to give you a chance to practice your theology.  It you preach on giving, be prepared to be a giver.  If you preach on prayer, get used to praying.  God would have us lead by example rather than from command.  Don’t tell others to do something you are unwilling to do yourself.  God is growing champions but they are forged in the fires of doing rather than the talking.  Be ready.  It is time for practice.

2050. Thursday, June 25, 2015
Sure-footed 

(from 3/11/09)

Psalm 37: 31
The law of his God is in his heart; his steps do not slip.

Wouldn’t it be great to know that your steps will not slip; that your steps are sure?  Of course it would.  The way to accomplish that is to put God’s Word in your heart.  The more you establish the Word of God in your heart, the more his wisdom is imparted to you.  Then you are able to walk securely.  God’s word has answers to all of life’s problems and it also has encouragement and strength.  The more time you spend in the Word, the more you fortify yourself.  Your steps will be sure because you will be well grounded.  We cannot under-estimate how much good putting the Word of God in our hearts actually does us.  It is a key to living a successful, peaceful life.

2051. Friday, June 26, 2015

Reluctant Warrior

Luke 6: 32 – 35

And if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  Fore even sinners love those who love them.  And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?  For even sinners do the same.  And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners lend to sinners, in order to receive back the same amount.  But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing  in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.

You can know that God did not choose me as the editor of His book because had he, this section of text would have been edited out.  This is Jesus speaking and presumably he is teaching from a position of understanding and wisdom.  Whatsmore, everything Jesus teaches us is for our own good even though sometimes it is hard to see the spiritual law behind the command.

I suppose everyone has a thorn in their flesh and thorns are usually people.  The worst part about it is that the person Jesus is speaking about above is someone you know.  I hope it is not your spouse but it likely is someone in your family or church.  It is usually someone close to you.  That is what makes this so difficult.  You can’t get away from them.  Maybe it is someone you work with.  No matter what a jerk they are you still have to practice your grown up Christianity.  That means that we have to love the jerks even though it is to us that they are being unkind.  And guess what.  You really don’t even get to call them jerks.  Verse 36 says for us to be merciful and verse 37 says “Do not judge.”  I have to make a judgment in order to conclude someone is a jerk.  

Did you see the part about loving our enemies?  How about doing good to them?  What!?  Are you kidding me?  Now I will tell you honestly, you may be a bigger person than I but I cannot love them in my own strength.  I feel strong, negative feelings bubbling up from deep within me and I want to give voice to them and they are not nice.  That is me in the natural.  If I am going to love them and be nice to them then it is going to have to be through the love of God within me.  I am going to assume most of you are like me, still struggling a little with the flesh when you are injured.  This is where we have to dig deep.  We have to fill up on the love of God.  We need Jesus to step out front.  

The first thing is not to let the junk come out of your mouth.  Your will can help you with that but it really requires the strength of the Lord.  Then start praying for the offender.  You aren’t going to want to but do it anyway.  Jesus wants you to pray blessings over them.  It is crazy.  Here is the part that is so hard.  You pray for God to bless them and because God honors your prayers, even though that person is not walking in the light, they get blessed.  Then they act ugly to you and Jesus wants you to pray more for them.  “Look Jesus, I was already gagging on the last blessing they got and you want me to bless them more?  Did you not see and hear what they just did to me?”  That is what my flesh is screaming but then I am reminded of Jesus’ walk on the earth.  One of his beloved betrayed him.  That had to hurt.  Others disappointed him but through it all he remained the picture of grace, love and blessing.  And then I am challenged.  I say I want to walk in this earth as did Jesus.  Well, here is my opportunity.  What will I choose?  Shall I rant and rave and tell of the injustice done me?  Or will I pray?  “Okay Lord, you win, I will pray for them but you must help me as it catches in my throat.”

I imagine everyone can relate to this scenario.  We have all been through it, haven’t we?  So, you pray but a half hour later you find yourself angry again.  Stop right then and forgive them and pray for them.  Then when it rises up in you again in an hour, forgive them again and pray again.  This is a battle but we are not unwise children.  We have the might and the wisdom of our Lord.  We’ve got to tag him and let him jump in the ring for us.  He has already defeated the enemy and given us power to win.  Our victory is in Jesus and in taking his advice.  If we will let him be our strength and humble our wills before him, we will come through these battles victoriously.

And don’t miss the end of the passage – great will be your reward and you will be honored as a child of God.
2052. Monday, June 29, 2015
Battle Lines

2 Corinthians 2: 10 – 11

But whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ, in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his schemes.
There is a quick way to let Satan into your life – stand in unforgiveness. However, it is just as easy to jerk the rug out from under him – forgive. I imagine this like a line drawn in the sand. On one side is the devil and the other side is the Father. When you forgive you step across into the garden of the Lord. When you stand in unforgiveness, you are playing in the devil’s sandbox. If you stay there, you give him (Satan) permission to come knock over your sand castle. 

Paul says, “Hey guys, we are not ignorant of the devil’s schemes.” Satan wants you to get offended and remain hurt and angry. Paul and the early church understood that this was Satan’s ploy. The church today teaches forgiveness but doesn’t really seem to understand the spiritual battle that is played out in this scenario. If we remain in unforgiveness, Paul says, we give Satan the opening to take advantage of us.

Now that is really a pretty simple teaching. I should think that no one wants to give Satan an opportunity to take advantage of them. Therefore, the simple conclusion is to forgive everyone who offends you (emphasis on everyone). Let their actions be between them and Jesus. Make your focus undermining the devil’s scheme by forgiving. That is where the battle line is drawn.

2053. Tuesday, June 30, 2015
Finding Answers
(from 3/12/09)
John 14: 614: 6

I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
I think we sometimes become so familiar with certain verses that we cease to hear what they have to say. This is one of those verses. It is amazingly powerful. The world is out there looking for answers to all kinds of problems. Unfortunately, we Christians often look to the world for every kind of answer too. We have forgotten that Jesus came to earth to be the answer. He is the way for which we are searching. Jesus has paved the way for us to go to the Father of all for every answer that has or ever will exist. The creator is standing by to give us answers and show us the way. Don’t look to the world for your answers; they do not have them. Ask your Father. He knows all and is more than willing to share all of the wisdom he has with you.

2054. Wednesday, July 1, 2015

Arrayed Against Us

 2 Chronicles 32: 1 - 8

After these acts of faithfulness Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah and besieged the fortified cities, and thought to break into them for himself. 2 Now when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and that he intended to make war on Jerusalem, 3 he decided with his officers and his warriors to cut off the supply of water from the springs which were outside the city, and they helped him. 4 So many people assembled and stopped up all the springs and the stream which flowed through the region, saying, “Why should the kings of Assyria come and find abundant water?” 5 And he took courage and rebuilt all the wall that had been broken down and erected towers on it, and built another outside wall and strengthened the Millo in the city of David, and made weapons and shields in great number. 6 He appointed military officers over the people and gathered them to him in the square at the city gate, and spoke encouragingly to them, saying, 7 “Be strong and courageous, do not fear or be dismayed because of the king of Assyria nor because of all the horde that is with him; for the one with us is greater than the one with him. 8 With him is only an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles.” And the people relied on the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

This book of the Bible, 2 Chronicles, is such a great teaching on spiritual warfare.  My favorite chapter on this topic is chapter 20 of 2 Chronicles.  Today’s passage shows some of the key elements to prevailing over the enemy.

First, you see that the attack began after Hezekiah’s many acts of faithfulness to the Lord.  Don’t let this frighten you but also be not unaware.  Satan will try to dissuade you from doing the good things you are doing in Christ’s name.

Back in 2002 I went through a period of constant challenge.  I remember some words of encouragement my pastor gave me.  He said, “Ivey, this isn’t an attack.  It is a counter-attack.”  Now when you are going through some trouble the first thing that comes to your mind when someone says something like that is, “Whatever I did, I wished I hadn’t.”  Of course, it isn’t true but you want relief from the present trouble yet it did, in fact, encourage me.  I kinda liked knowing I got under the devil’s skin.  It also renewed my strength.  Most importantly it defined the situation for me.  Once I got the revelation that this was spiritual warfare I pulled out the book of Isaiah and started attacking my enemy.  Before that he was running over me at will.  My pastor and friend from San Diego called me one day and started quoting from the book of Isaiah to me and from then on the attacks waned and then stopped all together.  How bad was it?  Well, I was in three auto accidents in three weeks, two nationally recognized banking institutions bounced checks to me for mortgages and so on.  Every day it was a new problem until I realized that the devil was waging war against me.  Once I recognized he had thrown down the gauntlet and that the battle lines were drawn I picked up my sword and started swinging back.  That was that.  

The key here for me was realizing that I was in a war.  Once I knew that I was fine.  We have the might and power in our Lord Jesus to beat the devil every time but sometimes we fail to respond in kind because we have not identified the dynamic.  I used to think, many years ago, that being a Christian meant we were going to live some kind of charmed life.  Wow, I don’t know where I got that because it sure isn’t scriptural.  Jesus told us that we would have trouble but to have no fear because he had already triumphed over it (John 16: 33).  You see, Jesus’ victory becomes ours.  We don’t even have to fight, if you want to know the whole truth.  Jesus has won.  We just take his victory and beat the devil over the head with it until he runs away.  Your life in Christ isn’t charmed, it is victorious and we need to start taking the devil to task when he comes against us.

Tomorrow I will share with you another lesson from Hezekiah.

2055. Thursday, July 2, 2015
Leadership Trait

2 Chronicles 32: 1 - 8

After these acts of faithfulness Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah and besieged the fortified cities, and thought to break into them for himself. 2 Now when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come and that he intended to make war on Jerusalem, 3 he decided with his officers and his warriors to cut off the supply of water from the springs which were outside the city, and they helped him. 4 So many people assembled and stopped up all the springs and the stream which flowed through the region, saying, “Why should the kings of Assyria come and find abundant water?” 5 And he took courage and rebuilt all the wall that had been broken down and erected towers on it, and built another outside wall and strengthened the Millo in the city of David, and made weapons and shields in great number. 6 He appointed military officers over the people and gathered them to him in the square at the city gate, and spoke encouragingly to them, saying, 7 “Be strong and courageous, do not fear or be dismayed because of the king of Assyria nor because of all the horde that is with him; for the one with us is greater than the one with him. 8 With him is only an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles.” And the people relied on the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

You’ve heard it said that attitude determines altitude.  A person’s attitude towards the situations of life determines how they will come through those circumstances.  King Hezekiah shows us the attitude of a good leader.  

The scripture says that in the face of Sennacherib’s threats Hezekiah gathered the people and spoke encouragingly to them.  That is what we should be doing.  Encouragement is a big deal.  In fact, God has told us to encourage one another (1 Thessalonians 5: 11).  Since discovering that God commands us to be encouragers I have been watching people.  Some people are very good at it.  Some people even seem anointed of God as encouragers.  Then I discovered something.  Leaders are encouragers.  It turns out that encouraging others is a big part of what it means to be a leader.  I didn’t know that. 

Hezekiah saw that the threat to the people of Judah was not only to their persons but first to their psyche.  The Assyrians were not knocking on their door for a tea party.   Hezekiah knew that people would begin to be afraid so he gathered them together and encouraged them.  You don’t have to hang out with God, the Father very long to find out where Hezekiah learned this skill.  God constantly encourages and uplifts.  We have all heard this verse from Ephesians, “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear” (4: 29).  We have focused on restricting unwholesome words but there is a second mandate; make it a point to speak words which build people up.  That is what edification is, building people up.  When someone does a good job, leaders tell them so.

I wonder sometimes if we have become such a broken people that we feel like we are diminishing ourselves if we lift others up.  Really the opposite is true.  We build ourselves when we are lift others.  This is such a big deal that the Apostle Paul wrote about it at least five times.  I like what he wrote in Romans 15: 2, “Each of us is to please his neighbor for his good, to his edification.”  Did you know this was the message of Christianity?  Can’t say that I did but now none of us have the excuse of ignorance anymore.  We have all been called by Christ as leaders.  We are the ones who are supposed to be encouraging the frightened, and lifting up the weary.  Start today being an encourager.  If you cannot find someone to encourage, you aren’t trying very hard.  Be a blessing of the Lord.

2056. Friday, July 3, 2015

Made Strong

2 Chronicles 32: 7

Be strong and courageous, do not fear or be dismayed.

Here is a very important key in spiritual warfare.  Be not afraid.  If you want to know the key tenets of the Bible this is certainly one.  I have heard it said that there are 365 places in the Bible where we are instructed not to be afraid.  I have not counted them myself but if you take notice as you read your Bible, you will probably begin to believe that count is accurate.  

There is an interesting story in Luke 8.  A synagogue official named Jairus entreated Jesus to go to his house because his daughter was ill.  Before they could get there messengers approached him and Jesus with the news that his daughter had died.  Before Jairus could take a breath or utter an exclamation Jesus said to him, “Do not be afraid, only believe and she shall be made well” (v. 50).  Jesus knew that the outcome of the battle hinged on whether Jairus chose faith or fear.

If you think about it, fear really is faith in the negative outlook.  Belief is faith in the positive outcome.  You wouldn’t experience fear if you thought there was no merit to the negative report.  It is only when we begin to doubt God that fear enters in.  The more we yield to that fear the harder it will be for us to move back in faith and faith is what fuels our miracles and even our everyday answers.  We must look to God and expect Him to be bigger than every situation of life, even death.  Fear contaminates faith so in every situation we must hear the Lord saying to us “Do not be afraid.”  This is a spiritual key.

2057. Monday, July 6, 2015

Bold Declaration

2 Chronicles 32: 7 - 8

“Be strong and courageous, do not fear or be dismayed because of the king of Assyria nor because of all the horde that is with him; for the one with us is greater than the one with him.  With him is only an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles.”

I am still pulling from the example of Hezekiah.  We are learning from him some lessons on spiritual warfare and leadership.  In today’s selection he encouraged his followers by letting them know that the good guys are more powerful than the bad guys.  There is a similar story in 2 Kings 6: 17.  In that story the King of Aram was angry and wanted to kill Elisha so he sent an army after him.  Elisha’s servant awoke that morning to discover Aram’s army was encircling the city and he was in a state of panic.  Elisha, however, knew his God and could discern spiritual things as well as physical.  He prayed for his servant’s eyes to be opened and when the servant looked around them he saw that the hills were full of horses and chariots of fire.  Elisha looked into the spiritual realm and knew that the forces of good outnumbered the forces of evil.  He trusted God to deliver him as did Hezekiah.

Hezekiah declares boldly that the army of the flesh cannot defeat the army of God.  Jesus said that God would send twelve legions of angels to his aid if he should request it.  A legion is 6000.  So, the spiritual forces outnumber the armies of the enemy and they are more powerful.  Hezekiah said that the Assyrian King only had the arm of flesh whereas Israel has the army of God.  “With us,” he said, “is the Lord our God.”  That meant something to the people of Israel.  They were greatly encouraged and understood that they need not fear.

I so wish this was the kind of revelation we lived in today.  Our God is bigger and stronger than any foe whether that foe be a terrorist, an army or the devil.  Jesus is our might and our salvation.  Greater is he who is in us than he who is in the world (1John 4: 4).  We can be encouraged today by the words of Hezekiah.  Be strong and courageous.  Do not fear the enemy for the greater power is with you and lives within you.  If Hezekiah could prevail in the pre-messianic covenant then we should be very encouraged indeed.  Let’s start living in this revelation.  Our Father is bigger, stronger and with greater numbers than any force which comes against us.  Be filled with courage, strength and boldness today and declare greater is the one who is with us than the one with them.

2058. Tuesday, July 7, 2015

Advisable Reliance

2 Chronicles 32: 8

And the people relied on the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

Here is another significant lesson for winning spiritual warfare.  Find someone you can rely on.  Brother, you are a sitting duck if you don’t have someone you can rely on in the day of trouble.  I don’t care who you are or who you think you are, you need someone to lean on.  You may be the biggest preacher in town but the day will come when you are under attack and you will need someone’s words other than your own.  You will need someone to listen to who is an encourager and a bold believer.  Do I preach to myself?  Sure, but I also have a plethora of people I listen to regularly and on whom I can rely in the day of trouble.

The second part of this is for goodness sake learn to rely on those who are speaking faith in the face of trouble.  Jesus said, “Sure you’re gonna have trouble but take heart because I have already won” (paraphrase of John 16: 33).  You are meant to overcome those troubles through the victory of Jesus.  That’s the plan but when you are under the barrage of missile attacks it is often difficult to remember that.  When the onslaught is heavy enough you will even forget which scriptures you know to rely upon.  I will even think to myself, “Now, what do I tell other people when they are going through this?”  In those times you need the advice of wise, Christian counselors; those who themselves rely on the scriptures.  They will feed you the scriptures you need so don’t hesitate to call on them.   In the very first Psalm King David starts us off with this advice.  Verse 1 reads, “How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!”  I take that to mean “make sure that the counsel you receive is from Godly people who can speak truth.”

And then here is the real key.  Make sure you are listening to these sage individuals.  We want to know that they are listening God and that their advice is scriptural.  And you are still responsible to God for the advice you take but the point is that you need to have someone that you can trust and listen to and you need to sublimate your ego and take advice and counsel.  If you are an island then you are in error.  God did not make us to be rugged individualists.  He made us to be a family of believers.  We are supposed to rely on one another as the collective members of one body.

If you never learn to submit to the instruction of others you will always be a target and you will never be a leader.  Only those who learn how to follow responsibly ever become leaders.  If you can’t quiet your ego long enough to take advice then you will never have the gentility to lead others.  You will never appreciate what a good leader looks like.  We learn to lead by following good leaders.

We all need those who can help us through the storm.  In today’s passage the people listened to the direction of Hezekiah.  They relied on his Godly counsel.  And they not only weathered the storm but they came out victorious.  This is the way and the counsel of God.  Seek the wise, scriptural counsel of Godly counselors in the time of trouble and you will also will prevail.
2059. Wednesday, July 8, 2015
Dressed for Battle

Ephesians 6: 11

Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

Perhaps you have heard many teachings on the armor of God.  Well, today I wish for you to think of it a bit differently.  First, let’s look at the five pieces of armor.  There is first truth, then righteousness, the gospel of peace, faith, and salvation (v. 14 – 17).  After donning this raiment of protection you then take up the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.  Having put on all of these shielding characteristics you are able to stand against the schemes of the devil and defend yourself from his fiery missiles.  

When you pull this scripture apart in this manner you may find something curious.  Each of these characteristics is reminiscent of a particular person.  Look again.  Who are you reminded of when you hear truth, righteousness, gospel of peace, faith, salvation and the Word of God?  Well, of course, each one of these is Jesus.  He is the truth, our righteousness and so on.  So the revelation this scripture should lead us to is that we need to put on Jesus.  The essence, then, of triumphing in spiritual warfare is to put on Jesus.  

So, how do we don Jesus?  Paul had the right of it.  He told us that we must put off the old self with all of its encumbrances and put on this new self in Christ which is in the very likeness of God, which Paul tells us, is accomplished by renewing ourselves in the spirit of our mind (Ephesians 4: 22 – 24).  This is very much like the teaching he gave to the Romans, “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12: 2).  

We put on Jesus which is the equivalent of putting on the protective armor of God and then we are able to stand “strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might” (Ephesians 6: 10).  We are to abide in him and him abide in us (John 15: 4).  Picture yourself taking on all that Jesus is.  Imagine him stepping into your body even as you integrate yourself into him.  See yourself so enmeshed, so intertwined that it is difficult to tell where you end and he begins and vice versa.  Now, how would that impact your life?  Might your priorities shift a little?  Would your thoughts and meditations be different?  This isn’t about behavior modification it is about letting Jesus live with you, letting him be a part of every part of your day? It’s not about imagining what Jesus would do or have us do and try to live that but rather to live him; to put him on and just be.  This is the armor of God, living in Jesus, living with Jesus; making him a part of us and everything we do.  He is our breath and our life.  He is our victory.

2060. Thursday, July 9, 2015

Compassion

Luke 7: 13

When the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for her, and said to her, “Do not weep.”

I have lately been strongly impressed with the importance of compassion in Christ’s ministry and his personality.  There are seventeen places in the New Testament which speak about compassion.  That is a significant number of entries.  It turns out that Jesus got his compassion from his father.  Romans 9: 15 reads, “For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”  The point is that compassion is a behavioral and personality characteristic which is important to our heavenly father.  

The dictionary defines compassion as “the deep feeling of sharing the suffering of another in the inclination to give aid or support, or to show mercy.”  Wow!  That is a powerful ideology and doesn’t it sound exactly like Jesus?  Now we see why so many times the scriptures say that Jesus was “moved” by compassion.  Compassion is not the same as pity.  Compassion invokes action.  When we look again at Romans 9: 15, where Yahweh is talking about showing mercy and compassion, we can now comprehend that His compassion stimulated Him to action.  Because of His great compassion He moves on our behalf.  

In today’s verse we see that Jesus felt compassion for a woman.  If we will read one verse more we will find that he then did something.  He didn’t just feel sad for her and say,  “Oh, I am so sorry for your suffering.”  He did something.  He raised her son, restoring him from death to life.  Okay, that is doing something!

Compassion, encouragement, love, acceptance, forgiveness and forbearance, these are the bricks and mortar of Christianity.  It isn’t in how many Bible verses you can quote.  It isn’t in how much service you offer at church.  The life of Christ in you is seen in how you extend the love of God to those around you.  I see so clearly today how Jesus comes along side us and is filled with joy when we, out of the overflow of our hearts, express his essential nature.  This isn’t something we do.  It actually is allowing the life of Christ within you, his nature, his compassion, to flow out from you.  It is a living testimony of the love of Christ in his people.  And it is how you evangelize the world and disciple nations.  Let Christ in all his glory be expressed through you.

Do you want to find the real church leaders, the one’s that the Holy Spirit recognizes?  Go look for those people who reach out from themselves with compassion and encouragement.  Look at who is actually praying for others rather than talking about it or discussing doctrine.  See who responds when news is received.  Who picks up the phone and calls just to offer an encouraging word or a prayer?  Who is it that always seems to find a way to bless their friends, neighbors and even people they don’t know?  Those are the true leaders in the body of Christ.  They are not always the celebrated in the earth but the angels know their names.  God bless you, the encouragers, the compassionate, the beloved. 

2061. Friday, July 10, 2015

Abiding Life

Joel 2:28

And it will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind. 

This pouring out is called The Pentecost.  The record of this wonderful event is in the second chapter of Acts.  God poured out His Spirit for all people.  Jesus said of the Spirit, “That is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you” (John 14: 17).  This is the purpose of the Pentecost, that divinity would come and make a home with humanity.  This abiding presence is not limited to the Spirit of God though.  It extends to the Father and the Son.  John 14: 23, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and we will come to him, and make Our abode with him.”  God the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit all want to make a home with us.

Jesus talked a good bit about “abiding”.  His ministry, sacrifice and victory have made it possible for us to be united with the Father, Son and Spirit as never before in history.  We are now to become one with the divine trinity.  Our DNA is being replicated in the image of Jesus (Romans 8: 29).  For those who will submit themselves to Jesus’ words and teaching Jesus moves in and takes up residence. We are becoming enmeshed, intertwined with the Father, Son and Spirit so that there is now no separation between us and the divine.  We are becoming so integrated that nothing can tear us apart.  “I am convinced,” Paul said, “that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love” (Romans 8: 38 God’s Word Translation).  And since God is love that means that nothing can separate us from Him.  

This abiding in and with the triune presence of God is the key to our Christian testimony, outreach and life.  Abiding in Him means that we shuck off the old self and adorn our new selves with the life of Christ which has now taken up residence within us.  No longer do we have to will ourselves to act like a Christian should; no longer do we have to contemplate what Jesus would do in our situation.  Now we let the life of Christ which is within us flow out of us and into the world.  We put on Jesus and let his life, light and love reach out to other people.  

If you want to know if you are abiding in Him and He in you check your love walk.  To the degree that you are others centered, that is the degree to which you are allowing Jesus to express himself.  Put on Christ and let him abide forever with you.

2062. Monday, July 13, 2015
Habitation of Jesus

2 John 1: 9  

Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.

The Apostle John is, besides Jesus, the expert on abiding.  In this passage he shows us that we should also abide in Jesus’ teaching.  He makes a rather strong statement here.  Anyone who does not abide (hangout, remain, live in persist,) in Jesus’ teaching does not have God.  Okay, wow!  Now that will shake up a person’s theology.  There are “Christians” all over the world who do not pursue Jesus’ Word and thus, his teaching.  John says clearly that unless we are living in Jesus’ teachings then we don’t have the Father.  One would then have to ask whether or not we have salvation.  How can you have salvation without the Father?

Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter” (Matthew 7: 21).  That is a truly frightening verse, is it not?  It means there are people running around thinking they have their ticket punched for eternal life with Christ in heaven but who are instead deceived.  They are not truly members of the family.  We must allow ourselves to be adopted by the Father.  That must mean more than just repeating a prayer.  Ultimately we must choose our life in this world or His life.  Unless we submit to the Lordship of Christ what meaning is there in calling him Lord, Lord?

We are entering into the final days.  God is calling His children to Him.  This is a time for entering in to His presence.  There will be a separation of people but the good news is that we each get to choose what group to be in.  Today’s message isn’t meant to frighten you but rather to invite you into the deep.  It is time for all of God’s children to enter into a fully committed relationship with the Father, Son and Spirit.  Hearken to Jesus.  Abide in his teaching, abide in his word.  
2063. Tuesday, July 14, 2015

No Longer Sinners

1 John 3: 6 

No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.  

Christians make a big deal about sin.  It is kind of interesting really that people who have been redeemed from sin would be so sin conscious.  But look, Jesus has solved the sin problem forever so let’s get sin off of our minds and focus on that indwelling victory within us.  We are saints, not sinners.

You may hear people confessing that they are “an old sinner saved by grace.”  Well, which is it?  Are you a sinner or saved by grace.  Surely, today’s verse will change our confession.  We know what these folks mean though, don’t we?  They are trying to give Jesus a nod for what he has done for us so it usually is well intentioned.  However, I want to get those words out of your mouth because you are now a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 5: 17).  You have been reborn.  The old person has died and behold you are new.  Hallelujah.  We need to focus on what Jesus did for us in that miracle transformation instead of always looking back at the dirty garments he took from us.  Those are grave clothes and they are supposed to be in the grave with the old self.  

Are we perfect?  Well, yes.  When we are abiding in him and following his leading, we are with the perfect and we are perfect.  But then the old man resurrects and we do something stupid or we just make simple mistakes.  No problem.  Jesus took care of that so we just run to him as fast as our little spirits will carry us and trade our error for his flawlessness.  We run to the altar in our minds and cast our “self” on the altar and put on Jesus.  It happens.  

Am I minimizing sin?  By no means!  I am casting it into the pit of hell where it belongs.  My purpose in this devotional is to get sin off our minds and out of our mouths.  We should be focused on Jesus and his righteousness.  I want to change your self-image.  1 John 3: 9 says, “No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.”  This is where we live.  We don’t practice sin.  We abide in the Holy One of God and we cannot sin.  Just keep abiding.  Get out of yourself and into Jesus.  Let his abiding presence be louder than your former sin.  Lose your sin consciousness and revel in the saving grace which abides in you.  This simple paradigm shift will lead you to praise and you will be lifted up rather than down trodden.

Look, here is the bottom line, sinners aren’t getting into heaven so you better decide you are a saint.  No sinner abides in Christ and Christ most certainly does not abide in a sinner.  Put on your reformation in Christ.  Let your eyes be fixed on Jesus and the wonder of his majesty instead of focusing constantly on yourself and your shortcomings.  In other words, get yourself off your mind.  Jesus is our heart, soul and has become our very existence.  You are truth and righteousness in the Lord, Jesus, our Messiah.

2064. Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Eternal Life Secret

John 3: 36

He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.

I’ve said it before – Christianity is more than the one time utterance of a salvation prayer.  When Jesus went to the cross he had in mind the building of a family.  He delivered himself up so that every person could be restored to the family of the Father.  What Jesus did for us was very personal and as such, it was meant to bring us individually and collectively into a that very personal experience.

Yahweh is very proud of his son and all that he accomplished.  He has raised him to the highest of all pinnacles.  He is the first of all children and our lord and high priest.  It is important, therefore, that we obey his word, not only to honor him but also because he is leading us into the light and to victory.  

We call Jesus Lord and that should imply that we do what he says.  First, though, we must know what his words, teachings and commands are.  We can know this through our Bible and Bible teaching ministries.  To say that we are under his lordship and yet we do not do what he says is to lie to ourselves.  He who does not obey the Son will not inherit eternal life because Jesus is the way and he is showing us the way.  

Second, we’ve got to learn to listen to his voice speaking in our spirits.  How do we do that?  How, if you’ve never heard God speak before, do you begin to hear and recognize his voice.  Fortunately, there is an easy way and my friends at www.cwgministries.org will show you.  

Eternal life is in the Son.  We must hearken to him and to his words.  It is not enough to say that we are Christians.  That isn’t the secret password to get through the gates.  The secret is no secret at all – it is adherence, yes, obedience, to the Lord Jesus.  Hear what he has to say, read his word and follow.

2065. Thursday, July 16, 2015

Big Guns

Matthew 5: 44 

Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.
Okay, now we are talking about serious spiritual warfare.  This verse doesn’t look like warfare though, does it?  None the less, this is where the rubber meets the road.  When the enemy is all around you and it feels like even the house is falling down on you then start praying.  Sometimes the pressure on you is so heavy that it is hard to pray.  I understand that.  Just come up with something real simple that you can say each time you feel overwhelmed.  Here is an example, “Father, I forgive them and ask that you forgive them. I pray that you bless them and meet their needs.”  Then every time that feeling comes in your gut just turn your thoughts to our beloved Father and pray those words.  

Jesus gave this scripture for us, not for them.  He said “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16: 33 NIV).  This is one of the ways that he is leading us from trouble to overcoming.  Trouble comes but Jesus is our victory.  He has already provided the means of triumph.  He spent his time on earth teaching us those means.  So when you read that you should pray for your enemies, take heart because Jesus is leading you to the victory.  Glory!

2066. Friday, July 17, 2015

Hear Me

John 16: 13

But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.

Okay, so here is my question.  How is it that the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, is supposed to “speak” to us?  Well?  You see, I was reading in the book of John when I read this very familiar verse.  I mean, it’s highlighted in my Bible. I know this verse and yet as I was reading it, I just stopped in my tracks.  I have always assumed so much as I read it.  How, am I to hear what the Holy Spirit is speaking?  How is he going to guide me into all truth?  This is a big verse with several really big disclosures in it.  Are we all prepared to hear him?

I am aware that there are a lot of people who never hear Yahweh speaking to them.  I’ve got to say, my heart grieves over this fact.  Most of you know my story and how I was desperate to hear God talking to me.  I literally chased God down in my pursuit to hear His voice.  The Bible says to seek Him but I was way past that.  I flew 2500 miles to a conference and I told our Father that I was coming back with the ability to hear His voice.  And you know what, Dad honored my desire.  I got what I wanted and Dad got what he wanted, me.  Life has not been the same since.

There is no reason why you cannot hear God, the Holy Spirit and the Son speak to you too.  There certainly is nothing special about me.  Maybe you can hear Him now but just not as often or as clearly as you would like.  My advice to you is, “Don’t settle for anything less than everything.”  Ephesians 3: 20 casts our mind out beyond normal, common or perhaps even possible.  Father wants us thinking beyond our boundaries continuously.  Today’s boundary is tomorrow’s history.  He is the God of “exceedingly abundantly beyond all that we ask or think.”

Jesus sending the Holy Spirit to us was a really big deal.  This is the age of the Holy Spirit right now and we really need to connect with him.  He was sent here for us, to help us and to be always at our side.  We can talk with him, we can see him.  He is here, in the earth, for us.  It is he who leads us into victory daily.

I want to encourage you.  If you don’t hear God’s voice routinely or you just want to improve your connectivity – Press In.  Call on God.  Chase Him down in the streets if you must.  He is willing to grant you this interconnectedness with Him where you feel His presence and hear His voice.  There is more that He would do with and for all of us but it is beyond all that I can think or ask in this moment.  Let’s rally together to call on God and receive everything that Jesus won for us, especially that we hear all the Holy Spirit speaks. 

2067. Monday, July 20, 2015

Ephesians 4: 22

Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share with him who has need.

Likely most of us think our labor is meant to meet our own needs.  That is not, however, what God thinks.  We need to make a radical departure from our thought process and get in agreement with the Lord, our God.

We have been trained by the world to think that it is our job to work and meet our own needs.  If you can read today’s verse with fresh eyes you will see that our labor is meant to meet the needs of others.  Our paychecks are seeds which we so into the Kingdom of God by sharing with those who have need.  Our needs are met by God through our giving.  “And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4: 19).

In order to understand Philippians 4: 19 you have to read the passages surrounding it.  Verse 19 is Paul’s response for the gifts which had been bestowed upon him.  He was conveying to those who sent the gifts that because they had given to him, God would give to them.  They met Paul’s needs so God was going to abundantly meet their needs.  So our met needs are in our seeds.  Our giving determines what we receive.  

When we consume all of our paycheck week to week, it is like we are stealing.  God said to labor so that we might have something to share.  We have to ask ourselves, “What are we sharing?”  A farmer who reaps his harvest and eats all of the crop will not farm long.  A portion of that crop is seed for next year’s harvest.

Look at your labor in a new way today.  Get a new perspective on your job.  God has riches stored in Christ Jesus that He longs to pour out on each one of us.  It is literally a harvest of abundance.  Now you know where to get the seed.

2068. Tuesday, July 21, 2015
A House Well Built


Jeremiah 22: 13, 17
13 Woe to him who builds his house without righteousness and his upper rooms without justice, who uses his neighbors services without pay and does not give him his wages.

17 But your eyes and your heart are intent only upon your own dishonest gain.

What is this really about?  It is about building our lives on virtue and righteousness.  We are living in a time that is very much centered on the individual.  Our society tells us to get all we can for ourselves.  We are actually taught to be very self-centered and greedy.  And just look at the economic trouble that ideology is causing all of us right now.  God wants us to have nice things but he does not want our gain to come off of the misused labors of others.  God is a giver, not a taker.  He wants us to behave as He does.  When He wants something, He sows a seed.  He gives his way into what he desires.  He sowed His only child and got back many sons and daughters.  That is how His kingdom works.  Let us build our lives on the same principles God uses.  Rather than using people for our gain and our purposes, let us bless those around us; building our house in righteousness rather than selfishness.

2069. Wednesday, July 22, 2015

Living Long

Genesis 6: 3

Then the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”

How long should we live?  In this passage from Genesis God says a hundred and twenty years.  Personally, I think that should be a minimum because this was after the fall.  In other words, man in his fallen state should live to be one hundred and twenty years old.  How long, then, should redeemed, restored people live?  Before the fall and before the curse presumably people would live longer.  Or before people learned how to die young, they lived longer.

Even in the depths of our disobedience people had an expectation of long life.  In Psalm 90: 10 Moses wrote, “As for the days of our life, they contain seventy years, or if due to strength, eighty years, yet their pride is but labor and sorrow; for soon it is gone and we fly away.”  In this Psalm Moses wrote about the Israelites’ fallen state and how they had invoked the anger of the Lord.  It is a lament, not a declaration.  He is almost weeping as he writes this dirge.  The Israelites were not living in the grace of the Lord.  They had spurned the loving grace of God and chosen instead to worship idols.  Still you couldn’t kill these guys.  The life of God within them continued to bear witness in their flesh despite their gross disobedience.    And to further undermine this life span limitation, Moses lived to the age of one hundred and twenty.  Furthermore, “Although Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died, his eye was not dim, nor his vigor abated” (Deuteronomy 34: 7).  Moses was still climbing mountains when he reached the end of his life.  He wasn’t feeble and broken and you are not meant to be either.  We are children of the King, endowed with the life giving power of God Almighty living in our bones.  He that called forth life from the very beginning is alive and well in every cell of our bodies right now.  Only, we have the switch.  We can be in life and health or we can increase in sickness.  God said, “I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse.  So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants” (Deuteronomy 30: 19).  Why, then, do we keep choosing death?  For goodness sakes, Moses was 80 years old when he went into ministry.  “Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three, when they spoke to Pharaoh” (Exodus 7: 7). His ministry was just beginning.  The job that he is still known for didn’t even begin until he was what some may consider advanced in years and then he stayed in that job for forty years.  Let’s get a revelation folks.  We have been lied to.

Now let us quickly look at Psalm 91: 16, “With a long life I will satisfy him and let him see My salvation.”  While the 90th Psalm was written in the context of disobedience and God’s anger with the rebellious Israelites, the 91st Psalm is written about they who trust in the Lord.  If you have section headers you may want to look in your Bible at this Psalm.  My chapter heading reads “Security of the one who trusts in the Lord.”  This is a direct promise to you if you live your life in Christ as we have been taught.  If you trust God with you daily life then you should move out of the 90th Psalm into the 91st and expect to be satisfied with a long life.  The late Kenneth Hagin said, “If you hear I have passed on you will know that I got satisfied.”  And he did.  He was satisfied with a long life and just laid his body down and moved to heaven.

Live as long as you want to and remain in good health the whole time.  Be active and fruitful.  Our Father has said “And I shall fulfill the number of your days” (Exodus 23: 26).  So don’t go early unless you are satisfied.  If you want to see your great-grandchildren then hang around and rely on the life giving power of our Heavenly Father.

2070. Thursday, July 23, 2015
Logic Defied

Proverb 11: 24

Amplified

There are those who [generously] scatter abroad, and yet increase more; there are those who withhold more than is fitting or what is justly due, but it results only in want.

Have you ever heard anything so counter-intuitive in your life?  How can you give away and yet have more or hoard and have less?  It makes no sense.  Look at the NIV translation rendition of this verse: “One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.”  I feel compelled to conclude that things work differently in the Kingdom of God than they do in the world.

We could reverse engineer this verse and get an epiphany.  This is how that would look.  If I want to increase more, then I would want to generously scatter abroad or as the NIV says, I would need to give freely.  Now, here is where we have to make a decision.  God is telling us one way to increase but all of our experience and logic tell us the exact opposite.  If I need money, for example, my natural first response is not to go give money.  One might work overtime, sell something or maybe not give to the church this month.  That is how we have been taught by the world economic system.   Look around you, though, how well is the world economic system working.  Have you been listening to the news broadcasts about Greece’s troubles?  Greece is not alone.  We are all just a few short days away from being broke, busted.  Why then are we so heavily invested in the world system?  Does that really make sense?  We keep investing in a broken system; we keep taking our advice from those who have run entire economies into the ground.  Perhaps it is a time for a change in our thinking.  Maybe it would be a good thing to take our financial advice from a guy who paves his driveway and roads with gold.

Honestly, if we want to succeed in this life, we are much better off to listen to our heavenly father than to continue to try to get a harvest from depleted fields.  Our father has abundant resources staged and awaiting each and every one of us.  We need to start listening to Him and applying His advice.  It may not seem to make sense at first blush but how much sense does it make for us to continue to pour our money and other resources down the drain.  This world system cannot produce fruit.  It is broken.  How long are we going to continue to try to ride a dead horse?  Take a tip from the master investor.  Scatter abroad, give generously.  Then you will indeed have a great harvest.  It’s true!

2071. Friday, July 24, 2015

Entrapment

from 3/17/09

Proverb 1: 18
But they lie in wait for their own blood; they ambush their own lives.

This verse tells us about the ramification of sowing ill-fated seed.  When people plot to hurt or deceive others, they are in fact lying in wait for their own blood.  They are killing themselves.  Verse 19 says that this kind of life “takes away the life of its possessors.”  In other words, these acts are draining the life out of the person who performs them.  God gives us guidelines and rules to go by because he is trying to protect our lives.  He wants you to consider other people’s feelings and be kind to others because he wants to protect your life from damage.  Put other people first in your life so that more life can flow to you.

2072. Monday, July 27, 2015
Free from Judgment

Romans 2: 1

Therefore you are without excuse, every man of you who passes judgment, for in that you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.

First, I am not sending you this for the purpose of condemnation.  It just struck me so hard and so loudly that I needed to write about it.  If this is not for you, then just read it for the other people in your life that may need light in this area.  However, having said that, I find that most of us have little pockets of judgment left in us.  I wish I was clean of all judgment but if I said that you would know I was lying.  

The great Apostle Paul wrote this.  I was first struck by how strongly he addressed his followers.  It does not seem that he was in the least concerned with offending his followers.  He did not even seem to consider how this counsel might affect his offerings.  I could wish that all ministers had the courage to tell us what we need to hear but that is not an easy thing to do.  You never want to offend people or hurt their feelings but at some level there is a time when the truth must be told.  I believe Paul was more concerned about his flock’s eternal souls than their overly tender feelings.

Paul understood how large a stumbling block judgment really is.  Jesus said if you judge you will be judged (Matthew 7: 1).  Well, for my part, I do not want to be judged by Jesus.  I want our beloved Father to look at me and see the blood of Jesus rather than my stupidity.  I do not wish to enter into a theological debate about salvation and the blood but it seems clear to me that Paul picked up on the revelation of Jesus as it regards judgmental attitudes and behaviors and that those judgments we make have a detrimental effect on us rather than on the object of our judgment.

How far does this non-judgment go?  In order to answer that please allow me to show you how the Father taught me about judgment.  I knew someone involved in adultery.  Now, of all the “sins” the sin of adultery is about as clear as any sin can be.  It is black and white, no gray area at all.  Well, I was struggling with loving the one involved in this sin and being supportive of their needs.  What they were doing was just WRONG and they were confessing Christians.  Where was I to stand?  I wanted to stand with the Bible and on the side of right.  Dad drew me up short on this though.  He said it wasn’t my job to judge them.  I didn’t think I was, frankly.  The Bible judges them, the Word judges them.  Their behaviors, quite honestly, were none of my business, as it turns out.  Their actions were a private matter between them and God even as my own are between me and God and for no one else to judge.  You don’t have to ratify actions or encourage actions that the Bible prohibits but it is not our job to judge other people’s souls.  If the truth were to be told, we each have our hands full with our own missteps.  

Since that situation Father has taught me a lot about judging others.  Whether you think a thing is right or wrong is completely irrelevant.  Isn’t that something?  Even if the Bible says that a thing is a sin, it still is not our place to judge people as right or wrong, sinful or saints.  None of us have been appointed as Lord High Judge.  “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son” (John 5: 22). Even Jesus does not judge for he said, “I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world ” (John 12: 47).  If Jesus set aside judgment, why do we so revel in it?  Consider the woman caught in adultery in the eighth chapter of John who the Pharisees brought before Jesus.  He had the most brilliant response to them.  They wanted her judged, condemned and punished.  They knew, however, that Jesus went around preaching love and grace.  They had him trapped, sure enough.  You probably recall the story,  Jesus challenged the accusers saying, “He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her” (v. 7).  Well, that is the point isn’t it?  Who among us is without sin?  Let the one without sin judge others.  When Jesus looked up, all of the woman’s accusers were gone. Why?  They had the stain of guilt and sin on them.  They were not qualified to judge anyone.  

Isn’t it clever that these legalistic, holier than thou, Pharisees chose an adulterous situation to confront Jesus with?  That was the very situation Father used to confront me.  Jesus knew that our Father does not want us to engage in adultery.  He knew every word of scripture.  None the less, he did not judge the woman.  Whatsmore, by his handling of the confrontation from the Pharisees, he prevented her being judged and stoned.  Jesus, the sinless, Jesus the holy allowed a sinner to escape judgment.  Howbeit that we the sin stained are so righteous that we would enforce judgment, condemnation and death on the accused?  

Jesus did not agree with sin nor encourage it.  So many times we think that unless we wave a red flag at someone else’s sin it is the same as encouraging sin but it is we who need the revelation.  Then we will be able to help others.  Jesus showed grace to the woman.  He extended the Father’s love but he did not encourage sin.  You will see in the closing verses of this story that Jesus said to the woman, “Woman, where are they?  Did no one condemn you?”  When she confirmed that not one  person condemned her he said, “Neither do I condemn you; go your way.  From now on sin no more.”  

Paul understood what Jesus taught when he was in the earth.  Our judgments of other people do more damage to us than they do anyone else.  Judgments are very like unforgiveness.  They each deal out enormous damage but the damage is reflective.  In other words, they hurt us.  “And do not judge and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned” (Luke 6: 38).  Surely Jesus understood the things of the Spirit.  He is trying to reveal to us that we are our own worst enemies.  Paul wrote that those who judge others condemn themselves.  That is exactly what Jesus said.  

I realize today’s devotional is long but it is important.  We are condemning ourselves through our determinations about other people’s lives.  So let us all do ourselves a favor.  Free yourself from condemnation.  Leave judgments of others to the Lord.  It’s not your job.  It’s not your business.  Get free and save yourself.

2073. Tuesday, July 28, 2015

Put on Jesus

Matthew 5: 48

Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

How many sermons have you heard on this verse?  Not many I’ll wager.  No, we are too busy confessing that we are “just old sinners saved by grace.”  Well, let’s get a new revelation and a new confession today.  Jesus said we are to be perfect in the image of our heavenly Father. 

I will tell you for a start that when some ministers come across a difficult bit of scripture like this they begin to get all theological and come up with amazing theories about what that scripture means.  Perhaps I am just not as intellectual as they but I suggest that we start with taking the word at face value.  Words mean what the mean.  Jesus used he words he meant to use when he said be perfect and just because we are theologically challenged does not mean that they do not mean what even a child could read and understand.  I think sometimes we can be too smart for our own good.  Jesus thought so too because he said we must become like children.  In fact he said that if we would see the kingdom of heaven we must become like children (Matthew 19: 3).  So, today’s verse really is quite simple.  You are to be perfect.  Let’s not confuse it with a lot of theoretical gibberish.  

Since Jesus told us to be perfect he must have known a way for us to accomplish it.  I would suggest that The Way is Jesus (John 14: 6).  Paul told us to shuck off our old selves and put on the new self which is Christ Jesus: “In reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth” (Ephesians 4: 22 – 24).  There you go.  It really isn’t at all complicated.  Put on Jesus as your robe of holiness, righteousness and truth.  

Now, I said it isn’t complicated but I did not say it was easy.  We love to hang onto our old selves.  We enshrine the “old man” on the throne of our hearts.  We were taught, “It’s every man for himself” and “You’ve got to grab all you can get.”  Those are heathen values; not Godly values.  We are told to die to self and live through Jesus considering other people’s needs as more important than our own but what an internal revolution that takes.  We must begin by choosing to lay down our lives for our Messiah.  Once we do, then we can take up Christ.  We put on the perfect like donning the majestic robes of the King.  As long as we stay in the perfect, we are perfect.  This is our mandate.  This is the commandment.  “Live in Me” (John 15: 4 God’s Word Translation).  

We weren’t commanded to TRY to be perfect.  We are commanded to BE perfect.  In the famous words of Yoda from Star Wars, “There is no try.  There is only do.”  So change your self-image if need be.  Please change your confession if you are still calling yourself a sinner and then change your clothes.  Put on the robes of the righteous one, the perfect one.  Put on Jesus.

2074. Wednesday, July 29, 2015

The Audacity

Romans 4: 21 

Fully satisfied and assured that God was able and mighty to keep His word and to do what He had promised.

This verse was written about Abraham who is called the father of faith.  This is the picture of faith; not questioning whether God is able to fulfil His promise to us.  Verse 20 reads from the NASB thus: “Yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God.”  Abraham did not waver.  He was fully assured that the God who made him a promise was well able to deliver on that promise.  Fully assured, not partially, Abraham was convinced that God would come through.

After reading this verse I felt compelled to look  up assurance and assure in the dictionary.  This is what I found.
Assurance: 1. The act of assuring. 2. A statement or indication that inspires confidence. 3. a. Freedom from doubt; certainty. B. Self-confidence. 4. Boldness; audacity.

Assure: 1. To inform confidently, with a view to removing doubt. 2. To cause to feel sure; convince. 3. To give confidence to; reassure. 4. To make certain; ensure.

Wow!  Those are strong words.  I love the boldness with which we can be assured that God is with us and for us.  Can we even go so far as to be audacious?  Sure we can and some are.  We can have absolute certainty that the one who promised is prepared to follow through on His promise.  What, then, makes us different from Abraham?  That is to say, how many people do you know personally with audacious faith?  My goodness but I would like to aspire to be known as one with that kind of outrageous, radical faith.  Can you imagine how much the locals made fun of Abraham and Sarah?  People probably said, “Oh, you know, they are those ‘faith’ people.  They think they can have a baby at their advanced ages because their God made them a promise.”  Oh that we could be that daring, that bold in our believing.  Jesus said that with just a little bit of faith, nothing would be impossible to us (Matthew 17: 20).  

God is mighty and able to deliver on all His good promises.  Do you believe it?

2075. Thursday, July 30, 2015

Answer Desk

John 14: 6

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.”

There is so much in this verse but I want to focus on just one narrow aspect of it today and hopefully bring light, answers and freedom to people.  So, think of someone you can forward this to today.

One day while sitting at my desk working I was thunder struck by all the trouble and problems people have.  I really do not know how people who don’t have Jesus work through all of the junk that life puts in the way.  As I probed the issue, though, I realized that many of us Christians are not living in the fullness of the victory that Jesus has won for us.  I see people struggling with problems and I know the answer God has for them and yet they never turn to God for the solution.  I have some mini-books lying on my desk and as I look at them I think how just one of these little books could set someone free if only they would seek help.  

Not only does God have an answer, He is the answer.  Jesus didn’t pay the price that he paid so that we would continue to wrestle with problems.  He taught us, in fact, that he had already overcome all of the troubles we would face.  Why, then are we not living in his answers?  Why are we overcome with problems?  

I am not going to pretend I have all of the answers.  I still have challenge areas too.  I can share with you what the Father is teaching me though.  I have noticed that my problem solving process is entirely too egocentric.  I ask myself, “What am I going to do about this.”  You can see in that one sentence the real problem.  There are three pronouns which have to do with me.  There is problem.  Even when I get out of myself enough to pray about the situation I often ask Dad what I should do.  Increasingly His answer has been, “Nothing.”  You see, I am not the savior and while that is very evident the truth is that within the boundaries of own our lives most of us do act like we are our personal deliverers.  We are the problem solvers.  We are the fixers.  No wonder we are drowning.  If I could have done these things for myself, Jesus need not have come.  

Very few of us pick up the phone and call another, even for encouragement or prayer.  We rarely call or write seeking advice or inspired scripture.  We don’t even pick up these little booklets written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and I believe the reason why is ego.  To call someone else is to admit weakness.  Oh God forbid!  Furthermore, it is an admission that they may know more than we or be more spiritually mature.  Well, here is the rub.  Not calling proves we are not mature spiritually.  Another reason we don’t reach out is because we have guilt in our lives.  We already know we are not doing as we ought and we do not want to receive recrimination.  

Part of the solution is that if we are called, if someone does ask for help, we need to make sure that we encourage and edify them rather than belittle them.  They already feel small and inadequate.  Secondly, don’t give them your worldly advice.  If you cannot seek the Father and His counsel or give them relevant scriptures then refer them to someone who can.  Refer them to a book even.

Guys, I entreat you.  There is no need for us to suffer as we do.  Let us all go get the help we need.  Let us dare to pick up a “good for us” book and let the author minister life.  Call your pastor, call me and ask what book may help.  There is so much help available and no need for us to continue to go around the same mountain again and again.  No matter how smart you think you are, God just knows way more and has seen it all before.  He can give you the answer in a second.  Let’s retire as the lords of our lives and just see if there is something Jesus can do.  Let’s end the suffering for ourselves and our friends.  God is the answer and He really will help in every single little and big situation.  Don’t wait until you are drowning to reach out.  At the first indication of trouble, call your praying friends and if you don’t have friends who pray, it is time to get new friends.

Lastly, no matter where you are in the world, we at Ivey Ministries are here for you.  This is our passion.  We want to see God’s people living free.  The Word of the Day is being read in many different countries now and on six continents.  Where ever you are, whoever you are, we are praying for you and will always be here to help in the time of need.  

2076. Friday, July 31, 2015

Live in the Light

John 8: 12

Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.”

Recently another minister and I were to teach on the spiritual realm and believers’ participation therein.  We discussed many aspects of  the integration of our lives beyond the physical realm.  Of course a part of that conversation dealt with communion with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The scripture says that God is spirit (John 4: 24).  Therefore, if we are to commune with God we must engage the spiritual realm.  That’s pretty simple logic isn’t it?

The next part of the discussion had to do with angels.  Do you know that angels are real beings?  They, of course, are spiritual beings, i.e. they are spirits.  Well, no big deal there, we are too.  Our essential self and that which will never perish is our spirit.  The conclusion was that we should certainly be able to recognize angels and the role they play in our everyday life.

Invariably a discussion about angels leads to a discussion about demons.  Demons are very real also.  They interact with human beings and have throughout human history.  Some people deny their existence, some people are afraid of them.  Both are inappropriate responses and I imagine that the truth is that those who deny the existence of demons are in truth just afraid and too overcome to admit it.  There is no reason for us to fear though.  Jesus has overcome all of the powers of darkness.  That is part of the good news of the gospel.  Fear not!

There is another group of Christians though.  These are the ones that obsess on demons and demonology.  They see demons everywhere and behind everything.  We know by now that balance is always supposed to be a key factor.  Any time we are overly involved in any one aspect of life there is probably a balance issue.  Here is what this other minister and I discovered as we dialogued.  We decided not to discuss demons at all  in the soon to follow talk.  The reason is that we have discovered that hanging out in the light means that we won’t have to deal as much with the darkness.  In other words, when we focus our attention and intention on the light, i.e. Jesus, we do not have to spend as much time fighting demons.  They flee from us because they cannot bear the light.  If we abide in Christ and he abides in us then we become like a sun storm in the darkness.  

Satan’s forces recognize Jesus.   That was evident in the New Testament gospels.  When, therefore, we don Jesus as I have been encouraging you to do, you will find that there are fewer issues with pestering demons.  I do want to say, though, that there are times when demons have to be dealt with and we are well able to do that.  The gospels show us the way.  Also, there are people whose ministries specialize in demonology.  They have an anointing and calling for that service and we are glad to have them in the body of Christ.  For most of us though, we just need to bathe in the light.  Jesus’ brother, James, gave us the key to living in a world populated with evil, “Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4: 7).  Resist evil and it will flee but don’t ignore the first part of the prescription, submit to God.  If we pitch our tents in the throne room of God and spend time communing with our father, then we will have little worry or trouble from the pawns of evil.  
2077. Monday, August 3, 2015

Position Available

from 10/4/10

Ephesians 4: 11 - 12

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ.

These are called the five-fold ministries and God calls people to these offices.  What I found so interesting about this list is that only one of these ministerial offices is directed towards people outside of the church and, of course, that would be the evangelist.  Verse 12 tells us that God gave these offices, and people to fill them, in order to equip the church for her work.  In other words, the saints, or the laity, are being equipped for the work of the church.  You are the body of Christ.

Jesus told us to go into all the world and preach the gospel (Luke 16:15) but then when he gave the ministerial offices he gave four that were designed more for the church and only one specifically for the unsaved.  These offices are appointed to equip us to go into all the world and preach the gospel.  They are designated to teach us and build us up.  But we are not supposed to only absorb the teachings for ourselves.  We are meant to be the distributors of the good news of Jesus Christ.  Now how do we do that?  Well, this specifically means that we were not all called to preach since we are not all called into one of the five-fold ministries.  But we are all called and equipped for “the work of service.”  Your calling might be as a school teacher or a hair dresser.  Or maybe you are a doctor or work in a laundry.  You are the word of the Lord that is sent into the world and you are going to interact with a lot more people than the pastor at your church.  

You are the one who will be there when a co-worker has trouble.  You will be the one they see day in and day out.  You don’t have to preach at them.  Just let the love of God show in what you do.  Be loving and compassionate.  Do your job with vigor and honesty.  Let them see how a child of the most high behaves.  Let the light, who is Jesus, inside you shine.  It’s not about telling other people what they should do.  It is about being who you should be and allowing the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5: 22) to manifest in your daily life.  That is how people will be saved, by love.  Because God so loved, he gave . . . (John 3: 16).

2078. Tuesday, August 4, 2015
Eating Fruit

from 10/5/10

Galatians 5: 22 - 23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

This is one verse we really must get down in our spirits.  Even if you don’t memorize the scripture itself, remember Galatians 5: 22 so you remember how to get back to it and refresh yourself.

And here is the big reason you need to remind yourself.  When you were filled with the Spirit of God, the fruit of the Spirit entered in with him.  So, if the Holy Spirit is living in you, then his fruit, his nature, his characteristics, are living inside of you too.  Therefore, I want you to read the scripture this way: “I am love.  I am joy.  I am peace.  I am patient.  I am kind.  I am good.  I am faithful.  I am gentle.  I have self-control.  These traits are already in you by the Holy Spirit.  You don’t have to develop them you have only to express them, to allow them to manifest through his presence inside of you.  Meditate on them already being in you and confess them.  Read the confession above aloud so that your own ears hear you saying what you are.  You will find that you begin demonstrating the fruit of the Spirit more and more. 
2079. Wednesday, August 5, 2015

Rest Area

from 9/3/10

Mark 6: 31
And He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a lonely place and rest a while.” (For there were many people coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat.)  And they went away in the boat to a lonely place by themselves.

Jesus and his disciples were absolutely flooded with work; so much so, in fact, that they did not even have time to eat.  Have you ever been that busy?  If so, look at the teaching Jesus gave the disciples.  Take time out.  Do not keep up this pace.  Jesus took them away from their work to a quiet, lonely place so that they could have rest.  The work they were doing was important.  It was the work of the Lord.  They were ministering to the needs of the people and people were getting saved.  Yet even though they were doing Jesus’ own work, working in his own ministry he took them away from it.  It was important to Jesus that he teach them balance.  This lesson was so important to Jesus that he took his disciples away from the needy and hungry children of Israel.  Can you really grasp how significant that was?  Jesus’ ministry was only to last three years and yet he took his disciples away from work.

And why did this story find its way into the Bible?  Of course it is so that we will not make the same mistake that the disciples were making.  Jesus wants us to learn to balance our lives.  He takes no joy in a work-a-holic.  Our society applauds busyness and over work but in Jesus’ book those are the signs of someone who is out of balance and headed for a crash.  Jesus said his yoke is easy and his burden light (Matthew 11: 30) so if we are struggling under a heavy burden then we know we have stepped out of Jesus’ yoke and picked up a burden of our own.  Jesus would “often slip away to the wilderness and pray” Luke 5: 16.  He taught his disciples to slip away so that they could rest and pray.  If he did that and he taught his disciples to do the same, then why do you think that he wants something different for you?  Luke says that Jesus would “often” slip away.  That means that he didn’t just wait for his annual vacation.  He lived a life of balance and he wants us to do the same.  I once heard Kenneth E. Hagin preach a wonderful message about living a fasted life.  Some people live life full steam in one direction and then full steam in another direction.  Hagin was teaching balance.  Work when it is time to work but rest when it is time to rest.  Take time to pray and take time to live.  Don’t overload in any direction but rather keep yourself in peace and balance.  If Jesus was not only willing but dedicated to leaving his work in order to get rest and prayer time, then don’t you think it is wise for us to do the same thing?  I know this can be a difficult lesson to learn but listen to the Spirit of God.  He is trying to tell you something.  It is in your best interest and for God’s glory.
2080. Thursday, August 6, 2015

Dial 1-800-God

Psalm 107: 6

Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He delivered them out of their distresses.

My name is Cain Rorie and I am Ivey Rorie’s nephew. I am twelve years old. I am writing to you today because I want everyone to know and feel God’s love.

What I take from this scripture is that God is always listening in good times and bad. He is always there to help you to get through bad times. He loves you, no matter what. God is your Father. He will never leave you.

Even when you are alone and sad, God is listening. You may feel alone but you are not. In times of stress and trouble, He is with you and will help you. He knows your stress and will rescue you. Even in your darkest night, He is the light. God knows your worries and fears. Whenever you cry out, He hears you. He is waiting to help you and heal you.

Never worry. God’s love is with you every minute of every day. He will never leave you nor forsake you. He is always going to be there for you. Don’t lose faith. Just call 1-800-GOD.

2081. Friday, August 6, 2015
He is Coming

from 3/27/09

Isaiah 40: 3
A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness.”

John the Baptist was the one prophesied that would be the voice of one crying out in the wilderness to make ready the way of the Lord.  This Old Testament passage foretells of the coming Messiah and his herald.  Now the coming of Jesus is history too.  And yet, the old has become new again.  Jesus is coming back and there is a voice crying out, make yourself ready for his return is imminent.  That cry is from the Holy Spirit telling us to make ready the way of the Lord.  There are many people who do not know of the greatness and the love of the Holy One.  They are hungry and searching but they search after every kind of lost doctrine out there.  They become the blind leading the blind and they will all fall in a ditch.  Only the true voice of the Holy Spirit can lead them into truth, which is the son of God.  Let us each find our voice and also pray that the Father will anoint people to go into the world carrying salvation and the grace of the Lord with them.  We must all pray if we are going to accomplish great things for the Lord.  Who shall we send?  Jesus is coming.  He has salvation in his hand.  All of us have a part in spreading this message.  The time is at hand.  Make clear the way of the Lord in this land.

2082. Monday, August 10, 2015

The Bottom Line

1 Corinthians 13: 3-7
 
(The Message Bible)

If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don't love, I've gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I'm bankrupt without love. 

   Love never gives up. 
   Love cares more for others than for self. 
   Love doesn't want what it doesn't have. 
   Love doesn't strut, 
   Doesn't have a swelled head, 
   Doesn't force itself on others, 
   Isn't always "me first," 
   Doesn't fly off the handle, 
   Doesn't keep score of the sins of others, 
   Doesn't revel when others grovel, 
   Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
   Puts up with anything, 
   Trusts God always, 
   Always looks for the best, 
   Never looks back, 
   But keeps going to the end. 

Love is the bottom line.  God is love and the only way that we are truly going to reflect the image of Christ and become like Him as we say we wish to, is to major on love.  We must arrest ourselves when we feel ourselves acting in a way that is inconsistent with the above text.  We should repent when we find that we have contravened any of the guiding principles we see in this passage.  Only then can we begin to turn ourselves to a life that is governed by the rule of love.  This is no small task.  Rather it is likely the most difficult journey any of us will ever make.  Yet because we love the Lord, we will strive to be like Him in this most vital way.  Because He first loved us, we are willing, and even desire to walk a life of love for His name’s sake.

2083. Tuesday, August 11, 2015

Fill the Tank

John 5: 19

Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.”

Yesterday we read 1 Corinthians 13: 3 – 7 which is commonly known as the love chapter.  The Message version certainly brought out some interesting and key highlights.  It put the passage into plain language for us which makes the scripture very easy for us to understand and relate to.  It also makes it difficult for us to ignore though.  We cannot intellectually duck below the radar, avoiding those challenging sections.  

In yesterday’s Word of the Day I encouraged you to live according to 1 Corinthians 13.  It was a bit unfair of me to implore you to do something without giving you the “How To” instructions so today I am going to give you the secret to living in love exactly the way Jesus did.  

Some of you, when you read yesterday’s Word of the Day, made a commitment to live the love walk.  You made a decision to adopt 1 Corinthians 13 as your lifestyle.  Let me tell you though, this is not something you can accomplish by an act of your will.  It is too big and we are not strong enough in ourselves for such a herculean effort but I do admire you greatly for you commitment to the Father.

Truly there is only one way to live the love commandment.  So here is the big reveal.  If you take this one big secret and integrate it into your life you will have the keys to The Kingdom.  Okay – the secret is that you must receive the love of God.  God is love (1 John 4: 8).  In order to live love you must receive love.  How can we say we have received God if we have not received love?  The two are inseparable.

May I be honest with you a moment?  I see so many Christians whose life is far from characterized by love.  You can see the hurt in them.  And subsequently, hurt is all they have to share.  Whatever you have within you is what you will communicate to others.  We dedicate our lives to God.  We do service to Him or for Him but far too few of us ever allow God to actually penetrate our beings; too few bare their hearts to the Father and allow Him to move in and set up house.  Even those of us who allow God in don’t let Him arrange the furniture or mend the drapes.  We keep Him as a guest and sequester Him to certain rooms.  This is not a criticism.  It is simply experience.  It is the experience of a great number of Christians.  So we try to live the love commandment but we don’t have the love to give.  We have not received it so we cannot give it.

Look at your life and ask this question, “Would those around me say that I demonstrate the love of God?”  Don’t entertain your own opinion because it is likely skewed.  Would your children say that above all else you are a lover?  What about your spouse?  Now, don’t condemn yourself if the honest answer is that you are not expressing the level of love that you imagine God wants for you.  I suspect for most of us that will be the response.  The solution, though, is not to re-dedicate yourself to the love commandment.  The real answer is to humble yourself before the Father and ask Him to fill you with His love.  Ask Him to touch the broken places and minister His healing.  Then tomorrow, you can do the same thing.  This is a journey rather than a onetime experience.  We heal in bits, we receive the fullness of God’s love in doses.  Fill up as much as you can today and then receive more tomorrow.  There is no end to the vastness of the Father’s love.  

If you wish to walk in the earth as Jesus did then you must use his formula.  He received everything from the Father and then gave it away.  We can walk as Jesus walked but only if we have the same power at work within us.  That power is the love of the Father.  Fill up you tank today.

2084. Wednesday, August 12, 2015

Looking for Love

Matthew 7: 7

Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.

Many times I have asked the Father what He wanted me to preach on or to write about and the answer is always the same – LOVE.  Above all else the message He wants communicated to all people is that He loves them.  That is what He wants to tell you – that He loves you.

“Yeah, I know that,” you might say.  I would ask you if you know that in your heart or in your head.  Head knowledge about the Father’s love for us individually is almost insignificant.  It is a beginning point but the knowledge of it will not change your life.  It is the experience of God’s love that changes your life forever.    You have heard the expression, “One touch from God will change your life forever.”  That touch is a heart touch.  It means that when God touches your heart you are forever changed.  He doesn’t touch your thoughts or your intellect and those who are trying to live out of their intellect are fooling themselves.  

God is a heart God.  Love is of the heart.  None the less, many of us try to know God through our minds.  You can know about God, but you can’t know God until you engage with Him at a heart level.  Believe me, I was no happier to learn this truth than some of you but I am very glad that Yahweh, Father loved me enough to pursue me until I found my way.  I was sincere in wanting to be close with Him so He kept pointing me in the right direction.  Eventually I found the truth and that meant that I was going to have to surrender my heart and my emotions to Him.  I had to let Him in to the deepest part of me and I found that was not my mind.

Now then, what does this have to do with today’s verse?  Well, so many times we read this verse in terms of things we want or need or thinking of prayers we want answered.  What if that for which you were seeking and asking was God Himself?  Imagine that you can knock, and He will open for you.  Ask for Him and He will come running.  Seek Him and you will find Him.  Above all the things we could seek, ask for or pursue, there is no prize greater than the Father.  

In order to know Him we must receive and know His love.  When we seek Him and open our hearts to Him, He pours Himself into our lives.  To seek Him is to seek love and to find Him is to find love.  He wants you to not only know that He loves you but He wants you to experience His love in a very personal way.  Won’t you let Him reveal His true nature to your heart in a greater way today?  Will you open yourself to receiving the fullness of Him?  He is waiting.
2085. Thursday, August 13, 2015                The Robe of Love

1 Peter 4: 8

Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.

God is love.  You know that.  Because He is love then the pursuit of life is love.  Seek Him with all your heart and you will find Him (Jeremiah 29: 13).  When you find God, you have found love.  Love is the one thing.  It is preeminent.  It’s all about love.

When you dwell in love, when you make it your abiding grace, then your actions will be colored by love as well.  However, we know that none of us are perfect.  We still fail.  We still make mistakes but love covers them.  If we have made it our life’s ambition to live by love then love is our guard and shield.   It is our hiding place in the time of trouble, like a strong refuge.  Love protects us.

Think of this too.  Love is also our redeemer.  Wouldn’t you say that is true? Wasn’t it love which sent Jesus for us?  Wasn’t it love that nailed him to a cross?  Love restored our souls redeeming them from the pit of hell and placing us in glory with our Lord.  As is so evident, love is power.  

We have such a small revelation of love.  We cling to the might of God’s strong hand but fail to see that love is the power behind His might.  Whenever we fall, it is love which picks us up but we cannot know God or the power of His might until we yield our hearts to this power, the power of love.

When we envelope ourselves in God, His love becomes a covering for us.  Not only does it protect us but it redeems our mistakes.  It covers the errors of our ways.  That is not to say that we entertain debauchery.  No, as we live in love we always seek to give God our very best.  We never intend to cause Yahweh sorrow by sinning for in truth to sin against God is really to sin against ourselves.  We do not harm God with our iniquity.  We injure ourselves.  However, when we live a life dedicated to love, God covers our iniquity so that we are safe, secure and forgiven.  We live with contrite hearts always seeking to express purity.  However, when we do fail,  when we do err, God picks us up, dusts us off and sets us back on our feet.  

Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and love your friends, boss, employees, family members and the nut on the freeway as you love yourself.  Forgive everyone who has harmed you.  Pray for and bless them.  And let selflessness be your guide.  

2086. Friday, August 14, 2015
Fruit Harvest

from March 23, 2015

John 15: 8
By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.

This is the high calling on our lives, that we should imitate the Lord in word and deed.  Many people will read this verse and begin to think of all the good works they can do so that their light will shine.  It is important for us to see, though, that Jesus did not ask us to perform great tasks and good works.  Rather he desires us to bear fruit.  This is an important distinction.  The fruit of the Spirit is: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5: 22).  These are the traits that Jesus wants manifested in our lives.  If we do all the good works but are not bearing the fruit, our testimony will be tainted.  Good works are wonderful.  There are many needs that we can individually and collectively address through our good works but they are not the end.  Paul said if he did all good things but was without love it profits naught (1st Corinthians 13: 1-3).   Let us focus on letting our lives demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit and in so doing we will forget not the good we can do for others.

2087. Monday, August 31, 2015

Knowledge is Power

Ephesians 5: 17

So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

I have an expression I like to use which is, “There is an easy way and a hard way to do everything.  When possible, use the easy way.”  Paul said, “Do not  be foolish.”  Okay, so understanding the will of the Lord is the easy way to live and to succeed.  Knowing God’s will is like taking the inside track.  The converse is trying to figure it out for ourselves.

I am all for education.  As a matter of fact, a friend’s mother chides me that I will be the most educated person in the graveyard.  Well, I’ve never put a lot of stock in ignorance.  However, no amount of human education will ultimately equip us for the battles of life.  Ignorance won’t either but there is another choice.  We can live in the knowledge and wisdom of the Lord.  Actually, that was the original plan.

God did not call us to Him so that we could toil and worry.  His calling is so that we could step into our positions as His beloved and live in the fullness of His provision.  If we aren’t living in that abundance yet, then we still have the need of more understanding.  Of course, the pursuit of understand of the Lord’s will is the journey of this lifetime.  Those who are wise instead of foolish will seek His will every day, really every minute.  When you know the will of God you will have the confidence to release His power and authority in every aspect of life.  You will truly be unstoppable.  For those who persist in seeking and knowing God’s will, nothing shall be impossible.

In absolutely everything you do today, pause and seek the Lord.  Seek His will.  Let Him guide you in every single step.  Even the smallest matters are of importance to Him.  You will find that you save yourself time and a great deal of effort.  Knowledge really is power but only when it is the knowledge of God’s will for you.

2088. Tuesday, September 1, 2015

Mysteries

Daniel 2: 28

However, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries.

The truth of this verse is so well demonstrated in Daniel’s life.  God gave King Nebuchadnezzar dreams which revealed mysteries.  Daniel was in the position to give the King the interpretation of those dreams.  Some of the mystery revealed by God through Daniel and through those dreams is being further unveiled in our time.

God has stored up all knowledge and wisdom for us.  What is hidden is hidden for us.  It is very much like a parent putting away something precious for safekeeping so that they may give it to their child at the appropriate time.  Dad has storehouses of wisdom for us.  It is His delight to shower upon us all of His good gifts including His wisdom, knowledge and the great mysteries of life.  We can know His mind, His will and His intentions because He is not keeping secrets from us; He has stored them for us.

If we are to succeed in this world, if we are to live our dreams then we must receive God’s thoughts.  If we already had the answers, we would already be where we want to be.  So, we need to humble ourselves before Him and allow Him to reveal His brilliance to us rather than to try to forge alone with only our limited knowledge to guide us.  Be encouraged because He longs to reveal every mystery to us whether that is the theory of relativity or what to cook for dinner.  He is ever present and desires to walk hand in hand with each of us every day.  

Have a great day in the Lord learning the mysteries of the ages.
2089. Wednesday, September 2, 2015
How Do I Know You?

John 17: 3

And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

You know, when I read this recently it gave me pause.  We have a lot of ideas about what eternal life means.  I think, though, that some of our ideas are more cultural or religious than they are scriptural.  What I mean by that is that we have created a picture of eternal life as sitting around heaven or on a cloud somewhere.  Jesus comes along and disrupts our thinking.  Eternal life, he tells us, is not about what we do after we leave here.  Eternal life in knowing God and knowing Jesus.  So, the question we must ask ourselves is, “Do we know God, do we know Jesus?”

This perspective could change our evangelical approach too.  Our goal no longer would be to get someone to say “the sinners’ prayer” so that they can punch their ticket to heaven and eternal life.  Now our aim must be to introduce them to the person of Jesus and to lead them into knowing both he and the father.  This approach would seem to mean that leading them into a relationship with the father and son is the key step.  That means that discipleship takes on a new role as well as a first prayer.  We must from the beginning teach that the key to eternal life is not a one-time prayer.  It is the pursuit of the father and the son.  We should teach that having accepted Jesus as one’s lord is the mere beginning.  A life lived with Jesus and with the Father in close communion is what the father intended when He sent Jesus to earth.  This is not burdensome.  This is the delight of Christianity.  It is an invitation to enter into a personal relationship with the creator of all.

This is pretty serious stuff.  Saying the sinners’ prayer and then sitting on a pew for the rest of one’s life is not going to gain eternal life for any of us.  Knowing Yahweh, the only true God and His son Jesus is the only path to attaining eternal life.  That revelation may even shake up a few of us.  Whom do we know that professes their Christianity, shrouds themselves with the religious trappings but in truth knows neither the father nor son?  It is time for us to shake things up and encourage people to move forward in their relationship with the trinity.  Otherwise, there may be a great multitude left behind.

2090. Thursday, September 3, 2015

Help!

Matthew 28: 20

I am with you always, even to the end of the age.

I have a friend who is very mannerly and unimposing, so much so in fact that she doesn’t like to impose on God.  You have to admire her consideration.  However, Jesus says, “Hey, I am here with you anyway.”  Therefore, we can involve him in the smallest issues of life as well as in the big things.

To tell you the truth, there is no such thing as a big problem or a little problem to God.  They are all the same to Him.  When you consider the creation of the universe, the earth and even our own bodies with all the delicate balance throughout them all you begin to realize that even our “big” problems are miniscule to Him.  He can weigh a star in His hands so balancing your checkbook is no big deal to Him.  Neither is finding your car keys.

The other perspective, the one that Jesus wants us to understand, is that he is with us every minute of every day.  Whatever challenge you are having, Jesus is right in the middle of it with you.  Since he is there anyway, wouldn’t it just be reasonable to let him help you with it?  Imagine riding in a car with some friends when the car breaks down and you need to push it off of the road.  Would you say to your friends, “I don’t want to trouble you with this.  I will just push this heavy load all by myself.”  

Jesus’ idea of friendship is that you and he do everything together.  He is there with you all of the time and there is nothing he wouldn’t do to help you.  Not only that, but also he is well equipped to assist you in all matters.  That was kind of the point of his ministry, to bring humanity and deity back in union.  Besides, there is an easy way and a hard way to do everything.  Why not choose the easy way letting Jesus aid you in everything?

2091. Friday, September 4, 2015

Help, I’m Dying

Romans 6: 4 & 6

Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life . . . knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him.

I wish to share with you today about healing.  Now I realize that the verse I chose in order to discuss health and healing looks more like a discourse on dying.  Ultimately that reflects the point I wish to make though.  Healing is in death.  If you want to walk in all of the enormous benefits of Jesus’ triumph, including perfect health, then you must die.

Galatians 2: 20 reads, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.  This is generically spoken of as dying to self.  We are to crucify ourselves, our flesh or worldly selves, and take on the life of Christ, joining with him in holy union so that he lives through us and we live in and through him.  Ephesians 4: 22 and 24 give us an even more clear understanding: “In reference to you former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.”  

Our old self was crucified with Christ and buried with him but we tend to continue wearing grave clothes instead of donning the robes of righteousness given to us by Christ Jesus.  The renewed life is in doing as Paul teaches us in these passages; take off the old self and bury the carcass.  Then put on Jesus in his fullness and glory.  Jesus told us that in the new age, the age in which we are living, that he would live in us, he is the glory and righteousness within us. “In that day you shall know that I am in My Father, and  you in Me, and I in you (John 14: 20).  This is the great revelation and triumph of the New Covenant.  The Messiah has come, Emmanuel – God with us.

“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you (Romans 8: 11).  You see, it is God within us which is health and healing to our bodies.  The healing power of God is alive in us right now.  We just need to live to that truth instead of living in the world and its decay.  We shuck off the old self, don the new life in Christ and ask Jesus to fill every cell of our bodies. 

 If we are inviting Jesus and the Holy Spirit to indwell us then ask them to fill you to overflowing.  I am reminded of the freshmen physics course where the professor fills a beaker with rocks and asks the students if it can hold any more.  When they answer in the negative he pours in small gravel bits.  Oh my, now is it full, can it hold any more?  “No,” they proclaim.  So the professor trickles in sand.  “Okay, how about now?”  “Certainly not!”  From below the desk top the professor produces a beaker of water and begins to add water to the first beaker.”  

So, I would ask you.  Is the beaker now full?  I suggest that it is not.  If the Holy Spirit was the water we could analyze that, as with each medium, the Holy Spirit is filling the negative space or the empty space.  I posit, though, that after the water is added to the beaker that there is still room for the Holy Spirit to fit in that beaker.  He goes in and fills the molecules and the space between the molecules and he fills the atoms and so on down to the smallest atomic particle.  That is the vision I wish to share with you for your body.  As you cast off your old self and put on the new self, ask the Holy Spirit to fill you down to the smallest atomic particle.  Ask him to saturate every cell of your body with his presence.  

Every day see your old self dead and buried and envision your new life in Christ filled with all that he is.  Let your life in Christ permeate you.  In death is resurrection.  In death is life.  I know it is paradoxical but you can handle the paradox because you have the mind of Christ.  When you die to self you can live to Christ and when Christ is your life then all of the power of the universe is not only with you but within you.  You only have to die.

2092. Monday, September 6, 2015

Happy Labor Day

Colossians 3: 23 - 24

Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.

Happy Labor Day as we celebrate the rewards of joyous labor!  What?  That is not your perception of labor?  Perhaps we all need a fresh approach to labor for by it we serve our Lord.  It is a worthy thing for each of us to have something to which we can set our hands.  We receive all of our blessing from the Lord without earning it but He certainly does bless all that we set our hands to.  “The Lord will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hand” (Deuteronomy 28: 12).  
Today’s verse reminds us to do our work heartily.  What does that mean?  I perceive it to mean that we should give our full effort to our labor and to do it with a good attitude knowing that our service is actually unto the Lord Jesus rather than to a boss or corporation.  God has given us jobs and for that I believe we should be grateful and every day we should thank Him and apply ourselves as if Jesus were our personal supervisor for in truth he is.  We should celebrate with a joyous heart because no matter what our job or occupation it is a means by which we can bless others.  Even if you don’t particularly like your job if you really perceived Jesus as your supervisor wouldn’t that change the way you look at your job?  Even the most awful job would, perhaps, be sufferable if Jesus was in it with us.  And just think, maybe God has you there for some divine, Kingdom reason.

Rejoice and be happy for we have the means by which we can invest our labor.  Make every day a work unto the Lord.  I think that when we see ourselves offering a gift of our effort and work to the Lord, we will find joy and meaning in even the most mundane tasks.  Make this “take Jesus to work” week and enjoy fruitful labor.  Be blessed!

2093. Tuesday, September 8, 2015

God is Good

Romans 12: 2

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

This is a well-known verse; we spend a great deal of time and explanation on the concepts of transformation and renewal, as well we should.  I wonder, however, if we ever pause and consider the last part of the verse, “that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”  Pondering this latter section brings to me two ideas.

First, believers often want to know what the will of God is.  Well, here is a very good clue.  When considering options we can always be assured that God’s will is in that which is good and acceptable and perfect.  If any of those three characteristics are present then we may well be able to recognize God’s will in a situation.  Always look for that which is good if you want to find God’s will.

Secondly, so often believers and others blame God when bad events happen in the world or in their lives but you see, bad things are not God’s will.  We understand that now, don’t we?  His will is that which is good, acceptable and perfect.  Therefore, typhoons are not His will.  Cancer is not His will.  Everything which is bad is outside of the will of God.  

He made a perfect garden called Eden.  That we would live in a perfect garden which had spread across the entire surface of the earth was His will.  Unfortunately, we let sin and corruption into the world.  Now we are faced with the ravages that corruption and decay have wrought on our planet.  Sin was not God’s will.  Humans had and have a will of their own.  And there have been consequences to our acts as there ever will be.  Whatever we sow into the earth is what the earth will produce.  However, you can know what God’s will is and that will always be the thing which is perfect and whole.  He wants for you perfect health and wholeness in your relationships.  He wants good situations and blessing in your life.  He is the God of good, acceptable and perfect.  Anything less just isn’t God!

2094. Wednesday, September 9, 2015
Preferred Placement
Romans 12: 10

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor.

Can you imagine a pastor standing up in front of the congregation and delivering this message today?  It just doesn’t sound like a modern message to me.  I wonder how well it would go over.  Brotherly love isn’t something we discuss frequently and I don’t think I have heard many if any sermons on showing preference to one another.  I am not being critical.  I am just saying that this might not be the way we think and dialogue these days.

You know, this really is a tough scripture when you think about it.  We live in the “Me” generation and are working on getting our own needs met.  Then we move into getting all of our desires met above and beyond all that we can think or ask.  That’s Bible, it’s scriptural so how do we reconcile this passage with all the teaching on God wanting to bless us supernaturally?

I think the reconciliation is in our “getting”.  When our eyes are on others and we are putting their needs ahead of ours then we are in the will of God.  We don’t strive in order to get.  That is the key.  We allow God to be the giver rather that for us to labor in the getting.  But this goes way, way beyond money and things.  This is about humility in human relationships.  

When you are in a body of believers who all subscribe to this philosophy it really can be heaven on earth.  The difficulty comes when you are constantly forced to interact with those who are not only carnally minded but self-minded.  They are always seeking to fill their own desires so the human inside of us feels compelled to push back some.  These self-oriented people may make you feel like they will swallow you whole.  Therefore, your internal man attempts to defend itself.  Don’t we wish we just didn’t have to be around them?  Their dialogue is always about what they want and they really don’t care what anyone else wants.  I can appreciate that if you have some of those people in your life it can be very taxing.  It may be too obvious if you send them today’s Word of the Day.

Here is what we have to do.  We must begin to pray for them.  Notice I didn’t say about them.  Praying “about” people means we are praying our agenda.  Praying for them allows God to apply His will.  Clearly the love of God is not perfected in any of us yet. Their self-centeredness is the revelation of their heart that they have not received the love of God.  They do not yet have an inward revelation of God’s love for them personally.  They may intellectually know that God loves them but the tape in their head of their unworthiness is probably playing louder.  It is our unworthiness, though, that makes the love of God so profound.  Once we accept our unworthiness and reconcile ourselves to that truth then we are finally free to receive the unmerited love and favor of God.  Then we humbly give to others and make preference for them with honor because we know at such a personal level how Yahweh and Jesus have done the same for us.  This is called “loving the unlovely” and it is really hard because your natural self resurrects its ugly self.  However, the more we can receive the truth about the love the Father has for us, the more we will be able to make others needs and wants a higher priority than ours.  I don’t say it is easy but if we can all make a little shift in that direction, then all will be better and easier.

2095. Thursday, September 10, 2015
The Surprising Arsenal


Romans 12: 21

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Last week my mom called and told me that she had employed my spiritual warfare tactic of sowing into a ministry when the devil is putting up road blocks.  She put today’s scripture into effect.  Overcome evil with good.

The devil really, really hates it when he is trying to bother you and you write a check to God’s work.  It is one of my favorite tactics and I will say that I enjoy doing it.  We have learned by now that trying to get back at someone or trading blows with them is not going to yield the fruit we want.  In fact, there is no spiritual weapon or spiritual warfare tactic for striking back at our enemies.  Jesus said to pray for them (Matthew 5: 44).  

The weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses (2 Corinthians 10: 4).  Besides prayer, the weapons of our warfare are love, peace, joy, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5: 22).  Now, if you choke on that a bit, I don’t blame you but ultimately we need to figure out what works and abandon that which doesn’t.  The Apostle Paul knew more about fighting these battles than most of ever will so when he says overcome evil with good he must have known what he was talking about.  I believe an extension of what he was saying is that we will never overcome evil with evil.  In order to overcome at all we must fight with the weapons of our warfare, namely that which is good.

I also believe Paul is telling us that we never have to be overcome by evil.  The reason is that we have a savior.  Besides just having the loving grace of Jesus, we also have his victory which has crushed ultimate evil.  Jesus is good.  He dwells in goodness and kindness.  Therefore, the weapons of our warfare are good.  Jesus defeated the devil by doing a good thing, really a great thing.  He gave in order to conquer.  Certainly that is not how most people strategize for battle.  That is why giving is such a powerful weapon.  It imitates Christ.  That is also why it bothers Satan so much.  It is a reminder of how he was defeated.  

Let this revelation sink into you.  Our God is a good God and His overcoming is in His goodness.  Overcome evil every time.  It has no hold over you.  Let goodness and righteousness be your banner.

2096. Friday, September 11, 2015

We Shall Not Fear

Psalm 91: 5

You will not be afraid of the terror by night, Or of the arrow that flies by day.

On this anniversary of 9/11 I wish to remind you and encourage you that with God we do not have to be afraid.  No terror, no terrorist, no terrorist act can steal the faith, confidence and trust we have in the Lord Jesus nor in our loving Father.  God has provided for our protection and safe keeping.  We can run around in fear, which is horrible for your health by the way, or we can press into God and clothe ourselves with His goodness and His protection.  He is a strong refuge, He is our strong refuge.  “I have become a marvel to many, For You are my strong refuge” (Psalm 71: 7).  

There were many lives lost in the 9/11 tragedy, too many.   There were also numerous people who survived because they listened to an inner voice and stopped for a coffee or felt a nudge on the inside and changed their schedule.  Their stories are rarely heard but they are out there and they are a witness and encouragement.  King David was saved by God time and time again.  He relied on God’s ability to shelter him.  He trusted that God was going to save him from every kind of peril.  We need to stand in this same kind of trust and confidence and in so doing thwart every threat and scheme of evil.

As we honor and remember those heroes, friends and countrymen and their families, those who paid the highest price one can pay for freedom, rededicate yourself to living in the protective custody of our Lord and savior.  Pray for all free people to live free from fear and terror.  Pray for the peace of Jesus for those who lost someone dear.  Also, be determined to live in the victory and glory of Jesus.  Let us not bow to fear and to terror but instead raise the banner of Jesus who has crushed the enemy.  Speak safety, security and strength over our nation and over the God loving countries of the world.  We must stand stronger than ever before in our faith and confidence in the Lord Jesus and our beloved Father.  Declare with boldness that you will not bow to terror.  Embrace the Father as your fortress and do not be afraid.

2097. Monday, September 14, 2015

Perfect Reliability
From 3/26/09

Isaiah 40: 8
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.

There is one thing you can count on all of the time.  No matter what comes and goes, no matter what changes we go through in the world, our God is never changing and his Word is unshakeable.  If you feel that sometimes you are walking in quick sand know that our God has given you a firm foundation in his Word.  Regardless of what you are going through or where you are in your life, the Word is solid and reliable.  It means exactly what it says and you can depend on it and on our Father.  If you find a promise in his Word, it is just as applicable to you now as it was when it was first written or spoken.  He is the God who is more than enough and he has given you a book of inspiration and promises so that you will have everything that you need at all times.

2098. Tuesday, September 15, 2015

Power Line

From 4/3/09

Zechariah 4: 6
“Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord of hosts.

God tells us to rely on the power of His Spirit instead of trying to accomplish matters in our own strength.  It is so easy to get caught up in your own skills, talents and even education and not turn matters over to the Father.  I should know because I have been around this mountain more than once.  This goes to the theme of doing things the easy way or the hard way.  We can struggle in our own strength but it is a much more difficult way to live and a life less successful.  God’s way is for us to walk in love and prayer and leave the heavy lifting to him.  He will make your ways straight if you will only release your work and problems to him.  Give him the situation in prayer and then let go of it.  He will work it out and lead you to solutions while you spend your time in prayer and thanksgiving.  Pray for the situation.  Pray for the people involved and then thank the Lord of the Harvest for your solution.

2099. Wednesday, September 16, 2015

Wait Lifting

Hebrews 4: 11

Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through  following the same example of disobedience.

No, I didn’t misspell the word “wait” in the title.  There is a concept imbedded in those two words.   It is the precept that in our quiet contemplation with the Lord there is power to lift great weight and succeed in every calling of the Lord.

I was speaking with some friends last week when this idea, this principle came to the foreground of my thoughts and I have been unable to shake it.  The awareness that we are meant to glean from this passage is that our labor, our effort is in entering into the rest of the Father whereby we cease from our striving.  In Him, we are able to do all things (Philippians 4: 13).  Apart from Him, we can do nothing (John 15: 5).  Therefore, the purpose of our effort is to become integrated with Him and thus be “in Him.”  The King James Bible says it this way, “Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.”

We have become such externalists that our faith and the expression of our faith has become largely external rather than internal.  Contrast this ideology with some of the great historical icons of our faith.  People like Thomas á Kempis, Martin Luther or Julian of Norwich.  These and others, noticeably the Apostles John and Paul, believed and argued that the labor of our faith was to come to know God in the quietness of our spirits.  Our faith is not in the things we do but in our connection internally with the Father, Son and Spirit.  This is our works, extending our faith, believing with our hearts.  Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent” (John 6: 29).

We should not “do” works at the cost of sacrificing the quiet contemplation of our souls.  Instead, external work should be at the direction of our Father and as an extension of the quiet, meditative connection with the Father.  As in all things, balance is key.  I know people who are so spiritual that they are no earthly good.  What do I mean?  They spend all of their time feeding themselves but it never has any expression beyond their own gorging.  The true unity with God ought to show.  It ought to spill over on to others but not by mere works but rather from the overflowing grace of the Lord.

When we rest in the presence of the Lord we gain substantively.  This is not all subjective.  It has real world consequences that can be objectively observed.  We are empowered in the presence of the Lord and through communion with His Spirit we are guided; directed.  He imbues us with power and then directs that power to His good intentions.  “Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary” (Isaiah 40: 31).  He fills us up to overflowing, speaks to us in our spirits and directs our paths.  He gives us the power to do all things.  All of this comes from spending time and investing our effort in “knowing Him” and the power which flows from just such a knowing (Philippians 3: 10).  

When Moses died and Joshua was appointed by God to take over the leadership of the nation of Israel God’s advice to Joshua was, “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success (Joshua 1: 8).  I think that same advice will serve us well today.  We should wait upon the Lord in the meditation of the Word, prayer and in the contemplation of the Lord.  In that waiting, in that quiet communion spent with the Lord, is great power; great strength.  As we rest in Him, as we wait in His presence and in prayer He performs the works; His power goes into action rather than our limited power.   He assigns angels and directs ministering spirits.  His is the power which does all of the heavy lifting while we meditate in Him and the authority of His grace.  In Him, in our rest, we become powerful ministers of the gospel of grace.  In Him we become mighty “wait lifters”. 

Please share your thoughts with me.  How did this Word of the Day impact you?  We always appreciate your comments.  Thank you.

2100. Thursday, September 17, 2015
Desperate Thirst

Psalm 42: 1

As the deer pants for the water brooks, so my soul pants for You, O God.

Have you heard the story about the young man who wanted to learn the secret to success?  He sought the great guru and inquired of him.  When the wizened old man led the seeker into the river and held him under water until the young man was desperate for air the secret was revealed.  “When you want success,” the old man told him, “as much as you wanted air, then you will find it.”

So it is with God.  When we seek Him with that same kind of desperation and desire then we shall find Him.  Our souls should pant for God.  We should be so desperately thirsty that nothing can stand in the way of our finding all that we want.

1 Chronicles 28: 9 reads, “If you seek him, he will be found by you (NIV).  God wants to be found by you.  I like to say He hides in plain sight.  You just have to open your eyes and look.  We must direct our eyes to see.  He is there waving a flag at you hoping that you will look to Him.

“Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near” (Isaiah 55: 6).  He is waiting.

2101. Friday, September 18, 2015

Divine Revelation

Galatians 1: 12

For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

The Apostle Paul did not have the advantage of walking with Christ the way Peter and John did.  That is one of the reasons he is so important to modern theology and thought.  Like us, everything Paul learned, he had to learn by revelation from Christ.  

Don’t get me wrong though.  I am not saying that we can’t and don’t learn from the teachings of other people.  We can receive revelation through other people and we receive revelation through the scriptures.  Paul was well steeped in scripture himself having been trained at the most preeminent school available.  However, he also knew how to get alone with Jesus in the spirit and receive divine revelation from him.  

Paul tells us in today’s passage that what he taught he received directly from Jesus as a divine revelation.  Paul’s training taught him how to meditate in the scriptures and how to connect with the divine source.  If you look at Paul’s teachings you will see that he often quoted Old Testament Scripture.  My take on this is that He would pray and meditate on the scriptures.  He would quiet his soul as we can observe David doing through the Psalms.  In this quiet, meditative state, Paul connected with Jesus in the spiritual realm.  Jesus taught him about the Kingdom of God; where it is, how it operates, and how we function in it.  Then Paul must have lined these teachings up with scripture to make sure that what he received by divine revelation was consistent with what God spoke throughout the generations.  This is the reason that Paul tied his teachings back to the Old Testament.  Those old teachings were anchors for the revelation he received through his direct connection with Christ.

Paul’s experience is an exact model for us today.  We do not get to walk in the flesh with Jesus either.  However, Jesus is just as alive and just as real today and to us as he was to Paul in his time.  We also need to receive divine revelation because we cannot sit at the campfire and ask him questions.  We have two hindrances though; time and knowledge of the scriptures.

After Paul had his Damascus road experience he went away to the desert of Arabia to be alone.  His whole theology, all of his education and training had been turned upside down by his spiritual encounter.  He needed answers so he went to the desert to meditate and to be alone with Christ.  Jesus met him in the quiet of his solitude and Jesus revealed himself to Paul.  

I am suggesting that we all need Jesus speaking into our lives.  It is through the quiet, contemplative time spent with Jesus that we discover the bread of life.  While not ignoring scriptures, we all need to connect with Jesus in the way that Paul did.  In that connection is revelation for our lives.

2102. Monday, September 21, 2015

Paid Return Ticket

From 4/10/09

Joel 2: 13

Now return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness, and relenting of evil.

Are you as close to the Lord as you want to be?  Are you as close to him as you once were?  Do not worry.  He is a God of great compassion and graciousness.  This is a great time to draw nearer to him.  He does not hold grudges or count passed time.  He just wants to be your closest friend.  He forgives all even when we don’t deserve it.  He sent Jesus to this earth to be the sacrifice for us so that nothing would ever stand in the way of our close, personally relationship with him.  Do not let anything in your past prevent you from drawing nearer to him today.  There is no hardship and suffering in him, only love and compassion.
2103. Tuesday, September 22, 2015 
Godly Wisdom

From 5/22/09

James 1: 5
But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

We all need wisdom.  And we know where we can get it.  What great news that he gives to us all generously.  You can trust that if you need wisdom for a problem, he will give it to you.  He has promised and he is not a man that he should lie (Numbers 23: 19).

We do not have to live our lives like the unsaved, wondering what to do all of the time.  We can simply ask the Father.  That is how we are able to live a life without worry.  We role the cares of the problems over to our Father God and we ask him to give us insight and wisdom into the things we should do.  We pray, “Show me what I should do in this situation,” and then we enter into his rest.  It could be that he does not want you to do anything.  His wisdom will guide you.  In every situation, ask God for his wisdom on the matter.  Don’t worry yourself to death trying to come up with the answers.  That is really not your job.  God does not want you burdened down with all of those issues.  Just ask for his wisdom and his guidance and then let it go.  Do all that he instructs you to do and nothing that he doesn’t.  He is the one person we want advice from and He is always available to give us sagely advice from the reservoir of His infinite wisdom.

2104. Wednesday, September 23, 2015

Pathways Disclosed

Jeremiah 29: 11 – 14a

“For I know the plans that I have for you”, declares the Lord, “plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.  Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.  And I will be found by you,” declares the Lord.

Jeremiah 29: 11 is a pretty familiar passage and certainly good news.  We want to know that God has good plans for us.  He knows the plans He has for us, He hasn’t forgotten.  Those plans are not of calamity but of good things.

That is all great encouragement from the master encourager.  That was not enough for me today though.  It is great that God has good plans for us but, speaking for myself, we need to know those plans.  We need to hear His ideas for our lives.  That is why God didn’t hang up the phone after verse 11.  He kept speaking.  He knows the rest of the story too, that we need to hear of these plans.  So He says, “Call Me, come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you” (v. 12).  That is a good answer to our questioning Him about these good plans He has for us but for many of us even as we hear His words our hearts descend into doubt.

Maybe, I will call upon Him and maybe I will pray to Him, but will He really listen to me and more importantly, will I hear Him?  He assures us that when we seek Him with our entire heart, He will be found by us.  “‘I will be found by you,’ declares the Lord” (v. 14a).

These words are meant to give us assurance.  First of all understand that praying to Him is not meant to be a religious activity.  It is meant to be a conversation.  It isn’t all about laying a petition at His feet.  The best prayer is pouring out your heart into His lap.  Just get real.  Tell Dad exactly what you are feeling; exactly what you are going through.  Tell Him where your doubt lies and ask Him to shine light on those areas for you.  

When I read verse 11 I always picture a path.  I understand that His plans for me, His goodness and provision, lie on the path which He has ordained for me.  You need to know where your path lies.  Therefore, you must also seek Him and not only in a global fashion but also as to specifics in your life.  Which road are you to take?  What is your vehicle?  He has a path all laid out for you that will take you to the land of your dreams and ambitions.  We’ve just got to get on the right road.  Seek Him, inquire of Him.  He has big and great plans for you.

2105. Thursday, September 24, 2015
Worry Wart

from 4/28/09

Luke 12: 25
"And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life's span?”

What are you worrying about?  Jesus told us not to worry about anything.  What good is worry going to do us?  It distracts us from keeping our thoughts on the God of our breakthrough and therefore prolongs the misery.  We need to keep our thoughts on the promises of God and his ability to meet all of our needs.  When we think on the problem, we elevate it in our minds.  It becomes our God in that we are looking at it instead of Jesus and our gracious Father.  We meditate on the problem, turning it over and over in our minds.  In the end, there is usually very little we can do towards the solution anyway.  Even what we are able to do may be completely out of the will of God.  We need to really work on turning our problems over to Him and getting our minds focused on His goodness.  Meditate on God the Father and his lovingkindness rather than the problems this world presents you.  What are you worried about today?

2106. Friday, September 25, 2015

Abundant Supply

2 Corinthians 8: 14

At this present time your abundance being a supply for their want, that their abundance also may become a supply for your want, that there may be equality.

This is God’s idea of provision.  My idea used to be that I would hoard all of my provision for my needs and wants and you would stockpile all of your earnings and take care of your needs.  Wow!  How wrong was that?  Dad’s idea is that I take care of you and you take care of me.  So, how am I doing?  

Paul had a global perspective on this economic system.  He could see how it operated across all the new churches and the whole of the territory.  Lack in one area need not end in lack for those inhabitants because other regions were not only experiencing abundance but they also shared their abundance.  Therefore, there was no lack. 

Of course this is exactly what Jesus taught us about how the Kingdom of God operates.  He said that if we wanted to understand the Kingdom then we must understand the parable of the seed (Mark 4: 13).  We begin with seeds.  Now you know that a seed produces far more fruit than one could ever guess from such a small beginning.  That is the point though.  We sow a few small seeds into the lives of others and then the harvest into their lives and then to ours turns out to be an entire crop.  However, if I keep my seed and you keep your seed, guess what; there will be no harvest for either of us.  We end up eating our seed and there is no growth in our portfolios.

Man, this is the simplest of all parables and it is the one by which Jesus said we would understand all parables.  None the less, it is one that seems to elude modern Christians.  We need to get a revelation.  When we all plant our seeds, then there is a bountiful harvest which we all get to participate in.  Why do we not use Dad’s economic model?  I think we fail because of fear.  Yes, there are perhaps some people who are just stingy but I believe the bigger reason is that people are just afraid.  They think they won’t reap even if they sow.  Therefore, they hang on to their little seed with a tight fist.  Maybe they think that others won’t do their part, so that the sowing will be all one sided.  My answer to that is that at the very least if we do our part we will be in obedience.  Secondly, perhaps, just maybe, Dad will come through for us.  He is the one who makes seed grow.  He is the master of the harvest.  Verse 15 says, “He who gathered little had no lack.”  God’s system works.  That is why both Paul and Jesus taught it.  I don’t think either of them was trying to lead us astray.

Here is the bottom line – everything in God’s Kingdom functions  through the operation of seed.  Until we grasp this most basic of concepts we are going to struggle.  Eventually we have to understand that Dad is in the business of providing but that He does so through multiplying seed.  When you truly get a hold of that idea, you will begin to see how to operate all of the machinery in the Kingdom of God.  Unfortunately the converse is true too.  You will never operate in Kingdom principles if you don’t grasp the first law.  

2107. Monday, September 28, 2015

The Symbol of the Word

Deuteronomy 6: 6 – 8

These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead

God places a high value on His words.  God’s words are the difference between life and death both spiritually and physically.   Jesus said, “The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life” (John 6: 63).   We see from these verses that the words of God are to occupy a preeminent space in our life.  

The first thing that God tells us this valuable asset is to be installed in our hearts.  I have been following the teaching of Dr. James B. Richards.  He has a breakthrough teaching, program actually, which is called Heart Physics.  I strongly recommend Dr. Richards’ teachings generally but the Heart Physics specifically.  The bottom line is that we can, and should, connect with God in our hearts.  Moreover, this “religion” which we call Christianity is in reality not a religion at all but rather a relationship with the creator of the universe and our beloved Father.  In fact, the purpose of Jesus’ ministry in the earth was to restore us in fellowship with the Father.  It takes place, though, in the heart and Jesus is the Word, so it is logical that The Word must be incorporated and integrated in the fabric of our hearts.  

Not only is the Word supposed to be close to our hearts but we are supposed to share God’s Word with our children.  We are not called to teach religion.  God says to teach and share His Word.  We should fellowship over His Word.  One of the reasons we do so is because there is always blessing in the Word.  Even when you go out to dinner with friends, if your heart, conversation and fellowship are over the Word you will find that blessing always follows.

Lastly, if we representatively have the Word of God on our hands and our foreheads then we constantly represent the Word.  If on our hands, then the Word is in everything we do; if on our foreheads, then the Word is what people see where ever we go.  So, meditate on this passage today and determine how the Word can infiltrate every area of your life.

Look for Dr. Jim Richards’ programs at www.impactministries.com.

2108. Tuesday, September 29, 2015

Impossible!

Isaiah 48: 21

They did not thirst when He led them through the deserts. He made the water flow out of the rock for them; He split the rock and the water gushed forth.

Perhaps the least common element in a desert is water.  It is also what the Israelites needed most.  To find water in the desert is a most uncommon miracle but to have it literally gushing out of rocks is the most extraordinary occurrence possible.  For me, what is most striking about this miracle is that water is that God made the least likely thing happen.  

I don’t believe there are small miracles and large miracles to God.  In fact, to Him, I doubt they are miracles at all.  Making what appears impossible to us happen is just what He does.  I think this passage can really speak into our lives because of its impossibility.  If God can make the most unlikely thing in the desert happen then He can certainly take care of all of our “normal” miracles.  

In any organization there are individuals who specialize in certain aspects.  God’s area of specialty is in doing the impossible.  I think He would say to us, “Hey, if it is possible then you don’t need me, just go ahead and do it.  When you encounter an impossibility, call me.  That is my specialty!”

So my question for you is, what impossible thing do you need done?  Just route it to the impossibility department and get ready to receive your miracle.  There is one caveat though, you are going to have to invest in that department’s Christmas plan.  Leave your deposit of belief, faith or trust and the impossibility department will get right on it.  Nothing, it turns out, is really impossible when you send some belief with your request to the right manager.  

Have a miracle today!  Expect a miracle! 

2109. Wednesday, September 30, 2015

Believer Receiver

Mark 11: 24

Therefore, I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they shall be granted you.

If you want to receive, then you must believe.  I was imagining a football wide receiver running down the field anticipating a reception.  You know, those guys want to catch the football, they want the quarterback to throw it to them.  They are eager and they believe that if the ball is thrown to them, they will receive.  I imagine, though, that if they ran down the field not expecting the ball, not believing the quarterback will pass to them, that it would be quite difficult, if not impossible, to receive.  There is a direct connection between believing and receiving.  Jesus certainly makes that point in today’s passage.

There are three words in this verse that stand out to me.  They are pray, believe and receive.  That is basically the formula.  There is, however, another word which is perhaps the most important in the verse.  That word is “have”.  Jesus said that as we pray we should believe that we HAVE received.  In other words, we should believe that we have already received that for which we petition him.  If we want our petitions granted then we must believe that we have received.  

This is a very radical way of thinking.  It certainly is not the way we were taught as we grew up.  We were taught, at least most of us, that seeing is believing.  What you see is true.  It is reality.  Unfortunately, that logic does not hold in the Kingdom of heaven.  If you wait to see it in order to believe it, you will be waiting a long time.

A pastor friend of mine was accosted this weekend by a “believer” (complete misnomer) who was perplexed about a prayer of his.  He had prayed for someone to be healed and that person was still exhibiting symptoms.  He questioned why his prayer had not been answered.  There are two faith answers to his question.  First, who says it hasn’t been answered.  If you prayed, believing then Jesus said your petition will be granted.  Secondly, I want to ask, “Where is your believing?”  Is he praying believing or praying hoping?  He looked at the evidence from the world and concluded that his prayer had not been answered.  Well, he is going to have a hard time because clearly he is not in belief.  That is big time doubt.  Jesus didn’t say to look to the evidence of the world for ratification.  As a matter of fact, that is the absolute worst thing you can do.  Where, do you suppose, that information comes from?  Well, from the world at best, so it is carnal not of faith and certainly not of the Kingdom.  Worst case scenario, it is the evidence that the devil is presenting.  Why do want to believe that?  No, you can’t believe what your eyes see, you must believe what the Word says.  You have to let that Word from God issue from your heart and overwhelm your believer.  Then if the worldly evidence does not agree you get to choose who to believe.  If you stick with Jesus then he will grant your petition.  If you choose to side with the world’s view of circumstances then that is the result you have selected. 

The one thing that seems to trip up people the most is the duration of belief.  We stand in prayer and during that time we confess our belief.  We screw up our faith and commit our hopes and prayers to Jesus.  Then here comes the problem – after we pray, we run out to the world to “see” if our prayer has come true.  So, we are letting the evidence of the world validate the Word of God.  Instead, your belief needs to survive beyond the duration of the prayer.  If you believed, then keep on believing.  So when you see that friend still sick your response is, “No, I have believed he is healed so I receive that healing and will not be talked out of it.”

Christians are often called believers.  I think we need to make that a true declaration of how we interact with the world and with the Kingdom of God.  Believing really is not some big “faith” thing, it is a obstinance thing, a decision really.  Just refuse to be dissuaded.  You have all the faith you need.  Now, do you have all the resolve you need?  Believe and keep on believing.  Pray, expect and receive.  It is time for you to look back up field for the ball coming towards you.  Open your eyes, open your heart and receive.
2110. Thursday, October 1, 2015
Storm Preparedness 

from 5/5/09
Luke 6: 49
But the one who has heard, and has not acted accordingly, is like a man who built a house upon the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed and the ruin of that house was great.

Jesus was imploring his followers to not only listen to His words but also to act upon them.  He tells us that by listening and acting upon his words, we build a strong foundation for our lives; a foundation so strong, in fact, that it can withstand all of the storms of life.  Those who don’t listen at all and even those who listen but never put Jesus’ words to work in their lives will experience great ruin when the storm comes.  What words is Jesus specifically talking about?  The first is his commandment to love.  We are also taught to be merciful and to forgive, to plant seeds.  All we need do is read all of the type which is in red in the New Testament and we will have a great synthesis of the actions that should be evident in our lives.  Jesus teaches us how we should behave.  His teaching is designed to help us withstand the storms.  In other words, it is for our own good that he teaches the things he does.  He is not trying to take anything away from us.  He is trying to give us life and that more abundantly.

2111. Friday, October 2, 2015

Diverging Strategies

Isaiah 55: 8

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord.

This might go without saying but it is probably good that it was stated so that we can consider it.  Of all the doctrines and all the interpretative opinions we hear, surely there is little disagreement over this passage.  However, I wonder how much we actually pay attention to the deep revelations within.

I searched my database to see how many times I have written on this passage and was astounded to find the answer to be none.  I have referred to it in other Words of the Day but it has never been the subject of its own devotional.  Let’s correct that today.  My part is to write what the Father is telling me, yours is to meditate on these words but specifically this scriptural passage and determine how the application of its wisdom can (and should) impact your life.

I have been thinking about it in relation to Jeremiah 29: 11 which says, “I know the plans that I have for you.”  When I put them together I get – Diverging Strategies.  Our plans are not His plans because His thoughts are not our thoughts and His ways are not our ways.  His ways are higher than our ways and His thoughts are higher than our thoughts (Isaiah 55: 9).  When you intellectually connect these dots, it changes everything.  And I find that it points out a major flaw in our prayer life and our relationship with Him.

One of the major purposes of Ivey Ministries is to teach believers how to operate in the realm of God, the Kingdom of God.  Today’s verse and devotion is a key cog in that curriculum and part of the Ivey Ministries Foundation Series.  It is too big for one devotional but I will try to develop it over time.

One of the loudest conclusions of this study is that we need to allow our Father to be the author of the strategies for our success and fulfillment.  He knows what will fulfill us and He is leading us on that path.  His plans are for our well-being, not for calamity (Jeremiah 29: 11).  Since He knows the way, we would be well served to follow His leading instead of stumbling around in our ignorance.   Most of us, however, have learned to ask God to bless our plans.  Few ever really take the time to discern God’s plans.  This is a major failing in our individual lives as well as in the body of Christ.  

The shift we all need to make is to spend our time and prayers inquiring of God rather than petitioning Him to do what we want.  If we will do this we will find ourselves in the promised land instead of the quagmire that so many of us are forced to deal with on a daily basis.  Take the time, please, to ask Father what He wants, what His desire and plan is for you.  His path and plan leads to a land flowing with milk and honey where he even gets water from rocks  on your journey there.  His blessing is in His plan, His plan for goodness.  Your blessing and abundantly blessed life is right here in today’s devotional.  Please don’t miss it.

Send your questions and responses to www.iveyministries.org or use the comment section below.

2112. Monday, October 5, 2015

Quail Quandary

Numbers 11: 23

And the Lord said to Moses, “Is the Lord’s power limited?  Now you shall see whether My word will come true for you or not.”

Okay, so who knows the end of the story?  We all do, don’t we?  God’s word carried the day and Moses witnessed miracle upon miracle.  I wonder, though, how Moses felt or what he thought when God posed that question to him.  Honestly, it makes me a little uncomfortable.  

What preceded God’s question was Moses’ doubt.  The Lord seems to be calling Moses on his lack of belief.  I find myself feeling guilty as I read this because I feel that doubt in my own soul.  How many issues have I faced, prayed over and still carried doubt in my heart?  

The people of Israel were on their protracted journey to the Promised Land.  They complained about the lack of water and God gave them water gushing forth from rocks.  They complained about not having bread so He gave them manna from heaven daily.  Then, not satisfied with the manna, they complained about not having meat.  So, God promised to give them meat enough for a whole month.  Moses questioned God about how He was going to feed 600,000 people with meat enough for a month.  Today’s verse was God’s response.

The story is fulfilled when God sent enough quail to the Israelites that there was literally quail on all sides of the camp three feet deep.  It took the Israelites two days to gather it all.  

That is the way I want us all to live with God.  I want us to experience His bounty.  More importantly, I am sure that God wants us to live in His abundance and in the constant expectation of the miraculous.  If we can learn to believe in God’s ability and willingness even against overwhelming odds, we can see these kinds of outlandish miracles in our lives too.

The thing you must know about this story, though, is that Moses shifted out of doubt into belief.  When he left God’s presence he went to the people and proclaimed God’s promise.  There is our key.  We must believe if we are to receive.  Practice today believing the Word of God.  The Bible is loaded with personal messages to you.  Let God fill you up as He did Moses and receive your bounty.

2113. Tuesday, October 6, 2015
 
The Promise

Numbers 11: 16 – 17

The Lord therefore said to Moses, “Gather for Me seventy men from the elders of Israel, who you know to be the elders of the people and their officers and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with you.  Then I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit who is upon you , and will put Him upon them.

This “Spirit” spoken of is the Holy Spirit of God.  God reveals to us in this passage that His spirit was “on” Moses.  That is a powerful revelation for anyone who has ears to hear.  

Moses did gather the seventy elders and God did put His Holy Spirit on them too so that they could help shoulder the burden of caring for the Israelites.  When God put His Spirit on them, the Bible tells us that they began to prophesy (v. 25).  That is the power of the Holy Spirit.

This is the same spirit which was spoken of in Acts 2.  God promised in Joel 2: 28 that He would pour out His Spirit on all mankind.  This outpouring was a monumental occurrence, the fulfillment of a long awaited promise.  In fact, if you study all the verses which speak about the Holy Spirit you will see numerous references to the promise of his  coming.  Then in Acts 2 we get to witness the outpouring of the Spirit.  

In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit came “upon” people as was the case with Moses and the seventy elders.  This resting of the Holy Spirit upon people gave them tremendous ability and power.  Jesus told the disciples that when he left he was going to send the Holy Spirit (John 16: 7).  He also told them that the Holy Spirit was coming to live in them (John 14: 17).  

This is a new dispensation, if you will.  We are talking about the same Holy Spirit which brooded over the waters in Genesis 1: 2.  However, a new thing was happening.  Jesus was sending the Holy Spirit into the world to stay.  Not only that, but importantly, the Holy Spirit was sent to us individually rather than collectively.  That is an important distinction.  The Holy Spirit was with the nation of Israel as they sojourned to Canaan but He did not live “in” them.  Jesus has now sent the Holy Spirit to each of us, to live in us and to be our constant companion.  He said the Holy Spirit would be to each of us a go along, a teacher, a guide and a helper (John 16: 7, 13, John 14: 26).

Certainly there is an aspect of our own responsibility.  We must each receive the Holy Spirit personally.  He is not going to set up house within you without your permission.  However, when you invite Him in, the power, authority and ability that was with Moses comes and takes up abode IN you.  You become the vessel, the carrier of the power of God.  This power and authority does not just rest on you and then remove Himself, He is with you and in you all the time.  That is a much better arrangement than the Old Testament saints had.

I invite you to meditate on today’s verse and ponder the role of the Holy Spirit in today’s world but most importantly, in your own life.  I pray that the Spirit who was upon Moses will come rest in you and with you today.

2114. Wednesday, October 7, 2015

Seek and Find

Ezekiel 39: 29

“And I will not hide My face from them any longer, for I shall have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,” declares the Lord.

Wow!  You have God’s promise that He will show you His face.  Isn’t that what He says?  As you think on this verse, don’t get hung up on the language “the house of Israel” because we have seen in Joel 2: 28 that God said he was going to pour out His Spirit on all mankind.  Besides, if you want to know the whole truth, you have been adopted into the family of Abraham so this definitely applies to you.

I really love how God had this all planned and how He was anticipating the pouring out of His Spirit.  I can almost sense His eager anticipation.  The sending of the Holy Spirit really was a huge deal.  I often think that the modern church does not understand what a major event this really was.  I have said it before – I believe we are living in the age of the Holy Spirit.  The Old Testament was mostly about Yahweh, God the Father.  It looked forward to the coming of the Messiah and foretold that happy event.  The New Testament is mostly about Jesus and the effect of His coming.  Jesus foretells of the coming of another.  He is looking forward and telling us of the new age to come.  In fact he said, “It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you but if I go, I will send Him to you (John 16: 7).  I can well imagine myself disagreeing with Jesus if he told me it was to my advantage that he go away.  None the less, Jesus understood these things and knew the huge effect sending the Holy Spirit into the world would and could have.

This, then, is the age of the Holy Spirit.  There is so little we know about him, so much we can learn.  We don’t teach, preach or talk about him nearly as much as we should and there is such huge revelation just awaiting those who will seek it.  God said He wouldn’t have to hide His face from us anymore because of the poured out Spirit.  How huge is that?  It is bigger than I can teach because I certainly have not grasped the enormity of God’s statement and the truths behind it.

I want to encourage you to seek the Spirit of God.  He is the third person of the trinity so he is God.  You can pray to him, you should talk to him.  Invite him to fill your home and your body.  Invite him to permeate your workplace.  Let’s all invite him to be with us and to teach us.  There is a great awakening, a mammoth revelation just waiting for us.  Seek and find.

2115. Thursday, October 8, 2015

Pondering the Impossible

Acts 2: 1 – 8

And when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.

Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem devout men, from every nation under heaven.  And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were bewildered, because they were each one hearing them speak in his own language.  And they were amazed and marveled, saying, “Why, are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to which we are born?”

So this is that pouring out of the Holy Spirit which we have been discussing and which the Father promised and Jesus foretold.  This is the Spirit’s great debutante ball, if you will, His debut.  Since this great event, the third person of the trinity has come to us.  Glory!!

Doesn’t this event sound a bit like when God put His Spirit on the seventy elders (see the Word of the Day from Tuesday, October 6, 2015 at www.iveyministries.blogspot.com)?  The Spirit is the power of God and through him we can do things which we cannot do in our own abilities.  He is empowerment, strength and wisdom.  When we allow our spirits to connect with the Holy Spirit, truly nothing is impossible to us.  

Just think about it for a moment.  This is the power that created the earth.  He was hovering over the void and then God said, “Let there be” and there was.  The Holy Spirit brought into existence everything the Father said.  Amazing!  That same power, that same force which was hovering over the void is now living inside you if you have invited him in.  What does that say for who you are now?  What can the two of you do?  Ponder that for a while and then start doing the impossible.

2116. Friday, October 9, 2015
Looking For a Partner

Ezekiel 22: 30

And I searched for a man among them who should build up the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.

There is so much misunderstanding about our Father’s character and heart.  This has never been more true.  People still think that a life with God is about what you give up or more to the point, what He takes from you.  This is a fundamental misunderstanding of who He is.

We are quite familiar with John 3: 16 but sometimes I wonder if we have every really heard it at all.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”  God so loved us that He gave.  His love for us causes Him to give, not take away.  He is the God of good things and He longs to bless us not curse us.  Human beings brought the curse into the world, not God.  He created a place of good and of plenty.

In today’s selection we see God trying to find someone who would “stand in the gap” for the land.  He didn’t want destruction to come onto the land, He wanted someone to intercede so that He could save it.  But ... He found no one.  You see, humanity has sown seeds of destruction and those seeds are going to produce a crop unless God intervenes on our behalf.  Unfortunately, when God gave us the authority over the earth that meant that the power and the responsibility fell to us.  He gave His authority to us.  He, therefore, no longer had the right to do anything He wished in the earth.  

To this day He needs human actors to stand, pray and allow Him to work through them.  He wants to save the land just as He did when Ezekiel wrote these words.  He is a good God and wants to redeem the lands we live in.  He wants to bestow blessings on our countries, towns and villages.  He is looking for people who will partner with Him to remove the destruction and bring about healing and blessing.  His plans for us are always plans for our good so let’s stand in those gaps and be the conduits of His love, grace and mercy.

2117. Monday, October 12, 2015

Bad Advice 

2 Samuel 19: 5 – 6

Then Joab came into the house to the king and said, “Today you have covered with shame the faces of all your servants, who today have saved your life and the lives of your sons and daughters, the lives of your wives, and the lives of your concubines, by loving those who hate you.

Absalom was one of King David’s sons.  Though David loved him Absalom plotted against David to take the throne of his father.  He was successful in usurping his father so David fled from Jerusalem.  Not satisfied though, and the recipient of bad advice, Absalom pursued David to kill him.  Absalom was killed in the conflict and when news of his death was delivered to David, David wept bitterly.  Some of David’s followers and specifically his general, Joab, were chagrined that David wept for their enemy.  David was God’s friend though and the character of God had rubbed off on him.  So, although Absalom had rebelled against him and plotted his overthrow, David still loved him.

In the margin of my Bible, next to this passage I have written, “See the advice of the world.”  I was struck by how this Old Testament episode marks the problems we encounter today.  The world tells us we should hate our enemies but David was a Kingdom man.  He knew God and had learned to see through God’s eyes.  David loved his son Absalom even though Absalom was not worthy of David’s love and devotion.  That is how the Father of all treats us.  Although we are unworthy, he loves us unquestioningly.  In David’s grief he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!  Would I had died instead of you” (2 Samuel 18: 33).  This is an exact representation of the Father’s love for us.

One thing I have discovered about the world’s advice is that it usually sounds good.  It will always contradict with God’s view though.  That is why, if we do not know the Father, we can easily be misled.  Here is one rule, though, that we can always go by; that is the rule of love.  If you are ever in doubt and one option is love then that is the way because God is love.  His counsel will always bring you back to love.  Every time!  Where there is hate and anger you will not find God or His will.  His way is grace and mercy.  David understood this intrinsically and that is why he was called a friend of God.

Let this Old Testament event speak to your heart today.  You have people who are against you and situations that are challenging but if you will seek the way of truth, life, grace, love, non-judgment and mercy you will find yourself the victor every time.  This is God’s way.  Don’t let the world view taint your perceptions.  We are called to love those who hate us just as our father does.

2118. Tuesday, October 13, 2015

Operator’s Manual

John 17: 16

They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

Jesus is speaking here, talking about believers.  Since we are not of this world, then what are we of?  I mean, if we are not part of the world, as Jesus tells us here, then what are we a part of?

Acts 1: 3 speaking of Jesus reads, “To these He also presented Himself alive, . . . speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.”  Jesus came preaching that the Kingdom of God had come.  His ministry was about revealing this kingdom.  The Kingdom of God is the New Covenant which is sealed in Jesus’ blood.  So, the answer to the questions above is that we are not of the world because we are members of the Kingdom of God.  We are sanctified, meaning set apart, from the world and unto God.  We are called to live our lives in the Kingdom of God rather than in the world but we were raised in the world.  We learned how to operate in the world system.  Mostly we have learned the rules of society and how the world system works.  Now we are thrust into this kingdom and we don’t know the laws which govern it, what principles it operates under or even the rules of engagement.  When we are born again we truly are born anew.  It’s a whole new ballgame.  One may have lived on the earth for fifty years and have pretty much figured out the ins and outs of the culture.  Then, in a moment, saving grace translates them from the world to the kingdom of God’s dear son (Colossians 1: 13).  All of a sudden we are babes again.  We don’t know the language, how to walk and we cannot even feed ourselves.  We are brand new creatures (2 Corinthians 5: 17) but without a clue.

Fortunately, this new creature comes with an owner’s manual though many don’t realize it.  It is called the Bible.  Yep, that’s it.  I guess that is one of the reasons the Bible has been so important to me over the years, I have understood it to be my “How To” book.  Because of this realization, my self-interest is very invested in learning what information and wisdom it holds.  Looking back over the last 35 years, especially, I can see how important and beneficial God’s Word has been.  I am very thankful for the good teachers I had when I was young who taught me to value God’s Word.  If I had one thing to change in my Christian walk it would be to read the Bible more.  It is amazing to me to recognize how much my understanding of the Word and of the Kingdom of God has improved over the years.  I think, “Wow, what if I had read the Bible everyday for all these years?”  I know that my revelation would be much greater than it is today.  Still, I see things in the Bible today that I didn’t see last year or the year before.  I see the whole Bible fitting together now and I can see the broad picture.  Not only are there specific principles at work but over time I am seeing the broad concepts emerge.

My encouragement to myself as well as to others is, “It’s never too late.”  While I sometimes regret having not spent more time in the Word, I revel in the new day.  Every day is January 1st and I get to start over.  Let’s not beat ourselves up over what we have not done but rather encourage one another (and even ourselves) to have a good day today.  Let’s do the things which will move us forward in the Kingdom of God’s dear son.  

You are not of this world and not meant to be.  You are part of God’s kingdom.  If you want succeed and prosper in this kingdom, you must learn how it works.  The Bible is your “How To” manual.  Let it guide you.

2119. Wednesday, October 14, 2015

Getting to Know You

John 14: 9

Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me?

Philip was one of Jesus’ hand-picked apostles.  He was on the executive council, if you will, of Jesus’ ministry.  He walked, talked and lived with Jesus everyday for three years.  They ate together, traveled together and ministered together.  One would think that anyone in that position would know Jesus pretty well.  None the less, Jesus accused Philip of not knowing him at all.  Jesus sounds pretty astonished that they spent so much time together and yet Philip still did not have a revelation of who Jesus was.  

Of course, my reaction is if Philip walked daily with Jesus while Jesus was in the flesh, on the planet and didn’t really know him then what chance do I have?  The truth is, many of us call ourselves Christians or followers of Christ and yet do not know him very well at all.  It should be our goal, though, to become intimately familiar with him.  We can do that, you know.  Jesus is still very much alive and although he is not here in the flesh he still talks with his people every day.

In many ways we have even more of him now than the apostles did.  He has now made our hearts, your heart, his temple.  We can, and many do, have daily fellowship with him.  Reading Jesus’ words to Philip makes me cringe.  I sure don’t want Jesus to say those words to me or worst yet the words he spoke in Matthew 7: 21 - 22: “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in your name perform many miracles?’  And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness”.

So what is the point?  The point is that we, like Philip, can hang out in all the right places, partake of all the right feasts and rituals and yet come to the end and find that we don’t know Jesus and he doesn’t know us.  So how do you get to know Him?  Well, John 1: 1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  So we start with the Word, but you knew I was going to say that didn’t you.  Next, jump over to Joshua 1, verse 8 and see the advice God gave Joshua: “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.”  So, step 2 is to meditate on what you read from the Bible or ponder it, we might say.  This really isn’t an intellectual exercise although it may sound like it.  We aren’t analyzing, cogitating or thinking about what we have read.  It is more like mulling it over, rolling it around inside of you for its deep meaning.  Through this process, revelation arises.

And then we should have the word in our mouths.  That’s what God said.  We speak as he speaks.  We keep His words in the forefront of our thoughts and in our heart.  Lastly, pray but when I say pray I really mean spend time seeking Jesus.  Talk to him as you would a dear friend.  Take him with you everywhere you go.  Spend the day talking with him and listening to his responses.  The more you hear him, the more you will get to know him.  Seek him, that is the real key.  If you seek him, you will find him.  I promise.

The greatest reward of Christianity is getting to know Jesus, the Father and the Holy Spirit.  They can become your closest friends if you like and it is nice to know they are always there with you.  Don’t get caught out in the cold.  Get to know Jesus.

2120. Thursday, October 15, 2015

Story Time

Proverb 4: 1

My son, give attention to my words; incline your ear to my sayings.  

I wish to share a little trade secret with you today.  We all know we should read the Bible but we also all fail to read it as much as we should.  Sometimes it is hard to get out of it what you need.  Well, here is the secret.  Read it like it is a personal letter from Jesus to you, especially the New Testament.  Insert your name in the text.  Stop and talk aloud to Jesus about it.  Consider it all a letter just to you.  When you make it personal instead of a homework assignment it takes on much more meaning.

When reading the Old Testament, look for the story.  Imagine yourself as a Hollywood producer looking for the next great epic film series.  The Old Testament really is awesome but you have to be prepared to see it for its glory.  

Also, I know we are wedded to our King James Bibles and you don’t have to throw it out but get a modern version too.  Unless you are an Elizabethan scholar you will get much more out of a modern language version.  I use the New American Standard Bible for its authenticity but I often give NIV Bibles as gifts because although they are not quite as accurate as the NASB they are even easier to read.  And don’t minimize the paraphrase versions either.  I still pull down my Living Bible I received in Junior High to read really convoluted passages so that I can get the general meaning.  Then I can switch back to more literal translations in order to hone in on the exact thoughts conveyed.

I want you to read the Bible because it is good for you, it is life, health and well-being.  I don’t want to make it a bore and I certainly do not want you to put yourself under condemnation when you don’t read it as much as you could.  However, if I can give you only one gift and then you must travel the rest of your journey without me, I would give you the Word.  I know it will keep you.  If your read Proverbs 3, 4 & 5 you will understand how important God thinks His Word is to your life.  Just remember, make it fun, make it personal.  Jesus is talking to you specifically.  I pray for each of you right now in the name of Jesus that God will give you a love of the Bible and a deep longing for it.  Amen.

2121. Friday, October 16, 2015

All My Birthday Presents

1 Corinthians 1: 7

[S]o that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Imagine that it is your birthday.  The dining room table is decorated beautifully and upon it you see a good-looking cake with your name on it, but that’s not all.  The table is laden with festively wrapped packages.  There must be twenty or more and they all have your name on them too.  Wow!  Now, here is the question – which one do you want?  What is your answer?

Well, I am just a kid.  I love birthdays, especially mine and I will confess I love getting presents.  I love opening the presents and seeing what is inside them.  So, since I am just a kid and pretty unrestrained when it comes to my birthday my answer is, “I WANT ALL MY BIRTHDAY PRESENTS!”  

That is the way I approach my relationship with Jesus, Dad and the Holy Spirit.  I very much think of Jesus having provided me with another birthday.  Through him we have all been born again.  His death, blood, crucifixion, but mostly his victory have provided us with so many wonderful gifts like salvation, redemption, grace and so on.  Now which one of his many gifts would I choose not to receive?  How about this one, “Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2: 38).  I want that one most of all.  How shall I leave off the third person of the trinity?  The Spirit is the power of God first unto salvation but then for victory in every area of life.

How about this one?  “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance” (Acts 2: 4).  Boy, this one makes people flip out and it did me too.  I had no understanding about tongues at all and it just freaked me out.  But here is the thing, I was not about to let one of Jesus’ gifts to me go unclaimed.  So, I sought out wise counsel and guess what?  It was all over the Bible.  I had no arguments left and I absolutely will not be left out of anything Jesus has for me.  I want it all so if it is of Jesus, then I mean to have it!

What about you?  What are you leaving on the table?  Have you failed to receive his gift of forgiveness?  How about the bestowment of grace?  Maybe like me you stumbled over tongues.  Well, here is my advice.  Consult with Jesus about all of these things.  Consult with your pastor.  Call me.  Find out to what you are entitled and then begin unwrapping all those presents.  Don’t let one single thing slip through your fingers.  Jesus ministry is and was all about providing you with birthday presents.  Let us not make his sacrifice of no consequence.  Rather let us be enraptured with all Jesus did for us and make the fullest use of it all.  Do not deny yourself the Holy Spirit; do not deny yourself praying in tongues through the Holy Spirit.  Don’t let grace pass you by.  Be vigilant to receive the good things of God which he has provided you through the person of Jesus Christ.  For goodness sake, open all your birthday presents and enjoy them with the joy of a child.  This is why Jesus came, why he died and why he sent the Holy Spirit to us.  Be a child and receive. 

2122. Monday, October 19, 2015

Inbox

from 4/29/09

1 Peter 5: 7

Casting all your care upon Him for He cares for you.

This is the instruction the Lord gives for all the worry and care that plague you.  Give it to Him.  Roll all of the care of your problems and concerns over onto Him.  Take the problem and mentally see yourself putting it in God’s “In” box.  Write it on a piece of paper and make an “In” box if you need to but get that junk out of your mind and out of your Spirit.  Put it in to the hands of He who is well able to resolve all of the problems.  All that junk just hampers your creativity and takes your mind off of your relationship with your Father.  Turn off that stuff and turn your thoughts on to the God of creation.  Hand the problem to Him in prayer and then move on.  He is waiting to take on every single problem in your life.  Give Him a job.
2123. Tuesday, October 20, 2015

Goal Setting 

from 4/30/09
Habakkuk 2: 2

"Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it.”

This verse is the anchor pin of a good goal setting seminar.  God told the people that he was going to give them a message in the form of a vision.  He then instructed them to write down the vision so that the person who reads it might be able to “run with it.”  That language is used in the figurative sense.  God wanted it written down so that it would not be forgotten and so that it could be reviewed systematically.  He wanted it written in plain language so that it could be clearly understood by all and so they could aggressively go after the goal.  God was teaching here as well.  He is telling us today to write down the vision he gives us; the vision for our goals, future and calling.  Having written it down, review it daily.  When we do so, it is easier to daily pursue our dreams and goals.  You’ve got to have it written down and in front of your eyes in order to keep you on target for the big things God has for you.

2124. Wednesday, October 21, 2015
On Track

from 5/1/09

Psalm 32: 8
I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon you.

I am always attracted to the many scriptures that tell us that God will lead us and teach us.  It seems to me that as long as we have his counsel, that he is guiding our steps and instructing us, that there is really no need left in our lives.  He can always lead us into what we need and also give us wisdom and knowledge for each situation.  With God leading us, we can never go too far astray.  Perhaps we do not always listen as well as we might but he is right there to help us get back on the right path.  His eye is on us, looking over us and watching out for us.  We are certainly blessed.  Incline your ear towards him so that you will better hear the instruction of the Lord.

2125. Thursday, October 22, 2015

He Ain’t Heavy
from 5/6/09

Malachi 2: 10
Do we not all have one father?  Has not one God created us?  Why do we deal treacherously each against his brother so as to profane the covenant of our fathers?

This verse can relate to many issues among human relations.  It speaks to race divisions, gender schism or any other group we can split off from ourselves.  Even amongst those we call brother, we deal treacherously and with discrimination and criticism.  This verse brought to my mind the separation many of us experience and even nurture between various denominations of our own faith.  As if there is not enough separation of people by our different religions, those of us of one household (if you will), the protestants, deal unkindly with each other.  We sometimes speak disparagingly of other denominations and/or their beliefs.  

We should not be preaching against other denominations.  Which one of us holds all of the truths? There is one truth we must all embrace and that is Himself, Jesus, the Christ who said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life (John 14: 6).  From there we need to learn to appreciate that we are all one with the Father.  We have one Father.  We do not have to agree on every point of doctrine if we will put love in first place.  With love we are able to do all things, even tolerate our brothers.

2126. Friday, October 23, 2015

Get a Life

Genesis 6: 3

Then the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”

Many of you know that I have been studying diet and nutrition for the last several years.  It has been the subject of much of my prayer and conversation with the Father.  I have also been very interested in the expected life span of humans.  Last week I drove to Huntsville, Alabama for a ministry conference which gave me plenty of time to listen to CD’s.  One I listened to was by a doctor.  He has no ministry affiliation and his talk was not about the God connection to our health.

Imagine my surprise when he said that we ought to be living to 120 years.  Wow!  Now why did he pick that number?  Does he know what the Bible says?  He explained that physiologically humans should be living to 120.  Of course, I knew that. God said that thousands of years ago.  But, to tell the whole truth, that should be the minimum.  You see, in Genesis 6: 3 God was speaking to a disobedient and rebellious people.  Today’s verse isn’t really granting 120 years, it is limiting people’s life span to 120 years.  Human beings were wearing God out.  He said, “I am not going to strive with man forever!”  So, he cut their lifespan off to 120 years.  Isn’t that amazing?  So, this doctor sees physiologically the result of God’s words in Genesis 6: 3.

Now then, the first response I often get when I tell people they should live to 120 years is that they don’t want to live all crippled and feeble.  Really?  Are you kidding me?  Do you really think that was God’s intention?  Did God say, “I am going to limit your years on the earth to 120 but I am going to make you decrepit and feeble at 60 or 70.”  Of course, if you listen to the world today you will hear that we should begin to fall apart at 50.  I’m sorry guys.  I am just not going to do it and I hope you will join me.  I have a vision for riding my bike at 120 years old.  Moses wasn’t feeble at 120 years old and I am not going to be either.

So now let’s allow the big revelation to go off in us.  If Moses and all of those rebellious Israelites were allowed 120 years, honestly, what should we, the redeemed of God, expect for a life span.  Since we are covered with the blood and resurrection power of Christ our Lord, shouldn’t we have a bigger vision than those desert wandering, lost in the fog, idol worshipping, rebels?  I mean, I love them and I want every one of them to be in heaven but they weren’t washed in the blood, were they?  Their sin stuck to them whereas ours is washed away.  So, if the sin stained live to 120 to what age should the redeemed of Christ live until? 

So, sign a new lease on life.  Renew for another 50, 60 or 70 years.  Renew for 100 if that is what is in your heart.  I believe with you.  And be healthy until the day you decide to change addresses.  Jesus is health as well as life (Psalm 107: 20).  Go on, get a new life today!!

For additional insights Please See the Word of the Day for July 22, 2015.

2127. Monday, October 26, 2015      Speaking, Believing and Truth
from 5/8/15

Romans 10: 9

(New Living Translation)

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

This verse shows how the Kingdom of God works.  In order to receive salvation we must believe with our hearts and confess with our mouths.  Now, how do you suppose we are to receive anything and everything else?  We are to believe in our hearts and confess with our mouths.  You see, since this is how the Kingdom of God operates you understand that the same way you receive salvation is the exact same way you receive everything.  Once you know the will of God for a situation, the methodology is the same.  Keep confessing the scripture that covers your situation until the promise of God materializes in this earth.  He has already given us everything in the heavenly realm (Eph. 1: 3) so all we have to do is appropriate it, transferring the blessing into the physical earth.  We do that by speaking faith filled words.  Our faith in God’s promise is what translates that blessing into the earth.  We must continue to say out of our mouths that which God says about the situation.  Then we shall have the promised blessing.

2128. Tuesday, October 27, 2015

Word Shield

from May 11, 2009

1 Peter 1: 5

…who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

It is important for us to remind ourselves that God has provided for our protection.  It is his power that saves us but that power is at work through our faith.  His power is activated and operated through our faith.  When we speak words of faith, we activate his power in our lives.  We say out of our mouths that God is our fortress and our protector; he is our shield and our refuge.  When we do speak these strong words of faith, the power of God comes on the scene to fulfill its role.  God said that his word never returns to him void without having accomplished that for which it was sent (Isaiah 55:11).  So when we boldly profess his word regarding protection, that word must bring about God’s protective forces.  His angels are standing by to do the works of the Lord and they hearken to His word.  Appropriate all of God’s blessings for yourself by boldly declaring all that God has promised you.

2129. Wednesday, October 28, 2015
Gifted Builders
from May 12, 2009

1 Peter 4: 10
As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another.

God has sown his good gifts into the Body of Christ for the building up of the entire body.  You have different gifts than do I.  Yours are different than your best friend’s likely.  That is because we are supposed to use our gifts collectively to build a stronger house.  There is no purpose in two of us having the same gifts as there is no reason for us to have two plumbers and no electrician.  No one’s job is more important than another’s.  It takes them all in order to build a strong house.  Are you gifted?  Are you blessed?  Those blessing and gifts are for you to use to build up others.  If you are blessed, then you should be seeking out ways to bless others.  God wants to bless you but he also wants you to grow up and be like him.  What does that mean?  He wants you to outgrow being a consumer only and become a sower.  He will continue to sow good things in your life but don’t be the clog in the plumbing.  Keep that blessing moving.  The more you sow, the more there will be for others to sow with.  

2130. Thursday, October 29, 2015

Are You Kidding Me God?

from 5/13/15

1 Peter 3: 8-9
To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.

We really need to get this message and by “we” I mean “me”.  Time and time again Jesus taught us to give a blessing when others curse and persecute us. There really isn’t much that is harder than to bless some that is a thorn in your flesh, the bane of your existence.  It seems like God is being unfair with us and that he is asking the impossible of us.  Well, two things about that.  First, he is asking the impossible.  You probably cannot do this in your own strength.  I know I cannot.  But “Let the weak say, ‘I am strong’” (Joel 3: 10).  When it is impossible to you, then you have to allow His power to work through you.  Secondly, God is not trying to get something from you.  He is trying to get something to you.  Look at the last sentence.  God often requires things from us.  We need to get it in our heads that he does so in order that we may receive a blessing.  He needs us to cooperate with Him so that he can get the blessing into our lives.  When will we just learn to trust him?  When will we believe that he is a good God and that he wants to bestow good on us?  You were called for that very purpose, that God may show you the exceeding goodness of himself in Christ Jesus.  So forgive others.  Do not get into strife no matter how much the other person tempts you.  Meet annoyance and persecution with blessing.  Be humble and harmonious no matter how difficult.  Through this God’s purpose in the world comes.

2131. Friday, October 30, 2015
Well, Satisfied . . . I’m Satisfied
from 5/14/09

Psalm 34: 12-13
Who is the man who desires life, and loves length of days that he may see good?  Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.

Do you desire good life?  Do you desire to have a long life filled with the goodness of God?  David tells us in this psalm how to get just that.  He instructs us to keep our lips holy unto God.  Speak words of life and healing rather than words of death and destruction.  Don’t indulge in telling lies or even telling half truths because that is also deceitful.

Every time you open your mouth about a situation you can either give a report on what the devil is doing or you can report on what God is doing.  You can say, “Oh, my knee hurts,” reporting on the hard work of the devil.  Or you can say, “By his stripes, I am healed,” telling of the good works of God.

If you desire a long life filled with the promises of God, then you need to fill your mouth with the good news of the Lord.  Speak out of your own mouth all that he says regarding every situation in your life.  Are you broke?  Or are you rich?  Are you sick or are you healed?  What does God say about your situation?  Find out if you don’t know and then repeat what he says.

2132. Monday, November 2, 2015

The Good Father

from 5/15/09

Romans 8: 32
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son (John 3:16).  What will he not give us now that He has given us His best?  Sometimes people have difficulty grasping that Father God is interested in every single aspect of their lives and furthermore that He is willing to help them in all things.  But this verse really brings home to us the message that God is more than willing to do all things for you.  He is more than willing to give to you all the things you need or want.  After all, he sent His only son so that we could be reconciled unto Him.  Certainly he did not do that only to remain estranged and far removed from us.  No.  He has called us into the kingdom of His dear Son so that we can be one with him.  He wants to be a good father to us.  He will certainly give us all these other things; things we need, things we want.  We just seek Him and he adds all the other things so that we never even have to go after them for ourselves.  Save your energy.  Do not strive for your needs or desires of your heart.  After all, He has already provided for your eternal life and blessing.  Will he not provide for you in this life too?  Will he give you His very best and then withhold the lesser part?  I don’t think so.  He gives freely and not sparingly to those who love Him.
2133. Tuesday, November 3, 2015

The Grand Intercessor

from 5/18/15

Romans 8: 34




Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

Jesus completed his work on earth and is now seated at the right hand of the Father.  And what does Jesus do now?  Is he retired?  No.  He talks to the Father about our needs.  I’ll bet he brags on us too.  I can imagine him saying, “Father, just look at that child of yours, how she has reacted in love to that person.  Father, send a special blessing to that child of yours.”  Can you imagine that?  How wonderful.  And when he sees us struggling, he tells the Father that we need a little help.  What a magnificent thing this is.  Jesus sits next to our heavenly Father and prays on our behalf.  Thank you Jesus!

2134. Wednesday, November 4, 2015
Seeking
from 5/19/09

Psalm 34: 10
But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing.

Matthew 6: 33 says, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.”  Christians do not have to run around seeking after “things,” even things they need.  In Philippians 4: 19 God promises us he will provide for our needs.  Our role and function in this relationship we have with Him is to seek Him.  It is His responsibility to provide for our needs as well as everything else.  The above verse says we will not lack any good thing.

I do not say this is always an easy thing to do though.  The cares of the world come and choke out the Word that was planted in our hearts (Matthew 13: 22).  But take a care.  Put your effort and energy into reviving that Word in you and sow the Word of the living God into your heart and He will be able to move on your behalf to meet your needs and your desires.  Seek Him!  Seek Him and don’t worry about the things of this world.  You will choke on the cares of this world.  And there is no point when it is His good pleasure to give you those things you want.  Seek the Lord.  Seek His face continually.  Let your energy go into seeking him.  “I will be found by you” says the Lord as written in Jeremiah 29: 14.  Seek him and you will find him and every good thing will be added to you in His name.

2135. Thursday, November 5, 2015

Near and Dear

from 5/20/15

Psalm 145: 18

The Lord is near to all who call upon Him.

At some point in time we have to decide to simply believe the words of the Bible.  We have to move on from wanting everything to be proved to us and arrive at belief.  We are said to be “believers” but just what is it that we believe?  I want you today to choose to believe that God is with you.  When your life is troubled or even very busy, you may not feel like God is close to you but we have learned not to go by feelings.  We go by faith.  This is where belief in God and his Word needs to be preeminent.  Belief in the Word needs to rise up so that it can strengthen you.  Know that he is near you as you call upon Him.  Do not doubt that he is right there for you.  He is working on your behalf even when you cannot see his work or feel his presence.  Don’t doubt it for a second.  You are precious to Him and nothing you do or say escapes His notice.  The Lord is near you today.  What have you to say to Him?

2136. Friday, November 6, 2015

Death Snare

from 5/21/09

Proverb 6: 2
. . . snared with the words of your mouth, have been caught with the words of your mouth.

The words of our mouths; by them we shall live victoriously or be snared.  If you knew for a fact that whatever you say is what you are going to get, would you change some of the things you are saying?  Would you speak differently about your children, your health?  What about your job?  We need to get a revelation about the words we speak.  God used words to create the whole universe (Hebrews 11:3). And He sustains the world by the "word of his power" (Hebrews 1: 3). Words are powerful.  They are going to determine where we are five years from now. So the question is, “What are we saying?”  
I heard a story about a man who confessed over and over again that he was going to die young?  Guess what?  He did.  Athletes use positive affirmations in their work.  They know that they are determining outcomes with their words.  All sorts of Positive Mental Attitude speakers and authors have taught how powerful words are in people’s lives.  It seems most of us, though, have not wholly grasped the enormous authority that our words have.  If we had, we would guard very carefully the things we say.  We would not claim disease as “my” heart disease or “my” diabetes.  Don’t own it.  Don’t claim it.  Give it back to the devil since he seems to like those things so much.  

The Bible says that life and death are in the power of the tongue (Proverb 18: 21).  Take some time to notice what words you speak.  Then maybe even take some time to write out the things you would like to see manifested in your life.  Speak those good results and teach others to do the same.  We will have in the future what we speak now.  Let us all speak good of ourselves and our futures.   
2137. Monday, November 9, 2015

Sunshine

Proverb 4: 18



But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, that shines brighter and brighter until the full day.  

I have never seen this verse so big before.  I have been helping my mother with the sale of her house, the purchase of a new house and the impending move.  Do you know that old saying, “If it can go wrong, it will.”  Well, that may be a bit of an exaggeration but there have been many hiccups along this road.  

A minister friend sent this verse to Mom and me and it really is a good one.  It means that despite the rain or the clouds the sun shines for the children of God.  I would say, though, that it doesn’t shine for Christians.  It shines for those who are in God, whose life is hidden in Him.  Having said a salvation prayer isn’t the end all.  It truly is the beginning.  From that initial dedication of our lives to Christ we begin to learn to walk in him and to trust him for all the things of our life.  One of the lessons we learn is to put ourselves in His hands and put our stuff: our problems, issues and cares in His “Inbox”.  As we do this the clouds have to dissipate.  It really is wonderful.

Look at this verse from the Good News Translation and be encouraged: “The road the righteous travel is like the sunrise, getting brighter and brighter until daylight has come.”  Yahoo!  There may be clouds, there may be rain but for the children of God the sun shines brightly.  The brilliance keeps growing until it is as bright as it can get.  That is our God and Father.  Out of the midst of storms He brings sunshine.  Hallelujah.  It may be raining on others but the “sonshine” is on you.  Glory!!  Get a revelation of this and let it get down in your spirit.  The people who will see this truth manifested in their lives are the ones who believe it and trust it.  God wants to pour out sunshine on you so don’t look at the clouds.  They aren’t for you.  Set your eyes on the emerging sunshine.  God is light and He has you covered.
2138. Tuesday, November 19, 2015

Saved, Anointed, Blessed

Psalm 20: 6
Now I know that the Lord saves His anointed.

Who are the anointed of God?  These are his saints.  God has separated you unto himself.  You are a chosen people, a holy race.  God sent Jesus into this earth in order to make it so.  That is what it took to separate you into a holy and secure place in the Lord.  It took no effort on your part other than that you receive his anointing; receive his gift of salvation.  When you did, you became set apart unto him.  With that comes all the blessing of being his chosen.  You have been anointed in the blood of Jesus rather than in oil.  This was God’s will for you.  It is the fulfillment of his desire so that he may care for you; so that you could partake of all of the blessing that inures to the anointed of the Lord.  You, no matter how insignificant you may sometimes feel that you are, are the anointed of the Lord.  You are highly favored and chosen so that he may show his goodness to you.  You, though, must receive it.  He prizes you highly above all things.  He desires you and longs to be in deeper fellowship with you.  You, though, are the captain in that relationship.  He has saved you by his righteous right hand and will walk with you in all things.
2139. Wednesday, November 11, 2015
Multiplication

from 5/27/09

Mark 4: 8 
"Other seeds fell into the good soil, and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a crop and produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.
In this passage and its accompanying verses, Jesus explains how the Kingdom of God works.  It turns out that God multiplies.  Why is this important for you and me to know?  Consider the story of the widow in 2 Kings 4.  This widow went to Elisha complaining of her financial need and telling Elisha that the creditor had come to her door to take her two sons so that they might be his slaves in order to satisfy the debt.  This woman was broke.  She had no funds to give to the creditor in order to save her sons.  And yet Elisha’s response to her was, “Tell me, what do you have in the house?"  I bet she wanted to say, “I don’t have anything you old fool.  That is why I am here.”  But she didn’t.  Instead she answered; I have nothing “except a jar of oil.”  So, Elisha said, “Ok, go get every kind of jar, pot and vessel that you can borrow and don’t get just a few.”  So she went to her neighbors and borrowed every kind of container she could.  When she had obeyed that command, Elisha had her pour out her little bit of oil into the first container.  Behold, after the first container was filled, there remained oil in her jar so she poured out into the second container.  The oil remained until every vessel was full.  The miracle was only limited by her obedience to collect many pots.  Fortunately she did obey and she ended up with enough oil to pay off the creditor and live on the proceeds after that.  

The widow in 1 Kings 17: 12 had a little bit of flour and a little bit of oil.  She was gathering sticks to make a fire.  Then she was going to make a pancake for her and one for her son and then they were going to lie down and die.  She was really destitute.  She didn’t know about the law of multiplication.  She didn’t know it but she was wealthier in seed than Elisha’s widow because she had some flour and some oil.  The prophet Elijah told her; make me a little bread before you carry out your plan.  See God often has a different plan than ours.  She did as Elijah required and God multiplied her bowl and her jar so that from then on she ran out of neither flour nor oil.  

Maybe you need a breakthrough in some area of your life.  Well, you need some seed.  Maybe God is requiring you to sow some seed.  Like Elisha said to the widow, “What do you have?”  Maybe you need to give into someone else’s life so that God can multiply your seed thirty, sixty or a hundredfold.  Maybe you don’t have much.  Maybe you are like one of the women in these stories but understand that God gets your miracle to you by multiplying the seed that you sow.  You’ve got to give him something to work with.  Then he will make your miracle.

2140. Thursday, November 12, 2015
Filled

from May 29, 2009

Isaiah 33: 5-6

5 The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high;
         He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness. 
6And He will be the stability of your times,
         A wealth of salvation, wisdom and knowledge;
         The fear of the LORD is his treasure.
God gives us His justice and righteousness.  The Bible says that we have become the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5: 21).  We do not have to manufacture our own justice and righteousness.  We have only to walk in His righteousness.

As we do, besides becoming our peace, he also becomes our stability.  Another translation says that He becomes a “sure foundation” for us.  In Him is a wealth of salvation for every situation.  He saves us in all things.  His salvation is more full than the salvation unto eternity with Him alone. It includes salvation anytime you need saving.  We also receive a wealth of wisdom and knowledge so that we have His wisdom and knowledge for every circumstance of life.

And, as if that was not enough, we also walk in the reverence of the Lord, which is a gift from Him too.  The reverence of the Lord, that relationship that we learn to walk in is a treasure trove in and of itself.  Once you have the reverential love of the Lord in your heart, you have the key to unlocking anything and everything.  It is the wisdom of God.  The scripture says that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Proverb 9: 10).  You will not have need of anything because His wisdom, knowledge and power are on the scene to lead you into all righteousness which also leads you into all other things too.  It is a cycle that keeps you filled up with all of the goodness of the Lord.
2141. Friday, November 13, 2015

Shine On
Isaiah 60: 1

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

Yahoo!  That is my commentary, Yahoo!  I love seeing the good news of the Lord and this verse is light in a dark place (all puns intended).  Look at verse 2:  “For behold, darkness will cover the earth, and deep darkness the peoples; but the Lord will rise upon you, and His glory will appear upon you.”  Dare I say it again?  Yahoo!  Isn’t that “Sonshine”?  Remember the verse from Monday?  It was Proverb 4: 18 and I titled it “Sunshine”.  Look at God confirming His word to you today.

Though darkness fill the earth, light shines on the children of God.  Yea!  Jesus fulfilled and confirmed this.  Behold his words, “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life” (John 8: 12).  Isn’t that what Isaiah wrote?  Isn’t that what Solomon conveyed in Proverb 4: 18?  Do you think God is trying to get a point across?  I think He wants us to realize that even when there are clouds on the horizon and our view is bleak He is still the radiance of love, compassion, help, and all else shining on us.  His love is warmth on our shoulders.  His glory is our crown covering us from the head down.  

Your light has come, glory to God.  He is the Lord Jesus Christ and you need his light shining through the darkness.  Though the world may be cloaked in darkness, Jesus is light for his beloved.  Don’t live in darkness, don’t let that cloud remain.  Shout because our Lord breaks through all and shines his glory on us.  Praise his name!

2142. Monday, November 16, 2015

Effectual Speech 

from June 1, 2009

James 1: 26
(NIV)



If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.

The New Living Translation of this verse is even more direct.  It reads, “If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless.”
That is straight forward but it sounds a bit harsh.  James is trying to get across to us just how important the words of our mouth are.  You cannot have an effectual religion and an unsaved mouth.  That is just how it is.  In this chapter James is writing about being an effectual doer of the word.  He then says you cannot accomplish this if you cannot tame your tongue.  

There are many scriptures in the Bible about the words we speak.  It seems to me that in this passage, James effectively refers to the body of verses about the tongue saying to us that you have heard all of these verses but still you let your mouth wander off in any direction it chooses.  He tells us that we will never attain to effectual faith if we don’t once and for all get a bridle on our tongues.  He wants to wake us up to the power of the tongue.

We must first grasp the importance of this and then learn how we are to use words in our everyday lives.  If we do not, James says our religion is worthless.  I do not want my faith to be of no use and I am sure you do not either.  Let us examine the words we speak.  Let us begin to guard the words of our mouth jealously.  Let us draw together with a determined purpose; to focus our attention on the words of our mouths and help each other to have victory in this most important area.

2143. Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Acceptance

Romans 15: 7
Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.

God has not called us to be separatists but rather to love one another in the unity of His great love for us all.  Nor did he call us to be judges, neither of the brethren nor of the world.  This is a great temptation for us all.  We know the way he has called us to righteousness.  We have seen in his word behaviors he has told us to stay away from so it is easy for us to say that those things are wrong and judge people who participate in them.  Sometimes we go even further.  We judge those who are different from us or practice their faith in a different way.  We need to remind ourselves that we are called into unity with one another (Ephesians 4: 3) and that Jesus gave us only one commandment (John 13: 34).  That is that we love one another as he loved us.  His love was sacrificial; putting our needs before his own. When we can get that one commandment down we will not have to worry about judging others.  We will receive them in love.  We will accept everyone even as Christ accepted us.

2144. Wednesday, November 18, 2015

Say It!

Psalm 107: 2

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so.

So, my question is, what is it that the redeemed of the Lord are supposed to say.  We have to look at verse one for the answer: “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His lovingkindness is everlasting.”  That is what the redeemed of the Lord are supposed to be saying.  You know what I hear often though?  I hear things like “God gave me this cancer to make me strong” or “God took my loved one to heaven”.  That is deception folks.  God is all goodness.  His expression is always lovingkindness (loving + kindness).  He only gives that which is good.  In fact, he doesn’t even have bad stuff in heaven to give to people.  “For everything created by God is good” (1 Timothy 4: 4).  Heaven is filled with goodness.  That makes sense, right?

When bad things happen, they are not authored by God.  God isn’t giving and taking away.  He is giving.  “God so loved the world that he gave” (John 3: 16).  We need to get our language in synch with God’s Word.  “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.”  Amen!!  God is good.  Even little children know that.  “God is great, God is good . . . .”  Let us, each and every one, allow the truth of God’s goodness to fill us even at the sub-atomic level.  God is good and we say so!
2145. Thursday, November 19, 2015

Comfort

Isaiah 40: 1

“Comfort, O comfort, My people,” says your God.

The dear Father of us all spoke this verse to me about two weeks ago when I was feeling run ragged.  He says, “This is my word to you.”  If you want to know what God is saying then in today’s word you have an answer.  He is speaking comfort.  God is giving you peace and comfort.

Jesus had peace on his mind too.  “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you” (John 14: 27).  You see, your comfort has been paramount in God’s mind from the beginning.  He is always speaking comfort to your bones and to your spirit.  Whenever you feel over-worked, over-taxed or overwhelmed, you can turn to Isaiah, read these words and know that your beloved is speaking comfort words over you right now.  In the middle of your work day He is speaking peace, in the midst of grief He is speaking comfort, every moment of your life He is speaking comfort and abundant grace over you.  Blessed be the Lord.

2146. Friday, November 20, 2015

Closer to Thee


from 6/3/09

James 4: 8
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.

Do you desire a close personal relationship with God?  Do you really want to be one of the people that talks with God, rather than at Him?  Well, you can be.  That kind of closeness and relationship is available for as many as who desire it.  You have to initiate that kind of rapport though.  God has given us free will and He is not going to violate yours.  He is not going to force you into a close friendship with Him.  But, if you initiate it, then He will joyously join you.

But how do you really draw near to God?  The first and easiest thing to do is to spend time in His word.  His word is part of Himself.  When you read and search the word of God, you search the heart and mind of God.  You will learn a lot about Him and you will find Him in those pages.  

Secondly, spend time talking to Him.  Forget traditional ideas of prayer.  Just talk to Him like He was your best friend.  He likes being part of everything that is important to you.  Tell Him everything.  Talk to Him about everything.

Lastly, learn to praise Him and be appreciative of all that He does for you.  In the beginning you might not be aware of how many things He does for you in a day but as your relationship grows, you will begin to see His fingerprints on many things in your life.  When you sincerely tell any friend how important they are to your life, it always draws the two of you closer.  Learn to express your gratitude.

As you begin to do any of these things you will find your relationship with Him growing and becoming closer.  It all begins with drawing closer to Him.
2147. Monday, November 23, 2015

Call to Duty

Job 26: 2

How have you helped him who is without power?  How have you saved the arm that has no strength?

“These are the times that try men’s souls” (Thomas Paine, The American Crisis, 1776).  Undoubtedly those revolutionary times challenged the would-be Americans down to their souls.  Truly, though most of us live in much more stable environments than pre-revolution America, each person usually must endure a season of great challenge.  It is in these times that we find the strength of God rising to meet us in our times of great need.

When we are powerless, when our arms lack strength, when we are weary down to our bones, our Father fills all the voids and strengthens us.  He sustains us and restores our souls.  We see this miracle of grace throughout the psalms but it is when you see it manifesting in your own life that your own life takes on new depth and new meaning.  And when you approach these trying times looking to the Lord our God, you find that his fulfilling grace is palpable.  You can almost touch it, almost see it.  It is real.

I am going through one of these challenging times of life and I truly want to learn and grow through it.  One of my loved ones is dying of cancer and there is nothing the doctors can do.  We must all face these times but they can be easier in the grace of God.  So far I have learned two important lessons.  First of all, allow people to help you.  Allow people to be a blessing to you.  Superman is a fictional character so don’t try to be a superhero.  Let those who love you express their love and concern for you.  It is part of their grieving and healing for you both.  My friend Carol, encouraged me to share this difficult time with you.  She is teaching me to let people express their love for me.  Lin, our graphics genius has inspired me with such wisdom.  One of the statements she made to me was, “Ivey, you give to us every day, let us give to you.”  This is such a hard thing to do but I recognize that their wisdom is flowing right from the heart of God.

Secondly, I have learned that God fills us up through His power flowing right through the atmosphere and the Holy Spirit to anoint your home, hospital room and your heart.  That was not unexpected but what I have learned is that He greatly uses other people and their prayers to minister His anointing, His grace, His love and His mercy in the time of need.  As I make my heart tender and vulnerable, as I simply open my eyes I see the anointing of God on total strangers.  People come to you in your time of need.  People you don’t know will reach out to you in that Spirit which is from God.  You will connect at a level which is beyond this physical realm and it will bring comfort to your soul.

Some people will not be able to rise to the challenge.  Don’t judge them.  They just haven’t grown in that area yet.  Some of the people you think will jump to your side won’t.  It’s okay.  Pray for them.  No, really.  Pray for them, it will do your heart good and the Blessed Father will show you their own hurts and limitations.  It will give your heart peace.  

In conclusion, I want my challenge to help me grow, learn and to empower me to help others.  Many of you have known deep sorrow.  Some of you have undergone exactly what I am going through now.  We are all learning and growing and part of that growth is to learn to be vulnerable.  Another important sign of spiritual growth is showing an active compassion; that is compassion which isn’t passive but which instead moves into action.

I am calling you each into active duty today.  This is a request for you to pray for me and my loved ones.  We have been borne up by the prayers of our friends and family.  It really does make a difference.  So, pray for me.

There is a second part of this call to action though.  We are a body, a family.  Everyone who reads this daily devotional is important to me personally as well to others.  We should stand for one another.  I want you to write to us when you need prayer and I want us to be able to rely on each other for prayer and prayer support.  We will be using the upcoming website as a medium for us all to connect with one another.  I envision a person posting a prayer request and every one of us who reads the Word of the Day saying an immediate even if brief prayer for that person.

There are people reading this devotional all over the world.  We need to join hands and become a people of prayer and of support for one another.  Our faith was never meant to be passive but active and living and fully expressing the power and love of our Lord Jesus and our Father who sent the Holy Spirit into the earth to give us strength and miracle working power.  Join hands with me as I join hands with believers all over the world.  Let us reach out and make a difference in people’s lives through the love of God.  Give God’s love wings through prayer.  Together we are very powerful.  Alone we are weak.  Be the leader and lover you have been anointed to be.  In Jesus’ name.

2148. Tuesday, November 24, 2015

Reaping Peace

from 6/4/09
Romans 16: 20
I want you to be wise in what is good, and innocent in what is evil.  And the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.

I am sometimes amazed at people whose lives are filled with chaos.  They have an uncanny ability to live in the midst of turmoil.  As for me, I need peace.  I want a life of calm.  In this passage, Paul teaches us how to have that peace.  One thing I love about this verse is that God himself will provide his peace.  He will do it by crushing the devil under our feet.  I love that!  But you see, for the person of chaos, they are constantly inviting the spirit of chaos to rule in their lives.  I think some people are addicted to the drama.  But for those of us who love peace, God has told us that if we will focus on those things which are good and pure, and will avoid all things which are from Satan’s camp (lying, cheating, back-stabbing, gossiping, etc.) then the peace from God will make its abode with us.  

2149. Wednesday, November 25, 2015
Father, Son and Spirit

from 6/5/09

John 16: 5, 7 and John 15: 26
But now I am going to Him who sent Me.  But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness of Me.

When Jesus went home to be with our Father, he sent a helper to us.  This helper is the Holy Spirit of promise.  In Acts 1: 4 Jesus commanded his disciples to remain in Jerusalem until they received what the Father had promised telling them that they would receive power when they received the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  We are now living in the promised Age of the Holy Spirit.

The 1st Testament was about Father God.  We see God, himself, interacting with his people.  The Old Testament looked forward to the coming of Jesus with much prophecy.  The second Testament or the New Testament is about the life and ministry of Jesus. Everything changed in the earth as a result of Jesus’ ministry.  Everyone who wrote in the New Testament times wrote in respect to the new covenant which was bought by and ushered in by Jesus the Christ.

Jesus looked forward to another time too, just like the Old Testament prophets did.  He prophesied about the coming of the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Holy Trinity.  We are now living in the days of the Third Testament.  This is the time of the Holy Spirit.  We are to learn about him just like the New Testament people learned about Jesus.  As we develop in our relationship and understanding of working with the Holy Spirit, we look forward to another time too.  We await the second coming of Christ.  Each of the three persons of the trinity will have their own age and we are to get to know each of them in their individuality as well as the collective God head.  Then Christ will return in all His glory and we will all be caught up with him and live eternity with God, The Father; Jesus, the son; and the Holy Spirit.

2150. Thursday, November 26, 2015
Thanksgiving Joy

Jeremiah 30: 19
From them will proceed thanksgiving and the voice of those who celebrate; and I will multiply them and they will not be diminished; I will also honor them and they will not be insignificant.
We offer the sacrifice of Thanksgiving because God so deserves it but did you ever realize that God treats it as seed.  And honestly, is it any sacrifice at all to give thanks to our Father?  I surely don’t think so.

Some people may think they have nothing to be thankful for this year.  Well, I asked our family member who is sick if we had anything to be thankful for this year and she gave me a resounding, “Yes.”  “We have friends and family and all the people around us,” she said, adding that some people are alone.  Well, on this Thanksgiving Day if you can’t find something to thank God for you just aren’t trying hard enough.  Even if nothing drives you other than self-interest look at how God honors and promotes those who can get out of themselves for one moment and honestly thank Him for any one of the blessings in their lives.

I am sitting in a warm house right now.  Someone is cooking dinner for us.  There is electricity, music playing, an HD television twenty feet away, I am typing on a nice little computer, I have all the drink and food I need.  My family is safe, I am loved and Jesus is here.  Although, this is a difficult time in my life, I realize that I have very much to be thankful for.  In some parts of the world people’s lives are threatened just for reading this.  

Let us give thanks with a joyful heart.  No matter the troubles, regardless of pain, there is light and love.  Our Father loves us with a love that is beyond words.  He wants to honor you and magnify your name in the world.  Give Him seed to work with.  Your offering of thanks builds mountains.
2151. Friday, November 27, 2015

Light

Ephesians 5: 9  
God’s word translation

Light produces everything that is good, that has God’s approval, and that is true.

Here is another verse on God’s goodness, His inherent goodness.  We cannot look too often at verses which show God’s essential nature.  So often people confuse God’s acts with the corruption of this world.  It really bothers me because I know His heart, I sometimes feel His heart and He really is kindness, goodness and love.  Everything He does, everything He feels is based in His enormous love for us.

There is an expression related to insurance that is so inappropriate but shows clearly how we think of the situations of the world.  People talk about an “act of God.”  They might be referring to a tree falling on your house because of a “natural” cause.  First of all, we need to understand that the idea of “natural law” is a fairly new concept, especially in view of God’s life time.  What is natural isn’t necessarily Godly.  There is no direct relationship between “natural and Godly.  Remember that we are not of this world (John 15: 19).  Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world (John 18: 36).  Jesus’ said that his kingdom was not in this realm so we should not judge God or Jesus by this realm.  This world has pain in it and has been corrupted by the malevolence which is in the earth.

Everything good is of God.  Everything of God is good.  If a thing is not good, then it is not of God.  Jesus is the light (John 8: 12) and light produces that which is good.  Light produces that which is approved by God and that which is true.  Everything in Christ Jesus is good, approved of God and true.  Conversely, everything bad is apart from God and His son Jesus.  This is the message for your own heart as well as the evangelical truth.  We minister according to goodness and love.  If we minister from any other motivation then we do not minister according to God.  This is the truth of the gospel, that God so loved that He sent goodness into the earth; into an earth that was broken and corrupted by evil God sent light and love.  Whenever there is hurt and darkness in your own life, understand that God is not the source of that but that He will, if invited, rush in to bring life, light, love and healing.  When others are hurting, this is the truth they need.  God is good, His every expression is of goodness.

2152. Monday, November 30, 2015

Building a Body
from 6/8/09
1 Thessalonians 5: 11
Therefore, encourage one another, and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

Each day presents us with opportunities to interact with other people.  Do we ignore people or do we say a friendly “Hello?”  Do we spend more time tearing people down or building them up?  You have so much power.  You can strongly affect other people’s day or even their self-esteem.  And how do we talk to children?  Do we allow them to make mistakes and encourage them or are we always critical and reproving?  Do you encourage and build up the children around you?  I wish to encourage you to use your power for good.  Reach out to people.  Say “Hello” to strangers.  Encourage someone who is down or who makes a mistake.  Build people up and make them stronger.  And pray for others as you do.  You will be doing your heavenly Father a big favor and he will be very proud of you.  
2153. Tuesday, December 1, 2015

New Threshing Sledge

Isaiah 41: 15

Behold, I have made you a new, sharp threshing sledge with double edges; you will thresh the mountains, and pulverize them, and will make the hills like chaff.

The aspect of this verse which is so profound to me is that our heavenly Father said that He has made us a threshing sledge.  He said that within us is the power and the ability to thresh mountains, to pulverize them and to make hills as chaff.  That power is within us in the person of the Holy Spirit.  No thing is now impossible to those who believe because the Spirit of God has come to live inside of each of us.

There are two cautions I would give you in regards to your ruminations about this verse.  First of all, some wish to argue foolishly that this verse was meant only to the nation of Israel.  Well, my first argument to refute that is, “My name is Israel” and so is yours!  We are now standing in the shoes of Israel thanks to our Lord Jesus.

Secondly, why is the book of Isaiah in the Christian Bible if it isn’t for Christians?  Let’s get a revelation here and cease with foolish semantics.  Your God had you in mind before there even was an Israelite nation, even before there was an earth, so doesn’t it seem downright stupid to suggest that He didn’t mean these words for us?  

The second caution I would give you is not to minimize these words or to make them so metaphorical that they lose all their power.  So the mountains in your life might be a mountain of bills or medical issues.  That is to look at these mountains metaphorically and that is okay.  A mountain to Isaiah might be a relationship challenge to your or I.  However, I want you to allow you mind to expand to encompass exactly what this verse says the way God gave it to Isaiah.  I sincerely believe He was talking about real, physical mountains and that if we understand and embrace who we are in the Kingdom of God that truly there is nothing impossible to us.  

So, consider what mountains you are facing today.  Are any of them too big for your Dad?  Now, the really big question, are any of them too large for you?  Your father has given you power from His own hand to make you a “new, sharp threshing sledge with double edges.”  You don’t have to let the mountains loom over you and weigh you down with their shadow.  You can, and should, rise up and tell that mountain to jump into the sea and if it doesn’t, then thresh it, pulverize it, take it down!  You are the power of God in this earth through His indwelling Spirit.  Let that truth fill you.

2154. Wednesday, December 2, 2015
Glorious Peace

John 16: 33

“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world”.

Peace is one thing the world needs more of.  Peace is something which most of our lives need more of.  It is an incredibly valuable commodity.  In John 14: 27 Jesus assured his followers that he was going to leave his peace here in the earth for them, “My peace I give to you,” he told them.  Then here in the 16th chapter of John we see part of the impact of Jesus’ peace in our lives.  He taught us, he spoke to us so that even in the midst of turmoil, even when the tribulation of the world bears down upon us we can breathe.  We can have peace.  Jesus overcame the world so that we can live in peace.

Peace is the legacy Jesus left every believer.  We have the right and the ability to live in peace even when the world is in chaos all around us.  The key, though, is that we have to be in Him.  These few words are so precious.  They provide a test for us.  I like having tests and measurable instruments.  That way I do not have to weigh things subjectively.  That is why, at least in part, I find this verse so valuable.  Using this verse as an instrument I know I can stop my life for brief moment and check for peace.  If I don’t have peace, if I don’t feel peace, if I am not walking in peace, then I am not in Him.  Wow!  That is powerful to me.  I know that I need to stop whatever I am doing and get back in him.  “Jesus, I am out of peace so I am out of you.  Move me back into you and back into peace Lord.  Show me where I may have jumped the track and what, if anything I need to do to get back in you.  Lord, lead me to your perfect peace.”  If you pray that very simple, almost naïve prayer you will find yourself back on track in no time.  That is the value of a test.  You can see where you are and if it is not where you want to be, you can immediately change courses.

Look, the world deals tribulation.  Jesus told us that.  However, he also told us that he has overcome the world and that we, therefore, have an inheritance of peace.  No matter what you are going through right now won’t you let Jesus fill your heart with peace?  Won’t you let him minister his sweet love to your very spirit?  Don’t go through today without the peace of Christ.  Don’t let the world do that to you.  You are the heir to the promise.  Live in it today.
2155. Thursday, December 3, 2015

Love Is …

1 Corinthians 13: 4 - 8 

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes al things hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails. 

If you are old enough you may remember posters and figurines which attempted to reveal the nature and appearance of love.  Love is … a puppy on a summer day, or something like that.  Well, I have travelled many miles since those days and I now know what love is and it is a lot more simple than we ever knew.  In fact, God did the original Love is … poster two thousand years ago.  Love is patient, kind, etc.

I started to title this Word of the Day “Marriage Advice” because this is the most clear exposition on love I have ever heard.  You could attend a week long marriage seminar and not get as much as this simple yet rich verse reveals.  So this is what I would say to a couple seeking pre-marital counseling, if the person you are planning on marrying does not display these characteristics, these behaviors towards you, then don’t marry him/her.  

If someone does not exhibit patience, kindness, and the rest then it is not love.  Love is ….  They may need you, they may have a dysfunctional attachment to you but love is known by the attributes above.  Now, we may not always like this truth but truth is truth and you go ahead and marry that person but you will be back for couples counseling later and probably still end up in divorce.  

We are not requiring a person to be perfect but love has some characteristics, it leaves evidence.  For example, love is not jealous.  If your soon to be spouse is jealous then understand that he/she isn’t demonstrating love through that expression.  They are expressing ownership.  They believe they have the right to own all your time, your thoughts and decisions.  And, importantly, he or she does not trust you.  Now, what would you say to a friend whose boyfriend or girlfriend tried to control them through jealousy?  I am sure you would warn them.  Well, take your own advice.  Anyone who treats us other than as the verse above enumerates is acting out of some motivation other than love.  

You deserve love.  Christ brought love.  God is love.  Live in love.

2156. Friday, December 4, 2015

Preach It!

From 6/9/09

Acts 18: 9 - 10
And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, “Do not be afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I have many people in this city.”

Whatever God gives you to say, speak with confidence and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus said that he has many people in the city.  He is telling us that he has people who are praying for the word to be preached, for the word to be taught.  He has praying people whose prayers are supporting you and pulling on your anointing.

I heard a story told by a bible teacher of a man that had been involved in the occult.  He was a witch doctor and his father was a witch doctor.  The man is now a Christian but was telling how is father trained him in the things of the occult.  The father pointed out one little village and said, “We will not be putting any curses on that little village.”  When the son asked why, the father responded, “Because a Christian lives there.”  Because one Christian lived in that village, the whole village was protected from the curse.

Brother, when someone goes to attack you because you are spreading the gospel, they are in for some trouble.  Go forward in faith and courage for the God of all creation is on your side and he has assigned praying people to guard your back.  Obey the Lord in everything he has given you to do and do not fear.

2157. Monday, December 7, 2015

Inquire of the Lord

from 6/10/09

1 Kings 22: 5
Moreover, Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “Please inquire first for the word of the Lord.”

The king of Israel, Ahab, had asked the king of Judah, Jehoshaphat, to go up with him against another army to take some land that he thought belonged in the kingdom of Israel.  Jehoshaphat answered that they were as brothers, that his people were Ahab’s people and his horses were Ahab’s horses.  He was practically committed to helping Israel just by their closeness, but still, he required Ahab to pray about this war before he went up against the army.

We could all stand to take a page out of Jehoshaphat’s book.  We should pray about everything before we give our answer.  Before we undertake anything, even our drive to work, we ought to say a prayer.  Every time even a small decision is required, stop and ask the Lord what he advises.  He cares about everything in your life; even the things that you think are small and insignificant.  He has great insight and can save you a lot of time and effort.  Remember Jehoshaphat and when you have a decision to make call on God for direction and assistance.

2158. Tuesday, December 8, 2015

Time to Pray 

from 6/11/09

Psalm 32: 6
Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to Thee in a time when Thou mayest be found; surely in a flood of great waters they shall not reach him.

When should you pray in response to a calamity?  Today!  When you are in a crisis is no time to begin praying.  It is the daily prayer, the continual prayer that helps you to be able to stand in the time of great pressure.  When the challenge comes, your deep, abiding trust in the Lord arises because you have been daily praying to him.  

You can hear him a lot better when you are quiet too.  You need the calm, quiet time to build yourself up and to hear from Father.  In a crisis is no time to try to start that.  When you have laid in layer after layer of prayer in your heart and thereby drawn closer to the Lord and more secure in your relationship with him, all that prayer comes to your defense when you need it.  Pray now, when you are not over-stressed so that in the time of great need your defenses are fully arrayed. Your armor will already be on you and the weapon of our warfare, the Word, will be in your heart at the ready. 

2159. Wednesday, December 9, 2015
Peace and Unity
from 6/12/15

Psalm 133: 1
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!

We have opportunities everyday to get offended and/or get in strife.  God is looking for people who can hang on to their peace even when things challenge them.  This is no easy task in today’s world.  Just driving to the grocery store and back can be enough to steal every bit of peace you have; not to mention the time you spend in the store waiting in line, etc.  There is no shortage of chances to let your emotions get wrought up.  What can we do to stay in peace in the midst of the daily turmoil?  We have to rise above it.  We ask the Holy Spirit to help us be at peace and maintain our peace.  We are not going to change every driver out there so we must get Jesus to help us. Not all of our co-workers, family members or even church members are going to walk in a manner that makes it easy for us to stay out of strife.  None the less, Jesus said that he gave us his peace (John 14: 27).  We must refuse to let the devil hop up and down on our buttons and cause us to get stirred up.  Only by yielding to Jesus and allowing the Holy Spirit to do a work in us are we going to be able to walk in this world but not be of it.  Jesus has within himself the power to overcome these obstacles to our love walk.  He told us that he has overcome the world so by and through him we are overcomers too.  Hold on to your peace.  Follow peace.  Don’t let others get you into strife and dissention.  Let us exemplify Christ in our unity and communion with others.
2160. Thursday, December 10, 2015

Perfect Peace

from 6/15/09

John 14: 27

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.

Jesus left his peace here with us.  Jesus was able to walk through this world and remain in peace.  He did not let all of the nay-sayers get him down or steal his peace.  We don’t see him getting all riled up, except when the people used his father’s house as a farmers’ market.  Then he cleaned house.  He was called names; people tried to stone him and criticized his ministry.  Jesus was able to walk on through it all, though, and maintain his peace and his purpose. When he left the earth He left his peace with us.  He said that He doesn’t give as the world does.  He gives as only a true love can.  He left his own peace, the best of His peace. He didn’t leave anything out.  His peace is a supernatural peace rather than a worldly peace.  His has the power to soothe and comfort you even when circumstances are against you.  Even in your darkest hour, His peace is enough to calm and console you.  Don’t fear anything.  His peace has been given to you so that you can endure all without fainting.
2161. Friday, December 11, 2015

Overcoming Peace

from 6/16/15

John 16: 33
These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

Jesus says to us, in this passage, that we can have peace “in” Him.  He has already overcome the world and all of its tribulation and trouble.  Being “in Him” means we do not have to participate in that tribulation.  Yes, there are always bumps in the road but because He has already overcome, we can keep our peace.  We do not have to get all upset and worried.  Really we should not.  He came so that we might have life in abundance (John 10:10).  As we roll all of our care onto him; putting our full trust in Him and in His victory, then we do not have to suffer the emotional turmoil that the world is tortured with.  Jesus is with us every day and we are everyday learning to draw closer and closer to Him and into His peace.  He is, after all, the Prince of Peace.

2162. Monday, December 14, 2015

Right Guard

from 6/17/09
Exodus 23: 20
Behold, I am going to send an angel before you to guard you along the way, and to bring you into the place which I have prepared.

God has a plan for you.  He has planned for your welfare and he has prepared a good place for you.  He has good plans for your life.  And he is leading you into that good place.  What’s more, he has sent his angel to guard you along the way even as he, himself, leads you.  His angel goes in front of you, preparing the path before you.  When you get to a segment of the path that was damaged or bumpy, the angel has already been there and smoothed it out for you.  God has not only prepared good things for you, but he is also at work to see that you arrive at that good place.  He has made preparations for bringing you into the place that he has planned for you.  Just keep following him.  He is marking the trail for you and leading you along the best course for you to arrive at your destination.

2163. Tuesday, December 15, 2015

Enough is Enough

6/18/15

Psalm 88: 2-3
Let my prayer come before Thee; incline Thine ear to my cry!  For my soul has had enough troubles.

I suppose most everyone has felt like the psalmist here at one time or another.  Have you ever felt that you have had enough troubles?  Well, the good news is that God is there at your cry.  When your soul is overburdened and over wrought, then empty it of all of its care by calling upon the name of the Lord.  Sometimes we need to get to the end of our rope before we will give all our care and worry to the Lord.  When we do, He is faithful to carry those burdens for us.  Do not wait until you cannot bear up any longer.  Empty your mind and emotions to Him in his throne room and allow Him to care for you as a loving father.  It is his desire to care for you anyway.  You do not have to do it all on your own. Are you tired; weary?  Call upon His name and allow him to help you.
2164. Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Big Brother

from 6/19/09

1 John 4: 4

You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.

We are God’s little children and precious in his sight.  He cares for us as any good parent would look after their small children.  He is protection to us as well as leadership, guidance and even correction when necessary.  It was out of his great love that he sent his son in the first place.  Jesus is the perfect big brother.  He has fought the bully who has tried to pick on the younger, smaller siblings.  When we were defenseless, he arrived on the scene to overcome all manner of torment and aggression.  He defeated the devil and all of his cronies and purchased our freedom from the tyranny of our former bondage.  Now, in the freedom that Jesus purchased for us, we are overcomers because he lives in us and greater is he who lives in us than all of the problems, demons and challenges of this world.  Greater is Christ in us than anything the devil can throw at us.  When he tries to overcome us, even if by a horde of his devilment, we just shout the name of our big brother and He comes to our side and sets the bully into fearful flight.

2165. Thursday, December 17, 2015
Privileged

from 7/8/09

1 John 5: 4

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-our faith.

We are born of God as his dear children.  Jesus’ sacrifice purchased our lives from death and bondage and we have been translated into the Kingdom of Christ.  Because of Jesus, because of who he is in us, we overcome the world.  We have the ability and capacity in Him to overcome every trial, every obstacle.  It is our faith in Him that has made us overcomers.  We do not have to live as the world does.  We do not have to be victims to all that is in the world including economic depression or terrorist activity because we are born of God through Christ Jesus.  Much more happened to us when we were born again than just our eternal salvation.  We were adopted into the family of God and into the Kingdom of His dear son.  That has given us certain privileges and protections.  Imagine yourself as the child of the President of the United States.  What protections and privileges would you have?  Expand that many times over because God is more than a president, more than a king, more even than the king of the world.  He is the almighty majesty of the universe.  All things are under him and he is your Dad.

2166. Friday, December 18, 2015

One Thing 

edited from 7/9/15

Luke 10: 42
You are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed.

Only one thing is needed.  There are many things which distract us and which seem important.  However, Jesus told Martha that only one thing is needed.  That one thing is the Word of God.  Martha’s sister, Mary, had chosen that one thing.  She was sitting at the feet of Jesus receiving his Word.  Jesus told Martha that this one thing, this one needed thing, would not be taken away from Mary.

We are confronted by so many challenges in a day.  Even as we seek answers sometimes we can become overwhelmed by the multitude of things we feel we must do in order to receive our relief.  Thank God for the Word of God and this teaching from Jesus.  When all is in chaos, we need only one thing, Jesus.  

I have been impressed that our lives could be much easier and more simple if we can grasp the deep revelation of this passage.  There is really only thing we need.  The Word of God will guide us, enlighten us and keep us.  In our day to day lives, as well as in a time of need, there is only one thing which is needful.  Like Mary we choose that best part which is the Word of God.  And when we do, if we do, then Jesus insinuates himself into our every need and takes upon himself all of the worry and upsetting issues of life.  Be blessed and filled in him. 
2167. Monday, December 21, 2015

Divine Favor

from 7/10/09

Psalm 5: 12
Thou dost surround him with favor as with a shield.

All of your protection is in the Lord.  We claim it every day according to Psalm 91.  In the same way, you are surrounded by the goodwill of the Lord.  You are to receive favor and walk in it.  It is intended for you to have favor with both God and man (Proverb 3: 4) and that favor surrounds you.  It encompasses you on every side.  No one nor anything can come to you except through the favor of God.  Favor is the unmerited (you didn’t have to earn it) blessing of the Lord.  People and God see you and receive you with goodwill and a kind heart.  They are willing to be gracious to you because you have an abundance of favor.  You can expect the best, not in an arrogant way because you did nothing to earn or deserve it.  You can receive it, though, in the graciousness of God.  Just because He loves you, He gives you favor.  Receive His favor and watch it bless your life daily.

2168. Tuesday, December 22, 2015

Quiet Power

edited from 7/19/09

Exodus 14: 14

The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent.

The Amplified version of the Bible reads, “The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace and remain at rest.”  This is an easy scripture to read right over but if we will open our hearts and minds to it, it will grow into a very large ministry to our hearts.  There are many times when we want to fight our own battles but God told the Israelites to hold their peace.  In other words, stay still and silent.  God is going before you to fight your battles for you.  This was just before the Red Sea parted and the Egyptians swallowed up in it.  The Israelites had to do nothing but cross over on dry land.  The Lord did the rest.  Isaiah 43:2 reads, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.”  
Father God is leading us into trusting him at a new level.  He wants us to release our troubles to him, rely on him and watch the victory unfold before us while we retain our peace.  You just go to prayer and hold this scripture up to Him.  Tell him that you are going to let him handle this problem for you.  Then pray for (not about) the people involved in the situation.  Your life then becomes about the Lord Almighty and your trust in him rather than your cogent arguments or the persuasiveness of your speech.  Life is no longer about what you can accomplish through the force of your personality but rather how deeply you can trust your Father.  He is waiting for people to depend on him and the promises he has made to us.  Hold him to his word and let him deliver you.

2169. Wednesday, December 23, 2015

Faithful Fear

from 7/15/09

Job 3:25
For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me.

It is a spiritual law that those things which we greatly fear, we will attract to us.  Why?  We meditate on it.  We roll it around and around in our minds until it takes on a life of its own.  As we think on that thing of which we are afraid, we experience many of the same emotions and almost to the same intensity level as if they really happened.  In our imagination they are real and they have life.  The next thing you know we start spitting that unbelief and fear out of our mouths.  Language is how God created all that is.  Our words have tremendous power in our lives.  So when we harbor fear and dread in our hearts we continually give it life until we finally give birth to that which we have most feared.  

But take heart!  Perfect love casts out fear (1 John 4: 18) and God is love (1 John 4: 8).  God is that perfect love which has been shed abroad in our hearts (Romans 5: 5).  Cast all of your care upon him; cast all that you fear into his hands because he cares for you (1 Peter 5: 7).  You now have no reason to fear.  He has taken all of the fear unto himself and given you his perfect love in its place.  Meditate on the depth of God’s love for you and you will be so full that there will be no place for that fear any longer.  Bless God!
2170. Thursday, December 24, 2015

Hope Is Born

Luke 2: 8 - 14

In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,  “Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.”

I love the Christmas story and this passage of scripture specifically.  In fact, it is one of my most favorite passages in the whole Bible.  And yet … sometimes I wonder if I get lost in the poetry and the wonder of the event and miss the deep significance.  

As you know, I spent the last several weeks caring for a loved one as she made her transition to heaven.  So many times, both when she was in the hospital and later at home, I wondered what people who are without Jesus do in times of great trial and challenge.  We were so obviously buoyed up by the prayers of friends and the grace of our dear lord.  I would not like to try to endure that without the help of my dear Jesus.  The other day it dawned on me that more was born on that Christmas morn than just a baby; more even than a Messiah and king.  It dawned on me that hope was born on that precious morning.  

Humanity was lost and without a hope.  At least the Jews knew there was a promised Messiah but the rest of humankind had no hope, no prayer.  And while it sounds a bit crazy, eternal salvation just isn’t the whole gift.  In fact, over the last six or so weeks it hasn’t even seemed like the most important gift of that blessed morn.  No, to me, Christianity is so much more than my address in eternity.  Christianity to me is my precious, beloved Jesus who is with me every minute of every day caring about every single thing in my life; he who cries when I cry, who laughs when I laugh; he who takes joy in some of the simplest things in my life; who will sit with me, ride my bike with me, who forgives me when I lose my temper and brags on me when I do something right.  He is more than a brother, he is so much more than a lord, and more even than a Messiah.  He is my breath.  I appreciate that he paid the price for me to get to spend eternity in the company of God but I needed someone who would breathe for me, who would laugh for me, who gives me joy in the midst of great travail, who gives me strength when I have none of my own.  I love him because he has breathed life and hope into this hurting and decayed world.  He gives joy where there is sorrow and he is life.  I love him because he first loved me and because he loves me unconditionally.  He gives us hope of a future, hope of getting through the rough times.  I have stood on, relied on, leaned on and believed in that hope.  I have seen the love of those he calls his own and how his beauty shines through them like the glory of the Lord must have shone on that Christmas morn.  

When we were lost and without hope our Father sent us hope in the guise of a little baby.  Never again is the world without hope, praise God.  For all those who don’t know the Lord Jesus personally I pray that they would find him and be wrapped in his love and grace as I have been.  For those without hope, I have this Christmas wish, that the personification of hope, Jesus, the Christ, will fill them with all the joyful anticipation of joy in the morning and that they would be filled with the courage and confidence that comes with knowing Jesus personally, not as Lord, nor as Messiah, but as best friend, confidant, loving brother, as hope and glory.  This is what Christianity means to me.  Take a deep breath, breath in hope and life.  Let Jesus fill you heart and your lungs.

May your Christmas be blessed with a deeper revelation of and a more meaningful relationship with the Lord Jesus and may your heart be filled with hope and joy.  Merry Christmas and God bless you.

2171. Monday, January 4, 2016

Literal Love

Psalm 119: 97 - 98
O how I love Thy law!  It is my meditation all the day.  Thy commandments make me wiser than my enemies for they are ever mine.
It is the Word of the Lord that instructs us, protects us and guides us.  It is life to all who find it.  It is refreshment to their bones.  All who wish wisdom, peace and success can find those things in God’s word.  When we put his word in us, we are literally putting life into our very being.  We also find the wisdom we need for these trying times.  God said that we are to be the head and not the tail, above and not beneath.  He gave us his word so that through it we would rise to the top.  He sowed success and peace and every good thing in the pages of his word.  All we have to do is read his word and believe that which we read is truth.  He does not wish us to be uninformed so he gave us the book.  In it lies the wisdom of God and it is all ours for the taking.

If we ever understand the truth of this passage, if we can utter these same words with the same passion and conviction of the psalmist then I know that we will rise above our circumstances.  We will finally live in and exhibit the glory and the power of our dear lord.  Let these verses sink in a bit deeper today.  Meditate on them until they become integrated with you.  There is victory in Jesus and he is the word.  Seek him.

2172. Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Putting on the Ritz

from 7/20/09

Colossians 3: 12 - 13

And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

We are the chosen of God.  We have been adopted into the family of God by the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus and we are now joint heirs with Abraham.  We are holy and beloved.  Therefore, God wants us to walk in a manner worthy of our high calling.  We are to put on the character of Jesus and walk in Him and in the manner of his calling on us.  Our lives should be typified by compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and forgiveness.  For these are the characteristics of Christ himself and the life we now live we live in Him.  If anyone is lacking in any of these attributes, he should ask of the Lord Jesus and he who gives all freely will anoint you with all you need so that you might also walk in all the grace which he has poured out on mankind.  It is a high calling to walk in this kind of grace and fellowship.  It is the high calling of Jesus on our lives.  So put on Christ and be transformed.

2173. Wednesday, January 6, 2016

Powerful Implants

from 7/21/09

James 1: 21
Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.

The Amplified version of the Bible says that the Word of God, implanted and rooted in our hearts has the ability to save our souls.  It is our hearts to which the Word of God must be sown.  It is one thing for us to know the Word with our minds and with our intelligence but that is not the way in which we have been instructed.  The Lord God is telling us that we must implant the Word into our hearts.  Once we do, it has the power to heal our souls.  God has not called us to an intellectual relationship with him.  He has called us to intimacy through the communion of our hearts with His.  Only then can we receive all that He has designed for us. Only then can we walk with him.  Only then will we be able to really know him and his plan for our lives.  He cannot minister to our deepest needs if he is consigned to our minds and our intellect.  He wants to be close and intimate with each of us.  When we open up our hearts to Him and to His word, then all the power of heaven comes to reside in our deepest being, leads us and save our souls.

Yesterday’s Word of the Day encouraged us to put on the characteristics of God.  Today’s Word has us putting off that which is not consistent with the nature of God.  In each case we can only succeed through the power and grace of Jesus.  When we fill up with Jesus then we have, within us, the power to put off the negative attributes and put on the glory.  Jesus implanted in us is the key to our success.

2174. Thursday, January 7, 2016

The Exalted Life

Galatians 2: 20
I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.

So many times we try with all our might to be like Jesus.  We pray to the Father to make us more like Jesus and ask Jesus to help us conform ourselves to his image.  As is clear in this passage, though, that is not what we are to do.  We don’t have to be like Jesus.  Isn’t that a relief?  We are taught to surrender our lives to him so that he lives through us.  This is a very atypical thought for a society like ours.  Our society tends to be very “self” oriented and because we have been indoctrinated into this thinking we strive with all our might to accomplish lofty goals in ourselves.  While it is laudable from one perspective, that really is the worldly perspective.  God never called us to be saints apart from himself.  He called us into deep relationship with him wherein he lives an exalted life through us.  It is his job to live the life of Christ through us as we are the Body of Christ.  Our task is to get out of ourselves. It is, in a nutshell, to get ourselves off of our minds.  If we listen to our language we sometimes find that the pronoun “I” is much used, even overused.  It is not so much a question of what God wants you to do, but rather what you will allow Him to do through you.  “I” no longer live.  “I” am dead.  The life I now live is the life of Christ in me.  If we, the church, can get this message deep down into our spirits, we will most certainly see an enormous change in our churches, our community and ourselves.

2175. Friday, January 8, 2016
Abide Securely

from 7/27/09

Proverb 3: 23 – 24
Then you will walk in your way securely, and your foot will not stumble.  When you lie down, you will not be afraid.

Those two verses contain some very nice promises.  I imagine that every person would greatly desire the security and steadiness spoken of in those two short verses.  They really include a rather large promise.  But the first word of the passage indicates that there is something which precedes this divine security.  The entire third proverb is about wisdom and Verse 21 tells what leads a person to this specific kind of protected existence.  We are directed to pursue wisdom and understanding and specifically to keep sound wisdom and discretion.  By wisdom, God created all the heavens and earth.  By them, we live in His secure place.  We are to live a discrete life, following God’s wisdom and his ways.  Wisdom is found by those who seek her.  She is found through the pages of his word and meditation therein.  Nothing can replace the time we individually spend with God’s word.  He is His word and He reveals Himself to us in these pages.  Seek wisdom for she will guard your way and be a lamp unto your feet.  You will live in peace and comfort.

2176. Monday, January 11, 2016

Free Admission

from 7/28/09

Hebrews 4: 16
Therefore, let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Do you know that you can enter God’s throne room?  Do you realize that you are actually invited to do so?  Father God has made access to him available to each one of us so that we may receive the help we need.  Not only that, but we are also to enter boldly with confidence.  He is our Father not a far off, removed deity.  We can be like any child entering her Father’s office.  Children just barge into their parent’s offices without waiting just as if it was their own office.  In like manner, we are to go boldly to our Father’s office to talk with him and get whatever we need whenever we need it.  There is no guard at the door and you do not have to make an appointment.  He is waiting there for you even at this moment.  Whenever you can free up your schedule, He is available.  See yourself in your mind’s eye striding purposefully into throne room.  Walk in as a privileged guest, not as a meek servant.  Have your audience with the God of the universe, your Dad, and receive all that you need for this day.

2177. Tuesday, January 12, 2016

Abundant Grace

from 7/29/09

1 Timothy 1: 14
(Amplified Version)

And the grace (unmerited favor and blessing) of our Lord actually flowed out superabundantly and beyond measure for me, accompanied by faith and love that are to be realized in Christ Jesus.

This passage was written by the Apostle Paul.  He was recounting how he blasphemed the Lord and persecuted the church.  Yet nonetheless, Christ, through grace, showed him mercy.  How is it that the Lord was willing and able to show such kindness to this man even while he was torturing and murdering Christians?  The mercy of the Lord and of our Father is beyond comprehension.   Jesus poured out on Paul superabundant favor and blessing.  It certainly was not because Paul earned it.  It comes just from the Father’s deep love.

Paul, unlike so many modern Christians, was able to receive God’s abundance.  Why?  I believe the answer is two-fold.  I think that one of the reasons Paul was able to receive God’s abundant, beyond measure grace is that he, first, completely knew that he was unworthy and undeserving.  This freed him to just receive by grace.  He did not try to earn God’s favor because he knew that he was way beyond that.  

Secondly, I think that Paul was so humble and grateful that his heart was wide open before the Lord of grace.  I deeply desire for the church to draw close to God just as Paul was intimate with him.  We see the abundant love and grace that the Father has for us.  Now if we can sincerely open ourselves to him the way Paul did, we might also walk in the kind of grace that was afforded Paul.  Let us not wait for God to knock us off our donkeys though.  Let us all, with blind faith, reach out to the source of all and invite him into the deepest part of our beings.
2178. Wednesday, January 13, 2016
Generous Growth

from 8/10/09

Proverb 11: 24 – 25
There is one who scatters, yet increases all the more and there is one who withholds what is justly due, but it results only in want.  There generous man will be prosperous and he who waters will himself be watered.

How is it that the one who gives generously shall increase all the more while the person who hordes shall experience lack?  This is the law of sowing and reaping that Jesus was teaching his disciples and is still teaching us today.  This is how the Kingdom of God works.  You cannot reap a harvest without putting some seed in the ground.  When the Israelites were being fed in the desert by manna from heaven, they found that when they tried to store away extra, it rotted.  That is what happens with our resources.  I am all for saving but not at the cost of being tight fisted and stingy.  The Kingdom goes to those who learn how to give.

I have noticed that the people who get the most disturbed about Christians and especially ministers having substance are those who are not givers.  The reason might be that they simply do not have a revelation yet of how generous Father God is yet.  They seem afraid to release anything that belongs to them.  Once they find out that there is joy in giving then they will no longer be afraid of loss.  Then, perhaps, they will not begrudge others having material wealth because they will understand two important principles.  First, they will not fear that someone else having wealth means that they will somehow be deprived and second, they will understand that those people acquired their substance through their own generosity as the scripture says.  Once we understand how the kingdom of God works and have experienced God’s generosity in our own lives then there really is no place for fear of lack or jealousy.

2179. Thursday, January 14, 2016

Food Stores


edited from 8/11/09

Malachi 3: 10

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this”, says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.

This is the leading scripture on tithing.  There are different ways to give to the Lord, the most basic of which is the tithe.  “Tithe” literally means 10%.  The first ten percent of our income is given into the house of the Lord for its support.  In the old days, people actually gave foodstuffs.  This, then, was how the priests ate.  You see that the verse says, “so that there may be food in My house.”  Truth be told, this is still how the ministers eat.  The tithe supports the ministers as well as supporting the work of the ministry.  The theory is that the ministers feed you with what God has given them to sow and you feed them with what God has given you.

Father God is serious about this.  He is serious about the blessing that He has appointed for the tithers.  You can see this in His promise to open His storehouse for us and in His permission for us to hold His feet to the fire on this promise.  He says, “Test me now in this.”  That is an amazing statement for Him to make, that we should put God to the test!

So, the tithe is the first ten percent of our income and it is paid into the church for its support.  God always has a reward attached to all of our giving and the opened storehouses of heaven are the reward for tithers.  In addition, verse 11 says that He, God, “will rebuke the devourer” for our sakes if we are tithers.  He protects our crop and all that we own so that the devourer does not diminish it in any way.  That is a pretty big benefit by itself.

My advice, then, is to become a tither if you are not.  It is just fiscal foolishness not to.  In today’s economic climate, you really do need to be connected to God’s storehouse, to His provision.  Then you will always know where your next meal ticket will come from.  This is how we store up for ourselves, not by hoarding.

2180. Friday, January 15, 2016
A Model Example

from 8/12/09

Genesis 14: 18 -21
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High.  And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand.”  And he gave him a tenth of all.

It is a little difficult to tell what is going on here without reading the entire story so let me expound just a little.  Abraham, before his name was changed from Abram to Abraham, had gone out to battle against some kings.  These kings had, as part of their spoils from previous battle, taken Lot and his family captive.  So, Abram (Abraham) went out against them in order to rescue Lot, his nephew.  Abram won and reclaimed all the goods and people that had been taken.  Melchizedek, who was a high priest, ministered to Abram after the battle and blessed Abram and Abram gave to Melchizedek a tenth of all the spoil or tenth of all of the income of the battle.  This is the model of the tithe.  As you read on in the story, you find out that various distributions were made after the battle.  In fact, Abram ended up keeping nothing.  It is interesting to note, though, that the ten percent was paid over to Melchizedek before any other distributions were made.  That is the tithe and it provides that there will always be food in the house of God to meet every need.
2181. Monday, January 18, 2016
The Rich Young Ruler 
from 7/30/09

Mark 10: 21



And looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, “One thing you lack; go and sell all you possess, and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”

The body of Christ is so confused about finances.  The misconceptions and misunderstandings are prolific.  I find that it is difficult for many pastors to teach on the subject because they fear their congregation will misunderstand them and think that the pastor is trying to get something from them.  This is an area that is important for us to understand, especially in today’s economy.  We need to understand what God has to say about finances so that we can plot our course according to his way.  

This story of the rich, young ruler is one of the most misunderstood and misquoted of them all.  The first thing we might notice is that Jesus felt a love for this man.  He was a ruler and he was abundantly rich.  We have been taught that Jesus liked neither rulers nor rich people.  Well, you can throw that teaching straight in the garbage because it is in direct contradiction to the word of God.  This fellow was a man after Jesus’ own heart.  Jesus looked upon him with love, not disdain.  Jesus was so touched by the heart of this man that he wanted to fellow to follow him.

Now here we have a well propertied ruler.  The guy had kept his life straight, obeying the commandments all the days of his life.  This was apparently a profitable lifestyle because the chap ends up (at a young age) a ruler and very wealthy.  Jesus saw in the man the very characteristics that he was trying to teach to his followers.  This man was a living testament to Jesus’ teaching; except for one thing.  Jesus said that he lacked one thing.  What was that one thing?  Jesus did not tell us.  But he told the man to sell his stuff and follow Him.  Apparently Jesus intended that in following Him, the young man would gain the one thing he lacked.  

We have turned this story into an anti-wealth message when it is exactly the opposite.  Tomorrow we will delve further into this story and see what the Lord will teach us from it.

2182. Tuesday, January 19, 2016
The Rich Young Ruler (part 2)
from 7/31/09

Mark 10:17-31

And as He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him and began asking Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  And Jesus said to him “Why do you call me good?  No one is good except God alone.  You know the commandments, ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and your mother.’”  And he said the Him, “Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up.”  And looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess, and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”  But at these words his face fell, and he went away grieved, for he was one who owned much property.  And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!”  And the disciples were amazed at His words.  But Jesus answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is to enter the Kingdom of God.”  And they were even more astonished and said to Him, “Then who can be saved?”  Looking upon them, Jesus said, “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.”  Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.”  Jesus, said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, but that he shall receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.  But many who are first, will be last; and the last, first.”

“One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess, and give to the poor.
Above is the text for the entire story so that you can see it in context.  Try to read it with new eyes.  Try to read it without the wind of doctrine blowing through it.

In this excerpt I want you to see that Jesus did not tell the man to give away all that he had.  He told him to sell it.  The man did not have only money.  He owned much property.  That probably means real estate, but likely includes other property as well.  Jesus wanted the man to follow him and knew very well that the man could not manage all that property and go out on the road too.  Jesus wanted the man to convert the property into cash.  Then his assets would be portable.  In this more liquid form the man could have sown into many great works and projects.  Jesus wasn’t making the man bankrupt; he was teaching him how to work in the Kingdom of God.  He was going to teach him wealth management and growth according to God’s financial principles.  He was going to teach him the law of sowing and reaping.  The man would have ended up much wealthier by far.

2183. Wednesday, January 20, 2016

Mark 10: 23 - 26

The Rich Young Ruler
(Part 3)
And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!”  And the disciples were amazed at His words.  But Jesus answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  And they were even more astonished and said to Him, “Then who can be saved?”

If Jesus was teaching that rich people cannot get into heaven, then why were his own disciples astonished?  Why has this come as such a surprise to them?  After all, they have been following him around for some time.  They were living in a totally different mindset than we are today.  Wealthy people were the spiritual leaders and all of the spiritual leaders and wise fathers were wealthy.  Abraham was very rich.  To the disciples this was like Jesus telling them that Father Abraham couldn’t get into heaven.  In their minds, if rich people couldn’t get into heaven, then no one could.  Furthermore, they were men of means.  Peter and his brother, Andrew, owned their own fishing business and James and John were partnered with their father in their own fishing business.  Matthew was a tax collector.  Tax collectors were wealthy and well educated though despised, probably because they collected taxes for the Roman authority.  Because of their wealth they were not only astonished but also a bit concerned.  You see that in their entreaty about leaving behind everything to follow Jesus.  They apparently didn’t sell everything they had because they reveal here that they left it at home.  They left their worldly goods behind.  They did not give it away.  Matthew used his immense wealth to throw Jesus a big party (Luke 5: 29).  He must have had a big house too because the scripture says “there was a great crowd.”  David was rich.  His son Solomon was the richest man in history, even to this day.  What sense would it have made to the disciples for Jesus to say that rich men couldn’t get into heaven?  Abraham was already there (see Luke 16).  

But Jesus was not telling them that rich people couldn’t or wouldn’t get into heaven.  He wasn’t even telling them that it is hard for them to get into heaven.  He did not even mention heaven until the last sentence.   How is this reconciled then?  Jesus was teaching them about the kingdom of God, not the kingdom of heaven.  These are related but different subjects and understanding that clears up the confusion evidenced by the apostles.  We will see it more clearly tomorrow.

2184. Thursday, January 21, 2016

The Rich Young Ruler   (Part 4)

Mark 10: 17 – 20


And as He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him and began asking Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  And Jesus said to him “Why do you call me good?  No one is good except God alone.  You know the commandments, ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and your mother.’”  And he said the Him, “Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up.”

Jesus wasn’t teaching about salvation in this story.  He was teaching about walking according to the kingdom that God is now and in the future will establish.  He is talking about learning to work and walk in the earth as God has so designed.  We can see this in the first several verses.  Jesus finishes dealing with salvation in verse 20 and yet the story goes on through verse 31.  So what was Jesus talking about in the subsequent 11 verses?

The young man asked what he needed to do to inherit salvation and Jesus answered him, “Keep the commandments.”  The man answered that he had so done all the years of his life.  That’s it then, isn’t it?  Jesus said, “Do this and you shall inherit salvation” and the fellow essentially says, “Ok.”  That ends that conversation.  But Jesus saw something in this young man that he really liked; more than liked actually.  The scripture said that Jesus loved him.  Jesus said, “Come follow me.”  It is like Peter and Andrew leaving their nets and following him.  I am also reminded of the story in Matthew 8.  Jesus called someone to come with him but the man responded, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.”  Jesus answered him though, “Follow Me; and allow the dead to bury their own dead.”

You see, nothing was more important than following Jesus.  To this day, nothing is more important than following Jesus.  Anything that we allow to come before our following of our Lord is a problem.  Actually, it is an idol.  Anything that we put in a position of higher importance than the Lord Jesus is an idol.  We are serving it rather than the Lord.  You see that Jesus was not going to be second place in any of these people’s lives.  Jesus understands that we all have responsibilities but he wants us to put him first place in our lives.  He is to be our Lord and all other things should fall into place behind him.

2185. Friday, January 22, 2016

The Rich Young Ruler    (Part 5)

Mark 10:  21


And looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him, and said to him, “One thing you lack . . . come, follow me.

What was the one thing that the rich young ruler lacked?  I believe it was a deep abiding trust in the Holy One.  I think Jesus was preaching Proverb 3: 5 to him which reads; “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  We know that this young man was holy because he kept the commandments.  We know that he loved God.  That is why he kept the commandments.  He had a deeper longing for God also.  He was not prideful either.  Those two are demonstrated in the fact that he ran to Jesus and that he threw himself at Jesus’ feet.  He wanted to know how to come closer to God and was willing to chase down the man he thought could teach him that.

His problem was not that he had riches.  Really it is not hard to get into heaven with riches.  You just leave them behind here on earth.  You go, they stay.  No, his problem was that he had learned to trust in his wealth.  He trusted in his skills.  He knew how to live and be prosperous but his trust was in himself and his ability to take care of himself.  Jesus called him to leave that life and his possessions behind and follow him.  Peter, John, etc. left their goods behind and it did not seem to bother them much.  They did not have their trust tied into their fishing nets.  This young man didn’t know how to walk by faith though.  This is what Jesus wanted to teach him.  In the fourth chapter of Mark, Jesus compared the kingdom of God to seed which is planted and having been planted, after a time, yields a crop.  He was trying to teach them all the law of sowing and reaping.

When Jesus called Andrew and Peter, he told them that he would make him fishers of men.  In the rich young ruler’s case, he would have shown him how to sow and reap in the kingdom of God.  He would have taught him how to make money by sowing, but also he would have taught him how he (the young ruler) could plant the seed of God’s word and reap souls saved and destiny bound.  He could have become a great evangelist because he already knew the principles of business.  He just needed to learn to operate as God and Jesus did.  And he needed to learn what we are all still learning even to this day.  Walk wherever Jesus calls you without fear or concern for your own livelihood.  Do what he calls you to do and have no thought for your own needs.  They are the responsibility of the Father.  The rich young ruler couldn’t step out of his comfort zone and follow Christ.  He couldn’t step out on that water and trust Christ to hold him up.  He couldn’t go where Jesus called because of his fear and lack of faith and trust.  Now the real question is, “Can we?”

2186. Monday, January 25, 2016

Matthew 5: 18

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

When God created this ream in which we live, He created certain physical and spiritual laws.  These laws operate independently of our will or actions.  The most obvious example of this is the law of gravity.  Gravity operates whether or not you believe in it or whether or not you intend to trigger it.  We have come to accept this law though.  If I release the pen in my hand right now, I am convinced that it will fall to the desk, perhaps even to the floor.  Now, whether or not I can explain the law of gravity, I understand its impact on the pen and I can, with a pretty high level of accuracy, predict the course of the pen.  All of the laws of physics work in the same way.  The results of their application are predictable.

Allow me to give you an example.  There is a shot tower in Virginia.  It is called a shot tower because early settlers used the seventy-five foot tall tower to manufacture lead shot for guns.  Molten lead was dropped 150 feet from the top of the tower.  During the decent, physical laws operated on the melted lead so that when it reached its terminus it was spherical and partially cooled.  The shot would fall into a pool of water which would complete the cooling process.  The result was smooth, round shot. 

I doubt that the shot manufacturers could explain all of the physical laws which operated upon the molten lead which caused it to form the perfect shot needed for the firearms of the day.  Even if the owner of the patent could offer even a portion of a scientific explanation I am sure that the people dropping the shot could not.  Nonetheless, the shot ended up being just as round and just as smooth for the most ignorant of the operators as it was for the most informed.  Why?  The physical laws work equally for all of us whether or not we can explain their properties.  The operators understood that if they dropped their shot from the top of the tower that when it was fished out of the pool it would be smooth and round.  They did not need to understand gravity, atmospheric pressure, acceleration, the impact of humidity, or any other physical laws which impacted the shot in order to predict the outcome and to make perfect shot.

Now then, there are also spiritual laws that underpin this sphere, this realm in which we live.  They operate the same for everyone and with the same predictability.  Unfortunately, most of us do not know these spiritual laws so we can neither predict them nor use them to our benefit.  We often think things just happen but in truth there is cause and effect.  The more we understand the laws which are in operation all around us, the more we can determine our destinies instead of being reeds blowing in the wind.  Let us look at the most prominent of all spiritual laws tomorrow.
2187. Tuesday, January 26, 2016

The First Law

Galatians 6: 7

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.

We have the power to improve the quality of our lives.  When we know and follow spiritual laws we find increasing success and happiness.  The lead shot manufacturers from yesterday’s Word of the Day employed the physical laws of the earth in order to create a needed product.  We can create the same kind of success by employing spiritual laws.

Today’s verse reveals one of those spiritual laws.  It is called the law of sowing and reaping.  Yesterday I said that it is the preeminent law.  Why do I say that?  Jesus intimated to his disciples that if they could not understand the parable of the sower and the seed then they could not understand any of the parables (Mark 4: 13).  Besides this statement, twice Jesus compared the kingdom of God to seed being sown (v. 26 & 30).  In other words, if we cannot understand the parable of the sower then we cannot understand anything about the kingdom of God.  This principle of sowing and reaping is how the kingdom of God works.  That is why it is so important that we recognize it and employ it.  It is not necessary that we understand how it works, only that we apply it.

In Galatians 6: 7 Paul was writing specifically about money.  In context he was speaking about giving good things to those who teach us the word (Galatians 6: 6).  The principle of sowing and reaping, though, applies to all things.  In Matthew 7, verse 1 Jesus is quoted saying, “Do not judge lest you be judged.”  Why is this so?  Because as you sow, so shall you reap.  If you sow judgement, judgment you will reap.  If you sow bitterness, bitterness you will reap.  No matter what you sow, that you shall reap and more besides because one thing we know about seeds is that they produce much more fruit than is represented by their size and number.  

Another truth which supports this proposition is Genesis 1: 12 which reads, “The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit with seed in them, after their kind”.  That is to say that the fruit yield is representative of the seed sown.  The seeds produce according to their own kind such that whatever you sow is what you reap.  Agriculturally we wouldn’t expect to plant cucumber seeds and get tomatoes.  It just doesn’t happen.

The same is true in our lives.  We cannot sow discord and reap harmony.  We will not reap love and respect if we sow criticism, judgment and backbiting.  It just isn’t ever going to happen.   Jesus taught that we could know people by their fruit (Matthew 7: 16 & 20).  A good tree, he said, does not produce bad fruit and vice versa.  The fruit will demonstrate what kind of seed they have sown.  Jesus is talking about the harvest and the harvest is always a product of the seed.  Knowing this, we can predetermine the crop which is produced in our lives by planting the correct seeds.

This is the first law of spiritual physics.  Harvests are determined by seeds.  Therefore, we can cultivate our crop of choice by first planting the right seeds.  Understanding that the kingdom of God’s first law is sowing and reaping should help us all to live a more enlightened and fruitful life.  Be blessed my beloved.

2188. Wednesday, January 27, 2016

Applied Law

Luke 6: 38

Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.

This is the law of sowing and reaping.  If you give, it will be given to you.  Period.  Jesus spoke these words.  The truth of the matter is that because this is a spiritual law, not Jesus nor even God Himself can stop the flow of benefit to you.  A law operates the same way all the time and automatically.  Jesus did not say and is not saying that when you give God will bless you.  Read it again.  He is simply teaching about the application of the law of sowing and reaping.  When you sow, you shall reap.

As people begin to learn this important lesson they are routinely confronted with how, when and why to use it.  Truly, I have seen more than one person trip over what they perceive as the ethic of this law.  They will say to me, “Yes, I see this is true and from God but we shouldn’t give in order to receive.”  That is like saying, “We shouldn’t intentionally use gravity.”  I know it sounds holy, and that is what people are wrestling with.  It is their learned sense of right and wrong.  However, the real truth is that is a carnal perspective taught to all of us by the world.  I know that sounds a bit harsh but I am trying to set you free here.  When God establishes a law and Jesus teaches us about it they mean for us to use it for our benefit and for the benefit of those around us.  

You don’t have to be selfish in order to use this law.  You can always support this and other ministries with your increase.  So, let’s get out of our worldly ethic for a minute and stretch our minds.   Jesus came to the earth teaching that the Kingdom of God has come.  That was  a new thing and people had no idea what he was talking about.  Then he proceeded to teach us how this Kingdom works.  The first lesson, the predominant application of this Kingdom domain is that whenever you sow money, kindness, patience or anything else whether good or bad, you will receive a harvest which is multiplied many times over.  Remember Jesus’ language.  He said you shall receive “good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over.”  When I hear that I think of trying to get all of the bag of grits to fit in my canister.  I have to shake it and bang it on the counter to get it to press down so that I can get all of the grits to fit.  That’s what Jesus is talking about.  Your return is going to be so great that you won’t be able to fit it into your container.  It is running over.  

Now then, why did Jesus teach us this?  Was he trying to get us to give?  Most people probably don’t truly believe that answer or we would see much better and more givers in the church.  Why then?  Here is a Bible principle that will serve you well if you will remember it.  Everything that Jesus teaches us, everything that he tells us to do is for our good.  That is a biggy.  It means that Jesus told us about giving so that we will learn how to receive.  Alright, let that sink in.  Of the thirty-six words in today’s verse only one has to do with giving.  The rest are about receiving.

Here is my point.  Jesus was trying to teach us all how things work in the Kingdom of God.  Remember he said that we are not of this world (John 17: 14).   We are of the Kingdom of God.  Therefore, we have to learn Kingdom Principles or how the Kingdom operates.  

Today’s verse will teach you how to manage finances.  If you want to make money, multiply your wealth and  increase your financial well-being then you must give.  That’s just how the Kingdom works, that is how Kingdom finances work.  You cannot operate as the world operates and be successful because you don’t live in the world.  This is a very important concept for us to grasp.  Jesus is teaching how to succeed, how to have provision for every good work as well as taking care of your own needs.  Now don’t say, “Well, I don’t want to give in order to receive.”  That is denying the laws of the Kingdom.  Would you say, “Okay, I am going to invest some money in this mutual fund but I don’t want it to increase.”  Of course not.  That would be foolishness.  Why, then, would you expect a worldly venture to increase your portfolio but not your Father who loves you?  When we stop and think of these things they really are foolish but it is only because we haven’t been taught.  Now you know though.  God intends for you to work the equation backwards.  If I know the result I want, then I can figure out what seed to sow.  If you need money, sow money.  God’s law of sowing and reaping will multiply that seed and give you a harvest.  

Jesus didn’t teach us to pray for our increase and then sit on the wharf and wait for our ship to dock.  No, Jesus said, “Give.”  Then pray over your seed.  Ask Dad to multiply your seed to the one you give it to and to return it to you multiplied hundred-fold.  Now that prayer is in keeping with the Word of God.  Give and it shall be given to you.  Let’s get scriptural with this thing and apply the spiritual laws.

2189. Thursday, January 28, 2016

Investing Wisely
from 8/13/09 (edited version)

Hebrews 3:1 & 5: 10
Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession…being designated by God as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

We discovered yesterday that giving is a means to financial betterment in the Kingdom of God.  Today I wish to take a quick look at the tithe.  I don’t really think of the tithe when I discuss giving.  For me the tithe is simply that part I put away in God’s treasury which provides my seed for sowing.  When farmers get in their harvest, they don’t eat it all or sell it all.  They must reserve a portion of this year’s harvest to use as seed for next year’s planting.  In my mind, that is the tithe and it is the starting place for financial well-being.

Tithe literally means ten percent.  In Genesis 14: 20 we witness the tithe of Abraham to Melchizedek.  Jesus is now our high priest and he is clothed in the same priesthood as Melchizedek (Psalm 110: 4, Hebrews 7: 17).  Some people actually teach that tithing is an Old Testament doctrine.  I can only postulate that people posit that theory because they do not want to give to God.  The answer I have heard in response to that position is, “If they could give ten percent under the law, how much more can we give by grace.”  Our high priest is Jesus.  That is according to New Testament scripture.  How much more should we want to give under his priesthood than those Old Testament folks who had not been saved by grace unto eternity?  Later on, after Jacob, Isaac, and the twelve tribes, priests were appointed from the house of Levi.  God could have appointed Jesus as a priest according to the order of the Levites but he did not.  His priesthood is higher than the Levitical priests.  Therefore, if Abraham, Father of all of us through grace and the shed blood of Jesus, could give ten percent to Melchizedek, then how much more can we give unto Jesus our High Priest?  Might we, from the deep well of our hearts, pour out onto Jesus our substance in addition to our love?

2190. Friday, January 29, 2016

Fulfilled

2 Corinthians 9: 8

Amplified Bible
And God is able to make all grace [every favor and earthly blessing] come in abundance to you, so that you may always [under all circumstances, regardless of the need] have complete sufficiency in everything [being completely self-sufficient in Him], and have an abundance for every good work and act of charity.

In Luke 6: 38 we see Jesus importuning us to give.  We have briefly pondered the question of why Jesus wants us to give.  

I gave you a Biblical Principle that you can hang your hat on.  Specifically, everything Jesus tells us to do is for our own good (see devotion from Wednesday, January 27, 2016).  If you will always begin with this premise, you will arrive at right conclusions.  Let me suggest some other reasons why Jesus encourages us to give.   

The first one is so simple and so obvious that it has almost become invisible.  Jesus tells us to become habitual givers because he loves us.  We have all heard people saying that the preacher on wants to get something from them.  I don’t doubt there are preachers who put pressure on us to give for that reason but I innocently believe they are in the minority.  Jesus pushes us to teach on giving not because he wants to get something from you.  He is trying to bless you.  He is trying to give to you but he needs your seed so that he can multiply it.  Just look at Jesus’ life on earth.  He was always giving away.  He continuously blessed the people.  He hasn’t changed.  He still is trying to bless everyone.

In today’s text, the Apostle Paul provides two additional reasons for why Jesus teaches us to be givers.  Those reasons are so that we will always have sufficient resources to meet our needs and so that, from our abundance, we will be able to help meet the needs of others.  

If you look closely, if you peer inside these ideas, you will see the Kingdom of God financial laws at work.  Through our giving, we increase.  With our increase, we increase others, who then contribute to meeting the needs of others, and on and on.  God is in the business of growing.  With the obedience of just a few people, He can start a garden growing which truly can spread across the entire earth.  Let me just say this plainly – there is power in giving.  Do not underestimate this primary tool of the Kingdom.  Give and it shall be given unto you, then give again.  Your crop will overflow so that you will have an abundance for every good work.

2191. Monday, February 1, 2016

Relief

Isaiah 61: 3

NIV

. . . a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.

Recently I listened to a CD titled Revival in Belfast by Robin Mark.  The first track on the album is Garments of Praise.  The lyric says, “Put on the garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness”.  I have listened to this CD many, many times but this time the lyric struck me as never before.  I wish to share with you the revelation that God gave me.

Isaiah 61 is Jesus’ commission; it is what God called him to do.  This segment of Isaiah 61 is part of what God commissioned Jesus to do; to give us garments of praise in place of a spirit of despair.  The New American Standard Bible reads, “a mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting.”  When we are in despair, Jesus’ commission kicks in to replace that despair with a garment of praise.  God’s Word translation reads, “the oil of joy instead of tears of grief.”  Jesus pours the oil of joy over us to replace our tears of grief.  

As I listened to the song Garments of Praise I realized that I could elect to put on the garment of praise instead of my sackcloth of despair.  I can choose the oil of gladness instead of tears of grief.  I am not saying that there are not times of grief in our lives.  What I am saying is that Jesus has already provided a mantle of praise with which we can replace the spirit of fainting.  I learned, however, that even though Jesus has already provided for this exchange, giving us the garment of praise in place of grief, it is I who must don the clothing which he has purchased for me.  

God is our strength; He is the joy and the lifter of our heads.  However, we have to choose to put on the garment of praise.  When we do, we find that the He lifts the grief.  He will get you through the toughest times of life but you must use the tools He has given you.  He has already given you the garment of praise for that day when despair encompasses you.  I find that some people think God has let them down in their time of need but He is there saying, “Look, I have already provided.  Put on your robe!!”  It must cause Him great chagrin when people do not avail themselves of all of the gifts, weaponry and tools that He has provided.  So, when you are sad, remember that God has already made a substitutionary allowance.  Start to praise, begin to sing and worship, you will find your relief in the garment of praise.

2192. Tuesday, February 2, 2016

The Sacrament

1 Corinthians 10: 16

Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?

Of course, Paul’s topic here is we call the Lord’s Supper.  It is also widely known as “Communion”.   Though the word Communion does not appear in the Bible, it is widely practiced and accepted amongst most Christian groups.  In fact, it is valued as possibly the highest sacrament.  

The word sacrament is defined in the Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms as “an outward sign instituted by God to convey an inward or spiritual grace.”  It is a rite or ritual that Christians participate in which is meant to be an external acknowledgement of what God is and has done in our spirits.  There is wide disparity over the sacraments.  Catholics identify seven sacraments while most protestant churches only recognize two.  Other Christian faiths abandon the practice of sacraments wholly.   

Thomas á Kempis wrote in the Imitation of Christ that “in this Sacrament spiritual grace is conferred, the soul's strength is replenished, and the recipient's mind is fortified and strength is given to the body debilitated by sin.”  For Kempis the sacraments, especially communion, are not just outward signs but rather that something spiritual occurs when the sacraments are observed.  Some people feel that in the receiving of communion they experience Christ more than any other time.  Drawing deeper on Kempis we can see that the keeping of the sacraments were important to him because within them the spirit, soul mind and even body are benefited.

While my writing and thoughts are not on par with Thomas á Kempis I would like to offer a thought.  If the rites and rituals of the Christian faith are meant to be events which stir our spirits and confer blessing on our minds, souls and even bodies then I wish to suggest that reading the Bible and meditating therein is the most powerful of all Christian activity.  At least I find that my greatest connection with the Divine Trinity occurs over the Word.  

Some people find their greatest connection with Christ over the Word while others find their expression of Christian faith more easily in the sacraments.  Those, like Kempis, who honor the keeping of the sacraments, would never suggest that they are meant to replace the Word.  However, I do find that some of the church is divided on this point.  Were I to suggest that we not observe any of the Holy Rites, especially Communion and Baptism, some people’s skin would peel right off of them.  Nonetheless, I have seen whole congregations who give a high place to the sacraments but largely ignore the Word of God.  This is not as it should be.  

We may observe the sacraments as fits us for there is a denomination at every level of sacramental observance.  That is good.  The Christian church does not have to be one size fits all.  However, a church, a congregation or a believer without a steady diet of God’s word is one which can be led astray.  Further, without the feeding on the word, that believer, congregation or even whole denomination will die.  Practice seven sacraments if that suits you.  Participate in daily communion if you like, but follow this piece of advice: forsake not the Word of God.
2193. Wednesday, February 3, 2016
Rites, Ritual and Religion

Mark 2: 18

Amplified
Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting [as a ritual]; and they came and asked Jesus, “Why are John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fasting, but Your disciples are not doing so?”

Yesterday we looked at the Sacraments.  We saw how the observance of them can vary between denominations.  I wish to reiterate that there need not be war over the proper number of sacraments or how they are observed.  In contrast with the Old Testament, there is very little specified in the New Testament about feasts, rites or rituals.  Largely, churches and denominations have developed ritualistic patterns which meet the needs of their congregation.  Further, there is enough diversity among the Christian churches that every person ought to be able to find a system of worship which meets their individual need.  What is important is that we practice a true faith.

Some of the less formal and less ritualistic churches bemoan the pomp and circumstance of the ceremonial services but I have discovered that we all have created a system of rituals.  Even in the least formal of churches you may find some patterns emerging.  That is okay.  It is acceptable to develop practice patterns with which we are comfortable as long as we do not begin to serve them instead of the Lord Jesus.  

This is the main point.  In the Old Testament there was great emphasis on the feasts and other forms of ritualistic worship and how they were to be conducted.  The celebration of the Jewish faith had, to a greater degree, a corporate expression.  In the Christian faith, so much of what calls us to higher ground happens within us.  If we then choose to express that with pot luck dinners  or high mass we may.  We must, however, keep our focus on that spiritual reality which is happening within us as Thomas á Kempis suggested.  The sacrament, feast or song is not the worship.  It is the gift we give God from our hearts which matters, and truly, that is all that matters in the end.  You won’t go to hell for not practicing the sacraments but you can practice all of the sacraments and never connect with Jesus in your heart.  This is the important concept and we really must embrace it.  

May I be so bold as to say that it is not communion which is holy?  It is the honor, dedication, servitude and, most importantly, the love which you give to the Father that matters.  Some people find that practicing the sacraments, especially communion, helps them to connect with that part of their hearts which loves God.  To my way of thinking, the sacraments are about giving, at least as much as they are about receiving.  This is a subtly but an important point and one which makes a great deal of difference to our Father.  As we take communion are we doing so in order to receive from the Father?  Perhaps we hope to receive the grace Kempis wrote about.  Or, do we eat the bread and drink the cup in order to remember what Jesus did for us?  Perhaps we should not say “receive” communion because it is supposed to be an offering of remembrance and thanksgiving.  “When He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me’”.   It is almost like raising your glass in a toast to the Lord of Lords and the King of Kings.  He has already given us everything.  He has already done for us everything.  Now we honor him in recalling all that he has done and all that he is.

Tomorrow I wish to share with you two final thoughts as you consider the role of the sacraments and other rituals in the Christian faith.  Let your heart be at peace.  We will see what Jesus teaches so that we can know that we are building our houses on the rock.  Be blessed.

2194. Thursday, February 4, 2016

Fruit Inspector

John 9: 16

Some of the Pharisees said, “The man who did this is not from God because he doesn’t follow the traditions for the day of rest—a holy day.” Other Pharisees asked, “How can a man who is a sinner perform miracles like these?” So the Pharisees were divided in their opinions.

Jesus drove the Pharisees crazy with his continual neglect of the traditions of religion.  He performed miracles on the Sabbath, didn’t wash his hands before eating and didn’t fast at all of the prescribed times.  Wow!  What a heathen.

As we wrap up our brief study of ritualistic worship and you ponder Christian ideologies on the sacraments, there are two thoughts I would leave you with.  First, Jesus said, “So then, you will know them by their fruits” (Matthew 7: 20).    We are not supposed to judge people by their activities but we are supposed to observe the fruit they display.  The Pharisees judged Jesus as “not from God” because he didn’t observe the same traditions as they.  We should neither judge people as holy because they “do” all the right things nor as “unholy” because they don’t behave according to our religious traditions.  As you see, some of the Pharisees were fruit inspectors.  They said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform miracles like these?”  Amen.  They saw him extending grace and mercy to people and recognized that as a God trait.

Another interesting question we can ask is, “Who is Jesus speaking about in Matthew 7: 20 where he teaches us to inspect a person’s fruit?”  He is talking about believers, church people, isn’t he.  He wants us not to be misled.  The way of Christ is the way of the heart.  Whether we practice the sacraments or not is not the test Christ gave us.  He recognized there would be among us people who put on the vestments of Christian faith but whose heart does not belong to Jesus.  So Jesus told us to become fruit inspectors.  This is what is important.  Do not be misled by all the “churchy” things we say and do.  Check the fruit.  Jesus said that a bad tree cannot bear good fruit and a good tree cannot bear bad fruit (Matthew 7:18).  Don’t be fooled by my regular church attendance, that I sit on four committees and that I am always the first to volunteer.  Check the fruit which is hanging from my tree.  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5: 22).  These are the expressions of a sincere faith.  

Secondly, being a Christian is all about a deep, devoted, interpersonal relationship with Jesus.  It is not about being a good Catholic or a good Baptist.  I hear that expression rather frequently and it grieves me.  The speaker almost always means that the person to whom he refers models prescribed denominational behaviors.  All too often, those behaviors are not scriptural.  They are merely the traditions of men.  Jesus warned us about this all too human tendency.   Be a good Christian meaning a devoted follower of Christ in all that he teaches.  Jesus warned us that not all who call themselves Christians or followers of Christ will enter heaven.  “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 7: 21).  

It is not the practice or abstinence of rituals and sacraments which is important.  What is important is that we humble ourselves in the presence of the Lord and worship him.  It is that heartfelt love and admiration for the Lord which longs for expression which is important.  Our best worship is in giving ourselves to his Lordship.  Nothing else really matters in the big picture. This is what I wish to encourage with these words I write.  I want you to abandon all of the trappings of Christianity and follow the trail of the heart.

Let your heart be at peace.  Fret not.  If rituals, rites, sacraments and even the pomp and circumstance of Christian traditions helps you to make a real heart connection with Jesus then use them.  Perhaps singing moves your heart to a tender state or maybe you even dance to break down the walls of your heart.  The key here is to seek God.  Seek Him until you have a true, heart-felt connection with Him.  Once we can connect with God in our hearts then He can lead us into the forms of worship which are best for us.

In our seeking, however, let us not judge others nor take upon ourselves the judgments of others.  I hope you come away from this mini-series feeling validated.    Whatever form of worship God ratifies in your life is valid.  I sing and I hibernate in the Word.  That is where I find Jesus.  Because that is what is right for me does not give me license to judge someone who is highly ritualistic in their communion with God.  In like manner, those who prefer a formalized structure of worship have not been given leave by God to judge those for whom the sacraments hold little power.  If the fruit of my tree is good, then that demonstrates a true connection with the Holy Spirit of God because it is only with that divine union that I can produce good fruit.  If I do a daily bible study, sit on the first pew at every service, serve communion at my church, and do every other external act of Christianity but do not exhibit the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control then you will know that I am really not of a true faith with Jesus, the Christ.  This is the point that Jesus is makes in Matthew 7: 20.  Don’t get hung up on the method of practice but rather observe the fruit.  By this we will know all people.  Do not be misled.  The fruit, the specific fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5: 22) is how we can recognize true brothers and sisters in the faith.  In these last days it is very important that you become a fruit inspector.

2195. Friday, February 5, 2016

Flashing Lights

Acts 9: 3 - 4

And it came about that as he journeyed, he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; and he fell to the ground, and heard a voice.

Everyone needs a personal meeting with Christ Jesus.  It is in this personal contact that we come to know the person of Jesus.  Hopefully, most of us do not need a wakeup call as loud as Paul’s though.  Paul could not hear the quiet voice of Jesus.  He was too busy persecuting followers of Christ to hear the voice of the Lord.  He was a zealot pursuing a course of action that he thought was right.  Though he was trained in the law, he did not have a relationship with the Father.  He never checked in with Father God about what he should be doing.  He just decided in his own reasoning that he was protecting the church from heretics.  As it turned out, he was far outside the will of God.  After his encounter with Jesus though, he learned to follow the leading of the Lord in everything he did.  His religion came alive on that Damascus road.  It was no longer a book of the law to be rigorously followed; it became a relationship with a beloved Lord.  In like manner, we all need to meet the Lord personally.  We need to know him personally.  That begins with recognizing that he is still alive.  Jesus is not dead, he is resurrected.  From there you have only to ask him to enter into a personal relationship with you.  That is it.  That is what this whole thing is about.  If Christianity is a stale religion to you, I invite you to meet Jesus personally.  Talk to him.  The next thing you know, you will be walking in a deep love relationship with the one who loves you.

2196. Monday, February 8, 2016

Make a Wish

1 Kings 3: 5

In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream at night; and God said,  “Ask what you wish me to give you.”

Wouldn’t we all like God to appear to us with the promise to grant whatever we wish?  That is what happened to Solomon.  As you probably know, Solomon asked God for an understanding heart so that he would know how to rule God’s people.  God was pleased with Solomon’s wish and granted him not only great wisdom but also riches and honor.  God also promised long life if Solomon would continue to walk in the statutes and commandments.

I wonder sometimes if God isn’t posing the same question to us today?  Jesus said, “Ask, and it will be given to you” (Matthew 7: 7).  “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it” (John 14: 14).  Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full (John 16: 24).  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you (John 15: 7).  Perhaps, then, it is true that the Father is making us the same offer He made Solomon.

What is your Solomon wish?

2197. Tuesday, February 9, 2016

Give a Care


1 Peter 5: 6 - 7

Humble yourselves therefore under the might hand of God that he may exalt you in due time, casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.

Do you find it curious that God put a humility directive in the same sentence that He commands us to cast all of our care upon him?  I do.  As I ponder this, though, it strikes me that perhaps it is not so odd as one might first think.  What do you think is the main reason we do not cast our care upon the Lord?  Could it be that our own arrogance, our independence  prevents us from giving our worries to the Lord?  

Many of us have frequently used the expression, “Take care”.   Though I have said it many times myself, I find I have a growing aversion to the expression.  First of all, it is unscriptural.  It is in direct disobedience to the Word of God.  God said to cast all your care onto Him.  Give it to Him in other words.  So, for us to go around saying, “Take care” is to encourage people to defy the Word of God.  Okay, I know we all mean it in a kind way but sooner or later we have to grow enough in the things of the Spirit that we don’t defy God even in well intentioned ways.

Let me give you the big revelation that dropped on me recently.  Have you heard the term “caregiver”?  Caregivers are people who care for others.  They are so selfless and noble.  I so admire the people who are gifted in this area.  I think so much of the great, and I do mean great, people of Hospice care.  Someone asked me where people like them come from and without pausing I said, “They must fall right out of heaven.”  I am honored to say I am a care receiver, that I was blessed to be cared for by these wonderful people.  It gave me a whole new revelation on “take care” though.  In fact, it now makes those words choke in my throat.  How can I tell someone to take care now after what I have seen of those who devote their lives to caring for others?  Now I want to say, “give care.”  Let us not be takers.  Let us be givers.  And I just wonder if this isn’t part of the reason God told us to give our care to him.  When we are free of our burdens, then we can give to others.

We have been selfish y’all, I worst of all.  We have been arrogant and self-centered.  I pray that you will take today’s devotional to heart and meditate on what God would teach us on this point if we could open our hearts to instruction.   We were put here to be caregivers.  Have no thought for your worries.  Give them to God and free your hands to bless others.

2198. Wednesday, February 10, 2016
Loving You

John 3: 16
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

While this is a very familiar passage of scripture, it is good for us to have a look at it sometimes and remind ourselves about our faith.  We must grasp and retain that this is a love thing.  The whole basis of Christianity is right here.  Out of a driving force of love, God sent his only son into this earth to be the sacrificial lamb so that all might be cleansed and renewed.  God sent and Jesus came out of their super-abundant, overflowing love for us.  We need to understand that it all begins, ends and revolves around this precept.  God gave everything out of his deep and abiding love for us.  He loves you with all that he is and all that he has.  Everything you have ever seen him do or read about him doing is all because he loves you.  He wants you to be reconciled to him and be able to live in victory and freedom because he wants all of the best for you every day.  He didn’t send Jesus into this earth for us to serve him or for us to learn to obey a rigid list of laws.  He sent his dear child so that we might be free and happy.  He, Father God, is love and He so loves that He will do anything for you that is good for you.  He longs to be a Father to you and to shower you with His love.  Will you please let Him?

2199. Thursday, February 11, 2016

Casting

Psalm 55: 22

Cast your burden upon the Lord, and He will sustain you.

Tuesday we looked at 1 Peter 5: 7 which reads, “casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.”  Seeing this same idea in the Old Testament brings three thoughts.  The first thing which occurs to me is that God has not changed (Malachi 3: 6).  The Old Testament God wants to care for us just like the New Testament God does.  Secondly, it seems to me that Peter was increasing the understanding of Psalm 55 in his statement.  Peter’s ministry was predominantly to Jews.  Therefore, his audience would already know Psalm 55 and to cast their burdens onto the Lord.  They would also have known that this is the methodology for receiving God’s sustenance.  Peter’s teaching explains why God gave them Psalm 55 in the first place.  Peter explains that all of this is because God cares for us.  

Lastly, we can enter this verse through the back door and really wrap Psalm 55 and 1 Peter 5: 7 up in a pretty bow.  The backdoor is that God wishes to sustain us.  Therefore, He teaches us to cast our care upon Him.  In other words, if you want God to sustain you then He has shown us that the way to receive that sustenance is to give Him all of our cares and burdens.  Begin with the result and work your way backward to find out what you must do in order to receive that result.  Do not stop there, though.  The conclusion is that God provides our sustenance and the methodology for receiving it because He cares for us. We get to see His motivation for ever speaking Psalm 55.

For thousands of years now God has been calling us to go to Him to receive our daily bread and every other need met as well.  He calls to us because He loves us and wants to take care of us.  That is why it is almost sinful for us to “take care”.  That is the role God has appointed for Himself.  He is the ultimate caregiver, so roll all of your cares over on Him and receive the sustaining grace of His love.

2200. Friday, February 12, 2016

Half Life

Psalm 55: 23

Men of bloodshed and deceit will not live out half their days.  But I will trust in Thee.

Now I don’t think most of us know “men of bloodshed” but I am willing to bet that everyone of us knows someone who is deceitful.  Deceit is defined as: misrepresentation, deception, falseness.  To deceive someone means to intentionally mislead.  Of course it includes lying but one doesn’t have to lie to be deceitful.  Deceit can be achieved by failing to disclose a pertinent fact such that someone is misled.  It can be couching a situation in terms meant to cast one in a favorable light though the hearer is, in fact, shadowed from the whole truth.  We may reveal only those facts which cut in our favor so that we intentionally mislead another.  Deceit may even be achieved through our word selection.  Perhaps the whole truth is that we are going to meet someone after work for a beer but we say we are going to a meeting out of the office in order to mislead someone.

No doubt you can think of other ways we can intentionally mislead others and yet allow our conscience the freedom of having not lied.  Well, I don’t think Jesus is going to buy into that one.  There are two points here.  First, we are cutting our lives in half.  Not good!  Second, many times, perhaps most times, people see through our misrepresentations eventually.  Then the trust and respect they have for us is damaged.  Surely this isn’t what we want for our lives.

Part of the problem is that there actually is a social acceptance of lying.  I have heard many people talk about lying to the IRS as though it is okay.  There seems to be a general consensus that it is okay to lie if it furthers a reasonable purpose.  Case in fact – there is a television commercial running right now for an intriguing new product.  The product is called the Ring video doorbell.  It is really a great idea.  The idea is that one can view, from their smart phone, whoever is at the front door.  In the ad, a woman answers the doorbell while sitting at what appears to be a sidewalk café.  She tells the person at the door that she is bathing the kids.  Wow!  That is a blatant lie.  She is not even home.  You see, the people who put together that ad seem to think that it is okay to lie.  What is even more disarming to me is that a lie was not necessary.  The woman could have simply said, “I am sorry, I am busy right now, or I am not able to come to the door right now.”  She didn’t have to lie in order to guard her security.  This ad isn’t unique.  It simply represents social acceptance of misrepresenting the facts.

We almost act, these days, as if people don’t deserve the truth.  Well, maybe they do and maybe they don’t.  I was raised that truth has its own value and I am glad I was.  It makes life easier now.  The real key here is that you deserve the truth.  Your life and health deserve truth coming out of your mouth.  Remember the principle of sowing and reaping.  What do you think the harvest is of lying seed?  God hears every word we utter and He knows all truth so He knows when we lie.  That is deterrent enough for many.  Cutting our life span in half might also be a pretty good constraint.  Honor the truth.

2201. Monday, February 15, 2016

Psalm 107: 6

Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He delivered them out of their distresses.

I love this passage of scripture.  Talk about good news.  It is pretty simply, theologically.  When we call on the Lord, He rescues us.  It is just that simple.  Okay, there are two caveats.  First, you have to believe it.  There is nothing in this realm or the spiritual realm that is going to work for you without belief.  You know this to be true.  If you think you are dumb, your internal self is going to do everything to prove you right.  If you believe you can do a thing, then you can.  We have heard this in worldly circles since we were children.  This principle is immortalized in the story of the little train that thought he could.  So, that is principle one.  If you think God will hearken to your voice when you call, then you are right.

Here is my second caveat though.  You need to know how you best connect with God.  I pick up my Bible and it is like a big pop-up book.  God just pops up with whatever I need.  You need to know what works for you.  Here is a little self-test.  I think once you take this test you will see how your internal self operates.  So here it is - if you were stranded on an island and desperately needed to connect with the Lord, what method would you employ in seeking him?  Would you pray, take the bread and the cup, or commune over the Word?  This self-test will show you what you really think will connect you with God most easily.  Maybe meditating over a specific scripture that speaks to your heart (maybe even today’s scripture) is what will move you into communion.  Perhaps a song elevates your spirit.  Here is the key, though; the secret is in finding what moves you into communion with the Father.  He is already there waiting for you to connect.  You just need to find what works in your heart.  If you picture yourself in desperate need, stranded on an island with few to no resources, perhaps you will find what is nearest and dearest to your heart and what triggers that connection for you.

2202. Tuesday, February 16, 2016

Clean Hands

Psalm 18: 24

Therefore, the Lord has recompensed me according to my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in His eyes.

There are a few Old Testament prophets who have New Testament eyes and spirits.  David and Isaiah are chief among these.  David wrote most of the psalms and he wrote this one specifically.  As an interesting side note, many people barely consider the psalms as part of the Old Testament.  Many New Testament Bibles include the books of Psalms and Proverbs.  I have known people who would scarcely acknowledge that the Bible contained anything more than Matthew through Revelation but who would read the psalms.  The reason for this, at least in part, might be because David had such a big revelation of who God is.

Today’s passage screams New Testament dispensation to me.  It has Jesus’ blood all over it.  Hallelujah!  You see, the passage is a little frightening until you get to the last three words.  Then, all of a sudden, we are on shouting ground!  I get fired up over this because I do not want to be judged or compensated according to my righteousness.  That would end up worse than a lump of coal in my Christmas stocking.  I am all too happy, though, to receive of God through the filters of His eyes.  Yahoo!  He recompenses us according to the how He sees us, according to the glory which covers us through Jesus.  Come on, that is worth a shout, an Amen or something.

Give God praise.  Give Him glory.  He has laid aside a reward for you based on Jesus’ righteousness.  Glory to God!

2203. Wednesday, February 17, 2016
Go With God

Psalm 37: 19

They will not be ashamed in the time of evil; and in the days of famine they will have abundance.

Now this verse you can take to the bank and I am not just making a pun.  Here is your promise that in the economic downturn you will be running to the bank to make deposits.  

Many of us watch the stock market and other economic indicators.  That’s fine.  It’s even kinda fun.  The key for Christians is don’t make those indicators your Bible.  They do not, in fact, indicate your economic prosperity.  Your indicators are in the verse above and others like it.  God wants to get out there first and tell you not to rely on Wall Street predictions.  He already has an economic plan for you and it is a plan for your well-being (Jeremiah 29: 11).

I have watched Christians work with God on economics.  I have seen some listen to whatever they heard on the morning economic news and invest their belief in what they heard.  I watched them fail.  I watched them go nearly into bankruptcy.  Yet others listened to the Word of God and even in the time of famine fared quite well.  Some people even grew financially during some of the worst financial times.  

I guess it all goes back to the little train who believed he could.  If you believe God, you will succeed according to God’s good promises.  If you don’t believe, God, if you believe what you hear on the television, then, well . . . good luck.  You either align your finances with God and reap along with Him or you align your finances with the world and go however the world goes.  Go with the guy who can bring you abundance even during a famine.  Go with God!

2204. Thursday, February 18, 2016

Busy, Busy Bee

Psalm 46: 10

Cease striving and know that I am God.  

Well, I’ve done it again.  I’ve allowed myself to get busy.  Now to some of you that might sound good.  Well, I do like to be busy and to have a lot on my plate.  I like having a lot going on.  But here is the thing, sometimes I get out of balance and get so busy that in the end I find myself not very effective, certainly not efficient.  Always I look around and find that I am trying to do everything in my own strength again.  Then, as now, I have to stop and put the pieces back in place.  For me that means pulling out my calendar and scheduling my time.  It means analyzing my work time to determine what I am doing with my time and it almost always means I have to clean up my diet and workout schedule too.

In the United States these days we wear our busyness like a badge of honor.  Well, not me, not any longer anyway.  In my life, “busyness” invariably means I have stopped living in grace in favor of living in effort.  In fact, being “busy” has become a bit of a profanity to me because our Father has already corrected me in this and loudly.  When I find I am beginning to feel the stress of too much to do and not enough time, then I know it is time for a checkup.  You see, it always means that I have stopped leaning on Jesus, the Father and the Holy Spirit to be the work horses in my life and have put all of that heavy load back onto my shoulders.  

What did I find this time?  My devotional life is nowhere as strong as it was, my Bible time is weak, prayer time limited, my workouts have fallen to almost nothing and my diet stinks.  I have more and more to do so I am drawing further and further into myself instead of reaching out to the source of all strength, power and helpfulness.  I am no longer yoked with Jesus.  Heck, I am not even including Him in the emails.  What?!  I am working hard at getting little done.  So, I repent – turn and go in a different direction.

I have personally experienced and also witnessed in others that we can actually get more done when we first connect with God.  So instead of going straight to my computer, I must first go to my Bible.   Time with the trinity must supersede work if I wish to be as effective as possible.  Jesus really will do the heavy lifting if I will let him.  Let’s make “busy” a bad word by devoting our hearts first and foremost to our Lord and savior.  Let’s put the entirety of our lives in his loving hands, even our work, even our busyness.  When we begin to tell people that we are busy, when we begin to think it and when we first begin to feel the stress of too much to do and not enough time, let us run, not walk, to the throne room of God and lay down our heavy burdens in humble repentance.  Let’s turn our busyness into worship instead of it being a source of pride.  Let’s get more done in less time while spending all of that time with the Lord.  Now that sounds good, doesn’t it?

2205. Friday, February 19, 2016

Daily Declaration

Psalm 67: 19

Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our burden, the God who is our salvation [Selah].

What is salvation?  So many times we have a narrow perspective on salvation.  We often limit its scope to being saved from hell.  Of course, that is one of the inclusions of the word salvation but these Old Testament writers had a much more complete understanding of salvation.

The word salvation, according to Strong’s, means “something saved, deliverance; hence aid, victory,  prosperity; - health, help, welfare.”  Therefore, God is our daily deliverance, aid, help, victory, prosperity, health and welfare.  Does that put a different perspective on today’s verse?  

The word “Selah” means to stop, pause and consider.  We are supposed to stop here like this verse is a crescendo and ponder its meaning.  When we do we notice that this little 15 word sentence is loaded with power and good news.  One of the takeaways is that God bears our burdens.  Another is that God is our salvation.  We also see that it is possible for us to bless the Lord.  There is at least one more though.  That is that this burden shifting salvation occurs on a daily basis.  There may be a revelation in there.  It is not enough that I gave Jesus my heavy burdens yesterday.  I must meet Him again this morning and pronounce his lordship over my life today.  That is like fireworks going off in the sky above me.  

Every day we proclaim that Jesus is our Lord.  from that reality easily flows the daily laying down of our burdens.  It becomes almost automatic to give him our worries, deadlines and cares when we begin with a daily declaration of his lordship over our lives.

I hope this revelation sets you free in at least one aspect of your life.  Proclaiming his lordship over our lives daily unleashes his power in our day.  It gives his angels assignments for our benefit.  Maybe this gives the understanding and motivation for getting up five minutes early so that we can speak with Jesus and declare him as Lord today.
2206. Monday, February 22, 2016

Life

from 8/19/09

John 10: 10
I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly.  I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

John 3: 16 tells us why the Father sent His son into the earth.  It was because of his love for us and so that, by that love, we might be saved and inherit life.  Here Jesus tells us in his own words what his motivation and purpose were in coming to earth.  He came into the earth to lay down his life for ours so that we might have abundant life, life overflowing.  What is that motivation then?  It is love, of course.  Jesus so loves us that he willingly and knowingly laid down his life for us.  He knew when he began his ministry how it would end.  He knew that he was destined for Calvary and he chose that path because he so loves us.  The Romans did not kill him.  The Jews did not kill him.  He laid down his life for us.  

Knowing and understanding this should not put you under condemnation though.  Do not feel guilty or unworthy of the sacrifice.  That is to make the sacrifice less than it is.  No rather we should express our deep and overflowing love and gratitude to he who first loved us.  Just let the love of Christ fill your heart to overflowing and then as it does, let it overflow in your adoration and appreciation of him.

2207. Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Decreed

Job 22: 28

You will also decree a thing and it will be established for you; and light will shine on your ways.

In a previous devotional we unveiled that there are spiritual laws influencing us and the world around us just as there are physical laws.  The first of these spiritual laws is the law of sowing and reaping.  It says, “As you sow, so shall you reap.”  Upon this law all the others depend.

Today’s verse is on Spiritual Law number two – you will have what you say.  People chaff against this and even though most of us, in our hearts, know it is true we still resist its truth.  I am not sure why we do this unless it is just that we do not want to be responsible for our results or do not want to be responsible for our words.  None the less, the reality of our lives five years from now is being constructed by the words we speak today.  

This verse from the book of Job is an application verse of Spiritual Law 2.  Once we know the second law, we can use it in order to establish that which we need and want.  You can proactively speak and proclaim and it will be established for you.  Must I say that you must believe this passage in order for it to work for you?  Any time you spout any sort of unbelief, or try to get God’s laws to work for you mechanically rather than spiritually, you will fail.  Speaking unbelief undermines everything faith attempts to accomplish.  Mechanically spitting out some formula for Biblical success is anything but Biblical.  We are called believers and everything we do is to be according to faith and belief.  If, however, you believe what you say, then it shall be done for you.

So, here is the real crux of today’s selected verse.  Every day we should arise and begin declaring.  Recently, I wrote to you about proclaiming Jesus as Lord every single day.  We have the promises of God.  There is a whole book of them, which I endeavor to ship to your inbox one by one.  We can take those promises and speak them over our lives every day.  We should declare by the grace of God and name of Jesus that we are the beloved and the redeemed of God.  You are today an heir to the Kingdom of God and all that it encompasses.  I proclaim in Jesus’ name that you are forgiven, sanctified, holy, precious, and glorified.  Now, you start proclaiming these things over your life.  Decree that your children are saved and serving God.  You don’t have to declare it in their faces.  You can articulate all your decrees in the shower.  Whatever you decree in the name of Jesus, believing, will be established for you.

One last note, if you declare that you are getting old and your body is falling apart, get ready to spend your time in the doctor’s office.  If you say you are crazy or losing your mind, you are right.  Let this revelation penetrate to the very core of your being – WHATEVER YOU SAY, YOU WILL HAVE.  Now start making glorious decrees!

2208. Wednesday, February 24, 2016
Standing in a Storm

Matthew 7: 24 – 27
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock.  And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock.  And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand.  And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it fell, and great was its fall.”

Jesus spoke these words.  He says that anyone who hears his words and acts on them is like a wise man.  The rain, floods and wind represent the storms of life.  Those people who hear and act on Jesus’ words will be able to withstand the storms of life.  Those who do not listen to and act on Jesus’ words get battered and destroyed by every storm that blows.  Do you want to be able to stand in the roughest of times?  Then you must commit yourself to the Word of God.  God’s wisdom is contained in these pages and through your relationship with him, he reveals the deep truths contained therein.  Is there anyone foolish enough to say that he/she does not want God’s wisdom?  There probably is though it is very difficult to understand.  Obviously, he is without wisdom if he would say such a foolish thing.  Therefore, since most of us do want the wisdom of God, let us dedicate ourselves to reading his word.  This need not be tiresome.  Get a version that is more readable than the King James if it helps you.  Go to any Christian store and read the same passage in several different translations.  There are plenty out there these days that are not written in Elizabethan English.  There is also the One Year Bible if you are ready to commit to reading the entire Bible.  It also comes in a couple of translations.  Do yourself a favor; start reading a little each day and let the Lord of Hosts bring life and wisdom to you.

2209. Thursday, February 25, 2016

Deep Water

Matthew 14: 29

And He said, “Come!”  And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.

What is it that makes this story so captivating?  Verse 30 reads, “But seeing the wind, he became afraid and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”  We understand, don’t we, that Peter is in over his head?  He is in the deep water.  That is what makes this story interesting.  What happens if Peter is in three feet of water?  There is no impact, no meaning.

I believe this is a precise metaphor for life.  All the important work of life is done out there where you are in over your head.  This is a focus area of this ministry.  In fact, I have thought about naming the Word of the Day the Deep Water Devotional.  Why?  There are ministries whose purpose is more centralized on evangelism.  Their mission is to take the saving word of the gospel to non-Christians and help those people take the first step in becoming a disciple of Christ.  Ivey Ministries is a second step ministry.  Our focus is to take those folks and people who have been Christians for a long time and lead them into deeper water. 

We want to give people what they need in order to grow in the Lord.  I, personally, want to encourage and aid people in going deeper.  Many of us have spent some portion of our Christian lives as little more than pew sitters.  Or like me, you may have called yourself a Christian, believed Christian doctrine and believed in Christ but those beliefs didn’t affect you on a daily basis.  I have been a Christian as long as I can remember.  My grandmothers taught me about Christ when I was a toddler, for which I am extremely grateful, by the way.  Nonetheless, while those beliefs were always important to me, I didn’t always live daily in the deep water.  Jesus couldn’t call me to come out to the deep even because I wasn’t listening well.  In San Diego, though, I ran up on some folks that challenged me to go deeper and I will ever be grateful to them.  Now, I am most happy when I am way out in the deep water.  I like to be in over my head.  And really, isn’t this the only way to live?  When I am in the deep water I have to keep my eyes on Jesus otherwise I will sink.  If I am in the shallows then what do I really need Jesus for?  Besides, I have found that life is soooo much better in the deep.  There is more of everything out here, including grace, blessing, revelation, glory, etc.

So, my unadulterated, unequivocal purpose in sending you these Word of the Day devotionals is to coax you a little further into the deep.  I know there is a cost to you.  I too have to pay a cost.  There is the minister that sends me looong partner letters, the occasional long sermon which we all have to sit through, and there is the occasional long Word of the Day which costs us both time.  

I want to let you know that we timed the longest Word of the Day thus far and found that most people read it in less than five minutes.  Now, sometimes you may feel that you don’t have five minutes.  I get that but perhaps you should read the Word of the Day on busyness.  Do what is important first and you will find yourself better equipped to do the rest.  Second, that is only 25 minutes a week if all of them take five minutes to read.  When I break it down like this for myself, I find that I decide I can do it.

I have a passion for this and I want to share this deep passion with you.  I am revealing to you what the Father is showing me.  We are in our last days if not THE last days and we just need more of Jesus.  Look around you.  Christians are falling on their faces all over.  The times are challenging.  We can’t skate by on a small dose of Jesus.  These are deep-water times.  So, jump in!  The water is fine.  Moreover, Jesus is here to take your hand.

2210. Friday, February 26, 2016

Running Mates

John 15: 13 – 15

Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.  You are My friends, if you do what I command you.  No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.

Yesterday I wrote to you about being a deep-water devotee.  There are few pleasures in this earth that satisfy like finding a deep-water running mate.  I once felt so alone, like few people wanted to dedicate their lives and our conversation to the pursuit of Jesus, our Christ.  I am here to say today that I am blessed.  I have friends, people who want to run in the fast lane of Christian quest.  

I believe Jesus shows us a model for friendship in this passage.  First of all, he calls us into friendship with him.  Wow, just wow!  Then he shows us the dedication he gives to friendship; that he was willing to lay down his life for his friends, i.e. you and me.  However, I see another key factor in this friendship equation.  Jesus said, “You are My friends if you do what I command you.”  I am not suggesting that a friend should be obedient to you.  I do recognize, though, that we must be of like mind and spirit.  In other words, Jesus points out to us that our way should be his way.  We should run his path.  We cannot really be friends with someone who is running a different path than we are.  Sometimes that is sad.  Every now and again you lose someone along the way.  I grieve those losses but there is joy in the morning when you find a true running mate.  When you find someone who is willing to delve into the deep things of Christ with you, who will respect your opinions and questions and call you in even deeper, then it truly is like finding a gold mine.

I dedicate this Word of the Day to my Deep Water friends.  You know who you are and I appreciate you.  I also wish to extend an invitation to others who wish to jump in the deep water.  There is plenty of room in the ocean for you.  Come on in, the water is fine and your new friends await you.

2211. Monday, February 29, 2016

Do You Love Me

John 15: 17

This I command you, that you love one another.


If you knew me would you still love me?  My definition of a friend is “someone who knows you and still likes you”.  Sometimes we become acquainted with someone but then when we find a blemish on their armor or find that they have needs as well as strengths, we abandon that friendship.

One of our problems is that we make judgments about people based on these perceived faults.  Well, when you began becoming friends with them, did you think they were perfect?  There has only been one perfect.  So discovering that a person is flawed really shouldn’t be such a big surprise.

Our response to these pronounced judgments is to hide away our true selves.  Hence my question, “If you knew the real me, would you still love me?”  Well, I know how Jesus answers that question and it is probably why we love him so much.  He sees us for who we truly are complete with all of our emotional baggage, scars and our faults and yet loves us anyway.  In fact, he knew all of my short comings before he went to the cross and seeing my damage chose to go to the cross anyway.  Now that is a friend indeed.

Now Jesus directs us.  He has said, “Do not judge” (Matthew 7: 1).  Instead, he commands us to love one another.  I don’t see an easy way around these two imperatives.  Do you?  We are very good at determining what is good and what is bad but remember, that is the fruit of the tree we were never supposed to eat from (see Genesis 3: 2 – 4).  Eating the fruit of that tree is what yielded the curse and it is still producing misfortune and torment in our lives today.

We do not need to agree with each other’s politics or even religious views but we do have to accept one another.  We have not been appointed to determine who is good and who is bad, who gets into heaven and who does not.  Our job is but to love.  Period, end of story.  Now, if we could really get a revelation of that, we would transform the world.

2212. Tuesday, March 1, 2016

Whiteboard

Ephesians 4: 22 – 24

You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.

Dr. Jim Richards of Impact Ministries (www.impactministries.com) has a break-through program called Heart Physics.  It is a powerful tool for moving forward in life, breaking through those things which have held you down and just generally improving the quality of life.  One of the strategies that Dr. Richards teaches is to put off the stuff which is binding you and to put on the freedom which Jesus purchased for you.  

As Dr. Richards leads us through the put off and put on I often imagine myself wearing a robe like would have been worn in Jesus’ time.  I see myself taking off my old robe and putting on a brand new one.  You can get creative with your mind picture.  Perhaps you see your old robe as beige to brown; maybe you notice the signs of wear, dirt and even some stains.  As you begin to don your new robe, the one Jesus went and bought for you, you might see him taking it out of a box and holding it up for review.  It is pristine white and even shines.  Watch as he holds it for you to slip into.  Together you wrap your body in that beautiful robe which almost looks as though it is made from white, white light.

We can change our old garment for a new one.  We can exchange old images and beliefs for new ones.  Heart Physics is a methodology whereby we can actually write truth on our own hearts.  Most of us have been fed lies at some time or have believed something untrue about ourselves.  In fact, much of what we once believed about ourselves has been eradicated by Jesus’ ministry.  Therefore, one of the most powerful aspects of Heart Physics is that you can go onto your own heart’s website and erase what is there and rewrite the story.  Here is a visualization I use for that process.  

Tabula Rasa is a Latin term which goes back to a Roman tablet which could be used for writing, erased and written upon again.  You will see that it is understandable that Tabula Rasa is rendered “blank slate” in English. It is a philosophical term which has strong implications in Western Society but we can also use it as a spiritual device.  I imagine my heart as a large whiteboard; perhaps it is 4’ X 6’.  This is my tabula rasa.  I watch myself approach the whiteboard which is covered with writing in many different colors. Then I watch as I pick up the eraser and erase everything that is there.  I am left with a completely white board, a completely clean writing surface upon which I can inscribe whatever I want.

What would you write on the tablet of your heart if you had the chance?  Would you draw a picture, write your name in different colors, or even post pictures of yourself as you choose to see you?  Well, it is your board, do as you wish.  Here are a few thoughts though.  Get into your heart zone first.  If you don’t know how to do this go to Impact Ministries’ website and discover Heart Physics.  When you do see yourself standing before a completely white board, write truth.  Write upon that board, which is your heart, what Jesus says about you.  See yourself through the Father’s eyes and post that picture.  Then under that picture write: redeemed, beloved, saved, restored, glorified, justified, cleansed, healed, renewed, full of grace, and so on.  Go back every day and look at the truth about you.  Keep adding to your board.  Put up a second board if you need more writing room.  Tape up a picture of Jesus and you together.  Add fabric, color, whatever you want.  Maybe you can see Jesus writing on it.  Make it real, make it yours.  Anytime anyone’s opinion or image of you, other than Jesus’, appears on your board, erase it.  Oh how fun that may be.  Have fun.  Be creative.  You are your own tabula rasa and you own all the crayons.  Write your story!

2213. Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Life in the Shallows

Matthew 13: 5 – 6

NIV

Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.

Last week I wrote to you about venturing out into the deep water.  This was a metaphor I used to encourage you into a deeper life with Christ.  I said that the reason why it is important to encourage believers into the deep water is because so many are suffering and failing.  This passage shows this truth dynamically.

Today’s verse selection is from Jesus’ parable of the sower.  Jesus said this is the foundational parable.  It shows us the impact of the seed on various  types of soil.  The seed is the Word of God; the soil is our hearts.  We have the opportunity to prepare our soil ourselves.  The condition of our soil determines how successful the seed will be.  If we have no value for the Word of God, we are like seed which was sown along the path.  It does not take root (v. 4).  If we are shallow, if we don’t launch out into the deep things with God or place a high value on the things of God, then we experience lack and loss.  Today’s verse reveals that we wither and die.

I wish this was all metaphorical but I see these truths manifested in real life every day.  Do you see that shallow Christians are living in more peril than those who are going deeper?  In the parable above, because the soil was shallow, the plant had no root.  When plants or trees have shallow roots, then they are more easily toppled in the storms.  This is what Jesus was trying to teach us about life.  if we live a shallow faith, we won’t have strong roots either.  When the storms of life hit, we are easily felled.  

Jesus said, “Whoever has ears, let them hear” (v. 9).  There is a reason why I and other ministers are beckoning believers to come in deeper.  There is safety, security, success and peace in the deeper water and much more besides.  Shallow Christians are in a better place than non-believers but the more immersed we are in the Word and in God, the better our lives will be.  We want your life to be anointed and blessed; we want to see you protected from the storms.  It is not for ourselves that we call to you.  It is for your sake.  

As a final thought consider this – when a hurricane or other strong storm threatens, large ships head out to sea, out to the deep water, rather than remaining in the harbor.  They are safer in deep water than they are at shore.  Mmm . . . there may be something there.  He who has ears, hear.

2214. Thursday, March 3, 2016

Inspiration vs. Perspiration

John 14: 10

Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me?  The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.

This is a great word for ministers but truly Jesus modeled life for us all.  He is our example.  Therefore, we can take inspiration from this message from the Lord.

One day, when I was a bit over-taxed with duties and responsibilities, it occurred to me that I could work through inspiration or perspiration.  Well of course, I was working hard.  I was sweating the deadlines, burdens and responsibilities.  I was in my strength instead of Jesus’.  You see, he has created a model by which we work, accomplish, rest, serve him and honor him all at the same time.  When we yield our heavy burdens to the Lord, allowing him to carry the load, he is honored.  We have also preached the word by our very actions because we have communicated a reproducible model.  People can appreciate that we accomplish through Jesus’ labor and wisdom and perhaps recognize that since they have the same access to Jesus as do we, that they can do the same thing.  

Whatsmore, we are only doing what Jesus did.  We model him.  Jesus said he did nothing of his own initiative (John 8: 28).  God was the one performing the works.  He supplied Jesus with the words to speak.  The Father directed Jesus steps.  He navigated him to the town or village which was right for the time.  Imagine how much easier our lives would be if we could learn to follow God’s voice within us the way Jesus did.

You know, there is an easy way and a hard way to do everything.  Where possible, let’s do things the easy way.  I choose to live by inspiration rather than perspiration.  How about you?

2215. Friday, March 4, 2016

Who’s Your Daddy?

John 8: 44

You are of you father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him.

Putting aside for the moment all of Jesus’ vitriolic comments about lying, let’s look at an interesting little phrase in this passage.  Jesus calls the devil a murderer and says that he has been a murderer since the beginning.  Okay, so Jesus, who did the devil murder?  Can you think of one instance, especially early on where the devil murdered anyone?  I wish to suggest that Jesus was referring to the Garden of Eden.

In Genesis 2:16 - 17 God said, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die.”  Enter in the devil.  I am sure he was able to hear what God said plotted a way to get to God’s people.  Fast forward to Genesis 3: 4; “And the serpent said to the woman, ‘You surely shall not die!  For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  Now, how much of what the devil said was a lie?  Look back at today’s verse.  What did Jesus say about Satan?  He said he is a liar.  We have taken some of Satan’s words to be true.  Eating from the tree would not make then like God, nor would it give them the complete knowledge of good and evil.  How do I know?  Look around you.  Do you think humanity has always known right from wrong, good from evil?  The real point of the story, though, is that God said that eating from the tree would cause death.  Then the devil came along and twisted it and lied.  He said, “You surely won’t die.”  Wait a moment!  God just said they would die.  The devil lied to Eve and she believed him.

Jesus, thousands of years after this event, doesn’t just call Satan a liar for what he did to Eve and Adam.  He also calls him a murderer because of the deception he created.  Whatsmore, he says of the Jews who were attacking him that they are just like their father, the devil, and effectively calls them liars and murderers too.  

Recall that this is a passage on lying.  It is intriguing that in a discussion about truth, Jesus goes all the way back to the first lie.  He doesn’t stop there though.  He holds the devil responsible for the murder or Adam and Eve, and in fact, of all humanity.  Then he convicts the Jews that were plotting against him, pronouncing them as liars and murderers.  Further, their lying ways makes them, in Jesus’ eyes, sons of Satan.  That is pretty steep.  Jesus had tolerance for all sorts of people but he showed none for liars.  

2216. Monday, March 7, 2016

Servant Master

from 8/21/09

Mark 10: 43 – 45
But it is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.  

Christianity is unlike any other religion.  Really it is not a religion at all but rather a relationship with our Lord and God.  While we do worship Him, Jesus came to earth not to be served but rather to serve.  No other religious figures laid down their lives in order to redeem us.  This is the good news of the gospel; that through the shed blood of Jesus, we have been redeemed and reconciled to the Father.  Jesus is the greatest servant of all.  By becoming least among men, he became the greatest.  He came to serve our need.  He came to save us.  He gave even his life because of his love for us and for the Father.  It was through his deep love that he became the servant of all.  Now we serve the Father, not of requirement, but out of appreciation, gratitude and love for Him.  We happily serve him as dear children though, not as slaves.  We humble ourselves before others because he first loved us.  The irony is, we humbly serve others not because we are servants nor have been made slaves but rather because Jesus set us free.  He freely served us of his own volition.  Now we have been set free from all the bondages that held us captive including those of ego and self-promotion.  Because we are learning who we are in Christ we have been set free from having to prove something to ourselves or others in this realm.  We have been redeemed from the curse and the only debt we own is to love one another.

2217. Tuesday, March 8, 2016
God of Peace

from 8/24/09

Psalm 23: 2
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside quiet waters.

Our God is a God of peace, not chaos.  He does not lead you into places that are full of bedlam and stress.  He leads you into quiet places.  He causes you to lie down in green fields; fields which are well watered and with plenty of grass or sustenance.  When he leads you, he leads you beside the quiet waters not the raging mayhem the world dishes out.  He wants to lead you into a tranquil, quiet place so that he can refresh you and talk with you.  You won’t be able to hear him in the pandemonium of the world because it is just too loud and busy.  He is leading you into that still quiet spot where the two of you can be alone together.  Believe me, it is easier for you to get a much needed drink of water at the quiet waters than from the raging torrent.  Find your quiet peaceful place with him and let him fill you back up.

2218. Wednesday, March 9, 2016

Sending
from 8/25/09 as edited

Romans 10: 13 – 15
For “Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.”  How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed?  And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach unless they are sent?

Some folks rightfully ask how people in lands that have not received the Word of God will get to heaven.  First, our God is a loving God and He will (and has) made provision for every person on the earth to hear the Word of God so that they may spend eternity with Him in heaven.  Secondly, this passage teaches the primary way God reaches those people.  Through you and me he sends preachers into all the earth to spread the good news of Jesus Christ and Him crucified and resurrected.  But where there are those who are sent, there are those who do the sending.  Not all of us are called to go to far off lands to preach the gospel.  Some of us live in very prosperous nations and we get to stay home and use our great wealth to send those who do have that call on their lives.  Then when all the peoples HEAR about the goodness, faithfulness and love of our Father, they will have the same opportunity to call upon His name and be saved.  Then they can get to know Him as Father.  Before you know it, they might be sending more people to preach the good news of Jesus Christ.

2219. Thursday, March 10, 2016
     Serenade for the King

from 8/26/16

Psalm 14: 6
I will sing to the Lord, because He has dealt bountifully with me.

Sometimes we really do not slow down enough to take account of all the Lord has done for us.  When the world is swirling around you, it can be very difficult to notice all of the kindness your Father has shown on you.  When you really do take account of your life and all that you have, you will see His fingerprints on many things.  You will see many blessings and many times He has protected you.  You weren’t just lucky, you were blessed.  When you really stop and take notice of Him in your life, you will find plenty to sing about.  You will find plenty to praise Him over.  That praise and thanksgiving brings you closer to the Father and you will find more and more to praise Him over.

2220. Friday, March 11, 2016
Provisioned

from 8/28/09

Mark 6: 7 – 11
And he summoned the twelve and began to send them out in pairs; and He was giving them authority over the unclean spirits; and He instructed them that they should take nothing for their journey, except a mere staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belt; but to wear sandals; and He added “Do not put on two tunics.”  And He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave town.

Jesus sent out his disciples to preach the gospel.  He sent them out without worldly goods yet with all they would need in order to fulfill their commission.  Apparently, they had means, i.e. gold, silver, etc., otherwise he would not have instructed them to leave those things behind.  Jesus provisioned them with the might and power of God.  I notice that they still wore their money belts though.  Did he expect that they would acquire money along the way?  

Jesus was teaching them a very important lesson while he was still here on the earth to help them if they failed.  He was teaching them that the Lord, our God, would provide for them.  When God calls you to a task, it is His responsibility to provision you.  It is his job to care for all your needs.  They were sent to preach the Word of God and minister to the needs of the people in the name of the Lord.   That was the sum total of their responsibility.  Whatever God calls you to do, put your eyes on that and take them off of your worldly needs.  Learn to trust him for your daily needs and spend your energy going about the task He has set you.

2221. Tuesday, March 15, 2016
Heart & Mouth
Index Card 1

Psalm 19: 14

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

I am beginning a new series today.  So many times, I recommend that you take really meaningful verses and write them out on 3 X 5 index cards then put them in plain sight so that you can review them frequently.  Well, it may please you to know that I take my own advice.  Today’s verse is the first in a series of Ivey’s index cards.  I hope you enjoy seeing which verses I have recorded in my scripture deck of cards.

This verse is first and foremost in my mind and, in my stack of cards, because my failures so often come out of my mouth.  In truth, it is what is in our hearts which bubbles up and out of our mouths (Matthew 12: 34) and often in the most inconvenient of times.  So, this verse reminds me to check the content of my heart and set a guard over my mouth (Psalm 141: 3).

2222. Wednesday, March 16, 2016

Byways and Highways
Index Card 2

Psalm 25: 4 – 5

Make me know thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths.  Lead me in thy truth and teach me.

Well, I figure if I can know God’s ways, walk in His paths; if He leads me in truth and teaches me, then I will pretty much have it made.  Whenever I don’t know what to do; whenever I am overwhelmed with the enormity of a assignment, or a too long task list, I fall back on this verse.

The Bible gives us all of these rich verses and they are to me like taking a magic tonic.  Whatever my situation, there is always a Bible pill I can take and I immediately feel better.  There is a verse for every woe, every worry and every ailment.  When we endeavor to know God’s ways, allowing Him to lead us and teach us, then we always have what we need for the occasion.  Our cup is filled and overflowing because He leads us to the land overflowing with milk and honey.

2223. Thursday, March 17, 2016
Wants Fulfilled
Index Card 3

Psalm 34: 10 



But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing.

Jesus said he came to earth to bring us abundant life (John 10: 10).  That implies, doesn’t it, that he wants to fill our lives with good things?  So, these two verses (and many others) work together.  Jesus wants to pour good things into our lives so he had his prophet teach us to seek him.  Didn’t Jesus say it himself during his days on the earth?  “Seek and you shall find” (Matthew 7: 8).

In him is everything pertaining to life (2 Peter 1: 3).  Now, if I told you that I had a million dollars for you, you would seek me out, wouldn’t you?  Essentially that is our position with Christ.  He has it all, he wants to give it to you, and you just need to go see him to get everything you want, everything you need.  You shall not be in want of any good thing.  That’s simple, isn’t it?

2224. Friday, March 18, 2016
Reverential Awe
Index Card 4
Psalm 25: 12

Who is the man who fears the Lord?  He will instruct him in the way he should choose.

First, let us remind ourselves that the kind of fear written of in this passage is more akin to reverence.  It is reverential fear.  I personally think of it as awestruck wonder and veneration.   For those who revere the Lord, who admire and respect Him, there is a multitude of blessing.  Among the myriad blessings is that God will instruct you and lead you.  

Understand, though, that God is not withholding any blessing now.  His desire is always to help you to choose wisely and to lead you according to His ways.  The only reason He does not do so more often is because of our attitudes.  He cannot advise a person who does not turn to Him asking for His advice.  We fail to seek Him and to seek His advice.  

Look, you are not going to ask advice of someone you don’t respect and God is not going to force His wisdom down your throat.  He wishes to instruct you.  He longs to lead you.  Turn to him with a reverential attitude seeking wisdom and guidance and you shall receive.

2225. Monday, March 21, 2016
Strong Guards

Index Card 5

Psalm 141: 3

Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips.

Well, here we are again, back to my mouth.  Remember, this series is from my own set of index cards.  These are the verses I have transferred to cards so that I can post them in front of my eyes continually.  

If I can lasso the words of my mouth, then my entire walk is easier, “For, ‘The one who desires life, to love and see good days, must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit’”  (1 Peter 3: 10).  The truth is, though, “no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison” (James 3: 8).  So, I failed time after time, and I still fail today if I don’t keep God’s guard over my mouth.  

This is a good reminder for me today.  I should pray daily for God’s help with my mouth.  O Lord, send a big angel to guard my mouth and keep watch over my lips. 

2226. Tuesday, March 22, 2016
Never Forsaken
Index Card 6
Hebrews 13: 5 – 6

He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,” so that we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What will man do to me?”

This verse speaks about confidence and I find myself thinking, “Yes, this is the kind of confidence I need.”  I want to be unafraid.  I want to abound in radical trust in the Lord.  Life will certainly take on a different flavor when we trust the Lord that extensively.  We will answer His call on our lives.  We will believe we can do what he says we can do because he is our helper.  We are not alone.  He will not abandon us.

I used to often feel lonely.  Now I almost never do.  I have grown in my awareness of God with me, Jesus in me and the Holy Spirit leading me.  I certainly am not in the full radical trust in the Lord Jesus that I would like to live but I have learned that he is always with us and thus, we never have to feel alone or lonely.  His word is good and it is true.  He will never leave us nor forsake us.  You will never be abandoned or left to fend on your own.  Amen.

2227. Wednesday, March 23, 2016

No Weariness Here

Index Card 7

Isaiah 40: 28

(paraphrase)

I do not faint or grow weary, or tired.

This is a good word that most of us need to hear weekly if not daily.  Our strength really isn’t in our bones and muscle.  It is in our interconnectedness with the Lord.  When I am in Him, I am strong.  When I rely on my own strength I get run down and bone tired.  That makes me think that if I am complaining about being tired, that is probably a good indication that I am relying on my strength rather than the Lord’s.  

The slogan for Ivey Ministries is Intertwined with Jesus.  The image in my mind is of an Ivy vine being inexorably intertwined with Jesus so that you cannot separate the two.  The Lord, our God, showed me this while pondering Isaiah 40: 31 which reads, “Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with winds like eagles, they will run and not get tired, the will walk and not become weary.  The word “wait” in that passage means to become intertwined with.  The fruit of becoming intertwined with Jesus is much more expansive that in this context alone but here is our promise of physical strength and vitality.  You know, when Moses was one hundred and twenty years old the scripture says of him, “his eye was not dim, nor his vigor abated” (Deuteronomy 34: 7).  

There is one other thing I would like to point out about this passage.  If you look it up you will find that I have paraphrased it rather than quoting it.  Remember, I am taking these from my index cards.  So, what I have done here is make this personal.  This is a personal promise from God to me.  Father never grows weary, tired or faints and since we are inextricably intertwined, I don’t either.  No weariness here!

2228. Thursday, March 24, 2016

Opened Ears

Index Card 8

Isaiah 50: 5

The Lord God has opened my ear.

There is no prayer I have prayed more than, “Lord, let me hear you.”  I was desperate to hear the Lord.  I listened to ministers talking about what God told them and it really annoyed me.  I couldn’t hear God speaking.  So, when I found this verse I held on to it like a drowning person would cling to a life ring.  This is my promise.  I knew that anything God would do for Isaiah, He had to do for Ivey because “God shows no partiality” (Galatians 2: 6).  

I actually chased God 2500 miles one year because I was sick and tired of not hearing His voice.  If anyone else was hearing Him speak then I was going to hear Him too.  I declared to God that I was going to get Him and by God, I did, or more accurately He got me.  I heard Him, I saw the Holy Spirit, I had a prophetic dream, I had words of wisdom and words of knowledge all over the place.  Now if I struggle at all in hearing God’s voice, I know I can hold this verse up to our beloved and He will open my ear again.

2229. Friday, March 25, 2016
Silenced Songs
Index Card 9

Psalm 27: 6
NIV

I will sing and make music to the Lord.

This one is a little personal to me but certainly you can adapt it to your situation.  The reason this verse is so important to me is that although I love to sing, I am embarrassed by my voice, so I tend to keep it to myself.  It is quite deep and I rarely let anyone hear my true voice.  Because I was embarrassed by my voice I said no to my pastor when she asked me to join the praise team.  I have regretted that for 30 years now.  I hate singing rounds because my voice stands out so much.  This is my promise to the Lord that I will not reject His invitations anymore.  I will sing and praise Him and let the chips fall where they may, even in public.

Now in truth, I have a decent voice, well, at least I can carry a tune.  There are folks who don’t sing to the Lord because they don’t like their voices or think they can’t sing well.  I at least sing to the Lord when I have the house to myself and Dad likes it.  Sometimes He will even ask me to sing to Him.  With a chuckle I comply.  Some folks, though, won’t even sing when they are alone because they think their voice so bad.  I have learned that God loves your voice.  Do you know that even if you can’t carry a tune in a bucket it still sounds beautiful to the Lord?  I don’t know how it works, maybe it undergoes a metamorphosis as the sound waves travel through heaven, but it sounds good when it reaches His ear.  And brother, if you are singing praise from right out of your heart then even Pavarotti doesn’t sound any better than you.  You have the ability to bless God’s heart so sing and make music to the Lord.

2230. Monday, March 28, 2016

Restored

Index Card 10

Jeremiah 30: 17

For I will restore you to health and I will heal you of your wounds.

This is one of my favorite healing verses because it speaks of wounds.  That one word expands healing in my mind.  Healing is not limited to disease and sickness.  God will even heal our wounds and injuries.  That is an important distinction for me.

When I was young I played sports and I suffered some injuries.  Those injuries have plagued me throughout my life.  Imagine my delight to find out that God is able and willing to heal injuries and wounds as well as diseases, but then I guess in reality an injury causes a great deal of dis-ease if we think of the word in its most literal terms.

So, if you have old injuries or wounds, realize that God provided for your healing thousands of years ago.  We don’t have to carry these injuries the rest of our lives.  Isn’t that great news!

2231. Tuesday, March 29, 2016
Lordly Duties

Index Card 11

Exodus 15: 26
NIV

I am the Lord that heals you.

There is something about the tone of this verse which blesses me.  It is almost as if God is saying that healing is in His job description, like healing us is part of what it means to be Lord.  

One of the key points I take from the last two days’ verses is that they are both from the Old Testament.  Do you know that old saying, “The more things change, the more they stay the same?”  It seems the same can be said of scripture.  Many of us think of healing as a New Testament theology but it is not.  God was into healing long before Jesus’ amazing healing ministry.  We know that God is not one to change (Hebrews 13: 8).  Therefore, we can have confidence that He wants to heal us today.  The God of the Old Testament was a Lord who heals.  Jesus healed multitudes of people; therefore, they will heal us today.  I love good news, don’t you?

2232. Wednesday, March 30, 2016

No Need
Index Card 12

Philippians 4: 19

And my God shall supply all your needs according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

This is a familiar passage of scripture and you likely here it quoted frequently.  It was written by the Apostle Paul.  There is a caveat to this scripture before you begin using it freely though.  Paul wrote it to the Philippians saying to them that God would meet their needs because they had met Paul’s needs.  So, this powerful promise is specifically for those who are meeting the needs of the clergy.  Don’t be discouraged.  Be a sower.  Avail yourself of the might of this passage.  And, if you already are a consistent giver to the church, then celebrate.  Paul speaks blessing over you.

There is more and  I wish for you to receive the fullness of Paul’s message.  Let’s read Philippians 4: 18, “But I have received everything in full, and have an abundance; I am amply supplied.”  I really see two sides of this coin.  First, Paul declares that his needs are abundantly met.  Therefore, the church has clearly done a good job of looking after him.  Secondly, I read this passage with the view that when I look to the needs of the church and specifically its ministers then God meets my need so that I receive everything in full, abundantly, and fully supplied.

This is an insight into God’s economics.  When you sow, you reap.  When you take care of the needs of the church, God takes care of your needs.  Paul wanted the church he established in Philippi to be filled.  He was thrilled to declare blessing over them.  Every minister wants her flock to overflow with blessing and Paul was overjoyed knowing that through the generosity of the Philippians not only were his needs taken care of but also the blessing was going to flow back and flood them.  Yahoo!

2233. Thursday, March 31, 2016

Fruity

Index Card 13

Galatians 5: 22 – 23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

What a nice and gentle reminder this is about the fruit our lives are to express.  Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to come live within us.  When the Holy Spirit moved in, he brought his furniture and his grocery basket.  He is the fruit vendor of our lives if and when we yield to him.  You see, we cannot produce this kind of fruit by our own strength and will power.  We need help.  Jesus said, “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me” (John 15: 4).  

Jesus said that we were to be fruit inspectors (Matthew7: 16).  This is what he was talking about.  We look for these characteristics flowing from others.  that is how we know they are safe for us.  We do not look at the calamity which has perhaps befallen their lives and make judgments about them from that.  This is not a basis for judging others but rather for discernment.  We are to follow after divine fruit.  Jesus said we would be able to know people by their fruit.  A good tree does not produce bad fruit and a bad tree does not produce good fruit.  We are to demonstrate love, joy, peace . . . and we should learn to recognize this fruit in others.
Why is this one of my index card verses?  I need this as a constant reminder of the fruit that should be exhibited in my life.  If it is not displayed, then I know I need to reconnect with the life of Jesus within me.

2234. Friday, April 1, 20116

Revealed and Healed

Index Card 14

Isaiah 53: 5

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities, the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.

Are you beginning to notice that I have a lot of verses on healing in my private collection?  I told you, there are these old injuries.  Frankly,  I am quite active despite the injuries but I really don’t think I would be able to be active if I was not receiving a revelation of “I am the Lord who heals you” (Exodus 15: 26).

Peter quotes this passage of scripture in the New Testament.  He says, “... by His wounds you were healed.”  So, I am trying to let the revelation that I WAS healed penetrate every cell and membrane in my body.  I don’t need to GET healed, I am healed.  Jesus was wounded so that I would be whole.  My healing was in the miracle he wrought for us in his scourging, the cross, the grave and his glorious resurrection.  He took those injuries, sicknesses and diseases to the cross and then buried them in the grave.  Then he arose, renewed and restored.  We now have that resurrection power working in our bones.  “By his wounds we are healed.”

2235. Monday, April 4, 2016
This Way(

Index Card 15

Isaiah 30: 21


And your ears will hear a word behind you, “This is the way, walk in it.”

Well, today is the last index card but it really is a good one and certainly one which I have relied on extensively.  This is a promise from God and you can hold Him to it.  First it means that we will hear God speak to us (See Word of the Day – Opened Ears, 3/24/16).  That is a great promise all by itself but let’s not stop there.  It also means that He will give me direction, He will guide me in the way I should go.  God has opened our ears and is using the communication lines between us to show us the way (read all the puns into that you want).  His voice guides us daily.  If at any time we do not hear Him leading us then we have only to stop and recall this verse.  Then we set our intention back to hearing His voice and there He is, still on the line talking.

Jesus promised us that the Holy Spirit would be our guide (John 16: 13).  He also revealed that the Holy Spirit would take whatever He hears and disclose it to us and believe it, the Holy Spirit keeps pretty good company.  So, we really have it made.  God the Father has promised to speak a word in our ears and Jesus commissioned the Holy Spirit to speak to us and guide us.  Now we know the way.

2236. Tuesday, April 5, 2016
Peek-a-boo

Isaiah 52: 6

Therefore My people shall know My name; therefore in that day I am the one who is speaking, “Here I am.”

It is cool to be God.  He gets to identify how He will be known and He says to you and to me I want you to know me as “Here I am.”  Oh, how great is that?  Come on, let that sink down into the pit of your stomach and see how that feels.  That is exciting, isn’t it?

God said, “Hey, I am a God who is near, not far off” (paraphrase Jeremiah 23: 23).  He wants to be the God of “Here”; here I am.  In other words, His place in the cosmos is not sitting on some far off planet where He uses the moon of that planet as His footstool.  He is the God of when you call, there I am.  That is God’s self-identity.  Many folks would define a true friend in that same language.  A friend is someone who is always “there” when you need them.  God wants us to call Him.

This also reminds me of playing Peek-a-boo with children.  Every time the child moves their hands or we do, there we are.  Think about how little children giggle every time they see you.  We can be those little children who are comforted and cheered every time we look to the Father because He is always answering, “Here I am.”

You never again have to wonder where God is.  He is there where you are.  He is the playwright  He wrote His role as your always present companion.  You know, He is known as the great “I Am”.   Now you know one important aspect of what that means –“Here I AM.”  I am with you. 

God can choose any role for Himself He wants and He chose to be your “Here I am.”  That is pretty amazing.  What a beautiful choice, what a beautiful concept and what a precious scripture.  All that God is He brings to you.  Glory to God!
2237. Wednesday, April 6, 2016
Redeemed, Restored & Renewed
from 8/31/09

Galatians 3: 13 – 14
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us – for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree” – in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles.

This is a message of the cross that we do not hear often and yet it is so profound that we should be shouting it from the housetops.  This is a huge statement.  While we were yet under the curse, God provided a way, the way, to redeem us from that curse.  Jesus Christ, our beloved, went to the cross not to bear the burden of the curse but rather he became a curse so that we could be freed from the curse, from sin and from death.  Jesus went to the cross so that we could be redeemed from the curse of the law and thereby be reconciled to God and into the blessing of Abraham.  

This passage encourages further study for it demands an answer to the question, “What is the blessing of Abraham?”  It also answers many questions and some very large ones at that.  We know, beyond doubt, that we are to live lives of blessing being no longer under the curse.  We are heirs of all of the promises God made to Abraham.  We know what the Christian life is to look like and it is not one of sickness, disease and poverty.  Those are in the curse.  It is not a life on anguish and torture.  We are delivered from the curse of the law, from the power of darkness, into the kingdom of his dear son.

Additional text: Deuteronomy 28: 1-14

2238. Thursday, April 7, 2016

Walking
John 5: 30

I can do nothing of my own initiative.

If Jesus could do nothing of his own initiative, what makes me think I can do anything of my own initiative.  I am trying to get a big revelation of this verse and what Jesus was conveying to us.  In verse 19 of this same chapter Jesus said that he could do nothing of Himself, only what he saw the Father doing.  As I pondered these couple of verses the story of Jesus walking on the water came to mind.  I am trying to understand what happened as Jesus approached the water.

Jesus earlier sent his disciples on ahead of him in the boat to the other side of the Sea of Galilee.   As Jesus prepared to follow them I presume he walked down to the water’s edge.  Did he look for a boat for hire or one to borrow and there were none available?  What happened next?  If Jesus only did the things he saw his father do then he must have had some sort of revelation from God; a vision, a memory, about walking as a viable means of transport across bodies of water.  Did He see in his spirit God walking before him on the water and so just launched out following the father?  Did God show Jesus an image in his mind’s eye of Jesus walking on the water with God the Father?

I just don’t know but we know that Jesus did nothing of his own initiative.  Therefore, God initiated Jesus’ stroll on the sea of Galilea.  We also know that Jesus could do only those things which he saw His father do so God had to have, in some way, demonstrated walking on water.  I am guessing that God didn’t sit down on the edge of the lake with Jesus and explain the physics  of water molecule cohesion to him.  He didn’t give him a course on water walking, I don’t believe.  No, it seems to me that perhaps Jesus had to receive the concept by faith.  

Jesus didn’t explain the physics to Peter either.  Peter saw Jesus and emulated him.  Paul told his disciples, “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.”  That is our essential model.  Jesus is only doing what he witnesses his Father doing so we are to imitate Jesus as he imitates the Father.

Stop striving, stop trying, stop planning all your moves.  Put your eyes on Jesus and just walk.

2239. Friday, April 8, 2016

Where you lead . . . 

Exodus 40: 34 – 38

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.  And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.  And throughout all their journeys whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the sons of Israel would set out; but if the cloud was not taken up, the they did not set out until the day when it was taken up.  For throughout all their journeys, the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel.

There is so much which could be said about this passage but my favorite part is that the Israelites did nothing unless the Lord went before them.  This reminds me of Jesus in John 5: 19 where he was quoted as saying, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.”  Do you see the correlation between today’s verse and Jesus’ admission in John?  No one is moving until God moves, then they follow His lead.  One would speculate that this is the model our lives are to follow.

Another thing which screams out from this passage is that God rested on the tabernacle day and night.  Wow!  To get the revelation of that you have to acknowledge what the New Testament tabernacle is.  In case you don’t know, it is you!  There is nothing, other than your belief, which is preventing you from the glory of God resting on you day and night.  Honestly, this is what the new dispensation is about.  The glory of the Lord has come and it makes its abode with you.

This passage’s meaning or inspiration is pretty simple; follow God, let Him lead you, wait for Him to move before you pack up your tent.  If you will make it a point to watch and wait for His spirit to lead you, you will abide in the glory of the Lord.  How great is that?
2240. Monday, April 11, 2016

Judgment

Isaiah 43: 25
I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins.

There is so much confusion about judgment but what you need to know is that you have already been redeemed.  Yes, we were guilty in our sins and didn’t love God but even when we didn’t love Him, He sent His only begotten son to die for us and Jesus took our guilt upon himself.  He became our sin so that our sin was nailed upon that tree and our sin went to the grave and Praise God, we are now free.

This is hard for man to understand because this is not the way we think but remember Isaiah 55: 8 where God says, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways.”  We keep wanting to put ourselves under judgment but God says, “I don’t remember your sins.”  When God looks at you, He sees that the blood of the beloved has washed you clean.  He doesn’t see sin.  He sees Jesus.  As hard as it is to understand, God doesn’t judge.  

And there will not be a great day where you will be judged because you have already been redeemed.  God isn’t going to resurrect all of your old sin and judge it.  He already did and pinned it on Jesus and on the cross.  Does it sound outlandish when I say, “God doesn’t judge?”  Consider John 5: 22, “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son.”  That quote from Jesus establishes two things: God isn’t judging and all judgment has been given to Jesus.

But hold on a moment before you throw yourself at the foot of the judgment seat again.  Jesus has something to say about this, “For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.  He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” (John 3: 17 & 18).  Come on!!  Let’s get a revelation of this!  We are not slated for judgment.  The blood speaks for us.  Glory to God I am saved!
Listen.  I am not saying that the world is not judged.  I am telling you that you have been saved by the grace of God, saved from judgment.  Hallelujah!  You don’t have to face the judgment seat of terror.  You are going to see your Dad.  “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life”  (John 5: 24).  It really is this simple.  You have been set free from the curse of sin, death and the grave.  You are free.  You are loved.  Glory!
2241. Tuesday, April 12, 2016

Rewarder


Hebrews 11: 6

He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

People are so worried about God being a judge but the truth is that He is a rewarder.  It is a perverted generation that calls God a harsh judge, a critical appraiser.  He is the lover of our souls.  If was for this reason that he sent Jesus here to die, because he loves us.  John 3: 16 tells us so plainly that God sent Jesus so that we would be saved.  What kind of logic extrapolates from this that He saved us just to subject us to harsh judgment.  He already knew what He was getting when He sent Jesus.  Had He not watched the decrepit nature and acts of humanity before he sent Jesus?  

It was precisely because God saw and knew how lost we were that He sent Jesus here to be our savior.  Now He is able to just love us.  God has always loved us, even when we were unlovely.  He wants to pour out that love on us and He can because Jesus removed the sin that stood between us.  God is the giver of good gifts.  He is like a grandparent, He just gives us good things because He loves us.  We don’t have to earn them.  His love is all it takes to make us worthy.  

When Jesus comes back in all his glory he is bringing rewards, he is bringing prizes.  “For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done” Matthew 16: 27 (NIV).  The judgment is that the light came into the world and people rejected the light (John 3: 19), but not you.  You love the light and have made him the Lord of your life and now he has rewards for you.  When he comes, he is bringing you presents.
Isn’t that just like a grandparent too?  Grandma doesn’t ask if you’ve been good before she buys you that prize.  And we know it too!  We just run up to our grandparents and ask, “What did you bring me?”  It never crossed our minds to ask ourselves if we were worthy?  

God is a rewarder and Jesus is bringing presents when he comes.  They both just want to bless you, not judge you.  Go crawl into Dad’s lap and receive His blessings.
2242. Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Accuser

Revelation 12: 10

Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down.

Who is the accuser of the brethren?   It is he who has been thrown down.  It’s Satan, right?  God is not the accuser of the brethren.  We have already seen that He is the rewarder of the brethren.  God is not judging us.  He sent salvation and the salvation and power that He sent threw down the accuser.  “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8: 1).  Christ, our savior, has rescued us from judgment and condemnation.  That is why our Father does not want us judging and/or condemning each other.  He does not want tattle-tales.

Jesus said, “Judge not lest you be judged” (Matthew 7: 1).  Well, that sentence could just as easily end with “Judge not.”  Satan is the accuser of the brethren.  Jesus is the savior of the brethren.  He has restored us in His glory and majesty.  That is why he hates to hear us judging and criticizing each other.  He know are weaknesses.  That is why we needed a savior but despite are faults we are the beloved.

If God isn’t judging us, and we saw that to be true in Monday’s Word of the Day (John 5: 22) and Jesus isn’t judging us (John 3: 17) then where do we get the goofy idea that we are allowed to judge anyone?  In doing so we are doing the devil’s work because he is the accuser.  This is really huge.  Since God and Jesus have foregone their legal right to judge, condemn and sentence us then anyone who does judge is usurping their authority.  This is exactly why you see verses in the Bible against gossip, backbiting and strife.  We are playing with the devil’s toys when we engage in those acts.

Whatsmore, judging others invites calamity upon ourselves.  That is one of the big reasons Jesus doesn’t want us to judge.  Remember he said, “Judge not lest you be judged.”  Look at Luke 6: 37, “And do not judge and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.”  The degree to which we accuse our brethren and judge them, that is the amount of judgment seed we sow and hence by that measure we will receive judgment.  It isn’t that God is judging us.  We have already seen that is not the case.  No, it is that we will just reap judgment and condemnation from the people around us.  If you think people are judging you, it might be because you have been judgmental.  Jesus wants to save you from yourself.

Whatever you have thought about criticism, accusation, judgment and condemnation in the past should now be tempered by what you know from the Word.  God has not called us as judges but rather as believers.  He has not asked us to tattle on our sisters and brothers.  He is explicitly saying to us that this is an area which is forbidden to us.  Satan stands accused for this very thing.  He is the one who holds our sin up before the Father but God has condemned him for his acts.  

Free yourself from Judgment.  It is too heavy a load to bear.
2243. Thursday, April 14, 2016

Enough is Enough

Titus 3: 4 – 5

But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.

Brother this is the good news of the gospel.  We were not saved on the basis of our deeds, our righteousness or our worthiness.  God’s sweet mercy saved us.  God sent His own Spirit to wash us clean.  The Holy Spirit has regenerated and renewed you.  What is so interesting about this is that he did this for you before you were ever born.  That is why no amount of future sin can steal your salvation.  Only you can give away your sanctification.  Jesus has already paid for the sin that you commit tomorrow or next Tuesday.  He has already paid for the sin of the person who is right now unborn, even unconceived.  No one has to earn this salvation and no one could.  We know that intellectually but we sometimes stumble over our day to day application of it.

It was God’s kindness and His love for humanity that saved us.  Some people who have already been saved run around trying to be worthy of that great and awesome gift.  Stop!  There is nothing any of us can do to merit all that the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit have done for us.  This is simply an expression of our guilty conscious.  Why are we trying to earn what they have already given us for free?  We should want to be a blessing to God’s kids because of the happiness which overflows as result of all God has done for us.  None of that, however, will ever make us worthy of the great sacrifice God and Jesus made for us.  So, we just need to get used to the idea that despite our unworthiness, our Father loves us and He sent His beloved to save us.  That was enough for Him and should be enough for us.
2244. Friday, April 15, 2016


Power and Might

Daniel 11: 32
And by smooth words he will turn to godlessness those who act wickedly toward the covenant, but the people who know God will display strength and take action.

God is not raising up a generation of weaklings.  He has called us in strength and in the glory of his dear son.  There will come those who will lead the weak spirited away.  He will trick them by the eloquence of his speech but those who know the Word of God will recognize the lies.  

Jesus was tried by the tempter (See Matthew 4: 1 – 11).  He tried to trick Jesus too but Jesus knew the Word.  He could not be led astray.  He defeated the devil’s scheme’s then and ever since.  We learn from Daniel that because we are called according to Jesus’ victory, we too can display strength and we can take action.

Do not be fooled by those who come to you in smoothness of speech.  Check their fruit.  Are they demonstrating Galatians 5: 22 fruit?  If not, step away.  You are not required to be friends with everyone; you are only required to love them.  Secondly, prepare yourself now for the trickster.  We already know he is waiting like a prowling lion, just looking for someone he can devour (1 Peter 5: 8).  Feed on the Word daily so that you will recognize truth from the lie and can protect yourself and your family.  Adam and Eve didn’t abide in the Word and they were deceived.  Look where that brought us all.

Be strong in the might of the Lord and in the power of His Word.
2245. Monday, April 18, 2016

Blessed Feet

Isaiah 52: 7

NIV
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 
Not only are the feet of those who bring the good news beautiful, they are also blessed.  Blessed are the feet of those who bring good news.  And of course they are because they deliver a blessing and we know that what a person sows, he also reaps.

This is the evangelistic model.  We don’t have to be smart; you don’t have to know the whole Bible or be an eloquent speaker in order to help people receive their salvation.  Just tell folks the good news.  What has Christ’s victory meant in your life?  Are you excited and happy about what he has done for you?  Evangelism is as simple as telling others all of the good things in your life since you found Jesus.  

When you come carrying the good news of Christ you bring life and hope into otherwise desperate situations.  No doubt that is beautiful to those who hear.  You don’t have to be a preacher, just let your light shine and get your feet blessed.

2246. Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Gospel of Good News

Mark 16: 15

And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”
Glory to God, the message of God, the message of the cross is good news.  Did you know that “gospel” means good news?  In fact, many Bibles translate this passage with the use of the words “good news” instead of “gospel.”   One example is the Common English Bible which reads, “Go into the whole world and proclaim the good news to every creature”.  The story of Christ, his coming and his ultimate victory is good news indeed.  Think about this also, what are the first four books of the New Testament called?  The gospels, right?  They are the good news about Jesus, the Messiah.

I have a great exercise for you and I think it will change some passages for you and maybe even the context of the New Testament.  Go to your Bible, if it has a concordance, or a search engine like www.Biblegateway.com  and search the gospels in the New American Standard for the word gospel.  It produces 20 verses.  Then read that list substituting the word “gospel” with the words “good news.”  I believe you are going to feel good after you do this little exercise.
Here is the point I really wish to make though.  People talk about a vindictive God.  I hear them saying how God took their loved one, caused some bad thing to happen or other doom and gloom pronouncement.   I think not.  If He is such a vindictive and harsh God then why is His news good news?  We have good news to take to people.  When humanity was in its fallen state from its own actions, God sent a savior.  This good news savior came to rescue us from the pit and restore our earthly and eternal lives to ones of glory and joy.  That is good news brother.

I wrote in yesterday’s Word of the Day on Isaiah 52: 7 that beautiful and blessed are the feet of those who bring good news.  I also posited that this idea is the perfect evangelistic model.  Read today’s verse again.  Jesus did not tell us to go into all the world and tell people that they are sinners and that they are doomed to hell.  He said to tell them that a savior has come.  I saw a car in my hometown which was plastered with damnation messages and it grieved my heart.  Really?  Is that the love of God on display?  Is that the love that put Jesus on the cross for us when we were full of sin and rebellion?  Is that the message that saved you?  How do we read John 3: 16 and manage to miss out on the word “love?”  “For God so loved the world . . . .”

Go into all the world or, everywhere you go, tell the good news of Jesus, our Christ and our beloved.  Give away the joy of the Lord.  He is not damning people to hell, He is saving them.  Glory to God!
2247. Wednesday April 20, 2016

No Shame

Romans 1: 16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

Paul was definitely a good evangelist.  He did share the good news everywhere he went.  I wonder why lots of us don’t tell the good news any more than we do.  I think in a sense we are ashamed.  Perhaps we are not ashamed of the gospel per se but we are embarrassed or ashamed of sounding like a Jesus freak.  Maybe were are afraid of rejection.  Paul certainly wasn’t, though, and life could be pretty dangerous for his exhortation of the gospel.

Paul had a revelation of the power of the gospel.  Maybe that is what made him so bold and me so timid.  Or do we get so caught up in the busyness of our life that we don’t take a moment to be concerned over anyone else.  Looming on my horizon is my next twenty to do items and the three big projects sitting on my desk.  What will happen in eternity if I get none of that done?  I mean, how important are they really?  Are my deadlines arbitrary?  Does any of it matter that much?  When I think of this in light of the eternity of someone’s soul I feel a bit embarrassed.  Is it really too much for me to take five minutes to ask my banker if he knows the saving power of the gospel?
You know, I heard a good story the other day about  a woman who took the time to notice someone else and when she did she saw that other person suffering.  She offered to pray for the woman who’s countenance was forlorn.  You know what?  Her bravery afforded her the opportunity to meet someone’s need.  But I am too busy.  Maybe I walked right by that same woman and never even looked at her. 

Lord God, give us all the courage of our convictions.  Give us joy bubbling up out of us that begs to be shared.  Help us to be like Paul and see not the consequences to ourselves but the  significance to others.  Help us to share the power of the gospel with those who are in need.
2248. Thursday, April 21, 2016
Glass half  ________

Romans 8: 29

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.
So, is your glass half-empty or half full?  I find there are two very distinct classes of Christians.  There are those who are fully cognizant of their faults and shortcomings and those whose eyes behold who they are in Christ.  

Half-empty glass Christians are very focused on their failures and even their sins.  Half-full glass Christians, while aware of their imperfection, choose to focus on the one who is perfect.  Can we one day be all too aware of our faults and the next be fully persuaded about Christ’s victory in our life?  Sure but I find that people tend to reside in one philosophy or the other.

I want to encourage you to see who you are in Christ and abandon the glass half-empty approach to Christianity.  The glass half-empty people constantly look at their mistakes, their faults and their weaknesses.  “Let the weak say, “I am strong!” (Joel 3: 10 Amplified).  There are two problems with the theology of constantly looking at our weakness.  First, it is not Biblical.  Though we know we are weak, though we know we are flawed we are supposed to declare, “I am strong” because our strength is in our Lord. 

The other flaw in this approach is that it is self-centered instead of being Christ centered.  We are supposed to have our eyes on him, not on ourselves.  We have to get us off of our minds and put our thoughts on Jesus and the glory of what he has done for us.  The scripture says that we are the righteousness of God in Jesus (2 Corinthians 5: 21).  Why are we calling ourselves wretched and sinful when God calls us His righteousness?

Sometimes this theology even goes so far as to harp on our sins and sinful natures.  Well, isn’t that why God sent a savior?  We were lost with no power to save ourselves but when Jesus went to the cross he took our sins with them and nailed them to that tree.  Jesus took the sin of the world and crucified it.  Of course that doesn’t mean that we never fail but it does mean that we have been redeemed from the curse of sin, we have been restored to our right place with God and our sins have been washed by the blood.  If we are saved, and we surely confess that we are, then our sin debt has been paid.  We have been redeemed.  We are no longer sinners but rather saints.  To call ourselves sinners when Christ paid the price of our sin with his life is to throw his sacrifice in his face.  it is like saying, “Hey Jesus, your sacrifice wasn’t good enough to clean me.  I am a special kind of sinner.”

I know some adopt this posture as a form of humility but in truth, it is a false humility because it is obsession with our image of ourselves.  True humility is to take our eyes off of ourselves and put them on our Lord and savior.  Our thoughts and words should echo scripture and his great victory which we won for us.  

You are the precious, redeemed, restored, sanctified, righteous child of the most high.  Let your mouth talk about what Jesus has done instead of what you have done and you will find that your glass isn’t half full.  It’s overflowing.

2249. Friday, April 22, 2016

Whiteboard Version 2.0

Psalm 51: 10

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

In the March 1, 2016 Word of the Day I wrote about our hearts being like a whiteboard that we can erase and write upon as we wish.  If there are bad messages there, we can erase them.  Then we can write the truth upon our hearts.  I have an updated version of that image which I would like to share with you today.

While in the mountains, I had some quiet meditations.  Once, ss I looked in my heart and thought about the whiteboard I saw God approach it and pick up a marker.  “Well, this is pretty curious,” I thought and just settled in to watch what was going to happen.  Father began to write on my board (my heart).  Can you guess what the first thing He wrote was and in what color?  You guessed right!  He is always about love first and of course, it was written in red.  I sat there and watched Him write the things He says about me.

Later it dawned on me what a powerful revelation this truly is.  We can allow the Father to write on the whiteboard of our hearts.  He always writes truth and encouragement.  If we allow Him to write on our hearts, we will always be strengthened.  So, get into a quiet state of mind, close your eyes and picture yourself in a comfortable, overstuffed armchair.  See Dad walk up to the whiteboard and pick up a marker.  Later make sure that you record all that he wrote and remind yourself of those statements frequently.  In this way, you can have the heart and the beliefs about yourself that God has, He can create in you the perfect heart.

2250. Monday, April 25, 2016

Reboot Your Mainframe

Mark 6: 31

And He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a lonely place and rest a while.”

I am sure you have noticed that every once in a while your computer needs to be rebooted.  Sometimes I use my laptop for several days without turning it off.  I just put it to sleep and wake it up when it is time for it to work again.  I am not letting it really shut down.  Eventually it will complain and start failing in its tasks.  So, I have to reboot it.  I have to let it completely reset itself.

We need the same thing, a complete reboot.  Many of us allow ourselves a little sleep but few hours of deep rest.  We are like our laptops.  We close the our eyes like we close the laptop and sleep but we never really turn all of the machinery off and allow ourselves a deep rest.  Jesus knew this was neither healthy nor ultimately productive.

One would think that if you worked with Jesus that there would be a great impetus to work day and night.  Wouldn’t that have become even more pressing as the apostles learned that their time with Jesus was limited.  More importantly, wouldn’t you expect Jesus to work day and night knowing that his time was short?  There was so much to be done and such a short amount of time to accomplish it all.  Why stop to rest?  People are going to hell in a hand basket.  Surely, of all the jobs any of us have Jesus’ was the most important ever.  With all that weighing on their shoulders Jesus took himself and his apostles away to a quiet and lonely place to get some deep rest.  They didn’t just go somewhere and take a power nap and then go right back to work, they actually “went away in the boat to a lonely place by themselves” (v. 32).

We need to do the same thing.  None of us has a job that is so important that we shouldn’t take some time away.  We need that away time to reset and refresh.  It is so hard to hear God even speaking to us when we are busy and harried.  When you slow down a bit you find music and poetry and God’s thoughts rising up out of your spirit.  There has to be time when you “shut down” everything and just commune with God in your spirit.  God actually does want you to take a vacation but He does not want you to turn it into another busyness ritual.  Slow down and be still.  Just sit in the lounge chair and listen to the birds.  You are going to be surprised how much Dad has to say to you and you will get the refreshing you need.  Shut down your own system.  Reboot your hardware and your software.  You are going to feel better and even work much better.

2251. Tuesday, April 26, 2016

Feeble or Able?

Deuteronomy 34: 7

Although Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died, his eye was not dim, nor his vigor abated.

So, if Moses’ vigor was not abated, of what did he die?  We have gotten this nutty idea that the cycle of life ends with getting old, getting sick and dying of that sickness.  That is an incredibly skewed view of life.  Moses died of having run out of years.  God had already told mankind that He was limiting their life span, “Then the Lord said, ‘My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years’” (Genesis 3: 3).  God told Moses his time was at hand and for him to make arrangements for his succession.  So, at one hundred and twenty years of age, Moses simply transitioned to the next phase of his life.  He left his mortal body and moved to heaven.  He wasn’t sick, He wasn’t diseased.  He was just done.  He had finished his race.

This is the revelation we all need for our own health.  We weren’t designed to get old, get sick and die.  We were meant to live out the number of our years fulfilling our destiny just like Moses did.  Then we simply change addresses.  We lay down this body and move to eternity with Jesus.

There is just one more question which plagues me, if Moses could live to 120 in the Old Testament, before Jesus, what should our life spans be?

2252. Wednesday, April 27, 2016

Vigorous 

Psalm 105: 37

King James

He brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among their tribes.
We saw from Deuteronomy 34: 7 yesterday that Moses died at age one hundred and twenty but that he was not feeble when he died.  Today’s verse is about when God led His people out of Egypt.  There were several million people in that great exodus but not one of them was feeble.  Isn’t that amazing?  There had to be people of all ages in that group yet every one of them was able to walk without stumbling.

Yesterday I wrote that we do not have to get old and feeble but let’s now look at a broader picture.  Moses was eighty years old when he led the Israelites out of Egypt.  He was strong and full of vigor.  All of the people of Israel, regardless of their age were able bodied.  They packed up their entire households and marched out into the desert.  Honestly, how many of us today could walk in the desert day after day?

Here is the good news though, the power that gave their bodies strength is just as available to us as it was to them.  In fact, we have a greater mediator and intercessor than they did because we have Jesus.  Jesus has conquered death, hell and the grave but guess what, that is not all.  He has conquered infirmity.  Hallelujah!  You’ve got to get this idea deep down into your bones.  Let it sink in deep.  When you do, you will find that it gives life to your body.  You have a promise and a heritage of strong, able and vigorous strength for every sinew, bone and cell of your body.  Focus your mind and attention on the truth.  Every day remind yourself that none of the Lord’s people are weak or feeble.  The more it sinks in, the more invigorated you will be.  Tell yourself the truth, and the truth really will set you free.
2253. Thursday, April 28, 2016

Peace, Sweet Peace

John 20: 21

Jesus therefore said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”

Jesus appeared to his disciples after his crucifixion and ascension.  First of all, how cool is that?  I would like to have been there.  Today’s verse comes from one of those visits.  When he first appeared to them he said, “Peace be with you” (v. 19) and showed them the holes in his hands.  The scripture says that then the disciples rejoiced. Well, I guess so.  So then he said again, “Peace be with you” before he launched into what he wanted to say to them.  

One of Jesus’ many missions in coming to earth was to bring us peace.  He is called the Prince of Peace because that is one of his anointings.  Jesus spoke the same kind of message to his disciples as he was preparing them for his departure.  He told them, “I go away and I will come to you … I go to the Father” (John 14: 28).  He told them that his time was at an end but before he revealed the end he said to them, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you” (John 14: 27).  

You see, Jesus is always, and I do mean always, sending us his peace.  This is important to know because there is always peace where Jesus is.  If you are entering a business deal and there is not peace, then you can bet Jesus isn’t in it.  If you say something and peace flies from you, then you might want to rephrase or apologize.   Even in decision making, you can follow peace and if you don’t have peace, wait until you do.  There may well be a third option that you aren’t considering.

Also, when you are in difficult times, pursue peace.  Let Jesus come in and minister peace to your heart.  He is the author and thus the source of peace.  If you are in trials or your heart is challenged then he is that peace that you need.  Seek him and find peace.

2254. Friday, April 29, 2016


Deep Pit

Proverb 8: 8
All the utterances of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing crooked or perverted in them.

King David wrote in Psalm 17: 3 that he purposed that his mouth would not transgress.  That is a noble goal.  Maybe setting that goal was enough for David to be able to accomplish it.  For others of us, though, some tools may come in handy.  Today’s verse is just such a tool and it might be a good one for one of those index cards.

The eighth proverb is a message from wisdom.  She is crying out in the streets trying to get our attention, trying to help us.  We are to seek wisdom, only a fool wouldn’t.  Well, when we seek and find wisdom we get all that she is and she tells us that her mouth only utters righteousness.  Surely, that is wisdom, speaking nothing but righteousness.  Now here is how you can use this verse as a tool for yourself even though it is wisdom speaking.  Because you seek wisdom you can make this same declaration.  If you have purposed in your heart that your mouth will not transgress then confess that all of the utterances of your mouth are righteous.  After a while your brain will catch on.  Then it will begin to regulate your mouth.  

Honestly, if you do not transgress with your mouth then you are a holy person indeed.  Our mouths are deep pits into which we fall.  Keep your mouth straight and you will find your paths straight too.  Let God’s power help you to cover over that deep pit and make a straight way for you.

2255. Monday, May 2, 2016

Destiny Thinking

Romans 8: 5

For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

So the question is, “What am I thinking about?”  Is this convicting or what?  I must admit that the greater part of my thoughts in a day are about things of the world rather than spiritual things.  I am thinking about my work, my family, my workout, my diet, leisure, and on and on.  What percentage of the day am I really considering my heavenly Father, big brother and the Spirit of God?  How often am I considering Dad’s goals and wishes?  In truth, the things of the Spirit and prayer are taking up a smaller portion of my day than the things of the flesh.  How, then, can I truly say that I am a spiritual person.  Those whose thoughts are predominantly of the world and the things of the flesh are those who are “according to the flesh”.    

I believe we are all called to be people of the Spirit.  That is why Jesus sent the Holy Spirit.  Before he left the earth he said that it was to our advantage that he leave so that he could send the Spirit (John 16: 7).  We are the New Testament temples because the Holy Spirit has come to make his abode in us.  We were destined to have our being in him.  Far too easily, though, the world comes to dominate our thoughts and everyday existence.  Perhaps today’s verse acts as a reminder of who we are in Christ Jesus, who we are in the redemptive power of the Lord Jesus.  However, we get to choose whether we will stand in the office preserved for us.  We get to decide whether we will live according to the flesh or according to the Spirit.  With that power comes responsibility.  That is always the rub with the allocation of power.  

Where we live our lives, whether in the flesh or in the Spirit begins, as it always must, with our thoughts.  That is why David prayed for God to make the meditation of his heart acceptable in God’s sight (Psalm 19: 14).  David realized that his heart and mind must hold onto the thoughts of God if he was to be successful.  Paul taught this same idea in Romans 12: 2, “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  If we are going to live our destinies, then we must marshal the power of our minds and direct it towards God.  We will have to intentionally seek direction and assistance in not only what we do but in what we think and think about.  As a man thinks, so is he (Proverb 23: 7).

I am convinced that if we will invest our thinking time and power on the things of God, we will do all things better, even the things that are worldly, like our jobs.  Our destinies are tied up in God’s thoughts.  Think on Him and his ways and fulfill your destiny!
2256. Tuesday, May 3, 2016

Romans 8: 15


Hey Dad!
For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba!  Father!”

Which part of this verse would you like to talk about; the part about the spirit of slavery or the Abba, Father part?  In fact, they are really the same.  We have been given the spirit of adoption; we have been adopted into the family of God.  No longer is He a deity only.  He is now Daddy, Papa.  He isn’t far removed to those who have received this spirit of adoption.  He is as close as your next breath.

This expression, “Abba, Father” is one of intimacy, familiarity and fellowship.  This isn’t the name or title you would call the priest.  This is what you would call your earthly father in the most special times, when you felt the closest to him.  When you reach this level of comfort and relationship with God, then you will find that the spirit of fear no longer reigns in your heart.  Then you will notice how many people really do live in some level of fear.  You will begin to stand out, at least to yourself, as very different because you just are not afraid.  You understand with the deepest part of your being that your Dad is not only the biggest guy on the block but also that He is watching out for you and will make things alright for you.  This confidence in not denial.  It can recognize danger and risk. It is also not foolhardy.  When, however, you know that your Dad is powerful and you know that He is looking after you, then you don’t have to fear.  It is simply a confidence born of trust and experience.

When a person is beset by fear, they truly are slaves.  Fear will take your life prisoner.  You will make decisions based on the part that fear plays in your life. Without even realizing it, fear begins to control aspects of your life.  If it is left unchecked, it will grow like a weed.  Soon you will discover that it has taken a deep root in your life and is so well entrenched that it is hard to remove.

My advice is to cry out to God, “Abba, Father” and let Him bring intimate, personal, familiarity into your life.  If He is always “God” to you and never “Dad”, then you will likely never gain the kind of confidence and trust that sets you free from oppression.  The New Covenant is all about Him moving into our lives and setting up house in our spirits.  He longs to be with us.  There is no longer separation unless we put it there.  You have been adopted into the household where there is complete comfort and peace.  You need be a slave to fear no longer.  Be freed by the love of the father. 

2257. Wednesday, May 4, 2016

The Blessing

from September 1, 2009

Deuteronomy 28: 2 – 14
2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you will obey the Lord your God.  

3 Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country.

4 Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground and the offspring of your beasts, the increase of your herd and the young of your flock.

5 Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

6 Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.

7 The Lord will cause your enemies who rise up against you to be defeated before you; they shall come out against you one way and shall flee before you seven ways.

8 The Lord will command the blessing upon you in your barns and in all that you put your hand to, and He will bless you in the land which the Lord your God gives you.

9 The Lord will establish you as a holy people to Himself, as He swore to you, if you will keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and walk in His ways.

10 So all the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the Lord; and they shall be afraid of you.

11 And the Lord will make you abound in prosperity, in the offspring of your body and in the produce of your ground in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers to give you.

12 The Lord will open for you His good storehouse, the heavens, to give rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow.

13 And the Lord shall make you the head and not the tail, and you only shall be above, and you shall not be underneath, if you will listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, which I charge you today, to observe them carefully,

14 And do not turn aside from any of the words which I command you today, to the right or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

You need to know the blessing.  This is your heritage and your birthright.  This represents part of your covenant rights with the Father.  These verses are what Jesus went to the cross to purchase for you.  This is the message of the cross.  We were lost.  We were estranged from our Father.  When we had no way back to the Father, Jesus became the way.  Father God wanted us in unity with Him.  He wanted us to be blessed.  He created all this earth in order to bless us, but we lost our way.  So, compelled by His deep love for us, He sent His only son that we all might be reconciled to Him.

We, the church, have become the downtrodden and abased.  But Jesus, our Lord, went to the cross in order to put us back in right standing with our Father.  He took on the curse and became the curse so that we could again walk in the righteousness with which God adorned us at the beginning of the age.  We must now reclaim that heritage and our rights and no longer be the oppressed but rather live as the kids of the King.  We must accept our rightful place and step into it.  You are the child of the Most High.  What more do you need?  You are a princess, a prince of the greatest kingdom ever to be.  Stand your ground as an heir to the promise and no longer see yourself as a slave nor let anyone convince you of your lowly station in life.  The King of all put His son on the cross so that you can stand in the blessing created for you.  Celebrate who you are in Him.

2258. Thursday, May 5, 2016

Testify!
from 9/2/09

Revelation 12: 11
And they overcame him (the devil) because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony.

Jesus told us that the devil comes “to steal, and kill, and destroy” (John 10: 10).  But we are over comers (1 John 2: 13) through him that came to bring us the victory.  “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith” (1 John 5:4).  You see, Jesus overcame the world.  He has done his part.  In John 16: 33 he told us to take courage for he has overcome the world.  And yet some of us are not walking in the full measure of Jesus’ victory.  Why?  How can that be?

It seems that we have a part in this victory as well.  While Jesus has overcome the devil and all of his minions through his blood we must include ourselves in that victory through the use of our testimony, or our confession, and our faith.  This means that our words have something to do with the measure of Jesus’ victory we will walk in.  Satan is overcome by Jesus’ shed blood and our confession.  Faith is believing God’s word, even in the face of contradictory evidence.  The expression of faith is the confession of our mouth.  What comes out of our mouths demonstrates exactly where our faith is.  Are you sick, going to get healed, getting healed or healed?  You see, those words indicate levels of faith.  There is no condemnation if you are not yet confessing the greater part of faith.  It just shows where you are currently.  Tomorrow you can be in a different place altogether.  Further, the more your confession matches the Word of God, the more of Jesus’ victory you will experience.  

We must all learn to order our words aright.  Every one of us must be vigilante regarding the words that proceed from our mouths.  Proverb 18: 21 says that death and life are in the power of the tongue.  We need to learn to wield that power to our benefit.  We will thereby overcome the devil and all of his machinations.

2259. Friday, May 6, 2016

Burn ‘em

from 9/3/09

Luke 9: 51 – 56
And it came about, when the days were approaching for His ascension, that He resolutely set His face to go to Jerusalem; and He sent messengers on ahead of Him.  And they went, and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make arrangements for Him.  And they did not receive Him, because He was journeying with His face toward Jerusalem.  And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”  But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know what kind of spirit you are of; for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.”  And they went on to another village.

James and John had a real zeal for the Lord.  They were offended that someone would reject their Lord and they were willing to do something about it.  They would have wiped out that whole town if Jesus would have allowed them.  But Jesus rebuked them.  He said you don’t get it guys.  I came to save people, not condemn and judge them.  

According to Bible Commentaries there were significant theological and cultural conflicts between Samaritans and Jews.  These differences showed themselves when Jesus’ disciples went into the Samaritan village to make arrangements for their stay there.  It is apparent that the arguments between these groups were of no small consequence to either group.  In the case of the Samaritans it was significant enough to deny Jesus and his group to stay in their village.  To James and John, that rejection was worthy of complete annihilation.

But Jesus apparently did not take exception with the Samaritans views or he would have never sought to stay in a Samaritan town.   He certainly did not accept James and John’s view of needful and justifiable action.  No, he rejected their reaction completely.  Why is this important?

We all are faced with the same opportunities today that James and John faced 2000 years ago.  While we are called to be zealous for the Lord and we applaud that zeal when we find it in others, we must have a care how we express our zeal.  One commentary said that James and John failed to see the behavior of the Samaritans in the light of the social and cultural fabric.  They did not recognize the national prejudices and bigotry at play (Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary on the Bible.).  The commentary goes on to say that the Samaritans were not rejecting God, the message or the messenger of God but that is all that James and John could see.  It might even be that it was something missing in James and John that caused their strong reaction, something broken in their hearts.  We must be careful that we don’t burn others because we do not understand them or their beliefs.  We should be careful that we do not condemn whole groups of peoples to hell because of our beliefs.  

Jesus rebuked those two disciples.  He said, “You do not know what kind of spirit you are of.”  What kind of spirit are they and all of us a part of?  It is the spirit of love which is why Jesus gave us the one commandment, that we should love one another as he himself has loved us.  Instead of criticizing and condemning others, we are truly to love them and pray for them.  And by pray for them I do not mean to pray for God to change them to agree with us or our doctrine.  For we might find, like James and John, that it is we who are wrong rather than they.  Furthermore, it just is not our job to judge others.  Jesus didn’t even judge and if Jesus didn’t then we certainly shouldn’t.  Our job is to love everyone right into heaven and then we can let our Father sort it all out.  

Don’t let your zeal for what you think is right cause you to violate the love commandment.  Don’t let your ideas condemn others else you might find that Jesus is not rebuking them but rather rebuking you.  Be zealous in love and invite all peoples into the Kingdom of God.

2260. Monday, May 9, 2016

The Architecture of Prayer
from 9/4/09

Psalm 13: 5
But I have trusted in Thy lovingkindness; my heart shall rejoice in Thy salvation.

This is a psalm of David described as a prayer for help in trouble.  This part of the psalm certainly does not sound like he is praying for help though.  The structure of this prayer is so insightful.  David begins with his woes but by verse three is makes his petition to the Lord.  Then by verse 5 of this six verse psalm, he has shifted into trust, thanksgiving and praise.  David knows that despite the appearance of some problems in his life, his God will rise up and save him.  He confesses that his trust is in the Lord and that ends his troubles.  He knows what the end of the story is going to be and he sings his praises to the Lord.

2261. Tuesday, May 10, 2016

Fearless
from 9/8/09
Psalm 112: 8

(NIV)

His heart is secure, he will have no fear; in the end he will look in triumph on his foes.

This is just one of the benefits that belong to the person who reveres the Lord.  We are supposed to come into a place within our faith that we no longer fear those who strive against us.  Our hope and our trust are in Him, our Lord and provider.  In Him is victory.  In Him is peace, the kind of peace that makes us secure regardless of the circumstances.  We can come into a place wherein our thoughts of Him and our faith in Him are bigger than any other person or thing we encounter.  We only have to keep our eyes glued on Him and His word and speak His words instead of the doubt of this world.

2262. Wednesday, May 11, 2015

The Worst Offense?

From 9/10/09

Proverb 24: 17 – 18
Rejoice not when your enemy falls, and let not your heart be glad when he stumbles or is overthrown, lest the Lord see it and it be evil in His eyes and displease Him, and He turn away His wrath from him [to expend it upon you, the worse offender].

It is so easy to judge other people’s faults.  But God did not send you and me into the world to judge it.  That is His job alone.  He is so adamant in this point that this scripture shows that His wrath will turn from the bad actor to the worse offender, i.e. those of us who judge others.  

We even think we are doing justly when we judge others’ actions yet Jesus said, judge not lest you be judged (Matthew 7: 1).  But when we speak to God about other people’s sins or sometimes even our perception of their wrong doings, God’s eyes turn away from their mistakes and onto our outright disobedience.

I know it is difficult but our part is to love and to pray for those whom we think are missing God’s best.  And I do not mean those judgmental prayers. You know the ones where we condemn people and attempt to put them under bondage while in a conversation with our heavenly Father.  No, our prayers are to be out of love and honest concern for their welfare.  Do you want to please your Father?  Pray earnestly and lovingly for those people that you think are falling short of God’s glory.

2263. Thursday, May 12, 2016
Spiritual Revenge
from 9/11/09

Job 42: 8
Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, and go to My servant Job, and offer up a burnt offering for yourselves, and My servant Job will pray for you.  For I will accept him so that I may not do with you according to your folly because you have not spoken of Me what is right, as My servant Job has.

If you read the book of Job you will see that Job’s “friends” spoke against him for the whole book.  I mean they really gave him a time.  As soon as bad things started happening to Job his friends descended upon him and accused him of some great sin as the cause of the tragedies which were occurring in his life.  

Isn’t that just like folks?  They probably had been jealous of Job all the while because he was very wealthy and blessed in all things.  Then when the devil started stealing his blessing, his friends began to harshly criticize him.  In the end God corrected and reproved them.

Now if I were Job, I might not want God to send those chaps to me for me to pray for them.  I can imagine saying, “God, I don’t want to pray for those fools that have harangued me for months.  Just let them reap the fruit of their seed.”  Fortunately for them, Job was obedient to God.  I do like that they had to take him a big offering though.  And we know that Job did pray for them because the subsequent verses tell us that God did accept Job’s prayer. 

You see, the Old Testament teachings are consistent with the New Testament.  God had Job pray for his enemies and we are under the same command today.  Pray for those who persecute you and despitefully use you (Matthew 5: 44).  

2264. Friday, May 13, 20167

Good Measure

from 9/15/09

Luke 6: 38
Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.

For years I didn’t really understand what this scripture was trying to get over to us.  I understand give and it will be given to you.  That is a clear direction from God concerning being generous in our giving to others.  What is all of that other language for though?  We do not have represented here a simple one to one ratio vis-a- vis giving and receiving.  Rather, God is telling us that when we give, he gives back a vastly multiplied amount.  It was one day when I was filling a container with a dry ingredient that this verse’s meaning became evident to me.  As I poured my dry product into the container it began to fill while I still had more to fit into the container.  So, I started tapping the container on the counter causing the substance to pack more compactly.  Doing this allowed me to put much more substance into the container.  Then I realized that is what “pressed down” and “shaken together” is all about.  Maybe you could also press the dry material down with some sort of tamping tool so that you can fit more into the vessel.  

You see, God does not just give back to you in equal measure.  He gives back an ample supply.  He presses down and shakes down the substance so that he can get more into the container.  And even then, he still runs the container over from his generous giving.  He causes all things to come to you in abundance so that you cannot even contain it all.  Well, good!  Then you can take the overflow and give it away.  But have plenty of pots and canisters available when you do because he is going to give back to you again, good measure!

2265. Monday, May 16, 2016
Accepted

Isaiah 41: 9

You whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called from its remotest parts, and said to you, “You are My servant, I have chosen you and not rejected you.”

I suppose most people have dealt with rejection or the sense of rejection at some time in their life.  Many have felt insecure in their relationship with God too.  The good news is that God has accepted you.  No matter what the world may say about you; no matter what your negative brother-in-law says about you, God loves you and accepts you; even as you are.

I am not trying to say that most of us don’t need some transformation in our lives but we have been chosen by God.  We really need to meditate on this scripture and let it sink down into our spirits.  We need to have such a rock solid understanding and recognition of God’s favor over our lives such that nothing and no one can cause us to doubt our acceptance by God.  

This is a really big deal.  There are books and books on the topic of rejection because so many of us have dealt with feelings of unacceptance and rejection.  Sometimes we feel that we can never be what others want us to be but God is here shouting loudly that you do not have to change for Him to love you.  Even before you were born He saw you and you were, and are, lovely in His sight.  No matter how many mistakes you make, He still sees the beautiful you and He would say to you that you are wondrously made in His own image.

I feel like I could and should write much more on this so that you hear time and time again that God considers you lovely and worthy of His affection.  However, He has said it best, “I have chosen you and not rejected you.”  Hear the word of the Lord.

2266. Tuesday, May 17, 2016

Imitating Christ

Romans 15: 7
Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.

Yesterday I shared Isaiah 41: 9 and we saw that our Father, God, accepts us and has not rejected us.  Today we see from the New Testament that Jesus also accepts us.  But look, Jesus also requires that we accept one another.  That will sure put our judgmental and critical natures to the test.  Apparently, God did not set us up in the position to be critical of our fellow human beings.  Honestly, we just can’t see the things God does nor can we see the way He does.  He has the ability to look at a person’s heart.  We can only view their external appearance and behaviors.

You are accepted by God and by Jesus.  Now you must learn to extend the grace and mercy that you have in them.  Let this grace and the love of God fill you.  As you receive God’s acceptance you will begin to overflow with the same merciful attitude towards others.  If you find yourself critical and judgmental then make sure that you are fully receiving God’s love for yourself.  When you come to understand God’s affection for you it becomes very difficult not to share it with others.

God loves you, accepts you and has not rejected you.  Open your heart and arms to the rest of humanity allowing God’s love to flow from you . . . in Jesus’ name.
2267. Wednesday, May 18, 2016

Rejoice

from 9/16/09

1 Chronicles 29: 9
Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering to the Lord with a whole heart, and King David also rejoiced greatly.

What a beautiful passage of scripture.  These people experienced much joy because their hearts were in their giving to the Lord.  Did you know that giving offerings to the Lord could fill you with joy?  Really, most of us enjoy giving.  We just do not like to feel obligated or coerced to give.  When we give freely to the Lord with our whole heart, it does make the heart glad.  It is a personal giving between the person and the Lord and that sort of giving lifts the heart and countenance.  I think some of us are grumpy because we hold on so tightly to our money or gifts.  When we let them go freely, we elevate our own spirits.  And I know that the Lord is overjoyed when we give to him out of the abundance of our hearts. It doesn’t have to be a big gift, just a joyful one.  

2268. Friday, May 28, 2016


Cheery


from 9/17/09

2 Corinthians 9: 6-8

Each one must do (give) just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

God loves a cheerful giver.  God is less concerned about one giving from the abundance of one’s purse than giving out of the abundance of one’s heart.  He is less concerned with how much you give and more concerned with how you give.  He wants you to give to Him and to His work because you love Him and because you want to give.  He does not want you to feel compelled because there is some good work to give to.  He certainly does not want your guilt offerings.  In other words, He doesn’t want your gift to Him to be motivated by your guilty feelings.  Give less if need be so that you can get happy.  Make it a joyous occasion between you and the Lord.  Take your eyes off of the person, church or ministry that you are sowing into and put your eyes and heart on the Lord.  Let your gift be a blessing unto Him.  Then you will really be happy.

2269. Thursday, May 19, 2016

A Full Life
from 9/23/09

3 John 2
Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers.

This passage of scripture portrays the image of a victorious Christian.  This is the picture of who we are all destined to be because of the life, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  First of all, our souls are to prosper.  That encompasses our emotional life, social life, and our intellectual life.  It is the transformation of the human soul through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  Perhaps this is best thought of as the intangibles.  It is all of the things that make a life full.  It is part of what Jesus meant when he said that he came into the world to give us abundant life (John 10: 10).

As we allow the Holy Spirit to work within our spirits, setting us free from every sort of bondage, we are supposed to also evidence physical well-being and financial prosperity.  You see, to God and to Jesus, it is a package deal.  We are supposed to have it all, not just one little portion.  You are supposed to be well in your body and well in your finances.  Your soul is supposed to be healed from any emotional scars and you are to be free.  Jesus said that he was anointed to set the captives free (Luke 4: 18).  So, his ministry and his word do free us from our former bondage so that we might live in abundance of every sort and pass that blessing on to others.  

It starts in your spirit and manifests in every part of your life.  Do not let the devil steal any part of it from you because Jesus came to set you free.

2270. Friday, May 20, 2016

Rejection

from 9/28/09

Matthew 8: 34
And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; …

How do you expect this sentence to end?  I expected the whole city to turn out, fall at his feet and praise him.  I thought the next line might be “and they marveled at the wonders he performed in their midst.”  That is not how this story ends though.  The rest of the passage reads:

And when they saw Him, they entreated him to depart from their region.

Now isn’t that a kick in the teeth?  This passage is the conclusion of the story of the Gadarene demoniacs.  The introduction to this story says that these two men were so violent that no one could use that road.  Jesus cast out the demons, restoring the men and the thoroughfare at the same time.  Two of the town’s citizens were restored and a major problem rectified.  Yet the people’s reaction was to reject Jesus.  It sounds ludicrous with the advantage of 2000 years of hindsight.  The same thing happens today though and if they did it to Jesus, of all people; people are going to do it to his followers as well.

This does not diminish the message though.  Just understand that even when you do the work of God, even when you preach the message God has personally given you to preach, you are still going to encounter resistance.  Some people are not going to be able to receive your message even though it is directly from God himself.  But take heart.  They did it to Jesus too so you are in very good company.

I do not say that it is always easy to preach the message you have been given but be of good heart knowing that your obedience to God will be much more pleasant than even the rejection and criticism you must sometimes endure.  People need to hear the word that God has given you.  Don’t let fear have the final say.  Do what you need to do knowing that even Jesus ran into critics but the message did get through and at least two people in that town were set free.

2271. Monday, May 23, 2016
Lemonade
from 9/24/16

Romans 8: 28
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to his purpose.

I call this the “Lemonade Scripture.”  It says to me that God will take the lemons handed you and make lemonade from them.  Whatever Satan means for harm in your life, God will find a way to turn it to good.  God will not allow the devil just to rain bad things into your life.  He is going to turn them around for you.  Your part is to give the Lord that kind of authority over your life.  When the devil hands you lemons, you just call up God and say, “Hey, there is a delivery here for you.”  It is not your job to create the miracle or fight with the devil.  You just know that God is Lord and tell the devil to get back under your feet where he belongs.  In your prayers, tell God what you think you need or what you desire and then you can thank Him and let it go.  Go enjoy a tall glass of iced lemonade, on Him.

2272. Tuesday, May 24, 2016
Divine Design


Romans 12: 2

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

We looked quite a bit last week at what God has to say about acceptance and in a nutshell it is that you are accepted in His sight.  He said, Himself, that He has not rejected you.  That is such an important truth for us to receive.  Truly, we cannot give away what we have yet to receive.  So, if you see a person who is critical and judgmental it may just be that they have yet to receive the acceptance and love of God for themselves.

There is a commercial running on television right now from Time-Warner cable where a motivational speaker challenges people about change.  He tells them that they can change and asks if they want to, to which everyone resoundingly replies, “Yes!”  Well, as I listened to the commercial I heard another message come right up out of my spirit.  What I heard is that God has not called us to change.  First of all, He loves you without you changing.  Second, what He has given us is transformation.  

Transformation is not something we do; it is something we allow God to do within us by cooperating with His Spirit.  We are transformed by God and the Holy Spirit through the renewal of our minds.  We are not asked to change from who we are to someone else.  No, we are only being transformed into the fullness of who we are in Christ.  This transformation is more akin to the metamorphoses of a caterpillar into a butterfly.  The essence of the butterfly was always in the caterpillar.  He doesn’t have try not to be himself.  He just grows up into the fullness of who he was always destined to be.  

Like the caterpillar, in every one of us is a butterfly.  We have only to enter our chrysalis and allow the butterfly to emerge.  This is the transformational process which our beloved Father has given us.  We are not the authors of change; we are not transformational engineers.  God has already put butterfly DNA in the caterpillar.  He has created and put in the caterpillar the process for fulfilling its destiny.  Truly, we are more important to Him that a butterfly.  He wouldn’t abandon us and task us with the responsibility of change when He has so carefully designed the butterfly and its growth phases.

God has given us a chrysalis into which we can cocoon ourselves too.  He has prepared a process by which He brings us into the fullness of our Divine Design.  Through the renewal of our minds, we are transformed into the very likeness of Jesus.  You will be the version of you which is so apparently a sibling to Jesus himself.  I like to call this fulfilled you the Jesus you.  So you may be Jesus Scott or Jesus Mary.  You are of the same DNA as Jesus.  When you took on the New Birth which is wrought in his blood and his glory, you became genetically tied to Jesus.   There is a glorified you.  This is who God sees every time He looks at you.  Now, in order for you to live the fulfillment of who you are in Christ you must renew your mind to the Word of God.  When you do, you will find that you think like God.  You will begin to feel the things God feels and you will even react to events the way God does.  The renewal of your mind washes out the worldly way of thinking that we were all indoctrinated in and replaces it with God thoughts and yes, you really can think the way God thinks.  It is amazing and glorious and you were meant to live this way – to live an anointed life.

So, here is your part.  Renew your mind by reading God’s Word.  It really is that easy.  Meditate on what you read.  Let it seep into your own thoughts and consciousness.  Allow God’s Word and God’s thoughts to become integrated with your own.  You will find that as you do this you will begin to develop wings.  You will emerge from your own chrysalis a glorified, emancipated child of the Most High with wings as eagles.  Go soak in the glory of God’s Word, let Him pour his DNA into every cell of your being and then spread your wings and soar.  You are His beautiful child, created in His image.  Don’t try to change just be transformed, by the renewing of your mind.

2273. Wednesday, May 25, 2016

The Gift that Gives Back
From 9/21/09

Philippians 4: 17

Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account.

The Apostle Paul, in this passage and its accompanying scriptures, taught the Philippians about giving into the Lord’s work.  But he was not only teaching them to give into the support of the ministry.  He also taught them the principle of sowing and reaping.  He told them in this excerpt that their gifts accrue to their own account.  You see, God works according to multiplication.  He takes what you have to sow and from that creates a harvest.  So the Philippians’ gifts to Paul not only supported his ministry but they were also the means God had to get more substance into their hands.  I heard Minister Jesse Duplantis say one time, “God isn’t trying to get something from you.  He is trying to get something to you.”  I think that is Paul’s message in this scripture.  As God continues to multiply the harvest back to the sowers, they have their needs met and more besides to support more ministries, to send ministers into every need.

2274. Thursday, May 26, 2016
Economic Reality
from 9/22/09

Philippians 4: 19
And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

This verse is just two verses after yesterday’s verse about the gifts of the Philippians accruing to their own account.  Here Paul delivers the punch line.  Because they, the Philippians, met the needs of the ministry, God was obligated to meet all of their needs.  We really need to learn that God moves resources all over the world according to this principle.  He multiplies seed sown.  This is the principle we all need to adopt in our finances.  This is the way God set up the earth to work.  We have turned it on its head and operated our economy according to all we can get.  That is just the opposite of the economic principles God established in the earth in the beginning.  One can see the righteousness in God’s way and the greed in the other way.  It is no wonder our economy has collapsed around our ears.  It was never meant to work that way.  God is your source and your provider and he wants to see you well cared for.  He does that by multiplying your seed so for goodness sake, sow some good seed today.

2275. Friday, May 27, 2016

Cheery

from 9/17/09

2 Corinthians 9: 6-8

Each one must do (give) just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

God loves a cheerful giver.  God is less concerned about one giving from the abundance of one’s purse than giving out of the abundance of one’s heart.  He is less concerned with how much you give and more concerned with how you give.  He wants you to give to Him and to His work because you love Him and because you want to give.  He does not want you to feel compelled because there is some good work to give to.  He certainly does not want your guilt offerings.  In other words, He doesn’t want your gift to Him to be motivated by your guilty feelings.  Give less if need be so that you can get happy.  Make it a joyous occasion between you and the Lord.  Take your eyes off of the person, church or ministry that you are sowing into and put your eyes and heart on the Lord.  Let your gift be a blessing unto Him.  Then you will really be happy.
2276. Monday, May 30, 2016
God’s Success System
from 9/25/09

Joshua 1: 7 - 8
Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. 

This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 

Here is a success kit.  All you have to do is cut and paste this into your life and success will have to follow you.  God’s word cannot be denied and here is His word on success, loud and clear.  Perhaps we do not know how to believe as we should but we are all changing that day by day.  But, God’s word works and it works all the time.  We have lost the ability and or knowledge of how to receive in this country.  Maybe it is because we have so much and really have not had to rely on God for our basic needs.  In other countries, amazing miracles are taking place.  We need only to put our faith back in God’s word and believe that what he says will come to pass.  Then we meditate on it, we speak it out of our mouths and we do according to all that is written there.  When we do that, we cannot fail.  All that you want, and or need, is surely to follow.

2277. Wednesday, June 1, 2016
Walking Testimony

from 9/30/09

1 Timothy 4: 16

Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things; for as you do this you will insure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.

Our lives are our testimony.  As we walk and talk, we minister God’s gospel.  Therefore, let us walk in a way that is worthy of Him.  How do we do that?  First it is a choice of will but after that it is a matter of paying attention to the Word of God and seeking more intimacy in our relationship with Him.  As we give heed to His Word and spend time with the Father in prayer, conversation and just silence, we become more attracted to the ways of the Father.  We act more like Him because we are hanging out with Him.  It is just like your mother told you when you were a child; you are going to act like those you hang around.  Put your eyes on His Word, persevere in seeking Him.  Order your words according to His Word.  Then all will be well with you and your life will a light to all those with whom you come in contact.

2278. Thursday, June 2, 2016
Dead and Buried

from 10/1/09

Colossians 2: 12 - 13

[H]aving been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions.

Because of and through your faith in Jesus, you have died, been buried and raised by the power that is at work in God for Jesus.  For the power that raised Jesus from the dead, is alive and has renewed you too.  If you have given your life to Jesus, then your old self has died and been buried.  The life you now live is a new life in Christ Jesus.  It is his life that we live because we are a part of Him.  And for goodness’ sake, don’t go resurrecting that old man.  He is dead and stinks.  Leave him in the grave.  Live a new life; one in Jesus.  Live the life that Jesus bought for you.  You are a new creature.  The sin of the past has been buried and so have the habits of the past.  Leave them with that old, dead flesh.  All that was in the old person was only leading you to death and destruction.  The new life that Jesus has purchased for you leads to life everlasting as well as victory here on this earth.  Don’t let the devil trick you into considering your past and your old self.  That person has died and all those problems died with him.  Let your mind consider the glorious life that Jesus has given you, a life in Him and with Him.  Let your mind stay on that so that your joy can be made full.
2279. Friday, June 3, 2016

Seeking and Finding

from 10/2/09

Colossians 3: 1
If you then have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

I love the “seeking” scriptures because they remind me of the principle task which God has assigned me.  I am reminded that my job is to seek Him and it is his job to take care of everything else.  That is good news to me.  Jesus promised us that if we seek, we will find (Matthew 7: 7).  He also told us to seek those things above and God would add all the other things we need.  We focus our eyes on Him and he takes care of our earthly worries.  This pattern relieves us of worry and draws us closer to Him at the same time.  That is a pretty good deal.  
2280. Monday, June 6, 2016

Melting Away

From 10/5/09
Colossians 3: 8 – 9
But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander and abusive speech from your mouth, do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices.

As we set our eyes on those things above, we must take care that we do not resurrect those things from our old self.  But the good news is that as you keep your eyes on Jesus, those old things will feel foreign.  They are inconsistent with your new self and soon they become uncomfortable.  Then they will begin to melt away from you.

It is interesting how many of the above offenses are committed with our mouths.  Getting our mouths under control is the bulk of the battle but with our eyes fixed on Jesus, he lends his strength to us so that in our weakness, we are strong.  As we focus our attention on seeking Jesus and our Father, his power is made alive in us.  Our worship and love of him draws us away from our old behaviors.  They will eventually become as repugnant to us as they are to Him because we are drawing closer to Him every day and becoming more like Him.

2281. Tuesday, June 7, 2016

Miracle Worker
from 10/6/09

Matthew 13: 58

And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.

We think of Jesus as all powerful as well we should.  The three years of his ministry were full of miracles, amazing miracles.  And his miracles were not spotty as in one here and one there.  He would go into a town and heal everyone that was brought to him.  That’s big!  But here in Matthew 13 he had gone home and he was not greeted as the great prophet.  For some reason we think that people we know cannot be mightily used of God.  Only those from other towns can be prophets of God.  Well, Jesus encountered this phenomenon when he went home.  Although the people there recognized the wisdom with which he taught, they still became offended at him just because they knew who he was.  Because of their attitude, he could perform no miracles there.  You see, we have a part to play in the performance of miracles.  Jesus cannot create miracles that we cannot believe for. Time and time again Jesus told people that their faith had made them well.  We have to work on our believers, which is the machinery of our hearts, so that when we need a miracle, we are already full of belief.  After all, all things are possible to those believe.

2282. Wednesday, June 8, 2016

Goodness

from 10/7/09

Psalm 145: 9

The Lord is good to all, and His mercies are over all His works.

This scripture is talking about us.  We are the works of God’s hands, His handiwork.  And He has good plans for us.  He is merciful when we make mistakes and His plans for us are plans for good.  Sometimes we think of God is vengeful and harsh but the Word of God says that He is a good God and that He is good to His kids.  He is a loving father with plans for good things for you.  He gives good gifts to His children and protects us from harm.  All His ways are of kindness and goodness because He is love.  His substance is love.  So, all that He has is good.  He wants to give more good to you than you have ever received before.  Let us get a revelation of His goodness so that we allow him to pour all of His lovingkindness into our lives.  You have to settle in your heart first, though, that God is a good God.

2283. Thursday, June 9, 2016
Having Heard

from 10/8/09

Isaiah 30: 21





Your ears will hear a word behind you, "This is the way, walk in it," whenever you turn to the right or to the left.

God means that you should hear his voice.  He wants to talk with you.  He also guides you with his voice.   It seems that hearing from God has been relegated to a few people but that is not God’s intention.  It is our tradition that has developed that idea.  

The big secret about hearing the voice of God, if you are not already, is that it takes practice.  You begin to recognize the voice of God and it becomes easier and easier to hear him.  One time I went on a trip and took a suit with me for the occasion.  Then I had this idea occur to me to take an additional suit.  I thought about it and said to myself, “But I don’t need two suits.”  The thought persisted though so I packed the second one.  As it turned out, I did end up needing two different suits. That was when I realized that it had been God telling me to grab the second suit.  I learned a lot from that.  First of all, I began to learn how God’s voice sounds in my ear.  Sometimes it is just a thought that occurs to me from out of nowhere.  I may be thinking of something totally different and a thought comes to me.  Recently I left my house to go to an appointment.  I got to the end of the street and the thought came to me that I had left the garage door open.  I thought about that for a minute and in my own thinking I did not think that I had left the door open.  The thought persisted though so I turned around and drove back to the house.  Guess what?  Sure enough the door was open.  

That is the way God communicates with us.  In the example about the suit, it would not have been the end of the world if I had not listened to Him and packed only the one suit.  Even with the garage door, I am sure that He would have protected my house in my absence but it sure is nice that He does tell me these things because my life is much better for all of the things He tells me.  

And that brings up the second lesson I learned about hearing from God.  He often starts out teaching you to hear his voice by talking with you about small things.  It did not take much faith for me to turn my car around and go check the garage door.  He has built my faith in Him and in my hearing Him in these small things.  Now when He says something big to me, I am better able to recognize that it is His voice speaking to me and I have more faith in hearing Him so that I do what I hear without arguing it away.

The thing you really have to do to start hearing God’s voice is to turn off some of the noise around you.  If you are like I was you always have some noise machine on.  In my case I had the TV or stereo on every minute of my life.  There was no quiet time in my life for Him to speak in.  The other thing that I had to do was to quiet my mind.  My mind was so busy and so loud that there was little chance of me hearing Him.  Quiet your mind.  And lastly, I absolutely prayed about hearing the voice of God.  I knew that other people heard God’s voice and I absolutely insisted on hearing also.  If anyone is receiving a blessing from God, you are entitled to that same blessing because it is one and the same Jesus that has bought that blessing for each of us.  Don’t let any of God’s blessings evade you.

2284. Friday, June 10, 2016

Ready, Willing and Able

from 10/12/09

Matthew 14: 28 - 31

Peter said to Him, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water." And He said, "Come!" And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!" Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?"   (emphasis mine).

I want you to notice that Jesus did not hesitate but rather when Peter needed him, He moved immediately.  Many of us have the idea that God waits until the eleventh hour to move on situations.  I have been guilty of that myself.  Now that I have seen this verse I must reevaluate my thoughts.  Jesus did not wait to see if Peter could work it out for himself.  He did not let him sink a bit in order to let Peter exercise his faith or grow.  As soon as Peter cried out, Jesus saved him.  Jesus did teach Peter that it was his lack of faith, his doubt, that caused him to begin to sink but He took hold of his hand first.  Jesus works that same way with us today.  He wants to teach us and he wants us to walk in faith but He always provides for our safety first.  He will not throw you out in water over your head and expect you to walk on the water all by yourself.  He will always have you by the hand.  Not only that but also He will teach you all you need to know in order to succeed in your endeavors.  

2285. Monday, June 13, 2016

Good God

from 10/9/09

Romans 8: 32



(New Living Translation)

Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else?

Our God is a good God.  That cannot be said enough.  So many times we think that God is punishing us when something bad happens in our lives or that God is trying to teach us a lesson.  That just is not true.  Our Father loves us.  If He loved us enough to let His only son die a cruel and horrible death for us, will He not also give all good things to us?  Is it reasonable to suggest that He did not withhold His son but is withholding all kinds of other good things from us?  The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 6: 17 that God “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.”  We are increasing in our knowledge of God and His nature.  As we do we also increase in our trust in Him because we come to know that He wants to perform good works in our lives.  Then the relationship with Him also grows and we come to trust Him even more.  The more trust we put in Him, the more we are able to walk faith.  It all keeps growing to our benefit but the first step is ours.  We must let him be a good God to us and expect good things from Him.

2286. Tuesday, June 14, 2016
Are You There, God?

from 10/14/09

Psalm 31: 22
As for me, I said in my alarm, “I am cut off from before Thine eyes”; nevertheless Thou didst hear the voice of my supplications when I cried to Thee.

Here is a song of David which reflects a time of panic in his life.  David said that it was a time of alarm.  He was enduring a stressful and anxious period.  His distress was so complete that he felt blocked off from anyone who could help him, even God.  He did not even think that his prayers could get through to God because he felt so completely cut off.  None the less, God heard all of his prayers and answered all of his petitions.  God heard every tearful word.  How did David know that God heard every supplication?  It is because God answered David in this time of need.

God’s presence is much closer than you think.  When we are really stressed and over wrought it becomes very difficult for us to feel God’s presence around us.  He is there with us none the less.  We cannot always go by our feelings because feelings are fickle.  We have to know and say that our God is with us all of the time.  Even when we cannot feel you, Lord, you are with us for you will never leave us nor forsake us.

2287. Wednesday, June 15, 2016

Preserved

from 10/15/09

Psalm 31: 23 – 24
O love the Lord, all you His godly ones!  The Lord preserves the faithful, and fully recompenses the proud doer.  Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who hope in the Lord.

This verse reminds me of Psalm 23 where it reads, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for Thou art with me.”  What an amazing statement.  God will sustain you, protect you and preserve you no matter what kind of situation you walk through.  He will be with you even in your darkest day.  He is not going anywhere without you.  So even though you walk through some scary times and places, you can have confidence.  You are secure in his care.  Be strong, take courage, you are not alone.  You have an attentive father who also happens to be the most powerful being in the universe as your right hand guard.  Take heart.  You are okay.

2288. Thursday, June 16, 2016

Dad!

from 10/16/09

Romans 8: 15

For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, " Abba! Father!"


Some people do not appreciate that we have been adopted in the Holy one’s family.  We are no longer strangers or trespassers.  Also, He went to enormous lengths to adopt us.  This relationship as Father and child should become very real to you.  It can become so real, in fact, that you begin to see Him as your father foremost, even more so than your biological father.  God was a father to you before you were a child of your biological father.  God is keenly aware of this child/parent relationship and longs to have you treat Him as your father.  Yes, He is God almighty but He is your Dad too.  He hears every word you speak to Him and is ready when you cry out Abba, father.

2289. Friday, June 17, 2016

Good News

from 10/19/09

Mark 16: 15


(NIV)

He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.

This passage is from when Jesus commissioned his disciples after his death and resurrection.  He told them to go and preach the “good news” to all creation.  Sometimes as Christians we forget how Jesus phrased this and we lose sight of our commission.  He did not tell us to go into all the world and correct others and criticize their life styles.  He did not tell us to go and preach fire and brimstone on them until they repent.  He told us to tell them the good news; that he, Jesus, came that they might have life and have it more abundantly (John 10: 10).  We are supposed to preach that he came into the world so that all could be saved and can enter into a personal relationship with the Father of all creation.  He breached the gap between people and God so that we could be reconciled to Almighty God as our own father.  This world needs love.  People everywhere suffer from a lack of love.  We need to tell them that our Father is love and that he loves them.  Don’t preach John 3: 16 and skip the word love.  Preach it the loudest.

2290. Monday, June 20, 2016
End of Tears

from 10/13/09

Isaiah 30: 19
O people in Zion, inhabitant in Jerusalem, you will weep no longer.  He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when he hears it, he will answer you.

God answers prayer.  He is always attentive and listening for you.  He longs to be gracious to you.  When he hears you cry out, He will answer.  This does not say that He will sometimes answer or when He feels like it He will answer.  It is a definitive statement, leaving no room for misunderstanding or interpretation.  Perhaps we are not always attentive to His voice but He is always and forever answering our cries.  

Do you have a need today?  Do you have a desperate situation with which you really need help?  He is standing by to help you.  He is there answering you.  When you cry out to Him, accept that He is answering you.  Be silent and listen.  Don’t rush around looking for answers.  Get quiet and receive His help.  The hardest part is shutting off all of the noise in and around you.  Know and do not question or doubt that our God is present and available.  Know that he is helping you and is right beside you.  As soon as you call, he comes.  He is faithful.

2291. Tuesday, June 21, 2016
Splendor and Majesty

Job 37: 22

“Out of the north comes golden splendor; Around God is awesome majesty.
I have just returned from fifteen days in the great northern expanse of Alaska.  For the life of me I just don’t understand how anyone can experience the majesty of Father’s creation and not acknowledge the creator.  I don’t know how they don’t feel Him tugging at their heart strings or singing in their spirits.  The majesty and awesomeness of our beloved Father is beyond words and I have found that it is beyond photography.  I would send you a hundred photographs and still fall far short of capturing the grace and power of our Father’s creation.  

I was overwhelmed with one simple thought, “My Dad created all of this!”  Wow!  And the quiet whisper I hear in my soul is, “Yes, and I knew when I created it that you would be here today enjoying this rare beauty.”  How precious we are in the sight of the Lord?  The mountains and the sea, the glaciers and the wildlife cannot hold His attention.  He is more gratified and engrossed by the wonder reflected in our eyes.  

Truly awesome majesty follows in the wake of our Father and God but the greatest wonder of all is that He loves us so much.  In His eyes, there is nothing on this earth which compares with us.  Is that not amazing?  David said it this way, “What is man that You take thought of him?” (Psalm 8: 4).  In the shadow of the of the imposing mountains such as this one, Denali, which means, The Great One, who is man that God even notices us?  And yet, not a hair falls from our head that He does not notice (Matthew 10: 30).  Surrounded by the majesty of Denali, the splendor of the fjords, and the power of the glaciers one feels instantly like an ant amongst the landscape … and yet, the grasp of insignificance never quite takes hold for in that moment our oneness with the Holy One, God the Almighty and Creator of all we behold becomes bigger in our hearts than the Great One herself, Denali.  Greater by far is our God and Father and greater still is His devotion to us, deeper than the fjords is His love.  The greatest wonder, the majesty of the age is God’s love for us.  

2292. Wednesday, June 22, 2016

Seventy Times Seven

from 10/20/09

Matthew 18: 21 – 22
The Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him?  Up to seven times?”  Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.”

We all know that we are supposed to forgive all who act against us.  This passage reflects one of the really difficult situations in which we find ourselves sometimes.  This is the case that the same nut head keeps on sinning against us.  I can well feel Peter’s pain here.  It was really hard to forgive the guy the first time and now he has gone and done something heinous again.  How many times, Lord, must I turn my guts inside out for this guy who just abuses me at every single opportunity?  Well, Jesus’ point here was not only seventy times seven.  His real point is that you should forgive him every single time he does something against you.  Jesus must have thought that by the time we have forgiven someone 490 times, we might have the idea.  Sometimes you have someone who is just a thorn in your flesh.  Keep on forgiving.  Don’t get discouraged.  You are becoming more like your Dad every time you struggle through that forgiveness battle.  Soon, way before you go through it 490 times, you will have a revelation on how you can keep your peace even when that person is around.  And pray for him.  God can change him and the more you pray for him, hopefully the sooner he will change.

2293. Thursday, June 23, 2016

Humbly Led
Psalm 25: 9

He leads the humble in justice, and He teaches the humble His way.
You can hang out in the twenty-fifth psalm for a long time. There is much nourishment for the soul here. So how did I choose verse nine? I am often attracted to the verses that promise God will lead me in His paths. I want to know His ways and walk according to His instruction. One of my very favorite verses, in fact, is in this psalm. Verse 4 is a prayer, “Make me know Thy ways, O Lord; teach me Thy paths.” This is a psalm of David. By the time, he reaches verse 9 he has switched into teaching mode. He has gone from request to assurance. David knew that prayer to our benevolent Father results in answers. Therefore, he confidently assures us that our God and Father will lead us onto the divine pathway.

There is a stumbling block here, though, and that is what caused me to stop on this verse. There is a humility requirement. Perhaps, Father does not lead me as much as He might because I am so impressed with my own wisdom. Maybe, just maybe, my arrogance and independence prevents me from walking in His ways as well as I could. I wonder.

As you continue through this psalm, you discover that God’s instruction and guidance is for those who revere Him. Perhaps some of us get so caught up in trying to come up with answers that we never actually humble ourselves before the Lord and ask for His wisdom. And you know something else? Sometimes you don’t even have to ask. I find that if I will quiet myself down, He will offer His guidance free of charge. Maybe it doesn’t seem like arrogance for me to work so hard searching for answers but if we are truly humble and we revere the Lord won’t we allow Him to speak to our needs and questions? What is it, if not pride, when we are so caught up in our thinking that we do not appeal to His wisdom? Is this not putting our own intellect and problem solving skills on the throne?

We have a promise from the Lord that He will lead us and teach us His way. Let’s make ourselves available for Him to fulfil that promise in us.

2294. Friday, June 24, 2016


All Paths

Psalm 25: 10

All the paths of the Lord are lovingkindness and truth to those who keep His covenant and His testimonies. 
You may notice that many of God’s promises have a condition precedent or a prerequisite. Let me help you understand this. God isn’t really conditioning His promises. He is actually explaining to you how the Kingdom of God works. If I wanted to teach a person how to do something I might say something like, “If you do this, you will get this result.” That is what God is attempting to explain to us; He is teaching us how to operate Kingdom Principles in order to get everything we need and want. 

When you apply this insight to today’s verse you perhaps come away with a deeper understanding of how to work with God to find your way to His paths of truth and lovingkindness. And think of it, for those who keep His covenant, all paths lead to truth and lovingkindness. Isn’t that exciting?

Now you may be asking yourself what His covenant and testimonies are so that you can be sure you are walking in them. Well, here is some good news. That is what I give you daily. My job is to show you God’s principles, His ways and even His covenant. You just apply them and reap the rewards.

One small caveat though, don’t try to do any of this on your own. As you see a principle, immediately go to the Holy Spirit and ask Him to walk you through it. That is His job. We all have our part to do. You are not on your own.

2295. Monday, June 27, 2016

Healed to Help

from 10/21/09


Matthew 5: 44

(King James Version)

But I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.
These are the words of Jesus from early in his ministry.  We see him taking his own advice at the cross when he prayed to his father from the cross to forgive those who crucified him.  Jesus knew something that we are hopefully all learning.  When people act out, they are really revealing their own brokenness.  When we are healed and walking in our office and authority, then these people’s offenses become an opportunity for ministry rather than a time for us to be offended.  I am learning that people can do things that are prime stimuli for me to lose my peace but that it is really my decision to allow them to steal my peace or not.  The stronger and more complete my healing, the less their stuff gets on me and the less it offends me.  You begin to see that the people who strike out at you or attempt to hurt you are really only exhibiting their own emotional damage.  As God heals their wounds, they will not feel the need to strike out at others or hurt others.  Their language will correct itself and they will be able to become others centered instead of being so selfish and self-centered.  We can help these people.  First, physician, heal thyself.  Allow God to do a work in you so that you are not susceptible to other people’s problems.  Then, learn to sincerely pray for these people.  Help them.  Also, as you grow and people do not so easily offend you, when someone does something that once had the power to upset you, you will find that you can meet them at their point of need right then and there and minister to their need.

2296. Tuesday, June 28, 2016

Adoption

from 10/22/09

Ephesians 1: 5

He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will.

Just because some are adopted into the family does not make them any less a part of the family than those born into it.  We, of course, know this.  Yet, have we applied it to our relationship with our heavenly father?  Have we really come to know that we are children of the King because he chose us?  Adoption is a powerful law which gives the same rights to the adopted children as those who were born into the family.  Also, there is a covenant relationship involved in this adoption of gentiles into the family of God because although Jesus was the first born, he was also adopted.  

When we read the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1, we find that the genealogy that is listed is through Joseph, the husband of Mary.  “And to Jacob was born Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ” Matthew 1: 16.  Later in the scriptures Jesus is referred to as the son of Joseph.  Man adopted the son of God into a human family and God reciprocated by adopting the children of men into his family.  We are absolutely entitled to all of the benefits that belong to an heir because our heritage was guaranteed to us by the promises of generations.  We did not earn these benefits but just receive them because we have been adopted into the family of God, but as children of the father, let us try to do all things which are pleasing to him.
2297. Wednesday, June 29, 2016

Building the Foundation

from 10/23/09

Isaiah 40: 8
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.

What is your life and your faith based upon?  As I observe people and religions, I find it interesting to notice what underpins people’s lives and faith systems.  When we construct buildings we certainly want the under girding to be very strong indeed.  Yet with our lives, we do not always give the same consideration.  Surely, we all want our lives to be founded on that which is strong and true.  The Bible teaches us in Ephesians 6: 14 to gird ourselves with truth.  John 17: 17 says “Thy word is truth.”  So, putting those together would direct us to under gird ourselves with God’s word.  In other words, if we build our houses, our lives, on the firm foundation of God’s word, then we are building our lives on a platform of strength and stability.  This is the foundation which stands forever, the Word of God.  We need something of strength and durability to stand on and that is the Word of God.  

I know there are many people who criticize the Bible or question its validity but this is what I have noticed.  Many who make those comments have not spent much time with it.  They have read very little of it and are really just commenting on what they have heard about it from someone else.  Secondly, those who actually have spent time with the Word yet who do not revere it, rarely have anything substantial to supplant its use. They seem to have nebulous philosophies to which they loosely refer.  That is fine.  We all have to choose our own path in life but I say build your house on the rock and you will fare well in the storm (Luke 6: 48).  The Bible works.  It has been working for thousands of years.  Its truths are infallible and the word of our God stands forever.

2298. Thursday, June 30, 2016

Believing

from 10/26/09

Matthew 21: 22

And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.

Wouldn’t it be nice if this verse simply said, “All things you ask, you shall receive?”  But, there is that problematic word set off between the commas, believing.  We receive all things which, when we pray, we believe we will receive.  In Matthew 8: 13 Jesus told the Centurion, “[L]et it be done to you as you have believed.”  That could be frightening if Jesus said that to many of us.  We might be concerned that we will receive just exactly as we do believe.  Is fear dominant or is faith?  Most likely we have been receiving just exactly as we have been believing.  

In Mark 9: 23 Jesus told a petitioner, “All things are possible to him who believes.”  The man immediately cried out, “I do believe; help my unbelief.”  The man had not been in faith when he first approached Jesus. He told Jesus that he had brought his son for prayer but that Jesus’ disciples had been unable to cast out the spirit which was oppressing the boy.  Jesus responded “O unbelieving generation, how long shall I be with you?  How long shall I put up with you?  Bring him to me.”  The boy was delivered to Jesus and the boy’s father said to Jesus, “But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us!”  Jesus must have been amazed at the father’s unbelief.  He exclaimed, “If you can!”  That is when Jesus said to the man, “All things are possible to him who believes.”

So whose unbelief was it that Jesus was speaking to?  It is often presumed that Jesus was dismayed at his disciples and maybe he was.  But take a look at this man.  When the boy was taken to Jesus, he did not immediately pray for the boy.  First he spoke with the father.  He had to change the father’s unbelief into belief before he prayed for the boy.  You see, it was the father’s unbelief that was keeping the boy imprisoned.  When Jesus told the father that all things were possible to him if he would but believe he cried out, “I believe!”  Well, that is a great start.  First get your confession right.  Say out of your mouth that thing which you need, the result you want.  Secondly, knowing that he was no faith giant but rather was in unbelief, he asked Jesus to help him with his unbelief.  That was the real issue.  That was where Jesus had to minister.  As soon as the father believed, Jesus was able to cast out the spirit.  The boy was set free.  

In order for us to receive the great gifts of the Lord, we too must cast out our own unbelief and become real believers. Pray to the Lord for help and work on believing Jesus.  When he says a thing, just accept it.  If it is too big for you, then ask the Lord for help in believing. This is how the whole kingdom of God works.

2299. Friday, July 1, 2016

Grace and Glory

from 10/27/16

Psalm 84: 11

For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord gives grace and glory; no good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.

There is much substance in that small verse.  Our Father, God, is all things to us.  Is that not enough, that He is all things to us including our sunshine and protection?  For Him it is not.  He then gives to us all good things.  All of us who choose to be called his own; that is.  He even gives to us grace and glory.  Didn’t you think that glory was reserved for Him?  It is not.  We are to give Him glory but he also gives His glory to us.  Not only does His grace cover us, we all have heard that and accept it but he actually gives us His grace.  Now what do you suppose we are to do with his grace?  Spread it to others perhaps.  Even as He has given all good things to us, let us give good things unto others.  As we become more and more like Him, this will become our very nature too.  And while you give good things to men, don’t forget to spread around a bit of that grace God gave you.

2300. Monday, July 4, 2016


Liberty

John 8: 36

If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.

We celebrate, today, the United States’ day of liberation.  It is the day citizens stop and remember the lives and fortunes which were willingly sacrificed so that we might be free.  This isn’t an idea which is restricted to the United States of America nor is it an ideal which is limited to corporate freedom.  Personal liberty is every bit as important as political freedom.  I would argue that neither is possible without Christ.  This Fourth of July I ask you to think about your own personal liberty.  Are you truly free?

Personal freedom, the liberty of our souls, is what Jesus was talking about in this verse.  The people who responded to him kept thinking in terms of physical liberty.  Remember, this is a people who were living with Roman occupation.  Certainly their way of life was constrained by a political power but they considered themselves free.  They said, “We are Abraham’s offspring, and have never yet been enslaved to anyone” (v. 33).  Jesus was talking about being enslaved to someone.  He wasn’t talking about physical liberty.  He answered them saying, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin” (v. 34).  Jesus knows that our sin is prison from which we do not have the strength to free ourselves.  Perhaps we can gain for ourselves partial freedom but not only is it incomplete, it is usually temporary as well.  When Jesus sets us free, though, we are free indeed.  

Like these men in the eighth chapter of John, most of us believe we are not slaves to anything or anyone, but I wonder.  How many habits, social mores, customs, thoughts and old injuries are we actually imprisoned by?  What would life truly look like if there were not imprisoning restraints?  True freedom requires surrender.  Isn’t that ironic.  If we will give over our power and our control to Jesus and infuse it with trust then he can set us free and then we will be free indeed.

2301. Tuesday, July 5, 2016

Trusting 

from 

Psalm 84: 12
O Lord of hosts, how blessed is the man who trusts in Thee!

How blessed indeed!  Do you know how little there is for you to worry about once your trust is in the Lord?  It is a great and wonderful blessing not to have to worry about every single thing in our lives.  The more we are able to turn over to the Lord of Hosts, the less there is for us to worry over.  You don’t have to take stress management classes anymore.  You are just less stressed.  The Lord, our God, is carrying all of that stress for you.  Each thing that you do not want to carry any longer, turn over to Him.  It may take a bit of practice and perhaps this is one of those things about which we must be constantly vigilante but it sure is worth every bit of effort.

Here is one little trick that I use.  I imagine one of those “IN” boxes that everyone used to have on their desks.  This one belongs to God.  Walk up to it and put into it the matter that is taking up so much of your thought life.  If a matter is important enough to you to cause you concern, then it is important enough for you to give to God.  He cares about everything you care about, even the small things.  I have noticed that it is impossible to fill up His “IN” box.  He always has room for more.

2302. Wednesday, July 6, 2016

Let Love Speak

from 10/20/09

Isaiah 58: 6 – 7
Is this not the fast which I choose, to loosen the bonds of wickedness, to undo the bands of the yoke, and to let the oppressed go free, and break every yoke?  Is it not to divide your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into the house; when you see the naked, to cover him; and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?

This is the service the Lord prefers; that we would serve our fellows rather than empty and meaningless rituals.  God does not call us into works.  We are not justified by works.  We are justified by love but in that love let us serve our Lord and God by not turning our faces from those in need.  It is in our capacity as “His” body that we reach out to the lost and broken.  We are His hands in the earth.  We have the power in Him to break the bonds which tie people and destroy the yokes which keep people oppressed.  What small part can we each play?  Let the love of the Lord be seen in the earth, not because you are compelled to out of a sense of duty but rather out of the love that was first given you.  Let the love of the Lord that has taken up its residency in your heart flow out to other people.  Do not hide the righteousness of the Lord in your heart but rather let your heart express it to others.

2303. Thursday, July 7, 2016
The Result

from 10/30/09

Isaiah 58: 8
Then your light will break out like the dawn, and your recovery will speedily spring forth; and your righteousness will go before you; the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard.

Do you want to know what precedes the above? What comes before your light breaking out like the dawn?  It is verses 6 and 7 which were from yesterday, doing for others.  God does not ask you to do things for others for their sake only.  He is trying to get something to you.  God knows the law of sowing and reaping.  He knows it is the principle by which he created the earth.  He also knows if he can get us to sow a little seed, he can make it grow into a glorious dawn.  Think of what the light of dawn is like.  Have you seen a dawn recently?  It is glorious.  Moreover, it cannot be held back.  It lights the earth as far as you can see and beyond.  That is how God wants your light to be.  Your righteousness, which you have in Christ Jesus, will go before you and God is going to bring up the rear.  How glorious is that really?  In the middle is everything you need and more than you can think or ask.  God wants to sandwich you in His goodness and he is showing you how to enable Him to do just that.  Give and it shall be given unto you (Luke 6: 38).

2304. Friday, July 8, 2016

The Spirit

from 11/2/09

John 7: 39
But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

But now the Son of God is glorified and seated at the right hand of God.  Now the Spirit is a gift to all those who believe in the Son.  The Old Testament people met God though they knew very little about the coming Messiah.  They only knew that He was promised.  In the New Testament, we meet Jesus, the Messiah; the once promised, now come Son of God.  Jesus then told about the promise of the Holy Spirit.  He even said that it was to our advantage that He go away so that He could send us the “Helper” (John 16: 7).  There were many who did not recognize the promised Messiah once he came.  Let us not miss the promise that has come in our age, the promised Holy Spirit.  He is our helper and our teacher and we really need His help.  Call upon Him just as you would our Father and our Lord Jesus to help you in a time of need. Let Him lead you and guide you into all knowledge.  He is your constant help in a time of need.  Call Him.

2305. Monday, July 11, 2016

Perfect Fit


from 11/3/09

John 16: 2 - 3
They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God.  And these things they will do, because they have not known the Father, or me.

Do you ever feel that you don’t quite fit in?  I suppose most people feel that way at one time or another.  If not, then we wouldn’t have so much conversation about being yourself and “fitting in”.  Well, if you have ever felt that way, don’t worry.  You are in very good company.  Jesus didn’t fit.  He was an outcast and in the eyes of the church leaders, most of his group was not fit for the Kingdom of God.  Paul was a well-trained man of the church and though he was highly esteemed by the church at one time he was unacceptable in the eyes of God because he was persecuting all who believed in Jesus.  Then he was converted in a very dramatic fashion.  He became an important disciple of Christ but he was no longer in the grace of the church.  So, as hard as it may sometimes be, do not fear and do not give up hope in our Lord because you don’t feel that you quite fit.  Be you because that is who the Lord made you to be.  

Seek God!  Honestly search Him out!  Chase Him with all your heart.  When you have done that, He will make all things alright.  You will find that He will teach you how valued you are in His sight.  He will give you the acceptance that you so crave.  Once you know in your heart of hearts that the Lord, our God, loves you just as you are, you can finally love yourself honestly and accept yourself just as He does.  You are his precious no matter what anyone else says.  And he loves you dearly.  That is a promise.

2306. Tuesday, July 12, 2016

The Good Shepherd

Psalm 23: 2

He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside quiet waters.

Do you notice that Jesus doesn’t lead us into valleys of destruction?  He leads us to mountain tops and to green pastures.  We get the crazed notion, sometimes, that God is leading us into the storms.  Nope, He is trying to lead you out of the storm.  He is there helping you out of the trials and tribulations.  He always leads you to the light.

David wrote in verse four that even though he, David, walks through the valley of the shadow of death he would not fear because his shepherd, Jesus, would keep him.  Interestingly enough, David wasn’t pitching a tent in the valley of the shadow of death.  He was walking through.  Challenges sometimes come but Jesus is there to lead you out and he will keep you safe in the interim.

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are all leading us to quiet green pastures where there is plenty of food and cool, clear water.  All things are good where they lead us.  There is always plenty.  Just follow your shepherd.

2307. Wednesday, July 13, 2016

The Bread

Matthew 6: 11

Give us this day our daily bread.

I had the opportunity on Sunday to hear Pastor Wayne Anderson of Idaho speak on his most recent book, Change the World with Prayer.  One of the messages he brought to us was Jesus’ teaching on prayer which is found in what we commonly call the Lord’s Prayer.  I was very much struck by Anderson’s point about this one little, short verse having the word “day”, or a derivative, in it twice.  As he discussed it I was reminded of how the manna that God provided from heaven to the Israelites would spoil after one day.  that really got me thinking.

God promised to provide for the Israelites daily.  The fact that this is a daily event is an important point.  “Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether or not they will walk in My instruction’” (Exodus 16: 4).  The Israelites were specifically precluded from collecting two or three days of manna.  They were supposed to take only enough for each person for one day and then trust God for the bread for the other days.  That is not our way, is it?  The ground was literally littered with manna but God said to gather only a day’s worth and not to keep any of it for the next day.  It would be normal for us to want to collect enough for several days but God said “Let’s see if they will follow my directions.”  “But they did not listen to Moses, and some left part of it until morning, and it bred worms and became foul” (Exodus 16: 20).

Overnight the manna that people saved became inedible.  Years later Jesus taught us to pray for our daily bread.  Yesterday’s bread won’t feed you today.  It was for yesterday.  It was good food for yesterday but you need today’s bread for today.  Thousands of years ago as God tried to get the Israelites to trust Him day to day for their provision He was also laying down a spiritual principle that Jesus picked up and attempted to instill in his followers, including us.  So this is Jesus’ word to us that we need to feed daily on the bread which God provides for us.  But what does this really mean?  Is this spiritual mumbo jumbo or does Jesus mean this literally?  What do you think Jesus is trying to get us to do about daily bread?   

“Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread out of heaven to eat.’”  Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven.  For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world.”  Then they said to Him, “Lord, always give us this bread.”  Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst” (John 6: 30 – 35).

I believe Jesus is teaching us that we need to partake of him daily.  How do you do that, you may ask.  My answer is John 1: 1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  Jesus is the incarnate Word of God so to partake of him we partake of the Word of God.  But wait, there is more.  Blindly reading the Bible is not what I am talking about.  A heathen could sit all day and read the Bible but never partake of Jesus.  Our consumption of the Word is a meditative, contemplative, spiritual ingesting of the person of Jesus Christ as he is found in God’s Word.  There is, to my way of thinking, a big difference between “The Bible” and “The Word” but I will leave that to you to figure out.

At the end of the day, I think Jesus is telling us that God has provided for us just as He did for the Israelites.  Our manna is the living word.  Jesus seems to be teaching us that we must feed on it daily.  Yesterday’s manna is no good for today.  It met yesterday’s need but today is a new day and we need fresh bread.  I promise that Jesus is fresh and appropriate to today’s need.

One last comment.  I only gave you today a excerpt of what Jesus said about being the bread of life.  I strongly recommend that you read the entire sixth chapter of John.  I think it will be a blessing and definitely food for thought.

2308. Thursday, July 14, 2016
Lessons from Walt Disney

from 1/16/14

Psalm 12: 3                             NIV

May the Lord cut off all flattering lips and every boastful tongue that says, “We will triumph with our tongues; we own our lips – who is our master?”
Most people wouldn’t come right out and defy God the way the speaker in today’s verse does but many of us say as much by our actions.  Proverb 3: 6 which teaches us to acknowledge God in all our ways. Verse 5 of that same proverb tells us to not lean on our own understanding but rather to trust God.  Do you see a picture forming here?  We are not to try to excel in our own strength but instead to trust God and lean on Him.  This teaching applies to us all but I think it can be hardest to accept by those people who: 1) have big personalities, or 2) have been successful in their earthly walk.  Now, in order to really progress, they must deal with their egos and personalities.

I recently saw the movie Saving Mr. Banks which is the story of the making of the movie Mary Poppins.  The Disney studios worked with the author of the book series who by all accounts was difficult at best.  At one point I was rather impressed by Walt Disney’s approach.  He, being Walt Disney, had a certain amount of authority, personality and success which he certainly could employ in order to get his way in matters.  In this case, however, he did not try to overcome the difficult author by persuasive speech, his rather impressive record of successes nor did he try to cajole or intimidate her.  This surprised me.  I thought back in my own life as I tried to influence situations and obstinate, even intractable, people through the mere weight and power of my personality, persuasive arguments, reason and whatever other worldly tools were available to me.  Of course, this is not the way the Father is leading us and I find that I end up feeling a little uncomfortable when I have apply these techniques.  Ms. Travers, the author, rather expected Disney to bully her but he didn’t. Instead of pressuring Ms. Travers, he endeavored to know her better.  He sought understanding and wisdom.  Once he did that he could meet her need and still make the picture.  

Our heavenly father would have us learn this same lesson.  We are not called to win or overcome by the power of our personalities or our speaking skills.  We are absolutely never to bully people into compliance nor to deceive them with half-truths and pretty speeches.  There should be absolute honesty in all of our approaches and dealings with people.  These are the children of God.  Even if you don’t like them or they are standing in the way of what you want that does not give you the right to move them against their will or bully them.  Your task is to find out what their need is and fill it.  The person who wins is the one who fills the most needs of other people.

We belong to God.  He owns our mouths and our lips and we reflect on Him with everything we do.  We have a master.  Although our egos may rail at the thought of having a master if we are Christian then it is true.  It is by His grace and His blessing that we are supposed to get the things that we desire.  If we have to do it through the force of our personalities or by persuasion then we are operating in the flesh and outside of God’s will.  This is a hard lesson but one that is so important for us to learn because on the other side is God’s blessing and peace.

2309. Friday, July 15, 2016

The Giver of Bread

Matthew 6:11

Give us this day, our daily bread.

I wrote on this verse earlier this week.  The emphasis then was twofold; first that bread must be received daily rather than weekly and second that Jesus is the bread.  Today I want you to look at the first word of this verse and recall, as you do, that Jesus is teaching on how to pray.

I am struck by this word and this question occurs to me, “Why am I trying to earn a living when Jesus said to ask the Father to “give” me my daily bread?”  It seems from this verse, and all that surrounds it, that providing my daily bread is Dad’s responsibility.  It appears that my responsibility is to appeal to Him and to accept.

People get themselves very confused over whether Jesus’ teachings are metaphorical or literal.  Let me answer that question for you.  Yes!!  They are both.  One of the important lessons I have learned about Jesus and Yahweh is that they never only accomplish one thing.  Dad may direct me to give money to a ministry in order to meet their need but His other goal and maybe even bigger aim is to bless me and meet my needs above and beyond all I can think.  So in this verse Jesus is speaking very literally.  He means for you to ask God to provide your daily sustenance and expect that the Father will.  Jesus also means for you to understand the spiritual principle involved in receiving your daily needs from the Father.  Yahweh is our provider.  He is our source.  Learn to expect Him to meet all of your needs.  Secondly, understand that Jesus is the bread of life and ask the Father every day to give you more of this essential nutrient.

2310. Monday, July 18, 2016
Strength and Courage

from 11/4/09

Psalm 27: 14
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; yes, wait for the Lord.

This is certainly a good verse for teaching about waiting on the Lord.  I was really intrigued, though, over the line, “let your heart take courage.”  I see in those words that we must make a decision to be encouraged.  We have to decide to let our hearts fill with encouragement.  You can choose to be discouraged or you can choose to be encouraged.  Perhaps it takes strength to allow yourself to stand in courage instead of living in discouragement because David tells us to be strong.  Certainly, in waiting on the Lord, you must decide to “faint not.”  That means, don’t give up.  Don’t give up on God or let your faith founder while you are waiting.  Waiting in faith does take backbone.  You have to decide to stand regardless of the appearance of the situation around you.  You must decide to keep on confessing words of faith even when the circumstances appear bleak.  You have to decide to let your heart be filled with courage.  You can even learn to encourage yourself when you don’t have an encourager to do it for you.  You purposefully decide to be of good courage.  You purposefully decide to believe God and his word instead of letting your heart fall into discouragement.  If you have felt discouragement lately, take heart; be of good courage because now you know that you can affect the condition of your heart.  Allow yourself to be encouraged.  Allow your heart to be filled with courage.  The Word of God is the best encourager there is.  Get in there and let your heart be full of the encouragement of the Lord.
2311. Tuesday, July 19, 2016
Dr. Yahweh
Jeremiah 30: 17
For I will restore you to health and I will heal you of your wounds, declares the Lord.

It is never too late to walk in the healing that the Lord has prepared for you.  It is certainly never too late to start declaring that your God, your Father, is a God of healing and health.  In these times it seems there is some catastrophic illness around every corner.  Every winter it seems that there is a new flu that threatens to decimate the human population.  In these times, know that our God is a God who heals and who provides health.  Even once you have become sick or injured, He is still on the job to heal you.  He is a God of restoration.  He can take what is broken and mend it.  He can restore the diseased and infirm to wholeness.  That is the essence of what He has for us, wholeness.  He wants to put you into a place where no sickness, disease or lack of any kind is permitted to deprive you.  And do not forget that He heals wounds as well as curing sickness.  He heals all wounds, even emotional ones.  He will remove the scars from you and restore you to the condition that you enjoyed prior to the injury.  

For your part, you must first believe that He is a God who heals.  Then you invite him to be the Lord over your physical and emotional health.  Give to him all the damage in your body and soul.  Pray asking Him to heal all of the injured parts of your body and life.  If you will let him, he really will meet you at your point of need.  He is love and He loves you dearly.  He wants to help you with the problems that vex you.  Expect Him to do just that and leave the door open for Him to heal you.

2312. Wednesday, July 20, 2016

Couch Potato

Exodus 14: 15

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to Me?  Tell the sons of Israel to go forward.  And as for you, lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go through the midst of the sea on dry land.”

I have been having an interesting conversation with a friend of mine this week.  The gist of it is that as Christians, we sometimes wait around for God to do things for us when He has already provided everything we need.  We live a very passive Christianity when God has in mind a partnership.  Perhaps we do not cognitively think that we can be idle and God will do everything for us but our behaviors indicate that we may believe this is the case.  

Moses and the Israelites certainly had that mentality.  They were backed up to the Red Sea and Pharaoh’s army was closing in.  Can you imagine the wailing and caterwauling that must have been going on?  God said, “Why are you crying out to me?”  In other words, “You have and the sons of Israel have all you need for this situation.  Stretch out your hand and part the sea.”  Wow!  Isn’t that something?  “You lift up your hand”, God says.  

But now, wait a minute.  Haven’t we been taught that we are not supposed to be working in the power of our might?  Absolutely!  But do you really think Moses parted the Red Sea in the power of his might?  Of course not.  This is called moving in the power of God’s might, using your authority in Christ.  This is the secret.  We don’t sit on our hands and wait for God to drop things in our lap because He has given us His name and His authority.  Likewise, we don’t move in our power or wisdom but rather in His.  We are partners with God through Christ Jesus.

I see so many ineffective, powerless Christians and this just ought not be.  Our Father is the big guy, the creator, Yahweh but we go around like orphans.  Look, if you were the child of Queen Elizabeth would you go around like you had no authority?  Of course not but one key is that you would need to understand your authority.  

This is a really big deal.  We need to learn to walk in the power of God.  We must learn to work with the Holy Spirit and live in the blessing of our Lord Jesus.  This is a life of balance, neither relying on our strength nor resigning ourselves to the couch awaiting miracles to fall upon us.  I encourage you to ponder this subject and send us your thoughts.  Perhaps we can have a good dialogue about how this actually works out in real life.

2313. Thursday, July 21, 2016
Lips of Abundance

Proverb 10: 21

The lips of the righteous feed many, but fools die for lack of understanding.

In this proverb Solomon contrasts the righteous and the wicked.  I am gratified to learn that the lips of the righteous feeds many.  I imagine that the lips of the righteous is a blessing which flows out to the city and surrounding area.  Words of righteousness create a wellspring of blessing.  That is really good news.  Now we just have to find a few righteous people.  Righteousness is in Christ Jesus which I will explain in tomorrow’s Word of the Day.

Unfortunately, many of us are surrounded by the fools.  What is the relationship between these two phrases?  It must be that the lips of fools bring famine and lack.  I completely believe that.  So here is the problem.  If you are working in an organization full of people who lack understanding, then you are going to corporately experience famine.  Even worse, this verse says that fools die because of this lack of understanding.  What then do you think is the net effect on the organization of which they are a part?  The worst part of this is that there are churches which operate under a complete lack of understanding.  

Why does Solomon use these words and why does he use them together?  First, I think he is telling us that not submitting ourselves individually and corporately to teaching is foolishness and leads to malnutrition and ultimately to death.  Fools are those who are unwilling to be educated.  They know everything and no one can teach them anything.  Wise leaders are constantly learning and the wisest of leaders provide learning opportunities for their people.  

How many people do you know who subject themselves to a program of learning?  How many people defy the teachings of their bosses and even their pastors.  Sure, no person knows everything but there are people with much wisdom and knowledge.  No matter how much we think we know, we can still be instructed.  There is always someone who can lead us into greater truth.

If you are the smartest and most knowledgeable person in your sphere then you need desperately to widen your sphere.  Don’t be foolish.  Don’t continue in a lack of understanding.  Find teachers and voraciously consume all you can.  The key question is not whether or not you agree.  The key is always, “Father, what can you teach me from this?”  Be a student all the days of your life and add prosperity and abundance to your life and those around you.
2314. Friday, July 22, 2016

Rightness

2 Corinthians 5: 21

NIV
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Isn’t this just amazing??  God took the sinless Jesus and turned him into sin for us.  Then He took the righteousness of Jesus and gave it to us.  Wow!  Jesus was righteous, who would argue with that, but in this substitutionary miracle we became the righteousness of God.  So how does this work?  

Well, the key words are “in him”.  Those who are “in” Christ have become the righteousness of God, but what does this really mean?  We are all saved, does that mean we are all righteous?  Does that mean we all act like we are righteous?  Can you be saved and not be “in” Jesus?  

Righteousness means that we have right standing with God.  It does not mean that we always act right, that we always do the things we ought to do.  It also does not mean moral conduct.  If you look up the word righteousness in a dictionary you will get that idea but it takes Jesus out of the equation.  It is a worldly view.  Jesus took (became) our burden of sin so that we could stand in the presence of God clean and pure.  It is not about anything we have done or will do.  You can’t act righteous.  You can only “be” righteous and that is entirely about what Jesus did for us.

I am listening to a song as I type these words and the lyric speaks directly to this miracle of righteousness: “For now there is no condemnation, I am under the blood of the lamb.”  That is the key, Jesus’ blood paid the price of our sin that we can stand sinless before God.  That is just amazing to me.  Knowing how we behave sometimes, God worked out this plan for us to be able to be with Him sinless and whole.  The key is being “in Christ” and thank God for our savior.
2315. Monday, July 25, 2016

The Hardest Job

Proverb 22: 6

(NIV)

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.

Every parent confronts a big challenge in raising their children.  It has always been a difficult job.  God knows it too.  He has had a time with disobedient children.  That is why He has so constantly sent us prophets and teachers to lead us.  Now He has even sent us His own Holy Spirit to be our teacher and our guide.  God knows that if we will receive His teaching that it will guide us all the days of our lives.  He also sent His son to be an example for us.

In the same way, we raise our own children.  It is not enough to just tell them what they have done wrong.  We must also tell them when they have done well.  We must teach them the difference between right and wrong and help them to make right choices.  The most powerful thing we can do for the children in our lives is to set a good example for them just as Jesus did for us.  When they see us pray and read our bible, then they learn how life is to be lived.  And don’t just read a Bible to them and talk to them about Christ.  Live it in front of them.  Read your Bible for you.  If you don’t want your children to lie, don’t lie.  If you don’t want them to steal, don’t steal.  Whatever principles guide your life will be the model for them.  When you raise your children on Biblical principles they will always have that strength and truth to lean on and to guide them.  

It is the toughest job there is to be a parent and there is not a parent out there who couldn’t use the help of the Lord.  Parenting is the hardest and most important job you will ever have.  Let God lead you and let the Bible be your resource manual.  If you raise your children in the Word, they will continue in the Word.  Even when they are older and out of your house, they will always have that Word in their hearts directing and keeping them.

2316. Tuesday, July 26. 2016

Shipping is Free

2 Samuel 22: 31

NLT
“God’s way is perfect. All the Lord’s promises prove true. He is a shield for all who look to him for protection.

I want to look, this week, at how we walk in the blessings of God.  If God has blessed us, if the Word is true then why don’t our lives look more blessed than they sometimes do?  This question has plagued me personally and professionally for years but I believe I am beginning to have a revelation into the answer.  I would like to use a couple of personal illustrations to demonstrate how we can live in the promises of God and even how a blessed person can miss them.

Last week I was fortunate to get to go bike riding several days.  On Saturday I went for a fairly long ride over new territory.  I was psyched to go to this new place and spent time Friday getting my water, food and clothes ready for a long day of cycling.  I missed one preparation step though and I paid for it.  I forgot to pray.

Now, how does a minister of the gospel forget to pray?  I have my own theories on that but it is really bad.  You see, God has made me many promises.  In fact, every single promise that He ever made to anyone is mine if I choose because God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10: 34) which means that He does not show favoritism.  What He has ever done for anyone else He will also do for me or for you.  Therefore, every promise in the Bible is mine.

Now then, today’s verse, along with many others, tells us that God is a shield for all who look to Him for protection.  His promise has been tested and proven true.  How can it be, then, that I fell on my Saturday ride and scraped up my elbow?  Where was my protection from God?  Why did my bubble of protection not keep me unscathed?  As I am sure you have discerned, the protection never settled on me because I never prayed.  I never received that promise.  Today’s verse says that, “God is a shield for all who look to him for protection.”  Well duh, I never looked to Him for protection.  I just jumped on my bike and took off in the power of my might.  What an idiot!  Don’t copy me.  Cover yourself, clothe yourself every day in God’s protective power.  

God isn’t assumptive or controlling.  He has given you and me authority and decision making power.  He says, “Okay, here is a protective shield.  Put it on if you choose.”  We have autonomy.  That autonomy has a price though.  We have decision making power, and that is great, but it also means that His promises are not automatic.  They are all activated by our choices.  This is how a friend of mine explains it, “We wait for something to happen, or be handed to us, rather than working hard and reaching for things ourselves. It’s like lying on the sofa, asking for someone to bring us a drink. IT’S IN THE KITCHEN, GET UP AND GET IT!!!!! God’s blessing are there, within our power to have, we are just too lazy to get them.”  I think this friend has a revelation.  God has already stocked the refrigerator with all the drinks we could ever want or need.  We have only to go open the door and take what we want.

All of God’s promises are yea and Amen (2 Corinthians 1: 20) which means that He has already said “Yes.”  However, we have a role to play.  We must appropriate these blessings for ourselves.  The warehouse is stocked; it is full.  Now just write out your requisition form and have what you need and want shipped to you.  Shipping is free.

2317. Wednesday, July 27, 2016

Partnered with Christ

Psalm 25: 12

Who is the man who fears the Lord?  He will instruct him in the way he should choose.

First let us begin with a small reminder.  There is no reason to be afraid of the Lord our God and father.  This fear is more akin to a reverential awe.  I personally read it as, “Who is the one who loves the Lord?”  I think of this as applying to the person who is living in and with the Lord.  Those who so do will be instructed by the Lord.  God will show such a person the profitable path, the way he should choose.

I want to use another illustration today to demonstrate the idea of partnering with God in our lives.  This partnership means that we are neither exercising our own might and power nor sitting on our hands waiting for God to drop everything in our lives.

Last week I was praying over a house.  I was asking the Father to abide in the property and beseeching the Holy Spirit to saturate every molecule of the house with his presence.  As I prayed I kept hearing the words “abide” and “saturate” repeating in my head.  Well, isn’t that what I just prayed?  Then I realized that the words were not coming from me but from Father God.  He was telling me to abide in the space I was praying over.  “Set up a desk here and work in this space.  Reside here, abide.  Next, if you want the Holy Spirit to saturate this space then you saturate it with prayer and anointed music.  Sit here and pray.  Let your prayers saturate the walls.”  As I received this message I remembered some of the old churches I have been in.  As soon as you walk into them you can feel the presence of the Holy Spirit.  Westminster Abbey was the most amazing in this respect but I remember going into an old country church and feeling that anointing.  I remember thinking that one could feel the generations of prayers which had been offered in that building.  The prayers of the saints had saturated the walls and the pews.  

The point, though, is that through prayer, through connecting with God, He told me what to do for that property.  You see, I prayed and then He told me what to do.  He has a part to do and I have a part to do.  When we begin our days, projects and work with Christ, then we will walk in the way we should.  He will direct our paths.  This is how we work in harness with Jesus, this is the way of partnership.  

2318. Thursday, July 28, 2016

Partner Meeting

1 Thessalonians 5: 17

Pray without ceasing.

Now what does this have to do with our partnership with Christ?  In yesterday’s Word of the Day I shared how Father gave me insight and answers while I prayed.  Now, what if I want that divine insight and wisdom all day long?  Well, pray all the time, right?

I am increasingly impressed that our part of many situations is simply prayer.  However, there are times when there is more for us to do.  It is through prayer that Dad tells us what to do.  He wants to lead us every minute of every day and the way He can do that is through our vigilance in prayer.

One of the cultural problems we encounter is that we have built prayer up to a formal event.  Read what David wrote and you will appreciate that prayer was never meant to be ritualistic.  It is the common communication between you and your father.  It has to be familiar rather than formal if we are to pray without ceasing.  

Another element of prayer is making ourselves receptive to His voice.  We also use the time in prayer to give Him the authority in every situation.  This is when you can put the problem in His “inbox” (see the Word of the Day for June 4, 2014 and October 19, 2015).  We need to invite God into our every part of our lives and day and then we need to let Him work out the problems and tasks for us.  In prayer give Him your projects and then begin to thank Him and praise Him for the result.  And do this all day long, without ceasing.  This is your perpetual partner meeting.
2319. Friday, July 29, 2016

The Body

Philippians 1:27

Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; . . . standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.

I find this any interesting passage from Paul’s letter written from prison to the faithful in Philippi.  Can you imagine a minister writing this today?  It is a bit harder to imagine because the situation is different.  Perhaps if you started a church in a foreign place you might write such a thought.  I think there is another difference also.  I believe today we pastors, teachers and evangelists speak to audiences of one.  We attempt to teach each person who he or she should endeavor to be rather than speaking to the body corporately.  It truly makes me wonder how much of a body we honestly are.  

A body is more than a collection of individual parts.  While a body is a union of many parts all of those constituent parts work together to perform.  Can we say that a body is like a machine?  Each of the parts have their individual function but all of those functions are for the furthering of a greater purpose which is the greater goal.  Different components of our cars do different functions but it is in their collective that a car serves its greater function.  This is what Paul was speaking to.

Paul wasn’t preaching to each member individually.  He wrote to the body.  He wanted to them to stand in unison with one goal, one mind and one purpose.  Do you ever wonder what our greater purpose is or where you may fit in to the body?  This is why ministers try to get you to partner with them.  Partnership with each other is much, much more than financial support.  It is a sincere effort to gather all of our separate parts together so that together we can fulfill our greater purpose.  Our individualism sometimes causes us to be separate and even breeds loneliness.  While we honor the individual it is also true we are most fulfilled and satisfied in togetherness.

I am not asking you, today, to do anything specific.  Perhaps today’s devotion causes you to think, maybe it stimulates a prayer.  I think it is important, though, that we see ourselves as part of a group; that we understand that our strength is not only in our relationship with our God but also in our unity with each other.  God didn’t call just you.  He didn’t call just me.  He called us and we stand together as the Body of Christ.

2320. Monday, August 1, 2016
Beyond Normal
from 11/9/09

1 Corinthians 3: 3
[F]or you are still fleshly.  For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?

Paul seems to say here that he did not expect us to walk as mere men.  He expected more of us.  We are expected us to walk like Christ.  Paul could tell that his disciples were not walking in the Way because there was still jealousy and strife among them.  He berated them as fleshly babies but then attempted to draw them up to their true calling.  They were to leave fleshly desires and behaviors behind and come up to a higher walk.  Paul actually expected them to walk in a way that was above normal life.  Honestly, most of the things that people strive over or are jealous about are temporal.  They generally are not important in the grand scheme of things.  When you have your eyes on the things above, it helps you tolerate the things of the world.  Set your gaze on things above and let the things of this world slip beneath your feet.  Don’t get caught up in the things of this world and you will find it easier to be kind to other people and jealousy and envy will no longer plague you.

2321. Tuesday, August 2, 2016 

A Kingdom in a Seed

from 11/10/09

Mark 4: 30 – 32
And He said, “How shall we picture the Kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it?  It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon the soil, yet when it is sown, grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms large branches; so that the birds of the air can nest under its shade.”

Jesus was trying to illustrate the Kingdom of God for us.  He compared the Kingdom of God to a seed, and not just any seed, but the smallest of all seeds.  He tells us, though, that once this seed is sown, it yields the greatest harvest of any seed of the garden.  The mustard plant not only yields a food crop, as do the other garden plants, but it also provides shelter and protection for the birds.  God is telling us that we need sow only a small seed in order to reap a large harvest, a harvest which will provide our food as well as our protection and shelter.  Everything we need is contained in that small seed.  Operating in the Kingdom of God is easier and more fruitful than operating in the world.  The world is like the rest of the garden where you labor and yet reap a smaller crop.  The Kingdom of God operates in faith and efficiency.  You can sow smaller seeds and yet gain all that you need.  

As you meditate on this scripture, you will find more and more depth in it.  Read it then think about it then re-read it.  Remember, this is Jesus trying to demonstrate the Kingdom of God to us so it is probably in our interest to glean all of the understanding from this that we can.

2322. Wednesday, August 3, 2016

Prayer Time

Daniel 6: 10

And he continued kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God.

This verse used to really impress me.  I was, and still am, humbled by Daniel’s devotion to God and to prayer.  However, I have a new revelation of prayer, and perhaps you do too.  Last week we considered 1 Thessalonians 5: 17 which says, “Pray without ceasing.”  Well, if praying three times a day is impressive, how much more is praying without ceasing?

While I still applaud Daniel, it is true that this is an Old Testament view of prayer.  Prayer no longer need be a formalized, ritualistic event.  Don’t misunderstand me, there is nothing wrong with going into your prayer closet, kneeling or whatever you do, and praying.  It’s all good and even to be encouraged but if you are going to move into new dispensation prayer and pray without ceasing then you are going to have to adopt some other methodologies.  Consider Ephesians 6:18: “pray at all times”.  What?  How are we to do that?

The key is in the words I did not reveal to you from Ephesians 6: 18.  The rest of the quote is, “in the Spirit.”  There is our super-power.  You see, in Daniel’s time the Spirit of God had not been poured out yet.  We need to learn to walk in the Spirit, worship in the Spirit and pray in the Spirit.  This is exactly what Jesus had in mind when he said, “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you” (John 16: 7).  The apostles must have thought Jesus was crazy in saying that it was to their advantage that he leave but Jesus understood about life in the Spirit.  He knew what it would mean to us and how the Spirit’s coming would change everything.

So there we are.  Rather than praying three times a day, pray all day; pray without ceasing.  Do you think this will change your life?

2323. Thursday, August 4, 2016

The Seeker

from 11/11/09

Matthew 6: 33
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things shall be added to you.

One encounter with God can change your life forever.  Having an encounter with God is worth everything.  There really is nothing greater than a touch from Him.  But how do we find god in our everyday lives?  We must seek Him.  When we seek Him, we find Him.  In Him is the answer to every question we have as well as every need.  Our job is to seek Him out and it is His job to provide us with the resources we need.  Everything we need, want or desire is in Him.  Seek Him with all your heart, all your mind and all your strength and he will give you the desires of your heart.  He will be everything you need or want.  His touch will fill your heart and heal your hurts.  This type of seeking requires commitment and surrender though.  If you will be determined to seek Him out, you will most definitely find Him.  Seek Him in His word and through your prayers.  He will be found by you.

2324. Friday, August 5, 2016
Believers?

Psalm 5: 6

Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He delivered them out of their distresses.

As the infamous Joan Rivers used to say, “Can we talk?”  Between you and me, we are distressed from time to time, are we not?  You can be honest with me.  I know that you, like me, hurt and are troubled.  We keep a brave face on but truly there are times we just have nothing left to give anyone.  Those we have tried to help, those we have prayed for are the very authors of our distress.  They take our obedience to our Lord and abuse us with it.  

Do you think that our mothers and fathers of the faith did not also feel as we do; did not suffer the same severe doubt, sorrow and anguish that we do?  Sure they did, so how did they become giants of faith and loyal to the Father?

Sooner or later we all have to make a decision.  We have to choose whether or not we are going to believe God or not.  Even more significantly, are we going to believe the Word?  If I cannot believe the Word, if I have not made a solid decision to believe what it says then where shall I go for comfort?  As for me, I have decided that God is not a man that He should lie (Numbers 23: 19).  Has He said it and will not do it?

Today’s verse says that they cried out to the Lord and He delivered them.  So, do we believe this or do we not?  Do we believe that if we cry out to the Lord He will deliver us?  Are we believers or not?
2325. Monday, August 8, 2016

Rightful Reliance

Habakkuk 2: 4

Behold, as for the proud one, his soul is not right within him; but the righteous will live by his faith.

There are quite a few observations we can receive from the prophet Habakkuk.  One of the first is that the proud person and the righteous person are not one in the same.  That may seem obvious but perhaps we have not yet made that connection intellectually.  We can be either arrogant or righteous but not both.  

Secondly, Habakkuk tells us that an arrogant or proud person is not right on the inside.  There is something amiss in their soul.  This is really tragic.  There is damage on the inside and this damage or unresolved injury prevents this person from being righteous.  Now in the New Testament, Jesus is our righteousness so one might argue that righteousness still belongs to the arrogant or self-centered person because of Jesus.  The problem with that argument is that this righteousness, which was purchased for us by Jesus, must still be received.  The arrogant person can no more receive the grace of God’s righteousness through Jesus than he was able to do under the old covenant.  God has always been the source of righteousness.  We must die to self, take our eyes off of ourselves and live unto Christ if we want to walk in the blessing of Christ.  All the blessings are provided for us but they are “in Christ” where we too are supposed to be.  We cannot be into ourselves and into Christ.  One might even ask how a person can be a Christian, a follower of The Way, with eyes, motivation and passion focused on oneself instead of on the Christ.

Lastly, the self-absorbed person cannot live by faith.  Faith is in the rightness provided for us in Christ Jesus.  That means that an arrogant person cannot also be a person of faith.  This person, even if he confesses to be a Christian will be unable to live and walk under the umbrella of faith.  Faith begins with Jesus.  Faith comes through an end to self-reliance and a surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  Faith comes by hearing and hearing comes by the Word of Christ (Romans 10: 17).  Faith, therefore, requires submission to the person of Jesus.  Faith requires that we put our egos, ideas, thoughts, reasonings and truly all that we are behind the words of Christ.  That necessarily means that we cannot be self-absorbed, self-impressed or self-sustaining and also reliant on the person and words of Jesus.  We must take the idol of our intellect off of the throne of our hearts and ensconce Jesus there.  

Not one of us wants to admit that we are arrogant because only fools are such.  Whatsmore, I may find it quite easy to lie to myself in this regard, but here is the question I must consider, that is, not whether I believe or think myself to be arrogant but rather what others may say about me.  If I can be completely honest with myself do I suspect that others might find me self-impressed.  Oh dear God in heaven, save me from myself.  Repentance brings the oil of gladness and repentance means nothing more than turning and going the other way, it means a change of heart, a change of mind.  It does not mean travail or moaning and groaning.  Just let Jesus and his word change your way of thinking.  Be saved by the renewal of your thoughts, by the refreshing of your mind and be free from the burden of yourself.

2326. Tuesday, August 9, 2016

Mite or Might

Mark 12: 42 - 44

And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent.  And calling His disciples to Him, He said to the, “Truly I say to you, his poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.”

This is a familiar story to many of you.  None the less, I am hoping we can allow this narrative, and its meaning, to sink deeper into our spirits today.  This woman’s act certainly got Jesus’s attention.  Why?

There was nothing to be criticized in what the other contributors did but there was something different about the donation of the widow.  What was so special about what she did that it caused Jesus to stop and comment?  Here is another question – why in the world did she give her last penny, what was it that caused her to give all that she had?  That which she gave was all that she had to live on.  Think about that for a moment.  Better still, try to put yourself in her position.  If you didn’t have much how would you feel about giving to anyone, even the Lord?  What if all you had was your last dime?  Could you, would you put your last farthing in the till?  I confess that I would find that a difficult thing to do.  Our natural impulse is to take care of ourselves first.  

Let’s try to get into this woman’s head?  What was it about this lady that caused her to toss her last centavo into the plate knowing she would have nothing later with which to buy bread?  Wasn’t this almost like signing her own death warrant?   Maybe she wasn’t absorbed with taking care of herself first because she knew that it was not her job to meet her needs.  Could that possibly be the case?  Could it possibly be that her love for the Lord was greater than her self-preservation instinct?  How about this, was she, perhaps, trying to meet her need by sowing into the kingdom?  Did this Jewish woman know, in her heart, something few modern day believers understand?  That penny wasn’t worth much as provision but it was invaluable as seed.  Jesus taught us that the entire kingdom of God is contained in the smallest of seeds (Mark 4: 30 – 32).  

I do not know what inspired this woman but I do know that it was a significant enough event that Jesus called his disciples over to witness it.  It certainly is a humbling passage.  Although Jesus made a point of isolating the incident for his disciples and for us, he did little to explain it.  Perhaps this is one of the points in our walk with Jesus which he designed as a “Selah” moment, a time to pause and reflect.  Maybe the full account of this event is meant to be explained by the Lord himself in the still, quietness of our hearts.  One thing is for sure, this woman and her unselfish gift live on in distinction and are a quiet testimony to each of us.

2327. Thursday, August 11, 2016

Compassion

Isaiah 54: 9 – 10

“For this is like the days of Noah to Me; when I swore that the waters of Noah should not flood the earth again, so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you, nor will I rebuke you.  For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, but My lovingkindness will not be removed from you, and My covenant of peace will not be shaken,” says the Lord who has compassion on you.
Jesus was often moved by compassion.  Often we think of this as simply and emotion that Jesus experienced but in truth it was so much more.  You may hear people talk of the angry God of the Old Testament.  Well, here is irrefutable evidence that God is not angry with you.  He loves you and is compassionate.

This is the compassion that moved Jesus to heal and bless people.  He was moved by the compassion of his father.  Through the prophet Isaiah God delivered a promise of compassion and lovingkindness.  By the time Jesus graced the earth God’s heart of compassion was well established.  God, the Father, gave us a covenant of peace, not of anger.  This is why Jesus is the Prince of peace.  He is an extension and expression of his father.

God certainly had every reason to be angry with His people.  He would be completely justified in being angry with us as well but He chose love, compassion and peace instead.  It wasn’t an angry God that sent His only son here to die for us.  Love nailed Jesus to that cross.

You are encapsulated in a covenant of peace with the creator.  Let this be your revelation.  Peace surrounds you and even if the mountains shake still God’s lovingkindness will remain with you.  His love will never forsake you.
2328. Friday, August 12, 2016

Savings Plan


Genesis 41: 29 - 30

“Behold, seven years of great abundance are coming in all the land of Egypt; and after them seven years of famine will come, and all the abundance will be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine will ravage the land.

As you know, Pharaoh appointed Joseph to be this overseer and there was no one in all of Egypt with more power, position and authority than Joseph save Pharaoh himself. Joseph collected 1/5 of all that was produced during the abundant years and stored it for the coming famine years. When the famine came it was as severe as the dreams predicted. If not for Joseph’s savings plan, the years of famine would have completely swallowed up the years of abundance.

Isaac, in the time of famine, sowed and reaped a hundredfold in that same year (Genesis 26:12). This is one of the reasons I believe in tithing, even in the lean times. We know from other scripture that the tithe is 10 percent. So if you take this and combine it with the wisdom God gave Joseph you come out with: tithe ten percent and save twenty percent.  That is pretty aggressive, especially by today's standards.  My advice with tithing and saving is, do it.  If you really can't do these percentages now, just begin somewhere.  You know, you can pray to your Father and He may tell you to save ten percent.  That is between you two but I firmly believe He would have you on a savings plan and only an idiot would say that God does not expect you to tithe.

Our confidence must still be placed firmly in the Lord, not in our savings account. We need to follow His wisdom for our lives but He is not a God of foolishness. He is the God of the harvest. There is no harvest, however, without first the season of sowing. Further, every good farmer knows that you don’t eat all of your harvest. You must set aside part of the crop as seed for next year’s crop.

Let this example of an anointed man of God inspire you but also go to God for specific instruction for your life. Then develop your savings and giving plan according to God’s specifications. Allow Him to lead you in abundance so that you can avoid times of famine.

2329. Monday, 15, 2016

The Gracious Hand of the Lord

Nehemiah 2: 8

And because the gracious hand of my God was upon me, the king granted my requests.

Wouldn’t be wonderful to have our request granted by the people that we need favor with?  My first thought upon reading this was, “Why was the hand of God on Nehemiah?”  then I remembered a passage from Ezra.  In chapter 7, verses 9 & 10 we find that “the gracious hand of his God was on him.  For Ezra devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the Lord.”  I believe we have found the secret.

One question we may pose is, is the gracious hand of the Lord a reward for the studious observance of God’s Word or is it that grace just follows those who abide in the Word of God.  I believe the latter is the correct answer but in reality, what difference does it make?  If we know that favor and success follow those who are studious to discover and diligent to do all that the Lord has taught then that is, I believe, enough.  

Gracious in the Hebrew means to: bend or stoop in kindness to an inferior; to favor, bestow, to show favor and mercy.  In other words, the graciousness of God causes Him to come down to our level in order to give us mercy and favor.  The favor from God causes all people to see us in a pleasing light such that our petitions are granted. It seems like a very good deal that we have received.  If we will devote ourselves to the study and observance of God’s teachings, then we shall have favor and good success with all people. 

2330. Tuesday, August 16, 2016

Stormy Waters

from 11/13/09
Mark 4: 35 – 41
 35 On that day, when evening came, He said to them, "Let us go over to the other side." 

 36Leaving the crowd, they took Him along with them in the boat, just as He was; and other boats were with Him. 

 37And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were breaking over the boat so much that the boat was already filling up. 

 38Jesus Himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke Him and said to Him, "Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?" 

 39And He got up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, "Hush, be still." And the wind died down and it became perfectly calm. 

 40And He said to them, "Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?" 

 41They became very much afraid and said to one another, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?" 

Don’t you just love this story?  It is so out of our realm of experience.  The storm they encountered out on the sea was obviously a big storm because waves were crashing over the boat and filling it with water.  There were gale force winds.  That is not the time most of us want to be out on the ocean.  First of all, Jesus was just sleeping through it.  That is amazing enough but then when his disciples awoke him, he actually rebuked them for their lack of faith.  He was disappointed that they were afraid.  Now how many of us would also have been afraid if we were in that kind of storm while on the sea?  And yet Jesus tells us that we should not be afraid nor should his disciples have been.  We are supposed to counter frightening circumstances with faith instead of fear.  Isn’t that remarkable?  Jesus did not even seem to think that the storm required a lot of faith to overcome.  He accused his disciples of having no faith.  You would think that hanging out with Jesus would cause his disciples to have great faith but they were even more afraid of him than they were the storm.  They began to learn what he could do but they were not learning yet that it was his faith in the father that was the source of it all.  Jesus expected the disciples to take care of that storm using the same faith that was available to him.  What does that say for us?  We must all learn to utilize that same faith that has been given to us through the son and the Holy Spirit.  First by reading and meditating on this story and others like it, we can begin to become familiar with the level of faith that is available and even expected of us.  We cannot begin to walk in this level of faith until we accept the idea that this kind of faith is possible to us.  You cannot have what you cannot believe for and you cannot believe for that which you cannot fathom.  Therefore, the first thing for us to do is to begin to wrap our minds around the concept of an enlightened faith walk. That is a harder task than it may first sound like because there are so many people who just cannot believe past the end of their noses.  They won’t want you believing big either so they will attempt to discourage you.  My advice is to follow Jesus example rather than theirs.  I just think that you would rather walk like he did than anyone else you know.  Set your eyes on him as your example and begin to tell yourself that all things are possible to those who believe.

2331. Wednesday, August 17, 2016

What we Need


from 11/12/09

Psalm 105: 4
Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face continually.

If you need strength today, it is in the Lord.  You do not even have to seek strength just seek Him.  All of the wisdom and knowledge you need are in Him also, so when you seek Him you gain all of the strength you need as well as every other thing you need.  Really, all of life can begin to boil down to this concept because if we will seek Him he will give us all that we need in every arena of life.  He is willing and able to assist you in every single area of your life.  From locating your misplaced keys to the wisdom you need in making an important decision, He is there to assist you.  Seek His face continually and He will fill your life with His very essence wherein all good things exist.

2332. Thursday, August 18, 2016

Forlorn, Weeping and Mourning

Psalm 35: 11 – 16


NIV

Ruthless witnesses come forward; they question me on things I know nothing about.  They repay me evil for good and leave my soul forlorn.  Yet when they were ill, I put on sackcloth and humbled myself with fasting.  When my prayers returned to me unanswered, I went about mourning as though for my friend or brother, I bowed my head in grief as though weeping for my mother.  But when I stumbled, they gathered in glee; attackers gather against me when I was unaware.  They slandered me without ceasing.  Like the ungodly they maliciously mocked; they gnashed their teeth at me.

David wrote this psalm from his soul.  His anguish is evident.  Although we don’t have King Saul hunting us down and trying to kill us at every turn, none the less, I feel confident that most of us have experience with the emotions and thoughts David was experiencing.  

David loved Saul.  He served him faithfully.  What was his reward?  Jealousy, suspicion and unwarranted aggression.  Can you relate to that?  The very person you spend your blood and breath praying for is the one who hurls the javelin at you.  When they are sick, when they are hurting, you put on your sackcloth and pray in earnest, even in deep travail for them.  You pour out your soul to God on their behalf and then at the first opportunity they plot your demise.  It just does not seem right, does it?  Sometimes the people that you help the most turn on you.  Notice also that these people who repay our good with evil are not the ungodly.  David writes that they act like the ungodly.  They are likely the people who know better.  

These people, these accusers do not tell the truth either.  We know that because David called them slanderers.  People will lie about you, will frame things in a less than favorable light in order to misconstrue and to give others a wrong impression of you.  They are masters at deception and will easily lead others astray so that the naïve will believe their rhetoric although it is all false.

It will take three installments of the Word of the Day to go through the 35th Psalm and see how David dealt with this issue.  I think it is worth the time to follow David through this experience.  Hopefully by the end you will have a new revelation on this situation.  At the very least you will know that you are not alone and will likely feel akin to David.

2333. Friday, August 19, 2016

Rescue Me!

Psalm 35: 17 – 20, 23 -24

NIV

Lord, how long will you look on?  Rescue my life from their ravages, my precious life from these lions.  I will give you thanks in the great assembly; among throngs of people I will praise you.  Let not those gloat over me who are my enemies without cause; let not those who hate me without reason maliciously wink the eye, they do not speak peaceably, but devise false accusations against those who live quietly in the land.  

23 Awake, and rise to my defense!  Contend for me, my God and Lord.  24 Vindicate me in your righteousness O Lord my God.

Yesterday we saw David forlorn and depressed.  He moaned under the weight of his grief.  In today’s portion of Psalm 35 we see David beginning to transition.  He is beginning to look for the answer and he knows that his God is the answer.  He recognizes God as his vindicator and his own role as praising and thanking the Lord for his salvation.

As you listen to David’s words you may think that his problems are not that different from our own.  Perhaps we would be well advised to view our role in the battle in the same way as does David.  David understood the lesson from 2 Chronicles 20: 12 – 25.  In this great adventure the people learned how to fight a battle.  God told them, “You need not fight in this battle”  (v. 17).  Instead they gave themselves over to praise and thanksgiving while God routed the enemy for them.  They didn’t even go down to where the battle took place.  They stood on the high ground and praised their God.

Maybe your tormentor, like King Saul, seems misled and unreasonable.  That is what David had to contend with.  He said his enemies hated him without cause or reason.  It is said of Saul that he was influenced by an evil spirit, or that he suffered from a mental disorder.  Those who plague us have their own issues.  Often, probably most often, their suffering is the genesis for the agony they cause us.  This, I believe, is why Jesus taught us to pray for those who persecute us. (Matthew 5: 44).  They have their own pain and it is that hurt that causes them to persecute us without cause.  

So what do we have to say to these things.  Look to God to be your vindicator.  Stand in trust.  Pray to the Lord your God giving Him praise and thanksgiving.  Sing to Him with a glad heart for all that He is.  Expect Him to rescue your precious life from the roaring lion.  Stand and see the glory of the Lord.

2334. Monday, August 22, 2016

Recovery

Psalm 35: 26 – 28

NIV

May all who gloat over my distress be put to shame and confusion; may all who exalt themselves over me be clothed with shame and disgrace.  May those who delight in my vindication shout for joy and gladness; may they always say, “The Lord be exalted, who delights in the well-being of his servant.”  My tongue will speak of your righteousness and of your praises all day long.

It has taken three days to share with you the insight and emotional outpouring of David which is found in the 35th Psalm.  I wanted to give you this psalm because I know that we all have been in David’s shoes emotionally.

One of the key points we can glean from this passage is that David knew his Bible.  In this passage he essentially prayed Genesis 12: 3 which reads, “I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.”   It is always wise to pray the promises God has already given us.  Where there is a passage which relates to our circumstance then we already know God’s will.  In this case, all we have to do is line up our prayer with the promise God has already given.  

The other point which I think is key is to notice how David ends this Psalm.  He was certainly in great distress and poured out his heart to God but when he gets to the end he has reached the point of declaring God’s greatness.  That is one of the keys to David’s success and to his great relationship with God.  There are other psalms wherein David begins with a recitation of his troubles but always at the end he has laid his problem at the throne of God and taken up his instrument to sing praises to the Most High.  This is a very valuable lesson.  It is acceptable to lament your woes.  It is okay to tell God your troubles and your feelings, but do not end your conversation there.  Keep communicating with God until you reach the praise and thanksgiving stage.  Keep praying until your trust in His saving grace has returned to you.  Remember too, that our New Testament instruction from Jesus is to pray for our tormentors.  Their actions will return to them because of the bad seed they have sown.  However, we now have the power and authority to even save them from themselves because in Jesus we can pray for their healing and a reversal of their fortunes.  It certainly is not the easiest thing in the world to do but we have Jesus, and in him all things are possible, even praying for our enemies.  

2335. Tuesday, August 23, 2016

Sunshine

Job 11: 16 – 17

For you would forget your trouble, as waters that have passed by, you would remember it.  And your life would be brighter than noonday; darkness would be like the morning.

This is how I think it is best to conclude our thoughts and musings over Psalm 35.  We have a vindicator.  Better still, we have a father who loves us with an infinite love.  In the end, we win.  There may be sorrow today but the sun will arise in the morning.  Then your grief, your woe will be as the waters of the river.  Yesterday’s water is long gone and with it your remembrance of yesterday’s distress.  The sun will shine on you again.  So bright will your life be that even your darkness is as bright as the morning sun.

This is God, the Father’s will for you.  He wants to be light in a dark place for you.  He wants to rescue you from your deepest depression.  He wants to give you wings to that you can change your plight to flight.  He will give you wings of eagles with which you cease flapping and learn to soar.

For our part, we have to increase in trust and decrease in control.  There is ultimate power in surrender but oh, what a strong person it takes to surrender their will to God.  Ego is a sounding death knell and that bell tolls for us.  

What does it take to actually install God on the throne of our lives?  How do we surrender our will and our brilliance to the degree that there is room for Him to work in our lives?  Our miracles are in our cessation of managing our lives.  Once we finally learn how to let go and allow Yahweh to actually function as the God of our lives, then we will live in peace, power and harmony.  This is my prayer for you today.

2336. Wednesday, August 24, 2016

Balance Beam

Proverb 21: 17 – 18

NIV
He who loves pleasure will become poor; whoever loves wine and oil will never be rich.  

Wow!  That is a powerful statement.  We have become very developed in seeking pleasure whether it is our TV time, our hobbies, food, drink, vacations, or any of a number of pleasures.  There is a place for recreation, no doubt.  There is a time for play and there is also a time for work.  Ecclesiastes teaches us that there is a time for everything (3:1).  Solomon isn’t denying that in today’s proverb, after all, he was also the author of Ecclesiastes.  The point I believe Solomon is trying to convey is that using our energy in seeking pleasure is a vain activity which leads, ultimately, to emptiness.  We even work to fulfill our pleasures but there must be things of substance in this life and in this world which would give us much greater satisfaction that simply chasing pleasure.  

Of course, the clear point that Solomon makes is that this seeking after pleasure will lead us to poverty and this is from the richest man to ever live upon the earth, even to this day.  Solomon was so rich that he didn’t even bother with silver.  I accept what Solomon suggests here but also speculate that the endless search for fulfillment in pleasure leads to an impoverished lifestyle.  I mean to say that perhaps this person’s poverty does not see him living on the streets and begging at soup kitchens but that he is none the less very poor in spirit, in friends, in fulfilment, in rewarding relationships with his family, and a plethora of other ways.  

The one pleasure that Solomon highlights in this passage is the desire for wine and oil.  There are so many among us whose life seeps away at the bottom of a wine glass.  Their ambition for more fruitful pursuits is swallowed up by the pleasure they seek in that glass.  Time, which is such a valuable commodity, gets wasted when much good could have been done.  All this pursuit buys is regret.  We do not want this for our loved ones.  Life is so meaningful but can we wasted so easily.

One of the biggest life lessons I have learned is that it is all about balance.  You can work too much, play too much.  Almost all things, even good things, can turn into negatives when we exercise them out of their proper balance.  There are many nice and pleasurable things in our life and God gave us all good things to enjoy (1 Timothy 6: 17), but they can be overdone and then become detrimental to our lives.  Paul wrote, “All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify (1 Corinthians 10: 23).  Perhaps this is the admonition which Solomon is giving us today, that is, to spend our time in fruitful pursuits.  Let us not run the race seeking pleasures only because at the end of our days on earth we, ourselves, will say, “Vanity, vanity; it was all vanity.”
2337. Thursday, August 25, 2016

In Hot Pursuit

Proverb 21: 21

NIV

He who pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity and honor.

Yesterday we saw from verses 17 and 18 of Proverb 21 that the pursuit of pleasure leads to poverty.  Today we are fortunate to get to see the other side of the coin.  If we wish to have abundant life, prosperity and honor in our lives then we must pursue righteousness.

Now, before we fall on our faces, let us review our thinking on righteousness.  Many of us were trained in the notion that righteousness equates to good works.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  In fact, that kind of “righteousness” is repugnant to God.  It is a rancid odor in His nostrils.  Righteousness, in a word, is Jesus.  2 Corinthians 5: 21 reads, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  This means that Jesus, who is and was the righteousness of God, traded his righteousness for our sin.  He became our sin so that we could become the righteousness of God.  Therefore, our pursuit of Jesus, is necessarily a pursuit of righteousness.  

There is an interesting passage about this very topic from the Apostle Paul.  “What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith; but Israel pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law.  Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone” (Romans 9: 30 – 32).  The stumbling stone was Jesus.  I find this passage amazing.  The Israelites, the chosen ones, who pursued righteousness through their works failed while the Gentiles who by faith sought Jesus attained righteousness.  Wow!  

Shall we, though, take it one step further?  The verse for today also says that those who pursue love find life, prosperity and honor.  This one is really easy, isn’t it.  “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love (1 John 4: 8).  Yeah, you don’t need a theology degree in order to knock this one out of the park.  God is love.  Therefore, if one pursues God, then that is a pursuit of love and thus the result is life, prosperity and honor.  1 Corinthians 14: 1 says “Pursue love . . ..”  It really is that simple.

So, what is the conclusion of all this?  Our happiness, prosperity, peace, joy, well-being, life, and honor are found in the pursuit of the Father and the Son, merely in the pursuit.  It is not in the tracking down or even in the finding.  Your Father and God does the revealing.  Your only part is to pursue.   If you seek Him, He will let you find Him (1 Chronicles 28: 9).

2338. Friday, August 26, 2016 

Ministry of Music

2 Kings 3: 15

“But now bring me a minstrel.”  And it came about, when the minstrel played, that the hand of the Lord came upon him.

What a fascinating passage.  The story is about Elisha.  The king of Israel petitioned Elisha to inquire of the Lord for him.  So, Elisha ordered that a minstrel be brought to play for him and when the minstrel played, the Spirit of the Lord fell on Elisha and he began to prophesy.   

One of the lessons I have been studying over the last few years is how to quiet myself down so that I can hear the voice of God.  One of my key tools is to play anointed music.  Often I sing along as well.  Other times I play music which has no lyrics so as not to distract myself.  In fact, I have some playing right now.  

Each of us needs to know the techniques which work for getting ourselves into a quiet state of mind and spirit.  Elisha knew his.  He called for the musician.  As the saying goes, “music has charms to soothe the savage breast.”  The music was the tool Elisha used to move himself into a state of heart and mind that was conducive to his cooperation with the spirit with God.  You see, the music didn’t make God do anything.  God was ready.  Elisha, on the other hand, knew that he needed a moment to get quiet so he could hear what the voice of God would say to him.

Look around you.  How much quiet in our minds, spirits and environments do most of us have in a day.  We run at a fast pace with little time to even think.  No wonder we have a hard time hearing God.  God speaks in the quietness of your spirit, not in the chaos.  We actually have to tune ourselves to His station every now and again if we want to hear what He is saying.  It is hard to do that if our internal radios are blaring everything from work to workouts, meetings to meals.  We are busy and the noise of our lives are blocking out God.  Perhaps each of us needs to call for the minstrel and let the soothing strains transport us to a rendezvous with Yahweh.  

2339. Monday, August 29, 2016

Healed by Grace
Psalm 107: 20




He sent His word and healed them.

Query – does this mean supernatural, divine healing?  What comes to your mind as you carefully ponder this verse?  I believe in the supernatural power of God to touch you such that your healing manifests instantaneously.  I have also learned, however, that there is an additional type of healing that our Father provides.  

This type of healing is spiritually significant in that it takes prayer and communication with the Father to effectuate it.  As you spend this extended time in the presence of the Lord you begin to learn about changes you can make in your life which will speed your healing on its way.  Maybe in your quiet time with the Lord the thought floats upon your mind that you need to drink more water.  Perhaps there are dietary adjustments Father would like to make with you.  If you begin to feel better; if your joints work better from implementing God’s advice, does that make the solution any less spiritual?  I think sometimes we want to continue in abusive patterns but expect the healing power of God to flow anyway.  Is it possible that we, by our habits, are interfering with the healing power of God which is flowing in our veins?  Worse still, do we pray on Sunday, have God start His flow of healing power and then quench it on Monday morning?

Speaking for myself only, I used to skip breakfast Monday morning, get to the office and start drinking coffee, drink coffee all day, rarely drink a glass of water and if I did it was not from a good clean source; then I would have junk for lunch and sit at my desk for 8 – 12 hours straight.  Now, why was I surprised that I was physically challenged?  My joints felt like they had concrete in them.  It took me several minutes to straighten up after sitting or lying down.  Was my problem that God’s healing power doesn’t work?  Was it because when He sent His Word and healed them, He skipped me.  And now that I have made many changes and feel amazingly better, is it because of my brilliance, my effort or is it simple obedience to God’s Word and guidance?  Did He in fact heal me or did I?

Believe me, it has been a long journey back from the precipice and I am not done but I am so relieved not to be where I was.  There is healing in the Word.  God told us to give Him our bodies as a living and holy sacrifice (Romans 12: 2).  Surely, He has also provided the means by which we can do so.  He also told us that the Holy Spirit would lead us into all truth (John 14: 13).  Now all truth must mean truths even beyond spiritual things, although, I am not sure that our Father would consider your health anything less than a spiritual matter.  In fact, when it comes right down to it, is not everything ultimately a spiritual matter?  My point is that the Holy Spirit has wisdom from the Father on every single thing in the world.  So, the answer you need for your physical health and well-being may be found in prayer, no doubt, but do not be surprised if God gives you practical, earthly things to do.  

You were meant to live a long, healthy life.  This rubbish about beginning to fall apart at age 40, 50 or whatever arbitrary date people use is just that, rubbish.  Moses was climbing mountains at age 120.  I can make you this promise, God’s vision for you includes a healthy, well-functioning body.  Now, let’s get in line with His Word and His counsel and grow strong in spirit and body.

2340. Tuesday, August 30, 2016

Fixed Sight

Hebrews 12: 2
Fixing our eyes on Jesus . . ..

Where you look is where you will go.  If, when driving a car, you look at the line on the right hand side of the road, you will tend to move your car in that direction.  The same is true of life.  Whatever you fix your eyes upon will be where you go.

This is a big secret to living in peace and even power.  Well, it isn’t really a secret but you would think it is.  We don’t talk about it nearly as much as we should.  In truth, most of the time, our focus is on ourselves.  If you listen to how often we use the pronoun “I” you get a pretty good idea of our mindset.  Conversation is about my work, and my problems, and my projects and my  . . ..  It is unending.  

Fixing our eyes on Jesus means that our worlds begin to revolve around him instead of our own lives.  When confronted with a question we ask what Jesus says about it instead of what I think about it.  Even our dreams, goals and ambitions become a matter of inquiry instead of a prayer begging God to make things the way we want them.  Being with Jesus and being pleasing to him becomes a priority.  There are so many ways we can integrate our lives into his being so that we become fixated on who he is and what he has accomplished.  He is our source, he is the living word and he is our redeemer.  The more we meditate on these things the more we will be drawn to him.

2341. Wednesday, August 31, 2016


Busy is a Four Letter Word

Luke 5: 16

But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.

This topic just keeps popping back up.  I think the reason is because we do lead very busy lives.  Because of that, we have to carefully manage our lives.  It seems to me that in simpler times this might not have been such a big issue but then when I think of Jesus I have to reconsider.  Jesus was the busiest guy ever.  He knew that he only had a short time in which to completely and radically change the world.  He had a lot of work to do and just a short time to do it.  Worse, he had to walk everywhere he went which took up a lot of his time.  Still, he always managed to slip away to be with his Father.  His ministry depended on that time with the Father.  Could he have done the things he did if he didn’t go to the well himself and fill up?

I think this quiet time away must have been important because he taught his disciples this strategy.  Look what he told them in  Mark 6: 31, “Come away by yourselves to a lonely place and rest a while.”  The passage said that there were so many people coming to them and they were so busy that they didn’t even have time to eat.  Well, if they were that busy and had that many demands on their time, how could they afford to go away by themselves?  How could they afford the time off?

Jesus taught them by his example as well and through the recorded history of the Bible, he is teaching us this lesson today.  We see him living his advice in Mark 6: 46 where it says, “And after bidding them farewell, He departed to the mountain to pray.”  He led by example showing his disciples that if they were going to do anything great in life, they must prioritize their prayer time.

I have noticed that even ministers have this problem.  We can get so busy doing the work of God that we forget that our time with Him is the most important.  Everyone has deadlines.  Everyone has pressure and stress.  Yet some people learn how to get this piece into their schedule every day.  Is it simply a matter of setting it as a priority?  Maybe we don’t love God enough.  Maybe we need to meditate on our feelings about God.  The best thing is to do it for a period of time and see how much smoother life is.

We have worn our busyness like a badge for years.  People brag about how busy they are.  Well, I am a recovering busy person.  Yes, I am still busy but I am being healed of the obsession of it.  The excuses I used to use to justify my out of balance lifestyle just don’t work anymore.  Now when I hear other people talking about how busy they are and how they just can’t do something, in the back of my mind I hear, “There is healing for that.”  The solution to this problem may be different for different folks but ultimately I think we just have to do whatever is necessary to unburden our lives so that there is time for God in our daily schedule.  

What do you think?  Are you stressed and overburdened? Jesus said that he came to take our heavy burdens.  When we walk with him daily, he takes the weight and makes our burden light.  If you are really that busy, then you need Jesus.  You need a whole bunch more of him than you are getting right now.  Take some time.  Honestly, you can find a moment if you are intentional about it.  Go talk with Jesus and ask him to help you with your load.  Make a deal with him that you will give him some of your tasks and you will spend time in prayer.  I promise you will be glad if you do.

2342. Thursday, September 1, 2016

Bad Seed

Job 4: 8

According to what I have seen, those who plow iniquity and those who sow trouble harvest it.

According to what I have seen, this verse is true, alarmingly true.  Sometimes when bad things happen it is, unfortunately, because we have sown bad seed.  It is almost frightening at times to think about what kind of seed we might have in the ground.  Whatever we have sown will produce a harvest.  Galatians 6: 7 couldn’t be more clear, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”  This may sound like pretty bad news but we have heard that the Gospel is supposed to be good news, so, how can this verse inform our lives for the positive?

First, if you are living in a deluge of bad things happening, frustrations and just generally unsettled waters, inquire of the Lord if any of it is the harvest of seed you have sown.  We certainly don’t want to hear God tell us, “yes,” but even if He does, at least we can develop a strategy for overcoming it.  Remember that Jesus made us overcomers.  If the answer is yes, there is an answer because Jesus made a way for us.  You can ask your Father what the seed was, and then it is as simple as repenting.  What is repentance?  It is a change of direction, a change of heart, a change of mind.  If you will just tell God with a sincere heart that you are sorry and that is not what you want for your life He will shower you with the fruit of His forgiveness.

Next, ask Him to redeem the bad seed.  Ask Him to kill it at the root.  You can also ask Him to reveal to you any other bad seed and the two of you can uproot it.  You do not have to live with the produce of your errors but you do have to be sincere about your change of direction if you want Dad to destroy the bad crop.  

Look, everyone makes mistakes and we are all learning and growing.  Sometimes we let that old dead man out of his grave and he always sows bad seed.  No worries.  Jesus is the master gardener.  Humbly ask him to help you and he will hoe new ground shoulder to shoulder with you.

Lastly, if you are sowing discord, grief, or any negativity into the lives of others, please be advised.  It is going to come back to you.  And the great and horrible thing about a seed is that it produces much more harvest than its size.  There is forgiveness for this but you need the help of the Father.  Humility and honesty will avail much.  Prostrate your ego at the feet of Jesus and he will help you.

2343. Friday, September 2, 2016

Calling Things

from 11/17/09
Romans 4: 17

(KJV)



God … who calleth those things which be not as though they were.

As Christians, there are several ways we can affect the situations around us.  One way is simply to pray and ask our Father to intervene.  There is another means by which the Lord has meant for us to affect our lives and the entire world.  That is through the power of our tongue; the power of confession.  God has given us His power so that we might go into all the world doing good even as Jesus did.  Our confession is the basic tool for this process.  This is the means by which the Father created the earth, the universe and all creation.  He spoke them into existence.  There is something so primal and so basic here that if we, as the body of Christ, can get a hold of it, we will be the means of change.  

God calls those things that aren’t as if they already were.  In His confession is creation.  Thereby it becomes reality.  So, His saying it makes it real.  Isn’t that awesome?  He has given this same ability to us because we have now been recreated in His image.  

I would love to declare a National Words of our Mouth Day.  On that day everyone would speak only positive, life giving words about any and every situation.  For that one day we would all say aloud those things which we want to see come to pass.  I would call you healed and prosperous and you would agree with me.  It would be very easy to have the second National Words of our Mouth Day because people would be filled with expectation from the great success they saw in the first one.  Expectation would make the second even more momentous.   Maybe we could start tomorrow.
2344. Monday, September 5, 2016

3 Things
from 11/16/09

Psalm 34: 10
But they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing.

I am impressed again at the beginning of this week that there is a great spiritual key revealed in these few simple words.   You know, if you could really hear God’s voice clearly you would surely be successful in everything you do.  You would most assuredly be led down the best paths.  You would have insight and wisdom that would be enviable.  

This sort of grace comes through your intimate, warm relationship with the Lord.  That warm relationship comes from your seeking Him with all your heart and strength.  If you will do three things you will find tremendous results in a very short time.  Start today.  Read your Bible.  Pray to your Dad.  And spend a few minutes before Him in silence.  Those three things will launch you into a new level with the Lord of Hosts.  Don’t worry about how much you read or how long you pray.  Just start where you are.  That is where He expects you to begin.  He doesn’t expect you to read as much everyday as someone who is in full time ministry.  Just read it.  Start in Matthew and just read a bit each day.  Then spend a few minutes just talking to your Dad.  Don’t pray elaborate prayers; simply talk with Him as your friend and father.  I wouldn’t even worry about praying for all of the things you think you need.  Spend those precious moments just being with Him.  Then sit in silence for a few minutes.  That’s it; three things that will quickly change your life.  Today is a great day to start or start over.

2345. Tuesday, September 6, 2016

Offense

Matthew 11: 6

And blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me.

Do you find yourself amazed that Jesus would speak such words?  I do.  But in Romans 9: 33 Paul quoted a passage from Isaiah, “Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.”  Isaiah was prophesying about Jesus.  Paul, in his writing, confirmed that this prophetic statement from Isaiah had been fulfilled, that Jesus was the stumbling block.  Now if Jesus is a cause for stumbling then it must be that we need to take some pains to not offer people offense.  In fact, Paul told us as much himself, “Give no offense either to Jews or the Greeks or to the church of God” (1 Corinthians 10: 32).  So, we are to make an effort not to offend others.  However, that can also operate as a chilling effect on speech in the church and personally, I find that a troubling situation as well.  Some pastors will not preach on certain topics, even though they are Biblical, because they are afraid of offending someone in their congregation.  Many pastors will not even preach on tithing for that reason which I find sad because they are really stealing from their parishioners by not sharing God’s economic plan with them.  You can hardly blame them, though, because some of those offended people may be influential.  Certainly, there are people who will make their displeasure known in very clear language.  This is not as it should be.  

We are a body but we do not all believe the same.  That is evident in the number of denominations we have and even divisions among denominations.  Were the truth to be told, most of us do not believe exactly the same as we did some years ago.  That is called growth and maturity.  We must, therefore, make a decision for unity despite differences of opinion and even differences in revelation.  We must choose not to be offended by new thoughts or varying opinions.  We are all at different places along the journey and we need to be able to share our thoughts, beliefs and revelations without offending others or being criticized for our seeking of truth.

The most frightening result of our dogmatic refusal to listen to different points of view or to entertain new ideas is that we cannot receive revelation from God.  Did I say frightening?  I meant terrifying.  There is little that causes my heart such trepidation as to think that I nor others can receive the fresh revelation of God.  There have been so many times when Father God has shown me something new out of a verse that I thought I knew very well.  He keeps peeling back layer after layer showing me that He has more depth than I have ever grasped before.  I live from revelation to revelation.  That is the glory of Christ, Christ revealed.  In John 14, verse 21 Jesus promised that whoever loves him would be loved by him and the father and that he would “disclose Myself to him”.  Glory to God!  Now, when Jesus reveals himself to you, then by definition it means he is revealing, disclosing something you did not know before.  So, if we have an attitude of offense then we will never be able to receive the revelation of Jesus.  God forbid!  In other words, if we cannot accept or at least tolerate new or different ideas, then Jesus cannot show us anything we do not already know.  We are destined to be ignorant.  I would hate that destiny for myself and I grieve its ownership by the church.  How can we train others or lead them to truth if we are ignorant?  How can the church be a might force for good if the world sees us as closed minded and foolish?  Certainly, it is the height of foolishness to think that we can evangelize a world when we cannot even get along with each other because of different or new ideas.

It takes a decision to avoid being offended or put off by a different theology.  It also requires a bit of self-esteem.  No one can make you believe something you do not wish to so why get all upset over someone’s thought which differs from yours?  It may be that you will agree with that person sometime down the road when you have had time to think about it and do your own research.  

My prayer is that we will embrace all that God wishes to show us in these last days.  I pray that we will encourage our pastors and teachers to spend time before God learning and seeking all that God would reveal to us and that we will urge them to share these new revelations with us despite the chance that we may be challenged.  I further pray that we will remove the spirit of offense far from us both individually and corporately and that we will in turn embrace the spirit of unity and goodwill.

2346. Wednesday, September 7, 2016
The Holy Spirit Speaks

1 Corinthians 14: 18



I thank God that I speak in tongues more than you all.

Speaking in tongues is not something we discuss often and I have decided that is error.  No one wants to offend others so we avoid topics which are not understood or which are easily misunderstood.  This is a topic, however, which we must not hide under the rock any longer.  To do so is utter foolishness and simply the result of fear.  We fear that someone will become upset with us because we open up a subject with which they are unfamiliar.  Well, let us be unfamiliar with the spiritual gift of speaking in tongues no longer.

Tongues is a language God gave us so that we can communicate with Him.  One of the most significant aspects of speaking in tongues is that this ability is a gift which we gain through the Holy Spirit of God.  It was prophesied about in the Old Testament.  Paul recounted this old prophecy from Isaiah in 1 Corinthians 14: 21 where he wrote, “In the Law it is written, ‘By men of strange tongues and by the lips of strangers I will speak to this people.”  This verse is only a couple of verses after the one where Paul says that he thanks God that he speaks in tongues more than anyone.  The immediately following verse reads, “So then tongues are for a sign” (v. 22).  My point is that he is still writing about tongues throughout these verses.  In the second verse of this fourteenth chapter Paul gives us more insight into speaking in tongues.  He wrote, “For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men, but to God; for no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.”  Whoa!  That is fabulous.  God gave us a language so that we can speak to Him.  Perhaps it is God’s own language which He gave to us.  We are led by the Holy Spirt to speak from our spirits rather than from our minds.  Praise God!  Now ask yourself, “Why would God do that?”  Well, Paul must have had the same question because he gave this answer, “In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words” (Romans 8: 26).  

God gave us the Holy Spirit to lead us, to guide us and to be our teacher.  He is able to pray for us, and through us which is great because, honestly, most of the time we really don’t know what or how to pray.  He leads us in our prayers and helps us to pray the deep things of our heart.  It is such powerful prayer because it does not have to go through the filter of your mind which is full of rules and regulations and ego and questions.  You are able to pray right out of your spirit, right from the deepest place of who you are.  You can be completely honest with God, with yourself and with your emotions because there is no judgment being levied by the mind.  It is like having a direct pipeline between you and God.  That pipeline is the Holy Spirit.

Paul taught about the gift of speaking in tongues and also the ministry gift of tongues which is different but the same.  Paul said that praying in tongues for our personal prayer builds us up (1 Corinthians 14: 4).  The ministry gift of tongues is for edifying the church.

The clearest demonstration of the gift of tongues in operation can be found in Acts 2.  On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out on the followers of Christ who had gathered together.  The scripture says tongues as of fire rested on them and “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit was giving them utterance” (Acts 2: 4).  There were witnesses from many different regions all about who, when they heard them speaking in tongues, marveled that they heard them speaking in their own languages even though the men were Jews.  You will be so blessed to read the account and try to imagine yourself there witnessing this divine event.

This gift of speaking in tongues is such an important expression of the grace, power and love of God.  It flows through the integration of our will and spirit with that of the Holy Spirit.  It is high time we learned more about this third person of the trinity who is, in fact, God and it is so important that we learn his role and how we can cooperate with him.  Additionally, it is really vital that we learn about this gift of speaking in tongues but really not so much learn as participate in.  It is not important that you be able to teach a class on speaking in tongues, just that you do it.  Paul said, “I wish that you all spoke in tongues (1 Corinthians 14: 5).  I second Paul’s wish.  There are too few people who are following this leading of the Holy Spirit and teaching of the Apostle Paul.  We need to teach it in our churches, facilitate other’s learning and receiving and most of all never downplay or minimize its significance in the modern church, and as Paul said, “Do not forbid to speak in tongues” (1 Corinthians 14: 39).

2347. Thursday, September 8, 2016

Rest

from 11/18/09

Matthew 11: 28 – 30


Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.

You’ve heard the song and now read the book.  Come unto me for I give you rest.  Are you tired, weary?  Jesus gives restoration and healing.  He is not arrogant, demanding or boastful.  He is gentle and nurturing.  He will not lay on you a burden.  He will not charge a high cost for his rest and reassurance.  The price is already been paid.

Do you know anyone who is worn out?  Who has spent their energy striving only to fall on their faces or find that the prize was not worth the effort?  Send them this word of encouragement.  I just cannot think of a better word of encouragement.  Jesus, himself, offers that which so many people are desperate for.  Send this to someone today and spread this great news.  We don’t have to strive any more.  Jesus already paid the cost for our rest.  We have only to go to him and receive that which he is warehousing for us.  What do you want?  What do you need?  Jesus has it in abundance for you today.

2348. Friday, September 9, 2016

TODAY

From 11/19/09

Exodus 8: 8 10
Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and begged, “Plead with the Lord to take the frogs away from me and my people. I will let your people go, so they can offer sacrifices to the Lord.” 

 9 “You set the time!” Moses replied. “Tell me when you want me to pray for you, your officials, and your people. Then you and your houses will be rid of the frogs. They will remain only in the Nile River.” 

 10 “Do it tomorrow,” Pharaoh said. 

   “All right,” Moses replied, “it will be as you have said. Then you will know that there is no one like the Lord our God. 

What a nut!  Why didn’t Pharaoh answer Moses with, “Do it TODAY!  Do it right now!”?  But are we really any different?  Don’t we look to tomorrow for our prayers to be answered?  Are we waiting until tomorrow to receive our healing?  Our prosperity?  What is wrong with today after all?  Is this just some kind of fear?  Do we need a day to prepare to receive God’s miracles?  Well, I don’t know the answers to these questions but I do know that today is better than tomorrow.  Why put up with frogs if you don’t have to?  Or is it that our problems become so familiar that there is actually some comfort in them.  That is to say that because change is so uncomfortable to most people we actually rest with our problems rather than challenging them.  Would you really prefer to be miserable with the problems you know because there is familiarity in the status quo than getting completely free of them?  Are the frogs you know more tolerable than the risk of facing them even if you are already guaranteed that the Lord will banish your frogs?  When we learn that we really can trust our Father and that the words He has given us are truth and life, will we then be able to tell Him that we want the frogs gone today?  I hope so.  I hope we can take a step towards allowing God to free us from all the snares in which we are entangled.  I pray that we take at least one small step in that direction today.

2349. Monday, September 12, 2016

The Facts Don’t Count

Romans 4: 19

And without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb.

If you want to know one of the secrets to living successfully in the Spirit it is this, don’t let the facts interfere with the truth.  Abraham had a promise from God that not only would he and Sarah have a child but that he would be the father of nations.  How does an old man whose body is as good as dead and whose wife is not only elderly also, but who has always been barren, have a child?  Well, in the natural, and according to the facts, they don’t.  But, you see, that is where we must depart from the reasoning of this world and move over in to Jesus thinking and Jesus faith.  

Abraham did not become weak in his faith.  Now what is faith really?  Sometimes I think we make it too hard a concept.  Here is a simple illustration.  If I tell you that I am going to give you a pen when I see you will you be expecting to receive a pen?  How confident are you that you will be given a pen?  That is the measure of your faith in me?  If you have a high expectation, even an assurance, then you have a lot of faith in me.  That is all faith is, believing.  You believe that what I say, I will do.  Now, how assured are you that Dad is going to do what He has said?  Somehow, Abraham was able to believe God’s word over the evidence which he saw in the world.  Which one do you think you would have a tendency to believe?  When you believe God, then that belief turns into trust.  In the example of the pen, do you trust me to give to you what I promised?  

Verse 18 says that Abraham believed even though there seemed no cause for hope.  He saw the evidence that the world presented to him and chose to instead believe what God said.  That is so hard for us to do but it is a super-key to living in the supernatural blessings of God.  If we want to walk on the water, and who doesn’t, then we have to renew our minds with this kind of thinking.  We have to ignore the facts.  We don’t deny their existence we just deny their power.  Abraham decided that God’s word was the final word, that it superseded the physical facts.  That is the way we need to be, the way we need to think if we wish to walk in the kind of miracles that Abraham did, the kind of miracles that God wants to be our everyday experience.

2350. Tuesday, September 13, 2016

Stirred, Not Shaken

taken from 11/20/09
Psalm 16: 8


I have set the Lord continually before me; because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.

That is a good feeling, to know that God Almighty is at your right hand.  King David, the author of this psalm, had practice walking with God.  He had experience with Him.  David was confident in God’s ability to take care of him.  David took the first step though.  He placed God at the center of his world.  The Lord was continually before his eyes because David put Him there.  David established the Lord in his life and he learned that by so doing he could walk through the world without being shaken.  Even when trouble came, David knew that God would see him through it.  What a sense of peace that must have given him.  We can attain to that same relationship with our Dad too and even greater because we are living in the new covenant.

We can do the same thing.  Look at where you are sitting right now and imagine Jesus sitting to your right.  We know that he is with us all of the time so why don’t we have a more tangible appreciation of him with us?  Part of David’s confidence was his realization that God was with him at all times.  Let this revelation grow bigger in you and I believe that you too will not be not be shaken.  

2351. Wednesday, September 14, 2016

My People

from 11/23/09

Jeremiah 31: 33     

I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

Relationship; that is what this whole Christianity thing is about.  At a very basic level Christianity is not a religion.  Religion is what happens after people believe in our Father but the fundamental desire of our Father is not to be worshiped and served.  His fundamental purpose is to be in relationship with us and to provide the means by which we can be in relationship with Him.  The reason Jesus came to the earth was to restore that “way” to the Father for us.  Jesus is “the way” (John 14: 6).  By and through him we travel back into a close, personal relationship with the Lord, our God.  

A relationship of any kind requires input by more than one person.  In other words, relationships require two-way communication; give and take.  Many Christians have a very one-dimensional connection with the Lord.  We can have so much more and it is God’s desire that we do.  As we open our minds to what it means to develop a good relationship with another person, we begin to also open our hearts to what it means to do the same with our Father God.  As we open our hearts and minds to Him, he is better able to direct us and thus lead us into a deep and meaningful relationship with Him.  He really will teach you all kinds of things about walking with Him like Adam and Eve walked with Him in the Garden of Eden.  As we treat him as a person of value rather than as a distant God, we will really move into an intimate place with Him and I can think of nothing greater than that.

2352. Thursday, September 15, 2016

Hope

from 11/24/09

Romans 15: 13

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Our God is hope.  We have an uncommon peace because it is the peace Jesus left for us.  It is the peace that comes from having faith in the Holy One; from knowing that He is on your side and is watching over you.

I feel for the people who do not know God.  They are without hope.  But no matter what our problems; whether sickness, a lost loved one or any of a multitude of things, we have hope because we have God.  There are people out in the world who have no hope.  They have no expectation that things are going to get better.  We can have hope even when we do not see any way for our circumstance to improve because we know God and know Him to be a miracle worker.  Maybe you have been in a hopeless situation and seen God deliver you.  In Him there is always hope and that is a truly great thing.  Our hearts need not be burdened with the worry because we know He is there for us.

I pray, along with Paul, that you will “abound in hope” and be filled to the fullest by the Holy Spirit.  Don’t let the problems get you down because where there is God, there is always hope.  May you be filled with the joy and peace that comes from believing in Him.  May you overflow with gratitude that you always have a hope and a prayer.

2353. Friday, September 16, 2016

Security

from 11/25/09

Psalm 16: 1

Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge.  I said to the Lord, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing.”

In this verse I think you can hear the absolute trust David had in the Lord.  He seems to have reached a place in his life where God had filled every facet of his life.  The Lord became his refuge and his protection.  David does not sound the least bit concerned over his safety because he has given the task of his protection completely to God.  He has absolute faith that God will keep him secure and safe.  Whatsmore, he has come to the place where he is blessed beyond measure but knows that all of the good of his life is the gift of the Lord.  He is secure in every part of his life.  There is no worry.  David certainly had his share of trouble but he had learned to turn it over to God and trust Him fully.  We, as fellow believers, get to glimpse David’s life and his relationship to the Father.  As we do, we see the heights to which we can attain in our fellowship with the Lord.  Let the fullness of revelation fill you and then determine that you will know the maker fully as well as David did.  Let God be your all in all.

2354. Monday, September 19, 2016

Success

from 11/27/09

Genesis 39: 2

The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered.

People constantly run around trying to figure out the secret to success.  There are seminars, books and tapes, even classes trying to teach success.  Well, here is the shortcut for those of you who don’t want to work quite so hard.  Joseph dedicated himself to the Lord.  Joseph’s story is a great one.  There was no way to keep that boy down.  No matter what the devil did to him, he kept his faith in God.  And God overcame ever obstacle, even the impossible ones.  There is no way a Hebrew can go from a pit, to being a slave, to prison, to the right hand man of Pharaoh.  Joseph had almost as much power as Pharaoh himself.  He wore the King’s ring.  This rise to success is impossible, isn’t it?  Well, it is also history, meaning it has already happened.  God specializes in the impossible.  He expects you to do the possible.  You don’t need Him in order to do the possible.  But together He expects you two to do the impossible.  That is what He does.  Do you want to be successful in every area of your life?  Is it impossible for you to have Joseph’s kind of financial success?  Can God do in your family what He did in Joseph’s?  Of course He can.  That is what He does.  He can even make your unruly, disobedient, murderous brothers love you and honor you.  That’s big!  And that is what God wants to do in your life.  Be like Joseph.  That is all you have to do.  Put your mind, heart and energy into studying Joseph’s life and his dedication to the Lord.  Learn to have faith in God and trust Him like Joseph did.  Serve in honesty and faithfulness.  The rest is up to God.
The Lord be with you.


2355. Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Believe It

from 11/30/09
Exodus 15: 26

I am the Lord that heals you.

That is short, sweet and to the point.  You would need help in confusing this scripture because it is so simple.  And yet, we really are not walking in this simple belief.  Most of us believe that God heals.  All you have to do is go to a hospital to see that truth.  People will receive prayer when they are sick even if they have refused God all of their lives.  Why do we ask people to pray for us if we do not believe God heals?  Well of course we do believe.  Then why are we not all walking in health?  Somehow in the body of Christ we have let this simple truth slip away from our daily walk.  We know that He is our Lord that heals us.  We know it!  But I think we only know it with our minds.  We don’t believe it with our heart of hearts.  We pray for healing when someone is seriously sick hoping that God will heal them rather than believing that God is going to heal them.  Then in our daily lives we receive all manner of sickness, pain and suffering.  We do not mean to.  We have just been led along by the world; by those who do not have a hope of healing.  We have started acting like them instead of acting like children of the great healer.  

It might be a great task for all of us to get ourselves turned back around but we can do it because all things are possible in Him and to those who believe.  We just need to take one small step and then another.  We need to encourage one another and we need to keep on praying as we have been but now with greater expectation that the God of miracles really is present for us and that He really will show up on the scene.  Help your friends increase their expectation and demands on God’s promises.  Encourage them and when you have a sickness or a disease attack your body, ask them to pray for your health too.   Working together we can turn around the body of Christ and reclaim the promises of God in our life.  

2356. Wednesday, September 21, 2016

Follow the Light

from 12/1/09

Psalm 18: 28

For Thou dost light my lamp; the Lord my God illumines my darkness.

It is nice to know that the Lord is your light in dark times.  No matter how tumultuous the situation nor how bleak the horizon, God is your ever present light shedding illumination on your path.  You do not have to remain in the darkness.  His light will lead you out.  

His light reveals the wisdom and knowledge for every circumstance.  It is the key idea which launches your project or saves you valuable time.  It is the beacon that attracts the right people at the right time.  It is the insight to the best decision.  It is even light and life to your body.

Let your Father be the lamp unto your feet.  Just follow the light.

2357. Thursday, September 22, 2016
Workplace Woes
from 12/2/09

Genesis 39: 5

From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph.

The place where you work should be blessed just because you work there.  Every organization that you are a part of should be under the blessing just because you are there.  Don’t ever minimize that important role you play.  You may be wondering why you are where you are or why God does not take you out.  Maybe you think you should be in a better job or that another company might appreciate you more.  Maybe you are even in an almost unbearable situation.  Don’t worry.  Wherever you are, God has your back.  It may be that you are the only light in that place or maybe you are not the only light but that if you left the few remaining people like yourself will not have the support they need.  Whatever the circumstance, take your eyes off of yourself for a minute and ask God if you are in the right place.  If you are, then just serve gladly and faithfully.  Remember, Joseph went through some undesirable places but he ended up at the right hand of Pharaoh.  You are going to end up at the right hand of God so do what you can to bless others even while in unlovely situations.  

2358. Friday, September 23, 2016

Being Christian

from 12/3/09

Matthew 7: 21
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.”

Sometimes I like to say, “Don’t judge Christianity by Christians.”  Christianity is best judged by looking at Christ.  He is the one we are trying to be like.  We are still striving and becoming.  We are broken, yet overcoming.  Sometimes our brokenness is louder than His healing.  Yet, as we go along, we change and are changed.  Eventually the love of God will dynamically alter our lives and we will better represent the Kingdom of God.

There are some, though, who upon receiving forgiveness and salvation never let the miracle working love of Christ transform their lives.  There is no obvious difference between them and the unsaved.  The love of Christ, the sacrifice He made for us, ought to have an impact on our lives and our behaviors.  We, like him, should walk in love, forgiveness and unselfish affection for others.  How does our Christianity show or better still, how should it show?  The first and greatest commandment was love and the second one was love; love God, love your brothers.  Let the light in you shine and let others see the miracle and blessing of God that you are.

2359. Monday, September 26, 2016

Free Indeed

from 12/4/09

Galatians 5: 1

It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

The spirit of Christ has set us free from every type of bondage.  Is it possible that you are in bondage to something?  Fear, a bad habit, anger?  Is there something that keeps you down?  Well, Jesus is the good news of the gospel!  His accomplishments on this earth and beyond have now provided everything you need in order to be free of every kind of torment.  When Jesus purchased our freedom, he meant that we might be free from every sort of bondage.  The price He paid was complete and so, too, should be your freedom.  If there is anything that dominates you, pray to the Lord about it.  Tell Him that you give it to Him and that you receive your freedom.  Then, never be subjected again to the yoke of slavery.  Shake it off.  Every time that same old thing tries to get you down, claim your victory in Christ Jesus and call upon Him for your continued salvation from that torment.

2360. Tuesday, September 27, 2016

Living Truth 
from 12/7/09

James 1: 22

(Amplified Version)

But be doers of the Word [obey the message], and not merely listeners to it, betraying yourselves [into deception by reasoning contrary to the Truth].

Jesus said we would be known by our fruit (Matthew 7: 16).  It will not be by what we say but rather the evidence of how we behave by which we will be known to Jesus as His own.  Probably we all know someone who talks a good game but doesn’t seem to really have the proof in the pudding.  In other words, they know the right things to say but their life really doesn’t represent the love that Jesus invested in them.  I know someone like that.  This person seems to read the Bible, listens to tapes by Christian leaders and reads Christian books and yet, the love of Christ and the Truth of Christ is not readily apparent, and I fear that, perhaps, the same could be said of me.

Now we can all make mistakes and we fall into carnality at times but we really should endeavor to do all that Christ is teaching us.  The Bible is not a book for intellectual meditation as much as it is an owner’s manual for each of us.  We are to apply what we read there.  When it says, do not judge, forgive, pray for those who persecute you, love all, pursue peace and the rest, we are actually supposed to give ourselves over to those behaviors.  We’ll not do it all in our own might though.  Here is where the love of Christ in our lives manifests itself.  In all humility we ask our Dad to help us; to create in us a heart capable of behaving like Jesus.  Then we surrender to His ministrations as he makes us into an exact image of Christ exemplified in us.  Hallelujah!  All this is possible in Him.  Let us do what we see in the Bible including letting Him, with our help, transform us into the very image of His dear son.  Be ye doers of the Word, not hearers only.

2361. Wednesday, September 28, 2016

Satisfied

from 12/8/16

Psalm 107: 9

(Amplified)

For He satisfies the longing soul and fills the hungry soul with good.

We all know someone who is hungry on the inside.  Their soul longs for something and thirsts desperately.  They don’t even know what it is that they so urgently crave.  As humans we try to fill that longing with all sorts of things.  You know the list.

Each and every one of us has a place in our hearts, in our souls that only God can fill.  We can try every sort of thing to make ourselves happy but it never works.  We have a deep, spiritual place in our being that needs to be ministered to in like manner as we feed and nourish our minds and bodies.  We are tri-dimensional beings and nothing short of spiritual food can feed the spiritual parts of ourselves.  You can drink all the booze you want, work all the hours you can, go from lover to lover, and all of the other various things people do in order to satisfy themselves but none of it will satisfy.  Money will never fill the void and neither can another person.  So, if you are waiting for someone or something to make you whole, give it up.  Only God can fill that spiritual void in your life.  And don’t get to thinking that a bunch of non-Godly spirituality can do it.  That is about like your body living on sugar alone.  It will not, cannot satisfy.  Only the love of God can fill that hungry spot.  Only His Spirit can nourish your spirit.  The sooner we all realize that our spirits long for His sweet embrace, the sooner we can get healthy, the sooner we will be whole.  

2362. Thursday, September 29, 2016

Praise Him

from 12/9/09

Psalm 9: 1 – 2

(Amplified)

I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will show forth all thy marvelous works.  I will be glad and rejoice in thee; I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High.

The dictionary says that to praise is to commend the worth of, express approval or admiration of and also to laud the glory of as in song; glorify; extol.  The noun is commendation and glorification.  When we praise the Lord, we are to extol His greatness.  This verse shows, I believe, a good example of one who knows how to praise the Lord.  I imagine, though, that there are plenty of us who spend little time praising Him.  I am impressed that God would have us turn our attention to praise.  We need to learn how to praise Him and we need to praise him continually.  

Praise is a powerful tool.  It helps in our relationship with Him and it also helps unlock the power that he has stored up for us.  God used praise to defeat armies.  He can use praise to defeat every enemy and obstacle that you face.

Let us all learn to raise our voices to tell of his glorious nature.  It is really good to praise Him in your private time.  That is when you can be most free.  Don’t use your time with God only to ask Him for all kinds of things.  Spend some time recognizing his greatness and all that He has already done for you.

Today is a good day to turn our hearts and minds to worshiping Him anew.  Praise Him with a new heart and a new voice.  Let Him hear how precious He is to you and how deep your love for Him really is.

2363. Friday, September 30, 2016

Dare to Dream 
from 12/10/09

Genesis 37: 6 – 8

And he said to them, “Please listen to this dream which I have had; for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf rose up and also stood erect; and behold, your sheaves gathered around and bowed down to my sheaf.”  Then his brothers said to him, “Are you actually going reign over us? Or are you really going to rule over us?”

Joseph was seventeen years old when he had that dream.  Just a youngster but he knew he had heard from God.  We all know the end of the story.  He did eventually rule over his brothers.  There was quite a journey between the time of the dream, though, and the realization of it.  What amazes me about Joseph is that he never gave up on the dream and he never gave up on God.  

Frankly, if I was sitting in a prison or serving as a slave in a foreign country I am pretty sure that I would have doubted me, God or both; probably both.  I would probably have started out thinking that I didn’t really hear from God.  I only thought I heard from God but if I really did then I wouldn’t be sitting in this filthy prison.  I just have been wrong about hearing from God.  But it seemed so real, so certain.  Well, maybe it is that I missed it somewhere along the line.  Maybe I really did hear from God but I blew it somehow and now I am off the track.  Yeah, that’s it.  Well, even so, why isn’t God big enough to bring about his will even when I make a mistake?

Does any of that sound familiar?  Have you ever had similar doubts?  Maybe it has been several years since you had that word from God and you see absolutely no evidence that you are any closer to the realization of it than you were the day you received it.  The trite statement of the day is, “Have faith.”  It seems trite but really that is the thing we must do.  In order to accomplish great things with God, we supply the faith and he supplies the power.  You’ve got to hang in there, though, when the situation looks bleak.  Even when you are Egypt and you think your miracle is in Canaan, hold on.  What God did in Joseph’s life He is able to do in yours.  Brush off those old dreams and goals.  Give them a new coat of paint.  You are coming out of prison and the future is bright.

2364. Monday, October 3, 2016

Overcoming Praise

Psalm 107: 8

(Amplified)

Oh, that men would praise [and confess to] the Lord for His goodness and loving-kindness and His wonderful works to the children of men!

We have plenty we can celebrate about the goodness of God.  He has freed us from every burden and sin and has set us up on the high places with Him.  Now let us boldly praise His name and tell of his goodness.  Also, confess the victories of the Lord.  Confess his victories in your life and over all the works of the devil.  Confess His healing in the face of the devil’s sickness.  Proclaim your liberty.  Say it aloud.  “My God has overcome every evil thing in this and in the age to come.  He has set me free from the law of sin and death (Romans 8: 2) and I praise you Lord that you have.  I praise your name and glorify you because you are worthy of all praise.”

It’s that easy, though I admit that it sometimes takes practice.  Confess His word.  Let it come out of your mouth.  Thank Him from the bottom of your heart.  Give Him praise.  It all works together for your overcoming in His name.

2365. Tuesday, October 4, 2016

Appointed Praise

1 Chronicles 16: 4


And he appointed some of the Levites as ministers before the ark of the Lord, even to celebrate and to thank and praise the Lord God of Israel.

King David erected a tent to house the Ark of the Covenant.  On the day that he had the Ark moved to the tent, he sent singers and musicians before the ark and he, himself, also sang and danced before the procession.  After the ark was placed in the tent, King David made offerings to the Lord.  When he finished making the offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the Lord and then he appointed a whole group of people to celebrate before the ark.  There were people who played instruments, some even who blew trumpets continually.  They were assigned to bring praise to the name of the Lord and to give thanks.  It was important enough that the King involved himself in seeing it done.

These days we do not have priests to perform these tasks for us.  We have entered into an intimacy with the Lord such that we do not need intercessors or mediators between us and our father.  Jesus purchased our way to the father.  We can now lay our own petitions at the feet of the father ourselves.  That means, though, that we must also learn to praise and give thanks for ourselves.  David setup a system whereby there was always someone in the tent offering thanks and praise to the father.  That suggests to me that we are to be in a continual state of thanksgiving and praise.  Even as you remind the Lord of the things for which you ask, offer your praise and honor him.  Tell him how grateful you are to even be able to come into his presence.  Let him hear how you love him and trust him.  And really, if you will do that first, before you begin to petition him, you will find that your asking will change in tone.  You will have a different perspective on his provision, more confidence and assurance I think.  And that also will please the Lord.

2366. Wednesday, October 5, 2016

Follow the Leader

from 12/16/09

2 Chronicles 31: 21
And every work which he began in the service of the house of God in law and in commandment, seeking his God, he did with all his heart and prospered.

This verse is about a fellow named Hezekiah.  Hezekiah taught me how to follow the Lord. I remember clearly the day in 2005 when the Lord gave me this verse.  It radically transformed my life and I hope it will have the same effect for you.  I saw in this verse my way through the maze of all of the things I thought I should do.  I gained an understanding of how I would make important decisions in my life.  This verse was part of an epoch journey that has led, and is leading me, into a deep, abiding trust in the Lord; a trust that is freeing and optimistic.

The Lord showed me that if I would seek Him, He would show me the way to go.  Even if, or when, the path looks danger fraught or even just silly, He taught me that I could trust Him.  He taught me to throw my whole heart into whatever He has shown me.  It has been difficult putting aside my reservations but therein lies the freedom.  

Whatever God is telling you to do, throw your whole heart into it and trust Him to work out the details.  It is His job to prosper you, not yours.  Your job is to follow His leading and trust Him.  Your job is to seek Him.  The rest is on Him.  Once you are sure of the way the Lord is leading you, toss your worry aside and put your whole heart into that which He is leading you, even if it makes no sense.  He knows what he is doing.  Really!  Trust Him with all your heart.

2367. Thursday, October 6, 2016

Trust Me

Isaiah 26: 3
NIV

You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you.

Father God will keep your mind in perfect peace.  How does that sound?  Imagine, no matter how much stress or turmoil is going on around you, your mind will be abiding in perfect peace.  But wait a minute, does that describe you and every other Christian you know?  Are we all perfectly peaceful?  No. This promise comes with a condition.  God will give us perfect peace when we trust in Him.  So, to state it a bit differently, “For those who trust in you, Father, you will keep their minds in perfect peace.”

There are a lot of verses which encourage us to trust our Father.  The most well-known is probably Proverb 3: 5 – 6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”  That is such an inspiring verse that you would expect us all to make a Herculean effort to put all of our trust in God.  So why don’t we?

We have learned too much from the world and we just hold on too tightly.  It is hard to let go of the things about which we have concerns.  However, we can begin by acknowledging Him in everything and that will help us to move into deeper trust.  That means that we include Him in everything we do.  You know, the Bible says that we are to pray at all times (Ephesians 6: 18).  Praying all of the time makes perfect sense if you are going to acknowledge Him in everything you do.  Of course, prayer has to get real if you are going to do this.  If you think and expect prayer to be amazingly eloquent and formal, you are never going to make it.  Prayer is just talking with your Father.  When you make it an ongoing conversation, as if you are talking with a friend who is going to accompany you all day, then it becomes really easy to pray at all times.  There is another verse which says to pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5: 17).  How are you going to do that if you ritualize prayer?  The answer is that you are not.  This relationship with the Father needs to get out of church and into your life.  

Another big factor is just lack of experience.  Once you begin giving Dad your trust it becomes easier to do it next time.  A friend of mine just sold a house.  She had written down exactly what she wanted and expected in a buyer.  Well, there were two contracts which fell through.  What?  This had been prayed over.  Here is where trust comes in.  She never lost her peace, never left the facts dissuade her from what she believed God was going to do.  She placed her trust in the Father and He kept her in a constant state of peace and her mind tranquil.  Do you want to know the end of the story?  Yep, the house sold for the full asking price and everything else she asked for when she wrote down what she wanted also came through.  Her trust and faith had been built by years of trusting God with small things and then bigger things.  How much easier do you think it will be for her to trust Him next time?  Nothing breeds success like success.

Trust me in this as I attempt to entice you into trusting the Father.  I am being honest with you.  The Father can keep you in perfect peace but first you must let go.  You’ve got to give Him the reins and expect, and trust, that He is going to come through for you.

2368. Friday, October 7, 2016

Healthy Advice

2 Chronicles 16: 12

And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign Asa became diseased in his feet.  His disease was severe, yet even in his disease he did not seek the Lord, but the physicians.

How completely idiotic does Asa seem to you?  Of course, this is what most of us do but it sounds really goofy when it is written out.  You can hear the incredulity in the author’s tone.  

What is your first reaction when you get sick?  Do you run for your Bible?  I wish I could say that I do but it is often an afterthought.  If we do pray without ceasing, pray at all times, then it would only be natural for us to immediately put our symptoms at the Father’s feet.  Our immediate impulse ought to be to tell our Father how we feel at any point in our daily conversation with Him. 

One gets the impression from this brief statement about Asa that he allowed his condition to worsen without inquiring of the Master Healer.  I would wish that you would tell God about every symptom, no matter how minor as soon as we become aware of it.  Certainly, though, as symptoms progress we should seek not only healing but the Father’s advice.  Even in small matters there will be things He can tell us that will help us feel better.  Mostly, however, we should seek the Lord’s face and with that comes His healing power.  

It is not wrong to seek the advice of physicians as Asa did in this passage.  God gave us physicians and has revealed truth to them in order to help us.  Asa’s problem, and ours, is that we seek the physician’s guidance without ever consulting the one who has all health knowledge and who created us in the first place.  He knows how our bodies work better than anyone and everything that human beings know, they got from the Father.  So, the moral of this story is that we should not limit getting our medical advice from the medical community only.  We should inquire also of our Father and God.

God is able to supernaturally heal you.  He is also willing and able to tell you remedies which you can employ on your own.  Most of all, Don’t be an Asa.  Don’t wait for your sickness or disease to grow severe before you begin to seek the Lord.  If you will start out looking to Him, you can avoid a great deal of discomfort and that is always a good thing.

2369. Monday, October 10, 2016

So Glad
from 12/17/09

1 Chronicles 16: 8 – 9

O give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples.  Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; speak of all His wonders.

Now there is a beautiful picture of praise.  Here speaks the voice of one who is truly grateful for all the Lord has done and for who he is.  Sometimes we need to remind ourselves of all that the Lord has done for us so that we can be just as jubilant as was David in the above passage.  I have to remind myself but once I get started I find there is an infinite well from which I can draw.  Then it becomes easy to speak of all that He has done in your life.  His wondrous deeds begin to bubble out of you.  Sometimes when you begin to think of what the Lord has done it is hard to get past the blood of Jesus.  That alone can fill you with praise.  Think on all the things you have and all that God has done for you and then sing praises to Him.

2370. Tuesday, October 11, 2016

Thankfully Seeking

from 12/18/09

1 Chronicles 16: 11

Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face continually.

This verse is placed in a “Psalm of Thanksgiving” found in First Chronicles.  I find it interesting that in the midst of a Song of Thanksgiving David would include these words.  This was his source of strength.  He recognized that his source of Thanksgiving came from his seeking of the Lord.  His great praise comes from his having sought the Lord on many occasions.  He knew that he was enjoying this wonderful time of praise because he sought his Lord prior to the abundance of blessing.

We learn from this passage that the blessing is in the seeking.  In other words, when we seek the Lord, we find the multitude of blessings that are just naturally a part of Him.  David is teaching us that we should praise and thank the Lord but that we should also remember to continue to seek God’s face continually.  Jesus prepared a way for us to commune with he and the father and it is in that communion with them that the greatest blessing is found.  Then there is great ground for praise and worship.

2371. Wednesday, October 12, 2016

Fired Up 

from 12/22/09

Romans 12: 11
(Amplified)

Never lag in zeal and in earnest endeavor; be aglow and burning with the Spirit, serving the Lord.

Are you on fire for God?  That is what this scripture is telling us we can be; that we should be.  Do you know that glow that a bride has around her on her wedding day?  That is like the glow that should follow us.  When we get a real revelation of the deep love the father has for us, it lights us up like a Christmas tree.  Then we can evermore glow with the fire of the Holy Spirit.  We need that.  Stir yourself up so that you never lack in zeal for the Lord.  Serve Him with a full heart because you want to; never because you think you have to.  Remember he called you in love rather than in duty.  Yet it is your love for him that will draw you into doing things you never even thought possible.  Let the Holy Spirit fill you to overflowing so that you will be aglow with His love and power.

2372. Thursday, October 13, 2016

Needful Prayer
from 12/23/09

Romans 12: 14
(Amplified)

Bless those who persecute you [who are cruel in their attitude toward you]; bless and do not curse them.

I really think this is the hardest thing we have to do as Christians.  If we are truly dedicated to our Father and really want to please Him, we have to learn to bless those who torture us.  We have to learn how to ask God to bless those people who are mean and vindictive to us.  Look, if they are behaving in a way that is mean spirited, then they really need your prayers.  They are acting out of broken place in them and only our heavenly father has the power to heal those deep injuries.  If you damn them and curse them, then who is going to pray for them?  They are acting out towards you precisely because you are of the Lord and your life and light are beacons to them.  Perhaps it is also a condemnation because they know the unloveliness that is resident in their hearts and they feel conviction from the Holy Spirit.  Don’t give up on them though.  No matter how they torture and abuse you, keep your faith in the Holy One of Zion.  He will see you through and He is their salvation as well.  Hang in there.  You might be the only person that your tormentor has that will pray for them.  Your father sees your suffering and your faithfulness.  And even though it seems hopeless at times, your father will see you both through.

2373. Friday, October 14, 2016

That’s Life

1 John 5: 12



He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.

I have been having some interesting discussions with people about the essence of life.  What is life or who is life?  Here we learn from John that the one who does not have the Son, does not have life.  That is putting it plainly.  Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14: 6).  John’s statement is certainly consistent with what Jesus taught him.  

Jesus also told us that he came to give us life (John 10: 10).  Do you think this is just a metaphor or is there a physical and spiritual law in play here?  One of the things I have learned in studying the Bible is that it is much more literal that most of us realize.  For example, the Word says, “As he thinks within himself, so he is” (Proverb 23: 7).  I dare say most Christians accept the idea figuratively that as we think of ourselves we truly are.  If you think of yourself as unintelligent, you will manifest less brilliance.  If you think of yourself as gifted, your gifts will show.  However, science is now proving that this proverb is literally true.  Our health, for example, responds to our thought patterns.  We are learning through the latest research that a person can affect the physical construction of tendons, ligaments, bones, etc. through our purposeful and directed thoughts.  That is amazing!  People are manifesting healing in their bodies through their thoughts.  Remember, Jesus told us that we would receive what we believe. 

So, when Jesus said that he is the life, is he being literal?  One might think so.  Certainly eternal life is in him but I think there is more to it than just salvation.  Jesus is the life.  Whoever has Jesus has life.  He is the source of life or he is that spark which is life.  Without Jesus, there is no life either figuratively or literally.  We are all dead without the life of God which is in Christ Jesus.  I have wondered many times what the world was like those three days that Jesus was dead.  What did the earth go through for three days without the life?  Did the earth begin to dies?

Give this a bit of thought.  It is fascinating to think about.  Mostly, there is comfort and reassurance that our life is well guarded and preserved in Christ Jesus.  He is our source.  He sustains us.  Let that be encouragement to wrap yourself even more tightly about him.

2374. Monday, October 17, 2016

Goodness Me!

3 John 1: 11

Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good.  The one who does good is of God; the one who does evil has not seen God.

The instruction John gives us in the beginning of this verse is pretty obvious; do good instead of evil.  When we get to the second sentence we begin to see the deeper spiritual considerations.  

One of the most frequent questions I get is about Christians who behave badly.  Even though we are saved, this transformation that Paul wrote about in Romans 12 is a process.  None of us always behave in the way we want to, that is a certainty, so we have understanding and forgiveness for others as they struggle to be the person they are destined to be.  How is it, though, that Christians can do evil?  The answer is here in this verse.  They haven’t seen God.

Everyone needs a personal encounter with Jesus.  That is the singular event which ignites the transformative process.  We need to see God, to have a personal encounter with Him.  It is this which will open the doors of our heart.  Merely uttering a prayer of salvation does not fuel the furnace of change.  It is the beginning of the quest but the quest is for Jesus, the Father and for intimate relationship with the Holy Spirit as well.  Saying a salvation prayer is not an end all.  It is the inception of this wonderful time of coming to know the Father and of having meaningful fellowship with Him.  It is that doorway through which we walk so that we can encounter the Father personally.  The one who sees God, who meets Him; the person who has a one on one encounter with the Holy One will forever be changed.  That is why I so want you to seek the Father.  He is the power to radically transform our lives.  Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.  Only when we see the Father and the Son face to face will we have the power to put evil and bad actions out of our lives.  Even though we are not yet perfect, this resident power within us causes a metamorphosis so profound that we are barely able to recognize ourselves.

Do you want to “do good”?  Goodness is in the Father.  The more we pour our lives into Him and allow Him to be intimately close to us, the more His goodness is revealed through us.  I want to encourage you to pursue the Father, Son and Spirit with all your strength and help others to find their way to a direct encounter with God.  It will be all good.

2375. Tuesday, October 18, 2016

Harmony

Proverb 22: 24

Do not associate with a man given to anger; or go with a hot-tempered man.

Truth be told, it is no fun being around someone who is prone to angry outbursts.  Should it be a surprise that God has specifically given us instruction to avoid associating with these people?  

Some people walk around full of anger.  They do their best to contain it, they wrap iron bars around their hearts in an attempt to control their anger but it always turns out to be in vain.  The smallest thing sets them off and their reaction goes far beyond what is merited.  The reason they have such uncontrollable and out of scale reactions is because of the hurt which is within them every minute of the day.  They have nursed these hurt feelings for years or worse, have stuffed them down into their subconscious.  They lie to themselves saying they have it all under control but you only need be around them for a short time to see that they are far from in control.  It is easy for these angry people to become further crippled by substance abuse as well.  They will look for any remedy for anesthetizing the hurt.  

What happens when you associate with these people?  You will get hurt and you will be influenced by their anger issues.  You may even find yourself responding in anger because of the need to defend your sensitive spirit from harsh and angry language and behaviors.  There is a larger concept involved here too.  Jesus is the Lord of peace.  A brief search of the New Testament on the word peace yields 93 instances where it was used.  I like what Jesus said in Mark 9: 50, “Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”  We are to live in peace.  He also said, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace (John 16: 33).  We could go on and on because Jesus is the Prince of Peace but let me end with something Paul wrote, “For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace (Romans 8: 6).  Here we begin to see the crux of the argument revealed.  Jesus is peace and the mind, or the person, set on the Spirit of God is peace.  Another way of saying this is that peace follows the one whose mind is stayed on Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  You cannot intertwine your life with Jesus and be a person of anger, turmoil and chaos.  Jesus brings order and peace.  So God recognizes that the person who is angry is not surrendered to the Trinity.  These people sow friction and discord wherever they go.  

This is not the way which the Lord has ordained for us.  We are meant to live in peace and harmony.  So, don’t go with a man given to anger.  You will not be in the presence of the Holy Spirit but rather with a spirit of conflict.  It is not good for you; it is not good for your spirit or even your health.  Pray for those people but do not associate with them.  So says God.

2376. Wednesday, October 19, 2016
Believe It

from 12/30/09

Romans 10: 11
For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.

I believe the above yet I know many disappointed Christians.  For years I have wondered why we are not living in more victory than we are.  I have found one reason even if it may not be the definitive answer.  When we read a passage like the one above, most of us are initially excited by it.  Within seconds, though, doubts come.  We don’t know if we can really believe this or not.  Right then we begin to compromise the Word of God.  We don’t like to think that we do that but the truth is, unfortunately, that we do.  The next thing we do is wait for God to prove that this word is true.  We have all done it even though we all want to be faith giants.  We adopt a “wait and see” attitude.  To do otherwise is like stepping out on the edge of a cliff.  

I am coming to believe, though, that God’s miracles are out there on that cliff.  I believe He wants us to accept His word as truth and act on it rather than waiting to see it proved out in our experience.  He wants us to learn to have faith and trust in the words we read and put our reliance in them.  What would it mean to you if you really, really believed the passage above?  What if you knew beyond any doubt that you would not be disappointed in whatever you do?  Would it change the way you approach some situations?  I know it would change how I deal with situations if I could jump all the way into radical belief and radical trust.  Join me!  Let’s step one step further out on that cliff and try to believe God the way He says things.  Let’s try to accept Him where He is instead of making Him fit into our limited thinking.  Let’s just inch one bit further into trust and acceptance.  It could make for a very radical experience indeed.

2377. Thursday, October 20, 2016

Parked Car

from 12/31/09

John 16: 13

But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth.

There used to be an expression, “God can’t steer a parked car.”  The point of it was that the Holy Spirit has been sent here to steer and direct you but you have to get the car off of the curb first.  You must start the car and put it in gear and then the Holy Spirit can direct you.  What does this mean in practical terms?  It means that you cannot just sit around and wait for God to drop something in your lap and have great success.  The reason is that He directs your steps not jump starts you.  You’ve got to get involved in your own success.   Talk to the Lord about the things you want.  You can still tell Him that it is most important to you that you follow His directions.  You’ve got to start heading somewhere, then He can tell you which turns to make and which paths to take.  But don’t just sit in your car waiting for him to start the car and drive too.  It is not going to happen.  Start doing something.  Head in some direction and He will let you know if a course correction is called for. But first, get out of park.  

2378. Friday, October 21, 2016
Happy Days are Here

from 1/4/10

Psalm 30: 5

For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime; Weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning.

Some people spend their whole lives in bondage of guilt and torment because they fear God’s anger is against them.  This seems to be true even of people who are Christians.  It should not be.  God is love (1 John 4: 16).  He sees you with favor.  In other words, when He looks at you, He looks upon you with fondness.  Anger is not the emotion that wells up in Him when He looks at you.  We are His children and dear to Him.  While we certainly do things which can provoke His anger, His disappointment in us and with us is always overcome by His great love and affection for us.  We are His people.  He made the choice.  He knew what He was getting when He chose us.  We did not choose Him, He chose us.  His love burns like an eternal flame; it cannot be quenched.  I figure that is His problem.  He is the almighty.  He knew I was flawed when He chose me but His great grace is working in me and in all of us to transform us into the image of His dear son.  I am willing to give myself to Him to allow Him to work Himself out in me.  You will have a very difficult time doing that though if you think your relationship with the Lord is based on His anger towards you.  While we all may deserve His anger, His grace has given us favor.  Bask in your favor and be grateful that we are not getting what we would have deserved if it had been up to us to earn anything.  Praise God for His love and Jesus’ blood and let the favor of God completely envelope you.  After all, the weeping was for last night or last year.  It is a new day so shout.

2379. Monday, October 24, 2016

Building Foundations


from 1/5/10

Psalm 112: 1 & 7
Praise the Lord!  How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments.  He will not fear evil tidings.  His heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.

The word “fear” in the above passage means to revere and worship.  Therefore, blessed is the person who reveres and worships the Lord, who treasures the Word of God.  That person need not live in fear of anything.  The Word of God is alive in his (her) heart. When you have developed an intimacy with the Word of God, your trust grows to the point that fear becomes an insult.  Fear just begins to recede as the Word of God grows in your heart.  You really do not have to do much; it just begins to happen increasingly.  You find you believe more in the Word of God than you do the evil forebodings that want to take root in your mind and heart.  Then your faith increases because your heart is rooted in the Word.  Knowing God’s will makes you steady as well as making your heart steadfast.  You become a firm fixture who is not easily blown from place to place.  Trust in the Lord with all your heart and you will not be easily shaken.  The Word is the foundation upon which that trust is built.  

2380. Tuesday, October 25, 2016

Send Me
from 1/6110

Isaiah 6: 8

Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?”  Then I said, “Here am I.  Send me!”

I will be honest with you.  I just returned from an exciting weekend conference in Huntsville, Alabama with the dynamic folks at Impact Ministries (www.impactministries.com).  We arrived home at midnight thrilled with all that was shared at the conference but a wee bit on the tired side.  So, I pulled this Word of the Day out of the archive.  I don’t think you are being cheated though.  I find myself, again, really attracted to this verse and even though I was there when this was written by my own fingertips a few years ago, I find it inspiring, especially after a powerful weekend fellowshipping around God’s Word.  I hope you enjoy it.

What a poignant and moving passage of scripture!  It is called Isaiah’s commissioning.  Perhaps it stirs your heart because there is something in you that cries out, “Send me Lord.”  Maybe you feel the call of the Lord on your life when you read these words.  

We all are part of the body of Christ and every part of the body is important.  Maybe you have been called into “the ministry” and maybe you haven’t been called into a pulpit ministry, but everyone has their part in the ministry of Christ.  You are uniquely suited to do that for which you are called and no one can do what you can do because your uniqueness makes you uniquely qualified.  You are the only person like you in the world and the only one placed exactly where you are.  Maybe you are the mother of someone who will never be who they should be except that you fulfill your job.  Only you can be the encourager they need.  Maybe you are a great influence in your job.  Or maybe you finance the work of the kingdom and without you some preacher will never get sent.  Your faithfulness is key in the Kingdom of God.  There will never be another you and only you can do what you have been given to do.  Don’t minimize who you are but rather tell our Lord, “Here am I.  Send me.”

2381. Wednesday, October 26, 2016

Nearby

Jeremiah 23: 23

“Am I a God who is near,” declares the Lord, “and not a God far off?’

God wants you to know that he is a close God rather than a faraway deity.  He is a personal, close friend and confidant.  Sometimes people perceive God as sitting far away in some distant space.  He says that he fills the heavens and the earth (Jeremiah 23: 24).  He is as close as your breath.  He lives in you and all around you.  Look at something near you at this moment.  God is in that space between you and the item at which you looked.  He is in your present moment.  He is completely filling the earth.  His presence is so close that when you inhale, you breathe Him in.  When your heart beats, He hears the sound of it.  He has filled all of the space of this earth.  Everywhere you go, there He is.  He is a very present God because He is in love with you.  He wants to be with you all of the time and help you with everything you do.  He wants to do things for you so that you can enjoy your life.  You have a very close friend.  He is ever present so you will never be alone.  What do you want to do today?  How would it be if you carried the creator of the whole universe with you?  Wouldn’t that be awesome?  There is nothing He would like more than to go to work with you today and go to lunch with you.  

2382. Thursday, October 27, 2016

Family


from 1/8/10

2 Corinthians 6: 18

And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me.”

This is a deep and important message but it is difficult for many of us to really fathom.  The relationship that God wants to have with you is central to all His thoughts.  Every other promise He has made us is here in this simple statement.  And He made this statement many times throughout history and is still saying today that He wants to be a father to you and He wants you to be, to choose to be, His child.  This relationship is so important to Him that it forms the basis of His covenant with David.  Of all the things He could give to David or promise David, God chose this relationship of father and child to be the most important thing He could give.  David was well loved by God.  The bible says that David was a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13: 14).  In other words, David was precious and dear to God and David’s behaviors pleased and blessed God’s heart.  God could have given David anything in all of creation.  He could have promised him anything.  What God did do was to promise David everything.  Within the covenant He made with David was every need met, the desires of his heart fulfilled and David was made a king to boot.  Everything you need or will ever need or want is in this relationship and it is God’s covenant promise to you.  Be his kid and let him be your father.

2383. Friday, October 28, 2016

Forgive & Forget

Jeremiah 31: 34
I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.

The entire topic about forgiveness fills volumes.  There is God forgiving us and us forgiving others.  However, there is another aspect of this topic that is interesting.  Let’s call it forgive and forget.  Is it truly forgiveness if we retain the memory of the transgression?  Do we forgive someone only to later resurrect that offense in times of anger or self-victimization?  

God not only forgives our sins but He puts them behind Him, literally.  Isaiah 38: 17 says that he casts our sins behind His back.  They are behind Him where He can no longer see them.  He isn’t holding onto our sin, mistakes, misdeeds, errors or even plain stupidness.  The God’s Word translation of today’s verse reads, “I will forgive their wickedness and I will no longer hold their sins against them.”  To God, forgiveness means that He has erased it and put it out of His mind.  Whew!  That is what I call “Good News.”

Now with people, it can be a different thing.  We like to retain the sin of others.  “Forget my sin, Father, but I will never forget what that person did to me.”  We even retain the sins of people who do not directly affect us.  There is no better example of this than David.  We are first introduced to David in 1st Samuel.  He was a shepherd boy who the great prophet, Samuel, anointed to be king.  After his calling and anointing, though, he returned to tending sheep, which is so often the case.  The next big thing we hear of David is of him slaying the giant, Goliath.  David eventually went on to live in the palace of King Saul and served him faithfully.  He became a mighty warrior but in his madness, Saul chased him off.  Eventually though, David does become the king of Israel.  In fact, The Complete Book of Who’s Who in the Bible by Philip Comfort and Walter A. Elwell, says that he was Israel’s most important king.  But the great king fell.  He lusted after Bathsheba, contrived to have her husband killed, and then took her for himself.  Later he repented, God forgave him and his life prospered.  We wrote most of the Psalms and through the Psalms we get the most clear picture of a close relationship, a true loving connection between a person and God.

I am always amazed when out of all of the Psalms, 1st Samuel, 2nd Samuel, 1st Chronicles, and the slaying of Goliath the one thing people choose to bring up about David is that he sinned.  Really?  Jesus made it quite evident that we have all sinned when he said, “He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone” (John 8: 7).  Paul just came right out and said it in Romans 3: 23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  But then Paul, knowing God and His forgiveness, went on to write, “being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (v. 24).  In other words, although we have all sinned and as such fall short of the glory of God, God, by His grace, extends mercy and forgiveness to us as a free gift.  We haven’t earned forgiveness.  We don’t deserve it but that is what grace is, a free, undeserved gift.  Yea!  

Likewise, it was God’s grace that forgave David.  Psalm 51 is a clear picture of a contrite and repentant heart.  David knew that he sinned against God and even against himself but he also knew God’s loving-kindness better than any human that had walked the earth.  He believed in the kindness of God and he repented.  Do you know what God had to say about David?  The bible says that David was a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13: 14).  God’s opinion of David isn’t of David as a sinner but as a beloved child.  He loved that, although David messed up, he sought God’s heart.  

What does it say about us if our recollection of David is of his sin with Bathsheba?  How many sins have we committed?  In fact, Jesus told us not to judge (Matthew 7: 1) and yet we sit in judgment of David as if we are any better.  That is sin.  If God has forgiven David, why do we insist on holding on to his sin?  If God remembers his sin no more, why do we post it on our bulletin boards?  Is this an attempt to make us feel better about our sin and inadequacies?  I am thankful God forgave David.  I praise God that He has put David’s sin behind Him because I need that same grace.  I want Yahweh to forget all the times that I have messed up too.

Jesus died for my sin and yours.  The grace that was big enough to pardon David is more than able to cleanse us of our iniquity.  The blood of Jesus is more potent than any sin or any sinner.  Whoever puts themselves under the blood is cleansed, praise God, so we must ask ourselves what relationship we are to have with another person’s sin.  Secondly, Father God chooses to forgive your sin (even your sin of judgment) and remember it no more.  So, why should you retain the memory of it along with all of the accompanying emotions if God has put it behind him?  

I encourage you to take your sin to the loving Father and lay it at His feet.  Speak with Him with an open and contrite heart.  When, however, you leave the throne room, leave that sin there along with the memory of it.  Bury your sin and stop digging it up.  Dad doesn’t want to be reminded of it.  He has put it behind him.  Now, can you?

2384. Monday, October 31, 2016

Health and Healing

Exodus 15: 26
And He said, “If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the Lord, am your healer.”

There is healing, and then there is health.  Yahweh, our Father is also known as Jehovah Rophe which is translated as either Jehovah heals or Jehovah my health. That is fascinating because, while they are similar offices, the names certainly imply a difference in application.  Our father, who is our health, prefers that we walk in health.  When we walk in health, we do not need healing.  However, if we need a super-natural healing, just a one touch and you’re done, He can do that as well.

Today’s verse reveals God, our health.  Since His plan was that we would walk in health, He is careful to give us the life strategy which will yield that end result.  Therefore, He told the Israelites, “In order to walk in continual health, listen to my counsel.  I will always lead you in the paths of health and wholeness.”  He told them to give heed to His commandments, statutes and to follow His voice.  Now some people will read this verse as a threat as if God is saying do what I tell you or else I am going to curse you with plagues and disease.  That is not the case at all.  He was telling them to keep his words because he was telling them things that would prevent them from getting sick.  He was leading them into wellness.

God was daily giving them the inside scoop on that which would make the Israelites healthy and wealthy and do know what, He is still doing that today.  Some of the healing He wishes to give to us comes by way of lifestyle changes.  Maybe He wants you to give up soft drinks or smoking.  Maybe He is encouraging you to drink water everyday or take a walk.  There are so many things He is trying to teach His people today about living healthy.  Some of us, though, are so busy praying for a supernatural healing that we cannot hear His counsel on health.  One minor adjustment in your diet may be all you need to restore you to health.

Quiet yourself down and listen to the voice of God in your heart.  Pray while you grocery shop.  If you will tune into God’s voice I believe you will hear him telling you many ways to be healthy.  He will also lead you to scripture after scripture with wisdom for health.  God’s will is for you to be healthy and whole so He always seeks to lead you in that direction.  Hearken to the voice of the Lord and be made whole.

2385. Tuesday, November 1, 2016

Delightful

Psalm 37: 23  

(God’s Word Version)
A person’s steps are directed by the Lord,   and the Lord delights in his way.
The good news of this verse may not jump out at you right away.  Read it again.  Now what do you see?  I think we read verses about the Lord leading us but don’t really see them.  Imagine yourself a small (or large) business owner.  Now imagine that every day the Lord directs your steps, your actions.  Doesn’t that give you a sense of peace?  Now here is the really good news.  God’s direction and assistance does not end when you close the shop door for the day.  Every part of your day, and indeed your life, can receive the benefit of the Father’s guidance.  One benefit of receiving God’s insights and advice is success.  I like the benefit this verse points out.  The person who allows God to speak into their life also receives the delight of the Lord.  You’ve gotta love that.  How would you like going to bed every night knowing that the Lord is delighted in you?  Do you think it would affect the quality of your sleep?  Would your heart bask in peace?

It should be obvious that the Lord wants to guide your day.  Why else would He take delight in the ways of people who allow His directions?  Life always runs more smoothly when we listen to the directions of the Lord.  In these perilous times, there is another important reason to hearken to the voice of the Lord.  He leads us in the paths of safety and protection.  He will actually direct your footsteps so that you do not go in the way of danger.  

Our relationship with God can be as active or passive as we choose.  I personally feel that the time has come for us to enter into a relationship with Him such that He is in every minute of our day.  There is too much to gain and too much to lose by having a Sunday relationship with Him.  If you agree, ask Him to speak His wisdom into every facet of your day and every minute of your life.  Allow Him to direct your steps and be the delight of His heart.
2386. Wednesday, November 2, 2016

Pardoned

Micah 7: 18

Who is a God like Thee, who pardons iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His possession?  He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in unchanging love.

I pray this revelation will fill the earth, and the church.  God isn’t angry.  He does not retain His anger but rather lets it go in favor of unchanging love.  Yahoo!  And just consider that this is a passage out of the Old Testament.  Frankly, there are lots of New Testament believers who think God is angry now.  Some folks are willing to concede that God is now a God of love but they think He was an angry God before.  The truth is that God doesn’t change.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13: 8).   If we take a position that God was angry, revengeful, and wrathful our hearts convict us.  We cannot truly believe in a God who is love and live in that love if we believe this same “person” is the one who tortures us and is angry with us.  We have to choose – is God an angry deity or is He love?

So do you want another little bite of truth?  God sent Jesus to the earth in the Old Covenant, not the New.  Even the New Testament begins with Jesus’ birth, yes?  So, that means that when God sent him, it was still the Old Testament.  Are you following along with me?  That would mean that this vengeful, evil, mean, wrathful GOD sent His beloved son to die for us.  That makes absolutely no sense at all.  Look at today’s Old Testament verse.  God chose way back in the day to pardon iniquity and to pass over our rebellious acts.  What is that about?  Then He chose not to be angry because His very nature is love.  He chose to love us rather than to hold onto His anger.  He has chosen to put His love for us above our sin.  

Here is the bottom line.  God chose love over sin.  He chose to focus on His love for us rather than on our stinking iniquity.  His love has overcome our sin.  He put sin under the mercy seat and under the blood.  He isn’t writing your name in a book and inscribing beside it every sin you have ever committed.  No, your name only has one word written beside it, “Forgiven” and it is written in crimson.  You’ve just got to get happy about that.  You are forgiven!  

Just one side point.  I like that God takes His own advice.  He has told us not to hold onto our anger.  In fact, He said to let not the sun go down on our anger (Ephesians 4: 26).  It’s good to see that He has let go of His anger too.
2387. Thursday, November 3, 2016

The New Plan

Hebrews 10: 16 – 18

“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days says the Lord: I will put My laws upon their heart, and upon their mind I will write them,” He then says, “And their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”  Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.

Have you ever wanted to know what the new Covenant is?  Well, here it is.  How amazingly exciting is this?  One of the big keys to the New Covenant and its operation in our lives is that the Father, Himself, has come to live inside us.  We are the temple of the New Covenant.  If that wasn’t big enough, Yahweh God, brings with Him Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  of course His words are within us, by His presences and by His spirit He is writing them on our hearts and minds.

Now I could go on and on about this New Covenant but there is one specific point I want to bring to your attention.  Look again at these words, “And their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”  What?!  Are you hearing this?  God made forgetting our sins and lawlessness part of His commitment under the New Covenant.  Now should you think this is a powerless statement, remember that the New Covenant is written in Jesus’ blood.  Would God, for one moment, minimize the blood of Jesus by not honoring the statements spoken here?  If we was to retain even one of your sins, that would be to dishonor and disregard the sacrifice Jesus made for us all.  It would also break the New Covenant and God would break His Word.  Now, if God were even once break His word do you know that the entire earth would collapse?  Think about it.  God created the entire world and even you and I by His words.  If He broke one it would break the underlying foundation, security and foundation of every word He has ever spoken.  That He will not do.

Also, look at today’s verses this way.  No one bargained the New Covenant with God.  There was no one with any leverage who twisted His arm in order to get a single provision out of Him.  Every single promise of the New Covenant was freely given.  So, ask yourself why the provision of forgetting all of our trespasses and transgressions is part of the contract.  It is only there because it reflects God’s heart.  It is God’s desire to remember your sins no more.  He weight your sin and mine, the sin of yesterday and even tomorrow and on the other side of the scale He placed the sacrificial lamb.  That sin offering was the only one that could eradicate our sin from existence.  The price has been paid.  We are free.  

So then this question arises and it is the one dealt with in the final sentence.  If God has made a once for all sin offering for us, and in the doing washed away our sin forever, why are we still going through life trying to make sin offerings to God?  You see, our part is the accept the sin offering.  It is as simple as, “Father, I messed up but I thank you that Jesus paid the price for my sin.  I apologize, Lord.  I receive forgiveness and thank you for it.”  We have no business wailing and groaning about our sin.  We need to quickly change our behaviors and receive the grace that was won for us.  Why are you hanging onto sin that Dad wants to put behind Him?  Some people even act righteous over their sin by moaning and groaning about what a horrible sinner they are.  They act like their sin is bigger than Jesus’ sacrifice.  I tell you that is offensive to God and a stench in His nostrils.  He has made a way for us all to put sin in the past and to move forward in the grace that is the unmerited gift of our dear Lord.  So, don’t wallow in self-recrimination.  It really is a slam on the blood of Christ.  Pick yourself up, dust yourself off and determine to make a better decision next time, all the while, though, appreciating that God has provided for the forgiveness of sin.  Don’t be sin conscious, be Christ conscious.  It is the way.

2388. Friday, November 4, 2016

Get Happy

Isaiah 43: 25

I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins.

You may have noticed that I have been giving you verses in which God declares that He is not holding onto your sin and further that He has actually put it behind Him and forgotten it.  This verse from Isaiah says it about as plainly as can be stated.  God, for His own reasons, decided not to remember your sins.  That is such a great revelation and I am happy about it but I also see a message in here for our daily application.

Imagine how unhappily miserable God would be if He remembered every single thing we did wrong.  Can you imagine how that would feel?  It would be self-torture and yet this is the very thing many of us do in our lives.  God chose to forgive us so that His love could flow.  He chose love over judgment, over condemnation.  The side effect is that He is happy and joyful.  Hanging on to that judgment would have made it impossible for Him to constantly express joy towards us.  Retaining our sin, keeping it before His eyes would have made him depressed and forlorn.   So, rather than choose that lifestyle, He chose to forgive us and to shower His love upon us.  We didn’t and we don’t deserve it but He chose the better way.

Think about how miserable we make our lives by being judgmental and angry.  We hold onto unforgiveness and remember every sin and offense committed against us.  No wonder we are despondent creatures.  How can we look out of the lenses of our eyes to gaze upon the sunshine when we have cloaked our lives and habitats with the black sin of ourselves and others.  No wonder we are depressed, angry and broken.  In order to be healthy ourselves we must understand that Jesus told you not to judge because he was looking after you, not the other guy.  God told you to forgive because He was guarding your life and health.  The kids would say, “Get a clue!”  Our father and big brother are looking after us, advising us for our best interests.  They are not giving us laws, they are giving us life.  Isn’t that what Jesus said his purpose was, to give us life and that in abundance? (John 10: 10).

It is time for you to be free of the guilt and condemnation of your soul.  It is high time you let go of the past.  Forgive yourself, be healed of a critical and judgmental tendency and forgive all those who have transgressed against you.  Free your spirit from the oppression of anger and unforgiveness.  You are killing yourself and this is not God’s will for you.  I want you free from pain and living every day in the glory of the Lord.  This is your right and inheritance.  May it also be your reality.  Amen.

2389. Monday, November 7, 2016

Holy, Holy, Holy

Exodus 28: 36


Holy to the Lord.  
You probably recognize this verse as coming from the epic tale of the Israelites escape from captivity in Egypt and ultimate arrival in the promised land.  Aaron was Moses’ brother and the first High Priest of Israel.  His appointment and consecration to his office was met with solemnity and formality.  This marked the beginning of the priesthood of Israel.  God set out exactly what the priest’s attire was to be.  One of the things God ordained was that a medallion of pure gold was to be engraved with the words, “Holy to the Lord” upon it.  This medallion was to be affixed to the center of the turban that the High Priest was to wear.  Everyone, therefore, who encountered Aaron would be met first by these defining words.

It is noteworthy that God did not have these words engraved on a ring, a necklace or any other adornment.  The words, “Holy to the Lord” were worn right in the center of Aaron’s forehead.  Kings and Queens wear and carry many symbols of their office and of power.  None is more poignant, though, than the crown.  There is something about crowning a person’s head that seems to produce a greater message than anything else.  That is why it seems significant that God chose the forehead of the priest for this telling message.  Think of this too, if you look at yourself in the mirror, do you not almost always see your head?  You may not see much of the rest of your body but most often the image of your head is reflected back to you.  So, imagine what Aaron looked upon every time he saw himself.

So, you are waiting for the parity of this verse to your life, aren’t you?  Well, I say that “Holy to the Lord” is emblazoned on your forehead as well.  I honestly believe that every one who can see in the spiritual realm, including demons, sees that you have been marked as a highly valued member of the royal family.  We know that there will be a time when people will be pressured to take the mark of the beast upon themselves but there are verses in the Bible which tell us that we have already been marked by and for God (Ephesians 4: 30 Amp.).  We are His and His alone and I think you can take great comfort in that.  I want you to see even more than that though.  I want you to see in the reflection in your mirror, “Holy to the Lord”.   Every time you look in the mirror to put on your make-up or shave, the words “Holy to the Lord” should shine back at you.  You are holy and precious.  It is right there as plain as the nose on your face.
2390. Tuesday, November 8, 2016

False Feeling

2 Corinthians 5: 7

For we walk by faith, not by sight.

As I apply this verse to my own life I say, “I walk by nothing which is not of faith.”  In application “sight” certainly would refer to physical sight but we also speak of seeing things other than with our physical eyes.  Someone explains a matter and we say, “I see that.”  These kinds of sightings, it would seem to me, must stand up to the test of faith as well.  I know for myself one of the most deceptive signs for me to follow is my feelings.  They are often wrong.  I do not deny the expression of emotion, not by any means.  I just mean to say that I must still put feelings and emotions to the test of faith and the word.

One epiphany of this principle came to me shortly after I had some minor surgery on my shoulder.  The surgeon put the stitches under the skin which was great because there is no scarring.  A couple of weeks after the surgery, though, those sutures started dissolving and when they did, they would pop.  When the first one popped my eyes probably got as big as saucers.  I had no idea what it was other than a bit painful.  I thought something might be wrong which was especially bad because I was out of town at the time.  The sutures continued to pop one after one.   I was beginning to get a little concerned about it because I didn’t know what was happening.  Finally, though, I figured it out.  Then I could relax as they continued to dissolve.  I learned from that experience, though, that a feeling, whether an emotional feeling or even a physical one, can be misleading.  I was beginning to think something was wrong in my shoulder when it was actually the healing continuing.

That is the way it is with life.  sometimes we get emotionally charged over something and can easily misinterpret the signs.  I learned from the false feelings in my shoulder that I need to follow God by faith rather than simply following my feelings.  God has made us many promises and the Bible has revealed many truths.  We are given opportunities all of the time to choose what evidence we will follow.  Are we going to trust the words Jesus gave us or are we going to believe the 6:00 news?  Which one is going to inform our decisions and subsequent actions?  I am telling you that you can have emotional or even physical feelings in your body that are just plain wrong.  Just like I thought that popping in my shoulder evidenced a problem it is easy to be misled by these false guides.

There is only one safe trail leader, that is the Holy Spirit of God.  He will never lead you astray.  Whatever is going on in your life, whatever emotions you are experiencing, you can check them out with the Holy Spirit.  He will guide you into all truth.  That is good news in these confusing times.  Trust the Word, trust the Lord.  Let faith in God guard and protect you.
2391. Wednesday, November 9, 2016
The Way of Wisdom
Proverb 11: 11

By the blessing of the upright a city is exalted, but by the mouth of the wicked it is torn down.
So, yesterday was election day in the United States.  Job done, right?  No way.  No matter what country you live in, registering your vote is the smallest part of the job.  You can bless your city, country or province or you can curse it.  Which shall it be?

Most of us do not understand the power we have as Christians to bring blessing everywhere we go.  By our blessing, we are also blessed and this is no clearer than in the administration of government.  Whether your candidate won or not, the real job begins now.  We are taught to pray for our leaders, “First of all, I encourage you to make petitions, prayers, intercessions, and prayers of thanks for all people, for rulers, and for everyone who has authority over us. Pray for these people so that we can have a quiet and peaceful life always lived in a godly and reverent way.  This is good and pleases God our Savior” (1 Timothy 2: 1 – 3).  What this means is that we should be praying for every leader of every organization we are members of including our churches.  Why?  We make our lives a whole lot better if we do.  In the book of Acts, “They had the disciples in each church choose spiritual leaders, and with prayer and fasting they entrusted the leaders to the Lord in whom they believed” (Acts 14: 23).  These people entrusted their leaders to the Lord Jesus and we must do the same.  This would be our spiritual leaders, of course, but also our bosses, presidents, governors, the president of the PTA, the leader of the Bible Study and every other person you can think of who is in a leadership position.  It is the Lord Jesus who gives us all the grace to do whatever we are called to do.  He is what makes a great leader.  And if you are involved in choosing a leader for your organization or for a government office the best thing you can do is to pray.  Some people pray for their candidate to win but after the election is over, that is when the prayer is most needed.  No matter who wins, they are not qualified to lead.  Only Jesus is fully qualified so we need all of our leaders following him.  We need all of our leaders blessed and ministered to by him.  I don’t care who the person is, it is almost immaterial.  The key is for that person be able to hear the leading of the Holy Spirit.  We like to elect Christians to political office but a Christian who does not hear and listen to the voice of God will be just as lost in the fog as a non-Christian.  We need people in all of our organizations who can and will hearken to the voice of the Lord.  If an unsaved person was elected in your jurisdiction, then you will want to begin to pray for that person’s soul.  I don’t mean that you should begin praying condemnation prayers over them.  I mean you should pray compassion prayers for them.  Pray for them like they were your only child.  We all need a touch from Jesus.  They are no different from us in that respect.  Even if the individual is a person of God, don’t you think they will be tried and tested?   Of course they will  and they need our support every day.  By your blessing of them, you will be blessed.  

You can speak ill of your leaders or you can speak well of them and pray for them.  If you constantly run down your boss, your political leaders and your church leaders, what do you suppose you will get?  Remember, words are power containers.  You are going to end up unhappy and oppressed.  Then who are you going to blame?  You are going to get what you sow.  Therefore, pray for everyone who in anyway provides leadership in your life.  Pray and curse not.  This is the way of wisdom.

And while you are at it, pray for me too.  It is only when God speaks through my fingertips and keyboard that I have anything valid to say and to send to you, so pray for me and I promise I will pray for you.

2392. Thursday, November 10, 2016
Be a blessing  & Be blessed

Proverb 10: 22 

It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich , and He adds no sorrow to it.
I wrote yesterday that the fastest way to bless yourself is to pray for those in leadership positions above you.  Frankly, you ought to be praying for those people in the organization who are below you too but that topic is for another day.  

Do you know it is okay to be blessed?  Even financially?  Well, think about it.  Who should be the most blessed, the kids of the King or the heathen unbelievers?  There are a lot of components to being rich but it would be pure foolishness for me to suggest that financial wealth isn’t one of them.  Dad wants you blessed in every area of your life.  that, truly, is the only way you can be rich.  You gotta have health, money, a great relationship with your heavenly father, and good friends.  You are not, however, going to have these things if you don’t believe the father wants you to have them.  If you think any part of the blessing is prohibited then you are going to choke off the flow.  Believe it!

There is a reason Solomon wrote this verse.  He conveyed two messages in it.  First, wealth comes from the Father. Period.  There are no qualifiers here.  God is the Lord of the blessing.  He is the one who sends the blessing to you.  Secondly, Yahweh means for you to have the blessing and to be rich without guilt.  He is the one who blesses you.  What reason would you have to feel guilt over what the Father is doing?

Here is the point I want to get to though.  As we saw in yesterday’s devotion, the way to be blessed is to bless.  If you will hold up your leaders to the Lord, praying for them and refraining from speaking negatively, then good will come.  Now, here is the rest of the secret.  The remainder of the blessing comes on the same highway.  Father God is the Lord of provision.  No doubt about that.  He has warehouses full of provision with your name on it.  The easiest and the best way to requisition what He has already laid up for you is to give to someone else?  Be a blessing and be blessed.  That’s how this thing works.  “That’s crazy!” you say.  Yep!  It is.  The Kingdom of God does not work the way the world does and that actually makes sense too.  The world has been perverted, which means it has been twisted where it just doesn’t work any longer the way it was designed to work.  So, knowing that you really wouldn’t expect the world and the Kingdom to work the same way.  The secret is in knowing how the Kingdom works and applying those procedures.  That is why I am telling you this, so that you can apply the Kingdom principles and get yourself blessed.  Doesn’t that sound great?  

Bottom line?  If you want to be blessed, be a blessing.  Kinda weird, very cool, but most importantly, it works.
2393. Friday, November 11, 2016

Check-up

Luke 6: 46
And why do you call Me “Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?

I have this verse highlighted in my Bible and every now and again it just jumps out at me.  I kind of wish I had not highlighted it.  Then again, it is a good question the Lord Jesus poses and one that is worthy of repeated consideration.  How am I doing, today, at following his words?

I am not the only Christian who stumbles here.  It is quite easy to settle into a comfortable, if a bit apathetic, routine with the Lord.  We are supposed to zealously follow Jesus but it is difficult to retain that zeal on a day by day basis if we are not purposeful about it.  The world and life intervene.  There are many things we must do and it is so easy for that myriad of obligations and just daily life to take our eyes off of our first love.  Then we have to wake ourselves up and look at our priorities.  When that event occurs, I think the question we must ask ourselves is, “Am I truly doing what Jesus said?”  It seems to me that this question must be answered at two levels.  The first and most obvious as well as most important is, “Am I doing all that is recorded in the Bible?”  Some people might ask that question differently to essentially limit the assessment to the red letter portion of the New Testament.  I believe that to be error because Jesus is the Word.  He is the whole Word so when the Bible says in the Psalms to trust the Lord that is every bit as strong an edict as something printed in red ink.  So, are we, am I, doing all that Jesus has directed me to do in the Bible?  

The second inquiry is into those things God has specifically spoken into my life.  Am I following the dietary instruction He has given me?  Am I following the course He has laid out for me?  Did I give what He told me to give?  Did I apologize to that person He told me to apologize to?  Basically, this question represents the directions God has given to you pertaining directly to your life.  

How are you doing?  This is a challenging process but it helps us get back on track if we have slipped a little and it helps us refocus on whom we actually serve as our Lord.  As Jesus says, if I am not following what He has told me to do, then how can I really say He is my Lord?  It hurts a bit to realize how disobedient I have been but oh, it feels so much better once I realize the truth and apologize to Jesus.  We get to start again and he holds no grudge.  He is so good.  

So, give yourself a check-up.  Regardless of the answers, it really does bring life and light into your life and we all need that.
2394. Monday, November 14, 2016

Making it Easy

Deuteronomy 14: 12

“You shall surely tithe all the produce from what you sow, which comes out of the field every year.
Hey, let’s make this easy on you and answer some questions about tithing and offerings.  Well, first of all, yes, there are more gifts to the Lord than just tithes.  There are times when you will want to give a gift which is above and beyond your tithe.  Today, instead of the theology of tithes and offerings, though, I want to talk about the practical side of life.  Let’s begin with some basics though.

Tithe, quite literally, means the tenth part, hence ten percent.  The tithe is paid on gross income.  You have probably heard it said that God gets the first ten percent.  Paying on gross rather than net is what that refers to.  So, if you are an employee that means you give God ten percent of your gross pay.  You can do that each paycheck if you like and that certainly makes it easy.  You can also do it monthly if you prefer.  You could even give every week.  Just find something that makes sense with your pay schedule and your life.  If you own your own business, then you would give ten percent of your total income.  Again, do that weekly or monthly.

Okay, now, how about the question, “Who do I send my tithe to?”  Well, it should be sent to the one who is feeding you.  Who do you rely on when you need help?  Who is feeding you day in and day out.  Are you a member of a church congregation?  That church supports you by having regular weekly services and providing for your needs in other ways.  When you give that church your tithe, you pay the electricity bill, the water bill and all of the other necessaries, including salaries, which allow that church to keep providing services.  

This once was not to be a difficult question because we all simply gave our tithe to our local church.  Today, however, we may be fed by any number of ministries through internet or television ministry.  Do these ministries deserve a portion of your tithe too?  Well, perhaps so.  However, you can also reserve a gift for those ministries if you like.  In other words, you could still give your whole tithe to the local church and send the other ministries that feed you a monthly gift.  Some ministers teach not to split up your tithe.  Personally, I am alright with it.  I do feel we have a responsibility to the church we attend every week but I also thing that there is something fundamentally wrong with us feeding off of a ministry and never providing any substance back to that ministry. Take this question to the Lord in prayer but don’t be so bound by tradition that you cannot hear His leading.

What about setting up an auto payment?  You have probably heard some ministers teach not to set up your tithe on auto payment.  Their reasoning is very good but at the end of the day I have reasons which for me are more compelling for using an auto-payment function.  One of the key reasons some folks don’t want you to use autopay is because your tithe and your gifts and offerings should always be purposeful.  In other words, we should be engaged with God over our giving.  Every time I give something to the work of the Lord I want to be engaged emotionally and intentionally in that transaction.  That can be hard while using bill pay.  Besides being purposeful, our giving should also always be done prayerfully.  Again, this can be difficult if you use an auto payment feature.  One thing you can do, though, is set up your bill pay so that it sends you an email when that payment is about to go out.  Pray over that gift then.  It might not be as perfect as sitting down and writing checks but I think it will work.

The real advantage to the auto-pay feature is that you don’t forget.  This is a big deal for me because I travel a lot.  I don’t want to get two months down the road and realize I have forgotten to send in my tithe.  So whether I am on the road or in town, I know my tithe, gifts and offerings are going to be sent on time.

One other thought.  I really do believe in tithes and offerings.  I never give only ten percent.  That doesn’t make me special.  I am just more desperate for God’s blessing in my life than some other folks.  Sometimes, though, when we set up our tithe on autopay, we disengage mentally from the whole process.  That is the thing I would not have you do.  I want us to all be conscious every day about what the Father is speaking to us about giving.  He might have a gift He wants you to sow today that has nothing to do with your regular giving.  So, my bottom line is this: first, whatever Dad tells you to do relative to who you give to, how much you give (above the tithe) or the delivery method, you should do.  I strongly believe this should be something you do with the father.  Secondly, if any of the technological conveniences cause you to be disengaged in this process, then I suggest abandoning them.  I personally hate to miss a month, especially when I know some ministry is counting on my regular monthly contribution but you can make it up next month if you do make a mistake.  Don’t mishear me.  I am not saying it is okay to miss a month.  I am just saying that if you do, send double next month or send a check the moment you realize.  It is important for your giving to be done purposefully and prayerfully.  I don’t want your bank account tithing.  I want you tithing.  So, if you set up your bill pay and then forget it, disengaging in an activity that should be done mindfully, then take it out of bill pay and go back to the old fashion ways.

Lastly, if you have more questions, you may use the comment function of this devotion to post your question or click here to go to www.iveyministries.org/ask-ivey and ask your question there.  We would love to hear from you and you will get a personal response from me.  Your question might even inspire another Word of the Day because if you are thinking it, so are other folks.

2395. Tuesday, November 15, 2016

Obedience
Isaiah 1: 19

“If you consent and obey, you will eat the best of the land.”
Pastor, this is one of the quickest ways to empty out the pews; talk about obedience.  The very fastest is to teach on tithing, which I did yesterday.  However, we must move into to what I call “Grown-up Christianity” and I pray that all of the pastors who read today’s devotion are blessed with mature Christians who can hear the Word of God.

Look, there is good news attached to obedience.  That is why Isaiah has sent us this word.  We don’t have to cringe when we hear the word “obey” because there is blessing tied to it.  Hooray!  Now let’s just apply some simple logic to this.  If I obey God; if I do what He instructs me to do, is it reasonable to expect that good things are going to happen for me?  Well of course!  Whenever we walk down the path He directs us to, it will always lead to provision and blessing.  I have said this before but I imagine the old Pony Express in the American west.  Those riders followed a prescribed path.  Why?  Their provision was there.  They had the freedom to go any way they chose but the waystation with the food and fresh horse was on the suggested trail.  That is what this passage means to me.  When we consent and obey, when we do as the Father has instructed, then the natural consequence of that action is that we eat the best of the land.  Isaiah is just trying to get us blessed.  He is simply saying that if we will do what God has said, we will benefit.

Now, doesn’t that make obedience a bit more palatable?
2396. Wednesday, November 16, 2016

Psalm 103: 20


Angels
Bless the Lord, you His angels, Mighty in strength, who perform His word, Obeying the voice of His word!
We often limit our mental pictures of angels to those little cherubs we see around St. Valentine’s Day.  It is good to realize that angels are mighty in strength.  

We each have guardian angels, and those angels accompany us everywhere we go.  How beneficial would it be if your angel is a fat little baby?  We need mighty spirits guarding us and that is exactly what the Father has provided.  We read here that these spirit beings are mighty in strength but I believe they are mighty in size as well.  People who have seen angels report them as large beings.  In addition, you are not limited to one angel.  There may be ten standing around you at this moment.  Can you picture that?  What would you say to them?  They can hear you.  Feel free to talk with them.  I have a friend who even knows her three angels’ names.  What are the names of your angels?

I want you to notice the last phrase of today’s verse too.  Besides protecting us, angels also bring God’s Word to pass.  They listen for the Word of God.  When they hear it, they go into action fulfilling it.  It does not matter if the Word is spoken by God, or by you.  When they hear God’s Word spoken, they leap into action.  

It is in our best interest to learn how to cooperate with our angels.  It begins by simply acknowledging their presence.  Be aware of their presence with you.  Recreate the angelic image you hold in your mind.  See them as mighty warriors, full of strength and the Word.  Then begin to utilize them to bring God’s Word to pass in your life.  Speak the Word and give the angels something to do.  They are magnetized to the Word of God so surround yourself with the Word and you will be surrounded by angels.  Get to know your angels.  Befriend them and then give them missions to accomplish by speaking God’s Word over your life.

2397. Thursday, November 17, 2016

Abiding with Jesus

John 15: 4

Abide in Me.

We know that we supposed to abide in Jesus, and we accept the idea fairly easily.  However, how do you abide in him?

One of the easiest ways I know to abide in Jesus is to meditate on his Word.  Meditation is dwelling mentally and spiritually with Jesus.  Some of us were raised with the idea that meditation was a “new age” practice and thus forbidden to us.  Well, it is only new age if you consider the Old Testament times “new age.”  The first mention of meditation is in Genesis.  Joshua 1: 8 records the advice God gave Joshua as he was about to take over leadership of the nation of Israel from Moses.  It reads, “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night.”  Since this is the advice God gave Joshua, it must be good advice for us too.

Jesus is the Word (John 1: 1,14).  What better way to abide in Jesus than to abide in the Word?  As you ponder the Word of God, you are also effectively searching the heart of God.  As you dwell on those words and thoughts, your heart and mind dwells in Jesus.  

Sometimes we make Christian Theology way too hard.  Christianity is really as simple as hanging out with Jesus.  As we dwell with him he becomes our friend, then our best friend and finally the love of our lives.  If you want to be a friend of God and a close friend to Jesus, then hang out in The Word.  You will find Father, Son and Holy Spirit there and have fun at the same time.
2398. Friday, November 18, 2016

Get a Life

John 8: 31 

Amplified
So Jesus was saying to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word [continually obeying My teachings and living in accordance with them, then] you are truly My disciples.
We looked at abiding in Jesus yesterday.  I posited that a key way to dwell in him was to meditate in his word.  This idea is not new.  Over 2000 years ago, Jesus taught that we should abide in his Word.  The road to becoming a disciple of Christ is paved with Jesus’ words.

Discipleship programs are very popular.  Churches host week and month long programs on discipleship.  The crux of all of those programs must be abiding in Jesus’ Word.  Today’s verse reveals there is more to discipleship than only reading the word.  The Amplified Version highlights the active component of discipleship.  We must be doers of Jesus’ Word just as Jesus’ brother James intones in James 1: 22.  In fact, James taught those who are not doers of the Word delude themselves.

Jesus instructs us through today’s verse that we must continually apply his teachings.  Disciples of Jesus live according to his Word.  Meditating on the scriptures helps us to abide in Christ.  The natural result of abiding in Jesus is that we follow his teachings.  Our lives begin to reflect his ways when we abide in and obey his teachings.  All of these ideas fit together to give us the abundant life that Jesus came to earth to give us (John 10: 10).  Jesus did not come down to the earth to give us a bunch of rules.  He came to give us life.  One of the key ways he imparts life to us is through his Word.  There is life in the Word.  Let’s go get some.
2399. Monday, November 21, 2016

Impartation

James 2: 21

Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted which is able to save your souls.

Dr. Jim Richards of Impact Ministries teaches the ultimate expression of Christianity is putting off the old person and receiving the new one Christ created for us.  He calls this the Ultimate Put Off / Put On experience.  That concept is exactly what is expressed in today’s verse.  Put off your old self with all of its flaws, weaknesses and brokenness and receive Jesus, the Word, implanted into your very soul.  

These ideas touch on the very core  purposes of my ministry as well.  You will have noticed that I frequently encourage your participation with the Word of God.  My hope and prayer for you is that you have a personal encounter with the Lord.  We all need his touch.  I know if I continue to encourage you in the Word and show you how important it is to Jesus, the chance of you having a rendezvous with Jesus increases.  James taught in this verse the implanted Word can save your soul.  Mountains of theology can be built on that one brief statement.  I wish for you to live an outrageously abundant life.  Jesus came so that you could.  I want miracles, health, wealth, beauty, peace, ease and glory flowing through your daily existence.  The best way I know to facilitate that kind of overflow in your life is to impart the Word of God to you.

I wish to encourage you today.  I realize you are busy and at times overwhelmed.  Allow me and the ministry Jesus gave me to help you.  Read the Word of the Day EVERY Day.  If you do not have time to read my commentary, okay.  Just read the Bible verse.  I am sending you life because I send you the Word of God.  I send you a bit of Jesus every morning since he is the Word.  There is a huge revelation in that last statement.  Even if that is all of the Word you get each day, at least you have some Word implanted in your soul and the implanted Word is seed which will germinate.  Receive it, plant it and let it grow within you.  In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.
2400. Tuesday, November 22, 2016


Not Forsaken

from 1/11/10
Psalm 22: 1

My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?

Many people recognize these words as having been spoken by Jesus from the cross.  When the sin of the world hit him, he was isolated from his father.  Did you realize, though, David penned the same words and that they are recorded in the 22nd Psalm?  Appreciating that fact made me think that other people have likely felt the same way at some time in their lives.  I know I have.  Yet, if you read the rest of David’s psalm, you hear how his attitude changed.  The end of the psalm is written in confidence and gratitude for God’s delivering power. 

David went through some challenges in his life but he well knew that the Lord was his strength.  No matter how bad things got; no matter how worried David became, in his depths he knew God would deliver him.  From deep within him, the strength of the Lord would rise up.  David’s trust and confidence in the Lord would overwhelm the greatest of problems.  Before long, he would be writing a psalm of praise extolling the Lord’s delivering grace.

No matter how alone you feel and how desperate your situation appears, know for a fact that the Lord has not abandoned nor forsaken you.  I know it feels like you are alone but just like David, when you take your eyes off of the enormity of the problems surrounding you and put them back on your Father, you will find that He was standing right beside you the whole time.  He is well able and willing to deliver you from this present trouble.  Trust his love and power.

2401. Wednesday, November 23, 2016           Confidence
          
 from 1/12/10

Hebrews 10: 35

Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.

When your confidence is in God and in His promises, it yields its own great reward.  Why?  Confidence in God by another name is faith.  When you are living in faith that He is well able to perform all of His promises, then you are actually exercising spiritual power.  Your faith and trust in God’s ability will move mountains.  One of the things that happens when you are living in your confidence is that you automatically get out of God’s way.  When you do that, there is room for Him to work.  He cannot work on something until you let go of it and give it to Him.  Your trust and confidence in His word is the spiritual material God uses to fashion the miracle you need.  And by the way, they are not miracles to God.  What is a miracle to us is just everyday business to him.  So put your confidence in Him and in His word because that confidence is the substance of your breakthrough and it will bring forth the answers you need.  When you are tempted to worry, just remember this verse and get yourself back over into trust.
2402. Thursday, November 24, 2016

Thanksgiving

Psalm 100: 4

Enter His gates with thanksgiving And His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name.

We have much for which to be thankful.  Expressing our gratitude to the Father improves our quality of life.  I pray you have a very blessed time with family and the Lord.

Happy Thanksgiving!
2403. Friday, November 25, 2016

Pleasing Faith

Hebrews 11: 6

And without faith it is impossible to please Him.

It is faith that moves God.  He likes being held to his word.  He approves of those who will boldly confess his word, even to him.  You can quote His own scripture to Him and He loves it.  When you have faith enough in that Word and in His willingness and ability to fulfill it, you are very pleasing to Him.  He has given you His word in order for you to use it to create your realities.  He has angels standing by to perform the Word.  He is only waiting for us to believe enough to launch those angels on their tasks with our faith.  You see, He has given the earth to us.  He has also given us His Word (with which He created the entire universe) and His power.  Our only part is to mix it all with our faith, which is our belief in His word and trust in Him.  We must trust enough in His love for us to actually and truly believe that He will do for us all He has promised.  When we do; when we really do have faith in Him, then of course He is pleased with us because we believe Him.  To not have faith is to not have developed sufficiently our trust in Him.  There is no shame in that.  We all have to develop trust one little step at a time but it is well worth the effort.  You will find that you won’t have trouble having faith in a living God as you walk bit by bit with Him.

2404. Monday, November 28, 2016

Delegating

2 Chronicles 20: 20

Listen to me, O Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, put your trust in the LORD your God and you will be established.”

It is a little bit hard learning to trust someone you can neither see nor hear.  If you have never stepped out in faith and believed God for something, then you might appreciate some guidance in learning how to walk in faith.  Start risk free with something small.  It might be some task you are working on without a lot of success.  Maybe you need to write a thank you note and the words just aren’t coming out right.  For me, it was leveling a refrigerator.  

It was late at night and the freezer door was not staying closed because I had moved the refrigerator and the floor was not level.  I had already inadvertently thawed an entire bag of chicken breasts.  So, I was lying on the floor turning the leveling legs and it just wouldn’t work.  The whole thing defied logic.  I was getting tired and frustrated.  Finally, I stopped and prayed.  Then as I looked back at the refrigerator, I had the idea to lengthen the left side.  Now, that was just opposite of what you would think but I did it anyway since I had prayed.  You know the end of the story.  It immediately fixed my problem and the freezer door stayed closed.  I was shocked and flabbergasted but really relieved at the same time.  It only took a minute to fix the problem once I prayed but I wasted a lot of time messing with the thing before.  I learned an important lesson that night; pray first. 

That refrigerator was one of many small ways I learned to trust God.  Though I am still learning, now it is much easier for me to trust him in bigger things.  As we go, we begin to turn problems over to him more quickly and we learn to take our hands and thoughts completely off of the problem.  You will find that you even quit talking about the problem that you have handed over to God because you have such an awareness that it is His problem and He will handle it.  It takes seeing Him come through for you a time or two before you really begin to believe He can and will affect our lives here and now.  Until you have witnessed it yourself it is easy to think of God as uninterested and removed from our daily lives.  Once you know the truth, though, you will be thrilled at how involved with you He really wants to be.  Go ahead.  Look for some little thing that you can trust Him with and soon you will have fewer and fewer troubles that you have to deal with.  

2405. Tuesday, November 29, 2016


Home Address

John 2: 17
His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Thy house will consume me.”

Today’s passage comes from the story of when Jesus overturned the tables in the temple, running out the merchants and money changers.  It is a great story; one with which many of you are familiar.  I want to put a New Testament spin on it for you today though.

Remember, when Jesus went through the temple overturning the moneychangers tables, the Old Covenant was still in operation.  The new dispensation only came in with Jesus’ victory over death, sin and the grave.  Therefore, when the temple was discussed in those times the reference would always have been to the building known as the temple.  There is a new message about the temple on this side of the cross.  

“For we are the temple of the living God,” (2 Corinthians 6: 16).  Bearing this verse in mind, reread today’s passage.  Now what do you see?  You better believe that Jesus is zealous over the temple.  Don’t you imagine that when he went through the building in Jerusalem he had you on his mind?  This event occurred when he was about to go to the cross.  He had been in that temple many times.  Never before did he respond to the commerce going on within.  Why this time?  The answer is that it was because he had you on his mind.  He was on his way to the cross to “cleanse the temple.”  His outward display in the church that day was a symbol of the cleansing he was about to do through his sacrifice.  Jesus was consumed with zeal for God’s house but it was not the brick and mortar building that captivated him.  He was consumed with his love for you.  It was that love; that consuming, burning love that gave him the strength to endure the cross.  

He had his Father’s mind and his Father’s thoughts.  He knew the plan and he understood what he and his Father would accomplish through the cross.  The real question is, do we?  “Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Corinthians 3: 16).  There is your key for understanding today’s scriptural quote.  Because of Jesus’ zeal for you, he endured the cross.  He had the end in mind.  He wanted to be able to make his abode in you so that he could be with you at all times.  You are that which Jesus is zealous for.  Let this truth sink into the deep part of your being.  Absorb it.  You are the temple of God.  You are Jesus’ home address.

2406. Wednesday, November 30, 2016

Finding the King
from 1/18/10
Psalm 22: 26

The afflicted (poor) will eat and be satisfied; those who seek Him will praise the LORD.  Let your heart live forever!

I am struck by the phrase, “those who seek Him will praise the Lord.”  That is such a confident expression.  One thing is sure, if you seek Him, you will find him.  In Jeremiah 29: 14 God says, “I will be found by you.”  Well, if we know that when we seek Him we shall find Him, then I suppose it is not a great logical leap to conclude that there will be praise.  How could we find God, or better yet, have Him reveal Himself to us and there not be subsequent shouts of praise?  I think the real issue is that we don’t seek Him enough and likely most of us don’t really know how.  It really is simple but it is the answer you already know.  He can be found in His word.  He is His Word.  We don’t want to spend the time in the Bible or prayer that we need to.  I am not saying it takes a lot of time.  By no means!  Sometimes I have found Him waiting for me when I just bothered to spend even a little dedicated time with Him.  You just are not going to see His glory by saying to Him, “Lord, show yourself to me.”  You have to actually seek Him.  That is what the verse says.  The way you do that is to get into your Bible.  It is so much like the Kevin Costner movie, Field of Dreams.  Costner’s character kept hearing a voice in his head saying, “If you build it, they will come.”  And come they did.  Now hear this voice in your head, “If you seek Him, you will find Him.”  You already have the promise that you will find Him so there is no risk to you.  Don’t you want the King of all creation as your personal friend?  Of course you do!  Open your Bible and look into His heart and mind.

2407. Thursday, December 1, 2016

Believers?

John 2: 22

When therefore He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture, and the word which Jesus had spoken.

Believing Jesus; believing in Jesus, ultimately should bring a person to believing the Scriptures.  
We are called “believers”, but what do we believe.  There are some basic tenets of the Christian faith which we are all expected to believe: the virgin birth, the resurrection, etc.  surprisingly, one of those basic tenets isn’t that Jesus is the Word of God.  people are taught to believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God but if you listen to them, most do not actually believe what they read in the Bible.

Once, when I was a guest at a church,  I heard a sermon on Jesus feeding the 5000.  To this day I almost regret that I did not stand up and shout, “Blasphemy!”  The pastor taught that feeding the 5000 was not a miracle of Jesus.  Instead, he posited that women in the crowd fed the people.  The women in the congregation appreciated his comment because good church women, especially from the south, do feed the multitude.  None the less, can you see that this Pastor is not truly a believer?  He does not believe what he reads in the Bible.  I wonder, sometimes, how that church is doing.  If the pastor teaches unbelief, what expressions of faith can you expect from the congregation?

I want to challenge you to read the Bible and then to believe what you read.  Third, I want you to believe that what you read there can happen today and can happen in your life.  Do you need food?  Read 1 Kings 17.  Do you need money?  Read Matthew 17: 27.  Then believe what you read.  Believe that what God did for someone else, He is willing to do for you.  Believe the Word of God.
2408. Friday, December 2, 2016

Plague Barrier

Psalm 91: 10

No evil will befall you, nor will any plague come near your tent.  

Do you believe this scripture?  To whom do you suggest it is directed?  Is it for you, or for someone else?  Yesterday’s Word of the Day holds the key to making this verse real and viable in your life.  The key to having no evil befall you and to keeping all plagues at bay is belief.  Do you believe this verse is for you?  Do you believe it speaks truth?  Do you believe God is able to make this a reality in your life?

Psalm 91 is truly one of the outstanding chapters of the Bible.  It is rich with the promises of God.  What good does any of this do, though, if we do not understand that these words were written for each one of us individually? God has provided protection for you among His many gifts.  You need to understand your rights as well as other allowances God has already made for you.  There is chapter upon chapter of Bible promises, all meant for you.  The activator for each and every promise is your belief.  If you believe a promise is for you, then you activate it in your life.  If you believe today’s verse, that no plague can come near your dwelling and that no evil can befall you, then it’s true.  If you really want to add power to your punch, start saying what the Bible says, “No evil will befall me.”  When people at work begin talking about all the sickness and disease you say, “No plague shall come near me or my household because we are a household of faith.”  Then, you shall have what you say.  
2409. Monday, December 5, 2016

Singing Through the Rain
Psalm 69: 13

But as for me, my prayer is to Thee.

David was in great distress, but he knew to whom to turn.  He sought people to sympathize with him.  He looked for comforters among men.  Ultimately, though, salvation and compassion are in the arms of the Lord.

There is something very interesting about this Psalm.  It is equally a lament of Jesus as of David.  Read the entire psalm with the thought that Jesus wrote it and you will be amazed.  Jesus’ problems were those which are common to us all and are mirrored in the passionate songs of David.

In David’s passion, we can read so much of our own hearts, the trials and victory of Jesus, and the faithfulness of the Father.  Walking through these Psalms is a journey of the heart.  If you allow yourself, you feel the pain and struggles of the writers.  You will also experience the victory in Jesus which is always the end of the story.  David wrote of his woe but then he lifted his head and saw the Father.  “My prayer is to You,” he sang.  Regardless of the trials, despite the hardships he knew his daily salvation from every challenge and danger was in the Father.

Do you have challenges in your life right now?  Fear not!  The Father, Son and Spirit are standing by to assist and comfort you.  I encourage you also to take a stroll through the psalms.  Let your heart hear the anguish yet ultimate victory.  Be encouraged.  What God did for David, He will do for you.
2410. Tuesday, December 6, 2015

Here Comes the Judge – Not!

John 12: 47

If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world.

In the unforgettable characterization by Flip Wilson, “Here comes the judge!”

I was reading the story of the Samaritan woman when today’s verse came to my mind.  The account of Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman is found in John 4, verses 1 – 42.  Many people came to believe in Jesus as the Messiah because of this woman.  She was an evangelist for Christ even though she had three strikes against her.  First, she was a Samaritan, a race despised and disdained by the Jews.  Second, she was a woman.  As such she was at best a second class citizen; at worst, a non-entity.  Then there is strike three.  She was apparently living with a man who was not her husband.  Strike three, you’re out!

But wait . . . Jesus evangelized a city through this misfit.  How can that be?  She was the disfavored of the disfavored.  Why did Jesus show her acceptance?  Why didn’t he try to correct her of everything she was doing wrong?  Why did he even condescend to speak with her?  One thing is clear to me, as I read this tale; one of us has the paradigm wrong, either Jesus or me.

Many of us, while having good intentions, operate under a wrong mindset.  We mistakenly believe that we need to judge and correct in order to save.  That is not, however, the model Jesus set for us.  In his book, judgment is correlated with damnation.  Love is connected to salvation.  Let me ask you this question?  Which model do you think is most effective?  John 4: 39 reads, “Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony.”   Jesus ended up staying in that Samaritan town for three days at the insistence of the residents all because one unlovely sinner spread the gospel.  Because Jesus showed her kindness and acceptance, especially in the light of her living arrangement, she evangelized a town.   

Love is the greatest force on earth.  God is love (1 John 4: 8) and love is God.  Mountains can be moved by applying this, the greatest power on earth.  It was love that sent Jesus to earth and it was that same love that caused him to choose the cross.  He didn’t endure the cross to judge us but rather to save us.  He went to the cross so that we could be free of the judgment that was due us.  He removed the judgment from our shoulders, indeed from our lives, and took it on himself.  He is called the savior.  That must have meaning.  In his own words, he describes himself as our savior, not our judge.  He has the right to judge us because the Father gave all judgment to him (John 5: 22).  He chose not to exercise that authority but rather to spend his life and death in removing judgment from us.  That is one powerful testimony.  Tell that to a sinner.  Tell them that no one is judging them.  Tell them God loves them and sent His son to save them rather than judge them.  Tell them Jesus wants them to spend eternity with him in heaven.  That is the good news of the Gospel.

2411. Wednesday, December 7, 2016
The Currency of Faith

from 1/20/10

Matthew 9: 28 – 30
And after he had come into the house, the blind men came up to Him, and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”  They said to Him “Yes, Lord.”  Then He touched their eyes saying, “Be it done to you according to your faith.”  And their eyes were opened.

We know what the faith of the two blind men.  They must have had faith that Jesus could and would restore their sight.  Jesus prayed that they would receive according to their faith.  It was not his own faith Jesus used to heal the two men.  It was their faith.  Isn’t that interesting?  This may account for the limitation in miracles we see these days.

When the two blind men approached Jesus about restoring their sight, He had a pretty surprising response to them.  “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”  Why did He question them about their belief?  Why wasn’t his own knowledge enough for him?  When Jesus was in his hometown the scripture says “He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.”  (Matthew 13: 58).

Many people don’t understand why things happen or why God does not intervene in certain situations.  What many of us fail to recognize is that God needs some faith to work with.  Our faith is the material that He uses to fashion our miracles.  Hebrews 11: 1 says “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” KJV  Faith is the substance of our answered prayers.  We give God our faith and He creates with it.  We are in partnership with God and faith is one of the main things we bring into the partnership.  

How do you develop faith?  By reading God’s word.  Nothing is going to replace getting in the Word and letting Him talk to you.  Romans 10: 17 says, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”  That’s the base, the foundation.  Then the other thing we can do is get around faith people.  When you are around other people who are building their faith, it helps you build your own.  We become more faith minded and are pulled up into higher levels of faith.  And you can go from zero to hero faith in a very short time, but begin with the word and pray for help in growing in faith.

2412. Thursday, December 8, 2016

No Disappointment

from 1/20/10
Romans 10: 11

For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.”

You never have to be disappointed.  Now wouldn’t that be great, to live a life where you are never disappointed?  Do you believe that possible?   Probably not, and that is where we all lose it.  It is a challenge believing we can live a life without disappointment.  There is the rub; if we can’t believe it, we can’t achieve it.  Anything we cannot believe for, we cannot attain.  God works through our faith to bring those things to pass that we need.  He performs the miracles but He needs us to do the believing.

We all need to work on our belief level.  We need to trust God with some small matters so that we can prove to ourselves that He is true to His word.  We need to hear about the miracles He has performed in other people’s lives, and, we need to become familiar with the promises He has made us.  If we can really “believe” in Him, then we truly can live without disappointment.

2413. Friday, December 9, 2016

from 1/22/10

1 Corinthians 2: 10

For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

We are only beginning to understand the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  This powerful scripture shows us part of the function of the Holy Spirit.  He reveals knowledge, wisdom and insight to us from God the Father.  There is nothing hidden from the Holy Spirit.  Since God knows all things, the Holy Spirit knows all things. He searches the deepest parts of God’s being so nothing is barred from Him.  Then He discloses to us these deep things.

John 16: 13 tells us that the Spirit will disclose to us those things which He hears from the Father.  The Spirit was sent here to guide us into all truth.  He is the Spirit of Truth.  So you have a very present helper who can bring you help from the very heart of God.

You can talk with the Holy Spirit just as you talk with the Father or the Son.  Invite Him to be in your life.  Ask Him to lead you and teach you.  He will be a mentor and a friend to you.

2414. Monday, December 12, 2016

Revealer

1 Corinthians 2: 12
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God.

One of the things I have done in my Bible is to underline in blue every  place that teaches about the Holy Spirit.  Why?  Because I want to know and understand this third person of the trinity.

John 16: 13 teaches us that the Holy Spirit will lead us in all truth.  He will reveal to us the things of God.  Whatever he hears God speak, he will reveal to us.  He is a revealer.  His role is, in part, to show us all that God has already prepared for us.  God, our Father, does not wish that we would be ignorant of all the good things He has already made available to us.  God has freely given us good things to enjoy.  The Holy Spirit shows us this abundant provision.  He is tasked with leading us to all things which God had created just for us.  Now, don’t you want to know, personally, the guy whose job is to point you towards provision?

We should be clear, however.  This is not the spirit of the world.  The Holy Spirit is, himself, a gift of God.  He was promised to the children of God and poured out at the Pentecost.  This pouring out was foretold and we are the blessed generation.  Paul indicates in today’s verse that this Spirit from God is a gift we receive.  Why is that important?  The reason we need to recognize the word “receive” is that one can just as easily refuse a gift. 

God has freely given us many things.  We can easily be unaware of these gifts and never receive all that God has already done for us.  This is not the will of God.  Therefore, He has given us the gift of the Holy Spirit so that we will always have a guide and teacher.  You can talk to the Holy Spirit just as you would Jesus or the Father.  Get to know him.  Allow him to lead you in truth and revelation.  Expect him to show you the Father.  There is a universe of truth he longs to share with you.  You are going to enjoy the show.
2415. Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Word Power

from 1/25/10

Luke 4: 1 – 13

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led about by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil.  And He ate nothing during those days; and when they had ended, He became hungry.  And the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”  And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’”  And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment.  And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.  Therefore if you worship before me, it shall all be Yours.”  And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’”  And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here; for it is written, ‘He will give His angels charge concerning You to guard you.’ And ‘On their hands they will bear You up lest You strike Your foot against a stone.’”  And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”  And when the devil had finished every temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune time.

This is an important story because it shows how the devil tempts and how Jesus fought those temptations.  Ephesians 6: 17 says that the weapon we have is the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.  Jesus, being our model, demonstrated how to defeat the enemy.  I want you to see and recognize the weapon of His warfare.  Jesus defeated Satan with the Word of God.  Notice that after Jesus fended off two of Satan’s attempts with the Word, Satan quoted from the 91st Psalm to try to deceive Jesus.  But Jesus knew the Word.  He knew it so well that he could see the perversion of the word that the devil attempted to sneak past Him.  

There is no other weapon that would have defeated the devil then, nor is there any other weapon that will defeat him now.  The Word, is the sword that the Father has given us.  It is well able to defeat the enemy but you have to know how to wield it.  Each time the devil threw a temptation at Christ, Jesus countered that temptation with, “It is written.”  It is a good thing, then, that Jesus knew the Word.  He used the Word itself, not just his knowledge of the Word, to combat the devil.  Jesus did not rely on His own strength, His own knowledge or His own wit to defeat the devil.  No, He used the Word of God.  He did not argue with the devil.  He just quoted the scripture to him.

Today’s passage brings us a very important message.  If we are to defeat the devil and his minions we must first give attention to the Word.  If you don’t study the Word then you are unarmed and you really don’t want to fight the enemy unarmed.  Further, we need to understand that Jesus did not fight with or argue with the devil.  He did not rely on His position as the Son of God.  He was a man and in all ways tempted as are we and he had to resist the devil with the same tools that are available to us.  He simply quoted the Word to the devil.  He did not enter into a debate with him.  Jesus made the Word of God the final authority and the wielding of that Word defeated the devil.  We must all learn to do this too.  Read the Bible.  Arm yourself with the living sword of the Spirit.  Then when the devil gets in your face, just start quoting scripture.  You will see for yourself that the devil cannot stand up to the Word.  He will have to flee from you just like he did from Jesus.
2416. Wednesday, December 14, 2016
Big Turn-out

from 1/26/10

Acts 13: 44

And the next Sabbath nearly the whole city assembled to hear the word of God.

I often wonder why we, as Americans, do not seem to honor the Bible greatly.  In the passage above, nearly the whole town turned out to hear the Word of God.  One reason may be that Bibles are so readily available to us; we have such easy access to them.  Looking up from my keyboard I can count eight Bibles of various translations, formats and languages.  And that only represents the ones in this room.  There are others in different places in the house.  Does this sometimes make us complacent?  Do we esteem lightly those things which are easily obtained?

I also hear people talk about the Bible being written by men although it is inspired by God.  Their point is that they think the Bible may be flawed because God had to pen it through a person’s hand.  So I wonder, have we become arrogant in our age of individualism and intellectualism?  Are we so impressed with our own great intellect that we do not feel that we need take direction from another?  Do we believe that the Apostle Paul cannot inform our lives?  If not that, are we just lazy?  Do we forsake the reading of our Bibles because we have televisions to entertain us?  Or maybe fear plays a role in our indolent attitude towards the Bible.   Maybe we are afraid that it will in some way require something of us.  Perhaps we fear it will require something we are unwilling to give.  Maybe we think we can plead ignorance when we face God so we keep ourselves intentionally ignorant of the Bible’s passages.

I do not know all the answers to these questions but I do have observations.  And I have observed that a great many Christians give short shrift to the Bible.   The scriptures and teaching of them does not even always hold a primary position in Christian services.  Whether we believe the Bible is the infallible Word of God or not, most of us do believe it is the Word of God.  It is the only word of God we have.

I want you to develop a lifelong love affair with the Word because it is the power of God.  There is comfort in the Word.  There is healing.  I know the best thing I can give anyone is the Word of God.  There is so much security and help in the Word and all I can bring you is a little dose.  God talks to us through his Word.  He leads us through his word.  It is your sword and your shield and your very constant companion.  

2417. Thursday, December 15, 2016
From Christmas to the Cross

from 12/21/09

Romans 12: 10

(Amplified)

Love one another with brotherly affections [as members of one family], giving precedence and showing honor to one another.

This is a tall order to fill.  Nonetheless, God would not have given us this directive if He had not also empowered us to do it.  This, being the season of ultimate love, it is worthwhile to look at love from the author of love, our own dear Father.  Even as we celebrate the birth of Christ, our sight drifts forward to the sure knowledge of Calvary.  While the angels sang and the shepherds rejoiced in pure delight for the arrival of the Messiah, God in heaven knew the destiny of the babe, though men did not know.  They did not realize that the Messiah would save all by sacrificing himself.  Men thought of a conquering Lord of war.  Little did they know that Jesus would overcome by his stripes and it was his deep and abiding love for you and me that gave him the strength to receive those stripes.  It was love that brought him into the earth and it was love that put him on that cross.  And it is love that will carry us all home.

He now lives inside of us.  Because of that, his love also lives inside of us.  We are able to love in a holy, self-sacrificial way because love has come and made its abode with us.  Because He first loved, we love.  And not because anyone deserves our love.  Many do not deserve yours or God’s love, but He showed us how to love even when we were undeserving and unworthy.  Now by his grace and because of His love and mercy, we love others, even the unlovely; those who are difficult to love.  He loves them so we allow His love to work through us.  Because He first loved a people; a person, who was unworthy of love and even unwilling to be loved, we allow him to express himself through us.  During this season, His love is more touchable than ever.  Let your heart be soft allowing him to fill you to overflowing with His goodness and love.  Then pass it on.  In his name.

2418. Friday, December 16,2016

Toil

Ecclesiastes 2: 26

For to a person who is good in His sight He has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He has given the task of gathering and collecting so that he may give to one who is good in God’s sight.  

We were never meant to live off of the sweat of our brow.  We are supposed to live through the gifts of wisdom, knowledge and joy from the Lord, our God.  Toil is for the sinner.  Wow!  That is an amazing and powerful statement.  He, the sinner, labors in order to give to the one “who is good in God’s sight.”  

None of us were good  in God’s sight but now, because of Jesus, when God looks at us, He sees the beautiful visage of Jesus.  Because Jesus has clothed us with his glory we are “good” in God’s sight.  In Jesus we have access to all that God is including His wisdom and knowledge.  You are meant to live on the daily influx of God’s wisdom, joy and knowledge.  Does this challenge your thinking a little?  Our occupations ought to be what we do in order to make the world a better place.  Our living, our sustenance is supposed to come from God.  

Sinners are supposed to pour into our bosom.  We shouldn’t work for a living.  We should give for a living.  We are not supposed to be so busy that we cannot even call a sick friend of take time with our kids.  We are to use our time to commune with God and receive His wisdom, knowledge and joy.  Then we can take all that God teaches and shows us to the sinner and help them to be beautiful in God’s eyes.  It is hard to accomplish the big tasks of the world, the global issues of humanity when we have to work ten hours a day just to make ends meet.  Who shall go to the lost and hurting?  We haven’t the time to slow down and hear the voice of God.  He is speaking to us today.  What is He saying?  What does He want us to do with our time?  The answer is not that He wants us to work ourselves to death.  He wants us to position ourselves to receive His wisdom, His knowledge and His joy.  Then we take what He gives us and give it away to those who are toiling, to all who are lost.  The sinner lays up treasure for us but we receive treasure from heaven and dispense it to them so that they can rise up from drudgery and despair.

Our God is our provider.  He didn’t call us to “make a living.”  He called us to Himself.  He means to provide and He is, but we have to get a big enough revelation of these important verses if we are going to live the lifestyle God created for us.  It is a challenge.  We can live as God designed, but we must first allow our minds and hearts to accept His vision of life.  This is pretty big, I will grant you but it is also the Word and intent of God.  If we can accept it, we could actually begin to live this way.  That would be amazing.  We could do so much for the Kingdom of God if we were not bogged down in our labors.

Think about today’s verse.  Roll it around in your mind.  Is God a man that He can lie?  Did He mean these words when He gave them?  Why did God make sure this verse ended up in the Bible?  You are meant for higher things.  God is calling.  Can you hear Him?
2419. Monday, December 19, 2016


Say It

from 1/27/10

Luke 4: 3

(emphasis added)

“If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”

The devil told Jesus to “tell” this stone to become bread.  He didn’t say, “Wave your hands over it and make it bread.”  He didn’t even say “turn this stone into bread.”  He knew that the power to change the circumstances was in the words Jesus would speak.  Satan was an angel of God before he committed treason.  He knows how the power of God works.  He knows well that God created everything through the spoken word.  Therefore, when he tempted Jesus, he tried to get Jesus to “say” something.

The devil does the same thing to you today.  He tries to get you upset so that you will “say” something that is out of line with the word of God.  The devil knows that the whole battle is won or lost in what you say.  You can say, “I am sick” or you can say “By His stripes I am healed.”  You can complain about your economic condition or you can say, “He meets all of my needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”  If the devil can get you into unforgiveness and speaking that language instead of love, he can bind you.  What you say is what you get so what are you saying?  Don’t let the devil trick you into saying all sorts of unbiblical things.  Get your words in line with the Word of God and defeat that old boy every time.

2420. Tuesday, December 20, 2016

Poured Out

Proverb 1: 23
Turn to my reproof.  Behold I will pour out my spirit on you.  I will make my words known to you.

God had this plan from long, long ago to pour out His Spirit upon us.  God promised the Holy Spirit to His people.  In fact, the Holy Spirit is even called “the promise.”  It took a long time for God to be able to pour out the Spirit as He promised but glory to God, we are now living in the time of fulfillment.

God basically said, “Return to me and I will pour out my Spirit on you.”  At some level we had to be willing to receive God’s promise.  God had a gift in His hand ready to give to any who would turn to Him.  This is the same situation we have today.  Father has loads of gifts for us if we will embrace His ways.  We cannot receive what we do not believe.  So, when your heart begins to believe, you can receive.  If you believe in healing, you can have it.  If you believe in your heart that our Father will prosper you, then you can be prosperous.  If you believe He is with you every day, speaking with you, then you will have a best friend who is closer than your shadow.  As we turn our hearts to God in any given area and embrace His thoughts, His ways and his words, it prepares our hearts to receive the good gifts of God in that area.  

God gave us Jesus and he is a free gift for all who will receive him.  Likewise, God has sent His Spirit to the earth as another free gift.  Prepare your heart to embrace the words of God relating to the Holy Spirit and He will fill you to overflowing with this third part of Himself.  It is God’s plan and His desire for you.

2421. Wednesday, December 21, 2016

Knowledge, Wisdom & Understanding

Proverb 1: 7, 22

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.  How long, O naïve ones, will you love simplicity? And scoffers delight themselves in scoffing.  And fools hate knowledge.

Proverb 9: 10 reads, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”  Interesting.  So, knowledge and wisdom come from a relationship with the Lord.  Further, knowing the “Holy One” brings understanding.  We, therefore, have access to wisdom, knowledge and understanding through our relationship with the Holy Trinity.  Would you think it fair to say that the closer we are in our relationship with the Father, Son and Spirit, the more easier it will be for us to tap into their knowledge and wisdom?  Will it be easier for us to gain understanding?  I think that is a reasonable conclusion.

Jesus’ brother, James wrote an encouraging passage in his letter.  It reads, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1: 5).  James points out that God is the source of wisdom.  That is not difficult to believe.  He also reveals us, though, that God gives us His wisdom and that He does so freely.

Today’s verse also points out that fools hate knowledge.  Well, it is no surprise that anyone who hates knowledge is deemed a fool by God but what is perplexing is why anyone would hate knowledge.  Why would anyone revel in scoffing rather than gaining knowledge, wisdom and understanding?  The answer seems to be in the word “scoff”.  Synonyms for scoffing are: jeering, sneering, ridiculing, and deriding.  It seems  that some folks would rather sneer at others rather than invest the time and energy in seeking God and His wisdom.  Let’s be frank.  It takes time and energy to get to know God.  It takes effort to open your heart and mind to His guidance.  It takes faith to believe what you hear.  All of this is so worth the small amount of effort but fools scoff at the idea instead of trusting that God will really meet them in the solitude of quiet time.

The really good news is that God honestly does give out knowledge.  He really does dole out wisdom and He really does bestow understanding.  The bad news is that these priceless gifts rarely come from the prayer, “God give me wisdom.”  As soon as you pray that prayer He will try to lead you into time with Him where He can reveal His fullness to you.  The reverence of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.  The respect, admiration and veneration of the beloved is the beginning of wisdom.  Wisdom, knowledge and understanding are the by-products of a life lived with God.  As we open our hearts to Him and pour our lives into Him, we find all good things.  Holding God in high esteem is the path.  Time spent with Him yields all.
2422. Thursday, December 22, 2016
Here I Am

Isaiah 58: 9

Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry, and He will say, “Here I am.”

There are no ands, ifs or buts about today’s verse.  It is very plain.  When you call, God will answer.

Don’t you get the notion from reading this verse that God is standing on GO just waiting for someone to call.  The question I have for you is, “Is this an absolute promise from God?”  We need to have a definitive answer for that question.  For many years I cried out to God wanting more of Him and yet I felt like I was in the middle of a vast desert with no one hearing my calls.  Once I learned that He was awaiting me, I have never been back to the desert.  When I learned about this verse, I came to expect Him to answer and He always has.  If you are not expecting an answer your tuner will always be on the wrong frequency and that is all there is to it.  God’s answer is, “Here I am.”  He is ready to show you right where He is so that you can always connect with Him.  If you ask, “God, where are you,” the answer is, “Here I am.”  Now, don’t you consider that good news?

Every single time you call, the Lord answers so my advice is call Him today.
2423. Friday, December 23, 2016

Christmas Joy for All

Matthew 2: 10

And when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.

The second chapter of Luke also tells the Christmas story.  In the tenth verse the angel said, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people.”  Hallelujah!  The good news of Jesus’ birth is a message of great joy for all people.  

Sometimes we think and act like our fellowship with the Lord is a private club only for those with special membership.  We begin to divide the world into we, the saved, and they, the unsaved.  There is something very interesting revealed in today’s passage, though.  The first worshippers of Jesus were heathen.  However, they received the good news of Jesus and rejoiced exceedingly.

The Magi were from the east, perhaps Babylon.  They were star worshippers, probably worshipping the sun and moon.  However, when they saw the Christmas star, they abandoned their home land and journeyed to Jerusalem.  There they found the baby Jesus.  Matthew 2: 11 says that when they saw the child, “they fell down and worshipped Him.”

As we tell the Christmas story we should remember that Jesus belongs to people from every land.  His birth was for all people.  Every nation will bow down to him and we can also expect them to receive this good news with great joy.  He is not just our savior; he is the savior of the world.  

Jesus went to his own people but the Jews didn’t receive him.  Fortunately for most of us, we gentiles were invited to the wedding feast.  We need to keep that in mind as we encounter people who are not yet Christians and as we consider the blessing of Jesus’ coming this Christmas.  He came to and for all people.  We need not divide ourselves into the “us” and “them” category because it was “they” who travelled many miles, perhaps over 100 in order to worship the newly born King of the Jews when the Jews didn’t go across town to take him expensive gifts.  The heathen magi received the new king with great joy and bestowed honor on him. 

So remember, the first worshippers of Jesus were Gentiles.  There are many people who are not Christians right now who will receive the good news with great joy.  Jesus’ birth is such good news for all people.  There is no separation.  We are all the beloved of God.  The only difference in us versus them is time.  We received our salvation yesterday while they will receive theirs tomorrow.  The important thing is for us all to receive this gift of the child king with rejoicing.  Let us not lose our joy over what Jesus has done for us.  Let us all worship him with great joy.

Read the whole story at Matthew 2: 1- 11
2424. Monday, December 26, 2016

Unwed Shame
Luke 2: 4 – 5
And Joseph also went up from Galilee from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, in order to register, along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child.

Mary, the mother of Jesus; venerated, adored and even prayed to, alas was an unwed, pregnant woman.  

The Christmas story of Jesus’ birth is such a heartwarming tale.  I love to read it every year and try to imagine the glory of the Lord shining over the shepherds.  What was it like to see the angelic and heavenly host singing praises to God.  Wow!  Just Wow!  It is epic and I want to be translated back to that lonely field and witness the glory of the Lord.  As I read, again, the glorious account of the arrival of Messiah, I am struck by the reality Mary, Joseph and others had to live in order to bring this miracle into the earth.  I am humbled and whisper softly, “Thank you Father for these obedient servants.”  I do not pray to Mary, but I sure am grateful and praise the Father that she hearkened to His voice and His will.

Consider for a moment, people all over this globe have heard the story of the Virgin Mary. She has been depicted in art probably more than any other person in history save Jesus himself.  The truth is, though, she was an unwed mother.  Now how does that truth play in your neighborhood?  What do you think the neighbors said over 2000 years ago?  Do you think everyone rushed to her side when her pregnancy was revealed?  How celebrated do you think she was then?  Think of all of her neighbors.  I bet she had one of those judgmental, gossipy old crones living just down the street from her family’s home.  Can you for a moment imagine what her parents endured?  And bless Joseph, he hung in there with her but at first he wanted to put her quietly away.  How familiar does that sound?  

There is not going to be another virgin birth but what these matriarchal heroes endured for the glory of the coming king, gives me pause.  What would I have said about Mary if I lived down the street from her when her pregnancy was exposed?  As much as I do not wish to admit it, I can tell you that I would have judged her.  I would probably have thought less kindly towards her and Joseph.  I certainly would have assumed I knew how they came to be in that unfortunate circumstance.  

I am condemned; not they.  They obeyed God at great personal cost.  The result of their obedience and shame is my own salvation.   I must consider my judgmental attitudes and repent.  Who is it today that I judge?  Are they not also the beloved of God?  Is God’s heart grieved when I judge and criticize His child?  “Oh Lord, my God, save me from myself!  Help me, help us all to have tender hearts towards all your children, especially, Father, those who appear far from you for we can never know their hearts or circumstances but we do know that you love them as much as you love precious Jesus. No matter how damaged and broken we are, regardless of how far we have wandered from the path, your heart is for us.  Help us all to remember the pregnant, unmarried mother of the savior of the world when next we think harsh, judgmental words about one of your own.”

No minister and no ministry is perfect, I least of all.  Nonetheless, I wish to echo Jesus’ beckoning statement, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).  Do you know someone who feels shunned or branded as an outcast?  Is there someone in your life who feels they have been let down by the church?  Jesus took all judgment onto himself so that the grace of God could come on us.  Let those people know that God loves them and so do we.  In the famous words of Tiny Tim, “God bless us everyone.”  And Scrooge, that means you too.
2425. Tuesday, December 27, 2016

Christmas Faith

Luke 1: 38

And Mary said, “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; be it done to me according to your word.”

Put yourself, for a moment, in Mary’s shoes.  She was a young, unwed, though engaged woman when the angel Gabriel appeared to her announcing that she would conceive and bear a son.  She questioned Gabriel about how such a thing could come to be since she was still a virgin.  He responded, “Nothing will be impossible with God.”  

Now, stop right here. What would your next statement be, your thoughts?  “Can this be?  Have I lost my mind? What will my mother say? What about my friends?  Gracious, what will Joseph, my intended say and do?”  Think about it.  If she consents, then she is about to show up pregnant in her community.  What will the village elders think?  Fornication is a sin and how else does one get pregnant.  Can’t you imagine she would have a lot of questions for Gabriel?  I would want to see his angel credentials.  Thankfully, Mary was much more faithful and trusting.  She said, “Okay, let it be done to me exactly as you have said.”  

Do you believe for a moment that she did not understand the implications and ramifications of her decision?  Somehow she trusted God above the social repercussions.   She must have trusted God to keep her safe.  She must have trusted Gabriel’s words when he said that nothing would be impossible with God.  She took an enormous risk with her engagement and even with her life.

The point of this story is not that we should worship Mary for her faith.  The point is that we ought to learn that trust in God is not misplaced.  Through Mary’s act of trust and faith, we may learn how to trust God ourselves.  What if we truly believed that with God nothing is impossible.

What is God asking you to do?  Are you to preach on the other side of the globe?  Or perhaps God just wants you to speak to your neighbor.  Honestly, it takes as much trust and faith for one as for the other.  This Christmas season I ask you to ponder what you might do if you really believed that nothing is impossible with God.  Maybe you would be healed, start a new project, write a book, sing a song .  .  ..  Maybe you can finally take that step that God has been speaking to you for years.  Perhaps we can all trust Him just a bit more.  Mary’s faith changed the world.  Maybe ours can do the same.
2426. Monday, January 2, 2017


Fresh Start

from 1/1/10

2 Corinthians 5: 17
(NIRV)
The old is gone! The new has come!

Hallelujah! Old things are gone and it is a new day!  Our old nature is gone and a new creation is born.  Yesterday is firmly in the past and it is a bright new day.  Last year is behind us and we have a brand new, clean slate upon which to write.  The old things are passed away with all their sorrow and worry.  If last year was a bit tough, fear not because it is a new day and we all get a do over.  We can have new hopes and new dreams.  They are not tarnished by last year’s failures, fears or lack.  We get to start with a new, fresh, clean outlook.  No matter how difficult your past, no matter what restraints hindered you last year or years previous, today is a new day and you get to write the story anyway you wish.  Do not even consider your past as you look into your future.  The old is gone!  It is dead and passed away.  Jesus says in Revelation 21: 5, “Behold, I do a new thing.”  He makes all things new.

Were you ever hampered by low self-esteem?  Did you have a disadvantage past?  Were you subject to crippling fears, health challenges, loneliness?  Well, I’ve great news for you today!  That is all in the past.  It is a new year and this new year has in its breath the hope of great and wonderful things for you.  You can soar like you never before even dreamed possible.  It has the hope of a future.  It is a fresh, faced youth with no past only a bright and glorious future.  It is forward looking and has belief in all opportunities and excited anticipation of the numerous and magnificent blessings the Lord has in store for you.

Don’t look behind you anymore.  You do not have to carry your past into your future.  It is dead and gone.  Leave it buried.  You are a new creation and you have a brand new start beginning today.  Grab a hold of your newness.  Embrace your own freshness.  Let you be you perhaps for the first time in your life.  Do not be what others made you to be, give free expression to the glorious creature God created in you.  Don’t let age hinder you.  Don’t let anything constrain you.  You are God’s most glorious creation and He wants to see you soar on the winds the way he created you to.  Past injuries?  They are history.  You are a new creature; born anew with no hurts or anxieties when you let the Lord, our God be your father; your dad.  He is a great and wonderful parent who has re-birthed you.  He has never and will never treat you in any way that would cause you injury or trauma.  You are brand new today.  Throw away all of the past and believe for your bright future.  It is calling you.  It is beckoning.  Answer the call and Happy New Year!

2427. Tuesday, January 3, 2017

Essential Warfare

from 1/28/10

2nd Corinthians 10: 3 – 4

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

Well, by now you know that the weapons of our warfare are the Word of God and prayer.  It is interesting to pause and think what our weapons are not.  They are not gossip, backbiting, nor argument.  Our weapons are not anger, harsh speech nor fisticuffs.  You see, the picture that the Lord is painting for us here is one very different from that of which most of us are familiar.  He teaches us that our methods for dealing with situations and people have changed because we are changed. 

When people are angry with one another, they talk bad about the other person.  They attempt to run that person down in the eyes of others.  We love to talk about the horrible things they have done to us in an attempt to demonstrate what horrible people they are or at least how vindicated we are.  God says that is not the way.  It is not His way.  We are not supposed to fight our problems, the devil nor the antagonistic and annoying people in our lives the same way that the world does.  We are not supposed to use the methods that we have seen all our lives because that is not His way.  He teaches us that His way to overcome problems and adversity is to pray and to use the Word of God.  He tells us more than once that we are to pray for our enemies.  We are supposed to be speaking His Word into and over the situation instead of reacting like we did when we were sinners.  Now we are children of the King and we are supposed to act like it.  We have the power of the kingdom behind us.  All we need do is to speak the Word.  

2428. Wednesday, January 4, 2017

Jesus’ Baptism

Matthew 3: 11

I baptize you with water for repentance but after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

It is a new year and with that hope springs eternal.  I pray that you have great expectations for this year.  I pray that you are looking for new revelation and new challenge.  There is something fresh and optimistic about the beginning of a new year.  Let’s pray together that we can challenge our assumptions and reach for the fresh new revelation that the Lord has for us this year.

Today’s verse represents one of those areas where we may challenge ourselves and perhaps open the door for new insight into the Lord Jesus and his hopes for our lives.  John the Baptist was speaking.  He spoke about his ministry and about the one who was to come after him, namely Jesus.  Each, it would appear, has a baptism ministry.  John’s baptism was of water and that baptism was for repentance.  Most of us are familiar with water baptism.  In fact, most readers of this devotional have been baptized in a water baptism.  The curious part of the verse is John’s description of Jesus’ ministry of baptism.  He revealed that Jesus would baptize us with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  What does that mean?  Honestly, we are much more familiar with John’s baptism than we are with Jesus’.  There is something in that truth that rankles.  Since Jesus is our Lord, it seems we should be more familiar with his baptism.

I am not going to suggest what I believe it means to be baptized in the Holy Spirit and fire.  Instead, I wish to offer this inquiry to you.  This question can be our journey for the year.  Each verse we read, each devotion may lead us into a deeper revelation of what John meant.  Every word Jesus spoke may give us a glimmer into what it means to live in this baptism from Jesus.  Each revelation from Paul and the other writers of the New Testament reflects on the ministry of Jesus even as the entire Old Testament was a prophetic forecast of the coming Messiah.  My point is this, Jesus ministry is revealed in every Word from God.  Every revelation since the beginning of time was intended to reveal the Messiah.  Since the Messiah came to earth for the benefit of humanity, then each of these revelations was for the betterment of our lives.

I offer this question to you then, what is this baptism of Jesus?  What is the baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire and what was it intended to accomplish in our lives?  The Messiah is come.  In his wake is a plethora of gifts and anointing and revelation.  What will Jesus show us this year about himself?  What does he long for us to understand?  Have great expectations and allow the Lord, our Christ and friend, to fill you this year with more of himself.

2429. Thursday, January 5, 2017

Fire and Hammer

Jeremiah 23: 29

“Is not My word like fire?” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer which shatters a rock?”

It is interesting to see how the Lord describes His word.  In this passage the Lord was talking about the prophets.  He was displeased because they were not telling the people what His word declares.  He said in verse 28, “Let him who has My word speak My word in truth.”  This is the job of the prophet.  The mission is not to tell cute anecdotal stories and jokes.  It is not the administration of the church.  The basic function of pulpit ministers is to speak God’s word in truth.  Why is this so?  It is because the word is powerful.

What words would you use to describe fire?  The word which comes to my mind is “consuming.”  God’s word is consuming like fire.  And why do you suppose God compares His word to a hammer.  Is it because it is a tool with which a person can exert great force?  Fire is full of power and energy as well.  It seems that God is conveying to us that His word is a powerful force in our hands and mouths.  He chastised the prophets because they were not equipping the people with the Word.  The prophets were not giving the people that one tool which could overcome their problems.

What challenges are you facing right now?  Make a list of them, actually write them out on paper.  Don’t let your issue remain nebulous ghosts which haunt your waking and sleeping hours.  Write them down.  Now look at the list.  Every single one of them has an answer in God’s word.  Look in the back of your Bible for related verses for each.  Search online, ask your pastor, ask me.  There are answers.  Don’t let those problems have free reign in your life.  Light them up with the word.  Burn ‘em down and beat them over the head with your Word hammer.  The Word is more powerful than those challenges.  Let’s get after them!
2430. Friday, January 6, 2017

Walking and Talking

John 3: 34

For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure.

John the Baptist was the speaker of this passage.  He was talking about Jesus, letting all know that Jesus speaks the words of God.  There is comfort in that, is there not?  We saw yesterday that Yahweh described His word as like fire and a hammer strong enough to crush stone.  Now we find that Jesus did not come speaking his own words but rather the words of God, the words of great power and strength.  John the Baptist also said that what Jesus saw and heard from God is what he subsequently shared with us. 

That is only half of the good news of this verse though.  John also reveals that God gives the Spirit without measure.  That means that God does not dose out the Holy Spirit.  He gives the fullness of the Spirit.  Each one of us is entitled to the full measure, 100% of the Holy Spirit.  All of who God is and all He has said is embodied in the Spirit of God.  The Holy Spirit knows every word God has ever spoken and he has witnessed all of the glory, miracles and workings of the Father.  Of course, Jesus came speaking the words of God because the Father gave him the Spirit without measure just as He gives also to us.  Does that mean that we can walk as Jesus did?  I think it does.  We have to get the revelation that Jesus had though.  Jesus believed the words of God to such a degree that they manifested everywhere he went.

Jesus walked in perfect union with the Holy Spirit.  He knew the mind of God because he woke up with the Spirit every morning and walked and talked with him all day.  We can do that too and I think this would make a great goal for each of us for 2017.  

2431. Monday, January 9, 2016

Bible Challenge

Psalm 82: 6

I said, “You are gods, and all of you are sons of the Most High.”

We are all children of the Most High.  Did you also know that we are all gods?  Is that a difficult thought?  For most of us the answer is probably, “yes.”  This is the challenge of the gospel, we must learn to except God’s Word even when it challenges our thinking.  The task is to come to understand what God is saying to us.  Our first reaction to challenging passages may be to shy away from them or even disregard them completely.  Hey, that is only natural.  However, we don’t want to be natural people.  Right?  We want to live in the supernatural.  

My prayer for all of you is that 2017 eclipses any previous year; that you have more interpersonal experience with God than ever before.  I pray that this year brings you unparalleled interaction with the Holy Trinity.  In order for us to receive and understand revelation from God, we must be open to ideas we have not encountered before.  We have to accept God’s teachings and trust that in time He will show us the fullness.

So we begin this year being told we are gods.  What does this mean for our lives?  We shall accept that it is true and we have all year to learn how this truth impacts our daily lives.  It should be a fascinating journey.

2432. Tuesday, January 10, 2017

No Death in Truth

John 8: 31
Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death.

We say, don’t we, that we believe in life after death.  That’s unfortunate and this verse explains why.  Jesus does not believe in life after death.  He believes in life.  We get these little ideas in our heads that we think are Biblical but upon closer examination we discover that they are actually misstatements.  Reorienting our thinking so that it aligns with the Word of God is how we release freedom in our lives. 

The truth is, you will never die.  From this side of heaven it appears like death.  In truth, your spirit will just take up new residence.  People in heaven and other heavenly beings see this truth.  They don’t believe in death either because they see a person step out of their body and step into the mansion Jesus prepared for them.  They see that person’s life continue.

Jesus said that he came to give us abundant life.  The devil comes to steal, kill and destroy (John 10: 10).  We hear about eternal life.  We even talk about eternal life but somewhere the wires have gotten crossed and we have begun to think that the path to eternal life is through death.  In other words, that in order to have eternal life, we must die.  In a metaphorical sense this is true.  We have to die to ourselves in order to live to Christ.  That is not what I am discussing though.  We think that people die but I say that they don’t.  Jesus said that if we keep his word we shall never see death.  It just doesn’t make sense to me that in order to accept and receive this eternal life Christ has won for us that we have to die.  He came to earth to give us life.  If we have to die in order to receive this life, why not just wait until we die to give it to us?  

The real point, though, is that this thought process, this seeking, pondering and discovery comes through believing what he has said.  He is the one who said if we keep his words we shall not see death.  I choose to believe what he said so that launches me into an examination of my own beliefs and assumptions.  You will be amazed at what God will reveal to you if you take Him at His word.  When you read His Word, if you take Him at face value, illumination will fill your mind, heart and experience.  Isn’t that cool?  Perhaps you also feels a renewed sense of confidence.  There is so much the Lord would like to show you.  First, we have to accept what he has already said.
2433. Wednesday, January 11, 2017
In Jesus’ Shoes


Luke 2: 41 - 49

Every year Jesus’ parents would go to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. When he was 12 years old, they went as usual.  When the festival was over, they left for home. The boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents didn’t know it.  They thought that he was with the others who were traveling with them. After traveling for a day, they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they didn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.  Three days later, they found him in the temple courtyard. He was sitting among the teachers, listening to them, and asking them questions.  His understanding and his answers stunned everyone who heard him.  When his parents saw him, they were shocked. His mother asked him, “Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been worried sick looking for you!”  Jesus said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you realize that I had to be in my Father’s house?”
I know this story is long but don’t you think it is great?  Jesus was incredulous at his parents’ question.  How did they not know where he was?  The King James version says Jesus was about his Father’s business.  He was right where they should have expected to find him.  You’ve just got to love that.

Do you know that we are supposed to be able to do everything that Jesus did?  We are supposed to walk in this world as he did.  He is our model.  But wait, shall we embrace the entire truth?  Jesus said that not only would we do the things he did but that we would do greater works, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father” (John 14: 12).  Get out!  We are actually supposed to eclipse Jesus.  Isn’t that what this passage says?  Well that is a tall order to fill.  

So here is what has been rolling around in my head this year so far.  Jesus was about his Father’s business.  He was almost incensed, certainly surprised that his parents didn’t know where to find him.  While everyone else was eating and drinking, partying with their friends at the feast, Jesus was communing with his Father.  He was hanging out in the synagogue learning and growing in wisdom.  Now, I want to be like Jesus.  Query: If I wish to walk in the earth as Jesus did, if I want to do the works he did, then isn’t it reasonable to speculate that I am going to have to learn and grow as he did?  You see, Jesus emptied himself of his deity when he came here (Philippians 2: 7).  He grew in wisdom by busying himself with his Father’s business.  

I contrast my life.  I am more proficient in computer games than Jesus and I watch much more television than he.  If my goal is to eclipse him in computer games and TV watching, then I am on the right path.  If, however, I really do wish to be like him, I think I am going to have to shift my priorities a bit.  I presume Jesus had leisure time also and am not suggesting that we need to be workaholics.  I am merely setting my sights for this year and attempting to determine what actions will yield the results I wish.  It is pointless for me to set lofty goals if I do not proceed to break down those goals into action steps and decide if I am willing to do that which is required for the attainment of my goals.  If I truly want to be like Jesus, what am I willing to do to position myself to receive the answer to this prayer?  Shall I pray and ask the Holy Spirit to lead me and then turn a deaf ear when he tells me what things will help me?

What would you like God to do in your life this year?  What is He speaking to you?  

2434. Thursday, January 12, 2017

Answer the Phone

Isaiah 42: 9

“Behold, the former things have come to pass, now I declare new things; before they spring forth I proclaim them to you.”

It seems like every time I have opened my Bible this week my eyes have fallen on Isaiah 43: 19, which reads, “Behold, I will do something new, now it will spring forth.”  Today I found Isaiah 42: 9 quite by accident.  Do you think God is trying to say something?  Are you the person to whom God is speaking; for whom God’s insistence is palpable?

God has a message for you.  Behold, old things have passed away.  He is doing a new thing in you and with you.  It is the beginning of a new year and your Father has good plans for you.  He wants to do something new in your life this year, something grand.  There is more for you, bigger and better things.

Allow me, please, to remind you of Psalm 46: 10, which says, “Cease striving and know that I am God.”  The King James says, “Be still.”  If I were in your shoes, I would very much want to hear what these new things are that Jesus wants to proclaim to you.  The best ways I know to hear these plans and revelation is to slow yourself down, be still and let your heart and mind ruminate over the scriptures.  The Word gives you a foundation, a structure for your musings.  Without it your mental wanderings will sometimes be vague and unanchored.  I also find that the Word helps me to be still and ponder God.

I know from Jeremiah 29: 11 that God has a good plan for you this year; a plan for your well-being.  He wants to encourage you and give you a hope for new and great things.  Get alone with your Father and ask Him what it is that He wants to tell you, show you.  He is loudly calling you.  Are you listening?  Answer the phone!

(See also Isaiah 48: 6, 2nd Corinthians 5: 17)

2435. Friday, January 13, 2017

Ears On

John 10: 27

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.

Get ready for a year of lots of good news.  That is what the gospel is afterall, right?  so let us begin here.  God has opened your ear (Isaiah 50: 5).  So, now you can hear Jesus’ voice.  Our challenge for this year is believing what Jesus said.  Could he tell a lie?  Do you think he did even if he could?  So what did it mean when he said his sheep hear his voice?  It seems pretty plain, doesn’t it?  The next question is, “Are you his sheep?”  I like to think you are and if you do answer this question in the affirmative, then I have some good news for you.  You can hear Jesus’ voice!  I take that back – it’s not good news, it’s great news!

Let me ask you a question.  Do you ever tune out your spouse or a co-worker?  That ability to tune out background sounds can be very beneficial.  However, your spouse probably isn’t all that excited about your gift.  That ability may well operate to tune out Jesus’ voice as well.  Everyone who is part of Jesus’ flock has the ability to hear him speak.  However, some people hear him and others don’t.  Why?  Some people have cultivated the ability to tune out much of their sensory data.  In order to hear Jesus’ voice many of us have to learn to listen.  I will confess it took me some time to hear him speaking to me regularly.  Even now, my ability to hear him is dependent on my surroundings.  If I do not slow down and pay attention, I will miss his communications.

The good news, though, is that we all have the ability to hear Jesus speaking to us.  We just have to develop our listening capacity.  We have to turn on and tune in our ears.  Journaling is one way to help focus your attention and your tuner.  It makes it easier to block out the noise so that you hear Jesus more clearly and even easier.

Let’s put this on our goal list for the New Year, to plainly and clearly hear the voice of God!
2436. Monday, January 16, 2017

Shout

Zephaniah 3: 14 -15

Shout for you, O daughter of Zion!  Shout in triumph, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!  The Lord has taken away His judgments against you, He has cleared away your enemies.  The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you will fear disaster no more.

Jesus is the Word.  He is the gospel.  The gospel is the good news of Jesus, the Christ.  So, every word in the Bible is a potential source of good news for you, you who are in Jesus.  That includes the Old Testament.  While you may not typically spend a great deal of time in the book of Zephaniah, it is good to see that God always had good plans for freedom and victory for us.

We have been adopted in the kingdom which was formerly the tribe of Israel.  We are members of this family.  So, who is the daughter of Zion?  The daughter of Jerusalem? Who is Israel?  It is you, of course.  Some of you know that I frequently line through Israel and write in my own name.  This is especially the case when it comes to a promise because every promise God has ever made belongs to me.

I want you to receive today’s passage with the soft tissue of your heart.  Here the exultation and the longing for the family.  You have good news, you should have a good expectation in all things because the King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst.  He is in your breath.  Shout in triumph!  Rejoice!  He, your Father and King, has vanquished your enemies.  

However, that is not all.  He has put your just judgment behind Him.  He has taken it away.  People get so hung up on judgment but let us  not.  The Word is quite plain about judgment.  Jesus bore our judgment so that we can live as God desired, in perfect union with Him.  We are made clean by the blood so that no veil of sin separates us from the love of God.  We are now positioned where He can pour out His goodness upon us.

Now if that isn’t shouting ground, I clearly don’t know what is.  Shout in triumph, the triumph of our Lord Jesus.  Glory to his most holy name!
2437. Tuesday, January 17, 2017

Stoned?

John 10: 30 – 33

“I and the Father are one.”  The Jews took up stones again to stone Him.  Jesus answered them, “I showed you many good words from the Father’ for which of them are you stoning Me?”  The Jews answered Him, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God.”

“The Jews took up stones AGAIN to stone Him.”  This was not the first time they had attempted to stone Jesus.  His reaction is classic.  Rather than running, pulling a sword or calling down fire from heaven, Jesus stood there and argued with them.  He questioned them about their reactions.  What a testimony that is all by itself.  Still, this word “again” begs for attention.  Why were they never successful at stoning him?  You understand, of course, that stoning is a death sentence.  They were not trying to bruise him.  Their intention was to kill him.  Whatsmore, this was not the first time they had attempted to kill him by stoning him.  So, clearly, they failed to kill him in at least one previous attempt.  Why were they unable to kill Jesus?

It seems the answer is in verse 30.  Jesus had a revelation of  “I and the Father are one.”  There must be power in that revelation.  He knew it was not time to lay down his life so he did not give it up to them.  It was this very statement, though, that so incensed the Jews.  How dare he compare himself with God or even insinuate relationship with the Father? 

Jesus’ life was threatened because of his confession about his position with God.  We fairly well take this for granted now.  For Jesus to declare that he and the Father are one is completely acceptable to us.  Let us go the next step though.  Are we ready to admit, accept and even confess that we and the Father are one?  Would you say that about yourself.  I hope so.  It is true.  The redemptive plan of God in all its brilliance can be boiled down to this simple statement.  We have been joined with the Father.  Jesus has restored us to union with God.  As Jesus was in the earth, so are we.  When you peel back the cover, that really is pretty amazing.  Also amazing is that you will not be stoned for making this declaration.

So, I want you to start talking to the Father as if you and He are one.  I want you to wake up in the morning as a walking, talking co-tenant with God.  Wherever you go, He goes.  Whatever He thinks, you think too.  You hear His thoughts and share His ambitions.
(See also John 17: 21)

2438. Wednesday, January 18, 2017

Stoned Again

John 8: 59

Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the temple.

Yesterday I shared a very similar verse with you.  Jesus drove the Jews crazy.  He inspired murderous intent in them.  What was it about him that aggravated them so?  Think of it this way.  Jesus told them the truth, the absolute truth.  Doesn’t it strike you as odd that the truth inspired such malicious actions?  Here is another point to ponder.  The Jews actually thought they were doing good in their persecution of him.  They were trying to protect the church and the faith.  They accused Jesus of blaspheme when he told them the truth and they believed that blaspheme should be silenced because of its potential damage to the church.  

Another problem with what Jesus preached was that it was new.   Rather than taking into consideration what Jesus proclaimed, they rejected it out of hand.  What was the source of their fear?  Why does a person’s articulation and sometimes even just their existence rattle people so?  The Pharisees should have known that truth wills out.  It will survive no matter what you do.  The false will fade and wither.  They even admitted that others had come previously claiming to be the Messiah but, their testimony did not last.

Jesus was aware of their justification of their thoughts and acts.  He warned us that we would face this same dynamic.  “They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God” (John 16: 2).  There is no need to be so reactionary and persecute people for their beliefs.  God is bigger than any false doctrine.  Moreover, there may be truth in what is said.  Perhaps, though, it is the truth which frightens people most of all.  And to be honest, it is not really the church which we seek to protect by our vehement rebuttal of opposing thought.  We are in truth seeking to protect our thoughts and our way of life and that is the case even if our belief is wrong.  We will fight to the death for a philosophy which isn’t even truth because to entertain an opposing idea challenges us.  Why are we so afraid?  What can another’s opinion do to us?  We don’t have to force our ideology and views down other people’s throats in order for Yahweh to be seen as the glorious God He is.  He is bigger than any paradigm we have yet constructed.  Furthermore, Jesus has told us that he is doing a “new thing” so we need to relax and trust him and trust that he is well able to reveal truth amongst an abundance of opinion.  Believe me, the prophets God is sending into the world are going to shake us up.  They are going to challenge us.  That’s okay.  Father is well able to care for us and lead us into all truth.

It is very easy to look back at the Pharisees and the Jews and criticize them for their shortsightedness but we have become the modern day Pharisees. We serve a form of religion rather than the truth.  Our opinions and doctrines sit on the throne of our faith rather than the Word of God.  We listen to old, worn out theology and never even question whether it is rooted in the Bible.  So much of what we defend is from Christian culture rather than the heart of God.  Jesus came sharing good news.  He went about doing good,  (Acts 10: 38) not beating people up with the law.  The commission he gave us was to continue his mission, to spread the good news of the gospel.  We don’t need to try to convince people they are wrong treat them as outcasts or slay them with our words.   We only need to share the love of God and allow them to do the same.  Whatever is true will prevail and we will be a unified body walking in the glory of our Lord.
2439. Thursday, January 19, 2017

Reborn

John 1: 12 – 13

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

As pastors we often talk about believers being adopted into the family of God.  The Jews were the family of God but through Jesus those of us who were former Gentiles are now part of the family.  Though this is good thought and resonates well, it is a bit of an overstatement as well.  In truth, we have been reborn and this second birth was as a child of God.  We are born again by the will and design of God as His own children.  We have a heritage in Christ and an inheritance.

God ordained and predestined us to be His own children.  We have our lineage, then, through Christ to the Father of all.  Ruminate on that for a moment.  It isn’t just theology to say that we are children of God.  It is family history.  It is the line of who beget whom.  Our lineage is through Jesus to the Father.  He, Yahweh, is your real Dad.  You were a glimmer in His eye long before your biological father was even a thought.  At the dawn of time, God had you in mind.  He had a plan for your welfare and your inheritance.  His plan was that you would be born into His family and share in all that is His.  What do you think of that?

The second time we were born, we were born royalty.  We were born again so that we could get all of the lines of lineage sorted by house.  You are a child of the King because when you were reborn you were born of the King.  Amen.  If you can grasp how ultimately true this concept is, then you will have a new lease on life.  You will never see things the same again.  You are Yahweh’s kid.  He provided the second birth so that you would be born into His family.  That’s pretty big.
2440. Friday, January 20, 2017

No More Famine

Ezekiel 34: 29

And I will establish for them a renowned planting place, and they will not again be victims of famine in the land, and they will not endure the insults of the nations anymore.

Do you want to understand how God and His kingdom work?  This verse shows us when we stop to pause and consider.  Jesus compared the kingdom of God to a seed (Mark 4: 30 – 31).  When God restored the nation of Israel He didn’t promise to feed them.  He prepared for them good ground where they could sow seed and it would produce such a crop that they should never hunger again nor be at the mercy of other nations.  

God is always working through seed.  That is why He tries to get us to sow our money seed.  It is not that He needs the money.  For goodness sake, His driveway is paved with gold.  God does not need our money.  He is, instead, trying to get a harvest for us.  He has provided good ground so that we will never hunger.  We should never be at the mercy of the Philistines either because our seed ought to produce a crop.

This is God’s remedy for us, to provide the means by which we will always have everything we need.  He prepares the ground and then protects our seed.  Our two obligations are sowing and harvesting.  This is how the kingdom of God operates.  God does not intend that His kids should experience famine.  This is the method through which God intends to meet your need.  Talk with Him about what seed you should plant and where that fertile soil is which He has prepared for you.  Then do not be bashful.  Sow generously and harvest bountifully.
2441. Monday, January 23, 2017

Why the Golden Rule?

Matthew 7: 12

Therefore, however you want people to treat you, so treat them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

God spent the entire Old Testament pointing out the way we should go.  He gave us rules which were meant to guide us and keep us from harm.  I think of these statements from God as very similar to when we tell a child not to touch the burner on the stove.  That instruction is not meant to rob the child of any liberty but rather to protect him.  This is what the Law and the Prophets did for us.  Those words point out the safe and also lucrative paths.

So, with that background, we reach the question of why we should adhere to the Golden Rule.  Another way we have heard the Golden Rule stated is, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”  In other words, treat people the way you want to be treated.  Well, why?  The answer is because it is in your best interest.  When we truly understand that the Kingdom of God operates according to the principle of sowing and reaping then so many of the Bible’s admonitions make sense.  Father God gives us specific directions because He knows what the outcome will be for us.  As you have undoubtedly heard many pastors teach, forgiveness of someone is not for their sake but for your own. 

God has marked out the path.  He has advised us of actions specifically to do, as above and acts to intentionally avoid, such as judging others.  His motivation in giving these guidelines is the same for each.  He is attempting to bring us into a good place.  He has demarcation lines which, if followed, will lead us to the land flowing with milk and honey.  We fail to follow the correct path sometimes because it looks like a path of rules and restrictions.  Nothing could be further from divine reality.  In absolute truth, these pathways lead us to greater freedom, victory and success.  All the ways of God are filled with His glory and goodness.  His aim is to lead you in the way you should go so that you avoid pain and experience success.  So, when you read the Bible and see what looks to you like a rule, refocus your eyes and see advice from the wisest of all, advice which will always lead you into abundance and joy.  Such is the Golden Rule.  Be kind to others.  Treat them as you wish they would treat you because God wants to nurture and fertilize your good seed.
2442. Tuesday, January 24, 2017

Tired, Weary and Aching

Isaiah 40:29
He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases power.

I am ministering to myself today, tonight actually.  It is late in the evening and I owe you a Word of the Day in the morning.  I am tired, weary even, my back hurts and I just do not have the strength in myself to produce a Word of the Day.  What shall I do?  Fortunately, as we all know, our Father gives strength to the weary.  What may distinguish me from some people is that I know from experience that I can call upon Him in this time of need.  I have had to rely on His strength before.  

I hope you have the means to find strength, encouragement and the wisdom for every need.  I use www.biblegateway.com to help me find verses to fit my need.  I also have a link to Bible Gateway on my website so that you will always be able to find the help you need.  Our Word of the Day is archived on our website.  It is also searchable.  You can find every time in the last ten or so years when I have written about a specific topic.  We also have an “Ask Ivey” section on the website where you can write your question and I will answer you.  To access any of these resources go to www.iveyministries.org.

Our Father will lead you to passages from His book, which will strengthen and encourage you.  I sat down tonight with my computer and searched Bible Gateway for the two words which were most prominent in my mind: strength and weary.  You see that Father gave me a perfect verse.  He met me at my point of need and filled me.  He will do this for you too.

If you are tired and do not feel up to the task ahead, keep re-reading today’s verse and let it minister strength to you.
2443. Wednesday, January 25, 2017

Invigorated

1 Samuel 30: 6

But David strengthened himself in the Lord.

Well, the work week is half-way through and some of us may be finding our energy lagging a bit.  Perhaps there have been a few battles in the early part of the week.  Certainly David fought battles and found himself weary.  He knew how to restore himself though.  He found his strength in the Lord.  

I love this from Habakkuk, “The Lord God is my strength, and He has made my feet like hinds feet, and makes me walk on my high places” (Habakkuk 3: 19). A hind is a female deer, especially the red deer.  They are known for being able to scale the high places, i.e. mountains.  There is no rugged, jagged terrain that they cannot surmount.  If you have ever seen them scampering along a cliff you know how amazingly surefooted they are.  Our Father has made us able to navigate the high places too.  He also gives us the strength to attain the highest peaks.  

The Lord God is our strength Habakkuk reminds us, but once we are fully convinced by Habakkuk, the key for us is found in David’s example.  It is not sufficient knowing that the Lord, our God is our strength if we never avail ourselves of His gift.  David turned “strength” into a verb.  He “strengthened” himself in the Lord.  That means David did something proactive in order to receive God’s strength.  Receiving is an active process.  I think about a wide receiver in football.  He has a big job to do in order to receive a pass.  Well, God has provided for us but unlike the manna, all these things are not going to rain down on us.  We have to turn our attention to Yahweh and receive what He has made available.  It does no good to have provision delivered to your front stoop if you never go out and get the boxes.

I pray you, receive God’s strength today.  Receive His refreshing.  Let Him fill you with all sustenance.

2444. Thursday, January 26, 2017

Beautiful

Psalm 27: 2 – 3

When evildoers came upon me to devour my flesh, my adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell.  Though a host encamp against me, my heart will not fear; though war arise against me, in spite of this I shall be confident.

This is one of those passages where we really need to slow down and savor every word.  How amazing these statements are!  David wrote this about the actual challenges he faced.  His enemy tripped and fell when they arranged themselves against him.  Where would your heart be; how strong your confidence if a host quite literally surrounded you?  Why David’s immense confidence?

David had experience with God’s power; specifically His power to protect and rescue him.  In verse two David tells us very clearly that his enemies, who were evildoers, pursued him meaning to devour him.  These are angry, violent people who meant to destroy David physically and even to wipe the memory of him off of the face of the earth.  David stood and beheld the glory of the Lord though.  He watched as his adversaries “stumbled”.  Do you know who the stumbling block is?  Jesus is the stumbling block.  David was saved many times by the mighty hand of the Lord.

Why were David’s enemies unable to defeat him?  I believe the answer is in verse 4 of this same chapter.  David writes, “One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to meditate in His temple.”  There is David’s secret weapon.  He adored God.  He thought the Lord beautiful, so beautiful, in fact, that all he wanted to do was to be in the Lord’s presence and admire Him.  Wow!  No wonder his enemies stumbled.  How could they even get to David?  Well, they couldn’t and I imagine part of the reason is because an angelic host camped around him.  I believe they were drawn to David’s adoration of the Lord.  God inhabits the praise of His people.  That makes a pretty amazing shield but I just think that all sorts of heavenly beings are attracted to an atmosphere of adulation.  I can believe they want to soak in those genuine and sincere feelings.  They must have flocked to David’s side to join in the worship David offered our God.  In a very real sense, though this is a spiritual reality, David’s enemies couldn’t get to him through the heavenly host.  They stumbled over angels.

The spiritual things of the world are quite real.  Angels are real.  We do not interact with them very well because we are very anchored in the three dimensions of the physical world.  There is a fourth dimension though and believe me, spiritual beings can interact with the physical world.  Angels actually are ministering spirits that our Father has provided to us.  So, just because you do not see them easily, doesn’t mean they aren’t there.  You usually cannot see air either but I bet you depend on its presence.  I believe that David’s praise, worship, admiration and adoration of the Lord, brought heaven to earth in a very real sense and he gained very real, tangible and substantive help because of it.  His desire was to spend his days admiring the one true love of his life, the Father and it brought the power of God to bear in the earth.
2445. Friday, January 27, 2017

God of Comfort

2nd Corinthians 1: 3 - 4

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort; who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

Do you wish to be a disciple of Christ?  Do you want to be a person that God can use?  If so, then you have to make yourself ready.  You have to receive the comfort which you will need for others.

Most of us want to be soldiers for the Lord but we fail to understand that God’s soldiers don’t carry swords, they come with healing.  They come bearing good news of the Kingdom.  Jesus said he came to set free those who are downtrodden (Luke 4: 18).  This statement he quoted from a passage in Isaiah, which reads, “to bind up the brokenhearted.”  This is such a big part of the ministry of the gospel.  People are hurting.  In many ways most of us have broken hearts.  Jesus came to heal those hearts.  As Disciples of Christ, we are to continue his work.  Here is the thing though, most of us are so injured and scarred that all we bring is judgment and criticism.  If we are going to be useful to Jesus, we must first get healed ourselves.

Why does this frighten people so?  We walk around badly injured but do very little to receive healing.  Do we delude ourselves that if we just let time pass, we will heal.  Observation suggests that just the opposite is true.  Our wounds fester rather than heal.  Then the hurts of our hearts make it not only impossible to carry out the works of the good news but instead we go about hurting others.  You cannot give what you have not first received.  We cannot comfort others with the good news of the gospel if we will not first receive the comfort and healing that we promise to others.  Our words will not ring true and our testimony of our fruit will scream, “Hypocrite!”  I realize we are all trying our best but success isn’t in trying alone.  We must be equipped with the right tools, the first of which is our own healed heart.

There are plenty of methods, modalities, tools and mechanisms for healing.  Our big brother is THE great healer and he got all of his skill and anointing from our Father.  Healing is in our house.  Is it even rational to think that God has not provided the means by which we are to be emotionally and mentally healed?  Did we think healing was only for our bodies?  We are three-dimensional beings.  Do you think God did not know that and provide for wholeness for every aspect of our lives?  That seems an unreasonable speculation.

It is high time the body of Christ stopped going around as the walking wounded.  It is time we cooperate with the Holy Spirit for the healing of our hearts.  It is time to let Dad repair the damage of our past and of just living in the world.  Won’t you trust Him with your heart, with your wounds?  Will you reach out to receive, not only the comfort of God, but also the myriad of tools and methodologies He has provided for our healing.  Bless the Lord and trust Him with your heart.
2446. Monday, January 30, 2017

Son, Moon, Jesus

Isaiah 60: 19

No longer will you have the sun for light by day, nor for brightness will the moon give you light;  but you will have the Lord for an everlasting light, and your God for your glory.

Your sun will set no more, neither will your moon wane; for you will have the Lord for an everlasting light, and the days of your mourning will be finished.  

I love the book of Isaiah.  I am definitely going to look up Isaiah when I get to heaven and tell him how much I enjoyed his book and how much he helped my life.  Isaiah saw Jesus.  He had a revelation of his coming unlike anyone else in the Old Testament.  Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life” (John 8: 12).  That is what Isaiah told people.  One is coming, he share, who is brighter than the sun, whose light will never fade.

When God speaks, it is sometimes difficult for us to take in the fullness of his communication.  Is this passage by Isaiah and statement of Jesus purely metaphorical?  If it is, it is good enough.  Jesus is the light which lights your life.  I don’t doubt if you met Jesus in person, though, that he would be a bright radiant light.  In heaven there is no darkness ever because the sun is the light.

I think these two passages of scripture are as big as you believe them to be.  I believe Jesus’ light is also life and it glows within you bringing you health and well-being.  Could he really light a dark alley for you.  If you need it, then yes.  Isaiah saw Jesus and saw his radiance.  He saw that the sun and moon were no longer the light sources upon which we would depend.  Jesus is the light which fuels the sun; he is the everlasting.  I guess that means that the son fuels the sun.

Am I suggesting that you no longer need light bulbs in your house?  Well . . . I am not there yet but were you to believe big enough maybe so.  What I really want to share with you today is Isaiah.  I don’t know what he saw but he saw something magnificent.  We too can live in the kind of revelation he did.  Also, through his words, we may see Jesus more clearly.  We may even see ourselves more clearly.  What mysteries are revealed to us through Isaiah and the other writers of the Bible when we pause and let the light shine on us?  I am ready for us all to see “all truth” and be inspired by the glory of the Lord.

2447. Tuesday, 31, 2017

No Rejects

Isaiah 41: 9

I have chosen you and not rejected.

If you are reading these words then you can be happy because God has chosen you.  I know this because you would not be reading this if you had not been chosen by God.  He has chosen you to be His own beloved.  Does that give you a sense of belonging and value?

God has also said that He has not rejected you.  I am amazed at the number of people who feel rejected in some form or another.  Even a great number of Christians seem to feel unaccepted by the church and even by God Himself.  Well, we no longer have to worry about rejection by God.  He has told us, unequivocally, that we are acceptable in His sight.

God is love.  He sent Jesus into the world to save you so that you could be in His family and live forever with Him.  He didn’t send Jesus into the earth to judge and condemn.  He isn’t trying to keep you out of heaven.  He is trying to make sure you spend eternity in His house.  God wants to express His love to you.  How can someone who is love be critical and reject everyone who is not perfect?  God sent the perfect one so that he could be perfect for us.  This allows us all to just be ourselves.  Sure, we are all trying to be the best version of ourselves that we can be but God will not love us anymore because He does not love us any less now.  His love for us is also perfect and complete.  

Before you were born, God knew exactly what you would be like and He chose you none the less.  He never required you to earn His love and acceptance.  They are both free gifts.  You never have to feel like an outcast because God loves you perfectly today.  Isn’t that great?
2448. Wednesday, February 1, 2017

Intertwined with Jesus
Isaiah 40: 31 
Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.

When you go to our webpage (www.iveyministries.org) you will see this verse on the leading banner.  One might question why we have chosen this verse when there are others which seemingly fit the logo better.  Of course, one thinks of John 15: 5, “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.”  Yes, I love that verse.  It is rich, but so is today’s verse.

To really appreciated today’s verse one needs to look a bit deeper.  If you stopped reading this and looked at our website, you undoubtedly noticed a difference.  Above reads, “those you wait for the Lord.”  The website verse reads, “those who hope in the Lord.”  That is the NIV reading whereas for the Word of the Day I used the New American Standard Bible.  Which is right?  Well, they both are.  The God’s Word version deals with this verse well.  It says, “Yet, the strength of those who wait with hope in the Lord will be renewed.”  Certainly that adds clarity between the various readings but still, I have not answered why this verse in any version would be appropriate for Ivey Ministries other than it is just a great verse and inspiration from the Lord.  In order to reveal the very essence of this verse we must look in the concordance.

When you look up the word “wait” in Strong’s Concordance (Strong’s no. 6960)  you find it is the Hebrew word “qavah”.  It is a root word which means to bind together perhaps specifically or particularly by twisting.  So let’s look at today’s verse in this light, “Yet those who are “twisted together with the Lord” will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.”  Now, that makes sense, doesn’t it?  Let me restate it, “Those whose lives are twisted together, intertwined, with the Lord, shall have great strength.”  The word qavah also implies a sense of expectation.  Truly, if we each had a revelation of being inextricably intertwined with Jesus wouldn’t we have enormous expectations of goodness, power, strength and blessing flowing in and through our lives?  

That is what I want for you, a life so full of the indwelling presence of the Lord that when you breath, he breathes; when you speak, he speaks.  I want the blessing of the Lord to fill you to overflowing.  The overflowing grace of the Lord will bless all people you come in contact with.  You have the right to walk in the power of the Lord, yes, but also in his majesty.  I want you so full that you have the answers, authority, words and power for every situation.  I envision each one of you so full of Jesus that he literally overflows from you.  All victory, all glory is yours in Christ and that is what you are entitled to.  Do you want to talk about entitlement?  This is your inheritance in Christ, full victory and glory of the Father.  Everything that Jesus is belongs to you through him.  He so desired to give you full access to all the glory of God that he chose to go to the cross.  Let us not stop short of everything.  Let us not settle for anything less than Jesus’ absolute best.    This is the Kingdom of God, that we should be intertwined with the Beloved and behold His face.  Glory to God and to His children.  

2449. Thursday, February 2, 2017

Abiding in the Vine

John 15: 5

I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

I referred to this verse yesterday but just reading it filled me with such revelation and joy that I want to share with you.  There is so much in this little verse.  I certainly cannot cover it all in one Word of the Day.  Let’s just look at two aspects.  First, have you thoroughly considered “he who abides in Me?”  What does abide mean?  I think we understand this to mean to “dwell in.”  Another definition is to remain in one place or state.  We talk about abiding in Jesus and his abiding in us but it is hard to really wrap your head around.  This abiding Jesus is talking about bespeaks a continuity.  It isn’t characterized by one minute in him and then next off in our own world apart from him.  This abiding in him and he in us is a deep integration of two souls, who are of one mind and one purpose.  It isn’t the flitty affair of new love.  It is the entrenched devotion of life long lovers.  He who abides in Jesus and in whom Jesus abides is enmeshed with Jesus.  There is no retreat from him.  Everywhere you go, there he is.  Your thoughts, dreams, songs and conversation keep revolving back to him.  He is literally, rather than figuratively, “in you”  and you are not only “in him” but also into him.  You are interested in his thoughts and his ways.  He is part of you such that there is no longer a means by which to separate the two of you.  I could go on and on but you get the idea.  

Then I really like this bit about “apart from Me you can do nothing.”  At first blush it sounds a bit rude and may affect my ego.  The other side of the coin is so amazing though.  If, I can do no thing apart from him but I have done something successfully then isn’t it true that I must have done that thing with him?  Now, how exciting is that?  You have worked with Jesus because you have been successful.  The really exciting part is that now you know how to create more success.  Do everything you wish to be successful in with him.  Endeavor to be “in him” as you work, play, raise your children.  Confer with him not daily, but rather moment by moment.  What was that email you were about to send?  Wait, what does the Holy Spirit have to say about it.  Is there better sentence structure, additional thoughts, praise for the recipient?  Maybe he wants you to copy someone else or perhaps not send it at all.  What about that meeting this afternoon?  What does that look like if you are in him and he in you?  Perhaps you even think you will work an extra hour and you hear his voice gently leading you to spending that hour reading a novel.  

Whatever plans you have today, I guarantee they will all go better if you will do them with him.  Maybe we all need to ask the Father what “in him” means to Him.  I am convinced that He can, and will, show us even deeper meaning.  The one part that is very clear is that the branches cannot survive apart from the vine.  I would have you note, however, that the vine does not produce the fruit but rather the branches.  This is a partnership of the most intimate kind.  There is no end to which we can immerse ourselves in him, or even to allow him to take up residence in us.  I hope this verse; this picturesque speech from Jesus will continue to minister life to you.
2450. Friday, February 3, 2017

Good God!

Isaiah 63: 7

I shall make mention of the lovingkindness of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, according to all that the Lord has granted us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which He has granted them according to His compassion and according to the multitude of His lovingkindness.

I am involved with a group of believers who are exploring God’s goodness through the revelations of Bill Johnson as shared in his book, God is Good.  This prompted a conversation with a minister friend.  Together we agree that if our ministries can lead people to the understanding that God is good, then we will have been successful.  As you attempt to communicate God’s goodness, you find that words fail.  Just look at Isaiah’s paragraph above.  How many ways and how many times does he have to say God is good for us to get it?  It seems like Isaiah just can’t say it well enough or big enough to suit himself.  He uses the words: lovingkindness, great goodness, compassion and the multitude of His lovingkindness.  Can you see how he struggles to convey the great kindness and love of God?  Why is this so difficult to convey and to receive?

I remember as a small child we used to say a very simple prayer and believe it, “God is great, God is good, let us thank Him for this food.”  God is great!  God is good!  You know, some adult had to teach us that prayer.  Do you think the adult believed the words?  Why do so few adults, particularly Christian adults believe these words now?  Weren’t we taught that God is good?  How is there even space in the Christian world for Bill Johnson to write a book on God’s goodness?  Shouldn’t we all be so steeped in this very basic principle as to make his book unnecessary?  I wish!  By the way, it is a good book and I am enjoying it.  I just don’t like that there is any revelation here for any of us.  

How is this hard?  God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son . . . (John 3: 16).  We sure can quote this verse and make signs and placards bearing its words but miss its message.  If your personal theology has no other linchpin that this one, let it be that God loves you.  Grasp with your heart, mind and soul that He is all good all of the time.  He only has good plans in mind for you.  Well, now I sound like Isaiah.  There are  not words enough to satisfy the communication of His great goodness.  Maybe it’s best if I defer to the Apostle John who said it best, “God is love” (1 John 4: 8).
2451. Monday, February 6, 2017

Beyond Imagining

1 Corinthians 2: 9

God’s Word Version

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined the things that God has prepared for those who love him.
A friend reminded me of this verse recently.  I had let it slip my mind.  What a huge passage this is, what an enormous unveiling of the Father.  Our God and Father has already prepared great things for us, things beyond our imagination.  The NIV Bible says, “What no human mind has conceived.”  God has prepared for us things which no human mind has ever conceived of.  Jeremiah 29: 11 tell us God has good plans for us, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  He has good plans for our future and has already prepared for us the things which will usher in those good plans.  We should have hope then.

Today’s verse is a restatement of a verse from Isaiah, “For from days of old they have not heard or perceived by ear, nor has the eye seen a God besides You, Who acts in behalf of the one who waits for Him (Isaiah 64: 4).  We saw last week what the word “waits” really means.  It means to be intertwined with.  So, God has prepared these good things, these things which are beyond your wildest imagination for you who wrap yourself around Him, who wrap yourself up in Him.  So this is great news, yes?  Well, not to the casual Christian it is not.  It won’t do much for a pew sitter.  However, for those of you who love God, which I know is everyone who bothers to read devotionals, this is the gospel of good news.  Eye has not seen, neither ear heard the glorious things God has already prepared for those who love Him.

Yahweh has plans for your year.  His plans are beyond what have been seen before, heard before or ever conceived of.  Meditate on that.  Let your mind ponder what you can have and do this year.  If you so choose, this can be your greatest year ever.  Bigger, better, farther and higher are the plans God has for you.  Your cup is designed to overflow.  Receive His abundance.
2452. Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Ephesians 3: 20 - 21
Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever, Amen. 

Yesterday we looked at 1st Corinthians 2: 9 which said that the mind of man has not even conceived of all the good things God has prepared for those who love Him.  Many of you undoubtedly were put in remembrance of this verse from Ephesians.
This is a favorite verse for contemplating the plans that Yahweh has for us.  Like Isaiah when he wrote about God’s goodness, Paul cannot seem to find enough words to express the great expanse of God’s favor and provision for us.  Again we see from this verse that no matter how big we may think, despite our most grandiose wishes, dreams and prayers, we have never thought big enough to comprehend all that God wants to do for us. 

It is not enough that God will do abundantly.  His abundance exceeds any normal definition of abundance.  Still, not enough.  He wants to do for you that which is beyond anything you have ever thought or asked.  Now then, how big have you dared to dream?  God has a challenge for you.  He effectively says to you, “No matter how much you expand your dreams, hopes and desire, I have something even greater for you!”  I like to challenge God right back.  “Okay Dad, I can dream this big, I say to Him.”  Even then you think, “Wait, there is obviously something larger because no matter how big I think, He is thinking bigger.”  That causes me to ponder my own boundaries.  I purposefully push my boundaries out further; make my dreams bigger.  It is quite an exercise.

It is interesting to note that the power that God is going to use  to exceed my greatest expectations is already resident within me.  Ponder that one for a little while.  That power within you is alive and poised.  Release your imagination and your belief in God’s words.  Let’s see how far we can go.
2453. Wednesday, February 8, 2017

No Fear Here

1 John 4: 18
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.

We have heard this verse often enough but I wonder how deeply we understand it.  People don’t come to Christ because they are “afraid” of what they will have to give up.  In other words, they are afraid of the punishment if they call themselves Christians and yet continue in their lifestyle.  That is all backwards.  God doesn’t call people to the fold in order to punish them.  The weight of their sin is on them now.  Jesus came and died that their sin might transfer to him.  They are under the judgment of the law now.  Christ came to set us all free (Galatians 5: 1).

God is love and there is no fear in love.  There is no fear in God and no fear in those who are in God.  You have been set free from fear and death.  Moreover, you have been freed from the curse of the law.  You needn’t have fear of punishment.  Being in the house of God is to be in the house of liberty.  Christ has freed us from the fear of judgment by shedding his blood for our sins.    The question is no longer about punishment but rather reward.

“Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him” (Hebrews 11: 6).  God is a rewarder of those who seek Him, not a punisher.  He has saved you by His grace and Jesus’ blood in order to remove you from the bane of punishment and instead put you in the house of His good mercies so that He can pour out on you the rewards of His household.  Can someone shout?

What we should learn and make known is that we haven’t given up a thing to follow Jesus.  We have only gained.  If we clean up our act a little bit, it is because we love God and want to be with Him.  He does not require us to change in order to love us.  However, I want good rewards and that is motivation, and much better motivation than punishment.  “For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done” (Matthew 16:27).  Give me some of that!  I want to see Jesus in all his father’s glory and I want to feel good about standing with him.  He will love me regardless, but I want to clean up and I want to follow him and I know you are the same way.  

As the revelation of God’s love blossoms in our hearts, this will be our only perception.  We will have no fear of any kind much less the fear of retribution from our Father.  When we understand a love so deep that it is sacrificial, then there is no way we will concern even one cell of our brains with the fear of what God will do to us.  He sent Jesus to save, not condemn so there is therefore no longer fear.  There is no fear in love, no fear in God.

2454. Thursday, February 9, 2017

Clean

John 15: 3

You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.

Jesus’ work is complete.  Did you know that?  Even before the cross he said the words he spoke made people clean.  Do you find that amazing?  What amazes me is that today, after the cross, people are still obsessed with their dirt.  If we are Christians, we need only be obsessed with Jesus’ righteousness.  It is he who cleanses us and nothing we have ever done or ever will do will make us worthy of the righteousness of God.  None the less, the scriptures say that we are the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5: 21).  

Look, we are all human and fall short of the glory of God but sin doesn’t make you a sinner unless your status is predicated on your prowess.  Of course, none of us wants to sin yet we do.  That is why we needed a savior.  He is the glory and the righteousness of God so we just bury ourselves in him.  In him, we also are the glory and the righteousness of God.  Apart from him, we are broken husks of humanity.

Jesus has made us clean so lose the sin consciousness.  Put on a saved and redeemed consciousness.  To focus on our sin, on our short-comings is to be self-centered.  We are supposed to be Christ-centered.  In other words, our thoughts and perspectives are about him, what he has done and who we are in him.  Who we are in ourselves is not important.  We weren’t satisfied with that person which is why we gave lordship to Jesus.  Who we are in Christ is everything.  

The sacrifice is complete; the work done.  Jesus has perfected us in him.  He has cleansed us and made us whole.  He is the glory and the lifter of our heads so that we can joyfully walk into the throne room of God, unashamed.  My big brother paid the price when I couldn’t.  That is everything.
2455. Friday, February 10, 2017

Caught Unaware

1 Corinthians 12: 1

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.

Here we find Paul writing to the church, which he established in Corinth.  He had a pastor’s heart towards the people in Corinth.  He wrote them letters in order to encourage and instruct them.  This statement from him makes my pastor’s heart grieve though, for one thing is sure, we are unaware concerning spiritual gifts.  Many people who are Christians, even people who attended church for 30 years or more are not even aware that there is such a thing as spiritual gifts much less what they are and how they operate in the lives of believers.  In truth, they are not operating in the lives of believers because we are predominantly unaware of even their existence.  There clearly is not enough time or space in a devotional to explore this topic at any depth but at least we can make ourselves aware.  

Paul lists nine gifts of the Spirit in this chapter.  The first important point to notice is that these are gifts of the Holy Spirit of God.  Not one of us has to be a special saint in order to exercise these gifts.  The Holy Spirit simply manifests his gifts through each one of us.  The nine gifts are: word of wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, gifts of healing, effecting of miracles, prophecy, distinguishing of spirits, a variety of tongues and interpretation of tongues.  All of these work through individual believers and every single believer is qualified in the Spirit of God.  They have been given to the body of Christ for our edification.  Isn’t that great?  

Jesus told us when he was about to leave the earth that he was going to send the Holy Spirit to us who would be with us forever.  Obviously, the Spirit of God IS God.  He is part of the Holy Trinity.  He was with God in the beginning and when God created the earth.  The Holy Spirit has specific roles which are described throughout the Bible but most specifically in the book of John.  One of the words which often accompanies any Biblical discussion of the Spirit is “power.”  He is the creative power of God.  This is most clearly observed in Genesis where the Spirit was hovering until God spoke the word.  Then the Spirit manifested what God envisioned.  That is powerful imagery.  

The Holy Spirit has come to manifest God’s presence in the earth.  These gifts, Paul writes about, are part of that manifestation.  One of the key concepts that seems to elude us modern day Christians is that they are “gifts.”  They are presents from God to us.  I mean, “Happy Birthday!  Have a gift!”  I am all for gifts and presents.  I love them.  Even the simplest gift brings me pleasure.  Maybe some of you are like me.  How is it, then, that we have allowed gifts from God to go unnoticed?  It is a little frightening when I contemplate it.

The most amazing thing to me in this chapter is that Paul spends no time explaining these gifts.  He does not write a treatise on what they are and how each one is distinguished or used.  He seems to expect his audience to understand their uses.  How far I feel we have fallen.  If you are hungry for a good Bible study, researching the gifts of God’s Spirit would be a great one.  Send me a copy when you are done, please!
2456. Monday, February 13, 2017

Rooted

Romans 15: 12

The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.

Well, of course, you know that this root that was foretold from the family of Jesse is Jesus.  Jesse was the father of David.  As you well know, not only the Jews have hope because of the Messiah but also every person in the world.  Regardless of ethnic background, family lineage or any other categorical subdivision, all people now can have the hope of a good life and a future.

This verse holds the promise of inclusion but it also holds the promise of hope.  All who have been without hope now have a reason to hope again.  In Jesus is renewed hope.  Yesterday may have been a bad day.  Last year may have been a rough year but tomorrow is a new day.  In him, in Jesus, even the most lost person on the planet can have hope.  He is the Lord over all and while some may hear that as oppressive, in truth just the opposite is true.  When Jesus accepts his lordship over our lives, he accepts the responsibility to look after us, to take care of us and to provide for us.  That is the lord’s job.  That explains also why Jesus calls himself the good shepherd.  The shepherd doesn’t oppress the sheep.  He cares for them even at great personal peril.  Jesus said that the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep (John 10: 11).  

I am also reminded of Jesus using the comparison of the branches and the vine (John 15: 5).  There is something very earthy and base about these descriptions of Jesus and the role he plays in our lives here on earth.  Our lives are filled and fulfilled when we are rooted in Jesus, grounded in him.  When we strip away the frill and get down to the very basics there is soil and seed, roots, vines, branches, and fruit.  Jesus doesn’t call himself a multilevel edifice, covered in gold and jewels.  He is our root.  He is the one down in the dirt, getting dirty providing a foundation and supply chain for us.  He feeds and nourishes us.  He provides everything we need by being grounded.  We have only to abide in him.  He does the work but the fruit shows out on our branches.  Abiding in Jesus is still the real key here.  We see it said differently at times but being rooted in Jesus is the hope of today and the hope for tomorrow.  

2457. Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Washy, Washy

Psalm 36: 1 – 4

God’s Word
There is an inspired truth about the wicked person

    who has rebellion in the depths of his heart:

        He is not terrified of God.

He flatters himself and does not hate or even recognize his guilt.

The words from his mouth are nothing but trouble and deception.

    He has stopped doing what is wise and good.

He invents trouble while lying on his bed

    and chooses to go the wrong direction.

    He does not reject evil.
This is an interesting psalm.  It is twelve verses long; the remaining verses are in tomorrow’s Word of the Day.  It is a study in contrast, as you will see.  Ultimately we observe the grace of God which saves us and praise God for that.  These beginning verses are beyond sad.  They speak of a tragedy.  David wrote this psalm and so recall to your mind his audience.  He, as I, wrote to God’s children.  His psalms are an expression of what his heart experienced with the people God chose as his own.  This is the lens through which I wish for you to read this psalm and this Word of the Day.  We are talking about God’s kids here, not the unsaved heathen of a savage land.

The beginning of this passage in the New American Standard Bible reads, “Transgression speaks to the ungodly within his heart.”  In other words, the voice of transgression is the rebellion in the heart of the one who is not wearing his godly mantle.  To be ungodly is just that.  We have been reborn into the family of God.  That makes us godly, “of God.”  However, we don’t always behave as if we are “born of God.”  Sometimes we appear to the world around us the same as any unsaved person.  Why is this so?  

Today’s devotional is not a call to behavioral modification.  It is a call to nurture and heal our hearts so that transgression does not keep us bound by its deception.  See that this person has “stopped doing what is wise and good.”  He used to but now he has begun to listen to a voice which is misleading him.  He has allowed his heart to be corrupted; contaminated.  He listens to his own counsel which has become perverted so that he no longer even recognizes his guilt much less hates it.  The Amplified version says, “For he flatters and deceives himself in his own eyes thinking that his sinfulness will not be discovered and hated [by God]” (v. 2).  Do you see what is happening here?  It is a very important point.  God is telling us that we deceive ourselves.  Our own words, the words we speak to ourselves convince us as to our course of action.  Do you see why this is so tragic.  You cannot rescue yourself.  Your wisdom and your counsel can mislead you.  That is why we need Jesus and his word.  Christians experience this misleading everyday all over the world.  Well intentioned people have allowed a little slippage here and a little there until they no longer even see their sin.  It isn’t only denial.  They have become blind to it.  But there is hope.  There is always hope.  Jesus and Yahweh have remedied every problem we have.

Have you ever heard the expression, “washed in the Word?”  That comes from Ephesians 5: 26.  Jesus’ words are a cleansing river.  They fill us and simply wash out the old.  It is not a painful process.  It is like soaking in a hot tub.  Grace and mercy flow in; lies and deception flow out.  You cannot stand in Jesus’ presence and lie to yourself.  He is truth.  Fear not, though, because truth sets you free.  Truth isn’t painful.  It is liberating.  Jesus wishes to show you the way.  He is the way.  He didn’t come here to accuse us but rather to save us so refresh your hope.  Be renewed in joy.  The root of Jesse has come to restore you and give you hope for tomorrow and the day after that and on and on. 

Obviously, the big secret is abiding in the Word, Jesus and the Father.  It is in being intertwined with the savior.  Within his abiding presence is a host of help and tools.  Do not feel alone; do not be alone.  Reach out to others.  Let your heart hear the truth from the Word and also from your pastor and other Christian friends.  Listen to some of the most anointed preachers in the world through  free internet programming.  A theology which grows in isolation is rarely a healthy one.  We need to hear other voices speaking into our lives.  You should not be your only advisor.  Reach out to others who are in the Word and share your experiences with each other.  They can benefit from your voice too!
2458. Wednesday, February 15, 2017

So Precious

Psalm 36: 5 – 12

God’s Word

O Lord, your mercy reaches to the heavens,

    your faithfulness to the skies.

    Your righteousness is like the mountains of God,

    your judgments like the deep ocean.

    You save people and animals, O Lord.

Your mercy is so precious, O God,

    that Adam’s descendants take refuge

    in the shadow of your wings.

They are refreshed with the rich foods in your house,

    and you make them drink from the river of your pleasure.

Indeed, the fountain of life is with you.

    In your light we see light.

Continue to show your mercy to those who know you

    and your righteousness to those whose motives are decent.

Do not let the feet of arrogant people step on me

    or the hands of wicked people push me away.

Look at the troublemakers who have fallen.

     They have been pushed down and are unable to stand up again.

I would rather you read this psalm again rather than words from me today.  It is so beautiful.  Which statement is your favorite?  It is very hard to say, isn’t it?  What about “Your mercy is so precious, O God” or “you make them drink from the river of your pleasure?”  In these verses we see God’s heart towards us.  He wants to bring us under his wings to protect and provide for us.  He wants us to soak up His goodness and light.  If you pause and quiet yourself down for a moment, can you feel His abundant love and compassion for you?  Let Him whisper in your ear today.
2459. Thursday, February 16, 2017

Big Promise

Psalm 9: 10

For Thou, O Lord, hast not forsaken those who seek Thee.

There are thousands of promises in the Bible.  However, they aren’t numbered so that you can go look them up one by one.  Here is one though, which perhaps you should mark with a tab and some highlighting so that you can always find your way back to it.  What great assurance and grounding for our soul we find in these few simple words.  

God has never and will never forsake those who seek Him.  Even when people kept sinning, they would run back to God and He was always awaiting their return.  He was always keeping a vigil watching for them.  He will not forsake us, even when we deserve it.

In truth, all of the power over your relationship with God is in your hands.  He has given you His Word.  He has taken His position.  He says, “I am here.  I make Myself available to you and furthermore, I will never, ever forsake you.”  We are the ones in control.  We choose to seek Him or not.  Do we let the world, work, our social lives and all of the other distractions supersede our seeking?  Sure we do.  I do.  Sometimes I awaken myself to the truth and realize that I have not been seeking Him as I should, even as I once did.  Then I start again because I have the power over my relationship with God, even as you do.

The question, then, becomes, “How does one seek Yahweh?”  The two principle ways to seek Him are prayer and The Word.  I wouldn’t suggest you omit either one.  You will find Him if you believe you will and you honestly search for Him in the Word.  Just talk with Him about scripture.  Ask Him what He was thinking when He had those words you just read penned.  Ask Him why it was important to Him that those words find their way into our Bible.  Ask Him what further revelation He can show you from that scripture.  You will be amazed how many messages He can speak to your heart from one short scripture.  Talk to Him about today’s verse.  Go read the verses before and after it.  Find out the context in which it was written.  And listen.  Look out your window at the trees blowing in the wind and let His thoughts gently float across your mind.  I will promise you this, if you seek Him, honestly seek Him, you absolutely will find Him.
2460. Friday, February 17, 2017

The Prodigals’ Father

Luke 15: 20
And he got up and came to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him, and kissed him.

You all know the story of the prodigal son and how he went off to another town and lived there until he squandered his inheritance.  Realizing the slaves of his father’s house fared better than he was in that foreign town, he decided to return home.  He didn’t have a cell phone (I guess he squandered that too) so he did not call his father to say that he was returning home.  His plan was to show up and beg his father for a position as a hired hand since, he believed, he no longer deserved the title and position of a son.

Obviously, this is a picture of each of us.  Jesus told this story in order to illustrate to us how Father God loves us.  We don’t deserve to be called the children of our Father either.  Some of us have squandered our time, our money and our skills on the wrong pursuits.  For many of us we spent those resources which God gave us on our flesh or, in other words, on worldly desires.  Then we come to the end of ourselves and realize that we have wasted so much precious time.  So, we turn our faces back towards home, knowing we deserve nothing but hoping that we can at least have the leftover crumbs of His grace.

The thing that astounds me about this verse is that the father saw the prodigal approaching in the distance.  Let’s read this again, “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him, and kissed him.”  How did the father see him while he was still a long way off?  The answer is that he, the father, was looking for him.  Imagine the father.  Every morning he arises early and looks out on the horizon anticipating the return of his beloved son.  He stands there and watches for his kid.  He was not reclining in his tent bemoaning the fact that the boy went off and wasted what the father gave.  He didn’t judge the boy.  He just searched for him every day until one day, there upon the horizon, was a dust cloud.  He kept watching and praying that it might be his lost one.  When the boy came into view the father ran to him.  

Glory to God!  This is the image of our heavenly Father who searches and watches for us. When we return to Him, He runs to embrace us.  He feels compassion towards us, not hate and anger. Let this sink down into your spirit.  Feel the compassion of this father towards his lost child.  Now become the child as you receive your Father’s embrace.  Bask in the warmth of His joy at your presence.  This, Jesus said, is the way the heavenly Father feels towards you.  Of course He has never forsaken those who seek Him.  He longs to have us return to Him so that He can express His compassion and love towards us.  He is watching for you daily, searching the horizon for your visage to appear over the hill.  There is nothing which gladdens His heart more than for you to want to spend time with Him.  You are the beloved.  You are the apple of His eye.

2461. Monday, February 20, 2017

God Is . . .

1 Corinthians 13: 4
Love is patient . . . 

Would you like to know the character traits of God?  Did you realize they are listed in the Bible?  Yep, they are.  You see 1 John 4: 8 tells us that God is love.  Then we read here in Corinthians that “love is” patient . . ..  So translate that and you get God is patient.  Are you with me?

You can prove He is patient.  One way is by reading the Bible.  When you read the Old Testament, you begin to wonder how humanity survived.  The people sorely tried God’s patience but His patience won out and here we are.  Then read the New Testament.  Was not the people’s treatment of Jesus enough to provoke even the most patient of people?  Yet God’s love prevailed.  He and Jesus endured the ignorance and abuse hurled at them for the prize set before them.  And what was that prize?  Us.  Wow.  That doesn’t sound like much of a prize to me; certainly not reward enough to endure the cross.  Apparently, that is what love does.  

Another way to prove God’s patience is to look in your own life.   Sometimes as I look back in my own life I shudder at my complete foolishness.  I shout, “Glory” to God that He had the patience to wait out my wandering years and “Thank you Lord,” for His continuing patience as I try to find my way daily.  Do you feel the same way?  Can you feel His patience and love coating you right now as you think about the trials you put Him through?  He will never fail you, never forget or forsake you.  God is patient.
2462. Tuesday, February 21, 2017

God is . . . kind

1 Corinthians 13: 4

Love is patient, love is kind.

Kindness is a consistent theme all through the Bible.  God has continually shown His kindness to mankind.  In the 25th Psalm David wrote, “Remember, O Lord, Your compassion and Your lovingkindnesses, For they have been from of old” (v. 6).  David recognized and proclaimed that the kindness of God has been ever present.  He has a heart of compassion towards us in all of life’s situations.  There is never a moment in our lives, has never been a minute in all of history when the Lord’s thoughts towards us have not been thoughts of kind compassion.  

What does the word “kind” bring to your mind?  One observation from my dictionary is that it takes many words to describe kindness: 1. Of a friendly nature; generous or hospitable; warmhearted; good. 2. Charitable; helpful; showing sympathy or understanding. 3. Humane; considerate. 4. Forbearing; tolerant; charitable. 5. Courteous; thoughtful.  It goes on but one other description included is that kindness shows a desire to promote others’ welfare.  

Our Father is all of these things.  I especially like the idea that His intent is to promote our welfare.  If you really want to get the big picture of God’s kindness, run a thesaurus on each of the words from the dictionary.  Already we see that kindness involves being aware of other people and their needs.  God didn’t call us to Himself so that we could meet His needs.  He calls us to Him so that He can care and provide for us.  He is gentle and generous.  He is tolerant rather than critical.  Psalm 25: 10 reads, “All the paths of the lord are lovingkindness and truth to those who keep His covenant and His testimonies.”  All that He thinks, all that He does is bathed in kindness.

Knowing God’s essential traits will help you to relate to Him better.  I hope it will also cause you to trust Him at a deeper level.  He is safe.  He is kind.

2463. Wednesday, February 22, 2017
God is . . . not jealous

1 Corinthians 13: 4

Love is patient, love is kind, and [love] is not jealous.

We have heard that God is a jealous God (Exodus 20: 5), so how does this make sense?  Well, it is true.  As the song says, “God don’t play second fiddle.”  He will have no gods before Him.  However, His love is not jealous and in a general sense He is not.  He just will not abide idolatry and that is very different.  I think you can easily distinguish these expressions of God’s preeminence as your God from jealous love.

He is more than happy for you to have many loves.  In fact, He has told us that we ought to love one another even as He has loved us (John 13: 34).  He desires that we be unified in love even as He and Jesus are one (John 17: 21).  You see, love is not jealous.

Love, and therefore God, always wants the best for us.  It isn’t selfish or controlling.  It doesn’t take things or people away from us because it wants all of our attention.  If someone in your life demonstrates these traits, then their love for you is not mature.  This should be an immediate danger sign for you.  Jealousy is not of God and is not godly.  Further, there is no place in love for jealousy.  What that person feels for you may be need or desire but it is not love.

God wants your time but He does not want to dominate your time or attention.  His plan would be for you to take Him along on your run or your dinner out with friends.  He does not have to be the center of attention and He does not want you to neglect the other parts of your life.  His is a healthy love and as such is the model we should use in our interpersonal relationships.  If people need to control us, they don’t love us.  God wants you happy and healthy.  His is a true love.  He is not jealous.
2464. Thursday, February 23, 2017

God is . . . not a braggart

1 Corinthians 13: 4

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag. 

Boy, you ought to see the synonyms  for this one.  Here are some of the ones my computer thesaurus retrieved for braggart: boaster, showoff, bigmouth, loudmouth, windbag and egotist.  Interesting, huh?  I am especially intrigued by “egotist.”  That really is the central problem underlying all of the synonyms.  This has a relationship, also, with yesterday’s Word from the Lord.  Love is not self-centered therefore, not jealous nor boastful.  

How distasteful, really, is a braggart?  Is it amplified when we think of love bragging?  True love has no reason to brag or boast of itself, or Himself.  The love of God is absolute.  In fact, it is the most powerful force on earth or beyond.  If there was a way for physicists to measure it we would see this truth.  God is secure in who He is and in our relationship with Him.  He knows that we sometimes reject Him but it does not alter His truth.  We can take Father’s example in this.  Though a person reject us, we are still safe, secure and loved by our Father.  We don’t even have to brag on this unsurpassed love of the Father.  It shows.  When you have accepted that the heavenly Abba loves you, your face begins to beam with that assurance.  You and the Father have an unbreakable link which goes so deeply, even into your cells and tissues, that there is no need for anyone to brag.  The joy is in just being in that great a love.  Love doesn’t have to brag.  

2465. Friday, February 24, 2017

God is . . . not arrogant

1 Corinthians 13: 4

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant.

It is interesting that love is known not only for what it is but also for what it is not.  It can be hard to describe what love is but we all understand the imagery suggested by what love is not.  Still, you may be a little surprised that “not arrogant” is included in a description of love.  So, what does arrogance look like and how does that contrast with love?

Some synonyms for arrogance are: conceit, haughtiness, egotism, and superiority.  None of these sound like God.  Our Father is not one to brag or self-promote.  Love puts other people in first position and that is what God does.  Also, arrogance comes often in comparison.  Behaving in a superior or haughty manner is often more about putting someone else down in order to elevate oneself.  God has no need to build Himself up.  There is no one like God; no one even to compare with Him.  

Truly there is no room for arrogance in love.  Love shouldn’t be self-effacing but it should be modest, putting the love of the other person ahead of selfish, arrogant aims.  Because God is love, His first thought is always about you.  This is true.  He isn’t worrying about Himself.  He is fine and He is secure.  Everything He has ever done, everything He does is for your welfare.  He is not prideful, arrogant or boastful.  He is kind, modest, meek and gentle.   He is not out to prove how great He is or even to have you constantly bowing and kowtowing to Him.  He made you a child.  You are His beloved.  There is no room for prideful or arrogant expression in true love.  Love is not arrogant and thus neither is God.

2466. Monday, February 27, 2016

God is . . . not unbecoming

1 Corinthians 13: 4- 5

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly.

How obvious is this in truth?  How can you say you love  me if your actions are unbecoming.  Okay, do you want some synonyms for unbecomingly?  Here are just a few: improperly, inappropriately, indelicately, incorrectly, unsuitably.   Anyone who behaves in any of these manners towards us, does not love us.  Period.  There is no excuse for these categories of actions from anyone who says they love us.  This chapter of 1 Corinthians defines love for us.  In so doing, it establishes boundaries and expectations for human relationships even as it describes God.  

Your heavenly Father would never act inappropriately with you.  You are always safe with Him.  That is important for you to know.  He will never be indelicate or improper.  There is nothing about you that He does not know but that does not mean that He will ever violate your privacy or your boundaries.  He is kind, gentle and caring.  He is nurturing and sensitive to your needs. 

You should expect every one of your friends and associates to respect your healthy boundaries as well.  It is never okay for the person who says they love you or anyone else to ever act inappropriately towards you.  I know we all tend to make mistakes but, you should have very firm lines drawn and if people step over them, even once, you should let them know that is not acceptable.  They may not realize where your boundaries are or they could have made an honest mistake.  Nonetheless, God wants you to have healthy relationships and this necessarily means surrounding yourself with people who will not behave unbecomingly towards you.  Love never violates your personal borders, and it does not act improperly.  Love honors you and respects you.  God’s love always makes you feel safe and treasured.
2467. Tuesday, February, 28, 2017

God . . . is not selfish

1 Corinthians 13: 4 - 5

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own.

We have thought about arrogance, egotism, and self-centeredness in this examination of what love is.  As we continue looking at chapter 13 we reach this phrase, love does not seek its own.  What does that mean but that love is not selfish? 

God’s love is not self-oriented.  He loves us not for Himself, but for us.  In other words, He doesn’t love us for what it gets Him or what we will do for Him.  Love does not focus the camera lens on itself but instead on others.  This is the essential model of love and this is essential God.  

Love does not serve itself, it serves others.  Love doesn’t worry itself about serving itself.  It isn’t seeking its own interests.  Can you see this?  Real love is not concerned with filling its needs.  This is what we need to understand about God.  His every thought is about our welfare, not what we can do for Him.

There has been such a misunderstanding in the body of Christ about our relationship with God.  I used to think our relationship was all about the tasks He wanted me to do and the roles He wanted me to fill.  Now I understand that He cares very little for those things.  These tasks and jobs which we think are so big and so important are as a gnat to Him.  The one thing which is important to Him is us and our welfare.  Think this through with me.  His greatest thoughts and ambitions are about us.  How does that impact all of your theology?  He wants to help us become healthy, whole and happy.  Everything He does is towards that end.  His vision is for us to walk in complete and total victory, the victory that Christ has already won for us.  God didn’t have to give you cancer to make you strong.  Your victory is in Christ.  Jesus won the battle.  God is our strength.  Besides, there is no cancer in heaven for God to send to you.  He has only good things.

God did not call you to Himself so that you could serve Him.  He called you to Himself so that He could serve you and care for you.  Remember Jesus washing the feet of the Apostles?  He is the greatest servant ever and though we model Jesus, God did not call us as servants but as children.  True love, the God kind of love doesn’t serve itself.  It does not seek its own wishes.  God seeks to fulfill the desires of our hearts (Psalm 37: 4).  Love is not selfish; God is not selfish.

2468. Wednesday, March 1, 2017

God is . . . not provoked

1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 5

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked.

How would you like it every person who loves you loved you so much that they could not be provoked?  That is an amazing thought.  Some people have a concept of God being an angry God.  All I can say to that is, “They don’t know Him.”  The Word says that He is not provoked to anger and I believe this to be true because I think I have tested the theory sufficiently.  The mere fact that some of us are still on the planet instead of vaporized speaks to God’s unwavering patience.

God is not reactionary.  He decided to love us long before we were born to the earth.  Furthermore, He knew what He was getting back in the beginning.  It’s not like our shortcomings are some big surprise to Him.  He loved us and chose us before He sent Jesus to the cross.  Consider this for a moment.  When faced with the decision of sending His beloved to the earth to die for you and I He considered what He would get; He looked into the future and saw us and sent Him anyway.  So, how can He be provoked now?  He is not surprised though He may grieve a little from time to time but He also appointed an intercessor for us who would pray without ceasing.  That intercessor is Jesus.

No matter what we do; regardless of the boneheaded things we may say, our Father loves us infinitely.  He loves us with a love so pure that it shines and saves.  It contains His glory and His radiance and it is this that, more than anything else, He wishes to rain on us.  He just wants to love His kids with an active love.

So, don’t worry if you blew it yesterday.  You did not provoke Him to anger.  I can promise you that.  And if you make a monster blunder tomorrow, He has already considered it and decided to love you unequivocally anyway.  Can I tell you the truth?  Your sins are not big enough to provoke the Father.  I am not saying they make Him happy but the blood of Jesus shouts louder than anything you can ever do.  It sings to God on your behalf.  You are the beloved of God.  I don’t want you to sin, but more importantly I want you to know that your sin is not bigger than God’s love for you.  You are safe because love cannot be provoked, therefore, God is not provoked.

2469. Thursday, March 2, 2017

God . . . is forgiving

1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 5

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered.

Are you kidding me with this?  Love does not count the wrongs done to it?  The person who loves does not take into account the things a person does to them.  Don’t get this wrong, though.  This does not meant they are doormats letting people walk all over them.  No, it’s just that they forgive and continue in love.  They may not hang out with the offender anymore; they may know not to trust them but they do not judge those people.  They just keep on loving.  That is amazing but that is what love does.

“But Jesus was saying, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing’” (Luke 23: 34).  Jesus prayed this prayer for the people who were crucifying him.  I have always found this passage remarkable.  Wouldn’t you want to pray a hailstorm down on them?  I would but Jesus was born of love.  His Father is love so I guess this is the heritage of love that God passed down to Jesus.

You know, we have talked a lot about self-centeredness versus others centeredness in this discussion of Chapter 13.  I think God’s selflessness is at the root of many of the characteristics of love that we have seen from this chapter.  God is forgiving, doesn’t take into account the wrongs we deal Him because He is not absorbed with self.  He isn’t taking account of all the bad things we do to Him.  He is looking after our interests.  He is concerned with our needs and even our bad acts because often those actions are a reflection of our own hurts.  I think He worries more about the injuries which are causing us to act out than the behaviors themselves.  He wants to speed healing to us.

Maybe that is a bit of how we should look at people who do us wrong.  Maybe there is a way for us to react with compassion instead of anger.  We certainly do not have to be victims but we don’t have to be enemies either.  We can pray for them with a clean heart like Jesus prayed and mostly, we just don’t have to keep score anymore.
2470. Friday, March 3, 2017

God is . . . joyful in righteousness

1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 5

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness.

What do you think of when you hear the word unrighteousness?  At some level we hear “wrongness” don’t we?  Something is not right.  One of the definitions of righteousness means essentially that we are in our right place with God.  It has to do with where we are in relation to Him.  We are righteous in Christ who has placed us in right standing with God.  The other use of this word is the one we probably think of more often.  It refers to our personal adherence to a code of behavior or laws.  When we hear someone is unrighteous we tend to think of them as being wicked.  That is going a bit far but certainly one who is wicked is not in their proper place with God and is not following the social mores or laws.

When I hear the word “righteous” I think of Jesus.  I have hung my hat on 2 Corinthians 5: 21, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  Our standing with God is assured.  It is not earned.  Jesus gave it to us in His sacrifice and it would be repugnant to try to earn it.  We are in our right position with God because Jesus bought it with his blood.  Of course, our God will not rejoice in our being unrighteous or not in the spot Jesus bought for us.  He is not satisfied with us not being in Jesus and standing in the grace Jesus wrought for us.  If we do not accept who we are in Christ, the Father cannot rejoice.  He can only grieve.  

There was an exchange made at that altar of the cross.  The sin of the world was laid on the lamb in exchange for the righteousness of God.  All of my sin and yours was put on the altar so that we could arise in Christ Jesus in the glory and majesty of His victory and righteousness.  Our only task is to intertwine ourselves in the love of Jesus.  We put our wrongness on his rightness and his rightness wins every time.  The Father is glorified and made joyful when we immerse ourselves in the light of Jesus.  He rejoices when we rely upon 2 Corinthians 5: 21 and claim Jesus’ victory bigger than our failures.  He is happy when we raise Jesus up above our self-aware shortcomings.  We are right in Christ and that is the only way we can ever be righteous.  Love rejoices when we abide in love.  

2471. Monday, March 6, 2017
God is . . . joyful in truth

1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 6

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth.

I hope you are enjoying this series on the characteristics of God.  We continue with 1 Corinthians 13, delving into the very nature of God.  Our Father is a God of truth.  Jesus taught us that the devil is the father of lies (John 8: 44).  He said of himself “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14: 6).  So, Jesus told us that he is the truth and we discover from 1 Corinthians 13 that God (love) rejoices with the truth.  Well, that is a no brainer when you put the pieces together like that.  Of course the Father rejoices with the truth because the truth is Jesus.

This is why lying is one of the things God hates (Proverb 6: 16 – 19).  You can see why.  Not only is Jesus the truth but Satan is the father of lies.  Therefore, when people lie it is almost like worshipping the devil.  It truly is choosing his lifestyle over Jesus’.  

God rejoices in the truth and so should we.  It isn’t always easy to tell the truth.  I think we are afraid of the consequences of telling the truth but when you think this through, it becomes clear that the consequences of lying are higher.  One cannot abide in Jesus and not also abide in truth.  God speaks truth and in the truth there is freedom and power.  Jesus said, “You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free” (John 8: 32).  It seems obvious that God would rejoice in truth because love will always want you free.  Abide in the truth.  Abide in Jesus and rejoice with the Father.
 

2472. Tuesday, March 7, 2017

God . . . bears all things

1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 7

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;  bears all things.

Love abides all things and survives.  The ERV Bible reads, “Love never gives up on people.”  It is good, no, it is great that God loves us with this kind of affection.  No matter what we do; no matter how far we may have travelled from the path, His love never gives up on us.  Another translation says, “Love never stops being patient” (God’s Word).  That is a bit hard to imagine but He never, ever gives up on anyone.  He is patient with us as we endeavor to find our way.  God still loves that person that we think of as being far from the truth.  That is not to say that He approves of their path or choices but His love remains undiminished.  There is not one thing any of us can do to make God love us even one iota less than if we were perfect.  His love cannot be earned with any amount of good works or perfect behavior.  He loves us because at the foundation of the earth He chose to.  When He first envisioned human beings He made a decision to love us and the only way God can love is as the unfettered, unearned, patient, caring love that He is.  He is bound by who He is and He is love as it is defined in this chapter.  Love bears up under all things.  It does not fail because of wrongs suffered.  God’s love is perfect.  

We can love in the same way but it is important to say that while we can continue to love someone who has wronged us we do not stay yoked with people who abuse us.  We continue to love them as God does and we can pray with God’s kind of love issuing from our hearts but that is not the same as allowing ourselves to be mistreated.  Relationships are built upon reciprocal kindness.  I want you to accept God’s love as He means it and I want you to love others with the love that God gives you.  I do not want you to think that makes you a victim to every person that wants to abuse you.  That is not God’s best for you.  We should be wise in whom we associate with.  The book of Proverbs teaches us that.  God is not raising up victims but rather victors.  Love is the most powerful force in the universe.  We can and should express God’s love in this world because in Jesus we are the light of the world.  Let your light shine by letting more of God’s love fill you.  He is the love that never gives up on you, the love that bears all things.

2473. Wednesday, March 8, 2017

God is . . . a believer

1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 7

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things.

What does it mean that love believes all things?  This seems a bit difficult to unwind but as I prayed about it I realized that lovers, real lovers are people of faith.  They believe.  They believe in each other and they believe in hope.  Love is a positive force and those people who are good at loving tend to be positive people.  Think about it for a moment and determine if that is true in your experience.  People who have love in their hearts tend to see the best in situations and in people.  Hope is always alive in them even when it gets a little bruised it remains as part of their steadfast resolve.

God believes in you!  Now that is a statement we should all meditate on for a moment.  Have you ever thought about it that way?  I really had not until today but it is true.  He believes in you and your potential.  He believes in your dreams.  He believes you are capable and He thinks you are awesome.  Are some of you thinking, “Love is blind?”  Well, perhaps but God’s love for you really isn’t blind.  God sees into the deepest parts of you and that is why He believes in you.  Sure, we mess up.  We do and say some really stupid things at times but that is not our essential self.  That is just the level we are at right now.  God sees the real us, the one that is deep down.  He sees the person you are beginning to experience.  

You have been born again and believe it or not, there is a perfect you in Christ.  There is no tarnish or stain.  Sure God sees us stumble but we don’t hate babies when they fall in their learning to walk.  We have faith.  We believe they will get it.  We know it just takes time and practice and then not only will they walk but we will watch them run.  God sees you running in His mind’s eye.  He knows you will get there and He is already proud of you.  He believes in you because love believes all things.

2474. Thursday, March 9, 2017

God is . . . hopeful
1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 7

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things.

Love has an indomitable spirit.  Synonyms for indomitable are: invincible, unconquerable, unbeatable, unassailable, invulnerable, unshakable, unsinkable; indefatigable and the list goes on.  This is the quality of God’s staying power.  Hope never dies in His heart.  The flame of hope does not ever even flicker.  His hope is unassailable.  This hope is so strong that it very closely allies itself with faith.  Love, and hence God, trusts.  Our Father actually trusts us.  He also knows about the effectiveness of His son and His Spirit who are at work in our lives.  That alone is enough for Him to never give up hope.

The question is, is that enough for us to never give up hope.  One would think it should be.  If God will never stop hoping and we are intertwined with Him then maybe we can hold on to our hope even in the dark hours.  That hope is really vital to our well-being.  It is stronger than a wish.  Hope leans forward.  It has expectation in its wings.  It has confidence in tomorrow, every day.  No disappointment rises above hope.  We may have to catch our breath at times but hope picks us up even if we fall.  Hope always refocuses our eyes on the horizon, not on the ground.  

Maybe yesterday was a challenge.  Maybe this morning was without sunshine.  Not to worry.  Our God is right there in the very next breath you take and each subsequent breath.  He will renew our hope and encourage us with each breath, if we allow Him.  You can turn around your day in a breath.  Stop.  Breath.  Expect God to fill you with hope and encouragement.  Remind yourself of His words and wonders.  Let the God of hope, the God of love restore you, right now!

2475. Friday, March 10, 2017

God . . . endures 

1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 7

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Love is not a sissy.  It is strong and tough.  I am reminded of the old Timex commercial which proclaimed that a Timex watch could “take a licking and keep on ticking.”  Well, love is the same way.  It does not falter in tough times.  Love is the strongest force in the universe.  Love is not a sissy and it’s not for sissies.  Love has a backbone and that shows when the chips are down.  

Since God is love, then He does not falter either.  He endures eternally.  You well know that life is not always easy.  There are challenges but none of these things ever faze God or diminish His capacity to keep on loving you, believing in you and helping you.  Further, no matter what mean thing you may have ever said about God or to God can limit how much He loves you.  God’s love takes a licking and keeps on ticking.  It is not the casual love that blooms in spring and has run its course by winter.  Whether we ever express any affection towards God, He will continue to love us forever.  God even loves the person who hates Him.  If there is a person in your world who denigrates God, you can look at them and know that He loves them with everything He is because He is love.

And if you know anyone who has ever shown love to anyone or anything, then He has to have a measure of God in him because God is love.  Any measure of love is a measure of God.  Isn’t that good news?  Truly no one is lost to us.  We always have hope because love never gives up, never loses hope and endures forever.  

2476. Monday, March 13, 2017

God . . . never fails

1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 8

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails.

Today ends this series.  I hope you have enjoyed it.  We know better than ever the very nature and character of God.  Today’s final entry is a good conclusion.  If we cannot remember all sixteen attributes of love, this one certainly seems to say it all, Love never fails.  Yahoo!  Translate that – it means God will never, ever fail us.  We may fall short of the prize but God never has, never will.  He does not fail.  

You are born of this great love, you know.  So, you have all the power of love living inside you.  You need not fail, ever.  “Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world” (1 John 4: 4).  The great one is He who has taken up residence within you.  His power is yours, even His love is yours.  We can express all that God is but not through our own strength and willpower.  As we intertwine with Him we learn to express that integration.  God brings out the best in us.  He infuses everything that we are with everything He is.  It’s like having a constant blood infusion of God’s blood, or should we say, of Jesus’ blood.  There is so much revelation buried in that statement that we could camp out for months on its truth.  This is who you are though, the born of love, born of the greater one you.  You are God’s greatest miracle.  You may see flaws but they are only skin deep, truly.  

Love truly is power and you are heir to this unfailing power.  I think you are justified in shouting right here.  Love never fails, so God never fails and He, God, is enmeshed, intermingled, intertwined, intermixed and co-mingled in your DNA.  You have God’s life blood flowing through your veins.  When we all get a big revelation of all of this we will walk on water, heal the sick, raise the dead and do even more than Jesus as he said we would (John 14: 12).  If we knew what a great miracle God had wrought in us, truly nothing would be impossible to us .  (Matthew 17: 20).  

Whatever you aspire to, whatever dreams and ambitions you hold in your heart the love which is God longs to fulfill them all.  Regardless of past failures, despite the naysayers, the most powerful force on earth believes with you and in you.  Don’t give up and don’t give in because love never does and . . . love never fails.

2477. Tuesday, March 14, 2017

Fire for Four


Daniel 3: 25

The king replied, “But look, I see four men. They’re untied, walking in the middle of the fire, and unharmed. The fourth one looks like a son of the gods.”
I saw a quote recently that makes sense to us and can be inspirational.  However, taken out of context may also communicate a wrong message.  There is so much misunderstanding in this regard that I thought it important to reassure us as to God’s position.  

This message of the quote is that God is with us in every crisis.  The unfortunate language quoted in this book was, “As sure as God puts His children into the furnace of affliction, He will be with them in it.”  First of all, this may well have been lifted from a larger message so we bear that in mind.  However, some people may read this and rather than take away the good news that God is with you at all times, even in the roughest of times, they may only hear, “God caused all this bad stuff to happen to me.”  That is not the message of the gospel.

Of course the quote brings to mind the three Hebrews who were tossed into the fiery furnace, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Do we think, though, that God put them into a fiery furnace?  “Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with anger toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face turned red. He ordered that the furnace should be heated seven times hotter than normal.  He told some soldiers from his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego so that they could be thrown into the blazing furnace.  Then the three men were thrown into the blazing furnace. They were wearing their clothes, hats, and other clothing.  The king’s order was so urgent and the furnace was so extremely hot that the men who carried Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were killed by the flames from the fire.  So these three men—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—fell into the blazing furnace. They were still tied up” (Daniel 3: 19 – 23 GW).

It wasn’t God who condemned them to burn in a furnace.  That was Nebuchadnezzar’s doing, wasn’t it?  This is the truth we need to embrace.  Although God shows up when we are in hot water, it is not He who turned on the boiler.  God is love.  That is who and what He is and He cannot act in any way that is inconsistent with a full expression of love.  Once you nail down this cornerstone of your personal theology then other pieces begin to fall in place automatically.

Romans 8: 28 is the seminal scripture regarding God turning lemons into lemonade.  It reads, “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”  He takes those bad things and turns them around but He is not the author of them.  When you combine this verse with James 1: 13 you begin to have a sustainable personal ideology about God’s role in calamity, “Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.”  This tells you that God isn’t bringing these challenges on us but we are assured by Romans 8: 28 that He is the first on the scene, ready to rescue us and to turn the situation around so that it benefits us.

God sent Jesus into the midst of the fire with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego when Nebuchadnezzar ordered them thrown into the furnace.  That is the message I believe was intended to be conveyed in the quote.  No matter how hot the fire or deep the water, God will always put Himself or His son right there with you so that you will not burn, drown or fail.  He is not only the God of love but He is love.  He is the strong fortress and the very first Red Cross agent.  God gave His son and Jesus gave his blood so that we never have to face tribulation alone.  We are intertwined with the most powerful force in the universe and we shall, therefore, prevail.  Praise God!
2478. Wednesday, March 15, 2017

The Unbreakable Contract
Psalm 89: 34

My covenant I will not violate, nor will I alter the utterance of My lips.

The most important message in the whole Bible is that God loves you.  That is the height of God’s missive to you.  Today’s message is important too though.  We need to grasp that God is not a man that He can lie (Numbers 23: 19).  In fact, I would say that it is one of the foundational ideas, one of the keystones for your personal theology.  If you don’t understand this you will have a very difficult time understanding who you are in Christ and who God is.

You may often hear pastors talk about the letters of Paul.  Well, our Father God sent us a letter too.  This is true.  The entire Bible is a love letter to you from God and this is an important revelation for you to integrate.  You are never going to see it for its true value though if you don’t first fully embrace that God cannot lie to you.  Likewise, He will not, cannot even, break His word to you. His covenant to you is every word He has ever spoken to His kids.  His words are promises and they cannot be broken.  I want you to really meditate on this and let it sink down into your inner person.  You’ve got to understand that the Bible is not a textbook that some random author wrote with whom you have no relationship.  It is more like a “How To Manual.”  It is the culmination of God’s wisdom for you. 

Imagine for a moment that you have the time to write down, for your children, every piece of wisdom you have ever gleaned.  Take all of those life-giving messages and put them together in one place for your kids.  Better still, what if you got me to write a letter for your book and some other writers as well.  Maybe you heard a message preached by your pastor that has the power to alter a person’s life.  Record it in the pages of your opus.  Now, here is my question for you.  If you were going to create a tome  meant to guide your beloved children, would you lie in it?  Would you take care that the messages presented were correct?  If you made a promise in it, would you keep your word?

God has not changed His mind nor has He changed the utterance of His lips.  He has not changed His mind about wanting you, specifically you, to be His child forever and ever.  He wants you safe and whole.  He longs to lead you in right and productive paths.  When you can look at the Bible and mine from it God’s heart and His nurturing care for you then you will begin to build your personal understanding, your personal theology, if you will, on the cornerstone of His love.  You will find encouragement and protection. You will begin to read the words of the Bible and holdfast to them as a personal promise to you.  You will understand and believe down to your bones that when God said He sent His word and healed them (Psalm 107: 20) He meant exactly that and He meant you.  When you read Proverb 10: 22 you will have a hallelujah breakdown because you know He sent that good world to you and that He has never changed His mind about it.  

God has not changed His mind and He has not need to change the utterance of His lips.  If He said it, He will do it (Numbers 23: 19).  Let Him minister His truths to you today.

2479. Thursday, March 16, 2017

Grasshopper Epidemic

Numbers 13: 33

There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.

However, we perceive ourselves is how we truly are.  We create our own reality.  “For as he thinks within himself, so he is” (Proverb 23: 7).  In this case the Israelites perceived themselves as grasshoppers so that is what they became in their eyes and the eyes of their enemies.  We talk ourselves into being that which we hold to be true in our hearts.  Do you think yourself smart?  Then you are.  Do you think yourself healed?  You are.  What if you think of yourself as some negative as the Israelites did?  Then that becomes the truth too.  How long have you called yourself overweight?  Let’s change your perspective and thus your truth.  

Do you believe the Israelites would have fared better if they had perceived themselves differently?  Couldn’t they have just as easily confessed that they were the heirs of a promise and that the Lord their God goes before them?  Wasn’t that the truth?  God showed His hand all along the way from Egypt to Canaan.  He performed miracles and ran enemies out before them.  They could have just as easily perceived themselves as the highly valued and protected children of God.  Instead, they chose to think of themselves as grasshoppers.  Honestly, this sounds a lot like modern Christianity.

Of course, we have the same record of witness as they.  We have read about the miracles.  We have seen the promises of God but still we too choose to think of ourselves as grasshoppers instead of mighty in Christ.  We can be who we choose to be.  In truth, we are who we choose to be.  Do want to be healthy, wealthy, wise and have abundant friends?  Then choose to be a giant instead of a grasshopper.  Change your self-image to that of an anointed and appointed child of the king.  Get a revelation of the deep love of God for you.  He wants to magnify and exalt you so stop thinking of yourself in negative terms.  Let God minister truth to your bones and to your heart.  You are God’s greatest miracle and highly esteemed.  Let it go to your head.
2480. Friday, March 17, 2017
Help has a Name

Psalm 124: 8

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

So, here we are at the base of things.  The Lord, our God, created this earth we live on.  As the creator and all powerful one He has the ability to help us when we need help.  He created the earth and He created us and He is invested in helping us to live a good and happy life.  The story of humanity, though is often the story of rebellion and independence.  We don’t seem to want to rely on God to help us but, in truth, our help is in the name of the Lord.  He is the only real help we have.  That is such a simple proposition, let the Lord help you.  Truth be told, the revelation is bigger than that.  The name alone has the power to help, the power to save.  

In the Old Testament the words “The Lord” referred to Yahweh whom we often call “God.”  In the New Testament we call Jesus “The Lord.”  God gave Jesus “a name which is above every other name” (Philippians 2: 9).  He gave Jesus His own name and exalted him and that name above all things.  In that name, which is also the name of God, there is exalted power and authority.  The name of God has life in it and light.  We know, too, that Jesus is the light and the life (John 1: 4, John 8: 12).  God is in Jesus and Jesus in God.  I don’t think, therefore, that you have to get bogged down in which of them is going to bring about your rescue.  They are in this together with the Holy Spirit.  They are three in one like we are.  We are body, soul and spirit.  So are they.  They are together working to help you in all situations.  Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father interceding for you at all times.  He sent the Holy Spirit here to be with us so that we are never alone.  He, the Holy Spirit, is our go along.  He walks beside us all day listening to what the Father and Jesus are speaking.  

Our Father is God Almighty.  That’s big.  He sent us His son and now He has sent us His Spirit.  We abide with them and they abide in us.  That is front page news folks.  The Father is telling us that He, who made heaven and earth, is here for us, individually.  We have the power of the entire trinity working for our benefit.  We have only to call out.  And while I do believe in calling God by His proper name rather than this title “God” what is most important in the time of need is that you know where your help lies.  It is in the creator, your Father.  Call on His name and whether you call Him God, Yahweh, Jehovah, Father, Dad, Abba or something else, know that His ear is already tuned listening for you.  He is your help in the time of need.  Your help is in the name of the Lord God Jehovah.  Just call.

2481. Monday, March 20, 2017

Perfect Peace

Isaiah 26: 3
(NIV)

You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you.

There are three elements to this verse.  First perfect peace, second steadfastness and third trust.  Perfect peace is the conclusion – that is where we want to arrive.  We find that the way to that perfect peace is through steadfastness and trust.

So, what is steadfastness?  The Tree of Life version reads, “You keep in perfect peace
one whose mind is stayed on You.”  People who keep their mind on God are kept in perfect peace.  For some of us it would be enough to taste perfect peace every now and again but these people, those who keep their thoughts with God, abide in perfect peace.  Honestly, though, it is no big surprise that perfect peace is in God.  Jesus said that one of the things he left for us was his peace (John 14: 27).  How can we not be in peace when we keep our thought lives enveloped in God?  Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  So, when we keep ourselves, our minds and our thoughts on God; when we are steadfast about what we let our minds meditate on then we will abide in that perfect peace.

Isaiah also revealed that keeping our mind stayed on God produces trust in Him and that trust leads to perfect peace.  We might also speculate that the more we trust God, the more we do think about Him and about His way of perceiving things.  Of course we experience more peace as our trust in Him increases.   The more we keep our minds on Him and learn of Him, the more we trust Him.  Then our peace increases.

So, it might be fair to say that in Him is perfect peace so that our only task, really is just to remain in Him.  When we think about Him instead of thinking about the latest junk we heard on the news, then it is much easier to abide in peace.  He is confidence and assurance.  Think on Him instead of thinking on the things of the world and have joy and peace, perfect peace.

2482. Tuesday, March 21, 2017

Longing, Yearning and Seeking

Psalm 63: 1

You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water.

Here are the words of someone who loves God, I mean who really, really loves God.  Who do you think wrote these words?  If you said, “David” you are right.  One of the things I love about David is his passion for the Lord.  He inspires me but also shames me a little.  Another thing I appreciate about him is his willingness to express his love and devotion to the Father.  I also am impressed with his ability to express these ardent emotions.

For those of us living in the western world, the expression of emotions is almost a lost art.  We have learned to spurn emotions themselves, how much more the expression of them?  God, though, is emotional.  He is love which is more than an emotion but certainly involves the emotions.  He also hates.  Did you know that?  Run a search on that and you will see.  He and David had a love relationship with each other and neither was afraid to admit or express it.  David was so demonstrative of his love for God that he made his wife mad.  Maybe she was a bit jealous.

I admit that David embarrasses me a little with his confessions of love.  Here is today’s verse as it appears in the Amplified version, “O God, You are my God; with deepest longing I will seek You; My soul [my life, my very self] thirsts for You, my flesh longs and sighs for You, In a dry and weary land where there is no water.”  His longing for God is palpable.  You can feel the deep yearning in his soul for the touch of God, for God’s presence.  I find David’s desperate need for communion challenging but God says of David that he, “is a man after my own heart” (Acts 13: 22).  David longed for the Father, trusted Him and sought to follow His ways.  Some people talk about David’s sins but until God recognizes me as one after His heart then I will refrain from judging David.  In fact, I look forward to meeting him and telling him how much his songs inspired me.  Oh that I might be like David and yearn for the Father will all my being as he did; with a desire so strong for fellowship with the Father that he ached in his emotions and even in his body.  

We are blessed that David shared his emotions and his relationship with God with us.  We, like peeping Tom’s, get to peer inside and gain a new perspective on the depth of relationship we can enjoy with the Father even while we are here in the earth.  “Bless the Lord oh my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name” (Psalm 103: 1)  and teach me to seek Him as fervently as did David.

2483. Wednesday, March 22, 2017

Freedom

Galatians 5: 1

It was for freedom that Christ set us free.

I recently read How to Stop the Pain by Dr. Jim Richards.  My copy of this book has highlighting and notes all through it but there was one page, one paragraph that was so loud to my Pastor’s heart that I determined I must share it with you all.  

It is from this premise that Jesus came to set us free that Dr. Richards writes, “Following Him (Jesus) wholeheartedly is the safest life in the world.  It has the greatest peace; it has the emotional freedom we all desire.  To follow Him wholeheartedly, though, requires that we trust Him enough to apply His truth to our lives” (P. 94).  Therein lies the rub though.   The freedom Jesus bought for us on Calvary is wrapped in the cloak of trust.  If we put on this cloak and wrap ourselves up in it we will absolutely be protected from the storms but how do we trust Jesus to the extent that we are willing to take those first tentative steps.  For some people it comes from desperation.  When we get ourselves in a deep enough mess, sometimes that is enough to allow us to make that leap of faith.  Dr. Richards continues, “We must walk in love.  We must discard our former way of finding safety and happiness and follow His teachings.”  This requires us to do things differently and that can be a challenge.

Truthfully, most of us are not making cognitive choices about our interaction with the world.  We just do what we have always done or what we were taught to do.  This freedom in Jesus requires us to abandon our ways and live according to his ways.  Even if we know the difference rarely do we make contemplative choices.  We live according to reactionary patterns.  It is possible, though, for his ways to become so ingrained in us that they surface without cognitive thought.  In order for that to become our reality, though, we must spend quiet, meditative time with Jesus and with his word.  It is not enough for us to merely read a chapter a day.  That is good and fine but what we are talking about here is that word getting down in your heart.  Whatever is in your heart will come out when faced with a situation.  Many times we do not even have the luxury of thinking about our choices.  Sometimes we just react and those reactions come from whatever we have sown in our hearts.

Truly the freedom that Dr. Richards encourages is from following Jesus wholeheartedly.  As we spend time with Jesus, talking with him and listening to him, and as we observe him through the scriptures we gain a new reality in him.  His ways become our ways and the chains that he came to set us free from fall away.  There is freedom in Jesus.  It is in trusting him and following him.  It is in putting our feet in his footsteps instead of following the ways we have learned in the world.  Knowing Jesus, not knowing about him but knowing him is to know freedom.  Trust him and be free.

2484. Thursday, March 23, 2017

Cross the River

Numbers 32: 5

“If we have found favor in your eyes,” they said, “let this land be given to your servants as our possession.  Do not make us cross the Jordan.”

There are some passages of the Bible that just make you grieve.  This is one of those for me but it is good for us to read it and learn from it.  The background here is that the Israelites were on their journey from Egypt to the promised land.  They were led by Moses.  As the nation of Israel passed through the lands of Jazer and Gilead two of the twelve tribes, seeing that the land was good, petitioned Moses to give them this land rather than making them continue across the Jordan.  Do you know what was across the Jordan?  Yes, the promised land.

Yahweh promised the Israelites a land flowing with milk and honey, a land ordained and set apart for them, the land of promise.  Canaan, the land across the river, held all of that good promise but these two tribes wanted to stop.  They wanted to quit.  They gave up on the promise of God just shy of everything God promised them.  How very tragic.

Why is this story in the Bible?  It is there for our edification.  There is nothing we can do to go back and help those two tribes but in the telling of their story, perhaps they can help us.  How often have we stopped just short of the promise?  Have we gotten tired, lost hope or our will to go on and stopped shy of God’s promise to us?  It is easy to do but our God is a god of hope.   In Him is our hope and the ability to go on.

The key to maintaining the strength to continue is to not rely on our strength or our will.  Our strength is in the Lord and it is His good will to lead us by the hand.  Our labor, our task is to learn to trust Him and to be led by Him.  There are 57 uses of the word “strength” in the Psalms.  In the 28th psalm we find this encouragement, “The Lord is their strength, And He is a saving defense to His anointed” (v. 8).  Too bad the two tribes didn’t have a revelation of this.  We, however, have been given these words in order that we might not lose our strength. We can understand that if we allow God to be our strength, our strong right arm, there is no need for us to get tired and fall short of the prize.  Isaiah 57: 13 reads, “But he who takes refuge in Me shall inherit the land, and shall possess My holy mountain.” 

We have only to take our refuge in the Father and we shall inherit the land and all of the fullness thereof.  So, learn to lean on the Father.  Use His strength and wisdom.  Let Him carry you to the promised land where your life will flow with the proverbial milk and honey.

2485. Friday, March 24, 2017

One Way Road


Numbers 32: 11

NIV

Because they have not followed me wholeheartedly, not one of the men twenty years old or more who came up out of Egypt will see the land I promise on oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

I quoted from Dr. Jim Richard’s book How To Stop the Pain earlier this week.  In that book Richard’s teaches that the way to happiness and a life of security and freedom is in following Jesus wholeheartedly.  I would suggest that advice shows the way to the promised land that our Father has for us.

God is not trying to keep us out of the promise.  He is trying to lead us into receiving all of His good gifts.  Unfortunately, sometimes we quit on Him or do not go in the direction where the provision lies.  I often think of it like the old Pony Express system.  The riders needed to follow a prescribed route because that is where there supplies were stationed.  God has already provided everything we need also but it is on the prearranged path.  God has told us that He has good plans for us (Jeremiah 29: 11) and He has laid out a course and provisioned that route so that we arrive in the promised land on time, nourished and without injury.  We just need to stay on track.

How is that actually accomplished though?  We speak and write a bit figuratively so how does this apply to real life?  I believe there is a practical truth revealed in today’s verse.  Although we are living in different times and in a different situation than the Israelites I believe the truth and the revelation is in following Jesus wholeheartedly.  I also believe there are several layers of truth in that statement.  

First, there are a lot of lukewarm Christians out there.  You know them.  Some of them even attend your church regularly.  Sometimes I fear one of them looks back at me from her home in my mirror.  How do we prevent ourselves from being what I call a “Cultural Christian”?  Somehow our Christianity ought to color our lives.  There ought to be a difference in our lives since Jesus came into it and I do not meant that we attend church every week.  A cultural Christian can do that.  No, this is a heart matter.  There ought to be something changed about us so that Jesus, his current thoughts, his teachings and his example are important to us.  Do we really consider what it means to be under his lordship on a daily basis?  Do we let him affect our thinking and decisions?  Do we talk to him as if he really is our very best friend?  Are we following him wholeheartedly or maybe just halfheartedly?

Second, as I said, this is a heart matter.  Apparently, we are supposed to follow Jesus with our hearts, even our whole hearts.  So, our life in Christ is an internal matter.  It is not for others to determine the commitment of our hearts.  This wholehearted devotion to our professed Lord is not external, in other words, it is not about the things we do.  It is not even mental as in study.  A heart that loves Jesus will certainly show itself in study and actions but they are only the product.  We are meant to have a heart connection with Jesus.  He is supposed to influence our hearts and perhaps we even affect his.  This is not an intellectual relationship, it is not a work relationship.  We are supposed to follow Jesus with our hearts.  For some people this is challenging because we have anesthetized our hearts in a vain attempt not to feel or express emotion.  But we have learned that we will not enter the promised land if we do not follow Jesus wholeheartedly.  This is not because our Father doesn’t want us reaping all the blessings of the promised land.  It is just simple logistics.  The way to the promised land is through Jesus and the way to Jesus is through the heart.  It’s just how it is.  

There is a way.  The way has been marked out for us.  Supplies have been stationed all along the way so that we will always have our needs met.  However, there is only one way whether we like it or not and that is in following Jesus, his ways and his teachings with our whole heart.

2486. Monday, March 27, 2017

The Simple Truth

Proverbs 19:22
What is desirable in a man is his kindness, and it Is better to be a poor man than a liar.

I appreciate when God is very clear about what He wants in and from us and this verse certainly meets that litmus test.  Obviously, there are two parts to this.  First, kindness is a premium value in God’s heart.  We saw from our study of 1 Corinthians 13 that one of God’s characteristics is that He is kind.    He wants us to be people of kindness too.  Maybe He even expects it of us.

Kindness is one of those things which can be demonstrated in many ways.  Often, kindness is found in the small matters.  I think of it as preferring others’ comfort.  Some people seem to have a talent for doing the small things that just make you feel better.  Others of us are going to have to be purposeful about kindness.  Sometimes kindness is found in the way we speak to others and well as the way we behave.  The thing we can do is to ask our Father to teach us about His kindness and then be sensitive to how He leads us.

The second part of this verse really amazes me.  One might expect that this is a message which never need be spoken and yet I am continually amazed at how Christians will bend the truth, avoid the truth, deceive, mislead and even outright lie.  If you looked up the things God hates last week then you know that two of them are liars (Proverb 6: 16 – 19).  With that staring at us, how can we still play around with this.  God tells us it is better to be poor than a liar, this coming from a guy who paves His driveway with gold.  Jesus told us that lies and lying are of the devil (John 8: 44) so we must do whatever is necessary to walk in the truth.  

Do you think it odd that these two ideas are contained in the same sentence?  It is as if God says to us that we cannot accomplish the first directive, to be kind without first abolishing lies from our lives.  And here is a news flash, just in case you didn’t know, many times, most times probably, people know when you are lying to them.  They may not say anything to you (probably because they are exercising kindness) but they know.  Think of that the next time you are tempted to lie.  Just think, “This person is going to know that I am lying to them”.  If that does not help you restrain yourself, then we need to have another discussion and that one will also involve the word kindness.

Because we truly love our Father, we want to please Him.  Well, today’s verse is a prescription for doing just that.  Honor others around you by telling them the truth and being kind.  Remember, you do not have to do it on your own.  Your Dad is happy to help you.

2487. Wednesday, March 29, 2017

Choice Fruit

Galatians 5: 22 – 23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

This is the companion verse for 1 Corinthians 13.  I am not going to go through them one by one like we did for 1 Corinthians 13 because many of them are the same.  These two verses list the personality traits of the Holy Spirit, or the Spirit of God.  These are the characteristics of God’s Spirit, so where the Spirit of God is, you will see this fruit demonstrated.

Compare these traits with what we learned of God’s essence in 1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 7, “Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”  There is that kindness again.  These two passages of scripture describe God.  They are a description of His behavior pattern.

There is another facet of this verse though.  The Holy Spirit has come to live in us.  That means that we can also express these characteristics through our thoughts, words and behaviors.  We are integrated with the Divine Trinity.  They are part of us and we are part of them.  Their characteristics are our characteristics but only as much as we will allow ourselves to be influenced by them.  If we act from our old nature then we have separated ourselves from Christ.  To be in him, though, is to be part of all that he is.  As we allow ourselves that closeness with him, allowing him to influence every part of our lives, we become more like him and express more of his nature.  You have heard it said that you become like who you hang out with so as we hangout more and more with Jesus, we become more and more like him.  

We are being transformed into the very image of Christ.  That transformation yields good fruit.  We let Christ in us show more and more.  We can learn to bury the old self and leave it buried, taking up our new life in Christ.  And, wherever there is Christ, you will find these choice fruits.  Conversely, no fruit – no Christ.  Don’t be misled by what people say.  Instead, check the fruit on their tree.  What is inside of us always makes its way to the outside.

2488. Thursday, March 30, 2017

Creative Genius

Genesis 1: 1

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

There are many ways we relate to God.  First and foremost, He is our Father.  Of course, He is also the creator.  All of creation came out of his love for us and desire to give us a home.  One day we will all live eternally in heaven but we have a temporary home here.

God generously created this planet for us.  It is tailor made for our physiology but also for our spirits.  The marvels and beauty of the earth lift us and even enthrall us at times.  Still, the most amazing and awe inspiring truth of all time is that the God who created this planet considers us His greatest creation.  He made the earth not to be a tremendous work of art that would accrue to His credit but rather that it would be a blessing and a home for His beloved.  The all-powerful creator just wanted to be a parent and He wanted to bless us with an environment that would do more than meet our needs.  It is meant to provide the many joys we gain from its beauty as well as the resources we need to live.  

God, the creator, knew the exact amount of gravity we could tolerate, the kind of atmosphere we need and even the gas mixture of the air we breathe.  He created our bodies and matched a planet to our needs.  He also knew the depth and breadth of our spirits, that simply meeting our physical needs would not satisfy all of who we are.  A mountain stream, or a simple tree gives breath to our spirits and the Father enjoys our awe with us.  He dwells in us and with us and loves seeing through our eyes and through our hearts.

Seeing this earth with all its wonder is a testimony of God’s great love for us.  He crafted a whole planet just for us.  Who has ever dreamed that big?  How big is the blessing of God?  As big as the whole planet!  In truth, I am sure we will find it is as great as the universe.  Perhaps He is making us another planet right now.  Your Father is the creator of the entire universe.  How does it get any better than that?

2489. Friday, March 31, 2017

Present Presence

Habakkuk 2: 20

But the Lord is in His holy temple.  Let all the earth be silent before Him.

This verse brought up a couple of thoughts in me.  First, the further we go in our study of the Bible the more we find the connections throughout it.  The first sentence in this verse screams of the New Covenant and our place in it, or more specifically God’s place in it.  The second sentence reminds me of Psalm 46: 10 which teaches us to “Be still, and know that I am God” (NKJ).  Let’s look at this verse with the insight is shines on these two thoughts.

First, when Habakkuk wrote these words, the temple of God was a building.  Habakkuk was remarking about the presence of the Lord.  “The Lord is here, let us be silent and listen to Him,” he might say.  How much more potent are these words now that we have become the temple of God.  “Don’t you know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” (1 Corinthians 3: 16 GW).  In all of history, in all of time, God has never been more present in the lives of humans than He is right now.  While this is true, it is hard for us to understand or have any tangible application of this truth.  His presence seems remote to us and because we perceive Him as far off, perhaps just sitting on His throne in heaven, we find it difficult to be still and listen to Him.  We have not developed our awareness of His presence.  Therefore, we also lack the awareness that He is speaking to us.  We don’t need a cloud of His presence going before us day and night because He is in us at all times.  We just need to learn how to tap into that which is already true.

The interesting fact about developing the awareness of God with you at all times is to first accept the veracity of these verses that tell us that we are His temple and that He abides with us and in us.  Once you do, you begin to look with more enlightened eyes.  Just knowing He is there makes us more attentive.  Think of it like this.  If you have a houseguest and you think you hear a voice, aren’t you more likely to perk up your ears because you think your guest may have just spoken to you?  When we think of God as far off, then the voice that keeps speaking to us is easily ignored.

Likewise, if you accept that God is speaking to you or wants to, doesn’t the imperative to be still and silent so that you can hear become more sensible?  If I told you that tomorrow at 2:00 PM, God is going to speak to you, and you believe me, would that affect what you do at 2:00?  Of course it would.  If you believe that He is here with us and that He wants to speak specifically to you, I think you would attempt to accommodate hearing.

Well, I am telling you that if you want God to speak to you at 2:00 tomorrow, then He will.  Would you rather have a 3:00 appointment?  The calendar is open.  You can have anytime you want.  He will be there.  Will you show up?
2490. Monday, April 3, 2017

Best Friends

John 15: 13

NIV
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

Jesus demonstrated true friendship.  He also defined friendship in some meaningful ways.  Proverb 18: 24 says, “there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”  Surely, Jesus has modeled this kind of friendship for us and, he has become this kind of friend to us.  In truth, isn’t he just the best friend you have ever had?

This verse certainly brings joy and a sense of celebration to the heart but I feel snagged by it also.  If a real friend is one who would lay down one’s life for a friend, then it stands to reason that we would lay down a great many other things, as well, for our friends.  The most costly of these is that I may have to lay aside my agenda, my wishes and my time for my friends.  

We live in an age where we are all so busy that, really, we don’t have much time for our friends.  We end up with virtual friends instead of real friends.  I even wonder if the word “friend” means what it used to.  Perhaps most of our friends are really acquaintances.  I remember, as a child, my parents having friends over to play cards.  Sometimes we went over to other friends of theirs and sat and sang songs all evening.  We also took weekends to go visit relatives.  We don’t do many of those things today.  If, as the God’s Word translation says, “The greatest love you can show is to give your life for your friends” how do we demonstrate our love and affection for anyone?  Or have we stopped caring altogether?  Our heartstrings are pulled by the affliction of people who suffer around the world, we give money to groups who rescue abused and neglected animals but where is the real devotion in personal relationships?  Are we only dedicated to those whom we can keep at arm’s length.  Are my very best friends those on Facebook whom I never see and haven’t seen in years?  Or like one person I know, who never intends or desires to see her Facebook friends in person, are many of us learning to isolate ourselves living as islands of one or two?  What does it even mean anymore to have “meaningful” relationships?  Do you sometimes wonder who would care if you dropped dead?

I think of the people who followed Jesus.  They truly loved him.  He loved them with all that he had.  He loves you and I with all that he ever was and willingly sacrificed his life so that we could be best friends.  Are we treating him as a long-distance relationship?  What would it be like, how would it feel to treat him as an intimate friend?  And what is a friend anyway?  He showed us ultimate friendship in laying down his life for us, but what shall I now do, how shall I express my love for him?  How does a real, true friendship with Jesus demonstrate itself?  And is my relationship with him based solely on what he does for me?  What can I do for him or any friend?  Perhaps it is not about what you do though.  Maybe it is just about being with them.

There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.  Jesus is one.  Is there another?
2491. Tuesday, April 4, 2017

My Friends

John 15: 14

You are My friends if you do what I command you.

Jesus defined very clearly what he expects of his friends.  He said that he no longer calls us servants but rather friends (John 15: 15).  I do not have all the answers for yesterday’s questions but Jesus has answered one for us.  His friends do as he says.  What does that mean though?

At a minimum it means that we do everything in red type.  If we do that, I believe we are doing well.  The reality, though, is that everything in the Bible is him since he is the w

Word.  I think we read the Bible and have good intentions.  We embrace with our minds, with our intellect the things we see of Jesus in the Bible.  It is quite a different thing, though, to actually live by his words.  This is what his friends do however.  This is the defining difference between slaves and friends but significantly, this “doing” must come from our hearts.  If it becomes a “work” i.e. something we must do for Jesus to love us, then we have jumped tracks and are headed on a different course all together.

Loving Jesus manifests in wanting to hear his words, read his words and ultimately do his words.   Think about the person you love.  Remember when you first met.  You hung on every word; you did what they wanted to do just because.  Friends seem to just like hanging out together.  You like hearing their thoughts and they enjoy hearing yours.  You share your lives.  Would it really be a friendship if your only contact was reading stories about them?  

Jesus wants our lives to become integrated with his.  He wants us to keep him commands to us because they will lead us into success and happiness.  We are going to need to change some of our thinking though.  Our minds can be transformed though and that comes through the Word.  If we will meditate on Jesus’ words, we will see the way.  We will want to go the way Jesus points because it is a good path.  Friends are not at odds with each other, they are headed on the same path in the same direction.

Jesus’ friends draw close to him and follow him in his ways.  He is calling to you.  “Come to me, come with me,” he says.  He wants to be with you.  Draw closer to him today.  Call him “friend.”

2492. Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Sun and Moon

Isaiah 60: 20

Your sun will set no more, neither will your moon wane; for you will have the Lord for an everlasting light, and the days of your mourning will be finished.

The time of Isaiah’s ministry is placed circa 740 – 700 B.C. (Halley’s Bible Handbook, 2000, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, p.366).  So, the question I have is, “When is the time Isaiah wrote about in today’s verse?”  John 12: 46 records Jesus saying, “I am the light that has come into the world so that everyone who believes in me will not live in the dark.”  When one takes these two verses together it is not difficult to conclude that Jesus is the one of whom Isaiah wrote.  Jesus is the everlasting light.

If we buy into that logic then we are heirs to some other logical conclusions.  Isaiah said that because Jesus, the Lord, is the everlasting light, we will have no more darkness.  That is what Jesus said too, isn’t it?  Our sun will set no more nor our moon wane.  In other words, there is never a moment in which you do not have light.  Consider for a moment, if the sun never sets and the moon never wanes then we have the greater and the lesser light at all times.  Now what does that make you think of?  I believe this should say to our hearts that the Father, who is represented by the sun, is always with us shining his light into our lives.  Likewise, Jesus, represented by the moon never fades.  He is always the full moon, the full light of our lives.  His saving grace is constant, continual.  He is ever shining his loving grace and the light of life on us.  Every minute of every days is bathed in the warm glow of the Father and the Son.

As if that wasn’t enough blessing for one day, Isaiah went on to reveal that the our days of mourning are ended.  We live now in perpetual glory.  The glory of God, the goodness of God has been sown in our hearts and it radiates the joy of the Lord into every fiber of our being.  

The joy of the Lord is yours and darkness is no more.  That is some pretty great news.  Thank you, Isaiah!

2493. Tuesday, April 11, 2017


Living Bread
John 6: 51

I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever, and the bread also which I shall give for the life of the world is My flesh.

It’s easy enough to accept this verse at face value.  If someone says to us that Jesus is the bread of life we easily agree with them.  What, though, does this verse really mean?  Jesus said we are to eat this bread.  If we do, we shall live forever.  Okay, sign me up but how, does one eat this bread?

Here is another question.  Does this verse speak about consuming the Word or about communion?  Better still, is there something else we are missing entirely?  How do you imagine we are supposed to ingest this living bread, the bread of life, as it were?  Go a step further and ask, how are we supposed to consume Jesus.  That almost sounds disgusting, doesn’t it? 

The truth of the matter is that He lost some people over this teaching which is kind of interesting.  He had just told them how to have eternal life and they fell away.  He even asked the twelve if they were going to leave also.  As you know, they stayed with Jesus but this teaching was so strong and so difficult that many people stopped following Jesus.  I guess we have the same problem today though.  When the message gets tough the weak just leave.

It is a simple thing for us to say that in order to be saved, in order to gain eternal life we must partake of Jesus.  The more difficult part is in figuring out what that means in practice.  I am going to leave this for you to decide for yourself.  Obviously, this was not some platitude that Jesus offered.  Had it been a shallow, non-substantive message, people would not have left him.  So, there has to be something deep and strong about this, probably something which requires something of us.  In any event, there is no life without Jesus, no life without eating the bread from heaven.

2494. Wednesday, April 12, 2017

Lean on Me

Isaiah 41: 12

You will seek those who quarrel with you, but will not find them, those who war with you will be as nothing, and non-existent.  For I am the Lord your God, who upholds your right hand, who says to you, “Do not fear, I will help you.”

How can you not love the book of Isaiah?  There is so much encouragement in this book.  In fact, if you haven’t read the entire 41st chapter recently, I strongly recommend it.  It will lift your spirits.  

One of the things I know about each of you is that there is some sort of challenge pressing on you right now.  If you sit and talk with a person for even a few minutes you will often discover some area of their life which needs God’s blessed touch.  Therefore, when you read this verse I want you to read the first sentence in a particular way. Do not focus only on people who quarrel with you or who are thorns in your flesh.  Think also of the situations in your life right now that are trying.  Your Father is every bit as cognizant of the situation as He is of the people who are bothersome.

Now, hear Him saying about that situation that He will help you.  “Do not fear,” He says, because He is right there in that circumstance with you.  Those challenges will be as nothing and non-existent because He is the Lord; He is your God.  It is He who holds up your hand when you are too weary or even just because you are smart enough to use His strength instead of your own.  Do not fear because He is going to help you with this.  You are not alone.  He is right beside your right now and He will not leave you.  Lean on Him.

2495. Thursday, April 13, 2017

Relieved

Psalm 81: 6 & 10

I relieved his shoulder of the burden, his hands were freed from the basket.  I, the Lord, am your God, who brought you up from the land of Egypt; open your mouth wide and I will fill it.

I am always amused by people who say that the Old Testament does not speak to us today.  Today’s verse is modern day theology.  It is Jesus’ message about the Holy Spirit.  This is the place, spiritually speaking, where we are all supposed to live.  

God has relieved us from the labor of work.  Am I saying that we no longer set our hands to the plow?  No.  What God is revealing is that He is the labor behind the work.  He supplies the wisdom and the power.  We are to abide in Him and rest in Him while He provides for us.  Hebrews 4: 11 says, “Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.”  The King James version says that our labor is in entering into this rest.  In other words, our job is to enter into the rest of God.  We are to be diligent in our pursuit of a Sabbath relationship with the Father and Sabbath, by the way, is every day.  Our labor, our task is to abide in Jesus every moment of every day.  That is sometimes a challenge and that is why it requires diligence.  It is quite easy for us to become stimulated by some “emergency” or even some “to do” and begin to operate in our own strength and wisdom.  The calling upon our lives is to learn to let go of our ways and our strength and embrace Jesus’ ways and the strength of God.  Our challenge is to live in His abiding grace where He does all the heavy lifting.  This is the challenge of the New Covenant.  Endeavor, labor even, to live in Jesus’ peace while the Holy Spirit provides the power.

Jesus said, “The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things” (John 14: 26).    He also promised us that the Holy Spirit will guide us in all truth (John 16: 13).  So, the strength, power and wisdom are in the Divine Trinity.  God has taken the kneading bowl from our hands and put it into the hands of the Holy Spirit.  Our part is to abide in Him and allow Him to abide in us.  We take the time to quiet ourselves down and listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit and follow him.  It is harder than it sounds because we learned to do everything in our power: by our education, personality, charm, hard-work and all of the other worldly methods.  God is trying to redeem us from all of that though.  Just like a relief pitcher in the 9th inning, God has sent the Holy Spirit to win all of your games for you.  Let’s be diligent to enter God’s rest and the peace Jesus left for us while the Holy Spirit does his job.
2496. Friday, April 14, 2017


More Power Please


Psalm 68: 35

O God, You are awesome from Your sanctuary. The God of Israel Himself gives strength and power to the people. Blessed be God!

You are getting a lot of Psalms and Isaiah this week because these two books, along with the Proverbs, are where I go for strength and encouragement.  The Psalms are a good place for you to look for our Father in a time of need.  

I need strength and power so I journeyed into the Psalms to find a promise I can hang my hat on.  I have taken on a Bicycle ride that is a bit of  a challenge but like every aspect of my life, I expect Dad to be a full partner for this ride.  I need Him to supply the strength and power and I will supply the legs.  That sort of ends my commitment. Just like in my work, He has to do all of the hard work.  This is an arrangement that is working very well for me and is what He wants my role to be.  I know because I asked Him.  I felt a bit guilty that I was expecting Him to supply all the strength and all of the power but He told me that is where He wants me.  He wants me to rely on Him to provide for my every need.  Wow!

I have three BIG guys.  Why would I want to do the hard labor.  That just does not make sense.  Father, Son and Holy Spirit have this covered.  And, oh yeah, my part?  Well, that was praying about it before I committed myself.  If Dad said, “No,” then I wouldn’t be doing this.

This applies in every single area of life.  When things present themselves, before we say, “yes” we can go to the Father and ask Him.  He manages the resources which include our time and energy.  He also knows which things move us forward and which will set us back.  We are such rugged individualists that we often forge ahead.  “Damn the torpedoes.  Full engines ahead.”  Well, I am beginning to think that individualism may be at the root of a great many of our social, familial and even personal problems.  In fact, I am beginning to wonder if it is sin.  Regardless, your Father is here to carry the heavy load for you.  He has all strength and all power.  He is all we need.

Hey, remember to scratch out the name Israel and write in your own.  That is your proper standing in this New Covenant.

2497. Monday, April 17, 2017

Knowing Truth

John 8: 32

You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.

Jesus came to set us free and it is the truth which will set us free but it is not any old generic truth.  First, it is in knowing that Jesus is the truth (John 14: 6).   The second but equally important part of the equation is that it is the truth that you know which will set you free.  

“It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5: 1).  You see, when we are embracing the truth, then we are subjecting ourselves to slavery.  It is true.  We fall victim to events in our past, lies we have believed, daily challenges, bad habits and on and on.  We find it very difficult, if not impossible to rise above these situation which do, in fact, keep us bound to a life that is less than the abundant life that Jesus came to give us.  We find ourselves repeatedly, falling short of our goals and dreams with few explanations.  The ultimate reason are purposes are repeatedly frustrated is that there is a truth which we have yet to lay hold of but the great news of Jesus, our beloved Messiah, is that in him is that very truth which we need in order to experience the breakthrough which will catapult us into everything he died to give us.

You will know the truth and when you do know and, importantly, embrace the truth you shall be set free.  Sometimes, though, it is quite challenging for us to embrace that truth.  We have been living with the lies so long that while they keep us bound, at least they are the known factor.  We have grown accustomed to them.  Facing the truth can be scary.  My friend, Pat Richards, who is the chief Heart Physics coach at Impact Ministries (www.impactministries.com) calls this resistance.  It doesn’t mean that we are not sincere in our pursuit of truth.  It is just the case that as we close in on it, there is resistance in our hearts to hearing the whole truth.  It’s frightening.  So, we run away.  We shield ourselves from the potential discomfort of facing the bare truth.

Honestly, the fear is much greater than the reality.  I am sure you know people who have never had the courage to face their realities.  I find this sad because I know that what we fear is much smaller and less painful than what we make it out to be.  The fear of the truth is more painful than the truth.  When we finally take that courageous leap into truth the response is always the same, “Hey, that wasn’t as bad as I expected.”  Being trapped in the past, in our injuries or any of the myriad of circumstances which hold us back is much more painful.

Jesus wants us all to be free.  When you sense that fear of moving forward, when your reaction to a situation is strong, or when you keep going around the same old mountain time and time again, then that is excellent evidence that you are encountering resistance to the metamorphic truth that Jesus is attempting to reveal to you.  Trust me in this, he is gentle and his yoke is light.  If you will invest all of your trust in him, he will, with nurturing grace, lead you into truth.  Only knowing the truth as it applies to you can set you free.  The revelation of truth about someone else’s situation might inform you, even enlighten you but it will not set you free.  It’s Jesus in you, in your life, in every one of your situations that frees.  It is the truth about what binds and conflicts you that will break that shackles off your life.

Trust our Lord.  Go into that quiet space with him and allow him to show you all truth.  Allow him to nurture you into wholeness and peace.  There is so much he has for you, so much he longs to do for you and with you.  It is all there.  Don’t let any of it pass you by.  The resistance is a sign.  Let it lead you into a peaceful and safe yet revelation filled time with the Lord.
2498. Tuesday, April 18, 2017

Straight Paths

Proverb 3: 6

In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.

Jesus defined the relationship he expected us to have with him.  He expected it to be a love relationship between friends.  He also expected that relationship to show itself in the way we approach our lives.  In John 15: 14 Jesus is recorded saying, “You are My friends if you do what I command you.”  In John 14: 21 he said, “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me.”  This relationship with our friend yields a particular behavior.  That is that we do what he has commanded us.  

Now, what does all of this have to do with today’s verse?  Fair question.  Jesus is the Word, the whole Word.  That includes everything that was written in the Old Testament.  God wrote the proverbs by inspiring Solomon with the words to write.  Therefore, today’s verse is one of those commands that Jesus wants us to live by.  

While this is a very familiar scripture I wonder if we know how to apply it or even that we should.  Jesus expects us to live his word and today’s verse is one of the ways we accomplish that.  Jesus intends that in everything we do, whether work, family or play that we stop and ask his advice.  As we make our plans or weigh our options we are supposed to check in with our Father asking Him to direct our path.  That means at work He is the senior partner.  If you own a business, get used to the idea that you have  someone above you that you are supposed to consult before you act.  

He isn’t trying to be a controlling presence.  He wants to direct your steps so as to lead you into success.  His ways always cause us to flourish.  He published today’s verse so we would know how to operate in this world.  He is showing u the way.  Whatever you need to do today, do it with the Lord.  Talk with him all day and let him guide you.  

2499. Wednesday, April 19, 2017


Banner of Love

Song of Solomon 2: 4 

He has brought me to his banquet hall, and his banner over me is love.

Have you ever read the Song of Solomon?  Would you believe that in the 2500 Word of the Day devotionals I have written, this is the first time I have chosen a passage from this book?   Do you wonder why this is the first time?  Me too!  Well, frankly, it is a little bit of an awkward book.  If you have read it you might have felt the same way.  The book is a very intimate dialogue between two lovers.  As you read it you may feel that you are violating the lovers’ privacy.  I think there may be an additional and deeper reason this book disquiets some of us.  As I said, it is very intimate and many of us are uncomfortable with intimacy.   Ultimately, this underlies a hindrance we have in developing our relationship with the Father.

Let’s go one step further.  Why do you suppose this book is in the Bible?  Why did Father choose to include it?  This book is a love letter from the Father to you, from Jesus to his bride.  It is an expression of God’s deep, deep affection for you.  Knowing that may make the book harder to read instead of easier.  All of the expressions of adoration, affection and longing are the Father’s feelings towards you.  He sees you as beautiful and flawless.  Sometimes I wonder why He loves us so but reading this book moves you beyond denial.  

As I said, many of us are uncomfortable with such outspoken endearments.  We are challenged by such intimacy.   It embarrasses us.  Because intimate thoughts, feelings and expressions are awkward for us, we find it very arduous to allow our heavenly Father to express the intensity of his devotion to us.  Subsequently, we never really develop a true love relationship with Him.  Most of us just walk in some sort of religious construct with Him.  We are lost somewhere between God and Father.  We know He is more than a far removed deity and thus we move our thoughts towards relating to Him in a more personal manner.  However, most of us cannot reach into our hearts and receive the relationship He has designed for us.  We labor  to believe we are worthy of His love and so we stretch our minds to a picture of us in a close, personal relationship with Him.  We reach longingly but reluctantly for the love our hearts crave.  Here is where we enter into limbo.  We are caught between service to our God and loving our intimate friend.  Should we dare engage with this book of Solomon then we are forced to see ourselves so beloved that we shy away like a spooked horse.

In July of 2005, Yahweh interrupted my life with what I call a prophetic dream.  This dream was clearly the Father speaking to me.  I now find it interesting to note  the topic of this dream.  If God is going to completely arrest your life for a day what would you expect Him to want to show you or talk with you about.  I would think perhaps His plan for our lives or a new calling on your life.  Interestingly, He used that whole dream, which was pages long when I wrote it out, to show me how I resist intimacy with Him.  All I wanted to do was serve Him but He wanted to bless and honor me.  In the dream, I couldn’t and wouldn’t let Him.  He commandeered my sleep to communicate with me because I could not hear Him in my waking life.  This message was so important to Him that He insinuated Himself into my dream so we could connect on a level which I was consistently foreclosing to Him.  Now He wants to speak to you.

He has brought you to His banquet hall so He can honor you.  The sign hanging above the head table has your name on it and the message is love.  You have been designated as the one He loves.  What will you do with His outpouring of affection?  What will you say in return?  Will you receive the adoration from His heart?  I hope so.

2500. Thursday, April 20, 2017

Inhale

Isaiah 7: 14

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.

Immanuel, or Emmanuel, the name means God is with us.  Right now, as you read these words, God is with you.  There is a superficial understanding of this and then there is the revelation of God with you.

Most of us accept readily the name given to Jesus and its meaning which is repeated in Matthew and revealed in John.  We know that Jesus came to earth and showed himself as God with humanity.  I am not here to bring you this “general” understanding, though.  The purpose of writing this daily devotional is to continually encourage you into a deeper relationship with this God.  I want you to receive the revelation of this scripture and the name Immanuel as a personal message to you from God.  

Immanuel – God with YOU!  When you read the book of John you see God’s intent to be with us every minute of every day.  He talks about abiding.  What does that mean?  He wants to move in.  Wow!  Right now, even as you read this, your Father is right there with you.  He is so close that He hears you breathe.  

God sent His son, Immanuel – God with us, so that forever and ever He could be with us.  Jesus bought that for Him and for us.  I love thinking of Him as being in my breath.  He is that close.  Inhale!  God is with you.
2501. Friday, April 21, 2017


Believer Receiver
Mark 11: 24
Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you.

This verse really struck me this week.  Like you, I have heard it and read it many times.  Still, something was louder this time.  I believe Jesus is trying to show something important.

Have you ever noticed that some people are better at getting their Christianity to work for the than others?  This has bothered me for years.  We all pray, right?  So what makes some people different.  I suspect the answer is in this verse.  Listen to how it reads from the God’s Word translation, “That’s why I tell you to have faith that you have already received whatever you pray for, and it will be yours.”  Jesus tells us to believe before we receive.  Okay, I guess we have heard that before but that isn’t exactly what this says, is it?  Jesus said as you pray, believe that you have ALREADY received that for which you are praying.  What?  If I have already received it, why am I praying for it?

If we can wrap our heads around this and the truth of it sink down into our hearts, I believe we will have the key to unlocking many mysteries in our lives.  Hasn’t Jesus already won everything for us: salvation, redemption, etcetera?  So, if he has already purchased my salvation then why did I need to pray for it?  Has not the Father already provided everything we need?  Then why are some of us under provisioned?  It seems we have failed to requisition the supplies which have already been put up for us.  We ask for them not believing that He has already accommodated our wants and needs. 

It turns out that receiving is an action.  In order for these things to move from the warehouse to your house, you have to do something.  That “something” is this act of receiving.  Apparently, receiving does not mean laying on the couch while manna rains down out of heaven on us. Drats!  We are required to actively participate in the delivery of the supplies.  

Perhaps we need to picture a warehouse with our name emblazoned on the outside.  Within the warehouse which sports your name is everything Jesus suffered and died to give you.  Also upon the shelves is the substance of every promise God has ever made.  That is not all, though.  As you walk down the aisles you see that the warehouse is stocked with everything for life.  There are cars, houses, clothes, food, and computers.  In fact, everything you can even think of is in that warehouse somewhere and it is already yours – if you believe it.  If you believe that God has already provide, already stocked a warehouse for you then you need only to order it to be sent to you.  If we pray believing  not that God is going to do something for us but rather that He already has, does it change our experience?

Jesus’ statement is pretty bold.  It also has a problem in that it does not fit into our theology but what if he said exactly what he meant?  What if we must believe we already have it when we pray?  It changes our prayer and our attitude doesn’t it?  This represents part of the reason we are called believers.  Belief is a key component of the warehouse distribution system.  You can have what you believe for so, what do you believe?
2502. Monday, April 24, 2017

Mighty God

Isaiah 49: 26

And I will feed your oppressors with the own flesh, and they will become drunk with their own blood as with sweet wine; and all flesh will know that I, the Lord, am your Savior, and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

God ain’t foolin’ around!  Here is the question, which side of this verse do you want to be on.  Are you the one to whom the Lord is speaking or are you the oppressor to whom He will feed their own flesh?  This is some strong language and God meant for it to be so.  He is upholding His beloved.  However, might it be that even some of those who attack you are the so called “chosen?”  If we are set upon by other Christians, where does God draw the line?

As you  sow, so shall you reap.  We get to choose which side of this verse we stand on.  If we attack our brethren, if we criticize and disparage them, then we have taken on the name “oppressor” and great will be our agony.  Do not think that because we are Christians we are exempt from the fruit of our labor or of our mouths.  We are not.  That is why Jesus emphasized the Parable of the Sower saying that if one cannot understand this principle then he will not understand any of the parables (Mark 4: 13).  Whatever you sow, you will reap.  God has given us this principle for our good so that we can plant good seed and harvest a great crop.  However, the principle of the seed works whether the seed is good or bad.  If you sow discord, you will reap a harvest of that seed and it is probably a crop you do not want.  

We are a torn and broken people but God can heal us and heal our land.  He will stand for those who stand for Him, His Word and His ways.  He will show Himself on behalf of those who call on His name.  He will defend His own.  All flesh, or all people, will be able to see for themselves who is truly of the household of faith.  If you have been attacked, fear not.  God is going to show out so profoundly on your behalf that all will see and know that Jehovah God is your Lord, Savior and Redeemer.  Those who have gossiped about you will be as nothing and shall fade.  

If you have been guilty of unkind words or bad acts against your Christian siblings, there is forgiveness for that.  Jesus is the way.  Repent.  Put yourself under the cleansing blood of Jesus.  Turn and go a new way, the way of rightness.  The Mighty One of Jacob shall receive you into His arms.  
2503. Tuesday, April 25, 2017

To the Sky

Mark 10: 27

Looking at them, Jesus said, “With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.”

Do you believe this statement?  I know Jesus spoke this but do we really believe it?  It is hard to believe, is it not?  But then, Jesus takes us out of our comfort zone every time he speaks.  Of course, he did remarkable things so maybe his performance has something to do with his belief system.  Perhaps, he believed that all things are possible with God so he changed water to wine, walked on water, translated from one place to another and healed everyone who went to him.  Does any of this answer the questions for us though,  I mean, afterall, he is Jesus.

The problem with that justification is Matthew 17: 20 which reads, “And He said to them, ‘Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.’”  Nothing is impossible to us, according to Jesus but then, what does he know?  Maybe he only spoke metaphorically.  In other words, he didn’t really mean this.  Of course  Mark 9: 23 stands in the way of that logic as well, “All things are possible to him who believes.”  Now we are back to that belief thing again.  And in Luke 1: 37 Jesus is recorded saying, “For nothing will be impossible with God.”  Not to God, but with God.

I am forced to some conclusions.  First, I don’t think Jesus wasted his breath saying things that are not true because: 1) he is the truth and 2) he knew his time was short.  Yes, he spoke in parables but that is not the same as speaking metaphorically.  I think accusing him of poetic rather than illustrative speech is just a way for me to justify my failures and lack of belief.  If, however, I wish to rise from the ashes like a phoenix and stand on the high ground my Father promised me, then I think I must come to grips with this language in its truest and most literal form.  

Second, in none of these verses is my doing of the impossible a solo act.  It is our belief in and faith in God along with doing everything “with” God which empowers the supernatural so that all things become possible.  Jesus didn’t do anything in his own might either (John 14: 10).  He believed in and relied in the might of the Father.

Third, I must conclude and accept that Jesus consistently spoke about us doing these acts.  Not only that, but Jesus gave us this very problematic verse in John 14: 12, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do.”  Though we cannot do them in our own might, we must also recognize that he talks about us doing the impossible just as he did, well, even greater really.  My point is that none of these verses describes a scenario wherein we pray and God manifests and does whatever needs doing.  It seems, in fact, it is quite the other way around.  God empowers us to part the sea, heal the sick, and do all the other “impossible” things which each day presents to us.

As for me, I choose to believe that Jesus meant exactly what he said.  Am I performing impossible tasks everyday?  No, but I am reaching a great deal higher than I would if I did not believe Jesus, the Holy Spirit and my Father are capable of carrying me to mountain tops.  Come with me.  Let’s explore the boundaries.  How far can we go if we believe?

2504. Wednesday, April 26, 2017


Heart’s Desires

Psalm 37: 4
Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the desires of your heart.
You have perhaps heard this verse quoted before.  It is on my heart today so I took a closer look at it.  I truly believe that our Father wants to give us the desires of our hearts and He seems to hover over us just waiting for an opportunity to pour into our lives.  As I look at this verse today I find such a bond and closeness with the Lord that I want to bring you in to this warm glow with me.

First, let me share some other versions with you.  as you know, I quote from the New American Standard Version unless otherwise noted.  It is my favorite version but I read from many different versions, especially when I do verse or word studies because they shine the light from a little different perspective and can illuminate a subtle meaning.  Today’s verse is a good case in point.  The NASB leaves us wondering just a bit, doesn’t it?  What does it mean to “Delight yourself in the Lord?”  I bet most of us read that as, “Be pleasing to the Lord” or “Be good” and he will give your heart desires.  The NIV clarifies this delight we are to know, “Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.”  Isn’t that great?  We are not being told to be on our best behavior and then Father will give us presents at all.  We are being led to let our hearts take joy in our Father.  That is a whole different perspective.  I love where the God’s Word translation takes us, “Be happy with the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.”  Are you getting this?  This verse isn’t about our righteousness and good works at all.  It is all about enjoying our Father and being happy with Him and in Him.  

Your joy in Him just releases the bounty.  If you are a grand-parent you know exactly what I am talking about.  You want to do for those you love and you want to give them all kinds of things but sometimes they just won’t let you.  Your Heavenly Father is that way too.  He wants you to open up and let Him in and He is bringing gifts with Him.  Yahoo!  I don’t mind telling you.  I like getting gifts.  I like opening packages but in addition to all kinds of material and worldly things, our Father also brings all those intangibles with Him and we like those too, don’t we?  He has healing and peace in His hands just to name two.  So, tell Him what you want and then invite Him to the party.  Enjoy His presence.  Take delight in Him.  That is really the greatest gift ever.
2505. Thursday, April 27, 2017

Higher

2 Samuel 22: 34

“He makes my feet like hinds’ feet, and sets me on my high places.”

I have always liked this verse.  It reminds me of a book someone gave me when I was a teenager, Hinds Feet on High Places by Hannah Hurnard.  I am not sure I ever understood this verse though.  This morning the words, “He makes my feet like hind’s feet” came to my mind and then I thought, “Why?  Why does He make our feet like the feet of a hind?”

A hind is a female deer normally referring to the red deer.  They live often in mountainous areas and are known for their ability to navigate the high terrain.  They are able to move over the rocks with speed and grace.  Watching them move, you wouldn’t even guess that the way is rough.

That really speaks to why God gives us hind’s feet.  The answer that came to my mind this morning as I contemplated the analogy was that we are meant to live on the high places.  Of course, the second part of the verse clearly indicates that Father sets us on the high ground.  One insight that comes to me is that this is another example of how the Father equips us.  No matter where He puts us, He always equips us with what we need I order to make the journey smooth.

The Bible uses this language in three places: today’s verse of course (2 Samuel 22: 34), Psalm 18: 33 and Habakkuk 3: 19.  I appreciate a further insight we glean from Habakkuk, “The Lord God is my strength, and He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, and makes me walk on my high places.”  The addition of the admission that the Lord God is our strength gives us confidence that we can, in fact, scale the heights.  He sets us on high but not on our own.  He empowers us, gives us strength and sure footing.  He leads our steps so that we do not slip.  Whatever He calls us to do, we can do as long as we are with Him.  All things are possible with God (Mark 10: 27) though I do not like my chances very much without Him.

I believe our Father wants to lead us to mountaintops.  I think He wants us to enjoy the view from the top.  I cannot arrive there on my own though.  Even if we could manage to get to the top, would we find the footing too difficult to maintain our position with ease?  Knowing, however, that Father will set us on the top of the hill and give us feet purposely made for traversing that terrain takes the worry and concern from us.  Our job is to enter into His rest, to live in Him.  The rest, He takes care of.  So, today, ponder what God the Father is saying to you through this verse.  What does He want your heart to hear?  I think He wants to take you higher.
2506. Friday, April 28, 2017


Precarious Steps

Psalm 37: 23 – 24

The steps of a man are established by the Lord; and He delights in his way.  When he falls, he shall not be hurled headlong; because the Lord is the One who holds his hand.

After yesterday’s Word on God giving us hind’s feet for the high places this passage seemed appropriate.  I watched a video today of a guy riding down a treacherous path on his bike.  It was awe inspiring.  There were sections where I thought to myself, “That would be hard to hike much less traverse on a bike.”  Of course it didn’t help that the bike rider was at the top of a mountain and that the trail was perched precariously on the outside edge.  I could glimpse a river every now and again and it was thousands of feet below the trail.  Whew!

How nice is it that when we feel like we are on a path like that or that we must navigate some hazardous  ground that we not only have hind’s feet but we also have our heavenly Father right beside us holding our hands.  Can you see Him beside you in your mind’s eye?  Can you see Him holding your hand?

I am thinking about the first time we rode a bike.  Many of us had someone running along beside us helping us to stay upright.  If I picture myself on my bike I can turn to the side and see the Father holding me up.  You know, sometimes I need that.  How about you?  What are you doing now (besides reading this)?  Are you at work?  Are you about to go to your workout?  Whatever is next on your schedule, Father God would love to do it with you.  If you will let Him establish your steps, guide your way, I am sure that all will be better and easier.  

Just think about riding your bike down that very challenging trail, it is the Portal trail in Moab, Utah, by the way.  Wouldn’t you want Father establishing your steps, perhaps steering too?  this is a perfect metaphor for life.  If you can see yourself on a challenging hike or picking your way down the Portal Trail and imagine our Father coaching you with every step then you have the picture of what your life can be, should be.  He will help you to not put a foot wrong.  He will catch you if you fall.  You will not be hurled headlong and brother that is good news in life and on the Portal Trail.

Look up the trail.  Watch the video.  It is on the Ivey Ministries Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/IveyMinistries/). You will likely conclude that it is challenging, but then, so is life.
2507. Monday, May 1, 2017


Saved from Wrath

1 Thessalonians 5: 9
For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

It surprises me that there is still confusion over God’s feelings towards us.  Even people who have John 3: 16 memorized still talk about God’s wrath and about how He is going to pour out His wrath upon us.  Well, this verse would seem to lay aside that perspective in favor of a God who loves us and intended to save us, even to save us from Wrath.

God is love (1 John 4: 8) and everything He does is from the vantage of love.  Our crimes demanded punishment but because He wanted to spare us from our just due, He sent Jesus to take all of the punishment, all of the wrath upon himself.  We have been pardoned.  The jail cell doors are thrown open wide.  We are free.  We are excused from the prison cell and invited into the throne room.  God saved us from the sentence levied against us by condemning Jesus.  Therefore, we are no longer destined to or for wrath but rather our destinies are salvation, love, hope and peace through the grace of our Father and the triumph of Jesus’ sacrifice.

Love is in the house.  Love demands kindness, not wrath.  Love demands gentleness.  Let’s get a revelation of our Father.  He is gentle and kind, not angry.  Any anger He had, He poured out on Jesus.  Sometimes I think we do “Him” a disfavor by attributing the male pronoun to Him because the Bible reveals that He is male and female.  Were we able to comprehend Him in His fullness, I think it would be easier for us to attribute His nurturing nature to His every thought and gesture.  He is the strong warrior who protects us from the storm but He is every bit the tender soul who cuddles us in warmth and affection.  He is the most emotionally expressive person you will ever meet.  In fact, He is so effusive with His declarations of love that He will embarrass you.   

You were not destined to endure anger or wrath.  You were and are destined for greatness in Christ Jesus through the love and salvation bought for you at the cross and in truth, at the dawning of time.  You are destined to sit on your heavenly parent’s knee and receive comfort and the outpouring of incomprehensible love.  Receive love and abandon fear of wrath.  Receive the fullness of Salvation.
2508. Tuesday, May 2, 2018


Prayer Cramp

 Mark 9:24 

Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do believe; help my unbelief.”

I was praying today for someone when I felt the smallest twinge as the words came out of my mouth.  What I prayed is promised in the scriptures so why that little twinge?  I stopped right then and asked our Father about it.  Although I completely believed in my mind what I was praying and could quote chapter and verse where God promised it, my heart was unconvinced.  That is when this verse came to my mind.  “Help me in my unbelief Jesus!”

We all have areas where we believe the Word with our minds but our hearts still suffer little twinges of doubt.  No worries.  First, be sensitive enough to what is going on in your heart that you sense those hiccups.  Second, we have a helper.  We do not have to help ourselves and in truth, I don’t believe we can.  The Holy Spirit can certainly work within us, though, to minister those truths to us at a level that we can accept.  He leads us into real belief, the kind that cannot be upset.

As I prayed, the Lord convinced me that what I was praying was not only achievable but that it was the least He wants to do.  He showed me that the promise is within the parameters of what we can believe, but not to the level He would like to perform.  All of a sudden my faith in His Word and in His desire to meet the needs of all of His children was magnified.  Well, truth be told, His desire really was not to meet the needs of His kids.  Provision just comes with the territory.  His desire is to give us abundant life, more than enough.  That fueled my prayer and I believe that what I prayed, the Father will do.  It seems He was just waiting for me to conquer my doubt so that together we could really bless people.

Now, do you want to hear the best part?  I pray for every person who reads this devotional, even those of you who pick it up on the internet that I have never heard of and don’t even know you are reading.  Dad knows you are there and now I have renewed vigor in my prayer life.  Watch out!  Dad and I are praying for you!

2509. Wednesday, May 3, 2017

Fire Brick

Joshua 1: 8

This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.

Do you know what a fire brick is?  According to Wikipedia it is “a block of refractory ceramic material used in lining furnaces, kilns, fireboxes, and fireplaces.”  Have you ever wondered what material is used in the kilns and furnaces?  With the fires getting so hot, how can any material hold molten steel or glass or even survive the temperatures of the furnaces?

Years and years ago I heard Dick Mills give a talk in which he used fire brick as an example.  Obviously, it stuck with me.  He compared the Bible to fire brick.  As we read the Bible, day after day, searching its pages and gleaning the wisdom of God, we are actually laying in the fire brick of our souls.  Those days and days of reading prepare us for the days when the fire is really hot.  We are prepared, in other words, for what the world throws at us because the Word of God has been laid in like fire brick.  

A friend of mine is enjoying “overnight success.”  In the last year she has published two books, being invited to speak at conferences, done TV interviews, has just returned from a ten week speaking tour in Australia and New Zealand, and her ministry has gone from almost non-existent to flourishing.  Why?  Answer – fire brick.  She has been laying in the Word for 20 years.  Bit by little bit God has built a majestic tower out of her daily diligence.  That is the way overnight success works, through year by year faithfulness.

The same thing will work for you too.  The time you spend today in God’s Word may be next month’s saving grace.  Your daily reading of scripture is preparing you for everything which will come your way.  So, don’t be caught unprepared.  Get your Word on.  
2510. Thursday, May 4, 2017

Word Speak

Mark 2: 2

And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room, even near the door; and He was speaking the word to them.

Jesus’ public ministry began when he stood up to read in the synagogue.  Opening the book of Isaiah, he read his commission (see Isaiah 61: 1 – 3 and Luke 4: 18 – 19).  He came to preach the good news, proclaim liberty, recovery,  and the year of the Lord and to  free the downtrodden.  In a sound bite, that is his mandate from God.  Notice that his assignment included preach and proclaim.  It is no wonder, then, that his ministry involved speaking the word.  

Jesus’ proclamation, his preaching was of the Word of God, not of himself.  Isn’t that interesting?  Of all of the ministers and priests of all of the ages, if there is one who should be qualified to preach of his own knowledge, wisdom and intelligence it would seem to be Jesus.  Yet, his preaching was, and is, proclaiming the Word of God.  Apparently his message was so good that there was no even standing room.  The Word ministered to people’s need and it still does today.

None of the things Jesus did on this earth were of himself.  He always relied on the wisdom and guidance of the Father.  Do you remember the story of the woman who was cast at his feet by the Pharisees, accused of adultery?  They pitted Jesus in a quandary between grace and law wondering what he would choose.  Either way, they figured, they would win.  Jesus did not answer them immediately.  Instead, he stooped down and began to write in the dirt.  Finally, when they pressed him, he stood and gave such an enlightened answer that all of their guile folded back upon them.  So, my question is this, “What was Jesus doing when was stooped over writing in the dirt?”  We don’t really know but I believe he was inquiring of his Father.  

My point is this, everything Jesus used for his ministry is available to us and even more.  When Jesus spoke the Word, he only had the Old Testament writings.  Think of how much we have in the New Testament with all of the stories about Jesus, words he spoke when he lived here and the writings of the apostles.  I believe the power of Jesus’ ministry was that he was grounded in God’s Word.  That is what he gave to people and out of that flowed the healings and miracles.  

Don’t you wonder what Old Testament wisdom He spoke when he sat down to teach?  Which stories did he retell?  Think about it this way, we have in our hands, the substance of Jesus’ every sermon.  That awes me.  What did he see in those ancient texts?  Whenever he preached, lives were changed.  Wouldn’t every pastor in the world love to be able to make that claim.  It is all there for us all, the leading of the Holy Spirit and the thoughts and wisdom of God as recorded in the Bible.  Those are the tools with which Jesus changed the world.  What can we do with them?

2511. Friday, May 5, 2017


Desert Days

Luke 4: 1 – 2

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led about by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil.  And He ate nothing during those days; and when they had ended, He became hungry.

I want you to notice a few words in this passage, those being, “being tempted by the devil.”  You see, right after this verse begins the telling of the three temptations with which we are all familiar.  Has anyone else missed this part though, that he was tempted for 40 days before those famous three temptations?  It certainly had eluded me.  

Here is another question for you.  How did the devil tempt him?  Jesus wandered around in the desert. presumptively alone, for 40 days not eating.  As if that was not enough, apparently the devil was pestering him the whole time too.  Do you think the devil appeared to him?  Did he just whisper in Jesus’ ear?  We know next to nothing about this forty day period.  

I also find it interesting that he wandered around in the desert for forty days being led by the Holy Spirit.  That is very reminiscent of the forty years the Israelites roamed around in the desert though they were led by God.  Were they also tempted in the desert for those forty years like Jesus was for the forty days he was in the desert?  Jesus never failed, he never gave into the temptations.  He made it to the promised land without succumbing to the devil’s machinations.  It is as if he put to right the disastrous journey of the Israelite nation by making his forty day sojourn.

Whatever the devil dishes out, there has always been the power available to overcome him. The Israelites had God with them.  He was in the cloud by day and the pillar by night.  Somehow, though, they were unable to connect with the power which accompanied them day and night.  Jesus showed that people can overcome the temptations of the devil.  He connected with the power which accompanied him, namely, the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit gave him company so that he was never really alone and he empowered Jesus with everything he need to succeed.  

All the Israelites had and all that Jesus had is with us today too.  We can access the power of the trinity at all times because they are always with us.  We no longer need wander around in the desert lost, alone and afraid.  We have a redeemer and a comforter.  We have an overcomer.  They have led us to the oasis.  Hallelujah.  

2512. Monday, May 8, 2017


The Proverbs

Proverb 1: 1

To know wisdom and instruction,

To discern the sayings of understanding, 

To receive instruction in wise behavior, righteousness, justice and equity;

To give prudence to the naïve, to the youth knowledge and discretion.

Above are four objectives.  These outline the reasons Solomon gave us the Proverbs.  I had a friend one time who was quite versed in the Bible but one day as we were talking, confessed she had never found the attraction to the Proverbs.  I was flabbergasted.  This is the first book I discovered in the Bible and to this day, one of the most highlighted books in my Bible.  I guess I just needed more instruction than did she.

When I began my deep discovery of the Bible my pastor instructed me to read a chapter from the New Testament beginning with Matthew 1, a chapter from the Old Testament, a Psalm and a Proverb.  That advice served me well.  The Old Testament gave me my history and the grounding of my faith.  The New Testament brought me salvation, grace, the New Covenant and Jesus, the Psalms speaks to my heart and the Proverbs inform and instruct me in the way to go.    They are a floor beneath my feet preventing me from falling into the depths while the Psalms give me wings to fly.  

I was young when I discovered the Proverbs and was aware of my naivety and ignorance.  That was a grace because I was not too arrogant or proud to  receive instruction.  When we become unteachable, the Proverbs call us fools.  I can be foolish, as we all can at times, but foolishness is something I would rather avoid.  There are consequences with foolishness.  A proverb is a “wise saying or precept.”  So, the Proverbs, I think, guard us from  the distasteful consequences of foolishness..  

God offered Solomon anything he wanted.  Solomon chose wisdom and now through the Proverbs he offers us this prize from God.  Follow along with me as I take a sojourn through the Proverbs.  Let us see what we may and glean from Solomon, the wisdom of God.

2513. Tuesday, May 9, 2017


Wisdom is for the Wise

Proverb 1: 5

A wise man will hear and increase in learning.  

If a wise person hears and increases in learning, what does an unwise person do?  What do we call an unwise person?  Who is that person, what does it look like to be unwise?  One of the first tidbits Solomon offers us is that we have the choice to increase in wisdom.  

Honestly, do you find people teachable?  Would you consider yourself teachable?  When did we get so smart that we have nothing left to learn.  One of the lessons I was fortunate enough to learn very young in life is that everyone has something to teach me.  Even a homeless person can teach us how to survive the mean streets.  

I sometimes wonder if our society is becoming more arrogant and self-impressed or if we were always this way and I have only just now begun to notice.  Sometimes I think that if I really believed in the Holy Spirit and really believed that he is moving in the environment today, then I wouldn’t be so convinced that I have the answers or that I even need to.  Perhaps I would be more willing to listen to the counsel of others.  After all, God used a donkey twice so he ought to be able to use the people around us.  Of course, maybe he had to use a donkey because we humanoids are too stubborn to listen to one another.

All kidding aside, I really do think this is an epidemic.  I have noticed how people have less respect for professionals and for pastors as well.  Though we believe that God is willing to talk to each one of us, there is still a role for ministers and I believe we are well advised to seek their wisdom.  I also think there are people in your life right now who are able to hear the voice of God, and who are willing to share with you.  I also believe there are people with life experiences and wisdom who can make our journey easier.  I also think others can see with a cleaner perspective what we cannot see for ourselves.  If we can coach ourselves into humility, we can take advantage of their perspective and not be slaves to recurring patterns.  

2514. Wednesday, May 10, 2017

Free Wisdom

from 2/15/10

Proverb 2: 6
For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.  He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity.

All wisdom, knowledge and understanding are God’s and He freely gives it to His children.  But like children, sometimes we forget that we have a parent with knowledge and wisdom who is willing to help us if we will only allow ourselves to be led.  The irony is that it takes a great deal of maturity for us to begin to realize that we do not have all of the answers and to accept help from others.  It may seem ludicrous that we would value our own advice and knowledge over God’s but that is the way we behave.  Little children are proud of doing things for themselves and it takes a while for them to learn when to ask a parent for help.  

Well, I like that God gives wisdom.  He doesn’t sell wisdom but instead gives it away.  When we listen to Him, we receive knowledge and understanding because that is what comes from His mouth.  He has stored up the wisdom you need for every situation in your life.  Will He not give it to you if He has been saving it for you?  Of course, He will.  

So how do you receive it?  You ask Him for wisdom.  Ask Him to give you understanding.  Then you have to be quiet long enough to hear.  For me that means turning off the television and the stereo because I cannot hear Him when my environment is full of sound.  You may have to slow down a bit.  Find some quiet time and let Him give you the answers you seek.
2515. Thursday, May 11, 2017

Kindness and Truth

Proverb 3: 3 – 4

Do not let kindness and truth leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart, so you will find favor and good repute in the sight of God and man.

If we were to have a Word of the Day on every verse in Proverbs which is highlighted in my Bible we would be here for a while.  Today’s verse is one of the more well known proverbs.  It is typical of the Proverbs.  It shows a cause and effect, a result and the means by which to attain that result.  The result we gain today is favor and a good reputation with God and man.  

The thing I particularly like about today’s verse is the translation of truth into “Jesus”.  In John 14: 6 Jesus calls himself the truth.  So then I read this verse as, “Do not let kindness and Jesus leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.”  I think when people read proverbs like the one for today, there is an immediate acceptance of the ideas contained within.  This verse sounds like a good idea but how do you apply it?  How do you bind kindness and truth around your neck?  

One of our responses may be, “be people of kindness and truth” and that seems to make sense.  Thinking about Jesus as the truth creates a more dynamic model.  Because we also know that Jesus is the Word, we can actually write this truth on our hearts.  That makes today’s proverb less of an esoteric idea and more of an applied model.  That is good for us. 

What a pleasant idea it is thinking about binding Jesus around our necks and writing him on the tablet of our hearts.  He is our Bible partner.  As we seek him through the Word, meditating on Biblical precepts as we do, Jesus becomes more and more ingrained into every part of us.  He is his word and he is truth and when we make kindness and truth a part of us then God’s favor becomes part of as well.  In addition, the favor of man and a good reputation with God and man become ours.  All that makes life here on this earth better and easier.

2516. Friday, May 12, 2017


Dams

Proverb 3: 9 – 10

Honor the Lord from your wealth, and from the first of all your produce, so your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine.

Sometimes humans are the dullest intelligent life form.  This verse couldn’t get much simpler, and yet there is tremendous resistance within the church to giving.  God has told us how to have abundance.  He wants us to experience overflow. Overflow is when you have more than enough.  That is a typical God plan.  He never stops at just filling a cup.  He runs it over.  So, if we are not experiencing overflow what is causing the damming?  

It turns out that we use our intelligence quotient to construct dams in our lives.  We are blocking our own flow.  The principle pointed to in today’s proverb is really no more than what Jesus taught.  It is the principle of sowing and reaping.  God is a multiplier.  He multiplies what we give Him and gives it back to us.  In the old days they taught us that a hundred times zero was not a good yield.  A hundred times one is better but if I understand God and His ways, I can use the kingdom principles He put in place thousands of years ago and receive whatever yield I need or want.  

So how do we honor the Lord from our wealth and the first of our produce?  One of the obstacles some people face is that they are happy to bless the Lord but they don’t like giving to another person in order to accomplish that.  Well, as I have said before, if you cannot trust your minister with your money then you probably want to look for another church home.  Secondly, I find it hard to believe we can’t find one minister in all the world who we believe will use God’s money in the way He directs them.  Third, pray over your giving.  God will honor and multiply your gift without regard to what the person you give it to does with the money.  Your part is just to give.  When you let go of it, then the rest is up to God.  

So, what I want to say to you is, “Don’t worry about it.”  I want you in overflow.  I want no financial stress on you at all.  Therefore, I encourage you to pour out your gifts to the Lord, even if they go through a person, so that God can overflow your cup.  Tear down the dams in your life and let God bless you.  
2517. Monday, May 15, 2017

Paying Attention

Proverb 4: 20 - 22

My son, give attention to my words; incline your ear to my sayings.  Do not let them depart from your sight; keep them in the midst of your heart.  For they are life to those who find them, and health to all their whole body.

This is probably the most well-known of the proverbs.  It is quoted often because it contains such powerful truths.  If we will take this proverb at face value and apply it to our lives then we will enjoy the fruit it yields.  All too often, though, these passages become mere words in our ears.  We hear them, we can quote them but they have lost all meaning.  Perhaps today we can resurrect this proverb allowing it to breathe new life into us.

The truth is that everyday modern science is proving the potency of these ancient scriptures.  The wisdom God gave us from the start is being shown to be absolutely accurate.  His words and His sayings are giving life to people’s bodies.  Prayer is being quantitatively measured and we are beginning to understand from a Quantum Physics perspective how right God was all along.  I believe that means that those who have and can apply wisdom will not wait for science to prove the next parable or proverb but will accept them at face value and apply the age old advice offered in the Proverbs and, indeed, in the whole Bible.

The first admonition of today’s proverb is to pay attention to God’s words.  This must be the starting point for all serious Christians.  God’s Words are containers of His truths and thus of His power.  Applying His power, authority and wisdom to any situation can only improve its status.  

The second major part of this passage bears close scrutiny though.  We have rarely given serious consideration to the ideas contained therein.  If you tell someone that keeping God’s words and sayings in their sight and in the midst of their heart will bring them life and give health to their whole body, they will readily agree with you. However, that is usually the end of it.  Shouldn’t we give it a great deal more attention than quick assent.  I mean, if I can tell you how to add life and health to your life, wouldn’t you want to pause and consider those thoughts more carefully?  That is the essential advice that Solomon has tried to get across to us in this passage. STOP!  And consider.  What is God telling us is the way to increase life and bodily health.  Pause and think about how these words could impact your life.  

There is little time for sober thought these days.  We are busy and our environment is so noisy that you can barely think.  My gym has a TV in the dressing room.  Even the gas station pollutes the air with TV news while I pump my gas.  Did the forces of evil know that I pray while I pump gas?  You would think so.  In truth, it is hard to get away from the constant noise.  Even in our few minutes of alone time, we think of someone we need or want to call or text.   There needs to be a few minutes in each day when you actually think, when other stimulation is not bombarding your senses so that you can actually consider God and what He might want to say to you today.  You should guard those moments for they are precious.  Take time to ponder.  Enjoy a few minutes to ask yourself how the Bible, God’s words, can become more real in your life today.  What can you do to apply more of God’s wisdom to your life.  Give the TV a pass for an hour and pick up your user’s guide to the human experience and allow God to minister healthy, life and blessing to your life today.

2518. Tuesday, May 16, 2017

Arise and Live

Proverb 6: 6 – 11

Go to the ant, O sluggard, observe her ways and be wise, which, having no chief, officer or ruler, prepares her food in the summer, and gathers her provision in the harvest.  How long will you lie down, O sluggard?  When will you arise from your sleep?  “A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest” – and your poverty will come in like a vagabond, and your need like an armed man.

When it is time to rest, rest but when it is time to work, do your work heartily as to the Lord.  I am preaching to myself today.  I, like many of you, must manage my own time.  As you know, having discretion can create a challenge.  It is easy to decide I am tired and roll over instead of rolling out.  I usually regret such a choice. If I had only read Proverbs, right?  Well, of course, I have read all of the proverbs, many times but that does not mean that these lessons are not new each day.  

One of the many lessons I have learned is that God did not make us to be lazy.  We are not fully satisfied or even happy when we adopt the sluggard’s life.  If we no longer feel the guilt of our bad choices, it only means we have conditioned ourselves so as to anesthetize those feelings.  If we persist in the unfavored behaviors, we will eventually become immune to the Holy Spirit’s voice within us.  At that point, we even convince ourselves that we are not doing anything wrong.  I have heard people justify adultery as easily as I justify sleeping in.  Simply and honestly stated, we are both just wrong.  Father wants better for us than those behaviors and the lies we tell ourselves.

I believe it is important for us to realize that God has made us to be heat-seeking missiles.  By that I mean that we are designed as goal oriented, success seeking organisms.  Our souls are engineered to pursue excellence.  Our design is not as sleepy, lazy lay abouts.  No matter how much we may try to convince ourselves, the truth is that we are not fulfilled and are not happy when we are not in pursuit of some goal or hobby.   In today’s proverb, God warns us away from apathetic, passive lives.  He wants us to live with the throttle open.  With him, there is success and in that success not merely accomplishment but joy and service to others.  There is so much to do in the earth, so much which needs doing.  We really don’t have time to sleep in.  We’ve things to do, things to see, words to speak.  

It only takes a little folding of our hands for our lives to begin to leak out.  Life is for living.  At the end of our days on earth, what do you wish your resume to look like?  Do you want to say, I watched television or I took my grandkids to the park.  Do you want sleep to fill the largest time block or is there something else you would rather be known for?  Arise O sluggard.  Seek new heights, new goals and pursue new ambitions.  Read another book, paint a painting.  Make your life worth the living every single day and while you’re at it, call me and make sure I am awake.  I want to run with you!

2519. Wednesday, May 17, 2017

Wisdom’s Fruit

Proverb 8: 32 – 36

Now therefore, O sons, listen to me, for blessed are they who keep my ways.  Heed instruction and be wise, and do not neglect it.  Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at my doorposts.  For he who finds me finds life and obtains favor from the Lord, “but he who sins against me injures himself; all those who hate me love death.”

The speaker in this passage is wisdom.  Wisdom was in the beginning with God and by her he founded the earth.  “Long life is in her right hand; In her left hand are riches and honor” (Proverb 3: 16).  In her are blessing and life, so if we want either those or riches, we should seek wisdom.  She promised that those who diligently seek her will find her (Proverb 8: 17).  This book of the proverbs is her book.  She discloses herself here and the fruit of seeking her.  

One of the first things I noticed from this excerpt from the eighth proverb is that we must heed instruction.  That, I believe, creates a rather large stumbling block.  To receive instruction requires humility and we are loathe to humble ourselves before anyone, even sometimes God.  God gives wisdom to people on earth and they are meant to share it with others.  However, one cannot share what others will not receive.  However, wisdom teaches us that it is in our own self-interest to seek and receive the offerings of wisdom.  

Another fruit of receiving wisdom is favor from the Lord.  I like to think of God’s favor as the grease on the wheels of life.  As you enjoy the Lord’s favor, life simply goes more smoothly.  All sorts of things, both small and large, just seem to go your way.  From getting a good parking place to securing a major contract for your business, God’s favor greases the way and we obtain that favor when we seek wisdom and heed her lessons.  

Wisdom is calling out in the streets.  She wants to be your ally.  If you seek her, you will find her and one great way to seek her is in this book of wisdom , the Proverbs.  Honor is with her; success is in her hand.  She wants to bless you.  Call upon her and receive, of the Lord, all His goodness.
2520. Thursday, May 18, 2017

Multiplied Days

Proverb 9: 11 - 12

For by me your days will be multiplied, and years of life will be added to you.  If you are wise, you are wise for yourself, and if you scoff, you alone will bear it.  

Alright, wisdom is speaking; wisdom says if you are wise, you benefit yourself but if you are a scoffer, you will bear the burden of it alone.  Wisdom adds years of life, scoffing brings turmoil and trouble, and, presumptively, a shorter life span.  

Scoff is not a word I hear used often.  It means to mock at or treat with derision.  The implication here is that people who scoff at wisdom, God or the scriptures will suffer.  Sometimes people blame God for the bad things which happen to them but I cannot help but speculate that we may bring these things on ourselves.  The principle of sowing and reaping works whether we intend it or not so one consequence of sowing scorn is hardship.  

God is giving us instruction and that instruction is for our betterment and our benefit.  The Bible is well viewed as an instruction book.  God instructs us about wisdom as even wisdom, herself, describes the benefits and pitfalls of following her or deriding her advice.  We get to choose.  Father effectively uses this book of Provers especially to lead us in the ways of good fortune.  

God used this book of Proverbs to teach us which paths lead to happiness and well-being.  If we sneer at the scriptures or go our own way rather than allowing them to guide us, then we shouldn’t be so surprised when the road isn’t smooth.  We’re on the wrong road.  Great news, though, in a moment you can find yourself on the well-groomed path the Lord has prepared for you.  

Humble yourself and ask Him which way to turn.  Listen to the words from your pastor and seek wisdom in the Bible.  Wisdom pays for itself.  A little humility up front pays dividends for years to come.  Seek wise advice and ride on the smooth road.

2521. Friday, May 19, 2017


God Success

Proverb 10: 22

It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich, and He adds no sorrow to it.

This is the last day of our sojourn through the proverbs and I can think of no better proverb to end on than this one.  I have been wanting to write on this for months anyway.
Do you know that you can do a lot more good in the world with riches than without?  God knows it and so He intends you to be rich?  Does that bother your sensibilities?  I hope not because God has a plan and that plan involves making you rich.  Hey, He said it!  Besides, the verse tells us that you should not feel chagrin or shame.   It is the blessing of the Lord which makes us rich and God adds no sorrow, misery, worry, shame, chagrin, or regret to it.  

But wait . . . there’s more, much more.  My good friend, Dr. Chuck Goldberg shared the real truth of this scripture with me and it brings great joy and perhaps even a little relief.  Dr. Goldberg was on the Rabbinical path until he chose the study of medicine.  That is a blessing to you and I because he was able to reveal to me what the original Hebrew of this text is and it is earth shaking.  The Hebraic rendition of this verse is, “The blessing of the Lord brings wealth, and your toil adds nothing to it.”  Wow!  When we get back to the original language the truth and revelation leap out at us.  For those of you are have been learning about and leaning into the integration, the intertwining of you and Jesus, this is at the heart of that critical lesson.

Our success is not about our gifts, talents, brilliance or even hard work.  Success and riches are the by-product of a life intertwined with the Lord.  As you have heard me say before, He does the heavy lifting.  Our job is to pray and to listen to Him.  That is also why Psalm 46: 10 is so important.  It reads, “Cease striving and know that I am God.”  Do you see the parallel with Proverb 10: 22?  Success is not in our striving but in our “knowing” and experiencing Him as God.  

I have been blessed to work with a number of business people lately and I have seen time and again that God keeps imparting this message in numerous ways.  I have watched as He continues to lead you into business integration with Him as a partner.  I celebrate you and hope that this “Word” from the Lord encourages you.  It turns out that our “workaholic” patterns and mindsets are not of the Lord.  In fact, in light of these scriptures they are not only unscriptural but might you argue they are sinful?  They fly full in the face of these two scriptures.  He has said, “Cease striving.”  

God is the author of success and riches.  I do not deny that we can attain some level of riches in our own strength but I am increasingly aware of the high cost of doing it ourselves.  First, we never succeed to the level we would if we let God be the author of our success.  Second, the cost usually is in sorrow.

Success with God and in God brings no downside, no sorrow.  Success in the world is often marred by broken health, broken relationships and devastation in many areas of life.  One’s spiritual life is guaranteed to suffer.  This is the sorrow and suffering that God intends us to bypass.  He has only good plans for us and everything with Him is good.  There is no downside.  Come on!  That’s exciting.  Can’t someone shout?!  Let’s get a full revelation of this.  God wants to bless you financially and in the offing is goodness and blessing in every single area of your life.  That is God success.  He wants you to have enough money to meet your needs, yes, but we’ve got to get past that.  He wants you supporting ministries and sending ministers into all the world.  He wants your star to shine so brightly and so high in the sky that it will draw people to it and thus, to Him.  And, He wants to do the hard work.  He does not want you to strive to achieve any of this but rather to lean on Him.  He wants you to learn how to trust Him and work with Him as you never have before.

Be still, cease striving and let Yahweh show who is God.  His action will bring rest and wealth and your toil, well, it adds nothing.  It is all about Him and the power of His might.  Yahoo!  Find your way into that deep relationship with Him, which issues from within your spirit.  Look into your heart and find the creator of the universe.  Then wrap your tendrils around Him and succeed.

2522. Monday, May 22, 2017

Compassionate Grace

Exodus 34: 6 - 7

Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth.

How often have you heard about the angry, vengeful God of the Old Testament?  Well, here He is full of compassion, grace, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.  You know, we’ve got to be careful about what we listen to.  Show me the scriptures!  Give me evidence!  When we actually look at the Old Testament, especially in its entirety, we find a God who was long on patience and whose actions were characterized by lovingkindness.

God is love and He so loved all of us that He sent His only begotten son to the cross for us.  No one sends there only son to suffer and die for people He doesn’t love.  He gave everything precious to Him so that we could be saved.  Is that evidence of a vengeful God.  And think about it this way . . . didn’t Jesus come to earth, suffer and die in the Old Testament?  The new dispensation and the new covenant could not be ushered in until Jesus went to the cross, died and arose so all that we celebrate in the Christian faith about resurrection, salvation and the new birth is based on the Old Covenant love of God.  

Yahweh has always been a full of compassion and lovingkindness.  When Moses hid himself so that God could pass before him, what he saw and reported was that this God was full of graciousness, truth and compassion.  We learn that God was and is slow to anger.  How can we justifiably describe Him as angry when He is slow to anger?  Does that make any sense at all?  

The truth is that God is as He always was.  He has not changed.  His love for us has always motivated His actions.  The fact that He did not send a lightning storm and strike down the grumbling, complaining Israelites in the desert is proof enough of His long suffering.  Not one among us is as patient or as slow to anger as our Divine Father and yet we accuse Him of being impatient and merciless.  It is just not true.  We’ve been lied to but now we know.

Never be afraid of your heavenly Father.  Never fear seeking counsel and communion  with Him.  He is gentle and kind.  In fact, He is the most gentle being that has ever inhabited this universe.  His compassion knows no boundaries.  I love Jesus and I know you do too but we must remember that Jesus came to reconcile us to the Father.  Jesus is the way.  The way to what?  To the Father.  Jesus’ mission was to bring us back into relationship with the Father when we, like the prodigal son, sinned against Him and went astray.  All the while, the Father was awaiting us, His eyes searching the horizon, a gold ring and new robe in Hands readied to drape us in the family colors and crest.  He is the one who was deprived yet He longingly awaited our return, every day searching the road in the anticipation of our appearance.  He never lost faith.  He put the sacrificial lamb on the alter so that we would be able to approach Him with a clean conscience.  This is the act of love, not anger.

The God of the Old Testament is a loving God, full of grace and mercy, abounding in compassionate concern.
2523. Tuesday, May 23, 2017

Foolish Wise Men

1 Corinthians 3: 18 – 19
Let no man deceive himself.  If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become foolish that he may become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God.  

These two verses are under a heading Foundations for Living.  This is part of God’s foundation teaching series.  I should begin by telling you that these two verses are just a small part of an expansive teaching from the Apostle Paul.  Paul had a huge revelation about the wisdom of God having been sent into the earth and how we all are partakers thereof but not in ourselves but rather through our integration with Jesus for in him and because of him, we now have the mind of Christ.  

The wisdom of the world, on the other hand, is utter foolishness.  To God it must sound like mindless chatter, for nothing in this world has come into being apart from God.  He understands all of the science; all of the biology and physics that make this universe in its great expanse and every cell of our bodies work.  He created all of the laws of physics.  We are just trying to discover them.  So, how foolish is it for us to catapult our estimation of our intellect above that of the Father.  None the less, I hear people talk about our intellect and frankly, many of them have their intelligence on the throne of their lives rather than Jesus.  I knew one person who could often be heard repeating the God gave us an intellect for us to use.  While I do not disagree, this person used it as an excuse to defy the Word of God.  Now how smart is that?  The celebration of human intellect begins to sound like foolishness.  Don’t get me wrong.  I do not find any virtue in ignorance.  I believe in both formal and informal education.  In fact, I think the moment you stop learning, you begin to die.  Life should be an ongoing adventure.  That adventure, however, shouldn’t be spent basking in the glow of our grand intellect.  It is a venture with God and with the Holy Spirit who knows all of the thoughts of God.  It is a quest into the heart and mind of God, a journey which we have been specially equipped to take.  

The only wise person is the one who seeks God and His wisdom.  All else is foolishness.  If we will abandon human reasoning in favor of divinely led revelation, we will come to understand the universe.  All knowledge is at hand.  If we will humble ourselves we can have it all.  The intertwined life with the Holy Spirit is truly one of inspiration and revelation.  We don’t even have to be that smart, just smart enough to realize we’re not.  

2524. Tuesday, May 23, 2017

No Solo Success

Proverb 11: 14

Where there is no guidance the people fall, but in abundance of counselors there is victory.

There is no such thing as a self-made man, only one who’s ego is out of control because there is no success without guidance.  Victory is in the abundance of counselors.  

Recently I rode, what was for me, a big bike ride.  It was only 32.5 miles but it went uphill 3000 feet.  That was the most climbing I guess I have ever done.  The Shenandoah Park service closed a section of Skyline Drive for one day to all motorized traffic.  It was a great opportunity to get out on that scenic road and experience the beauty and grandeur of the mountains.  I was so happy to have accomplished that ride but in the sober moments of life and indeed even out on the road, I was equally thankful for all the people who helped me.

You know, cycling can be a lonely adventure and I was all alone on the mountain that day.  No one could help push the pedals around but I was never really alone.  First, my Father was with me and I was grateful for His presence.  In truth, though, there were a lot of people pushing me up that hill.  Many people gave me encouragement in the days and weeks leading up to the ride and that really did help me.  There were times when I was concerned about the ride but there was always someone there telling me that I could do it.

That isn’t all though.  Riding in Georgia a couple of weeks before I met a woman named Varina who shared her knowledge of nutritional gels with me and gave me lots of good advice.  Then there was Dr. Goldberg who coached me on nutrition and hydration.  Mike, the owner of the local bike shop, spent a lot of time with me, encouraging and teaching me.  Then, where would I have been without Diane who drove me to the beginning of the ride and picked me up on the other end, having to go around, of course, because the road we were all riding on was closed to cars.  And then there were my prayer partners, who prayed for me and for my ride.  I honestly wonder if I could have succeeded in that ride without even one of these blessed people.  While it may have appeared I was on my bike alone, isolated on that mountain, the truth is that there was a team of people who helped me up that hill.  

Wouldn’t it be something if I arrived at the top to declare what a great solo success I achieved?  It just is not true.  Additionally, all of the people who  prayed, taught and encouraged learned from others.  We are all standing upon the shoulders of those who have gone before.  Even the technology of nutritional products these days is well advanced of what was available only a few short years ago.  

That is how it is with life.  We can go further faster today because of those who have gone before and because of all of our teachers, parents, coaches, encouragers and prayer warriors.  I thank my God for each of you.  Every encouragement you give keeps casting additional seed through the people  you have blessed.  I am thankful for all of the experiences my friends have learned from and for the time they have spent becoming educated.  Truly, no one of us is an island and even in the isolating alone times, it is good to remember all of the people who have contributed to the successes of your life.  

You are never alone because your Father is with you but you also carry with you the prayers and encouragement of many people.  In abundant counselors, you find the victory because success is a team sport.
2525. Thursday, May 25, 2017

Trust and Blessing

Jeremiah 17: 7

Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and whose trust is the Lord.

In a conversation last week, the theme about trusting God kept coming up.  Time and time again the circle seemed to close on our learning to trust the Lord.  I believe with the people in the conversation last week that this is a critical lesson for us.

Today’s verse says plainly that blessing is in trusting the Lord.  Why is that?  How can God lead us in the paths of blessing if we do not trust Him enough to follow Him?  He can’t.  He can’t point out the way to go but if we do not believe that He is always leading us to the land of plenty then we will hesitate.

Abraham is known for his faith but it was really obedience that made him the Father of the nation of Israel.  His father, Terah, received instruction to take his family and go to the land of Canaan but he got comfortable and stopped before accomplishing what God told Him to do.  He saw a good land and did not trust God to take him to a better place.  Eventually God spoke to Abram telling him to leave his family and go to the place where God would show him.  Abram complied and now we know Abraham as the Father of the faith and you didn’t even know Terah’s name.  It was through simple obedience that Abram learned that God was on his side.  Through obedience, he learned he could always trust God.  Through trust and obedience, he became the Father of faith.

Sometimes the big revelations are in the little messages.  There is no great message in obedience other than just do it.  However, obeying God gives us the evidence and belief that we really can trust Him.  As we move over into trust, we find blessing.  The blessing has already been provided by our Father.  We have to learn to trust Him so that He can lead us to the blessing.  Otherwise, we end up wandering around in the tall weeds like the Israelites wandered around in the desert.

How do you learn to be blessed?  You learn to trust God daily for the small things.  You must learn to hear God for yourself.  If you cannot hear God speak to you, how can you trust Him?  How can you do what He says if you can’t hear Him.  This is ground zero.  Practice hearing His voice.  Contact this ministry if you need help hearing Him because this is where you must start.  Then you can live the life of the blessed person, blessed coming in and blessed going out.
2526. Friday, May 26, 2017


Good Treasure

Luke 6: 45

The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good: and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.

I didn’t know what to write on today so as I looked through my Bible, this verse jumped out at me.  We’ve all read it before and heard the sermons.  Still, we are often fooled by people so maybe it is worth looking at again.

I noticed that the way we can often tell what is in a person’s heart is by what comes out of their mouths.  If they are sold out to God and trying to be like Him, then they will speak kindness and their speech will be gentle for those are the characteristics of God.

What about the silver-tongued devil – you know the one, he talks a good game.  When you first meet him he is charismatic and charming.  He even talks about God and the Bible as if is heart is with God.  Do you know that the anti-Christ will be the same way?  He will say soothing things that will lead many people astray.  Keep listening though and these people always reveal themselves.  As you get to know them better, you begin to see harshness in their character.  They aren’t kind and generous.  In fact, my experience is that they are completely self-serving.  If you have something they need or want they will ooze charm.  The minute the advantage wanes, however, they begin to show you another side.  You have been used.  Their hearts are not filled with the love of God no matter how pretty a yarn they weave.  Godly thoughts are not self-absorbed.  Godly thoughts are always focused on other people.

What should you do?  First, you must penetrate the veil.  You may have been fooled for a while but once you look at the fruit of their life and the words of their mouth you will see the truth.  Look at their relationships.  Are they always in confrontation with someone?  Do they constantly have new stories about some jerk at the store or at work?  It is always someone else’s fault, they will tell you, but this is a good indication that the source of the problem is really them.  Look at their relationships with their spouse and children.  What do you see?  Go beyond the immediate family.  Are they kind to their parents and siblings.  Do they do nice things for their nieces and nephews?  As you check the fruit on their tree, look for generosity.  Our Father is foremost a giver.  God is extremely generous, even with people who don’t deserve it.  Do they give easily and frequently?  Are they good tippers.  Do they give gifts to their pastor or do they just suck off other that person’s fruit and never restore them?

And here is a big thing – do they tell the truth even if it will cost them something.  Do they do what they say they are going to do.  If they say they will call you back, do they?  If they say they will meet you, do they continually find excuses to change the schedule?  If a person can’t even return your phone call or do what they have told you they are going to do then I can tell you without meeting them that the fruit on their tree is bad.

One thing I have noticed is that people usually tell on themselves.  Eventually they let you know where they are.  Your job is to go get a new friend.  There is a reason Jesus told us to check the fruit on people’s trees.  We are supposed to exercise wisdom and seek better and more edifying relationships.  We are not to be found in the company of fools.  Some people are hard to get away from, I understand that.  Bosses, co-workers and family are examples of people we are forced into relationship with.  My advice is to limit your exposure, and to tell these people the truth in kindness if they confront you.  Don’t let them drag you down and learn to say “No” to them.  Take control of your life and don’t let them bully you.  Just say, “No.”  I know it is hard but we must grow up in wisdom and stop letting these people suck the life out of us.  Their heart is not where it needs to be so pray for them but don’t hang out with them.  Pray daily but do not continue to be a victim to their manipulations.  That is your responsibility and God has better for you than people with evil in their hearts.  Look again at the series on love from First Corinthians and let that be your guide in relationships.

2527. Tuesday, July 18, 2017

Dirty Hands

Matthew 15: 17 -18
“Do you not understand that everything that goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is eliminated?  But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.”

This is Jesus’ teaching.  He was attempting to bring His followers into enlightenment about attending the law out of ritualistic habit versus living to God.  He wanted them to understand that ritualistic adherence to the law was not true service to the Lord, especially when it is just used to judge and condemn others.  

You see, the Pharisees were concerned about Jesus’ disciples not washing their hands before they ate bread.  Now no one is trying to teach not washing our hands but these folks were ready to condemn the disciples to hell.  Jesus is so clear here.  He says don’t worry so much about what you are putting in your mouth.  Be concerned about what is coming out of your mouth because that really will condemn you to hell.  Are the words coming out of your mouth more likely to tear people down or build them up?  Are you encouraging and edifying others or are you condemning and criticizing?  You Pharisee!  Clean up your language.  Your words can be building blocks or daggers.  Which will God prefer?  And really…which of us adheres so closely to the Word of God that we should disparage others?  You better pray for those folks and pray for yourself while you are there.  Ask God to guard your heart, mind and mouth.  Ask Him to cause every word which proceeds from your mouth to be acceptable in His sight (Psalm 19: 14).

Jesus said what comes out of our mouths is indicative of what is in our hearts and that is what defiles a man.  God is interested in the condition of your heart.  He does not judge your acts but rather your heart.  You can put on a good show to others but God knows the intent of the heart.  Surrender your whole heart to God.  Let Him fill you with His goodness.  Then the overflow of your heart will bless all you come contact with. 
2528. Wednesday, July 19, 2017

Anointed


From 2/2/10 
Psalm 20: 6

Now I know that the Lord saves His anointed.

Who is the anointed of the Lord?  Is it you?  In Isaiah 61: 1 the prophet Isaiah foretold the coming of Jesus.  He prophesied about the anointing that would be on Jesus.  The first of Jesus’ anointed duties was to bring good news to the afflicted.  When Jesus began his public ministry, he went into the synagogue in Nazareth.  When the book of the prophet was handed to Him, He opened it to Isaiah and reading the passage in Isaiah 61 declared that the scripture had been, that day, fulfilled in those people’s presence.  Jesus was anointed with power and the Holy Spirit so that He could fulfill His commission as enumerated in Isaiah 61 and Luke 4: 18.  Then in Matthew 28: 16 – 20 we read about Jesus passing this commission on to those who follow Him.  We are still to go to the world bringing the good news of the gospel to all.  We don’t do this in our might though.  We do it in the strength of the Lord and the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  It is God’s anointing on us and in us that empowers us to do His bidding.  If you have received God’s commission to you and you have received his blessing of the anointing to do His will, then you are His anointed and you, therefore, are protected under His anointing.  And while the enemy will do everything he can to thwart you, you are covered by the grace and anointing of God.  Jesus said that persecution would come but for us to fear not because He, Jesus, has overcome the world.  Rely on Jesus.  Rely on your anointing for they have great power to save you.

2529. Thursday, July 20, 2017

Daily Bread

John 6: 48

I am the bread of life.

I have just one question for you.  Are you going to eat tomorrow?  Well, in truth it’s a bit of a trick question because I am wondering whether we all will feed ourselves both spiritually and physically.
Most likely all of us will consume food tomorrow, and we need to.  There is nothing unholy in feeding your body.  I just had the sense today that many of us are not where we want to be in life or with Jesus because we fail to feed ourselves spiritual food daily.  Jesus prayed, “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6: 11).  Do you think when he began speaking about himself as the bread of life he changed his mind about bread being a daily necessity?  

This is such a simple teaching, there is nothing truly profound here.  We all know we need Jesus daily but we get caught up in life and forget that he is the bread of life.  The result is that we begin to starve, literally.  Many of us are starving and we are not even aware of the deprivation.  

Your spirit feeds your entire being.  By that I mean to say that a healthy spirit feeds and supports a healthy body and a healthy mind.  Our spirits are our central being so as they hunger, nutrition is lost throughout.  

Jesus is the life and he is the bread of life.  That has to say a lot about our ability to have fulness of life.  We need a daily intake of Jesus.  We always seem to find the time to eat food.  Maybe we can find the time to feed too.  Have some bread of Life.  
2530. Friday, July 21, 2017

Faith by Inches
from 2/3/10

John 4: 50

Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your son lives.”  The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and he started off.

This man’s simple belief is a testament to us all yet he was not a simple man.  He was a royal official, a nobleman.  He asked Jesus to go with him to heal his son because his son was near death.  But when Jesus spoke, the man did not argue with him at all.  He just turned and went towards his home.  He was met along the way by some of his servants who told him that his son was well.

I was struck by the fact that the man didn’t argue with Jesus or question him further.  As soon as Jesus made his proclamation, the man left.  Especially as a nobleman he was probably accustomed to people explaining themselves to him.  But you see, this man’s belief was already present before Jesus spoke.  Then as soon as Jesus spoke, the belief became faith.  The scripture says that the man believed the word that Jesus spoke.  That was the end of the story for him.  Jesus said it.  That ends it.

Would that we all had the same kind of faith in the words that Jesus spoke.  If we believed the way that man did, we would devour the New Testament just seeking what Jesus said.  Then we would have all that he said too because our belief would bring it to bear in our lives.  Every day we get a chance to move closer to Jesus and we do that by seeking Him in His word and through prayer.  Just get an inch closer today and let Jesus’ faith start a new work in you.

2531. Monday, July 24, 2017

Little Children

Matthew 19: 14

But Jesus said, “Let the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

I wish to solicit your help today in writing the Word of the Day.  What do you think Jesus meant by this statement?  What are the characteristics of children that Jesus found so attractive?  What are these characteristics which distinguish children from adults?  Post your insights to the site and we can have a worldwide dialogue on this question.

Jesus wants us to be as children and he tells us that the kingdom of heaven belongs to people who are as children.  So, what are these important traits?  Jesus must have had childlike qualities because, surely, the kingdom of God is his.  I will offer one trait of children that I admire.  

Children are honest.  That is one of the things I so like about them.  Sometimes it is difficult to have the same level of relationship with adults because of honesty issues.  There are folks you know that you cannot trust the words coming out of their mouths.  I find these people and relationships with them tedious.  Sometimes it feels like too much work to be in relationship with them.  Even those who are not intentionally deceptive in their relationships are sometimes misleading because they have lied to themselves for so long that they don’t even know their true selves.  You know the good news though.  His name is Jesus.  

Jesus’ indwelling presence within us can heal, inform and resurrect our lives.  If we will open ourselves to him, if we can be honest with our feelings and our thoughts before him, he will rejuvenate the spirit within us so that we will be reborn in every sense.  Then our reborn selves will be childlike.

I look forward to hearing your thoughts.  Go to http://iveyministries.org/word-of-the-day/ to post your suggestions.

2532. Tuesday, July 25, 2017

Building the Temple

1 Chronicles 29: 9

Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering to the Lord with a whole heart, and King David also rejoiced greatly.

God has made us to be givers.  We are in His image and He is the greatest giver of all time.  One of the things that hangs us up, though, is that our offerings go to people.  Truthfully, we do not always trust people and sometimes in our hearts we do not wish to bless people.  If we could give right into God’s hands, we would joyfully give.  We probably couldn’t give enough to satisfy the desire to bless the Lord.

In today’s story, David was at the end of his life and thus, his term as the king and leader of Israel.  His son, Solomon, would be tasked with building the temple to the Lord.  David, though, gave gold, silver, brass, etc. towards the building of the temple.  He even gave gold so the walls could be covered in gold.  It was in his heart to bless, the Lord, his God.  As the people listened to his words and observed his example, they also dug deep into their resources and gave more gold, and other metals.  It was a joy and a delight to these people to give to their God and they gave with a whole heart.  I would like to go back in time and witness their joy.

We have a number of cultural issues which impede our giving.  First, there is that keeping up with the Jones’ thing.  If we give and give, then others will have more than we.  What if we give so much directly to our pastors that their prosperity begins to eclipse our own?  We seem to have a mentality which requires pastors to be broke.  This is a thought pattern which strains my brain because it seems to me that in the world of logic, especially in Kingdom dynamics, those who serve God (including you) should be the most prosperous on earth.  I don’t know where we got this poverty mentality, the Puritans perhaps, but it defies logic for me.  Surely, you have noticed how wealthy preachers are criticized.  I do know of some churches, though, who seem to consider it an insult the themselves if the pastors are not in nice clothes and driving the nicest cars.  How would that go over in your church?  What are the tapes running in our brains that would never allow that to happen.

Another problem our giving suffers is that we are living in a time when there is so much to spend money on.  We can go on nice trips, drive nice cars, buy bigger homes and multiple homes.  There is a new electronic gadget out almost every day that attracts our attention.  What would the Israelites have done with all that gold anyway?  If they did not give it to the temple would that have meant they could take a Caribbean cruise?  I think they were not as distracted by a world full of pleasures as we are.  I believe that is why we have to purpose in our hearts to be givers.  There are many things we can give our money to, is the church the most attractive of these?  I doubt it.  God, likely is though.  If you can get face to face with Him I think we would all want to give Him anything we could.

The Israelites received a revelation of the elation in giving.  They gave to God with their whole hearts and rejoiced in the gifts.  Maybe in our quiet time with the Lord, he can give us a revelation too showing us how giving will benefit us while it increases our joy.  Let’s ask him about that, shall we?

2533. Wednesday, July 26, 2017


Unshakeable Love

Isaiah 54: 10

“For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, but My lovingkindness will not be removed from you, and My covenant of peace will not be shaken,” says the Lord who has compassion on you.

You’ve got to love this verse.  Some of you are going through challenges right now so this must be really good news for you.  No matter how rough things get, even if there is a calamity so great that the mountains are reduced to rubble; even if the hills quake, you will remain in God’s loving embrace where He can look after you.  No matter how dire the situation, God’s love will not be shaken.  In your loneliest of times, in the most stressful situations, the Lord our God, loves you.  His devotion to you cannot be shaken despite the circumstances.  Even when you are paying Him no attention, He is alert and watching over you.  He awaits your return.  

This verse says that no matter what, His lovingkindness will not be removed from you.  That means there is no power strong enough, no situation dire enough to shake His love from you.  There is no darkness deep enough or pain strong enough to separate you from His love.  The only power in this earth or beyond that can separate you from the love of God is you.  As long as you are steadfast and do not reject Him, then you can trust that His love and affection are present for current circumstance.

Did you know that Father has a covenant of peace?  It goes back to the beginning of time however, it was fulfilled in the person of Jesus, our Messiah.  Jesus is the prince of peace so as long as you are holding on tightly to him, no one can steal your peace.  Sometimes you just have to whisper his name to remind yourself that no power or person has authority over the peace Jesus left for you.  You may have to write out John 14: 27 on a 3 X 5 card and place it in a prominent location while you are working through the challenge. 

Be reminded, daily, that nothing can remove Dad’s love from you nor steal the peace pact He has with you.  Keep today’s verse in front of you and realize there is not one moment of any day that the Father does not love you with all He is.  His devotion to you is larger than the universe and it is a source of great strength.  Be safe and secure in the absolute knowledge that your Father loves you and has provided peace for you.  Let Him love you and hold you in His safety.

2534. Thursday, July 27, 2017

Good Advice

Palm 37: 7 - 9

Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him; do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, because of the man who carries out wicked schemes.  Cease from anger and forsake wrath; do not fret; it leads only to evildoing.  For evildoers will be cut off, but those who wait for the Lord, they will inherit the land.

The most difficult thing about Psalm 37 is choosing a passage to write on because the whole psalm is so good.  The idea which occurred to me as I read this psalm was about receiving advice and from whom we choose to take advice.  This psalm was written by David, who is one of my personal heros.  He learned how to live in a daily relationship with the Lord and I guess his trust in God was unparalleled until the time of Jesus.

David began as a humble shepherd boy but that boy defeated a real giant because he knew the Lord and the power of His might.  He was chosen by God through the prophet to be the king of Israel, he was a faithful servant to Saul, and even when Saul persecuted him and chased him across the desert, David never took advantage of a situation to harm Saul but instead remained loyal.  His rule is considered the golden age of Israel.  The nation prospered under him and throughout it all, he remained devoted to his God.  He knew what it was to be persecuted and hunted but he also learned how to hide in the shelter of the Father’s love.  Of all of the Old Testament people, no one shows us the Holy Spirit to any degre other than David.  He was truly a man after God’s own heart and I believe I can learn a lot from him.

Therefore, when I read these impassioned passages from David I find my spirit engergized and I am inspired.  When David tells us to wait upon the Lord without become envious of the prosperity gained by unholy, even wicked people who use ungodly means of acquiring wealth, I feel I can trust this advice.  David is not speaking from the point of view of a philosopher.  He teaches us from his experience with God.  How many people can give us such first hand experiential knowledge and wisdom?  

Look at what David says about anger and wrath?  Don’t you suppose he wrote that sentence from his experience as well?  Wrath and anger will only lead us down roads we do not wish to travel.  The way of peace is what the Father has chosen and provided for us.

I did not mean for this to be a piece on David.  I liked the message the pasage conveyed.  However, the messenger can add weight and credibility to the message through their life experiences.  When God describes someone as a man after His own heart, then I dare say that is a pretty good referral.  David’s relationship with God is an example we all can learn from.  Additionally, I think that when David shares his wisdom and advice with us, it is advice we can trust.  We too show wisdom we we hearken to David’s words.  I think if you will spend time in David’s life and words, your own relationship and trust with the Father will be increased.
2535. Friday, July 28, 2017

Foundation Stone


from 2/4/10

Isaiah 41: 10 -12
Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.  Behold, all those who are angered at you will be shamed and dishonored; those who contend with you will be as nothing, and will perish.  You will seek those who quarrel with you, but will not find them, those who war with you will be as nothing, and non-existent.
This is one of the scriptures that everyone should highlight in their Bibles because if you don’t need it right now, you will.  It is, to me, a foundation scripture.  By that I mean that it is one of the scriptures that you can build your foundation upon.  Don’t you feel God’s strong right hand when you read this passage?  He is with you through thick and thin and He absolutely will uphold you.  You are never down and out when you have God.  You may feel down.  You may feel trod upon.  But, you will be sustained by His strength and His love.  Look to Him and focus your attention on His righteousness.  As the scripture says, do not anxiously look all around you.  Just look at Him and trust Him to deliver you.  Keep your focus on Him and let those problems melt away under His scrutiny.  He is your God.  He is your strength.  He is your father.
2536. Monday, July 31, 2017

Happily Employed

from 2/5/10

Psalm 145: 14

The Lord sustains all who fall, and raises up all who are bowed down.

Everyone stumbles sometime.  Maybe it is sheer fatigue that gets you or maybe it is an overwhelming problem.  No matter, though, because God is always there to lift you back up.  He provides for you while you recover.  Even if you are bowed down with the weight of challenges or the number of things you have to do, He is ever present to sustain you and lift you up.  Lean on Him and be very aware of His presence with you.  Allow yourself to rely on His support.  You don’t have to be independent and self-sufficient.  That is just ego talking.  He is a good father just wanting to help you.  Give Him whatever is weighing you down and let Him be your God.  It is His job to sustain you and lift you up.  Don’t make him unemployed by trying to do it for yourself.  Keep God employed.

2537. Tuesday, August 1, 2017

Getting Happy

Psalm 37: 18 – 19

The Lord knows the days of the blameless; and their inheritance will be forever.  They will not be ashamed in the time of evil; and in the days of famine they will have abundance.

Hey, let’s get happy today.  There is so much blessing in these two little verses that it wants to bust out all over the place.  

In this thirty-seventh psalm, David contrasts the wicked and the righteous.  The righteous are those who are no more perfect than anyone else but rather their hope is in the Lord as is their trust.  They are looking to God while the wicked are contriving and scheming in their own brilliance and in the world system.  How brilliant can they be, really, if they eschew the guidance of the Lord.  Well, anyway, we get a look at the blessings we can expect to enjoy in this earth but we are also told that the blessing will continue beyond this mortal life.

How exciting is that?  The blessing God is pouring out for you is forever!  It is only going to get bigger and better as time goes on.  The part about the time of evil and the days of famine describe how the blessing works in the earth.  There is no evil, no famine in heaven.  You have not only a promise, but a statement about what you should expect.  We should not shutter as we face evil times.  We just lean in on God knowing He has already prepared a haven for us so that we will not be ashamed or forsaken.  The wicked will make plans for prosperity and power but their own schemes will be the source of their destruction.  Meanwhile, the children of the King will look to their Father and He will be their fortress and their strong right hand.  He will provide for them so that they shall not be ashamed.  They will not be humiliated by poverty.  Instead, they will sing the praises of the Father who shows them grace, love and abundance in all things.  

When the world suffers violence or famine, the children look to their Father and actually prosper.  In 2008 while many people sang songs of woe, those whose trust was in the Lord took steps forward.  Your life is not at the mercy of the world or even its economic systems.  The children of God have always prospered in the time of famine when they trusted Him and listened to His counsel.  We are just as vulnerable if we listen to the 5:00 news and try to glean wisdom there.  If, however, we will turn to the Lord and seek His counsel we shall be safe and secure in all ways.

Let the Lord speak to you today about how He wishes to lead you.  Today could well be the day you enter a new level of relationship with the Father.  He has big things to show you as He leads you into all goodness and blessing.

2538. Wednesday, August 2, 2017

Love Quantified

John 17: 23

I am in them, and you are in me. So they are completely united. In this way the world knows that you have sent me and that you have loved them in the same way you have loved me.
This is one of those verses you may want to read in several translations.  Although, the same point is made in all, they have slightly different nuances.  As you will have perceived, these are the words of Jesus.  This speech is conversation with the Father.  The first observation we may make is how normal Jesus’ dialogue with the Father sounds.  It is not stilted, formal prayer.  He is simply talking.  

Then, as we begin looking at his words, we learn that he is in us as the Father is in him.  If we stop right there, we have a very powerful concept to meditate on.  What does this mean to our lives?  Jesus is to us as the Father was to him in his walk on the earth.  Everything the Father is resided in Jesus.  He is the all in all.  Then all that Jesus had, which included the fullness of the Father, came to reside in us.  Isn’t that what Jesus says in this passage?  He is in us in like manner to the Father in him.  This joining of the Father in Jesus and Jesus’ residence in us is supposed to bring us into complete, and even perfect harmony or unity.  It does not say that we agree on all doctrine.  It does not say we do not have differences of opinion.  It does say, though, that we are united in him, completely and totally.  If we are not in unity, I hazard to say we are not truly in Christ or allowing him to abide with us.  There is no disunity for all who are in Christ and in whom Christ has made his home.  I don’t care if you are Catholic, Baptist or even a Messianic Jew.  There is only one body and we are either in or out, it is our choice.  

This is a crucial message of the times.  As we approach the end of this age, we must come into a united purpose in Christ Jesus.  Only a united body will reach the world with the good news of Jesus, the risen Christ.  As long as we are back biting and disparaging one another, the world will not come to know that God sent Jesus or that He loves us all, even the heathen unsaved, as much as He loves Jesus.  Only our love and tolerance of one another will show the world the love of God.  The doctrinal and theological points we tear the house apart over are of no importance to God at all.  In fact, I very much believe we will get to heaven, run to Him and argue our case only to find we were all wrong.  Those things just don’t matter.  What matters is that the world which is suffering and broken, sees the love of Christ.  If we cannot love our brothers, if we constantly fight with one another, then how is the world ever going to believe in the love of God?  

Jesus tells us in this passage that the Father loves us all as He loves Jesus.  How much larger a revelation do any of us need than that.  If you think God loves Jesus, then you must also accept that He loves you that much.  He also loves every single non-believer in the same quantity and quality of love.  Whatsmore, He even loves those crazy people in the church down the street.  

We are not going to gain ground by telling the unsaved what decrepit, wicked people they are.  They need to hear that God loves them.  They also need to see us loving one another.  So, regardless of our doctrinal stripes, let us wrap our arms around each other, joining in one united purpose – that is to share (and show) the love of Christ, the love that gives all for the other person.  We need to major on love and learn what it means.  There is a graduate study for you.  It is a subject so rich and so deep that it will take the rest of our lives, here and beyond, to fathom its depths.  Let’s just do our best to let a little of Jesus seep out of us today.  You will have challenges today, especially if you have to drive anywhere. You will encounter unlovely people whose mind is solely on themselves.  Reach in and touch Jesus within you and let him shine on those people.  Let the world see for once and for all that God is love and that He loves ever single person.  

Christ is in you today.

2539. Thursday, August 3, 2017

The Cure for Anxiety

Matthew 6: 33

But seek first His kingdom and his righteousness and all these things shall be added to you. 

Many of us are familiar with Matthew 6: 33, but let us look back a little today.  The New American Standard Bible has titles for many sections of scripture.  This section is titled “The Cure for Anxiety.”  I have verses highlighted in here as do many of you but today I wanted to attempt to look at it with new eyes.  So I began reading right after the caption, which begins in verse 25.  Of course, Jesus is speaking here so in my mind I translated that as, “Jesus is going to teach me how to be free of anxiety.”  Alright, I will sign up for the class.  

Jesus began to speak and for seven verses he attempts to reveal the Father’s mind and heart about our needs by showing us examples from nature.  Jesus gives us picturesque examples so that in our minds eye we can visually follow what he is teaching in regards to anxiety.  Then you hit verse 32.  Allow me to quote it for you, “For all these things the Gentiles seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.”  I don’t know how many times I have read that verse but it stopped me in my tracks today.  Without saying it aloud, Jesus declared that I was acting like the Gentiles.  “Hey wait, I am not a Gentile.  I am a child of the King.  Why am I acting like them?”  All of a sudden it felt like my worry and anxiety about the material things in my life was an insult to the goodness of God.  What Jesus was actually saying is that we do not need to worry about the things the Gentiles worry about because we have a Father who loves us and who has taken on the role of provider.  

When you look at a teaching, a speech or a book, you find that the author wishes to make a point at that conclusion is found at the end.  However, it is supported by the evidence and examples which come before.  Good writers and speakers give you a topical sentence in the first paragraph which is usually a restatement of their conclusion.  Jesus absolutely lays out this entire topic in just such an organized fashion.  I immediately began going to the end of the section to find out what his conclusion is but I like his opening.  In verse 25 he tells us, “For this reason I say to you do not be anxious for your life.”  He then uses the remaining verses to illustrate this reason.  As we close in on the end of the passage we discover the reason we need not worry about our material needs is because “your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things” (Matthew 6: 34)  Isn’t that good?  Jesus goes on to teach the practical side of this message.  He tells us to seek God, seek His kingdom and righteousness and all the things of life will be added to us.  That is simply putting all of this in to practice.  Don’t worry, instead - seek.  That is the cure for anxiety, knowing that you have a heavenly Father who loves you and will care for you.  Seek Him and let Him worry about all that “stuff.”

How many of us have (and are) seeking the things, worrying about the things we need: clothes, food, drink, tuition, car etc.?  I know I think of those things but Jesus is telling us point blank that is how the Gentiles act, and, hence, not how we should behave.  We have a heavenly father.  We need to learn how to seek His kingdom and allow Him to be “Father.”

Maybe we can all think about that today as we go through our day.  How do I seek God’s kingdom?  How do I seek His righteousness?  Meditate on that as you have that morning cup of coffee or as you drive to work.  The revelations could change your life.

Lastly, let me share with you Jesus’ final thought on the matter, his wrap up conclusion, if you will.  “Therefore, do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own.”  You know when you see the word “therefore” that someone is making a conclusion.  In other words, because of everything he said in verses 25 through 33, you should not be anxious.  Stay in this moment with Jesus rather than casting your concerns forward.  Stay ever present and connected with him and with the Father and you will have no need to ever be anxious.  That’s good news!

2540. Friday, August 4, 2017


Least of All

Judges 6: 13

“O my lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us?  And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about?”

An angel appeared to Gideon calling him a “valiant warrior.”  Gideon was not buying into it though.  You see above his response.  

This could easily be our response today.  We keep hearing about the greatness of God and all of his miracles but where are they?  Gideon accused God of having abandoned his people.  Has our God abandoned us?  Well, if He has not, then where is His power?  Where are His miracles?  Why doesn’t He deliver us from the oppression all around us?

Gideon was the least of the least.  He was the youngest of the least influential family.  You know, David was the youngest also.  God isn’t looking for a person the world adorns as mighty or influential.  He is looking for someone who will put their faith in Him.  When you are least of the least, you recognize you need God if you are going to accomplish anything.  Gideon had some audacity though.  He challenged the angel as I doubt I would have the courage to do.  The angel wanted to enlist Gideon to lead the people of God against their enemies.  Gideon had a hard time believing that God would show up on the scene.  Too long had he witnessed the mediocrity of his situation.  Too long had the God of Israel been silent.

How similar was Gideon’s situation to that which we all face today.  Are you like Gideon, wondering where the power of God is?  If He loves us so much, why isn’t He showing His power?  Where are the miracles?  We need our God today.  We need some kind of stirring up like the angelic visitation of Gideon.  What will it take for us to see the moving of God on the earth in our time?

Are you small, insignificant and unimportant?  Are you not so wise, not so learned, not known for your great influence?  Are you least of the least?  Then maybe you are the person God can visit with a message of deliverance.  Maybe you are the person He can use to set us free.  

Would that we all cry out to God for His manifestation in the earth.  Yahweh, show your face.  Send us a message, an angel, your spirit and give us the simplicity of faith to be used of you.  Cause us to hear your voice and do your bidding.  Send your power Lord.  Send your strength.  Hear our call and find us worthy by the blood, faith and love of your son.  Heal our lands, O Lord.  Hear the voice of your people.

2541. Monday, August 7, 2017


Honor and Esteem

Isaiah 43: 4

You are honored and I love you.

This quote is part of verse four.  I left out the word “since” because it is italicized which means the translators added it.  There is another part I left out which I really do wish to share with you.  It reads that you are precious in God’s sight.  So, let’s see if we can really take this in.  God is saying to each one of us that we are precious, honored and He loves us.  

At some point you have to wonder why the ruler of the universe would even stoop to say such crazy stuff to us.  Why does He really care?  I mean, look around.  Are we really such a great prize?  You would think that the guy who made everything we can see, the one for whom miracles are common place could do a lot better than us.  

At one level, He loves us because in the beginning He chose to.  He made a decision and He hasn’t backed off of it.  Are we worthy?  No way!  But God knew what He was doing.  He knows, even now, who we will become.  When we finally see His face, we will be transformed and we will become the family He has long desired.  He sees who we are on the inside and He knows the journey we are on.  There is no mystery to Him.  We may be stumbling around now but He will lead us in the way and we will finally see in ourselves what He has seen all along.

There is something about you that made you worth sending Jesus into the earth as a ransom for you.  God loves us.  It sounds silly when you really think about it but the sooner we can accept it the better for us all.  If we are honored and precious, it is because of whose children we are and in the end, our love for Him will shine like the sun, perhaps even like the “son.”  

God knows you and even so, still loves you.  He sees how precious you are.  He sees in your heart and you are a delight to Him.  Okay, we mess up routinely but He knows we are growing and we will outgrow all of this foolishness.  We have been made completely worthy, even as we are now, in Jesus.  There is nothing more precious than the blood which has redeemed us.  

Today, start this week as the honored, precious and highly esteemed child of the Lord.  Let Him raise you up in your own eyes, not because of anything you have done but because of who you are – His child.  Be humble, but be accepting.  Let God love on you.  I tell you the truth, if you will let His love permeate your being, you will grow and you will find His manifested presence with you constantly.  If you have been looking for the secret, this is it.  Let God love you.  Accept His love.  Believe in His lovingkindness towards you.  There is no greater power in the universe than His love and nothing better you can do to live in power than to surrender to His uncompromising love.  Go, highly honored, precious child of the King, and have a great life.

2542. Tuesday, August 8, 2017


Musings

Isaiah 30: 18

Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you.  For the Lord is a God of justice; how blessed are all those who long for Him.

One of the jobs of any minister is to bring you the Word of God.  I also share with you what God is telling me, but in delivering passages of scripture, there is an impartation of the Word to you.  What I write will, hopefully, bring enlightenment to the scripture and inspire you.  The most important part of this, or any devotional, though, is what comes to you through your meditation on the Word.

Today’s verse seems very powerful to me.  I wonder, though, what you hear as you read and reread it.  Why does the Lord long to be gracious to you?  He is waiting to show you the depth of His compassion.  Why does He long to show you His compassion and upon what, or whom, is He waiting.

Isaiah seems to suggest that our longing for God is a key to unlocking these blessings and perhaps even others.  Is God awaiting us?  What does He need from you and from me in order to rain down His love, compassion and blessings upon us.  

While you are pondering today, let me give you one more question to consider.  If God longs to be gracious to us, what is stopping Him?  If He awaits on high to show His compassion, for what is He waiting?  If God can do anything at anytime in the earth this what is restricting Him from showering us with His graciousness and compassion?  This passage makes it clear that God is limited in this realm.  How can that be, except that He limited Himself.  For those who stand on God’s absolute sovereignty this verse should give pause.

I hope you will take a walk with Jesus today and talk with him about all these musings.

2543. Wednesday, August 9, 2017


Stocked Refrigerator

Mark 1: 14
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
This comes from the very early days of Jesus’ ministry.  This is one of those cases where reading the footnotes is as enlightening as the verse.  The notes reveal that what Jesus was communicating to the people there was that the Kingdom of God had come near them.  It is at hand, or maybe better said, it is here.  Jesus told them that the time they had look forward to was fulfilled and the kingdom was no longer a promise but rather, a reality.  Well, if it had come to pass 2000 years ago then we certainly are not waiting for it today.

There is another interesting footnote.  Jesus said to repent and believe in the gospel.  The fullness of what he was saying about belief is in the word “trust”.  Jesus told them to trust in the gospel.  What does that mean?  How does he intend that we “trust” in the gospel?  Is this something our heart does?  Or, does it perhaps involve our actions as well?  Either way, I think Jesus is telling us, even as he spoke to those saints 2000 years ago, there is something we are supposed to do now that the Kingdom of God is at hand. 

Jesus told people several times that the Kingdom of God had come near them.  It was right within their grasp.  The same is true for us.  Everything Jesus is has come within our reach.  There is an action involved, however, and that is the part which so often trips us up.  We must reach out and grasp all that Jesus won for us.  I wish it would just rain down on me and I wouldn’t have to lift a finger.  I don’t want to do the emotional and spiritual work necessary to receive his Kingdom victories but I guess that is just laziness.  It is like someone has stocked the refrigerator.  I want a drink.  I want the benefit that drink will give me but I don’t want to get out of my chair and go get it.  

Some of us just didn’t realize Jesus has stocked the refrigerator for us.  We are dying of thirst when there is every kind of drink waiting for us.  We have to learn to trust this gospel and expect the refrigerator to be loaded.  We should begin to expect that the coming of the Kingdom brought with it life-altering properties.  Certainly, this would be a great subject for our walks with Jesus.  You can ask him to tell you exactly what he meant by, “repent and trust in this gospel.”  I don’t want any of us to miss out on the Kingdom or its resources.  The time is fulfilled.  The Kingdom of God is here.  Repent and trust in the gospel.

2544. Thursday, August 10, 2017


Woe is Me

Lamentations 1: 12

Is it nothing to all you who pass this way?  Look and see if there is any pain like my pain which was severely dealt out to me, which the Lord inflicted on the day of His fierce anger.
Have you spent any time in Lamentations recently?  Whoa!  It is a veritable gold mine for Country-Western writers who need some good “cry in your beer” songs.  Whew!  It is good to read it every now and then but I certainly can’t take a steady diet of it.

I thought this verse might pique a few of you though.  Read all of chapter one if you want the real low down on the situation.  Still, there are few things that repulse and irritate me more than a person blaming my beloved Father for the ills they suffer.  Truthfully, half, at least, of our troubles, we bring on ourselves.  There is this principle of the seed and the harvest and unfortunately for us, the seed will produce a harvest regardless of the character of the seed.  In other words, bad seeds will produce an unfavorable harvest just like good seed yields a desired crop.  

Did you know this book was written by Jeremiah?  He knew a few things even if you don’t get that from reading this verse alone.  He is an important prophet and you can see that he totally gets it when you get to verse 22.  He is speaking here, not for himself but for the entire nation, a nation which struggled in their devotion to following God’s ways, not unlike us, right?  Verse 22 reads, “Let all their wickedness come before Thee; and deal with them as Thou has dealt with me for all my transgressions; for my groans are many, and my heart is faint.”  You see, Jeremiah spends 21 verses pouring out the lamentation of the nation.  He articulates their woes in vibrant, expressive language.  In the end, the prophet, the mouthpiece of God comes out.  He knows that it is their own transgressions which have brought them to their point of suffering.  God doesn’t have to punish us for our stupidity, those ill-advised seeds which we, ourselves, have strewn far and wide are going to do all the damage we can bear.

When we finally are bowed down under the weight of the repercussions of our acts, then we cry out to the Lord and He is there to rescue us.  Lamentations 3: 19 – 20 express this tragedy so clearly, “Remember my affliction and the wandering, the wormwood and bitterness.  Surely my soul remembers and is bowed down with me.”  What tragic language, worthy even of Shakespeare.  Hopefully, this is when we turn to the Lord and allow Him to save us from ourselves.  He is always there for us, even we have crucified ourselves.

2545. Friday, August 11, 2017


Page Two

Lamentations 3: 22 – 25

The Lord’s lovingkindesses indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail.  They are new every morning: great is Thy faithfulness.  “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I have hope in Him.”  The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, to the person who seeks Him.

I didn’t want to leave you with the woe of Israel.  As you see, Jeremiah knows, and tells, from where salvation comes.  And let us not only think of salvation as the divider between heaven and hell.  God wishes to save us from every unfavorable situation.  In these verses, God’s saving grace is exposed and proclaimed.

There is trouble in life.  Jesus told us that.  Read David’s psalms and it becomes clear.  Of course, there is an entire book of lamentations.  However, at the end of the day, at the end of the book, behind every worry there is the faithfulness of God.  He is always there to scoop us up and carry us away from the turmoil and tribulation.  He is our shield and our fortress.  We really can hide in Him while the world spins away.  

In the Old Testament, specifically the Psalms, we read about our Father as the stronghold, the fortress, our refuge.  These are all places into which a person can retreat and find security.  In the New Testament, Jesus calls this being “in Him.”  In Christ and in the Father, is fullness of compassion and hope.  We have a promise here in Lamentations that God shows His goodness to those who wait for Him, to those who seek Him.  So, the way I hear this is that God has little choice.  I have power in this situation.  If I seek Him, if I wait for Him, He will pour out His good upon me.  I mean, the formula is already there, just plug in the variable over which you have control and it has to produce its equivalent counter-part which is the goodness of God.

Our father waits on high to pour His goodness out upon us.  He longs to show us His tender mercies and benevolence.  He is so overflowing with lovingkindness that it is without end or limitation.  Each day He begins with goodness to give to us.  So, though there is trouble in the world, there is goodness, salvation and kindness is our Father.  We do not have to reside in the trouble, we can choose to move into God’s loving nature.  

Let Him pour Himself out to you.  He is without end.  Everything you need or want in this hour is in Him.  Seek His face, even right now in this moment.  Let Him hear your voice and let Him be a loving Father.

2546. Monday, August 14, 2017


See the Light

2 Corinthians 4: 3 - 4

If our gospel is veiled it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

There is a lot going on these two verses.  Let us take the latter point first.
When one reads this passage, thoughts of the unsaved come to mind, and I would say that is a valid perspective.  However, there are many unbelieving believers.  People accept Christ as their savior but it is only then that we embark on the journey of discovery of what it means to be in him and in his glorious victory.  Therefore, we must understand that this verse is referring to each of us in certain capacities.  You may absolutely believe God for physical healing and yet have small or no faith for emotional deliverance.  Some people have not yet learned how to believe God for finances and others can’t seem to embrace the relationship aspects.  The point is that even though we believe in Jesus, we are not always believers in everything he has accomplished for us.  This is a growing and learning process, a journey.
Some of us have been blinded to certain aspects of Jesus’ overcoming victory for our lives.  Who, though, has blinded us?  The Apostle Paul, writing to the Corinthian believers, says that the “god of this world” is the culprit.  Now here is where we sometimes run into difficulty.  Paul was referring to Satan as the God of this world.  Jesus is victorious; Jesus has defeated the devil but to the degree that we are blinded, Satan is still able to steal from us.  
The body of Christ has really struggled with this idea.  We know that Jesus overcame all the works of the devil and yet look around, do you see Jesus’ victory displayed everywhere in your life or everywhere in the world?  Of course not.  You see the devil’s influence very pervasively in the world.  He is able to deceive and influence people.  He has an army of fallen angels whose doom is assured but who still contrive to bring destruction to the heirs of the Kingdom.  
The real key to this verse is that it was written on this side of the cross.  Jesus had already been taken up in glory when Paul wrote these words.  He knew of the victorious Christ and yet he called Satan the god of this world.  God gave the world to Adam and Eve but they gave their authority to Satan and he has been doing his best to disrupt humanity ever since.  So, he is still a viable character out there.  He is still influencing people, lying and blinding as much as he can.  You, however, can overcome him in the name, authority and blood of Jesus.  Satan can be defeated in every area of life.  He has no absolute power, only stolen authority.  He continues to “blind the minds,” but Jesus has come that we might have life.
Do not be afraid of the devil.  Do not think you cannot overcome every trick he throws at you.  However, do not be naïve.  If you pretend he does not exist, has no power and no influence you will be vulnerable to every stupid little blinding lie he attempts to deceive you with.  I do not want you to be afraid but I don’t want you to be blind-sided either.  There is no cause for fear but do not discount the devil’s machinations.  Many Christians allow themselves to be targets for Satan and his horde because they pretend he doesn’t exist or is completely without influence.  He has only the power we allow but naivety allows him freedom to roam and to interfere.  The study of God’s Word will always open your eyes and the eye which God has opened the devil cannot blind.  It is really that simple.  God will show us all revelation and wisdom when we allow Him.  He unveils the devil’s lies.  You are more than a conqueror in Christ Jesus.  Don’t let the devil tell you otherwise.
2547. Tuesday, August 15, 2017

Hold Fast

Hebrews 10: 23

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

The book of Hebrews is known for its sound teachings on faith and this is one of the resounding statements which reveals faith, what it looks like and how it behaves.  It is easiest to build your faith paradigm by beginning at the end, “He who promised is faithful.”  Our first step is to resolve, in our hearts, that God is faithful.  Along this line you may remind your heart that God is unable to lie.  If He said it, He will do it.  What has He said though?

This is the second point of assurance.  We can speak to God directly.  He will speak with you personally.  He also often speaks through another person.  However, there is an anchor for these means of communication which will give you greater confidence.  It is His Word.  If God tells me something that contradicts His Word, then I know immediately it was not Him speaking.  It was probably my flesh wanting Him to say what I wanted to hear.  If, however, what I hear Him speaks is consistent with Biblical principles, then I may have confidence in what I heard.  

You need to be convinced that the Bible is for you.  It is a personal letter from Him to you.  If you find a promise in the Bible, then it is yours for the taking.  This is a point in our faith walk which can really make us strong.  If you have convinced your heart that the Word is true and that God is speaking to you, then it becomes easier for you to hold fast to the confession of whatever it is that you are hoping for.  So, as an example, say you are confessing healing when you find this verse from Deuteronomy, “And the Lord will remove from you all sickness,” (7: 15).  If you accept that this verse pertains you and you have trust in the one who in whom the promise resides, the Lord, then it becomes easier and easier for you to hold on to your confession.  

It is easy, though, for us to skim right over these passages and not believe God meant them for us.  In the back of our minds we think they were only meant for some person who lived thousands of years ago in the Middle East.  If we are going to see God’s will fulfilled in our lives we have to first have a promise, and second, believe the one who promised is faithful.  If you don’t have a direct word from God, then you have to rely on what He has said before.

So, there is a good tenet of the faith walk.  Believe in the one who promised and hold on to the promise without wavering.  Do not go back and forth between believing and not believing.  Okay, easier said than done but convince your heart that God promised it and that settles it.  Then be like a bulldog and don’t let go of your positive confession.

2548. Wednesday, August 16, 2017


Be Blessed

Psalm 112: 1 - 3

Praise the Lord!  How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments.  His descendants will be mighty on the earth; the generation of the upright will be blessed.  Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever.

Every now and again we need to hear and be reminded of the blessing of the Lord for those who love Him.  We can soak in these words; breathe them in and let them fill the tired and weary parts of our soul, rejuvenating the very marrow of our bones.

The Lord is great and full of love and compassion for His kids.  His lovingkindness plays throughout our lives and even dances on the cells of our bodies.  His words, His expressions of kindness are salve to the spirit.  All the words and all the thoughts of the Lord are for your well-being.  God Almighty is a blessing to you and longs to fill your life with the power, joy and the glory of His might.  He fills your soul with blessing and empowers your success and your peace.

All things, in the Lord, are peace and joy.  We need to learn to breathe Him in with every inhalation.  He is more than enough and yet we never seem to have enough of Him.  We always want more of Him.  And so, we seek Him and yearn for Him and for the day when we will be saturated with Him.

For those who love the Lord, there is wealth, riches and enduring righteousness.  He has poured Himself out so that we may be full of His goodness.  The glory of His kindness to we, His children, shall shine through the ages.  Eventually, all the world will see and know the greatness of our God through the lovingkindness which He demonstrates in our lives.  

I pray the blessing of the Lord chases you down in the street today, overtakes you and overflows to you.  As you are blessed, you can bless the nations.  I pray the blessing of your life shines brightly and brings praise to our Father and Lord.  Amen.

2549. Thursday, August 17, 2017

Ransom Me

Isaiah 50: 2

Is My hand so short it cannot ransom?  Or have I no power to deliver?

Don’t you love the passages where God just comes right out and speaks.  In this verse He doesn’t just speak through the prophet Isaiah, He just shouts out His thoughts.  It must be an important, emphatic message.

As we consider the words of this verse we may contemplate a wide range of situations in which this would be God’s communique to us.  What is He saying here?  Does something shout to you?  What are you involved in right now that you would love to have God deliver you from?  Was is it that if you spoke to God face to face you would say, “Father, rescue me from this and just take care of it for me?”  Think about that situation and hear the Father ask you, “Is My hand so short it cannot ransom?”  Immediately you think, “No, you are able to reach me.”

The point is that God wants us to think of Him in all the uncomfortable and even miserable life situations that occur.  So often we do not even consider Him as our redeemer and our help.  He is left in the background of our lives when He wants to be an integral part.  Even on Sunday, we forget to talk to Him about that circumstance that is causing us stress and even robbing us of sleep.

God is saying to each of us today, “I have the power to deliver you.”  No matter what the situation you are facing involves, He is well able to help you and I can promise you that He is also willing.  If God could have His way, we would live stress free lives.  Sure, there is trouble in this world but Jesus said that is the very reason he was sending us the Holy Spirit whom he called “the helper.”  These heavy burdens are not for us.  They are for the three persons of the Trinity.  Give them a call today.  They want to hear from you.

2550. Friday, August 18, 2017


Peace, Peace

Matthew 10: 13

If the house is worthy, give it your blessing of peace. But if it is not worthy, take back your blessing of peace.

Jesus talked about peace or blessed people with peace quite a number of times.  Before he left the earth he even made a point of leaving his peace here with us (John 14: 27).  What is so compelling about peace that caused him to frequently say, “Go in peace” or “peace be with you?”  We have to dig into our Hebrew roots to get an appreciation of this peace which Jesus speaks of and even directs us to bless others with.

The Hebrew word is Shalom, and it is very rich with many shades of meaning.  The simplest way to describe the Jewish idea of peace is wholeness in every area of life, or I have heard others say, “nothing missing, nothing broken.”  This necessarily means that your health is not broken, your finances are whole, your relationships fruitful, your spirit vital, and every other facet of life you can think of functions perfectly.  When Jesus, or any other Jew, says “peace” to you, they have spoken a blessing which covers every aspect of your life.  Now, consider today’s verse.  Does it take on more meaning?

Jesus intimates in this passage that we have the right and perhaps even the obligation to speak a blessing of peace on the households of others.  This may manifest in you praying peace as you enter a friend’s house.  Maybe you are invited to attend a party or even a Bible Study at someone’s house.  You can give that home YOUR blessing of peace.  In so doing, you are speaking wholeness to that household – nothing missing, nothing broken.  That is a powerful privilege the Lord Jesus has given us.  So, think of that as you visit people’s homes and maybe also stop at your own front door and speak “Peace.”

2551. Monday, August 21, 2017

Eclipse of my Heart

Joshua 10: 12 – 13

Then Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel,
“O sun, stand still at Gibeon,
And O moon in the valley of Aijalon.”
So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped,
Until the nation avenged themselves of their enemies.

In honor of the solar eclipse today, I decided to send you a verse about another amazing day in God’s heavens.  Everything in the universe, including the sun, is in God’s domain.  God actually stopped the sun and the moon in their paths because Joshua needed more time and in faith spoke the words of command.  This is such an amazing passage.  Joshua’s boldness is, at the very least, remarkable.  Then, the fact that the sun and moon obeyed is nearly incomprehensible, but there you have it.  The faith partnership of God and man can accomplish anything.

In thinking about today’s eclipse, I was again impressed by the order God created.  The moon had to be a specific size and at a precise distance between the earth and the sun in order to totally eclipse the sun which is far bigger in size.  It just amazes me that God thought of all these things; that He actually took into consideration the movement of the heavenly bodies and all of the implications of their orbits.  Further, He considered, contemplated and calculated all of the variables involved for today’s eclipse before He created anything.  These moments have been in His calendar since before the beginning of time, since before the founding of the earth.

I know some people believe this is all completely random but I just can’t swallow that argument.  When you look into the sky today and the sun disappears for a few minutes you will see the glory of God in His creative authority.  This isn’t happenstance.  It is calculated science and He knew the math and the science in the beginning.  Whatsmore, He knew you and knew you would be standing on the earth on this special and momentous day.  You are part of His calculation, part of His anticipation.

I hope you will consider our God and Father today as you view this glorious spectacle of His creation.  I pray you will allow Him to touch your heart with renewal and new birth.  You may ponder what these signs in the heavens mean prophetically, you may simply wonder at the glory of creation, or it may be that a sense of awe wells up within you as you remember that your own Dad made all that you see.  Whatever, touches you this day, I hope that you will allow the Father to speak into your spirit the special reason He had you be born in this time and to be a part of this event.  

I would like to leave you with one last point to ponder.  Consider also the crucifixion account in Luke 23: 44 - 46, “And it was now about the sixth hour, and darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour, the sun being obscured; and the veil of the temple was torn in two.  And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commit My spirit.’  And having said this, He breathed His last.”

I hope you and Dad have a great day!

2552. Tuesday, August 22, 2017


Sunshine

John 8: 12

Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.”

I hope you were able to see the solar eclipse yesterday.  It was a remarkable event; many observations to be made but there is one thing that really stood out to me.  At the totality, the sky became like nighttime.  What amazed me was how little sunlight it took to light up the earth again.  As soon as the sun began to peek out, the earth began to look like mid-afternoon again.

It reminded me of Jesus.  Without Jesus, there is only darkness.  It takes only a bit of Son-shine to make the darkness flee.  With even a little Son, hope arises.  Someone said, “Wow, the sun is really powerful.”  How much truer is that of the Son?  He turns darkness into light and life.  Where he is, there is no darkness.  We need not stumble in the darkness because he lights our path.

Some people think those are just cute sayings but for those who walk in the light, you know they are true in a very real sense.  Jesus spoke literally about himself in this verse.  Without him there would be no light and no life.  Without the sun, the earth would die.  We need sunshine for plants to grow.  Without the Son, I believe even the sun would die because everything was made through him and nothing that was made exists apart from him.

Over the next weeks you may continue to see news stories and pictures from the solar eclipse.  I hope it will make you think about the glory of Jesus and his resurrection story.  From the darkness of his death, light arose and through that resurrection breathed life back into each of us.  Let all the earth praise the Son.  Let all the universe, sing his praises.  Thank you Father for sunshine; thank you more for Sonshine.

2553. Wednesday, August 23, 2017

Matthew 7: 25

And the rain descended and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock.

Have you seen the movie, The Perfect Storm?  Maybe you can picture a storm as described in this verse.  Picture this: flooding, gale force winds and torrential rains.  Against all these, who can stand?  Jesus has an answer.  He said this house stood because it was built upon the rock as contrasted with the house which was built upon the sand.

This is a metaphor for life.  Jesus said that our lives can be compared to these two foundations.  The house built upon the rock can bear the storms of life and will not fall.  Of the house built upon the sand Jesus said, “Great was its fall” (v. 27).  It is tragic seeing someone’s house crumble under the pressure of a storm; much more so when their lives cannot withstand the pressures of life.

Clearly, we all want to live in the house built upon the rock.  We would all readily agree that a life built upon the rock means a life built upon Jesus.  So often, though, these ideas turn into platitudes.  We agree at a high level but what does it mean in practice, in real, everyday life?  Fortunately, Jesus answered this question.

“Everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to the wise man, who built his house upon the rock” (v. 24).  There are three distinct pieces to this statement: 1) a foundation built upon the rock, 2) the acts of the wise, and 3) how we handle Jesus’ words.

A wise person is the one who hears Jesus’ words.  We must put ourselves in the position to hear Jesus’ words spoken into our ears and our hearts.  Of course, this involves reading the Word for ourselves but I also hear Jesus saying for us to hear others speak his words.  We have many opportunities in the nations where most of us reside for Bible studies and to hear as many preachers as we want on either television or the internet.  The opportunities are there, we need only avail ourselves of them, and this is wisdom.

Jesus did not stop with his admonition that we hear his words though.  The next directive he gave us is the divider of people.  He said in order for us to have an unshakeable foundation such that we will be able to bear the storms, we must act upon his words.  Wouldn’t you say this is the real meat of the parable?  Think of it this way.  Jesus was a carpenter so let’s pretend we all attend his seminar on building a sturdy home.  He tells us all about the foundation and building upon rock instead of sand.  We all diligently take notes on every word he says.  Then we go home.  Some people take the notes and file them away.  Some people leave them right on their dining room table for weeks where they see them frequently but eventually, the notes get lost or discarded.  Then there are the few.  Those few actually take every piece of instructive advice Jesus gave at the seminar and apply them.  They build according to all Jesus has said.  These people end up with an unshakeable house and unshakeable faith while the rest of us wonder what makes them so special and why this works for them but not for us.  Didn’t we all hear the same Word?

Jesus has given us the wisdom of the Kingdom but in order for it to work in our lives, we must apply it.  He is not going to build the house for us, he is not going to force us to use his wisdom.  He gives freely but he will not take away our choices.  He has pointed out the way.  He has lit the path.  Let’s learn how to take his teachings and turn them into application rather than theology.  This is the way of the wise.

2554. Thursday, August 24, 2017


Custom Requires

Acts 15: 1

And some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”

What do you say about this teaching?  Is this teaching true, accurate?  How would you respond to the teachers?

This was a major point of contention in the early church and yet I believe that not one of you would buy into this ideology.  Salvation is in Jesus and his sacrifice and nothing else will do.  It seems to be human nature for us to try to earn the gift of salvation through some act of our own.  We may even raise the standard as we apply it to others.  There is something about us that requires a sacrifice or some outward demonstration of what Jesus has accomplished inside us.  Notice, though, that their requirement was a requirement of custom.  Our customs can kill us.

We call salvation a gift because it is free.  There is nothing, emphasis on nothing, any of us can do to earn even an iota of the grace which flows to us from the cross.  I have never been worthy and I never will do anything that makes me even a little bit worthy of all Jesus and the Father have done for me, EXCEPT believing in Christ.  Putting our lives in his hands and in his blood is the only thing that will ever make any of us worthy of any of the blessings of our Lord.  

I, for one, am happy that I never have to worry about earning anything or being worthy in any sense.  It was my unworthiness that brought Jesus to the earth.  I couldn’t even earn 25 seconds of blessing on my own and since that is the case, I can release all striving and anxiety and just be grateful for the unblemished lamb that God, my Father, sacrificed for me.  Jesus knew we could never earn even the slightest bit of the grace our Father longed to bestow upon us so he willingly shed his blood for us.  Isn’t that completely amazing?  Why would he give his life for creatures that could never attain even a nanosecond’s measure of worthiness?  It was because of love.  God so loved that He sent His only begotten (John 3: 16) and Jesus so loved that he gave himself for us.

Still, just like the teachers from today’s verse, man’s nature is to try to put conditions and requirements on the gift from God.  First, who is man that he should proclaim a condition for something God has done?  Second, it is an insult to the grace of God to suggest there is anything we need to do to obtain salvation.  If God and Jesus were unable to accomplish salvation, what can a human do?  How can we add anything to the blessing of salvation?  And if it is a gift, why should we have to do anything?  If I give you a present and then make you perform for it, it wasn’t free and it wasn’t a gift.  

I find it personally offensive for someone to suggest that there is anything we could or should do to affect salvation in our lives other than to receive it with gladness.  Paul and Barnabas were equally incensed.  They understood that freedom is free to us though it cost Yahweh and Jesus a great deal.  As long as we have to perform for salvation, then we will always have a hand in saving ourselves.  The effect is that to some degree, even if it is a small amount, we retain lordship of our lives.  That is one of the reasons God is the complete author of salvation, so that we will be free from having to be lords of our lives.  We can only be free when we completely release those responsibilities to Him.  So rejoice!  Your Father did all that needed doing for you to receive salvation.  There is no more striving, no more earning.  Just relax and accept the gift of the Lord.

2555. Friday, August 25, 2017


Functional Christianity

John 13:35

By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.

While at the Y this week, I shared a testimony with one of the instructors.  One of our talented director/instructors at the YMCA I go to got me involved with a class called “Body Pump.”  Recently I got to test the effectiveness of that class.  In hanging a painting for my mother, I held this 27-pound, 3 foot wide painting against the wall but over my head as she and a friend decided it need to go up a couple of inches and then to the left an inch, and then another inch.  I was pleased I was able to hold the painting while they determined where it should hang.  As I gave this testimony to one of the instructors who teaches Body Pump, she said that is what functional fitness is all about.  What a great term, functional fitness.  It means that we don’t just improve our appearance but that the muscles we exercise are actually able to perform for us in the real world.

The phrase, “Functional Christianity” popped into my mind immediately.  What would that be?  You see, I think many of us have slipped into a generation of what I call “Cultural Christianity.”  Cultural Christianity is that which has all of the form of Christianity but lacks much of the substance.  We adhere to the cultural mores of Christianity but we lack the power, the function.  We go to church every Sunday.  We listen to the sermon, sing the songs but much of what Jesus taught has lost its applied strength.  Our Christianity, and the exercise thereof, ought to make us stronger but increasingly we find that our modern Christianity is void.  We go through all the motions we have been taught yet when I think of the early church and the apostles it almost seems we are on the outside looking in.  This does not mean that we don’t love Jesus.  It simply means we have gotten bogged down in our culture and have lost our way.

The good news is that Jesus is the way.  Additionally, he sent us the Holy Spirit to teach and guide us so that we can get back on the right path.  The path Jesus marked for us is one of the Holy Spirit and fire.  We have to stir ourselves up again and ask for that which is missing.  We need to ask Jesus and he will show us how to live so that our Christianity has functional strength.  This is something we can do individually but the real power of it will be as we begin to move as a body.  Get a revelation and then share it with someone else.  Tap your friends and start a way.  Stir up your church.  Functional Christianity means that our spiritual muscles are toned and able to perform with strength, flexibility and fluidity.  We are spiritual athletes who must enter training so that we can win the race set before us.

I ask you to ponder what Functional Christianity is?  What would it look like in operation?  What would an entire congregation of functional fit Christians be like?  I am hungry to know.  I hope you are too.  As always, your comments and thoughts are very much welcome.  Now, go exercise!

2556. Monday, August 28, 2017


Take Heart

Luke 10: 19

Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
I have written to you recently about the authority of the church over the power of the enemy.  This is a delicate and somewhat perplexing topic but by writing to you about it I hope to encourage clarity or at least inspired consideration.  The problem is that as a body, we seem uncertain about our position relative to the devil.  Does he have any power?  Is he a defeated foe?  Why is there any Biblical discussion about “the enemy” since Jesus marched into hell and took the keys from Satan?

These are all very good questions and important ones.  If you actually have an enemy but are unaware that said enemy is plotting against you, then you are defenseless.  If you are conscious of the enemy, is it possible to give him too much credit and subsequently fall victim to another deception, that of chasing demons?  We are not naïve.  We know by now, and the scriptures inform us, that there is an enemy and his name is Satan.  He has been the enemy of humanity since the beginning.  The real question seems to be, what power and/or influence does he wield today?  The parallel question is, didn’t Jesus’ victory whip the devil forever?  Good question – glad you asked.

Today’s verse encapsulates the answer.  I will state it this way even though it is a bit of an overstatement, Jesus defeated the devil, but have you?  What I intend to imply is that Jesus has done his part but there is still something we must do in order for his victory to be effective in our lives.  Look again at today’s verse.  Jesus said he has given power to us.  Okay, that is easy enough to understand but why need he give power to us if he has already defeated the enemy?  He said, “nothing shall by any means hurt you.”  There is a huge assumption in this last statement though, the assumption being that we have employed the power he has given us.

Because of Jesus’ victory we too can stand victorious against the devil.  Too many of us believe, erroneously, that Jesus’ victory gives us a free pass.  That is to say, sometimes we think we do not have to do anything in order to live the triumphant life Jesus won for us.  I thought the same thing as a young person.  I thought being a Christian meant that I should live a, relatively, care free, trouble free life.  Well, I learned better and frankly, that belief is not even scriptural.  Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble,” (John 16: 33).  That is a clear statement of fact.  However, that is not the end of the story and here is where Jesus’ triumph over Satan comes in.  The end of John 16: 33 records Jesus saying, “But take heart! I have overcome the world.”  In other words, yes, the world will bring you trouble and you will be troubled all the days of your life UNLESS you apply Jesus’ overcoming power.  Jesus said being “in him” is the victory that overcomes the world.  This is the key point we must come to understand.  Jesus won the victory for us but it is we who must overcome using that which he has provided.  In him is peace, perfect peace.  So take heart and use all that Jesus won for you.

2557. Tuesday, August 29, 2017

Gospel Boots

Romans 8:37
 (NIV)

In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

In 2002, I went through a terrible time.  It was months’ worth of crazy challenges.  Just one of the situations I had to deal with was three car accidents in as many weeks.  Then there were the big national banks whose checks to the Law Firm bounced.  It went on and on like this, one thing after another.  Then my pastor reminded me of Isaiah 54: 17 which reads, “No weapon that is formed against you shall prosper.”  

That was the beginning of my breakthrough.  I needed to be reminded that Jesus had made a way for me to overcome this turmoil.  I began to recall the Word to my mind and mouth.  It was if a ray of light broke through the darkness and all I had to do was follow it.  Then I was able to open wide the crack through which that light shown and my life resurrected out of the chaos.  

Now don’t get me wrong.  I am not saying that I saved me but in remembering what Jesus had already done for me I was able to stand against the storms that were battering my life.  I didn’t have to stand there and get battered by the storms, I had the rock and as soon as I began standing on the rock again, those storms had nothing for me and they went away.  It is just as amazing and exciting looking back on it as it was then.  I took quite a beating until I realized that my Father and my Jesus were well able to protect me and to defeat every weapon the enemy sent against me.  I don’t know, but it seems like the devil just realized he couldn’t get at me any longer so, as he did Jesus, he left me for a more opportune time (Luke 4: 13).  I am not saying I am bullet proof, I just have a clearer understanding of Jesus’ victory in my life and that I don’t have to tolerate the devil’s shenanigans.  Now it is a matter of applying what I have learned.

It is a difficult paradigm to grasp in its fullness.  There is a balance which must be struck between understanding that Jesus has already defeated the devil and knowing what we must do in order to live in that victory.  It almost seems like it should be one or the other.  If Jesus beat the devil, why do we have to fight at all.  Here is an illustration that may help.

If you sue someone and win your case the Judge will enter a judgment in your favor.  That judgment represents the victory.  However, until the order is executed, it makes no practical impact.  You have a judgment in your favor the minute the judge rules but the effect of it is not immediate.  It will be of little or no value if not executed.  This is the way it is with Jesus’ victory.  You already have a judgment against the devil.  You have an order entered in your favor against every one of his tricks, attacks or fiery missiles.  However, if you do not enforce, or ask the authorities to enforce, your rights under the order then there is little practical effect.  

We have the victory.  Jesus already won it for us but we must hold that order up in the devil’s face and refuse him access to our lives.  We have the choice whether to enforce the judgment or not.  If we do not, the devil will run all over us.  This is why knowing the truth is so important.  Once you know that he does not have any legal authority over you, then you can push back and resist him.  When you resist, he will flee as he did with Jesus and as he did even with me.  You have to know your authority though.  When you do, you are the overcomer Jesus gave you the right to be.  

There is no demon or devil in hell that can overcome the blood of Jesus and you knowing that is the power of Christ in you.  Overcoming the schemes of the devil is a partnership between you and Jesus, as is everything else.  So, put on your armor.  Shine up your gospel boots and stand against the schemes of the devil. Put him to flight because the one who is in you, already won.  Yahoo!

2558. Wednesday, August 30, 2017



Bind and Loose

Matthew 16: 19

I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven’ and whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

When it comes to spiritual warfare, I wonder if any verse has given people more trouble than this one.  Jesus gives us freedom, power and authority.  We just need to understand how to use the tools he has given us.

You have probably heard a lot of discussion about binding and loosing.  People have spent a lot of time and prayer binding the devil.  The prayer ends up sounding something like this, “Devil, I bind you in the name of Jesus.”  I don’t have a problem with that prayer but today I want to show you a much more practical and even more effective way to put this verse into practice in your life.  

Binding and loosing has as much to do with lifestyle actions and words as it does prayer.  In truth, I think it has more to do with our everyday, real-world life than our prayer life.  Allow me to demonstrate this with a very simple illustration.  Almost every day we are presented with choices about how we use our mouths.  We live in a culture which treats lying as permissible.  Our Father, on the other hand, has made it abundantly clear that He does not accept lying.  In fact, two of the ten commandments have to do with telling the truth.  Truth is a big deal to Him and we are even told that Jesus is the truth (John 14: 6).  We also have been taught that Satan is the father of lies (John 8: 44).  So, with that as the back drop, let’s consider a hypothetical Christian.  We’ll call him HC.  If HC tells a lie, would you suppose he has bound or loosed the devil?  That’s a pretty easy question, isn’t it?  We can pray until we are blue faced, binding the devil up and down but if we, like HC, turn around and choose lies over truth, we have effectively chosen the devil over Jesus.  Do you see that?  Jesus is the truth; Satan is the father of lies.  We make a choice when we elevate falsehood and deception rather than valuing the truth.

Okay, let’s look at another example.  If HC sits down tonight and sends a check to a ministry, what forces has he loosed?  Which has he bound?  Perhaps today at work HC has the opportunity to show kindness.  We know that our Father is kindness.  So, if HC expresses kindness, what will he loose?  

Prayer is a good thing, of course but your life is your testimony before Christ.  If your words and acts reveal Christ in you, then you automatically hinder the machinations of the devil.  When we are self-centered, self-absorbed, unkind, and show no value for truth, then we loose and empower the forces of those values and bind the forces of good.  

It really is simple and easy to bind and loose the forces of good or evil when you understand these illustrations.  Spiritual warfare does not have to be difficult or weird.  We just pattern our lives after Jesus and that gives strength to the ministering spirits.  Acting and speaking like people of the world rather than as people of The Spirit, empowers the forces that seek to wreak havoc in our lives.  It confounds and frustrates our prayer lives such that it makes our prayers of little effect.  Like HC, we pray for one outcome but then we fuel the engine of the opposite.  It’s like pulling for one team to win yet giving the opposing team every advantage.  Old HC will find that if he will clean up his mouth and put on the personality traits of God, life will go much better.

2559. Thursday, August 31, 2017


Choices

John 14: 30

I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me; but that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, even so I do.

Who killed Jesus?  Some people say the Jews, other argue the Romans while the best answer may be you and me.  However, the right answer is no one.  Jesus gave up his spirit.  He gave his life on the cross.  The Jews tried many times to take him but he would disappear and they were never able to lay their hands on him.  Jesus tells us in this verse that because he loves the Father and because the Father commanded him, he, Jesus chose the cross.  He gave up his life out of his love for the Father, his devotion to God’s commands, but also so that all the world would see and know this love which changes the world.  He sowed his life into this world so that all would see and would have the means to turn to God and be saved.  What a choice.

I want you to see one other thing in today’s verse.  Jesus was clear on his position with the Father.  He also knew, without any doubt, that Yahweh is the benevolent Father.  Jesus’ belief in the Father’s love and in His power never faltered.  However, he was also cognizant of another authority, the ruler of the world.  He was talking about Satan and though Satan had legal authority Jesus says, plainly, “he has nothing in Me.”  You’ve got to love that.  

This goes along well with yesterday’s Word of the Day.  We get to choose whose back yard we play in.  Jesus knew Satan had nothing in him because all the days of his life he served his father and his father alone.  Jesus had to deal with hardships, he battled temptation but he knew that, although Satan had authority, position and even some power, he could not exercise any of it over Jesus because Jesus was founded in God.  Yahweh was (and is) Jesus’ fortress.  He is Jesus’ strength and the authority that Jesus has in the Father trumps anything Satan ever threw at Jesus.  Sure, Jesus had to fight temptation.  He resisted to the point of sweating blood but his Father empowered him for just such a stand of faith.  Jesus exercised his partnership with the Father and he was always victorious.  And, that is another way we know that Jesus gave his life rather than anyone taking it from him.  No one could take his life because he was in the Father and the Father in him and they are an unbeatable pair.

Now the story gets even better.  We have the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  If we work with them and connect with their life within us, we can have the same power partnership that saw Jesus through the toughest of times.  Really, we have an even more powerful union because we have Jesus in addition to the Father.  All of the power of the trinity resides within us right now.  There is nothing we need that we do not already have.  The trick is for us to learn to work with the Trinity the way Jesus did with the Father.  

Are you rejoicing yet?  The power of the Father, the glory of the Son and the creative energy of the Spirit are intertwined with your spirit right now.  I want you to practice feeling your spirit.  You know how to check your body.  You know how to check your emotions.  We need to be experts at connecting with our spirits.  What is going on in your gut right now, non-biologically?  What sensation is right behind your belly button?  Do you feel peace, anxiety, rushed?  When you have that sense of inner calm, how does that feel?  Can you sense your spirit?  Get accustomed to checking your spirit routinely and then branch out into the interwoven presence of the Holy Trinity within you.  This is your power source.  This is the boardroom of the partnership.  You will feel the Lord within you and you will hear his voice.  The more you hear his voice within you, the easier it will be to navigate all of life’s adventures.  

2560. Friday, September 1, 2017


Inextricably Intertwined

John 15: 5

I am the vine, you are the branches.

In yesterday’s Word of the Day I used the words interwoven and intertwined.  I want to share with you, today, the basis for those words and why they are relevant to any discussion of Christians and Christian life.

Jesus describes us as branches of himself.  That is a really powerful statement if you think about it.  In fact, I think you could hang out in John 15 for quite a while gleaning the depth of meaning in it.  Today’s verse is also part of the inspiration for the logo for Ivey Ministries.  Being a Christian means being a part of Jesus and he being an integral part of you.  I imagine an Ivy vine twining itself around a tree.  Have you ever attempted to pull the Ivy from the tree?  I am sure you found that the Ivy had intertwined itself with the tree.  It is not readily removed from the tree.  I like to see how the Ivy interlaces itself among the branches of the tree, its leaves comingling with the leaves of the tree.  Inevitably the tree and the Ivy become so intertwined that it is hard to tell one from the other.  The longer the Ivy abides with the tree, the harder it becomes to extricate it from the tree.  There is another verse which eludes to this type of interconnectedness with the Lord.  It is Isaiah 40: 31.  It is the verse which is on the home page of the Ivey Ministries website.  The God’s Word translation reads this way, “The strength of those who wait with hope in the Lord will be renewed.”  I like that translation.  Another says, “Those who trust in the Lord will renew their strength” (Christian Standard Bible).  The NIV says that the strength of the Lord is for those who “hope” in the Lord.  The reason you see all these variations in the verse is because the word and the idea contained herein is complex and rich in meaning.  At its base, one of the keywords in the definition is “intertwined.”  This is at the heart of our ministry.  I would, therefore, communicate Isaiah 40: 31 this way, “Those who are intertwined with the Lord will renew their strength.”

I would like to help you become so integrated, so intertwined with the Lord that it is difficult to discern where one of you begins and the other ends.  In fact, the amalgamation of you and Jesus can be so complete that there is no end to either of you but rather where one of you exists, there, also is the other.  Everywhere you go, there is Jesus.  Every word you say, Jesus speaks.  Wouldn’t that be great?  Every thought he has, you hear.  Every desire of your heart or his, is shared completely between you.  His life and light flow through your veins and strengthens every cell of your body and illuminates your mind.  You will understand the deep things of God and see beyond the constraints of humanity.  There is an entire universe for you and Jesus to share and explore together with no bonds to restrain you.  When you hear me talking about intertwining, this is what I am thinking of.  This is the vision and the goal.  

2561. Monday, September 4, 2017



Labor Day

1 Timothy 5: 18

The laborer is worthy of his wages.

Happy Labor Day everyone.  I hope you are enjoying the holiday.  As you celebrate, consider all the people whose contributions add value to your life.  It is so easy to overlook people’s roles in society and not value them until they are gone.  Let us make an effort to show people how much what they do matters to us.

Have a great day and spread it around.

2562. Tuesday, September 5, 2017


Fruit Club

John 15: 16

You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you.

I, just like every other minister of the gospel, revel in sharing the Good News.  We all want to hear how Jesus’ life and sacrifice will improve the quality of our lives.  We are also living in an age of self-interest almost to the point of self-absorption.  What this means for ministers is that the message people want to hear is how Jesus helps them.  The question we have attempted to answer is, “What is in Christianity for me?”  Today’s verse functionally turns that question on its head because Jesus made it clear, in this statement, that it isn’t all about me.  This is an uncomfortable and harsh reality for some of us but for others of you, this is a higher form of truth and reality and one that you embrace avidly.  

Too often we get the cart before the horse but if we spend time with this verse, pondering the fullness of its message we find rich revelation.  Jesus makes clear that the Father will do whatever you ask of Him when you approach Him through Jesus.  However, that is the second part of the equation.  The first part is that He choose you.  We all think we chose Jesus, almost like we graced him with our acceptance of him.  We fill even our salvation through him with arrogance as if we were some prize worthy of winning.  We weren’t.  There is nothing in us that makes us worthy of anything EXCEPT the Father’s love for us.  His love for us has clothed us in the worthiness that Jesus won for us.  The only thing we did was to accept this garment of blessed grace.

Secondly, Jesus points out that there is a reason for choosing us.  Sadly, it isn’t because we are so wonderful, wise and beautiful.  We have a purpose and he appointed us for this purpose, that we should bear much fruit.  There is also a consequence for not fulfilling our purpose. “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He (the Father) takes away” (John 15: 2).  

I want to preach just the part of the verse that says the Father will do everything we ask in Jesus’ name but that would be a miscarriage of my duties to you and to the Father.  The truth is what equips you and not just the candy-coated version.  When you understand the Father’s love and Jesus’ sacrifice you also appreciate that everything they tell us to do benefits us.  Yahweh’s love is pervasive but it is not egotistical nor meant to train you to be a spoiled, arrogant child.  He wants to raise you into the vision He has of you as a mature partner in His kingdom.

The natural consequence of bearing good fruit is abundant harvest.  People spend many words and thought trying to figure out the purpose of life when it has been “hidden” right here in plain sight for thousands of years.  Your purpose and mine is to bear good fruit.  As we do, the Father multiplies our seeds so that a bountiful crop is always maturing in our back yards.  Christianity was never meant to be a “Bless Me” club.  It is a service organization.  It turns out, though, that the way to the blessings was always through service.  

I want you blessed and happy.  I desire that your basket overflow continually.  So, go serve someone else.  Think about what others may need or what you could do for them.  Start at home and at work. What could you do today for your mother?  How about your spouse?  Maybe your next door neighbor would love just to have a visit or take your mechanic a glass of tea.  Do you have doorman in your building?  There are people around you all day who need to see Jesus’ fruit.  You are the branches on his vine.  Bear much good fruit.

2563. Wednesday, September 6, 2017

Commanding Presence

John 15: 17

This I command you, that you love one another.  

I may have mistyped today’s verse.  Shouldn’t that read, “I encourage you to love one another” or “I suggest you love one another?” And yet, I looked it up in a bunch of translations and all of them say “command.”  What happened to the gentle, kind Jesus or is it that we sometimes forget he is Lord.  

Good things flow to us when we obey the Lord and he always has our best interests at heart.  However, it seems to me that his giving us a command ought to be reason enough to do it.  Where does reasoning fit in?  Is there any room to question this directive?  

Jesus is our big brother and our best friend.  That does not negate his lordship though and I think we sometimes forget that he is Lord and king.  We have been given a high status in the kingdom of God and we praise God for that but it would not hurt us to revisit Jesus as Lord.  We worship him but lordship also demands obedience.  Every word out of Jesus’ mouth is to be obeyed.  I can tell you that his words are life and that it serves you well to obey him for that reason but I do not wish for us to lose sight of Jesus as Lord and master.  

Every knee will bow before the Lord Jesus.  He is to be lifted up.  Yes, talk to him as your big brother.  Giggle with him as your best friend but also praise him, worship him and above all obey him because he is Lord and because he is worthy.  He takes his responsibility seriously and we are wise to remember that we owe him service and obedience.

2564. Thursday, September 7, 2017


Love Law

Romans 13: 10

Love does no wrong to a neighbor, love therefore is the fulfillment of the law.

If Paul is right and love is the fulfillment of the law, then we ought to know this verse by heart.  Interestingly, I don’t really hear this verse bantered around very much.  Paul derived this teaching directly from Jesus’ “One Commandment” message.  Jesus gave us a new commandment, that we love one another, knowing that it would fulfill all the requirements of the law.  Paul synthesizes that idea for us in today’s verse.

Love is a high hurdle.  There are people we don’t like but God requires us to love them anyway.  What does that really mean?  How can you love someone you don’t like?  Well, liking them may mean that you want to spend time with them, that you enjoy their company.  Love means regardless of their personality or behaviors, you still want all God’s best for them.  You pray for their salvation, blessing, etc.  You are going to be tested when your prayers succeed though, so be warned.  God will bless them because of you even if they don’t do anything worthy of his blessing.  That is how He is.  You might choke a little when they begin being blessed because you have stood in the gap for them for a long time.  It’s okay.  Just enjoy knowing your prayers are honored in God’s throne room.

This verse should be a lesson for every avenue of life.  It applies to governments and diplomacy.  It applies in businesses.  It applies in every organization.  Love never does any harm to another.  There is a better way for you to succeed than to step on another human being or their business.  We don’t succeed on the backs of other people.  We succeed on eagle’s wings.  That is the love principle and I tell you the truth, there is no power in the universe stronger than love.  

Keep today’s verse in mind.  Memorize it perhaps and let it guide all of your human interactions.

2565. Friday, September 8, 2017

Chill Pill

Titus 3: 9

But shun foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law; for they are unprofitable and worthless.

Don’t you love how Paul minces words?  This letter is to Titus who is one of the pastors trained by Paul for the work of the Gospel.  Paul tells him plainly not to get involved in quarrels over the law because those arguments are worthless.  

I believe, very strongly, that at the end of the day, we are all congregations of one.  By that I mean that there may well be no other person on earth who believes exactly the same way you do on every single question of the Bible, doctrine and theology.  But . . . who cares?  God has called us into unity despite our differences in opinions and Paul teaches us that controversies over these differences are foolish.  The word “silly” keeps coming to my mind.  Some of you have heard me say this before but I imagine us all getting to heaven, running up the Father and laying our arguments before Him in a demand to know who is right.  I can see Him shake His head sympathetically as He tells us we were all wrong.  

That image helps me to remember not to judge another.  I love to seek answers and I love to delve into the deep things but Paul said another thing that really speaks to this problem of unity or division over the things of God.  He wrote, “For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2: 2).  This is the point of agreement and this is where we should hang our hats.  Let there be consensus among us to agree upon that which we agree upon and give one another room to receive further instruction and revelation from God about everything else.  You may think I am wrong about something.  Okay.  We are both learning and growing and how we think today, hopefully, is not exactly how we will think next year.  I intend for us all to be more mature and further along in our Christian walk by then.

If one of your friends has a very divergent view from you about something in the Bible, it’s okay.  Their theology is not going to send you to hell so don’t worry about it.  Pray for God to pour out new revelation upon you both and He will.  And here is the kicker, they just may be right.  If so, God will teach you when you are ready.  Neither being right nor being wrong is a reason for division.  Neither gives us license to judge the other person.  Moreover, someone else’s beliefs aren’t going to condemn you.  Only your beliefs condemn you.  

So, relax.  Take a chill pill.  Resolve to agree on Jesus as Lord and King.  Determine to celebrate the life of our beloved.  I think you will find that when you do, a lot of that other stuff just isn’t as important anymore.

2566. Monday, September 11, 2017


Be Found

Luke 15: 25

He was lost and has been found.

At spin class today our instructor played a song in which the lyric said, “I didn’t know I was lost.”  I wondered how much that describes our Christian salvation.  Did we realize how lost we were before Jesus found us?  I think that even as I continue to grow closer to the Father that I realize how lost I was.  I don’t know that I thought I was lost though.

The interesting part of this being or feeling lost is that I was actually “saved” in that I had given my life to Jesus.  I called him my Lord.  This is why the Word says, “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 2: 12).  Even after our initial surrender to Christ, there is so much more for us to work out.  We get one area resolve only to discover there is another area of our lives where we are lost in the fog.  At first, we don’t even realize we are wandering around in the tall weeds.  Then, there is a moment of clarity in which we see the truth of our situation.  In that moment we have a choice.  Sometimes we are embarrassed by our weakness and wish to hide from the truth.  That is a normal reaction, I think, but also one, which if embraced, leads to failure rather than growth.  In the moment of our epiphany if we will allow ourselves the right to be on the grow rather than demanding perfection of ourselves, we can choose to let Father help us.  Together we can work out our salvation in that area.

Right now, in this very moment, there may be an area where you still feel lost.  That’s okay.  Jesus sent the Holy Spirit for just such a moment as this.  It could also be the case that you are lost and don’t even realize it.  A simple prayer asking Jesus to find you in any way you are lost will resolve that problem.  We all wander around at times but wise is the person who realizes it and seeks “the way” and you are wise.  Reach out to Jesus and allow him to shine light upon your path.  Let him lead you into all truth.  Be found!

2567. Tuesday, September 12, 2017


Foot Apparel

Ephesians 6: 14 -15

Stand firm therefore, having . . . shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace.

I wrote a devotional recently titled “Gospel Boots.”  In that devotional I wrote about spiritual warfare and how you are well able to overcome all the schemes of the enemy.  I used the term Gospel Boots as a reference to this passage from Ephesians.  Today I wish to elucidate on that term and why I think it is important to your life.

By using the term Gospel Boots I intended to put you in remembrance of putting on your shoes of the gospel of peace.  Visually I could see us in the trenches of warfare where we would wear boots.  These boots are special though, they are the boots of the Kingdom, they are Gospel Boots.  Moreover, when we wear our battle boots, we are protected and we are always able to stand firm.  The reason why these boots afford us tremendous victory is because of an oft overlooked word in verse 15; preparation.

By now you know that the gospel of peace is the Word of God which, besides being the written Word, is also Jesus, himself, and every word he ever speaks.  So, here is the key.  If you want to stand firm, if you want your shiny gospel boots, and absolutely if you are endeavoring to don them, then you must pay heed to the word preparation because it is your preparation in the gospel that empowers you.  

All of the words of these two verses are meaningful and intentional.  You will stand firm and be victorious; you will stand and enjoy peace when you have prepared yourself in the Word.  Paul didn’t say it was only through peace, nor only through preparation, nor even only through the gospel that you will overcome in the evil day.  He said that you are to put on your shoes of preparation in the gospel of peace.  Jesus teaches and the Holy Spirit leads us to peace.  You don’t even have to fight when you understand this.  You can simply stand.  The Word will give you strength.  It insulates you from the world because it is the substance between your feet and the earth.  Your boots protect you and give you firm purchase, even upon slippery ground.  They will prevent you from making a misstep and turning your ankle because they are reinforced with truth.  So, as I wrote in the “Gospel Boots” devotional “Shine up your gospel boots and stand against the schemes of the devil. Put him to flight because the one who is in you, already won.”  

2568. Wednesday, September 13, 2017


Name of Shame

Mathew 16: 23

But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.”

This is an interesting passage.  Jesus had just blessed Peter because Peter, in listening to the voice of God within him, received the revelation that Jesus was the Christ.  Then just a couple of verses later, Jesus called him Satan.  Why did he do so and what did he mean by it?

As you know, Satan was once known as Lucifer.  He was the beautiful angel and his name reflected how he shone like the morning sun.  Unfortunately, his beauty went to his head and he led a revolution against God.  He was cast out of heaven and his name was changed to Satan.

In Hebrew, a name is not just a name.  A person’s name reflects his, or her, essential character.  You will have noticed many people whose names were changed, the most obvious being Peter and Paul.  When Satan was cast down, he was no longer the bright, shining, beautiful angel he once was.  His character overcame his appearance and his new name reflects this character.  The name Satan means to be against.  Some other words found in the Strong’s Concordance are: to lurk, persecute, oppose self against, to attack, accuse, to be an adversary, resist.  Satan is further described by Strong as the arch enemy of good, an opponent.  All these words describe Satan’s character and actions.  Some are recognizable from other scriptures as in Revelation 12: 10 where he is called the accuser of the brethren.  Peter warned that Satan is our adversary (1 Peter 5: 8).

So why would Jesus call Peter by this less than favorable title?  Peter meant to be a blessing to Jesus but in rebuking him, Jesus said, “You are standing against me and against my purposes.”  Peter would have known the meaning behind the word “satan.”  Being Jewish, he understood that Jesus wasn’t renaming him but rather showing him that his ideas opposed Jesus’ purpose.  Peter didn’t understand the big picture at that time and he was not on the same page with God’s interests.  

Satan opposes everything about God.  It is another way we know that God is good because Satan opposes everything that is good.  His entire desire is to stand against anything that is Godly.  He is never in agreement with God at any moment.  There is no darkness in light for when the light comes, the darkness flees.  There is no light in darkness.  These two stand as polar opposites. Where there is opposition to God’s design, there is satanic influence, meaning against and opposing God’s plan.  Peter temporarily stood against God’s plan and Jesus called him on it.  Jesus showed him the way and Peter chose to follow Jesus.  That is what we must all do.  Choose to align yourself with God’s plan even when it does not make sense to your reasoning mind.  In the end, you will see the wisdom of God’s design and you will be glad you chose “the way.”

2569. Thursday, September 14, 2017

Wise Counsel

James 3: 17

But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy,

Learning to hear and recognize the voice of God is a skill and like all skills, it can be learned.  One of the questions I am asked most frequently is, “How do I know that I hear is God speaking?”  That is a good question.  Brother James gives us a good response today.  If what you hear in your head (or heart) contradicts any of the godly characteristics he lists above, then it is not God.  When you ask God for advice and/or wisdom, He will always answer with pure, peaceable, reasonable, merciful, unwavering, non-hypocritical answers which are full of good fruit.  One caveat, however.  What God tells us does not always sound reasonable to our human minds but when you look at it through the eyes of the Spirit, you will see the reasons for it.

You can extrapolate a bit further with this advice from James.  What if you have asked another person for advice or wisdom?  Run whatever they say through this machine.  If it does not pass the test of James 3: 17, then it is not “wisdom from above.”

Okay, now take it even one step further.  What if a person runs a business in which its guiding principles are not as enumerated above?  It does not mean the owner is not a Christian but it does mean that God’s wisdom is not being employed in that business.  We are all on a learning curve so don’t judge the owner.  They, perhaps, have just not learned how to run a business in partnership with God yet.  However, you should ask yourself if it is a business you are comfortable aligning yourself with.  And, if you really want to hear something radical, watch all of the businesses you deal with.  You may actually find a non-Christian who employs more of God’s wisdom than the Christian.  

James told us that we are to ask God for wisdom and that the Lord gives it freely (1: 5).  Now you know how to check it to determine if it really is wisdom from above.

2570. Friday, September 15, 2017


Forget Me Not

Isaiah 17: 10 – 11


NIV
You have forgotten God your Savior; you have not remembered the Rock, your fortress.  Therefore, though you set out the finest plants . . . yet the harvest will be as nothing.  

This is a very good commentary on how to run our business, how to operate in our lives, and indeed how to function in every area of life.  The seeds of failure are sown when we ignore the God of the Harvest.  Let’s look at how we avoid this ruin.

You may have been taught to dedicate things to the Lord.  That is a good first step.  What should be dedicated?  Everything; your home, car, business, job, recreation, family, relationships, etc.  Literally everything should be placed on the altar as you dedicate its function and purpose to the Lord.  Putting these things in the Lord’s hands, giving them to Him, gives Him permission to function therein.  Let us not stop there.

As you see from today’s verse dedicating your job or your business to the Lord is not the end.  Many have done so but promptly forgotten Him.  He has a role in your business.  He has a function.  If you cut Him out, it will be to your detriment.  Think about it.  What is the incentive in cutting Him out of the operation.  Does He require a paycheck?  Does He ask for a raise every year?  You should be tithing on all business income already.  The raise He gets is when He causes your business to prosper and His 10% gets larger.

Christians fail because after they dedicate themselves and their businesses to the Lord, they subsequently forget about Him or they just have not figured out how to incorporate the Lord and His wisdom into every day operations.  So, we need practical advice on how to keep God in the middle of your business life.

One of the clearest ways to do that is to communicate with Him about your business.  This necessarily means that you will need to have developed the skill of hearing His voice.  If you lack confidence in this area, you can search the Word of the Day on our website for voice of God.  You will find a number of articles which will help you in this regard.  Also, check out The Four Keys to Hearing God’s Voice by Dr. Mark Virkler (www.cwgministries.org).  He teaches a simple way to develop your inner ear such that you can hear God’s voice anytime you choose to.

Then, make it your daily habit to spend some time with the Lord before you begin your day.  You don’t have to spend two hours travailing over what to do.  Just have a cup of coffee with the Lord as you would any business partner.  Discuss ideas, plans and necessary tasks.  Check in during the day with Him for any further wisdom He may share.  It is that easy.  Just don’t forget Him.  Don’t forget that He is your partner and is willing to be with you all day long.  Keep God in your thoughts and in your business and your harvest will be plentiful; more than you can contain.

2571. Monday, September 18, 2017


Enjoy

1 Timothy 6: 17

Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.

Will you let me just gloat and praise God today?  I had a marvelous day yesterday.  I was supposed to go to the beach this week but just couldn’t work out my schedule.  So, my consolation prize was to get to take my mountain bike out for a ride yesterday.  I haven’t ridden my mountain bike in a long time.

I began with a picnic lunch seated next to the river.  The birds frolicked about as the river serenaded us with its gentle tune.  The weather was perfect and some of the trees beginning to lose their leaves.  I love riding through the forest in the rain of falling leaves.  

As I began to ride, there was a gentle fall breeze.  I was exultant in the beauty, the weather and how good it felt to pedal that bike.  It felt good to breathe, as if I had not breathed in days.  The world slowed down for a little while and the peace of the Lord reigned supreme.  My legs felt powerful as I pushed the bike down the cinder path.  It was an experience of sheer delight.

I wish I could tell you that I had some amazing revelation while I was out there or that God spoke in my ear the whole time, but, He was uncharacteristically quiet.  None the less, it was so clear that He was with me and that this was the day the Lord had designed for me.  

It was a time of enjoyment; a time the Father gave me to enjoy all the good things He has done for me and the many things He has provided purely for my enjoyment.  We had a wonderful day together and though I was tired, I was also surprisingly refreshed by the experience.  I found a new place for the Father and I to meet in the pictures of my mind.  By the way, when you find those beautiful places by the river, in the mountains or at the beach, take a picture of where you and Jesus sit so that when you get home you can revisit that spot together in your mind.  

So, I have no great epiphanies to give you today, no sage advice.  I have only an insight.  We have heard it said that sometimes you have to stop and smell the roses.  That is so true but sometimes the roses are a bike ride in the mountains, along one of the oldest rivers in the world, which actually flows north instead of south.  God has created all these wonders for us to enjoy so enjoy them and give Him thanks.  And just think, if He would create all that just for your simple enjoyment, what else will He do?

2572. Tuesday, September 19, 2017


Blessed and Blessing

Ephesians 1: 3 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.

There is so much good news in this passage that it is overflowing.  First, it is good news just to hear that God has blessed us.  He has given us His blessing in Christ.  I think of a priest blessing a person and then apply that to God performing a blessing over each and every one of us.  The thought of it brings a good feeling to your heart.

As we look at the blessing He gave us the news only gets better.  God blessed us with every spiritual blessing that exists in heaven.  In other words, He gave us every blessing He has.  Do you want to shout yet?  Not yet, okay, apply Jesus’ prayer to God’s blessing, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6: 10).  Jesus knew the blessing that was upon us by the Father’s will and he prayed and taught us to pray that the father’s will would be fulfilled on the earth just like it is in heaven.  Think of it this way, if you think heaven is a wonderful place, perfect even, then Jesus’ prayer means for us to have that same heavenly outcome here on earth.  That is exciting!  

Some people might get hung up on the wording of today’s verse because it says that God has blessed us with every “spiritual” blessing and subsequently think that is limiting language.  Well, it’s not.  Everything physical had to be birthed spiritually first.  Even your job and your paycheck are spiritual blessings.  Everything the Father touches is spiritual.  Therefore, when He blessed you with every spiritual blessing that means He blessed you with all good things.  

Let us not lose the genesis of this verse though.  Paul writes, “Blessed be God.”  Do you see that?  Paul revealed that God, the Father, has already blessed us with every spiritual thing in the heavenly places but Paul blessed God in his present moment.  Apparently, we humans have the capacity to bless God.  Wow!  You can bless God.  What an awesome privilege!  And what power we have that we can bless the Lord.  Today is a good day to bless the Lord, our God and Father.  You know how so enjoy being a blessing to the Father today.

2573. Wednesday, September 20, 2017

Wax Seals

Ephesians 1: 13 - 14

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation – having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.

I know that was a lot of text to take in so we will focus on parts of it.  The first thing I want you to see is the companion word to the Holy Spirit.  Paul calls him the Spirit of promise.  If you look up all the references to the Holy Spirit in the Bible you will find that he is often linked with the word promise and this is not the only place he is called the Spirit of promise.

Way back in the Old testament times, God promised the Holy Spirit (see Joel 2: 28).  He wasn’t the only one to promise us the gift of the Holy Spirit.  In John 16: 7 Jesus said that it was to our advantage that he leave because in leaving he could and would send to us the Holy Spirit.  So, the Holy Spirit has been promised you by both the Father and the Son.  Now, some people say that receiving the Holy Spirit is automatic.  Maybe but I have noticed that the gifts of the Father are not automatic.  We have to reach out and receive them.  Receiving anything from the Father is an intentional act.  Regardless of your position on that argument the end is the same.  If you have any doubt as to whether you have received the promise of the Holy Spirit, all you have to do is ask the Father and reach out, by faith, or in faith, and receive.  God is not withholding the Spirit from you.  In the same message to the disciples Jesus said, “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it (John 14: 14).  So the promise is for you and receiving the promises of God are as easy and reaching out to Jesus, believing he will give what you ask.

I also want you to see from this passage that you are “sealed” in someone.  Who is that someone?  It is Jesus.  You are sealed in Jesus and the Holy Spirit is the sealant.  Often, when I hear about seals I think of the old timey was seals people used for letters and documents.  Imagine, if you will, an envelope.  On the back of the envelope there is a seal of red wax and in the center is the insignia of the one who sealed the envelope.  The envelope is Jesus.  The was seal bears the initials “HS” and the content of the envelope, well, that is you.  You are sealed in Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Nothing can break that seal.  That is powerful imagery to me.  We are completely enveloped in the loving, protective embrace of Jesus with the Holy Spirit making an impenetrable barrier from the outside world.  

Paul’s writing can be convoluted and sometimes a bit difficult.  Afterall, he was trained as a lawyer.   However, I also believe he chose his words selectively, but not only that.  He wrote under the unction of the Holy Spirit so when he wrote that we were sealed in Jesus by the Holy Spirit of promise, I think he used those specific words in order to reveal important elements of our life IN Christ.  Sometimes you have to meditate on Paul’s writings for the meanings to become apparent but it is so worth it.

2574. Thursday, September 21, 2017

Inheritance

Ephesians 3: 14

Who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.

This is the follow up verse to yesterday’s Word of the Day.  There was so much contained in the two verses that I had to split them apart.  Yesterday we discovered that we are sealed in Jesus by the Holy Spirit.  Today we find that this Spirit was given to us as a pledge.  When you look up the word “pledge” you find that it means “a solemn promise.”  We learned yesterday that the Holy Spirit himself is a promise.  Now we discover that he is also the pledge, the symbol of another promise.  God has given us a pledge that we are His heirs, that we have an inheritance in Him.  

Normally I think of an inheritance only being effective when someone dies.  In this case, the Father cannot die but He gave everything to Jesus then we became Jesus’ heirs at the cross.  We are heirs to everything God has and the Holy Spirit was given as the solemn promise that we have an inheritance in Christ.

Paul also points to redemption.  His writing tells us that we are the heirs of God in Christ Jesus but upon the view from our window also looks out upon redemption as God’s own possession, as His beloved.  In this understanding of who we are in Christ, heirs of his bounty and the redeemed that we offer praise to the Father for the Glory He has shown us and for the radiance of His son shining upon us bathing us in the Father’s glory eternally.  Did you notice, though, that redemption is not our inheritance?  Paul in writing about a pledge given in evidence of our inheritance says, “with a view to the redemption.”  

In the limited scope of our thinking redemption is enough.  However, to God it is only the means to the other and greater things He has for us.  It is a means by which we can enjoy the inheritance He has set aside for us.  That is pretty big.  Apparently, we are not beggars sitting at the castle gates waiting for crumbs to be cast in our direction.  We are, in fact, God’s inheritance.  We are what he gained through Jesus’ sacrifice.  The trade has been made on our behalf and on God’s.  Jesus traded everything God had for everything we are.  Not much of a deal, I will grant you but there you go.  Parents are just that way.  They will give you everything even though most of the time we are not worth it.  

The inheritance is yours now.  You can begin enjoying it today or tomorrow or next year.  You can wait until you get to heaven to start enjoying it if you like, but why would you?  You have been given a promise.  Cash it in!

2575. Friday, September 22, 2017


Whose Truth?

Matthew 8: 17

He Himself took our infirmities, and carried away our diseases.

If Jesus took our infirmities and carried away our diseases, why do we still have trouble with them here?  This verse says he carried them away.  To where did he carry them?  

Well, here is where the rubber meets the road, as they say.  This is a great dividing line between Christians.  No, it’s not whether or not Jesus heals.  We all pretty much agree on that.  No, the real question is whether or not we believe the Bible.  I mean, I got Matthew 8: 17 straight out of the Bible.  Do we honestly believe, though, what we read there?  What happens when we run into a verse like this one with which our experience so greatly disagrees?  What do we do?  The easiest method is just to ignore them.  Some people are challenged by them while others get angry and defensive.  Mostly, we reduce the veracity of the Bible to our experience.  That is to say, we elevate our experiences over what the Bible says.  This helps us maintain our ego.  It is self-preservation.  Otherwise, we are forced to admit we are missing something somewhere, and that is far from comfortable.

I want to suggest that this verse is absolute truth but the rest of the story is that I am not living the fullness of it either and that bothers me.  I believe Jesus took all of our sickness and disease and put them in the same bag with sin and carried them to the pit of hell when he went there and took the devil’s keys.  Where else could he have carried them away to?  So, if they are gone, why are we still dealing with them?

Jesus has a truth and reality he is trying to convey to us.  We should be able to read today’s verse and get really happy instead of overlooking it with a cavalier, unbelieving attitude.  Perhaps if we could, as a body, believe these words, then disease would stay in hell to where it was banished.  It is not God’s will, and certainly not Jesus’, that infirmity and disease are running rampant through our societies.  

In today’s Word of the Day I wish to challenge you, not just to believe this passage of scripture, but to look at the Bible with new eyes, to read these passages as Jesus speaking directly to you.  If you are not living what the Word says, then take it to Jesus.  Hold him accountable to teach you because he is the Word, and we ought to be able to believe him.
2576. Monday, September 25, 2017


Anointed w/ Power 
From 

Acts 10: 38
You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was with Him.

God gave Jesus power through the person of the Holy Spirit so that He, Jesus, might be equipped to succeed in the matter for which God sent Him.  In the same way, God has also anointed us with power so that we can perform our tasks as well.  Jesus told His disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit for, he said, “you shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  Then he told them “you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 1: 5 & 8).    

It was the anointing of the Holy Spirit that empowered Jesus so that He could go about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil.  He was able to do all this because “God was with Him.”  In like manner, God has not called us to do anything in our own might.  He has called us and empowered us by the Holy Spirit to accomplish our calling through the power of God’s might.  There is plenty of good for you to do too but you need the power of the Holy Spirit just the same as Jesus did.  Make sure that you have invited the third person of the trinity, the Holy Spirit, to be a part of your life and your daily activities.  Make sure that He knows He has an open invitation to be a part of all you do.
2577. Tuesday, September 26, 2017


I See You

Mark 1: 10 – 12

And immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; and a voice came out of the heaves; “Thou art My beloved Son, in Thee I am well-pleased.”  And immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness.

You know this story.  It is the account of when Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist.  There is a lot to love in these three verses but I want to bring your attention to the Holy Spirit. there is so little we know about him.  However, we can glean some insights through these mentions of him.

The first observation we may make is that the Holy Spirit is not invisible.  We can see him.  In fact, I have.  Moreover, as soon as I saw him, I knew who it was.  It was not scary in the least.  Honestly, seeing him seemed completely normal as if he is supposed to appear in our lives every day.  

Many people associate the image of a dove with the Spirit.  I don’t really.  I hear the “like a dove” describing the descent, the flight rather than the image.  From what I saw, the Spirit was powerful and at the same time gentle.  There absolutely was a graceful power in his visage, more like a ballet dancer than a football player.

Today’s verse also shows us that the Spirit can “impel” a person.  Impel means to drive, force or urge someone to do something.  Urge is the closest meaning.  Otherwise the author would have used the word compel, which has a stronger meaning.  God does not tend to force us into courses of action.  He likes to suggest positive tracks but we get to choose.  Jesus chose to follow the course the Spirit directed.  He went out into the wilderness where he was tempted and tried but he proved himself and he put Satan on notice that there was a new Sheriff in town.

The Holy Spirit is with us as he was with Jesus.  He can suggest paths for you as well.  in truth, he probably already is.  We have to develop our sense of hearing and that is fine.  It is okay to walk before you run.  Actually, I think it is suggested to learn in that fashion.  Some of us like to jump straight into the deep water but it is okay to show wisdom and wade in first.  Just pay attention to those little ideas that come to you during the day.  If they are impelling you to lie or camouflage the truth, it’s not the Holy Spirit.  If the idea sounds like something God would tell you to do, or if it lines up with Biblical principles, then it probably is the Spirit.  I can promise you this, it you feel impelled to give something it ain’t the devil.  

2578. Wednesday, September 27, 2017

Angel Up

Matthew 4: 11

Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.

In yesterday’s Word of the Day, I referred to temptation Jesus faced in the wilderness after the Spirit impelled him to sojourn in the wilderness.  As you well know, no temptation ever overcame Jesus’ resilience and faith.  Obviously, though, he was tempted.  He vanquished the foe with his absolute reliance on the Word of God and in so doing, paved the way for our victory in every situation.

There is an interesting note, though, after he defeated the devil.  The devil fled and in came angels, plural.  Angels went to Jesus and ministered to him.  Ask yourself how they ministered to him.  What were his needs after being alone in the desert in excess of forty days.  Surely he was hungry and thirsty.  Perhaps his skin was parched and he was probably filthy.  So now imagine how the angels met Jesus’ needs.  

We so easily and quickly read over these passages, giving them little thoughtful consideration.  What does an angel look like?  From this text we perceive they are not just cloud like, ethereal images which cross our minds’ eye.  They must have real substance if they met Jesus’ physical needs.  I don’t think they just hovered over him like a vapor speaking words of encouragement.

Satan understood about angels, afterall, he used to be one.   In Matthew 4: 6 we see him quoting Psalm 91: 11 – 12, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command His angels concerning You’; and ‘On their hands they will bear You up, So that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’”  He knows what the Word says and he understood the angels role and power in this tableau.  The word which strikes me in this passage is “hands.”  You may have thought about what angels look like.  Do they have substance or are they nebulous cloud figures.  In this passage we see they have hands.  It was with their hands that they ministered to Jesus’ needs.  They didn’t just blow a cool breeze across his face.  They carried in their hands the substance of his recovery, probably food and water.  Maybe one of the angels washed his face with cool water.  Maybe another made a foot bath for him.  The point is that they are not inconsequential, tenuous beings.  They are not figures of one’s imagination and most importantly, they are not floating around in heaven doing nothing other than singing.  They are real beings with real purpose.

Segue to what this means to us.  “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation? (Hebrews 1: 14).  We are comfortable with the idea of guardian angels for children.  I am not sure where we get that idea unless it from the aforementioned Psalm 91 but then doesn’t it beg the question, “Where does one’s angel go upon adulthood? And at what age does that happen?”  It seems a little silly to me if I take the time to think about it.  Why would Father ever recall an angel He assigned to one of us?  My friend, Dr. Charity Kayembe, would argue strongly and convincingly that our angels are still with us.  In fact, she has written a very enlightening piece on angels.  Visit her ministry website at www.glorywaves.org and see her article, Everyday Angels.  

I just read an interesting booklet by Kenneth E. Hagin in which he gave his angels specific tasks.  It inspired me even as I realized that mine were probably really bored.  Angels are spirits which help us.  You can communicate with them.  They are not fat little cherubs floating around on clouds.  They are effective employees of the Almighty sent here to earth to help us.  As we broaden our understanding of all things spiritual, we should include a deeper knowledge of the angels and their role in the earth, as well as in our lives.  We have a major resource at our hands that we have largely ignored.  Today is a good day for us to begin to rectify that egregious oversight.  Amen.

2579. Thursday, September 28, 2017

Aromatic Imitation

Ephesians 5: 1
Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ love us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

 Have been told that the Christian life is one of imitating Christ.  The Apostle Paul told us to imitate him as he imitated Christ (1 Corinthians 11: 1).  Did you ever consider being an imitator of God?  Can you even wrap your head around that idea.  In truth, though, to imitate Christ is to imitate God but somehow it seems easier to think about since he was a man and walked the earth.  Imitating Paul puts it one step closer to us but then he tells us to imitate God, doing the things He does, thinking the way He thinks.  

Children naturally mimic their parents and that is what Paul is getting at here.  The first leg of the stool is that we are children of God.  Paul takes that very seriously and very literally.  The rest of his thoughts lean upon this premise.  If we are truly the children of God, then we have His DNA and we have His heart.  We are in every way tied to Him and are of Him so that we can replicate His actions and thoughts.  That is a pretty huge concept.

The leading expression of being a child of God is to walk in love for God is love.  Jesus, God’s first child, demonstrated the DNA of God in his love for us.  He gave.  John 3: 16 tells us that because God so loved the world, He gave.  So, when Jesus gave all, he was imitating his father.  Neither was selfish.  Jesus did as he saw his father do.  He put all of us before his comfort, needs or desires.  Our need trumped his.  That is what love does.  It puts others first.

Do you see also that Jesus’ offering was fragrant?  How often have you thought of the passion of Christ as fragrant?  God, however, sees, smells and tastes the beautiful aroma of love.  Wherever love is expressed, the scent wafts up to heaven as a fragrant aroma.  When you praise God and worship Him, He not only hears your words but He tastes the delicate flavor of your love.  Our praise rises to His throne room to flood His senses with joy and pleasure.

In this you see that it really isn’t that difficult to bless the Lord or to minister to Him.  The expression of love fills His throne room with pleasant aromas and tickles His palate with divine flavors.  As we love others the way Yahweh and Jesus love us, we color the environment with beauty and luscious aroma.  It was love that created the earth and love that saved us from hell.  As we imitate the Father in love, we create beauty too and when you get to heaven you will be able to fully appreciate your creation.
2580. Friday, September 29, 2017


Seed Supplier
2 Corinthians 9: 10

Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.

The first thing any of us needs to understand about God is that He is love and that everything He does is out of love.  One of the next things to understand is that He operates by the principle of sowing and reaping.  Your life and your understanding will be so much easier once you grasp that truth.  So now, let’s apply this simple truth.

As you see, God is the one who provides seed to the sower.  Who is the sower?  You better hope it is you.  He sows into our lives so that we can sow into other lives.  If we are not sowers, why would God give us seed?  When your harvest comes in, you give Him 10% of it, the first 10%.  That is called the tithe.  

Your own finances, you will find, work in much the same way.  You are given your seed.  You sow into the kingdom, return ten percent back to He who provided the initial seed and you get ninety percent to work with.  However, you, like your father, are a giver so you continue to sow seed into the kingdom.  That seed comes back to you. In the same way that we give ten percent of our harvest back to God, your harvest comes back on every wave.  From the Father’s initial seed, the harvest is multiplying.  

The seed that you sowed into your church or other ministry is invested into the Kingdom where another crop is produced.  That ministry returns ten percent to the Father and sows more seed into the Kingdom.  This is the sheer beauty and force of multiplied seed.  It can cover the earth in a short time but what happens when someone clogs up the works?

Did you know that the Garden of Eden was a seed garden?  Adam and Eve’s job was to take the seed from the garden and multiply it across the entire earth.  It was a big job but a simple one really.  When they didn’t perform their part of the equation, they broke the whole machine.  Actually, the whole fight between Cain and Abel was over the tithe.  Cain didn’t want to tithe.  He was rebellious.  Abel was joyous in his tithe and we know that God loves a cheerful giver, so Cain was jealous and committed the first murder.

God gave the first family all the seed they needed to populate the entire earth with plants and vegetables.  The entire earth would have been an Eden, a utopia.  Instead, they lusted after the one thing that was God’s.  That tree, I believe, represented their tithe.  They, like so many of us, ate their tithe.  In that meal was death and estrangement.  It is the very same for us today.  We commit the same crime of Adam.  We don’t give what we should and we consume what we should not.  In so doing, we break the system that was meant to prosper us.  The machine works if you work it or we can be like Adam, Eve and Cain.  We clog up the flow of God’s provision and then we wonder why we are not more blessed.  The only one in the family that joyfully blessed the Lord was killed so there was no good example left in the earth, only selfish, greedy people.  Surely, we can learn from there example and not make the same mistakes again, and again, and . . ..

2581. Monday, October 2, 2017 


Hideaway

Psalm 18: 2

The Lord is my fortress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  

This is not an unfamiliar scripture to you nor is the concept foreign.  What we may not have considered, though, is the practical application involved and implied in this verse.  One of the things I am doing these days which is bringing enlightenment to my thinking is that I am reading verses from a very pragmatic perspective.  Beyond the poetic verse, and the almost ethereal ideals, there must be a practical application in order for these verses to have gravity in my very present life.  “Thanks, David, for showing us your relationship and interaction with the Father but how do I apply that to my here and now?”  That is the continual question I endeavor to answer on a daily basis.

I like to think that the Lord is our refuge and fortress as well but when David wrote, “in whom I take refuge” what do you suppose he actually did?  Was this just a figure of speech or was there something affirmative he did?  I think for us to run into the refuge of our hiding place we must actually engage in some kind of intentional act.  Perhaps that act is prayer or meditation.  I do not think that accepting the concept of God as our rock, shield and stronghold is the same as taking refuge in Him.  I perceive from David’s words that when the pressure was on, he stopped looking to himself as the source of strength and instead went to the Lord in his spirit, in his mind and in his prayers.  I think his retreat into the Lord was so real that it was all but a physical sequestration.  

There is a level of surrender and release in this escape into the fortress of the Lord.  It calls on God to be the strong savior while we rest in the shadow of His presence.  We can, quite literally, I believe, hide ourselves away in who God is.  

This taking these verses literally instead of figuratively is where the revelation begins to pour out like a summer rain and we begin to see real world application for what otherwise might be mere poetry to others.  In all these high ideals there is the real world and God is one for real effects.  What seems like a purely spiritual idea is really a God idea that is effectuated through the Spirit but with real impact on real lives.  We, therefore, can read the Bible with that in mind and thus find the means for it to change our lives forever.

2582. Tuesday, October 3, 2017

Hot Yoga

Psalm 46: 10

KJV

 Be still, and know that I am God.

Today’s Word of the Day is dedicated to my friend, Marco Gravino.  This past weekend I attended my high school class reunion.  Marco and I attended school together from middle school until high school graduation.  I am happy to know and happy to say that Marco is a man of faith.  What a joy it is to discover after so many years that people you knew and cared about all those years ago have grown up to have strong faith in God.  It is nourishment for the soul.

Marco was, and still is, an athlete.  As we talked, we realized that we both have participated in hot yoga.  The revelation we gained in yoga is that power is not the answer.  In many western societies, the adage, “If you can’t fix it, get a bigger hammer,” is symbolic of our response to problems.  We tend to apply power to fix a problem and if that doesn’t resolve it, we apply more power.  In yoga, the typical athletic approach of using more force, more muscle simply does not work.  When I could not get into a pose, I would muster more strength out of my muscles and try to force my body into the correct position.  As all of you who practice yoga know, that is completely counter-productive.  Learning to relax into a pose challenged everything in my athletic mindset.

The use of breath is completely different as well.  As we muster strength out of our muscles we tend to hold our breath for a big exhalation at the end of an exertion.  Yoga, which comes from eastern thought, would have you breathe smoothly and freely.  When a pose challenges, you concentrate on relaxing breaths rather than focusing on muscle strength.  It is completely counter-intuitive and yet it works.

Marco and I talked about how this is a metaphor for life and Marco said it would make a good Word of the Day to which I heartily agreed.  I have found that my life has been punctuated by this tendency to try harder, strive more, push harder.  As I am learning to be still and let God be known, I find the secret is very much like yoga.  I needed to learn to breathe and relax.  This has been the single biggest revelation in my Christian life in the last fifteen years.  It has been especially critical in my ability to hear God speak.  The New American Standard Version of this verse reads, “Cease striving and know that I am God.”  Well, “strive” was my middle name.  My characteristic response to a challenge was to work more hours, work faster, work harder.  In other words, apply more strength and more power.  In my attempts to hear God’s voice, this straining and striving actually made it more difficult.  I had to learn to be still.  I cannot express what a challenge that was for me.  First I would get my body still only to have my mind run rampant.  Then I would try to quiet my mind.  Before five minutes passed I was usually bouncing my leg or off thinking about all the things I needed to do.

The secret for me was in learning to breathe and even learning how to breathe.  I found that in my striving mode, I tended to breath shallowly and from my chest.  I learned, though, to breathe from my diaphragm and to breathe deeply and slowly.  Now, with one deep breath and a full exhalation, I can instantly calm down my physiology and my mind.  Sure, it took practice but I have finally discovered that when I am still and quiet, God can be God.  There is room for Him in my mind and heart when I pause long enough to breathe.  He is waiting to impart wisdom to me but I must be still so I can hear.  When I calm my physicality, when I cease striving, then I give Him the space to act for me.  He gets to be God instead of me.

Life is happening all around us every day.  Life lessons are in the next breath.  From learning how to relax into a yoga pose rather than trying to muscle into it, I learned a valuable spiritual principle and life skill.  Relax, be still and let God show Himself.  Thanks Marco for pointing out how God is teaching and leading us, giving us valuable life lessons in our everyday walk with Him.  Be still, cease striving and let God ease you into your yoga pose and your new revelation with Him.

2583. Wednesday, October 4, 2017


Lord of the Lunge

Proverb 3: 6

In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.

I was inspired, yesterday, by a group of athletes at the YMCA.  Their enthusiasm for their workout is eclipsed only by their enthusiasm for their God.  Recently I wrote a devotional about functional fitness and questioned what functional Christianity looks like.  Yesterday I received my answer.  Functional Christianity is in acknowledging God in all you do.  For many of us, exercising our bodies is a singular task but what I found with this group is that they also exercise their spirits and their fellowship while flexing their muscles.  After class, we were invited to pray together.  What a blessing that was to me and I think God was honored to be a part of our workout.

When we go to work, to the grocery store or even when we are sweating and grunting with weights or a bicycle, there must still be space in our lives to acknowledge God.  There should still be room in our hearts, minds and even our expressions with others to acknowledge and recognize our God.  It is easy for us to get wrapped up in everything we do during the course of a day and never involve our Lord but if He is truly the Lord of our lives then He ought to have a place in everything we do.  Whatsmore, His lordship ought to leave footprints on the paths of our life.  His life leaves marks on our lives and those marks are, hopefully, visible to others.  We begin in acknowledging God in all we do and then we start acknowledging God to others.  We then find that we begin to leave footprints in other people’s lives.  Our inclusiveness of God in all we do eventually envelopes people we encounter along the journey.  The goodness of God is then expanded beyond its initial borders until eventually it reaches every person on earth.  

It all begins with involving the Lord in all the activities of life.  Take Him to work, take Him to the mall and definitely take Him to the Gym.  Life is better when God is present.  You may not be fond of lunges but they go much better when God is the Lord of the lunge.

2584. Thursday, October 5, 2017

Sanctuary or Prison

2 Corinthians 10: 3 – 4

(used in a different context on 1/28/10)

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

Today, we hear God telling us that the weapons of the Spirit are divinely powerful and will destroy fortresses.  Think of the word fortress also as stronghold.  The Word of God will utterly destroy the stronghold of the enemy.  But, guess who else has strongholds.  Sure, all of us.  We have mental and emotional strong holds that need to be defeated.  The Word of God is sharp and sure and you can use it to destroy your own strongholds.  

What are some strongholds that people often have?  Well, we carry around all kinds of emotional baggage for starters.  Strongholds can be little areas we retreat into when we are threatened.  Strongholds can also be old and outdated traditions.  Sometimes we adhere strictly to traditions that no longer make any sense.  Maybe you lock yourself away in a fortress of fear.  Even sickness and injury can be strongholds.  Frankly, sometimes it is easier to be sick than to get up and fight to get well or whole.  I know.  Perhaps you rely on someone else to your own detriment.  There is always a balance between leaning to heavily on others and being self-reliant to a fault.  There are probably innumerable strongholds that we hide away in but the Word of God is strong enough to destroy all of those secret fortresses.  While we have used those strongholds to protect ourselves, in truth they are keeping us from being whole.  They have a high cost.  They keep us disabled.  They prevent us from reaching our true potential.  Most importantly, they rob us of ever having healthy relationships with our Father and with others.  They were convenient for a season but now it is time to break out of all those little dark fortresses we have built up within ourselves.  They keep us from truly experiencing the freedom that we could have in Christ.  Most of them are built out of lies and misconceptions anyway.  

You no longer need a made-up fortress to protect you from hurt.  You are an adult in Christ now and you can take on the biggest baddie that the devil ever created because you don’t have to fight anything in your own might any longer.  You don’t have to hide away in fear any more.  When the light of the son shines on those old fears, you will see them for the lies they are.  You will see how much greater the son is than those problems.  You can truly be free and you can develop into the person that God intended you to be before those things interfered with your development.  Let the light of the Word shine and vanquish those little demons that have plagued you for so long.

2585. Friday, October 6, 2017

Anti-aging Pill

Isaiah 40: 31
Those who trust in the Lord will renew their strength; they will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not become weary, they will walk and not faint.
I have written to you before about the most literal sense of this verse but allow me to remind you and then we are going to see the application of it.  At its most basic level this verse invites us to become intertwined with God.  There are many synonyms I like for this: interwoven, intermeshed and integrated to name just a few.  Isaiah communicates to us that if our lives, even our very existence, is intertwined with the life of God, then our strength will be renewed.  We will soar on the wind with wings like eagles.  We will run and not become weary.  Enmeshed in God means we can walk without fainting.  It all sounds great but is there any real world, applicable truth in it?  Absolutely.

I am living in God’s grace and I bless His Holy name that this verse is true.  Your body responds to God’s word.  Your spirit yearns for interconnectedness with our God.  And if you want the fountain of youth, I honestly believe you are going to find it between Genesis One and Revelation twenty-two.  The more we connect with the trinity, the more we are interwoven with “the life.”  That life within us is giving life to our mortal bodies (Romans 8: 11).  It’s true!

As I said to a friend of mine one time, “Jesus looks good on you.”  I honestly believe that who he is in you affects the way you look and the way your body performs.  He is the life so when he makes his abode in you, then good things happen.  I remember Gloria Copeland and Billye Brim talking about their skin and appearance once and they also agreed that the life in you helps keep you looking younger too.

Okay, so here is the caveat.  This isn’t your garden variety, cultural Christianity where we say the sinner’s prayer and then wait for the trumpet blast.  This is interwoven life.  The life of God intermeshed with all that you are.  Remember the Word of the Day titled Lord of the Lunge?  It is that idea applied.  Everything we do, say and think we integrate with and involve our Lord.  He becomes the very present “now” in our lives.  When you wake up with Him, and talk with Him, and go to bed with Him, He can’t help it, He brings more life giving momentum to your world.  Honestly, some people even have a hard time dying because they are so filled up with life.  That life oils your joints and produces lanolin for your skin.  Maybe you will turn gray more slowly or not at all.

It’s great to have good genes.  It is even better when you have a revelation of being DNA coupled with the Holy One.  Let Jesus run around in your DNA chain.  Then let’s talk about our genetic history and make-up.  You are genetically tied to the life giving force of your heavenly Father so let’s get excited about this.  Get on those eagle wings and soar.  Run hard and fast.  Live strong.  Breathe in the life of the blessed with every breath.  Let Jesus truly live his life in you but not only in your spirit.  Give him your body.  This really isn’t a radical idea.  In fact, it isn’t even a new idea.  The apostle Paul beat me to it by, oh, a couple of thousand years when he wrote, “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship (Romans 12: 1).  Get a revelation on this now.  Be like John so full of God that the enemy can’t kill you.

You can still be young and beautiful in your eighties, nineties or beyond when you know the secret of the anti-aging pill.  Take this verse daily for skin care and for strength in your body.  Get yourself all tangled up in Christ and enjoy this great life!
2586. Monday, October 9, 2017

Magnified

1 John 4: 8

God is love.

Every congregation around the world has talked about this passage of scripture.  We have heard time and time again that God is love but its deepest truths have yet to permeate our Christian cultures and our individual hearts.  

To know God is to love.  Every person who says they know God must have come to know Him as love.  We must, at the very deepest levels, understand that He loves us but further, we must grasp what it means for God’s nature to be love.  Anyone who does not know love, does not know God.  It is that simple.

I am listening to an audiobook, a work of fiction.  The fictional world in which the characters live is populated by many different people all, who serve different Gods.  The overtones of religious hypocrisy are rampant.  It caused me to think of our God and our expression of who He is.  The atrocities perpetuated by the characters in the book in the name of their Gods, unfortunately, mirrors the same challenges the church of Christ has endured.  For me this has become a simple matter, at least theologically.  Evangelism must be based in love and motivated by love.  All else is both meaningless, at best, and damaging.

In driving through town one day, I saw a car painted with, what was clearly meant to be, an evangelical message.  However, the words did anything but magnetize one towards Christ.  In fact, I, a Christian, was repelled by the message, even offended.  Presumptively, the person driving the car, the one who painted the message, was attempting to populate heaven.  The message was not filled, however, with the essence of God which is love.  

Sooner or later the church must decide and subsequently adopt an attitude and philosophy of love.  We must first, give ourselves over to God’s love, allowing Him to love us in our deepest thoughts and feelings.  As we allow ourselves to receive uncompromising love, we will be competent to tell others about the love of God.  Only love draws people to God.  Theology does not and hell does not.  Even the promise of heaven is too vague for most people to appreciate and fathom.  We needed acceptance when we were lost and flailing.  We found that in our Father who accepted us as we were, even with all our scars and blemishes.  We fail, however, to extend that same grace to others and I believe it is because we have yet to fully immerse ourselves in the love the Father offers us.  

To my way of thinking, there is no evangelism outside of love.  The world does not need us criticizing and damning them.  They are not drawn to condemnation nor do they see us as more holy than they when our dialogue is full of hateful expressions instead of love.  Don’t tell me you love God when you spit vitriol at His children.  It is a vulgar lie.  We can no longer afford the luxury of pious self-promotion while people are dying and going to hell.  Others are leaving the church because they see hate and judgment.  If the church is to grow and function as it was meant to, then we must make the choice to love.  It is not our job to decide who goes to hell.  Our job is to make hell a wasteland.  Eventually, as a body and as individuals, we must embrace love and allow it to color our lives.  If God is love, then our only choice is to exercise love.  If we are to march in the name of our God then we cannot kill, steal or destroy in His name.  This is the message of our times.  The first step of this age is: embrace love.  Let it fill you and let it be reflected in you.  We can’t be mean-spirited and imitate Jesus.  We can no longer afford to cause harm in the name of Jesus.  That is not his way nor our commission.  The gospel is good news and all people, when they encounter us, should have a brush with unfathomable love.  Jesus told people that the Kingdom of God had come near them.  People will only see the Kingdom and its power when we accomplish step one, adopt love.  There is no step two until we achieve step one.  Let love guide you, let it fill you.  Let God be magnified by magnifying love.

2587. Tuesday, October 10, 2017

The Wisdom of the Wise
Proverb 34: 30 – 34

NIV

I went past the field of the sluggard, past the vineyard of the man who lacks judgment; thorns had come up everywhere, the ground was covered with weeds, and the stone wall was in ruins.  I applied my heart to what I observed and learned a lesson from what I saw: a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest – and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.

This passage reveals two principles of success, the more obvious, perhaps, the lesser of the two.  The clear message of this text shows that it only takes a little slumber, just a little bit of laziness to bring poverty upon us quickly.  The bigger lesson to me is how Solomon gained this wisdom.

Solomon made a real world observation.  He saw the thorns and the dilapidated wall.  That, however, is only information.  The wisdom came later.  Solomon wrote that he applied his heart to what he observed and from that he learned a lesson.  Revelation came, wisdom came because he applied his heart to what he observed.

It is surprising that Solomon applied his heart rather than his mind to the data.  I mean, what does that even look like?  You can probably easily picture a person thinking over what they saw.  What picture forms in our minds of a person applying their heart to the situation?  Could it be that Solomon meditated in his heart about what he saw?  Did he take the information before God and ask His explanation?

Solomon was the wisest person to have lived.  He wrote the entire book of Proverbs.  We know that when God gave him the opportunity to ask for whatever he wanted, he asked for wisdom.  Was it the operation of that wisdom which taught him to seek answers with his heart rather than his mind?  From the exercise of his heart, he gleaned further wisdom.  It is like a seed which keeps producing a new harvest especially as seed from the harvest is reinvested.

The long and short of this is that we must connect with God if we are to walk in wisdom.  Our minds are valuable in their own right but the communion with God must take place in the heart.  This truth necessitates that we cause our hearts to be tender, not tough.  We also have to learn how to go into our hearts and listen to what is going on there.  This is not the way most of us are trained so it requires a proactive effort on our part to train ourselves in this mode of thought.  You have heard the expression, “soul searching.”  We know this process is available to us.  Now, we just have to train ourselves to that we can jump into our inner self at any time.

The greatest truths are not in what you think.  They are in what you glean out of your spirit as you commune with God in your heart.  Practice “applying your heart” to situations and you will walk in wisdom too.

2588. Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Move the camera

Hebrews 10: 2

Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins?

This is a discussion about sin consciousness versus righteousness consciousness.  The author of Hebrews contrasts the sacrifices of old with the sacrifice of Jesus.  The Old Testament sacrifices were not able to completely erase the sin stain which is why sacrifices had to be made every year.  The sacrifice of the perfect, unblemished lamb, however, has once and for all, cleansed the saints, completely removing even the smell of former sin.  This author writes that we have been made perfect by the sacrifice Jesus made, “For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified” (Hebrews 10: 14).  That is you.  You are the one who has been cleansed, sanctified and perfected.  Because of Jesus’ perfect sacrifice, even the memory of our sin has been blotted from God’s memory.  If we are cleansed, then, we should “no longer have had consciousness of sins.”  But we do, don’t we.

Here is where the idea of moving the camera comes into play.  Imagine yourself as a major Hollywood director.  The actors are on the set, all is in readiness and you tell the camera operator to begin filming the scene.  At the end of the scene you realize that the placement of the camera tells a different story than the one you intended to convey so you shift the camera just a little and eureka, an entirely different tableau is revealed.  This is what we have to do with sin, forgiveness and our consciousness of each.

If we have the camera positioned on ourselves all of the time, our failures, sins, short-comings and brokenness are going to play like a melodrama if not a horror story.  However, we can move the camera.  So take your camera and shift it until Jesus is in the frame.  What do you see now? What kind of movie will that camera shift make?  It should be an adventure movie of heroic proportions where the hero saves the day and saves the lives of every person.  It is Superman on steroids.  Our hero saves us and even blots out the thoughts of the calamity which loomed so heavily before us.  The difference in watching a film where we are poor sinners and one where we are saved is all in moving the camera just a tic.  We change so that the lens is no longer focused on us but rather on Jesus and that makes all the difference in the world.  

I find this teeter-totter between sin consciousness and righteousness consciousness to be a bit like the old glass half empty/half full proverb.  Half empty people are focusing on themselves and what they see would frighten anyone.  Glass half full people have abandoned their close-up for a shot of Jesus.  When we focus on him and what he has done, it becomes ludicrous if not insulting for us to talk about our sins or even remember them.  We have all failed.  That is a fact.  But the bigger and controlling fact is that Jesus took away all of our failures and laid them at the foot of the cross.  Unless you are so important that your sin is bigger and more important than Jesus, then you have permission today to be completely free from every sin your ever committed.  You have been cleansed.  If Jesus cleansed you, why do you keep looking at yourself as dirty?  

It’s all about him and what he has done.  You have never done anything big enough to eclipse his victory.  You have been sanctified and perfected by Christ so your thoughts should no longer be about YOUR sin, but rather about HIS righteousness.  You should embrace righteousness consciousness and leave sin consciousness behind.  It is an affront to the blood of Christ.  All you have to do is to move your camera just a bit.  Put Jesus in the frame and he will put you in his glory.
2589. Thursday, October 12, 2017

Where Am I?

Galatians 2: 20

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who life, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.

This is a beautiful verse, one full of the grace of God and the sacrificial love of Christ.  Yet, there was a day when the ideas expressed here challenged me.  I wasn’t sure I wanted to die.  Even though I pursued God relentlessly, there was a part of me that held back.  There was a part of me who had reservations.  What does it mean to die to self and live to Christ?  What happens when we completely give our lives over to Christ so that the life we presently live is Christ in us?

When I was a young Christian I was on fire for Christ but I wasn’t sure what this meant.  Maybe many of you have grown past this but perhaps there are just a few who can relate to the challenge I wrestled with.  I wanted to be with Christ.  I desired deep, meaningful fellowship with Jesus but I didn’t want to give up who I was.  I wondered, “If I give myself to you wholly that I will get lost?  Where am I if I am in you?  Am I afraid of losing my identity?  Who will I be?  Will I be me.”  For all my faults, I liked who I was and I wasn’t sure I wanted to stop being me.

This may sound silly to you but I wondered if I would still get to do the worldly things that I enjoy doing such as kayaking and bike riding.  I had some thoughts in the back of my mind that I could not be holy and enjoy these activities.  Of course, you know the answer.  Jesus loves kayaking and Father is an avid cyclist.  We do those things together.  In fact, many times I rather ride or kayak without other people because that is Dad time.  When we all get to heaven, I fully intend to go kayaking with Jesus.  I may do it every day.  Who knows?  You know, they enjoy all those things.  The Scriptures say that God “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy6: 17).  He isn’t trying to take these things away from us.  He is the one who is supplying them.  The meaning of a life in and with Christ is that we get to do all these things with the Father, the Son and the Spirit.  These activities are actually more fun now than they were because I get to spend that time with some of my very best friends.

I am still me even though I have given myself to Christ.  I am just becoming a better version of me.  I am Ivey 2.0.  The life of Christ is in me.  It is coursing through my veins, suffusing my muscles.  He is even in my breath.  He isn’t taking away from my former life.  He has given me new life, more life, and better life.  I am dying to the brokenness of the world and being reborn daily by the renewal of my mind in Christ.  He opens new doors in my heart, mind and spirit and with each one he breathes new and abundant life into me.  

If you have ever been concerned about getting lost in Christ, I have only encouragement for you.  There is no downside to letting your former self pass away because the reborn, renewed self is so much more fun to hang out with.  If you truly die to self, you will arise with healing in your wings.  Jesus will only move into the rooms of your heart which you allow.  You may have been a Christian for 40 years by now but there may still be areas of your heart that are verboten to God.  My advice is: throw open the doors and invite Him in.  It is all good.  
2590. Friday, October 13, 2017

Multiply, Amplify

Mark 4: 24
And He was saying to them, “Take care what you listen to. By your standard of measure it will be measured to you; and more will be given you besides.”
This verse has almost unlimited application.  It applies to your giving, to judgment and even the way you treat others.  One other application is in regards to the Word.  The measure of thought, study and attention you give the Word will determine how much you get out of it.

The first part is easy.  I send you a morsel of the Word every day.  You don’t even have to go mine those nuggets for yourself.  Then here is your part.  The amount of thought and meditation you give to that word is directly related to how much you will ultimately get out of it. It reminds me of school.  The amount of effort you put in is directly related to what you get out of it.  Have you ever taken a class and then at the end of it weren’t sure what you learned.  You retained enough for the final exam but then it flew from you.

It is the same with the Word of God.  What you read, even in the Word of the Day, is only the appetizer.  There may be great inspiration in the Sunday sermon but what makes it stick is the thought you give to it afterwards.  The Word of the Day is meant to feed you but the thought you give it is what will change your life.  If you meditate on it and integrate it, then these titbits from God can revolutionize your life.

You know, this is not far afield from the singular principle which guides a life with God, sowing and reaping.  What you put in is multiplied and then returned to you in the form of a harvest.  It works with food.  It works with money.  Now we find it even works with revelation from God.  If you will take the bit of inspiration and revelation you get from your devotionals and services and sow it into your own heart by thinking about it and meditating over it, you will find the multiplication factor works there too.  You will get back more than you put in.  

Now, go back and read the verse one more time and be blessed!
2591. Monday, October 16, 2017


Edifice of God
Matthew 16: 18
I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.

We have been talking about this scripture in a group study I participate in and I have been giving it a lot of thought.  Jesus said he would build his church.  We use the word “church” interchangeably.  When we say, “I am going to church,” the reference is usually to a church building.  When we are not going to the church building we usually clarify by saying, “I am going to a church event.”  Now, obviously, in this latter example the word “church” does not refer specifically to the church building but it may well be an event specific to our congregation even though it could involve other groups of believers too.  Is this as clear as mud yet?  Let’s go a step further.   We also talk about THE church by which we mean the body of believers.  In this case THE church is the nebulous group of people who call Christ Lord.  We can divide this group into parts by saying the American Church or the Austrian Church, or whatever.  Usually we use the word church in this capacity to describe how the masses of believers move, believe or think.  It does not refer to any one denomination but rather the collection of us all.

So here is the question, when Jesus said, “I will build My church” what did he mean?  It’s a little confusing, isn’t it?  Does the word “church” refer to a building, a congregation or all of us en masse?  Well, here are a few points to ponder.  First, know that when you walk with Jesus, your mind and your thinking pattern have to become flexible.  Thinking, “outside the box” most definitely describes Yahweh and Jesus.  Let’s see, though, where we can get with this.   

Note that Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter.  The name Peter means “rock.”  This is significant for the obvious reasons of stability and foundation but there is another insight implied here.  Jesus is called the rock.  He is also the corner stone but wait, it gets better.  Look at 1 Peter 2: 5, “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  The first mention of a living stone, rejected by men is, of course, about Jesus.  So now we have Jesus the rock, cornerstone and a living stone.  I didn’t even know stone was living, did you?  There is a second mention of living stone in this verse.  You, also, are living stones.  I bet you didn’t know that.  So if someone calls you hardheaded you can say you get it from Jesus.  The even more fascinating bit of this scripture is the end.  It says that we, the living stones, are being built into a spiritual house.  Each of us is a brick in the house God is building through Jesus.  Are you getting this?  Can we go a bit further?
1 Corinthians 3: 9 reads, “For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building.”  There it is again.  Collectively, we are the house of God.  God is building us together into an edifice for Himself.  We are the temple, His abiding place.  “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit (Ephesians 2: 19 – 22).
Picture this then.  The foundation was laid by the apostles and the prophets.  We are the brick and the mortar which has been laid upon that foundation and Jesus is the capstone and the cornerstone, the beginning and the end.  The whole building rests upon and is dependent on the cornerstone and the capstone is the finisher.  He is first and last, Alpha and Omega, the Aleph and the Tav but in him, we are all being fitted together as a holy building to the Father.  We are the new temple.  Solomon built the first temple but Jesus is building the eternal one in which the Father will take up permanent residence for all time.  That is amazing!

So back to the original question – does the word “church” refer to the building or to the people.  Now we know that the answer is “Yes!”

2592. Tuesday, October 17, 2017


Unity v. Uniformity

1 Peter 2: 1 – 3

Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation.

We have all heard the sermons based on this scripture.  I have no doubt that you could talk about its meanings and implications for quite a while yourself.  I want us to look at this slightly differently today.  Let us pull back from its application to us as individuals to a more global level.  How does this scripture affect us as the body of Christ rather than just as Christians?

While we are all called to Christ by Yahweh, the Father of our Lord, we are also divided along many lines: denominational, theological, cultural, geographical and more.  Sometimes I think there is more that divides us than that which unites us.  Few would disagree, though, when I say that what unites us is much more important than that which divides us.  Is this a call for unity, then?  Absolutely, but that idea is so esoteric that as we devolve back to our daily, individual lives, it may be difficult to discern the larger implications of our individual thoughts, words and actions.  I believe that as we close in on the end of this age, the age which is to usher in the return of the Lord Jesus, it is imperative that we find the means by which to lay aside our differences and to come together as a unified body of believers.

The beginning of such a move is imbedded in the end of today’s verse: “[L]ike newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation.”  As we yearn for the pure milk of the Word, as we feed on it as on mother’s milk, we unavoidably grow.”  There is no way you can feed your spirit on the Word of God and remain an infant.  However, if you only feed your brain and intellect on the Bible, you will not necessarily grow.  This longing for the Word comes from the deep places of our soul.  It is not a pursuit knowledge but rather a quest for the Lord Jesus himself.  When we long for his Word, we find him.   In that finding is the growth in the fullness of salvation, remembering, of course, that this salvation applies to every facet of life: saved in your health, saved in your finances, saved in your family relationships, saved in your occupation.  It means fullness in every one of those areas and all others as well.  The more filled up we become with the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit and the Father, then the less our differences matter.  We become united by that which is important and recognize that the dissimilarities in doctrine and belief are the Father’s problem rather than ours.

From that revelation comes the unity and it immediately applies itself to the former portion of the verse.  No longer do we feel a need to slander another denomination or belief system.  There is no more room for malice and guile.  In these latter days it is important that we allow the leading of the Holy Spirit in our lives, personally, and in our assemblies.  Even firmly structured denominations will find the need, and the impetus, to incorporate flexibility and acceptance.  Jesus said to gather in the tares with the wheat and let the Father sort it out.  In other words, we do not have to bear the responsibility of who gets saved and who goes to hell.  That is all on the Father.  We can even let people into our congregations that seem different.  If the truth were to be known, few people in our denominations or even in our own congregations agree with every fiber of our doctrine anyway.

If the Church of Jesus Christ is to be fitted together as a Holy Edifice for our Father, then we must not reject one another.  Each brick may be slightly different.  The miracle is not in our uniformity but rather in our cohesion.  Therefore, let us bite our tongues in criticism of other Christian groups or denominations.  Let us individually abandon our superiority complexes in favor of acceptance.  Only together are we the body of Christ.  Individually, we are just a severed, lifeless body part.  Malign no one nor group.  Let the unfavored have a place and a voice.  Embrace all who believe in Jesus as the Christ and Lord.  Seek the pure milk which is Jesus as the Word and include all other seekers.  We can now put aside the childish things, as Paul declared (1 Corinthians 13: 11), and take our positions as strong pillars of faith.
VACATION

2593. Monday, October 30, 2017

Encourage, Stimulate, Motivate

Hebrews10: 24

Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds.

The key word in this verse is “stimulate.”  Other versions use the word “encourage.”  We have a role in the body of Christ which is to encourage.  I take special note that the verse isn’t giving me permission or license to boss others, or harangue them.  We are to be encouragers.  Usually judgment and criticism do not make the best encouragement.  How, then, can we stimulate others to demonstrate the love of God and to express that love in kind deeds?

I suppose the first step in leadership is to be a good follower so we might look at our leaders, those who encourage us in the faith, for clues.  The second step might be to lead by example.  I doubt we will be able to stimulate others into any course of action which we do not model first.  

This passage is not intended to stimulate ourselves or others into empty, dead works.  Works which are not motivated by love will eventually smell like so much rotten fruit.  The good deeds come out of love.  They are an expression of the love of God.  That is why the author mentioned love first.  When love comes, a natural by-product is kind, good deeds.

One thing we can all do is to remark on people’s kind gestures of the goodness of God.  We can acknowledge them.  You know people who ooze kindness.  A word of appreciation to them certainly would not go amiss.  Perhaps you are a business owner or a supervisor.  You have opportunities to praise people and even reward their acts of kindness.  Doing so conveys a clear message that love inspired kindness is something you value.  Of course, do not overlook what you can teach your children.  However, if there is anyone in your circle of friends, family and co-workers who demands a model, it is your children.  They will do what they see you do and they will most certainly notice if you are all talk.

In all ways, be an encourager.  People need to be lifted up daily.  Give them honest praise and recognition.  Plant your seeds of kindness in them and you will see the harvest in the fruit of their actions.

2594. Tuesday, October 31, 2017

Breaking Bread

Hebrews 10: 25

Not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.

Many people take this verse to mean that we should attend church.  Okay, that is a fair reading but I see so much more in here.  This verse has always spoken to me equally, if not more so, in the context of personal relationships.  Some of the best church I have every attended has been around a dinner table at a restaurant.  

Implied here is that our assemblage has spiritual purpose.  There is a verse which comes to mind.  It is Ephesians 5: 19 which encourages “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord.”  Taken together, these two verses paint an image of people gathering socially but where the Word of the Lord is central to the get together.  

You will have noticed that part of the purpose in gathering together is for encouraging one another.  It isn’t about just having a beer with your friends.  The real power of social gathering as well as church gatherings is to be an encouragement to each other.  What brings more encouragement and hope than God’s Word?  That is why speaking to one another in spiritual songs, psalms, etc. is prescriptive.  Any word from God or about Jesus infuses hope.  There is joy in our thoughts and words about the Lord.  He instills within us the belief that all challenges are overcome in him.  Problems melt away in his presence.  Therefore, when you get together with your friends and the joy of the Lord is present, their burdens lose their weight.  

No one is without problems.  Jesus told us that in this world there is trouble.  However, when we gather in the presence of the Lord, even if that is over a meal at a restaurant, those momentary troubles become less significant.  Friends are important but Christian friends are a blessing from God.  So the next time you gather to break bread with your friends, remember Jesus.  Share his goodness at the table.  It is good for your digestion, good for your soul and good for your friends.

2595. Wednesday, November 1, 2017

Take Care

Luke 10: 41

King James Version
And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things.

The word “careful” has become iconic in the American lexicon.  We have adopted expressions like “Take Care” and “Be Careful” as routine sayings, by which we mean to bestow good tidings to the recipient.  However, this is one of those uses of language which we all to easily fall into, not really appreciating the actual conveyance of meaning.  In other words, it has become a normative expression without regard to its literal meaning.  These expressions which creep into the vernacular without due notice given to their true meaning may well be what Jesus referred to in Matthew 12: 36 when he said, “I can guarantee that on judgment day people will have to give an account of every careless word they say.”

I have written on this before but I find it so prevalent in our society that I feel I must remind myself and others of this pitfall.  There are many truths wrapped around this topic the greatest of which is that it is a violation of scripture.  We say these words, well-intentioned, intending to bless others, but no expression which violates scripture can ever be the source of blessing.  In today’s verse, Jesus conveyed the exact opposite message to Martha.  He told her, “Martha you are full of care.”  That is what careful means, full of care.  He went on to tell her that there was only one thing that was needful, only one thing with which she need concern herself.  That, of course, was himself.  Keeping our minds and hearts on Jesus is the prescription, rather than worrying or being full of care about the many incidents of life.  Matthew 6: 34 is illustrative in this matter, “Be not careful therefore for the morrow,” Jesus said, “for the morrow shall be careful about itself. Sufficient to the day [is] its own evil” (Darby Translation).  Even though each day has its share of issues, Jesus said not to be full of the care of them.  Tomorrow will take care of tomorrow.  What about today then?  Today is the only day we need concern ourselves with.  Is that the same as saying that today is the only day we need worry about?  No, that is being full of care again.  Jesus addressed this in Matthew 11: 28, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”

We are supposed to take all of our worries and cares and give them to Jesus.  He will, in exchange, give us rest.  He will release us from our burdens and carry them himself or if you wish to know the fullness of truth, he already carried those cares to the cross.  Peter expressed it this way, “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you” (1 Peter 5: 7 KJV).  We are supposed to cast all our care on him, not carry it.”  Therefore, taking care, being careful, or not fully casting our care upon the Lord is completely contrary to the teachings of the Lord Jesus.  As such, it is a violation of Scripture and, if you have ears to hear, sin.

Whatsmore, this idea of taking care and being careful is born of and perpetuates fear.  Today at the YMCA I heard a lady bestowing what I believe was meant to be good wishes to a couple who is leaving today for Maui.  She said, “Be careful.  Don’t go scuba diving.”  Despite what may have been well-intentioned, what was conveyed was fear and fear polluted the environment.  One need not be very sensitive or tuned in to have felt the immediate change in the atmosphere.  All fear is of the devil.  Our God is a God of faith.  Fear comes right out of hell for there is no fear in heaven.  There is only trust, faith and well-being in the Kingdom of God.  

So, with fervent prayer and pastoral concern, I implore you to eliminate this language from your vocabulary.  Tell people to have a great day, be blessed of the Lord, be faithful.  Give them words of faith and encouragement rather than a caution rooted in fear.  Further, don’t allow people to speak these unscriptural words into your life.  Help them to find better expressions, expressions which will bless rather than hinder, words which comport with the message of Jesus instead of flying in the face of his teachings.  All the world will be a better place as we do.  Be blessed!

2596. Thursday, November 2, 2017

The Cure for Holiday Angst

1 Peter 4: 8

NIV

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.

Does anyone struggle with this directive?  On the one hand, it sounds like the simplest of all commands but in practice, it can be challenging.  Life is sometimes annoying and there are plenty of people available to jump all over your very last nerve.  With the holidays looming just beyond the horizon, the trials of your patience and love are lining up.  How do we get in front of the oncoming tidal wave of challenges to our love walk?  This is the time we must prepare.

I marvel at how Peter almost nonchalantly instructs us in the love walk.  He makes it sound so easy.  I find, however, that though I love greatly, love is not always what is expressed in times of stress.  Am I exacting, demanding, intolerant or judgmental?  The scars within us make it more difficult for us to stay in the expression of love when others press on our nerves.  Sometimes we cannot find the means by which to navigate the personal relationship paths even though we search for the love road.  Try our best, we often fail.

There is help though.  Start being thankful today, thankful for a God who meets all our needs.  Then talk to Him about this deep love Peter wrote about.  If you journal, ask Father to describe this kind of love; what it looks like, what it feels like.  Ask Him to reveal to you what Peter understood when he wrote today’s verse.  What does Peter know that we may have failed to perceive?  Remember, this is the same guy who whipped out his sword and sliced off the ear of the Roman soldier in response to perceived threat.  In that instance, Jesus had to be the love that Peter’s writing reveals to us today.  This is not a message from John, the love apostle.  This comes from someone who likely had to discover the hard way what it means to walk in love.

Our Father can help us learn and develop just as Peter did.  It is probably not enough, though, just to say, “Father, the holidays are coming and with them social events and the accompanying stress, so help me Father.”  That is a good prayer but what is needful may be a daily communion with Him such that He can teach and instruct you.  

“Help me Father to be who you designed me to be.  Transform my heart and mind so that your love is the outward expression of my soul.  Be with me, Father, daily, guiding and teaching me so that I can learn to love despite any challenges to a gentle, kind nature.  Give me insight and compassion Lord.  Show me your heart for others.  Let me see the affection you have for each person I come in contact with.  Heal the brokenness in me so that my injuries do not become the shadows that darken other’s lives.  Lead me in the path of Divine Love.”

My best advice is to begin today in order to be ready for the holidays.  As you allow Yahweh to touch your heart, His fingerprints will be the loving residue that you will be able to share with others.  We can only give what we have first received so step one is allowing the Father to love you in new, unprecedented ways.  Be blessed!

2597. Friday, November 3, 2017

Truth Prevails

John 10: 19 – 21

The Jews who heard these words were again divided.  Many of them said, “He is demon-possessed and raving mad.  Why listen to him?”  But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon.  Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

If you guessed that the Jews were speaking about Jesus, you are right.  Isn’t it interesting that people can be so divided over the message and the message bringer?  All of these people heard the same thing yet some attributed his teachings and miracles to his being under the influence of the devil.  Still others heard wisdom in these words.  

It is no different today and if people accused Jesus of being demon possessed, what will they say about us.  We can only hope to stir them up as intensely as did Jesus.  I have recently met a woman who is living in the middle of this reality.  She longs for the miraculous and has a deep sense in her spirit that there is more of Jesus to experience than we, the church, are currently experiencing.  Further, she is actively seeking all Jesus has for her.  However, she has run into opposition.  The church she attends is not only satisfied with living a watered down Christianity where there is not power, they even go a step further to preach against it.  I have a hard time comprehending such a position.  You may have read my devotional titled, All my Birthday Presents (read it here: http://iveyministries.org/2015/10/all-my-birthday-presents/).  The whole point of it is that I want everything Jesus died to give me.  Not one of his good gifts should go unclaimed.  Do you agree?  And yet, some people, even Christians (or especially Christians) complain and criticize when someone operates in a realm where they have no experience.  They elevate their experiences over the Word of God and the ministry of Jesus.  That’s nuts!

This lady even has to endure negativity from her pastor and hears it from the pulpit.  It bothers me considerably that this pastor is speaking negatively about that which he does not understand.  He is hamstringing his congregation and stealing from this woman and others.  However, there is grace for him as well.  He needs a visit from Christ.  Once you have encountered Christ, you really don’t care what some ignorant speaker has to say because you have actual and divine knowledge.  I have seen the Holy Spirit with mine own eyes.  You cannot convince me he does not exist nor that he is not present in the lives of saints on this earth today.  I have been there and seen it.

So why do people like this pastor struggle so?  They are spiritually dead or at least unapprised.  Jesus said these people have a hardened heart.  The thing that makes that such a sad statement is that usually it is we who harden our own hearts.  We choose to close our minds and hearts to that which is different or which challenges our current beliefs and knowledge.  The hungry Christian need not defend their belief system.  We have a Lord so our part is simply to run to him with our confusion and even our doubt.  “Teach me, Lord Jesus, what the truth is in this situation!”  We also have other Biblical teachers who can bring light if our current associations are ill-informed.  

Just like the Jews called Jesus a demoniac, people today criticize and condemn others as blasphemous and demon influenced.  First, check the Bible.  If what is being criticized is there, then it is of God, not Satan.  Second, get further information if you don’t understand.  Certainly do not listen to naysayers.  Don’t let them steal from you and condemn you to less than Jesus died to give you.  If they disparage others, that is a good first clue they are not walking in the fullness of the Spirit.  God is love. We do not all have to believe the same but the church is dying from the lack of Jesus’ power in our congregations.  Jesus came to give us fullness of life and we are not only settling for much less than he intended, but sometimes we even cut off the flow of his Spirit by criticizing those who are experiencing miracles.  Until we are all living in the abundance of life that Jesus intended, we need to keep pressing in to all he would reveal to us.  Will some of it be startling?  Sure, and even, at times, disturbing but he is the answer to every problem and question.  Let’s live big.  Let’s start walking on the water.
2598. Monday, November 6, 2017

Ephesians 6: 10 - 13

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 

11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 

This passage of scripture is one of the foundational scriptures regarding spiritual warfare.  Peter warned us to not be unaware of our enemy, “Be sober-minded, be alert. Your adversary the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour (1 Peter 5: 8 CSB).  Peter identifies our enemy as the devil as he informs us that the devil is searching for someone he can devour.  The New Living Translation says that he prowls around like “a hungry lion with his mouth open” seeking someone to eat.

There are some revelations you can take from 1 Peter 5: 8.  Clearly, not everyone is one whom the devil can devour.  That is why he must roam around in search of someone who is vulnerable.  That need not be you.  You have armor to protect you.

So, where do you think the armor came from?  Who forged it?  Who provided it?  Is this not the raiment purchased by Jesus at the cross?  This answers the troubling question confronting spiritual warfare.  If Jesus was victorious over the devil, why must we still engage in spiritual warfare?  Jesus won the armor and forged it in the bowels of hell when he went to hades and defeated the devil.  You can be and are victorious in Christ but we are not victors in our own might and we are unwise if we try to fight the devil in our strength.  This passage does not teach us to fight the devil ourselves.  Look again at verse 10, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.”  We are strong in the strength of the Lord and in him only.  The battle is won when we stand firm in the strength of the Lord.  

This is so important to understand.  Yes, there is still an enemy.  Peter warns us in this regard.  “Don’t be foolish,” he might say, “be alert and aware that your enemy is the devil and that he is on the prowl, he seeks his prey.”  We must be vigilant, as the King James Bible says.  There is an enemy and we must still stand up to him today.  He will eat your lunch if you let him but the key is that Jesus has fashioned armor of his victory which will allow you to stand firm against all of the schemes of the devil (v. 11).  Understanding this nuance is the key to success in spiritual warfare.  Fear not.  Have no fear of the devil.  Jesus has provided.

This week, I will show you just what Jesus has created for you and how you may don the armor of his victory.  I will explain just how you are well able to stand against the enemy without trepidation.  You will not quaver but will be strong in the might of the Lord.  You will understand, at a deeper level, just how strong you are in the power of Jesus’ might and you will never again fear the devil nor his bite.  You are the victorious heir of Jesus’ defeat of Satan and all his little minions.  The truth will set you free so prepare yourself to shout in exultation as we discover your victory in Jesus.

2599. Tuesday, November 7, 2017


Belted

Ephesians 6: 14

Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth.

The first piece of armor God has given us is truth.  It is worn like a belt, around your middle.  It circumnavigates your whole body and connects the lower and the upper half.  Truth is the beginning point.  Without tying yourself to the truth, all else will be meaningless.  In order to stand firm, the first thing we need is THE truth, and dedication to the truth.

Jesus told us that he is the truth (John 14: 6) and the beginning and the end (Revelation 21: 6).  He is continuity.  Like a belt or sash wrapped around you, the beginning and the end, come together.  They complete one another.  There is no loose end because the end is connected to the beginning.  The truth is the ongoing support of all else.  Jesus was in the beginning with God.  Truth, therefore, is the beginning point but it is the ending point as well and everything that is or ever will be must, necessarily, be contained within this circle of beginning and ending and back to the beginning again.  Wherever Jesus is, there is truth and we are wrapped with it.

In the case of armor, the belt or sash secures clothing and armament.  It is the piece from which many other items of clothing and weaponry depend.  Knives and swords are suspended from the belt.    In life, it is truth which sets us free.  Really, it is knowing the truth, the real truth, not our imagined or perceived truths which is freeing.  So, freedom is secured by truth.  In an interesting contrast, the more wrapped up we are in the truth, the more free we are.  Other garments may be worn loosely but the belt is meant to be snugged securely about us.  

When we begin with truth, not only have we begun with Jesus but we actually form the basis by which the rest of our armor, and hence our lives, will depend.  The belt of truth is prime importance.   There is no possibility in making truth too high a priority.  When you hear the word truth, there should be at least to resonant ideas.  First is that Jesus is the truth.  That should be loud in your mind and spirit.  Second, there is the ordinary use of the word truth, as in not false nor even misleading.  We should endeavor to live in and speak truth as absolutely as we may.  Lying on taxes is not acceptable because it is untruth.  Misleading business associates is not living in truth.  Do you know that if we are to live in the fullness of victory Jesus has prepared for us, and our battle array to shine and be effective, we cannot even lie to our kids, even when it is uncomfortable?  We are going to have to learn new ways to respond to people such that we do not compromise our firm stance.  You cannot usher in truth, which is overcoming power and freedom, and at the same time utter untruths.  There is a decision to be made here and this is the point of beginning.  Will you gird yourself, first and foremost, with truth?  

The reality, as we begin this study, is that untruth leaves you exposed.  None of us desires to begin with our pants down.  So pull up your pants.  Cinch your belt of truth and prepare yourself for victory.

2600. Wednesday, November 8, 2017

Breastplate
Ephesians 6: 14b

Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness.

What do you picture when you hear “breastplate?”  Do you see Roman armor or perhaps medieval knight armor.  A good visual image helps understand the importance of this piece of armor.  

The breastplate protects all the vital organs except the brain.  Obviously it is a crucial piece of armor.  We are encouraged by Paul’s writings to stand firm against the enemy.  You won’t fear the stones throne by the enemy because your breastplate protects your heart and the rest of your sensitive organs.  So, what is our breastplate fashioned from and how do we don it?

The breastplate is righteousness, so what is righteousness?  The simple answer is that it is right standing with God.  Vine’s adds “right relationship” with God.  The harder question becomes, how do we attain this right standing or righteousness with God.?  It may be easier to begin by discussing the wrong way to pursue righteousness. Romans 9: 30 – 32 reads, “What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith; but Israel pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law. Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone.” Many of us have confused righteousness with holiness.  We are to be holy for God is holy (1 Peter 1: 16) but holiness is not synonymous with righteousness.  The Jews, Paul tells us, tried to acquire righteousness through good works.  That is not the way.  Jesus is the way (John 14: 6).  We can never be righteous in or by our own works.  The Gentiles attained to righteousness because of their faith, because, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.(2 Corinthians 5: 21 ).  They put their faith in Jesus and he became their righteousness.

The key to putting on this breastplate of righteousness is contained in that verse.  It is in the last two words.  Jesus is righteousness but if you want to put on his righteousness then you must be “in him.”  This is so critical.  As I said, it is the key.  One can be a Christian but never make their abode with and in Christ.  We must put him on and live in him.  It is difficult to explain but you may perceive the difference.  Abiding in him means that your life is inextricably interwoven with Christ.  He is all wrapped up in your life and you in his.  When you are in Christ, when you make that decision to live in him, then his righteousness becomes yours automatically.  This is not a work of the flesh either.  By faith we receive the righteousness of God.  We receive, rather than labor.  My holiness is putrid, but Jesus’ righteousness is glorious, shining armor. 

So, this means that your right standing with God, which is something Jesus bought for you, protects and guards your heart.  Your part is to receive it with grace and thanksgiving.  Acknowledge your righteousness in Christ Jesus in your own mind.  Speak it with your mouth.  When you are challenged, stop and see yourself putting on the righteousness of God like a Roman breastplate.  Wear righteousness proudly because not only is it the breastplate of your armor but in fact you have actually become the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus.  Wear Jesus, therefore, proudly and when you feel like a sinner, or when the devil accuses you, renew your mind with this truth.  Stand firmly, therefore, unable to be persuaded that you are lowly and sin stained.  Stand proudly with your chest up displaying the righteousness of Jesus.  Where we have failed, he has all the more overcome and his victory outshines our ineptitude and failures.  

Shine up your breastplate.  Put it on by acknowledging Jesus’ purchase of righteousness for you.  Get you and your failure off your mind and delightedly present Jesus.  Don’t try to earn righteousness, just put it on.
2601. Thursday, November 9, 2017

Shod

Ephesians 6: 15



Having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace.

What a funny word, “shod”.  Of course it means having put on shoes.  Shoes are part of the armor of God, part of what protects us as we stand firm against the enemy.  This piece of armor, though, seems to be the most misunderstood of all.  Let’s see if we can unravel the meaning in this verse and gain a functional revelation.  

The key question, I have found, is, “How do I put on the armor?”  Today’s verse actually reveals the answer we shoe our feet by preparing ourselves in the gospel.  Do you see that?  The shoes are not shoes of peace.  They are armored shoes but the way you get them and wear them is by preparing yourself through time and attention given to the Word of God.  

Shoes may seem rather mundane but think of it this way.  Our feet are the one place where we come in contact with the world.  We need insulation from the world and its ways.  We need a barrier between us and worldly influences.  Our shoes provide that protective barrier.  Also, if one is to “stand” firm then not only are our feet the point of contact but they are also our foundation.  Feet are required for standing so the feet are a focal point.  

So far we have considered our belt of truth and the breastplate of righteousness.  We discovered that Jesus is the truth, and that he is our righteousness.  So, what do you think about the gospel?  John 1: 1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  Are you seeing a recurring theme here?  Jesus is our victory.  He has prepared our armor so that we can stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  Our part is to put on Jesus.  In the case of our shoes, it is done by spending time in the Word.  This isn’t a magic pill.  The truth is that the Word just arms you for battle.  It prepares you to stand.  Your confidence is found in the Word.

Why, though, do you think Paul called it the gospel of peace?  Several reasons really but the main one for this application is that peace is what we are desirous of.  We do not put on the armor of God because we like to fight or want to fight.  We are not aggressors.  We don the armor of God because we want peace.  Jesus has provided the means by which we can live in peace.  It begins with truth wrapped around us like a belt, followed by a layer of protection over our hearts called righteousness or being right with God.  Then we put on shoes or protection from the ills the world would invade our lives with by spending time with Jesus in his capacity as the Word.  Your preparation in the gospel of peace will ground you.  It will give you good, solid footing.  You will not stumble when you have prepared yourself in the gospel.  Invest your heart and some time in the Word.  It will stand you in good stead.

2602. Friday, November 10, 2017

Ephesians 6: 16
Taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

I like that Paul does not mince words about “the evil one.”  He does not pretend or camouflage that there is a real enemy out there.  At the same time, he shows no fear and his confidence seems absolute in these pieces of armor.  I believe he was assured that this armor would protect him, as well as each one of us, against “all the flaming arrows of the evil one.”   I love that and it inspires me.  Maybe, just maybe, we need not be afraid either.
Yesterday’s devotional had an image of a Roman soldier.  The soldier is shown holding a shield.  That picture helps me to envision my shield extinguishing flaming arrows.  I imagine the arrows dissolving into a vapor as they strike the shield, like water extinguishes fire.

There is a lot of vivid imagery of shields in the Bible.  The NASB has seventy-four verses about a shield.  The first one is good and quite illustrative.  It is Genesis 15: 1 and it reads, “After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you.’”  We have seen Jesus’ many roles in our armor now Yahweh represents Himself as part of our defensive accoutrements.  Are you not astounded by this?  I want to quote scripture upon scripture for you but you can run a search yourself so just one more; 2 Samuel 22: 3, “My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge; My savior, You save me from violence.”

You know how a shield works.  You’ve seen enough movies with warriors brandishing their shields both defensively and offensively.  Now overlay all those images with the reality that God, He who is called The Almighty, is your shield.  How does it get any better than that?

Put on your shield, put on your God as a shield about you and with it, block and defeat every missile of the evil one.  You are able to defeat every dart, every flaming arrow.  Stand firm and strong!
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